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Introduction 

The goal of this collection of Hopewell Borough History Briefs is to help recover, document, and 

preserve the forgotten history of the people, institutions, and businesses of our town. A recurring theme 

is the growth of Hopewell in the late 1800s and early 1900s, especially due to the arrival of the railroad, 

and acknowledging the community of people who worked diligently to develop Hopewell into a full-

fledged town. Their legacy is still visible in the streetscapes that we think of as historical Hopewell, and 

in the local institutions that continue with us today. (See the initial brief on How Hopewell Became a 

Town.) 

• Part 1, Hopewell Railroads and Industrialization, focuses on the local train stations and railroads,

and the growth of industrial Hopewell along Model Avenue and Railroad Place.

• Part 2, Hopewell Organizations and Places, focuses on local organizations (e.g., the library, fire

companies, and churches), the center of town (e.g., East Broad from Seminary to South

Greenwood), and local businesses (e.g., barbers and Hoproco).

• The Appendix includes a Timeline, a summary of the Art and Photography collections, Annotated

Maps, and References.

These History Briefs draw extensively from the resources of the Hopewell Valley History Project, 

including documents, pamphlets, maps, aerials, panoramas, photographs, and artworks. They also are 

based on research in additional sources including newspaper articles, census records, deed books, and 

genealogical data. In addition, this work is informed by discussions with local residents and their 

families. (See the References for more information on sources.) 

The Hopewell Borough History Briefs / 2022 Edition 

This compilation of the 2022 Edition of the Hopewell Borough History Briefs combines and packages 

some 40 History Briefs on Hopewell Borough history that were published on the History Project site 

during the past three years. This research also has been shared through in-person and online 

presentations, walking tours, and slide shows. (See Presentation Videos on the website.) 

This edition is available in two versions: 

• the Full Version, containing the entire contents of all the briefs - 500 pages

• the Digest Version, with one-page summaries containing chronologies and key names and

events (actually the first page of each of the briefs) - 68 pages

The Hopewell Valley History Project 

The Hopewell Valley History Project is a unaffiliated all-volunteer effort to collect, organize, and freely 

share local history materials - online, in digital format, for convenient access. (See the 

Acknowledgements section of the website for a list of the many people who have kindly contributed to 

this effort.) 

Note from the Editor 

This compilation, and the individual briefs, are a work in progress. They are based on the information 

available at the time of the research, and are not intended to be either the full or the last word on these 

topics. We expect to update and add to these briefs over time, and welcome additional materials on 

these and other local history topics. 

- Douglas Dixon, February, 2023
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How Hopewell Became a Town (1850s-1920s) 

with the Arrival of the Railroad in the 1870s 

Rev. 3/2/2023 - D. Dixon 

This brief is extended from a talk presented for the Sourland Conservancy in October 2022. The video of 

the talk is available on the History Project site, along with the talk slides.  

The theme of this work is to celebrate the community of Hopewell Borough in the late 1800s into the 

early 1900s. These people took advantage of the arrival of the railroads in the 1870s, and worked 

diligently to develop the institutions and utilities and businesses needed to grow Hopewell into a full-

fledged town where people wanted to make a home. Their legacy is still visible in the streetscapes that 

we think of as the historical look of Hopewell, in the local institutions that are still with us today, and in 

the strong community spirit of contributing back to the town. 

This brief provides a broad overview of these themes. For more information on the individual 

organizations and businesses, see the related History Brief reports on the History Project website. 

Hopewell 1850s -1870s – Farmsteads to Railroads 

• Community: Hw Academy Public School, Female Seminary,

Calvary Baptist, St. Alphonsus, and Presbyterian Church,

Hw Herald Newspaper, Hook & Ladder Fire Co. 

• Services: Western Union Telegraph, M&S & D&BB Railroads

• Industrial: Model Ave. – Saw & Feed Mill

Hopewell Train Station (1876) 

Hopewell 1880s - 1890s – Developing Town 

• Community: Second Calvary & Methodist Churches,

St. Michaels, Model Ave. Public School,

Union Fire Co., Hw National Bank 

• Services: Hw Water Co., Hw Telephone Co.

• Industrial: Model Ave. – Hw Creamery, Golden Coal/Lumber,

Railroad Place – J. B. Hill Coal/Lumber, Hw Improve Assoc.,

Shirt / Hw Chocolate Factory, Hw Canning Co. Hopewell Natl. Bank (1890) 

Hopewell 1900s - 1920s – Community 

• Community: High School, Elem. School, Hw Public Library,

Hw Museum, Hw Fire Dept.

• Services: Gas Lighting, Electricity, Public Water, Trolley

• Industrial: Railroad Place & Somerset St. -

Factory & Inducement Co, Smith / Rockwell

Hopewell High School (1910) 

[5]



Hopewell History Brief   ≡ How Hopewell Became a Town  ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 2 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

Introduction 

Looking back to the 1850s, Hopewell Township was an area of 

farmsteads, with small communities including the area we now call 

Hopewell Borough, then with only some ten significant buildings 

centered around the Baptist Meeting House (now the Old School 

Baptist Church). The Baptist congregation was organized around 

1715 in a local home, the first meeting house was built in 1747, and 

then rebuilt in 1822 as the present building.  

So how did this small community - then barely a village - grow into a 

full-fledged town, the incorporated Borough of Hopewell that we 

know today? 

A major contributor to the growth of Hopewell was the arrival of railroad service in the 1870s, opening 

up the town with much greater access to supplies and markets and opportunities. In particular, the 

boost from the railroads lead to the development of more than seven major industrial sites along the 

railroad tracks that provided important services for farmers and locals, and hundreds of jobs for local 

residents. 

This growth also was driven by decades of ongoing 

efforts and funding by the Hopewell community and 

local boosters to create and attract a broad range of 

community organizations (churches, schools, library, 

fire departments, etc.), public services (telegraph, 

telephone, electricity, water, etc.), and local industry 

to help support commerce and provide jobs. They 

created a town where people wanted to live, where 

businesses wanted to operate, and where the 

community continued to give back to the town. 

This brief explores the growth of the town of Hopewell during the key period of change, from the 1850s 

through the early 1900s. It begins with historical maps that show the growth of the town within the 

Township, starting out as a handful of markers on the map, growing to a village, and then into a full-

fledged town. It then explores the changes through the eyes of the people who lived in Hopewell – in 

their words as they wrote about the town to promote the area to others, and in their actions as they 

invested their energy and their efforts and their money to improve the town. 

This brief provides an overview of this story. See the History Project website to explore these maps in 

higher resolution, and for much more detail on the individual institutions and businesses as documented 

in other history briefs, along with extensive references. The video of the original talk also is available on 

the History Project site, along with the talk slides.  

- History Briefs and associated videos - https://hopewellhistoryproject.org/hopewell-boro-history-briefs/ 
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Hopewell Township Maps 1850s - 1870s – Farmsteads 

We first can trace the physical development of the Hopewell Valley by using a variety of historical maps, 

which provide snapshots of the outlying farms and the buildings in the town of Hopewell at 

approximately ten-year intervals. 

Hopewell Township 1850 Map – Farmsteads 

This c. 1850 map of Hopewell Township is from "Map of Mercer County, New Jersey," by Otley and Keily, 

1849. 

Where current-day 

maps focus on 

population centers, this 

map shows names 

scattered all across the 

area, identifying the 

many farmsteads in the 

Township.  

There are familiar 

names of specific 

places - including 

Hopewell, Pennington, 

Marshalls Corner, 

"Harbort-town," and 

"Woodville" - but these 

each only have a 

handful of rectangles 

representing buildings 

at these cross-roads. 

For more on farms in the Hopewell Valley, see the associated chapter in Hopewell: A Historical 

Geography by Richard Hunter and Richard Porter (1990). Basically, Hopewell Township had some 500 

such farm properties from 1849 to 1875. These were holdings of large multi-generational families, often 

going back to Colonial times. These properties, typically 100 to 300 acres, were used for cropland, 

livestock pastures and forage, wood lots, and gardens.  

These families were not running the farms as a business; they were farming for self-sufficiency, growing 

crops and keeping animals for their families. If they had a surplus, they might trade it with the 

neighbors, but in this era farmers were in the business of selling farm products.  

The first step to business was mainly through the grist mills, which could take raw farm products and 

turn them into cash by processing and grinding grain and getting it to markets. 

A decade later, in the 1860s, the story was very much the same. These people on the farms were living 

much as their parents lived, and as they expected their children to live. The children were growing up, 

and starting to think about how they and their next generation of families were going to fit into the 

farm. 
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Hopewell Township 1875 Map – Railroads 

This 1875 map then shows a big development - two new railroad lines cutting diagonally across the 

Township. This is from "Combination Atlas Map of Mercer County, New Jersey," by Everts & Stewart, 

1875. 

 

Yes, Hopewell had not one, but two competing railroads coming up from Philadelphia and the Delaware 

River, through Pennington and Hopewell, and then continuing up towards New York. The first line - the 

Mercer & Somerset (M&S) - started operation in 1874, and the second line - the Delaware & Bound 

Brook (D&BB) - started operation in 1876.  

The tracks of the two competing lines crossed to the west of Hopewell, at the site of the infamous Frog 

War in 1876. The Mercer & Somerset lost the "war" and went out of business by the end of the decade, 

and its tracks were removed by the early 1880s.  

But except for the railroad tracks, not a lot more has changed on the map since the 1850s. It was still 

dominated by the farmsteads, with a few more buildings in the named villages. 
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The Impact of the Railroad 1870s – Change 

So the question with the arrival of the railroad in the 1870s is how fast this change impacted the lives of 

the people in the Hopewell Valley. How quickly did people understand that something significant has 

happened? How quickly did people then change their behavior? Thanks to the promotional efforts of 

the railroad, and the coincidence of the timing, the answer is that changes did happen very fast. 

1876 – U. S. Centennial Celebration 

The first example of the speed of 

change was in 1876, when the D&BB 

train line opened in the Hopewell 

Valley, and the Hopewell and 

Pennington train stations were built. 

More importantly, 1876 was the 

centennial of the United States, which 

was celebrated in the local towns and 

across the country. It also was the 

year of the Philadelphia Centennial 

International Exhibition, the first 

World's Fair ever held in the United 

States.  

For local farmers, if you had heard 

about the earlier 1855 World's Fair in 

Paris, it might as well have been on the other side 

of the moon. But as the competing railroads made 

very clear to all in 1876, the Philadelphia World's 

Fair was only a day trip away. You could get on the 

train in your hometown, and be dropped off at a 

train station right there in Fairmount Park, where 

you could join 100,000 people a day going to the 

event.  

The world really had changed, and you could not 

miss the implications. The newspaper clipping 

talks about tens of thousands of people leaving 

New York City to go to the World's Fair each 

morning, and several thousands of people a 

morning travelling on just one of the two train 

lines through Hopewell. 

The awareness of this new world is shown in a 

newspaper quote from the Danbury News: 

"To get home from the grandeur and majesty of 

the Centennial Exhibition on a Friday night, and go 

to beating a carpet the next day, is a contrast 

which the strongest mind wavers before."  

The impact of the railroads was very clear, as was the awareness of changes coming for both your 

personal and business life. 

 
1876 Postcard [DD] 

 
[NY Morning Herald 9/22/1876] 
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1881 – Fertilizers - Ruben Savidge 

The second example of the speed of change from the railroads is shown in this spectacular image from a 

promotional flyer, advertizing that on this one day in September 1881, Ruben Savidge took delivery of 

200 tons of fertilizer. The photo shows the railroad siding across from the Hopewell train station, where 

at least eight boxcars had been dropped off. Next to the boxcars are the horse-drawn wagons that then 

were needed to move the materials throughout the local area.  

So imagine a farmer looking at this photo, or seeing this kind of scene at the train station. Your farm was 

perhaps 200 acres, but only around half of that would be good land that can be readily cultivated or 

grazed. But the train could bring fertilizers, more grains, more animals, and more farm equipment, 

which could allow you to grow significantly more on your property, and expand your business for you 

and your extended family. And if you were still not convinced, you could see that in this season Ruben 

Savidge had already sold 1200 tons of fertilizer, so your neighbors certainly were on board. 

The world was changing fast. This is only five years after the train station was built. So imagine looking at 

this as an entrepreneur. You knew Ruben Savidge as the operator of the general store up on Mount 

Rose. In five years he has his own storage building on the siding by the station (in the back left of the 

photo), and he is now at the point that can contact his supplier and order up these huge quantities of 

product to be delivered to Hopewell. This suggests enormous potential for other new businesses to 

grow in the area. 

[R. Savidge – 9/1/1881 - S. Cohen] 
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Hopewell Borough Maps 1860s - 1900s – Growth 

Hopewell c1850 Map – "Columbia" 

Moving on with maps, the next step is to look in detail at Hopewell Borough to see the growth of roads 

and buildings and businesses in the town. The maps below are annotated in red to highlight important 

new sites, and in yellow to highlight the major areas of change. 

This is a close-up around Hopewell from the same 1849 Otley and Keily Hopewell Township map.  

 

The first odd detail is that the mapmaker is not even sure of the name of the town, which is indicated as 

"Hopewell or Columbia." The area was originally referred to by the major structure, the Baptist Meeting 

House (our Old School Baptist Church, built in 1747 and rebuilt as the current building in 1822). The area 

then was known more as Columbia after the Revolutionary War, and that name was used for some 

streets, buildings, and organizations. But the opening of the post office in 1825 eventually helped settle 

the name as Hopewell, but clearly the confusion lingered. 

The town itself in this map is only some ten buildings, clustered around the Old School Baptist Church 

(highlighted in green), on what we now call West Broad Street between Louellen and Greenwood (in 

yellow). Around the church are a few businesses - the hotel, blacksmith and wheelwright - and some 

homes. And immediately surrounding are still farmsteads. 
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Hopewell 1860 Map – West Broad 

Moving another decade to 1860, this is a close-up from "Map of the Vicinity of Phila. and Trenton," by 

Lake & Beers.  

 

There is very little change from 1850, with some more residential buildings, including on the south side 

of the West Broad, plus the new Hopewell Academy public school. 

The development still is clustered on West Broad around the Baptist Church, and still does not cross 

Greenwood to East Broad. 
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Hopewell 1876 Map – Railroads / East Broad 

The next jump is 15 years, to around 1876, when the second railroad line opened in Hopewell (the 

D&BB), and the first line (the M&S) had been in operation for a couple years. This map of Hopewell is 

from the "Combination Atlas Map of Mercer County, New Jersey," by Everts & Stewart, 1875. 

 

The upper dashed railroad line is the Delaware & Bound Brook (our still existing line), which was opened 

in 1876, although its railroad station had not yet been built in this map (to the top right, on Railroad 

Place off Greenwood).  

The lower dashed railroad line is the Mercer & Somerset, which had been opened in 1874, with its 

railroad station shown on our Model Avenue, a block above the Old School Baptist Church. 

The map shows the growth that was clustered around the Baptist Church continuing to spread along 

West Broad, and a block of new buildings along Model closer to the M&S railroad station (in yellow). 

Also along Model at the triangle corner with Louellen is the first industrial site in Hopewell, the Finney & 

Fetter Saw Mill. 

The map also shows the center of Hopewell shifting to the east past Greenwood (to the right, in yellow), 

with growth on the south side of East Broad, lead by the Calvary Baptist Church and Miss Boggs' 

Hopewell Seminary. 

 

P
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n

[Railroad Ave]

[RR Station]

Model

[Hamilton]
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Hopewell 1887 Map – Fowler / Railroad Place 

This amazing map is "1887 - Hopewell, New Jersey," by T. M. Fowler. Fowler was an iterant mapmaker 

who travelled around Pennsylvania and into New Jersey, visiting towns to create these panoramic birds-

eye views, which include our first sketches of many of the buildings in town. 

Highlighted on the left is that original area along West Broad and up to Model, with some more growth. 

Also on Model is the second industrial site in Hopewell, the Creamery. 

There also is new growth along East Broad, and south on Seminary and Columbia to Princeton Ave. Plus 

there is growth up Blackwell Avenue to the railroad station. 

But the key area is highlighted in the upper right. By 1887, the Mercer & Somerset Railroad was 

bankrupt, and the railroad tracks had been removed. But in Hopewell, unlike in Pennington, for 

example, the two railroad tracks ran right next to each other through town. When the M&S tracks were 

torn up, it left a large area of empty space, conveniently located right next to the remaining tracks.  

So for Hopewell boosters who were trying to bring business and industry to town, that was prime real 

estate to think about developing, which is exactly what happened. On the west side, Model Avenue was 

the first industrial row along the railroad, and was filling up, but there were still large blocks of open 

space over on east side, along Railroad Place. 
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Hopewell 1890 Map – Fire Map / Sidings 

This is another kind of map - a fire map. In this period, independent companies would come to each 

town and draw these detailed maps of the streets and buildings, which fire insurance companies could 

then use to write policies. These maps are obviously tremendously valuable to us, showing the streets, 

property lines, and even building shapes and materials. This 1890 map of Hopewell is from "Fire Maps of 

Mercer County, New Jersey" by Scarlett & Scarlett. 

 

The interesting change here from the earlier map is that the center of town has shifted so far east that 

this single-page map no longer includes the area around the Old School Baptist Church. 

Instead, it shows continued growth north to the railroad tracks along Greenwood, Blackwell, and 

Hamilton (Livingston on the map), and east along East Broad, Columbia, Seminary, and Princeton (Union 

on the map). 

There also were sidings along both sides of the main tracks in the area of the train station, but three 

different railroad sidings also branched off diagonally to serve local businesses (highlighted in blue). On 

the left is a siding for a Hay Press, which will soon become the Golden / Van Doren lumber yard. On the 

right is a siding for the Blackwell Hay, Feed, and Coal business, which soon evolved into the J. B. Hill 

lumber yard. And in the middle is a siding that ran down by the side of the train station, which was used 

for general deliveries of products and even animals. 

These sidings, and particularly the dedicated sidings for specific businesses, are an indication of the 

amount of economic activity going on in Hopewell. 

Hopewell c1900 Map – Fire Map / Industrial Hopewell 

This final map, from 1902, is also a fire map, the "Fire Insurance Map of Hopewell, New Jersey," by the 

Sanborn Map Company. The mapmaker fit Hopewell onto three pages by cutting and pasting different 

slices of the populated area of town, so this version spreads out and reassembles the pieces into the full 

width of the town. 

Saw Mill – Model & Louellen
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As shown by the red highlights along the top, this map shows the full extent of the industrialization of 

Hopewell, with almost all the major structures that we still have today (plus a couple that have been 

lost) along Model Avenue (on the left) and Railroad Place down to Somerset Street (on the right, past 

the train station).  

These include the Saw Mill, Creamery, and Lumber Yard along Model Avenue, and the Chocolate 

Factory, Lumber Yard, Tomato Factory, and Smith (Rockwell) along Railroad Place. 

This is the realization of the efforts of the people of Hopewell, which is discussed next. 

Fetter

Saw Mill

Blackwell & Hill

Lumber Yard

Public

School
Creamery

Golden 

(Van Doren)

Lumber  Yard

Train Station

Shirt Factory

(Chocolate)

(Tomato)

Canning Co.

Smith

(Rockwell)
Hay 

Press

[Sanborn 1902]

East Broad
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The Growth of Hopewell – 1850-70s / 1880-90s / 1900-1920s 

As the maps have shown, Hopewell saw significant growth in the late 1800s, driven by the arrival of the 

railroads in the 1870s, and expanded by the industrialization along the railroad tracks. 

It was the efforts of the people of Hopewell that helped the town evolve into the place that we know 

today. And we know a great deal about what they were thinking and what they were doing - through 

their words, especially in several promotional publications, and through their actions, especially as 

recorded in the newspapers. 

This section reviews the growth of Hopewell across three time periods from 1850 into the 1900s, listing 

the major developments during each period, and then categorizing them in terms of Community, 

Services, and Industrialization: 

• Community focuses on fund-raising and volunteer efforts to improve the local community, 

including churches, schools, and libraries.  

• Services focuses on both local and external construction of key town utilities, including 

telephone, electricity, water, and the railroad and trolley. 

• Industrialization focuses on the major industrial sites established along Model Avenue and 

Railroad Place - their contribution to Hopewell (e.g., farm export, lumber supplies, and/or jobs) 

and the principals, whether local families or external investors. 

 

“Progressive” Hopewell – c. 1900 

There were two major promotional booklets for Hopewell 

published around 1900, Healthful, Historic Hopewell in 1897, 

and then Hopewell 1909. Each has 50 plus pages promoting 

Hopewell to new residents and also to new businesses, also 

with 40 plus photos. These are wonderful resources for 

historical research, along with other special issues of the 

Hopewell Herald newspaper. 

The organization of the booklets shows how these people 

were thinking about presenting their town.  

They emphasized the historical basis of the town, and 

discussed the schools, because these were important for 

young families coming into town.  

They talked about banking and railroads and other kinds of 

local services, for residents and also for business.  

They talked about businesses and manufacturing in town to 

show that Hopewell was a place where you could come and 

find a job, and were you could start your own businesses.  

And they talked about building and real estate, because 

you want a place to stay when you come to town, and you 

want to be able to build a new residence in town. 

 
[HHH 1897]  

 
[Hopewell 1909] 
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This quote from Healthful, Historic Hopewell describes the benefits of the town in their words: The town 

is well located for trade and travel, midway between New York and Philadelphia, the two major cities in 

the U.S., and on the main line of the Reading Railroad between those cities. Plus, it is attractive, 

picturesque, healthy, and its citizens are wonderful; a great place to live. 

“Located as it is, midway between New York and Philadelphia, the two metropolitan centres of 

the United States, on the main line of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad, [Hopewell] 

possesses superb advantages for trade and travel. The attractiveness of the town, the 

picturesqueness of its environs, the healthfulness of its climate, the social worth and well-

regulated character of its citizens are qualities par excellence, combining to make the borough a 

most desirable place for residence.”  [HHH 1897] 

The second quote, from Hopewell 1909, sounds discordant to us today. The good news is that Hopewell 

is "modern in every respect," since only nine of the houses from before 1872 were still standing. So the 

town reportedly was wiped clean, but somehow is still historic? 

“Although Hopewell possesses much of historic interest it does not have any of those 

disadvantages usually associated with ancient towns. In fact it is modern in every respect. Only 

nine of the houses erected prior to 1872 are standing today.” [Hopewell 1909] 

However, this is not quite so terrible as it seems. For one, looking back to the 1850 map, there were only 

around nine buildings in town to begin with. In addition, not all of the older buildings were particularly 

historic. For example, the Harry Cox barber shop on Seminary Avenue was basically a one-room single-

story shack with no foundation, and was gone in less than 50 years. We know of at least several other 

similar small buildings from around 1900. 

So the choice of 1872 as the pivot date in this quote makes sense, since that was the time that the 

people in town knew that the train was coming, knew the town was growing, and started building 

larger, more permanent structures, which are the ones we still know today. 
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Hopewell 1850s - 1870s – Farmsteads to Railroads 

The first period in the growth of Hopewell is from the 1850s to the 1870s, or from the farmsteads to the 

arrival of the railroads. 

Developments 

• Community: Churches, Public School, Newspaper, Fire Co.

• Services: Telegraph, Telephone, Railroads

• Industrial: Model Ave. – Saw & Feed Mill

Timeline 

• 1856 – Hopewell Academy – First public school (75 W Broad)

• c1865 – Hopewell Female Seminary (Boggs) (23 E Broad)

• 1870s – Hopewell House (Phillips) (48 W Broad & Mercer)

• 1872 – Calvary Baptist Church (3 E Broad)

• 1874 – Mercer & Somerset Railroad (M&S) (Model at Mercer)

• 1874 – Hopewell Herald Newspaper (47 W Broad)

• 1874 – Finney and Fetter Saw & Feed Mill (Model & Louellen)

• 1875 – Western Union Telegraph Co

• 1876 – Delaware & Bound Brook RR (D&BB) (2 Railroad Place)

• 1877 – Hopewell Hook & Ladder fire co (S Greenwood)

• 1877 – St. Alphonsus Church (54 E Prospect & Princeton)

• 1877 – Presbyterian Church / Chapel (79 W Broad)

Hopewell Academy  

Public School (1856) 

75 W Broad  

[Hw Grammar Sch 1926] 

Calvary Baptist Church (1872) 

3 E Broad  [Hw 75th 1966] 

In terms of community institutions, this period saw the expansion of 

churches, as additional denominations beyond the Old School Baptist 

Church funded the construction of church buildings, first adding the 

Calvary Baptist Church (1872), and then St. Alphonsus Church (1877) 

and the Presbyterian Church (1877).  

This period saw arguably the first of what we would call a public school 

as the local government took on funding education - the Hopewell 

Academy on West Broad at Louellen (1856). This building later became the Grand Army of the Republic 

(G.A.R.) Hall, from c. 1900 to c. 1920. 

The people of Hopewell also saw the need for a local fire company, but this was not yet a function that 

local government could take on. So the community raised money for equipment and volunteered to 

staff the Hopewell Hook & Ladder Company in 1877, the first of three such local fire companies. 

And the Hopewell Herald newspaper was established in 1874, which not only helped bring the 

community together, but still provides tremendous help to us in understanding the past. 

The new services in this period helped to open up the town to the larger world, through telegraph and 

railroad service in the 1870s and then telephone communication in 1899. 

Original Saw Mill (1874) 

[Fowler 1887] 
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Saw & Feed Mill (1874 - 1927) 

The first step in the industrialization of Hopewell was the 

construction of Finney & Fetter Saw & Feed Mill in 1874. 

This was an export business, processing hardwood lumber 

from the Sourland ridge. And it was externally funded, by 

John Finney and A. J. Fetter. Finney had a thriving saw mill 

business in Lambertville, and Fetter was the partner who 

lived in town and ran the Hopewell operation. 

The saw mill was built in 1874, the same year that the 

Mercer & Somerset Railroad started service, and located 

along the M&S tracks at the west end of Model Avenue at 

the triangular corner with Louellen Street, a block down from the M&S railroad station. The buildings 

are long gone, and the corner is now the site of the Hopewell Borough Pump House. 

The saw mill had some 20 employees. It produced car, wagon, and ship timber, and also manufactured 

products including wagon wheel components and ax handles. It had an international business selling 

Hopewell products; the story is the Czar of Russia had a carriage made with Hopewell lumber. Plus, the 

building also was a grain mill, so they were grinding grain as well. 

We have a drawing of the first mill thanks to the 1887 Fowler 

map, but this burned down and replaced in 1895. The photo 

shows the second mill building, starting work on a huge tree 

trunk that was moved up the ramp to the second floor 

entrance, ready to run a gauntlet of saws to become finished 

lumber and parts by the other end. 

The saw mill operated under Finny & Fetter until 1919, when 

it was bought out by R. Scott Kise, who ran it until c. 1927. 

The building was then basically unused until it was 

demolished in 1945. The Kise family had previously operated 

its own saw mill up the hill north of Hopewell on the family farm. 

The obvious question is how to get trees down to the mill from the Sourland Mountain in 1870. The 

answer is that they were dragged by horses or mules. So the mill had its own team of 16 mules for that 

purpose. Of course this further damaged the roads, which were dirt roads that were also chewed up 

from the weather and wagon wheels. So Fetter also used the mules to drag a scraper to flatten down 

the roads to make them more passable.  

The mill operated about 50 years, and then eventually was closed and demolished, and there is no 

evidence of it left in the landscape. But it was the first industrial site in Hopewell, and it demonstrated 

the potential of industrial sites in Hopewell by the railroad tracks. 

Original Mill Buildings  [Fowler 1887] 

Second Mill [Elaine Zeltner, 1895+] 
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Hopewell 1880s - 1890s – Developing Town 

The next period, the 1880s to the 1890s, was major period in the development of the town, particularly 

industrial development along the railroad, on Model Avenue and extending down Railroad Place. 

 

Developments 

• Community: Churches, Public Schools, Fire Co., National Bank 

• Services: Private Water [Finney & Fetter] 

• Industrial: Model Ave. – Creamery, Coal/Lumber  

 Railroad Place – Coal/Lumber, Improve Assoc.,  

 Chocolate Factory, Canning Co. 

Timeline 

• 1885 – Union Fire Co. (Mercer) 

• 1887 – Hopewell Creamery opens (56 Model) 

• 1888 – Model Ave. (Lincoln) School (12-18 Model) 

• 1889/1892 – A. S. Golden Lumber (Van Doren) (24 Model) 

• 1890 – Hopewell National Bank (13 E Broad) 

• 1890 – Blackwell & Hill (JB Hill) Coal / Lumber (43 Railroad) 

• 1891 – Hopewell Borough incorporated, 178 male voters 

• 1891 – Hernig & Northrup Creamery (56 Model) 

• 1892 – Private Hopewell Water Co 

• 1892 – Hopewell Improvement Association (Railroad Pl) 

• 1892 – Shirt / Chocolate Factory (37-41 Railroad) 

• 1892 – Hopewell Canning Co / Tomato Fact (2 Somerset) 

• 1897 – Second Calvary Baptist Church (First & Maple) 

• 1897 – Hopewell Methodist Church (20 Blackwell) 

• 1898 – St. Michaels Orphanage (130 Hopewell-Princeton) 

• 1899 – Hopewell Telephone Company starts service 

 
Model Ave. School (1889) 

12-14 Model  [HHH 1897] 

 
Hopewell Natl. Bank (1890) 

13 E. Broad  [HHH 1897] 

 
St. Michaels (1898)  [pc 1907] 

 

From a community point of view, this period brought more churches and more investments in the public 

schools, with the Model Avenue (Lincoln) School, which was later expanded with multiple wings. And 

there was a second fire company - the original one was not working out well, so the people of Hopewell 

raised funds again to buy more equipment, and volunteered again. 

A town also needs local banks to loan money for housing and for businesses. So Hopewell privately 

started Savings and Loans, and also started the Hopewell National Bank, a federally chartered national 

bank that issued its own United States currency. 

From a services view, the big news in this period was the private water company. The need was obvious 

- residents need reliable water for cleanliness and health, businesses need water for manufacturing, and 

the fire companies need water to put out fires. But local borough government was not prepared to start 

a water company. So again, the people of Hopewell, and the boosters of Hopewell, invested their time, 

energy, effort, and money and create a private water company and build the town water system, 

because it just had to be done. Similarly, a private Hopewell Telephone Company started service in 

1899. 
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Fetter from the sawmill was one of those people who made the water company happen. He understood 

the need, since the first sawmill had burnt down. Think about what you do in 1880 when there's a fire. 

You run somewhere to ring a bell, and the volunteers run to the firehouse, and then somehow 

somebody has to tell them where the fire is. But by the time they get to the fire, the building is already 

consumed in flames. Now they need some water, but where do you find large quantities of water? If you 

are lucky, there is a pond or well nearby, and can you start manually pumping water.  

So the goal of a fire company in that period was not to put out the fire and save the building; the goal 

was to keep the town of Hopewell from burning down. There were two major fires at Broad and 

Greenwood in this period that that wiped out the entire corners of the intersection. When a building 

catches on fire it is going to be lost, and all you can do is to try to save the rest of the street. 

But when Fetter's second saw mill caught on fire there was a water company, and a reliable water 

supply with water pressure, and so the fire company was able to put out the fire. The newspaper articles 

about this event were overwhelmed with how incredible this was to finally be able to put out a fire and 

save a building, thanks to the private investment in the water company. 

Creamery (1887/1893 - 1923) 

The next industrial site along Model Avenue was the creamery, which 

also is gone. This building was halfway down Model, near Mercer Street, 

where the auto repair shop is now.  

In the map, the building is on the left, by the train tracks, with a large 

pond by the road which was used to cut ice to keep the milk cool. 

Throughout this region, creameries were established in towns to process 

the milk from dairy farmers and get it to market. The farmers milked their 

cows twice a day, collecting a highly perishable product that needed to 

be for sale on the street within a couple days. So they needed a central 

resource to aggregate the milk, process it, and then move it in bulk to the end market to sell. 

A creamery performs several operations. It separates milk and cream, and it might also churn butter, but 

the key need was to preserve the milk by keeping it cold. In the map, the top of the building is labelled 

as the creamery, and the bottom as the ice house. 

The people of Hopewell needed a creamery, and tried to create one in 

1881, but failed when they could not raise the necessary funding. 

Around 1887, the creamery was started with external funding by 

Naughright and Northrup, but we have little information about them. 

In 1893, the creamery was taken over by Hernig and Northrup. Like 

the sawmill, there were two partners: Hernig was a major dairy 

distributor in Philadelphia who had multiple creameries, and 

Northrup stayed in Hopewell and ran the business here. 

The creamery ran about 30 years here in Hopewell. During this period the creamery processed around 

5000 pounds of milk a day, supplied by around 100 farms. The building also was continually updated 

with new equipment, adding pasteurization equipment and more modern refrigeration. 

In 1920, the creamery was taken over by the Castanea Dairy Company of Trenton, and the business was 

then shut down by 1925. The pond was used intermittently for public recreation over the next decades, 

including swimming, fishing, and ice skating, but was filled in by the end of 1949. The creamery building 

later was demolished. 

Creamery & pond 

[Sanborn 1902] 

The Creamery [HHH 1897] 
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Golden / Van Doren Lumber Yard (1889/1892 - 2005) 

Hopewell also had two major and long-lived lumber 

yards develop during the late 1800s. Lumber yards are 

a totally different kind of business, an import business, 

bringing large quantities of products into Hopewell and 

storing them and selling them.  

In recent memory, Hopewell had both the Van Doren 

Lumber Yard on Model Avenue, and the J. B. Hill 

Lumber Yard on Railroad Place, but both had their 

roots back to the late 1800. Both lumber yards sold 

similar products, including coal for heating, agricultural 

supplies for farmers, and building supplies in general. 

Both were run by local families in Hopewell, with multiple generations, for over a century.  

Both lumber yards started small and then expanded. The Golden / Van Doren Lumber Yard on Model 

Avenue started with a hay press in 1889. In 1892, A. S. Golden bought the property and expanded into a 

full service business. The photo shows multiple lumber sheds on the left towards the street, and there 

was a railroad siding at the back right with storage buildings for fertilizer, hay & grain storage, and coal. 

After Golden died, the business was bought by J. C. Van Doren, and then passed to his sons Bob and 

George Van Doren, who are still remembered today. The site is now JMAT Supply, and the owners have 

received permission for redevelopment of the property with residential townhouses. 

J. B. Hill Lumber Yard (1875/1890 - 2005) 

The other lumber yard was the J. B. Hill Lumber 

Yard on Railroad Place at Hamilton Avenue, with a 

similar story with multiple generations of local 

owners. The area started as a coal yard along the 

railroad siding by 1875. By 1890, David Blackwell 

had established a coal and hay and feed business, 

which also included a hay press. 

Blackwell then partnered with Joseph B. Hill, and 

by 1897 they had established a lumber yard at the 

familiar location across the street. By 1904, 

Blackwell had retired from the business, and it then 

continued as J. B. Hill, eventually becoming J. B. Hill and Sons by 1938, with the second and then third 

generation of Hills. 

J. B. Hill also added a fuel oil business in 1934, which was sold off to Valley Oil in 1970. Around 1970, the 

company converted into a retail hardware store, as Sentry Hardware. J. B. Hill closed on 2005, after 

operating for some 115 years. Hill sold the property to the current owner, Morehouse Engineering, 

which has renovated the offices and the property. 

Like other local entrepreneurs, Joseph B. Hill was involved in numerous other activities to support the 

town and the local economy. In addition to running his own business, he served as the third president of 

the Hopewell Canning Company from 1914 to c. 1938. He also was president of the Hopewell Building & 

Loan Association from 1919 to 1935, where he was a director for 21 years, serving without 

compensation. 

 
Golden & Bond Lumber Yard  [HHH 1897] 

 
Blackwell & Hill, & Lumber Yard [HHH 1897] 
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Tomato Canning Factory (1892 - 1938/1951)  

What we now call the Tomato Factory also was started in the early 1890s, at the end of Railroad Place 

on Somerset Street. This is a story like the creamery, with a business in town serving as an intermediary 

to process farm products and get them to market. Tomatoes are a perishable product, and piling them 

in a horse-drawn wagon and bumping over dirt roads all the way to Trenton or Philadelphia just was not 

feasible. So what was needed in Hopewell, as was done all over region, was a cannery to turn highly 

perishable tomatoes into a non-perishable canned 

product.  

In Hopewell, this was a locally funded effort, a 

combination of local investors and farmers. As a 

result, the Hopewell Valley Canning Company was a 

public shareholder company, and, helpfully for us, 

the newspapers recorded extensive details on the 

finances and how they ran this business. The tomato 

cannery then had a 60 year run in Hopewell. 

The cannery business was founded, launched, and 

operational in an amazingly short time. In March 

1892, they had an organizational meeting and 

decided to create a canning company. They did site 

visits to different canning companies and figured out 

how they were going to operate the business. By 

April, they had raised the needed funding, with 60 

shareholders, including both farmers and investors. 

They incorporated the company, selected the site, and hired an architect. In May, they hired the builder 

and started construction. In June and July, they installed all the heavy equipment and got the plant 

running. So then in August and September of the same year they packed 215,000 quart cans of 

tomatoes, some 570 tons of product. 

Even more, the canning business is only operational when the tomato crop is ripe, which means the 

business only runs for about two months, August and September. There's not much margin for error, or 

for unexpected shutdowns, and the whole operation is dependent on a single crop, which can be 

decimated by a bad spring or an early frost. 

So early each year, the cannery signed contracts with local farmers for some 100 acres of tomato crops 

to be delivered that summer. On a good day they could pack 10,000 cans a day. So on that one day they 

needed 10,000 empty cans in storage, some 50,000 tomatoes coming in to pack in those cans, and then 

10,000 full cans of tomatoes stored for shipment. 

The cannery was a great boost to Hopewell. It was obviously critical for local farmers. And it offered 

good summertime jobs. In the 1900s, it employed approximately sixty-five women, forty peelers and 

twenty-five packers. 

The canning business was sold to a succession of external companies in 1938, and continued to operate 

through 1951. In 1962, the building became the current Tomato Factory Antiques Center. 

 

Hopewell Canning Co. [HHH 1897] 
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Shirt / Chocolate Factory (1892 - 1930) 

Hopewell had import business with the lumber 

yards, and businesses supporting farmers with 

the sawmill, the creamery, and the tomato 

factory. But another type of business that could 

bring investment and jobs was manufacturing.  

The boosters of Hopewell wanted to attract 

businesses that would provide jobs, and so they 

formed the Hopewell Improvement Association 

in 1892 to provide incentives to attract external 

businesses. 

In order to create what we know as the Chocolate Factory on Railroad Place, the Improvement 

Association bought the land and built the building in order to lease it to the Hopewell Shirt Factory 1892. 

This did provide jobs; on the top floor of the building alone the shirt factory had 100 sewing machines 

with 100 operators.  

The shirt factory left after 10 years, and was replaced by the Belle Mead Sweets Company in 1903. After 

it left in 1905, the building was used briefly by the Fraley Vibrator Company, which we do not know 

much about. 

Then in 1909 the people of Hopewell banded together again to form their own local business to use the 

building, and incorporated the Hopewell Chocolate Company, which manufactured the Hopewell 

Dainties brand of chocolates. That business ran for 20 some years until 1930, through World War I, but 

then running into the Great Depression. The building was then used intermittently for businesses, and 

then was converged to fully residential use. 

So consider the level of investment these people were making in the town. They invested in the 

Chocolate Company, and served on its board. But the Chocolate Company was leasing from the 

Improvement Association, which was funded and run by people from the same pool of Hopewell 

investors. And the Improvement Association had a mortgage from the Hopewell National Bank, which 

again was funded and run by people from the same local pool of investors. So with just this one 

business, the people of Hopewell were three levels deep in investing and working to help their town 

develop and grow. 

 

Hopewell Chocolate Co., 1910 [S. Cohen]  
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Hopewell 1900s - 1920s – Community 

The last period is the early 1900s, which saw the completion and consolidation of trends that were 

developing earlier, as highlighted by the attention to Hopewell from the Lindbergh kidnapping in 1932. 

 

Developments 

• Community: Schools, Public Library, Museum, Hw Fire Dept. 

• Services: Gas Lighting, Electric, Public Water, Trolley 

• Industrial: Railroad Place / Somerset St. – Smith/Rockwell 

Timeline 

• 1900 – Hopewell Factory & Inducement Co. (Somerset) 

• 1902 – Smith Novelty (Rockwell) (Somerset) 

• 1902 – Mrs. Gould's Store – Ewing, Jimmy, Chubby (1 Railroad) 

• 1903 – Hopewell Gas Co – Acetylene lights vs kerosene 

• 1904 – Electric lights in Hopewell 

• 1904 – Trolley service to Pennington and Trenton 

• 1907 – Borough takes over Water Company 

• 1910 – Hopewell High School (4–6 Columbia) 

• 1911 – Hopewell Fire Department (15 Seminary) 

• 1914 – Hopewell Free Public Library (64 W Broad) 

• 1915 – New Hopewell Presbyterian Church (79 W Broad) 

• 1924 – Hopewell Museum (28 E Broad) 

• 1926 – Hopewell Elementary School (35 Princeton) 

• 1932 – Lindbergh kidnapping 

 
Hopewell High School (1910) 

4-6 Columbia [pc] 

 
Hopewell Fire Dept (1911)  

Fire House / 15 Seminary Ave. 

[HVHS 1986] 

 
Hopewell Public Library (1914) 

Hopewell Museum (1924) 

28 E Broad  [Hw 1909] 

 

From a community view, there was more investment in schools, including a separate Hopewell High 

School, which became Borough Hall and now is the Fire Department building. This period also saw the 

creation of the Hopewell Public Library and the Hopewell Museum, thanks to local fundraising and 

volunteers. Similarly, the two existing fire departments were competing with each other, and the town 

still needed something better, but the borough still was not ready to get into that business. So the 

people of Hopewell came together and started a third fire company, the Hopewell Fire Department. 

There were actually three competing fire companies for a period, but they eventually consolidated and 

the borough did eventually take it over. 

From a services point of view, the town was filling the amenities that we expect today, with gas lighting, 

so the streets are lit at night, and then wiring for electricity. The private water company also was bought 

by the borough to start our public water system. And the trolley arrived as well, all in the early 1900s. 
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Smith / Rockwell / Kooltronic (1900 - 1974/1999) 

The last major step in the industrialization of 

Hopewell is what we know as the Rockwell / 

Kooltronic building. After Model Avenue had 

filled in by the early 1890s, and Railroad Place 

had filled in in the later 1890s, the next section 

of open space was along what we call 

Somerset Street. 

Somerset was empty because the Mercer & 

Somerset Railroad line had run through there, 

and after the tracks were removed the area had been used as a brickyard in the 1890s. Again, local 

investors stepped up and formed the Factory & Inducement Company to buy the Somerset Street 

property, and offer lots for free and other inducements for businesses to come to Hopewell. 

This effort did not seem to be a tremendous success. We know of a couple small businesses that were 

there for a decade or two, including an ice cream factory. There also was a spool and bobbins factory 

that started there, and then burnt down the same year.  

But they also attracted an individual entrepreneur, Hugh A. Smith, who arrived in town in 1890 and 

started a small machine shop up Somerset. That inauspicious start eventually grew into the Rockwell 

plant, and expanded into a facility that provided 400 jobs and operated in Hopewell until 1974. 

Within three years after his arrival, Smith built a factory building for his Smith Novelty Company, located 

in what is now the parking lot across the street from the Rockwell complex, and by 1915 he was 

employing 40 people as the H.A. Smith Manufacturing Company. 

In 1927, Smith built his first factory building on 

Somerset, which was the beginning of what we 

know as the Rockwell facility, and is still part of 

that complex after all the expansions. Smith sold 

the business, and the parent company eventually 

became Rockwell International, which kept 

expanding the plant. After Rockwell left in 1974, 

Kooltronic then operated at the site until 1999. 

This property had 100 year run, providing up to 

400 jobs in Hopewell, thanks to the Inducement 

Company attracting this one person. 

The people of Hopewell worked diligently to attract people to the town, and they gave back as well. For 

example, Hugh A. Smith was twice elected mayor of Hopewell, and he donated the building that is now 

the Museum to the town. Later, Herbert Rockwell came to town to run the Rockwell business, and he 

gave back over and over to Hopewell, sponsoring events, and giving fire engines to the fire company. He 

also started a Rockwell fire company so that his employees were ready help to fight fires, at the plant 

and also around the town. 

 
Smith Factory 1920s/30s [THM]  

 
Rockwell Complex 1962 [THM]  

[28]



Hopewell History Brief  ≡ How Hopewell Became a Town  ≡

Hopewell Valley History Project 25 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

Legacy 

Train Station as Community Center (1970s) 

The Hopewell train station is one obvious legacy of the railroad 

coming to town. One key difference between the Hopewell train 

station and, for example, Pennington and other places, is that the 

train station is part of the core of the town. As a result, there was 

development of small businesses and housing along Railroad 

Place because the train station was here, in addition to the 

industrial development. So this was a busy area, and was not 

separate from the town.  

In Pennington, the train station is blocks from the center of town 

and so did not have that same kind of development around it. In 

addition, the two railroad lines did not run next to each other 

thorough Pennington - the M&S train station was across Route 31 

by the Library, so the two train stations did not jointly encourage 

development as with Model Avenue and Railroad Place in 

Hopewell. 

We know about the end of the train service in our area because of 

information shared by the family of the last station master in Hopewell, Mike Denshaw. His daughter 

came to the station as a child, roller skated around in the waiting room, and saw how her dad interacted 

with the people of the town. The Denshaw family also lived in the Pennington train station, so they had 

a unique perspective on the stations and service. 

She reports that the train station was a community center in Hopewell because it was part of this town: 

"Hopewell was a busier station, not necessarily just by passenger count, but because of the 

number of neighbors and visitors who stopped by every day. Some regulars just came to talk 

with dad and exchange news. ... Other frequent guests included staff from the Hopewell Valley 

News [then across the street], and the neighboring deli, the mail carrier, and quite a few railroad 

buffs and tradespeople of all kinds." The businesses along Railroad Place included food stores, a 

shoe store, a taxi business, a livery which later turned into auto repair, and even the post office 

for a while." 

Hopewell Stationmaster 

Mike Denshaw 

[Ranulph Bye 1973] 
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Corner Store / Chubby’s (1890 -) 

Finally, the building that encapsulates this story is 

what was known as the Corner Store, on Railroad 

Place at North Greenwood Avenue. Now Chubby's, 

the store was located on the corner because of the 

train station, and all the commuters passing 

through. It started as a sundries kind of store for 

commuters, but also serving the neighborhood, 

because there was residential housing here as well 

on both sides of the tracks.  

We have records going back to 1890 of the building 

as a store. In the early 1900s it was Mrs. John 

Gould's store, and then Mrs. M. L. Von Steig's store, 

selling confectionary and sundries. The photo shows Mrs. Von Steig's store in the first part of the 1900s, 

where the building was a duplex, and the store was only the front of one side of the building. 

Starting in 1925 the building was Ewing's Corner Store, as the corner store name became established for 

a long period of time. Walter Ewing started a luncheonette there too, so the store was starting to move 

from a commuter focused business to a town focused business, becoming a town center.  

Then in the 1950s and 60s it was Jimmy's Corner Store, for Jim and Marie ("Red") Hall, with a full 

fountain service. One way to measured the traffic was from the sale of newspapers. Early in the morning 

the train would pass through and throw off bundles of newspapers. People today remember working 

there for Jimmy as kids, stacking newspapers, assembling them from sections, and laying out huge rows 

of newspapers for the commuters every day. And Sunday brought the Sunday paper, not for commuters, 

for all the local people.  

In the 1970s, as the railroad service was declining, the building was Kip's [Slobiski] Corner Store and 

Cliff’s [Skubas] Corner Store. The Skubas expanded the back of the building to add a second-floor 

addition as a separate apartment.  

Then in 1979 the building became Rose & Chubby's, for Rose Sponholtz and Carol ("Chubby") Montello. 

As passenger railroad service ended on 1982, the business became a luncheonette, and was no longer a 

commuter sundries store. Finally, in 2019 the building was reopened as Aunt Chubby's Luncheonette, 

combining the entire frontage along Railroad Place as dining space. 

With a history of some 130 years, the building continues as local fixture, where people meet and chat, 

early morning tradespeople pick up coffee, kids hang out, and families and friends enjoy a meal. 

Coming full circle, this building also continues in the tradition of giving back to Hopewell. Jim Hall served 

in World War II, receiving multiple distinguished service awards including two Purple Hearts. He also 

served Hopewell for three terms on the Borough Council, and through 70 years of activity and 

leadership with the American Legion. 

And now Chubby's is organized as a non-profit, and started the Chubby's Project, which manages a food 

pantry and runs a free lunch program delivering hot meals and groceries to neighbors in need. 

M. L. Von Steeg's Store 

(1913 - 1925)  [J. Klett] 
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Hopewell Heritage 

We know quite a lot about how the people of Hopewell worked to improve their town in the late 1800s 

and early 1900s, encouraged by the arrival of railroad service. We see their actions in the newspapers, 

and even have their words in the materials that they prepared to promote their town. 

And we see and have their legacy with us today, in multiple ways. The historic streetscape of Hopewell is 

based on buildings from this time, built by people who came to town and constructed houses and 

businesses to last. For example, the Tomato Factory looks like a rather non-descript building that now 

houses an antique mall, but if you go inside and look around you will see the pillars and all the structure 

that make the building so strong to process tens of thousands of cans. 

We also see their legacy in our local institutions, including the churches, the Library, the Museum, the 

Fire Department, and the Water Department. Again and again it was the people of the town raising 

money, building structures, investing their time - and volunteering to make these things happen. This 

commitment is still happening here today, and this legacy of community service continues to make 

Hopewell a better place. 
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History Briefs 

See the Hopewell Valley History Project for these and other History Brief reports on specific 

organizations, properties, and businesses discussed in this report. These include additional detail and 

references on the chronologies. 

See https://hopewellhistoryproject.org/hopewell-boro-history-briefs/ 

 

Hopewell Railroads Briefs 

• The Hopewell and Pennington Train Stations (1876) 

• Hopewell Valley Railroad Lines (1870s) 

Local Organizations Briefs 

• The Hopewell Public Library (1914) 

• Hopewell Boro Fire Companies (1877) 

• Hopewell Boro Veterans Organizations: American Legion and G.A.R (1887) 

• Hopewell Presbyterian Church - West Broad & Louellen (1877)  

• Second Calvary Baptist Church - 69 Columbia (1959)  

Model Avenue Briefs 

• Golden / Van Doren Lumberyard -24 Model (1892)  

• Hopewell Creamery - 56-58 Model (c1887) 

• Fetter Saw Mill - 93 Model (1874) 

Railroad Place Briefs 

• Rose & Chubby's - 1-3 Railroad (c1890s) 

• Grain & Feed / FCA - 52/56 Railroad (c1875) 

• Chocolate Factory - 37-41 Railroad (1892) 

• J. B. Hill & Sons - 43 Railroad (c1875) 

• Tomato Factory - 2 Somerset (1892) 

• Smith / Rockwell / Kooltronic - 57 Hamilton (1900) 

• Rockwell Fire Brigade - 8 Somerset (c1927) 

• Brickyard / Rockwell - Somerset Street (1890) 
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General References 

Information extracted and summarized from sources including books, reports, maps, deeds, 

newspapers, and photos.  

Many of the original materials (i.e., documents, maps, aerials, and photos) come from the many 

contributors to the Hopewell Valley History Project and are shared on the site - see the 

Acknowledgements page (HopewellHistoryProject.org).  

Comments, additions, and corrections are welcome. 

Books / References 

• [HHH 1897] - Healthful Historic Hopewell, Normer Gray, 1897 

• [HH 1900 Souvenir] - Hopewell Herald - Souvenir Edition, September 19, 1900 

• [Hw 1909] - Hopewell, N. J. 1909 booklet, 1909 

• [HH Progress 1914] - Hopewell Herald - Progress Edition, May 1914 

• [Humble 1947] - Be It Ever So Humble, The Story of Hopewell, New Jersey, and its Servicemen During 

World War II, Dean Ashton, 1947 

• [Cultural Survey 1985] - Cultural Resource Survey, Hopewell Borough, 1985 

• [HFD 100th 2011] - Hopewell Fire Department 100th Anniversary Booklet, 2011 

Maps 

• [Fowler 1887] - Hopewell panoramic aerial map by T. M. Fowler, 1887 

• [Scarlett 1890] - Scarlett & Scarlett fire map of Hopewell Borough, 1890 

• [Sanborn 19xx] - Sanborn fire maps of Hopewell Borough, 1902, 1912, 1927, 1935 

Newspapers 

• [HH] - Hopewell Herald newspaper (through 1955) - newspapers.com, newspaperarchive.com ($) 

• [TET] - Trenton Evening Times newspaper - genealogybank.com ($) 

• [TT] - Trenton Times newspaper - genealogybank.com ($) 

Deeds (book / page, registration date) 

• [DB] - Mercer County Deed Books (text search, from c. 1950s) 

o https://records.mercercounty.org 

• [DB] - Mercer County Deed Books (digitized images, index 1838-1919, deeds to 1887) 

o https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/219073 

Genealogy and Historical Records / U. S. and N. J. Census 

• FamilySearch - Family historical records - https://www.familysearch.org/search/ 

• Ancestry.com - Family history records ($) - https://www.ancestry.com/ 
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Part 1 - Hopewell Railroads and Industrialization 

 

Hopewell Railroad Briefs  

 The Hopewell and Pennington Train Stations (1876) 

 Hopewell Valley Railroad Lines (1870s) 

 

Model Avenue Briefs  

 24 Model - Golden / Van Doren Lumberyard (1892)  

 56-58 Model - Hopewell Creamery (c1887) 

 93 Model - Fetter Saw Mill (1874) 

 9-11 Mercer - Legion / Stonecutting (1880s) 

 

Railroad Place / Somerset Street Briefs  

 Industrial Hopewell: Railroad Place 

 1-3 Railroad - Rose & Chubby's (c1890s) 

 33 Railroad - Post Office (1947) 

 37-41 Railroad - Chocolate Factory (1892) 

 43 Railroad - J. B. Hill & Sons (c1875) 

 52/56 Railroad - Grain & Feed / FCA (c1875) 

 Somerset Street - Brickyard / Rockwell (1890) 

 2 Somerset - Tomato Factory (1892) 

 57 Hamilton - Smith / Rockwell / Kooltronic (1900) 

 8 Somerset - Rockwell Fire Brigade (c1927) 

 Somerset Street - Brickyard / Rockwell (1890) 
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The Hopewell and Pennington Train Stations (1876) 
 

Rev. 12/3/2021 x - D. Dixon 
 

The Hopewell and Pennington train stations not only are historic National Register-listed properties, but 

they also are iconic symbols of our communities. Built in 1876, these stations served over 20 trains a day 

between Philadelphia and New York in the heyday of the railroads, before sinking into disrepair with the 

decline of railroad traffic into the 1980s. But the stations have since been revived, as a private residence 

in Pennington and as a community park and gathering place in Hopewell Borough, and the train line 

continues in use for freight trains. 
 

This brief discusses the history of the two train stations, describes their design and architecture, and 

concludes with an extensive chronology with references. 
 

• See also the associated Hopewell Valley Railroad Lines brief for more on the larger picture of the 

railroad competition and consolidation during this period. 
 

M&S and D&BB (1870s) 

1/1876 - "Frog War" - D&BB crosses M&S (1874) at Hopewell 

5/1876 - Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad opened - Phila. to N. Y. 

1876 - Hopewell & Pennington train stations built 

1880 - Mercer and Somerset abandoned 

 

Golden Age (1880s - 1940s) 

1879 -1945 - Up to 15 to 20 daily stops at each station 

 

Decline (1950s - 1970s) 

By 1963 – Hopewell reduced to 6 weekday stops, Pennington 2 

1967 - Pennington passenger service ends 

1968 - Penn Central - merger Pennsylvania and New York Central  

1976 - Conrail absorbs Penn Central and Reading railroads 

1970-1980 - 4 weekday stops in Hopewell 

1976 - No ticket agent in Hopewell station (Bicentennial) 

1980 - NJ Transit takes over passenger operations from Conrail 

 

Revival - Pennington Station (1980s) 

1981 - Reading / D&BB sell Pennington station as private residence 

1980s - Station at Pennington condominiums developed 

 

Revival - Hopewell Station (1980s) 

c1980 - Hopewell Boro declines to buy station from NJ Transit 

1981 - Hopewell - 2 trains morning & evening 

1982 - Hopewell passenger service ends - West Trenton line 

1984 - Hopewell station bought by Fedor for development - $85K 

1993 - Hopewell station bought by Boro - $64K + $250K donation 

1994 - US DOT grant for Hopewell station exterior - $703K 

1995 - NJ Historic Trust grant for design & interior - $586K 

1999 - Hopewell station open house - exterior renovations 

2001 - Hopewell station reopened as community center 

2014 - David Knights Community Center dedicated 

 
Hopewell 1897 

 
Pennington 1907 

 
Stations Renovated 
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Hopewell and Pennington Train Stations 

The Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad (D&BB) built the Hopewell and Pennington train stations in the 

Centennial year of 1876, after its victory in the Frog War that January. The two stations look very similar 

because they were built by the same people - although the Hopewell station is constructed from brick, 

and the Pennington station from sandstone. The Pennington station was added to the National Register 

of Historic Places in 1974, and Hopewell in 1981. 

 

The stations are high-style examples of the Second Empire style, especially with the details in the 

mansard roofs, featuring gingerbread woodwork on the large central cross-gables on the front and back 

sides, and corbeled dormer windows topped with decorative arches. 

 

 
Renovated Hopewell Train Station in 2003 

[photo, Peter Gantz] 

 
Pennington Train Station, early 1900s 

[n/d, postcard, Steven Cohen] 

 

The stations were built by Daniel Clarkson and John McPherson of Pennington [1880 Census]. The 

construction in Hopewell was quick: The D&BB ad for proposals was published in early September 1876, 

and at the end of the month McPherson and Clarkson received the contract for both stations. In 

October, they broke ground, completed the foundation, and were laying the brick exterior. The D&BB 

was operating in the station by early January 1877, when the freight station also was completed.  

 

The Hopewell building was described in the Hopewell Herald [9/27/1876]:  

Messrs. McPherson and Clarkson of Pennington have received the contract to erect the depots on 

the D. & B.B. R.R., at this place and Pennington. The one at this place is to be a handsome structure 

19x52 feet, of pressed brick, three stories high, with mansard roof. The building to be divided into 

suitable passenger rooms, office, etc., and will be a decided ornament to this place. The depot to be 

erected at Pennington will be of stone the same size as the one at this place, and in all respects will 

be just alike. 

 

The Pennington Station also was completed in January 1877, as described in the Trenton State Gazette 

[1/22/1877]: 

The [station house] at Pennington is quite an imposing affair. It is built of brown stone and is 20 by 

55, with a veranda 12 feet wide, all around it. The building is two stories high, with a mansard roof. 

The upper part is intended as the residence of the agent. ... A freight depot has been constructed at 

Pennington, 20 by 40, with a ten foot platform on the sides and ends. 
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There is some confusion about when the 

Pennington station was built. Multiple sources, 

including the National Register nomination, set 

the date as 1882.   

 

However, the reports in the Hopewell Herald, 

along with this article in the Trenton State 

Gazette, all show that both stations were built 

in the latter part of 1876, and were in use in 

January 1877. 

 

Each station also had a separate freight depot 

that was built at the same time.  

 
[Trenton State Gazette 1/22/1877] 
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Pennington Train Station 

The Pennington Borough train station was built in 1876, and still stands at 16-18 Railroad Place, off West 

Franklin Avenue. It was added to the National Register in 1974.  

The station was served by up to 16 to 20 trains a day into the 1940s, but train service declined by the 

1960s, and all service was discontinued in 1967. The building was purchased from the railroad in 1981 

for $50,000 and converted into a private residence. The surrounding area was developed into 

condominiums in the 1980's. 

Pennington Train Station by 1907 

[postcard, Steven Cohen] 

Renovated Pennington Train Station in 2021 

[photo, DD] 

From the Pennington National Register Nomination [1974]: 

The [Pennington] station is an excellent example of textbook Victorian architecture put into 

practice. The design is competent and well-executed. The Pennington station is an upright three-

story structure made of sandstone with a mansard roof and a center pavilion. Its height and width 

cause the building to loom out of the background, making it a prominent landmark. This 

forcefulness is tempered by the smooth curved lines of the roof. ... 

The interior waiting rooms were simply designed, with vertical bead woodwork. The designer kept in 

mind their usage with his utilitarian design. Presently, the interior has been remodeled into an 

apartment on the second floor, and the office space on the first floor. The third floor is unused. ... 

The [Pennington] station was a center of town life for forty-five years. It provided important 

transport for all goods. Every morning, farmers would bring their milk to the station for the 6:45 

a.m. train to Philadelphia. Frequently, train officials would hold up a train for a tardy farmer, as an

act of good will. Cattle were driven from the station, through the streets of Pennington, and to the

buyer. For the Pennington School, a private Methodist school founded in the 1830's, the station was

vital. It provided transportation for the students, teachers, and guests. The school was dependent

on the railroad for supplies and mail.

An early evening walk down to the station to sit on the benches beside the fountain and catch a 

glimpse of the luxurious lining cars on the 5:09 p.m. from St. Louis via Washington was considered 

one of the biggest events in the town. 

Until the first World War, the station was surrounded by beautifully landscaped grounds, 

ornamental flower beds, and shrubberies. The grounds were maintained by a crew of gardeners 

who arrived each spring with fresh plants. During the summer, the lawns were cut every week, and 

the hedges and shrubs were trimmed. In the fall, the old plants were removed and the beds were 

prepared for winter. Up to 1925, there was a large fountain in the center of the lawn and it was 

turned on every summer afternoon. 
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Hopewell Train Station 

The Hopewell Borough train station was built in 1876, and still stands at 2 Railroad Place off North 

Greenwood Avenue. It was added to the National Register in 1981.  

 

The station was served by up to 16 to 20 trains a day into the 1940s, but train service declined by the 

1960s, reducing to 4 trains a day, and all service then was discontinued in 1982. 

 

In the early 1980s, NJ Transit offered the station to Hopewell Borough, but the municipal government, 

fearful of restoration and maintenance costs, refused. 

 

In 1986, NJ Transit sold the station and its 4.3 acre property for $85,000 to a private developer, Bernard 

Fedor, who had plans to develop the property, including a restaurant and condominiums. 

 

In 1993, Hopewell Borough bought the station from Fedor for $300,000, assisted by an anonymous 

donation of $250,000. 

 

After extensive renovations, funded by over $1,200,000 in federal and state grants, the station 

reopened as a community center in winter 2001. 

 

 
Hopewell Train Station by 1897 

[1905, pc, Steven Cohen; in HHH 1897] 

 
Renovated Hopewell Train Station in 2003 

[photo, Peter Gantz] 

 

From the Hopewell National Register Nomination [1981]: 

The Hopewell station, very similar in form to the Pennington station nearby, is a very good example 

of a late nineteenth century suburban station in the Second Empire style, and as such it is a rarity in 

New Jersey. With the Pennington station, Hopewell is one of the last survivors of the Delaware & 

Bound Brook Railroad, which was acquired in 1879 by the larger Reading system. ... The decorative 

details, applied to an undistinguished mass, display a more careful design than was usual with 

stations in New Jersey.  

The station has served a large number of commuters to both New York and Philadelphia. Hopewell 

was a suburb of choice, and there once were many large houses in the area. Express trains for the B 

& O and CNJ - RDG would make conditional stops here to receive or discharge first class passengers 

only (timetables). 
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Architectural Details 

The Hopewell and Pennington train stations share a common design in the Second Empire style, with a 

few differences related to the brick vs. stone construction. The descriptions below are derived from the 

National Register nominations and the 1996 Hopewell Railroad Station Preservation Plan. 

 

From the Hopewell Station Preservation Plan [1996]: 

The Hopewell Railroad Station is an archetypical example of the local depot. A side station, it was 

located, as was customary on the inbound track. It exhibits the characteristic forms that define such 

a station: the rectangular massing, with the long side parallel to the tracks; the prominent bay 

window at trackside; and the broad overhanging canopy around all sides of the building. The plan of 

the first floor also is typical with two waiting rooms, a baggage room, toilet room and 

stationmaster's office.  

The Hopewell station is distinguished, however, by the richness of its architectural treatment. Most 

such stations, especially in rural areas and at this relatively early date, were simple vernacular 

expressions of the popular building modes of their day. But the Hopewell Railroad Station is a high-

style example of the Second Empire style. This is particularly evident in the mansard story with its 

elaborately patterned slates and extensive gingerbread woodwork.  

Station Design 

The 1996 Hopewell Station Preservation Plan provides a possible source of the architectural plan for the 

stations: 

Although no documentation has been found of an architect for the station, it clearly was influenced 

by a design patented by an architect from Elizabeth, New Jersey, Charles Graham. Published in 

Bicknell's Village Builder in 1871, the design featured a large mansard crossgable, with a convex 

lower slope and gabled upper slope, outlined in with band of jigsawn ornament with open circular 

motifs. Centered in this cross-gable is a pair of round-arched windows fronted by a balconette.  

 

One local comparison is the Ewing Lodge, which stood until 1966 at the intersection of Pennington Road 

(Route 31) and Ewingville Road / Upper Ferry Road. The mansard roof design is very familiar, including 

the arch ornamentation with open circles. However, an illustration in the 1875 Mercer County Atlas 

shows the building without the arch, so it was perhaps added after the stations were built. 

 

 

According to newspaper reports, the original 

structure was constructed in the early 1700s, and 

also has been known as the Halfway House, 

Ewingville Hotel (1875), Cross Keys Tavern (1915), 

and Park House (1915, for the adjacent racing 

track). The building, then also a food store, was 

gutted by a fire in 1964 and replaced by the 

current 7-11 in 1996. 

 

Ewing Lodge / Food Store, c1952-1966 

[Ewingville, NJ Facebook group] 
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Station Exteriors 

The Hopewell and Pennington train stations are relatively compact buildings at around 20 by 55 feet. 

They are two stories high, plus a third story under the steeply sloped mansard roof with slate shingles. 

The Hopewell station is just over 12 feet from the ground to the second floor, and 22 feet to the third.  

Hopewell Train Station - Street side 

[2003, Audrey Jones] 

Hopewell Train Station - Track side 

[2003, Audrey Jones] 

The mansard roof has short corbeled interior brick chimneys rising above the roof at each end. There are 

no fireplaces in the buildings.  

The Hopewell station originally had a fence-like spiky metal cresting running around the perimeter of 

the mansard roof. This no longer appears in photographs by 1900, but was restored when the station 

was renovated in 1999 - 2001. (There are no known images of cresting on the Pennington station.)  

Hopewell Train Station - Street side - Mansard roof with cresting and chimneys 

[2012, photo, Geoghan] 
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At the street level, an 8-foot wide canopy carried on molded wooden brackets surrounds the entire 

building between the levels of the first and second floors. The Hopewell canopy originally was painted in 

stripes of contrasting color so that it would resemble an awning or canopy. 

 

 
Hopewell Train Station - Street side 

[2012, photo, Geoghan] 

 

 
Hopewell Train Station - Track side 

[2012, photo, Geoghan] 

 

Building Sides and Ends 

The station design is very symmetric across the long sides: 

• The street side has three doors on the ground floor, one on each side for the two waiting rooms, 

plus a third door on the left for access to storage and the upstairs.  

• The track side has a bay window in the center for the stationmaster's office, plus a door on each 

side for the waiting rooms. 

 

 
Hopewell Station 

East end 

[1909, pc, Steven Cohen] 

 
Hopewell Station 

West end (doors) 

[c1990, HVHS] 

 
Pennington Station 

South end (doors) 

[1907, pc, Steven Cohen] 

 

The two narrow ends have one window in the mansard roof, two on the second floor, and then different 

ground floors: 

• The east/north (Bound Brook) end has windows on the ground floor for the large waiting room. 

• The west/south (Trenton) end has two doors - the right side door is for the small baggage room, 

and the center door is for the men's bathroom. The window on the left is for the ladies bathroom, 

off the ladies waiting room. 
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Mansard Roofs 

Both the front and back facades of both stations have a large central cross-gable arch projecting from 

the mansard roof, with a convex lower slope and gabled upper slope, outlined with a band of jigsawn 

ornament with open circular motifs. Centered in this cross-gable is a pair of windows. The gables also 

were ornamented with drops and finials at the apex. The Hopewell station has round-arched windows in 

the brick, while the Pennington station has a suggestion of a curve above the windows in the stone. 

 

The original Hopewell station had balconettes projecting under the windows, which has been restored. 

The Pennington station now has a balconette on the street side after restoration, but none is visible in 

early photographs. 

 

 
Hopewell Station - Street side gable (restored) 

[2003, photo, Peter Gantz] 

 
Pennington Station - Street side gable (restored) 

[2021, photo, DD] 

 

The mansard roof has window dormers along all four sides, with segmental-arch pediments projecting 

out from the slate roof. 

 

 
Hopewell Station - Side of mansard roof 

[1909, postcard, Steven Cohen] 

 
Pennington Station - Side of mansard roof 

[1907, postcard, Steven Cohen] 
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Station Windows 

One difference between the two stations (besides brick vs. stone) is that the Hopewell station has 

arched pediments with a keystone above the first and second floor windows, while the Pennington 

station has the windows set in rectangular openings in the stone. 

 

 
Hopewell Station 

Front window, second floor 

[1970, postcard, Meszaros] 

 
Pennington Station 

Front window, second floor 

[c1907, postcard, Steven Cohen] 

 

 

Station Floors 

The Hopewell station and its interior are described in the 1996 Hopewell Railroad Station Preservation 

Plan. There is less information (and no known images) available on the interior of the Pennington 

station. 

 

The ground floor of these buildings was primarily used for the men's and ladies waiting rooms and the 

station master's office. One side also contained the stairs to the upper floors, the ladies and men's 

bathrooms, and a small baggage / storage area. 

 

As was common for these types of railroad stations, the second and third floors were used as a 

residence, typically for the station master, and also were used for offices. The third floor also was used 

as general attic storage space. 

 

The cellar of the stations extends under the entire building and is full height. It is accessed through 

covered steps on the front left corner of the street side. 

 

After restoration, the Hopewell station retains much of the original structure on the ground floor, while 

the Pennington station was more extensively renovated for residential use. 
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Ground Level 

The track side of the stations at the ground level has the bay window for the station master's office in 

the center, with two symmetrical doors for the two waiting rooms. The left end from the track side is 

the large waiting room, with two windows on the side of the building.  

 

 

 
Hopewell ground level - Track side (north) and east end  [2021] 

 - Track side - Center bay window for station master,  

  with two doors for waiting rooms. 

 - East end - Windows for large waiting room. 

 
View south through small 

waiting room  [2021] 

 

The street side of the stations at the ground level has two symmetrical doors for the two waiting rooms, 

plus an additional door on the left that leads to the stairs to the upstairs residence / office space. The 

left end from the street side has the utilitarian spaces, with the left window for the ladies bathroom, the 

center door for the men's room, and the right door to the baggage / storage space. 

 

 
Hopewell ground level - Street side (south) and west end  [2021] 

 - Street side - Two doors for waiting rooms,  

  plus left door for stairs to residence . 

 - West end - Ladies bathroom window,  

  men's bathroom and storage room doors. 

 - Cellar stairs through ground-level doors in left corner. 

 
Left front door to stairs  

[2021] 
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Waiting Rooms 

The ground floor of the Hopewell station originally was divided into four sections: the larger men's 

waiting room on the east side (#100, right side from the front), the station master's office in the center 

adjacent to the bay window on the track side, a smaller ladies waiting room (#101), and then the 

stairway with adjacent restrooms and storage on the west side. 

 

The utilitarian rooms along the west side included the ladies bathroom accessible from the waiting room 

(#105,106 on the track side), the men's bathroom (#104) accessible from the outside left door, and a 

baggage / storage room (#103) accessible from the outside right door and from the front alcove at the 

base of the stairs. 

 

 
Hopewell ground floor plan - North up - track side on top, street side on bottom [Hw Plan 1996] 

 

The partition between the station master's office and the larger waiting room was adjusted over time, 

and was removed during the 1999 - 2001 renovations. A new door also was added next to the ticket 

window to connect the remaining two rooms. The ladies ticket window and shelf remains on the angled 

wall between the ticket office and the ladies waiting room. 

 

 
Hopewell - Small to large waiting rooms  [2021] 

Ticket window to right of new door 

 
Door and bay window (station master's desk) 

in large waiting room  [2021] 
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Station Master 

The Hopewell stationmaster's desk was 

positioned in the bay window.  

 

There are no known images of the interiors of 

either train station when they were in active use.  

However, Ranulph Bye did paint a view of the 

Hopewell ticket office, published in his book, The 

Vanishing Depot (1973), which includes over 80 

paintings documenting train stations from 

Maryland to New England.  

 

This painting shows the stationmaster sitting at 

his desk, located in the still-existing bay window 

that provides a view of the tracks, and with cars 

parked across the tracks around the small 

passenger shed. 

 

The stationmaster is Michael Denshaw, who served in Hopewell from 1972 until Conrail remove the 

ticket agents in 1976. Several of the items in the painting were Denshaw's personal property, including 

the railroad clock and rubber stamp tree. [JED] 

 

Mike Denshaw's daughter, Joanne Denshaw, describes the station master's duties [2021]: 

 

Typically in the morning, the Station Master arrived at least an hour before the first scheduled train 

was due. They inspected the premises, tended to the boiler, heater or ceiling fans, swept the waiting 

room and platforms, made sure the windows were clean and the public areas including restroom 

were in good order.  

During the morning commuter rush, the Station Master sold tickets and monthly passes, answered 

questions about railroad routes, schedules, transfers and other travel related queries. Later they 

fielded freight consignments, put prospective clients in touch with the sales team who could help 

them build or refurbish a railroad siding so they could ship and receive inventory and supplies at 

their company's site. Sometimes they would help educate freight customers and help negotiate 

settlement of outstanding demurrage charges stemming from cars held on customer rails beyond 

the scope of their contract. 

The Station Master also served as a Community Relations Ambassador providing information about 

the Reading Railroad Company, the industry and addressing local concerns. 

In smaller station like Belle Mead, the Station Master was also the groundskeeper. In all stations it 

was the Station Master who secured the business and premises. Vandalism was an ongoing problem 

everywhere. 

 

Hopewell was a busier station not necessarily by passenger count but by the number of neighbors 

and visitors who stopped by each day. Some regulars came just to talk with Dad and exchange news. 

Other frequent station guests included staff from the Hopewell Valley News whose office was just 

across the street on the corner, the neighboring deli, Mr. Nevius the local mail carrier and quite a 

few railroad buffs and trades people of all kind. 
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Second and Third Floors 

The second and third floors of these types of stations were designed as the residence for the station 

master, or for use as offices. They were later rented by the railroads as residences. The third floor also 

was used as general attic storage space.  

 

When the Pennington station was built, the upper floors were intended as the residence of the agent, 

and there was a water tank in the attic. [Trenton State Gazette 1/22/1887] 

When the Hopewell station was built, the upper stories were "filled up" as offices for the Resident 

Superintendent, Road Master and Assistant Engineer. [HH 1/10/1877] 

 

In Hopewell, as described in the Hopewell Station Preservation Plan [1996], the second floor was divided 

into four rooms, each running from front to back. The kitchen was on the west end (#205).  

 

 
Hopewell second floor plan - North up - track side on top, street side on bottom [Hw Plan 1996] 

 

The third floor in Hopewell had the bathroom for the station master's residence (to the left of the stairs, 

#304), and the remainder originally may have been an unfinished attic. Additional rooms in the third 

floor were probably added in the first quarter of the 1900s. 

 

 
Hopewell Third floor plan - North up - track side on top, street side on bottom [Hw Plan 1996] 
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In Pennington, some of the railroad laborers were assigned temporary residence in the station as it was 

being built; faint marks were visible on the ceiling where the rooms had been divided into smaller units. 

[JED] 

 

When the Hopewell station master's family lived in the Pennington station in the 1970s, they occupied 

the second and third floors, as reported by Joanne Denshaw [2021]: 

 

[Second floor] 

From the street side, a narrow staircase led to a shared landing. If you turned left you entered a 

large kitchen which opened onto the living room. If you turned right you entered the living room. 

That led into the dining room and then into the master bedroom which had a walk in closet. There 

was originally a hallway which ran the length of the living room to the back of the master bedroom 

closet. Dad closed it off and created a small library in the space, accessed from the dining room. 

[Third floor] 

The staircase from the second floor to the top also had a shared landing. To the left took you into 

the one and only bathroom which still featured a claw foot bathtub. To the right you entered into a 

narrow hallway which led into my brothers room which had an adjoining walk-in closet behind the 

bathroom with access into both rooms. My bedroom was on the track side of the building and you 

had to go through my room to enter the attic.  

All of the windows were original with very tall panes in wooden frames which could be raised in the 

summer to accommodate screens to cool the house. The window sills were very deep and cat 

approved as well as a great place for my mother to grow African Violets.  

As you might imagine, the attic was drafty and there were spots where you could see straight 

through the lathe and stone to glimpse outside. We sometimes had visitors including a barn owl. 

Mice were frequently found despite the presence of cats. Yes, we did have to straighten anything 

hung on the walls after an especially heavy freight train rolled past and the floors were uneven. 
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Hopewell / Pennington Train Chronology 

Train Lines and Service Chronology (1870s - c1980s) 

Timeline of the development of railroad service to Hopewell and Pennington station, with references. 

See the separate Hopewell and Pennington Station timelines below for more details on the revival of the 

stations. 

Beginnings (1870s) 

5/11/1874 - Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad chartered [RR Manual 1880] 

1/5-6/1876 - "Frog War" - D&BB wins legal permission for frog [NYT 1/7, 1/8/1876] 

5/1/1876 - D&BB line opened - single track [HH 4/27/1876, NYT 4/27 & 4/28/1876] 

1/1877 - Hopewell train station built and occupied [HH 1/10/1877] 

1/1877 - Pennington train station built and occupied [Trenton State Gazette 1/22/1877] 

Golden Age (1880s - 1940s) 

1879 - Hopewell schedule  - Weekday 16 stops, Sun 3 [Official Guide] 

1879 - Pennington schedule - Weekday 17 stops, Sun 3 

1881 - Hopewell to Phila. schedule  - Weekday   8 stops, Sun 2 [Official Guide] 

1881 - Pennington to Phila. schedule  - Weekday 10 stops, Sun 2 

1910 - Hopewell schedule - Weekday 20 stops, Sundays 17 

1910 - Pennington schedule  - Weekday 20 stops, Sundays 14 

[1914-1917 U.S.-1918 - Word War I] 

1917 - 16 daily stops in Hopewell, plus 11 on Sundays  

 Commuters objected to the cut of 2 daily trains in each direction [HH 8/8/1917] 

1921 - Hopewell schedule     - Weekday 16 stops, Sundays & Holidays 12 

1921 - Pennington schedule  - Weekday 16 stops, Sundays & Holidays 9 

Decline (1940s - 1960s) 

[1939-1942 U.S.-1945 - World War II] 

1945 - Hopewell schedule - Weekday 16 stops, Sundays & Holidays 9 

1945 - Pennington schedule - Weekday 14 stops, Sundays & Holidays 5 (Pennington flag stop) 

11/1945 - Hopewell station closed on Sundays [HH 12/5/1945] 

4/1962 - Hopewell to Phila. schedule - Weekday 5 stops , Sat 2 , Sun 4 

4/1962 - Pennington to Phila. schedule - Weekday 2 stops (8:02a,9:35p) , Sat 1 (8:07p) , Sun 1 (11:34p) 

4/1963 - Hopewell  to Phila. schedule - Weekday 3 stops, Sat 1 , Sun none 

4/1963 - Pennington to Phila. schedule - Weekday 1 stop (8:08a), Sat none, Sun 1 

1967 - All service at Pennington discontinued [Penn NR 1974], station closed [HVN 1/13/1983] 

Penn Central / Conrail  (1970s)  [see Pennington] 

1968 - Penn Central formed by merger of Pennsylvania and New York Central Railroads 

1970 - Penn Central declares bankruptcy 

1976 - Conrail began operations - Penn Central and Reading Railroads 

N. J. Transit (1980s)   [see Hopewell] 

Jan. 1980 - NJ Transit takes over passenger operations 

1981 - West Trenton Line - 2 trains daily morning and evening between Philadelphia and Newark 

12/3/1982 - NJ Transit West Trenton rail line eliminated - Hopewell passenger service ends 

1/1983 - NJ Transit takes over commuter train service from Conrail [TET 1/2/1993] 

1997 - Conrail privatized through public stock offering 
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Pennington Train Station Chronology (from 1960s) 

Timeline of the development of the Pennington station: Key railroad service milestones and notes on 

changes to the station complex, followed by details on the revival of the station. 

Growth and Decline (1870s - 1950s)  [see Train Service] 

5/20/1876 - Service inaugurated for Pennington and Hopewell on Delaware and Bound Brook 

Gala ceremony at  Pennington. railroad gave 700 townspeople free round trips to the Centennial 

Exposition in Philadelphia. [Penn NR 1974] 

1/1887 - Pennington train station built and in use [Trenton State Gazette 1/22/1877] 

 

1879 - 1945 - 16 to 20 to 15 daily stops in Pennington 

 

1900 - 1st decade - over 50 daily trains arrival and departure at Pennington station(!?) [Penn NR 1974] 

c1904 - 53 trains a day stopped at Pennington(!?). Staffed by agent and three clerks [Seabrook 2000] 

 

1925 - Pennington station fountain removed? 

- Pennington freight station removed? 

 

Closing and Revival (1960s / 1970s) 

1962[63] - Reading cut service from 14 to 2 trains stopping at Pennington. [Penn NR 1974] 

 

1967 - All service at Pennington discontinued, station closed [Penn NR 1974, HVN 1/13/1983] 

 

1977 - Pennington station sold as private residence for $50K [DB 2050-27, 1977-08-11 - Reading / 

D&BB] 

 

1981 - Start of Pennington condominiums development 

 - Pennington passenger shelter still exists 

 - Underpass still open - vandals and graffiti 

 - Freight shed burned down - Larger shed by N. Main remains 

 

c1987 - Pennington station part of Station at Pennington Condominiums development [DB] 
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Hopewell Train Station Chronology (from 1970s) 

Timeline of the development of the Hopewell station: Key railroad service milestones and notes on 

changes to the station complex, followed by details on the revival of the station. 

Growth and Decline (1870s - 1960s)  [see Train Service] 

1/5-6/1876 - "Frog War" - D&BB wins legal permission for frog [NYT 1/7, 1/8/1876] 

5/1/1876 - D&BB line opened [HH 4/27/1876, NYT 4/27 & 4/28/1876] 

1/1877 - Hopewell train station built and occupied [HH 1-10-1877] 

1879 - 1945 - 16 to 20 daily stops in Hopewell 

by 1934 - Passenger shed [postcard MZ] 

12/1945 - Hopewell station closed Sundays [HH 12/5/1945] 

by 1950s - Signal house & bridges [photo REL] 

6/6/1952 - Hopewell signal tower closed [RML] 

1952 - Reading consolidated towers, reduced number of tracks [RML] 

Conrail  (1970s)  

1976 - Conrail began operations - Penn Central and Reading Railroads 

10/1976 - No ticket agent but station open at Hopewell and Belle Mead 

 Conrail closing stations [Ridgewood News 10/10/1976] 

1976 - 2 trains daily for Hopewell between Philadelphia and Newark [Courier-News 9/9/1975] 

by 1976 - Waiting room boarded up  [TET 7/26/1981] 

1978 - NJ pays Conrail & Amtrak $17.5M for 374 miles of track, 130 stations 

 $17,559 for West Trenton, $7,850 for Hopewell - Belle Mead for free 

9/11/1978 - State of NJ buys Hopewell station from Conrail $7,850 [DB 2177-718, 12/23/1981] 

1979 - NJ Transit created by state legislature [TET 1/9/1980] 

1979 - Mayor Walker rejects buying railroad station, restoration estimated $500K [TET 3/13/1979] 

N. J. Transit / Closing  (1980 - 1983) 

Jan. 1980 - NJ Transit takes over passenger operations 

 Commuter trains renamed NJ Transit, Conrail operates under contract [TET 1/9/1980] 

1981 - West Trenton Line - 2 trains daily morning and evening between Philadelphia and Newark 

 Only stops West Trenton, Hopewell, and Belle Mead before Bound Brook; 200-260 riders 

 Jointly owned by SEPTA and NJ Transit, SEPTA equipment [TET 1/30/1981, NSL 7/12/1981] 

 2 2-car trains each way - Wall Street and Crusader [NSL 6/12/1981] 

 7:25 & 8:40 am to Newark, 4:54 & 5:40 pm from Newark [HVN 6/11/1981] 

1981 - Conrail sold Hopewell station property to State of NJ for $7,850 [DB 2177-718, 12/23/1981]  

1980s - "NJ Transit offered Hopewell station to Borough for $1, refused"  [Hw Plan 1996] 

 - Boro rented station from NJ for $1 a month in early 1980s [Boro records] 

 

12/3/1982 - Hopewell passenger service ends - NJ Transit West Trenton rail line eliminated 

 

1/1983 - NJ Transit took over commuter train service from Conrail [TET 1/2/1993] 

1942 - 1983 - Hopewell station upstairs tenant evicted by Conrail - James Golcher [Phila Inq, 1/16/1983] 

1983 - NJ Transit boarded broken windows  [HVN 12/29/1983] 
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Fedor (1984-1993) 

3/17/1984 -  Hopewell Railroad Station entered into NJ Register of Historic Places [HwBoro letter] 

12/1984 - NJ Transit sold Hopewell station to Bernard Fedor for $85K [DB 2370-524, 12/23/1986?]  

 Plan family restaurant, apartments, 2 offices + townhouses, 4.3 acres [TT 2/10/1985] 

1985 - Fodor redid slate roof, remade trim, redid windows (stored) - scaffolding still up  [TT 2/10/1985] 

1988 - Station boarded up - scaffolding on back [photo TET 4/17/1988] 

Hopewell Borough (1993) 

6/30/1993 - Hopewell Borough acquired station from Fedor for $300K [DB 2706-258, 07/28/1993] 

 Used $65,000 of Boro funds and $250,000 from private donor  [Hw Plan 1996] 

1993 - Station boarded up - scaffolding on front [photo TT 8/15/1993] 

1994 - Station boarded up - no scaffolding  - painted as windows [photo TT 9/4/1994] 

1993 - NJ Transit Railroad Feasibility Study for reviving West Trenton line [TET 2/9/1993] 

1994 - Hopewell - lower train tracks (for bridge)  [letter] 

1994 - Hopewell Borough received $703,400 grant for exterior restorations  

 From U.S. Dept. of Transportation  

 Interior needs overhaul plumbing and electrics, restoration of waiting room 

 Exterior needs new roof and windows [PrPacket 12/16/1997] 

1995 - Hopewell Borough received $586,050 grant for design work and interior restorations 

From New Jersey Historic Trust - Bring facility up to code for fire, electric, plumbing and 

handicap accessibility; provide heating and cooling; restore architectural details and building 

components [CJ 10/31/2001] 

 

1/1996 - Hopewell Railroad Station Preservation Plan 

 - Ford Farewell Mills and Gatsch & Heritage Studies 

 

1997 - Station boarded up - painted as windows [photo Pr Packet 12/16/1997] 

 

1/1999 - Hopewell Borough construction contract - Haverstick Borthwick - scaffolding  [Hw Plan 1996] 

3/1999 - Hopewell construction work began - complete scheduled 10/1/1999  [FFMG 4/99] 

 

1999 - Interior renovation of freight shed, Eagle Scout Kevin Kirby [US1 11/27/2001] 

12/1999 - Open house after exterior renovations  - windows, balcony, not cresting 

 upstairs renovations not complete [TT 12/12/1999] 

 

Winter 2001 - Hopewell station reopened as a community center - cresting, balcony 

 

2014 - Dedicated the David H. Knights Community Center [CJ 6/3/2014] 
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Hopewell Valley Railroad Lines (1870s) 
 

Rev. 12/3/2021 x - D. Dixon 

 

In the 1870s the Hopewell Valley saw two rival railroad lines running north through Pennington and 

Hopewell - the Mercer and Somerset (M&S) and the Delaware and Bound Brook (D&BB). After the "Frog 

War" of 1876, the M&S was soon abandoned, and the D&BB remained as our current railbed and 

stations. 

 

This brief provides a history of the background of this competition, and the resulting golden age and 

then decline of local railroad service in the area. It also includes an extensive chronology with references 

for these and other local transportation services. 

 

• See also the associated Hopewell and Pennington Train Stations brief for more on the details of the 

stations and local railroad service. 

 

Railroad Competition 

1830 - Camden and Amboy Railroad incorporated 

1871 - Pennsylvania Railroad acquires United Company 

    Includes Delaware and Raritan Canal,  

    Camden and Amboy Railroad, Belvidere Delaware Railroad,  

    New Brunswick and Trenton Railroad (Northeast Corridor) 

1870 - Mercer and Somerset Railroad chartered, construction 

1874 - Mercer and Somerset opened, Phila. to N. Y. 

1874 - Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad chartered 

    Route for Philadelphia & Reading Railroad 

1/1876 - "Frog War" - D&BB crosses M&S at Hopewell 

5/1876 - D&BB main line opened - Phila. to N. Y. 

1880 - Mercer and Somerset abandoned 

1879 -1945 - Up to 15 to 20 weekday stops, Hopewell & Pennington 

Decline 

By 1963 – Hopewell reduced to 6 weekday stops, Pennington 2 

1967 - Pennington passenger service ends 

1968 - Penn Central merger - Pennsylvania and New York Central  

1976 - Conrail absorbs Penn Central and Reading railroads 

1970-1980 - 4 weekday stops in Hopewell 

1980 -  New Jersey Transit takes over passenger operations 

1983 - Hopewell passenger service ends - West Trenton line 

 

Hopewell Township 

Delaware and Raritan Canal - active 1834-1933 

    - Connect Delaware and Raritan rivers to NYC 

Belvidere Delaware Railroad (“Bel Del”) - operated c1836 - c1976 

    - Connect Trenton to Belvidere, Warren County (coal & iron) 

Pennington and Hopewell Trolley Service from Trenton - 1902 - 1931 

    - Hopewell ended 1924, Pennington ended 1931 

 
 

 
 

 
[Railway Guide 1879] 
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Hopewell Railroad Competition 

Introduction 

The last half of the 1800s, after the Civil War, saw huge growth and expansion 

of railroad companies - growing from local to state to regional, through 

building new tracks, partnerships and lease agreements, mergers and 

acquisitions, business competition and chicanery in state legislatures.  

 

The Hopewell Valley was ground zero for one major such rivalry, with the 

Pennsylvania Railroad and the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad both 

needing to extend their lines through the area to connecting Philadelphia and 

New York City for service along the east coast. 

 

This competition turned physical in the 1876 "Frog War," as the competing 

Mercer and Somerset Railroad (M&S) and Delaware and Bound Brook 

Railroad (D&BB) met just west of Hopewell Borough in a fight over the need 

to cross each other's tracks.  

 

The end result of this dispute was the quick abandonment of the Mercer 

and Somerset line, and the success of the Delaware and Bound Brook - which is the train line that still 

runs freight trains across Hopewell Township and Somerset County, and which constructed the 

Hopewell and Pennington train stations. 
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Crossing New Jersey - D&BB and M&S - 1870s 

The Pennsylvania Railroad's solution to connecting Philadelphia to New York was simply to acquire the 

United New Jersey Railroad and Canal Company in 1872, a conglomerate that owned the key New 

Brunswick and Trenton Railroad, now the Amtrak Northeast Corridor line that runs from Trenton 

through Princeton to New Brunswick and north to New York. The United Company also owned the older 

Camden and Amboy Railroad from Camden to South Amboy, the Belvidere Delaware Railroad (Bel-Del) 

north from Trenton along the Delaware River, and also the Delaware and Raritan Canal. 

 

To counter the new Pennsylvania Railroad connection, the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad decided to 

build the Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad (D&BB), which was chartered in 1874. 

 

 
[NYT 1/22/1870] 

The D&BB route ran from a Delaware River 

bridge at Yardley through Pennington, 

Hopewell, and Belle Mead to Bound Brook.  

 

The full route from Philadelphia to New York 

then passed over three lines - the new 

Northern Pennsylvania Railroad from 

Philadelphia to Yardley, the Delaware and 

Bound Brook to Bound Brook, and then the 

New Jersey Central Railroad to New York 

City. 

 

The Pennsylvania Railroad worked to block the new D&BB line by quickly building its own line more 

horizontally across the state - the Mercer and Somerset Railroad (M&S). The M&S was charted in 1870, 

and ran from the Delaware River in Ewing through Pennington and Hopewell and curved east to 

Millstone. The result was not direct service - the connection to Philadelphia was from Trenton west on 

the Bel-Del to Somerset Jct. in Ewing, and the connection to New York was through West Millstone. 

 

 
[Wyoming (PA) Democrat, 3/11/1874] 

The Mercer and Somerset line was formally 

opened in February 1874, and the 

Pennsylvania Railroad started through 

service from Philadelphia to New York in 

March. 
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"Frog War" - 1876 

The Delaware and Bound Brook continued construction, both northeast from the Delaware and 

southwest from Bound Brook, and intersected with the M&S line just west of Hopewell Borough, near 

the current Van Dyke Road railroad bridge north of Route 654 (Pennington-Hopewell Road). 

 

This lead to the infamous "Frog War," so named because the D&BB needed to install a "frog" across the 

M&S track - the piece of track that would allow trains on either line to cross the other track. 

 

 

 
[NYT 1/7/1876] 

The Pennsylvania's Mercer and Somerset wanted 

to prevent the crossing, and so installed an 

engine that blocked the tracks and only moved 

out of the way on a siding when a M&S train 

came through.  

 

The situation got physical on January 5 and 6, 

1876, when the D&BB disabled the M&S blocking 

train in order to build the frog, and the M&S sent 

additional engines to ram through. The governor 

eventually sent troops to restore order, and the 

D&BB won a quick order to permit the frog. 

 

The Delaware and Bound Brook line then opened for service on May 1, 1876, offering through service on 

the New York and Philadelphia "New Line." 

 

 
[NYT 4/27/1876] 

 

 
[NYT 4/28/1876 - extracts] 
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Hopewell / Pennington Railroad Service - 1881 Map 

The 1881 Barrington New Railroad Map includes both of the railroad lines through Pennington / 

Hopewell as of 1879 (before the M&S was shut down).  The map is annotated to highlight the train lines 

and stations for the D&BB (blue) and M&S (purple) lines.  

 

The Pennsylvania Railroad lines on the right (marked in red) are the United (now the Northeast Corridor) 

and the Camden and Amboy. The Pennsylvania RR line on the bottom left along the river (in green) is 

the Belvidere Delaware Railroad.  

 

 

[61]



Hopewell History Brief  ≡ Hopewell Valley Railroad Lines ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 7 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

The End of the M&S - 1880 

The Frog War marked the beginning of the end of the Mercer and Somerset, since the line was built as a 

blocking action, and was not commercially feasible, especially with a much less direct route to New York.   

 

This contrast between the M&S and the D&BB was reflected in the annual financials [RR Manual]: 

 

Year Line Income Earnings Notes 

1875  M&S    $19,689 total earnings      $6,297 deficit  Before D&BB completed 

1876  M&S    $18,377 gross receipts    $20,874 deficit  D&BB began operations 

1876  D&BB $309,139 total earnings  $146,193 net earnings (through April 1877) 

1879 M&S     $5,663 gross earnings    $15,260 deficit   M&S shutting down 

1879  D&BB $310,469 total earnings  $143,255 net earnings   

 

In November, 1879, the Mercer and Somerset sold under foreclosure for $50,000 to the Pennsylvania 

Railroad, who held the mortgage. 

 

 
[Monmouth (NJ) Democrat 1/29/1880] 

The Pennsylvania Railroad briefly continued to run 

the M&S service. 

 

In January 1880, the Pennsylvania Railroad 

discontinued service on the Mercer and Somerset, 

and then officially abandoned the tracks. The tracks 

then were soon removed, apparently during 1880. 
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Railroad Service - Into the 1900s 

In 1879 the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad took formal control of the Delaware and Bound Brook. It 

promoted the through connection as the New York and Philadelphia New Line Railway. 

 

 
[HH 7/5/1882] 

 

The D&BB was quite successful, combining both 

passenger and freight service, The 1879 earnings 

were $141,959 for passenger service, and $165,791 

for freight.  [RR Manual] 

 

The active railroad service on the D&BB line is 

shown in railroad schedules through the 1940s, 

followed by a decline into the 1960s and the 

termination in 1983. 

 

 

The railroad schedules across the U.S. were printed in the regularly updated Travelers' Official Guide to 

the Railroad (the "Official Guide" or "Official Railway Guide"). These schedules focus on end-to-end 

Philadelphia / New York service, and omit purely local service on the D&BB line. They include both locals 

(all stops) and express service (which stop at Hopewell and/or Pennington): 

• 1879 and 1881 - 16 daily stops in Hopewell and 5 on Sundays 

• 1910 - 20 daily stops in Hopewell, and 17  on Sundays 

• 1917 - 16 daily stops in Hopewell, plus 11 on Sundays  

 Commuters objected to the cut of 2 daily trains in each direction [HH 8/8/1917] 

• 1921 -16 daily stops in Hopewell, plus 12 on Sundays and Holidays 

• 1945 -16 daily stops in Hopewell, plus 9 on Sundays and Holidays 
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Railroad Decline - 1950s-80s 

The railroad business declined after World War II for a number of reasons. Passenger service was 

affected by the growth of the automobile and the movement to the suburbs, and freight service was 

affected by the growth of truck and air transportation. In the east, also railroads were harmed by the 

decline in demand for coal due to the growth of oil. And in the Hopewell area, passenger service was 

affected by completion from the Northeast Corridor route through Trenton and Princeton, which ran 

directly to midtown Manhattan instead of the Reading's route to the financial district on the southern 

tip of the island. 

 

The result for passengers was a steady decline in train service, with the news of mergers and 

bankruptcies, leading to government funding of railroad service. 

 

This decline can be seen in the schedules for service to Hopewell from the Official Guide and other 

sequences: 

• 1945 -16 daily stops in Hopewell, plus 9 on Sundays and Holidays ... 

• 1962 - 5 daily stops in Hopewell south from New York + 2 Sat. + 3 Sun. (north not recorded) 

• 1963 - 3 daily stops in Hopewell south from New York + 1 Sat. - No service Sun. and Holidays 

• 1969 - 2 trains daily south from Newark to Philadelphia 

• 1976 - 2 trains daily north from Philadelphia to Newark [Courier-News 9/9/1975] 

• 1981 - 2 trains daily morning and evening north from Philadelphia to Newark [NSL 7/12/1981] 

 

In 1968, the economic situation for the railroads had become so urgent that the once-mighty 

Pennsylvania Railroad and New York Central Railroad merged to form the Penn Central Transportation 

Company. But in 1970 Penn Central declared bankruptcy. 

 

The federal government intervened by forming the Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail) in 1976 to 

consolidate the northeastern rail lines, including the Penn Central Railroad and Reading Railroad. 

 

In 1979 the New Jersey state legislature 

created NJ Transit, which then took over 

passenger service from Conrail in 1980. 

 

In 1983 NJ Transit eliminated all service on 

the West Trenton rail line.  

 

At the time, the only remaining stops - the 

last remnants of the D&BB passenger service 

- were West Trenton, Hopewell, and Belle 

Mead before Bound Brook. (Service to 

Pennington had been eliminated in 1967.) 

 

 

 

 

[TET 6/30/1981] 
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Hopewell Transportation Timeline 

Summary timeline of railroad activity in and around the Hopewell Valley. [General timeline from HAHG] 

Area Railroads 

1830 - Camden and Amboy Railroad incorporated 

1871 - Pennsylvania Railroad leases (absorbs) United Company - 

 Camden and Amboy Railroad, Belvidere Delaware Railroad, Delaware and Raritan Canal 

M&S and D&BB 

Mercer and Somerset Railroad Built (1870) 

1870 - Mercer and Somerset Railroad chartered by NJ legislature, construction begins [NYT 11/2/1870] 

1871 - United Company formally leases the Mercer and Somerset 

12/1/1871 - Pennsylvania Railroad leases United New Jersey Railroad and Canal Companies 

2/7/1874 - Mercer and Somerset Railroad formally opened [NYT 2/9/1874] 

3/2/1874 - Penna. RR through service to N. Y. via M&S [Wyoming Democrat (PA) 3/11/1874] 

Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad Built (1873) 

1873 - Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad incorporated 

5/11/1874 - Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad chartered [RR Manual 1880] 

Frog War (1876) 

1874-1876 - D&BB track laid southwest from Bound Brook and northeast from the Delaware  

 [Paterson Daily Press 11/6/1874, NYT 2/7/1876] 

 Cross M&S west of Hopewell - near current Van Dyke Road railroad bridge  

 north of Route 654 (Pennington-Hopewell Road) 2/7/1876]] 

187x - Pennsylvania RR has N. J. legislature pass law requiring 90 degree crossings (Reading redesigned) 

12/1875 - Pennsylvania RR places "guard" locomotive on siding to block track at crossing 

1/5-6/1876 - "Frog War" - Disabled locomotives, crashing blockades  

 - D&BB wins legal permission for frog [NYT 1/7, 1/8/1876] 

5/1/1876 - Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad main line opened ("New Line")  

 [RR Manual 1880, HH 4/27/1876, NYT 4/27 & 4/28/1876] 

Demise of Mercer and Somerset (1880) 

11/18/1879 - Mercer and Somerset sold under foreclosure for $50,000 to the Pennsylvania Railroad,  

 who held mortgage [NYT 11/28/1879] 

1/21/1880 - M&S service on Belvedere Railroad discontinued by Pennsylvania Railroad  

 [Monmouth (NJ) Democrat, 1/29/1880] 

1/29/1880 - M&S RR officially abandoned by the Pennsylvania Railroad [Camden Daily Post 1/31/1880] 

1880 - M&S tracks removed 

Delaware and Bound Brook Continues (1879) 

5/1/1879, Philadelphia and Reading RR leases Delaware and Bound Brook for 99 years [RR manual 1880] 

 Promoted as the New York and Philadelphia New Line Railway 

1881/82 - Philadelphia & Reading RR, North Penn. Bound Brook Division, New York Branch  

 [HH 7/5/1882] 

11/1910 - Pennsylvania Station opened in Manhattan; also included Long Island Rail Road. 

 Built two tunnels under the Hudson River to link to main line at Newark;  

 provided direct access from New Jersey without having to use a ferry.  
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Penn Central / Conrail / N. J. Transit - End Passenger Service (1940s - 1983) 

11/1945 - Hopewell station closed on Sundays [HH 12/5/1945] 

1967 - All service at Pennington discontinued, station closed [Penn NR 1974, HVN 1/13/1983] 

2/1/1968 - Penn Central Transportation Company formed  

 by merger of Pennsylvania Railroad and New York Central Railroad 

6/21/1970 - Penn Central declared bankruptcy 

4/1/1976 -  Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail) began operations as U.S. funded private company 

 to consolidate northeastern rail lines. Absorbed Penn Central Railroad and Reading Railroad 

10/1976 - "ConRail" closing stations - Hopewell and Belle Mead station buildings to stay open  

 Oct. to April, but with no ticket agent on duty [Ridgewood News 10/10/1976] 

N. J. Transit - End Passenger Service (1983) 

1979 - NJ Transit created by state legislature [TET 1/9/1980] 

1/1980 - NJ Transit takes over passenger operations - Commuter trains renamed NJ Transit 

 NJ Transit equipment, Conrail operates under contract [TET 1/9/1980] 

1980 - Staggers Act passed, largely deregulated railroads 

1981 - West Trenton Line - 200/260 riders between Philadelphia and Newark 

 Only stops West Trenton, Hopewell, and Belle Mead before Bound Brook 

 Jointly owned by SEPTA and NJ Transit, SEPTA equipment [TET 1/30/1981, NSL 7/12/1981] 

11/1982 - NJ Transit service cuts plan - eliminate Hopewell and Belle Mead  

 [Central N. J. Home News 11/12/1982] 

12/3/1982 - Hopewell line passenger service ends - West Trenton rail line eliminated 

 

1/1/1983 - NJ Transit takes over commuter train service from Conrail   [TET 1/2/1993] 

 (congress 1981 required Conrail to exit passenger service) 

 

1997 - Conrail privatized through public stock offering - split up 1998 -  

 Norfolk Southern acquired many former Pennsylvania Railroad lines  

 and CSX acquired many former NY Central lines,  

 Conrail then operating as Switching and Terminal Railroad for NS and CSX 

 

2021 - Freight traffic continues on the former D&BB line 
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Hopewell Valley Transportation Timeline - Canal, Bel Del, Trolley 

Other Hopewell area transportation links. [General timeline from HAHG] 

 

Delaware and Raritan Canal - 1834-1933 

 - Link the  Delaware and Raritan rivers across the waist of New Jersey 

 - Designed to connect the Central and Lower Delaware Valley with New York City 

1830 - Delaware and Raritan Canal Company chartered by the N. J. legislature 

1831 - Joint Companies created - consolidated Delaware and Raritan Canal  

 with Camden and Amboy Railroad 

1834 - Delaware and Raritan Canal opened for traffic for entire length 

1867 - Joint Companies part of United Canal and Railroad Company of New Jersey 

1871 - Pennsylvania Railroad leases (absorbs) United Company 

1872 - United Canal and Railroad Company becomes United New Jersey Railroad and Canal Company  

1933 - Pennsylvania Railroad ceased operations on the canal  

1934 - Delaware and Raritan Canal taken over by the state of New Jersey 

1944 - Began rehabilitating canal for use as a water source  

1974 - Delaware and Raritan Canal State Park 

 

Belvidere Delaware Railroad (“Bel Del”) - c1836 - c1976 

 - Run along Delaware River between Trenton and Belvidere, Warren County,  

 - Connect Trenton, Camden&Amboy with coal- and iron-rich Upper Delaware and Lehigh valleys 

 - Never a profitable venture, but maintained as an integral component of central Jersey network 

1836 - Belvidere Delaware Railroad chartered, subsidiary of Camden and Amboy 

1856 - Opened from Trenton to Phillipsburg  [Hist Marker] 

1871/1876 - Pennsylvania Railroad leases (absorbs) United Company 

    Active through Penn Central period - Belvidere Branch of the Trenton Division of the Pennsylvania 

1976 - Abandoned shortly after Conrail take-over 

 

Pennington and Hopewell Trolley Service - 1902 - 1931 

 - Construct trolley line between Trenton and Hopewell Borough 

1902 - Trenton, Pennington, and Hopewell Street Railway Company chartered  

1902 - Trolley service began between Trenton and Pennington  

1903 - Trolley line absorbed by larger Trenton Street Railway  

1904 - Trolley line completed to terminus at Elm Street in Hopewell Borough 

1924 - Trolley service to Hopewell Borough ended, tracks removed 

1931 - Trolley service to Pennington ended 

 

Route in Hopewell Township followed the old Trenton Road for its entire length 

 (south / west of (now) Route 31, and along streets in Pennington and Hopewell) 

- North from Ewing Township line along Route 31 to Main Street in Pennington 

- Main Street through Pennington Borough to Route 31 

- N.J. Route 31 to Pennington-Hopewell Road 

- Northeast on Pennington-Hopewell Road and Broad Street to Elm Street in Hopewell Borough 

 

[67]



Hopewell History Brief  ≡ Hopewell Valley Railroad Lines ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 13 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

 M&S and D&B Train Schedules and Stations 

Pennsylvania RR - Belvedere Division - 1879 Schedule - Remnant of M&S 

By 1878, the Pennsylvania's former Mercer & Somerset Branch was reduced to one passenger train a 

day in each direction. 

 

Belvedere Division Schedule - 1879 - extract 

[Railway Guide 1879] 

 

Mercer & Somerset Stops 

~ 22 miles, 1:25 

 

Somerset Jct. (on Delaware) 

Burroughs 

Woolsey 

Pennington 

Marshall (Marshall's Corner) 

Hopewell 

Stoutsburg 

Blawenburg 

Harlingen 

Hillsboro 

West Millstone 

 

 

Reading RR - Delaware and Bound Brook - 1879 Schedule (portion) 

In 1879, the Delaware and Bound Brook had 16 daily stops in Hopewell 

Delaware and Bound Brook - 1879 - extract 

[Railway Guide 1879] 

 

Delaware and Bound Brook Stops 

29 miles, 1:20 (37 min. expr.) 

 

Trenton Jct. 

Ewing 

Pennington  

Glenmoore (Moores) 

Hopewell  

Stoutsburg 

Skillman 

Harlingen 

Belle Mead (Vanaken) 

Hamilton 

Weston  (Weston-Manville) 

Bound Brook 
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References 
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24 Model Ave., Hopewell - Lumberyard (1892)   
 

Rev. 10/7/2022 b - D. Dixon 

 

The lumberyard at #24 Model Avenue across from Vorhees Avenue was begun in 1892 by A. S. Golden 

and Amos C. Bond, and also sold coal, feed, fertilizers, agricultural implements, and even furniture. The 

business was acquired in 1923 by J. C. Van Doren, and later focused on lumber and building materials as 

it transitioned to his sones, Robert and George Van Doren. The property was sold in 2005 to Sawdust 

Construction / Henry Wittman III and operated as JMAT Supply. 

 

1889 - L. H. Reed & J. M. Ege - Hay Press 

Purchased property and built hay press buildings 

1892 - A. S. Golden - Coal, Feed, Fertilizers 

Abram Stout Golden (1848-1923) 

Rented Holcombe & Bro. coal yard 

Rented L. H. Reed hay press on Model 

1892 - Golden & Bond - Lumber, Coal, and Fertilizers 

Amos C. Bond (1860-1942) 

Bought Randolph Stout lumber yard, moved to Model 

Bought Model property from L. H. Reed 

Coal, feed, hay, grain, mason supplies 

1895 - A. S. Golden Lumber Yard 

Golden & Bond dissolved partnership 

1899 - W. E. Golden - Furniture (southeast building) 

William E. Golden (1879-1908) 

Fine furniture, and house furnishings 

1900s - A. S. Golden - Lumber, Coal, Building Materials 

Also Agricultural and Implement Warehouse, repairs 

 

1923 - Van Doren - Coal, Lumber, Feed 

Purchased from Golden 

1923 - J. C. Van Doren - Coal, Lumber, Feed 

Jacob C. Van Doren (1870-1951) 

1946 - J.C. Van Doren and Sons Lumber Yard 

Robert A. Van Doren (1916-2013) 

George Hough Van Doren (1917-1999) 

Van Doren's fires: 1935, 1974, 1991, 2004 

 

2005 - JMAT Supply - Wittman 

Sawdust Construction LLC  

Henry Wittman III & Henry Wittman IV 

2022 - Townhouse redevelopment 

 

 
Golden & Bond  [HHH 1897] 

 

 
A. S. Golden  [Sanborn 1912] 

 

 
JC Van Doren Sign  [2021] 

 

 

[70]



Hopewell History Property Brief   ≡ 24 Model Ave. - Lumberyard  ≡   

Hopewell Valley History Project 2 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

Contents 

1889 - Reed and Ege - Hay Press ................................................................................................................... 3 

1889 - L. H. Reed and J. M. Ege - Hay Press .............................................................................................. 3 

1892 - 1923 - A. S. Golden - Lumber, Coal, and Fertilizers ........................................................................... 4 

Early 1892 - A. S. Golden - Coal, Feed, Fertilizers ..................................................................................... 4 

Late 1892 - Golden & Bond - Lumber, Coal, and Fertilizers ...................................................................... 5 

1895 / 1900s - A. S. Golden - Agricultural Implements ............................................................................. 8 

1899 - W. E. Golden - Furniture ................................................................................................................ 9 

1923 - J. C. Van Doren - Coal, Lumber, Feed ............................................................................................... 10 

1923 - J. C. Van Doren - Coal, Lumber, Feed ........................................................................................... 10 

1946 - J. C. Van Doren and Sons Lumber Yard ........................................................................................ 11 

Lumber Yard Fires ................................................................................................................................... 13 

2005 - JMAT Supply - Wittmans .................................................................................................................. 18 

2022 - Lumberyard Townhouse Redevelopment ................................................................................... 20 

Model Avenue Streetscape ......................................................................................................................... 21 

Model Ave. School and Annex ................................................................................................................ 21 

Lumberyard Property .............................................................................................................................. 22 

Lumberyard Site .......................................................................................................................................... 23 

1900-1937 Sanborn Fire Maps ................................................................................................................ 23 

1930s-1970s Aerials ................................................................................................................................ 24 

References .................................................................................................................................................. 25 

 

  

 

[71]



Hopewell History Property Brief   ≡ 24 Model Ave. - Lumberyard  ≡   

Hopewell Valley History Project 3 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

1889 - Reed and Ege - Hay Press 

The lumberyard property was first used in 1889 as a hay press, with an associated railroad siding. 

1889 - L. H. Reed and J. M. Ege - Hay Press 

In 1889, Levi H. Reed and J. Mason Ege bought the land 

"adjoining the public school" from Joseph M. and Mariatta 

Phillips for $350 in order to construct hay press buildings.  

[HH 11/10/1914; DB 167-475, 1889-11-11]  Later in 1891, 

Ege quit claimed the property to Reed for $1325.  [DB 176-

325, 1891-02-04] 

 

The 1890 Scarlett map shows a Hay Press building on the 

lumberyard property, with a railroad siding angling over to 

it, but omits other details on this property. 

 

Levi H. Reed 

Levi Hixson Reed (1841-1914) was born in Glen Moore and had been a farmer in Hopewell.  [U. S. 

Census 1880]  In 1899 he joined William H. Kessler for a few years in the dry goods business that later 

became Kessler & Bellis (33 West Broad).  [HH Souvenir 1900, HH Progress 1914]  In the 1900 U. S. 

Census, Reed's occupation is listed as "Capitalist." 

 

J. Mason Ege 

J. Mason Ege (1866-1919) came to Hopewell at age 21 and entered the hardware business, which he 

continued for the rest of his life. His hardware store and associated residence (now gone) were at 31 

West Board (later Rorers). He served as president of the Hopewell Building and Loan Association, vice 

president of the Farmer's Mutual Fire Insurance Company, director of the Hopewell National Bank, 

superintendent of the water company, treasurer of the Hopewell Fire Department, and was elected a 

member of the Borough Council and member and director of the county Board of Freeholders.  [TET 

2/25/1919, 2/28/1919] 

 

J. Mason Ege, Ex-Freeholder 

No name has been more prominently associated with the public, political and 

business life of Hopewell and this section of Mercer County generally than 

that of J. Mason Ege. Mr. Ege, who has built up one of the largest and most 

prosperous business enterprises in Hopewell, is a native of Woodsville ... The 

Ege establishment was started on a small scale by its present owner, and by 

good business ability has been developed until it has reached its present 

commercial importance. Heavy stocks are carried of hardware, stoves, 

paints, implements and farmers’ supplies, and plumbing and heating is also 

done. ... [He] is the Hopewell representative of the Buick automobile. 

- Hopewell Herald Progress Edition - 5/1914 

 
J. Mason Ege 

[HH 1914] 

 
Hay Press (bottom left)  [Scarlett 1890]  
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1892 - 1923 - A. S. Golden - Lumber, Coal, and Fertilizers 

In 1892, A. S. Golden combined multiple businesses into the beginning of the lumberyard. 

 

Early 1892 - A. S. Golden - Coal, Feed, Fertilizers 

By March 1892, A. S. Golden rented the coal yard of F. F. 

Holcombe & Bro. (location unclear) and the hay press 

building of L. H. Reed (on the lumberyard site), and began 

a business dealing in coal, feed, fertilizers, "and kindred 

articles."  [HH 3/30/1892] 

 

Farley F. Holcombe 

Farley F. Holcombe (c1854 - 1932) ran a general store in 

Hopewell (at 47 West Broad, across from Mercer Street), 

was postmaster for 16 years, and was one of the organizers of the Hopewell National Bank.  [TET 

2/17/1932] 

 

F. F. Holcombe & Son, General Merchandise 

[ F. F. Holcombe & Son] ... was established by the senior member of the firm 

and a brother who came from Hunterdon county in March, 1881. The firm 

was successful from the first, and F. F. Holcombe has since played a very 

active part in the business and public life of the borough. ... He was one of 

the first to suggest the organization of a bank here, and has been a director 

since it was started in 1890. He also helped to start two building and loan 

associations, and was made president of the Hopewell Valley [Building and 

Loan]. He served two years in Council and fifteen years and a half as 

postmaster, and at one time operated the creamery, and was in the coal 

business. The store, which now carries a large line of general merchandise, 

is now almost entirely in charge of his son Russell... 

- Hopewell Herald Progress Edition - 5/1914 

  
F. F. Holcombe  

[HH 1914] 

 
Golden from Holcombe & Reed  

[HH 3/30/1892] 
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Late 1892 - Golden & Bond - Lumber, Coal, and Fertilizers 

In November 1892, Abram S Golden and Amos C. Bond purchased the lumberyard property from Levi H. 

and A. Sarepta Reed for $2700, and entered into business under the name of Golden & Bond.  [HH 

11/16/1892]  Golden and Bond also bought the lumber yard of Randolph Stout and moved it to the 

Model Avenue lumberyard property "near the school house." Stout had built the building that is now 

used as the Hopewell Museum in 1877 as his home (28 East Broad), which was initially associated with 

his lumber yard on the adjacent lot to the east (and behind).  [Scarlett 1890, Cultural Survey 1985] 

 

 
Golden & Bond  [HH 11/16/1892] 

 
Golden & Bond  [HH 8/14/1893] 

 

Golden & Bond sold lumber, coal, and fertilizers, plus "all kinds of building material - lime, sand, cement 

& hair, Appleton feed mills, &c." - and were also dealers in "hay, grain, straw, bran, sprouts, cotton seed 

meal, and the best family flour."   [HH 8/14/1893] 

 

In December 1894, A. S. Golden and A. C. Bond dissolved their partnership, and the business continued 

under the name of A. S. Golden. 

 

 
Golden & Bond Lumber and Coal Yard  [HHH 1897] 
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Abram S. Golden 

Abram Stout Golden (1848-1923) was born on the farm owned by his father west of Hopewell, and 

continued as a farmer until moving to Hopewell and buying the lumber business, which he continued to 

his death. "He was of retiring disposition, and never sought public office." [HH 6/6/1923] 

 

A. S. Golden, Bldg. Material, Coal, Furniture, Etc. 

The size, facilities, character and management of concerns from which 

building material, coal and farmers’ supplies can be secured is a matter of 

serious consideration to a community such as this and it can be said with 

a degree of certainty that in the plant of A. S. Golden Hopewell is well 

provided. The name of A.S. Golden has been an influential commercial 

factor here for the past twenty-two years. Since he started in 1892 the 

business has greatly expanded in every way, and its owner has made as 

much real progress as any business man in the borough. The energies of 

Mr. Golden are devoted to handling rough and dressed lumber and 

building material of all kinds, farm machinery and wagons, fertilizers, 

grain, seeds, coal. etc. 

- Hopewell Herald Progress Edition - 5/1914 

 

Randolph Stout 

Randolph Stout (1820-1906) was born in Skillman, lived on a large farm in Stoutsburg for 20 years, and 

came to Hopewell in 1877.  

 

Stout built the large brownstone that is now used as the Hopewell Museum as his home [28 East Broad]. 

He then started the lumber yard business on the lot to the east and behind, which he later sold to 

Golden & Bond when he retired in 1892.  [HH 1/31/1906, Scarlett 1890] 

 

 
Hopewell Museum building (bottom right, 28 East Broad) 

with Stout Lumber Yard to the east and behind (Broad on right)  [Scarlett 1890] 

 

 

 
A. S. Golden  

[HH 1914] 
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A. C. Bond 

Amos C. Bond (1860-1942) was born in Ringoes and lived in West Amwell. After dissolving the 

partnership with A. S. Golden in 1894, he was known as a dealer in farm machinery and in horses [U.S. 

Census 1900, 1910, 1920]. He was a member of the borough council, a justice of the peace, and a 

director of the Hopewell National Bank and the Hopewell Valley Canning Company.  [HH Progress 

5/1914] 

 

In 1900, Bond sold his farm to St. Michael's Orphanage and built a home on West Broad Street (97 West 

Broad, at Lanning).  [HH 12/23/1942]  By 1907, he had his own horse stables where he held sales of 

Virginia horses (25 head in February).  [TET 2/22/1907]  In 1909, Bond was described as "first-class livery 

and exchange stables dealer in gasoline engines and farm implements."  [Hw 1909]   

 

Amos C. Bond, Agricultural Implements, Stock Dealer, &c. - Seminary Ave. 

Among the leading business men and most reputable citizens of Hopewell is Mr. Amos C. Bond, 

who conducts and implement business in the Bond Building, on Seminary avenue. Mr. Bond 

handles all kinds of farming machinery, windmills and gasoline engines, and his facilities enable 

him to offer these goods at prices which should attract the current of patronage in his direction. 

During the winter season he also deals in horses. Mr. Bond is regarded in commercial circles as 

one of or most substantial business men. Beside a handsome residence here, he owns several 

fine farms in the immediate vicinity, and is identified with numerous other interests. 

- Hopewell Herald Souvenir Edition, 9/19/1900 

 

By 1914 Bond also had a stone "crushery" (now the Hopewell Quarry), and in 1916 he won the contract 

to deliver 500 tons of crushed stone for Hopewell streets.  [TET 11/25/1914, TET 7/16/1916] 

 

  
Bond stables  [Hw 1909] 

 

 
[TET 3/21/1928] 

 

Bond filed for bankruptcy in 1928, listing liabilities of $31,233 and assets of $26,073, including real 

estate worth $22,700.  [TET 1/19/1928]  He was described as a farmer in Marshalls Corner. The 

bankruptcy sale was held on his 88 acre farm, about one mile west of Hopewell on the Hopewell 

Pennington Road, and included farm machinery, grain, and animals, plus the farm, house, and 

outbuildings.  [TET 3/21/1928]  Then in the 1930 U.S. Census, Bond was living is his own house, and 

working as a school bus driver. 
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1895 / 1900s - A. S. Golden - Agricultural Implements 

After A. S. Golden and A. C. Bond dissolved their partnership at the end of 1894, the business continued 

under the name of A. S. Golden. Golden expanded the business into agricultural implements by adding 

agricultural machines and tools and repair services.  [HH 10/29/1895] 

 

A. S. Golden, Building Materials, Coal and Agricultural Implements 

The enterprise of A. S. Golden ranks high among the solid business concerns of Hopewell and has 

been closely identified with the history, growth and development of our borough for many years. 

Large yards are utilized on Model avenue, on which have been 

erected sheds and buildings for the housing of heavy stocks of 

rough and dressed lumber, agricultural implements, coal, fertilizers 

and farmers supplies. Mr. Golden is sole agent in this locality for 

the justly celebrated Johnston Harvester Co. machinery, the 

Hamilton & Evans corn planters and Russell’s fertilizers. All 

machinery is set up by experienced men and fully guaranteed to 

give perfect satisfaction. 

Mr. Golden has been in business here for the past 9 years, and by 

energy and enterprise has placed on a solid financial basis one of 

the largest concerns in Hopewell. The facilities enjoyed are of such 

a character that it enables him to supply contractors and builders 

with materials in any desired quantity promptly, and to figure as 

close as any man in the business. Personally Mr. Golden enjoys a 

high standing in the community and is regarded as one of 

Hopewell’s most successful business men. 

- Hopewell Herald Souvenir Edition, 9/19/1900 

 

 
A. S. Golden  [HH 10/29/1895]  

A.S. Golden  [4/21/1920] 

 

After the death of A. S. Golden in 1923, the lumber and coal business was purchased by J. C. Van Doren 

later that year. 

 

 
Golden Lumber Yard 

with train siding 

Sanborn 1927 
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1899 - W. E. Golden - Furniture 

A. S. Golden's son, William E. Golden (1879-

1908), started a furniture business in 1899, 

based in a building on the southeast side of 

the lumberyard property, closest to the school 

house.  

 

He sold fine furniture, house furnishings, 

carpets, and other related products.  [HH 

9/27/1899]  The store sold products including 

couches, sideboards, and bedroom suites, and 

was open evenings to 8 pm.  [HH 3/27/1901, etc.] 

 

W. E. Golden, Furniture and Carpets - Model Ave. 

... Mr. W. E. Golden, on Model avenue, where may be seen a heavy stock of fine furniture, 

carpets, side boards, porch rockers, lawn settees, baby carriages, etc. It would be impossible to 

describe the many different styles, shapes, colors and patterns of goods carried, a visit being 

necessary to form the least idea of its size and variety. The establishment is representative of all 

that is first-class and the most particular are sure to find something to suit, while the house has 

always been noted for reasonable prices, the facilities of its proprietor enabling him to sell much 

cheaper than Trenton dealers who have heavy rents and other expenses to meet. 

- Hopewell Herald Souvenir Edition, 9/19/1900 

 

 
W. E. Golden Furniture  [HH 2/6/1901]  

W. E. Golden Furniture  [3/30/1906] 

 

William Golden was born in the Hopewell area, and was diagnosed with tuberculosis around 1898. He 

then started and built up the furniture business, and married the former Etta Van Fleet Blackwell. They 

had a two-year-old daughter when he died in 1908 at age 29. "He had been a patient sufferer of that 

dread disease for about ten years, fighting hard for recovery. ... His death has brought the bitter cup of 

sorrow to the lips of friends and relatives."  [HH 1/17/1908] 

 

After the death of his son, A. S. Golden continued the furniture business until at least the late 1920s, 

with "a full line of furniture and house furnishings, which are sold as cheap and ofttimes cheaper than 

Trenton dealers."  [HH Progress 5/1914] 

 

 

 
Golden Furniture  - Sanborn 1912 (also 1902, 1927) 
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1923 - J. C. Van Doren - Coal, Lumber, Feed 

1923 - J. C. Van Doren - Coal, Lumber, Feed  

After the death of A. S. Golden in May 1923, the lumber 

and coal business was purchased by J. C. Van Doren in 

September, with the intension to "carry on the business 

along the lines established and to make improvements 

where possible."  [HH 9/12/1923] 

 

For example, in 1927, J. C. Van Doren advertised coal, 

building materials, feeds, and feed grinding, and building 

products including cement, roofing, lathing, and lumber. 

The ads featured Ful-O-Pep Egg Mash for chicken feed, 

made by The Quaker Oats Company, which results in "15 

eggs to the dozen."  [HH 10/26/1927] 

 

A 1931 article in the Hopewell Herald headlined "Van 

Doren Lumber Considered Best" extolled the "integrity and 

fair dealing" of Jacob C. Van Doren, his "modern and 

completely equipped" yards on Model Avenue, and his 

stock of lumber, building materials, and "only the finest of 

anthracite coal."  [HH 11/4/1931] 

 

Jacob C. Van Doren  

Jacob C. (Jake or JC) Van Doren (1870-1951, age 81) 

was a lifelong resident of the Hopewell area. He 

originally was a farmer in Wertsville.  

 

In Hopewell, Van Doren was remembered as a 

"prominent lumber, coal and feed dealer," and also 

for the "retail ice enterprise" that he operated for 

many years.  [HH 12/12/1951] 

 

In 1910,  Van Doren purchased the farm of J. Hervey 

Stout near Stoutsburg, and continued the ice and 

grain business which had been conducted there.  

[TET 3/12/1910]  In 1918, Van Doren reported a 

"record ice crop" for the year, filling four ice houses 

with ice from his pond that was 14 to 18 inches 

thick.  [TET 1/13/1918] 

 

Van Doren insisted on going down to the office until the end of his life. He was carried down to the 

office on a chair by his sons, crossing the tracks from his home on Hart Avenue.  [Hepburn] 

 
JC Van Doren in office, c1940s 

[Hepburn] 

 
J. C. Van Doren  [HH 10/26/1927] 
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1946 - J. C. Van Doren and Sons Lumber Yard 

In 1946, Jacob C. & Catherine F. Van Doren passed the property 

to their sons, Robert A. & George H. Van Doren, who had begun 

working full-time with their father.  [DB 936-442, 1946-08-20]  

In 2000, after the death of George Van Doren, his wife Virginia 

E. Van Doren sold her interest in the property to Robert Van 

Doren.  [DB 3915-296, 2000-09-27]  Robert and George Van 

Doren jointly ran the business, each into their 80s.  

 

Robert and George Van Doren 

Robert A. (Bob) Van Doren (1916-2013, age 97)  graduated 

from Rider College cum laude at age 19 in 1935. He served in 

the Marine Corps during World War II in the Pacific, served in 

the National Guard, and was commander of American Legion 

Post 339. He was president of the Hopewell Fire Department 

and served on the Highland Cemetery Association.  [Hepburn, 

TT 1/29/2013]   

 

Robert worked six full days a week until he retired due to 

health reasons at 89 years of age. He never owned or used an 

adding machine, calculator or computer - doing invoice and 

pricing calculations in his head.  [Hepburn]   

 

George Hough Van Doren (1917-1999, age 82) also graduated from Rider, served in the National Guard, 

and was active in the Fire Department. He was also an experienced hunter, an accomplished ballroom 

dancer, and worked until his death at 82 years of age.  [Thompson, Hepburn]   

 

 
Bob Van Doren in the office, c1995  [Hepburn] 

 
George Van Doren c1995  [Thompson] 

 

 

 
Bob Van Doren outside office 

with J.C. Van Doren sign, 2000 

[Hepburn] 
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Over time, the Van Doren business transitioned away from coal to focus on lumber and building 

supplies. Coal was still an important fuel in the 1940s during Word War II, with deliveries onto the 

railroad sidings at J. B. Hill & Sons and Jacob Van Doren's.  [Humble 1947]   J. B. Hill still had a handful of 

coal customers in the early 1960s.  [Central Jersey 8/1/2006] 

 

 

 

 

Sign at lumberyard entrance 

[DD 2021] 

 

"JC Van Doren Lumber 

& Building Materials" 

 

By the 1970s, Van Doren's apparently was no longer using the railroad siding into its yard, and was 

instead taking deliveries along the siding to the east of the train station, in front of the then FCA 

building. Large stacks of this lumber are visible in photographs from 1974 and 1978. 

 

 
[5/1974, DD] 

 
[Gary Saretzky 1978] 
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Lumber Yard Fires 

The combination of flammable wooden buildings and stacks of lumber meant that the Van Doren 

lumberyard was at risk of serious fires.  

 

At least four such major fires occurred, in 1934, 1974, 1991, and 2004, with the middle two being the 

most serious. 

 

1934 Van Doren's Fire 

On the afternoon of February 14, 1934 a fire endangered the Jacob C. Van Doren lumberyard, a jewelry 

factory (the former Model School Annex), and the Model Avenue apartments (the former Model Ave. 

School).  

 

The blaze started in the lumber yard office due to an overheated stove. However, damage was confined 

to an estimated $1000. "Office records contained in filing cabinets were damaged."  [TET 2/15/1934] 

 

 
1934 Fire  [TET 2/15/1934] 

 

 

 

 
[HH 2/21/1934] 
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1974 Van Doren's Fire 

The 1974 fire at the J. C. Van Doren & Sons lumber 

yard broke out around 10:30 in the evening of October 

23, 1974. The fire burned a "30 x 40 foot wooden barn 

of pegged hemlock where cement, lime, and nails 

were stored." Damage was estimated in the thousands 

of dollars.  [TET 10/24/1974] 

 

More than 100 firemen from Mercer and Somerset 

were needed to bring the fire under control. Flames 

shoot more than 50 feet into the air. One large lumber 

storage house was destroyed along with an estimated 

30 percent of the lumber supply. Two other storage 

houses and surrounding lumber supplies were saved.  

 

Residents of three adjacent homes were evacuated, 

but were able to return to their homes shortly after 

midnight. 

 

"We were lucky because this thing could have gone 

out of control if there had been any wind," said Fire 

Chief Jerry Fenton.  [Courier News 10/24/1974] 

 

The 1974 Van Doren's fire is described in the Hopewell Fire Department 100th Anniversary Booklet from 

2011, and summarized here: 

On Wednesday, October 23, 1974, at 10:30 PM, "a fire with disastrous potential for Hopewell 

Borough" occurred at J.C. Van Doren's Lumber Yard on Model Ave. The efforts of Hopewell's 

firemen were successful in preventing the fire from spreading, aided by ten other companies 

including Pennington, Union of Titusville, Blawenburg, Belle Mead, Ringoes, Rocky Hill, 

Lawrenceville, Upper Makefield. Hillsborough, and Kingston.  

The fire was under control by 12:30 AM in the morning. but firefighters remained on the scene 

through Thursday and Friday wetting down piles of lumber. "Embers and sparks flew all over 

town as the sky was lit up by the spectacular blaze, but the exertions of the fire fighters aided by 

the absence of a strong wind contained the fire and saved the surrounding town from any 

damage." 

 
1974 Fire  [Courier News 10/24/1974] 
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1991 Van Doren's Fire 

The major 1991 fire at the Van Doren lumber yard occurred on the evening of February 21, 1991, and 

consumed several storage buildings along the west side of the property (the left side from the street).  

 

Flames reportedly shot over 75 feet into the air, 

and some 29 local fire companies were eventually 

called in to control the blaze. This included stopping 

Conrail railroad traffic to place one company on the 

tracks behind the property, and using some 30 

tankers to shuttle water from the Quarry and other 

sites to temporary tanks, as the fire was depleting 

the town water supply. 

 

The fire started in a "30 x 40 foot lean-to type 

storage shed," and quickly escalated to 10 alarms, 

with flames shooting over 75 feet into the air. More 

than 150 [or 300?] firefighters from 29 area fire 

companies responded. The fire consumed a 

majority of the buildings on the site, as well as 

thousands of board feet of lumber. [TET 2/22/1991, 

2/23/1991] 

 

 
1991 Fire  [Sudlow] 

 
1991 Fire  [DD] 

 

The photos show the nighttime flames, and the aftermath and clean-up the next day. The long wooden 

sheds on the left side of the property were destroyed, and the concrete storage building behind was 

reduced to partial walls. Amazingly, the fire companies saved the immediately adjacent home and 

garage, which were separated by only a driveway.  

 

The fire was one of at least ten suspected cases of arson fires to buildings in Hopewell Borough and 

Township in 1991, along with 55 brush fires. In addition to the Van Doren's fire, the Hopewell fires 

included the Creative Classics building and Tomato Factory center on Railroad Place. In total, an 

estimated 100 suspected arson fires hit buildings, fields and brush in Mercer, Hunterdon, and Somerset 

counties in 1991.   [TET 10/26/1991] 

 

A suspect for the arson fires was arrested in October 1991, who was a volunteer firefighter with the 75-

member Hopewell department.  [TET 10/26/1991] 

1991 Fire  [TET 2/15/1934] 
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The 1991 Van Doren's fire is described in an article by Chief John Novak in the Hopewell Fire Department 

100th Anniversary Booklet from 2011, and summarized here: 

On February 21, 1991 at 8:35 PM the Hopewell Fire Department along with the Pennington and 

Union Fire Company were dispatched to a fire at Van Doren's Lumber Yard. 

The first truck on the scene was Rescue 52. The firefighters went to the rear northwest end of 

the lumber yard. They unsuccessfully tried to put out the fire, and had to back out as the fire 

continued to rapidly spread. An engine crew arrived to spray water on the house located next to 

the lumber yard. 

Trucks from Pennington then arrived, followed by more engines from West Trenton and 

Montgomery. Montgomery laid lines to three Fold-A-Tanks. The Tanker Task Force from 

Somerset County was then called in as the Hopewell water system did not have the capacity to 

handle a fire of this magnitude. 

By then over half the lumber yard was fully involved and flames were over 100 feet high. At that 

point, the balance of Ewing, all of Lawrence, Belle Mead, Rocky Hill, and Kingston were 

dispatched to the scene. Engine 32 Pennington Road was sent to the Quarry to draft out of the 

lake.   

The water reserves from town were low. The CSX Railroad located behind the lumber yard was 

closed and Lawrenceville was placed on the tracks. 

By this time, the fire had been burning out of control for about an hour. The firefighters were 

using approximately 2200 gallons of water a minute. To prevent the fire from spreading to 

neighboring homes, Hamilton Fire Companies Decou, Colonial and Whitehorse also were 

dispatched. They had never been in Hopewell. 

After three and half hours, the Borough water system was running dangerously low. More 

tankers were called to relay water from a new water drop site on Greenwood Avenue at Broad 

Street. At that point, there were 30 tankers shuttling water from the various locations. 

The fire finally came under control around midnight. At 1 AM, all the fire fighters who had been 

onsite from the start were sent to the Hopewell Fire House for a break. Fresh firefighters were 

brought on the scene. 

The challenge then was to overhaul the site. The fire was, for the most part, extinguished. A 

loader from J. Vinch and Sons, a demolition company, arrived at 7:30 AM. Then began a long day 

of overhaul. 

"I walked around the yard with some of the chiefs looking at what was left of the lumber yard. 

Where originally there were six large buildings in the lumber yard, two were left untouched. A 

nearby house had minor smoke damage and some broken windows. All in all, the site 

demonstrated the hard work and enormous contribution given by all. No one had been hurt and 

under the circumstances the damage had been contained to the lumber yard. It was a tribute to 

all involved. I would like to thank all the fire departments that helped save the town of 

Hopewell. It has been over 20 years since the largest fire the town has ever experienced and the 

lumber yard is still in existence." 
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2004 Van Doren's Fire 

The 2004 fire occurred during the day on January 14, 2004, and destroyed the two-story building on the 

east side of the property (to the right from the driveway). The far end of the building was the office for 

the lumberyard, and the reminder of the building closer to the street was used for storage of 

construction materials, along with the second floor. The fire reportedly started from a wood stove inside 

the office. 

 

"The building is a total loss," said Capt. George Meyer of the Hopewell Township Police Department. 

"The fire is not regarded suspicious at this point. It’s still under investigation." 

 

The alarm for the fire was called in at 11:15 am, and it was declared under control less than an hour 

later. In addition to Hopewell Fire Department, the Pennington, Union, Montgomery, and Lawrence fire 

companies responded to the blaze. Ed Van Doren, chief of the Hopewell Fire Department and Bob Van 

Doren’s nephew, directed the firefighting.  [Central Jersey.com 1/15/2004] 

 

 
2004 Fire  [Johnson] 

 
2004 Fire  [Johnson] 

 

The photos show flames first engulfing the far end of the building and a near-by tree. The fire 

department moved in to control the blaze and prevent it from spreading to the adjacent lumber piles 

and the building next door. 
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2005 - JMAT Supply - Wittmans 

In 2005, Robert Van Doren sold the lumberyard property to Henry Wittman III as JC Van Doren LLC  [DB 

5095-101, 2005-07-05]  In 2013, Wittman then transferred the property under Sawdust Construction 

LLC.  [DB 6169-1834, 2013-05-13] 

 

Henry Wittman's son, Henry Wittman IV, purchased the Van Doren Lumber business, which eventually 

became JMAT Supply LLC: 

 

CEO Henry Wittman IV started at a young age in the business. He frequented Van Doren Lumber 

at the age of 15 to purchase wood for building tree houses and bike jumps. At age 16, he started 

working at Van Doren Lumber while attending high school through a work/school program. One 

day, Wittman asked the owner, Bob, if he was interested in selling. Then, Wittman talked his Dad 

into purchasing the property and acquired a loan to purchase the leftover lumber.  

 

In 2005, JMAT Supply purchased Van Doren Lumber. When Wittman started the company, he 

had just a pickup truck for deliveries. JMAT has grown their building supplies inventory, and [in 

2021] has two boom trucks and three flatbeds. 

- NRLA Lumber Co-operator, 5/2021 

 

The business then continued under the Van Doren name. In 2010, the website was under the name JC 

VanDoren Lumber & Building Materials: 

 

Located in friendly Hopewell Boro, New Jersey, JC VanDoren Lumber has been family owned and 

operated since the 1800's.  We pride ourselves on top quality products and top quality service.  

We offer delivery of materials to the surrounding area, and are happy to quote any job for you.  

 

We carry top quality building products such as KD Douglas Fir, Light-Weight Block and Masonry 

Supplies, Blue Stone, Cedar, Trex  Trimboards  and Azek Mouldings, MicroPro Treated Wood, 

ThermaTru Doors, Simpson Doors, and also a wide variety of mouldings, pine, and also custom 

millwork and mouldings.  We can also order anything we don't stock in a timely manner.  Lead 

times usually vary from same day to 3 days. 

- VanDorenLumber.com, 12/8/2010, from archive.org 

 

 

 
 

[VanDorenLumber.com 

12/8/2010] 
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By 2014, the website was using the name JC VanDoren Lumber, and by 2016 it was using the name JCV 

Supply: 

 

Your #1 provider for Commercial and Residential Building Material in NJ, Eastern Pa and NYC 

markets. 

Located in friendly Hopewell Borough, New Jersey, JC VanDoren Lumber has been supplying the 

needs of neighbors and contractors since the late 1800s. As we strive for excellence in every area 

of our company, we pride ourselves on providing superior customer service and top quality 

products.  

 

We carry Lumber, Drywall, Steel Framing, Insulation, Waterproofing, Soundproofing, Acoustical 

Ceiling, Siding, Masonry, Decking, Stairs, Windows, Doors, Nails & Fasteners, Connectors, 

Moulding, and much more. We can also order anything we don't stock in a timely manner. 

 

We deliver materials to the surrounding area, including New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, 

and are happy to quote any materials list you have for any job big or small 

- VanDorenLumber.com, 3/25/2016, from archive.org 

 

By 2017, the VanDorenLumber.com website was changed to redirect traffic to the JMAT Supply site at 

JMAT.com. 

 

 

 
[VanDorenLumber.com 

3/25/2016] 

  
  [by 2017] 

 
Henry Wittman IV [NRLA Lumber Co-operator, 5/2021] 

 

JMAT currently offers distribution of lumber, drywall and metal framing to large residential and 

commercial contractors. "Full-service facilities and a regional network of inventory locations enable 

JMAT to meet the most demanding schedules. We will have the material on site when it is needed. 

Delivering whole trucks, mixed loads and daily fill-in quantities directly to the job site."  [JMAT.com] 
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2022 - Lumberyard Townhouse Redevelopment 

In August 2022, the Hopewell Borough Planning Board approved a proposal by Henry Wittman III for the 

redevelopment of the lumberyard property with 13 residential townhouses, including two affordable 

housing units, one low income and one moderate income.  [Mercerme 8/9/2022] 

 

 
Building Elevations - Model Ave. - 12/10/2020  [Hw Boro Planning Board] 

 
Townhouse Plan - 6/2020    [Hw Boro Planning Board] 
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Model Avenue Streetscape 

The lumberyard at 24 Model Avenue in Hopewell began in 1892 by A. S. Golden, who ran his lumber, 

coal, feed, and fertilizer business there until it was sold to J. C. Van Doren in 1923. The site also included 

a separate furniture business, starting by his son, W. E. Golden. 

 

Model Ave. School and Annex 

The lumberyard property (24 Model Ave.) is across from Vorhees Avenue (earlier Center St.), 

immediately west of the Model Ave. Public School property. The original Model Ave. School (12-14 

Model) was built in 1888, with two-room wings on each side added in 1899 and in 1907. The school 

moved out of the building in 1926, and it was converted into residential apartments.  

 

The two-room Model Ave. School Annex building (20 Model) was added in 1915 in the southwest corner 

of the school property. After 1926, it was used for a variety of businesses and shops. Confusingly, in 

some official records, the lumberyard also is still identified as 20 Model. 

 

 
Hay Press (bottom left) near Model Ave. School 

[Scarlett 1890]  

 
A. S. Golden Lumber Yard 

[Sanborn 1927] 
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Lumberyard Property 

The lumberyard property is identified on current tax maps as Block 11, Lot 26 (previously 28-42). It is an 

average of about 223 feet wide, extending back behind the adjacent property to the west (left), and 226 

feet deep to the railroad right of way, or approximately 1.15 acres. 

 

 
[Hopewell Boro Tax Map 2019] 

 

The lumberyard property currently contains three buildings: a large lumber shed on the west (left) side, 

with a storage shed to the north (top), and the original "Agricultural Implements" shed by the entrance 

on the road. 

 

[Mercer MyiDV]  
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Lumberyard Site 

1900-1937 Sanborn Fire Maps 

As shown on the Sanborn Fire Maps, 

the lumberyard site had a consistent 

layout from A. G. Golden in 1900 to 

J. C. Van Doren in 1935. On the east 

side (top), were the Fertilizer and 

Hay & Grain storage next to the 

railroad siding (with the coal trestle 

further down), and the Furniture 

business building close to the street. (The north end later became the office.) In the middle were lumber 

sheds and other smaller sheds, including Lime storage. 

 

 
Golden  [Sanborn 1902] 

 
Golden  [Sanborn 1912] 

 
Golden  [Sanborn 1927]  

 
Van Doren  [Sanborn 1935] 

 

Hay &  

Grain 

Fertilizer Furniture 

Lumber 
Agric'l 

Implts 

Hay &  

Grain 

Fertilizer 

Office / Furniture 

Lumber 

Agric'l 

Implts 

C
o

a
l 

C
o

a
l 

Lumber 

Agric'l 

Implts 

Office / Furniture 

Hay &  

Grain 

Fertilizer 

C
o

a
l 

Lumber 

Agric'l 

Implts 

Office / Ware Ho 

Hay &  

Grain 

Fertilizer 

 
"Golden & Bond" (no Agtic'l Impls)   [HHH 1897] 

Lumber 

Hay &  

Grain 

Furniture 
Lumber Lumber 

[92]



Hopewell History Property Brief   ≡ 24 Model Ave. - Lumberyard  ≡   

Hopewell Valley History Project 24 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

1930s-1970s Aerials 

These 1930s and 1972 areas show Model Avenue from the Greenwood Railroad Bridge, past the Model 

School & Annex buildings, to the Lumberyard.  

 

 
[Mercer Master Plan 1931]  

 
[Sudlow 1972]  

 
[1932 (Lindbergh)]  
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References 

Information extracted and summarized from sources including books, reports, maps, deeds, 
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Many of the original materials (i.e., documents, maps, aerials, and photos) come from the many 

contributors to the Hopewell Valley History Project and are shared on the site  - see the 

Acknowledgements page (HopewellHistoryProject.org).  

Comments, additions, and corrections are welcome. 

 

Thanks to the contributors to the site who kindly provided information and materials, especially: 

• Kate Hepburn and Carole Thompson for Van Doren family information, photos, and artifacts 
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56-58 Model Ave., Hopewell - Creamery (c. 1887)   
 

Rev. 12/16/2022 b - D. Dixon 

 

The Hopewell Creamery operated from c.1887 to c. 1925 on Model Avenue in Hopewell near Mercer 

Street. The building was located next to the railroad tracks at what is now 58 Mercer (currently an 

empty lot owned by the Borough), and had a large pond for the ice house that extended across the 

adjacent 56 Mercer (now Boro Collision). There was an early creamery c. 1887, but the business was 

revitalized when it was acquired by Hernig & Northrup in c. 1892, and collected and processed local 

dairy milk for transport to the Hernig distribution business in Philadelphia. The business was taken over 

by the Castanea Dairy Co. of Trenton c. 1921, and ended c. 1925. The building saw only miscellaneous 

use thereafter, and the pond was used for municipal recreation into the 1930s. The pond was later filled 

in and the building demolished. 

 

 

1887/88 - Hopewell Creamery 

 

1881 - Creamery Association 

Fundraising failed 

 

1887/88 - Hopewell Creamery 

William S. Naughright, Daniel A. Northrup 

 

1892 - F. F. Holcombe Buys Creamery 

Farley F. Holcombe 

 

1892/93 - Hernig & Northrup Creamery 

Peter Hernig & Daniel A. Northrup 

 

1892/93 - Hernig & Northrup Creamery 

1898 - Wertsville plant; 5000 lbs. milk / day 

1914 - Pasteurizing plant; 8000 lbs. / day 

 

1920/21 - Castanea Dairy Co., Trenton  

 

1925 - Property Sold 

Dr. T. A. Pierson & John R. Race 

 

1930s - 40s - Public Recreation 

Boro lease - Ice skating, swimming, fishing 

1949 - Pond filled in 

Creamery building demolished ? 

 

 
Creamery & pond  [Sanborn 1902] 

 
The Creamery [HHH 1897] 

 
Fishing at Pond 1939 [HVHS] 
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Hopewell Creamery Beginnings (1870s & 1880s) 

The arrival of the railroads in Hopewell in 1874 and 1876 opened the possibility of industrial 

development in the town of Hopewell, especially to process local products for export to larger markets.  

 

There were earlier examples of this with grist mills processing local crops into grains, and exporting the 

products to market.  [HAHG 1992]  Hopewell also had several early hay press operations by the railroad 

tracks c. 1875 and c. 1902 that compacted hay into bales for storage and transport.  [Everts & Stewart 

1875, Sanborn 1902] 

 

The first major industrial development in Hopewell was the Finney & Fetter Saw & Feed Mill, which 

opened in 1874 at the end of Model Avenue at Louellen Street to process local timber from the Sourland 

Mountain ridge into lumber and wood products for export.  [See Saw Mill History Brief] 

 

Later, in 1892, area farmers partnered with the local business community to form the Hopewell Valley 

Canning Company at the end of Railroad Avenue at Somerset Street, which processed fragile and 

perishable local tomato crops into non-perishable canned goods for shipment. In a good year, the 

Tomato Factory had 100 acres under contract with local farmers, and packed 100,000 to 200,000 cans of 

tomatoes in a summer season.  [See Canning Factory History Brief] 

 

Similarly, in 1881, the Hopewell community saw a need for a local creamery operation to consolidate, 

process, and export the output of local dairy farmers. 

Regional Creameries - c. 1881 

By the 1880s, creameries had become important parts of area communities. For example, in 1881, the 

Philadelphia Ledger reported that there were 38 creameries in Bucks county, up from 16 the previous 

year, or one creamery every 16 square miles. These received about 300,000 pounds of milk daily, at 

least half of all the milk produced in the county, and produced about 10,000 pounds of butter and 

25,000 pounds of cheese a day.  [HH 6/27/1881] 

 

Also in this period, creameries in Pleasant Valley and Sergeantsville were processing 9,000 and 6,000 

pounds of milk daily.  [Lambertville Record 2/23/1881, 5/31/1882] 

 

As a result, the Hopewell Herald newspaper was evangelizing 

the idea of a creamery in Hopewell, and comparing the 

experience with creameries at different local towns. Farmers 

in Sergeantsville and Locktown had started creameries in the 

previous year, and were now "thriving," and also serving 

farmers in Ringoes. These businesses were started by 

farmers, and therefore did not need to show a large profit - 

they were providing a steady market, saving "a vast amount 

of hard work" on the farm, and returned a larger income 

than milk manufactured on the farm. Meanwhile, the people 

of Lambertville, Mount Airy, Flemington, and Hopewell were 

also working on creameries, but these were projects by both 

farmers and capitalists, and were therefore struggling to get 

started due to the need to show large profits. [HH 

8/24/1881] 

 

 
Creamery in Hopewell   

[HH 4/6/1881]  
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Hopewell Creamery Operations 

The Hopewell creamery operated from around 1887/88 to around 1924/25. (These dates are indefinite 

because there are significant details missing in the records. As a wholesale business, the creamery was 

not covered heavily in the local newspapers, and there are significant gaps in our access to papers 

during this period. But, as shown below, we can assemble a clear story from various pieces of evidence.) 

 

The business, then known as the Hopewell Creamery, began operations around 1887/88 under William 

S. Naughright, who operated creameries along the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad, and Daniel A. 

Northrup, who moved to Hopewell to operate the plant. However, the business was reportedly of "little 

importance" until it was acquired in 1892/93 by Northrup and Peter Hernig, a major milk distributor in 

Philadelphia, and became known as Hernig & Northrup’s Creamery. 

 

Northrup left the business in 1920, and the business was acquired in 1921 by the Castanea Dairy 

Company of Trenton. The Hopewell location was later abandoned and the property was sold on 1925. 

Creamery Property 

The Hopewell creamery was located on 

Model Avenue in Hopewell, just west of 

the intersection with Mercer Street. The 

stream still cuts through the property, 

flowing under Model, and then along 

Mercer, under the former pizza store, and 

then under Broad Street. The stone sides 

of the underpass bridge still stand along 

the sidewalk, with a metal Mercer Country 

culvert plaque dated 1936. 

 

The creamery building was set back from 

the road close to the train tracks, on the 

west side of the stream and behind the 

pond. (The tracks were so close that there 

were regular reports of the roof catching 

fire from the sparks from passing train 

engines.  [e.g., HH 11/16/1906])  A railroad 

siding also extended diagonally down from 

the east, past the A. S. Golden Lumber 

Yard. (Oddly, the 1912 and later Sanborn 

maps show the distance to the railroad 

tracks as 60 feet, which is too large.) 

 

As shown in the 1902 Sanborn map, the majority of the property was taken up by the creamery pond, 

which extended on both sides of the stream.  

 

The former creamery property is now divided into two separate lots in the borough. The west side, 

where the creamery building stood (left from the road), is now 58 Mercer, currently an empty lot owned 

by the Borough. The east (right) side, including the stream and the former location of much of the pond, 

is now 56 Mercer, currently the site of Boro Collision. 

 
Creamery & pond  [Sanborn 1902]  

Train tracks along the left (north) side, Model Ave. 

along the right side 
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Creamery Building 

The 1902 Sanborn map (above) identifies the right (east) side of the building (with an attached loading 

platform) as the Creamery, and the left (west) side as the Ice House. An engine and smokestack are on 

the right edge of the building. There is a building immediately to the left of the creamery identified as a 

Hen House on the adjacent property, and 

another small building to the left of the pond. 

The site was then heated and powered with 

coal-powered steam, and had no lights. 

 

The 1912 and later Sanborn maps show a 

modified configuration of the creamery 

building, with a Refrigeration Room in the back 

left corner, and the left front of the building 

filled in next to the loading platform, with a 8 

HP engine and a 40 foot Iron Chimney. The site 

was then powered with coal-powered steam, 

and had electric lights. 

 

The two building photos from around the 1900s show the creamery in operation, with the two windows 

on the right above the loading platform, the distinctive cupola in the center, and the dormer window on 

the left. The 1897 photo is more straight-on, showing the pond and a small structure to the left of the 

pond, and the railroad tracks behind. The 1909 photo is from an angle, with the pond drained, and 

showing the bridge over the stream to the loading platform. The second photo shows an enlarged 

loading platform added in 1908.  [HH 5/13/1908] 

 

 

Creamery Pond 

The creamery pond was used to gather ice during the winter to keep the milk cool in the creamery, and 

for other local ice houses, including local caterer E. R. Whitehead. [e.g., HH 6/22/1898, 4/14/1909]   The 

importance of the ice was demonstrated when the Wertsville creamery was forced to close in May due 

to the scarcity of ice.  [HH 5/5/1909]  In 1909, the creamery and Whitehead also took in "several 

carloads" of artificial ice, but this did not replace the pond, as ice cutting continued the next year.  [HH 

4/14/1909, 1/5/1910] 

 

The two fishing photos show the creamery pond from the reverse angle. After the creamery closed, the 

pond was used for public recreation, including ice skating, swimming, and fishing. The 1939 image shows 

 
The Creamery [HHH 1897]  

View from Model Ave. across the pond 

 
Hernig & Northrup's Creamery [Hw 1909]  

View from adjacent driveway, pond drained 

 
Creamery  [Sanborn 1912]  
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the view from the driveway of the adjacent house, facing southwest to the Model Avenue bridge. The 

1941 image shows the view facing east, across the pond to the adjacent house on the left, with the 

stone side of the Model Avenue bridge on the right, and the two buildings beyond on each corner of 

Mercer Street.  

 

 

Creamery Processing 

The purpose of a creamery is to efficiently aggregate raw cow's milk from multiple farmers, process it, 

and transport it to a ready market - and do so quickly while the milk is still fresh. At a minimum, this 

requires refrigeration when storing and transporting the milk.  

 

The alternative, as described in 1898 in Pennington, was for farmers to meet the schedule of the "milk 

train" and deliver their milk directly for shipment.  [HH 4/20/1898] 

 

Since raw milk contains significant milk fat, the creamery processing begins with separating it into cream 

and milk. (Whole milk contains 3.5% milk fat, reduced-fat is 2%, low-fat is 1%, and skim is fat-free.) 

 

This can be done by hand by waiting for the cream to rise in the container and skimming it out (since it 

has a different density), or can be automated, i.e., through a spinning process using a centrifugal milk 

separator.  

 

Once the cream is separated, it also can be used to make butter. This is done using a butter churn to 

agitate the cream for an extended period in order to cause the fat to clump and solidify. The cream then 

separates into butter and buttermilk (the remaining liquid), which is drained off. 

 

Milk also can be used to make cheese, which is a more involved process that does not fit well into a daily 

creamery workflow. Cheese making includes ripening by adding starter bacteria plus rennet enzymes, 

separating the liquid whey from the cheese curd, further fermenting, and time for aging.  

 

Another milk processing step is pasteurization, heating milk to destroy potentially disease-causing 

bacteria and increase its shelf life. Developed by Louis Pasteur in 1864, pasteurization was originally 

used to prevent wine and beer from souring. It was extended to milk in the 1880s in the United States as 

milk became more regulated. 

Hernig & Northrup Creamery Processing 

The Hernig & Northrup creamery separated milk and cream, and also made butter: 

 
Fishing at Pond 1939 [HVHS] 

 
Fishing at Pond 1941 [Klevze]  
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- It had "large facilities for making butter and ships great 

quantities of milk and cream."  [HHH 1897] 

- It was "equipped with modern machinery, separators, 

&c., for separating the cream from the milk, which is 

shipped to Philadelphia."  [HH Souvenir 1900] 

- In 1901, the Herring & Northrup Creamery Company 

was listed as producing cream and butter, and 

employing 4 people.  [Indust Dir NJ 1901] 

 

In the same period the new Pennington creamery was 

equipped with "all of the most modern appliances" for 

separating mill and cream and churning butter. "The 

separator, tester, churn, butter worker and printing 

machine, ... are all operated by an eight-horse power 

engine. The refrigerator is large and the supply of pure water unlimited."  [HH 4/20/1898] 

 

In 1895, the Hopewell creamery was selling "tubs [of] fresh butter" locally.  [HH 11/12/1895]  It added a 

new "churn and butter worker" in 1903 to "make butter in large quantities", which was then overhauled 

in 1907.  [HH 7/1/1903, 6/19/1907] 

 

The day's work then ends with cleaning all the equipment, which requires a large water supply. 

It would do any housewife the world of good to see how men can clean cans and floors.  Every 

bit of the machinery is taken apart every afternoon and thoroughly cleaned. The saving of water 

is no object to the creamery as they have two artesian wells that will give 60 gallons of water a 

minute, and therefore the floors are washed and washed until they are spotless.  Aluminum 

pipes are used for steam and water. 

 [TET 3/2/1919] 

Creamery Equipment 

During its lifetime, the Hernig & Northrup made a 

series of major improvements to the creamery, 

including boiler and engines, churn and butter 

workers, refrigeration, and also pasteurization. 

 

In 1903, the creamery added a new churn and butter 

worker.    [HH 7/1/1903] 

 

In 1906-07, the creamery made "extensive 

improvements,"  including "new shafting, machinery, 

etc.," and overhauling the churn and butter worker. 

[HH 12/19/1906, 6/19/1907] 

 

In 1908, the creamery erected a cold storage plant and a large thirty horsepower boiler and engine at a 

cost of about $3,600.  [HH 4/7/1909]  This is shown in the change between the 1902 and 1912 Sanborn 

maps. 

 

In 1914, the creamery installed a "large up-to-date cold storage and artificial refrigerating system." [HH 

Progress 1914] 

 

  
[HH 7/1/1903]  

  
[HH 12/19/1906]  
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And in 1914, the creamery installed a new pasteurizing plant at a cost of $1,000.  [TET 5/31/1914]  The 

milk was heated 240 degrees and then cooled to 40 degrees.   [TET 7/12/1914] 

 

The processing and pasteurization in the creamery was detailed in 1919: 

A new 12-ton ice machine which makes cold air for cooling has just been installed, also a very 

large direct expansion cooler and a 80-horsepower boiler are about to be put in place. 

Nowadays the farmer sets his milk cans properly marked in front of his house and two trucks 

belonging to the belonging to this creamery call for them and also return the cans. Once in every 

month a sample of each farmers milk is put into a small bottle with his individual number on it 

and tested for butter fats. 

First the cans are emptied into a large boiler and weighed, then the milk passes through two 

strainers, heated in a pasteurizer, then onto the holder, where room where it remains for 30 

minutes to kill all germs, then through another strainer and into the cooler where the 

temperature of the milk is changed from 145 degrees to 40 degrees, then into cans.  

[TET 3/2/1919] 

Creamery Transportation 

In order to aggregate and sell milk, the creamery needed transportation of the raw milk from the farms 

to the creamery, and then from the creamery to the end market. 

 

The Hopewell creamery grew into a major operation. By 1914, the milk supply for the creamery came 

from nearly 100 farms in the Hopewell Valley.  [TET 5/31/1914] 

 

In comparison, by 1922, the Castanea Dairy Company of Trenton, which acquired the Hopewell 

creamery, was buying the entire milk crop of about 500 selected farmers of Mercer, Bucks and 

Hunterdon Counties, and operated 48 routes for its distribution business.  [TET 6/12/1922] 

Farms to Creamery 

To transport milk from farms to the creamery, apparently farmers originally delivered their milk to the 

creamery (as with tomatoes to the Canning Factory). The creamery then evolved to running its own 

trucks for pick-ups, and later the farmers cooperated to put out bids for milk hauling routes. 

 

In 1898, farmers were "taking their milk" to the creamery.  [HH 6/22/1898] 

 

In 1919, the creamery was running truck routes to pick up milk from farms: "Nowadays the farmer sets 

his milk cans properly marked in front of his house and two trucks belonging to the belonging to this 

creamery call for them and also return the cans."  [TET 3/2/1919] 

 

By the 1920s, the Hopewell branch of the Inter-State Milk Producers Association was soliciting bids for 

milk hauling routes to serve farmers who wished to have their milk carted.  [HH 12/15/1922] 

Creamery to Philadelphia 

Then to transport the milk products to the Hernig distribution center in Philadelphia, the milk was 

shipped by train in refrigerated cars to the Front and Burks street station. The train ran on a fixed 

schedule, but the exact timing is not clear. 

 

One report, describing the Hernig milk delivery for Horn and Hardart, states that "The milk which is sent 

from New York [presumably down the Hopewell train line] arrives at midnight."  [Phila Times 3/11/1900] 
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By 1904 the milk from the Hopewell creamery was reportedly received by Hernig in Philadelphia "every 

morning at 8 o'clock."  [Phila. Inquirer 9/24/1904] 

 

The timing for farm-to-door milk processing and delivery was described in 1922: "Milk delivered today 

by Castanea is the fruit of two milkings, the first the night before last; the second yesterday morning. 

Pasteurization and bottling was done yesterday and delivery made between midnight and 6 a.m. today."  

[TET 6/12/1922] 

Creamery Finances 

The Hopewell creamery seems to have processed around 5,000 pounds of milk per day through much of 

its existence, received in from farmers and shipped out to Philadelphia. The milk was received from 

nearly 100 farms in the Hopewell Valley. The payments to farmers in the late 1800s increased from 85 

cents to $1.30 per 100 pounds of milk.  

 

Some estimates: 

- A quart of milk weights 2.15 pounds 

- The average dairy cow produces 7 gallons of milk a day, or 28 quarts, or 56 pounds (from 2 milkings) 

- Traditional milk cans / churns hold 10 gallons, or 40 quarts, or 90 pounds 

Some calculations: 

- 90 cans provide 8,000 pounds of milk?  [TET 3/2/1919] -- Matches 10 gallon traditional milk cans 

- 5,000 pounds of milk a day from 100 farms? [TET 5/31/1914]  - or 2,325 quarts a day 

 -- Would average some 50 pounds a day per farm, or 23 quarts - or about one cow's output 

 

As of 1897, the creamery was receiving an average of 5,000 pounds of milk per day and paying an 

average of 85 cents per 100 pounds.  [NJ State Board of Agriculture 1896 Report] 

As of 1898, the creamery was receiving 11,800 pounds daily.  "Last week was pay day and about $2,000 

in cash were paid to the farmers who take their milk there."  [HH 6/22/1898] 

 

In November 1899, the creamery paid $1.10 to $1.20 per hundred pounds, and $1.30 in December.  [HH 

12/6/1899] 

 

In 1900, the estimate was back to receiving about 5,000 pounds of milk a day.  [HH Souvenir 1900] 

 

During June 1908, the payroll to farmers was over $4,000.  [HH 7/29/1908] 

In the summer of 1910, the creamery was shipping from 85 to 95 cans daily.  [HH 9/14/1910] 

 [90 cans = 8000 pounds / day] 

 

In 1914, the creamery handled a daily average of 5,000 quarts [pounds?].  The supply came from nearly 

100 farms in the Hopewell Valley section of the county.  [TET 5/31/1914] 

1n 1914, about 5,000 pounds a day were received and shipped direct to Philadelphia, from nearly 100 

farms in the Hopewell Valley.  [HH Progress 1914, TET 5/31/1914] 

 

In 1917, the Milk Producers Association held a meeting to "do something" about the price for milk.  "If 

the buyers of milk at Hopewell creamery are not going to come up to the price it will be up to us to find 

another market for our product immediately."  [HH 9/26/1917] 

 

In 1918, $80,000 was paid out to the local farmers.    [TET 3/2/1919] 

In 1919, "about 90 cans, or 8000 pounds of milk" were sent to Philadelphia every day.    [TET 3/2/1919] 
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1881 - Creamery Association 

By 1881, a Creamery Association was formed in Hopewell with the 

goal of funding and establishing a local creamery. 

 

In April 1881, after visits to creameries in Hulmerville and 

Langhorne, the Creamery Association saw "no reason why a 

creamery cannot be run with profit, at Hopewell." Meeting 

attendees tested samples of butter and cheese from Hulmerville 

and Langhorne, respectively. The cheese was "made of milk from 

which one pound of butter, to every twelve quarts of milk, had 

been taken." The butter was regarded as "superior to any we have 

seen or tasted, in this town."  [HH 4/27/1881] 

 

In June 1881, the creamery project was soliciting subscriptions to 

the capital stock of $5,000, with a par value of $25, which is 

"within the reach of every farmer, and many others."  [HH 

6/1/1881] 

 

However, in August 1881, the Hopewell Herald reported the 

obituary of the Hopewell creamery effort. The then goal of $2,000 

in subscriptions had not been reached, and the effort was declared 

perhaps "not dead but sleepeth."  [HH 8/17/1881, 8/24/1881] 

 

Unfortunately, we are missing further information on this because of gaps in the available newspapers 

in the second half of the 1880s and the beginning of the 1990s. 

 

1887/88 - Hopewell Creamery - Naughright & Northrup 

A creamery operation then was established in Hopewell around 1887-88. Not much is known about it - 

the Hopewell Herald reports that it was "of little importance" until taken over by Hernig and Northrup in 

1893. 

 

The owner of the original creamery appears to have 

been William S. Naughright, and the operator was 

Daniel A. Northrup, who later partnered with Peter 

Hernig to run the business as Hernig & Northrup. 

 

In 1920, when Northrup retired, the Hopewell 

Herald recalled that the original creamery had been 

opened by "a Mr. Naughright," and that Daniel A. 

Northrup then had come to Hopewell "31 years 

ago" to operate the plant. [i.e., c. 1889].  [HH 4/21/1920] 

 

In 1914, the Sunday Times-Advertiser reported that D. A. Northrup had managed the creamery plant 

"when it was owned by W. S. Nauright [sic] of German Valley." Hernig and Northrup then had operated 

the dairy for the "past 22 years" [i.e., since c. 1892, which matches other records].   [TET 5/31/1914] 

 

 
[HH 8/24/1881] 

 
[TET 5/31/1914] 
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The start date for the original creamery appears to be around 1887-88. The various articles most 

consistently show Northrup arriving in Hopewell with Naughright in 1888 to operate the original 

creamery, and he is listed with his family in Hopewell in the 1900 U.S. Census records.   

The Hopewell Creamery was started thirteen years ago, [i.e., c. 1887] but was of little 

importance until the present firm took charge, since which time it has been inestimable benefit 

to the farmers in this locality, who can here find a ready market for their product.   

[HH Souvenir 1900] 

The Hopewell creamery was started twenty-six years ago [i.e., c. 1888, confirmed below], but 

was of little importance until the present firm took charge in 1891 [actually 1892/93?], since 

which time it has been of inestimable benefit to the farmers in this locality who here find a 

ready market for all the milk they can produce.  ... The creamery has always been in personal 

charge of D. A. Northrup ... Mr. Northrup came here from North Jersey in 1888.   

[HH Progress 1914] 

 

There also are newspaper ads from 1889 that locate other 

businesses "near the creamery."  [HH 10/1, 10/22/1889] 

 

However, the 1887 Fowler map of Hopewell already shows 

a building apparently at the creamery location off Model 

Avenue, next to the stream, across from a diagonal railroad 

siding, and with the distinctive cupola on the roof. 

However, in the drawing, the building is unidentified, is 

positioned on the street, and does not have a pond in 

front. A founding date of 1887 is also used by [Gantz 1987]. 

 

 

 

 
Creamery building(?)  [Fowler 1887]  
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William S. Naughright (1843-1901) 

William S. Naughright (1843-1901) was from the Middle Valley 

area of Morris County, New Jersey. He grew up in the town also 

called Naughright, and worked in and was later buried in German 

Valley. As a young man, he first worked as a mercantile clerk and 

as a teacher, and then volunteered to serve in the Civil War in 

Virginia. He returned in 1863 as a teacher, and then become a 

merchant from 1868 until 1880. In 1889, he also was elected a 

assemblyman for Morris County. 

 

But while there is no direct link between Naughright and 

Hopewell besides the two brief mentions in the newspapers, he 

was known to be deeply involved in creamery operations along 

the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad (the parent of the line that 

passed through Hopewell), including innovating the use of 

refrigerator cars for overnight delivery by train: 

Later [Naughright] became interested in the creamery 

business, and has been the organizer and promoter of various creameries, whereby the milk 

supply of Morris county is taken to the city markets. Since 1881 he has operated along the line 

of the Central Railroad in New Jersey, with New York for a market, and in addition thereto is 

now operating north and west of Reading on the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad, with 

Philadelphia as a market, and on the Western Maryland Railroad with Baltimore as a market.  

This enterprise has also proved not only a profitable one to its originator but has also materially 

advanced the prosperity of the county, the creameries utilizing the large products of the 

extensive dairy farms made possible by the excellent pasture lands in this section of the state.  

Mr. Naughright has developed a very large business, which is constantly growing in volume and 

importance. The dairy interests on the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad are destined to cover the 

entire line and have been the means of revolutionizing the milk business in Philadelphia.  

Through the investigation of our subject it was ascertained that the former system of supplying 

the city with milk brought the product into Philadelphia about 9 o'clock in the morning, and thus 

it was held over for delivery until the following day. Under the management of Mr. Naughright, 

however, it is shipped into the city at night in refrigerator cars, and is thus ready for the earliest 

delivery. For twelve years he has given his entire attention to the milk business, and always uses 

the most advanced and improved methods in handling and shipping the products of the dairy. 

His sales have become very extensive, and he realizes therefrom a handsome income, which is 

the crowning reward of well directed labor. 

[Biographical and Genealogical History Of Morris County New Jersey – Volume II, 1899] 

 

At the time of his death in 1901, Naughright had been local manager of the Reading Dairy company, and 

had been involved in the "management of creameries the along the P & R"  [Pennsylvania and Reading].  

[Evening Report, Lebanon, Pa. 7/15/1901]  He also was described as "In the milk business, running at 

one time four creameries."  [The Early Germans of New Jersey: Their History, Churches and Genealogies, 

1895]  And he owned a farm / creamery in the area that was destroyed by fire in 1898.  [Swackhamer-

Dufford Genealogy Society Bulletin] 

 

 
William S. Naughright   

[History Of Morris County 1899]  
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1892 - F. F. Holcombe 

Then in 1891-92 there are a only a couple references to a "Creamery Company" in the Hopewell Herald, 

including a meeting report that "the interest due was paid, and a satisfactory arrangement was made for 

redeeming the stock."  [HH 12/9/1891] 

 

In December 1892, Farley F. Holcombe purchased the 

creamery business, and planned to operate it.  [HH 

12/21/1892]   

 

Holcombe was a long-time general store merchant in 

Hopewell (at 47 West Broad, across from Mercer Street), and also had previously run a coal yard, which 

he then rented to A. S. Golden in March 1892.  [See Model Lumberyard History Brief] 

 

The 1892 report of the New Jersey State Board of Agriculture states that "The Hopewell Creamery has 

recently been purchased by two gentlemen, who are residents of the place, and the business will be 

revised and extended so as to be a source of profit to the farmers."  [TET 3/16/1893]  This presumably is 

referring to F. F. Holcombe and his brother. 

 

However, deeds show that Holcombe and his brother Soloman H. Holcombe had purchased the actual 

creamery property from Joseph M. Phillips much earlier, in 1885 (the property they later sold to Hernig 

and Northrup).  [DB 191-1645, 1893-01-28] 

 

Nothing more is known about Holcombe and the creamery. 

 

1892/93 - Hernig & Northrup Creamery 

After operating the original Hopewell creamery for some four 

years, Daniel A. Northrup partnered with Peter Hernig to purchase 

the business around 1892-93.  

 

A later reports states that Hernig and Northrup had operated the 

dairy for the "past 22 years" [i.e., since 1892, which matches other 

records].   [TET 5/31/1914]   

 

And deed records show that Hernig and Northrup then purchased 

the property from Holcombe in November 1893.  [DB 194-128, 

1894-04-16] 

 

The business was known locally as the Hopewell Creamery [e.g., 

TET 3/16/1893, HH Souvenir 1900, HH Progress 1914], and as Hernig & Northrup’s Creamery [e.g., Hw 

1909]. 

 

  

 
Creamery & pond  [Sanborn 1902]  

 
[HH 12/21/1892]  
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Daniel A. Northrup (1865-1936) 

Daniel A. Northrup (1865-1936) was born and raised in Sussex County, 

New Jersey [e.g., 1880 Census]  He moved to Hopewell with his family 

c. 1888 to manage the original creamery and then partnered with 

Peter Hernig c. 1892/93.  [HH Progress 1914] 

 

As part of his life in Hopewell, Northrup was an officer of the 

Columbia Building and Loan Association, and a subscriber to the later 

Building and Loan Association.  [TET 3/27/1903, Times-Advertiser 

2/1/1914] 

 

Around 1904, Northrup also acquired and operated a large farm near 

Skillman, later "regarded as one of the finest in the section of the 

state."  His son, William Northrup, assisted in the management of the 

dairy.  [TET 5/31/1914] 

 

Northrup retired from the Hopewell creamery in 1920, and planned to 

engage in the trucking business in Newark with his son William.  [HH 

4/21/1920]  A 1919 advertisement by the Petry Motor Sales Corp for 

SERVICE brand motor trucks already listed as one of its customers the 

business of "D. A. Northrup & Son / General Hauling" in Hopewell.  [TET 3/30/1919] 

 

However, Northrup's obituary in 1936 reported that he had just retired as a stationary engineer of the 

Castanea Dairy Company (which had acquired the Hopewell creamery), where he had worked for the 

previous 12 years [e.g., from c. 1924].  [TET 4/14/1936] 

 

Peter Hernig (c. 1853 - 1922) 

Peter Hernig (c. 1853 - 1922) was born in Germany and came to America in 1870. When he died in 1922 

at age 69, Hernig left an estate valued at $627,152, of which $224,646 was his interest in the milk 

business.  [Phila. Evening Public Ledger 5/25/1922] 

Hernig came to this country alone from Germany at the age of fourteen, penniless.  His only 

trade was that of cabinet maker.  He began the selling of milk here when it was customary to 

carry one's wares in buckets and announce it to the neighbors by means of a tin horn.  

His success started after his marriage, for which ceremony he had to dye in a dark color the one 

pair of breaches that he possessed.  His first step towards big business was a loan to purchase a 

horse and delivery wagon.  [Phila. Evening Public Ledger 5/25/1922] 

 

By the end of the 1800s, Hernig had become one of the most prominent wholesale milk dealers in the 

city.  "Mr. Hernig is one of the largest dealers in milk and cream in the city, having twenty wagons with 

which to serve these commodities to his many customers."  [Harrisburg Patriot 9/24/1904] 

 
Daniel A. Northrup  

[TET 3/2/1919]  
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In the first part of the 1900s, Hernig lived at 2009 North Mascher Street in Philadelphia, with the 

business at 2013 North Mascher.  [Philadelphia Inquirer 3/24/1922] 

 

The building facade on the 2000 block of North Mascher Street in Philadelphia still has the embedded 

sign: "P. Hernig / A.D. 1898." But since Hernig was in a wholesale business, there is little business news 

or advertising for the company in the newspapers. 

 

As of 1900, Hernig had four creameries in New York at 

Flemingville, Martville, Locke, and Genoa, one creamery in 

Pennsylvania at Hummelstown, and two creameries New 

Jersey at "Hopeville [Hopewell] and Wertsville."  [Phila. 

Times 3/11/1900] 

 

By 1904, "[Hernig] has been in the milk business twenty-nine 

years, controlling an enormous trade and using a score of 

wagons.  He has six creameries, four in New York and two in 

Hopewell and Wurtsville [Wertsville] N. J." [Phila. Inquirer 

9/24/1904]  

 

At the time of his death in 1922, Hernig had a "flourishing 

business" in Philadelphia and Atlantic City.  [Phila. Evening 

Public Ledger 5/25/1922] 

 

 
Hernig Building, North Mascher St., Phila.  

[Susan Babbitt on Flickr]  

 
Hernig ad from 1930 Wanamaker Diary 

[Susan Babbitt on Flickr] 

 
Hernig Milk Bottles 

[Atlantic City Bottles] 
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Hernig Accused - 1899 - 1904 

In June 1899, a State Food and Diary Commission inspector 

tested cream that had been purchased at the Horn & 

Hardart restaurant on South Broad street in Philadelphia, 

and discovered that it was adulterated with boric acid 

(suspected to have been used as a preservative). No other 

contaminated samples were found, and regular testing by 

Horn & Hardart had not detected adulteration. Peter 

Hornig, the supplier of the milk, then was suspected and 

charged.  [Phila. Times 6/29 & 6/30/1899] 

 

In September 1904 , Hernig was convicted of the charge of 

selling adulterated cream. At the two-day trial, Hernig 

offered a "most vigorous defense," including having the 

matron and children of the Kensington Day Nursery testify 

to the healthfulness of the Hernig milk and cream. Hernig 

reported that the quality of the milk was tested daily, and 

that samples were frequently sent to the Bureau of Health for analysis. The adulterated milk reportedly 

was traced to the Hopewell creamery, from which is was shipped to Philadelphia each morning. Hernig 

was found guilty by the jury, but the sentence was deferred in order to permit filing a motion for a new 

trial.  [Phila. Inquirer, 9/24/1904] 

 

No further discussions of this case are found in the regional newspapers, and the Hernig company 

continued prospering thereafter. The P. Hernig Milk Co. was incorporated in New Jersey in 1903, and 

Peter Hernig & Sons was in Philadelphia in 1939.  [Evening News Harrisburg 1/1/1964]  The Hernig Milk 

Co. was operating in Pennsylvania in 1966.   [Trenton Times Advertiser 12/6/1966] 

 

Hernig & Northrup Creamery - 1890s 

In the first part of the 1890s, the creamery business was referred to in brief mentions as the "Hopewell 

Creamery" or  "Northrup's Creamery." 

 

- In 1893, the "Hopewell Creamery" was reported to 

be "arranging to take milk from the farmers of 

Harbourton vicinity."  [HH 3/9/1893]   The paper also 

warned that "The foot path across the bridge at the 

creamery on Model avenue is still in dangerous 

condition and should be repaired at once, before some 

serious damage is done."  [HH 6/8/1893] 

 

- In November and December 1894, newspaper ads 

promoted that "Your sausage cut while you wait at 

Northrup's creamery."  [HH 11/22/1894] 

 

- In 1895, the "creamery pond" was mentioned as a site for the firemen to drill and test the throw of the 

hoses.  [HH 6/27/1895] 

 

In the second half of the 1890s, newspaper reports provided some information on the creamery 

operations. 

 
The Creamery [HHH 1897]  

 
[Phila. Inquirer 9/24/1904] 
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- In 1895, "D. A. Northrup is putting in a new boiler at his creamery."  [HH 10/15/1895] 

 

- The creamery also was selling products locally, with "seven tubs fresh butter for sale at Hopewell 

creamery."  [HH 11/12/1895] 

 

- In a 1896 report, the Hopewell Creamery had received an average of 5,000 pounds of milk per day 

since January 1st, for which they have paid an average of 85 cents per 100 pounds.  [NJ State Board of 

Agriculture 1897] 

 

- The 1897 Hopewell booklet included a photo of "The Creamery," with the pond in front of it. The  

processing at the Hopewell Creamery, with Hernig & Northrup as proprietors, was described as "This 

creamery has large facilities for making butter and ships great quantities of milk and cream. Its capacity 

is 10,000 pounds per day."  [HHH 1897] 

 

In 1898, the creamery was described as doing "a rushing 

business:  

Hernig & Northrup are doing a rushing business at 

their creamery in this place.  They are receiving 

11,800 pounds of milk daily.  Last week was pay day 

and about $2,000 in cash were paid to the farmers 

who take their milk there.   A business that puts that 

amount of money in circulation every month, in the 

way the Hopewell creamery does, is certainly a good 

thing for any town or community.  [HH 6/22/1898] 

 

In comparison, the new Pennington creamery opened in 1898, with "all of the most modern appliances." 

It ceased operation by 1911, and there are no visible remains of the facility today.  [HAHG 1992] 

[The new Pennington creamery is] an elegant plant, equipped with all of the most modern 

appliances. The separator, tester, churn, butter worker and printing machine, stamping every 

pound P.C., i.e., Pennington creamery, are all operated by an eight-horse power engine. The 

refrigerator is large and the supply of pure water unlimited. ... 

We believe that it will be a profit, as well as a great convenience from the loss of sleep, to stand 

by the creamery rather than be a "minute" men to the milk train.  Deal with home people rather 

than distance ones; have your claims at home and not necessitate frequent visits to Philadelphia 

to settle them, as many of you have been obliged to do in the past.  [HH 4/20/1898] 

 

In 1898, the Hopewell Borough council ordered that Hernig & Northrup build a sidewalk along the front 

of their property on Model Avenue.  [6/22/1898]  Northrup then appeared before the council and 

received permission to wait "until after he gathered his ice from the creamery pond next winter," when 

he could then drain the pond, since "the state board of health will not allow water to be drawn from 

such ponds during the summer season."  [HH 7/13/1898]  The next September, the "walk along the 

creamery pond" was nearly completed.  [HH 9/27/1899]. 

 
 [HH 6/22/1898]  
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Hernig & Northrup Wertsville Creamery - 1898 

In 1898, Hernig & Northrup started a new creamery in 

Wertsville.  [TET 11/4/1898]  Then in 1902 they 

purchased the Wertsville creamery.  [TET 4/4/1902] 

 

- In November 1899, Hernig & Northrup paid $1.10 to 

$1.20 per hundred pounds of milk, and $1.30 in December. "They want more milk at both places, and 

are ready to take on all the new dairies that come." 

 

- In May 1909, Hernig & Northrup had to close their Wertsville creamery "on account of the scarcity of 

ice."  [HH 5/5/1909] 

Creamery Expansion - 1900 - 1910 

In 1900, ice from the creamery pond still was an important source of refrigeration. 

 

In 1900, "Daniel Northrup has a number of men at work filling his ice house at the creamery."   [TET 

12/20/1900]  In mid-November 1901, the ice was frozen on the creamery pond, and the temperature 

was 22 degrees the next morning.  [HH 11/13/1901] 

 

The creamery then saw a series of enhancements and expansion of its equipment. 

Our enterprising creamery man, D. A. Northrup, has just added to his well-equipped place of 

business a new churn and butter worker, of the latest improved pattern.  He is now prepared to 

make butter in large quantities, and during the past week has put up and shipped over 100 tubs.  

We had the pleasure of sampling some of his produce a few days ago, and can safely say that it 

was the best we have ever tasted, and it should bring fame in the markets to the Hopewell 

creamery.  [HH 7/1/1903] 

 

- In 1904, Northrup was painting the interior of the creamery.  [HH 5/4/1904] 

 

- Extensive improvements were made at the creamery in 1906-07, including "new shafting, machinery, 

etc.," and overhauling the churn and butter worker to  "make considerable butter this summer."   [HH 

12/19/1906, 6/19/1907]  The 1912 Sanborn map shows a significant change to the former Ice House on 

the left side, now shown as a Refrigeration Room with associated engine. 

 

- The platform at the creamery also was enlarged 

"to accommodate the increase in the daily 

shipment of milk from that place to various points."  

[HH 5/13/1908] 

 

- In 1908, the creamery erected a cold storage 

plant. "A large thirty horsepower boiler and engine 

will also be installed.  The total cost of the 

improvement will be about $3,600, and when 

completed the Hopewell creamery will be one of 

the best and most modern creameries in the state, 

with the best facilities for keeping milk and cream 

clean and sweet."  [HH 4/7/1909] 

 

 
[TET 11/4/1898]  

 
Hernig & Northrup's Creamery [Hw 1909]  
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The Hopewell 1909 booklet has a photograph of the creamery, with the pond drained in the foreground, 

the bridge over the creek visible in front , and the updated loading dock overhang. 

 

As a result, a report by the milk inspector of the city of Philadelphia stated that "the product which came 

to that city from the Hopewell creamery was the finest of any, both in quality and the manner in which it 

is kept.  Since the installing of the cold storage plant Messrs Hernig & Northrup, have without a doubt, 

the most sanitary creamery in the state."  [HH 9/14/1910] 

Creamery Pasteurizing - 1914 - 1919 

Hernig & Northrup installed a new pasteurizing plant in 1914, "which is conceded to be one of the best 

in the state. The milk handled by this concern is heated 240 degrees and then cooled to 40 degrees by 

the pasteurizing apparatus.  The supply of milk is obtained in this Hopewell Valley section of the 

township."   [TET 7/12/1914] 

 

D. A. Northrup, of the firm of Hernig & Northrop, owners of the large dairy on Model Avenue, 

plans to further equip this plant with new apparatus including a pasteurizing plant at a cost of 

$1,000.  The milk handled by this firm was pronounced the purest grade shipped into 

Philadelphia, the official tests in that city showing the local product many points standard of 

purity and ahead of other dairies. 

The company now handles a daily an average of 5,000 quarts, which is shipped to Philadelphia.  

The supply comes from nearly 100 farms in the Hopewell Valley section of the county, the cows 

being of the finest stock.  [TET 5/31/1914] 

 

By 1917, farmers were unhappy with the prices for their milk "The Milk Producers Association will meet 

in Grange Hall on Friday evening next, September 28.  The object of this meeting is to do something to 

obtain our prices for milk.  If the buyers of milk at Hopewell creamery are not going to come up to the 

price it will be up to us to find another market for our product immediately."   [HH 9/26/1917] 

 

But the creamery presumably was still operating successfully, as additional equipment was installed in 

1919. "A new 12-ton ice machine which makes cold air for cooling has just been installed, also a very 

large direct expansion cooler and a 80-horsepower boiler are about to be put in place." In the previous 

year, $80,000 was paid out to the local farmers. About 90 cans, or 8,000 pounds of milk were sent to 

Philadelphia every day.   [TET 3/2/1919] 
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1920/21 - Castanea Dairy Co.  

In 1920, Northrup left the Hernig & Northrup creamery 

business, and the business was acquired by 1921 by the 

Castanea Dairy Company of Trenton. 

 

As of 1920, the Hernig & Northrup Hopewell creamery was 

listed as in operation in a State Agriculture Station circular.  

[TET 1/29/1921] 

 

But in February 1921, the Hopewell branch of the 

Interstate Milk Producers Association called a meeting 

"because of the change in ownership of the Hopewell 

creamery."  [HH 2/9/1921] 

 

In 1921 and 1922, the Hopewell branch of the Inter-State 

Milk Producers Association was soliciting bids to haul milk 

to the creamery to serve farmers who wished to have their 

milk carted.  [e.g., HH 12/15/1922] 

 

By 1922, the Castanea Dairy Company of Trenton was 

listed as the owner of the Hopewell creamery. Castanea 

had been formed from a previous dairy business around 

1905. As of 1922, the company sold some 25,000 quarts of milk and cream daily, which required buying 

some 30,000 quarts of milk a day. Castanea had some 138 employees handling the gathering and 

distribution of the milk. The company bought the entire milk crop of about 5000 selected farmers of 

Mercer, Bucks and Hunterdon Counties.  It owned 56 horses and several motor trucks, and operated 48 

routes.  [TET 6/12/1922] 

 

In 1923, a petition signed by 70 citizens was presented to the borough council, protesting the pollution 

of Beden's brook by the Castanea creamery, and the stench, "which was almost unbearable."  [HH 

6/13/1923] 

 

 
 [TET 10/9/1930]  
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1925 - Property Sold 

By 1924, the Hopewell creamery was apparently no longer in 

operation, with the processing shifted to Castanea plants.  

 

- In 1924, bids were solicited for hauling milk that previously went 

to the Hopewell creamery, and instead transport it directly to 

Castanea in Trenton.  [HH 1/23/1924] 

 

Then the in 1925 creamery property was sold, confusingly as part 

of a public auction that included the personal property of George 

H. Francis.  

 

The advertisement announcing the sales was focused on the 

Administrator's sale of the personal property of Francis, "on the 

premises and in the building" of the former Castanea Dairy 

Company, which was "formerly used as a creamery by them." The 

property included furniture and other household items, 75 

tomato crates, and "about 200 volumes" of books.  [e.g., HH 

10/14/1925]   

 

A final paragraph in the ad also listed the public auction of the 

creamery building. The "property on Model avenue formerly used 

as a creamery" was then sold to Dr. T. A. Pierson and John R. 

Race.  [HH 11/4/1925] 

 

George H. Francis (1847-1925) was born in Utica, New York, 

moved to Milwaukee, Wisconsin and became a lawyer, and then 

came to Hopewell and owned a fruit farm and ran a real estate 

business.  [Madison Wisc. State Journal 8/10/1925]  He had been 

in Hopewell for some 13 years, and was a "prominent Real Estate 

broker" with an office in the Hopewell National Bank building.  

[HH 8/12/1925]  While Francis was in the real estate business, it is 

not clear if he was connected to the creamery, or whether it was 

simply a convenient place to hold a public sale. 

 

 
 [HH 10/21/1925]  
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1930s - 1940s - Public Recreation 

By 1927, the creamery building was shown on maps as "not in operation" and "old & dilapidated," with 

the former pond then a "swamp."  [Sanborn 1927, 1935]  But the pond still was attractive for public 

recreation, including swimming, fishing, and ice skating.  

 

There were some temporary uses of the building, including A. Castoro selling ice and also oyster shells 

and loose lime there.  [HH 9/16/1931, 6/21/1933]  And 1932, the borough remodeled the building to 

keep stray dogs.  [HH 8/31/1932] 

 

In early 1936, the Borough took a five-year lease for use of the pond from the owner, Dr. Theodore A. 

Pierson, originally for as a ice skating rink. The pond had been used as a dump "for many years." The 

pond was cleaned and deepened to a depth of 3 to 4 feet. The construction was done as a WPA project 

(New Deal Work Projects Administration during the Great Depression).  [Trenton Sunday Times-

Advertiser. 2/16/1936] 

 

That summer, the Borough opened the creamery pond as a community swimming pool. The dam gates 

were closed, and the pond was fed from several nearby springs.  [TET 6/24/1936] 

 

In 1936, the property also was used by Muncio 

Masano to buy and sell farm animals and products.  

[e.g., TET 6/26/1936]  And in 1939 it was used as a 

furniture storehouse.  [HH 3/15/1939] 

 

Each May from at least 1939 to 1941, the Sourland 

Mountain Sport Club sponsored a fishing contest for 

children under 14.  The "old creamery pond on Model 

Avenue" was stocked with "a large supply of trout" for 

the event. This is presumably the subject of the 1939 

photo.  

 

The 1941 photo also shows a group of children from 

St. Michael's Orphanage fishing at the pond. 

 

By early 1945, the Borough had drained the pond because of misbehavior.  [Hw News 1/21/1945] In 

1947, the Borough Council discussed conditioning the pond for skating.  [HH 12/31/1947]   

 

But in 1949 the creamery pond was reported in bad shape, and was filled in. 

 

The pond was "odorous and unhealthy."  [HH 5/11/1949]  The Borough was still controlling the pond 

under lease, but "all types of refuse and disease-breeding articles are flowing through brooks from the 

pond on to and through private properties where children are at play daily."  [HH 4/13/1949] 

 

By the end of the year, the creamery pond was reported as "filled in."  [HH 11/2/1949] 

 

There is no known record of when the creamery building was demolished. The building and pond appear 

in the Sanborn maps up to the last such map in 1935. 

 

 
Fishing at Pond 1939 [HVHS] 

(Sourland Mountain Sport Club?) 
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93 Model Ave., Hopewell - Fetter Saw Mill (1874)   
 

Rev. 8/27/2022 c - D. Dixon 

 

The John Finney & A. G. Fetter Steam Saw & Feed Mill started operations in Hopewell in 1874, on the 

triangle of land at Model Avenue and Louellen Street. It was purchased in 1919 by R. Scott Kise, who 

operated it until c1927. The mill buildings were demolished in 1945; no sign of it remains. 

 

1870s - Lambertville Spoke Mfg Co 

c1869 - John Finney buys Thatcher spoke factory 

Moves from Stockton to Lambertville 

1912 - Lambertville Spoke closed 

 

1874 - Mercer & Somerset Railroad Opened 

Ran along Model Ave. in Hopewell 

1876 - Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad Opened 

 

1874 - Finney & Fetter Steam Saw & Feed Mill Established 

John Finney, A. G. (Anthony) Fetter 

 

1893 - Mill Well Water - Hopewell Water Co. 

1907 - Boro buys Water Company 

 

1894 - A. G. Fetter Hopewell Saw & Feed Mill 

1894 - Death of John Finney 

 

1895 - Mill destroyed by fire - rebuilt 

1895 - Fire destroyed mill, lumber sheds, products, supplies  

Replaced by second mill 

1910 - Fire destroyed only large barn and stable 

 

1911 - Death of A. G. Fetter - Run by Fetter estate 

1912 - Discussions to buy for cereal company 

 

1919 - Estate Public Sale - to R. Scott Kise 

1919 - Robert Scott Kise buys property 

Continues operating the saw mill 

c1927 - Mill closed (Kise) 

c1927 - Kise closes the mill operation 

 

1945 - Mill demolished (Kise) 

c1943 - Mill wrecked by serious fire 

Kise continued to use portion as wagon-house 

1945 - Mill demolished 

 
Original Mill [Fowler 1887] 

 
2nd Mill [HHH 1897, Hw 1909] 

 
2nd Mill [Elaine Zeltner, n/d] 

 
2nd Mill [Sanborn 1912] 
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The Finney & Fetter Story 

The Finney & Fetter Steam Saw & Feed Mill started 

operations in Hopewell in 1874.  [LR 12/16/1874] It 

continued in use as a saw mill and grist / feed mill until 

c1927.  [Sanborn 1927,  Humble 1947]  It was "the largest 

of Hopewell’s [Township] sawmills and enjoyed an 

international market for its products."  [HAHG 1992]. 

 

The steam-operated mill stood on the triangle of land at 

the corner of Model Avenue and Louellen Street in 

Hopewell Borough, now containing 93 Model Ave. and with 

Hopewell Borough Pump House No. 4 at the intersection. 

 

The two- to three-acre property included the mill complex for sawing lumber and grinding grain (roughly 

50 x 100 feet), plus outlying sheds for lumber and other uses. [Ind Dir NJ 1918]  The saw mill 

manufactured car, wagon, and ship timber, mostly for export, shipped all around the world. The mill 

provided jobs and business for the Hopewell area, "Hiring up to 25 men, they cut and planed quality 

hardwood lumber from the Sourland ridge, and ground farmer's grain."  [Hw 125th 2016] 

 

John Finney (1829-1894) was "one of the wealthiest and most influential citizens of Lambertville, N. J." 

[Syracuse Daily Standard 1894]  He operated the Lambertville Spoke Manufacturing Company, after 

buying the Thatcher spoke factory in Stockton circa 1869 and moving it to Lambertville.  [LR 1/17/1894] 

 

A. G. Fetter (1835-1911) was born in Germany, and came to U. S. when he was 14 years old. He was first 

located in Stockton and learned the lumber business there.  [TET 1/9/1911]  When the saw mill opened, 

Fetter moved to Hopewell and focused on the operation there, while Finney lived in Lambertville and 

focused on the spoke business.  [LR 4/7/1875] 

 

After the death of Finney in 1894, Finny continued the business, then known as the A. G. Fetter Saw & 

Feed Mill. 

 

In 1895, a major fire destroyed the mill and adjoining lumber sheds, along with stored finished wood 

products and supplies of corn, oats, feed, and bran. The result was an uninsured loss of $20,000, but the 

mill was then rebuilt.  [HH 10/29/1895]  Another fire in 1910 destroyed a large barn and stable. The barn 

was rebuilt the following month.  [HH 10/12/1910, 11/2/1910] 

 

Fetter died in 1910, and his family continued to run the business. The property and buildings were finally 

sold by the estate in 1919, and was purchased by R. Scott Kise.  [HH 2/12/1919, 2/19/1919]  Kise 

continued to run the saw mill until around 1927.  [Sanborn 1927,  Humble 1947]  In the early 1940s, the 

mill was wrecked by a fire, and it was finally demolished in 1945.  [Humble 1947]   

 

 

 
Original Mill Buildings  [Fowler 1887] 
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John Finney and A. J. Fetter 

John Finney (1829-1894) was "one of the wealthiest and most influential citizens of Lambertville, N. J.,"  

and was reportedly "worth $250,000 in cash besides owning much real estate."  [Syracuse Daily 

Standard 1894]  Finney operated the Lambertville Spoke Manufacturing Company, after buying the 

Thatcher spoke factory in Stockton circa 1869 and moving it to Lambertville.  [LR 1/17/1894] 

 

Lambertville Spoke manufactured products for carriage manufacturers and wheelwrights, including 

wheel spokes and rims, and felloes (the outer rim of a wheel, to which the spokes are inserted). 

 

The Lambertville Spoke Manufacturing Company was "one of the largest mills of the kind in the country, 

having branch agencies all over the civilized world."  [Syracuse Daily Standard 1894]  The company was 

located on 3 acres at Union and Elm streets, with buildings 200 by 60 feet and 8 stories high, plus 

basement. The site also included sheds capable of holding one million rough spokes, and a brick dry-

house to hold up to 150,000 spokes. The facility was run by a 80 hp engine and has 40 workers. It 

shipped products all over the world, including Europe, Australia, South America, West Indies, and even 

California and Canada. [LR 10/29/1882]  

 

Lambertville Spoke consumed massive amounts of wood. One ad 

called for 200 cords of timber.  [LR 7/23/1879]  (One cord is 8 x 4 x 4 

feet, 128 cubic feet, and typically between 2000 and 3000 pounds. A 

railroad box car can hold over 5,000 cubic feet and 220,000 pounds - 

typically 3 to 4 truckloads.)   

 

Lambertville Spoke continued after Finney's death in 1894, was 

reorganized in 1898 and 1911, and finally was shut down in 1912. 

[LR 1/5/1898, TET 9/18/1911, LR 8/16/1912] 

 

Anthony G. Fetter (1835-1911), born Anton Gabriel Vetter in 

Germany  [HVHS 2008], came to U. S. when he was 14 years old. He 

was first located in Stockton and learned the lumber business there.  [TET 1/9/1911]  When the saw mill 

opened, Fetter moved to Hopewell and focused on the operation there, while Finney lived in 

Lambertville and focused on the spoke business.  [LR 4/7/1875] 

 

Fetter was treasurer of the Hopewell Water Company from its founding until it was purchased by the 

borough.  He also was president of both the Hopewell building and loan associations.  [TET 1/9/1911] 

 

 

 
Lambertville Spoke Ad   

[LR 7/23/1879] 
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The Mill Business 

The Finney & Fetter saw mill manufactured car, wagon, and ship timber, mostly for export, shipped all 

around the world: 

 

Lumber used for the New York Central docks in New York harbor was supplied through the Finney 

& Fetter saw-mill. The rudder stock for the "Meteor," a vessel built for Kaiser Wilhelm and 

christened by Alice Roosevelt, daughter of President Theodore Roosevelt, also came from this 

mill, while shipments to Australia and all parts of Europe, as well as England, were fairly 

frequent. But there was business nearby, too. Thousands of axe and hammer handles, made of 

Jersey hickory, were shaped and delivered to the Germantown Tool Co., Philadelphia; while apple 

wood went into Disston saw handles. Then prior to World War I, the mill handled a number of 

orders for walnut stock, cut to specified sizes. The wood was obtained largely in New Jersey, but 

some was bought as far away as Canada. Then came the war and the discovery followed that 

the walnut needed for gun stocks by the United States was not available, as Germany had been 

buying it up in advance. The mill also turned out hundreds of wagon wheels before the days of 

the auto. 

- Be It Ever So Humble, Dean Ashton, 1947 

 

From the trees of the land [Fetter] owned, he made fellowes and whiffle trees used in the 

carriages of the Czar of Russia. 

The saw mill made the church pews used in the Hopewell Presbyterian Chapel in 1877.   

- Hopewell's Past, Betty Gantz, 1987 - Information from Bob Fetter 

 

Finney & Fetter also were involved in other types of businesses, including buying oats and hay, and 

having "thoroughbred Alderney cows and calves of both sexes always for sale."  [HH 9/21/1892] 

 

The Mill in Hopewell 

The mill also was involved in other Hopewell activities. 

 

The first telephone in Hopewell is said to have been in the saw mill (late 1890s): "It was a one-way line 

between the mill and the railroad station. When cars arrived at the station, they could ring the mill and 

let the owners know that they were available for loading with timber, shipped from the mill to all parts 

of the world."  [Humble 1947] 

 

Fetter also is credited with originating Hopewell's first street lighting system. "It consisted of kerosene 

lamps that were cleaned daily. Eventually, utility company lines were extended into the Borough."  

[Humble 1947] 

 

The sawmill also used its team of mules to keep the 

dirt streets passable: "A.G. Fetter keeps Mercer St. 

well leveled … with eight mules and a big scraper."  

[HH 4/19/1882]  "They had 16 of the best and largest 

mules! They were also used to smooth the muddy 

streets! No macadam, concrete, or even good stone 

streets then!"  [Gantz 1987] 

 

  

Street Scraping  [HH 4/19/1882] 
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Finney & Fetter Mill (1874) 

The Finney & Fetter Steam Saw & Feed Mill started operations in Hopewell in 1874.  [LR 12/16/1874] 

The mill stood at the corner of Model and Louellen Street in Hopewell Borough, on the triangle now 

occupied by the Hopewell Borough Pump House. The property was acquired from Joseph M. Phillips.  

[DB 102-247, 1874-04-08] 

 

A. G. Fetter moved to Hopewell from Brookvale in the first half of 1875, after the first calendar year of 

operation of the Finney & Fetter Mill.  [LR 12/16/1874]  Fetter was in charge of the Hopewell operation, 

while Finney lived in Lambertville and was in charge of the spoke works there. The business then had 13 

employees, and "has all the work they could do since they started."  [LR 4/7/1875] 

 

In 1881, Finney & Fetter installed a new 65 hp engine from the Lambertville Iron Works.  [LR 3/23/1881]  

The company then had about 20 employees.  [HH 11/9/1881] 

 

In 1882, the company had 15 employees.  [HH 3/2/1892]  Finney & Fetter was advertising to buy oats 

and hay, and having "thoroughbred Alderney cows and calves of both sexes always for sale."  [HH 

9/21/1892] 

 

In 1883, Finney & Fetter erected a new lumber shed for use at the mill. [HH 4/20/1893] 

 

John Finney died in January 1894, at age 65.  [LR 1/17/1894]  A. G. Fetter continued the business under 

his own name, becoming known as the A. G. Fetter Saw & Feed Mill or the A. G. Fetter Hopewell Mill.  

[DB 197-473, 1894-09-11; DB 206-512, 1896-02-01] 

 

The company was not just working on logs in Hopewell; that fall Finney & Fetter "shipped two car-loads 

of logs from to Jersey City … from the Doylestown depot." [LR 10/10/1894] 

 

 In addition, in October 1894 the company apparently disposed of its dairy herd and operation, through 

a "Mammoth Sale of Jersey Cattle" - offering its entire herd of 88 head, plus a work horse, and milk cans 

and dairy supplies. [LR 10/3/1894].  

 

The Hopewell Water Company (1890) 

A private Hopewell Water Company was incorporated in 1890 by a group including A. G. Fetter to 

construct a water system for the borough. A. G. Fetter was one of the original group, and became 

treasurer of the company.  [TET 9/13/1890] The Borough eventually 

took over the Water Company in 1905.    [HH 9/20/1905] 

 

In 1893, the Water Company arranged to procure water from the 

spring of J. M. Phillips, which was then pumped to the reservoir by the 

Finney & Fetter steam engine.  [HH 8/3/1893]   

 

By 1890, there was a well next to the Finney & Fetter mill building 

[Scarlett 1890]   The well was connected to the town water pipe 

running down Louellen Street, and provided a capacity of 275 gallons 

per minute, used to supply the reservoir "in time of need."  [Sanborn 

1912] 

 

 
Hopewell Water   

[HH 9/20/1905] 
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A. G. Fetter Mill - Fire (1894) 

In 1895, a major fire destroyed the mill and adjoining lumber sheds, along with stored finished wood 

products and supplies of corn, oats, feed, and bran. The result was an uninsured loss of $20,000, but the 

mill was then rebuilt.   

 

The fire burned quickly, and the Hopewell fire companies struggled to get water on the blaze - the hoses 

were too short to reach the Creamery pond (at Mercer Street), they could not suction from a well, and 

pulling muddy water from a ditch broke the engine. [HH 10/29/1895]   

 

The [fire]men worked faithfully nearly all day trying to extinguish the flames but another call had 

to be made on Saturday evening and again on Sunday evening and Monday morning before the 

fire was all extinguished. 

The fire started in the main part of the mill and spread with rapidity to every part, and the 

adjoining lumber sheds, in a few minutes.  There were about 3,000 bushels of corn and oats in 

the mill besides several times of feed and bran, while the wareroom contained a large lot of 

manufactured stuff which was very valuable.  Among the lot was a carload of felloes ready to be 

shipped, and the adjoining shed also contains several feet of sawed lumber.  

For 21 years the mill has stood as the chief industry of Hopewell, and its home in buzz of rapid 

move inks machinery has sang a song of pleasure to many of the laboring man who is fed his 

family from the income thereof - but, alas, it lay in a heap of ashes and is very still. 

- Hopewell Herald, 10/29/1895 

 

A new, second mill building was then constructed 

with a different design. 

 

Another fire in 1910 destroyed a large mill barn and 

stable. The barn was rebuilt the following month.  

[HH 10/12/1910, 11/2/1910]   

 

This time, the fire companies were able to control the 

blaze and save the adjoining buildings because of 

their access to a better water supply: 

 

"The hose was attached directly to the plug and a 

stream of water with more force than has even been seen in Hopewell before, was played upon 

the flames without the use of an engine, and they were promptly extinguished while burning 

under full headway."   

- Hopewell Herald, 10/12/1910 

 

 
Second Mill Building  [HHH 1897, Hw 1909] 
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Fetter Estate (1911) 

A. C. Fetter died in January 1911, and his family continued to run the business, while also looking for 

opportunities to sell it to settle the estate. [Indus Dir NJ 1901-1918] 

 

In 1912, for example, former mayor Pierson and others raised subscription for a new cereal company to 

take over the mill, increase its output, and also take half the mill to 

market a high grade flour and a new breakfast cereal.  The food 

products were from the formulas of Professor George A. Keene, 

"editor of Health Magazine, and a noted food specialist."  [TET 

10/8/1912] 

 

In 1912 and 1918, the property was listed for sale in editions of The 

Industrial Directory of New Jersey. 

 

In 1919, after being in the Fetter family for almost half a century, the 

property and buildings were finally sold by the estate in a public 

auction, which included the mill, machinery, barns, a team of mules, 

and related supplies.  [HH 2/12/1919]   

R. Scott Kise (1919) 

The mill property was purchased in 1919 by R. Scott Kise for 

$2860.  [HH 2/19/1919]  This was below the pre-sale 

assessment of $3500.  [HH 5/31/1922] 

 

Richard Scott Kise (1856 -1949) was born on a farm on 

Rileyville Road / Hopewell-Wertsville Road one mile north of 

Hopewell. His father, Bloomfield H. Kise, operated the Kise 

Steam Saw Mill there from the 1860s until after 1880. [HAHG 

1990]  R. Scott Kise then ran the family farm for many years, and later was road supervisor of Hopewell 

Township Twp for many years. [HH 5/11/1949]   

 

Kise also was a timber dealer in his younger days. The newspaper article celebrating his 92nd birthday 

attributed his longevity to his "strong physical constitution" developed while engaged in the "rigorous 

job of log hauling from the Sourland Mountains" (and from farming).  [HH 1/7/1948] 

 

Kise continued to run the saw mill until around 1927. The mill is marked as "Not in operation" in the 

1927 and 1935 Sanborn maps. And Ashton places the closing of the mill as "about 15 years ago" from 

when he wrote in 1945.  [Humble 1947]   

 

Ashton then reports that the mill was wrecked by a serious fire "several years ago" (i.e., around 1943, 

before [Sanborn 1935]). Kise continued to use a portion as a wagon-house. The building was then 

demolished In July 1945; "the former landmark soon will be no more."  [Humble 1947]   

 

The former landmark soon will be no more ... There was a time when the mill was the site of a 

thriving industry, with shipments that went all over the world. Then, too, the factory whistle, in 

the days before radios were known, used to be the signal for housewives and others to set their 

kitchen clocks at noon each day. 

- Be It Ever So Humble, Dean Ashton, 1947 

 
Public Sale  [HH 2/12/1919] 

 
Kise buys saw mill  [HH 2/19/1919] 
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The Mill Property 

The Finney & Fetter Saw & Feed Mill was located at the 

corner of Model and Louellen Street in Hopewell Borough, 

on the triangle that now contains the Hopewell Borough 

Pump House No. 4 on the corner.  

 

Since the mill was operated by steam power, not running 

water, it could be located close to the Mercer & Somerset 

railroad tracks, which ran roughly along the path of the 

current Model Avenue. The M&S started operations in 1874, 

and the M&S train station was a block down at Mercer 

Street (see Mercer Atlas 1875). 

 

The expansion of the regional railroad network greatly impacted sawmilling in Hopewell because 

improved transportation connections encouraged the growth of large mills sited on the railroads 

to allow for more effective distribution of their product. Lumberyards were built alongside the 

railroads in Hopewell, Pennington, and Titusville to serve as local distribution points for timber 

products brought in from elsewhere. 

…The Finney and Fetter Steam Mill in Hopewell Borough, attained a size and a capacity far 

beyond those of its local water powered predecessors. This mill … was the largest of Hopewell’s 

[Township] sawmills and enjoyed an international market for its products.  

[HAHG 1992] 

 

 
1875 - "Finney & Fetter Steam Saw Mill"  

On corner of Louellen Street (diagonal) and Mercer & Somerset railroad tracks (Model Ave.) 

One block from the M&S R. R. Station at Mercer St. 

[Mercer Atlas 1875] 

 

The property included the mill complex for sawing lumber and milling grain, plus outlying sheds for 

lumber and other uses. [Ind Dir NJ 1918]  The company also maintained mules and wagons.  [HH 

2/12/1919] 

 

 
Hopewell Pump House today, at corner 

of Model (left) and Louellen (right) 
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The property shown in the 1930 aerial matches the 1927 Sanborn map - with the mill building, two large 

sheds down Louellen, one smaller remaining shed towards Model, and a small shed on Louellen closer 

to the intersection with Model. 

 

 
1932 - Property with Second Mill - Looking NE from Louellen to Model and train tracks 

[Hopewell Aerial 1932] 

 

The property as outlined in the Sanborn fire maps includes around 1.8 acres when matched to current 

property lines (highlighted area). Contemporaneous accounts describe the property as two acres.  [Ind 

Dir NJ 1918]   

 

 
Old property lines  [Sanborn 1927] 

 
Similar area today  [Hopewell Boro Tax Map 2019] 

 

When the property was sold at public auction in 1919, however, it was described as "about three acres." 

It included a "large mill in good repair" and two barns. The description also touted "an everlasting supply 

of soft water." The sale also included a team of mules, wagons, and related equipment.  [HH 2/12/1919] 
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The Mill Building 

The original mill building from 1874 was totally destroyed by fire in 1895, and was replaced with the 

second mill building, which operated until around 1930, and then was demolished in 1945. 

First Mill Building (1874) 

The original mill building operated from its construction in 1874 until it was destroyed by fire in 1895. 

 

In the saw mill, logs were cut into planks, planks were cut into lengths and then sawed into other 

products, including felloes and hatchet handle bolts. Leftover material then was used to feed the 

furnace. The mill also sold left-over firewood.  [LR 4/17/1875] 

 

In 1881, the mill installed a new 65 hp engine from the Lambertville Iron Works.  [LR 3/23/1881] 

For the second mill, the 1919 Sanborn map showed a 75 hp engine. In 1919, when the property was sold 

at public auction, the machinery at the mill included a 100 hp power boiler, a 90 hp engine, and roller 

mills for grinding grain.  [HH 2/12/1919] 

 

 

Fowler 1887 - 

"Finney & Fetter  

Steam Saw Mill" 

 

 

Scarlett 1890 - 

 

West end (Left) 

- Top - Saw Mill 

- Bottom - Feed Mill 

 

Center 

- Saw Mill, Platform above 

 

East end (right) 

- 1st - Open 

- 2nd - Storage & Packing 
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The saw mill operation was described in its first year of operation: 

 

This is one of the new enterprises of the place, having been run about six or eight months. 

They have a large frame building roofed with slate, and within that presents a scene of busy 

activity.  The men busily employed, the rapid motion of the machinery, with its accompaniment, 

the musical hum.  We were shown through the establishment by Mr. Fetter, who has especial 

charge of this establishment, Mr. Finney devoting his attention to the large spoke works at 

Lambertville. 

They have one large Mulay saw, used for cutting the logs into plank, the plank are then cut into 

proper lengths and sawed into felloes, for which purpose they have two machines, which are 

kept busy filling orders.  They also have a large band saw used for selling shafts, and other work, 

where short crooks are needed.  Numerous small circular saws add their aid to lessen and 

expedite labor. 

In the basement they have planing machines and other machinery necessary for their business.  

The engine is located in the basement, and is of sufficient size to furnish all the power required.  

They have their businesses arranged to work up all the material, but very little refuse lumber 

being seen lying around. 

They saw the logs into plank, and what they do not ship in this way, are cut into felloes, and 

what is left from these is sawed into hatchet handle bolts, and what is then left is used down in 

the engine room to feed the furnace.  They make enough wood for their own use and sell 

considerable firewood. 

Mr. Fetter informed us that they had all the work they could do since they started.  Thirteen men 

are employed in and about the establishment and have but little idle time. 

- Lambertville Record, 4/7/1875 

 

 

Second Mill Building (1895) 

The second mill building was constructed after the 1895 fire, continued operating as a mill until around 

1930, and then was demolished in 1945. 

 

 
1930 - Second Mill building - Looking NE from Louellen to Model 

[Hopewell Aerial 1930] 
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The east side of the building was two stores, with a ramp to the second floor on the end to feed logs for 

sawing. The west end was three stories, with the second floor for the feed mill and grain storage above. 

The bottom floors were for associated storage. The Model Avenue side also had a utility room and brick 

chimney. 

 

 
c1897 - Second Mill - Looking NE from Louellen 

(Facing 3-story end on west) 

[Hopewell 1909; Also in HHH 1897] 

 

 
Second Mill - Looking SW from Model 

(Facing 2-story end on east) 

Ramp in end to feed logs for sawing (2nd) 

Utility room and chimney behind 

Sign: "A. G. Fetter / Hopewell Mill" 

[Elaine Zeltner, n/d] 

 

In 1912 and 1918, for possible estate sale, the mill was described as a large three-story frame building, 

50 x 100 feet, with a 60 hp engine. In 1919 for the public sale, the mill was listed as having a 100 hp 

boiler, 90 hp engine, and roller mills for grinding grain.  [HH 2/12/1919] 

 

 
[Sanborn 1902] 

Sanborn 1902 - 

  - 2nd - Sawing 

  - 1st West (bot.) - Eng. 

 

Sanborn 1912 - 

West end (bottom) - 3 stories 

  - 1st - Storage 

  - 2nd - Feed Mill 

  - 3rd - Grain Storage 

East End (top) - 2 stories 

  - 1st  - Lumber Storage 

  - 2nd - Sawing 

75 hp Engine 

Well - 275 Gals/min 

  reserve capacity 
 

[Sanborn 1912] 
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 Property Maps 

Early Maps - First Mill (1875, 1887) 

 
1875 - "Finney & Fetter Steam Saw Mill"  

On triangle at Louellen Ave. Model Ave. (Mercer & Somerset railroad tracks) 

[Mercer Atlas 1875] 

 
1887 - "Finney & Fetter Steam Mill" 

On Railroad Ave. (now Model) 

and Lambertville Pike (now Louellen Ave.) 

Smokestack on west side, sheds east and south 

[Fowler 1887] 
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Early Fire Maps - First Mill (1890) 

 

 
1890 - "Finney & Fetter Saw & Feed Mill" (before 1895 fire) 

Similar to Fowler - Mill buildings and shed  [Scarlett 1890] 
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Fire Maps - Second Mill (1902-1935) 

 
[Sanborn 1902] 

 

 

 

1902 - "A. G. Fetter Hopewell Saw & Feed Mill" 

   (rebuilt after 1895 fire) 

  - Mill, 2 Lumber Sheds 

  - Well (blue circle) feeding pipe down Louellen 

 

 

 

 

1912 - "A. G. Fetter Saw & Feed Mill" 

  - Shows additional sheds down Louellen 

 

 

1927 - "A. G. Fetter Saw & Feed Mill" 

  "Not In Operation" 

  - Sheds by Model reduced 

  - Pipe from well "Out of Order" 

 

1935 Update (not shown) 

  - Mill marked "Fire / Ruins" 

  - Smaller lumber shed gone (bottom left) 

 
[Sanborn 1912] 

 
[Sanborn 1927] 
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9-11 Mercer Street, Hopewell - Legion / Stonecutting (1880s) 
 

Rev. 8/7/2021 x - D. Dixon 

 

The east side of Mercer Street begins with the Hopewell House and adjacent shops on the corner of 

West Broad Street, and then has four houses along the street (#3, 5, 7, and 9), before the corner 

property facing Model Avenue. The last house (technically #9-11 since it can be a two-family residence), 

is set back, past the depth of the adjacent properties. 

 

Beginning before 1900, #9 was the site of the Seville & Reid stone memorial and monuments businesses. 

Then from c. 1948 to 1966 the #9 Mercer Street building was renovated to become the home of 

American Legion Post 339. During the 1950s, the building was an integral part of the Hopewell Memorial 

Day parades, and the whole area was used for the Legion Carnival since the #7 and #5 Mercer lots were 

still vacant.   

 

The Legion then sold the property around 1966 to the Klett family, who converted the #9 building to 

multi-family. Around 1990, the Klett family built and sold the houses on the #5 and #7 lots. 

 

1870s - Corner House at Model 

- 1875 - "R. R. Station" at Model and Mercer, with 2 sets of tracks  

- 1887 - Corner building at #41-47 Model, and adjacent #39 

 

 

1887 - 1951 - Seville & Reid - Monuments and Stone 

- 1894 - 1895 - Seville & Reid at corner Mercer and Model 

 

- 1897 - E. E. Seville move to Greenwood Cemetery, Trenton 

- 1897-1899 - E. E. Seville also at 5 Railroad Pl. (Hopewell Herald) 

 

- 1897 - William I. Reid, Marble and Granite established 

- c1912 - W. I. Reid yard at #9 Mercer, 2-story building set back 

- c1922 - W. I. Reid adds additional sites by tracks 

- 1951 - W. I. Reid still operating (Reid died 1947) 

 

1945 - 1966 - American Legion Post 339 

- 1945 - Hopewell Valley American Legion Post 339 chartered 

- 1945 - Legion purchased "vacant building" on Mercer Street 

- 1948 - Legion building in use at #9 Mercer 

- 1950s - Legion hall was start/end of Memorial Day parades 

- 1950s - Legion Carnivals on property (with #5 and #7) 

- 1966 - Legion moves to Van Dyke Road 

 

 

1966 - 1986 - Klett Family 

- 1966 - Legion sells Mercer property to Klett family 

- c1966 - #9 Mercer adapted to multi-family use 

- 1986/87 - #5 and #7 houses constructed and sold 

 
1948 Building Design 

 
1963 Memorial Parade  

 
Current 9 Mercer Street 
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Mercer & Model - Properties 

Mercer Street has businesses at the Broad Street end, but the north end towards Model Avenue is now 

fully residential. But #9 Mercer has an earlier history in the 1950s as the American Legion hall, and back 

to 1900 with a stonecutting business. The #9 Mercer house is the last property on the north end of the 

east side of Mercer Street (before the corner house), and is set back, past the depth of the adjacent 

properties. The property also extends in a L shape behind #7 Mercer. 

Current Mercer Street Properties 

 

41-43 / 45-47 Model (corner) - Now a double 

house with four units (stonecutting in the 1910s) 

39 Model - Directly in line with #9 Mercer. The lot 

is L-shaped, with the extension down the right 

side into the #9 property 

 

9 Mercer - The former Legion / stonecutting 

property, two lots deep, with the back of the lot 

extending behind the #7 property 

7 Mercer - Next house south from #9 

5 Mercer - Next house south, built on a diagonal 

due to the stream bed that runs under Mercer 

3 Mercer - Next house south, before the driveway 

into the Old School Baptist Church cemetery 

 

1 Mercer - Hopewell House Square shops (former 

livery and Fire Dept. area) 

48 West Broad (corner) - Hopewell House (former 

hotel / saloon) 

1916 Tax Map - Three Lots on Mercer 

 

In comparison, the 1916 Hopewell Borough Tax 

Map shows only three lots along the east side of 

Mercer Avenue in Block 28 (now renumbered as 

Block 14): 

 

Lot 1 (now lot 1) - Now approx. #41-47 Model, at 

the corner of Mercer, with Lot 2 / #39 next to it. 

 

Lot 7 (now lot 34) - Now approx. #9 Mercer, next to 

the south (but no longer rectangular) 

 

Lot 12 (now lot 29 - 33) - Now approx. #1 to #7 

Mercer and #48 West Broad, extending the rest of 

the way down the length of Mercer to Broad, to the 

west of the Old School Baptist Church property. 
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Mercer & Model - Maps (1875 - 1927) 

1875 - Railroads & Empty Land - Everts & Stewart Map 

The 1875 Hopewell map from the Combination Atlas Map of Mercer County by Everts & Stewart shows 

the two sets of railroad tracks that ran along Model Avenue: first the Mercer & Somerset ("Somerset 

Branch of the Belvidere R. R.", since removed), and then the Delaware and Bound Brook R. R. (the 

current tracks, by the current train station). (The locations in the map are approximate.) 

 

Besides the confusingly placed M&S railroad station, there are no other structures shown along Model 

between Mercer and Greenwood (to the left ands right), or on the east side of Mercer north of the 

Hopewell House and the Old School Baptist Church on West Broad Street (top and bottom). 

 

 

1887 - Corner Buildings - Fowler Map 

The 1887 Hopewell panoramic aerial map by T. M. Fowler shows a one-story corner building at #41-47 

Model, and an adjacent building at #39 Model (then labelled as Rail Road Avenue). 

 

There are no other structures at the north end of Mercer Street. 
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1902 - "Stone Cutting" - Sanborn Map 

The 1902 Sanborn fire map shows the #41-47 Model corner building (one-story, identified as "Stone 

Cutting"), and the #39 Model house (a dwelling). 

It also shows a smaller "Stone Cutting" structure down Mercer, which will later be expanded in the #9 

Mercer property. 

There are no other properties down Mercer Street (e.g., in the #7, #5, and #3 lots), until the "J. H. Titus 

Livery," which was also used for fire equipment (now #1 Model / Hopewell House Square), and the 

"Sal[oon]" (now the Hopewell House at 48 West Broad). 

 

1912 - Expanded "Stone Cutting" - Sanborn Map 

The 1912 Sanborn fire map shows the #41-47 Model corner building has been enlarged to two stories 

and divided into four dwelling units.  

The "Stone Cutting" use is now only on the #9 Model lot, and expanded: 

• The front structure on Mercer ("Stone Cutting") has an added shed ("Gasol. Eng."). There is a 

small structure to the left, shown on a separate lot. 

• The small structure on the back left is marked "Auto Ho." 

• The new two-story structure in the back matches the approximate location and size of #9 

Mercer, with a one-story extension along the right side. 

Down the street, the former livery (#1 Model / Hopewell House Square) is used for the Fire Dept., with 

Hopewell House again on the corner. 
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1927 - "W. I. Reid / Burial Vaults" on Mercer Street - Sanborn Map 

The 1927 Sanborn fire map shows a further expansion of #9 Mercer as one lot, "W. I. Reid / Mfg. Burial 

Vaults": 

• The front building is the same ("Stone Cutting" / "Gas Eng."), with the small side building to the 

left no longer shown as a separate lot. 

• The back left structure is expanded as "Conc./  Stge. Burial Vaults." 

• The back building (in the #9 location) is the same. 

 

1927 - "W. I. Reid / Burial Vaults" on Hart Avenue - Sanborn Map 

The 1927 Sanborn fire map also shows two other locations of W. I. Reid facilities, on both sides of the 

railroad tracks, north beyond the end of Mercer Street: 

• "W. I. Reid / Concrete Burial Vaults" - South of the tracks behind #46 and #48 Model, west of the 

former location of the Creamery (where the stream crosses under Model). 

• "W. I. Reid / Septic Tanks" - North of the tracks, roughly at the end of the current Newell Place 

off Hart Avenue. At the time, the area between Pierson Place and Newell Place south of Hart 

Avenue was a baseball field ("Athletic Field"), with the "Grandstand" shown in the southwest 

corner by the tracks. A now-abandoned road, Drake Avenue, also ran along the tracks between 

Shaftsbury Avenue and the future end location of Pierson Place. 
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Mercer & Model - Aerials (1932 - 1972) 

1932 Aerial - W. I. Reid Monuments 

A 1932 aerial image taken at the time of the Lindbergh kidnapping matches the Sanborn maps: 

• Reid Septic Tanks building north of the tracks and west of the baseball field on Hart Avenue 

• Reid Vaults building south of the tracks behind the houses on Model opposite Mercer 

• Reid complex at #9 Model: Front building, and longer side building towards Model, 

plus large structure set back at current building location (2-story, with 1-story side) 

 

1972 Aerial - Legion Building 

A 1972 aerial shows the former Legion building in its current form, with the long drive and circle in front, 

although still with empty property to the south before the cemetery driveway (#7, #5, and #3 Mercer). 
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c1894 - c1950 - Seville / Reid - Marble and Granite 

The #9 Mercer street property was shown in use for stonecutting back to 1902 in the Sanborn maps, and 

referenced in newspapers back to 1894. 

by 1894 - 1895 - Seville & Reid - Marble and Granite 

The "W. I. Reid" shown in the 1927 Sanborn map was William I. Reid, who operated stonecutting and 

related businesses in Hopewell from around 1894 until at least 1951. He originally partnered with 

Edward E. Seville, who then relocated to Trenton by 1897, and operated there at least until 1929. 

 

The first mention in the newspapers of Seville & Reid's marble and granite works is in 1894, placing the 

business on Mercer Street ("Monuments, Headstones, Markers, Etc."). 

 

At the end of 1895, the partnership was dissolved "by mutual consent." Seville then started his business 

in Trenton, and Reid took over the Hopewell yard. 

 

 
Seville & Reid   

[HH 10/8/1895] 

 

 
Seville & Reid Dissolved  [HH 12/24/1895] 

 

 
Seville to Trenton [TET 12/1/1897] 
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1896 - c1929 - E. E. (Edward) Seville - Marble and Granite Works 

E. E. (Edward) Seville, was a Hopewell resident who later moved to Trenton in 1897 

after the dissolution  of the Seville & Reid partnership. His company, E. E. Seville & Co., 

was established in 1896, and located in Trenton on Greenwood Avenue by the 

Greenwood Cemetery by 1897. It continued being mentioned in newspapers into 1929. 

 

Seville also kept some business in Hopewell in 1897 - 1899, partnering with C. Emmitt 

Voorhees, the editor of the Hopewell Herald, to have a marble yard at 5 Railroad Place, 

adjoining the Herald office (see 1987 photo with headstones). Voorhees also bought the 

Seville home in Hopewell in 1897, and then invested in the Seville company in 1900. 

 

Edward Seville also was the designer and sculptor of the granite monument that was 

installed by the earlier American Legion Post 273 at Broad and Greenwood in 1925, and 

then moved to the Elementary School on Princeton Avenue around 1930. 

 

 
Seville (left) next to Hopewell Herald on Railroad Place   

[HHH 1897] 
 

E. E. Seville move  [HH 1/12/1898] 

 
E. E. Seville in Trenton [HH 9/18/1901] 

 
E. E. Seville in Trenton 

[HH 12/30/1925] 
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1897 - c1950 - William I. Reid - Marble and Granite 

William I. Reid (1868 - 1947) was a "a widely known marble and monumental dealer" in Hopewell who 

expanded from granite and marble monuments and headstones, to automatic sealing burial vaults, 

concrete, and septic tanks. His business was established in 1897 after the dissolution  of the Seville & 

Reid partnership, and continued past his death at age 79 until at least 1951. 

 

Mr. Reid came to Hopewell when was five years old, and is thought to be the oldest resident here 

in point of years living in the borough. He was in the monumental business over 50 years, and 

concrete enterprises about 35 years.  [Obituary, HH 4/2/1947] 

 

Reid took over the Seville & Reid yard in Hopewell, describing its location in a 1901 advertisement as 

"Office and Yard Corner of Model Avenue and Mercer Street." The business was called the Hopewell 

Marble and Granite Works through around 1910. Reid then expanded on the property: 

• The 1902 Sanborn map shows "Stone Cutting" at the #41-47 Model corner house, and in a small 

building on the #9 Mercer property. 

• The 1912 Sanborn map shows the corner house on Model was converted to a two-story 

dwelling. The #9 Mercer yard was expanded with an added shed on the small building (marked 

"Gasol. Eng."), plus the addition of the two-story #9 Mercer building and a small "Auto Ho." 

building. (In 1909, the Herald reported that Reid had installed a "gasoline engine and air 

compressor ... for cutting and lettering.") 

• The 1927 Sanborn map shows further expansion of the "W. I. Reid" complex, with the extension 

of the small building as "Conc / Stge. Burial Vaults." 

 

 

 

 
Early Reid ad  [HH 1/12/1898] 

 

 
Reid at Model and Mercer  [HH 7/24/1901] 

 

 
Reid Marble & Granite  [HH 5/29/1907] 
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c1922 - c1950 -- Additional Reid Sites 

In 1917, the Herald reported that Reid "purchased ground along the railroad on Model avenue on which 

he will erect a large building to be used for the manufacture of concrete grave vaults."  

 

The 1927 Sanborn map shows two additional Reid sites, on each side of the railroad tracks across from 

where Mercer Street ends on Model Avenue: 

• "W. I. Reid / Concrete Burial Vaults" - South of the tracks behind #46 and #48 Model, west of the 

former location of the Creamery (where the stream crosses under Model). 

• "W. I. Reid / Septic Tanks" - North of the tracks, and next to the baseball field, on the right of the 

cul-de-sac at the end of the current Newell Place off Hart Avenue [RDH]. Reid later advertised 

two Hart Avenue lots for sale in 1946. 

 

According to the 1920 and 1930 U. S. Census reports, Reid lived at and owned #48 Model Avenue with 

his wife Jane and daughter Ethel. (They are also on Model in the 1910 census, but moved to 116 West 

Broad by the 1940 census.) The Burial Vaults business was on a strip of property that ran next to the 

tracks behind this lot and its neighbors, which was later used for an auto business, and now by Boro 

Collision.  

 

Also in 1922, the Herald reported that Reid bought property to expand the business further down Model 

Avenue by Louellen Street (the former saw mill). However, there are no further reports on this location, 

and no indication of this in the 1927 Sanborn map. 

 

 
Automatic Burial Vault  [TET 7/4/1920] 

 

 
Septic Tanks / Model Avenue  [HH 5/7/1924] 
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c1945 - William Reid to American Legion 

William Reid died in 1950, and the last advertisement for the business appeared in the newspapers in 

1951. Reid's daughter, Ethel A. Reid, ran the business after his death [RDH]. 

 

 
Reid obituary  [HH 4/2/1947] 

 
Late Reid ad  [HH 5/30/1951] 

 

Confusingly, before Reid's death, in 1945, the American Legion bought the "vacant building" that 

became #9 Mercer, and occupied the renovated building by 1948. This was while the Reid company was 

still in operation (presumably at the other sites north of Mercer Street). 

 

In addition, the northeast side of Mercer Street has a complicated history in the property records. There 

are multiple lots, including the separate lots for #9 as well as #7 and #5, plus the back (deeper) 

extension of #9 past the narrower lots for #7 and its neighbors, plus the vacated extension of Center 

Street from Vorhees to Mercer. As a result, there are multiple transactions and deeds for each of these 

separate pieces of property, at different times, and passing through different owners. 

 

For example, Reid sold one such lot in 1951, which was then sold to the Veterans Memorial Association 

of Hopewell, N. J. in 1954, and then to Hopewell Valley Post No 339 American Legion in 1967. In another 

example, the Veterans Memorial Association bought a lot from the 1954 owner in 1957, and then 

transferred it to the Legion Post in 1966. 

 

Fully mapping these lots and associated deed transactions is beyond the scope of this work. It is clear, 

however, that there was some flexibility in how different owners - and the Legion - acquired and used 

this property along Mercer Street  
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1946 - 1966 - Hopewell Legion Post 339 

Hopewell Valley American Legion Post 339 purchased the #9 Mercer building property in 1946, and 

occupied the building from 1949 until it moved to Van Dyke Road in 1966. The renovations were done 

by William, Charles, and Nick Bregenzer, along with "a lot of volunteer labor" [DDG]. In addition to #9 

Mercer, the then-vacant adjoining lots at #5 and #7 Mercer down towards West Broad Street were used 

for Legion Carnivals in the 1950s.  

Dec. 1945 - Hopewell Valley American Legion Post 339 chartered December 1, 1945 

Dec. 1946 - Post purchased "vacant building on Mercer Street" and began remodeling 

1946 - "December 16 - Legion purchased vacant building on Mercer Street for $600  

 and began to remodel it with construction of kitchen, heat and water tank." 

 [Hopewell Valley Veterans Association, 3/7/2015] 

1946 .... on Dec. 16 ... "a vacant building on Mercer Street was purchased with the 

 intentions of remodeling it for an American Legion home." [HH 10/13/1948] 

Nov. 1948 - Fund-raising drive for "the construction of a building on Mercer Street" (#9) 

"The Hopewell Valley Post 339, American Legion, has undertaken the construction of a building 

on Mercer Street which will not only house their unit but will be available for other 

organizations."  [HH 12/1/1948] 

May 1949 - Fund-raising drive completed 

 Have $2,900 of $3,000 goal, expect late returns and pledges to exceed goal   [HH 5/4/1949] 

June 1949 - Post meeting in new building, more than half done 

"Hopewell Valley Post 339, American Legion, held its meeting Monday evening in the now home 

which is now well past the half-way mark of construction. The building will be one of the most 

modern in the borough when completed"  [HH 7/6/1949] 

1950s - early 60s - Site used for Memorial Day parades and Legion Carnival 

April 1966 - Hopewell Legion moves to 44 Van Dyke Road (Ground breaking 3/1965) 

 

 
Legion Building Design, 11/1948  

[Post 339] 

 
1963 Memorial Day Parade at 9 Mercer  

[Terry Devlin] 
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1966 - 1986 - Klett Family 

The Klett family acquired the Legion property from the Legion Post around 1966. They later built and 

sold the homes that now stand on #5 and #7 Mercer. 

1966 - Legion Sale to Klett Family 

The Legion sold the Model Avenue property to Frederick E Klett Jr and Florence A Klett in multiple  

transactions around 1966. In addition to #9 Mercer, the Klett family also acquired the still-vacant lots at 

#5 and #7 Mercer. 

 

The Klett family converted the #9 building into two units for rental, top and bottom. This involved 

dividing the large open meeting spaces to create bedrooms and facilities, blocking off the front 

entrance, and separating the side stairs from the lower level. 

 

 
#9 Mercer, 1965 [Bob Gantz] 

 
Current 9 Mercer Street [DD] 

 

1986  - Klett Family - New Houses 

In 1986-87, the Klett family built and sold the two new houses at #7 and then #5 Mercer [JRK]. 

 

The #5 Mercer house is built on a diagonal because of a stream that runs behind the properties. (The 

stream then runs under Mercer to join with the Beden Brook tributary that runs down the west side of 

Mercer, which then runs under the former pizza shop, under West Broad Street, and continues east over 

to the Borough Park.) 

 

The #9 Mercer house was later converted back to its current single-family use by opening up the side 

stairs and unblocking the front entrance. 

 

(The separate #3 Mercer building was constructed between 1953 and 1956.) 
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Conclusion: The #9 Mercer Building 

Did the Legion build the current #9 Mercer building, or was it modified from an existing building? The 

newspaper reports during the fund drive in 1948 are ambiguous, and could be read as suggesting that 

the Legion was constructing an entirely new building. But the reports of the purchase in 1946 clearly 

state that the Legion purchased a vacant building, and were renovating it - specifically to add "kitchen, 

heat and water tank." 

 

The assumption from the 1948 illustration of the future Legion building is that there was an existing 

two-story rectangular structure, to which the Legion added the single-story concrete block side addition 

and the front brick entranceway. 

 

 
Legion Building Design, 11/1948  

[Post 339] 

 
Current 9 Mercer Street [DD] 

 

 

This assumption is supported by examining the current building. The side addition is concrete block, 

different from the frame main building, and the addition does contain both a kitchen in the back half, 

and heating equipment in the front section (along with a bathroom).  

 

In addition, the wall at the entrance to the kitchen appears to be an exterior wall, since it still has 

exterior wood siding visible on the kitchen side. Wood framing and support beams also are visible at 

various locations in the structure. 

 

So what was this structure before the Legion bought it? It does appear to be in roughly the same 

location and footprint as the W. I. Reid / stone cutting building shown in the 1912 and 1927 Sanborn 

maps, and in the 1932 aerial. (Note that these show a building with a one-story extension on the right 

side, which is missing in the Legion building.)  

 

The 1985 Cultural Resource Survey also states that this is the same building: "This structure, 1105-28-7 

[#9 Mercer], was built c. 1900 as part of a gravestone and burial vault manufacturing concern and its 

conversion to residential use postdates 1927." 
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 Industrial Hopewell - Railroad Place - Overview 
 

Rev. 6/16/2021 x - D. Dixon 

 

The arrival of two railroads in the 1870s spurred the growth of the town of Hopewell. But local 

boosters also saw a greater opportunity, and invested in developing Railroad Place as an 

industrial district that could support larger-scale manufacturing. 
 

1932 Railroad Place Industrial District - with Railroad Sidings 

The north side of Railroad Place had two sidings that ran diagonally across from the main tracks by the 

Grain & Feed building towards the Train Station and the Tomato Factory. 

 

 
 

 

Westward Siding  

- Diagonal from east of station 

- Between Freight House & later FCA 

- To train station driveway.  

Bumper from end of siding  

   by light pole along side of driveway 

 

Eastward Siding  

- Diagonal from east of station 

- Past Grain & Feed 

- To elevated coal trestle by Tomato Factory 

    (Used for Blackwell and Hill) 

End of trestle used as display area 

    for Firedance Studio 
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1920s Railroad Place Industrial District - Buildings 

All but one of the core industrial buildings on Railroad Place were in place by 1927, and all but two still 

survive today, albeit now with different usages.  

 

Railroad Place 

Industrial District (1927) 

 

 

Kooltronic / Rockwell 

    (1900-1929) 
- 1900 - Smith Novelty 

- 1929 - H. A. Smith Machine 

- 1945 - Rockwell 

- 1975 - Kooltronic 

 

Tomato Factory 

    (1892 - 1951) 
- 1892 - Hw Valley Canning Co. 

- 1938 - Quarryville Canning Co.- 

- 1943/47 - Urban, Sun Packing 

- 1962 - Antiques Center 

 

J. B. Hill & Sons 

    (c1890 - 2005) 
- c1890 - Blackwell & Hill 

- 1904 - Joseph B. Hill 

- 1918 - Rebuilt 

- c1970 - Hardware store 

 

Chocolate Factory 

    (1892 - 1931) 
- 1892 - Shirt Factory 

- 1903 - Belle Mead Sweets 

- 1906 - Fraley Vibrator Co. 

- 1909 - Hw Chocolate Co. 

 

Hay Press / Grain & Feed 

    (c1895 - 1977) 
- 1890s - Hay Press, coal 

- 1912 - Grain & Feed (Hill) 

- 1977 - Arson 

- 2007 - Firedance Studio 

 

Farmers Co-op Assoc. (FCA) 

    (1948 - 1970) 
- 1948 - Hopewell FCA store 

- 1973 - Creative Classics 

- 1991 - Arson 

- 2003 - Consignment Gallery 

 

Hopewell Train Station  

    & Freight House (1876) 
- 1870s - Mercer & Somerset 

- 1873 - M&S Hopewell (Penna.) 

- 1876 - Frog War - Hw (Reading) 

    / Delaware & Bound Brook 
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37-41 Railroad Place - Chocolate Factory (1892) 

The iconic Chocolate Factory brick building on Railroad Place was a shirt factory, three different candy 

factories (for 25 years), and the home of vibrator company, among other uses. Its story also is a 

testament to the determination of the business leaders of Hopewell, who made significant investments 

to fund and promote the growth of the town. 

 

Currently 37-39-41 Railroad Place 

 (1985 Site Survey has 53 Railroad Place) 

 

1892 - 1903 - Hopewell Shirt Factory 

 Built by Hopewell Improvement Association 

 D. C. France Manuf. Co., Thomas Vaughn 

 1898 - expand to Clinton, N. J. 

 1903 - idle, leased, then Belle Mead reno. 

 

1903 - 1905 - Belle Mead Sweets 

 From Belle Mead 1904, to Trenton 1905  

 

1906 - c1909 = Fraley Vibrator Co. 

 

1909 - 1930 - Hopewell Chocolate Co. 

 Incorporated 1909, $100,000 capital 

 - all Hopewell officers + Claribel Shattuck GM 

 Made Hopewell Dainties; Bankrupt 1929 

[1914/1917 - 1918 - World War I] 

[1929 - 1939 - Great Depression] 

1931 - General Chocolate and Candy Co. 

[1939/1941 - 1945 - World War II] 

 

1954 - Rockwell Manufacturing Co. 

? Smith Machinery 

? Organ builders factory 

? Basement used as shooting range 

? 1979 - T.R. Royal's warehouse, retail-manuf. 

? 1980s - home and studio for 3 artists 

? Converted to apartments and workspace 

1997 - Three Large Separate Units, $695,000 

 
Shirt Factory [HHH 1897] 

Hopewell Chocolate Co. / Hw Dainties [1910] 

 
Current day with west end addition 

Side: Chocolate Factory / End: "Hopewell 

C[hocolate]" / "Makers [of]" (see 1910 postcard) 

 
1893-1903 - Shirt Factory  

- Help Wanted 

  
1903-05 - Belle Mead Sweets 

 
1909-30 - Hopewell Dainties 
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52 Railroad Place - FCA / Farmers Co-op Assoc. (1948) 

The north side of Railroad Place, between the street and the train tracks, originally was a large open 

area with two diagonal railroad sidings to serve the local businesses. 

 

The FCA site next to the Freight Shed was undeveloped until the Farmers' Co-op Association store 

opened in 1948. The building was later reused, until it was destroyed by arson in 1991. The current 

building was then constructed in approximately the same shape, size, and location. 

 

Farmers Co-op Assoc / FCA (1948) 

      52 Railroad Pl. (next to Freight House) 

- 1948 - Hopewell FCA store opens, GLF products 

   - 1950s - FCA in Trenton, Hightstown, Hopewell 

   - c1970 - Hopewell store closes 

- 1973 - Creative Classics, Richard Morrison 

   - 1991 - Creative Classics destroyed by arson 

   - 1997 - Rebuilt? 

- 2003 - Decorator's Consignment Gallery  

    - Beverly & Jason Kidder 

- 2018 - Dance Exposure II, Cynthia Sabovick 

 

1955 Hopewell Train Station - FCA 

Freight House, F. C. A. 

 

 
 

 

 

56 Railroad Place - Grain & Feed (c 1875) 

The Grain & Feed site began as a coal and hay business and was a Hay Press by the 1890s. In the early 

1900s, the site had Grain & Feed building which was used until it was destroyed by arson in 1977. 

 

Grain & Feed Site (c1875 - 1977)  

      56 Railroad Pl., gone 

- c1875 - Original site Blackwell & Hill 

- By 1890 - D. L. Blackwell - Hay, Coal 

- 1890s - Hay Press, then burned 

- By 1902 - Grain & Feed, rebuilt 1911 

    - By 1927 - J B. Hill Grain & Feed 

    - 1977 - Destroyed by arson 

 

Firedance Studio (2007) 

      56 Railroad Pl. (near Tomato Factory) 

- 2007 - Built Firedance Studio 

   - François Guillemin, known as le Corbeau 

 

1890s Hopewell Train Station - Hay Press 

Freight House, Hay Press, Tomato Factory 
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43 Railroad Place - J. B. Hill & Sons (c1890) 

J. B. Hill and Sons was a Hopewell fixture for over a century, at the corner of Railroad Place and Hamilton 

Avenue. The company had its origins as a coal business back to 1890, then added grain & feed, lumber, 

building supplies, fuel oil, and finally general hardware and paints before closing in 2006.  

 

 

 

~56 Railroad Place (near Tomato Factory site) 

-- David Lafayette Blackwell (1832 - 1936) 

1875/87 - Railroad siding to coal trestle 

1890 - "D. L. Blackwell, Hay, Feed & Coal" 

1902 - "Hay Press, horse power" 

c1911 - Fire - New warehouse & trestles 

1912 - "[J. B. Hill] Grain & Feed" 

1977 - Destroyed by arson 

 

 

43 Railroad Place (corner of Hamilton) 

-- Joseph Bloomfield Hill  (1861 - 1945) 

c1890 - "Blackwell & Hill" business 

by 1897 - Business on south of street, lumber 

1904 - Become "Joseph B. Hill" / "J. B. Hill" 

1918 - Rebuilt office, sheds 

 

c1920 - "J. B. Hill & Son" 

-- Hervey Stout Hill (1893 - 1964) 

-- Edward Updike Hill (1904 - 1985) 

 

c1940 - "J. B. Hill & Sons" 

-- Joseph Bloomfield Hill II (1927 - 2009) 

-- Arthur Matchett Wright (1921 - 1984) 

 

1970 - Sold fuel oil business to Valley Oil 

c1970 - Converted to hardware store 

 

2005 - Closed hardware store  

2006 - Sold property to Morehouse Engineering 

 
[Hw 1910 - photo HHH 1897] 

 

 
[Sanborn 1927] 

 

 
[2020] 
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2 Somerset Street - Tomato Factory (1892) 

The Tomato Factory Antiques Center on Somerset Street in Hopewell was once a tomato cannery, which 

operated for almost 60 years, from 1892 to around 1950. The factory only ran during the harvest 

season, around six weeks a year, from early August through September, or until the first frost.  

The factory could pack 10,000 quart cans a day, and needed 50,000 tomatoes delivered each day, 

arriving from some 100 acres of local farms under contract for its business. 

In the 1900s, it employed approximately sixty-five women, forty peelers and twenty-five packers. 

 

Tomato Factory - Summary 
 

1892 - 1937 - Hopewell Valley Canning Co. 

 4/1892 - Founded, 60 shareholders 

     Open Aug., 215K cans, 86 acres 

     Livingston Paragon & Perfection 

 1892 - A. L. Holcombe, Pres. 

 1906 - J. Hervey Stout, Pres. 

 1919 - Joseph B. Hill, Pres. 

 1938 - Operated by Elmer A. Weart  

  and Hervey S. Hill 
 

1938 - 1943 - Quarryville Canning Co. 

 W. Earle Carroll  (Depression/WW II) 

 Moved from Quarryville, Pa. 

 50-75 employees 

 Moved to Middleburg, Pa. 
 

1943 - 1947 - Urban Food Co. 

 Bishop and Dorl 

 Added 2 1/2 story addition 
 

1947 - 1951 - Hopewell Sun Packing Co. 

 D. J. Siclari (brothers) 

 1947 packed over half million cans 
 

1951 - Receiver's Sale (Auction) 

 Machinery and equipment 

 Large two-story building  

 on large plot with railroad siding 

1952 - Sherriff's Sale - land & premises 

 Hopewell Canneries Inc. (~1 acre) 
 

1950s - Reynold Dansberry 

 Sub-contract work for Rockwell 
 

1962 - Tomato Factory Antiques Center 

 Maurice Browning, Inc. 

 Maurice and Mary Ann Browning 

 
H. V. Canning Co. [HHH 1897, 1909 Hw] 

 

 

 
H. V. Canning Co. Juice Label [M. A. Browning] 

 

 
Tomato Factory [Hw 2009] 
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 57 Hamilton Avenue - Smith / Rockwell / Kooltronic (1900) 

The Smith/ Rockwell / Kooltronic manufacturing facility at 57 Hamilton Ave. in Hopewell Borough began 

as the Smith Novelty Co. and then H. A. Smith Manufacturing Co. (1900 - 1945), but is best remembered 

under the name of Rockwell (1945 - 1974), which was a major employer in Hopewell. The site was then 

used by Kooltronic (1975 - 1999), and since has been used for office space and storage. 

 

The manufacturing facility is bounded from the north to south by Somerset and Lafayette Streets, and 

west to east by Hamilton Avenue and a tributary of Beden Brook. The property then extends to the 

north side of Somerset Street to the railroad tracks, which is currently used as a parking lot. 

 

1900 - Smith Novelty Co. - machine shop, 3 people 

 Hugh A. Smith & father Alfred B. Smith 

c1903 - First factory (north side Somerset) 

 - 4,000 sq. ft., 1913 employ 40+  

1915 - H. A. Smith Manufacturing Co., Inc. 

1919 - Business passed to son, Alfred H. Smith 

 

1927 - First facility at current site on Hamilton 

1929 - Sold to Pittsburgh Equitable Meter Co. 

 Reorg as H. A. Smith Machine Co. 

 Herbert S. Rockwell, superintendent 

 - 11,000 sq. ft., 50 employees 

1935 - Annex addition (towards Lafayette) 

 - ~20,000 sq. ft., 100 employees 

1945 - Parent renamed Rockwell Manufacturing 

 - Hopewell -> Rockwell Machine Co. 

 -> Hopewell Div. of Rockwell Manuf. Co. 

1950s - 3 additions, Quonset Hut -> 72,000 sq. ft. 

 

1960 - Lafayette addn. -> 100,000 sq. ft., 219 emp. 

1963 - Becomes Rockwell Taximeter operation 

 

1971 - Hurricane Doria flooding 

1973 - Parent merger into Rockwell International 

1973/74 - Rockwell closing plant, 400 / 120 empl. 

 A. Merlin Smith, acting general manager 

 

1975 - Kooltronic - Gerald H. Freedman 

1984 - Expansion east, remove Quonset bldgs. 

1990s - Site contamination, remediation 

 

1999 - Kooltronic moves, end manufacturing 

2000s - Used for office space and storage  

 
Smith Factory 1910s/20s [Hw 1909] 

 
Smith Factory 1920s/30s [THM] 

 
Smith Addition 1935 [THM] 

 
Rockwell 1946 [THM] 

 
Rockwell 1962 [THM] 
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Somerset Street - West of Stream 

 

1927 - Somerset Street 

 West of Beden Brook tributary  [Sanborn 1927] 

 

- Parking Lot  

 - Location of the original Smith Novelty factory (1900) 

 - Leased to other companies 

 - Replaced by smaller out buildings 

 - Buildings eventually removed 

 

- Shed (twine)  

 - Shed / store house in early maps 

 - Fire house for Rockwell Engine Co. No. 1 (1954 - 1968) 

 - Now twine gift shop. 

 

 

c. 1962 - Rockwell Aerial 

Top left - twine store and parking lot north of Somerset across from Rockwell facility 

Top right - Rockwell pond and building east of stream 

[THM, n/d]  (dated by autos in photo) 

 
 

Rockwell Engine Company  c. 1954 [HFD]

 

twine Gift Shop 2020 
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Somerset Street - East of Stream 

 

1910s-20s - Somerset Street 

 East of Beden Brook tributary  [Sanborn 1912] 

 

South of Somerset 

- Whitehead's Ice Cream Factory (1914 - c1935) 

 - Whitehead Store, 19 Blackwell 

 - John L. (1894-1904) & son Edward R. (-1950s) 

 

North of Somerset 

- E. B. Coy - Wood Working (1910s-20s, removed 1944?) 

- Rockwell Pond - <1912 - 1970s 

 - Public skating - revived 1950 

- Original Smith Novelty Machine Shop - ~200 ft. further east 

 - With divided 2-story dwelling to west 

 

1964 - "Billboard Painted 1964"  

Rockwell sign facing railroad tracks 

between pond and Somerset St.  [THM] 

 

 

1961 - Skating on Rockwell Pond 

Brook to left, train tracks behind  [JMC] 

 
 

Somerset East 

Hopewell Factory & Inducement Company (1901-c1945)  

  - Bought Somerset east of stream - 1901 ("old Cahill brick yard property") 

 - Offered free factory sites - north side for manufacturing 

 - Member building lots on south side (1902) 

 - Whitehead Ice Cream Factory (1914) 

- Others 

 - Hopewell Bobbin and Spool Company (1903-04) - Mercer Factory Assoc. - arson 

 - Clear Clean Cloth Co. (1929), National Biscuit Truck (1935) 

 - Trenton Patent Manufacturing Co. (1920), Inter-State Safety Manufacturing Co. (1925) - Smith 

 

- Valley Oil - Purchased north side of Somerset, east of stream from Rockwell (1971) 

- Site Contamination - Sampling c1991, soil removal 1999, groundwater treatment building 2006, 

 Somerset south residences abandoned and demolished, monitoring and reporting continues 
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 01 - 03 Railroad Place, Hopewell - Rose & Chubby's (c 1890s) 
 

Rev. 5/2/2021 x - D. Dixon 

 

The Hopewell institution known as Rose and Chubby's has a long history, with the building existing by 

1890, with early use as a candy store and confectionery. During the heyday of the railroad, the 

proprotors worked long hours to serve the traffic from its location opposite the train station and at the 

Greenwood Avenue railroad bridge, selling products including groceries, tobacco products, and 

stationary. Later, successive owners added ice cream, fountain service, and luncheonette sandwiches.  

 

Meanwhile, the structure of the building has remained relatively intact. A third floor was added 

sometime before the mid 1900s, and then the front porch on the left side of the building (facing 

Railroad Place) was enclosed. Around the early 1970s, the back of the store (facing Cook Place) was 

expanded to add a second-floor addition as a separate apartment from the front of the building (on 

Railroad Place). The enclosed front left corner has been used for a variety of small independent 

businesses, including ice cream and piano training. 

 

Chronology 

 

~1895 - 1911 - Cook Family 

 

~1902 - ~1908 - Mrs. John Gould's Store 

 

1913 - 1925 - M. L. Von Steeg's Store [Pierson] 

    Mary Louetta Campbell / Pierson / Von Steeg 

 

1925 - c 1946? - Ewing's Corner Store 

    D. Walter & Eva Ewing 

 

1950? - 1952 - Gwen Wostoupal 

 

1953 - 1971 - Jimmy's Corner Store 

    Jim & Marie ("Red") Hall 

 

1971 - c1975 - Kip's Corner Store 

    Clifford (Kip) & Barbara Slobiski 

 

c1975 - 1979 - Cliff’s Corner Store 

    Clifford & Lillian Skubas 

 

1979 - ~2012 - Rose and Chubby's 

    Carol ("Chubby") Montello & Rose Sponholtz 

    1991 - Chubby's 

 

2019 - Aunt Chubby's Luncheonette  

    Lyn Farrugia, Michelle Hamilton 

 
M. L. Von Steeg's Store (1913 - 1925) 

 

 
Ewing's Corner Store (1955) 
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1 Railroad Place - Then to Now 

 
M. L. Von Steeg's Store (1913 - 1925) 

- Flat roof, no third floor 

- Open porch on left [Klett] 

 
Corner Store 

- Third floor dormers, Open porch on left 

- Dolly Madison ice cream sign [WF] 

 
Ewing's Corner Store (1925 - 1940s) 

- Open porch on left [Chubby's] 

 
Ewing's Corner Store (1955) 

- Left porch enclosed 

- Dolly Madison ice cream sign [Labaw] 

 
Kip's Corner Store (c 1970) 

Facing N. Greenwood Ave. [Mochel] 

- Apartment addition on back (Cook Place) 

 
Kip's Corner Store (c 1970) 

Facing Cook Place [Mochel] 

- Apartment addition on back (Cook Place) 

 
Aunt Chubby's [2020] 

Facing Railroad Place 

 

 
Aunt Chubby's [2020] 

Facing N. Greenwood Ave. and Cook Place 
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1890 - 1910 - Early Maps 

Development along Railroad Place began with the construction of the train station in 1876. The 1887 

Fowler panoramic map shows buildings in the area of Greenwood and Railroad. The Scarlett and 

Sanborn Fire Maps then show the same structure from 1890 to 1912 - A double house, with a Candy 

store on the west side (facing Greenwood) and a dwelling on the east side. Both sides are two-story, 

with a small one-story extension on the back. Aerial photos from 1932 and 1972 suggest the same 

general shape. 

 

 
[Fowler 1887] 

Greenwood Ave. crossing the bridge,  

with "Rail Road Ave." on left (now Model) 

 

 
[Scarlett 1890] 

 
[Sanborn 1902 - 1912 same, 1927 "Store"]  

[1932 Aerial] - Bridge to top right 

 
[1972 Aerial - Sudlow] - Bridge to left  

[2021 Google] - Back addition 
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~1895 - 1913 - Cook Family 

Cook family deeds and mortgages from Joseph Klett record the ownership of the corner of Greenwood 

Avenue across from the railroad station from at least 1895 (Alfred S. Cook) to 1899 (Albert D. Cook), and 

then to the sale to Mrs. M. L. Von Steeg (Mary Louetta Pierson) in 1913.  Not coincidentally, the small 

street behind the building (parallel to Railroad Place) is called Cook Place. 

 

Catherine Gould ("Mrs. John Gould") then rented the property by 1902 and operated the store through 

at least 1908.  

 

 

~1902 - ~1908 - Mrs. John Gould's Store - Confectionery 

Mrs. John Gould's confectionery store operated from at least 1902 through 1908 (as mentioned in the 

Hopewell Herald), selling bread, cake, candy, cigars, and fireworks. 

 

The 1910 census shows John and Catherine Gould renting on Railroad Place (e.g., from the Cook family). 

Catherine's business was described as a "Retail confectionery." 

 

There is no further report of the business after 1908, although the Herald continues to mention the 

Gould family. Catherine Gould was reported to be ill in 1910, and died in 1911. 

 

 
[HH 3/19/1902] 

 

 
[HH 7/2/1902] 

 
[TET 12/12/1907] 
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1913 - 1925 - M. L. Von Steeg's Store [Pierson] 

In 1913, Mrs. M. L. Von Steeg (Mary Louetta Campbell Pierson) purchased the property from the heirs of 

Albert D. Cook. Mary Louetta Campbell had married James E. Pierson in 1893. James died in 1909, 

leaving Mary Louetta with five surviving Pierson children. She then married Otto Von Steeg in 1912. 

They were separated a few years later, but were never divorced. 

 

The business was known primarily as "M. L. Von Steeg's store" in the Herald. It was described as a 

grocery store, also selling candy, tobacco and cigars, stationary, ice cream, as well as toys and Christmas 

tree ornaments. In 1920, the store opened an ice cream parlor serving Hildebrecht's ice cream. Mrs. M. 

L. Von Steeg sold the store in 1925 "because of poor health." 

 

At the time, the property consisted of a double house and a small store. William Corcoran and his 

family lived in one side of the house until Mrs. Pierson decided to make the house into one for 

her five children and herself.  They had a kitchen, living room and parlor on the first floor while 

upstairs there were bedrooms and, after a few years, an indoor bathroom was installed.  

"The store was a little one then, just a 15 by 15-foot room that had a tobacco case, a candy case, 

a bread case, and shelves on one side that held popular groceries like baked beans. "Supplees 

(dairy) had a man come up and put in a wooden cabinet that he filled with steel cans of ice 

cream." 

[Joe Pierson, son of Mary Louetta, from the Hopewell Valley News, March 25, 1999] 

 

 

 
M. L. Von Steeg's Store (1913 - 1925) 

- Flat roof, no third floor 

- Open porch on left [Klett] 

  
[HH 5/31/1916] 

 
[HH 7/23/1924]  

[HH 12/8/1920] 
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1925 - 1946? - Ewing's Corner Store - D. Walter Ewing 

In 1925, D. Walter ("Walt") and Eva Ewing bought the property from Mary 

Louetta Von Steeg, described as the "ice cream parlor and confectionery 

store." Ewing was previously with Belle Mead Sweets in Trenton. The business 

was called Ewing's Corner Store, or simply The Corner Store. Variations of the 

Corner Store name then continued through several successive owners. 

 

The store was described as a "candy store" or a "confectionary store." Ads in 

the Hopewell Herald promoted candy, ice cream, soda, and cigars. In 1948, 

the store advertised Dolly Madison ice cream, and promoted itself as a 

luncheonette, serving "sandwiches and other specialties from our grill." 

 

According to Claire Hall, when the Ewings ran the business it was 

simply a soda fountain. They didn't sell groceries but Dick Hall 

remembers there being a room downstairs for the young men to play 

cards and shoot pool. 

[Hopewell Valley News, March 25, 1999] 

 

The Ewings passed on the business to Gwen Wostoupal sometime before 1953, when Jim Hall acquired 

it. Meanwhile ads with the Ewing's Corner Store name continued in the Herald through 1952. However, 

Walter Ewing died in 1954, and was described as having "operated a confectionary store here until 8 

years ago," which suggests that he exited the business around 1946. 

 

  
[HH 8/27/1930] - Sundae 

[HH 4/19/1944] - Soda 

 

 
[HH 11/17/1948] 

 

 
Corner Store 

- Third floor dormers, Open porch on left 

- Dolly Madison ice cream sign [WF] 

 

  

[HH 3/18/1925] 
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Notes from Betty Gantz 

Notes on "The corner store" from Hopewell's Past by Betty Gantz. 

 

M. L. Von Steeg's Store (1913 - 1925) 

After bridge improvements by the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad in 

1919, the curbing in front of the property was two feet above the 

level of the sidewalk. A Borough Council committee estimated the 

cost required to raise the house and sidewalk to the new grade as 

$2500. The railroad offered to pay $300, or buy the property for 

$3000. A month later, the railroad appealed an award for damages 

by the Committee of Assessment of $1600, and apparently the 

repairs were made. 

 

About 1919 the present N. Greenwood Ave. at 'this' location 

was raised 3-4 ft.! --- to enable the early cars to go up over 

the railroad bridge! With sidewalks then several feet 'below' 

the road --- what a mess when it rained hard! 

 

Ewing's Corner Store (1925 - c 1946) 

Betty Gantz reports a story that that the cellar floor of the building was built directly on the old Mercer 

& Somerset railroad bed. 

 

When this store was owned by D. Walter Ewing and wife Eva, there was a famous blue room in 

the basement where the men of the town socialized and played cards. The floor was so deep --- 

or the height of the room was unusual -- because it had been built ON the old roadbed. 

 

 

1950? - 1952 - Gwen Wostoupal 

Gwen Wostoupal then acquired the business sometime before 1953, when he sold it to Jim Hall. 

Meanwhile ads in the Herald continued to use the Ewing's Corner Store name. 

 

Gwen Del Wostoupal was born and raised on a farm in Nebraska. He served in the U.S. Army during 

World War II, and then somehow came to the Hopewell area. In 1947 he married Norma Maple of New 

Hope, Pa. in Lambertville, and they reportedly then resided in Iowa.  

 

By 1951, "Mr. & Mrs. Given Wostoupal" were in Hopewell with their young daughter. However, the local 

papers have no further reports of their involvement in the store. Gwen Wostoupal's obituary from 2000 

reports that he was the owner of a Ben Franklin Store in Gloucester [N. J.] from 1952 to 1982. 

 

Claire (Righter) Hall, worked behind the counter as a teenager. ... She worked Saturdays and 

Sundays, a total of 10 hours, and took home a paycheck of $6.25. That was during the 1950s. ... 

According to Claire Hall, one of the former owners, Gwen Wastapoul [sp], made his own hot 

fudge, chocolate syrup and simple syrup (the base for all syrups.) He also sold Candy 

Cupboard candies. 

[Hopewell Valley News, March 25, 1999] 

 

[TET 9/1/1919] 
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1953 - 1971 - Jimmy's Corner Store - Jim & Marie Hall 

Jim and Marie ("Red") Hall owned and operated the business from 1953 to 1971. Jim Hall was the 

grandson of Mrs. Louetta [Pierson] Van Steeg, who had owned the store in the early 1900s. 

 

The store was eventually known as Jimmy's Corner Store, although ads in the Herald still called the 

business Ewing's Corner Store and The Corner Store through 1954. 

 

The store offered fountain service with Dolly Madison ice cream and "light lunch," and sold candy, 

tobacco, school supplies and stationary, magazines and papers, and gifts and toys. 

 

By the time Jim Hall owned [the store] there was a pin ball machine, a phone booth, tables in a 

back room, a wall of magazines and newspapers, and luncheon meats in cases in addition to the 

soda fountain and candy and tobacco cases. 

[Hopewell Valley News, March 25, 1999] 

 

 
[HH 4/8/1953] 

 
Corner Store (1955) 

- Left Porch Enclosed 

- Dolly Madison Ice Cream Sign [Labaw] 

 

 
[HH 4/15/1953] 

 
[HH 10/21/1954] 
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1971 - c1975 - Kip's Corner Store - Clifford & Barbara Slobiski 

Clifford (Kip) and Barbara Slobiski acquired the store from the Halls in 1971, and ran it as Kip's Corner 

Store until sometime in the mid 1970s. 

 

Early in the period, the back of the store (facing Cook Place) was expanded to add a second-floor 

addition as a separate apartment from the front of the building (on Railroad Place), where the Slobiski 

family lived. 

 

 
Kip's Corner Store (c 1970) 

Facing N. Greenwood Ave. [Mochel] 

- Apartment addition on back (Cook Place) 

 
Kip's Corner Store (c 1970) 

Facing Cook Place [Mochel] 

- Apartment addition on back (Cook Place) 

 
Clifford (Kip) Slobiski 

Kip's Corner Store (c 1970)  [Mochel] 

 

 

 

 

c1975 - 1979 - Cliff’s Corner Store - Clifford & Lillian Skubas 

Sometime in the mid 1970s Clifford and Lillian Skubas acquired the business, and ran it as Cliff’s Corner 

Store, along with an adjacent Craft shop (on the corner closest to the train station). 

 

They retained the right to use the upstairs apartment after the business was sold to Chubby's in 1979. 

 

[169]



Hopewell History Property Brief  ≡ 01-03 Railroad Place / Chubby's ≡ 

 

Hopewell Valley History Project 11 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

1979 - ~2012 - Rose and Chubby's - Montello & Sponholtz 

In 1979, Carol ("Chubby") Montello and Rose Sponholtz partnered to acquire the business. Montello had 

worked at the restaurant before they bought it. The business then was called Rose and Chubby's. 

 

The business became simply Chubby's in 1991, when Sponholtz left the business. Chubby hired  Buzz 

Voorhees as a waitress who helped her with operations. 

 

Around 2012, Chubby's went out of business. 

 

Carol ("Chubby") Montello died in 2015 - "allowed to die peacefully inside luncheonette she ran for 36 

years." She left the business to her nieces, Lyn Farrugia, Michelle Hamilton, and Joanne Farrugia. 

 

Often in the morning, the customers arrive before Chubby, the owner, does and when 

that happens they let themselves in and get the coffee going. Then one by one the other 

regulars begin to arrive. ... 

Chubby does all the breakfast and lunch cooking and on Wednesdays and Saturdays she makes a 

full-course fixed-price dinner for $12. Word of what she will be cooking that night travels by 

word of mouth and she said, "people just show up."  

[Hopewell Valley News, March 25, 1999] 

 

 

2019 - Aunt Chubby's Luncheonette - Farrugia & Hamilton 

 

On January 31, 2019, Lyn Farrugi and Michelle Hamilton opened the new Aunt Chubby's Luncheonette 

after extensive renovations. Improvements included rebuilding the basement for baking, and combining 

the first floor to incorporate all the space facing Railroad Place (including changing the windows to 

match the old design).  

 

The Luncheonette is structured as a non-profit. Since the onset of COVID, the company has hosted a 

outdoor, free food pantry, and in the first year the Chubby’s Project has delivered over 5000 meals to 

local folks in need, along with weekly grocery bags. 
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References 

Information extracted and summarized from sources including books, reports, maps, newspapers, and 

photos. Many of the original materials (books, reports, maps, photos) are shared on the Hopewell Valley 

History Project site (HopewellHistoryProject.org). 

 

Thanks to families who provided information: 

- Marie Hall and Jean (Hall) Gianacaci - Jimmy's Corner Store 

- Judie (Slobiski) Mochel - Kip's Corner Store 

- Aunt Chubby's Luncheonette - https://chubbysluncheonette.com/ 
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[HHH 1897] - Healthful Historic Hopewell (1897), Normer Gray 

[Gantz] - Hopewell's Past, Betty Gantz (1987) 

[HAHG] - Hopewell: A Historical Geography, Richard Hunter and Richard Porter (1990) 

Reports 

[[HVHS Calendar 1987] - Hopewell Valley Historical Society Calendar 

[SS / Site Survey 1985] - 1985 Cultural Resource Survey, Hopewell Borough 

Maps 

[Everts & Stewart 1875] - Map of Hopewell Borough, Everts & Stewart (1875) 

[Fowler 1887] - Hopewell, New Jersey, T.M. Fowler (1887) 

[Scarlett 1890] - Scarlett & Scarlett Fire Map of Hopewell Borough (1890)  

[Sanborn 19xx] - Sanborn Fire Maps of Hopewell Borough (1902, 1912, 1927) 

Newspapers 

[HH] - Hopewell Herald newspaper (ends 1955, has multiple gaps) 

[TET] - Trenton Evening Times newspaper 

[HVN 1999] - 'The store' where Hopewell's old gang still gathers, Janet Purcell Piggott,  

 Hopewell Valley News, March 25, 1999 

Online 

- Articles on Aunt Chubby's 

 https://chubbysluncheonette.com/about-us 

- Find A Grave on Mary Louetta Campbell Pierson (Joseph Klett) 

 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/45141163 
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33 Railroad Place, Hopewell - Post Office (1947) 
 

Rev. 1/11/2021 c - D. Dixon 

 

Built 1947 for Hopewell Post Office and Carballal’s Luncheonette / Grocery Store. 

Confusing building now looks like two separate buildings. One-story front faces Railroad Place (33 

Railroad, now Art Sparks), with entrance positioned diagonally at corner with Blackwell Avenue.  

Two-story back half originally was Hopewell Post Office with entrance on Blackwell Avenue with 

residence above; now has residences facing Cook Place (26 & 32 Blackwell).  

 

Built 1947 - Owned by Carballals? 

 

Front (Railroad) 

1947 - 50 =  Carballal’s Luncheonette (Taxi) [was 25 RR] 

1951 - 53 = Selmar's Luncheonette 

mid 1950s - 1966/68 - Don & Angie Mollica’s ice cream  

by 1968 - 70s - Hopewell Auto Parts [Seminary] 

by 2020 - Art Sparks 

 

Rear (26 & 32 Blackwell / Cook Place) 

1949 - Post Office moves in [was 13 E Broad - now HPL] 

c1958 - P.O. moves to 9 S Greenwood [current] 

pizza store? Vincent and Mary Scalfani? 

by 1959 - Angeline’s Clothing, children’s clothing 

by 1966 - first floor converted to apartments 

1970/71 - Clothing store (children's?) 

 
1968 [Gantz] 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
[HH 2/28/1940] 

 
[HH 10/23/1946] 
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Chronology from Bob Gantz Family Photo Collection 

 
Hopewell Post Office (left), June 1958 [Gantz] 

 
Post Office and ice cream store, 1958 [Gantz] 

 
Clothing store (left), still Breyers ice cream  

sign (right), 1959 or later [Gantz] 

Hopewell Auto Parts (right), fall 1968 [Gantz]  

 
Right side painted, 1971 [Gantz] 

 
Tudor style, side door closed in, corner door 

diagonal, 1977 [Gantz] (Tudor by 1973, side door 

after 1973, corner door after 1971) 

 

Chronology 

Post Office had entrance on Blackwell to the right of two long horizontal windows.  

Moved from old National Bank building (current Hopewell Public Library), where it had been since 1915. 

Store in front had Breyers ice cream sign (with the distinctive green leaf) above corner entrance. 

 

Jose Carballal previously ran the Italian-American Grocery Store next door (25 Railroad) through the 

1940s ("We sell Breyer’s Ice Cream to take out"), and also operated a taxi service from there.  

The Carballals occupied the second floor apartment above the back half of the new building, and 

apparently owned the entire building (it was called the Carballal Building in 1950). 

 

The front became Selmar’s Luncheonette and pizza store (including 1961 - 63), and then became 

Mollica’s ice cream store (through 1966/68), run by Don & Angie [Arena] Mollica.  
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Mollica’s ice cream store, remembered by Bob Gantz: 

The east side had two full length marble counters with round stools, all the beautiful stainless 

store fixtures for ice cream, soda, and other cold items, and on the south side behind the other 

counter was where they cooked food such as hamburgers, etc. The west and north sides of the 

room were lined with “booths” and built in tables for people to sit in. Each booth had a 

“miniature” jukebox that was hooked up to the main large jukebox on the floor. It was a 

booming place for kids. They also had two pinball machines back in the south west corner. 

 

The Post Office moved out around 1958 to its current location at 9 South Greenwood. By 1959, the first 

floor of the back half of the building was Angeline’s Clothing, a children’s clothing store run by Angie 

Mollica. 

 

By 1966, the first floor was converted to apartments, but the front corner still had the Breyers ice cream 

sign. By 1968 the front corner became Hopewell Auto Parts, before the business moved back to 11-13 

Seminary Avenue in the 1970s. (Around that time, the entire exterior also was redecorated in a “Tudor” 

style, white with brown cross-beams.) 

 

After further renovations, the front half is Art Sparks, now looking like a separate building, and with an 

angled door, changed in the mid 1970s. Sometime after 1977, the door facing Blackwell on the back was 

closed up, and all the windows were changed to standard double-hung, resulting in the building that we 

now know. 

 

References [Hopewell Herald] 

Front (Railroad) 

December 1947 - Carballal’s Luncheonette / Grocery Store opens [HH 12/3/1947] 

 (Jose Carballal - Italian-American Grocery Store previously at 25 Railroad [HH 2/28/1940],  

 also ran " only regular taxi service in Hopewell" from same location  [HH 1/30/1946]) 

 1951 - Carballal's Taxi Service ad / Post Office Building [HH 12/12/1951] 

through 1950 - Carballal's Taxi & Luncheonette ad / Post Office Building [HH 12/20/1950] 

1950 - Blaze Threatens Carballal Building - Mr and Mrs Jose Carballal's dwelling, corner of  

 Blackwell avenue and Railroad Place - post office, luncheonette, apartment [HH 1/18/50] 

1951 - Selmar's Luncheonette/ Next to Post Office / Formerly Carballal's [HH 5/31/1951] 

1951 - Selmar's Luncheonette ad / Corner of Railroad Place and Blackwell Avenue [HH 10/24/1951]  

thru 1953 - Selmar's Luncheonette ad / serving Tomato Pies / opp Railroad station [HH 12/2/1953] 

mid 1950s - 1966/68 - Don & Angie Mollica’s ice cream store [photo] 

by 1968 - 1970s - Hopewell Auto Parts [from/to 11-13 Seminary] [photo] 

1970/71 - Clothing store (children's?) [photo] 

 

Rear (26 & 32 Blackwell / Cook Place) 

1949 - 1 - Post office to move Jan 1 - needs special safe [HH 12/1/1948] [was 13 E Broad - now HPL] 

1958 - P.O. moves to 9 S Greenwood [current] 

pizza store? Vincent and Mary Scalfani? [OH] 

by 1959-63+ - Angeline’s Clothing, children’s clothing store run by Angie Mollica [photo] 

by 1966 - first floor converted to apartments [photo] 
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 37-41 Railroad Place, Hopewell - Chocolate Factory (1892) 
 

Rev. 3/27/2021 x - D. Dixon 

 

Currently 37-39-41 Railroad Place 

 1985 Site Survey has 53 Railroad Place 

 

1892 - 1903 - Hopewell Shirt Factory 

 Built by Hopewell Improvement Association 

 D. C. France Manuf. Co., Thomas Vaughn 

 1898 - expand to Clinton, N. J. 

 1903 - idle, leased, then Belle Mead reno. 

 

1903 - 1905 - Belle Mead Sweets 

 From Belle Mead 1904, to Trenton 1905  

 

1906 - c1909 = Fraley Vibrator Co. 

 

1909 - 1930 - Hopewell Chocolate Co. 

 Incorporated 1909, $100,000 capital 

 - all Hopewell officers + Claribel Shattuck GM 

 Made Hopewell Dainties; Bankrupt 1929 

[1914/1917 - 1918 - World War I] 

[1929 - 1939 - Great Depression] 

1931 - General Chocolate and Candy Co. 

[1939/1941 - 1945 - World War II] 

 

1954 - Rockwell Manufacturing Co. 

?? Smith Machinery 

?? organ builders factory 

?? Basement used as shooting range 

?? 1979 - T.R. Royal's warehouse, retail-manuf. 

?? 1980s - home and studio for 3 artists 

?? Converted to apartments and workspace ?? 

1997 - Three Large Separate Units, $695,000 

 
1897 - Shirt Factory [HHH] 

1910 - Hopewell Chocolate Co. / Hw Dainties 

 
Current day with west end addition 

Side: Chocolate Factory / End: "Hopewell 

C[hocolate]" / "Makers [of]" (see 1910 postcard) 

 

 
1893-1903 - Shirt Factory  

- Help Wanted 

 

 
1903-05 - Belle Mead Sweets 

 
1909-30 - Hopewell Dainties 
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Description - 1985 Cultural Resource Survey 

Hopewell Valley Cultural Resource Survey of Hopewell Borough, 1985 

Vaughn Shirt Factory, 53 Railroad Place 

"2 story brick industrial structure built c. 1895 on fieldstone 

foundation with brick laid in 7- course common bond. North 

(side) wall 15 bays wide, basement story has small 3-light 

windows, first and second story windows all 6/6 with stone 

lintels , all windows arch-topped with 2 courses of headers 

forming window heads, star-shaped tie rods at second floor 

level. East (front) gable end 5 bays wide, entries at first and 

second floor levels in N bay, windows 6/6, 1 single light 

window in attic story. West wall has 5 bays, all 6/ 6 windows 

and a single light window in the attic story, painted sign bearing legend "Hopewell Chocolate Co." 

partially visible between first and second floor windows. Gable roof with fine decorative stepped-brick 

cornice. Small 1 story concrete block addition attached to west wall, c. 1920. " 

 

"This fine late 19th century industrial building was originally constructed to serve as a shirt factory 

owned by Thomas Vaughn. By 1927 it was in use as a candy factory under the ownership of the 

Hopewell Chocolate Co. This structure is important as one of the borough's few surviving 19th century 

industrial 'properties; it is presently in use as apartment and workshop space. " 

  

Chronology - 37 - 41 [53] Railroad Place  

Hopewell 1892 - Canning & Shirt Factories - Hopewell Improvement Association 

"The existence of the railroad continued to spark new business as well as changes in agricultural 

business. A private water company was in service by February 1892, and the Hopewell Canning 

Company was formed in March that year, in a building previously built for the purpose.   

 

The Hopewell Improvement Association was created in 

June, 1892, with $4,000 in capital. Its first task was the 

construction of a shirt factory. A brick building 100’ x 

36’ was built, now known as the Hopewell Dainties 

building, to be filled by 100 sewing machines operated 

by 100 girls. Water was run down Model Avenue to 

serve both buildings from the well at the saw mill." 

[David Blackwell, Hopewell: 270 Years of History, Hopewell Borough 125th Anniversary Program, 2016] 

 

1881/82 - Hopewell Improvement Association organized [HH] 

1892 - Hopewell Improvement Association hires William F. Drake to build shirt factory, $4,418 [TET] 

1917- Hopewell Improvement Association in receivership, chocolate factory mortgage $5,000 [TET] 
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Hopewell Shirt Factory - 1892 - 1903 

Built 1892, split to Clinton, NJ location 1898, idle & leased 1903. Replaced by Belle Mead Sweets 1903. 

 

1892 - Hopewell Improvement Association hires William F. Drake to build shirt factory, $4418 

1892 - Built - Hopewell Shirt Factory, 100 sewing machines - owned by Hopewell Improvement Assoc. 

 Operated by D. C. France Manufacturing Company, Thomas Vaughn, Superintendent [HH] 

1897 - Shirt Factory "celebrated Dorbess shirt and night robe" [HHH] 

1898 - Shirt Factory scarcity of help - also manufacturing in Clinton, N. J. [HH] 

1900 - Improvements to Hopewell shirt factory [TET] 

1902 - Shirt Factory [Sanborn] 

1903 - Shirt Factory idle last few months - leased by Frank C. Speck, hiring [HH, TET] 

 

 
1897 Shirt Factory [HHH] 

 

 
1892 - Shirt factory started up -  

hands needed [HH] 

 
1893 Shirt Factory Help Wanted [HH] 

100 girls - Experienced Operators $6-$9 per week 

 
1902 - Thomas Vaughn Shirt Fac. [Sanborn] 

 

- Basement: boiler for heating, steam engine drives machinery, dynamo for electricity, coal bins.  

- First floor: office, 90 foot long cutting table, also for boxing and shipping.  

- Second floor: 100 sewing machines. [HH 1892] 

 

- "The factory proper is a brick structure, 40x100 feet. From fifty to seventy-five hands are employed and 

about $25,000 are paid out annually in wages. Mr. Vaughn is the manufacturer of the celebrated 

Dorbess shirt and night robe. It is owing greatly to Mr. Vaughn’s business ability that the factory was run 

steady during the recent panic." [1897 - Healthy Historic Hopewell] 

 

[177]



Hopewell History Property Brief  ≡ 37 Railroad Place / Chocolate Factory ≡ 

 

Hopewell Valley History Project 4 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

Belle Mead Sweets - 1903 - 1905 

 Founded 1902 Belle Mead, to Hopewell 1904, to Trenton 1905, closed 1934. 

 

1902 - Founded - Reading Blvd., Belle Meed - John Guild Muirhead 

1903 - Shirt Factory renovated for Belle Mead Sweets, from Belle Mead [HH, pc] 

1904 - Belle Mead Sweets moved to Hopewell [TET, Van Harlingen Historian] 

1905 - Belle Mead Sweets to Trenton [TET, VHH] 

1934 - Belle Mead Sweets pleads guilty, "Misbranding of candy" in federal Food & Drugs case. Fine $25. 

1934 - Belle Mead Sweets of Trenton closed [VHH] 

 

190x - Home of the Famous Belle Mead Sweets 

[pc] 

   
1902 - Belle Mead Sweets for sale  

in Geo. Pearson's Drug Store, Hopewell [HH] 

 
1905 - Belle Mead Sweets -  

Move to Hopewell [TET] 

 
1905 - Belle Mead Sweets - Help wanted  

- 50 girls - in a candy kitchen [HH] 

 
1919 Belle Mead Sweets (Trenton) [NY Tribune] 

 

 

 

"Flavors of fruits so rich, so ripe, so luscious, 

created in Nature's happiest mood, have always 

been the criterion for the taste of Belle Mead 

Sweets. That is why we call them Nature's 

Sunniest "smiles." ... 

 

Each dainty piece is made in the Belle Mead 

different way in the sweetest, cleanest, sunniest 

candy factory in America, where even the air is 

washed." 
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Electric Thermo Vibra Co. / Fraley Vibrator Co. - 1906 - c1909 

1904 - Patent application - Massage Apparatus - George B Fraley / ELECTRIC THERMO-VIBRA Co 

1906 - U. S. Patent 818,618 issued - Percussion or vibration massage 

- Vibrating unit strapped to hand - "the movements used in massage treatment are conveniently 

obtained from a source of power other than that of the muscular strength of the operator and 

effectually administered to the patient" 

1906 - Belle Mead Sweets building rented to Electric Thermo-Vibra Company of Philadelphia [TET] 

 - one year lease option to buy - George B. Fraley President  

 - "new line of electrical massage instruments and automobile motors" 

1909 - Hopewell Chocolate Co to use building lately occupied by the Fraley Vibrator Co. [HH] 

 

1906 - First newspapers referencing Fraley Vibrator Company, hand model $90 

1907 - Electric Thermo Vibra Institute of Philadelphia - N. J. corp. charter void for nonpayment of taxes 

1909 - Electric Thermo-Vibra Co. - N. J. corp. charter void for nonpayment of taxes for three years 

1908 - Fraley Vibrator Company showed a hand and belt vibrator  

 at Annual Electrical Show at Madison Square Garden Oct. 1908 [Electrical World] 

1909 - Fraley Electrical Vibrator Company leases former residence of William Randolph Hearst  

 at Lexington and 28th in NY City [NY Times] 

1920 - Used Fraley Vibrator for sale, $30 

 

- "Harry L. Cox, the tonsorial artist [on Seminary], has added to his already well-equipped and up-to-date 

shop the Fraley Vibrator for special face and scalp massage. This particular method of vibratory massage 

removes pimples, blackheads and dandruff and at the same time provides an active exhilaration and 

causes a pleasant warm glow to pervade the whole system, equalizing and increasing the circulation and 

nerve action in all parts of the body, imparting hereby a feeling of freedom and buoyancy, which has 

only to be tried to be appreciated. Vibratory movements obtained in any other manner other than by 

the human hand are obtained through unnatural and unsanitary mediums." [1907 HH] 

 

1904 - U. S. Patent 818,618 - Massage Apparatus - George B Fraley / Electric Thermo-Vibra Co 
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Hopewell Chocolate Co / Hopewell Dainties - 1909 - 1930 

Incorporated 1909 - Start 1/1910 - Capitalization $100,000 - "The officers are all 

prominent men of Hopewell" - Pres. J Mason Ege Freeholder & hardware, VP 

George E. Pearson manuf. chemist, Secty Edward M. Haynes head bookkeeper N. J. 

State Village Epileptics, Fred M. Leigh, station agent Phila. & Reading RR.  

Directors also George F. Pierson Mayor, John N. Race cashier Hopewell Bank. [TET] 

 

- 1909 - Miss Claribel Shattuck named general manager - 16 years in candy making, 

 factory superintendent of Belle Mead Sweets of Trenton 4 years [TET] 

- 1911 - Miss Shattuck resigns, become president of new candy firm in Newark 

 

1909 - Hopewell Chocolate Co Incorporated - make high grade bon bons and chocolate [HH]  

1910 - Hopewell Dainties sign painted on building; add external cooling (refrigerator) [HH] 

191x - Building signs - Hopewell Chocolate Co. / Makers of Hopewell Dainties [pc] 

[1914/1917 - 1918 - World War I] 

1913 - Chocolate Co. reorganized - Alfred N. Nelson obtains control, replaces Alfred Young 

1914 - Chocolate Co. bankruptcy, reorganized, reincorporated Alfred N. Nelson [TET] 

1917- Owner Hopewell Improvement Association in receivership, chocolate factory mortgage $5,000 

1922 - New addition for Chocolate Co. offices [HH] 

c1920 - 1 story concrete block addition attached to west wall [SS, Sanborn 1927] 

1923 - Herman Veidt, president of Hopewell Chocolate Company,  

 buys 79 West Broad (Presbyterian Chapel) for personal home [Gantz] [HH] 

1926 - Chocolate Co purchased its building and land [HH] 

[1929 - 1939 - Great Depression] 

1928/29 - Chocolate Co. bankruptcy [TET]  

 Assets $33,000, liabilities $28,000, Hopewell National Bank claim $15,500 

1930 - Public Auction of factory of Hopewell Chocolate Co - contents and 2 tracts land [HH, TET] 

[1939/1941 - 1945 - World War II] 

 

 
1910 - End: Hopewell Chocolate Co. / Makers of 

Hopewell Dainties; Side: Bon Bons / Chocolates / 

Hopewell Dainties [pc] 

 
1910 - Hopewell Dainties ad [HH] 

 
1914 - Hopewell Chocolate Company  

(re-)Incorporated [TET] 
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1912 - Hopewell Chocolate Co. [Sanborn] 

 
1932 - Aerial - from SE - with west end additions 

Building 40x100 ft,  

adjoining vacant lot 56x199 ft [HH] 

 

General Chocolate and Candy Company - 1931 - ?? 

 Mention in 1931, then nothing? 

 

1931 - General Chocolate and Candy Company take over, start soon; installing new machinery [HH] 

 

 
1931 - General Chocolate & Candy [HH] 

 
1931 - General Chocolate - Help wanted -  

chocolate coaters and bon-bon dippers [TET] 
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"Chocolate Factory" Building - from 1930s 

Rockwell Manufacturing Company - 1954 (?) 

1954 - Chocolate Co building now occupied by Rockwell Manufacturing Company [HH]  - (in addition to 

plant on Hamilton)?? 

 

?? Smith Machinery [Gantz] 

?? organ builders factory [Gantz] 

 

?? 1979 - T.R. Royal's warehouse with retail-manufacturing units [Gantz] 

?? 1980s - home and studio for 3 artists [Gantz] 

?? Converted to apartments and workspace ?? 

 

 
Current day, with west end addition 

 

1997 - The Chocolate Factory / Three Large Separate Units / Soho in the Country 

 Town Topics (Princeton), Apr. 09, 1997 

Coldwell Banker is proud to offer The Chocolate Factory / Soho in the Country  

 

"Built circa 1880, The Chocolate Factory has housed the Dorbess Shirt and Night Robes. Hopewell 

Dainties Chocolates, Organ Makers, Sculptors and Artists. This marvelous brick building has been 

converted to three large separate units, each with its own spacious studio and separate utilities. The 

Chocolate Factory has approximately 8000 versatile square feet or living/work space; the basement 

contains about 3600 square feet. All three units boast interior brick walls and random wood flooring. 

Two of the units have gracious cathedral ceilings. With a total of 72 windows, each of the units offers 

abundant light. The building has public water and sewer.  

 

"A delight to one's eyes and imagination, this is a rare opportunity to purchase the historic Chocolate 

Factory of Hopewell Borough. Presently residential, but zoned for profession or light industry.  

Very special! Offered at $695,00" 

 

References 

[TET] - Trenton Evening Times newspaper 

[HH] - Hopewell Herald newspaper 

* [HHH] - Healthful Historic Hopewell (1897), Normer Gray 

* [Gantz] - Hopewell’s Past (1987), Betty Gantz 

* [Sanborn] - Sanborn Fire Maps of Hopewell Borough (1902, 1912, 1927) 

[VHH] - Van Harlingen Historian newsletter 

* [pc] - Postcards - * = see Hopewell Valley History Project, HopewellHistoryProject.org 
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 43 Railroad Place, Hopewell - J. B. Hill & Sons (c1875) 
 

Rev 5/2/2021 x - D. Dixon 

 

J. B. Hill and Sons was a Hopewell fixture for over a century, at the corner of Railroad Place and Hamilton 

Avenue. The company had its origins as a coal business back to 1890, then added grain & feed, lumber, 

building supplies, fuel oil, and finally general hardware and paints before closing in 2006. As further 

demonstration of its longevity, J. B. Hill was listed in the 1910 Bell phone directory simply as phone 

number "5", and retained that number until it closed, albeit expanded to "Hopewell 5", then  "HO6-

0005", and finally 609-466-0005. 

 

 

 

~56 Railroad Place (near Tomato Factory site) 

-- David Lafayette Blackwell (1832 - 1936) 

1875 - Railroad siding to coal trestle 

1890 - "D. L. Blackwell, Hay, Feed & Coal" 

1902 - "Hay Press, horse power" (burned) 

1912 - "[J. B. Hill] Grain & Feed" 

1977 - Destroyed by arson 

 

 

43 Railroad Place (corner of Hamilton) 

-- Joseph Bloomfield Hill  (1861 - 1945) 

c1890 - "Blackwell & Hill" 

1904 - "Joseph B. Hill" / "J. B. Hill" 

 

c1920 - "J. B. Hill & Son" 

-- Hervey Stout Hill (1893 - 1964) 

-- Edward Updike Hill (1904 - 1985) 

 

c1940 - "J. B. Hill & Sons" 

-- Joseph Bloomfield Hill II (1927 - 2009) 

-- Arthur Matchett Wright (1921 - 1984) 

 

1970 - Oil business sold to Valley Oil 

c1970 - Converted to hardware store 

 

2005 - Hardware store closed 

2006 - Property sold to Morehouse Engineering 

 
[Hw 1910 - photo HHH 1897] 

 

 
[Sanborn 1927] 

 

 
[2020] 
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J. B. Hill Buildings 

The original J. B. Hill buildings are shown in the 1897 photo and the 1902 and 1912 maps as two long 

lumber sheds approximately parallel to Railroad Place. The front lumber storage shed (closest to the 

street) was two stories, with a one-story Feed addition on the front. The rear shed was one story, with a 

small storage building behind the west end. The front shed also had a connected one-story Office 

building on the west end (right side from Railroad place). A ground-level scale (which still exists) was in 

front of the office. The photo shows the office from the west side (with the street running down the 

left), looking between the two sheds. 

 

 
"J. B. Hill" [HHH 1897 / 1909 Hw] 

Office at west end of building (street to left) 

 
Lumber Yard [Sanborn 1902] 

(Railroad Place on left side) 

 

In 1918, Joseph B. Hill made "extensive improvements" to the property, building a new office and new 

sheds. The two new sheds were wider (with overhangs), one story, and were built at a slight angle to 

each other. The new office was two stories, at a slight diagonal to the scales. And there was a new thin 

one-story storage building that ran along the south and east sides of the property. These are shown in 

the 1927 Sanborn map and 1932 aerial. 

 

 
[1932 Aerial] (north to top) 

 
Expanded Site [Sanborn 1927] 

 

This closely matches the current layout of the buildings. 

 

 
View from west [2020] 

 
Current aerial [Google] 
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1875 - David L. Blackwell - Coal 

The story of J. B. Hill's begins with David Lafayette Blackwell (1832 - 1936), who started the coal business 

that then partnered with Joseph Bloomfield Hill and expanded into feed & grain, lumber, and more. 

 

D. L. Blackwell lived to age 104, while continuing to attend the Old School Baptist Church: 

"At this ripe old age [95] Mr. Blackwell appears to be hale and hearty and is still able to do light chores 

about the house, included in which is the mowing of a large lawn each week. It is a familiar sight to see 

him at the post office each morning in all kinds of weather for the first mail." [HH 7/27/1927] 

 

  [TET 7/28/1936] 

 

D. L. Blackwell was the son of Stephen Blackwell, who had a family home and store on East Broad Street  

across from Princeton Ave. (now 38 - 44 East Broad). The 1875 map shows a path (now Hamilton Ave.) 

from the store back to the railroad tracks and a "Coal Yard." 

 

 

 

1875 - "Coal Yard" 

"S. Blackwell" store on Main St. (now Broad) 

at Union St. (now Princeton), 

with path back to "Coal Yard" (now Hamilton) 

[Everts & Stewart 1875] 

 

The 1887 map shows a siding running diagonally past the railroad freight house to a building and a 

raised trestle in this area. 

 

 

1887 - Trestle 

Train Station and freight 

house, plus building on 

siding with trestle behind 

[Fowler 1887] 
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In 1883, after his marriage, Blackwell "conducted the grain and feed business now owned by son-in-law, 

J. B. Hill." [HH 7/29/1917]. The 1890 map identifies the building by the siding as D. L. Blackwell, with hay, 

feed, and coal. 

 

 

 

1890 - "D. L. Blackwell" 

Building on east siding - Hay, Feed, & Coal 

"Open Coal Shed" behind 

[Scarlett 1890] 

 

 

 

In the early 20th century, 80 percent of the customers of [the] family’s business were farmers. 

"Horses and wagons used to pull up out front. Back in 1970, we finally removed the chains the 

horses had been tied to." The horse-and-wagon days also were railroad days, and it was by train 

that coal, lumber and oil were delivered to the Hill business on a trestled siding. "Coal cars held 

40 or 80 tons. In the winter, the pockets the coal dropped out of from the underside of the 

railroad cars sometimes would freeze." To start the flow of coal, a 5-gallon bucket of fuel oil 

topped with a burlap sack would be set aflame under the pocket. 

[J. B. Hill II, Central Jersey 2006] 

 

A series of buildings of the approximately same shape and size, and with the same diagonal orientation 

along the railroad siding and before the raised trestle, continued at this location between Railroad Place 

and the train tracks until 1977. 

 

In the 1902 Sanborn map, the building at this location is identified as a Hay Press, run by horse power. 

The hay press reportedly later burned down. 

 

"Farmers brought their hay into us. Powered by the pulling of a horse or donkey, the haypress 

would turn the hay into bales for them." 

[J. B. Hill II, Central Jersey 2006] 

 

In the 1912 Sanborn map, the building is identified as "Grain & Feed," and in the 1927 Sanborn map the 

label is updated to "J. B. Hill & Son / Grain & Feed." 

 

 

Hay Press (2 story) 

[Sanborn 1902] 

 

Grain & Feed (1 story) 

J. B. Hill & Son 

[Sanborn 1927] 

 

The building continues to appear in later aerial images up to 1977, when it was destroyed as part of a 

wave of arson in Hopewell. 
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c1890 - c1904 - Blackwell & Hill 

By 1891, D. L. Blackwell had partnered with Joseph B. Hill, and the business was running ads for a 

combined "Blackwell & Hill" business, selling grain and feed, coal, and livestock. 

 

By 1897, their business was established on the south side of Railroad Place by the corner of Hamilton 

Ave. (43 Railroad Place), with a focus on lumber as "Blackwell, Hill, & Co's Lumber Yard." 

 

 
 

"Blackwell, Hill, & Co's Lumber Yard" 

[HHH 1897] 

 
"Blackwell & Hill- Lumber Yard" 

Hay Press across street  [Sanborn 1902] 

 
Blackwell & Hill, 1891 

[HH 11/11/1891] 

 
"Blackwell & Hill" - Lumber, Coal, Grain & Feed 

[HH 4/10/1901] 

 

 

 

In addition to partnering with D. L. Blackwell and running the J. B. Hill 

business, Joseph Bloomfield Hill (1861 - 1945) also served as the third 

president of the Hopewell Canning Company from 1914 to c1938. He also 

was elected president of the Hopewell Building & Loan Association from 

1919 to 1935, as well as serving as a director for 21 years, without 

compensation. 
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1904 - J. B. Hill 

In 1904, newspaper ads switched from "Blackwell & Hill" to "Joseph B. Hill," and for the 1909 photo the 

business (shown with the same photo) is identified as just "J. B. Hill." 

 

 
"J. B. Hill" 

[1909 Hw] 

 
J. B. Hill Lumber Yard 

[Sanborn 1912] 

 
"Joseph B. Hill" -  Lumber, Coal, Grain & Feed 

[HH 6/29/1904] 

 
"J. B. Hill" -  Buy coal for next winter 

[HH 4/28/1909] 

 
[HH 5/23/1917] 

 

 
Joseph B. Hill 

New sheds, new platform scales 

[HH 5/1/1918] 
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c1920 - J. B. Hill & Son 

The second generation of Hills to run the business were two of the sons of Joseph B. Hill, Hervey Stout 

Hill (1893 - 1964) and Edward Updike Hill (1904 - 1985).  

By 1922 the business was using the name "J. B. Hill & Son," and focusing on the same product line, 

"Coal, Lumber, Grain & Feed" (and more).  

By 1922, the business also began listing its phone number: "Bell Phone 5," which it retained until it 

closed in 2005, albeit expanded to 609-466-0005. (Also listed earlier in the 1910 Bell phone directory.) 

 

 
"J. B. Hill" 

Everything Perishable 

[HH 4/21/1920] 

 
"J. B. Hill & Son" - Coal 

Building Supplies, Feeds, Coal 

[HH 1/11/1922] 

 

 

 
"J. B. Hill & Son" - Lumber 

"Bell Phone 5" 

[HH 5/3/1922] 

 

 
"J. B. Hill & Son" - Expanded Site 

[Sanborn 1927] 

 
"J. B. Hill & Son" 

"Lumber to Build and Coal to Burn" 

[HH 12/3/1930]  

 

 

1932 Aerial - J. B. Hill Property  

- J. B. Hill buildings at bottom left 

      with two main lumber sheds, plus wrap-around 

- Grain & Seed building in top left,  

      with railroad siding to coal trestle  

      before Tomato Factory 
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c1940 - J. B. Hill & Sons 

As shown in the 1902 map through the 1932 aerial, Railroad Place was not a well-defined street, and the 

area up to the train tracks was a flat open space with industrial buildings and cross-crossed with train 

sidings. In 1939, Hopewell was able to rebuild Railroad Place to provide a continuous roadway through 

Somerset Street after Hill provided the Borough with a deed for the right-of-way. 

 

The third generation of Hills to run the business were the son and son-in-law of Hervey Stout Hill, son 

Joseph Bloomfield Hill II (1927 - 2009), and the husband of daughter Janet Hurd Hill, Arthur Matchett 

Wright (1920/21 - 1984). 

 

By 1938, the business was using the name "J. B. Hill & Sons" (plural). 

 

In 1938, the office was remodeled to exhibit hardware and paints, with "a display room added where 

different types of flooring, ceiling, walls and sidewalk are shown. ... showing the customers the 

appearance of materials after they have been installed." 

 

[Joseph B. Hill II] started working in the family business when he was 14, in 1941. "We were an 

oil, coal, lumber and feed business in those days and had been for a long time. It was very hard 

work. I carried a lot of coal into a lot of places all over town and in the surrounding area." 

As a youth, one of Mr. Hill’s jobs was mixing "scratch feed," purchased by farmers and residents 

to feed their chickens. "Scratch feed was a mixture of items. We had large quantities of corn, 

oats and wheat around an open area of floor. I shoveled so much of each onto the floor and 

mixed them together to make scratch feed. Then I put it into 100-pound bags we would sell. It 

was all done by hand. I didn’t like that job very much." 

[J. B. Hill II, Central Jersey 2006] 

 

Feb. 1944  - WW II Shortages 

Quite a lot of soft coal and buckwheat is being burned as the supply continues at low ebb. 

Some local residents are getting so keen-eared that they know exactly when a carload of coal is 

shunted into a siding at J. B. Hill & Sons or Jacob VanDoren's, and then do the telephones get 

busy!  [Ashton 1947] 

 

 
[HH 2/9/1938] 

 
[HH 2/9/1938] 
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1934 - 1970 - Oil Business / Valley Oil 

J. B. Hill expanded from coal into the fuel oil business in 1934.  

 

"Coal was cheap back in the early 1900s. A lot of houses used 4 or 5 tons of coal a year, and coal 

cost about $10 a ton. There was a fellow named Walt Everett who worked for my family’s 

business. I learned that in 1914 he was driving a team of horses and delivering coal. At that time, 

he worked 60 hours a week and made 60 cents an hour. He said it was the best job he ever had, 

far and away. His family lived in a place on Model Avenue he rented for $15 a month. Heating it 

cost him $25 a year. He had four kids, and he put money in the bank!" 

[J. B. Hill II, Central Jersey 2006] 

 

The company had two 20,000 gallon fuel tanks at the corner of the property on Hamilton Ave. One tank 

held fuel oil, and the other was half kerosene and half fuel oil. Trucks loaded the oil near the corner on 

Hamilton Ave.; the retaining wall still stand there next to the fire hydrant. The system was gravity fed - 

The tanks were raised so the bottom of the tanks were above the height of the trucks, so the oil could 

just flow naturally, without requiring pumps. 

 

The tanks were refilled similarly, originally using the same raised railroad trestle across Railroad Place 

that was used to deliver coal. The trestle was the same height as the top of the tanks, and a hose was 

installed running across the street to the oil tanks, so a railroad tank car could roll on to the trestle and 

hook up to the hose, and gravity would refill the tanks. Later oil was delivered by tanker trucks, which 

had built-in pumps. 

 

 
Enter Oil Business  [HH 11/18/1934]  

 

 
Oil Tanks  [1972 Aerial] 

 
Still in Coal business 1954 

[HH 7/22/1954] 
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In 1970, J. B. Hill sold the oil business to Valley Oil, founded by David Bregenzer Sr. and Donald Terhune, 

previously with Nassau Oil. After initially running its business from the J. B. Hill location for a couple 

years, Valley Oil moved to its present location at the end of Somerset Street, starting in a mobile home 

before constructing the present building and moving the tanks by the mid 1970s. The 1972 Aerial still 

shows the oil tanks on the east end of the J. B. Hill property, next to Hamilton Ave. 

 

By the early 1960s, we only had three or four coal customers left. The oil business was a good 

one, and we were in it for a long time — from 1934 to 1970. But when you get into the oil 

business, you find yourself in a service industry." 

[J. B. Hill II, Central Jersey 2006] 

 

c1970 - 2005 - Hardware Store 

J. B. Hill and Sons was converted into a retail hardware store around 1970. 

 

 
1972 Aerial - Railroad Place to Hamilton Ave. 

- J. B. Hill buildings left of center - with oil tanks at corner of Hamilton 

- FCA on right across street 

- Grain & Seed right of center (obscured by trees)  

 

 
J. B. Hill and Sons - Sentry Hardware 

[Jones 2003] 
 

Former J. B. Hill and Sons - Sentry Hardware 

[C. S. Morehouse, 2006] 
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2006 - Property Sold 

 

In 2005, the J. B. Hill and Sons hardware store 

closed for business. 

 

In 2006, Joseph B. Hill II sold the property to 

Morehouse Engineering, which has renovated 

the offices and the property. 
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 52 / 56 Railroad Place, Hopewell - Grain & Feed / FCA (c 1875) 
Railroad Place Industrial District - with Railroad Sidings 

 

Rev. 5/2/2021 x - D. Dixon 

 

The north side of Railroad Place, between the street and the train tracks, originally was a large open 

area with two diagonal railroad sidings to serve the local businesses. The eastward siding ran from 

behind the Freight Shed to a coal trestle in front of the Tomato Factory, and the westward siding ran to 

near the front of the train station. 

 

This area has seen multiple buildings including a Hay Press, a Grain & Feed building, and a Farmers' Co-

op Association store - with buildings destroyed by fires and arson, and then rebuilt in place. 

 

52 Railroad Place  (next to Freight House) - FCA 

 

Farmers Co-op Assoc / FCA (c1930) 

      52 Railroad Pl. (next to Freight House) 

- c1930 - Large one story storage building built 

- 1948 - Hopewell FCA store opens, GLF products 

   - 1950s - FCA in Trenton, Hightstown, Hopewell 

   - c1970 - Hopewell store closes 

- 1973 - Creative Classics, Richard Morrison 

   - 1991 - Creative Classics destroyed by arson 

   - 1997 - Rebuilt? 

- 2003 - Decorator's Consignment Gallery  

    - Beverly & Jason Kidder 

- 2018 - Dance Exposure II, Cynthia Sabovick 

1955 Hopewell Train Station 

Freight House, F. C. A. 

 
 

 

56 Railroad Place  (next to Tomato Factory) - Grain & Feed / Firedance Studio 

 

Grain & Feed Site (c1875 - 1977)  

      56 Railroad Pl., gone 

- c1875 - Original site Blackwell & Hill 

- By 1890 - D. L. Blackwell - Hay, Coal 

- 1890s - Hay Press, then burned 

- By 1902 - Grain & Feed 

    - By 1927 - J B. Hill Grain & Feed 

    - 1977 - Destroyed by arson 

 

Firedance Studio (2007) 

      56 Railroad Pl. (near Tomato Factory) 

- 2007 - Built Firedance Studio 

   - François Guillemin, known as le Corbeau 

 

 

 

1890s Hopewell Train Station   

Freight House, Hay Press, Tomato Factory 
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North Railroad Place - The Buildings 

The north side of Railroad Place next to the train tracks 

extends east from the Hopewell train station's Freight 

House (Freight Shed) to the Tomato Factory / Canning 

Company building at Hamilton Avenue.  

 

The Hopewell train station was built in 1876. The 

Blackwell and J. B. Hill business across the street started 

in 1870, and both the Tomato and Chocolate Factories 

were built in 1892.  

 

This area currently has two buildings, Dance Exposure II 

(formerly the Consignment Gallery) and Firedance 

Studio. 

 

52 Railroad Place (FCA): The current Dance Exposure II 

building (next to the Freight House), was previously the 

Decorator's Consignment Gallery from 2003 to 2018.  

Earlier, the Farmers Co-op Association (FCA) was here 

from 1948 to c1970, and Creative Classics from 1973. 

The building was destroyed by fire in 1991 and then 

rebuilt in place. 

 

56 Railroad Place (Firedance): The current Firedance 

Studio building (near the Tomato Factory) was built in 

2007. 

 

Hay Press / Grain & Feed: The original site of the 

Blackwell and then J. B. Hill business was to the east of 

the former FCA / Consignment Gallery building, on the 

Firedance property. By 1890, a two-story Hay Press 

building stood here. By 1912, this was replaced by a 

one-story Feed & Grain building, which was destroyed 

by arson in 1977. 
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North Railroad Place - The Sidings 

The north side of Railroad Place had two sidings that ran diagonally across from the main tracks by the 

FCA building, both visible behind the Freight House in this 1955 photo. 

 
 

 

These two sidings also explain the diagonal orientation of the buildings 

relative to Railroad Place.  

 

The eastward siding ran diagonally from behind the Freight House, 

past the Grain & Feed, to an elevated coal trestle near the front of the 

Tomato Factory, which was used to deliver coal to the Blackwell and 

Hill storage area by the Tomato Factory. 

 

The end support of this trestle still stands as a display area for 

Firedance Studio. 

 

 
 

The westward siding ran diagonally from east of the station, between 

the Freight House and the later FCA building, to the train station 

driveway.  

What may be the bumper from  

the end of the siding sits by the 

light pole along the side of the 

driveway. 
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1870s - 1890s - Blackwell Coal Site 

In 1875, two train lines ran through Hopewell - the original Mercer & Somerset (M&S), which basically 

ran down Model Ave., and the new Delaware and Bound Brook (D&BB), which built the Hopewell station 

at Greenwood and Railroad Place in 1876, after winning the "Frog War." 

By 1887 the M&S track was gone, and a siding ran east to serve a building, shown as "Blackwell" in 1890. 

This was the beginning of the business that became the Blackwell & Hill lumberyard across the street in 

the 1890s, and then later became J. B. Hill & Sons [SS].  

 

 
 

1875 - Two Tracks 

"S. Blackwell" store 

on Main St. (now Broad) 

at Union St. (now Princeton), 

with path back to "Coal Yard" 

(now Hamilton) 

 

[Everts & Stewart 1875] 

 

1887 - M&S Gone 

Train Station, freight house, 

plus building on siding 

with trestle behind 

[Fowler 1887] 

 

1890 - "D. L. Blackwell" 

Building on east siding - "Hay, Seed, Coal" ... 

"Open Coal House" behind 

[Scarlett 1890] 

 

 

Blackwell & Hill, 1891 

[HH 11/11/1891] 
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1890s - Hay Press / Grain & Feed Site 

Photos of the train station from the 1890s show several buildings diagonally back along the eastward 

siding past the Freight House, past a Hay Press, and to the Canning Factory in the distance.  

The 1900s Sanborn Fire Maps then show a consistent layout of buildings, with a Hay Press building in 

1902 (reportedly burned), replaced by a Grain & Feed building in 1912 and 1927.  

The 1932 aerial also shows these structures along the tracks. 

 

1890s Hopewell Train Station 

Freight House, Hay Press, Tomato Factory   

[HVHS Calendar 1987] 

 

c1897 Hopewell Train Station  

Freight House, Hay Press, Tomato Factory  

[HHH 1897]

  
Hay Press (2 story) 

[Sanborn 1902] 

 

J. B. Hill - Grain & Feed (1 story) 

[Sanborn 1927] 

 
1932 Aerial (looking north) - Grain & Feed along railroad siding towards Tomato Factory 
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1948 - c1970 - FCA Building 

The 1984 Site Survey reports that the large warehouse-style building 

at 52 Railroad Place (next to the Freight House) was built c.1930. 

The building sits on a diagonal to the street, but parallel to the 

westward siding that runs along its north side. 

  

In 1948, the Herald reported the completion of a new farm store, 

the Hopewell store of the Farmers' Cooperative Association (F.C.A.). 

The FCA was a local farmers co-op that operated from 1915 to 1978, 

with stores in Trenton, New Brunswick, Hightstown, and Hopewell.  

 

The new store was reported to be 80 feet long by 40 feet wide (the 

current building is approximately 125 by 70 feet), and had "mixing 

and grinding equipment for handling local grains." The Hopewell 

store closed c. 1970. 

 

The FCA stores sold products from the Grange League Federation 

(G. L. F.), a larger regional co-op, so some residents associate the 

Hopewell store with the GLF name. 

 

[HH 1/21/1948] 

 

1955 - Freight House and FCA building behind 

[1955] 

 

1960 - Hopewell FCA from Lafayette Street 

[family photo] 

 
1964 Aerial (looking east) 

FCA building and Grain & Feed [MercerTri]  

 

1972 Aerial (looking east) 

FCA building and Grain & Feed 
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1970s - 2100s - Creative Classics / Consignment / Dance 

The FCA closed in Hopewell c. 1970. The use of the building after that is unknown. 

 

1973 - Creative Classics  
In 1973, Richard and Helen Morrison founded Creative Classics, which 

used the former FCA building to manufacture hobby craft products 

including the PicturePoint "Tuck N' Cut" craft kits for yarn tapestry  

by the numbers.  

 

John "Richie" Morrison (1924 - 2020) 

was a commercial artist who opened 

his own studio in Manhattan in 1950.  

In 1962 he invented "Touch ‘n Tuck" 

no-sewing needlepoint kits. 

 

[U.S. Patent, 1963] 

 

 

The building was destroyed by fire in 

1991, part of a rash of arson in the 

Hopewell area that also damaged the 

Tomato Factory and the Van Doren  

lumberyard. 

 

[TET 1/24/1991] 

 

 

The building was later rebuilt in place by the Morrisons with a very similar design.  

 

 
 

2003 - Decorator's Consignment Gallery 

In 2003, Beverly & Jason Kidder purchased the building from the Morrisons for the Decorator's 

Consignment Gallery, which sold antiques and home furnishings with pricing that automatically lowered 

over time. 

 

2018 - Dance Exposure II 
In 2018, Cynthia Sabovick purchased the building from the Kidders and moved her Dance Exposure II 

business to Hopewell. It provides dance training for children of all ages and levels. 
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Farmers Co-op. Assoc. (FCA) / Grange League Federation (GLF) 
Background on these two organizations. 

 

Farmers' Cooperative Association (F. C. A.) 
The Farmers' Cooperative Association was founded in Trenton in 1915 by 

34 Mercer County farmers. Its headquarters and largest store was at 500 

West Ingham Avenue in Trenton. It also had stores in New Brunswick, 

Hightstown, and Hopewell. In 1925, the F. C. A. became the G. L. F.'s first 

franchised dealer in New Jersey. The Hopewell F. C. A. store at 56 

Railroad Place opened in 1948, and closed c. 1970. 

 

During the 1950s and 1960s the newspapers contained numerous ads for 

products available at the then three F. C. A. stores (Trenton, Hightstown, 

and Hopewell), as well as reports of annual meetings for the individual F. 

C. A. stores. The F. C. A. stores advertised a wide variety of G. L. F. 

products, including feed, seeds, fertilizers, egg washers, and electric 

fence controllers for pastures. 

 

A 1965 newspaper article reported that the F. C. A. was owned by 1000 

farmers, but that the number of farms and acres peaked around 1950 

with the development of farmland in New Jersey, so the company was 

adding lawn and garden supplies to its stores. 

 

A 1978 newspaper article reported that the F. C. A.  was merging with Agway. 

It then had some 500 members, down from a peak of 3000 c 1968, and had 

stores in Trenton, New Brunswick and Hightstown. 

 

Grange League Federation (G. L. F.) / Agway 

The Cooperative Grange League Federation Exchange (Cooperative G. L. F. 

Exchange, or G. L. F.) was formed in 1920.  

 

In 1948, the G. L. F. dedicated a building Route 206 near Somerville to 

manage its retail operations in New Jersey, northeast Pennsylvania, 

southeast New York, and Long Island. It reported 184 G. L. F. stores in this 

area, with 139 independently owned franchises. 

  

Agway then was formed in 1964 by a merger between G. L. F. and Eastern 

States Farmers’ Exchange (founded 1918). The Pennsylvania Farm Bureau 

Cooperative Association joined a year later. The primary purpose of 

Agway was to provide quality farm production supplies for farmer-

members at reasonable cost, and to provide reliable markets for certain 

farm products.   

 

In 1999, Agway sold or closed all its retail outlets and sold their 

warehouse system to Southern States Cooperative. On October 1, 2002 

Agway filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy. The Agway brand name is 

currently owned by Southern States Cooperative. 

HH 11/24/1984 

TET 5/5/1968 
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56 Railroad Place - Firedance Studio 

The current Firedance Studio building at 56 Railroad Place (near the Tomato Factory) was built in 2007. 

Firedance creates custom artistic and ornamental metalwork. It is operated by artist François Guillemin, 

known as le Corbeau, who moved his operation from Princeton to Hopewell. 

 

 
 

The structure to the right of the Firedance driveway is used to display the studio's creations.  

This is the remains of the end support of the raised coal trestle that was used by J. B. Hill to dump coal 

from railroad cars into storage bins, from which it could be loaded into trucks for local deliveries.  

This was the end point of the eastward siding that ran diagonally from behind the Freight House, past 

the Grain & Feed, to near the front of the Tomato Factory. 

 

References 

Information extracted and summarized from sources including books, reports, maps, newspapers, and 

photos. Many of the original materials (books, reports, maps, photos) are shared on the Hopewell Valley 

History Project site (HopewellHistoryProject.org). 

 

Books 

[HAHG] - Hopewell: A Historical Geography, Richard Hunter and Richard Porter (1990) 

[HHH 1897] - Healthful Historic Hopewell (1897), Normer Gray 

[[HVHS Calendar 1987] - Hopewell Valley Historical Society Calendar 

Reports 

[SS / Site Survey 1985] - 1985 Cultural Resource Survey, Hopewell Borough 

Maps 

[Everts & Stewart 1875] - Map of Hopewell Borough, Everts & Stewart (1875) 

[Fowler 1887] - Hopewell, New Jersey, T.M. Fowler (1887) 

[Scarlett 1890] - Scarlett & Scarlett Fire Map of Hopewell Borough (1890)  

[Sanborn 19xx] - Sanborn Fire Maps of Hopewell Borough (1902, 1912, 1927) 

Newspapers 

[HH] - Hopewell Herald newspaper (ends 1955, has multiple gaps) 

[TET] - Trenton Evening Times newspaper 

[203]



Hopewell History Street Brief  ≡ Somerset Street ≡ 

 

Hopewell Valley History Project 1 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

 Somerset Street - Brickyard / Rockwell / Valley Oil (1890) 
 

Rev. 1/4/2022 - D. Dixon 

 

Somerset Street is the extension of Railroad Place in Hopewell Borough, east from Hamilton Avenue to 

the Hopewell Township line. After the removal of the Mercer & Somerset railroad tracks c1880, the area 

was used as a brickyard in the 1890s, and then developed as an industrial district on the north side, with 

residential lots on the south side. But starting in the 1990s, the analysis of significant contamination of 

the area lead to major remediation efforts, including removing tons of topsoil and demolishing and 

removing the residences, so now the street is almost empty from Rockwell to Valley Oil. As a result, 

there are no longer any traces of buildings or even soil from the earlier occupants of the street. 

 

Somerset Street Area 

 - Mercer & Somerset railroad tracks (1870s) 

 - Hopewell Brickyards (1890s) - Fay, Prince, and Cahill 

 - Hopewell Factory & Inducement Company (1900 - 1940s) - "Somerset Street" 

 - H. A. Smith / Rockwell / Kooltronic (1900 - 1999) 

 - Hopewell Borough Dump (1940s) 

 - Valley Oil (1970s) - Purchased north side from Rockwell, east of stream 

 - Site Contamination (1990s) - Sampling, soil removal, residences demolished 

 

[1927 Sanborn Fire Map] 

 

 

East Side of Beden Brook (to Hopewell Township line) 

 

North side / Manufacturing 

- E. B. Coy - Wood Working (1910s - 1920s) - by stream 

- Rockwell Skating Pond (<1950 - 1970s) - by stream 

- Smith Novelty Co. machine shop (c1900) - to east 

- Hopewell Bobbin and Spool Company (1903-04) 

    - Mercer Factory Assoc. 

- Valley Oil (1970s) - east end 

 

South Side / Residential 

- Whitehead Ice Cream Factory (1914 - 1920s) - by stream 

- 10+ building lots (now razed) 

 

 

West Side of Beden Brook (Hamilton / Railroad Place) 

 

North side (now parking lot) 

- Smith Novelty Co. factory (c1903) 

- Shed (c1900) - Rockwell Engine Co. Fire house (1954 - 1968) 

 

South Side (Rockwell complex) 

- H. A. Smith Manufacturing (1927), Rockwell (1945) 

- Kooltronic (1975 - 1999) 
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Somerset Street 

Somerset Street is the eastern extension of Railroad Place, from Hamilton Avenue to the Hopewell 

Township line, with the King's Path development beyond.  

 

The entrance to Somerset Street is bracketed by the Tomato Factory building on the north side at the 

end of Hamilton Ave. (next to the railroad tracks), and the Smith / Rockwell / Kooltronic facility on the 

south side, filling the block to Lafayette Street. The whole area on both sides is over 9 acres (the north 

side of Somerset, east of the stream, is just over 5 acres).  

 

 
Somerset Street and Beden[s] Brook - Hopewell Borough Fire Insurance Rating Map (1949) 

• Green is protected fire zone, dots are fire hydrants 

• Dashed line on right is Hopewell Township border 

 

The development of Somerset Street then can be thought of in quadrants, divided north/south by the 

road and east/west by the tributary of the Beden Brook just past the Rockwell complex. 

- The west end, next to the Tomato Factory - extends just one block east to the stream 

 - The south side has the Rockwell complex  

 - The north side has a small building that is now twine and the Rockwell parking lot,  

  that was previously the location of other Smith / Rockwell buildings. 

- The east end - extending down to the Township line  

 - The south side had residential buildings, which are now gone 

 - The north side (by the tracks) had a variety of short-lived industrial buildings, 

  and now has Valley Oil at the end 

 

The Somerset Street area was first known as a brickyard in the 1890s, until it was bought in 1900 by the 

Hopewell Factory & Inducement Company, a local stock company formed to develop the area by 

offering free factory sites on the north side (next to the railroad tracks), and building lots for the 

company investors on the south side. There are brief newspaper records of a number of companies that 

then planned or built facilities along Somerset Street, but only H. A. Smith Co. lasted for an extended 

period, operating out of three buildings, the last of which evolved into the large Rockwell complex. 

 

The Somerset Street itself was opened up c. 1900, and was named for the former Mercer and Somerset 

Railroad that had run along the path of the street.  

 

With the support of Rockwell, Somerset Street also was the home of a public skating pond and a town 

dump, but eventually evolved into primarily a residential street along the south side beyond Rockwell, 

with little activity on the north side. 
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In 1970, Valley Oil was formed and then built its office at the northeast end of the street. Then starting 

in the 1990s, the analysis of significant contamination of the area lead to major remediation efforts, 

including removing tons of topsoil and demolishing and removing the residences, so now the street is 

almost empty from Rockwell to Valley Oil. 

 

Railroads (1870s) 

During the 1870s Hopewell Borough saw the arrival of two competing railroad lines, running parallel 

tracks through the town in the undeveloped area north of Broad Street. The first line was the Mercer 

and Somerset Railroad (M&S), which was formally opened in February 1874. The M&S tracks in 

Hopewell ran south of the current tracks, essentially following the current Model Avenue to Railroad 

Place to Somerset Street.  

 

The second line was the Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad (D&BB), which opened for service in May 

1876, after prevailing against the M&S in the "Frog War" that January. The M&S was not successful, and 

service was discontinued in 1880, and the tracks were soon removed. 

 

 
Hopewell Borough - Mercer Atlas, Everts & Stewart (1875) 

• Two railroad lines, and the beginnings of the path of Model Ave. 

 

With the construction of the Hopewell train station in 1876, and the removal of the M&S tracks, the 

area along what is now Railroad Place near the station was opened up for industrial development, with 

multiple sidings to deliver and ship products, and the construction of a Hay Press (c1989), J. B. Hill 

lumber / supplies (c1890), the Chocolate Factory (1982), and the Tomato Factory (1892). The 1890s and 

1900s then saw the beginnings of additional development along Somerset Street. (See the History Briefs 

on the Hopewell Valley Railroad Lines and Industrial Hopewell - Railroad Place for more information.) 

 

 
Hopewell Borough - T. M. Fowler (1887) 

• Beginnings of sidings and industry by train station on Railroad Place; no Hamilton / Somerset 
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Hopewell Brickyards (1890s) 

Hopewell Valley Brickyards 

New Jersey has rich deposits of clay that run diagonally northeast across the 

middle of the state, starting across from Wilmington, along the Delaware 

River, through Trenton, and then continuing to Perth Amboy. (Image of N. J. 

clay formations from [Clays of NJ 1904]) 

 

As reported in Clays of NJ, a number of brickyards were started around 

Trenton as early as 1856, and served as the nucleus of a thriving brick industry 

into the 1900s. (Image of Whippany, N. J. brickyard site from Clays of N. J.) 

 

There also were brickyards in Flemington and Rocky Hill, 

and at least one in the Lambertville / Titusville area – The 

Clays book reports that T. O. Daniel had a small yard by 

1816, "on the Sourland mountain, southeast of 

Lambertville." Hunter & Porter’s Hopewell: A Historic 

Geography also identifies a brickyard on Baldpate 

Mountain, shown as "Br Yd" on the 1860 Lake & Beers map, 

and near the suggestively named current Brickyard Road. 

 

However, we only know about the Hopewell Borough 

brickyard through brief mentions in the newspapers – It’s a messy story of three entrepreneurs, two of 

whom died unexpectedly while in the business. 

 

Hopewell Borough Brickyards - Fay, Prince, and Cahill (1890 - 1899) 

In the 1870s, the area in Hopewell Borough along the current Railroad Place and Somerset Street was 

occupied by the tracks of the two competing railroads, with the Mercer and Somerset running roughly 

along Railroad Place and then along Somerset. After M&S went out of business in 1880, the tracks then 

were removed, leaving open space for possible industrial development.  

 

In 1882, the Hopewell Herald was promoting the development of a brickyard: "Can better brick be made 

elsewhere, than here?  Not much.  Recently we showed the excellent quality of our clay; and we believe 

that no other section of New Jersey can produce a better quality of clay." [HH 11/15/1882] 

 

Hopewell did have a brickyard from 1890 to 1899, apparently located along what is now Somerset 

Street. Gantz [1987] reports that the brick yard reached to the east end of Somerset near the Valley Oil 

Co., on the north side of the street. 

 

The brickyard property then was bought in 1901 by the Hopewell Factory Inducement Company, which 

reserved the north side of Somerset for manufacturing and opened the south side for building lots.  
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Hopewell Brickyard - Fay and Prince (1890 - 1891) 

The brickyard was founded in 1890 by Charles Fay and Joseph Prince, who bought the land which was 

known to contain clay, and started a brickyard to manufacture fire brick and tile. [TET 8/19/1890] 

 

Fay was a Trenton resident, and was previously a stockholder in the Delaware Pottery, but withdrew to 

form the new company in Hopewell. He then became sick, and died in April 1892 of rheumatism 

contracted while working at the brickyard. [TET 4/9/1892] 

 

In December 1891, the papers reported that "the brick at Fay's brick-yard in this place were sold a 

constable's sale." [HH 12/30/1891] In October 1982, the Herald ran an ad for a public sale of the 

"Brickyard Property at Hopewell N.  J., that describes the scope of the property: "9 2/100 acres, 

including the following chattels: 65,000 Brick, 12 tons of Coal, Brick Press, Wheelbarrows, Tools, Moulds 

and all the appurtenances of the Brickyard." [HH 10/5/1892] 

 

And the tract needed to be large – besides the clay pits, it must have included other buildings and 

machinery, for excavating and preparing clay, and for pressing, firing, drying, and storing the bricks. It 

also had a water supply from the tributary of Beden Brook that crosses near the Railroad Place end. 

 

Fay & Prince  - 1890

 
[TET 8/19/1890] 

Sale - 1892 

 
[HH 10/5/1892] 

Prince & Cahill - 1893 

 

 
[HH 3/30/1893] 

 

Hopewell Brickyard - Prince and Cahill (1893 - 1899) 

In 1893, the brickyard was revived by Prince and Patrick J. Cahill. Cahill was for many years "the popular 

foreman" of Fell & Baker's brick yard in Trenton, and Prince was an usher at his wedding in 1889.  [HH 

3/30/1893] 

 

In 1893, the papers report a "Hopewell Brickyard Base Ball team." There are brief mentions of the 

brickyard in 1894 and 1897 associated only with Cahill’s name. The Healthful, Historic Hopewell booklet 

[Gray 1897] promoted the brickyard: "Surrounding Hopewell are the richest deposits of clay to be found 

in the State. It is from these deposits that Patrick Cahill manufactures his superior brick." 

 

However, in December 1897, Patrick Cahill mysteriously disappeared when visiting Trenton, and his 

body was later found in the river. He was 30 years old, and left a wife, Mollie Murry, and four children. 

[TET 3/25/1898] 

 

In 1900, the Hopewell brick yard was acquired by the People's Building Loan and Savings Association for 

$500 at a Sheriff's sale as the result of the bank’s complaint against "Mary Cahill." [TET 9/13/1900] 
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Industrial Development (1900) 

After the brickyard, Somerset Street was developed as an industrial area by the Hopewell Factory and 

Inducement Company, which offered free property on the north side for industrial use (by the tracks), 

and planned building lots on the south side for residential housing. The major result was the H. A. Smith 

Company, which later grew into Rockwell and then Kooltronic. The newspapers also report a variety of 

typically short-lived efforts to start other businesses. 

 

Hopewell Factory & Inducement Company (1900) 

The Hopewell Factory [and] Inducement Company was formed in 

December 1900 as a stock company to purchase the "Hopewell 

brick-yard." It offered free factory sites to "any reliable 

manufacturing concern that would locate here." [Clip HH 1/9/1901] 

The property was described as the "Hopewell brick-yard" or the 

"Cahill brick-yard property," in the eastern part of Hopewell, near 

the railroad. [TET 1/21/1901] 

 

The company's plan was to begin the development of Somerset 

Street by offering the free property on the north side for industrial 

use (by the tracks), and building lots on the south side for 

residential housing. The promotion included the display of a map at 

the George E. Pierson drug store showing free factory sites owned 

by the Factory Inducement Company. [TET 4/6/1901] 

 

In 1902, the Factory Inducement Company divided the property along the south side of Somerset Street 

into building lots and apportioned them among the members, "each to receive a separate deed for their 

lot." The north side of the street still was reserved for manufacturing. [TET 1/24/1902] 

 

While there is information on the H. A. Smith company and a couple other smaller concerns along 

Somerset Street, very little additional information on the development of the Factory Inducement 

Company and its eventual termination is available, and only in glimpses from newspaper clippings: 

 

• In 1917, Hopewell Borough reported that it could not accept [unidentified] land donated by the 

Factory Inducement Company. [HH 6/13/1917] 

• In 1921, the Factory Inducement Company advertised that Somerset street still was a private drive, 

and not for public use. [HH 11/27/1946] 

• The Factory Inducement Company grounds was used through at least 1921 for events including the 

circus and gun club shooting matches. 

• In 1946, Hopewell Borough advertised the sale of a [unknown] Factory Inducement Company lot for 

taxes ($12.13). [HH 11/27/1946] 

• In 1953, Hopewell Borough advertised the public sale of the last five lots on the south east end of 

Somerset street for a minimum of $350. [HH 1/7/1953] 
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H. A. Smith / Rockwell (1900) 

The first recorded development from the Factory Inducement Company was the construction of the 

Smith Novelty Company machine shop, approximately 400 feet east of the shed by the Tomato Factory. 

The two-story shop building also had a two-story dwelling next to it. [Sanborn 1902] 

 

Hugh A. Smith came to Hopewell in 1900, and founded the Smith company that was later merged into 

Rockwell. Smith went on to serve on the borough council, and was twice elected mayor. He later 

donated his residence at 28 East Broad Street for the use of the Hopewell Public Library and Museum, 

which continues to be the home of The Hopewell Museum. (For more, see the History Brief on 57 

Hamilton Ave, - Smith / Rockwell / Kooltronic.) 

 

In April 1901, the Smith Novelty Company (predecessor to Rockwell) awarded the contract to build a 

factory at "the old brick yard." [HH 4/22/1901] The Smith building was completed in May, and was 

reported to have been "erected by the Hopewell Factory Inducement Company for the use of the Smith 

Novelty Company." [TET 5/24/1901] 

 

Around 1903, the company built a factory building across Somerset Street from the current 

manufacturing facility (in the area of the current parking lot). This was originally two stories, and then 

added a third floor in 1910. 

 

In 1927, the renamed Smith Manufacturing Company moved across the street from the original factory 

and built the first part of the current facility, along the south side of Somerset Street at the corner of 

Hamilton Avenue. This was a long one-story manufacturing building made of brick and steel that faced 

the current parking lot. After numerous expansions through Rockwell (1945) and Kooltronic (1975 - 

1999), the original building still is part of the much larger facility that still stands at the site. 

 

The original factory buildings on the north side of Somerset were leased to other manufacturers in the 

1920s, and were later replaced by a parking lot with smaller buildings, which have since been removed. 

 

 

1927 - Somerset Street - West of Beden Brook tributary 

 

- Parking Lot  

 - Location of the original Smith Novelty factory (1900) 

 - Leased to other companies 

 - Replaced by smaller out buildings 

 - Buildings eventually removed 

 

- Shed (twine)  

 - Shed / store house in early maps 

 - Fire house for Rockwell Engine Co. No. 1 (1954 - 1968) 

 - Now twine gift shop. 
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Rockwell Site / Fire Department (1960s) 

In 1929, at the start of the Great Depression, Smith Manufacturing was purchased by the Pittsburgh 

Equitable Meter Company and reorganized under the new name of the H. A. Smith Machine Company. 

In 1945 the plant became the Hopewell Division of the Rockwell Manufacturing Company. 

 

This c. 1962 aerial shows the Rockwell plant and the parking lot across the street next to the railroad 

tracks, with several outbuildings (now gone). The Rockwell pond is across the stream in the top right, 

and a small shed is on the left next to the parking lot. 

 

c. 1962 - Rockwell Aerial  [THM, n/d]  (dated by autos in photo) 

 
 

The shed, now 8 Somerset Street, appears in the 1902 to 1927 Sanborn maps, also identified as a stock 

shed. It later was used as the fire house for Rockwell Engine Co. No. 1 (1954 - 1968), and was used by 

the Princeton Doll and Toy Museum in the 2000s, and currently is the twine store. 
 

 

Rockwell Engine Company  c. 1954 [HFD]

 

twine Gift Shop 2020 [DD] 
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Rockwell Skating Pond (<1950s - 1970s) 

The Rockwell ice skating pond was just east of the parking lot and stream on the north side of Somerset 

Street, below the railroad tracks. During multiple periods from around 1910 the community organized 

the use of this area as a skating pond for children. Herbert Rockwell installed a dam to flood the area 

and installed lighting, and the Fire Department built up the surface of the ice. The pond was revived in 

1950, and apparently lasted into the 1970s. [HH 12/27/1950] 

 

1961 - Skating on Rockwell Pond 

Brook to left, train tracks behind  [JMC] 

  

1964 - "Billboard Painted 1964"  

Rockwell sign facing railroad tracks 

between pond and Somerset St.  [THM] 

 

 

 

 

Hopewell Bobbin and Spool Company (1903 - 1904) 

One early result of the Factory Inducement Company was the 

construction of a factory for the Hopewell Bobbin and Spool Company, 

which went into operation and then soon burned down and went out 

of business. 

 

The story began with the creation of the Mercer Factory Association 

Limited in June 1903, a stock/subscriber company with local investors 

that financed the construction of a large frame factory building "to be 

used by F. S. Sernberger & Company as a bobbin and spool works." 

[TET 12/29/1903]  

 

The Hopewell Bobbin and Spool Company began operations in August 

1904. Later that month local barber Harry Cox injured his hand in a 

circular saw. [HH 8/28/1904] 

 

The building was destroyed by a fire "of supposed incendiary origin" 

only a month later in September 1904. The loss was reported as 

"about $10,000, covered by insurance." [Clip TET 19/28/1904] 

However, there were no further reports of this business in the newspapers. 

 

In the newspapers, the Mercer Factory Association was described as "Hopewell's improvement 

company," which also had two other adjunct buildings. But there are no further references to it. 
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Whitehead Ice Cream /  E. B. Coy Wood Working (1910s - 1920s) 

In the 1910s and 1920s there were two businesses across the 

street from each other just on the east side of the Beden Brook 

stream - the Whitehead Ice Cream Factory on the south side and E. 

B. Coy Manufacturing Co. Wood Working on the north side. These 

are mainly known from the Sanborn maps - the two buildings 

appear in the 1912 map, but are shown as vacant in the 1927 and 

1935 maps. 

 

Edward R. Whitehead had a general store and restaurant at 19 

Blackwell Avenue, and also manufactured ice cream. His father, 

John L. Whitehead, opened the general store in 1894, added a 

restaurant, and continued to operate it until his retirement in 

1904, when his son continued the business. [HH 3/7/1934]. The 

store then continued into the 1950s. 

 

In 1914, the Factory Inducement Company sold land for "for a nominal 

consideration" to E. R. Whitehead, "who planned an addition to his ice 

cream making plant." [TET 5/10/1914] Whitehead continued to advertise 

his ice cream business into the 1920s. [Clip HH 2/24/1926]  

 

Other Companies (1920s - 1930s) 

Other companies were briefly mentioned in the newspapers as planning or building sites along Somerset 

Street, but no further record of these has been found: 

• A "gas meter factory from Philadelphia" (1901) - Planned to "erect brick 

building costing $8,000" and employ "nearly 100 hands" on land donated 

by the Factory Inducement Company. [HH 9/12/1901] 

• Trenton Patent Manufacturing Co. (1920) - Moving from Trenton, and 

rented the former H. A. Smith Manufacturing Co. building on Somerset 

street, before moving into their larger factory building. [HH 9/1/1920] 

• Inter-State Safety Manufacturing (1925) - Moving from Norristown, Pa. 

to occupy the building next to the H. A. Smith Manufacturing Co. on 

Somerset; was in negotiations with the local Business League. [HH 7/1/1925] 

• Clear Clean Cloth Co. (1929) - New firm incorporated, on Somerset Street. A. H. Smith one of the 

shareholders. [TET 8/14/1929] The product was advertised at the Flemington Fair that summer. [Clip 

TET 8/28/1929] 

 

Hopewell Borough Dump (1940s) 

In 1950, the newspaper reported that the former Hopewell Borough 

dump site [somewhere] on Somerset Street near Rockwell was being 

closed, in favor of a new dump shared with Hopewell Township near 

Marshalls Corner.  

 

Herbert S. Rockwell had permitted Borough use of the site as a dump 

"for a number of years." [Clip HH 6/14/1950] 
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Valley Oil (1970s) 

In 1970, J. B. Hill sold its oil business to Valley Oil, founded by David Bregenzer Sr. and Donald Terhune, 

previously with Nassau Oil. After initially running its business from the J. B. Hill location for a couple 

years, Valley Oil moved to its present location at the end of Somerset Street (#54), starting in a mobile 

home before constructing the present building and moving the tanks by the mid 1970s. (For more, see 

the History Brief on 43 Railroad Place, J. B. Hill & Sons.) 

 

Valley Oil actually purchased the entire north side of Somerset from Rockwell, east of the stream. When 

they were clearing the land for construction in the early 1970s, they filled in the then-overgrown pond 

and levelled the land. By that time, the property had no buildings and no foundations, but did have 

evidence of use for dumping. Later when Hopewell installed sewers, Valley Oil allowed the contractor to 

dump the excavated dirt along its property on the north side of Somerset Street, which continues to be 

raised today.  [Information from Dave Bregenzer, Jr.] 

 

 

Contamination and Remediation (1990s) 

Beginning around 1991, site sampling found that the soil around the Rockwell site was impacted with 

volatile organic compounds, metals, and radium. Starting in 1999, Rockwell International removed 

approximately 12,300 tons of contaminated soil. Later, the 

remaining houses on the south side of Somerset St., then vacant, 

also were demolished. Monitoring and reporting on the site, and 

adjacent properties, continues to the present day. 

 

Around 2006, a "pump-and-treat" system was installed in a building 

on the south side of Somerset Street to extract, treat, and 

discharge groundwater. This process is expected to continue for 

many years. [Photo 2020 - Treatment building] 

 

As a result, there is no remaining physical evidence of the historical use of Somerset Street on the east 

side beyond the Beden Brook stream - not buildings or even in the earth. The south side was demolished 

and the earth removed, and the north side was leveled and covered with dirt from around the town.  

[Photo 2020] 

 

 
View east down current empty Somerset Street [DD 2020] 
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[HAHG 1992] - Hopewell: A Historical Geography (1992), Richard W. Hunter and Richard L. Porter 

 

Maps 

- 1875 Hopewell map from Combination Atlas Map of Mercer County by Everts & Stewart 

- 1887 Hopewell panoramic aerial map by T. M. Fowler 
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 2 Somerset Street, Hopewell - Tomato Factory (1892) 
 

Rev. 4/22/2021 x  - D. Dixon 

 

The Tomato Factory Antiques Center on Somerset Street in Hopewell was once a tomato cannery, which 

operated for almost 60 years, from 1892 to around 1950. The factory only ran during the harvest 

season, around six weeks a year, from early August through September, or until the first frost.  

The factory could pack 10,000 quart cans a day, and needed 50,000 tomatoes delivered each day, 

arriving from some 100 acres of local farms under contract for its business. 

In the 1900s, it employed approximately sixty-five women, forty peelers and twenty-five packers. 

 

Tomato Factory - Summary 

 

1892 - 1937 - Hopewell Valley Canning Co. 

 4/1892 - Founded, operating in Aug.   

 1892 - A. L. Holcombe, Pres. 

 1906 - J. Hervey Stout, Pres. 

 1919 - Joseph B. Hill, Pres. 

 1938 - Operated by Elmer A. Weart  

  and Hervey S. Hill 

 

1938 - 1943 - Quarryville Canning Co. 

 W. Earle Carroll 

 Moved from Quarryville, Pa. 

 50-75 employees 

 Moved to Middleburg, Pa. 

 

1943 - 1947 - Urban Food Co. 

 Bishop and Dorl 

 Added 2 1/2 story addition 

 

1947 - 1951 - Hopewell Sun Packing Co. 

 D. J. Siclari (brothers) 

 1947 packed over half million cans 

 

1951 - Receiver's Sale (Auction) 

 Machinery and equipment 

 Large two-story building  

 on large plot with railroad siding 

1952 - Sherriff's Sale - land & premises 

 Hopewell Canneries Inc. (~1 acre) 

 

1950s - Reynold Dansberry 

 Sub-contract work for Rockwell 

 

1962 - Tomato Factory Antiques Center 

 Maurice Browning, Inc. 

 Maurice and Mary Ann Browning 

 
Canning Co. - 1897 [HHH, 1909 Hw] 

 

 

 
H. V. Canning Co. Juice Label [M. A. Browning] 

 

 
Tomato Factory [Hw 2009] 
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Tomato Canning in the Hopewell Valley 

Tomatoes were a favorite crop with New Jersey farmers, who routinely canned tomatoes and other 

produce for their families. Starting around 1850, and continuing until around 1925, New Jersey 

developed an extensive commercial canning industry, with business people and farmers investing in 

local factories to more efficiently reach larger markets. 

 

In the Hopewell Valley, for example, the Pennington Canning Company factory on Brookside Avenue 

operated from 1902 into the 1930s, and the Titusville Fruit and Vegetable Canning Company on the 

north end of River Road operated from around 1889 to 1905. 

 

In Hopewell, the Tomato Factory building operated as a canning company for almost 60 years, from 

1892 to around 1950, through four different companies. It then became the Antiques Center in 1964. 

 

 
Hopewell Canning Label  [M. A. Browning] 
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The Hopewell Canning Factory 

The Hopewell canning factory operated during the tomato harvest season, which typically ran only 

about six weeks a year, from early August through late September (or to the first frost).  

 

According to statistics in annual reports, during that short season, the Hopewell factory would take in 

some 350 to 680 tons of tomatoes, and produce a total of some 140,00 to 300,000 cans (of quart size or 

more). 

 

In terms of one day's operation, the factory could produce 10,000 quart cans a day, and since by one 

report it took 5 1/3 lbs. of tomatoes to make one can, the factory required some 50,000 tomatoes a day, 

arriving from some 100 acres of local farms under contract for its business. 

 

Keeping the business running at full speed required some 50 to 75 employees, the majority skilled 

"women and girls," especially to quickly manually peel the skins off the tomatoes, and also to hand-pack 

the cans to fill them to the top. Canning also used machines for washing and scalding the tomatoes to 

prepare them for peeling, to solder the tops on the cans, and to cook the canned tomatoes. 

 

 

 
Hopewell Valley Canning Co.  

1892 Blank Stock Certificate 

[M. A. Browning] 

 

 
Hopewell Valley Canning Co. WW I crate  

marked “U.S.Q.M. Corps, Nov. 1918”  

(for U. S. Quartermaster Corps, the military unit 

responsible for supplying the troops) 

[M. A. Browning] 
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Canning Statistics Summary 

Summary canning statistics extracted from newspaper references and quotes. 

 

- 104 acres planted - produce 7 1/8 tons of tomatoes per acre [1895] 

 - 5 1/2 tons per acre, paid $80 per ton [1906] / pay around $150 / acre [1922] 

- Pack 370 cans to the ton = 5 1/3 lbs. ripe tomatoes to make one [quart] can of tomatoes [1893/1895] 

- Pack 290,000 cans / season - average 10,000 cans / day [1910] 

- Employ 50 women and 13 men [1925] 

 - 50 women and girls as peelers - record peeling 330 quarts a day [1910] 

 

 
Hopewell Canning Label  [M. A. Browning] 

 

Packing Process Summary 

Summary description of the canning process extracted from newspaper quotes. 

 

- Farmers deliver crates of tomatoes, stacked on east side receiving platform 

- Crates carried to container where tomatoes washed and scalded  

 until the skins are thoroughly clean, and tender enough for peeling 

- Tomatoes pass through a funnel to a wooden measure, 

 carried to the peeling department in quantities of half a bushel. 

- Tomatoes peeled - Skins removed manually with paring knife 

- Tomatoes packed in cans - Young women manually fill cans to the top 

- Can closed and soldered 

 - Cover disc added to can - with ring of solder encircling its outer edge 

 - Cover soldered - Twelve cans at a time on a revolving plate 

 - Twelve hot iron pointers descend in unison and describe a circle 

  fusing the solder and sealing the twelve cans in a fraction of a second 

 A small air hole is left in each cover to avoid sudden thermal change 

 Old machines: 12 cans a minute; new machine (1915): 35 cans a minute 

- Tomatoes cooked - Sealed cans placed in steam bath, brings tomatoes to cooking point 

 - Air hole sealed by a drop of solder 

 - Old machine: 30 minutes; new machine (1915): 10 minutes 

- Cans binned - Cans piled in bins, with many thousand cans 

- Cans labeled - Once entire pack is complete 

- Final product boxed and shipped 
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The Canning Factory Building 

The current Tomato Factory building is a conglomeration of multiple structures added over time. 

• The original pair of buildings run south to north, from Somerset Street toward the railroad tracks. 

The wider front building was used for packing and storing, and the narrower rear building for 

canning. A single-story rear annex also extends out the back towards the train tracks. 

• The east side facing the driveway had a side platform used for receiving tomatoes, which is now 

enclosed. The small building next to the east side was the office, with ground scales between it and 

the main building for weighing incoming crates. 

• The west side has the boiler room and saw several additions, some now gone. 

 

[1897] 

 
[1927 Sanborn - north to top] 

Front (south)  

- 1st - Packing 

- 2nd - Storage 

 

Rear (north) 

- 1 story end - Canning 

- 2 story - 1st - Soldering 

 

Side (east) - Scales, Office 

Side (west) - middle Eng. 

 

1912 - Add scale, sep. office 

   - Add E side porches 

  [1932] 
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Building Construction History 

1892 - Original design: "one two-story, 50 x 45 ft., with 16 ft. posts and peak roof,  and one one-story, 90 

x 24 ft., with 8 ft. posts and sufficient platform room"; Extend P&R Railroad side track 50 feet 

1892 - Boiler from John E. Thropp and Son, of Trenton, $848 set up and bricked 

1895 - Raise 50 feet of canning room one story to make storeroom for empty cans [west side middle] 

 - Build truckway from B. & H.'s [Blackwell & Hill 1897] siding to second story front entrance 

 - Expand office even with east side 

1912-27 - Add detached office building on east side 

1944 - (Urban Food) - Enlarge receiving platform, Add two an a half story addition (NW, later removed?) 

 

  [2009] 

  [current] 
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1892 - 1937 - Hopewell Valley Canning Company 

In March 1892, an organizational meeting was held to decide to create a canning company in or near 

Hopewell Borough. In April, the Hopewell Valley Canning Company was founded with an initial 

investment of $5,000. The company had 60 shareholders, including business investors and many farmers 

from Hopewell and beyond, including Pennington, Amwell, Woodsville, Skillman, and Stoutsburg. 

Also in April, the company purchased the one-acre site, and hired an architect to design the building. 

 

In May, the company selected a contractor,  Wm. F. Drake, with the low bid of $2133. In June the boiler 

was installed, and by July the additional equipment and supplies followed - and the company bought 

insurance for $88. Then in August the company was in operation.  

 

The results of the first year included 86 acres of tomatoes grown by farmers, 571 tons received at the 

factory, and 215,400 cans packed. 

 

The Hopewell Valley Canning Co, then continued operation for 45 years, through World War I and into 

the Great Depression. It had very stable management, with three presidents, A. L. Holcombe, J. Hervey 

Stout, and Joseph B. Hill, and one superintendent, George W. Snowden. In 1938, at the end of the Great 

Depression, company was operated by Elmer A. Weart and Hervey S. Hill, and then sold. The canning 

business then continued through three other companions until 1950. 

 

 
[TET 3/8/1892] 

 

 
[HH 9/5/1917] 

 

 
[HH 3/4/1925] 

 

 
[HH 9/28/1932] 
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1938 - 1943 - Quarryville Canning Company
In 1938, W. Earle Carroll of Havre de Grace, Maryland leased and then bought the Hopewell canning 

factory as the Quarryville Canning Company. He previously had been renting a factory at Quarryville Pa. 

for eight years.  

In 1943, Carroll sold the Hopewell factory and moved the Quarryville company to a new factory in 

Middleburg, Pa., which operated through the early 1960s. 

[HH 3/2/1938] 

[TET 8/29/1938] 

1938 - Tomato Factory leased to W. E. Carroll of Havre de Grace, Maryland 

Had been renting a factory at Quarryville Pa. last eight years 

1939 - 65 employees, majority women 

1940 - 75 employees 

1941 - 60 employees 

1942 - 192,000 cans (8000 cases) ready in past week 

1943 - Quarryville Canning Company sold 

1943 - Quarryville Canning Company constructing plant in Middleburg, Pa. 

W. Earle Carroll - 28% to armed forces - 125 employees, 75-90 women, 260 acres under contract

1958 - Quarryville (Middleburg) limited production - 1964 gone 
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1943 - 1947 - Urban Food Company 

In 1943, in the midst of World War II, the Quarryville Canning Company was sold to Mr. Bishop and E. F. 

Dorl of Summit, N. J., and then operated as the Urban Food Company.  

 

In 1947, the canning factory was sold to the Hopewell Sun Packing Co. 

 

 
[TET 2/21/1943] 

 
[TET 7/27/1944] 

 
[HH 3/28/1945] 

 
[HH 9/6/1944] 

 

2/1943 - Quarryville Canning Company sold to Mr. Bishop and Dorl of Summit, N.J.,  

 who will operate the plant this coming season on tomatoes and other products 

1943 - Tomato-worm plague - worms 2-3 inches long, 71 worms on 4 plants [Ashton] 

1944 - Add two an a half story addition, new machinery 

1944 - Help wanted - former canning 

1944 - Shortage of help, 20 peelers, most sold to government [Ashton] 

1944 - Enlarging the receiving platform  [Ashton] 

1945 - Army needs tomatoes 

1945 - Help wanted - Peelers for Tomatoes 

5/1947 - Urban Food Co. sold to Hopewell Sun Packing Co. 
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1947 - 1951 - Hopewell Sun Packing Company 

In 1947 the Hopewell Sun Packing Co. acquired the canning factory from the Urban Food Company. The 

company was run by the Siclari brothers - President D. J. Siclari, Secretary N. J. Siclari, and Treasurer 

Albert Saggesse. 

 

The company reportedly packed over a 500,000 cans of tomatoes in 1949, and had 50 employees in 

1950. 

 

In 1951 and 1952 the contents, building, and land of the canning factory were advertised at a receiver's 

sale and a sheriff's auction.  

 

 
[HH 6/4/1947] 

 
[HH 6/18/1947] 

 
[HH 8/3/1948] 

 

 

5/1947 - Hopewell Sun Packing Co. purchased factory from Urban Food Company - D. J. Siclari 

1948 - Sun Packing - Help wanted - Tomato Peelers 

1949 - Packed over a 500,000 cans of tomatoes [Sims 1951] 

1950 - Sun Packing - 70 employees 

1951 / 52 - Sun Packing - Receiver's / Sherriff's Sales 
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1951 - 1952 - Receiver's Sale / Sherriff's Sale 

The company assets, machinery and equipment, were offered for auction at a receiver's sale in June 

1951. The land and premises then were offered at a sheriff's sale in October 1952, to satisfy a $7098 

judgement for the Hopewell National Bank. 

 

 
[TET 6/3/1951] 

 
[HH, TET 10/1952] 

 

    1952 - Sherriff's Sale - Hopewell Canneries Inc. 

        for Hopewell National Bank; 

        Land and premises; Bank judgement $7098 

 

 

1951 - Receiver's Sale (Auction) 

    Hopewell Sun Packing Co.,  

        Somerset Street and Railroad Place 

    Machinery & equipment, complete tomato canning plant 

    Large 2-story building on large plot with railroad siding 

 

 

1950s - Reynold Dansberry 

Reynold Dansberry acquired the Tomato Factory property after the end of the canning business, and 

owned it until it was sold in 1962 for use as the Antiques Center. He operated a machine shop in the 

middle part of the building doing sub-contract work for Rockwell. 

 

Dansberry was a foreman with the Rockwell Manufacturing Company for 40 years, and was Fire Chief in 

Hopewell from 1951 to 1952.  

 

Dansberry's family reports: "He was foreman of the Automatic Department at Rockwell Manufacturing 

Company. He had three automatic screw machines at the Tomato Factory. He did sub-contract work for 

Rockwell. He would work all day  at the factory and then work at night at his own machines at the 

Tomato Factory. I never knew him to make anything but parts for the Rockwell Gas Meters." 
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1962 - Tomato Factory 

In 1962, Maurice and Mary Ann Browning acquired the Tomato Factory property from Reynold 

Dansberry. After extensive renovations, they opened the Tomato Factory Antiques Center in 1964, "as a 

cooperative center for antiques, rather than one larger shop, because they did not want to change the 

interior of the old tomato cannery."  

 

After starting the Antiques Center, they founded Maurice Browning, Inc., which had quarters in the 

south end of the building to manufacture a "handsome line of better quality bath accessories." These 

included shower curtains with an outside decorative fabric curtain combined with the inner waterproof 

liner, which were sold at stores including Lord & Taylor.  

 

 
[Daily Intelligencer 12/7/1977] 

 
[TET 10/30/1987] 

 

1964 - Tomato Factory Antiques Center 

1962 - Bought canning factory from Reynold Dansberry 

 Renovations included: Enclosed east side receiving platform, finished 2nd floor north end 

 - Removed 2-story metal building addition at NW corner 

 - Added windows (south end) 

 - Removed SW side 2nd floor door (RR), removed dumbwaiter center south side wall 

1964 - Started Tomato Factory Antiques Center 

1981 - 12 shops 

1983 - charming, converted cannery - two floors of country to formal antiques and collectables 

1985 - 27 dealers 

1987 - 20 dealers on two floors - Country, formal and oak furniture, copper, brass, early iron,  

 primitives, lamps, china, quilts, dolls, postdated and miniatures 
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c1965 - Maurice Browning, Inc. 
Maurice and Mary Ann Browning also started Maurice Browning, Inc. after the Antiques Center opened. 

 

The company manufactured products at the Tomato Factory:  "better line of bath accessories and table 

linens including cotton shower curtains, wastebaskets, tissue boxes, and table cloths," and sold them to 

"finer department stores and shops," including Lord & Taylor, through at least the 1960s. 

 

 
[TET 7/21/1966] 

 
[Chicago Tribune 7/17/1966] 
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The Tomato Canning Process 

The canning process and equipment used at the Hopewell Valley Canning Company, as described by 

newspaper articles. 

 

Tomato Packing Now At Height In Hopewell (1910) 

Busy Scene at Plant Which Turns Out 290,000 Cans In a Season 

[Trenton Evening Times 10/09/1910] 

 

It would be difficult to picture a more animated scene than that at 

the factory of the Hopewell Valley Canning Company, where the 

packing season is at its height.  All day long millions of red 

tomatoes are carried to the Hopewell plant and in a brief time are 

sealed in cans ready for the New York market which takes the 

entire output through advances contract. 

 

During one season at the factory turned out 290,000 cans and is 

able to reach a daily average of 10,000 cans.  Visitors from all parts 

of the village and country call to witness the operatives work and 

the happy social conversations that take place give no suggestion 

of the tension that exists in modern places of toil.  One could 

imagine from the sight that a church committee was getting ready 

to hold a supper. 

 

Amid pleasant surroundings the employees work with wondrous 

rapidity.  Most of them are experts and have attained remarkable skill with the knife.  One of the 

number has a record for peeling three hundred and thirty quarts of tomatoes in a day.  About fifty 

women and girls are employed as peelers.  Some of them drive long distances from the country and 

others live in Hopewell and nearby. 

 

This season lasts from the latter part of August until the arrival of the first frost and enables many of the 

girls and women to get pin money.  In the parlance of the operators, the crop is "done" after the first 

frost.  As the time is brief everything must be rushed while the opportunity offers.  Stacked high outside 

of the place is row after row of crates, filled with the toothsome vegetable, and all must be speedily 

handled.  To delay when the crop is ripe would mean serious loss.  One crate after the other is carried to 

a container where the tomatoes are washed and scalded until the skins are thoroughly clean and 

rendered sufficiently tender to respond to the paring knife.  When this has been accomplished they pass 

through a funnel to a wooden measure and are then carried to the peeling department in quantities of 

half a bushel. 

 

The skins are quickly removed and they are then sent to young women who fill the cans to the top.  

These in turn are passed to an employee who deals out the discs that are to serve as covers, each disc 

having a ring of solder encircling its outer edge.  A dozen of cans are then placed on a platform and 

carried to twelve iron pointers, highly heated by gasoline burners.  In unison the pointers descend and 

describe a circle, fusing the solder and sealing the twelve cans in a fraction of a second.  To prevent the 

dangerous effect of a sudden thermal change, a small air hole is left in each cover. 
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The next operation is to place the sealed cans in a steam bath, which brings the tomatoes to the cooking 

point.  Then the air hole is sealed by a drop of solder.  When this has been done the goods are piled in 

bins, accommodating many thousand cans.  They are now ready for labeling, but this is not done until 

the entire pack has been handled.  Before freezing time comes the entire stock is boxed and sent to the 

warehouse of the metropolitan concern. 

 

Cleanliness is of paramount consideration in the factory.  The woodwork of the tables and the 

containers is scalded each day and before starting the operators are required to use cleansing solution 

on hands and arms.  A metal check is given to an operative every time she peels a measure of the 

tomatoes.  At the end of the week the checks are cashed.  The canning company is composed mostly of 

farmers and has been in operation about 20 years and is under the management of George Snowden. 

 

Modern Machines At Canning Plant (1915) 

New apparatus will greatly facilitate work at Hopewell tomato factory 

 [Trenton Evening Times, 08/22/1915] 

 

New machinery of modern type has been installed in the canned 

tomato canning factory in this place, which it is stated will greatly 

reduce the cost of operation. 

 

One of the new machines is for soldering cans.  It will handle 35 

cans of tomatoes per minute.  After they leave the filling tables 

they are placed on a revolving plate which feeds them to the 

machine and after they are tightly closed they are passed to the 

cooking machine.  This addition is a great improvement over the 

old system by which just 12 cans could be sealed a minute.   

 

The other machine is a cooker, in which tomatoes are prepared in 

about 10 minutes as against 30 minutes by the old system.  That 

cooking is done by steam. 

 

The output of the plant last year was 241,000 cans, but due to the unfavorable weather this year the 

officials of the company state that they do not expect to handle half that number.  The entire output of 

the factory is contracted for from year to year. 

 

Every tomato is hand-packed by women, who have to conform to very strict sanitary rules. 

 

The company distributes the seed among the farmers, which is an inducement to them to raise this 

vegetable, and this year they have about 115 acres planted on the various farms throughout this 

section.  The company, of which Hervey Stout is president, has been very successful, financially, under 

the supervision of George Snowden, who has been the superintendent for 22 years. 
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Hopewell Valley Canning Company - Chronology (1892 - 1937) 

Company Organized - 1892 

3/1892 - Canning company organization meeting, decide to locate in or near Hopewell borough [Sims] 

4/2/1892 - Hopewell Valley Canning Company founded, sixty stockholders [Sims] 

 - Capital stock $20,000, shares 400, par value $50; Start business with $5000, 100 shares, $50 

 - Approx. 60 shareholders - 30+ Hopewell, Pennington, Amwell, Woodsville, Skillman, Stoutsburg 

 - Officers: A. L. Holcombe president, J. Hervey Stout, vice-president. 

  J. M. Dalrymple, secretary, D. Webster Stout, treasurer. 

  Other directors William B. VanPelt, E. L. Vanzandt, Charles Sernberger 

 - George W. Snowden hired as superintendent, $50 a month 

 - Seven offers for site - purchase D. L. Blackwell site east of the hay press, one acre 

 - Shareholders pay for own seed - Paragon and Livingston Perfection tomatoes 

 - Mr. W. A. Poland, architect - "one two-story, 50 x 45 ft., with 16 ft. posts and peak roof,  

  and one one-story, 90 x 24 ft., with 8 ft. posts and sufficient platform room" 

5/1892 - Bids from 3 building contractors - Wm. F. Drake, $2133 (lowest by ~$200) [Sims] 

 - Correspond with Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Company to extend side track 50 feet  

6/1892 - Boiler from John E. Thropp and Son, of Trenton, $848 set up and bricked [Sims] 

7/1892 - Bucklin can filler installed, $71.25 [Sims] 

7/1892 - Order carload of Hem cap (tall type) Ginna cans 

7/1892 - Order capping (soldering) irons for Ginna cans from the Niagara Stamping and Tool Co. 

7/1892 - Insurance on factory buildings from John S. Van Dyke, $66 [Sims] 

7/1892 - Pay peelers 3 1/2 cents per pail [Sims] 

8/1892 - In operation - Paying $7 a ton in Aug., $6.50 in Sept., $6 in Oct. - must cart on springs [Sims] 

8/1892 - David H. Hunt & Company wholesale fancy tomatoes, $1 / dozen on 2 1/2% commission 

 

 
[TET 3/8/1892] 

 
[HH 4/6/1892] 

 

1893 - 1st Annual report [Sims] 

 86 acres planted and grown; Shareholders of 86 shares delivered tomatoes 

 Received 571 1/4 tons, packed 215,400 cans 

 376 cans to the ton = 5 1/3 lbs. ripe tomatoes to make one can of canned tomatoes 

 Costs: Factory $5,034, cans $6161, shooks (box material — sold to fanners as boxes) $950, 

  labels $389, tomatoes $3639 
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1890s 

1893 - Add capping machine and running filling machine by steam 

1893 - Add apples - 614 cases, 14,880 cans, 300 cases sold at $1.05 per dozen, remainder $1.10 [Sims] 

1893 - Packed 200,000 cans [NJ Ag. Board] 

1894 - Dividend 5% on paid-up capital stock [Sims] 

1894 - "Offal" tank on north side of factory for seed and juices, prevent polluting the brook [Sims] 

 Bin on west side for skins and other waste - pay to haul away 

1895 - 3rd Annual report 

 - Received 793 tons 443 pounds tomatoes -> from 104 acres = 7 1/8 tons [253 pounds] per acre 

 - Packed equivalent 293,294 quart cans (266,948 quart + 8782 gallon) - ave. 370 cans per ton 

 - Farmers $5083, wages $4075 - gross profit $1324 -dividend 5% on capital stock 

 - Next year prices $7/ton before Sept. 15, $6 remainder 

 - 50 feet of canning room raised one story to make storeroom for empty cans 

 - Truckway built from B. & H.'s [Blackwell & Hill 1897] siding to second story front entrance 

 - Office expanded even with east side 

1894, 1896 - Short on orders; 1898 smallest crop; 1900 product poor quality; 1902 crop shortage [Sims] 

1897 - Also canning apples 

1897 - Packed 225,000 qt. cans and 2,400 gal. cans - cost $4000, labor $4500 - tomato blighting in July 

 [ Titusville - 167,000 3-lb. cans tomatoes and 6000 3-pound cans pumpkin [NJ Ag. Board] 

 [ Hw Creamery - 5000 pounds of milk per day - pay average 85 cents per 100 pounds  

1898 - Annual mtg. - Packed 140,500 cans; wages $2576, dividend 5% 

1900s 

1900 - Packed 201,300 cans 

1901 - 9th Annual mtg - wages $3239 

1902 - Set 90 acres, Received 324 tons, bad season, Packed 136,000 cans, wages $1656, farmers $2109  

 - Pennington 190 tons, paid $1334 - ave $7 / ton, pack 8700 cans [NJ Ag. Board] 

1903 - Heavy indebtedness -  mortgage property for bonds  [Sims] 

1905 - Purchase machinery from defunct Titusville Canning Co. - $75  [Kidder] 

1905 - 13th Annual mtg - pay $8 / ton next year 

1905 - Estate sale property of David L Blackwell - HVCC stock $1, bonds $11, $12, $13 

1905 - Packed 179,000 cans 1905, prev year 144,000 

1906 - J. Hervey Stout, President [Sims] 

1906 - Received 460 tons, packed 170,000 cans, 5 1/2 tons per acre, paid $80 per ton [NJ Ag. Board] 

1907 - Bought materials from sale of Ringoes Canning Company [Sims] 

1907 - Wage increase - canners $1.25 per half day, peelers 3 1/2 cents per pail 

1908 - 16th Annual mtg. - Bad weather - Packed 142,000 cans - labor $2937, farmers $3406 

 $1100 bonds paid off, balance $790 - payment $9 / ton next season 

1910s (WW I) 
1910 - Pay off outstanding bonds, lift mortgage on property [Sims] 

1910 - Packs 290,000 cans / season - average 10,000 cans / day  

 Record peeling 330 quarts a day - 50 women and girls as peelers 

1912 - Introduced sanitary can [Sims] 

1913 - Increase wages for women to 15 cents / hour,  and 4 cents / pail [Sims] 

 Mr. Snowden, superintendent, raised to $1,000 a year 

1914 - Packed 243,000 No. 3 cans, $5149 farmers, $4623 wages, $2000 improv., div. 8% [HH Progress] 

1915 - New soldering machine 35 cans / min. - cooker 10 vs 30 min. - co. distributes seed to farmers 

1917 - Annual mtg, 12% dividend, $12 / ton for tomatoes 

1917 - Pennington Canning Co. defunct - offer $7000 for entire concern - directors lose $700-800 

1919 - Joseph B. Hill, President [Sims] 
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1920s 

1922 - Pay $15/ton = around $150 / acre, problem getting farmers to grow tomatoes 

1923 - Sarah D. Stout estate - HVCC stock sold at $77.50 per share 

1924 - Annual mtg - Severe hail storm - paid farmers $3861 

1925 - Columbia Hall event - sixty tomato growers 

1925 - Opened 33rd year - 40 hp Kirby engine - use exhaust steam for cooling  

 - employ 50 women and 13 men - to mid Oct 

1927 - 35th Annual mtg - Received 352 tons, farmers $5287 - packed 184,953 cans - good year 

1930s - Great Depression 

1932 - Good year, close Sept. 30 - Pack over 300,000 cans - slightly inferior quality 

1933 - Storm causes crop damage - beating rain and hard wind 

1938 - Operated by Elmer A. Weart and Hervey S. Hill 

 

 [HH 3/7/1895] 

 
[HH 9/5/1917] 

 

 

 
[HH 3/4/1925] 

 

 
[HH 9/28/1932] 

 
[HH 9/5/1917] 

 

 

 

 
[HH 8/30/1933] 
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 57 Hamilton Ave, Hopewell - Smith / Rockwell / Kooltronic (1900) 
 

Rev. 5/13/2021 x - D. Dixon  

 

The Smith/ Rockwell / Kooltronic manufacturing facility at 57 Hamilton Ave. in Hopewell Borough began 

as the Smith Novelty Co. and then H. A. Smith Manufacturing Co. (1900 - 1945), but is best remembered 

under the name of Rockwell (1945 - 1974), which was a major employer in Hopewell. The site was then 

used by Kooltronic (1975 - 1999), and since has been used for office space and storage. 

 

The manufacturing facility is bounded from the north to south by Somerset and Lafayette Streets, and 

west to east by Hamilton Avenue and a tributary of Beden Brook. The property then extends to the 

north side of Somerset Street to the railroad tracks, which is currently used as a parking lot. 

 

1900 - Smith Novelty Co. - machine shop, 3 people 

 Hugh A. Smith & father Alfred B. Smith 

c1903 - First factory (north side Somerset) 

 - 4,000 sq. ft., 1913 employ 40+  

1915 - H.A. Smith Manufacturing Co., Inc. 

1919 - Business passed to son, Alfred H. Smith 

 

1927 - First facility at current site on Hamilton 

1929 - Sold to Pittsburgh Equitable Meter Co. 

 Reorg as H. A. Smith Machine Co. 

 Herbert S. Rockwell, superintendent 

 - 11,000 sq. ft., 50 employees 

1935 - Annex addition (towards Lafayette) 

 - ~20,000 sq. ft., 100 employees 

1945 - Parent renamed Rockwell Manufacturing 

 - Hopewell -> Rockwell Machine Co. 

 -> Hopewell Div. of Rockwell Manuf. Co. 

1950s - 3 additions, Quonset Hut -> 72,000 sq. ft. 

 

1960 - Lafayette addn. -> 100,000 sq. ft., 219 emp. 

1963 - Becomes Rockwell Taximeter operation 

 

1971 - Hurricane Doria flooding 

1973 - Parent merger into Rockwell International 

1973/74 - Rockwell closing plant, 400 / 120 empl. 

 A. Merlin Smith, acting general manager 

 

1975 - Kooltronic - Gerald H. Freedman 

1984 - Expansion east, remove Quonset bldgs. 

1990s - Site contamination, remediation 

 

1999 - Kooltronic moves, end manufacturing 

2000s - Used for office space and storage  

 
Smith Factory 1910s/20s [Hw 1909] 

 
Smith Factory 1920s/30s [THM] 

 
Smith Addition 1935 [THM] 

 
Rockwell 1946 [THM] 

 
Rockwell 1962 [THM] 
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The Story of Smith Novelty / Rockwell Machine / Kooltronic 

The story of Smith Novelty / Rockwell Machine / Kooltronic in Hopewell begins with Hugh A. Smith, who 

came to Hopewell in 1900 with his father, Alfred B. Smith, and founded the Smith Novelty Company  

 

Hugh A. Smith (1834-1917) served on the Hopewell borough council, and was twice elected mayor of 

Hopewell. Later he offered and sold his residence at 28 East Broad Street for the use of the Hopewell 

Public Library and Museum, which continues to be the home of The Hopewell Museum.  

 

Smith Novelty first focused on metal mechanical novelties powered by spring wound motors, and then 

expanded into special clock movements, water, gas and electric meter registers, and other metal 

manufacturing. 

 

The company originally was based in a machine shop on the north side of Somerset Street east of the 

stream, and then moved to a building that was located in what is now a parking lot across Somerset 

Street from the current facility. In 1915, Smith Novelty incorporated as the H. A. Smith Manufacturing 

Company. Around 1919, Smith turned the business over to his son, Alfred H. Smith, and moved to 

Belmar, N. J. 

 

In 1927, Smith Manufacturing moved across the street and built the first part of the current facility, on 

the south side of Somerset Street at the corner of Hamilton Avenue. 

 

In 1929, Smith Manufacturing was sold to the Pittsburgh Equitable Meter Company, and then operated 

as the H. A. Smith Machine Company. It was run by Herbert S. Rockwell, who was the long-time general 

manager and president from 1929 until his retirement in 1975. (His brother, Col. Willard F. Rockwell, 

was the long-time president and chairman of the board of the Pittsburgh Equitable Meter Company, 

which became Rockwell.) 

 

Herbert S. Rockwell (c1894 - 1976) also served as a director of the Hopewell National Bank, and then 

became director emeritus of Princeton Bank when he reached age 70. 

 

In 1945, when the parent company changed its name to the Rockwell Manufacturing Company, Smith 

Machine was renamed as the Rockwell Machine Company. A few years later, it became the Hopewell 

Division of the Rockwell Manufacturing Company. 

 

In 1963, the Rockwell Taximeter operation was transferred to the Hopewell Division, consolidating sales, 

service, engineering and production. 

 

In 1973, the parent company changed its name to Rockwell International, with the merger of the 

Rockwell Manufacturing Company with North American Rockwell. 

 

Also in 1973, Rockwell International began to transfer some manufacturing from the Hopewell plant, 

and in 1974 announced the closure of the Hopewell site. Alfred Merlin Smith, grandson of founder Hugh 

A. Smith, was a superintendent and then acting general manager of the plant from at least 1950 until its 

closure in 1974. 

 

In 1974, Kooltronic, Inc. moved its cooling business from Princeton to the facility. In 1999, Kooltronic 

relocated to Pennington, and the building has since been used for office space and storage. 
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1900 - Smith Novelty Co. - Machine Shop 

Hugh A. Smith and his father, Alfred B. Smith, arrived in Hopewell in 1990 and founded the Smith 

Novelty Company (sometimes also described as "organized in 1902"). They built a two-story "machine 

shop" building approximately 200 feet further east of the current parking lot on the north side of 

Somerset Street (i.e., beyond the stream), as shown in the 1902 map. 
 

In 1900, Hugh A. Smith, the present Mayor, together with his father and brother in law, came 

here and began manufacturing special clocks, in a small building the factory association put up 

for them. The three men did all the work, and the only capital was a big debt.  

 - Hopewell Herald - Progress Edition - 5/1914  [THM] 
 

In 1900 Mr. H. A. Smith, a citizen of Connecticut, purchased a piece of ground in the Borough of 

Hopewell. Here he erected a two-story building and organized the H. A. Smith Machine 

Company to manufacture spring motors for phonographs. 

- Rockwell News - Hopewell Division, 1958  [THM] 
 

[The Smith Novelty Co.] principle line of manufacture is metal novelties, special clock 

movements, water, gas and electric meter registers, but they can make any device which is put 

to them of a metal substance. They make nearly all their own tools and a number of the 

machines they are now using in the manufacture of their goods were made by them. 

 - Hopewell Herald - Progress Edition - 5/1914  
 

As the name suggests, the company devoted itself to mechanical novelties for the young that 

swept the country around the turn of the century. One item was the forerunner of today's 

electric fan. With an eye on the market, Smith, already a clock-maker, hooked up a spring motor 

to produce an oscillating shaft and attached an old fashioned palm leaf to produce one of the 

first mechanical breeze makers. It had quite a vogue, at the time. 

- Trenton Evening Times, 1/7/1964 

 

 

1902 - Smith Novelty Company  

 

- "Shed" building just north of Hamilton intersection 

Then 400' east to Smith building 

- Divided 2-story dwelling 

and 

- 2-story Smith Novelty Co. "Machine Shop" 

 

[Sanborn 1902] 
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c1903 - Smith Novelty - Factory on Somerset 

Around 1903, the company built a factory building across Somerset Street from the current 

manufacturing facility (in the area of the current parking lot). This was originally two stories, and then 

added a third floor in 1910. The facility had 4,000 sq. ft. in 1909. 

 

A few years later [after 1900] the company started to manufacture registers and clock works for 

water and gas meters, and a new building of two stories was constructed. Soon a third story was 

added to take care of the increased business. 

- Rockwell News - Hopewell Division, 1958 [THM] 

 

One of the first items young Mr. Smith made was a forerunner of the modem electric fan; he 

hooked up a spring motor and an old-fashioned palm leaf to produce one of the first breeze 

makers. Other early products included a spring motor burglar alarm for residence windows , and 

spring motors for rotating signs.  

- Rockwell News - Hopewell Division, 1958 [THM] 

 

c. 1909 - Smith Novelty Co. - Outside stairs, chimney, railroad poles in background  [Hw 1909] 

 
1912 - Smith Novelty Co. 

- "Shed" just north of Hamilton intersection,  

Then 170' east to Smith building - just west of the stream: 

- 3-story main building: 2nd Machine shop, 3rd Assembling, 1st Machinery and Shipping 

- 2-story "Store House" to east  [Sanborn 1912] 
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1915 - H. A. Smith Manufacturing Co. 

During World War I, Smith Novelty acquired business from importers who no longer had access to 

European manufacturers. 

 

... securing an order for the manufacture of 100,000 clocks for an American from importers who 

formerly bought in Germany. The clocks sell for 50 cents each. 

[TET 11/22/1914] 

 

The company had 40 to 45 employees in 1913 / 1914. 

 

In 1915, Smith Novelty incorporated under the name of the H. A. Smith Manufacturing Company, Inc., 

although the Smith Novelty name was also still used (e.g., in the 1927 map). 

 

Down the next two decades [from 1900], many other items pivoted on the spring motor were 

produced, including a burglar alarm for residence windows, a spring motor for the old-fashioned 

rotating signs, spring motor photograph units, as well as standard clock movements. 

- Trenton Evening Times, 1/1964 

 

Thirteen years have seen a marked change [since its origins in 1900]. Today H. A. Smith is the 

sole owner, occupies his own commodious three story factory building, is employing about 40 

hands, and for the past five years has had an annual payroll of about $8000. The concern is 

unique in that it is but one of only two in the state. Its product is special clocks for registers and 

indexes used in measuring water, gas, electricity, and operating advertising signs and devices of 

every kind.  

- Hopewell Herald - Progress Edition - 5/1914  [THM] 

 

Around 1919, Hugh A. Smith turned the business over to his son, Alfred H. Smith, and moved to Belmar, 

N. J. 

 

The original factory buildings on the north side of Somerset were leased to other manufacturers in the 

1920s, and were later replaced by a parking lot with smaller buildings, which have since been removed. 

 

During a small-pox epidemic in the early 1920s, Mr. Smith's original factory was used as a 

community hospital. 

- Rockwell News - Hopewell Division, 1958 [THM] 
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1927 - Smith Manufacturing - Beginning of Current Facility 

In 1927, Smith Manufacturing moved across the street from the original factory and built the first part of 

the current facility, along the south side of Somerset Street at the corner of Hamilton Avenue. This was a 

long one-story manufacturing building made of brick and steel that faced the current parking lot. 

 

In the mid-30's, the Hopewell plant produced the first mechanical selective tuners used on 

Philco radios - during which time the employee list grew to 500 persons. 

- Rockwell News - Hopewell Division, 1958 [THM] 

 

 

1927 - "Smith Novelty Co." - Old and new 

 

- Original Factory Building north of Somerset now vacant 

 

- New Building south of Somerset (current location)  

 not in operation (yet) 

 

[Sanborn 1927] 

 

 

1920s-30s - H. A. Smith Machine Company 

(left Somerset St., right Hamilton Ave.)  [THM, n/d]  
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1929 - Pittsburgh Equitable Meter Co. / H. A. Smith Machine Co. 

After World War I, Smith Manufacturing started to make indexes and registers for meter manufacturers. 

In the 1920s the Pittsburgh Equitable Meter Company started to use Smith as a source for this 

equipment. 

 

In 1929, at the start of the Great Depression, Smith Manufacturing was purchased by the Pittsburgh 

Equitable Meter Company as the third plant of the new parent company. The company was then 

reorganized under the new name of the H. A. Smith Machine Company, making metering components. 

 

At the time of the purchase of the Hopewell plant by the then Pittsburgh Equitable Meter Co., 

there were approximately 50 persons on the payroll. By way of contrast, the 1960 Hopewell 

Division payroll averages 219 persons, of which 7 were on the payroll in 1929. 

- Rockwell News - Hopewell Division, 1960 [THM] 

 

The H. A. Smith company and its successor Rockwell division were run by Herbert S. Rockwell as general 

manager and president from 1929 until his retirement in 1975. (His brother, Col. Willard F. Rockwell, 

founded the Pittsburgh Equitable Meter Company in 1925, which then became Rockwell International, 

and later was run by Willard F. Rockwell, Jr. starting in 1947.) 

 

1932 Aerial -  

Somerset main entrance 

(across from Tomato Factory) 

 

1932 Aerial - New factory, with old factory across the street 

(across from Tomato Factory) 

 
[1932 SC2] 
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1935 - Smith Machine - Annex Addition 

In 1935, Smith Machine constructed what was described as a "steel and concrete fireproof addition to 

its large factory building." This annex was to house $40,000 of new equipment. 

In 1938, modern offices and an air-conditioned assembly room were added to the main building.  

 

In 1935, Smith Machine was employing about 100 people, and running three shifts, 24 hours a day. 

 

Late 1930s? - H. A. Smith - "New Addition"   

(view from Hamilton Ave.)  [THM, n/d] 

 
 

During World War II, Smith Machine manufactured airplane turn-and-bank indicators with radium dials 

under an Army contract with Bendix Aviation Corporation.  

 

"Your Town's War Plant"  [HH 7/1/1943]  

 

During World War Two, the plant turned out 100,000 

turn-and-bank aircraft flight instruments under contract 

for Bendix Aviation. Over 200,000 parachute quick 

releases also were made for the Air Corps, as well as 

thousands of screw parts, and parts for bomb fuses. 

- Trenton Evening Times Tuesday, 1/7/1964 

 

The H. A. Smith Machine Company figured in the 

national news on the war production front Sunday night 

when Washington radio commentator, Drew Pearson, 

revealed that the local plant had been awarded an 

important contact for Parachute Quick Releases which 

are critically needed for all soldiers and air-borne troops. 

- Hopewell Herald, 3/22/1944 

 

Already many of the sixty-four of the local company's 

employees who have been serving in the armed forces 

have returned to their jobs with no loss of seniority. 

- Trenton Evening Times Friday, 12/7/1945 
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1945 - Rockwell Manufacturing Company 

In 1945, the parent Pittsburgh Equitable Meter Company changed its name to the Rockwell 

Manufacturing Company, and the H. A. Smith Machine Company became the Rockwell Machine 

Company. Soon thereafter the plant became the Hopewell Division of the Rockwell Manufacturing 

Company. 

 

In 1946, the Rockwell Hopewell Division opened a branch plant in Flemington, on Route 12, formerly a 

bowling alley, with plans to employ 180 people. 

 

In 1948, the Rockwell Hopewell Division donated a new $15,000 fire engine to the Borough of Hopewell, 

an American LaFrance 750-gallon pumper and hose car and booster system. The celebration parade 

included 1,500 people, 40 pieces of apparatus, and an Air Corps fly over. 

 

1946  - Rockwell Aerial  [THM] - Quonset hut 

 
 

1955 - Rockwell Plant Entrance  [REL 1955] 

with Rockwell logo (facing Hamilton Ave.) 
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1950s - Rockwell Hopewell - Additions 

By the late 1950s, the Rockwell Manufacturing Hopewell Division had added multiple additions with 

approximately 50,000 sq. ft., and the 4,000 sq. ft. Quonset hut on the east side, for a total area of 

72,000 sq. ft. 

 

Hopewell Division now [1958] operates on 73,000 sq. ft. of floor space, and has an employee 

capacity of 500 persons. At present, Hopewell Division serves as a feeder plant for other 

Rockwell Divisions, as well as manufacturing certain end products, such as liquid meters, valves, 

and lube fittings, which are shipped direct to customers. 

- Rockwell News - Hopewell Division, 1958 [THM] 

 

In 1929, the total plant area was approximately 19,000 sq. ft. The acquisition of Bldg. #4 added 

approximately 11,000 sq. ft., and 4 additions to the original plant increased the working area by 

another 38,000 sq. ft. The most recent construction, the 4,000 sq. ft. Quonset hut, brings the 

present total plant area to 72,000 sq. ft. 

- Rockwell News - Hopewell Division, 1960 [THM] 

 

 

1947 - School Trip to Rockwell  [HH 5/21/1947]  

 

1950 - Rockwell Skating Pond  [HH 12/27/1950] 
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1960 - Rockwell Hopewell - Lafayette St. Addition 

In 1960, the Rockwell Manufacturing Hopewell Division broke ground for a new $500,000 addition on 

the Lafayette Street side, using the area of the former plant parking yard there. This expanded the 

facility from 73,000 to 100,000 sq. ft. A new blacktop parking area was made across Somerset Street on 

the north side of building, and the employees entrance was moved to the new side. 

 

1960 - Rockwell Plant Additions - Rockwell News, 9/1960  [THM]  

 
[The] addition is shown on the right with "Rockwell - Hopewell Division" and the Rockwell emblem. 

This addition will consist of two stories with 36,000 sq. ft. of floor space. A portion of the basement 

floor will be used for warehousing of ... stock. The warehouse operations will be moved from its 

present location in the building on the north side of Somerset St. to the new area... This warehouse 

area will be serviced by enclosed dock facilities large enough to accommodate two trailer units. 

The ground level will contain a new shipping and receiving area, also to be serviced with enclosed 

dock space large enough for two trailer units. Adjacent to the shipping room will be storage area for 

parts and finished products. Some of the secondary and assembly operations currently performed in 

the present plant will be moved to this area. The two floors will be serviced by an elevator ... 

- Rockwell News - Hopewell Division, 1960  [THM] 

 

c. 1962 - Rockwell Aerial [THM, n/d] (dated by autos in photo) 
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1963 - Rockwell Taximeter 

In January 1963, the entire Rockwell Taximeter operation was transferred to the Hopewell Division, 

consolidating sales, service, engineering and production. 

 

There are five models of the Rockwell Taximeter and over nine hundred parts are needed in 

their assembly. Most of the machined parts are made at Hopewell, with most of the stamping 

being made in DuBois. These parts are fitted together during three sub-assembly operations and 

six line assembly operations. There is also a checking operation, and a packing and testing 

operation. 

- Rockwell News - Hopewell Division, 1963 [THM] 

 

1960s - Checking taxi meters in Rockwell parking lot  [THM, n/d] 

(Note building in background in parking lot on north side of Somerset St., 

also visible in c. 1962 aerial) 

"Asst. General Manager. K. L. Williamson, Works Manager A. Merlin Smith,  

and Taximeter sales manager Ralph Urlich" 
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1971 - Hurricane Doria Flooding 

In 1971, Valley Oil, which had acquired the fuel oil business of J. B. Hill and Sons, purchased the north 

side of Somerset Street east of the stream from Rockwell. 

 

The Hopewell Rockwell plant suffered severe flooding from Hurricane Doria during the evening of 

Friday, August 29, 1971. 

 

The entire basement or lower floor of the plant, where much of the most important and most 

expensive equipment is housed, was under water at least three feet deep. 

More than 100 electric motors had to be removed and sent away for repair or replaced and 

many electric control panels had to be dried and repaired. 

One month after the storm, Hopewell was 97% back in operation. 

- Rockwell News - Gas Products Division, 10/1971 [THM] 

 

1971 Flood - SW corner near Lafayette,  

facing corner of Somerset & Hamilton  [THM]

 

1971 Flood - Factory  [THM] 

 
 

1972 - Rockwell Aerial - Quonset hut 

Across street - Building in parking lot, Pond and sign  [1972 DHS] 
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1973-74 - Rockwell International / Closure 

In 1973, the parent company changed its name to Rockwell International with the merger of the 

Rockwell Manufacturing Company with North American Rockwell. 

 

Also in 1973, Rockwell International transferred the chart drive and water and gas meter assembly 

operations from Hopewell to plants in Pennsylvania. About 30 employees were affected, of the 

approximately 400 people working at the plant. 

 

In August 1974, Rockwell International announced its plans to close the Hopewell plant, affecting some 

120 employees. Most workers were expected to have jobs until the middle of October, and some 

possibly to the end of the year. Some employees were offered transfers to other Rockwell plants. 

 

1970 - Rockwell - Hopewell Plant 

[TET 1/7/1970]  

 

1975 - Rockwell - Machinery Auction Sale 

[NSL 6/8/1975] 
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1975 - Kooltronic, Inc. 

 

In 1975, Kooltronic, Inc. moved from its 5,000 sq. ft. facility in Princeton, N. J. to the 100,000 sq. ft. 

former Rockwell facility in Hopewell, N. J., where the company manufactured air conditioners, blowers, 

and heat exchangers. 

 

The move was funded by the New Jersey Economic Development Authority though a $400,000 loan to 

Freeman Properties, Ltd. for purchase of the buildings owned by Rockwell International for lease to 

Kooltronic. The total cost of the project was listed as $475,000. The property included buildings totaling 

94,000 sq. ft. on four acres of land (presumably both sides of Somerset Street).  

 

In 1999, Kooltronic left Hopewell and moved into its current 170,000 square foot facility on Pennington-

Hopewell Rd (Route 654) near Route 31. 

 

Kooltronic currently specializes in thermal management products including air conditioners, heat 

exchangers, fans and blowers, that are designed specifically to cool the interior of electrical/electronic 

enclosures containing heat sensitive components. 

 

Gerald H. Freedman (c1929 - 2012) started his own accounting firm in Princeton in 1965. He later left 

public accounting to operate Kooltronic, Inc. with his wife.  

 

c. 1975 - 1984 - Kooltronic in Hopewell  [Kooltronic, Inc.] 
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1984 - Kooltronic - East Side Expansion 

In 1984, the N. J. Economic Development Authority provided $2.5 million of financing for expansion at 

the Kooltronic site. The company was awarded $1.75 million for purchasing new equipment, and 

Freeman Properties of Princeton (the owner of the factory) received $750,000 to expand the site. 

 

This apparently included removing and replacing the Quonset hut and other structures (oil house) on 

the east side of the facility and replacing them with a single structure. A new facade also was added to 

the building in renovating it to office use. 

 

c. 1962 - Rockwell Aerial - Quonset hut  [THM, n/d]  

(dated by cars in photo)  

\  

Current-day - East Expansion  [Google 2021] 

 
Current-day - New Facade - Somerset (left) and Hamilton (right)  [2020] 
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1990s - Rockwell - Site Remediation 

Beginning around 1991, site sampling by the N. J. Department of Environmental Protection found issues 

requiring investigation of contamination and remedial activities. 

 

A Preliminary Assessment in 1995 identified 21 potential AOCs (Areas of Concern) at the site. 

 

Further site inspections and testing found that the soils on the site were impacted with volatile organic 

compounds (VOC), semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs), Chlorinated VOC (CVOC), metals including 

copper, lead and zinc, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), and radium. 

 

In February 1999, Rockwell International agreed to conduct investigation and remediation activities at 

the former manufacturing facility in an Administrative Consent Order (ACO) with the NJDEP. 

 

In 1999 / 2000, Rockwell International implemented a remedial action consisting of removal and offsite 

disposal of approximately 12,300 tons of contaminated soil (or also described as 5,000 cubic yards). 

 

Further testing identified ground water contamination by TCE and tetrachloroethylene, also known as 

perchloroethylene or PCE, a volatile organic compound used to degrease metals. 

 

Around 2006, a "pump-and-treat" system was installed in a building on the south side of Somerset 

Street (replacing two residential lots) to extract the groundwater, treat it to remove contaminants, and 

discharge the decontaminated water into the tributary of the Beden Brook. This process is expected to 

continue for many years. 

 

Later, the remaining houses on the south side of Somerset, then vacant, also were demolished.  

 

Monitoring and reporting on the site, and adjacent properties, continues to the present day. 

 

1999 - Office Space & Storage 

 

In 1999, Kooltronic moved to its current facility on Pennington-Hopewell Rd (Route 654) near Route 31. 

 

The site has since been used for storage and office space. 
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References 

Information extracted and summarized from sources including books, reports, maps, newspapers, and 

photos. Many of the original materials (documents, maps, aerials, and photos) come from contributors 

to the Hopewell Valley History Project, and are shared on the site (HopewellHistoryProject.org). 

 

Rockwell newsletters and photos courtesy of The Hopewell Museum [THM]. 

 

Thanks to families and principals who provided information, including: 

- Dave Bregenzer, Jr. - Valley Oil 

 

Books 

[1909 Hw] - 1909 Hopewell New Jersey (1909), Fry & Whitehead 

[HAHG] - Hopewell: A Historical Geography, Richard Hunter and Richard Porter (1990) 

 

Maps 

[Sanborn 19xx] - Sanborn Fire Maps of Hopewell Borough (1902, 1912, 1927) 

 

Newspapers 

[HH] - Hopewell Herald newspaper (ends 1955, has multiple gaps) 

[TET] - Trenton Evening Times newspaper 

[NSL] - Newark Star Ledger 

 

 

 

[254]



Hopewell History Property Brief  ≡ 8 Somerset - Fire Brigade ≡ 

 

Hopewell Valley History Project 1 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

 8 Somerset St., Hopewell - Rockwell Fire Brigade (c1927) 
 

Rev. 2/11/2022 - D. Dixon 

 

There is a small undistinguished one-story building at 8 Somerset Street in Hopewell Borough - at the 

intersection with Hamilton Avenue, on the railroad side of the street, just past the Tomato Factory and 

before the parking lot. The other side of the street is filled with a large industrial facility - which started 

as H. A. Smith, then was Rockwell, and later Kooltronic, and now is used for office and storage space. 

 

This small building seems to appear on maps back to 1927 as a "Stock Shed," but the first known specific 

use was for the Rockwell Fire Brigade from 1954 to 1968. Then in 1975 the current property was 

consolidated from two parcels, previously owned by Rockwell and  J. B. Hill (across Somerset). 

 

The building then was used for a variety of purposes - J. B. Hill hardware, the Mower Ranch, the 

Hopewell Antique Cottage, the Princeton Doll and Toy Museum, and now the twine gift shop. This small 

building has continued to provide useful service to a variety of organizations in Hopewell, during all the 

changes from the growth of the Rockwell facility, and with the dramatic clearing of Somerset Avenue as 

the result of cleanup from soil contamination. 

 

 

 

1900, 1912 - H. A. Smith / Rockwell (old rectangular shed) 

 

1927, 1935 - Stock Shed 

 

1954 - 1968 - Rockwell Fire Brigade 

 

1970s - J. B. Hill Hardware - Outdoor furniture, etc. 

 - Joseph Hill II & Arthur Wright 

 

1980 - 1988 - Mower Ranch  

 - Merrill & Beverly Mellott 

 

1988 - 2003 - Hopewell Antique Cottage  

 - David & Karen Dutch, Winona & David Frye 

 

2003 - 2016 - Princeton Doll and Toy Museum 

 - Virginia Aris / Nancy O'Connor 

 

2016 - present - twine. 

 -  Melissa Cookman  

 
Rockwell Fire Brigade 1957 

 
Mower Ranch 1980s 

 
Museum 2016 

 
twine 2020 
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Early Somerset Street - H. A. Smith / Rockwell 

H. A. Smith / Rockwell (1900, 1912) - Earlier Building 

The development of Somerset Street began with the Smith Novelty Company (later H. A. Smith), which 

later became the Hopewell Division of Rockwell. In the early 1900's the maps show a "Shed" near the 

current location of 8 Somerset Street - but this was probably not the current building.  

 

 

1902 - "Shed" - Smith Novelty Co.  [Sanborn 1902] 

Somerset at Hamilton - North (train tracks) to left 

 

The first Smith Novelty Co. "Machine Shop" building was 

constructed by 1902 on the north (railroad) side of 

Somerset Street, further east of the later Rockwell facility 

and parking lot, past the Beden Brook tributary. 

 

The 1902 Sanborn map marks its location as 400' east of 

a "Shed" building.  

 

The Shed is located on the map just north of the 

Hamilton intersection, apparently more rectangular in 

shape and closer to Hamilton than the current building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1912 Sanborn map then shows a new Smith Novelty Co. factory building, located on the west side of 

the stream, in the location of the current parking lot across from the Rockwell complex. The shed is now 

identified as a "Stock Shed," and still located just north of the Hamilton intersection. 

 

1912 - "Shed" - Smith Novelty Co.  [Sanborn 1912] 

Somerset at Hamilton - North (train tracks) to top 
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Stock Shed (1927 & 1935) 

In 1927, the renamed Smith Manufacturing Company moved across the street from the original factory 

and built the first part of what became the large Rockwell complex, along the south side of Somerset 

Street at the corner of Hamilton Avenue. The original factory buildings on the north side of Somerset 

were leased to other manufacturers in the 1920s, and were later replaced by a parking lot. 

 

The 1927 and 1935 Sanborn maps then show an apparently different "Stock Shed" - positioned at the 

location of the current 8 Somerset building. The building also is more square than shown on the 

previous maps, so this is presumably a new and different building that matches the current building, 

rather than an artifact from a different mapmaker.  

 

1927 - Shed - Hamilton & Somerset  [Sanborn 1927] 

North (train tracks) to left 

 

1927 - Somerset - West of Beden Brook 

 North (train tracks) to left 

 
 

This 1932 aerial (from the Lindbergh kidnapping period) shows the Smith Manufacturing building 

(bottom right) starting to be enlarged, and the old Smith Novelty complex (across the street) still being 

developed. The small Shed building is visible in the center, down from the Tomato Factory complex. 

 

1932 Aerial (Annotated) - Somerset at Hamilton  [SC] 
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Rockwell Fire Brigade (1954 - 1968) 

In 1945 the Smith plant became the Hopewell Division of the Rockwell Manufacturing Company, and 

was a major benefactor to Hopewell. In 1948, the Hopewell [Borough] Fire Department needed new fire 

equipment, and Rockwell donated a $15,000 American LaFrance Pumper to the borough.  

An arrangement of alarm in response has been in effect for years whereby designated employees 

will respond to daytime fire and ambulance calls when other volunteers are at a low supply.  This is 

done without loss of pay to the responding plant worker. [TET 1/7/1964] 

 

In January 1954, Rockwell organized its own Fire Brigade, Rockwell Engine Company No. 1, at 8 

Somerset Street. Its engine was donated by the borough "to use as industrial fire protection" - an old 

American La France truck that was purchased by the Fire Department in 1923, and had been in 

continuous use since then. [Rockwell News, 4/1957] 

[Rockwell] took over the old American La France 750-gallon pumper, is repairing it and keeping it in 

readiness in case it should be needed for the protection of Hopewell. [HH 4/8/1954] 

 

In 1968, "after many years of good service," the Rockwell equipment ("Old Number 1") was returned to 

the Fire Department, and the Rockwell Fire Brigade was presumably disbanded. 

Due to the fine cooperation between this industrial fire fighting group and the Borough forces. the 

community has benefitted from this additional protection on several occasions. The Rockwell Fire 

Brigade has assured the Fire Department they are ready to assist in any emergency.  

[HFD 75th Anniv. 1986] 

 

Rockwell Engine Company No. 1 at 8 Somerset - 1957  [RMA] 

 
Front row, left to right : Julius Anderson, Jr.; Howard Shanks; Charles Childs; Reynold Dansberry, Chief; 

Arvin Warren; Joseph Williamson, Jr.; and Herbert S. Rockwell.  

In the engine, left to right: Kenneth Hullfish; A. Scott Dansberry, Jr.; David Crum; Mark Palmatier; "Jim" 

Lake; Bruce Vansant; Mahlon Riley; Kenneth L. Williamson; and Joseph Kamrad. [Rockwell News, 4/1957]   
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J. B. Hill Hardware (1970s) 

In the 1970s, the 8 Somerset Street building apparently was used as an outgrowth of the J. B. Hill 

hardware store (diagonally across the intersection at 43 Railroad Place), as a kind of garden shop with 

outdoor furniture and the like. 

 

Meanwhile, Kooltronic acquired the former Rockwell Hopewell plant in 1975, after Rockwell closed 

down its business in Hopewell. 

 

The adjacent parking lot had two buildings - a larger white one-and-a-half story frame building with a 

center garage door on the street side, and a smaller possibly brick building behind.  

 

Kooltronic used the larger white building for miscellaneous purposes, and also rented space there, and 

used the smaller building for lawnmowers and similar equipment. Kooltronic later demolished the 

buildings and paved over the parking lot during one of its expansions (past 1972 (aerial), probably 1984 

expansion). 

 

These buildings and parking lot replaced the earlier two-to-three story H. A. Smith factory building, and, 

along with the 8 Somerset building,  go back to at least a c1962 aerial, and maybe to 1931 / 1932 aerials. 

 

The c1962 aerial shows the 8 Somerset building on the left, with the curved "Rockwell Engine Co. No. 1" 

sign on the roof, and the two buildings to the right in the adjacent parking lot. As in the 1957 photo, the 

Engine Co. building has one garage bay in the center and another bay on the left. 

 

c1962 Aerial - Somerset past Hamilton  [THM] 
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Mower Ranch (1980 - 1988) - Merrill & Beverly Mellott 

In 1980, the Mower Ranch purchased 8 Somerset Street from J. B. Hill owners Hill and Wright (see 

below). The property then was soon transferred from corporate ownership to the Mower Ranch's 

individual owners, Merrill H. and Beverly Borenga Mellott.  

 

The Mower Ranch provided mower sales and service from 8 Somerset Street. The building front had a 

bay window on the left, a center door and a garage on the right. After selling the Somerset Street 

property in 1988, the Mower Ranch relocated to 303 North Greenwood Avenue (aka Hopewell-

Wertsville Road). In 1993-94, the business went mobile, using a mobile workshop to provide lawn 

mower repair service on the spot. 

 

Deeds: 

- 12/31/1980 [rec 12/7/1988] - DB 2469-531 - Merrill & Beverly Mellott from Mower Ranch 

- 5/12/1980 - DB 2132-810 - Mower Ranch from Joseph B. Hill II & Bertina Hill and Arthur M. & Janet Hill 

Wright 

 

Mower Ranch, 8 Somerset - 1979 [RMA] 

(Note "white" building in parking lot beyond) 

 

 

 

Mower Ranch 

North Greenwood 

 

[Hw Harv Fair 1990] 
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Hopewell Antique Cottage (1988 - 2003) - David Dutch & Winona Frye 

In 1988 Cottage Partners, a N. J. partnership, purchased 8 Somerset Street from the Mellotts (the 

Mower Ranch). The general partners were David Dutch and Wiona Frye.  

 

Wiona Frye had previously been one of the dealers at the Brookside Antique Center at 43 West Broad 

Street in Hopewell. Her husband, David Frye, also was involved in the business. 

David Dutch and his wife Karen Dutch also operated an antique store in Lambertville for many years. 

 

The front of the building now had a window on the right side, replacing the garage door. 

 

David Frye also was responsible for acquiring the big green moving truck that still sits behind the 

building to provide extra storage on the site. After it was in place, the engine was removed for use on 

the Borough fleet. 

 

Deed - 12/28/1988 - DB 2472-272 - Cottage Partners from Merrill & Beverly Borenga Mellott 

 

Hopewell Antique Cottage - 2003 by Audrey Jones 

 

 

 

Hopewell Antique Cottage 

8 Somerset 

 

[Hw Harv Fair 1999] 
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Princeton Doll Museum (2003 - 2016) - Nancy O'Connor / Virginia Aris 

In 2003, Nancy O'Connor purchased 8 Somerset Street from Cottage Partners (David Dutch and Winona 

Frye). 

 

Nancy O'Connor was an antique doll collector in Princeton, and joined with her friend, Virginia Aris, to 

open the Princeton Doll and Toy Museum at 8 Somerset in March 2003. Aris was an antique dealer and 

collector, and became Executive Director of the Museum.  

 

The Museum's collection included rare dolls from O'Connor's private collection, as well as those of Aris 

and many other donations and acquisitions. 

 

After O'Connor fell ill, the 8 Somerset property was put up for sale, and was sold in 2016. In October 

2015, the Museum relocated across Somerset Street into a larger space in the Hopewell Center (the 

former Rockwell complex) at 57 Hamilton Avenue. 

 

After the death of Virginia Aris, the museum was closed in July 2017 and the collection was disbanded. 

Some of the collection was donated to other nonprofit organizations, and the remainder was sold at the 

Museum and at auction. The profits from the sales were donated to the Hopewell Museum and the 

National Federation of Doll Collectors. 

 

The Facebook page for the Princeton Doll and Toy Museum continues to be active:  

 https://facebook.com/Princeton-Doll-and-Toy-Museum-468228553344952/ 

 

Video tour (2017) - https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=503430624144552 

 

Deed - 3/7/2003 - DB 4497-229 - Nancy "O'Conner" from Cottage Partners / David Dutch & Winona Frye 

 

Museum - 2017 [Facebook] 

  
Virginia Aris outside the Hopewell Center 
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twine (2016 - present) - Melissa Cookman 

In 2016 Melissa Cookman purchased 8 Somerset Street from Nancy O'Connor and moved in her "twine" 

gift shop, opening in October 2016.  Twine had previously been at 10 East Broad Street (behind Nomad 

Pizza), where it had opened in October 2011. 

 

The building was renovated to add the side room on the right, and painted the distinctive red. 

The building’s exterior was transformed from a drab gray to the same shade of red as the old Twine 

exterior for consistency... We gutted the building, adding new floors and windows, and then added 

on a [side room] for a maker’s space.  [Community News 10/3/2016] 

Twine has a spacious backyard used for outdoor movies in spring and summer.  Films are shown on 

the side of an old, abandoned moving truck.  [NJ Monthly 4/11/2017] 

 

twine gift shop - https://www.twinehopewell.com/ 

 

Deed - 02/04/2016 - DB 6240-1399 - Melissa Cookman from Nancy O'Connor 

 

twine Gift Shop 2020 [DD] 

 
View east down Somerset Street from Hamilton Avenue - 2020 [DD] 
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8 Somerset Lot (1975) - J. B. Hill II & Arthur Wright 

The lot that is now 8 Somerset Street was consolidated in 1975 from two separate tracts that were 

already owned by Joseph B. Hill II and Arthur M. Wright (then the owners of J. B. Hill & Sons at 43 

Railroad Place at the corner of Hamilton Avenue).  

 

One tract was acquired in 1975 from Rockwell International, as a parcel split off from a property that 

had been transferred in 1949 from the predecessor Rockwell company. 

 

The other tract was acquired in 1972 from J. B. Hill & Sons, as a parcel split off from a property acquired 

in 1949 by the previous generation of Hills.  

 

Deeds: 

- 11/12/1975 - DB 2003-561 - Hills & Wrights to same - consolidate two tracts into current property 

- 8/13/1975 - DB 1997-163 - Hill and Wright from Rockwell International 

 Parcel of 11/30/1946 - DB 955/510 - Rockwell Manufacturing from Rockwell Machine 

- 8/16/1972 - DB 1917-893 - Hill and Wright from J. B. Hill & Sons  

 Parcel of 4/6/1949 - DB 1059-214 - Hervey S. Hill from J. B. Hill 

 

The 8 Somerset Street property is currently designated as Block 12, Lot 6 on the Hopewell Borough 

previous tax map, and was previously Block 4, Lot 79 before the renumbering in 1994. 

 

8 Somerset Property (large "12"/6)  [1993 Hw Boro Block/Lot Conversion Tax Map] 
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 Somerset Street - Brickyard / Rockwell / Valley Oil (1890) 
 

Rev. 1/4/2022 - D. Dixon 

 

Somerset Street is the extension of Railroad Place in Hopewell Borough, east from Hamilton Avenue to 

the Hopewell Township line. After the removal of the Mercer & Somerset railroad tracks c1880, the area 

was used as a brickyard in the 1890s, and then developed as an industrial district on the north side, with 

residential lots on the south side. But starting in the 1990s, the analysis of significant contamination of 

the area lead to major remediation efforts, including removing tons of topsoil and demolishing and 

removing the residences, so now the street is almost empty from Rockwell to Valley Oil. As a result, 

there are no longer any traces of buildings or even soil from the earlier occupants of the street. 

 

Somerset Street Area 

 - Mercer & Somerset railroad tracks (1870s) 

 - Hopewell Brickyards (1890s) - Fay, Prince, and Cahill 

 - Hopewell Factory & Inducement Company (1900 - 1940s) - "Somerset Street" 

 - H. A. Smith / Rockwell / Kooltronic (1900 - 1999) 

 - Hopewell Borough Dump (1940s) 

 - Valley Oil (1970s) - Purchased north side from Rockwell, east of stream 

 - Site Contamination (1990s) - Sampling, soil removal, residences demolished 

 

[1927 Sanborn Fire Map] 

 

 

East Side of Beden Brook (to Hopewell Township line) 

 

North side / Manufacturing 

- E. B. Coy - Wood Working (1910s - 1920s) - by stream 

- Rockwell Skating Pond (<1950 - 1970s) - by stream 

- Smith Novelty Co. machine shop (c1900) - to east 

- Hopewell Bobbin and Spool Company (1903-04) 

    - Mercer Factory Assoc. 

- Valley Oil (1970s) - east end 

 

South Side / Residential 

- Whitehead Ice Cream Factory (1914 - 1920s) - by stream 

- 10+ building lots (now razed) 

 

 

West Side of Beden Brook (Hamilton / Railroad Place) 

 

North side (now parking lot) 

- Smith Novelty Co. factory (c1903) 

- Shed (c1900) - Rockwell Engine Co. Fire house (1954 - 1968) 

 

South Side (Rockwell complex) 

- H. A. Smith Manufacturing (1927), Rockwell (1945) 

- Kooltronic (1975 - 1999) 
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Somerset Street 

Somerset Street is the eastern extension of Railroad Place, from Hamilton Avenue to the Hopewell 

Township line, with the King's Path development beyond.  

 

The entrance to Somerset Street is bracketed by the Tomato Factory building on the north side at the 

end of Hamilton Ave. (next to the railroad tracks), and the Smith / Rockwell / Kooltronic facility on the 

south side, filling the block to Lafayette Street. The whole area on both sides is over 9 acres (the north 

side of Somerset, east of the stream, is just over 5 acres).  

 

 
Somerset Street and Beden[s] Brook - Hopewell Borough Fire Insurance Rating Map (1949) 

• Green is protected fire zone, dots are fire hydrants 

• Dashed line on right is Hopewell Township border 

 

The development of Somerset Street then can be thought of in quadrants, divided north/south by the 

road and east/west by the tributary of the Beden Brook just past the Rockwell complex. 

- The west end, next to the Tomato Factory - extends just one block east to the stream 

 - The south side has the Rockwell complex  

 - The north side has a small building that is now twine and the Rockwell parking lot,  

  that was previously the location of other Smith / Rockwell buildings. 

- The east end - extending down to the Township line  

 - The south side had residential buildings, which are now gone 

 - The north side (by the tracks) had a variety of short-lived industrial buildings, 

  and now has Valley Oil at the end 

 

The Somerset Street area was first known as a brickyard in the 1890s, until it was bought in 1900 by the 

Hopewell Factory & Inducement Company, a local stock company formed to develop the area by 

offering free factory sites on the north side (next to the railroad tracks), and building lots for the 

company investors on the south side. There are brief newspaper records of a number of companies that 

then planned or built facilities along Somerset Street, but only H. A. Smith Co. lasted for an extended 

period, operating out of three buildings, the last of which evolved into the large Rockwell complex. 

 

The Somerset Street itself was opened up c. 1900, and was named for the former Mercer and Somerset 

Railroad that had run along the path of the street.  

 

With the support of Rockwell, Somerset Street also was the home of a public skating pond and a town 

dump, but eventually evolved into primarily a residential street along the south side beyond Rockwell, 

with little activity on the north side. 
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In 1970, Valley Oil was formed and then built its office at the northeast end of the street. Then starting 

in the 1990s, the analysis of significant contamination of the area lead to major remediation efforts, 

including removing tons of topsoil and demolishing and removing the residences, so now the street is 

almost empty from Rockwell to Valley Oil. 

 

Railroads (1870s) 

During the 1870s Hopewell Borough saw the arrival of two competing railroad lines, running parallel 

tracks through the town in the undeveloped area north of Broad Street. The first line was the Mercer 

and Somerset Railroad (M&S), which was formally opened in February 1874. The M&S tracks in 

Hopewell ran south of the current tracks, essentially following the current Model Avenue to Railroad 

Place to Somerset Street.  

 

The second line was the Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad (D&BB), which opened for service in May 

1876, after prevailing against the M&S in the "Frog War" that January. The M&S was not successful, and 

service was discontinued in 1880, and the tracks were soon removed. 

 

 
Hopewell Borough - Mercer Atlas, Everts & Stewart (1875) 

• Two railroad lines, and the beginnings of the path of Model Ave. 

 

With the construction of the Hopewell train station in 1876, and the removal of the M&S tracks, the 

area along what is now Railroad Place near the station was opened up for industrial development, with 

multiple sidings to deliver and ship products, and the construction of a Hay Press (c1989), J. B. Hill 

lumber / supplies (c1890), the Chocolate Factory (1982), and the Tomato Factory (1892). The 1890s and 

1900s then saw the beginnings of additional development along Somerset Street. (See the History Briefs 

on the Hopewell Valley Railroad Lines and Industrial Hopewell - Railroad Place for more information.) 

 

 
Hopewell Borough - T. M. Fowler (1887) 

• Beginnings of sidings and industry by train station on Railroad Place; no Hamilton / Somerset 
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Hopewell Brickyards (1890s) 

Hopewell Valley Brickyards 

New Jersey has rich deposits of clay that run diagonally northeast across the 

middle of the state, starting across from Wilmington, along the Delaware 

River, through Trenton, and then continuing to Perth Amboy. (Image of N. J. 

clay formations from [Clays of NJ 1904]) 

 

As reported in Clays of NJ, a number of brickyards were started around 

Trenton as early as 1856, and served as the nucleus of a thriving brick industry 

into the 1900s. (Image of Whippany, N. J. brickyard site from Clays of N. J.) 

 

There also were brickyards in Flemington and Rocky Hill, 

and at least one in the Lambertville / Titusville area – The 

Clays book reports that T. O. Daniel had a small yard by 

1816, "on the Sourland mountain, southeast of 

Lambertville." Hunter & Porter’s Hopewell: A Historic 

Geography also identifies a brickyard on Baldpate 

Mountain, shown as "Br Yd" on the 1860 Lake & Beers map, 

and near the suggestively named current Brickyard Road. 

 

However, we only know about the Hopewell Borough 

brickyard through brief mentions in the newspapers – It’s a messy story of three entrepreneurs, two of 

whom died unexpectedly while in the business. 

 

Hopewell Borough Brickyards - Fay, Prince, and Cahill (1890 - 1899) 

In the 1870s, the area in Hopewell Borough along the current Railroad Place and Somerset Street was 

occupied by the tracks of the two competing railroads, with the Mercer and Somerset running roughly 

along Railroad Place and then along Somerset. After M&S went out of business in 1880, the tracks then 

were removed, leaving open space for possible industrial development.  

 

In 1882, the Hopewell Herald was promoting the development of a brickyard: "Can better brick be made 

elsewhere, than here?  Not much.  Recently we showed the excellent quality of our clay; and we believe 

that no other section of New Jersey can produce a better quality of clay." [HH 11/15/1882] 

 

Hopewell did have a brickyard from 1890 to 1899, apparently located along what is now Somerset 

Street. Gantz [1987] reports that the brick yard reached to the east end of Somerset near the Valley Oil 

Co., on the north side of the street. 

 

The brickyard property then was bought in 1901 by the Hopewell Factory Inducement Company, which 

reserved the north side of Somerset for manufacturing and opened the south side for building lots.  
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Hopewell Brickyard - Fay and Prince (1890 - 1891) 

The brickyard was founded in 1890 by Charles Fay and Joseph Prince, who bought the land which was 

known to contain clay, and started a brickyard to manufacture fire brick and tile. [TET 8/19/1890] 

 

Fay was a Trenton resident, and was previously a stockholder in the Delaware Pottery, but withdrew to 

form the new company in Hopewell. He then became sick, and died in April 1892 of rheumatism 

contracted while working at the brickyard. [TET 4/9/1892] 

 

In December 1891, the papers reported that "the brick at Fay's brick-yard in this place were sold a 

constable's sale." [HH 12/30/1891] In October 1982, the Herald ran an ad for a public sale of the 

"Brickyard Property at Hopewell N.  J., that describes the scope of the property: "9 2/100 acres, 

including the following chattels: 65,000 Brick, 12 tons of Coal, Brick Press, Wheelbarrows, Tools, Moulds 

and all the appurtenances of the Brickyard." [HH 10/5/1892] 

 

And the tract needed to be large – besides the clay pits, it must have included other buildings and 

machinery, for excavating and preparing clay, and for pressing, firing, drying, and storing the bricks. It 

also had a water supply from the tributary of Beden Brook that crosses near the Railroad Place end. 

 

Fay & Prince  - 1890

 
[TET 8/19/1890] 

Sale - 1892 

 
[HH 10/5/1892] 

Prince & Cahill - 1893 

 

 
[HH 3/30/1893] 

 

Hopewell Brickyard - Prince and Cahill (1893 - 1899) 

In 1893, the brickyard was revived by Prince and Patrick J. Cahill. Cahill was for many years "the popular 

foreman" of Fell & Baker's brick yard in Trenton, and Prince was an usher at his wedding in 1889.  [HH 

3/30/1893] 

 

In 1893, the papers report a "Hopewell Brickyard Base Ball team." There are brief mentions of the 

brickyard in 1894 and 1897 associated only with Cahill’s name. The Healthful, Historic Hopewell booklet 

[Gray 1897] promoted the brickyard: "Surrounding Hopewell are the richest deposits of clay to be found 

in the State. It is from these deposits that Patrick Cahill manufactures his superior brick." 

 

However, in December 1897, Patrick Cahill mysteriously disappeared when visiting Trenton, and his 

body was later found in the river. He was 30 years old, and left a wife, Mollie Murry, and four children. 

[TET 3/25/1898] 

 

In 1900, the Hopewell brick yard was acquired by the People's Building Loan and Savings Association for 

$500 at a Sheriff's sale as the result of the bank’s complaint against "Mary Cahill." [TET 9/13/1900] 
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Industrial Development (1900) 

After the brickyard, Somerset Street was developed as an industrial area by the Hopewell Factory and 

Inducement Company, which offered free property on the north side for industrial use (by the tracks), 

and planned building lots on the south side for residential housing. The major result was the H. A. Smith 

Company, which later grew into Rockwell and then Kooltronic. The newspapers also report a variety of 

typically short-lived efforts to start other businesses. 

 

Hopewell Factory & Inducement Company (1900) 

The Hopewell Factory [and] Inducement Company was formed in 

December 1900 as a stock company to purchase the "Hopewell 

brick-yard." It offered free factory sites to "any reliable 

manufacturing concern that would locate here." [Clip HH 1/9/1901] 

The property was described as the "Hopewell brick-yard" or the 

"Cahill brick-yard property," in the eastern part of Hopewell, near 

the railroad. [TET 1/21/1901] 

 

The company's plan was to begin the development of Somerset 

Street by offering the free property on the north side for industrial 

use (by the tracks), and building lots on the south side for 

residential housing. The promotion included the display of a map at 

the George E. Pierson drug store showing free factory sites owned 

by the Factory Inducement Company. [TET 4/6/1901] 

 

In 1902, the Factory Inducement Company divided the property along the south side of Somerset Street 

into building lots and apportioned them among the members, "each to receive a separate deed for their 

lot." The north side of the street still was reserved for manufacturing. [TET 1/24/1902] 

 

While there is information on the H. A. Smith company and a couple other smaller concerns along 

Somerset Street, very little additional information on the development of the Factory Inducement 

Company and its eventual termination is available, and only in glimpses from newspaper clippings: 

 

• In 1917, Hopewell Borough reported that it could not accept [unidentified] land donated by the 

Factory Inducement Company. [HH 6/13/1917] 

• In 1921, the Factory Inducement Company advertised that Somerset street still was a private drive, 

and not for public use. [HH 11/27/1946] 

• The Factory Inducement Company grounds was used through at least 1921 for events including the 

circus and gun club shooting matches. 

• In 1946, Hopewell Borough advertised the sale of a [unknown] Factory Inducement Company lot for 

taxes ($12.13). [HH 11/27/1946] 

• In 1953, Hopewell Borough advertised the public sale of the last five lots on the south east end of 

Somerset street for a minimum of $350. [HH 1/7/1953] 
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H. A. Smith / Rockwell (1900) 

The first recorded development from the Factory Inducement Company was the construction of the 

Smith Novelty Company machine shop, approximately 400 feet east of the shed by the Tomato Factory. 

The two-story shop building also had a two-story dwelling next to it. [Sanborn 1902] 

 

Hugh A. Smith came to Hopewell in 1900, and founded the Smith company that was later merged into 

Rockwell. Smith went on to serve on the borough council, and was twice elected mayor. He later 

donated his residence at 28 East Broad Street for the use of the Hopewell Public Library and Museum, 

which continues to be the home of The Hopewell Museum. (For more, see the History Brief on 57 

Hamilton Ave, - Smith / Rockwell / Kooltronic.) 

 

In April 1901, the Smith Novelty Company (predecessor to Rockwell) awarded the contract to build a 

factory at "the old brick yard." [HH 4/22/1901] The Smith building was completed in May, and was 

reported to have been "erected by the Hopewell Factory Inducement Company for the use of the Smith 

Novelty Company." [TET 5/24/1901] 

 

Around 1903, the company built a factory building across Somerset Street from the current 

manufacturing facility (in the area of the current parking lot). This was originally two stories, and then 

added a third floor in 1910. 

 

In 1927, the renamed Smith Manufacturing Company moved across the street from the original factory 

and built the first part of the current facility, along the south side of Somerset Street at the corner of 

Hamilton Avenue. This was a long one-story manufacturing building made of brick and steel that faced 

the current parking lot. After numerous expansions through Rockwell (1945) and Kooltronic (1975 - 

1999), the original building still is part of the much larger facility that still stands at the site. 

 

The original factory buildings on the north side of Somerset were leased to other manufacturers in the 

1920s, and were later replaced by a parking lot with smaller buildings, which have since been removed. 

 

 

1927 - Somerset Street - West of Beden Brook tributary 

 

- Parking Lot  

 - Location of the original Smith Novelty factory (1900) 

 - Leased to other companies 

 - Replaced by smaller out buildings 

 - Buildings eventually removed 

 

- Shed (twine)  

 - Shed / store house in early maps 

 - Fire house for Rockwell Engine Co. No. 1 (1954 - 1968) 

 - Now twine gift shop. 
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Rockwell Site / Fire Department (1960s) 

In 1929, at the start of the Great Depression, Smith Manufacturing was purchased by the Pittsburgh 

Equitable Meter Company and reorganized under the new name of the H. A. Smith Machine Company. 

In 1945 the plant became the Hopewell Division of the Rockwell Manufacturing Company. 

 

This c. 1962 aerial shows the Rockwell plant and the parking lot across the street next to the railroad 

tracks, with several outbuildings (now gone). The Rockwell pond is across the stream in the top right, 

and a small shed is on the left next to the parking lot. 

 

c. 1962 - Rockwell Aerial  [THM, n/d]  (dated by autos in photo) 

 
 

The shed, now 8 Somerset Street, appears in the 1902 to 1927 Sanborn maps, also identified as a stock 

shed. It later was used as the fire house for Rockwell Engine Co. No. 1 (1954 - 1968), and was used by 

the Princeton Doll and Toy Museum in the 2000s, and currently is the twine store. 
 

 

Rockwell Engine Company  c. 1954 [HFD]

 

twine Gift Shop 2020 [DD] 
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Rockwell Skating Pond (<1950s - 1970s) 

The Rockwell ice skating pond was just east of the parking lot and stream on the north side of Somerset 

Street, below the railroad tracks. During multiple periods from around 1910 the community organized 

the use of this area as a skating pond for children. Herbert Rockwell installed a dam to flood the area 

and installed lighting, and the Fire Department built up the surface of the ice. The pond was revived in 

1950, and apparently lasted into the 1970s. [HH 12/27/1950] 

 

1961 - Skating on Rockwell Pond 

Brook to left, train tracks behind  [JMC] 

  

1964 - "Billboard Painted 1964"  

Rockwell sign facing railroad tracks 

between pond and Somerset St.  [THM] 

 

 

 

 

Hopewell Bobbin and Spool Company (1903 - 1904) 

One early result of the Factory Inducement Company was the 

construction of a factory for the Hopewell Bobbin and Spool Company, 

which went into operation and then soon burned down and went out 

of business. 

 

The story began with the creation of the Mercer Factory Association 

Limited in June 1903, a stock/subscriber company with local investors 

that financed the construction of a large frame factory building "to be 

used by F. S. Sernberger & Company as a bobbin and spool works." 

[TET 12/29/1903]  

 

The Hopewell Bobbin and Spool Company began operations in August 

1904. Later that month local barber Harry Cox injured his hand in a 

circular saw. [HH 8/28/1904] 

 

The building was destroyed by a fire "of supposed incendiary origin" 

only a month later in September 1904. The loss was reported as 

"about $10,000, covered by insurance." [Clip TET 19/28/1904] 

However, there were no further reports of this business in the newspapers. 

 

In the newspapers, the Mercer Factory Association was described as "Hopewell's improvement 

company," which also had two other adjunct buildings. But there are no further references to it. 

[276]



Hopewell History Street Brief  ≡ Somerset Street ≡ 

 

Hopewell Valley History Project 11 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

Whitehead Ice Cream /  E. B. Coy Wood Working (1910s - 1920s) 

In the 1910s and 1920s there were two businesses across the 

street from each other just on the east side of the Beden Brook 

stream - the Whitehead Ice Cream Factory on the south side and E. 

B. Coy Manufacturing Co. Wood Working on the north side. These 

are mainly known from the Sanborn maps - the two buildings 

appear in the 1912 map, but are shown as vacant in the 1927 and 

1935 maps. 

 

Edward R. Whitehead had a general store and restaurant at 19 

Blackwell Avenue, and also manufactured ice cream. His father, 

John L. Whitehead, opened the general store in 1894, added a 

restaurant, and continued to operate it until his retirement in 

1904, when his son continued the business. [HH 3/7/1934]. The 

store then continued into the 1950s. 

 

In 1914, the Factory Inducement Company sold land for "for a nominal 

consideration" to E. R. Whitehead, "who planned an addition to his ice 

cream making plant." [TET 5/10/1914] Whitehead continued to advertise 

his ice cream business into the 1920s. [Clip HH 2/24/1926]  

 

Other Companies (1920s - 1930s) 

Other companies were briefly mentioned in the newspapers as planning or building sites along Somerset 

Street, but no further record of these has been found: 

• A "gas meter factory from Philadelphia" (1901) - Planned to "erect brick 

building costing $8,000" and employ "nearly 100 hands" on land donated 

by the Factory Inducement Company. [HH 9/12/1901] 

• Trenton Patent Manufacturing Co. (1920) - Moving from Trenton, and 

rented the former H. A. Smith Manufacturing Co. building on Somerset 

street, before moving into their larger factory building. [HH 9/1/1920] 

• Inter-State Safety Manufacturing (1925) - Moving from Norristown, Pa. 

to occupy the building next to the H. A. Smith Manufacturing Co. on 

Somerset; was in negotiations with the local Business League. [HH 7/1/1925] 

• Clear Clean Cloth Co. (1929) - New firm incorporated, on Somerset Street. A. H. Smith one of the 

shareholders. [TET 8/14/1929] The product was advertised at the Flemington Fair that summer. [Clip 

TET 8/28/1929] 

 

Hopewell Borough Dump (1940s) 

In 1950, the newspaper reported that the former Hopewell Borough 

dump site [somewhere] on Somerset Street near Rockwell was being 

closed, in favor of a new dump shared with Hopewell Township near 

Marshalls Corner.  

 

Herbert S. Rockwell had permitted Borough use of the site as a dump 

"for a number of years." [Clip HH 6/14/1950] 
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Valley Oil (1970s) 

In 1970, J. B. Hill sold its oil business to Valley Oil, founded by David Bregenzer Sr. and Donald Terhune, 

previously with Nassau Oil. After initially running its business from the J. B. Hill location for a couple 

years, Valley Oil moved to its present location at the end of Somerset Street (#54), starting in a mobile 

home before constructing the present building and moving the tanks by the mid 1970s. (For more, see 

the History Brief on 43 Railroad Place, J. B. Hill & Sons.) 

 

Valley Oil actually purchased the entire north side of Somerset from Rockwell, east of the stream. When 

they were clearing the land for construction in the early 1970s, they filled in the then-overgrown pond 

and levelled the land. By that time, the property had no buildings and no foundations, but did have 

evidence of use for dumping. Later when Hopewell installed sewers, Valley Oil allowed the contractor to 

dump the excavated dirt along its property on the north side of Somerset Street, which continues to be 

raised today.  [Information from Dave Bregenzer, Jr.] 

 

 

Contamination and Remediation (1990s) 

Beginning around 1991, site sampling found that the soil around the Rockwell site was impacted with 

volatile organic compounds, metals, and radium. Starting in 1999, Rockwell International removed 

approximately 12,300 tons of contaminated soil. Later, the 

remaining houses on the south side of Somerset St., then vacant, 

also were demolished. Monitoring and reporting on the site, and 

adjacent properties, continues to the present day. 

 

Around 2006, a "pump-and-treat" system was installed in a building 

on the south side of Somerset Street to extract, treat, and 

discharge groundwater. This process is expected to continue for 

many years. [Photo 2020 - Treatment building] 

 

As a result, there is no remaining physical evidence of the historical use of Somerset Street on the east 

side beyond the Beden Brook stream - not buildings or even in the earth. The south side was demolished 

and the earth removed, and the north side was leveled and covered with dirt from around the town.  

[Photo 2020] 

 

 
View east down current empty Somerset Street [DD 2020] 
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- 1887 Hopewell panoramic aerial map by T. M. Fowler 

- 1902, 1912, 1927, 1937 Sanborn fire maps of Hopewell Borough 

 

Newspapers 

[HH] - Hopewell Herald newspaper (through 1955) 

[TET] - Trenton Evening Times newspaper 
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Hopewell Valley History Project  HopewellHistoryProject.org 

Part 2 - Hopewell Organizations and Places 

 

Organization Briefs  

 The Hopewell Public Library (1914)  

 Hopewell Boro Fire Companies (1877) 

 Hopewell Boro Veterans Organizations: American Legion and G.A.R (1887) 

 West Broad & Louellen - Hopewell Presbyterian Church (1877)  

 69 Columbia - Second Calvary Baptist Church (1959)  

 

East Broad / Seminary / Greenwood Briefs  

 East Broad / Seminary / Greenwood – Tour Handout (2022) 

 East Broad / Seminary / Greenwood – Street Brief (2022) 

 10 East Broad / Blackwell - Soupe du Jour (1972) 

 15 East Broad - Hopewell Inn (c1878) 

 21 East Broad - Groceries / Cox Barber / Restaurants 

 Seminary Ave. - Street Brief (2022) 

 6 Seminary - Harry L. Cox, Barber (1906) 

 Seminary Ave. / Hopewell Borough Barbers (1890s) 

 

Hopewell Business & Town Briefs  

 18 Burton - Stair / Toy Factory (1897) 

 Hoproco Tin Toys (1920s) 

 The Historic Village of Mount Rose (1820s) 
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The Hopewell Public Library (1914) 
 

Rev. 5/9/2020 x - D. & C. Dixon - Typos, Sanborn Maps, Hopewell Library Company 

 

The Hopewell Free Public Library first opened in April 1914, and traveled through several other locations 

(including combining and later splitting with the Hopewell Museum), before settling at its current site in 

1965. 

 
 

 

 

 
March 18, 1914 

Hopewell Free Public Library Opens 

 

(64 West Broad at corner of Mercer, now private) 

Joseph Harrison harness shop (#14) 

[Hopewell, N. J. map, T. M. Fowler, 1887  

(cropped, with annotations)] 

March 15, 1915 

Library Moves to Fireman's Hall 

 

(15 Seminary, now private) 

Second floor, above Fire Department 

[Trenton Sunday Times, Dec. 12, 1915] 

 

 

 

  

Jan. 22, 1925 

Library Moves to Stout / Smith House 

Combined Public Library and Museum 

  

(28 East Broad, now Hopewell Museum) 

[postcard, with "Free Public Library" sign] 

February 13, 1965  

Library Moves to National Bank Building 
 

 (13 East Broad) 
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The Hopewell Public Library has a busy history in Hopewell Borough, starting in 1914 as the Hopewell 

Free Public Library. The saga includes four locations in town, multiple purchases of the same building, 

and combining with and splitting off from the Hopewell Museum. 

 

This is an illustrated history of the development of the public library in Hopewell Borough. It starts with 

other approaches to libraries in town, and then includes a chronology of the library organizations and 

associated buildings, plus historic images (photos and extracts from maps) and selected quotes from 

associated sources. 

 

This is an evolving document as more information is discovered. The information provided is based on 

the referenced sources. We welcome your feedback and new discoveries at HopewellHistoryProject.org. 

 

       
 

Contents 

 

Quick Reference: Hopewell Public Library Sites (1914 - 1965) .................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 
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Sources .................................................................................................................................................... 15 

Thanks ..................................................................................................................................................... 15 
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Libraries in Hopewell in the 1800s and Early 1900s 

There are several tantalizing references to libraries in Hopewell Borough before 1914, but not much is 

known of them, beyond what is listed here. 

A Library in Pennington (1802)  

An 1802 list of libraries in Hunterdon County (which then included Hopewell) reported a library in 

Pennington, run by "Achilles Wilson". 

 

"In 1802 several libraries were in existence. At Trenton, Elliott Howell, Librarian; Pennington, Achilles 

Wilson, Librarian ; Ringos, David Bishop, Librarian ; Flemington, Asher Atkinson, Librarian. [1] 

 [1] From Collector's book of 1802 in possession of Peter Young at Ringos" 

[In The First Century Of Hunterdon County, State Of New Jersey, by George S. Mott, D. D. 

    Read before The New Jersey Historical Society, at Trenton, January 17th, 1878 

    Published in Proceedings of the New Jersey Historical Society, Second Series. Vol. V., No. 2., 1878.] 

 

"Hopewell Library Company" (1804) - Catalog of Books 

The Hopewell Museum has a pamphlet titled “Catalogue of Books Belonging to the Hopewell Library 

Company,” which was printed in Trenton by Sherman & Mershon in 1804. The pamphlet is 8 pages, with 

an alphabetical list of 191 books with the number of volumes and price.  

[HVHS Summer 2019] 

 

"Hopewell Library Company" [Pennington]  (May 6, 1806) - Incorporation 

The Hopewell Museum has a copy of the incorporation record for the "Hopewell Library Company," 

which was dated May 5, 1930, and signed by County Clerk, Charles Lloyd Fell. The incorporation was 

recorded on May 6, 1806, in Volume 1, page 116, of Special Deeds for Hunterdon County. "Pennington" 

is handwritten In the margin. 

The list of trustees are Pennington names, also associated with Achilles Wilson, who was associated with 

the 1802 library reference: Jos. Rue, Nath. Temple, Ephraim Woolsey, J.T. Blackwell and John Carpenter. 

[HVHS Summer 2019] 

 

"Hopewell Columbian Library Company" (May 10, 1806) - [Re-]Incorporation 

The Hopewell Public Library has a framed document from 1806 in which the trustees of the [then 

existing] Hopewell Library Company changed its name to "Hopewell Columbian Library Company." The 

document gives the address as Columbia, in Hopewell Township, in Hunterdon County, which seems to 

indicate that they were based in what was then Columbia (now Hopewell Borough).  

The list of trustees appear to be Hopewell names: David Stout, Cornelious Larison, John Stout, Jonas 

Wikoff, David Stout Jr. 

- The Hopewell Museum was donated a copy of this document [HH 4/18/1930, in HVHS Fall 2005] 

- The Hopewell Museum was donated 5 books from this library, published 1793-1811 [HH 5/15/42] 
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Statement from New Jersey Public Record Office, 

presented to the library, April 14, 1930  [HPL] 

 

Photostat of original charter of the  

Hopewell Columbian Library Company, 

incorporated May 10, 1806  [HPL] 

 

"We whose marks are here unto subscribed being duly chosen trustees at general meeting of the 

Hopewell Library  Company, according to law, do hereby take upon us the name of the "Hopewell 

Columbian Library Company". Witness our hands and seals the tenth day of May anti. dom. 1806. Done 

at Columbia Hopewell Township Hunterdon County State of New Jersey. 

/s/ David Stout, Cornelious Larison, John Stout, Jonas Wikoff, David Stout junior" 

[Transcribed as possible from handwritten original] 
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Mrs. Carter Library - 15 E Broad at Seminary [Hopewell Bistro]  (by 1887) 

The 1887 Fowler map of Hopewell shows "Mrs. M. A. Carter, Library and Fancy Goods" in the building at 

the corner of East Broad and Seminary (15 E Broad, apparently rebuilt as the Central Hotel and now the 

Hopewell Bistro).  

 

Nothing more is known of this; [HAHG 1990] lists it as the first public library in Hopewell. (The earlier 

1875 Mercer Atlas map by Everts and Stewart shows the location as "home of Mrs. C. Riley." The later 

1890 Scarlett & Scarlett Fire Map shows a small building at the corner with "Bakery" building behind. 

Then the 1902 Sanborn Fire Map shows a larger building as the "Central Hotel.") 

 

 

"Mrs. M. A. Carter, Library and Fancy Goods" (#5)  

at corner of E Broad and Seminary 

(15 E Broad, now Hopewell Bistro) 

 

[Hopewell, New Jersey map, T. M. Fowler, 1887 

    (cropped, with annotations)] 

 

 

 

New Jersey Circulating / Traveling Libraries - Grange 

There are multiple references to "circulating libraries" around the area in the 1800's and into the 1900's. 

These were state efforts to loan books to municipalities to reach lightly populated regions. The Grange 

was coordinating this effort in Hopewell. 

 

By 1901 the principal of the Hopewell public school decried the lack of any library in town. The town had 

moved the public school to 12-14 Model Avenue near Greenwood in 1888, and was preparing to found a 

high school in 1906: "Four years ago about 160 books were received from the Hopewell Circulating 

Library and this constitutes almost entirely the school library. ... When it is remembered that there is no 

library in town except the Sunday School libraries it will be seen what a great advantage a good school 

library will be to the children. - Miles D. Wagner, Principal" [HH Sep 11, 1901] 

 

"The second library to serve Hopewell seems to have been a traveling library organized by the Hopewell 

Grange. Even less is known about this library, which is mentioned in a newspaper article dated February 

4, 1914, and found in Ms. Weart’s scrapbook. The article states that the New Jersey Public Library 

Commission supplied books to the grange for its traveling library, which served the outlying districts of 

Hopewell. ... [When the Hopewell Free Public Library was organized] The Hopewell Grange was 

concerned that the state would only give money to support one library in Hopewell. However, Miss 

Askew [of the state Public Library Commission] assured them that this was not the case, since the new 

library would serve the needs of the borough and the grange would serve the needs of the countryside." 

[HVHS Fall 2005] 
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The Tabard Inn Library - Hopewell Cash Market 

There were also commercial ventures for distributing books to eager readers in the United States during 

the early 20th century. For example, the Hopewell Herald in 1909 contained advertisements for the 

Hopewell Cash Market of W. J. Braunworth, Hopewell, N.J ("High Grade Goods. Lowest Prices").  These 

advertisements included the expected market goods - vegetables and fruits, tea and coffee, flour, 

newspapers and magazines - plus a for-profit membership lending library:  

"Join the Tabard Inn Library and get good reading at a small cost." [Hopewell Herald, June 30 1909] 

 

"An early holiday suggestion - Why buy a book for an Xmas gift when a life membership certificate in the 

Booklovers library will give unlimited reading for 3 months for what one book would cost. 

"Hopewell agency for Booklovers and Tabard Inn libraries, up-to-date books rented on our 2c a day 

plan." [Hopewell Cash Market ad, Hopewell Herald, Nov. 30, 1910] 

 

 

   

 
"The Tabard Inn Library" 

advertisement with bookcase illustration 

[Minneapolis Journal, September 09, 1904 (LOC)] 

 

"Hopewell Cash Market" / "Join the Tabard Inn Library" 

      [Hopewell Herald, June 30 1909] 

  

As described by LibraryHistoryBuff.org: 

"The Tabard Inn Library was a for-profit membership library founded in 1902 by Seymour Eaton. It was 

administered by the Booklovers Library, another Eaton enterprise." 

 

"After paying a life membership fee of $3.00, members could purchase the book checks or exchange 

tickets for 25 cents for six or one dollar for twenty-five. The member then dropped one of the book 

checks into a compartment on a special revolving bookcase at the Tabard Inn Library Station to 

exchange one book. The stations were located in drug stores and other commercial establishments 

throughout the United States." 

 

"The bookcases held 120 books which were to be changed from a central location every week.  A 

member deposited five cents in a compartment in the bookcase (see left) to exchange a book. The 

carved message around the top of the bookcase reads 'The Best Reading Rooms In the United States Are 

the Homes of the American People'." 

[287]



Hopewell History Brief  ≡ Hopewell Public Library ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 7 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

Hopewell Free Public Library Founded - 64 W Broad at Mercer (March 18, 1914) 

The Roundabout Club led an effort and contributed funding to establish the Hopewell Free Public Library 

in 1914. The library was opened in March 1914 in the former harness shop of Joseph Harrison on West 

Broad at Mercer (64 W Broad, now private home). 

 

April 25, 1889 Meeting at Dr. J. A. Miller to organize "Lawn Tennis and Social Club". 

Jan. 10, 1890 Named Roundabout Club because of habit of meeting roundabout homes of members. 

Nov. 1913 Committee from club consulted State Library Commission. 

Dec. 13, 1913 Committee authorized to canvass for members money and books available for purpose. 

Jan. 10, 1914 Meeting in Grange Hall to organize Free Public Library Association. 

Jan. 16, 1914 Board of Trustees appoint Miss Eleanor Weart librarian. 

Mar. 18, 1914 Library open for inspection in Mr. Harrison's office. 

Mar. 21, 1914 Open for business with 600 volumes. 

 - [Library Chronology, Weart 1946] 

 

 

 

"J. H. Harrison, Harnesses" (#14), 

on W Broad at corner of Mercer 

[Hopewell, N. J. map, T. M. Fowler, 1887 

(cropped, with annotations)] 

"Harness" shop on W Broad at corner of Mercer 

[Sanborn Fire Map of Hopewell, N.  J., 1902] 

 

 

   

"The Hopewell Free Public Library is now established in the Harrison building. The association has 

collected more than $500 for books and magazines which, with the books loaned by the State Library 

Commission, will give a good collection."  [Trenton Times, March 01, 1914] 

 

"The library opened in the old Joe Harrison harness shop near Grange Hall on Mercer Street. The books 

were kept in the glass cases where Joe exhibited his finest harnesses." [Trenton Evening Times, c1949] 

 

"In March 1914, John Armstrong painted a sign for the front of the library which was then located in his 

grandfather's harness shop on the corner of Broad and Mercer streets."   

[Hopewell Herald, Oct. 17, 1923] 

 

"Large Attendance at Hopewell Library 

Hopewell, March 21 - The Free Public Library was opened Wednesday in the Harrison building. 

The attendance and interest shown by the townspeople guarantee the support of the proposition. 

The library is being managed by the Hopewell Free Public Library Association. 

Miss Eleanor Weart is librarian and Miss Margaret Bond assistant."  [Tr Times, Mar 22, 1914] 

[Paper published Sun., March 22, 1914, article dated Sat. March 21, so opening was Wed. March 18] 
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About the harness shop and adjacent structures: 

"Blackwell House / Harness Shop, 64 West Broad Street 

The original c. 1865 building was (in 1875) a harness shop owned by B. Blackwell. The c. 1880 expansion 

added a residential unit to the earlier commercial structure -- further expansion occurred c. 1905. The 

commercial section of the building continued to serve as a harness shop into the 20th century." [SS 

1984] 

 

Adjacent structures on maps: 

- 66 W Broad (toward Louellen) - "...was the site of the B. H. Leigh Wheelwright Shop, but by 1887 a 2 

story flat-roofed dwelling had been erected here." [SS 1984] 

- 2-6 Mercer (#12, now Franco's Pizza) - "J. H. Piggott Agricultural Implements" 

- 12-14 Mercer (#13, now Shulte Restorations, formerly Grange hall) - "Hopewell Herald" 
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Hopewell Free Public Library Moves to Fireman's Hall - 15 Seminary (March 15, 1915) 

One year after opening, on March 15, 1915, the Free Public Library moved to Fireman's Hall (15 

Seminary). The library used the second floor. The building was used by a Hopewell fire company before 

the local companies consolidated in Columbia Hall. During this time, it was also used by the borough as 

an election polling site.  

 

The library became tax supported in 1917. "The first of January the Free Public Library passed from the 

hands of the Library Association and was placed under borough control." [HH, Jan 24, 1917]  As of 

October 1916, with a Borough population of 1,200, the library had 680 active patrons and owned more 

than 1,300 books, and had circulated 10,127 books over the past year. [Trenton Times, Oct. 22, 1916]. 

 

  

"Hopewell Free Public Library"  

(front / street side - sign on ground) 

[Trenton Sunday Times, Dec. 12, 1915] 

"First Chemical engine at Seminary Avenue  

Fire House" (c 1911)  (north side) 

[Hopewell Fire Department 75th Anniv., 1986] 

 

Identified as “To Be Fire Station" at 15 Seminary  

[Sanborn Fire Map, 1912] 

 

"Mar. 15, 1915 - Moved to Fireman's Hall  

(Next to Schanck's Market)."  

[Library Chronology, Weart 1946] 

 

"In the spring of 1915 through the kindness of the Business Men's League and the fire department, the 

library was moved from Mercer street to its present quarters on Seminary avenue. The work was 

accomplished by little boys with their express wagons." [Hopewell Herald, Oct. 17, 1923] 

 

"The library is conveniently located on the second floor of Firemen's Hall on Seminary Avenue, which is 

near the center of the town and the room is given to the association rent free, by the firemen." 

[Trenton Evening Times, Dec. 12, 1915] 

 

"The building is expected to be made a community centre, since the building is used practically by town 

organizations. The lower floor is used by the fire department and the upper floor is used for the library, 

Borough Council for its meetings, the Business Men's League and the Welfare League. It is expected at 

the close of the war a move will be started to have created a municipal building which can be used by all 

organizations working for the welfare of the town."  [Trenton Evening Times, Monday, Jan 13, 1918] 
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Library Week - Fund Raising for Combined Public Library & Museum (1921) 

In May 1921 the Hopewell Free Public Library, still housed in Fireman’s Hall on Seminary Avenue, 

organized a major Library Week event to raise funds for a new larger building that could accommodate 

its growing collection of reading material, plus museum space for the increasing displays of historical 

antiquities donated to the Library.  A week-long celebration, "Help Hopewell Honor Her Heroes," was 

planned. 

  

Over a hundred townspeople took part in two performances at Columbia Hall (at the Hopewell Theater 

site) in "The Masque Of Hopewell - an Historical Pageant." The participants included many descendants 

of the original characters. 

 

 

 
 

Library Week, May 21 - 30, 1921 - program booklet 

 

For the purpose of raising funds to erect at Hopewell, N. J. 

A Library and a Museum in Memory of Our Pioneers and Heroes 

Slogan: "Help Hopewell Honor Her Heroes"  [HPL] 

 

The pageant covered Hopewell history, starting with native tribes at Minnepenasson and the Stout 

family, and then stepping through glimpses of Isaac Eaton, Revolutionary call to arms, John Hart, George 

Washington, Lafayette, the Frog War, and the Centennial.  The presentation also had a tableau with Civil 

War and WW [I] veterans, and John Robinson who came North via the Underground Railroad. It ended 

with an Appeal To Knowledge: "In books, ye talk with sages, and walk with kings." 

  

Throughout the week the library was open to view the antique exhibits, with tea each afternoon at 4:00 

pm.  There was an information booth, an outdoor quilt and coverlet exhibition, a Colonial Supper, 

moving pictures (Daddy Long Legs!), bake sale, and Memorial Day Exercises that included a baseball 

game, refreshments, and evening festival and bazaar. 

 

"The rapid growth of the library has made a new and larger building an imperative necessity. In 1921 

several collections of Colonial records and antiques; notably that of Miss Sarah D. Stout were offered to 

the library, provided a suitable fireproof building be erected for them. The Trustees having accepted the 

offers, and finding the people of Hopewell appreciative, and with their friends and relatives far and near 

interested in the enterprise, have set aside the last week in May as Library Week." [LW 1921] 
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Hopewell Free Public Library and Museum Association (1922) 

The Hopewell Free Public Library and Museum Funding and Building Association was incorporated in 

February 1922, separate from the library, to solicit funds for a combined library and museum. This 

resulted in extensive public discussion on the alternatives for housing the library's books and its growing 

collection of artifacts. 

 

In March 1922 the association purchased the old National Bank building (13 E Broad) for $6000. In 

December 1922 there was public discussion about the possibility of enlarging the building with an 

addition. 

 

Then in October 1923 Hugh A. Smith (the former mayor) published an open letter offering to sell his 

residence (the Stout House, 28 E Broad) for the library / museum. Smith also offered to take ownership 

of the old National Bank building (13 E Broad) as part of the purchase. 

 

The Association did buy the Stout / Smith building in April 1924, and the museum took residence soon 

thereafter and the library January 1925 (see next). The debt from the purchase was paid off in May 1926 

though the generosity of Edward Updyke of Omaha, Nebraska, husband to Mary Stout Updyke, the 

sister of Miss Sarah D. Stout, whose original donation spurred the need for a museum. The Association's 

name was formally changed to Hopewell Museum in 1961 [MC Clerk, 1962]. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
"Hopewell Post Office" (13 E Broad) 

[Trenton Evening Times, March 26, 1922] 

"Home of Hugh A. Smith" (28 E Broad) 

[Trenton Evening Times, Oct. 21, 1923] 
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Funding details: 

"In February, 1922, to comply with the library laws of New Jersey, the library soliciting committee 

appointed by the library trustees became incorporated as a non-remunerative corporation under the 

name of The Hopewell Free Public Library and Museum Funding and Building Association. In March, 

1922, they bought of George E. Pierson, John N. Race and Dr. T. A. Pierson, the old bank building, the 

price which was made to the association being $6,000. The building is now occupied by the telephone 

company and the post office. The rents from these tenants have paid the Interest on the mortgage of 

$4,000, the taxes, insurance and all running expenses, $2,000 having been paid down on the property at 

the time of the purchase." 

[Trenton Evening Times, Oct. 17, 1923] 

 

"An Open Letter 

To the Library Publicity Committee, Hopewell, N. J.: 

To every interested person in the Hopewell Fee Library: 

I am interested in the Free Public Library and agree with others that the present owned building is too 

small for the library and its historical collections, and agree to sell my property on Broad street for 

$16,000.00 which can be used immediately. I am open to two propositions: First, I will take a first 

mortgage of $6,000.00 and the present owned Free Public Library could be disposed of to pay the 

balance of which I will contribute $1,000 and my son, Alfred, will contribute $500.00. Second: I will take 

over the present owned building at what the library paid for it, namely $6,0000. I will also take a first 

mortgage of $8,000. On the balance I will contribute $1,000 and Alfred will contribute $500.00. 

I will keep the above propositions open for thirty days. 

Signed,  

H. A. Smith"  

[Hopewell Herald, Oct 10 1923] 

 

"Through the generosity of Edward Updyke of Omaha, Nebraska, ... the two mortgages against the 

Library Museum building, amounting to $6,600, have been paid off. 

This debt is paid off in the memory of Mr. Updyke's wife, Mary Stout Updyke, ..., as it was her wish to 

see the Hopewell Free Public Library and Museum Funding and Building Association housed in a 

property free of debt. Mrs. Updyke was a sister of Miss Sarah D. Stout and J. Hervey Stout, of this place, 

who left the Stout relics to begin a museum collection here which has been a delight to the townspeople 

and visitors who have viewed the exhibition rooms. .... 

The Smith property, which now shelters the museum articles and the Hopewell Free Public Library, was 

bought by the Funding and Building Association about two years ago. The indebtedness had been paid 

to the extent of about $1,200 prior to the present fine sum, which clears it of all debt." 

[Trenton Evening Times, May 23 1926] 
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Combined Public Library & Museum Moves to Stout House - 28 E Broad (Jan. 22, 1925) 

The current Hopewell Museum building was built as a residence for Randolph Stout in 1877. It was 

purchased from his estate by Hugh A. Smith (the former mayor) in 1906. 

 

After extensive public discussion of Smith's offer to sell the building, the Funding and Building 

Association, purchased it in April 1924 for the combined use of the library and museum. The museum 

moved in immediately. The west side of the first floor was walled off to provide a dedicated space for 

the library. The Hopewell Free Public Library moved to the building in January 22, 1925. [Trustee 

minutes, Feb. 13, 1925] 

 

  

"Residence of H. A. Smith" (28 E Broad) 

[1909 Hopewell N.J., Fry & Whitehead, 1909] 

"Public Library and Museum, in Memory of  

Our Pioneers and Heroes - Hopewell, N. J." 

[postcard 1940 (note added front porch)] 

 

"Resolved - That the work of shelving and petitioning off has made the two rooms, on the first floor, 

west side of the building, at No. 28 East Broad street, private from the other rooms of the building, and 

amply adequate for Library purposes." [Trustees minutes, Jan. 17, 1925] 

The Stout House 

"Randolph Stout House (Hopewell Museum), East Broad Street 

2½ story, 3 bay masonry Second Empire structure built in 1877. 

...It was initially associated with a lumber yard formerly sited on the lot to the west. This lumber yard 

was removed during the 1890s. In 1924 the former Stout house became the home of the Hopewell 

Museum and the borough's public library (the library was moved elsewhere in 1965)." [SS 1985] 

 

April 26, 1906 - Purchased by Hugh A. Smith from Carrie W. Stout, Executrix [MCD 288 273] 

April 8, 1924 – Purchased by the Hopewell Free Public Library and Museum Funding and Building 

Association from Hugh A. Smith and Charlotte M. Smith [MCD 534 343] 

 

"Mr. Abbott and family are now occupying the second floor as tenants and caretakers. ... Old Hopewell 

is to be congratulated upon having such a home for its most valuable educational center..."  

[Hopewell Herald, Wed, April 16, 1924] 

 

 

 

 

“Free Public Library” 

 (extended front porch) 

[Sanborn 1927] 

Residence, original  front) 

 [Sanborn 1902 (& 1912)] 
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Hopewell Public Library Moves to National Bank building - 13 E Broad (Feb. 13, 1965) 

On Saturday, February 13, 1965 the Hopewell Public Library moved to its current location in the old 

Hopewell National Bank building (13 E Broad Street). The bank vault is still in the building, although its 

door has been removed. 

 

  

Hopewell Public Library today 

 

 

"Back in 1965, the library was moving to 13 E.  Broad St. and a February 18 story related that "the dream 

of many years came true in Hopewell last Saturday [Feb. 13] when the Free Public Library opened the 

door of its new headquarters. ... Only a few years before, the museum had become a separate 

organization supported by donations and the library dependent upon tax money and collections from its 

subscribers. Each has its own board of trustees. The quarters occupied by the library were rented from 

the museum with the rent paid by the borough."  [Hopewell Valley News, April 20, 1989] 

 

"Old Phone Building / Hopewell Borough's mayor and council plan to inspect the building on West Broad 

Street which housed the New Jersey Bell Telephone installation before the new dial system was put into 

operation last month. ... Councilman J. Neil Arrington read a letter from the Bell Telephone Company in 

which the building was appraised at $15,700. ... The possibility of housing the Hopewell Public Library in 

the building was discussed by the Council. Both the Library and the Hopewell Museum, they share the 

Museum Building, are in need of enlarged quarters.  [newspaper article] 

 

 
"Hopewell National Bank" (13 E Broad) 

[Healthful Historic Hopewell, Normer Gray, 1897] 

 
"Post Office" (13 E Broad) 

[Postcard (after 1914)] 
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The Many Lives of 13 East Broad Street (1890) 

The future home of the Hopewell Public Library (13 East Broad) was built for the Hopewell National 

Bank, which commenced business there March 17, 1890 [HH 7-20-1892]. The rear addition was built 

between 1902 and 1912 [Sanborn maps for 1902 and 1912]. The lot was originally purchased for $100 

[MCD 171 368]. 

 

In 1914 the National Bank was constructing a new larger building at the corner of East Broad and 

Greenwood (2 E Broad, formerly Cook's Block, now Dana), with a plan to use the old building as the 

town's new post office [HH Supplement, May 1914]. The building was then occupied by the post office 

and the telephone company (on the second floor). The Hopewell Savings and Loan Association also had 

offices there. 

 

 

 

Sources 

[HH] Hopewell Herald 

[TrTimes] Trenton Evening / Sunday Times 

 

[HwMus Web] The Hopewell Museum - website 

[HVHS] Hopewell Valley Historical Society Newsletter 

[Trustee minutes]  Journals of the library trustee meetings, at the HPL 

[MCD book / page] Mercer County Deeds, recorded by book and page 

 

1909 Hopewell NJ - Booklet / Fry & Whitehead (1909) 

[LibWeek 1921] Library Week pamphlet, "Help Hopewell Honor Her Heroes" (1921) 

[Weart 1946] "Hopewell Honors the Weart Sisters" program (1946) 

[SS 1984] Hopewell Site Survey / Cultural Resource Survey (1984) 

[FireDept 1986] Hopewell Fire Department 75th Anniversary Booklet, 1911 - 1986 (1986) 

[Gantz 1987]  Hopewell's Past / Betty Gantz (1987) 

[HAHG 1990]  Hopewell : A Historical Geography / Richard Hunter & Richard Porter (1990) 

 

Thanks 

Thanks for assistance from: the Hopewell Public Library, Bonita Grant / The Hopewell Museum, Rick 

Porter, Jack Davis, and Alantha Carter. Thanks also to the kindness of the contributors to the Hopewell 

History Project who provided some of the reference information and many of the images used here. 

“Bank”  

(with addition) 

[Sanborn 1912] 

“Bank” 

[Sanborn 1902] 
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Hopewell Public Library Timeline 

Date Event Source 

1806-05-10 "Hopewell Columbian Library Company" founded in Columbia, Hopewell 

Township, Hunterdon County 

NJ PRO 

1877 Randolph Stout House built (current Museum, 28 E Broad) SS 

1887 "Mrs. M. A. Carter, Library and Fancy Goods" at Broad & Seminary on 

Fowler map (15 E Broad, now Hopewell Bistro)  

1887 

Fowler 

1890-03-17 Hopewell National Bank opens at 13 East Broad, future site of Hopewell 

Public Library 

HH 

7/20/1892 

1906-04-26  Strout House purchased by Hugh A. Smith from Carrie W. Stout, executrix 

(current Museum, 28 E Broad) 

MCD  

288 273 

1914-01-10 [Roundabout Club] Meeting in Grange Hall (12-14 Mercer) to organize 

Free Public Library Association  

Wert 1946 

1914-03-18 Hopewell Free Public Library opens at Broad and Mercer in former 

harness shop of Joseph Harrison (64 West Broad). 600 volumes 

Wert 1946 

1914 Hopewell National Bank constructing new building at corner of E Broad 

and Greenwood (2 E Broad, formerly Cook's Block, now Dana) 

HH 5/1914 

1915 Hopewell Post Office replaces Hopewell National Bank at 13 East Broad 

Street 

 

1915-03-15 Hopewell Free Public Library moves to Fireman's Hall, 2nd floor (15 

Seminary, next to Schanck's Market). Children carry books in wagons 

Wert 1946 

1916-10 Hopewell Public Library had 680 active patrons, owned over 1,300 books, 

circulated 10,127 books over past year. Boro population 2000 

Tr Times 

10/22/1916 

1917-01-01 Hopewell Free Public Library becomes tax supported, under Borough 

control  

HH 

1/24/1917 

1921-05-21 Library Week fund raiser, including "The Masque Of Hopewell - an 

Historical Pageant" with 100 participants 

Pamphlet 

1922-02 Hopewell Free Public Library and Museum Funding and Building 

Association incorporated, separate from library, to solicit funds for 

combined library and museum 

Tr Times 

10/17/1923 

1922-03 Old National Bank building purchased by Library and Museum 

Association for $6000 (13 E Broad). Building occupied by post office and 

phone company (2nd floor)  

Tr Times 

10/17/1923 

1924-04-08 Strout House purchased by Library and Museum Association  

from Hugh A. and Charlotte M. Smith (current Museum, 28 E Broad) 

MCD  

534 343 

1924-04 Hopewell museum opens to visitors in Stout House (28 E Broad)  

1925-01-22 Hopewell Free Public Library moves to Stout House with museum 

(28 East Broad). Uses 2 rooms on west side ground floor. 

Trustee 

minutes 

1946-01 Hopewell Public Library has 10,837 volumes  Wert 1946 

1965-02-13 Hopewell Public Library moves to 13 E Broad (Hopewell National Bank) Newspaper 
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Hopewell Borough Fire Companies (1877) 
 

Rev. 7/22/2020 x  

 

History of the Hopewell Borough fire companies, and their fire houses. 

With information from Hopewell Fire Department Anniversary booklets, maps, and newspapers. 

 

 
Columbia Hall (S. Greenwood), 1897 

Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company  (1877) 

5/1877 - Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company formed 

Housed in building built on Broad next to Calvary 

Baptist Parsonage (before S. Greenwood cut through) 

8/1893 - Fire house destroyed in Behre's Hall fire 

1897 - Built Columbia Hall (5 South Greenwood) 

Trucks on 1st floor, community hall on 2nd floor 

7/1917 - Merged with Union Fire Company 
 

 
"Old Fire Co." [Union?], Sanborn 1912 

~1  Mercer Ave. (behind Hw. House) 

Union Fire Company (1885) 

3/1885 - Union Fire Company organized 

"Housed on property of Dr. Pierson" [?] 

1902, 1912 - Housed on Model Ave. [?] 

1916 - Bought lot on Model Ave. 

7/1917 - Merged with Hook & Ladder Company 

7/1921 - Union Hook & Ladder merged with Hopewell F.D. 
 

 
Seminary Ave. Fire House, c 1911 

 

Hopewell Fire Department (1911) 

4/1911 - Organized; Housed on Railroad Ave. 

1/1912 - New Fire House (15 Seminary Ave.) 

7/1921 - Union Hook & Ladder merged with Hopewell F.D. 

Moved to Columbia Hall (by 1927) 

c1941 - Moved to High School building (4-6 Columbia Ave.) 

Also became Borough Hall 

c2006 - Hopewell Borough Hall moved to 88 East Broad St. 

 
Columbia Ave. Firehouse, 1948 

 
Hopewell Fire Department building, 2020 

 

 
Rockwell Fire Brigade, c 1953 

Rockwell Fire Brigade (1953) 

c 1953 - Rockwell Mfg. Co. organizes Fire Brigade 

1968 - Old Number 1 returned to Hopewell Fire 

Department by Rockwell Industries 
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Contents 

       
 

Serious Hopewell Fires [Hw Herald 7/5/1950 & 5/27/1908]: 

- 5/1/1877 - Jonathan Blackwell's home - Lead to founding of Hook and Ladder 

- 7/31/1893 - Conrad Behre's Hall / hardware store 

- 8/31/1895 1905 - Dr. L. P. Hurley's Barn 

- 10/25/1895 - A. G. Fetter's Saw Mill 

- 9/6/1897 - E. D. Wood's Carriage Shop 

- 7/11/1899 - A. S. Cook's Block 

 

"In those days [1908], the fire trucks in Hopewell were hand drawn and they didn't go any farther than 

they had to. The first man at the house took the horn. No doubt he acted the same as a coxswain in a 

boat race. The next man arriving at the fire house took the trailer and guided the truck and handled 

the brakes if needed. The rest acted as horses. Really tough going."  [Hw Herald 5/20/1954] 

Contents 
Contents ........................................................................................................................................................ 2 

Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company .......................................................................................................... 3 

Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company (1877) - Broad at South Greenwood ........................................... 3 

Hopewell Hook and Ladder - Behre's Hall Fire (1893) .............................................................................. 4 

Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company (1895) - Columbia Hall, 5 S. Greenwood ..................................... 5 

Union Fire Company ..................................................................................................................................... 6 

Union Fire Company (1895) - Mercer Barns ............................................................................................. 6 

Maps - 2 Hopewell Fire Companies (1902 Sanborn) - Union and H&L .................................................... 6 

Hopewell Fires (1895 - 1906) .................................................................................................................... 7 

Hopewell Fire Department ........................................................................................................................... 8 

Hopewell Fire Department Organized (1911)  - 15 Seminary .................................................................. 8 

Maps - 3 Hopewell Fire Companies (1912 Sanborn) - Union, H&L, Fire Dept. ......................................... 9 

Photos - Hopewell Fire Dept. (c 1916) .................................................................................................... 10 

Hopewell Fire Company Mergers - Hook & Ladder Absorbs Union (1917) ............................................ 10 

Hopewell Fire Company Mergers - Fire Dept. w/ Union Hook & Ladder (1921) .................................... 11 

Maps - Hopewell Fire Dept. (1927 Sanborn) .......................................................................................... 11 

Hopewell Fire Dept. Moves to High School (1941) - 4-6 Columbia ........................................................ 12 

1950's & 1960's ...................................................................................................................................... 13 

Rockwell Fire Brigade .................................................................................................................................. 13 

Rockwell Fire Brigade (1948) .................................................................................................................. 13 

Current Day ................................................................................................................................................. 13 

References .................................................................................................................................................. 14 

Sources ................................................................................................................................................... 14 

Your Fire Department - History, Walter Benson [Hw Herald 1954] ....................................................... 15 

Summary Timeline .................................................................................................................................. 16 

 

[299]



Hopewell History Property Brief  ≡ Hopewell Boro Fire Companies ≡ 

  

Hopewell Valley History Project 3 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company  

Hook and Ladder was the first fire company in Hopewell Borough. 

Originally on Broad next to Calvary Baptist Parsonage (before South Greenwood).  

After Behre's Hall Fire, built and moved to Columbia Hall on South Greenwood. 

Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company (1877) - Broad at South Greenwood 

Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company was formed in 1877. 

Built firehouse on Broad next to Calvary Baptist Parsonage (before South Greenwood cut through).  

Firehouse destroyed in Behre's Hall fire. 

Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company No. 1 founded (1877) 

 - History by John M. Dalrymple [Hw Herald 5/27/1908] 

  Quoted in [Hw Herald 7/5/1950], Your Fire Department [Hw Herald 5/27/1954] 

- 1877-05-01 - Fire destroys residence of Jonathan V. Blackwell (later Charles A. Holcombe property) 

finest in Hopewell, built in 1857 by Titus Brothers of Trenton, cost $17,000, no ladders long enough to 

reach to fire [Fire 75th 1986] 

- 1877-05-25 - Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company No. 1 founded, first fire company [Fire 75th 1986]  

- 1877-12-20 - New fire truck arrives, housed in building erected by Hook and Ladder company on lot 

next to the Calvary Baptist Parsonage, owned by Charles Drake [Fire 75th 1986] 

 

 

- 1882 - "We have a hook and ladder company, but how well it is organized and equipped, how large the 

membership is, and how efficient would be its working force should a fire occur, we know not, as we 

have never seen the company out in full force, nor have we seen any practical exhibition of the skill and 

courage of its members."  [Hw Herald 2/8/1882] 

  

  

"Hook & Ladder" building - 1 story 

(just west of Calvary Baptist Parsonage) 

then "Drugs", "Plumber" 

(Across Broad [V] from Greenwood [H], 

before S. Greenwood cut through) 

 

[Scarlett 1890] [roated for readability] 
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Hopewell Hook and Ladder - Behre's Hall Fire (1893) 

Conrad Behre ran hardware store in 1992, across Broad from North Greenwood.  

South Greenwood not yet cut through, but some references to the name. 

H & L fire house is next to Calvary Baptist Parsonage (at entrance to S. Greenwood). 

Conrad Behre builds new hall in 1893 in same location.  

Behre's Hall burns down in July, along with H & L fire house, Calvary Baptist Parsonage. 

 

- 1889 - 1893 - H&L reported regularly in Hopewell Herald - Elections [Hw Herald 2/7/1889]  

 - Meeting [Hw Herald 1/4/1893] - Van Pelt fire [Hw Herald 6/1/1893] 

- 1892 - Behre Ads in Hw Herald - "Central Hardware Store", C. Behre & Co., "Opposite Greenwood Ave." 

- Jan. 1983 - Plans to build Hall - "C. Behre informs us that he proposes building a hall on his property 

now partially occupied by his hardware store, as soon as the weather will permit, in the spring. The hall 

is to be 42x95 feet in size, with gallery, and fitted up with stage, dressing rooms, etc. in modern style. He 

also will arrange to house the Hook & Ladder truck and other fire apparatus if the fire company so 

desires. Mr. Behre is to be commended for, and should be encouraged in his enterprise. A truck house 

we must have, and a hall we ought to have, and those of us who have had experience in such matters 

know it will be a deal easier to have an individual build them than to raise money by subscription. [Hw 

Herald 1/4/1893] 

- 1893-07-31 - Behre's Hall fire - Fire in the barn on the property of C. Behre, rear of his immense new 

hall. Too close to save Hook & Ladder Truck House. Parsonage of the Calvary Baptist Church, directly 

across Greenwood Ave. also lost [Fire 75th 1986] 

- "Fire in the barn on the property of C. Behre, in the rear of his immense new hall,  and between it and 

the Hook & Ladder Truck House, right in the center of town" [Hw Herald 8/3/1893], quoted 4/1/1954 

 

- 1893 - Hook and Ladder Fire Company purchases lot on Greenwood (5 S Greenwood) [Fire 75th 1986] 

- 3/3/1893 - "the trustees were ordered to purchase the lot on which the Colonial Playhouse now stands 

from Mrs. Drake for the sum of $250."  [Your Fire Department, Hw Herald, 4/1/1954] 

- Sept. 1983 - H&L Homeless - "Winter is rapidly approaching and the Hook & Ladder Co.'s truck  

 is still homeless."   [Hw Herald 9/14/1893] 

South Greenwood Opened (c 1900) 

- Greenwood opened up c. 1900  [Site Survey 1985] [Columbia Hall built 1897] 

- Not shown in 1887 Fowler or 1890 Scarlett map, does exist in 1902 Sanborn map 

- Mentioned in 1892 - Changes of residence: "Joseph Rinz from South to North Greenwood avenue."  

 [Hw Herald 4/13/1892] 

- 6-8 South Greenwood (south of Calvary Baptist Parsonage) shown in 1890, 1902, etc. maps, 

 so possibly path between Parsonage & H&L called " South Greenwood" [?] 

 

  

 

South Greenwood entrance (before opened) 

 

- H & L next to Parsonage on Broad 

- 6-8 S. Greenwood south of Parsonage 

 

[Scarlett 1890] 
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Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company (1895) - Columbia Hall, 5 S. Greenwood 

Hook and Ladder bought the Columbia Hall property in early 1896 (on South Greenwood) 

Built and moved to Columbia Hall on South Greenwood 1897. 

Building had fire company on first floor, large hall for public events on second floor. 

Later occupied by Hopewell Fire Dept. after merger with H&L and Union. 

Building replaced by current theater c. 1939, Fire Dept. moved to High School building by 1941. 

 

Columbia Hall Firehouse (1895) - 5 South Greenwood 

 

 

Columbia Hall, 5 S. Greenwood, 1897 

"Our fire department is housed in its own commodious 

building...[as shown]" 

[Hw 1909] 

 

  

- 1895-11-01 - Hook and Ladder Fire Company meeting to plan new fire house  

 - Columbia Hall, 35 x 50 feet. 2 stories, estimated cost $2,004 (5 S Greenwood).  

 Plus additional land to increase lot to 41 x 60 feet, est. cost of $50. [Fire 75th 1986] 

 

- Jan. 1896 - Hopewell Hook + Ladder Co. purchase property from Hannah M. Drake for $275  

 [DB 206-207,  Record April 7, 1896, Indenture Dec. 1, 1895, Signed sealed delivered Jan. 4, 1896] 

 "on the west side line of the proposed extension of Greenwood Avenue," 

 "for the purpose of erecting thereon a building on which to store their fire apparatus" 

 

- Jan. 1897 - Building Complete - "Columbia Hall is the property of the Hopewell Hook and Ladder 

Company. The company was organized on May 25, 1877. ... The Lot on which Columbia Hall stands was 

bought on March 20, xxxx, and the building was reported finished and the building committee was 

discharged January 1st, 1897."  [HH 11/8/1916] 

 

- Feb. 1898 - "The Hopewell Hook and Ladder company have opened a handsome and comfortable  

 club room in a past of their large building on South Greenwood avenue. [Tr Times 2/16/1898] 

- 1899 - 1917 - Ongoing H&L social events / fund-raisers in Columbia Hall  

 [Hw Herald - first reference 2/8/1899, through 1917 merger] 

 

- 1904 - Billed Hopewell Boro "for room for election and storing booths, $13.00" [Hw Herald 3/16/1904] 

- 1907 H&L suggest under Boro supervision, 1909 - H&L consider selling Columbia Hall  [HH 5/20/1954] 

 

- 1908-05-25 - 31st anniv. of Hook & Ladder - answered 32 fires in 31 years [Fire 75th 1986] 

- May 1908 - "Hook and Ladder Co. Celebrates [31st] Anniversary" 

 - Program of music and recitations, social hour, held in Columbia Hall 

 - History by John M. Dalrymple [Hw Herald 5/27/1908] 

 Quoted [Hw Herald 7/5/1950], Your Fire Department [Hw Herald 5/27/1954] 
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Union Fire Company 

Union Fire Company organized 1895.  

Originally at property of Dr. Pierson (?) 

Then apparently "Old Fire Co." in barns on Mercer (see 1902, 1912 maps) [?] 

Some members joined new Hw Fire Dept., 1911 [?] 

Merged with Hook & Ladder 1917. 

(Note: Princeton & Titusville also have Union companies, sometimes also reported in Hw Herald) 

Union Fire Company (1895) - Mercer Barns 

1895-03-25 - Public meeting to organize Union Fire Company. ordered fire engine, approx. $500, housed 

on property of Dr. Pierson (Livery Stable, Blackwell at Broad - Scarlett 1890?) [Fire 75th 1986] 

 

1895 - Stout's house struck by lightning - "About two-thirds of the members responded. The Union boys 

anticipated a race down Broad St. with the Hook & Ladder Co., but alas the H. & L. never showed up. " 

 [Hw Herald 7/4/1895] 

- Hw Herald meeting announcements,  1895, 1899, 1901, 1902, 1904, 1906, 1910 

 

1916 - Union Lot on Model Ave. 

- 1910 - Union reject joining H&L (10 to 12)   [Your Fire Department, Hw Herald 5/13/1954] 

- Aug. 1916 - Union Fire Company to discuss "erecting a new fire house on the lot recently purchased by 

them on Model avenue"  [Hw Herald 8/9/1916] 

 

Maps - 2 Hopewell Fire Companies (1902 Sanborn) - Union and H&L 

 
 

Fire Company Cart [Union?] 

Barns behind Hw. House - approx. 1 Mercer Ave. 

"Hand Eng. and Hose Cart. 900' - 2 1/2" Hose" 

[Sanborn 1902] (see 1912) 

Hook & Ladder - Columbia Hall 

5 S. Greenwood 

"H. & L. Truck 1st, Hall 2nd", 1902 

[Sanborn 1902] 
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Hopewell Fires (1895 - 1906) 

 Other serious Hopewell fires [Hw Herald 7/5/1950 & 5/27/1908]: 

8/31/1895 - Fire at Dr. L. P. Hurley's Barn - Hook & Ladder and Union 

"... lightning struck barn on Broad street. Nothing could be done to save the burning building ..."  

"Why do the two Fire Companies have to be such loggerheads? The Union's hose bursted three times."  

 [Hw Herald 9/3/1895] 

10/25/1895 - Fire at A. G. Fetter's Saw Mill - Hook & Ladder and Union 

"... disastrous conflagration ... Hopewell's main enterprise, Finney & Fetter's saw and feed mill. " 

"... in search of water. ... Their hose was too short to reach the creamery pond. " 

"The fire started in the main part of the mill and spread with rapidity to every part, and the adjoining 

lumber sheds, in a few minutes." 

 [Hw Herald 10/29/1895] 

9/6/1897 - Fire at E. D. Wood's Carriage Shop [?] 

3/1898 - "Insurance Raters Visit Hopewell"  

- Rang the alarm, called out the department, tested pressure from reservoir and pump at saw mill. 

Union had water playing in three minutes. Hook and Ladder failed to get their apparatus on the street. 

Surprised that Hopewell has no fire chief.  [Hw Herald 3/9/1898] 

7/11/1899 - Fire at A. S. Cook's Block 

"Hopewell's Main Business Block Wiped Out, $20,000 Loss" [bad scan, photo] 

 [Hw Herald 7/12/1899] 

- Frame building covered by sheet iron - dense smoke - included telephone company, post office 

 Quoted in Your Fire Department, by Walter Benson [Hw Herald 5/6/1954] 

 

  

 

 

"Cook's Block" 

NE corner of Broad and N. Greenwood 

(Built 1890, survived Behre's Hall fire 1893,  

burned 1899) 

 

1/1903 - Fire at Schoolhouse [Model Ave.?] - Hook & Ladder 

"Just seven minutes after the first alarm the Hook and Ladder Co. were at work with their buckets and 

chemicals. In a very short time the fire was under complete control ... The lower room is almost a 

complete wreck and the upper one is damaged considerably."    [Hw Herald 1/21/1903] 

[Model Ave. School built 1888, added two rooms west side 1899, added two rooms west side 1907] 

11/14/1906 - Hernig & Northrup Creamery - Hook & Ladder 

"Sparks from a passing locomotive ... roof was quite badly damaged..."   [Hw Herald 11/14/1906] 
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Hopewell Fire Department 

Hopewell Fire Department organized 1911. Some Union members also joined [?] 

Temporary sites at 9 Railroad (Cook) - and 8 Center. 

Move to firehouse at 15 Seminary. Second floor used for Hopewell Free Public Library. 

Merged with Union and H&L 1921. Moved to Columbia Hall. 

 

- Dec. 1906 - letter - "For Better Fire Protection and Improvement of Hopewell" 

  - Need water tank connected to fire plugs, united companies, remodel hook and ladder truck,  

  add two-wheeled push carts for fire extinguishers; town buy Columbia Hall to store all fire apparatus 

 [Hw Herald 12/12/1906] 

Hopewell Fire Department Organized (1911)  - 15 Seminary  

Hopewell Fire Department Organized (1911) - 15 Seminary 

- 1911-04-07 - Meeting to organize Hopewell Fire Department. Union merged in July (some members did 

not follow) [Fire 75th 1986] 

- 1911-08 - Hopewell Fire Department placed under Borough authority, $250 annual fire appropriation 

[Fire 75th 1986] 

- 1912-01-03 - First meeting in new Hopewell Fire Department fire house (15 Seminary). Upper story 

used as Hopewell Public Library, also first home of Hopewell Building and Loan Association [Fire 75th 

1986] 

- Dec. 1917 - Council resolution "that the borough council rent the building now rented by the Hopewell 

Fire Department and change the name from Fireman's Hall to Borough Hall."  [Hw Herald 12/26/1917] 

 

 

  
Seminary Ave. Fire House (north side), c1911 

"First Chemical engine at Seminary Avenue  

Fire House" (c 1911) 

[Fire 75th 1986] 

15 Seminary (north side), 1915 

(front / street side - sign on ground) 

"Hopewell Free Public Library"  

[Tr Times, Dec. 12, 1915] 
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Maps - 3 Hopewell Fire Companies (1912 Sanborn) - Union, H&L, Fire Dept. 

 Map shows three fire companies, with temporary and future quarters for the Fire Dept. 

 - "New Co." [Fire Dept.] - 40 men -Chem. eng. 

 - "Old Co." [Union?] - hand eng (not used), hose in poor condition - 27 men 

 - H&L - as shown - Alarm bell on H&L house [Sanborn 1912] 

Union and Hook & Ladder (1912 Sanborn) 

  

"Old" Fire Co. [Union?], 1912 

Barns behind Hw. House - approx. 1 Mercer Ave. 

"Fire Dep't. Eng. Ho. / Old Fire Co. - Volunteer 

Membership - 27 Men - 250' 2 1/2" - Hose (Old) On 

Cart - Hand Engine Not Used"  [Sanborn 1912] 

H&L / Columbia Hall, 1912 - 5 S. Greenwood 

"Fire Dep't. H. & L. Truck, Hall 2nd", 1912 

[Sanborn 1912] 

Hopewell Fire Dept. (1912 Sanborn) 

  
Hw Fire. Dept. - Temporary Site, 1912 

at approx. 9 Railroad Ave. (Cook Place side) 

"Fire Dept Engine Ho." / "'New Fire Co.'  

Volunteer - 40 Men - Chemical ... Apparatus Drawn 

By Hand. To Be Moved To Station Being Built On 

Seminary St."  [Sanborn 1912] 

Hw Fire. Dept. - Hose Cart storage, 1912 

at approx. 8 Center St. 

"Fire Dep't. Hose Cart ... To Be Moved To 

Station Being Built On Seminary St." 

[Sanborn 1912] 

 

 

 

Hw Fire. Dept. - Future Site of Fire Hall, 1912 

at 15 Seminary 

"To Be Fire Station" 

[Sanborn 1912] 
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Photos - Hopewell Fire Dept. (c 1916)  

Hopewell Fire Department truck on the streets of Hopewell. 

 

 

 

 

"Hopewell Fire Dep't" truck 

passing Calvary Baptist Church 

[Fire 75th 1986] 

 

 

 

 

"Hopewell Fire Dep't", 1916   

Buick Chemical Truck 

[Fire 75th 1986] 

 
(full image - Broad facing North 

Greenwood)  [pc, MAT, 1919] 

 

Hopewell Fire Company Mergers - Hook & Ladder Absorbs Union (1917) 

The Union and Hook and Ladder companies merged in 1917. 

Then merged with the Hopewell Fire Department in 1921. 

- 1917-07-06 - Union Hook and Ladder Company formed by merger of Hook and Ladder and Union fire 

companies. Some members had joined the Hopewell Fire Department [Fire 75th 1986] 

- March 1910 - "On March 7, 1910 the Hook and Ladder Company invited the Union Company to join 

their company as active firemen. On May 5 they received a reply declining the offer." 

 in Your Fire Department [Hw Herald 5/10, 5/27/1954] 

1916 - Fire - Farm of W. P. Woolston - Fire Dept., Hook & Ladder, Union 

Fire Dept. electrical alarm, all 3 companies [Hw Herald 9/20/1916] 

4/1917 - Hook & Ladder Absorbs Union - Merger by unanimous action.  

"Columbia Hall has been, for some time, too small to accommodate the audiences which the growth of 

the town has provided, and it is the purpose of the company to enlarge the hall as soon as it is possible 

to do so."  [Hw Herald 4/18/1917] 

7/1917 - Hook & Ladder and Union Formally Merged 

"The property turned over by the Union Fire Company includes a lot fully paid for, which they had 

intended to use as a building for their apparatus..."  

Enlarge Columbia Hall - "about thirty-five feet at the rear of the present building and the full width of 

the same, the necessary land having been arranged for."  [Hw Herald 7/11/1917] 
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Hopewell Fire Company Mergers - Fire Dept. w/ Union Hook & Ladder (1921) 

The combined Union Hook and Ladder company merged with the Hopewell Fire Department in 1921. 

Columbia Hall was separated financially as an independent organization.  

 

- 11/1917 - Petition to Borough council to official recognize the Union Hook and Ladder Company of 

Hopewell [Hw Herald 11/14/1917] 

 

- 3/1918 - Ordinance No. 70 [notice] - "establish, equip and regulate a Fire Department in the Borough 

of Hopewell" - Combine Hopewell Fire Dept. and Union Hook and Ladder under Borough control [?] 

 - Passes 2/11/1918 - final passage scheduled 4/8/1918  [Hw Herald 4/3/1918] 

 - Approved 4/8/1918  [Hw Herald 4/10/1918] 

 

- 1921-07-01 - Union Hook and Ladder Company [w/ Union] merges with Hopewell Fire Department. 

Columbia Hall not included due to outstanding bonds [Fire 75th 1986] 

 

- April 1921 - "The new automobile fire fighting truck of the Union Hook and Ladder Company has 

arrived." hose and chemical fire extinguishers.  [Hw Herald 4/6/1921] 

 

6/1921 - Local Fire Companies to Join 

"... it was finally agreed by the Union Hook and Ladder Company that they would give up their fire 

fighting apparatus, or rather separate the fire company from Columbia Hall, so that one would not 

jeopardize the other, and unite their forces with the Hopewell Fire Department."  [Hw Herald 6/6/1921] 

 

The Union Hook and Ladder company, the corporation owning Columbia Hall, has decided to turn it into 

a stock company, so that the interest in the hall may be more widely diversified among the citizens of 

Hopewell." [Hw Herald 4/26/1922] 

 

Maps - Hopewell Fire Dept. (1927 Sanborn)  

 75 volunteers, 1 American La France pumper & chem. , 1 Buick chem. [Sanborn 1927] 

  

 
 

 

Fire Dept. / Columbia Hall, 1927  

5 S. Greenwood 

"Fire Dep't. 1st, Hall 2nd" 

[Sanborn 1927] 
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Hopewell Fire Dept. Moves to High School (1941) - 4-6 Columbia 

Hopewell Borough build High School at 4-6 Columbia c. 1910. Three-story building. 

High School left 1939? 

Fire Dept. moves in by 1941. (Columbia Hall being replaced by current theater building.) 

Also Borough Hall (simultaneously?) 

Became two-story building ?? 

Expansion of truck bays (Greenwood side) and EMU bays (Columbia side) ?? 

Borough purchases 88 East Broad as new Borough Hall 2009. Fire Dept. takes over building. 

 

  
Hopewell High School c 1903 (3 stories) 

(corner of Greenwood and Columbia) 

[pc, SC, 1903]  

Hopewell High School c. 1912 (3 stories) 

(Columbia Hall in background on Greenwood) 

[pc, MAT, 1912] 

  

Columbia Ave. Firehouse, 1948 

with American La France Pumper 

 

[Fire 100th 2011]  

"Borough Hall" (2 stories) 

(showing garages) 

[pc, DHS, n.d.] 

 

 

- 1939-07 - Columbia Hall Association plans new motion picture theatre to be constructed on site of 

Columbia Hall (5 S Greenwood). Fire Department vacates by end of year [Fire 75th 1986] 

- 1941-06-06 - First meeting of Hopewell Fire Department in new quarters at old Hopewell High School 

(4-6 Columbia), renovations $18,257 [Fire 75th 1986] 

 

- 1943 - Building is Borough Hall, also houses the fire company [Hw News, 7/10/1945] 

- 1947 - Hopewell Fire Department reports total of 42 alarms, including 14 building fires with est. losses 

at $250,000 [Fire 75th 1986] 
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1950's & 1960's 

- 1951-04 - Hopewell Fire Department Ambulance Corps formed, responded to 1295 calls 1951 - 1961 

[Fire 75th 1986] 

3/1954 - "Hopewell has three fire trucks, well equipped and fully radio equipped. Total amount of water 

on these trucks is 900 gallons. During 1953 the Department answered 55 fire calls and about 150 

ambulance calls."  [Your Fire Department, Hw Herald 3/11/1954] 

 

 

Rockwell Fire Brigade  

Rockwell Fire Brigade (1948) 

- 1948-02 - Rockwell Mfg. Co. purchased American LaFrance pumper to be given to Borough for Fire  

- 1953-1954 - Rockwell Mfg. Co. organizes Fire Brigade, purchases American LaFrance for $1 

- 1968 - Old Number 1 returned to Hopewell Fire Department by Rockwell Industries  

 [Fire 75th 1986] 

 

 
Rockwell Fire Brigade [Fire 75th 1986] 

 

 

Current Day 

 

 

Hopewell Fire Department building, 2020 

 

(Left: Fire truck bays on Greenwood, 

Right: EMU bays on Columbia) [DD] 
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Your Fire Department - History, Walter Benson [Hw Herald 1954] 

 "Your Fire Department," by Walter Benson - Ongoing column in Hopewell Herald, 1954  

  - Reviews early H&L / Union / HFD records, also current news 

  (also earlier, e.g., 5/2,5/9/1945, 4/7/1948 - Water supply, pipes, Dept updates) 

 

 
 

- 1877 - H&L Records of first meeting, May 18?, 1877 - 8/4 purchase truck from Weber Bros., Ringoes  

 - 10/5 voted name as Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company, No. 1.  [Hw Herald 3/11/1954] 

- 1877 - In 7 months, organized fire co., bought truck, built fire house [Hw Herald 3/18/1954] 

- 1878-89 - Mtg notes 1878. First fire 7/1883 E. S. Brewster's Hardware Store  [Hw Herald 3/25/1954] 

- 1890 - Fire Corchron & Ege drug store - "Behr's Hall" fire (quote HH 8/3/1893) 

 3/3/1893 - Purchase [now Colonial Playhouse property  [Hw Herald 4/1/1954] 

- 1897-98 -  Tax appeal on fire hall - 1898 fires 

  - 1898 Cooks Block fire - quote Hw Herald ~7/12/1899  [Hw Herald 5/6/1954] 

- 1899-1904 - storm lightning damage, 1900 financials - electric vs. gas lighting  [Hw Herald 5/13/1954] 

 

- 1906 - Union - Council pay fireman's fee, 1910 - Union reject joining H&L (10 to 12)  [HH  5/20/1954] 

- 1907 - H&L suggest under Boro supervision, 1909 - H&L consider selling Columbia Hall  [HH  5/20/1954] 

"In those days [1908], the fire trucks in Hopewell were hand drawn and they didn't go any farther than 

they had to. The first man at the house took the horn. No doubt he acted the same as a coxswain in a 

boat race. The next man arriving at the fire house took the trailer and guided the truck and handled 

the brakes if needed. The rest acted as horses. Really tough going."  [Hw Herald 5/20/1954] 

- 1908 - H&L 31st Anniv. - Quotes History by John Dalrymple, HH 5/27/1908 [Hw Herald 5/27/1954] 

- 1911 - H&L - Fire Hill's on Railroad, parade with Hw Fire Dept.  [Hw Herald 6/10/1954] 

 

- 1912 - Union 6 fire extinguishers around town; records end Dec. 9, 1912  [Hw Herald 6/10/1954] 

- 1911 - Union disbanded, turned over equipment to Fire Dept - yet Union has records to May 1917 [?] 

 [Hw Herald 6/17/1954] 

- 1912 - HFD Fireman's Relief Assoc. - 1913 Fire alarm on Drake property, 1915 new bell [HH, 6/24/1954] 

 

Walter Benson references: 

 Fire Commissioner [Hw Herald 1/11/1933] 

 Walter Benson & Sons, Fire Protection Equipment ad  [Hw Herald 6/19/1946] 

 Hopewell Borough Chief of Police - gambling grand jury  [Hw Herald 4/6/1949] 

 Administrative Officer - building permits  [Hw Herald 2/15/1950] 

 Chief of Police, resignation not accepted  [Hw Herald 5/10/1950] 

 Walter Benson, Hw Quality Shoppe, formerly Wall Paper & Paint Co.  [Hw Herald 7/26/1950] 

 Walter Benson, Formerly Quality Supply, 4 S. Greenwood  [Hw Herald 11/14/1951] 

[312]



Hopewell History Property Brief  ≡ Hopewell Boro Fire Companies ≡ 

  

Hopewell Valley History Project 16 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

Summary Timeline 

 

Date Event 

1877-05-01 
Fire destroys residence of Jonathan V. Blackwell (later Charles A. Holcombe property) finest in Hopewell, 

built in 1857 by Titus Brothers of Trenton, cost $17,000, no ladders long enough to reach to fire 

1877-05-25 Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company No. 1 founded, first fire company 

1877-12-20 
New fire truck arrives, housed in building erected by Hook and Ladder company on lot next to the Calvary 

Baptist Parsonage, owned by Charles Drake 

1893 Hook and Ladder Fire Company purchases lot on Greenwood (5 S Greenwood) 

1893-07-31 

Behre's Hall fire - fire in the barn on the property of C. Behre (1 W Broad), rear of his immense new hall. 

Too close to save Hook & Ladder Truck House. Parsonage of the Calvary Baptist Church, directly across 

Greenwood Ave. also lost 

1895-03-25 
Public meeting to organize Union Fire Company. ordered fire engine, approx. $500, housed on property of 

Dr. Pierson (10 E Broad?) 

1895-11-01 

Hook and Ladder Fire Company meeting to plan new fire house - Columbia Hall, 35 x 50 feet. 2 stories, 

estimated cost $2,004 (5 S Greenwood). Plus additional land to increase lot to 41 x 60 feet, est. cost of 

$50. 

1908-05-25 31st anniv. of Hook and Ladder Fire Company - answered 32 fires in 31 years 

1911-04-07 Meeting to organize Hopewell Fire Department. Union merged in July (some members did not follow) 

1911-08 Hopewell Fire Department placed under Borough authority, $250 annual fire appropriation 

1912-01-03 
First meeting in new Hopewell Fire Department fire house (15 Seminary). Upper story used as Hopewell 

Public Library, also first home of Hopewell Building and Loan Association 

1917-07-06 
Union Hook and Ladder Company formed by merger of Hook and Ladder and Union fire companies. Some 

members had joined the Hopewell Fire Department 

1921-07-01 
Union Hook and Ladder Company [w/ Union] merges with Hopewell Fire Department. Columbia Hall not 

included due to outstanding bonds 

1939-07 
Columbia Hall Association plans new motion picture theatre to be constructed on site of Columbia Hall (5 

S Greenwood). Fire Department vacates by end of year 

1941-06-06 
First meeting of Hopewell Fire Department in new quarters at old Hopewell High School (4-6 Columbia), 

renovations $18,257 

1947 
Hopewell Fire Department reports total of 42 alarms, including 14 building fires with est. losses at 

$250,000 

1948-02 Rockwell Mfg. Co. purchased American LaFrance pumper to be given to Borough for Fire Department use 

1951-04 Hopewell Fire Department Ambulance Corps formed, responded to 1295 calls 1951 - 1961 

1953-1954 Rockwell Mfg. Co. organizes Fire Brigade, purchases American LaFrance for $1 

1968 Old Number 1 returned to Hopewell Fire Department by Rockwell Industries 
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Hopewell Borough Veterans Organizations: 

American Legion and G.A.R. (1887) 
 

Rev. 12/06/2020 x - D. Dixon - More on Pennington Post 413 and Skillman Post 292 

 

History of veterans organizations in Hopewell Borough, from the 1880's. 

 

Grand Army of the Republic (G. A. R.)  

James M. Weart Post, No. 108 (1887 - c1931) 

 
"Old Grand Army Hall", 75 W Broad, c1910 

 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) 

H. M. Nevius Camp, No. 10 (1890 - 1899) 

H. M. Nevius Camp, No. 23 (1908 - 1931) 

 
SUVCW Hopewell camp records 

 

American Legion  

Hopewell Post 273 (1921 - 1926) 

 
Legion Monument (1925) 

Now at Hopewell Elementary School 

 

American Legion  

Hopewell Post 339 (1945-) 

 
First Post 339 building, 9 Mercer (1948-1966) 

(Memorial Day Parade 1963) 

1966 - 44 Van Dyke Road 

2010 - 16 Seminary Ave., c2014 - 19C Model Ave. 

 

Skillman Post 292 (1940 - 1959) 

Samuel E. Duffield Post 

Pennington Post 413 (1946 - 1978) 

Merged into Hopewell Post 339 
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Introduction 

 

      
Grand Army of the Republic 

(G. A. R.) 

James M. Weart Post 

No. 108 (1887 - c1931) 

Sons of Union Veterans 

of the Civil War 

H. M. Nevius Camp 

No. 10 (1890 - 1899) 

No. 23 (1908 - 1931) 

American Legion 

Hopewell Post 273 (1921 - 1926)  

Hopewell Post 339 (1945 -) 

- - -  
Skillman Post 292 (1940 - 1959) 

Pennington Post 413 (1946 - 1978) 

 

Hopewell Borough has seen four town veteran's organizations since the 1880's, with up to three of them 

simultaneously active and cooperating in annual Memorial Day activities: 

 

- The Grand Army of the Republic (G. A. R.) Post No. 108 was formed in 1887 by veterans of the Civil 

War (1861 - 1865), and ended c1931 with the death of the last Hopewell Civil War veteran. It occupied 

75 W. Broad Street (the former school building) as the "Grand Army Hall" and a community building for 

20 years until 1918. 

 

- The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) Camp No. 10 operated from 1890 to 1899, and 

then was re-chartered as Camp No. 23 from 1908 to 1931. This was the successor organization to the 

GAR, and still maintains the GAR and SUVCW records. 

 

- The first Hopewell American Legion Post 273 was chartered in 1921 by veterans of World War I (U.S. 

1917 - 1918). It operated until 1926, and in 1925 constructed the monument now installed in front of 

Hopewell Elementary School. 

 

- The current Hopewell American Legion Post 339 was chartered in 1945 by veterans of World War II 

(U.S. 1941 - 1945). It was primarily based at 9 Mercer Street (1948 - 1964) and 44 Van Dyke Road (1966 - 

2010), and ran annual carnivals at both locations. 

 

Two other Legion posts were active in the local area: 

 

- Skillman American Legion Samuel E. Duffield Post 292 was active from 1940 - 1959. 

 

- Pennington American Legion Post 413 was active from 1946 - 1978, and then merged with Hopewell 

Post 339. 
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 Grand Army of the Republic (G. A. R.) - Founded 1866 

• Grand Army of the Republic (G. A. R.), Founded 1866, Springfield, Illinois 

• Fraternal organization of veterans ... who served in the American Civil War 

 

"The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) was a fraternal organization composed of veterans 

... who served in the American Civil War. It was founded in 1866 in Springfield, Illinois, and 

grew to include hundreds of "posts" (local community units) across the nation 

(predominantly in the North, but also a few in the South and West). It was dissolved in 

1956 at the death of its last member.  

 

"Linking men through their experience of the war, the GAR became among the first 

organized advocacy groups in American politics, supporting voting rights for black 

veterans, promoting patriotic education, helping to make Memorial Day a national 

holiday, lobbying the United States Congress to establish regular veterans' pensions, and 

supporting Republican political candidates. Its peak membership, at 410,000, was in 

1890, a high point of various Civil War commemorative and monument dedication 

ceremonies." [Wikipedia] 

 

Decoration Day / Memorial Day (1868) 

• Created by General John A. Logan, Commander and a founder of the GAR, May 5, 1868 

• Decoration Day - Decorate the graves of soldiers who gave their lives in the Civil War 

• Memorial Day - Honors all American soldiers who died in defense of the nation 

• Hopewell Herald uses "Memorial Day" from the beginning (1881) 

• Hopewell Herald also uses "Decoration Day" through 1949 (sparingly) 

 

"Originally called Decoration Day, when Americans took time to decorate the graves of soldiers who 

gave their lives in the Civil War, today’s national holiday of Memorial Day honors all American soldiers 

who died in defense of the nation." 

 [Army Natl Museum - https://armyhistory.org/general-john-a-logan-memorial-day-founder 

 

General John A. Logan, Commander in Chief and a founder of the GAR, called for a national day of 

remembrance for Civil War dead on May 30th (General Order 11, May 5, 1868): 

"The 30th day of May, 1868 is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers or otherwise 

decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during the late 

rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village, and hamlet churchyard in the 

land. In this observance no form or ceremony is prescribed, but posts and comrades will in their 

own way arrange such fitting services and testimonials of respect as circumstances may permit." 

 [VA - National Cemetery Admin. - https://www.cem.va.gov/history/memdayorder.asp 

 

"[General John A. Logan (1826-1886)] volunteered for the war and rose from colonel 

to major general. Fighting in eight major campaigns he distinguished himself at 

Vicksburg and commanded the entire Union forces at the Battle of Atlanta. At the 

war's end, he saved Raleigh, North Carolina from being burned by angry Union troops. 

Many historians consider him the premier volunteer general of the Civil War." 

 

[Lane Memorial Library, Hampton, NH - 

            http://www.hampton.lib.nh.us/hampton/history/military/legionpost35/genlogan.htm 
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G. A. R., Hopewell N. J. - James M. Weart Post, No. 108 (1887 - c1931) 

• Formed in 1887 by veterans of the Civil War (1861 - 1865) 

• James M. Weart Post, No. 108 -  GAR, Hopewell, N.J.; Chartered Aug. 25 1887 

• Zephaniah Abbott, last Hopewell Civil War vet, died 1932; Post lasted until c1931 

• GAR Department of New Jersey organized December 10, 1868 

• Grand Army Hall (75 W Broad) - Built as public school 1855, GAR Hall 1888, sold 1918 

 

Lyon Camp Records: 

- Post namesake honors "2LT James Manners Weart (1839-1874),  

 Co. H, 21st NJ Inf., First volunteer in the State of NJ." 

- Post info - "Meet GAR Hall, Broad St, Start 08/25/1887, Still Active 1931"  

- Post records: Hw Museum - Records 1891 - 1930 

- Post members list - 34 names, 1889-1919  

    1889 - John H. Piggott, Charles Semberger, E.  H. Snook, J.  Hervey Stout, 

  Charles E. S. Wilson 

1888 - 1918 - Hopewell  GAR at 75 West Broad ("Old Grand Army Hall") 

- 1855 - Originally built as public school ("Hopewell Academy") 

- 1888 - Became headquarters of the local chapter of the Grand Army of the Republic 

 (New school built on Model Ave.) - Lot 134 ft. front, 213 ft. deep 

- 1918 - Sold and adapted to serve as a private dwelling  [Hw Survey 1985, HwHerald] 

 

 
75 West Broad Street [pc by 1911, SC] 

 
Current 75 West Broad Street 
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Veterans at G. A. R. Hall, c 1890 

 
Civil War veterans on the side of the Grand Army Hall on West Broad Street, circa 1890.  

Just one year after the war, Civil War survivors began placing flowers and flags on the graves of 

their fallen comrades. In 1898, the national association of the GAR (Grand Army of the Republic) 

proclaimed Memorial Day on May 30th to permanently establish this practice. 

In this picture, Zebulon Abbott is standing third from the left. He was the last of these veterans 

alive, passing away in 1932. [HVHS Newsletter, Spring/Summer 2016 Page 815] 

 

Hopewell Herald: 

• Meetings in G.A.R Hall from 1883 

• 02 Jun 1920 - Full Memorial Day ceremony according to the ritual of the G.A.R. 

o Few old veterans left of the G.A.R. - Cooperated with Sons of Veterans 

• 15 Mar 1922 - G.A.R. Membership Fading 

o National - 1890 400,489 - 1921 98,155 - youngest 71 (drummer boy age 11) 

• 30 Jul 1930 - Death of Frances E. Larken, 84, Commander of Hopewell GAR Post 

o Enlisted age 16, GAR since 1868 

• 03 Feb 1932 - Death of Zephaniah S. Abbott, 87 - Last Hopewell Civil War veteran 

• 01 Jun 1932 - Memorial Day Parade includes GAR widows 

 

Post info - http://lyoncamp.org/garposts.htm; Post records - http://lyoncamp.org/gar_data.htm 

NJ GAR Posts - http://suvcw.org/garrecords/garposts/nj.pdf 

Weart Post Members - http://lyoncamp.org/weart108.htm 

James M. Weart - https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/9575233/james-manners-weart 

      https://centennialcamp100.wordpress.com/2012/08/24/my-civil-war-hero-james-m-weart/ 

Weart Post Until 1935 - http://suvcw.org/co/2012%20Summer%20Newsletter%20Revised.pdf 
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Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War - SUVCW (1881) 

• Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW), Organized 1881, chartered by Congress 1954 

• Legal successor to the Grand Army of the Republic (G. A. R.) 

• Dedicated to preserving history and legacy of heroes who fought and worked to save the Union 

 

"The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War is a fraternal organization dedicated to 

preserving the history and legacy of heroes who fought and worked to save the 

Union. Organized in 1881 and chartered by Congress in 1954, we are the legal 

successor to the Grand Army of the Republic." [SUVCW.org] 

 

"Founded in November 1881 as the Sons of Veterans of the United States of 

America, originally one of several competing organizations of descendants of Union 

veterans. By 1886, others had joined the SUVCW [Philadelphia Sons of Veterans]. The organization 

adopted its current name in 1925. At its peak in 1904, membership in the Sons of Veterans exceeded 

200,000." 

"The SV had a fairly complex relationship with the GAR. While GAR members generally believed there 

should be a worthy organization for their sons to join, they believed that the GAR membership should 

be limited to veterans. The GAR gave its approval to the SV, but it would not make the SV part of the 

GAR ... Final and complete acceptance by the GAR came in 1888."  [Wikipedia] 

 

 

Hopewell Sons of Veterans, Nevius Camp, No. 10 / 23 (1890 - 1931) 

• Formed in 1890 as the successor organization to the GAR 

• Nevius Camp, No. 10 - Chartered 5/24/1890 (18 Mustered; Application 5/14/90, 27 Applicants) 

o Suspended 6/30/1899, 22 Members [#10 then used by Newark 1907, Lambertville 1908] 

• Nevius Camp, No. 23 - Re-Chartered 5/11/1908 (15 Mustered; Application 5/12/08, 15 Appl.) 

o Disbanded 12/31/1931 

• Active in Hopewell by 1893, through 1925/1935 (newspapers) 

• H. M. Nevius was orator for 1893 Hopewell Memorial Day activities -  

"Hon. H. M. Nevius, the one armed soldier, statesman and orator" [HH] 

 

Newspaper references: 

• Hw Herald mentions #10 1893 - 1910, #23 1909 - 1918  

• Trenton Times mentions #10 1898, #23 1908 - 1915 

• Herald mentions "Sons of Veterans" as part of  Memorial Day activities  

through 1925, in passing 1935 

 

Post namesake honors Henry Martin Nevius (1891 - 1911): 

Born in Freehold, N.J., he was involved with the GAR in Red Bank, and served as 

national Commander-in-Chief, 1908 / 1909. His service in uniform included the 

Antietam Campaign, Gettysburg, Defenses of Washington, and Shenandoah Valley.  

During the Battle of Fort Stevens, July 11 & 12, 1864, then Capt. Nevius lead the 

charge (and lost his left arm) protecting Washington D.C. from Gen. Early's army,  

as Lincoln watched from Fort Stevens.  [http://suvcw.org/garcinc/nevius.htm] 
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American Legion (1919) 

• Chartered by Congress in 1919 

• Service to veterans, servicemembers and communities 

 

"The American Legion was chartered by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veterans 

organization. Focusing on service to veterans, servicemembers and communities, 

the Legion evolved from a group of war-weary veterans of World War I into one of 

the most influential nonprofit groups in the United States. Membership swiftly 

grew to over 1 million, and local posts sprang up across the country. " [legion.org] 

 

 

Hopewell, N. J. American Legion Post 273 (1921 - 1926) 

• Formed in 1921 by veterans of World War I (U.S. 1917 - 1918) 

• First Hopewell, N. J. American Legion Post 273 

• Chartered 5/7/1921, Disbanded/Cancelled 10/10/1926 [Nat'l] 

 

Hopewell Herald references: 

• Formation meeting 4/1921, temporary charter 5/1921, No. 273 by 7/1922 

• Hopewell Legion meetings through 1924, at Columbia Hall; also film showings 50 cents 

• Some Memorial Day involvement through 1927, Boro uses Trenton Legion by 1933 

• Erected monument in street at Greenwood & Broad 1925, moved to School c1930 [Hw Herald] 

 

1921 Post Application for Hopewell Post 273 

 

 

16 signatures: 

 

Edward J. Kenney 

Geo[rge] [K] Hullfish 

James A[mos] Pittman 

Walter Benson 

Joseph Morocco(?) 

[J] Floyd Reading 

A. H. Van Derveer(?) 

Amos?? ____?? 

William Woodhull 

Harry L. Lotto 

?? 

G[eorge] Newell Holcombe 

John D. Faussett Jr. 

George B. Gaither(?) 

Elmer A. Weart  

Nomer H. Race 
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1925 - Monument Erected by Hopewell American Legion Post 273, Moved c1930 

Monument erected by American Legion Hopewell Post 273 in 1925 at Greenwood Avenue and Broad 

Street (in the middle of the main intersection of town). Moved to its present location, in front of the 

Elementary School, 35 Princeton Avenue - circa 1930. [Jones 2003] Boro Council discussed moving 

[HwHerald 8/13/1930] 

 

 

 

 
Monument at Hopewell Elementry School Monument Tablet 

 

Monument Installed - 1925 

"To top off the finishing of the concrete road through the borough, the erecting of a fine granite 

monument by the American Legion at the intersection of Broad Street and Greenwood Avenue, the 

main corners of the town, has added a fine touch. 

    The monument is cut in syenite blue Quincy granite and stands to a height of 13 feet. The back is rock 

faced, three feet in height and two inched square. The die resting on the base is rock faced and 

surmounting these a cap, symmetrically shaped. From the cap arises a shaft of about six feet, which is 

shaped by a rock facing into a pyramid cone rounded at the point surmounted by a large bronze eagle, 

made of solid bronze. 

    The bronze tablet on the die with crossed folded flags contains the inscription: "Erected by Hopewell 

Post, American Legion, in honor of those of Hopewell and vicinity who responded to the nation's call to 

duty." The emblem of the American Legion and the date 1925 is also shown. 

The designer and sculptor is E. E. Seville, a former resident of Hopewell, and a present manager of the 

Seville Manufacturing Company, Inc., of Trenton."  [Trenton Evening Times, Nov 29, 1925] 

Monument Moved - 1930 

"It is alleged that motorists cannot be legally compelled to go around the monument and for the 

purpose of improving traffic management the street committee was instructed to investigate the 

problem of removing it.  The local post of American Legion had the monument placed at its present 

location and it is not the aim of council to have it taken out of the borough but to have it erected on a 

more suitable site."  [Hw Herald, Aug 13, 1930] 
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Skillman American Legion Post 292 (1940 - 1959) 

• Samuel E. Duffield Post No. 292 located in Skillman, NJ  

• Founded November 25, 1940, disbanded April 30, 1959 

• Met primarily at Skillman State Village - Smalley Hall / schoolhouse 

 

 

Group on front steps of Hopewell Methodist 

Church, wearing American Legion NJ Post No. 

292 caps, member pins, and American Legion 

uniforms. 

 

c 1940s 

 

Hopewell Herald - Post 292 

05 Feb 1941 - Organized Jan 3, Adjutant W. Benson, Cmdr H. Hansen, Junior Vice- Cmdr G. Dupree, 

Historian A. W. Pigott. Meet schoolhouse, State Village, Skillman; H L. Latto, Publicity Com [first] 

12 Nov 1941 - Meet at Hopewell House 

15 Jul 1942 - Scrap Drive for old Phonograph Records 

16 Feb 1944 - Installation - Smalley Hall, State Village, Skillman - WW I & II 

Mar - Jun 1945 - Auxiliary meet home of Mrs. Claude Dilts, 54 Columbia; Mrs. Edward Carver, 60 Model, 

Mrs. Oliver Jenkins, Secty.; Mrs. H. L. Cox, 21 East Broad -  

06 Jun 1945 - New meeting place Mechanic's Hall, Seminary Ave. 

01 Aug 1945 - State Village schoolhouse, Skillman 

05 Jun 1946 - Memorial Day Celebration - 15th year Memorial Day Association - Skillman State Village 

band conducted by Commander Hansen of Post 292 

01 Jan 1947 - Christmas Party - Skillman Village - Comrade Hansen was Santa Claus 

24 Sep 1947 - Texaco Aces receive trophy from Post 292 [last reference] 
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Pennington American Legion Post 413 (1946 - 1978) 

• NJ Post 413 located in Pennington, NJ  

• Founded in June 1946, disbanded May 3, 1978 

• Merged with Hopewell Post 339, but no formal records of same 

 

Hopewell Herald - Post 413 

11 Sep 1946 - Newly Organized - May - 15 vets of WW II, James Tabilio, commander - meet Boro Hall 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays [first reference] 

14 Apr 1948 - memorial day - medals 

02 Mar 1949 - County Dinner - 339 & 413 

21 Jun 1950 - officers - Clinton Eldridge - commander 

29 Oct 1952 - Mercer Cty Post Commanders (13 posts in Mercer) 

29 Jul 1954 - St Michael Children at Von's Three-Ring Circus at Pennington Grange [last reference] 

Trenton Times - Post 413 

Nov 08, 1967 - Veterans Day Parade - Post 339 & 413 

Apr 04, 1969 - Easter egg hunt - post 413 & VFW post 3754 [last reference not obituary] 
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Hopewell Valley American Legion Post 339 (1945) 

Post 339 - The Flag Wavers 

 
American Legion 55th Annual Convention 

Honolulu, Hawaii, 1973 

 
Post 339 with American Flag 

Hopewell Memorial Day Parade 1992 

 

Post 339 History  

1945 - Hopewell Valley Post 339 began in Hopewell, New Jersey 

1945 October 22 (15) veterans paid dues at meeting in Mechanics Hall on Seminary Ave, Hopewell 

1945 November 19 - Mercer County American Legion Committee signed (15) members as charter 

members with a temporary charter issued to Hopewell Valley Post 339 

 

1946 January - Hopewell Valley Post 339 officially formed at Brookside Inn with meetings held at 

Mechanics Hall and Hillbilly Hall and Ladies Auxiliary was formed 

1946 April 15 - tradition of sending local high school senior to Boys State, later three girls received 

Legion awards as winners in essay contest began 

1946 August 14 - first of many American Legion sponsored baseball teams organized 

1946 December 16 - Legion purchased vacant building on Mercer Street for $600 and began to remodel 

it with construction of kitchen, heat and water tank 

 

1949 - (4) Boy Scout Patrols organized and used Legion Hall to meet; later a Legion-sponsored Explorer 

Scout Troop organized 

 

[Veterans Day Ceremony, Hopewell Valley Veterans Assoc., 2015 - Post 339 75th Anniversary] 
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Dec. 1, 1945 - Hopewell Valley American Legion Post 339 Chartered 

• Formed in 1945 by veterans of World War II (U.S. 1941 - 1945) 

• Chartered 12/1/1945 

• Permanent charter 3/17/1947. 72 paid members, 225 in area 

• Squadron charter 6/22/60 #4392 

• Locations: 1948 - 9 Mercer St., 1966 - 55 Van Dyke Rd.,  

 2010 - 16 Seminary Ave., now - 19C Model Ave. 

 

"After World War II, a group of veterans gathered with a mutual interest in organizing a legion post. 

Having the required number of men, they applied to the National Headquarters for a charter. On 

December 1, 1945, a charter was received forming the Hopewell Valley Post 339." 

[Hw Legion Dedication 1966] 

 

1945 Post Application for Hopewell Post 339 (16 signatures) 

 

 

16 signatures (also listed in 12/45 Temp. Charter): 

 

Ernest L. Blackwell  Edwin W. Savidge 

George J. Schomp Ralph G. Bell 

Ellsworth L. Burd  Salvatore LaCavera 

William S. Conover John F. Fisher 

Dennis P. Van Liew Jesse L. Sproat  

Clarence H. Runyon David W. Stanberry 

Ralph J. Maratta  Raymond C. Lowe  

Edward P. Carver  Claude Dilts 

 

The 19 [18?] original members also included: 

George H. Genther  E. Walter Peterson 

 

Feb. 23, 1946 - Hopewell Valley American Legion Auxiliary Unit 339 Chartered 

"The Hopewell Valley American Legion Auxiliary Unit 339 was organized in January 1946 by Laura 

Petersen, with the required number of women needed for a charter, which was received February 23, 

1946." [Hw Legion Dedication 1966] 
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1948 - First Post 339 Building at 9 Mercer Street 

• First Hopewell Legion Post 339 building at 9 Mercer Street - Fund-raising 11/1948, $3,000 

To also be available to Boy Scouts, other organizations. Post has 125 members.  [HwHerald] 

Previously met on second floor of 17 Seminary Ave. (then Schank's market) [RW from JH] 

 

 

   

 Building Design, 11/1948 9 Mercer Street [1963, TD] Current 9 Mercer Street 

 

1964 - Post 339 Auctions at Mercer Street 

Friday, Apr 03, 1964 39 - Public Auction April 4 - American Legion Hall, Mercer St 

Friday, Jun 12, 1964 42 - Public Auction June 13 - American Legion Hall, Mercer St 

Friday, Jun 19, 1964 42 - Public Auction June 20 - American Legion Hall, Mercer St  

Sunday, Jul 12, 1964 73 - Auction of Antiques July 18 - American Legion Home, Mercer St. [TrTimes] 
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April 1966 - Post 339 New Building at 44 Van Dyke Road 

• Mar. 28. 1965 - Ground breaking ceremonies for new Legion building at 44 Van Dyke Road  

• April 24, 1966 - Dedication of new building at 44 Van Dyke Road, membership 294 legionnaires 

[Hw Legion Dedication 1966] 

 

Hopewell Township Planning Board reviews plans for a building for Post 339, "7.9 acre site on the 

unbuilt extension of Van Dyke Road in Hopewell Township".  [TrTimes, Jul 12, 1964] 

 

  

44 VanDyke - Building Design, c1965 44 VanDyke - c1963-1971 

 

1975? - 10th Annual Legion Carnival 

• 6 nights - free parking for 2000 cars (1973 photos) 

 

  
Carnival 1973 - "Big Six" Carnival 1973 - "Candy Cotton" / "Red" 
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Nov. 2010 - Post 339 Van Dyke Building Sold, Move to 16 Seminary Ave. 

• 11/23/2010 - Post Home sold to Word Christian Fellowship International Church 

• Membership after 1966 peaked at over 400, by 2010 under 190; on sale for 3 years 

• Leased space at 16 Seminary Ave., meet third Monday [Post letter] 

 

"Now is your chance to purchase the American Legion Post 339 on almost 8 beautiful acres in Hopewell 

Township just outside of Hopewell Borough. Entrance foyer leads to two large meeting rooms, one with 

fireplace and wet bar. Full kitchen with 3 stainless steel sinks, a 14 burner stove, 4 ovens, dishwasher, 

and exhaust fan with fire suppression system. The finished basement contains a large recreation room, 

men's & ladies' restrooms, utility room and office. Five zone heating and 3 zone A/C. Parking for 78 

cars." [Real Estate prospectus, Henderson Sotheby's] 

 

     
 

c2014 - Post 339 Move to 19C Model Ave. 

• Move to current space at 19C Model Ave. 

 

Sources 

[SUVCW]  - The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, SUVCW.org 

[Hw Legion Dedication 1966] - Dedication Program, Hopewell Valley Post 339, American Legion 

[Hw Legion 2003] - Memorial Day in Hopewell / 1868 to 2003 (certificate) 

[Hw Survey 1985] - Hopewell Cultural Resource Survey (1985) 

[Hw Herald] - Hopewell Herald - Searched 1881–1954 

 

- Legion photos courtesy: Hopewell Valley Post 339 

- Historic postcards and photos courtesy: [SC] Steven Cohen, [TD] Terry Devlin 

- Current-day images: Doug Dixon (2020) 
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West Broad & Louellen Streets:  

Hopewell Presbyterian Church (1877) 
 

 Rev. 4/21/2020 x - D. Dixon 

 

As you drive into Hopewell Borough on West Broad Street,  

the five buildings that you see between Lanning and Louellen Aves. 

(as the road curves down to the light)  

all have historical connections to the Presbyterian Church in Hopewell 

 

86-88 W Broad -  

Phillips House (<1785)    

80 W Broad -  

Hopewell Presbyterian Church (1915) 

 
83 W Broad -  

Presbyterian Manse (1892) 

79 W Broad -  

Presbyterian Chapel (1877) 

 75 W Broad -  

Hopewell Academy (1870) 

 

Contents 
Quick Reference - Presbyterian Church-Related Properties at Broad & Louellen .................................... 2 

Hopewell Academy - 75 West Broad Street (1855) .................................................................................. 5 

Presbyterian Chapel - 79 West Broad Street (1877) ................................................................................. 6 

Presbyterian Manse - 83 West Broad Street (1892) ................................................................................. 6 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church - 80 West Broad Street (1915) ................................................................ 7 

Phillips House - 86-88 West Broad Street (<1785) .................................................................................... 8 

Presbyterian Church Manse - 3 Louellen Street (1940) ............................................................................ 9 

Louellen House - 7 Louellen Street ........................................................................................................... 9 

Sources ...................................................................................................................................................... 9 
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Quick Reference - Properties at Broad & Louellen Related to the Presbyterian Church 

West Broad Street - East from Lanning to Louellen 

 

 

West Broad Street at Lanning Avenue 

looking east towards town 

 

 
86-88 W Broad - Phillips House (<1785) 

  80 W Broad - Hopewell Presbyterian (1915) 

 
75 W Broad - Hopewell Academy (1870)  

  79 W Broad - Presbyterian Chapel (1877) 

    83 W Broad - Presbyterian Manse (1892) 

 

Hopewell Academy - 75 West Broad Street (1855) 

 
75 West Broad Street [pc by 1911, SC] 

"Old Grand Army Hall" 

- Hopewell Academy school built 1855 

- Used for Hopewell Sabbath School, 1857 

- Used for Calvary Baptist services, 1871 

- Grand Army of the Republic Hall, c. 1900 

 
Current 75 West Broad Street 
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"Presbyterian Church and Manse"  

79 & 76 West Broad 

[pc by 1907, WF] 

 

Presbyterian Chapel - 79 West Broad Street (1877) 

 
"First Presbyterian Church of Hopewell" [HHH 1897] 

- Presbyterian Chapel built 1877 

 
Current 79 West Broad Street 

(Building rotated 90 degrees) 

 

 

Presbyterian Manse - 83 West Broad Street (1892) 

 
"Presbyterian Church and Manse" [pc by 1907, WF] 

- Presbyterian Manse built 1892, sold 1955 

 
Current 83 West Broad Street 
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Hopewell Presbyterian Church - 80 West Broad Street (1915) 

 
"Presbyterian Church" 

(n.d., Pierson card typically 1907/08) [pc SC] 

- Ege blacksmith 1870 

- Church built 1915 

  
Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Current 80 West Broad Street 

 

 
"Presbyterian Church" [n.d., pc WF] 

 

 
Current 80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

with Fellowship Hall and Education wing 

 

Phillips House - 86-88 West Broad (<1785) 

 
Current 86-88 W Broad Street 

- Phillips House, one of oldest houses in Hopewell, existed 1785 

- Church purchased 1962 
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Hopewell Academy - 75 West Broad Street (1855) 

- 1855 - Built as public school, known as Hopewell Academy [CRS] 

- May 1857 - Used for newly-established Hopewell Union Sabbath School [Ege] 

- 1871 - Used for Calvary Baptist Church evening services, before church built [CBC] 

- c. 1900 - Became Grand Army of the Republic Hall [CRS] 

- c. 1920 - Adapted to serve as a dwelling [CRS] 

 - Hopewell Presbyterian Church Timeline 

 

 
"Old Grand Army Hall" [pc by 1911, SC]  

Current 75 West Broad Street 

 

Hopewell Academy - Hopewell Cultural Resource Survey (1985): 

This fine structure was built c. 1855 to serve as the borough's public school and was known as the 

Hopewell Academy. The building (which originally had a steeple above its facade) remained in use as a 

school until c. 1900. At that time it became the headquarters of the local chapter of the Grand Army of 

the Republic, a veteran's organization. Around 1920 the building was adapted to serve as a dwelling and 

it remains in use as such today. 

 

2 story, 2 bay (3 bays wide) stuccoed stone building constructed c. 1855 as a public school. Rectangular 

in plan, altered entry centered in facade, first floor windows 6/6, 9/6 in upper story, louvered shutters . 

throughout except where removed (on east side and rear), 1 window altered, 2 cut down, flat roof with 

bracketed cornice on all sides, full width single story porch added c. 1920. 

 

First Presbyterian Church - History of Burlington and Mercer Counties, N. J. (1883): 

The First Presbyterian Church of the village of Hopewell grew out of a Sunday-school which 

was established there in 1865, and was formally organized Dec. 6, 1877. 

 

The chapel is a wood structure in the Gothic style of architecture, at the west end of the village. It has a 

seating capacity of three hundred, and is valued at four thousand dollars. It was erected in 1877. 

 

The Sunday-school, which was organized in 1865, has ever since been under the conduct of one 

superintendent, Ralph Ege. It numbers one hundred officers, teachers, and scholars. 
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Presbyterian Chapel - 79 West Broad Street (1877) 

- Nov. 1873 - Meeting at Ralph Ege's home (Stony Brook Road)  

 to discuss organization of a Presbyterian Church in Hopewell 

- Aug. 1877 - First service held in new Presbyterian Chapel in Hopewell 

- 1923 - Chapel sold, converted to house -  

 Turned 90 degrees, moved a short distance to the northeast, added porches at each end 

 Sold to Herman Veidt, president of Hopewell Chocolate Company [HP] 

 - Hopewell Presbyterian Church Timeline 

 

 
"First Presbyterian Church of Hopewell" [WG] 

 

 

  

Presbyterian Manse - 83 West Broad Street (1892) 

1892 - Manse built on West Broad Street 

 Finney and Fetter Saw Mill (Louellen & Model) made the church pews [HP] 

1955 - Manse on West Broad sold.  New manse on Louellen Street bought 

 - Hopewell Presbyterian Church Timeline 

 

 

"Presbyterian Church and Manse"  

[pc by 1907, WG] 

 

 

 
Current 79 & 83 West Broad Street 

(Church rotated 90 degrees) 
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Hopewell Presbyterian Church - 80 West Broad Street (1915) 

- c 1870 - S. Smith Ege's blacksmith and wheelwright shop established at corner of Broad and Louellen 

  (after 1869 and before 1875) 

- April 1904 - "Triangle" at Broad and Louellen purchased buy Church. Other source suggests 1913 

- April 1915 - New Church Sanctuary dedicated 

- Feb. 1968 - Church Education Wing Dedicated 

- Nov. 2013 - Church Sanctuary, refurbished and reoriented, is used for worship for the first time 

 - Hopewell Presbyterian Church Timeline 

 

 
Ege blacksmith (1910, HVHS) Church cornerstone (RM 2009) 

 

"The Phillips House in Hopewell Borough", David Blackwell, HVHS Newsletter, Fall 2020 (extracts): 

The small triangle of land on which the Phillips house stands was once part of the two hundred acre 

homestead farm of John Hart, the Signer, who died in 1779. This farm was willed to his son Nathaniel, 

but in 1785 it was purchased at auction by Thomas Phillips, a young Revolutionary War veteran from 

Maidenhead Township, now Lawrence.  

 

In 1822, the heirs of Thomas Phillips settled their father’s estate. Sons John, who had operated a 

tannery and lived in the church’s Phillips house, and his brothers Ephraim and Elijah, moved west, 

settling in Illinois and Pennsylvania. Their brother William and sister Sarah, with her husband Joseph 

Moore, bought the shares of the three brothers. Only brother Enoch pursued the division of a sixth 

share of the homestead. The lot he obtained consisted of 24 acres and all of the farm’s frontage on 

Broad Street; on the rear it was bounded by Louellen Street and Model Avenue. 

 

Enoch Phillips conducted the tannery business for many years, presumably near Model Avenue, turning 

the hides of local farmers into leather for shoes, harness, and other goods. In addition, he began to sell 

lots in 1847, which his son David and daughter Martha continued to do after his death in 1874. This 

family was in large measure responsible for the development of the northwest portion of Hopewell 

Borough. 

 

In 1888, David Phillips released the remainder of the 24 acres to his sister Martha. The property then 

consisted only of the land below Louellen Street in two lots, one of 14 acres to the west, and the other, 

the small triangle that contained the house and a blacksmith shop that stood where the church stands 

today, operated by Smith Ege. 

 

Martha Phillips lived in the house all her life. She wrote her will in 1898 and died in 1904, leaving as her 

executor Theodore Durling. It was he who sold the property to the church from the Martha Phillips 

estate in 1913. 
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Phillips House - 86-88 West Broad Street (<1785) 

- 1785 - Thomas Phillips buys property containing the Phillips House and the site of the Church.   

 Formerly owned by John Hart. 

- May 1962 - The historic Phillips house at 86-88 West Broad Street is purchased by the Church 

 - Hopewell Presbyterian Church Timeline 

 

 
Current 86-88, facing east 

 
Current Church and 86-88, facing west 

 

Phillips House - Hopewell Cultural Resource Survey (1985): 

This dwelling is among the oldest structures located within the borough. During much of the 19th 

century it was owned by the locally prominent Phillips family. In later years it came to be used as a 

multiple dwelling. It is presently owned by the Hopewell Presbyterian Church. 

 

Long 2 story frame dwelling built in several stages with substantial expansion occurring c. 1930. Smaller 

3 bay east wing includes the oldest portion of the house, the west 2 bays of this probably built during 

the late 18th century, eastern bay added c. 1930, foundation of older section random fieldstone, most 

windows 6/6, gable roof, interior end chimney in east wall. This older wing was substantially altered c. 

1930, eastern addition attached, front wall expanded (producing present recessed entry), roofline and 

several windows altered . Main block of house includes 7 bays, 5 bays to east represent 2-story center-

hall I-house built during the early 19th century; 2 bay west addition attached c. 1880 with matching 

roofline and cornice. The older section exhibits 6/6 windows (these also in added 2 bay section) and an 

entry with simple transom and sidelights flanked by pilasters, gable roof with 2 interior end chimneys, 

cornice probably original, age of dentils unclear. Additions  . 1930 include the porch at the west end and 

the 1 bay section and the garage attached to the rear. 
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Presbyterian Church Manse - 3 Louellen Street (1940)  

 
 

 

Current 3 Louellen Street 

 

- 1940 - Built as a private home 

- 1955 - New Manse on Louellen purchased 

  (Manse on West Broad sold) 

        - Hopewell Presbyterian Church Timeline 

 

Louellen House - 7 Louellen Street 

 

 

Current 7 Louellen Street 

 

[ House moved from Fort Dix?] 

- 1993 - Purchase of 7 Louellen Street 

- June 1994 - Dedicated as Louellen House 

- July 2009 - 7 Louellen Street sold 

        - Hopewell Presbyterian Church Timeline 

 

 

Sources 

This is an evolving document as more information is discovered. The information provided is based on 

the referenced sources. We welcome your feedback and new discoveries at HopewellHistoryProject.org. 

 

- Hopewell Presbyterian Church Timeline - from Ian Burrow 

- [Ege] Ralph Ege Notes for the Cornerstone of the Presbyterian Chapel, April 1877  

- [CBC] Hopewell Calvary Baptist Church - 95th Anniversary (1966) 

- [CRS] Hopewell Cultural Resource Survey (1985), N. J. Historic Preservation Office 

- [HP] Hopewell's Past, Betty Gantz (1987) 

- "The Phillips House in Hopewell Borough", David Blackwell, HVHS Newsletter, Vol. xxi, No. 2, Fall 2020, 

p 334 

"Joseph Moore Phillips, The Father of Hopewell", David Blackwell, HVHS Newsletter, Vol. xxxiii, No. 1, 

Summer 2014, p 736 

 

- Historic postcards courtesy: [SC] Steven Cohen, [WF] Bill Frenchu, [WG] Irene Wildgrube 

- Historic photos: [HHH] Healthful Historic Hopewell (1897), [HVHS] Hopewell Valley Historical Society 

- Current-day images: [RM] Roberta Mayer (2009), Doug Dixon (2020) 
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 69 Columbia Ave., Hopewell - Second Calvary Baptist Church (1959) 
 

Rev. 3/7/2021 x - D. Dixon 

 

The Second Calvary Baptist Church in Hopewell is the anchor of the eastern end of Columbia Avenue 

(the block from the corner of Maple Street and east to Elm Avenue), which is historically the primary 

residential area for the borough's black population. The current Church on Columbia was built in 1959, 

and was actually the second home of the congregation - The original Church was built on First Street at 

the corner of what was then the extension of Maple. That property is still owned by the Church and 

contains a small cemetery associated with the original Church. 

 

Second Calvary Baptist Church - Summary 

 

1894-85 - Prayer meetings in homes 

 

1897 - Original Church built, First St. at Maple 

   Originally First Colored Calvary Church 

   First Street Cemetery still on site 

   Organized 9/28/1897, Incorporated 8/31/1898 

   Rev. Thomas E. Johnson, pastor 

1903 - Paid off mortgage 

1908 - 10th Anniversary - Aug 30, 1908 

1914/16 - Rev. Daniel Wooding, pastor 

1917 - 20th Anniversary - Sept. 29, 1917 

1943 - Rev. F. F. Carter, pastor 

 

1959 - Current Church built, 69 Columbia 

    Rev. John A. Gaines 

1963 - Original Church deliberately burned 

 

1987 - Application to develop First St. cul-de-sac 

    and vacate Maple Street (unimproved) 

 
Church on First St. at Maple [1927 Sanborn] 

 

 
Church today at 69 Columbia at Maple 

 

We have assembled the story of the Second Calvary from sources including Church history, historic 

maps, research reports, and newspaper articles. However, we do not currently have historic 

photographs or Church documents, although local historian Elaine Buck reports that there is an image 

with a partial view of the original Church. 

 

In addition, this southeast corner of Hopewell Borough (on the east side of Princeton Avenue towards 

the site of the St. Michael's Orphanage) has a messy history of streets planned, used, and/or 

abandoned. In particular, Maple was originally the primary road from Hopewell to Princeton, and now 

ends at Prospect Street. 
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Southeast Hopewell 

The southeast corner of Hopewell Borough (down Princeton Avenue towards the site of the St. Michael's 

Orphanage) has seen major changes in the layout of its roads., which were originally designed as a grid 

of full-connected streets. 

 

 

Full Street Grid (1927) 

 

Broad to First, Princeton, 

Maple, and Elm  

 

- Maple was originally the 

primary road from Hopewell 

to Princeton, and now ends 

at Prospect Street.  

 

- First and Second Street also 

were never extended to 

meet Elm.  

 

[1927 Sanborn] 
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Hopewell-Princeton Road 

The original route south from Hopewell through Mount Rose to Princeton actually started from East 

Broad Street on what is now Maple Avenue, and then jogged over at what is now First Street to then 

continue on the Hopewell-Princeton Road. The original mid-18th century road was replaced c. 1870 by 

what is now Princeton Avenue (then called Union Avenue).  

 

Original Hopewell-Princeton Road (c. 1850) 

- south from Broad on Maple 

with jog west on First St. to Princeton Ave. 

 
1849 Mercer Cty, Otley & Keily 

Current direct route on Princeton Ave. (c. 1870) 

- on Hopewell-Princeton Road to Mount Rose 

(Maple to First St. still shown) 

 
1875 Mercer Atlas, Everts & Stewart  

 

Columbia Avenue 

Columbia Avenue parallels East Broad Street for four blocks between South Greenwood Avenue and 

South Elm Street. However, each of the four blocks was developed separately [Site Survey 1985]: 

 

- The Princeton to Maple block is the oldest, and was laid out c. 1870 to connect Maple (the original 

Hopewell-Princeton Road) and the newly opened Princeton Avenue. 

 

- The Seminary to Princeton block was laid out c. 1880; dwelling construction began immediately and by 

c. 1920 both sides of the block were fully occupied. 

 

- The Maple to Elm block first opened up c. 1900. The current Second Calvary Baptist Church was built 

on the corner of Maple in 1959. 

 

- The Greenwood to Seminary block was opened in 1910 with the extension of South Greenwood below 

Broad Street (where Columbia Hall was built in 1896). 
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Southeast Grid: Full Plan 

The southeast corner of Hopewell Borough was planned (e.g., in tax maps) with a grid of streets that 

were never fully built, so that portions appear intermittently on maps: 

 - Top to bottom: Broad, Columbia, Prospect, Second, and First  

 - Left to right: Princeton (then Union), Maple, and Elm 

  

1916 Street Plan 

 

Planned full grid of cross streets and 

block / lot numbering for Hopewell 

south of Broad St. and  

east of Princeton Ave. (then Union). 

 

Top to bottom: Broad to First 

Left to right: Princeton to Elm  

 

First Street not shown on the original 

map (off the bottom). 

 

[1916 Hopewell Tax Map] 

Southeast Grid: Current Streets 

When Princeton Avenue was opened c. 1870, the old route south along Maple past Prospect to Second 

and First Street was no longer used, since that area of town was not being developed.  

 

  

1993 Street Plan 

 

Tax map showing the current 

street layout, with Maple ending 

at Prospect and both Second and 

First Street ending in cul-de-sacs.  

Also shows both old and new 

block/lot numbering. 

 

Top to bottom: Broad to First 

Left to right: Princeton to Elm  

 

Old maps still variously showed 

portions of the full length of 

Maple to First Street, or the 

never-built First or Second Street 

extensions to Elm. 

 

[1993 Hopewell Tax Map] 
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Original Second Calvary Baptist Church on First Street 

We do not currently have contemporaneous photographs or documents for the original First Street 

Church. Instead, we can locate it through later maps, aerial photos, and newspaper reports.  

 

Maps - Second Calvary Baptist / First Street 

The Second Calvary Baptist Church property was at the NW corner of the intersection of First Street and 

the (original) diagonal of Maple. The building was apparently located up against the edge of First Street.  

 

 
Church Property on First St. on diagonal of former Maple 

[1993 Hopewell Boro  Tax Map] 

 
Church on First Street at corner of Maple [1927 Sanborn] 
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Aerials - Southeast Hopewell and the Second Calvary Baptist on First Street 

Images from New Jersey aerial surveys show some structure on the First Street property of the Second 

Calvary Baptist Church, but not enough detail to clearly distinguish buildings, trees, and the cemetery.  

 

1930 Aerial - Original Church location on First Street (annotated) 

 Broad to First / Princeton to Elm (best available resolution) 

  [1930 Grayscale NJOIT-OGIS] 
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Current-Day Aerial - Original Church location on First Street 

 Prospect to First / Princeton past Maple 

 [World Imagery NJOIT-OGIS]  
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History of the Second Calvary Baptist Church 

Church History 

The Second Calvary Baptist Church website provides a history of the founding and the development of 

the Church: 

During 1894-1895, a group of Christian men and women met in their homes on Wednesday and 

Sunday evenings for prayer and fellowship. In 1897, this group of Christians held a revival 

meeting in Stoutsburg, NJ. From that revival, a Church was founded which became recognized 

by the New Jersey Council of Ministers. Constitutions and by-laws were incorporated September 

1897. The Church was originally known as The First Colored Calvary Church of Hopewell 

Borough. We still have a list of 12 known gravesites and approximately 10-12 unknown and 

unmarked graves at the First Street Cemetery. The morticians at the time were Dade and 

Newsome. The congregation later selected the name Second Calvary Baptist Church. The 

present Church building at 69 Columbia Avenue was completed in 1959. 

 

Church Chronology - Original Church (1897) 

Chronology mostly extracted from newspaper articles. Includes reports of services, pastors, 

anniversaries, identification of streets, and cooperation with other local churches.  

 

1897 - Original Church built, [#8] First Street at Maple 

 Small frame structure - Close to First Street, NW corner of intersection with Maple 

 Property "conveyed from Bloomfield H. Kise and his wife" (farmer, saw mill, timber dealer) 

 "Originally known as The First Colored Calvary Church of Hopewell" 

 Then named Second Calvary Baptist Church 

 First Street Cemetery has "12 known gravesites and approx. 10-12 unknown and unmarked graves" 

 

1894-1895 - Met in homes for prayer and fellowship on Wednesday and Sunday evenings 

1897 - Revival meeting in Stoutsburg, NJ; Church founded, recognized by N. J. Council of Ministers 

8/1897 - Baptism at Stony Brook, Rev. Thomas E. Johnson,  

 pastor of "First Colored Baptist Mission, of Hopewell" 

9/28/1897 - First Colored Baptist Church of Hopewell organized 

2/1898 - "second Baptist church at Hopewell" 

 - T. E. Johnson, Pastor Mount Olive Baptist Church 

8/31/1898 - First Colored Baptist Church files articles of incorporation  

 - incorporators Silas Terry, Edward Waller, Wilson Walker 

10/26/1898 - Recognizing Council - Church formally recognized, free from debt 

 

1900 - Street lamp placed on corner of [unnamed!]  

  "street leading to the Second Calvary Baptist Church" 

1901 - Rev. Thomas E. Johnson, pastor 

  Services regularly listed in HH - 1st & 3rd Sundays, 2:30 and 7:30 pm 

1902 - Marriage of Harvey & Clark - 

 "in presence of a large number of invited guests, white and colored" 

1902 - Rev. Thomas E. Johnson & Daniel Wooding  

  purchase adjoining building lots on Columbia Ave. 

1903 - Paid off mortgage - Burn mortgage 

  "the only negro Baptist church in the state free of incumbrance" 
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1908 - Services 1st & 4th Sundays at 11 am and 7:30 pm - Mt Zion Trenton 1st & 3rd Sundays 

1908 - Colored Republican club organized - Thomas Johnson, Daniel Wooding 

1908 - 10th Anniversary (incorporated) service, Sun., Aug 30, 1908 

1914 - Death of Rev. Thomas E. Johnson 

1916 - Rev. Daniel Wooding ordained, pastor 

1917 - 20th Anniversary (organized) service, Thurs., Sept. 29, 1917 

1921 - Annual Baptist association to be held at Second Calvary -  

  representatives "from twenty-two colored Baptist churches" 

1923 - New light on Union Street near Second Calvary Baptist Church  

  [no cross street named] 

1927 - "1st Street" on map [1927 Sanborn] 

 [1930s - gap in newspapers] 

1943 - Rev. F. F. Carter, pastor 

1945 - Community Vacation Church School  

 - Calvary Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Second Calvary Baptist 

1948 - May Fellowship Day - Calvary Baptist, Methodist,  

 Second Calvary Baptist, Dutch Reformed Blawenburg 

1952 - Hopewell Boro selling 5 lots on "First Street"  

 adjacent to Second Calvary Baptist Church 

 

 
Hopewell Second Calvary Baptist Church 

69 Columbia Avenue, corner of Maple Street, built 1959 [AJJ 2003] 

 

Church Chronology - Current Church (1959) 

1959 - Current Church built, 69 Columbia Ave. at Maple 

 SW corner of Columbia and Maple - Rev. John A. Gaines, pastor 

 

1963 - "Abandoned" original Church on First Street deliberately burned 

  "[Two] fires were set on purpose by the local fire company" ... 

  "[Church] abandoned since 1959 when Rev. John A. Gaines  

   opened a new building at Columbia and Maple Streets" 

 

1987 - Application to develop First Street cul-de-sac  

 and vacate Maple Street (unimproved) 
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References / Notes 

Documents, photos, art, and maps - see the Hopewell Valley History Project, HopewellHistoryProject.org 

 

[HAHG] - Hopewell, A Historic Geography, Hunter & Porter (1990) 

[AJJ] - A Stroll Through Historic Hopewell, Audrey J. Jones (2003) 

[Site Survey 1985] - 1985 Cultural Resource Survey, Hopewell Borough 

 

 

[Sanborn] - Sanborn Fire Maps of Hopewell Borough (1902, 1912, 1927) 

[1993 Hopewell Boro Tax Map] - Shows old and new block / lot numbers.  

 (The First St. area was actually renumbered a third time.) 

 

[HH] - Hopewell Herald newspaper (ends 1955, has multiple gaps) 

[TET] - Trenton Evening Times newspaper 

 

Second Calvary Baptist Church website - secondcalvarybaptistchurch.com 
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Seminary Avenue 

Rev. 5/20/2022 b - D. Dixon 

Seminary Avenue (c1880) - East Side, Left to Right (Broad to Columbia) 

 
21 East Broad  

(by 1902) 

Groc. / Cox / Food 

 
6 Seminary  

(1906) 

Harry Cox 

 

 
8 [10] Seminary  

(by 1902, c2006) 

 

 
[12] 14 Seminary 

(by 1902) 

 
16 Seminary  

(by 1895) 

Bakery / Theatre 

 
18 / 20 Seminary  

(1898) 

Upholstering 

 
22 Seminary 

(c1913) 

Fletcher 

 
20 Columbia (NE) 

(by 1902) 

 

Seminary Avenue (c1880) - West Side, Left to Right (Columbia to Broad) 

 
21 Seminary  

(by 1927) 

Haines 

 
19 Seminary  

(by 1902) 

Holcombe / Mr. Hair 

 
17 Seminary  

(by 1902) 

Groceries 

 
15 [13] Seminary 

(by 1912) 

Firehouse / Library 

 

 
11 [13] Seminary 

(by 1902, c1963) 

Livery / Auto Parts 

 
15 East Broad 

(by 1899) 

Central Hotel 

 

 
Schanck's Market 

(c1945-c1958) 

 

 
Hw Fire Dept 

(1912-1921) 
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East Broad Street & South Greenwood Avenue 

East Broad Street and Seminary Ave. 

23 East Broad  

(c 1865 - Boggs) 

Hopewell Seminary 

21 East Broad  

(by 1902 - Allen) 

Grocery 

21 East Broad  

(c1915 - A&P) 

Groc. / Cox / Food 

15 East Broad 

(by 1899) 

Central Hotel 

East Broad Street - from Seminary to Greenwood 

13 East Broad 

(1890) 

Natl Bank / Library 

9 East Broad  

(<1935) 

Stults Vet / Coffee 

3 East Broad 

(1872) 

Calvary Baptist Church 

1 E Broad  

(1892/c1893) 

Calvary Baptist Manse 

Broad Street at Greenwood 

1 West Broad (SW) 

Behre's Hall (1893) 

Drugstore (1894) 

7 West Broad (SW) 

(by 1918) 

Store / Market 

2 East Broad (NE) 

Cook's Block (1890-99) 
2 East Broad (NE) 

(1914) 

National Bank 

South Greenwood Avenue - Broad to Columbia 

6-8 South Greenwood

(by 1890) 5 South Greenwood 

Columbia Hall  (1896) 

Colonial Playhouse 

(1939) 

9 S Greenwood  

(late 1950s) 

Hopewell Post Office 

4-6 Columbia

High School (c1910) 

Firehouse (c1941) 
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Rev. 5/20/2022 b - D. Dixon - Summary of properties along Seminary, East Broad, and South Greenwood 
 

Seminary Ave. - East Broad to Columbia (c 1880) - East side 

 
21 East Broad  

(by 1902) 

Retail 

1920 - *Harry Cox 

1959-1990s - Ray Cox 

barber 

 
6 Seminary (alley) 

(1906 - late 1950s)  

Harry L. Cox Barber 

1900 - Farm laborer (15)  

1906 - Cox shop 

1923-45 - *Cox & Cray 

1950s - Cronce & Cray> 

late 50s - demolished 

 

 
8 [L] Seminary 

(by 1902) 

1902 - Laundry 

1919 - Stout Tinning 

1929 - L & J Elec > 

1931 - Jones Elec > 

1938 - Helen Fischer> 

1952 - Scott's Shoes 

1959 - Cronce & Cray 

 

 
[10] [R] Seminary 

(rebuilt c2006) 

 

1912,27 - Tinning 

1938 - *Plump's 

1940 - Lafayette Clean 

1947 - Hw Radio 

1954 -Pakman jeweler> 

2008+ - Angel Paws Pet 

 
[12] [L] Seminary 

(by 1902) 

1902 - Bakery 

1912 - Hw Elec, Brook 

1921 - Ashlan Pop Corn 

1947 - Corcoran Liquor >  

1964 - Vorhees 

R.E. / Insure. 

20xx+ - Conversations 

Hair Salon 

 
14 [R] Seminary 

(by 1902) 

1921 - *Ashton Bros. 

second-hand 

1950 - Reed & *Hullfish 

contractors 

1950 - > Helen Fischer 

Beauty Shop 

c1970 - Doll House Shop 

Betty Wyckoff 

 
16 Seminary 

(by 1895) 

Bakery / Theatre 

189x -*VanDyke bake 

1902-*CN Allen bak> 

1914 - Hope Theatre 

(add front) 

1922 - *Alvah Smith 

Hw Bakery (back) 

1922 - Fire 

 
16 Seminary (Front) 

1923 - Hw Elec., Lowe 

1930 - > L & J Elec 

1932 - Puritan Meats 

1937 - > Jones Elec > 

1942 - *Lesser Dept St 

1968 - *Smith Fam. St 

1979 - *Dana Comm. > 

2013 - Sticks & Stones 

2018+ - Seeds to Sew 

 
18 [L] Seminary  

(1898) - Behre 

1898- *Fred. Behre, 

Hardware (L?) 

1912 - Elec / Paint 

1937 - Everitt 
 

 

 
20 [R] Seminary  

1927 - Ida Pancoast pies 

1940 -*Cruser Laundress 

1952 - *>Rbt. MacIntosh 

upholstering (1939>) 

1970s - *S. Mondshein > 

Maple Leather Co bags 

1990+-Beth Ann Designs 

 
22 Seminary 

(c1913) - Fletcher 

1913 - *John Fletcher 

Reading, Glenmoore 

1913-39 - Boro Clerk  

1950s - *Quigley 

1960 - *Dr. Carlucci  

1976 - *F. Mahood 

 
20 Columbia (NE) 

(by 1902) 

1902- Dwelling 

1927 - Dansberry 
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Seminary Ave. - Columbia to Broad (c 1880) - West side (Hopewell Inn) 

 

 
21 Seminary [corner] 

(by 1927) 

Haines / Residential 

 

by 1932 - *Rella Haines 

1979 - *Donald Moore 

1996 - *McShea 

 

 
19 Seminary (by 1902) 

Holcomb / Mr Haircut  

 

by 1902 - *Walter Savidge 

1911 - *Wm. Slugg 

1919 - *Monroe Holcombe 

1948 - *Russell Servis 

 

1972 - *>Robert Witkowski 

Mr. Haircut 

1954 - Barber in Navy 

1959 - Cronce - 8 Sem. 

1963 - 45 E Broad 

 
17 Seminary (by 1902) 

Grocery Stores 

1902 - Agri. Impl. 

1925 - *Rich. Edling's Groc 

1945 - *Ed. Schanck's Mkt 

1952- Sal Scibetta Deli 

1958 - Joe. Vaccarino 

(Hw Country Store) 

1964 - Paul & Rita Ehrlich > 

1978? - Jim Wyckoff 

1978 - *Cris Blackstone Print 

1983 - *Tony Mento Antiques 

1998 - *Lewis Kassel photo.  

(Doreen K. - Boro Bean) 

2015 - Hw. Creative Arts 

 
15 [13] Seminary (1912) 

Firehouse / Library 

1912-21 - Hw Fire Dept > 

1914 - Hw Bldg & Loan > 

1915-25 - Library 2nd > 

1932 - Riley Tire/Radio 

1949 - Dr. Dillworth 

1950 - Joe. Mallia Cleaners 

1951 - Sal. Ranieri Paint 

1988 - Book, Gallery 

1990 - Priory PR  

 
11 [13] Seminary (by 1902) 

Livery / Auto Repair 

[frame - set back, gone] 

1902 - Andrew Cray's Livery 

1912 - Livery 

1917 - Forsythe  

Funeral Dir 

1927 - Geo. Clark Auto Repair 

1946 - *J & S Motor Rebuild 

 John Boice & Sam Oliver 

1959 - *Corlette - Auto Parts 

c1963 - Destroyed fire 

 

 
11 [13] Seminary (by 1969) 

[block - Auto Parts] 

 

c1965 - Built current block 

Hw Auto Parts (NAPA) 

*Douglas & Sally Corlette 

Joe Toth 

 

2018 - Renovated 

*R. B. Homes - Roman Barsky 
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East Broad St. & Seminary Ave. / Blackwell Ave. 

 

 
23 E Broad (c 1865) 

Hopewell Seminary (1866-c1890) 

Female Seminary (School) 

Main (R) - 2 1/2 story - 

Second Empire, Mansard roof 

Basement - Kitchen, dining 

1st - School, parlor, music 

2nd/3rd - Rooms & dormitories 

Addn. (L) - 2 story - by 1875? 

Miss Elizabeth Boggs (1829-1912) 

& sister Mary J. Boggs 

- Elder John Boggs (OSBC 40 yrs) 

- Teach Penn. Seminary 

- Principal, Wash DC - Civil War 

1920s/40s - Van Arsdale Apts 

1980s-90s - Arlette's Beauty Shop 

? - Shear Madness (to RR Pl) 

2012 - Jack & Charlie's ice cream 

 
21 E Broad (by 1899) 

1-story - Grocery 

1899 - Morrell groc. (1 story) 

1909 - C. N. Allen bake & groc  

1915-50s - A&P groc 

1919 - Russell Leming's meat 

 

 Left 

1947-c50 - Cox's Corner rest. 

1951-80s - Cox Cobweb antiq 

1964 - Fire ruins restaurant 

 

1980c - Hw Cntry Florist 

1997 - Buds & Bows 

2006 - Hw Podiatrist 

 

2011 - Da's Kitchen 

2017 - Thana Thai 

2020 - Ottoburger > 

 
21 E Broad (c1915) 

Barber ... Restaurants 

 

 

 

 

 

Right 

1950s-90s - Cox barber 

 

 

2000s - Steve's Bait & Tackle  

2003 - Slim's Fins & Furs 

 

2007 - The Peasant Grill >2018 

2018 - Tomatellos 

 
10 E Broad (c 1875) 

Cook / Hageman 

Built 1875-1887 

by 1897 - A. S. Cook 

[Cook's Block, 2 E Broad] 

by 1909 - J . A. Hageman 

c1940 - Dr Theodore A. Pierson 

 

Italianate w/Stick Style elements 

 

 
14 E Broad (1879) 

Purington 

Built 1879 - W. J. Purington,  

   Elder, Old School Baptist 

 

c1940 - Cornelius N. Allen 

50s/60s - Neves board house 

 

 

Elaborated I-house with 

Italianate eave brackets 

 
28 E Broad (1877) 

Stout / Museum 

1877 - Randolph Stout 

1906 - H. A. Smith 

1924 - Hopewell Free Public 

Library and Museum 

[1965 - Library to 13 E Broad] 

1967 - Rear addition 
 

Second Empire-style 

brownstone 
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East Broad St. - Seminary to Greenwood - South side 

 

 
15 E Broad 

Central Hotel (c 1878) 

by 1878 - Drug Store, Sextons 

1883 - Millinery, Mrs. Carter 

1893 - Andrew Cray's Hotel 

aka "Central Hotel" + livery 

1899 - John Corcoran 

1915 - Fred Jackson, Apts 

1927 - Paul & Bertha Gebhart 

1949 - Anton & Rosie Mar  

"Hopewell Valley Inn" 

1970-Albert & Rose Rathousky 

1977 - Erno & Rose Nemeth 

(stucco, Tudor, octagonal) 

2000 - Susie & Paul Molnar 

2022 - Genesis Hospitality 

 
13 E Broad (1890) 

National Bank / Library 

1890 - Hw National Bank 

1902-12 - rear addition 

1914 - Bank to 2 E Broad 

c1915-48 - Post Office 

1920s-65 - N. J. Bell (2nd) 

1922 - Purchased by Library  

      & Museum Funding Assoc. 

[1925 - Library to 28 E Broad] 

1950s - Hw Savings & Loan (1st) 

1965 - Library from 28 E Broad 

11 E Broad (c 1870) 

Antiques 

Built c . 1870 

c1940 - Walter Sinclair, duplex 

1970s - Devlin 

1976 - Antiques 

1989 - Antiques - Rails 

David & Betty McGrail 

now - Welbourne Robinson 

Antiques 

 
9 E Broad St (<1935) 

Stults Vet / Coffee  

1935 - Dr. Amos W. Stults 

  Vet in back (crematorium) 

1978 - Hw Veterinary Group 

to 230 Hw-Penn Rd. 

- Amos Sr. active to 2009 

 - Dr. Amos "Bud" Stults Jr. 

200x - Failte Coffeehouse 

- prev. 37 W Broad (1999) 

2007 - Boro Bean (Kassel) 

Back various restaurants 

- Entrata, Sweetgrass 

 
3 E Broad (1872) 

Calvary Baptist Church 

1872 - Church built 

by 1913 - Outside steps, 

    up to sanctuary, with roofing 

1952 - New entrance with 

columns 

1993 - New steeple, 

    weathervane 

 
1 E Broad  (1892/c1893) 

Calvary Baptist Manse 

Parsonage of  

Calvary Baptist Church 

 

1892 - Built 

1893 - Burned down 

c1893 - Replaced with current 
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Broad St. & Greenwood Ave. 

 

 
1 E Broad  (1892/c1893) 

Calvary Baptist Manse 

Parsonage of Baptist Church 

1892 - Built 

1893 - Burned down 

c1893 - Replaced with current 

 
2 E Broad (1914) 

National Bank 

1890 - Cook's Block built 

1899 - Cook's Block fire 

1914 - Hopewell National Bank 

to Princeton Bank to PNC 

1922 - Hw Building & Loan (2nd) 

c1980 - Programmed Control 

by 1985 - > Dana Communications 

 

 
2-4 W Broad (c 1845) 

Blackwell / Titus / Dalrymple 

10 W / 14 W  (c1870) - Dr Miller 

18 W  (c1850) - Blackwell 

22 W (c1850) - Hyde/Wood 

24 W (by 1887) - JS Van Dike 

2, 18, 22 very similar 

46 W Broad (1822) - OSBC 

 
1 W Broad (1894) 

Holcombe Block 

Rexall Drugs / 5 & 10 

[1893 - Behre's Hall fire] 

L - Rexall Drugs / Hw Pharmacy 

c1894 - Geo. E. Pierson 

c1920 - Paul S. Cutter / Edling 

c 1962 - Caputo & Neeley 

1987 - Palmieri & Ragazzo 

2018 - Hobson & Jaderlund 

 

R - 5 & 10 Store 

1894-1925 - Williamson Store 

-1943 - "The Spot" ice cream 

c1950 - Miller's 5c & 10c 

1950s - 5 & 10 

-> Pharmacy for cards, etc. 

-> Pharmacy Compounding  

 

Rear (Greenwood door) 

to 1915 - Post office; Paint 

 
7 W Broad (by 1918) 

Store / Market 

 

1918 - Lehman's Economy Store 

1926..1967 - American Store 

1967 - Hw Village Market 

(Angelo Pagano) 

2001-18 - Brothers Moon 

(Will Mooney) 

 

7 W Broad Annex 

Holcomb Plumbing storage (19 W) 

200x - Brothers Moon expand 

 

 
15 W Broad (by 1887/1912) 

Dalrymple 

by 1887 - JM Dalrymple 

Carriage & Harness Repository 

c 1912 - built - Dr. Robert Miller 

 
19 W Broad (c 1750) 

Hopewell Academy 

1750 / 1800 - Baptist Parsonage 

Rev. Isaac Eaton 

1756-c1768 - Hw Academy 

(James Manning -> Brown) 

1794/1849 - Blackwell 

1860 - Patrick Riley 

1920 - J. M. Dalrymple 

1940 - G. N. Holcombe, plumber 

Runyon 
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South Greenwood Ave. - Broad to Columbia (c 1896) 

 

 

 
6-8 S Greenwood (by 1890) 

 

Formerly Dalrymple barn?  

1890 - on 1890 Scarlett map 

1893 - Survived Behre's Hall fire  

 
5 S Greenwood  (1896) 

Columbia Hall 

[1893 - Hook & Ladder fire house 

destroyed in Behre's Hall fire] 

1896 - Columbia Hall - H&L 

   - 1st fl. - Fire trucks  

& Boro council 

   - 2nd fl. - Community hall 

(movies, lectures, theater) 

    - Also school study hall 

 

 

 
5 S Greenwood  (1939) 

Colonial Playhouse  

1939 - Colonial Playhouse  

1960s - "Mirror of America"  

- Gallup polling 

1984 - Off-Broadstreet Theater 

(Julie & Bob Thick) 

2015 - Hopewell Theater 

 

 
9 S Greenwood (late 1950s) 

Hopewell Post Office 

Hopewell Boro Post Offices 

1825 - 48 W Broad 

(Phillips Hotel / Hw House) 

1849..1860 - 46-48 E Broad  

(Blackwell's store & PO - Pr. Ave.) 

1876 - 47 W Broad - McPherson 

1890..1899 - 2 E Broad  

(Cook's Block, fire) 

c1900-1915 - 1 W Broad 

(Holcombe Block rear, Drugs) 

1915 - 13 E Broad (Bank) 

1948 - 26 Blackwell / Railroad 

late 1950s - 9 S Greenwood 

 
4-6 Columbia (c 1910) 

High School 

Hopewell Boro Schools 

1756 - Hw Academy - 46 WBroad 

c1785 - Schhouse - OSBC 46W Bd 

1856 - 1st Pub Sch - 75 W Broad 

1866 - Female Seminary 

1888 - Model Sch - 12-18 Model 

1899, 1907 - Model add wings 

1910 - High School - 4-6 Colum 

1915 - Model annex - 20 Model 

1926 - Hw Elementary Sch - 35 Pr 

1929 - High school to Pennington 

 
4-6 Columbia (c 1940) 

Firehouse, Boro Hall 

1910 - Hopewell High School  

[3 stories] 

c1941 - Hopewell Fire Dept.  

[2 stories] 

- also Boro Hall 

- Add truck bay (Greenwood)  

- Add EMU bay (Columbia) 

2012 - Boro Hall to 88 E Broad 

 

 

1992 - Hopewell (Gazebo) Park 
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Hopewell Fires - Broad & Greenwood 

Behre's Hall Fire (1893) - Broad & South Greenwood 

1887 - Hopewell Hook & Ladder founded 

1887 - Erect H&L building - 1 story (Charles Drake) 

1887 - Map -  Behre / Oyster Saloon, Gandy Druggist 

1890 - Map -  H&L, Drugs, Plumber 

1893 - Conrad Behre building hall - current hardware store 

 

7/31/1893 - Behre's Hall fire ("immense new hall") 

- Conrad Behre hardware store, plumbing and tin shop 

- Whitehead basement tobacco and cigar store and pool room 

- WW Morrell meat and vegetable market building 

- Merz's jewelry, new one story frame 

- Hook and Ladder Truck house 

- Calvary Baptist Church parsonage 

1896 - Hook & Ladder builds Columbia Hall 

- South Greenwood opened 

 
[Scarlett 1890] 

(before S. Greenwood opened) 

 

Cook's Block Fire (1899) - Broad & North Greenwood 

1890 - A. S. Cook's Block built [lived 10 E Broad] 

    Frame building covered by sheet iron 

    included telephone company, post office 

1893 - Behre's Hall fire - hosed and evacuated 

7/11/1899 - Cook's Block fire - "burned to the ground" 

- Hw Telephone and Construction's central office 

- F. F. Holcombe, post office 

- T. J. Sheppard, grocery; A. Zanelh, fruits 

- James Smith, tailor; M. D. Puglia, barber 

- E. S. Brewster, warerooms [G. E. Pierson, druggist] 

- Jr. O.U.A.M and Knights of the Pythias lodges 

- 1-story small frame rear - John S. Van Dyke, lawyer 

 
Cook's Block (1890 - 1899) 

 

Hopewell Fire Companies (H&L 1877, Union 1885, Hw Fire Dept 1911) 

5/1877 - Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company formed, building S Greenwood entrance 

8/1893 - H&L fire house destroyed in Behre's Hall fire 

c 1895 - H&L builds Columbia Hall (5 S Greenwood) - Trucks on 1st floor, community hall on 2nd floor 

1885 - Union Fire Company organized - Model Ave.? 

7/1917 - Union Hook & Ladder merger - H&L with Union Fire Company - Columbia Hall 

1911 - Hopewell Fire Department organized - Build Fire House 1912 (15 Seminary) 

1918 - Hopewell Fire Department under Borough 

1921 - Hopewell Fire Department merges with Union Hook & Ladder - Columbia Hall 

c1941 - Hopewell Fire Department moves to High School building (4-6 Columbia), also Borough Hall 

2012 - Hopewell Borough Hall moves to 88 East Broad 
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 10 East Broad / Blackwell, Hopewell - Soupe du Jour (1972) 
 

Rev. 7/18/2021 x - D. Dixon 

 

Soupe du Jour was a beloved Hopewell fixture for 35 years. It was founded at the Tomato Factory 

Antiques Center in 1972 by Valerie Hartshorne and Frad Young, and moved in 1973 to Blackwell Ave. 

Patty Phillips then took over the business from 1980 to 2007. The restaurant was part of making 

Hopewell a destination - you could shop at the antique stores, visit the Hopewell Museum, and always 

stop by Soupe du Jour for a hearty lunch. 

 

1972 - 1980 - Hartshorne & Young [8 years] 

    - Valerie Hartshorne & Frad Young  

 

3/22/1972 - Opened in Tomato Factory 

    Tiny enclosed porch, 8 tables, seat 15 

    Soup, bread, cheese, dessert 

    $2.50 - no tax, no tipping, Tues - Fri 12 - 2 pm  

 

1/1973 - Move to Blackwell Ave. 

    Former garage, seat 24, $3, Tues - Sat 12 - 2 pm 

    1975 - $3.50 - From 50 to 70 customers a day 

    1979 - $3.75 

 

1980 - 2007 - Patty Phillips  [27 years] 

3/1980 - Bought business 

1980 - Lunch $5, 2 soups 

1980 - Open Mondays 

1980 - Add weekly dinner - Thurs./Fri. - $8-$12 

1981 - Add weekly evening coffeehouse, $3 cover 

1982 - Lunch $6, salad instead of soup $5  

1982 - Expanded hours - 11:30 am - 2:30 pm 

1983 - No longer closed in August 

1984 - Add Sunday brunch, 11 - 2:30 

1985 - Lunch $7.95; 1987 $8.95  

2002 - Lunch $10.95, add sandwiches, $9-$15 

2002 - Sunday brunch $9 - $15 

 

7/2007 - Closed - joined Pennington Market 

 

 

Basic Soupe du Jour Lunch Menu 

    Tureen of soup in enamel bowls 

    Bread & cheese on wooden paddle 

    Vegetables and dip 

    Dessert bars, fruit on skewers, coffee & tea 

    Prix-fixe - no tax, no tip 
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1972 - 1980 - Hartshorne & Young 

Soupe du Jour was founded in 1972 by two friends, Valerie Hartshorne and Frad (Francis) Young.  

 

Although first proposed facetiously over cocktails one December evening, the idea of a 

restaurant for shoppers seemed potentially a pretty good way to earn some of the extra bucks 

needed to shove the kids through college. [Princeton Shopper, 10/1975] 

 

Hartshorne describes the development of the restaurant in an article she published in Family Circle 

magazine, 10/10/1977: "How Two Housewives Started A Successful Part-Time Restaurant." (This 

resulted in an outpouring of letters from readers, thanking her for the inspiration and encouragement to 

try their own ideas.) 

 

When I proposed the idea of starting a business no one in our community had ever tried, with no 

money of our own and no experience as restaurateurs, Frad enthusiastically agreed. 

[Valerie Hartshorne, Family Circle, 10/18/1977] 

 

The business was started with an investment of $1000 (and $644.98 actually spent), with the plan to 

clear about $100 a week, assuming they could serve 15 lunches a day: 

 

At $2.50 a lunch, that would amount to $37.50 a day, or $187.50 a week. Deducting $50 a week 

for ingredients (don't forget, that was 1972), $25 for rent and, say, $9 for the 5% sales tax in 

New Jersey, we could clear about $103 a week.  [Family Circle 1977] 

 

1972 - Tomato Factory 

Soupe du Jour opened in March 1972, in a tiny enclosed porch in the Tomato Factory Antiques Center 

building at 2 Somerset Street. At the time, the Tomato Factory hosted a dozen antique stores and an 

interior decorating firm. The Soupe du Jour room had only eight tables, and could seat 15 people. 

 

There was no stove in the room, so they cooked the soup and bread and desserts at home. And there 

was no running water (there was a bathroom sink through the dress shop), so they took the dishes and 

pots home at the end of the day to wash them. And they used a refrigerator in the back of the building. 

 

 
Soups at Tomato Factory 

- Frad Young (1972) 

 
Bread and cheese at Tomato Factory 

- Valerie Hartshorne (1972) 
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Soupe du Jour was open from Tuesday to Friday, noon to 2 pm. Lunch cost $2.50. They originally offered 

a glass of sherry as a cocktail, but had to stop because they 

did not have a liquor license. 

 

The basic Soupe du Jour menu and approach was established 

from the very beginning, with a focus on simplifying the 

entire process, from cooking, to setting the tables, to 

cleaning up after. Lunch included a tureen of soup, bread, 

and cheese. The soup was served in plain but colorful enamel 

bowls. Mussel shells were provided in lieu of spoons for 

spooning garnish into the soup. 

 

Dessert included fresh fruit served on a wooden skewer, small pastry squares, and coffee or tea. The 

pastries included brownies, lemon square, fudge, chocolate mint, and toffee nut bars. There were no 

plates; instead each setting had a small wooden paddle for the bread and cheese and then the dessert. 

Unserved soup also was frozen and sold in quarts. 

 

Another core Soupe du Jour policy was the fixed price, with no additional tax or tipping. Due to limited 

seating, reservations were required (or strongly encouraged in later years). 

 

This combination of the blue-and-white tablecloths, white walls and bright yellow, blue, green 

and red soup bowls and tureens has been the basic Soupe du Jour decor since [1972]. 

[Family Circle 1977] 

 

However, after a year of work, it was clear that the space at the Tomato Factory was simply too small to 

justify the work involved, so Soupe du Jour needed to move. 

 

With about 13 customers a day, principal and interest payments to make on our loan, and being 

open only four days a week, we were taking home about $25 every two or three weeks. Gross 

sales for the 10 months of that year amounted to $5,646.40; our profits were $740 each. (That 

works out to about 50 cents an hour.) Working under those conditions in such a child-sized place 

for that kind of money was ridiculous.  [Family Circle 1977] 
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1973 - 1980 - Blackwell Ave.  

In January 1973, Hartshorne and Young moved Soupe du Jour to a former garage building behind 10 East 

Broad Street and off Blackwell Avenue, which would allow more room - and a real stove and 

refrigerator. 

 

The building, once a garage, housed one large room with a brick floor, a vaulted ceiling and huge 

windows which admitted generous quantities of lunchtime light. Even more exciting were the 

sink and the bathroom.  [Family Circle 1977] 

 

 
View of neighboring antique shop  

at Blackwell Ave. (1973)   

 
Entrance with signs 

at Blackwell Ave.  (1974) 

 

They expanded to being open on Saturday, and raised the lunch price to $3.00. The new location on the 

main street helped business pick up from 13 to 25 customers a day, even without advertising. 

 

This word-of-mouth reputation brought a growing press coverage, which, in turn, attracted more 

customers. Gross sales for 1973 reached $13,000, or almost triple those of 1972. Our profits 

almost quadrupled- from $1,480 to $5,706.  [Family Circle 1977] 

 

 
Original sign (1970s) 

 
Building after sale (1980) 
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In addition to the happy customers, press coverage of Soupe du Jour was almost glowing (see below). 

The best one-liner came from the Philadelphia Inquirer in 1976: "one of the world's most charming 

restaurants." But the big boost to the business came from a front-page feature in the Princeton Shopper 

in October, 1965: "I've eaten in some of the world's greatest restaurants... But none ... can claim to have 

been quite so delightful." 

The week the article appeared, our sales jumped from an average of about 50 customers a day 

to about 70. We knew we'd suddenly moved into a new kind of business and that we'd better do 

something about it. ... We were on our way.   [Family Circle 1977] 

 

The price of lunch increased to $3.50 by 1976, and $3.75 by 1979, continuing to rise around 25 cents a 

year. The work for the founders included running the restaurant on-site, and the off-site work for 

cooking and baking. 

Frad waits on tables fewer days now but puts in a 15-hour cooking-baking-marketing stint each 

week to turn out three days' supply of soup, 24 loaves of bread and desserts. I spend more time 

with customers, less time cooking (two days' supply of soup, 24 loaves of bread and desserts).  

[Family Circle 1977] 

 

 
Hartshorne at Tomato Factory (1972) 

 
Young and Hartshorne  

with Young's miniature of the new building  (1973) 

 

In her Family Circle article, Hartshorne describes the result and satisfaction of their work: 

From a hit-or-miss beginning on a tiny porch with no running water, few customers and on a 

borrowed $1,000, we have built a part-time restaurant business that should net each of us 

$10,000 this year while permitting us six weeks of vacation and the enjoyment of doing what we 

love and being our own bosses. Our restaurant, which is open for lunch only, is called the Soupe 

du Jour, and that's exactly what we serve--a homemade soup of the day, plus homemade bread, 

imported cheese, dessert and coffee or tea. And the remarkable success of this simple idea has 

stunned us. ... It's very hard work, but we couldn't imagine not doing it. Besides, our profits keep 

going up, and Soupe du Jour has become an established part of the community. There's 

something else that's part of our success. When people see Frad and me in our restaurant - those 

two perfectly ordinary housewives - they get the feeling that they could do this just as well. And 

they could!  [Family Circle 1977] 

 

The Next Day 

Valerie Hartshorne and Frad Young sold the business in 1980, when Young was ready to retire. 

Hartshorne than started a catering company that operated for the next decade or so, serving events 

from a dinner for four to a wedding for 200. 
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1980 - 2007 - Patty Phillips 

In March 1980, Patty (Patricia) Phillips purchased Soupe du Jour from Valerie Hartshorne and Frad 

Young. In the 1970s, Phillips had been a ceramic painter for sculptor Edward Marshall Boehm, and had 

more recently done professional cooking. And she understood Soupe du Jour from having worked there 

the previous year. 

"It's good, fresh food at a reasonable price" ... "We like to have fun, for you to leave with your 

belly full, and for you to get a good bang for your buck. Mostly, it's just fun. Life is short." 

[Patty Phillips, quoted in the New York Times, 10/21/2001] 

 

 
Patty Phillips (c 1990) 

 
New sign (c 1980) 

 

Phillips worked to expand the menu, and the business, while still retaining the style and charm of the  

Soupe du Jour concept. In the first year, Phillips expanded lunch to six days a week (including Monday) 

at $5.00, and started providing two soup options each day. She also introduced a weekly dinner at a 

fixed price of $9 to $12, depending on that day's menu (Thursday and then Friday, 6:30 to 9 pm). 

 

In 1981, Phillips began a several-year experiment with a weekly Coffeehouse evening with live music on 

Wednesday nights, for a $3 cover charge. It was fun, but unfortunately not financially viable.  

 

By 1982, Phillips expanded the lunch hours to 11:30 am to 2:30 pm (from 12 to 2 pm), Monday to Friday. 

And by 1983, she was running the restaurant year-round, instead of taking August off due to the heat. 

She also experimented with tweaking the lunch menu to offer salad for $5 instead of soup for $6. 

 

 
Front windows (1983) 

 
Tables (1992) 
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Phillips also upgraded the equipment in the building, installing a six-burner Vulcan commercial stove to 

allow serious cooking on the premises, including dinners and brunches. The building had no air 

conditioning, so she added ceiling fans and an awning for the outside patio for hotter days (and later 

some window units). The Sunday brunch menu also changed during hot weather to omit dishes from the 

grill. And the building had no heat, except for the stove, so she also added electric heaters by the 

windows. 

 
Kitchen & back (1982) 

 
View from stove facing door (1992) 

 

By 1984, Phillips added a Sunday brunch from 11 am to 2:30 pm, which featured Eggs Benedict, 

pancakes, French toast, and sandwiches. lunch was $8.95 by 1987, and $10.95 in by 1992. 

 

In 2002, Phillips made a final upgrade to the menu, offering three sandwiches "for the husbands," grilled 

cheese, smoked turkey, and BLT. Lunch then varied from $9 to $15, and Sunday brunch was $9 to $15. 

 

 
Evening dinner panorama (1990s) 
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The End of the Day 

In July 2007, Patty Phillips was forced to close the Soupe du Jour 

restaurant. The business had operated for 35 years since it was 

founded, and Phillips had run it for 27 years. 

 

"Soupe du Jour opened at the site in 1980 and closed July 29, 2007 after lease negotiations broke 

down between restaurant owner Patty Phillips and property owner Alec Gallup. Mr. Gallup 

evicted the restaurant owner from the property. About 1,000 patrons signed a petition 

supporting Ms. Phillips in her efforts to avoid closing the popular eatery."  

[Community News, 3/13/2008] 

 

Pennington Quality Market (2007) 

Phillips moved to the Pennington Quality Market in September 2007, where she still prepares Soupe Du 

Jour soups, "notable for their imaginative names, their even more imaginative ingredients and, most 

importantly, their exceptional, savory flavors." [Bucks Local News, 6/24/2009] 

 

"Coming from an artistic background, I model my soups after painting. I look for color, I look for 

shapes, I look for texture. Even many of the names follow colors [such as "Black Mushroom" and 

"Green Peppercorn"]. Taste is the last thing I think about because it's the last thing you get, isn't 

it?"  [Patty Phillips in Bucks Local News, 6/24/2009] 

 

Nomad Pizza Company (2010) 

The former Soupe du Jour building was later taken over by the Nomad Pizza Company in 2010, when the 

company opened its first store. 

 

Nomad began in 2006 as a venture by partners Thomas Grim & Stalin Bedon that provided mobile 

pizzeria catering to local private parties, using a 1949 REO Speed Wagon truck equipped with a wood-

burning brick oven imported from Italy. 
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Menu and Recipes 

The core Soupe du Jour style and menu remained very consistent through the years, although the 

specific soup offerings varied widely depending on interest and available ingredients. A perennial 

favorite cited by both Hartshorne and Phillips was spinach and leek. 

 

Hartshorne and Young Menus (1972 - 1980) 

"Valerie and Frances have anywhere from 60 to 70 recipes 

from which they prepare a different soup every day." 

[Princeton Shopper, 10/1975] 

Sample lunch menu: 

• Tureen of soup 

• French bread, cheese, vegetable tray 

• Dessert: Fruit stick, small pastries, coffee or tea  

(brownies, lemon square, fudge bars, chocolate mint, toffee nut bars) 

Sample soups mentioned in newspaper coverage: 

• 1972 - Zucchini, Canadian split pea, hunters' chowder, corn and fish, 

    puree mongol muligatawney, fish chowder 

• 1975 - 60 to 70 recipes - Spinach leek, Caribbean fish chowder, garbure, Roman egg plant, 

    chicken and brussel sprouts, kaldo berd, Canadian split pea, lima bean and ham; 

    Offered with Foutina or Tibo Scandinavian cheese, and "Flavored from tiny carafe  

        with red or white wine, or croutons and garnish of sliced sausage or bits of hard boiled egg" 

• 1976c - Pumpkin, spinach and leek, creamed carrot, Spanish vegetable, mushroom 

• 1976 - Thursday is spinach and leek and Friday is Caribbean fish chowder 

 

Patty Phillips Menus (1980 - 2007) 

"We have a list of about 50 [soups], but sometimes we just create our own." [Trenton Times, 9/11/1987] 

Sample lunch menu: 

• 2 soups, 2 breads, 3 cheeses, vegetable tray with dip 

• 3 sandwiches - grilled cheese, smoked turkey, BLT 

• 3 bar cookies - chocolate mint, toffee nut, lemon squares,  

    plus occasionally e.g. raspberry coconut squares 

• Fresh fruit slices on skewers 

• Coffee, tea; ice tea or lemonade (different flavors) 

Sample Sunday brunch menu: 

• Eggs Benedict, pancakes, French toast, sandwiches 

Sample soups mentioned in newspaper coverage: 

• 1980 - cold gazpacho, hot spinach and leek, ham, leek, and cheese 

• 1982 - mulligatawny 

• 1985 - cream of asparagus, fish chowder 

• 1987 - creamy tomato 

• 2001 - parsnip-apple 
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Phillips Dinner & Brunch Menus 

 
Dinner menu (1980) 

 
Brunch Menu (c2002) 

 

 

Toffee Nut Bar Recipe 

The Toffee Nut Bar was a classic Soupe du Jour dessert offering. This recipe from Hartshorne and Young 

was passed on to Patty Phillips, and published in the Princeton Packet, 8/1980. 

 

Ingredients: 

3/4 cup sugar 

3 cups flour 

3 sticks melted butter 

 

Mix together and pat into the bottom of 10"x15"x2" high pan.  

Bake 20 min. at 350° or until edges begin to brown. 

 

Meanwhile mix together: 

3 cups dark brown sugar 

3 teaspoons baking powder 

1 teaspoon salt 

1 generous cup of broken-up walnuts 

1/2 bag of coconut 

6 eggs 

3 teaspoons vanilla 

3 tablespoons flour 

 

Pour over the crust and bake another 25 min. or until set. 
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Miscellany 

Ad (1970s) Card (1980s) 

Seasonings 

Under Patty Phillips, Soupe du Jour came to be known for its "funky decor," described as "a kind of 

'Alice's Restaurant' ambience." [Courier News, 4/14/2002] 

This included a wide array of plants and artwork and oddities, including the "Eats Open" sign above a 

mounted deer head (one of two), and the infamous tiny (really tiny!) bathroom. 

And there were the whimsical salt & pepper sets, from a large collection assembled by Phillips to liven 

the tables. 

Salt & pepper sets  

(Original on top, Phillips on bottom) 

More Phillips salt & pepper sets 
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The Address: "Bank Place" 

Oddly, Soupe du Jour apparently never had a unique street address. The building is part of the 10 East 

Broad Street property, but the entrance is in back, off Blackwell Ave. As a result, advertisements and 

newspaper reviews sometimes used "10 East Broad," but mostly settled on just "Blackwell." 

 

More confusingly, the address "Bank Place" was used intermittently for Soupe du Jour and the adjacent 

properties from at least 1960 to 1988, in the newspapers and in advertisements. This was not an actual 

street - instead the name was used to describe the property along the north side of the first block of 

East Broad Street, from the former National Bank building at Greenwood Ave. (2 East Broad) to the 

distinctive Italianate house on Blackwell (10 East Broad). Betty Gantz also referred to this block as "Bank 

Plaza." 

 

During this period, the address "1 Bank Place" was used for the main 10 East Broad house in the 1960s, 

in both newspaper articles and in advertisements. 

 

And the address "2 Bank Place" was used for antique shops in the large L-shaped "carriage house" on 

the back of the property, both for the Prince of Orange (1960 - 1975) and the High Button Shoe (from 

1975). The same address also was used for Soupe du Jour early after its move in 1973 to the smaller 

"garage" closer to the house (which originally also was used as a second building by the Prince of Orange 

antiques store). 

 

 

References 

Information extracted and summarized from sources including books, reports, maps, newspapers, and 

photos. Many of the original materials (books, reports, maps, photos) are shared on the Hopewell Valley 

History Project site (HopewellHistoryProject.org). 
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Reviews  

 

"I've eaten in some of the world's 

greatest restaurants... But none ... have 

been quite so delightful" 

Princeton_Shopper, 10/1975] 

 

"an operetta of charming 

grace notes, but every 

single appointment ... 

is there for a reason" 

 
[Trenton Times, 

1/11/1976] 

 

"hidden gem" 

 
[Courier News, 4/14/2002] 

"one of the world's most charming 

restaurants" 

 
[Philadelphia Inquirer, 3/7/1976 

"consistently serves 

simple lunches that 

approach the 

magnificent" 

 
Courier Times, 1980 
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15 East Broad Street, Hopewell - Hopewell Inn (c1878) 
 

Rev. 9/25/2021 x (Prev. 10/10/20) - D. Dixon 

 

The Hopewell Valley Bistro & Inn, at 15 East Broad Street on the southwest corner of Seminary Avenue, 

has a nearly 150 year history as a residential home and store, bar and restaurant, and lodging and 

apartments. The building has been known as the Central Hotel, Cray's Hotel, Gebhart's Hotel, and the 

Hopewell Inn. It has seen multiple renovations with additions and porches. It even was briefly a national 

landmark with the Lindbergh kidnapping press frenzy, while to the town it has been a local gathering 

place.  

 

This brief provides a history of the "Hopewell Inn" building, including the people who owned and 

managed it and the renovations made to the structure. 

 

By 1878 - Drug Store, Susan A. and Sarah Sexton 

1883 - Millinery and Fancy Goods, Mrs. M. A. Carter 

 By 1890 - Store on Seminary front 

1893 - Cray's Hotel / Central Hotel, Andrew Cray 

 1893 - Conversion to hotel - bar, city water, livery 

1899 - Central Hotel, John Corcoran 

 1901 - Rear addition west, dining room and kitchen, 

  electric lights, steam heat, "sanitary plumbing" 

 1905 - Rear addition east (Seminary), 

  office front, bar back; side entrance on Seminary 

 By 1913: Porch renovation, side porch, diagonal railing 

[1914 (U.S. 1917) - 1918 - World War I] 

1915 - Central Hotel, Frederick A. Jackson 

 1920 - Conversion to stores and apartments 

  Store Seminary front, west and upstairs apartments 

1926 - Gebhart's Luncheonette, Paul T. & Bertha Gebhart 

 1932 - Gebhart's Hotel / Lindbergh 

 1933 - Death of Gebhart, aka Theodore Bankert 

[1929 - 1939 - Great Depression] 

[1939 (U.S. 1941) - 1945 - World War II] 

1949 - Hopewell Valley Inn, Anton & Rose Mar 

1970 - Hopewell Valley Inn, Albert & Rose Mar Rathousky 

 Bar on right, residence on left 

1977 - New Hopewell Inn - Erno & Rose Nemeth 

 1977 - Bar on left, restaurant on right, Tudor exterior, 

  front porch enclosed with center front steps, 

  balcony railing vertical 

 1985 - Octagonal banquet room addition 

2000 - Hopewell Valley Bistro and Inn, Susan & Paul Molnar 

Central Hotel, Cray (1897) 

 

 
Gebhart's Hotel (1932) - Lindbergh 

 

 
Hopewell Bistro and Inn (2020s) 
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By 1878 - Drug Store, Susan A. and Sarah Sexton 

The Hopewell Inn was apparently built by two sisters, Sarah and Susan Ann Sexton, who acquired the 

property in 1875 after selling their family's homestead farm. The building does not appear on the 1875 

Everts & Stewart map, but by 1878 the building had been constructed and the Sextons were operating a 

"drug and notion" store there.  

 

Sarah Sexton left the business after she married in 1879, and Susan Sexton then sold the property in 

1882, and later married and lived in Los Angeles. 

 

 

The 1875 Everts & Stewart Mercer Atlas map of 

Hopewell does not show the Hopewell Inn 

building.  

 

Only the Mrs. C. Riley structure is shown on East 

Broad Street between the Calvary Baptist Church 

(now near the east corner of South Greenwood) 

and Hopewell Seminary (now near the east 

corner of Seminary Avenue). 

 

(Neither Seminary Avenue or Blackwell Avenue 

existed at the time of this map.) 

 

The drug store was described in the Hopewell 

Herald in 1878:  

Pins, needles, spool cotton, handkerchiefs, 

collars, cuffs, rushings, all to be found at the 

drug store.  

"Prescriptions carefully compounded day and 

night, by S. A. and S. Sexton"  

[HH 1/31/1878, quoted HH 4/12/1944] 

 

After selling their family farm, Sarah and Susan Ann Sexton acquired the Hopewell Inn property in 1875 

from Charles and Hannah M. Drake for $1056. [DB 110-31, 12/14/1875] 

 

Sarah Sexton (c1843-1917) later married Alexander Cody in 1879 and then had a child and sold her share 

of the business to her sister in 1881.  [DB 127-471, 2/16/1881]  Susan Ann Sexton (c1841-) sold the 

property in 1882 and later married Mr. Alburtus and lived in Los Angeles. [Ege 1908, p. 247] 

 

The 1917 obituary of Sarah Sexton Cody describes her as "a direct descendant of one of the pioneer 

families of Hopewell" (Jared Sexton) and reports that the sisters grew up on a farm west of Hopewell, on 

the Hopewell-Woodsville road. [HH, 3/7/1917]  Gantz describes the location of the Farm: "the land is 

east of Stony Brook, north of Wm. Kirkendall's on Stony Brook, and west of Van Dyke Rd. north and 

south of 518." [Gantz 1987] 
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The Sarah Sexton Cody obituary also quotes Ralph Ege, from Pioneers of Old Hopewell:  

Misses Susan and Sarah Sexton operated the old Sexton homestead farm very successfully for some 

years after their father's death when they sold it to their brother-in-law, Mr. Z.  S.  Drake.  They 

removed to Hopewell and started the first drug store here, which they managed for some years 

before they were married.  Very many of our readers will remember them not only as women of 

business ability, but as ladies of culture and refinement, and very accomplished singers, who are in 

demand at all the social events in the village, and were indispensable at the entertainments where 

vocal music was one of the features.  [Ege 1908, p. 247] 

 

There are a few mentions of the Sexton drug store in the Trenton newspapers through 1881. The "drug 

and notion store of Misses Sexton" is referenced in the Trenton State Gazette in 1878 and 1880 because 

of several burglaries. And starting in March 1881, dentist Dr. Merrill ran advertisements in the Herald 

giving the location "above Sexton's Drug Store." 

 

The 1880 U.S. Census shows Susan A. Sexton as a boarder in Hopewell working in a drug store, near the 

dwelling of Catherine Riley (streets and addresses were not recorded). 

 

The location of the Sexton drug store is confirmed in 1883, when Mrs. M. A. Carter took over the store 

"formerly occupied by Miss. S. A. Sexton, Main St. / Corner Seminary Ave." (as also shown in the 1887 

Fowler map).  [HH 3/28/1883] 

 

In 1882, Susan Sexton sold the property to Joseph Ott and John Hart Brewer. The next year, the Herald 

reported that "Miss Susan A. Sexton left on Monday of last week for an extensive western trip, intending 

to be absent for some time, and thus pass away pleasantly the period of the warm weather. We wish 

her a very pleasant journey." [HH 6/13/1883]  She later married and settled out west. [Ege 1908, p. 247] 

 

 

1882 - Joseph Ott and John Hart Brewer 

In 1882, Susan Sexton sold the Hopewell Inn property for $8000 to Joseph Ott and John Hart Brewer of 

the Ott & Brewer Pottery Company in Trenton, as part of a swap for another property in Trenton.  [DB 

131-443, 3/21/1882]  [Trenton State Gazette 2/25/1882]  

 

John Hart Brewer (1844-1900) was president of Ott & Brewer, a member of congress, and a descendant 

of John Hart, signer of the Declaration of Independence. 

 

 
[Trenton State Gazette 2/25/1882] 

Note the building is not described as an inn or 

hotel; it was apparently regarded as a house that 

includes a store (see 1900 map below). 

 

("Main" street is our Broad Street.) 

 

The property then passed through a series of short-term owners until it was acquired by Andrew Cray in 

1893. One known occupant during this time was Mrs. Carter's Fancy Goods store, which opened in 1883. 
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1883 - Millinery and Fancy Goods, Mrs. M. A. Carter 

The second known occupant of the Hopewell Inn building was Mrs. M. A. Carter, 

who opened a Millinery and Fancy Goods store there in 1883. 

 

The 1887 Fowler map was the first to show the Hopewell Inn building, with its 

distinctive square mansard roof, a hint of the front porch, and the bay window 

on the west side of the building. 

 

The building is identified as "Mrs. Carter - Library & Fancy Goods." (The "Library" 

reference may refer to franchised subscription libraries operating from kiosks in 

local stores. See the History Project brief on the Hopewell Public Library.) 

 

 
[Fowler 1887]  (annotated map) 

First known map showing the building 

(Broad Street along top, Seminary vertical to right) 

 

On March 31, 1883, Mrs. M. A. Carter held the grand opening of her Millinery 

and Fancy Goods store in the Hopewell Inn building. [HH 3/28/1883] 

 

The advertisement in the Herald names the managers of the Millinery and 

Dressmaking departments, and lists the variety of Ladies' Garments and 

accessories available. Mrs. Josephine Baker then added her Fine Stationary to 

the store. [7/25/1883] 

 

There was apparently some pushback on the prices of the goods, and Mrs. 

Carter responded with a small note in the Herald: 

It seems to be the impression with a few of the ladies, that our prices are 

exorbitant, thus preventing some from calling.  As seeing is believing, we 

invite all to come and examine for themselves, whether they wish to buy or 

not.  - Mrs. M. A. Carter  [HH 5/2/1883] 

 

The 1885 N.J. Census does list a Mary Carter living in Hopewell with Edward P. 

Carter, child Louise Carter, and Josephine Baker - near the house of Catherine Riley. 

[376]



Hopewell History Property Brief ≡ 15 East Broad - Hopewell Inn ≡

Hopewell Valley History Project 6 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

1893 - Cray's Hotel / Central Hotel, Andrew Cray 

In 1893, Andrew Cray purchased the Hopewell Inn property from the Goldens (the last in a line of short-

term owners). Cray previously ran the Hopewell House at Broad and Mercer Streets, and had an Oyster 

Saloon on Princeton Avenue. He converted the property into a hotel, added a bar on the left (Seminary) 

side, and added the adjacent barns / livery complex. He sold the property to John Corcoran in 1899. 

Central Hotel, Andrew Cray [HHH 1897] 

(First known photo of the building) 

[HH 1/25/1882] 

In 1893, Andrew Cray purchased the Hopewell Inn property from Anna S. and Ebenezer W. Golden for 

$4500 and a $2500 mortgage. [DB 187-259, 4/1/1893]  It was referred to as the Central Hotel that year, 

and also as Cray's Hotel. [HH 6/1/1893, 8/3/1893]   

Andrew Cray (1834-1902) grew up with his parents on a farm in Hopewell Township. [U.S. Census 1850, 

1860, 1870]  By the 1860 U.S. Census he was married to Lucretia [Cook] Cray (1834–1878), living with 

the first of their three children. In the 1880 census he was a widower living with his children in Hopewell 

and working as a butcher. In 1880, Cray married Sarah F. [Stevenson] Cray (1836-1914). In the 1890 U.S. 

Census his occupation on the census was "Capitalist." 

From at least 1882, Cray operated the Andrew Cray Oyster Saloon on Union Street (now Princeton 

Avenue), and reportedly sold 7,000 oysters in four weeks. [HH 1/18/1882]  This was later moved to the 

new Central Hotel. 

Before buying the Hopewell Inn property, Cray had operated what is now the Hopewell House, 48 West 

Broad at Mercer Street, renting it year by year from at least 1889. Before the Central Hotel was created, 

the Hopewell House was referred to in the newspapers as "the hotel," Hopewell Inn, Cray's Hotel, and 

Cray's Hall (for the public meeting space).  [e.g., HH 1/10/1889, 2/2/1893]  Peter Van Fleet took over the 

Hopewell House property after Cray, which was then called the Hopewell Hotel or Van Fleet's Hotel. 
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A 1897 business listing highlights the Central Hotel: 

Andrew Cray is the proprietor of the Central Hotel, his courtesy and obligingness has made him 

popular among his townsmen and built up for him a large business. [HHH 1897] 

 

Andrew Cray sold the Central Hotel to John Corcoran in 1899. Cray died in 1902, and the 1910 Census 

shows Sarah Cray, widow, was living on Seminary Avenue. 

 

Cray's 1902 obituary spoke well of him: 

[He] was for many years engaged in the hotel business in the borough, which he carried on 

according to his own ideas, and which was a credit to the place. He was a good landlord and citizen 

and was respected by all.  [HH 6/11/1902] 

 

1893 Renovations - Hotel Additions and Livery - Cray 

After he purchased the property in 1893, Andrew Cray immediately began making additions and 

changes to convert it to a hotel: 

• Fitted up the property preparatory to opening a hotel  [HH 3/30/1893] 

• Introduced city water on his premises, particularly for use at his new barn [HH 4/13/1893] 

• Put in a handsome new bar  [HH 6/1/1893] 

• Erected a new veranda on the south side  [HH 10/19/1893] 

• Moved his old saloon from Union St. to the Central Hotel, to be converted into an office for the 

liverymen [6/1/1893] 

• Built a large and well-planned barn [HH 3/30/1893] 

 

The barn is presumably part of the "A. Cray's Livery" complex added between the 1890 and 1902 maps 

(see below). 

 

 

 
[HH 3/30/1893] 

 
 

[HH 3/30/1893] 
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1899 - Central Hotel, John Corcoran 

John Corcoran acquired the Central Hotel from Andrew Cray in 1899. Corcoran had immigrated from 

Ireland as a child with his family to a farm in Hunterdon County, where he then served as sheriff before 

entering the hotel business. Corcoran made major changes to the building, adding the two-story 

addition on the rear (south) side, the Seminary side entrance, and remodeling the interior with modern 

utilities and old European styling. He also renovated the porch around the west side, with the diagonal 

railing. When completed, the left (Seminary) front of the building had the office and reading room, with 

the bar and sitting room moved behind. Corcoran sold the property to Frederick Jackson in 1915, after 

purchasing the Old School Baptist Church farm property. 

Central Hotel c. 1900 [hand colored postcard, WF, n/d] 

(Bell Telephone sign by tree) [TET 7/26/1914] 

John Corcoran acquired the Central Hotel from Andrew Cray in 1899 for $12,500.  [DB 231-464, 

7/8/1899]  [HH 9/19/1900]  During his tenure, the building was known as the Central Hotel, and 

occasionally the Central House (in the Trenton papers). 

John Corcoran (1851-1921) immigrated from Ireland as a child in 1853, and lived with his parents in 

Raritan, Hunterdon County. [1860/70 U.S. Census]  He married Catherine [Cunningham] Corcoran (1853-

1932), and by the 1880 U.S. Census was living with his parents and the first four of their six children. 

Corcoran was deputy sheriff of Hunterdon County from 1881 to 1884, and sheriff from 1884 to 1887. 

[TET 7/26/1914]  By the 1900 U.S. Census, Corcoran was listed as a hotel keeper living with his family. 

The Central Hotel was featured in the 1900 promotional Souvenir Edition of the Hopewell Herald: 

Central Hotel / John Corcoran, Proprietor - This is Hopewell’s leading hotel and has for several years 

been identified with the best public houses in central New Jersey. 

Mr. Corcoran, its present proprietor, after conducting a hotel at Milford for four years, purchased 

this property about a year ago, since which time he has not only made many improvements but has 

also transacted a very successful business. The house is splendidly furnished throughout, possesses 

all conveniences, and has become famous among wheelmen and travelers for its excellent meals. In 

connection is a first-class bar and large stable and sheding accommodations. The Central Hotel is 

essentially the hotel of Hopewell and is in every respect conducted in a strictly first-class manner. 

Special rates are made to summer boarders, who will find here every inducement to make their stay 

pleasant and one that will be repeated.  [HH 9/19/1900] 
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In 1915, John Corcoran sold the Central House to Frederick Jackson. Corcoran had bought the Old School 

Baptist Church farm property on Hopewell-Pennington road from the church, where he intended to 

retire and convert a section into building lots.  [TET 7/26/1914]  Corcoran then died in December 1921. 

[HH 12/21/1921] 

1901 / 1905 Renovations - Rear Additions - Corcoran 

John Corcoran built the major extension of the Central Hotel - a two-story addition to the south of the 

building (the back, down Seminary Avenue) that almost doubled its footprint. The extension was done in 

two steps: the west side in 1901, and the east side in 1905. (See fire maps below.) 

 

The first addition in 1901 extended the west side (dining room and kitchen), and also upgraded the 

building with electric lights, steam heat, and "sanitary plumbing": 

The improvements which were begun on the Central Hotel last spring have just been completed.  

The extension built on the south side, has increased the capacity of the dining room and kitchen 

threefold and added a corresponding amount of bedroom.  The old heating apparatus has been 

supplanted by modern and improved system of steam heat.  Electric lights had been added; and 

sanitary plumbing installed.  In every respect the appointments of the hotel are up to date, thus 

affording all the comforts and conveniences to be found in city hostelries.  [HH 12/25/1901] 

 

The second addition in 1905 completed the rear extension with the east (Seminary) side addition, 

including a small porch on the street to provide a side entrance. The building's interior also was 

significantly enhanced, with an office and reading room, bar and sitting room: 

The improvements which ex-Sherriff Corcoran began to make on his hotel last spring are completed. 

The proprietor can now boast of having a hotel which is modern in all its appointments and 

unsurpassed in beauty and convenience by any other hotel in the country.  The entire east side has 

been remodeled and enlarged by a two story addition in the rear. 

The office and reading room is located in the front of the building facing Broad street.  The bar and 

the sitting room are immediately back and the toilets adjoin in the rear. 

The capacious side porch which has been built on Seminary avenue adds materially to the 

architectural effect and renders both rooms accessible from the side street.  The large plate glass 

windows in the front room, running from the ceiling nearly to the floor, make the office exceedingly 

light and cheerful. 

The last article of furniture was installed a few days ago by Mr. Burton.  It is a beautiful office desk, 

eight feet by five[?] feet.  It is supported by seven columns and is trimmed with egg and dart 

molding resembling that on the cove[?] and side walls. 

No expense has been spared to make the interior of the building artistic.  The floors are of 

hardwood and the walls above the wainscoting, as well as the ceilings, are steel in bas relief.  The 

designs are extremely beautiful both as to form and color.  The side walls of the office are styled 

after the 14th century Gothic surmounted by an Empire freeze.  The ceiling resembles the Italian 

renaissance.  The field contains twelve circular plates, between which are interspersed by 

symmetrical figures and aluminum stars. 

The bar in the sitting room are patterned after the French renaissance and surpass in beauty even 

the office and reading room.  [HH 6/26/1905] 

 

[380]



Hopewell History Property Brief  ≡ 15 East Broad - Hopewell Inn ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 10 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

By 1913 Renovations - Side Porch Addition 

Sometime by 1913 the front porch was renovated with the addition of the west side porch and stone 

bases under the columns. The front steps up to the porch were split into three separate segments, 

matching the porch columns, and the balcony railings were changed from vertical to diagonal. This 

change is not mentioned in the newspaper reports of Corcoran's 1902 and 1905 renovations, or 

elsewhere (some of the papers are not available, including 1900 and 1911 to 1915). Unfortunately, the 

side porch also is not shown in the 1912 or 1927 Sanborn maps, or even the 1935 Sanborn revision of 

the 1927 map (which is clearly wrong). 

 

However, this change can be dated from several family photographs from the time. 

 

Two photos from the Labaw family of the March 1913 snowstorm along West Broad Street clearly show 

the new wrap-around porch with stone bases under the columns and diagonal railings above. 

  
 

A Gantz family photo dated before 1925 (based on the age of a child in the scene) then shows the full 

front, with the five porch pillars with stone bases and the west side porch. 
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1915 - Central Hotel, Frederick Jackson 

In 1915, at the beginning of World War I, Frederick Jackson acquired the Central Hotel from John 

Corcoran. In 1920, he converted the building into apartments, with the front left (Seminary) corner as a 

store, one apartment on the first and third floor, and two on the second floor. Jackson sold the property 

to Paul T. Gebhart in 1926. 

 

 

 
[TET 11/15/1914]  

Central Hotel - by 1914 [postcard, MZ, n/d] 

 

In 1915, Frederick A. Jackson of Bound Brook acquired the Central Hotel from John Corcoran for 

$30,000.  [DB 373-455, 11/19/1914] [TET 11/10/1914] 

 

Improvements to the local roads also had improved the prospects for the hotel: 

With the completion of the Mt. Rose-Hopewell road and the macadam road in Somerset County 

leading to this town, it is expected that hundreds of automobilists will make use of these improved 

roads and increase the Hopewell patronage.  [TET 11/15/1914] 

 

In the 1915 N.J Census and 1920 U.S. Census, Frederick A. Jackson (1881-1974) was living in the hotel 

with his wife, Bertha N. [Ryan] Jackson (1894-1985) and two young daughters. 

 

In 1920, Jackson announced plans to convert the hotel into a store and apartments (see below). 

 

In 1926, Jackson then sold the property to Paul T. Gebhart, although Jackson held a mortgage and the 

liquor license.  [HH 3/14/1934] 

 

After the sale, in the 1930 U.S. Census, the Jackson family is shown at "15" (now 17) Blackwell Avenue. 

Jackson later served on the board of education and the borough zoning board of adjustment.  [TET 

12/17/1933, HH 1/4/1950] 
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1920 Renovations - Conversion to Apartments - Jackson  

In 1920, Frederick Jackson announced plans to convert the Central Hotel into a store and apartments: 

On the first floor, what was formerly the barroom will be converted into a room for store purposes.  

The west side will be made into an apartment, as will also the second and third floors.  The house 

when completed will contain four cozy apartments, one on the first floor, two on the second and 

one on the third.  The improvements will consist of electric lights and bath for each apartment, and 

possibly steam heat ...  [HH 12/1/1920] 

 

 
[HH 12/1/1920] 

 
The 1927 Sanborn fire map shows the bulding 

after Jackson's conversion, marked as "Central 

Hotel / Apartments." 

 

The front corner at Broad and Seminary is 

marked as a store. 

 

In 1917, Jackson rented the livery stables behind the hotel to F. K. Forsythe, Funeral Director, who 

advertised that the garage was available for "storage of automobiles and furniture."  [HH 10/10/1917 

and 11/28/1917]  In 1921, the new store was rented by F. K. Forsythe for use as an undertaker's parlor. 

The Central Hotel sign was replaced by an undertaker's sign.  [HH 5/18/1921] 

 

In 1923, Jackson then converted the west side of the first floor into an apartment, which was rented to 

Mrs. John Corcoran. His family occupied the apartment on the second floor, and he "contemplates 

improving the third also."  [HH 9/19/1923] 
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1926 - Gebhart's Hotel, Paul T. & Bertha Gebhart 

In 1926, Paul T. and Bertha Gebhart acquired the Central Hotel property from Frederick Jackson. They 

moved their Lunch Room restaurant to the left (Seminary) side of the building, and converted it back to 

a rooming house. In March 1932, Gebhart's Hotel became famous as the press descended on Hopewell 

after the Lindbergh kidnapping and made Gebhart's the press headquarters. After Gebhart's death in 

1933, it was discovered that he had another wife and family in his hometown under his original birth 

name, Theodore Bankert. The exact resolution of this situation is unknown, but Bertha Gebhart 

continued to run the business until she sold it in 1949 to Anton and Rose Mar. 

 

 

 

The restaurant, "Gebhart's Lunch Room,"  

moved from Greenwood avenue to "its new 

Store, 15 East Broad Street" at the end of July 

1926.  [HH 7/28/1926] 

 

 

In May 1926, "the Fred. A. Jackson property" was sold to Paul T. Gebhart, "proprietor of a restaurant on 

Greenwood avenue."  [HH 5/19/1926] 

 

Paul T. ("Pop") Gebhart (1884-1933) was married to Bertha S. Gebhart [Bertha M. Senft] (1896-1977). 

The Gebharts had two sons, Theodore (Ted) and Norman. Ted was a star baseball player and pitcher in 

the second half of the 1940s, and was acquired by the New York Yankees. 

 

Bertha Senft was born in Littlestown, Pa. She was a teacher of French and Latin at the Hopewell high 

School from at least 1920 through 1922.  [e.g., HH 9/15/1921]  The Gebharts were married by 1924, 

when Mr. and Mrs. Paul T. Gebhart bought a property on Blackwell Avenue.  [HH 9/3/1924]  After 

buying the Hopewell Inn property in 1926, the family is shown living there with their first son in the 

1930 U.S. Census. 

 

The 1977 obituary of Bertha Senft Gebhart was reported in the Gettysburg 

Times, the former home of her parents in the 1920s and 1930s: 

Bertha Senft Gebhart, 80, widow of Paul T. Gebhart, died Tuesday at the 

Mercer Medical Center here after a lengthy illness.  

Born in Littlestown, she was a retired teacher of foreign languages at 

Hopewell High School, Hopewell, N.J. She was also the former owner of 

Gebhart's Hotel and Restaurant in Hopewell. She was a member of the New 

Jersey Education Association.  [Gettysburg Times, 9/15/1977] 

 

The business was referred to by many names in the local newspapers, including 

Gebhart's Lunch Room [HH 7/28/1926], Gebhart's Hotel [HH 9/15/1926], and 

still the Central Hotel [HH 10/4/1933], although the business name for the 

liquor license was Gebhart's Hotel.  

 

Paul Gebhart died in a car accident in August 1933, apparently caused by a 

heart attack. His body was taken to his hometown, Littlestown, Pa., for 

services and interment. 
[TET 8/22/1983] 
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Lindbergh Press Frenzy (1932) 

Gebhart's Hotel became famous as the press descended on Hopewell in March 1932 after the Lindbergh 

kidnapping. Gebhart's was the press headquarters until the child's body was found in May. Photos from 

the time show crowds of people on the sidewalk – and spilling into the street – including cars with movie 

cameras set up on the roofs. 

 

The frenzy began the morning after the kidnapping: 

The back roads of central New Jersey were already crawling with reporters. Before dawn, one 

journalist pounded on the door of Paul T. Gebhart’s general store and hotel in Hopewell. “Wake up, 

Pop!” he yelled. “You’ll have three hundred here for breakfast.”   

[Reported in e.g., Lindbergh, A. Scott Berg, 2013] 

 

Looking back two months later on the “hysteria that struck this borough with whirlwind force,” the 

Herald reported that "Hopewell Returns to Normalcy," without “the army of news writers, 

photographers, radio and sound film men which numbered probably 250.” [HH 5/4/1932] 

 

Gebhart’s Hotel became the press headquarters with the installation of dozens of telephone wires and a 

branch telegraph station. The railroad station also had one waiting room turned into a newspaper “city 

room,” and had 18 extra telegraph lines installed. Ten out-of-town newspapers had dedicated phone 

numbers installed in homes and businesses where they had taken up residence along Broad Street, with 

three papers at Gebhart’s, including the New York American and the Daily News.  [Falzini 2012] 

 

 
Gebhart's Hotel / "Times Square"  [1932 pc / SC] Lindbergh press cameras [1932 JCD] 

 
Interior with newsmen (print & radio)  [1932 JCD] 

 

"Pop" Gebhart first came into world prominence 

when his restaurant became the headquarters 

for newspaper reporters during the sensational 

Lindbergh kidnapping case.  Many famous 

characters gathered at the restaurant for latest 

information of the case.  A broadcasting station 

was also improvised in the restaurant. 

[TET 8/22/1933] 
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Gebhart Estate "Tangles" (1933) 

After the death of Paul T. Gebhart in 1933, the settlement of his estate was challenged by Mrs. Edna M. 

Bankert of Littlestown. She charged that Gebhart's real name was Theodore Franklin Bankert, she was 

his widow, and that he had deserted her and two married daughters a number of years previously. This 

story appeared in numerous papers in New Jersey and was distributed by the Associated Press.  

 

 
[HH 11/1/1933] 

 
[Courier News 10/26/1933] 

 

Edna May [Crouse] Bankert (1889-1970) married Theodore Franklin Bankert, then age 21, in 1905 at age 

17.  [Marriage 12/21/1905]  They then are shown in Littlestown in the 1910 and 1920 U.S. Census, with 

two young daughters. Theodore Bankert was listed as working as a laborer for odd jobs and then as a 

machinist at a silk mill. 

 

But by the 1930 U.S. Census Edna M. Bankert is listed as a widow, living with her two children (one 

married). 

 

Meanwhile, Paul T. Gebhart first appears in the 1930 U.S. Census, in Hopewell, living in the Hopewell Inn 

building with his wife Bertha and two children. 

 

After Paul Gebhart died in August 21, 1933, his body was taken to his hometown, Littlestown, Pa., for 

services and interment.  [HH 8/23/1933]  The Mount Carmel Cemetery in Littlestown, Pa. has a 

tombstone for Theodore Franklin Bankert, with dates 10/11/1884 to 8/21/1993 (the date of Paul T. 

Gebhart's fatal accident).  [FindAGrave]  Oddly, the birth date on the Bankert tombstone (Oct. 11) 

conflicts with the date in his other records (Nov. 11), including his handwritten draft registration.  [Draft 

9/12/1918]  Both Edna M. Bankert and Bertha S. Gebhart are also buried in the same graveyard, albeit 

all in separate plots. [FindAGrave] 

 

The exact resolution of the conflict over the Paul Gebhart estate is not known. In 1934, "Edna M. 

Bankert (et als)," was listed as the defendant for a sheriff sale action against the Central Hotel by 

Frederick A. Jackson, due to an outstanding mortgage of $14,916.96 - so at the time Edna Bankert had a 

possible interest in the property.  [HH 1/10/1934] 

 

But Bertha S. Gebhart continued to run the business and hold the liquor license, under the Gebhart's 

Hotel name. She also was the sole owner when it was sold in 1949 to Anton and Rose Mar. 

[386]



Hopewell History Property Brief  ≡ 15 East Broad - Hopewell Inn ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 16 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

Gebhart's Hotel and Restaurant, Bertha S. Gebhart 

Bertha S. Gebhart continued to run the business after the death of Paul Gebhart, though the Great 

Depression and World War II, until its sale in 1949 to Anton and Rose Mar.  

 

In October 1933, in the midst of the estate issues, the Herald wrote a piece headlined "Mrs. Gebhart 

Offers Home-Cooked Meals," saying she "knows how to satisfy the palate of the most ardent epicure." It 

also reports that she had fifteen "clean and cheerful" rooms available. The article concludes: "On behalf 

of her many friends we offer congratulations and wish her continued success."  [HH 10/11/1933] 

 

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Bertha Gebhart living in the building with her two young children, her two 

parents (there since at least 1935), two lodgers, and two employees (maid and barman). 

 

The business continued to be variously described as Gebhart's Hotel and Gebhart's Hotel and Restaurant 

in the 1930s and 1940s, complete with a "beer garden." [HH 3/9/1938]  The Central Hotel name seems 

to have faded out by the end of the 1930s. 

 

After the sale of the business, Bertha Gebhart ran an advertisement for tutoring services.  [HH 

9/30/1954] 

 

 
[HH 12/19/1934] 

 

 
[HH 3/9/1938] 

 

 

 
[HH 9/30/1954] 
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Renovations - Gebhart Building 

Due to the massive press activity in Hopewell after the Lindbergh kidnapping, there are a number of 

images of the town at the time, especially of Gerhart's Hotel, and also aerial photos of the area (see 

below). 

 

After Gebhart moved in to the building, the left (Seminary) side was Gebhart’s Lunch Room, with a sign 

on the side entrance promoting Arctic Ice Cream. Another sign extending from the porch corner read 

"Gebhart's Lunch." 

 

The center sign hanging over the front entrance offered "Room for Tourists," and a signboard by the 

street read "Rooms / Meals." Painted on the center window was "Ice Cream & Candies." And there was 

a Bell telephone sign on the front corner. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lindbergh period view [c1932, JCD] 

 

 

 

 

 

Lindbergh press frenzy [1932 / JCD] 
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1949 - Hopewell Valley Inn, Anton & Rose Mar 

Anton and Rose Mar acquired the property from Bertha Gebhart in 1949, and ran it as the Hopewell 

Valley Inn, with associated tavern. In 1970, Rose Mar passed on the business to their daughter, Rose 

Mar Rathousky, who ran it with her husband Albert until 1977. 

 

 

 
[HH 9/21/1949] 

 
[HH 8/23/1950] 

 

In 1949, Anton and Rose Mar acquired the Hopewell Inn property from Bertha S. Gebhart, the widow of 

Paul T. Gebhart, who had died in 1933.  [DB 1078-44, 10/19/1949]  [HH 9/21/1949] 

 

Anton Mar (1901-1953) had married Rose Lustig Mar (1902-1970) in 1923. 

 

Anton Mar died in 1953, when the family was living at the Hopewell Inn: 

Mr. Mar was a resident of Hopewell for the past four years. He was proprietor of the Hopewell 

Valley Inn, one of the oldest in the area. He retired 12 years ago as a manufacturer of ladies' 

sweaters.  [HH 10/14/1953] 

 

 

After Anton Mar died, his wife, Rose Mar, and 

then his daughter, Rose Marie Mar, ran the 

business for another 25 years.  

Women running bars was not unusual in the area 

- In the 1950s, Hopewell House, the other local 

Hopewell Hotel / Inn also was run by a woman, 

Helen Palaschak.  

 

Photo: Mrs. Rose Mar and Mrs. Helen Palaschak 

at a meeting of the Tri-Township Beverage 

Association. [TET 1/23/1956] 
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1970 - Hopewell Valley Inn - Albert & Rose Mar Rathousky 

After Anton Mar died in 1953, his wife, Rose Mar, and their daughter, Rose Marie ("Rosie") Mar, 

continued to run the Hopewell Valley Inn. Rosie and husband Albert Rathousky then owned the business 

from 1970 to 1977. The bar was on the right side of the building, with their residence on the left. 

 

After Rose Mar died in 1970, the Hopewell Inn property passed to her daughter Rose Marie Mar, who 

had married Norman F. Schumann in 1947, divorced, and then later married Albert C. Rathousky. The 

property transfer was memorialized in a 1971 deed [DB 1889-516, 8/26/1971] 

 

Albert Charles Rathousky (1929 - 2003) was a Hopewell native, as described in a 2003 obituary: 

Mr. Rathousky and his late wife, Rose Mar Rathousky, once owned and operated the Hopewell 

Valley Inn, located on East Broad Street. A former longtime employee of Rockwell Manufacturing 

Co., Hopewell, he was an Army Air Force veteran of World War II. Mr. Rathousky was a past 

commander and member of Hopewell Valley American Legion Post 339, Hopewell, a life member of 

the VFW, and a former longtime member and past chief of Hopewell Fire Department [1963-64]> 

[CJ 6/19/2003] 

 

Rose ("Rosie") Mar Rathousky (-1991) was described in a 1991 obituary: 

She was born in Long Island, N.Y., and came here from Hopewell, N.J., where she owned and 

operated the Hopewell Valley Inn for 30 years and was a member of the American Legion Auxiliary.  

[Tampa Bay Times, 5/7/1991] 

 

Rosie Mar is remembered fondly by members of the local Hopewell Valley American Legion Post 339: 

- "She run the place after her father died."   

- "She had her own rules and regulations." 

- "She was a tough lady - no cursing, no cussing - or you would be flagged for life." 

- "The 'Rosie fund' was a charge for cussing - 10 or 25 cents." 

- "She helped us out with the cuss jar for people in stress or after a tragedy." 

[Legion, paraphrased from local interviews, 2020-21] 

 

 

In 1975 the Hopewell Valley Inn was listed for 

sale for $220,000. When it was sold in 1977, the 

price listed in the deed was $90,000. 

The Inn was not then in use as a restaurant - It 

featured a bar with liquor license for on- and off-

site sales, a rented room, and an owner's 

apartment. The zoning also permitted restaurant 

and business activity usage. 

Renovations - Bar Interior - Rathouskys 

When the Rathouskys sold the Inn in 1977 to Erno and Rose Nemeth, the right side of the building was 

the bar, and the left side was the residence of the Rathouskys. "It was a neighborhood bar, an intimate, 

warm cozy place to go" [A. Johnson] 

 

The bar side had a long bar along the left side of the room, tables, and a shuffleboard set up along the 

right wall, along with several dart boards (Albert Rathousky had organized a darts club.) A shelf above 

the bar displayed an extensive collection of beer mugs from around the world.  [Legion] 
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1977 - "New Hopewell Inn," Erno & Rose Nemeth 

In 1977, Erno (Ernie) and Rose Nemeth acquired the Hopewell Inn from Albert and Rose Mar Rathousky. 

As immigrants from Hungary, they brought a Central European cuisine to Central Jersey. Ernie Nemeth 

made the major changes to the interior and exterior of the building that remain today, including the 

Tudor look and the octagonal banquet room addition. The bar was on the front left (Seminary) side, with 

kitchen behind. The restaurant was on the right side, with the banquet room addition to the right. 

 

 
[TET 12/18/1977] 

 

 
[TET 12/30/1984] 

 

In September 1977, Erno (Ernie) T. Nemeth (1932-2014) and Rose [Boncfoldi] Nemeth acquired the 

Hopewell Inn for $90,000 from Albert and Rose Mar Rathousky.  [DB 2053-885, 9/21/1977] 

 

The 2014 obituary of Erno T. Nemeth described his path from Hungary to Hopewell: 

Erno was born in Nyul, Gyor - megye, Hungary, and immigrated to New Brunswick, NJ, during the 

1956 Hungarian Revolution along with his [pregnant] wife, Rose. Erno was a talented carpenter, 

farmer and restaurateur. He owned and operated the Budapest Cafe in New Brunswick, NJ, (1972 to 

1976) where he was an active member of St. Ladislaus Hungarian Church and Hungarian Scouts 

Home. Later he opened the Hopewell Inn in Hopewell, NJ. (1977 to 2000) where he was a great 

friend to many. Erno was an avid hunter, antique car collector and member of the Buick Car Club of 

America. His memory will live on at the Nemeth farm in Ringoes, NJ.  [TT 2/21/2014] 

 

A 1978 review then describes Erno Nemeth's discovery of Hopewell: 

Farming had always been an obsession as he'd come from a line of farmers.  It was summer visits to 

swim at Hiohela that introduced him the Hopewell area and he fell in love with East Amwell.  He 

finally bought a farm on Cider Mill Road and put the 60 acres into corn and soybean and began 

raising pigs. ... 

He had stopped many times at the men's bar in Hopewell at East Broad and Seminary.  It became 

available and he bought it.  The sale was completed last September 19 and he immediately went to 

work renovating the corner property, shifting the bar to create a good size dining area.   

[TET 2/19/1978] 
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The same 1978 review was enthusiastic about having a new Hungarian dining option in the area ("An 

ethnic restaurant comes to Hopewell"): 

The Nemeths have produced a quiet comfortable informal room with five wooden booths and 16 

tables.  Nothing is plush and a noisy humidifier being used to clear the air was humming far too loud 

to permit easy conversation, but the room is a solid first step on the way to a winning facility. ... 

Small town Hopewell may seem an odd place for an ethnic restaurant, but the inn was busy the 

night we stopped by and it can't all be because of the pretty barmaid.  Dishes like veal and stuffed 

cabbage have been the most popular to date, but as people come back, it's a safe guess they'll try 

other specialties.  [TET 2/19/1978] 

 

 

 
[TET 3/3/1985] 

 
[TET 12/29/1989] 

 

In 2000, the Nemeths transferred the business to their daughter, Susan  ("Susie") Molnar. 

 

A review by the New York Times in 2000 appreciated the Inn ("Dumplings and Paprika Among the 

Chicken Wings"): 

On the menu at the Hopewell Inn - which is decorated with a girl at a well - there are chicken fingers 

among stuffed cabbage and pirogis. This tells you that in a restaurant with a smattering of standard 

American fare, the real treats are the Hungarian and German specialties. 

The Hopewell Inn, which is the name of both the former hotel and the restaurant in it, is more than 

100 years old and was the operations center for reporters covering the kidnapping of the Lindbergh 

baby from the family home nearby. For the past 23 years the inn has been owned and operated by 

Ernie and Rose Nemeth, with Mrs. Nemeth doing much of the cooking. The restaurant often gets 

tourists stopping in town to see the renovated train station or the town's famous gazebo, but it also 

is a favorite stop for locals. ... 

Susan Molnar, the Nemeth's daughter, and her husband, Paul, are in the process of taking over the 

restaurant. They had owned a bistro in Pennington. The same basic menu and generous portions 

will be retained, and Rose Nemeth will continue to do much of the cooking ...  [NYT 8/6/2000] 
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1977 Renovations - Tudor Restaurant - Nemeth 

Ernie Nemeth immediately began renovations after buying the Hopewell Inn in 1977. In fact, the 

Hopewell American Legion Post folks remember him starting to make changes to the building even 

before the purchase was final, including adding steel beams under the floor. 

 

When the Nemeths bought the building, the right side of the building was the bar, and the left 

(Seminary) side was the residence of the Rathouskys. Nemeth moved the bar to the left side, with 

kitchen behind, and set up the restaurant with wooden booths and tables on the right side, as the 

building stands today. He also removed the tin ceilings over the current bar area. 

 

Nemeth changed the exterior of the building to the current off-white stucco with diagonal Tudor style 

beams. He also enclosed the front porch so that it had steps only in the center, and changed the balcony 

railing above the porch. The Borough also required parking spaces, so the current parking lot was built 

behind the building on Seminary Avenue, which "destroyed Mrs. Gebhart's rose garden."  [S. Molnar] 

 

 

 

Building before 1985  

banquet room addition   

[TET 10/5/1985] 

 

 

 

Hopewell Inn after 1985 

octagonal banquet room 

addition 

[hopewellbistro.com] 

1985 Renovations - Octagonal Banquet Room Addition 

In 1985, the Nemeths proposed adding a 45-foot, three-story tower on the west side of the building, 

close to the adjacent Hopewell Public Library building. The first floor was planned for dining, and the 

second and third floor were for offices. The planning board was especially concerned by the proximity to 

the Library (8 feet) and the risk of damaging its foundations. Erno Nemeth was quoted as saying that the 

building was in "severe disrepair" when he bought it.  [TET 10/5/1985] 

 

In November 1985, the Nemeths were granted approval to build a single-story addition, the current 

octagonal structure, still with a mansard roof. The new banquet room reportedly added 1,200 square 

feet, and expanded seating from 80 to 130.  [TET 11/9/1985] 
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2000 - Hopewell Valley Bistro and Inn, Susan & Paul Molnar  

In 2000, the current owners, Susan ("Susie") and Paul Molnar acquired the Hopewell Inn from Erno & 

Rose Nemeth. Susan Molnar was the daughter of the Nemeths, so the business was "family owned since 

1977." The business was renamed from the Hopewell Inn to the Hopewell Valley Bistro and Inn. 

 

  
[hopewellbistro.com] 

 

In September 2000, Susan C. Molnar and Paul J. Molnar acquired the Hopewell Inn 

from Erno & Rose Nemeth. [DB 3913-267, 9/25/2000]  

 

The Molnars had previously operated the Pennington Bistro at 38 South Main Street in 

Pennington, a small eatery that featured central European cuisine, which continued at 

the new Bistro and Inn. (Paul Molnar was born in Budapest, and Susie Molnar was the 

daughter of immigrants from Hungary.) 

 

One early reviewer wrote in 2001: 

The Hopewell Valley Bistro and Inn is located on Broad Street in the heart of Hopewell’s charming 

little "downtown" which spans all of about three blocks. ... It offers a mix of American, German and 

Hungarian food that is, for the most part, hearty with no frills. ... 

The Hopewell Valley Bistro and Inn is a neighborhood restaurant. It is the kind of place where you 

find the dish you like, maybe even crave, and order it every time you go. For me, it would be the 

beef goulash with a side of spaetzle and the chocolate mousse cake to top it off.  [CJ 1/31/2001] 

 

And the New York Times described the ambience in 2003: 

If you have labored long and hard in the fields, plowing and weeding the lower 40 with your mule, 

and if a beautiful plate to you is one heaped high to overflowing with food, you will find the hearty, 

old-fashioned fare at Hopewell Valley Bistro and Inn exactly to your liking. And there will be enough 

of it to fill you and fuel you for the next days barn-raising. 

Everyone else gets doggie bags. 

The restaurant is in a sweet old building along Hopewell' main street, near antique stores and within 

howling distance of the town' fire alarm, which sounded three times on the two nights that we 

visited, stopping conversation for its duration. Inside, the room is dark and quiet, with an old-style 

diner' dessert carousel commanding attention along the left side, near a door to the bar. A wide 

front porch holds a few tables and dining chairs, affording fresh air, a view of the traffic along East 

Broad Street and pleasantly muffled sounds of merriment from the bar.  [NYT 8/10/2003] 
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Interior Photos 

The interior of the Hopewell Valley Bistro and Inn is shown in photos of various regular music events 

held there. 

 

In 2006, reviewers reported that the restaurant seated 170, and the banquet room, with parquet dance 

floor, had a capacity of 90.  [CN 6/7/2006] 

 

The Bistro added live jazz in 2005, which evolved into Jazz on Broad, hosted by pianist Phil Orr, a weekly 

Thursday night series "featuring well-known and worth-knowing performers."  

 

 
Jazz on Broad, facing the front of the banquet room [jazzonbroad.com] 

 

The Bistro also hosted the Hopewell Irish Music Session starting in the 2010s, for "musicians, singers, 

dancers of all ages" performing together. 

 

 
Irish Music Session, 

facing the back of the dining room 

 
Irish Music Session, 

facing the front of the dining room 

[facebook.com/hopewellirishsession] 
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Hopewell Inn Visual Chronology 

A visual chronology of the development of the Hopewell Inn building and changes in its use, using 

historic maps and photos (some cropped). Show views from the original rectangular building with 

mansard roof, through rear additions, to porch renovations, and finally to the current Tudor style 

structure with the octangonal addition. 

 

1887 View - Home & Store, Mrs. M. A. Carter 

 First known image - Fowler 1887 bird-eye view map, facing north 

  (Broad St. horizontally across top, Seminary Ave. vertically to right) 

 The original rectangular building with mansard roof. 

 
• Rectangular three-story building 

• Mansard roof 

• Bay window on left side   

• Porch in front 

1890 View - Home & Store 

 Scarlett & Scarlett 1890 fire map, north to left 

  (Seminary Ave. horizontally across top, Broad St. vertically to left) 

 Same building, with store on east (Seminary) side 

     
• Rectangular three-story building 

• Front porch along entire building 

• Store on Seminary side 

• Dwelling on west side 
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1897 View - Same Building with Front Porch - Central Hotel, Andrew Cray 

 First known photo, first published in [HHH 1897] - matches earlier maps 

 
• Store / hotel in left third, "Central Hotel" sign above 

• Residence on right 2/3, door to left 

• Front porch along entire front of building, four pillars 

• Front stars unbroken across entire front 

• Bay window on right side   

• Railings with vertical design on balcony above porch 

Pre-1913 View - Same Front - Central Hotel, Cray / Corcoran 

 Same building; Photo published with 1914 article  [hand colored postcard, WF, n/d] 

 
• Bell Telephone sign by tree (1909 phone number was #3)  

[397]



Hopewell History Property Brief  ≡ 15 East Broad - Hopewell Inn ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 27 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

1902 -1912 Views - Rear Additions - Central Hotel, John Corcoran 

The two rear additions added by John Corcoran are shown in the Scarlett & Scarlett and Sanborn fire 

maps (1902 on the west side and 1905 on the east). Maps have north to the left (Broad Street). 

 

 

1890 Scarlett & Scarlett fire map 

• Distinctive three-story square building 

• Front porch extending along the entire Broad 

Street side 

• Seminary Ave. side is a store (S) 

• West side is a dwelling (D) 

 

• No adjacent livery shown 

 

1902 Sanborn fire map  

• Three-story square building, "Central Hotel"  

• Two-story rear addition on west side  

• Back porch behind addition 

• Seminary Ave. side is a "Bar" 

 

• "A. Cray's Livery" added adjacent to the 

Hotel down Seminary Ave. (Later replaced by 

the auto parts business at 11-13 Seminary, 

adjacent to the Hopewell Inn parking lot.) 

 

1912 Sanborn fire map  

• Two-story rear addition on east side 

(Seminary Ave. ) 

• Back porch along entire south side 

• Front of Seminary Ave. side is an "Office" 

• Back of Seminary Ave.is a "Bar" 

• Small side porch entrance on Seminary Ave. 

side 

 

• Adjacent Livery complex has been adjusted, 

since the new Hopewell Fire Department 

building was to be built next door. 
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By 1913 View - Side Porch - Central Hotel, John Corcoran 

 Porch renovation with side porch on west and distinctive diagonal railings  [Postcard, MZ, n/d] 

 
• Side entrance addition on Seminary Avenue [Corcoran 1905] 

• Five front porch pillars, with stone bases - West side porch addition 

• Front stars separated at pillars  

• Railings with diagonal design on balcony above porch 

1913 View - Side Porch - Central Hotel, John Corcoran 

 Dated from family photos of March 1914 snowstorm [REL] - Also in 1926 family photo [RDG] 

              
• Five front porch pillars, with stone bases & west side porch 

• Railings with diagonal design 
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1932 View - Gebhart's Hotel, Paul Gebhart 

 The 1932 Gebhart's Hotel photos show the most recognizable historic building design 

 
• Rear addition, Seminary side entrance, west side porch, diagonal railings [c1932, JCD] 

1932 Aerial View - Gebhart's Hotel, Paul Gebhart 

 Aerial looking northwest - Broad Street from Greenwood (top) to Seminary (bottom). 

 
• Two-story addition on back, porch along full back 

• Side entrance on Seminary Avenue 

• Livery adjacent on Seminary (to the left) 
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1977 View - Tudor - Hopewell Inn, Ernie & Rose Nemeth 

 Ernie Nemeth renovated the exterior of the building to the Tudor style in 1977 

 
• Stucco exterior with Tudor style  [TET 10/5/1985] 

• Enclosed front porch with railing and only center steps 

• Upper balcony railing vertical 

1985 View - Octagon - Hopewell Inn, Ernie & Rose Nemeth 

 Ernie Nemeth added the octagonal banquet room side addition in 1985 

 
• One-story octagonal banquet room addition  [c 2020] 
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21 East Broad, Hopewell - Groceries / Barber / Restaurants 
 

Rev. 5/19/2022 b - D. Dixon 

 

21 East Broad was built in 1899 as a one-story, one-side building built in 1899, and expanded to two 

stories and two sides by 1927. Meat market, bakery, and grocery through the 1940s. It was then used by 

Ray and Ruth Cox for luncheonette and antiques from 1950, and barber shop through the 1990s. It was 

later used for florists and bait & tackle, and most recently has been occupied by multiple restaurants. 

 

Allen's Bakery and Cash Grocery c. 1910 

 

Recent Building 

 

-- Left Side -- -- Right Side -- 

[1900 - One story, No left side] 1899 - 1909 - Built by Morrell Bros. grocery 

(Henry P. & Thomas P. Morrell) 

 1909-15 - C. N. Allen's Bakery and Cash Grocery 

[Two-side, two-story by 1927 (1915?)] 

1919-47 - Lemings Meat Market 

(Russell H. Leming) 

1915-1950s - A&P Grocery (Lenz?) 

 

 [*1920 - Harry Cox purchased] 

1947-64 - Cox's Corner Luncheonette 

1951-..54 - aka "Mom's" / "Lamont's" 

by 1964 - aka " Inge's Luncheonette" 

(Armand Meyer) 

[1964 - Fire ruins restaurant / left side] 

1951-..86 - Cox's Cobweb Antiques (back, left) 

[*1947 - Raymond & Ruth Cox purchased] 

1950s?- 1990s - Cox's Barber Shop 

 

1985-1989 - Hopewell Country Florist  

(June Stewart - was 57 Princeton) 

(1980s - Cox's Antiques)  

(1980s - Cox's Barber) 

1989-c1995 - Hopewell Country Florist  

(Sherrie Van Arsdale) 

(1990s - Cox's Barber) 

early 90s - Eric Davala Antique (back)? 

[*2001 - Jeffrey Smith purchased] 

[*2005 - Clark Reed purchased] 

1997-2004 -Buds & Bows Florist (Jeff Smith) 

2006..08 - Hopewell Foot and Ankle Center 

(Dr. David Michael Krausse, Podiatrist) 

1998..2002 - Steve's Bait & Tackle (from 10 Sem) 

(Steve Varga) 

2003..05 - Slim's Fins & Furs - Hunting & Fishing 

(Drew Slimmer) 

2007 - The Peasant Grill (2018 - to 85 E Broad) 

(Barry & Michelle Klein) 

2011 - Da's Kitchen (Da DeToro, C. Reed) 

2017..18 - Thana Thai Cuisine 

(Thanaporn “Thana” Armour) 

2020 - Ottoburger 

(Otto and Maria Zizak - 2022 - to Brick Farm  

w/ Robin & Jon McConaughy) 

 

 

2018 - Tomatello's Latin Cuisine (Harold Tello) 
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1899 - 21 East Broad Buildings 

The first building at 21 East Broad St. was a one-story rectangular structure, approximately half the 

width of the current building, with the narrow end facing Broad and the long end along Seminary Ave. 

Built in 1899, this is shown first in the 1902 Sanborn fire map, where the building was divided into a 

small front section, a larger center Grocery, and a small rear section. The 1912 Sanborn map shows the 

same building, with the rear section extended towards Seminary match the rest of the building. 

 

Between the 1912 and 1927 Sanborn maps, the building was expanded into a two-sided and two-story 

structure, similar to the current building. Since the A&P Grocery store was sharing the building into the 

1950s, the expansion could have been done before it originally occupied the building in 1915. 

 

1902 Sanborn - 1-story narrow building 

- Center Grocery, rear extension 

- Next to Miss. Boggs Female Seminary 

- Across the street from the Central Hotel 

 
 

1912 Sanborn -  

- Rear section extends to Seminary 

- #6 Seminary (Harry Cox) added behind 

 
 

1927 Sanborn - Two-story 

- Double building - #19 & 21 

 

1910s - Allen's Bakery and Cash Grocery  [HVHS] 

 
 

1913 - Side view in the snow  [Labaw] 

- Central Hotel on right 

- Miss. Boggs Seminary beyond 

 
 

Building in 2003  [Labaw] 

- Left and right side entrances from Broad 
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1899 - 1909 - Morrell Brothers Grocery 

The Morrell brothers, Henry P. Morrell and Thomas P. Morrell, built the building in 1899, and opened 

the Morrell Bros. New Cash Grocery Store offering "groceries & provisions."  [HH 4/12/1899, HH 1914 

Souvenir]  In 1908, Henry Morrell purchased the business from his brother Thomas.  

 

The store was replaced by Cornelius N. Allen's bakery and grocery store when Allen bought the property 

in 1909. 

 

 

The Morrells described the store as a "Cash" 

Grocery Store. 

 

Their ads explained since they bought and sold 

in cash, they did not have the additional 

overhead of stores that operate on credit (and 

therefore take associated losses), so they could 

operate at a "small margin over whole sale 

prices," and did not require "fancy profits to 

make up losses." 

 

The store also accepted butter and eggs in 

trade for foods. 

 

And the store delivered - "If you want anything 

for breakfast, dinner or supper, no matter how 

small, we will deliver it any day at a moment's 

notice." 

Morrell Bros. Grocery - HH 4/26/1899 
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1909 - 1915 - Allen's Bakery and Cash Grocery 

In 1909, baker Cornelius N. Allen, Jr. purchased the 21 

Broad property to use for a combined bakery and grocery 

store. In 1915, Allen's new business was described as a 

bakery, meat market, and grocery store.  [TET 2/2/1913] 

 

This was an expansion from Allen's earlier bakery business 

at 16 Seminary. Allen had purchased the Van Dyke bakery 

business there in 1901 and sold it in 1913.  [HH 3/9/1901, 

TET 4/7/1913]  In 1914, Allen expanded that property to 

construct the Hope Theater.  [TET 1/24/1914] 

 

 

 
 

 

1910s Allen's Bakery  

and Cash Grocery 

[HVHS] 

 

Delivery trucks 

 

Sign: "The Hopewell Bakery  

and Cash Grocery 

C. N. Allen Jr. Prop" 

 
 

1913 Side view in the snow   

[Roger Labaw] 

 

Central Hotel on left 

Miss. Boggs Seminary beyond 

 

Allen Store - HH 10/6/1909 
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1915 - 1950s - A&P Grocery 

In 1915, C. N. Allen retired from the grocery and produce business and leased the space to the Atlantic 

and Pacific Tea Company (A&P).  [TET 5/2/1915]  The A&P operated there into the 1950s, on the right 

side of the building. 

 

Residents recall the A&P being run by 

the Lenz family(?) 

 

Allen apparently sold the property to 

Frederick S. Baker in 1916.  [DB 387-

242?]  It was later sold to Harry Cox in 

1920 as part of Baker's estate. 

 

Allen continued in real estate - he also 

bought a Trenton bakery, sold the land 

at the corner of Broad and Greenwood 

for the Hopewell National Bank, and had 

plans to construct additional buildings 

and to expand his theater business. 

 

Castanea Dairy Co. of Trenton -  

Hopewell & Pennington groceries selling Castanea milk 

(both A&P and Leming's at 21 E Broad) 

[HH 4/18/1939] 

 

Hopewell A&P Food Store - 

Chicken Feed 

  [HH 9/8/1948] 

 

 

 

 

 

A&P - After 1915 [Kyle Van Arsdale] 
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1919 - 1947 - Leming's Market 

Russell H. Leming operated a meat and produce 

business in Hopewell for 28 years, from c. 1919 to 

1947. After suffering a stoke in 1945, Leming 

closed the business in 1947 and sold his stock to 

Louie Gerhard, who by then was operating 

Weart's Market at 38 East Broad and Hamilton 

Ave.  [HH 4/30/47] 

 

Leming married in 1919, when he already was 

reported as owning and operating a meat and 

vegetable market in Hopewell [HH 10/1/1919]. 

The business was called "Leming's Central Meat 

Market" in newspaper ads from 1921, and 

"Leming's Quality [Meat and Produce] Market" 

from 1935.  [HH 4/27/1921, HH 4/24/1934] 

 

The address of the business was not listed in newspaper ads until "Broad Street" was added in 1930, and 

"21 East Broad" in 1939. A 1932 phone book confirms the 21 East Broad address. As shown in the 1939 

ad for Castanea milk that listed various Hopewell & Pennington groceries that sold their dairy products 

(above), both the A&P and Leming's were at 21 E Broad at the time.  [HH 4/18/1939] 

 

Leming's apparently was on the left side of the expanded two-story building next to the A&P, before 

Cox's Corner Luncheonette was opened in 1947. 

 

Leming's Meat Market  - HH 6/27/1923 

 

Leming's Market on Broad  - HH 11/12/1930 

 
 

 

1920 - 1947 - Harry Cox 

In 1920, Harry L. Cox and Larena E. Cox purchased the 21 East Broad property from the estate of 

Frederick S. Baker, who had purchased it in 1916 from Cornelius N. Allen, Jr.  [HH 3/24/1920]  (Larena 

was the daughter of Henry P. Morrell of the Morrell Bros. grocery.) 

 

Cox had built his barber shop in 1906 at 6 Seminary Avenue immediately adjacent to 21 East Broad on 

Seminary (now gone), which was included in the property. The Cox family was listed as living at 21 East 

Broad (upstairs) in the 1930 and 1940 U. S. Census. Harry Cox died in 1945 at age 59. In 1947, his widow, 

Larena E. Cox, passed 21 East Broad to their son, Raymond L. Cox, and Ruth E. Cox.  [DB 972-223]   

 

Leming's Market - 1919 - 47  [Kip Leming] 
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1947 - 2001 - Raymond & Ruth Cox 

After the death of Harry Cox, his son Raymond Cox returned to Hopewell from Pennington, where Ruth 

Cox had a beauty parlor on South Main. The Coxes lived upstairs in 21 East Broad and opened several 

businesses in the building, including Cox's Barber Shop, Cox's Corner restaurant, and Cox's Cobweb 

Antiques. 

 

Cox's Barber Shop - 1950s - 1990s 

The longest-lived business was Cox's Barber Shop, which opened in the 1950s(?), and continued into the 

late 1990s(?) in the right side of the building.  [TET 10/18/1989]  Ray Cox also worked at the New Jersey 

Neuropsychiatric Institute in Skillman for an extended period, as a barber and a supervisor.  [TET 

10/25/1981]  Joe Quinn then worked at the barber shop during the day (into the 1990s?), and Cox came 

in for the evening shift. 

 

 
1975 - Cox's Barber Shop   [Ken Kaplowitz] 

Joe Quinn cutting the hair of Dale Bussis 

 

In 1981, while still owning the barber shop, Ray Cox ran for Boro council at age 74, won reelection 

unopposed, and also was appointed council president, before stepping down in 1991 [TET 10/25/1981, 

TET 11/7/1990] 
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Cox's Corner Luncheonette - 1947 - 1964 

The second business was Cox's Corner restaurant, opened in September 1947 on the left side of the 

building - "Hopewell's newest and most modern Soda Fountain / Luncheonette."  [HH 9/3/1947]  The 

restaurant was advertised as open 7 A.M. to midnight, with both restaurant and counter service.  

 

In 1951, the restaurant was under new management.  [HH 5/9/1951]  Residents recall it being run by the 

Lamont family - "Mom" and her sister. It was operated by "Mike" in 1954.  [HH 3/25/1954] 

 

In 1964, the restaurant was ruined by a fire that also damaged the "bachelor apartments" and Cox 

apartments above; the barber shop and two private offices on the ground floor were not significantly 

damaged.  At the time the restaurant also was known as "Inge's Luncheonette," and was operated by 

Armand Meyer.  [TET 1/10/1964, TET 1/13/1964]  After the building was repaired, the left side was used 

by Cox's Cobweb Antiques. 

 

Cox's Corner - HH  9/10/1947 

 

Cox's Corner - HH  7/22/1954 

 

 

Cox's Cobweb Antiques - 1951 - 1980s 

A third business, Cox's Cobweb Antiques, opened in 1951.  [TET 3/2/1985] 

 

The business apparently originally was located in the back of the building, behind the restaurant and/or 

behind the barber shop (which did not extend deep into the space). It later was in the left side of the 

building after the restaurant fire in 1964. After the florist shops moved into the left side of the building 

around 1985, the antiques store was again in the back, accessed from the side door on Seminary, 

identified as "2 Seminary Ave."  [HFD 1986] 

 

Russell K. Metz, real estate broker, also operated from 2 Seminary Avenue from at least 1964 thorough 

1967.  [TET 5/10/1964].  This was in one of the two private offices on the ground floor.  [TET 1/10/1964] 

 

Cox's Barber Shop - HFD 1986 

 

Cox's Cobweb Antiques - HFD 1986 

 

 

[411]



Hopewell History Property Brief   ≡ 21 East Broad - Groceries / Barber / Restaurants ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 10 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

Florists / Podiatrist – 1980s – 1990s – 2000s (left side) 

While Cox’s barber shop was still operating in the right side of the building, 

a series of florists occupied the left side. 

 

June Stewart opened the Hopewell Country Florist in the building in 1985, 

after moving from 57 Princeton Ave. [TET 4/2/1985]  Sherrie Van Arsdale 

took over the store in 1995 and operated it to at least 1995.  [Town Topics 

4/26/1989, 1995 Harv Fair]   

 

Then from 1997 to 2004, Jeffrey Smith operated Buds and Bows florists in 

the same space. In 2001, Smith also purchased 21 East Broad from the 

Ruth Cox estate, along with 8-10 Seminary  [DB 3985-103, 1/10/2001].  

 

• c1985 to 1989 - Hopewell Country Florist - June Stewart 

• 1989 to c1995 - Hopewell Country Florist - Sherrie Van Arsdale 

• 1997 – 2004 - Buds and Bows - Jeff Smith 

 

After the florists, the left side of the building was used for a podiatrist office. 

 

• 2006-..2008 - - Hopewell Foot and Ankle Center (Dr. David Michael Krausse, Podiatrist) 

 

Hunting & Fishing – 2000s (right side) 

After the Cox barber shop closed in the late 1990s, two 

different hunting and fishing businesses took over the right 

side of the building, overlapping the florists. These also sold 

hunting licenses. 

 

Steve Varga operated Steve’s Bait & Tackle from at least 

1998 through 2002. The store was variously listed as 2 

Seminary and 21 E. Broad. it was previously at 10 Seminary 

Ave. before that building was demolished and replaced.  

[Mid-Atlantic Budget Angler, Ann McIntosh, 1998; NJ Fish & 

Wildlife Digest 2000-2002] 

 

Drew Slimmer then operated Slim’s Fins & Furs from at least 2003, and it closed in 2005.  [NJ Fish & 

Wildlife 2003, 2005] 

 

• 1998..2002 - Steve’s Bait & Tackle - Steve Varga 

• 2003..-2005 - Slim’s Fins & Furs - Hunting & Fishing - Drew Slimmer 

 

 

Hopewell Country Florist  

[1987 Harvest Fair] 

 

21 East Broad – 2003 [Roger Labaw] 

Buds & Bows on left, Slim’s on right 
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Restaurants – 2007 – present 

In 2005, Clark Reed purchased 21 East Broad from Jeffrey Smith, along with 8-10 Seminary  (DB 5076-49, 

6/14/2005). 

 

Since then, both sides of the building have been used for an interesting variety of restaurants. 

 

This trend started on the right side of the building with The Peasant 

Grill, an American restaurant that features "small batch from scratch 

comfort food and baked goods." It opened in 2007, and then relocated 

and expanded to 85 East Broad Street in 2018. 

 

Tomatello’s Latin Cuisine, a Latin American restaurant, then opened in 

2018. 

 

• 7/2007 - 9/2018 - The Peasant Grill - Barry & Michelle Klein 

• 2018.. - Tomatello’s Latin Cuisine - Harold Tello 

 

 

Beginning in 2011, the left side of the building also saw a 

diverse series of restaurants. Da's Kitchen and Thana Thai 

Cuisine both offered authentic Thai cuisine. 

 

The most recent occupant, Ottoburger, was a hamburger 

restaurant. In April 2022 Ottoburger relocated to the Brick Farm 

Market at 65 East Broad as part of combining operations with 

Robin & Jon McConaughy. 

 

• 11/2001 - c2017 - Da’s Kitchen - Da DeToro, Clark Reed 

• 12/2017 - c2018 - Thana Thai Cuisine  

 - Thanaporn “Thana” Armour 

• 12/2020 - 2022 - Ottoburger - Otto and Maria Zizak 

 

 

Ottoburger - entrance 2020 

 

The Peasant Grill - graphic 
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References 

Information extracted and summarized from sources including books, reports, maps, deeds, 

newspapers, and photos.  

 

Specified dates are known from the referenced sources, so the actual date range could be longer:  

"1921-23" is definite, "1921..23" is partial range, "1921-..23" is known start with indefinite end. 

 

Many of the original materials (i.e., documents, maps, aerials, and photos) come from the many 

contributors to the Hopewell Valley History Project and are shared on the site  - see the 

Acknowledgements page (HopewellHistoryProject.org).  

Comments, additions, and corrections are welcome. 

 

See the companion Hopewell History Briefs for more information : 

• Seminary Avenue 

 

Thanks to the contributors who kindly provided information and materials, including: 

• Robert Witkowski ("Mr. Haircut")  

• American Legion Post 339 - Mark Marotta, Sal Tore 

• Locals - Jeff Smith, Dick & Hope Sudlow, Tom & Ann Johnson, Roger Labaw, Ken Kaplowitz, 

 Kyle Van Arsdale, Kim Leming 

• Facebook commentators - Karen Quinn Simmons, Barbara Wert Reeder 

 

Books / References 

[HAHG 1992] - Hopewell: A Historical Geography (1992), Richard W. Hunter and Richard L. Porter  

[HH 1914 Souvenir] - Hopewell Herald Souvenir Edition, September 19, 1900 

[HFD 1986] - Hopewell Fire Department 75th Anniversary Booklet, 1986 

Maps 

[1890 Scarlett] -  Scarlett & Scarlett fire map of Hopewell Borough 

[19xx Sanborn] - 1902, 1912, 1927, 1937 Sanborn fire maps of Hopewell Borough 

Newspapers 

[HH] - Hopewell Herald newspaper (through 1955) - newspapers.com, newspaperarchive.com ($) 

[TET] - Trenton Evening Times newspaper - genealogybank.com ($) 

Genealogy and Historical Records / U. S. and N. J. Census 

FamilySearch - Family historical records 

 https://www.familysearch.org/search/ 

Ancestry.com - Family history records ($) 

 https://www.ancestry.com/ 

Deeds (book / page, registration date) 

[DB] - Mercer County Deed Books (text search, from c. 1950s) 

 https://records.mercercounty.org 

[DB] - Mercer County Deed Books (digitized images, index 1838-1919, deeds to 1887) 

 https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/219073 
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Seminary Avenue, Hopewell, NJ (c. 1880) 
 

Rev. 5/20/2022 b - D. Dixon 

 

History of buildings, people, and businesses along the block of Seminary Avenue from East Broad to 

Columbia. Seminary opened to Columbia c. 1880, saw substantial development c. 1900, and then was 

expanded to West Prospect in 1923 [HH 9/12/1923]  

Includes details of property ownership (e.g., from deeds when available), and residential and business 

occupants (as found in newspapers and other sources, and from oral histories). The result captures the 

major activities on the street, but is necessarily incomplete. 

East Side, Left to Right (Broad to Columbia) 

 
21 East Broad  

Groc. / Cox / Food 

 
6 Seminary 

Harry Cox 

 

 
8 [10] Seminary 

 

 
[12] 14 Seminary 

 
16 Seminary 

Threatre 

 
18 / 20 Seminary  

Upholstering 

 
22 Seminary 

Fletcher 

 
20 Columbia (NE) 

West Side, Left to Right (Columbia to Broad) 

 
21 Seminary  

Haines 

 
19 Seminary  

Holcombe / Mr. Hair 
 

17 Seminary  

Groceries 

 
15 [13] Seminary 

Firehouse / Library 

 
11 [13] Seminary 

Livery / Auto Parts 
15 East Broad St 

Central Hotel 
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Seminary Ave. Maps ................................................................................................................................... 21 

 

 

 

 

2 Seminary Ave - [side of 21 East Broad St.] 

2 Seminary Ave. was apparently the address used for the side entrance to the corner building at 21 East 

Broad while it was owned by the Cox family. 

 

Russell K. Metz, real estate broker, operated from 2 Seminary Avenue from at least 1964 thorough 1967. 

[TET 5/10/1964]. This was in one of the two private offices on the ground floor. [TET 1/10/1964] 

 

The Cox's Cobweb antique business was accessed 

from Seminary for part of its existence in the 

building.  
Cox's Barber & Cobweb Antiques - HFD 1986 
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6 Seminary Ave - (1906 - late 1950s) - Harry L. Cox, Barber 

6 Seminary Ave. is a narrow building that was built by Harry 

L. Cox as a barber shop in 1906 when he was 21. The shop 

was expanded several times, but was gone by the late 

1950s. The location is now a driveway between the back of 

the corner building at 21 East Broad and 8-10 Seminary 

next door. 

 

Harry Lester Cox (1885 - 1945) was a Hopewell institution 

for the first half of the 1900s. Cox later bought and then 

lived in the corner property (21 East Broad). His son 

Raymond Cox also operated a barber shop there, becoming 

the next generation Hopewell institution. In his spare time, 

Cox also managed the Hope Theatre (16 Seminary) in the early 1920s. 

 

Harry Cox also helped train and partnered with other local barbers, as the business became Cox & Cray 

in the early 1920s, and then transferred to Cronce & Cray after Harry Cox's death in 1945.  

See separate briefs on Harry Cox and on Hopewell Barbers. 

 

Harry L. Cox barber shop (1909 - 1922) 

1906 - Harry L. Cox build barber shop at 6 Seminary 

1900 - Farm laborer (age 15) 

1909 - 108 shaving mugs 

1909 - Rear addition -  "waiting and reading room" 

by 1912 Sanborn - "Pool room" extension in back 

by 1914 - 3 additions 

1920 - Bought 21 East Broad corner; another addition 

1920-22 - Managed Hope Theatre (16 Seminary) 

 

Cox & Cray barber shop (1923- 1945) 

by 1923 - Cox & Cray; extensive interior improvements 

1925 - Beauty Parlor with private entrance for ladies 

1926 - Hopewell barbers raised prices to 25 cents 

by 1927 Sanborn - "6A" - Large back addn. (see #10) 

1932 - Shave Lindbergh reporters and photographers 

1940 - Working 60 hours per week, 52 weeks a year 

1944 - Nighttime contact for fire alarm 

1945 - Died, age 59 

 

Cronce & Cray barber shop (1945 - 1950s) 

by 1950 - Cronce & Cray at 6 Seminary 

by 1959 - Cronce & Cray at 8 Seminary 

 

c 1959 - 6 Seminary building gone 

 
1912 Sanborn - Pool room behind 

 
[HH 1906-07] 

 
[HH 2/9/1927] 

 
[HH 12/20/1950] 

 
Harry Cox Shaving Parlor (c1907) 
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8 [10] Seminary Ave (by 1902, rebuilt c2006) 

One-story duplex on 1902-1927 maps, plus extension on back. Used for numerous businesses.  

Later demolished and replaced by similar-looking two-story structure (c2006). 

Entrances: 8A left, 8B center, 8C right (right also previously known as #10 - 1927 Sanborn). 

 

-- Property -- 

1930 - *Plump from William C. Landolt [DB 665-31] 

Henry G. & Christina J. Plump, Amandus Hochmuth 

1938 -39 - "Plump's store" (rented) 

1963 - *Hochmuth from Plump [DB  1661-154] 

*Christina J. & Henry Plump - brother Raymond Hochmuth 

 

1966 - *Cox from Hochmuth [DB 1757-60] 

Raymond L. and Ruth E. Cox - 21 E Broad 

 

2001 - *Smith's of Hopewell from Cox Estate [DB  3985-103] 

*Jeffrey Smith - also 21 E Broad 

 

2005 - *Last Exit (Reed) from Smith's Hopewell [DB 5076-49] 

*Clark Reed 

 

c2006 - Replaced w/ similar-looking 2 story building 

 

 

 
Current 8 Seminary 

 

 
Before demolition - 2006 

 

Corner 23 E Broad,  

6, 8/10, 12/14 Seminary 

 
1902 Sanborn -  

L Chin'e Laundry, R Vacant 

 
1912 Sanborn - L Meat,  

R Hardware - rear Tin Shop 

 
1927 Sanborn - L Store,  

R Tinning & Plumbing Shop 
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8 [10] Seminary Ave. - Businesses 

-- 8 Seminary (left) -- 

1902 Sanborn - (L) "Chin'e Laundry" 

1912 Sanborn - (L) "Meat" 

1929.. 31 - L & J Electric (1930 also #16) 

1931..35 - Jones Electric Co., Herbert Jones (1937 to #16) 

1938 - Helen Fischer's Beauty Shop open (1950 at #14) 

1952 - Scott's [Family] Shoe Store open 

1959..1963 - Cronce & Cray barber (from #6) 

1969 - Business Opportunities - A-1 Barber Shop 

 

-- 10 Seminary (right) -- 

1902 Sanborn - (R) Vacant 

1919..23 - A. F. Stout - Tinning, Plumbing, Heating (#8) 

1912 Sanborn - (R) "Hardware" - rear "Tin Shop" 

1927 Sanborn - (R) "Tinning & Plumbing Shop" 

1930 - *Plump's - 1938 for rent  

1940 - Lafayette Dry Cleaning 

1947-49,51 - Hopewell Radio Shop - Charles Palmatier 

1954..-c1960 - Harold Pakman Jeweler (1987 to 45 W Broad) 

1970s - Bert's TV Repair 

2008+ - Angel Paws Pet Parlor, Deborah McCray 

 

 
Stout Tinning #8 - HH 3/15/1922 

 
L. & J. Electric #8 - HH 1/21/1931 

 
Jones Electric #8 - HH 5/3/1933 

 
Helen Fischer #8 - HH 8/10/1938 

 
Scott's Shoes #8 - HH 4/16/1952 

 
Hw Radio #10 - HH 5/21/1947 

 
Pakman Jeweler #10 - 1961 

HFD 
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11 [13] - Seminary Ave - Livery / Auto Parts (1902, replace c1963) 

Known as street address #13 historically (auto parts), now marked (and tax address) as #11 .  

Originally bakery on street in area (1890)? Original structure set back a house length as A. Cray's Livery 

(1902) - ran Central Hotel in 1890s. Then auto repair shop in same building (1927). 

J. & S. Motor Rebuilders, John Boice and Sam Oliver, (at least late 1940s to 1950s). 

Destroyed by fire and replaced with current longer block building c1963. 

Hopewell Auto Parts / NAPA c1970s, Douglas & Sally Corietts, and managed by Joe Toth. 

In 2020 renovated and converted to stores / apartments. 

 

-- Property -- 

1890 Scarlett - Bakery on street 

Central Hotel on corner - 15 E Broad 

1893 - Andrew Cray's Hotel (corner) 

1899 - John Corcoran, Central Hotel 

1915 - Frederick Jackson 

1926 - Gebhart's Hotel 

1902 Sanborn - A. Cray's Livery (Central Hotel) 

1946..54 - *J. & S. Motor Rebuilders, Auto Parts, #13 

*John Boice and Sam Oliver 

1953 - Purchase from Bertha Gebhart [DB 1224-473] 

c1960 - Frame original livery building destroyed by fire 

1959 - *Douglas & Sally Corlette [DB 1514-104] 

c1963 - Burned - Replaced w/ current block structure 

2018 - *Barsky Enterprises [DB 6326, 1225] 

2020 - Renovated as stores / apartments 

 

 

 
 

 

 
1890 Scarlett - Bakery on street 

Possible start of livery behind 

 
1902 Sanborn -  

A. Cray's Livery 

 
1912 Sanborn - Livery 

 
c1927 - Clark's Garage 

[George Spencer] 

 
1927 Sanborn - 

Auto Repair Shop 
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11 [13] Seminary Ave. - Businesses 

 

1890 Scarlett - Bakery on street 

 

-- Frame Building (Livery Stables) - Set Back -- 

1902 Sanborn - behind - *A. Cray's Livery (Central Hotel) 

1910 - Elmer E Van Dyke [Phone]? 

1912 Sanborn - behind - Livery 

1917..21 - F. K. Forsythe Funeral Dir.  

Autos, furniture, and delivery [HH 10/10/1917] 

1921 - Office at Central Hotel 

1927 Sanborn - behind - Clark's Repair Shop - George S. Clark 

(garages back #15) [HH, 1932 Phone] 

 

1946..54 - *J. & S. Motor Rebuilders, Auto Parts, #13 

 John Boice and Sam Oliver; Joe Toth 

 

1959 - Hopewell Auto Parts / NAPA 

*Douglas & Sally Corlette; Joe Toth 

1960-65 - Frame original building destroyed by fire 

 

-- Block Building (Auto Parts) - On Street -- 

c1963 - Replaced w/ current block structure (aerials) 

1960s..2013 - Hopewell Auto Parts / NAPA 

Corlette - also had NAPA store in Princeton 

1988 - Joe Toth bought business 

 

2018 - *R. B. Homes - Roman Barsky 

Renovated as business / apartments 

 

 

 
Forsythe Funeral Dir. - HH 11/28/1917 

 

 
Clark's Repair - HH 2/23/1927 

 

 
J&S Motor - HH 12/31/1947 

 

 
Hw Auto Parts #13 -  

St. Alphonsus 1986 

 

[421]



Hopewell History Street Brief   ≡ Seminary Avenue ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 8 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

[12] 14 Seminary Ave (by 1902) 

Duplex in 1902 map. Rear addition 1912-1927. Both sides used variously for residence and store. 

Formerly 12 left, 14 right, now #14. 

 

- Property -- 

*Charles & Sarah Ashton 

 

1946 - *Hullfish from Ashton  [DB 917-562] 

Rezeau B. & Carlia L. Hullfish 

 

1962 - *Voorhees from Hullfish #14  [DB 1624-113] 

Frank O Voorhees Jr. & Beverly C. Voorhees 

 

2002 - *Wagner from  Voorhees #14  [DB  4219, 50]  

Nicholas & Amy Wagner 

 

 
 

Corner 23 E Broad,  

6, 8/10 - 12/14 Seminary 

 
1902 Sanborn - 

L Bakery; R Dwelling 

 

 
1912 Sanborn - 

L Elec Painting, R Dwelling 

 

 
1927 Sanborn - 

12 L Store, 14 R Dwelling 
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[12] 14 Seminary Ave. - Businesses 

 

-- 12 Seminary (L) -- 

1902 Sanborn - Bakery 

1912 Sanborn..1917 - Hopewell Electric Co. - V. V. Brook 

1921 - Ashlan Co., Molasses Pop Corn 

1947..58 - Corcoran's Wine and Liquor (to 44 E  Broad) 

1964..72+ - Hall Klett Vorhees Realty / Insurers 

 *Frank Vorhees, insurance 

20xx+ - Conversations Hair Salon 

 

 

-- 14 Seminary (R) -- 

1921 - *Ashton Bros. - second-hand goods 

1932 Phone - Charles E. Ashton 

1950..53 - Reed & *Hullfish, General Contractors 

1950..68 - Helen Fischer - Beauty Shop (was #8) 

c1972..2000s? - Doll House Shop - Betty Wyckoff [HBA] 

 

 
Ashlan Pop Corn #12 - HH 9/7/1921 

 

 
Corcoran's #12 - HH 12/20/1950 

 

 
Voorhees Insurance #12 - 1961 HFD 

 

Helen Fischer #14 - HH 12/20/1950 
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15 [13] Seminary Ave - Firemen's Hall / Public Library (1912) 

Known as street address #15 historically (and currently marked as same), but tax address is #13? 

Current structure built to house the new Hopewell Fire Department (1912 - 1921), with the Hopewell 

Free Public Library upstairs (1915 - 1925). Also used as Borough Hall during this period. 

Followed by a succession of businesses, which added the display window and entrance on right. 

1902 Sanborn - thin building, extension from A. Cray's Livery? 

1912 - 1921 - built - Hopewell Fire Dept. [to Columbia Hall] 

1912 Sanborn - New - "To Be Fire Station" (larger building) 

1919 - aka Borough Hall (was Firemen's Hall) in engine room 

1914 - First office Hopewell Building & Loan Assoc. 

1922 to Bank cor. Greenwood, 1951 Library 

1915 - 1925 - Hopewell Free Public Library [to Museum] 

1927 Sanborn #15 - front Store, back Auto garage bays 

      (#11/13 behind - Auto Repair Shop) 

1932 Phone - Riley’s Tire Shop ?? 

1932 - Riley's Radio Store ?? 

1948 - Dr. D. R. Dillworth, #15 

1950..55 - Joseph Mallia, Cleaners - Tailors, #15 

1951..54 - Ranieri Paint Center, Salvatore Rainieri, #15 

1988 - The Book Store, Quakenbush, #15 

1988 - Williams Collection Gallery, #15 

1990 - Rusti Priory Public Relations 

HH 12/20/1950 

Fire House (N side), c 1911 [HFD] 

Library - TET 12/12/1915 

1902 Sanborn - 

Extension of Livery 

1912 Sanborn - 

"To Be Fire Station" on street 

1912 Sanborn - 

Store - Auto garages behind 
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16 Seminary Ave  - Bake House, Theatre (by 1895) 

Originally only back portion as bake house (1890s). 

Front portion added by 1922, originally Hope Theatre (movies, 200 seats). 

Property - 1893 - Bake Shop - Van Dyke Bakery (Back) 

1893 - *Webster T. Van Dyke Bake Shop  [HH 8/17/1893] 

1893 - Van Dyke purchased 16 Sem. lot [DB 204-404] 

1897 - Moved to "his own lot" [TET 10/13/1897] 

1898 - Bakery fire - on Seminary [HH 5/6/1954] 

Property - 1900s - Allen's Bakery (Back) 

1901 - C. N. Allen bought bakery business [DB 254-339, 1902] 

from Welsey Van Dyke & Isaac Woodward  [HH 3/9/1901] 

1902 - *Allen builds house and Bakery shop on Seminary 

1913 - Sold to Henry Schlapfer [TET 4/7/1913] 

1915 - Sold to Percy S. Hill [TET 7/18/1915] 

1909 - Allen buys 21 E Broad (Morrell) - Bakery & Grocery 

1915 - Allen leases to A&P (there to 1950s) 

1914-1922 - Hope Theater - Cornelius N. Allen, Jr. (Front) 

1914 - Allen build Hope Theatre, seat 200  [TET 1/25/1914] 

Add front addition - 1916 HH - Movie 10 cents 

by 1919 - Vincent Dineto, own Hope Theatre [TET 10/17/1919] 

1919 HH - Movies 25 cents with war tax 

1920 - Sold to Donald L. Parker & Roy Williamson of Trenton 

Managed by Harry L. Cox and Albert Lewis [HH 10/6/1920] 

1920 - $500 improvements, 35 cents, children 25 cents 

1921 - Closed summer months (July / Aug.) 

1922 - *Alvah Smith (bakery in rear) 

Rented to Harry L. Cox and William G. Lowe 

1922 - Fire, bakery & theater renovated [HH 11/29/1922] 

 
 

 

 
Hope Theatre - HH 6/7/1916 

 

 

 
1902 Sanborn - 

"Bake Ho." set back 

Shed behind [1890 Scarlett] 

 
1912 Sanborn - 

Extend "Bake Ho." & oven 

 
1927 Sanborn - 

Add front addn. - Theatre 
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16 Seminary - Post-1920 Business 

- Property - 1920s - After Theatre 

1922 - *Alvah Smith (bakery in rear) 

c1942 - *Samuel & Sadie Lesser - Lesser's Shoes 

1968 - *Russell & Loretta B. Smith - Smith's [DB 1817-604] 

1979 - *Dana Comm. / Michael Prewitt [DB 2116-596] 

1995 - *Seminary Partnership [DB 2932-68] 

1920+ - Rear - Hopewell Bakery, Alvah Smith 

1922..-42 - Hopewell Bakery - Alvah Smith 

1931 - Roof fire - also store of John S. Riley - Tires? Radio? 

1944 - Jack Amelkin, plumbing, rear of Lesser's 

1920+ - Front (Former Theater) 

1923-..29 - Hopewell Electric Shop, Wm. G. Lowe  

(from #6 N. Gw, to #35 W Broad) 

1930..31 - L. & J. Electric (also #8) 

1932..33 - Puriton Meat Market, M. L. Lipman 

1937..38 - Jones Electric (from #8, by 1946 to 7 Center) 

1940 Census  - Charles & Sarah Ashton - own 

1942-..56 - *(Sam) Lesser's Shoes - Lesser's Dept. Store 

1968 -73? - *(Russell) Smith’s Family Store 

1970s - Christian Scientists 

1987 - Peter Lokhammer, Architect 

1988..90 - Zoe Graphics, Kim Waters 

1979 - *Dana Comm. / Michael Prewitt (by 1985 to 2 E Broad) 

2010 - Front used by Legion after selling Van Dyke 

2013..18 - Sticks and Stones Toys, Jen Ghannam 

2018+ - Seeds to Sew International (c2015 was back) 

 
Smith Bakery - HH 2/24/1926 

 

 
Hopewell Electric - HH 10/17/1923 

 
Puritan Meats - HH 4/6/1932 

 
Lesser's Shoe - HH 12/20/1950 

 
W. G. Lowe - HH 6/10/1926 

 
Jones Electric - HH 4/27/1938 

 

[426]



Hopewell History Street Brief   ≡ Seminary Avenue ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 13 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

17 Seminary Ave - Groceries (1890s-1902) 

Early Agricultural Implements store (1900s), then a series of grocery stores (1925 -1970s), and later 

miscellaneous businesses. 

 

1902 & 1912 Sanborn - Agricultural Implements 

1922..23 - Charles E. Ashton Variety Shop 

Groceries, furniture, buy newspapers [HH 1922] 

1925..43 - *Edling's Variety Shop & Grocery Store 

Richard H. Edling - also old furniture [HH 1927] 

Marie D. and Herman H. Edling 

Also Drug Store - 1 W Broad 

1945-..51 - *Schanck's Market - grocery & meat 

 Edmund & Edna Schanck  [DB 901-502] 

 was butcher in Weart's Market [HH 1945] 

~1946-48 - Legion met upstairs (then 9 Mercer) 

1952..54 - Hopewell Delicatessen - Sal Scibetta 

1950..51 - was 25 Railroad Place [HH] 

1958..64 - Hopewell County Store - Vaccarino 

Joseph A. & Grace S. Vaccarino, sons Joe & John 

1972 - *McCarty purchased & rented 

Theodore I. & Simone McCarty  [DB 1905-853] 

1964..78 - Hopewell County Store - Ehrlich 

Paul and Rita Ehrlich, 1987-80 - 12-14 Mercer 

1978? - Jim Wyckoff - Groc. store 

1978 - *Cris Blackstone - Print shop 

1981 - Cris Egger Blackstone [TET, DB 2088-672] 

1983-..88 - *Tony Mento - Your Auntie's Attic 

Anthony R. Mento, Jr. & Taylor  [DB 2230-246] 

"The Jersey Auctioneer" [TET 1985-] 

1987 - Pennfield Antiques - Penny Pypcznski 

to 47 W Broad [TET, 90s-2000s] 

1987 - *Karen Stefanelli [Ellis]  [DB 2426-207] 

1997 - *Diane Carroll  [DB 3232-205] 

1998 - *Lewis & Doreen Kassel [DB  3412-36] 

Lewis Kassel, photographer; Doreen artist 

(later Boro Bean) 

2013 - Studio Nikki, Nikki Cifelli [HBA] 

2016 - Hopewell Creative Arts Studio 

Dan & Kaitlin Deering Kassel 

 

 
Ashton's Variety Shop - HH 10/1922 

 
Edling's - HH 2/3/1926 

 
Schanck's Market - HH 5/21/1947 

 
Hw Deli - Scibetta - HH 12/23/1953 

 
Country Store - Vaccarino - HFD 1961 
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17 Seminary - Groceries 

 
1902 Sanborn - 

"Agri'l Impl's" front 2-story, 

1-story back 

 
1912 Sanborn - 

"Agri'l Impl's" front, W. Ho. back 

 
1927 Sanborn - 

Store front, 2nd hand furniture 

back, "Stge." behind 

 
Schanck_Market - 1945 [PBS] 

 

 
Ehrlichs in Country Store - 

1975 [KDK] 

 
Edling's - HH 2/4/1925  

Schanck's Market - HH 7/1950 

 
Hw Deli - Scibetta - 

HH 12/9/1954 

 

 
Mento Auctioneer -   

TET 10/10/1985 

 

[428]



Hopewell History Street Brief   ≡ Seminary Avenue ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 15 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

18 / 20 Seminary Ave (1898) 

Split (#18 and #20) since first on map (1902), not on 1890 map. Additions by 1927. 

Built by Fred L. Behre 1897 as Hardware store. Portions used for variety of residences and businesses. 

Five-car garage behind properties rented for parking, accessed from Columbia.  

 [HH 1930, 1946; TET 10/9/1951] 

 

-- Property -- 

1895-06-13 - *Amos C. Bond from Mary J. Boggs (lot) 

 [DB 202-264?] 

1897-05-24 - *Fred L. Behre from Amos C. and Laura A. Bond 

[DB 221-99] 

1898 - F. L. Behre - Store completed  [HH 6/29/1828] 

Tin Roofer and Plumber, Hardware  [HH 1/5/1898] 

1899-06-05 - *Sarah F. Cray from Behre (bankrupt) 

 [DB 231-425]  [1910 Census] 

... 

1937 - #18 - Blackwell & Everitt - own? 

1940 Census - #18 - Paul T. & Louise Stryker - own? 

1940 Census - #20 - *Jennie C. [Vorhees] Cruser - own 

... 

1952 - #20 - *MacIntosh from Cruser [DB 1179-362] 

Robert & Jean MacIntosh (Upholstering) 

 

1975 - #20 - *Mondshein from MacIntosh [DB 1997-525] 

Seymour Mondshein 

 

 
 

 

 
1902 & 1912 Sanborn - 

Dwellings 

 

1912 Sanborn -  

L Electrical / Painting 

 

 
1927 Sanborn - 

Dwellings - Rear addn. 
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18 / 20 Seminary - Business 

-- 18 Seminary (Left) -- 

1912 Sanborn - L Electrical / Painting ? 

1937 - #18 - Blackwell & Everitt 

Letha Blackwell and late Lewis Blackwell 

George & Janet [Blackwell] Everitt   [TT 10/28/1937] 

1920 Census - #18 - Russell & Ada Sperling - Rent  

1940 Census..1943 - #18 - Paul T. & Louise Stryker - own 

1957 - #18 - Miss Margaret Spong  [TT 8/11/1957] 

 

-- 20 Seminary (Right) -- 

 

1920 Census - #20 - Harry & Sarah Schnap - Rent 

 

1927...1933 - #20 - Ida Pancoast - pickles, pies & cakes 

Thomas H. Pancoast (-1927)  [HH 9/30/1931] 

 

1940 - #20 - *Jennie C [Vorhees] Cruser - Laundress 

F. Welling Cruser 

1940 Census - own property, laundress in home 

1951 - public sale - property  [TET 10/9/1951] 

 

1952...1961 - #20 - *Robert A. MacIntosh - Upholstering 

1939 - Upholstering, Cabinet Making - ?? Seminary 

1941 - 39 Blackwell; 1947 - 96 W Broad; 1949 - 37 E Broad 

1952 - to 20 Seminary - Upholstering 

by 1961 - & Son - w/ son George 

 

1970s - *Seymour Mondshein - Maple Leather Co. 

Fine leather and tapestry bags 

Also orthotics manufacture - back 

Later Antiques? 

?? - Into the Woods Art Studio 

1990+ - Beth Ann Designs - designer/goldsmith 

Beth Ann Judge - Handmade Hopewell Maker Fair 

also - MP Jewelry Appraisal & Consulting 

 

 

 
Behre Hardware - HH 6/29/1898 

 

 

 

 

 
Ida Pancoast - HH 11/30/1932 

 

 
MacIntosh Upholster #20 - HFD 

1961 

 

 

 

[430]



Hopewell History Street Brief   ≡ Seminary Avenue ≡ 

Hopewell Valley History Project 17 HopewellHistoryProject.org 

19 Seminary Ave (by 1902) - Holcombe / Mr. Haircut 

Single-family residence next to northwest corner house at Columbia. 

Appears as dwelling on 1902 Sanborn map, not on 1890 Scarlett map.  

1912 Sanborn has front left 2-story, 1927 add 1-story front porch along entire front. 

Holcombe / Servis residence., 1919 - 1971. 

Witkowski residence, from 1972 - added Mr. Haircut barber shop on front. 

 

-- Property -- 

1892 - *Anna E. Golden 

from Ruben Savidge (father)  [DB 183-271] 

1893 - *Mary S. Hill from Golden  [DB 187-333] 

1899 - *Walter S. Savidge (c1874-1949) 

from Hill  [DB 230 165] 

1902 Sanborn - Dwelling 

1911 - *William H. & Emma Slugg from Savidge  [DB 341-567] 

1919 - *Monroe & Fannie Holcombe from Slugg [DB 433-592] 

1948 - *Nellie & Russell Servis inherit from Holcombe 

1970 - *Russell Servis inherit from Nellie Servis [DB 1871-529] 

1972 - *Robert & Agnes Witkowski from Servis  

 

1919-1917 - Holcombe / Servis 

1919 - Monroe Q. Holcombe (1871-1948) 

& Fannie E. Holcombe (1870-) 

1920 Census - (rent) - Russell H. Servis (c1986-) 

& Nellie H. [Holcombe] Servis (c1895-1970) 

1930 Census - Monroe Holcombe at 19 Columbia w/ Servis 

1940 Census - Monroe & Fannie Holcombe (own) 

w/ Russell Servis (salesman, bookkeeper) 

& Nellie Servis (dressmaker in home) 

1948 - Nellie Servis inherit from Monroe Holcombe 

1961 - Russell Servis president of Walter B  Howe, Inc. 

1970 - Russell Servis inherit  from Nellie Servis 

 

1972 - Mr. Haircut (Robert Witkowski) 

 - 1954 - Joins Navy, becomes barber 

 - 1959 - George Cronce (Cronce & Cray) at 8 Seminary 

 - 1963 - Opens shop at 45 W Broad (R side),  

  Pakman Jeweler on L side 

 - 1972 - Buys 19 Seminary 

 - Enclose front porch for barber shop, rear addition 

 

 
Sanborn 1902 

 
Howe - Servis - HFD 1961 

 

 
Mr. Haircut - TT 12/24/1965 

 
Mr. Haircut - HFD 1986 
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21 Seminary Ave (by 1927) - Haines 

Single-family residence on northwest corner at Columbia, next to Mr. Haircut. 

Appears as dwelling on 1927 Sanborn map, not on 1902 / 1912 maps. 

Occupied by Rella Haines, 1932 - 1952 

 

- Property -- 

by 1932 - 1956 - *Rella Haines (Mrs. Harvey L. Haines) 

1940 Census - Rella Haines 

 

by 1957 - 1966+ - Harry & Nellie Logue Barlow  [TET 4/12/1957] 

 

by 1979 - *Donald G. Moore  [TET 6/1/1979] 

 

1996 - *Timothy McShea from Moore [DB 3134-113] 

 

Rella Haines (Mrs. Harvey L. Haines) 

1910 Census - Harvey & Rella in Baltimore 

1920 Census - Rella widowed in Baltimore 

1930 Census - Rella in Trenton (1927) 

1931 - at 34 Columbia w/ aunt Catherine H. Snook,  

bro. Fred Warren Rickey [1930 Census, HH 2/4/1932] 

1932 Phone - Mrs. Harvey L. Haines, 21 Seminary 

1940 Census - Rella Haines, widowed - Own 

1952 - Death of Rella Haines 

1956 - Lawsuit forced public sale 

 
 

 
1927 Sanborn - 

after 1912 
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22 Seminary Ave (c1913) - Fletcher 

Single-family residence adjacent to northeast corner house at Columbia.  

Appears as dwelling on 1927 Sanborn map, not on 1902 / 1912 maps. 

Built c1913 and occupied until 1939 by John R. Fletcher, Boro clerk 

 

c1913 - Built by *John R. Fletcher, Boro Clerk [HH 5/1914] 

1910,20 Census - w/ Mabel Fletcher 

1938 - Eugene P. Hutchins, Trenton Attorney,  

 Used as Hopewell office  [HH 12/14/1938] 

1940 Census - Robert W. & Anna Mae Bland - rent 

 Mabel May Fletcher - widowed, lodger 

 

1943 - Albert G. Stotzer - of Mercer Grange [HH 5/5/1943] 

 

1950s - *William and Victoria Quigley 

1942,43 - William J. Quigley in Army [HH 3/3/1943] 

1949 - Married, on Hollow Rd., Skillman [HH 6/1/1949]  

 

1960-06-20 - *Angelo M. & Louise I. Carlucci  

from Quigley [DB 1541-13] 

Psychiatrist, with State Village for Epileptics at Skillman 

 

1976-07-23 - *Francis J. Mahood from Carlucci [DB 2020-390] 

from Louise Carlucci [DB 2020-390] 

 (Princeton Doll and Toy Museum, 2003-2016) 

 

John R. Fletcher 

1893 - Worked Reading RR, Glenmoore station agent 

1900 - Married and moved to Hopewell 

1909 - Built first all-concrete house in Hopewell (9 Center) 

1910 Census - John & Mabel Fletcher - renting in Hw 

1913 - 39 - Appointed Boro Clerk, ~ built #22 

1920 Census - John & Mabel Fletcher - Own 

1932 Phone - John R. Fletcher #22 

1934 - Also appointed acting postmaster  

1939 - Death of John R. Fletcher  [HH 11/29/1939] 

 

 

 
 

 
HH 11/29/1939 

 

 
Hutchins Attorney - HH 12/14/1938 
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References 

Information extracted and summarized from sources including books, reports, maps, deeds, 

newspapers, and photos.  

 

Many of the original materials (i.e., documents, maps, aerials, and photos) come from the many 

contributors to the Hopewell Valley History Project and are shared on the site  - see the 

Acknowledgements page (HopewellHistoryProject.org).  

 

Comments, additions, and corrections are welcome. 

 

See the companion Hopewell History Briefs for more information : 

• 6 Seminary Avenue, Hopewell - Harry L. Cox, Barber (1906) 

• Seminary Avenue - Hopewell Borough Barbers 

 

Thanks to the contributors who kindly provided information and materials, including: 

• Robert Witkowski ("Mr. Haircut")  

• American Legion Post 339 -  

Mark Marotta, Sal Tore, George Hall, Joe and John Vaccarino, Nick Toth 

• Locals - Jeff Smith, Doug Robbins, Frank Mahood, Matt & Dan Kassel, Scott Dansberry, Eleanor 

Edling, Rich Anderson, George Spencer, Jack Koeppel 

• Richard Porter - notes on building origins 

 

Books / References 

[Gantz 1987] - Hopewell's Past (1987), Elizabeth (Betty) Gantz 

 

Maps 

[1890 Scarlett] -  Scarlett & Scarlett fire map of Hopewell Borough 

[19xx Sanborn] - 1902, 1912, 1927, 1937 Sanborn fire maps of Hopewell Borough 

 

Newspapers 

[HH] - Hopewell Herald newspaper (through 1955) - newspapers.com, newspaperarchive.com ($) 

[TET] - Trenton Evening Times newspaper - genealogybank.com ($) 

 

Genealogy and Historical Records / U. S. and N. J. Census 

FamilySearch - Family historical records 

 https://www.familysearch.org/search/ 

Ancestry.com - Family history records ($) 

 https://www.ancestry.com/ 
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 Seminary Ave. Maps 

1890 Scarlett & Scarlett Fire Map 

 

East Broad 

13 - Bank 

15 - [Central Hotel] 

23-27 - [Seminary] 

 

Seminary East 

~16 - Shed set back 

    (& 1887 Fowler) 

 

Seminary West 

~11-13 - Bakery 

 

1902 Sanborn Fire Map 

 

Seminary East 

21 E Broad - Grocery 

+ 8 - L Laundry/R Vac 

+ 12/14 - L Bakery 

16 - Bake Ho. set back 

+ 18/20 - D/D  

[no 22] 

+ 20 Colum - Dwelling 

Seminary West 

13 E Br - Bank 

15 E Br - Central Hotel 

11-13 - Livery set back 

+ 15 - 1 story 

+ 17 - Agri'l Impl's 

+ 19 - D [Mr Hair] 

[no 21] 
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1912 Sanborn Fire Map 

 

Seminary East 

21 E Broad - Grocery 

~6 - Barber, Pool Rm 

+ 8 - L Meat / R Hardw  

      - back Tin Shop 

12 / 14 Sem 

    - L Elec Painting / D 

16 - Bake Ho. set back 

18 / 20 - D / D 

[no 22] 

20 Colum - Dwelling 

Seminary West 

13 E Br - Bank 

15 E Br - Central Hotel 

11-13 - Livery set back 

+ 15 - Fire Station 

17 - Agri'l Impl's 

19 - D 

[no 21] 

 

1927 Sanborn Fire Map (w/ house numbers) 

 

Seminary East 

21 E Br - Store 

~6A - Store 

8/10 - R Tin & 

Plumbing 

12-14 - S / D 

16 - S - back Bake Ho. 

18 / 20 - D / D 

+ 22 - D 

20 Colum - Dwelling 

Seminary West 

13 E Br - Post Office 

15 E Br - Central Hotel 

11-13 - Auto Repair bk 

15 - Store 

17 - S, 2nd Hand Furn 

19 - D 

+ 21 - Dwelling 
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6 Seminary Avenue, Hopewell - Harry L. Cox, Barber (1906) 
 

Rev. 5/6/2022 b - D. Dixon 

 

6 Seminary Ave. is a narrow building built by Harry L. Cox 

as a barber shop in 1906 when he was 21. The shop was 

expanded several times, but was gone by the late 1950s. 

The location is now a driveway between the back of the 

corner building at 21 East Broad and 8-10 Seminary next 

door. 

 

Harry Lester Cox (1885 - 1945) was a Hopewell institution. 

He later bought and then lived in the corner property (21 

East Broad). His son Raymond Cox also operated a barber 

shop there. In his spare time, Cox also managed the Hope Theatre (16 Seminary) in the early 1920s. 

 

Harry Cox also helped train and partnered with other local barbers, as the business became Cox & Cray 

in the early 1920s, and then transferred to Cronce & Cray after Harry Cox's death in 1945. 

 

Harry L. Cox barber shop (1909 - 1922) 

1909 - Harry L. Cox build barber shop at 6 Seminary 

1909 - 108 shaving mugs 

1909 - Rear addition -  "waiting and reading room" 

by 1914 - 3 additions 

1920 - Another addition; Bought 21 East Broad corner 

1920-22 - Managed Hope Theatre (16 Seminary) 

Cox & Cray barber shop (1923- 1945) 

by 1923 - Cox & Cray; extensive interior improvements 

1925 - Beauty Parlor with private entrance for ladies 

1926 - Hopewell barbers raised prices to 25 cents 

1932 - Shave Lindbergh reporters and photographers 

1940 - Working 60 hours per week, 52 weeks a year 

1944 - Nighttime contact for fire alarm 

1945 - Died, age 59 

Cronce & Cray barber shop (1945 - 1950s) 

by 1950 - Cronce & Cray at 6 Seminary 

by 1959 - Cronce & Cray at 8 Seminary 

c 1959 - 6 Seminary building gone 

 

 
[HH 1906-07] 

 
[HH 2/9/1927] 

 
[HH 12/20/1950] 

 

 
Harry Cox Shaving Parlor (c1907) 
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Harry L. Cox, Barber (1906 - 1945) 

Harry Lester Cox (1885 - 1945) was a Hopewell 

institution for the first half of the 1900s. In the 1900 U.S. 

Census, at age 15, Cox was listed in the living with his 

parents on a farm in the Hopewell area, with his father 

working as a "farmer" (at age 75), and Harry as a "farm 

laborer." 

 

By the 1905 N. J. Census, at age 20, Cox was listed as a 

"barber," and he was working at the barber shop of Fred 

Cronce by 1906.  [HH 6/26/1906]  

 

In April 1906, at age 21, Cox married Larena Morrell.  

[HH 4/18/1906]    

 

That July, Cox started building his new barber shop on Seminary avenue.  [TET 7/18/1906]  It was 

described as his " Tonsorial Parlor" in newspaper ads, and "Shaving Parlor" on the building. The official 

opening date of the shop was later set as 7/13/1906.  [HH 7/7/1909] 

 

By his third anniversary in business in 1909, after 

starting in a small shop with one chair, "with hard 

work and digest attention to business," Cox had 

enlarged the shop, with three chairs, and "108 

shaving mugs on his shelves." The shop also had 

added a journeyman barber and a helper, and an 

electric vibrator and electric fan.  [HH 7/7/1909]   

 

Also in 1909, Cox completed a new addition to the 

rear of the shop as a "waiting and reading room," 

which made it "the largest and finest in town." [HH 11/10/1909] 

 

From the 1914 Hopewell Herald Progress Edition: 

No one who has watched the career of Harry L. Cox within the last few 

years, can deny him a foremost position among the essentially self-

made young men of the borough who have made real progress. Mr. Cox 

came here originally from New Hope, and as a boy started to learn the 

barber trade with Fred. Cron[c]e. In fact he was little less than a boy 

when he began business for himself but by good service, and courtesy, 

he has not only made himself one of the most popular young men of the 

town but built up by far the largest business of the kind here. The 

building occupied he not only built himself, but has enlarged three 

times. The Cox barber shop is headquarters for practically all the 

leading business men of the borough. It is splendidly fitted up with three 

chairs, plate glass mirrors, electric vibrators and all up-to-date 

conveniences. All sanitary measures are taken advantage of. The many rows of private cups indicate 

that the shop has a strong hold on the best class of trade. A large and complete line of cigars, 

cigarettes and tobacco carried, while in the rear a first-class pocket billiard table is in almost 

constant use. 

 
1912 Sanborn map -  

Barber front, Pool Room rear addition  

 
Harry Cox - 1914  

Hopewell Herald  

Progress Edition  

 
Harry Cox outside his Shaving Parlor (c1907) 
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In 1920, at age 35, Cox bought the corner property, 21 East Broad, including his barber shop and the 

A&P grocery store on East Broad, for $4800.  [HH 3/24/1920]  His family was living there in the 1930 and 

1940 Census. They were previously living at 55 Broad Street.  [1918 WW I Draft, 1920 Census] 

 

In 1920, Cox also built another addition to the shop, 

"and installed another pool table."  [HH 5/5/1920] 

 

By 1920, Cox also took over management of the Hope 

Theatre (16 Seminary) with Albert Lewis.  [HH 

10/6/1920]  Then in 1922 Cox and W. G. Lowe rented 

the theater, only to have it damaged in a fire that 

summer.  [HH 7/12/2922] 

 

 

Cox & Cray, Barbers (1923 - 1945) 

Harry Cox also helped train and partnered with other local barbers, as the business became Cox & Cray 

in the early 1920s, and then transferred to Cronce & Cray after Harry Cox's death in 1945. 

 

By 1923, Cox partnered with Harry B. Cray to form Cox & Cray, based in the shop at 6 Seminary.  [HH 

5/20/1923]  Cray had opened a shop on Broad Street in 1917, and had been running joint ads with Cox 

listing barber shop hours in town ("closed all day on July 4th").  [HH 6/27/1917] 

 

In 1923, Cox & Cray made "extensive improvements" to the 

interior of the building, including a  new large mirror, two new 

chairs "of the latest design," and "a new fountain in the center." 

The one room also was made into two with a "lattice partition 

and archway." 

 

In 1925, Cox & Cray advertised their Beauty Parlor as open for 

business, with a private entrance for the ladies.  [HH 3/18/1925].  

Cox also was quoted as saying that he bobs ladies hair and 

guarantees satisfaction. "If you're not satisfied, he will return the 

amputated hair."  [HH 4/1/1925]   

 

The next year, Hopewell barbers raised their prices to 25 cents.  

[HH 5/19/1926] 

 

Cox was busy in 1932 as the press descended on Hopewell after the Lindbergh kidnapping, described as 

the "town barber who has shaved more reporters and photographers than he ever knew existed."  [TET 

3/7/1932] 

 

In the 1940 Census, at age 56, Cox is listed as working 60 hours a week, 52 weeks a year. His schooling is 

listed as elementary school, 7th grade.  

 

 
1927 (& 1935) Sanborn map -  

Barber shop front, larger rear addition 

 
[HH 3/18/1925] 
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In 1943, Dean Ashton describes closing up the barber shop in Be It Ever So Humble (1947): 

Squinting his eyes against the glare of the overhead light, Harry Cox glanced at the clock in the 

Cox & Cray barber shop on Seminary Avenue.  

"Eight o'clock - time to close up," he remarked to his partner, Harry B. Cray, who was applying an 

open-blade razor expertly to the nape of a customer's neck. Cox deserted his own patron 

momentarily to snap the lock on the door and lower the shades, shutting off a view of the shop's 

interior from the street. He glanced at the "waiting row" which consisted of two "hair-cuts." Cox 

returned to his own barber-chair and his scissors resumed their nervous chatter. [Be It Ever So 

Humble, recounting event from February 1943] 

 

In 1944, Cox also was the nighttime contact for emergency calls to the Hopewell Fire Department in 

those times of limited phone service (daytime calls went to Cutter's drug store): 

At night, however, the calls go to Harry Cox. He turns on the current by direct wire [for the fire 

alarm], and then puts in a few fast phone calls to make sure that firemen are roused up and 

quickly on the job. [Be It Ever So Humble, from January, 1944] 

 

Harry Cox died in 1945 at age 59. He was remembered as a charter member of the Sourland Mountain 

Sporting Club, a director of the Point Pleasant Fishing Pier, and a member of the Hopewell Fire 

Department and the Calvary Baptist Church. 

 

Dean Ashton's Hopewell News hometown broadsheet published for locals serving overseas during World 

War II commented regularly on Harry Cox, his success growing his peas and beans, and the "Hot Stove 

Card Club" in the back of the shop (it took a lot to interrupt the card game in progress).   

Harry Cox felt especially close to the fellows in military service, for he had seen most of them 

grow up from the time from they came in for their first haircut and squirmed through fear that 

they would not live through the ordeal. By actual count, more than a hundred of the shop's 

customers were in the armed services during the war.  [12/26/1945] 

 

Cronce & Cray, Barbers (1945 - 1950s) 

After the death of Harry Cox in 1945, his son Raymond Cox, also a barber, helped with the business, and 

then moved to Pennington and later started own shop next door in the corner building that his father 

had bought at 21 East Broad, becoming the next generation Hopewell institution. 

 

Meanwhile, Harry Cray partnered with George Cronce to form 

Cronce & Cray, also still at 6 Seminary. As a young man, Cronce 

has apprenticed with Harry Cox from 1916 to 1919 before 

joining the Navy, where he also was drafted to serve during 

World War II. Cronce & Cray operated at 6 Seminary through at 

least 1953, before moving next door to 8 Seminary by 1959. 

 

The original Harry Cox barber shop building was presumably demolished around 1959. 

 
[HH 12/20/1950] 
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Many of the original materials (i.e., documents, maps, aerials, and photos) come from the many 

contributors to the Hopewell Valley History Project and are shared on the site  - see the 

Acknowledgements page (HopewellHistoryProject.org).  

 

Comments, additions, and corrections are welcome. 

 

See the companion Hopewell History Brief for more information on Hopewell barbers - Seminary 

Avenue - Hopewell Borough Barbers. 
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Ancestry.com - Family history records ($) 
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Seminary Avenue - Hopewell Borough Barbers (1890s) 

(Cox, Cray, and Cronce) 
 

Rev. 8/9/2020 x - D. Dixon 

 

History of barbers in Hopewell Borough, 1890 - 1960's, with particular focus on Seminary Avenue, 

including Harry L Cox, Raymond L. Cox, Harry B. Cray, and George ("Dick") Cronce. 

See extensive Appendixes at end with references including newspaper clippings and other sources. 

[Dates: "=" reference in e.g., newspaper, 51..3 references in range, otherwise exact dates] 

Barber Shops on Seminary Ave. 

 
21 East Broad 

Raymond Cox 

1947 Cox's Corner 

1950s - R - A&P groc 

L - Cox's Corner 

lunchonette (1947) 

R - Raymond Cox 

 
6 Seminary (alley) 

Harry L. Cox 

1906 - 1945 - H. L. Cox  

c1918/23+ - Cox & Cray 

1945 - H. L. Cox dies 

1950-53 - Cronce & Cray 

late 1950's? demolished 

 

 
 

8 L [10R] Seminary 

Barbers 

 

by 1959 - mid/late 60's? 

George Cronce 

w/ Witkowski (to 1963) 

 

Early Barber Shops in Hopewell (1890s - 1950s) 

 
Hopewell Barber Shop 

Paul Arnold 

[27 West] Broad, 1891 

[1887..1907] 

 
Puglia's Shaving Parlor 

Cook's Block / 

Seminary/Broad, 1901 

[1899..1901] 

Central Barber Shop 

Fred Cronce, 1906 

[1905..06] 

 
Harry L. Fox 

Tonsorial Parlor 

6 Seminary, 1907 

[1906-1945] 

 

 
Cox & Cray 

Harry Fox & Harry Cray 

6 Seminary, 1927 

[1918/23..1951]  

 
Cox's Corner 

Raymond & Ruth Cox 

21 East Broad, 1947 

[1947..54] 

Cox Barber ?? 

 
Cronce & Cray 

George Cronce  

& Harry Cray 

6 Seminary, 1950 

[1950..53] 

 

 

George Cronce 

w/ Bob Witkowski 

8 Seminary, 1959 

[1959..63] 
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Hopewell Borough Barbers - Cox - Cray - Cronce 

Fred Cronce (c1885?) 

1905-6 - Ran Central Barber Shop 

1909 - Employed Harry Cox, left 1909 

Harry Lester Cox (1885 - 1945) - photo at 6 Sem 

Birth  23 Dec 1885, New Hope, PA 

Death  14 Dec 1945 (aged 59), Trenton, NJ - Highland Cemetery 

Married    1906 - Larena E Morrell (1887–1977) 

 Children - Raymond L. (1907–1996), Delbert M. (1910–1986) 

1906-45 - Built Tonsorial Parlor, #6 Seminary (Left Fred Cronce) 

1916 - "Shops of Cox and Cray"; 1916..21 - Employed George Cronce - Left to enlist in Navy 

1918 - Harry Cray injured in motorcycle accident - rejoins Cox 

1923..40 - Cox & Cray 

12/1945 - Harry Cox died [64], son Raymond "takes over" 

Harry B. Cray (1896 - 1960) 

Birth  1896 

Death  1960 (aged 63–64), Highland Cemetery 

Married     1917, Eva Marie McGowan (1894–1994) 

1916 - "Shops of Cox and Cray"; 1918 - Harry Cray injured in motorcycle accident - rejoins Cox 

1923..40 - Cox & Cray, 6 Seminary 

1950..53 - Cronce & Cray barber shop, 6 Seminary 

Raymond L. Cox (1907 - 1996) 

Birth  10 Jun 1907, New Jersey 

Death  1 Dec 1996 (aged 89), Highland Cemetery 

Married    Ruth E. Phillips Cox (1908–1997) 

1947..51 - Opens Cox's Corner, Lunchonette - Ruth & Raymond Cox, [21] E Broad 

??? Barber shop at 21 E Broad 

12/1945 - Harry Cox died [64], son Raymond "takes over" 

George ("Dick") Cronce (1907 - 1996) 

Birth  10/4/1900, New Jersey 

Death  9/7/1986, Woodbridge, NJ 

Married    c1920, Flemington, divorce 1945 Bronx, NY, Gertrude Gilbert Thompson (1903–1973) 

 Children - 1922-25, Flemington, Camden - George Richard, Robert Earl, Violet Lillian, Jean 

Married    1946, Irene R Kasten  (1913–1992), Mount Vernon, NY 

 Children - 2 daughters, Hopewell - Davida, Pearl Anita 1950 

1916..19 - Worked for Harry Cox 

1919..21 - Enlisted in Navy, barber 

1942-45 - Drafted WW II - Navy, Queens NY 

1950..53 - Cronce & Cray barber shop, 6 Seminary 

1959..63+ - Cronce at 8 Seminary, Bob Witkowski joins 1959-63 

Geo. Cronce 

1920, Navy 

Harry Fox 

c1906 

Shop at 6 Sem. 
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Hopewell Borough Barbers - Summary Chronology 

1887 - [Fowler Map #9] - "Paul M. H. Arnold, Barber Shop", 27 W Broad [R side] 

 "Arnold was Spanish and he married a black.  

 Allena Arnold, their daughter, was a fine hairdresser." [Hopewell's Past, Betty Gantz, 1987] 

1891 - Harry Sloop, barber, now working for E. Kennedy 

1891..1907 - Hopewell Barber Shop, Paul Arnold, Broad St. 

1893 - New Barber Shop - Frank Kelly, Tedbadell House, Near Depot 

1899..1901 - M. D. Puglia's Shaving Parlor - Cook's Block (1899 fire), Seminary, Broad (by 1901) 

1905-1906 - Fred Cronce, Central Barber Shop - bought business of Zephania Stout 

1906 - Harry L. Cox builds 6 Seminary, Tonsorial Parlor (leaves Cronce) - 1907, 1909 additions 

1906 - John E. Stacey of Trenton takes over shop of Fred Cronce 

1909 - Fred Cronce leaves Cox 

1909 - Harry L. Cox new addition, new part in rear of his old shop, waiting and reading room 

1910 - Chas. Titus at Cox 

1916-17+  - George Cronce with Harry Cox - apprentice, employee 

1916 = Shops of Harry L. Cox and Harry B. Cray 

1917 - Harry B. Cray owner of Central Barber Shop on Broad 

1918 - Harry Cray injured in motorcycle accident - rejoins Cox 

[1919..21 - George Cronce with Harry Cox - enlists in Navy] 

1920 - H. L Cox addition to barber shop - another pool table 

1922 - Trudel's barber shop new in building where Robert P. Blackwell has opened dry goods 

[1920's - George Cronce m. Gertrude Gilbert Thompson, 4 children - Flemington, Camden] 

1923..1940 - Cox & Cray at [6] Seminary - 1923 improvements (Cray back 1918?) 

[1942-45 - George Cronce drafted - Navy - WW II] 

12/1945 - Harry Cox died [64], son Raymond "takes over" 

[1946 - George Cronce m. Irene R Kasten, NYC] 

c 1946 ? - Raymond Cox left to open shop in Pennington 

1946..1951 - Joseph Cataldo, barber of Railroad Place 

1947..51 - Opening of Cox's Corner, Lunchonette - Ruth and Raymond Cox, [21] E Broad & Seminary 

1951-54 - Cox's Corner under new Management [1954 Mike] 

1950 - Paul Helleis, barber in the employ of Joseph Kuhn 

1951 - Cox & Cray [?] hours 

1950,51,53 - Cronce & Cray barber shop - 6 Seminary [1950=George Cronce children in Hopewell] 

1950..1954 - Joe's Barber Shop, Railroad Place - Two barbers and Freida's Beauty Shop 

1960 - Harry B. Cray died 

-- Cronce & Cray at #6 Seminary through at least 1953 -- 

-- Cronce at #8 Seminary by 1959 -- Witkowski joins 

1947..50..54 =  Cox's Corner Lunchonette, 21 East Broad - Ray & Ruth Cox 

1959 ? - Raymond Cox at 21 East Broad 

 R side - Cox barber shop 

 L side - lunchonette (Cox's Corner) 

1959 - Bob Witkowski joins Cronce - 8 Seminary 

1963 - Bob Witkowski - Mr. Haircut - opens in 45 W. Broad (R) - Charlie Lemendola? 

mid/late 1960s? - George Cronce retires - d. 1986 Woodbridge 

1972 - Bob Witkowski - Mr. Haircut - opens at 19 Seminary - renovation - shop on front 
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Appendix - References 

Newspapers References - Hopewell Herald & Trenton Evening Times 

 Hopewell Herald [HH] & Trenton Evening Times [TT] 

 

1891 - Harry Sloop, the barber, now working for E. Kennedy in Hopewell [TT 3/22/1891] 

1891-93,95,99,1901-05,07 - Ad: Hopewell Barber Shop, Paul Arnold, Proprietor [HH 12/23/1891] 

 - Main St. (to 1893, Broad by 1895) [...HH 2/27/1901] 

1893 - Ad: New Barber Shop - Frank Kelly, Prop., Tedbadell House, Near Depot, Hopewell 

1899 - Cook's Block fire 7/11/1899 - M. D. Puglia barber shop - opened on Seminary in building largely 

occupied by George Green as a meat market 

1900 - Harry Cox gone to Heightstown to work in the shirt factory [TT 12/3/1900] 

1901 - Ad: M. D. Puglia's Shaving Parlor, Broad St. [HH 2/27/1901] 

1906 - Harry Cox will occupy [George] Greens' house on Broad Street [HH 11/14/1906] 

1905 - Fred Cronce bought barber shop and business of Zephania Stout [TT 1/16/1905] 

1906 - Harry Cox will erect at once a new shop on Seminary avenue near Morrell Bros' store. Harry Cox 

resigned from Fred Cronce barber shop, will start business for himself in near future. [HH 6/26/1906] 

1906 - Harry Cox commenced erection of a new barber shop on Seminary avenue [TT 7/18/1906] 

1906 - Ad: Central Barber Shop, Fred Cronce [HH 4/17/1906] 

1906 - Fred Cronce has gone out of the barber business in Hopewell, closing up his shop and taken a 

position in Trenton as a plumber's helper. The shop vacated by him has been rented to John E. Stacey of 

Trenton, who will open up tonight for business. [HH 11/14/1906] [TT 11/17/1906] 

1906 - Ad:  Barber Shop vacated by Fred Cronce [HH 11/28/1906 

 

1906 - Harry Cox will keep his barber shop open all day tomorrow, Thanksgiving day. [HH 11/28/1906] 

1907-09 - Ad: Harry Cox, Tonsorial Parlor, Seminary Ave. 

1907 - Harry Cox has had an addition built to the rear of his barber shop. [HH 8/14/07] 

1909-10 - Ad: Does Your Barber Suit You? If not try Harry L. Cox 

1909 - Fred Cronce has accepted a position in Heightstown [TT 11/6/1909] 

1909 - Harry L. Cox has just had completed a new addition to his tonsorial parlor on Seminary avenue, 

which makes it the largest and finest intown.... The new part is built in the rear of his old shop and is in 

the form of a waiting and reading room,... . [HH 11/10/1995] 

1909 - Mr. Cox has also secured the services of a first-class barber to take the place of Fred Cronce, who 

had taken a position in Hightstown. [HH 11/10/1995] 

1909 - Harry L. Cox, 3rd anniversary, Seminary [HH 7/7/1909] 

1910 - Tonsorial artist Harry L. Cox is happy father of baby boy, born last Saturday morn [HH 6/1/1910] 

1910 - Chas. Titus... resume labors at Harry L. Cox's barber shop [had rheumatism] [HH 11/2/1910] 

1916-17 - Ad: Does Your Barber Suit You? If not try Harry L. Cox 

1916 - Ad: New Barber Shop Hours - evenings - H. L. Cox, H. B. Cray [HH 10/18/1916] 

1916 - George Cronce is apprentice in tonsorial parlor of H. L. Cox - Boy Scouts [HH 6/28/1916] 

1917 - George Cronce an employee in barber shop of Harry L. Cox [HH 3/14/1917] 

1917 - Harry B. Cray owner of Central Barber Shop on Broad - Cray marries Eva Marie McGowan [HH 

7/11/1917] 

1917 - The barber shops of H. L. Cox and Harry Cray will be closed all day on July 4th [HH 6/27/1917] 

1918 - Harry Cray, barber, kneecap injured in motorcycle accident [TT 11/20/1918] 

1919 - Harry B. Cray in hospital with injured knee [1/1/1919] 

1919 - George Cronce barber with Harry Cox for last 5 years, son of Richard Cronce, enlisted in Navy, [sp 

Crouce],  [TT 11/16/1919] [HH 11/12/1919] 
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1920 - George Cronce charge of Navy barber shop in Newport RI - photo [TT 5/23/20] 

1920 - H. L Cox has built an addition to his barber shop on Seminary avenue and installed another pool 

table. [5/5/1920] 

1921 - George Cronce, of Navy, furlough at home of father Richard Cronce [HH 5/25/1921] ac 

1921 - George Cronce marries Gertrude Gilbert Thompson of Flemington [TT 12/17/1921] 

1922 - Ad: Does Your Barber Suit You? If not try Harry L. Cox 

1922 - Trudel's barber shop recently occupied building  - Robert P. Blackwell has opened dry goods 

[4/5/1922] 

1923 - Cox & Cray making extensive improvements - Seminary - mirrors, chairs [HH 5/20/1923] 

1925 - "Flirting With the Angels" - experience at Harry Cox [HH 3/18/1925] 

1925 - [4/1] - Harry Cox says that be bobs ladies hair and guarantees satisfaction. If you're not satisfied, 

he will return the amputated hair. [HH 4/1/1925] 

1926 - "Barbers Raided Their Shaves" - prices up 25 cents [HH 5/19/1926] 

1926-27,30-35,38-40 - District 1 voting - Rear of Cox [& Cray] barber Seminary [HH 10/6/1926] 

1927,34 - Ad: Cox & Cray Barber Shop - Special parlor for ladies - Seminary Avenue [HH 2/9/1927] 

1927 - Thanksgiving Day - local businesses [HH 11/23/1927] 

1931 - John Greco, a former Hopewell barber - convicted on disorderly charge [HH 4/15/1931] 

[3/1932 Lindbergh] 

1939 - Harry Fox receives letter from Connie Mack taking for birthday congratulations [HH 1/4/1939] 

1945 - "Hot Stove Card Club" in back room of Cox & Cray barber shop on Seminary [HN 12/4/1945] 

1945 - Harry L. Cox died 12/14/1945, ~appendix. Son Raymond now in shop and will carry on; was at 

GM plant in Trenton. Over 100 of shop's customers were in the armed services during the war. [HN 

12/26/1945] 

1946 - Joseph Cataldo, barber of Railroad Place [HH 12/4/1946] 

1947 - Opening of Cox's Corner, Soda Fountain Lunchonette - Ruth and Raymond Cox [HH 9/3/1947] 

 [21] East Broad and Seminary 

1947-48..50 - Ad: Cox's Corner [HH 9/10/1947] 

1951-54 - Ad: Cox's Corner - Under new Management [1954 proprietor Mike] [HH 5/9/1951] 

 

1950 - Paul Helleis, barber in the employ of Joseph Kuhn 

1950-51 - Ad: Cronce & Cray Barber Shop, 6 Seminary Avenue [HH 12/12/1951] 

1951 - Barber Prices Are Raised - at Cronce and Cray and Joe's Barber Shop - now 50 cents [HH 

1/17/1951] 

1951 - Cox & Cray and Joseph Cataido barber shops closed from July 20 to August 4. [HH 7/18/1951] 

1951 - Raymond L. Cox, 21 East Broad - administrator Edward R. Whitehead [HH 11/7/1951] 

1953 - Baseball Club meet at barber shop of Cronce & Cray on Seminary Avenue [HH 5/6/1953] 

[1950,]1954 - Joe's Barber Shop - 25 Railroad Place - Two barbers [HH 9/2/1954] 

-- Cronce & Cray at #6 Seminary through at least 1953 -- 

-- Cronce at #8 Seminary by 1959 -- Witkowski joins -- 

1959 ? - Raymond Cox at 21 East Broad 

 R side - Cox barber shop 

 L side - lunchonette (Cox's Corner) 

1959 - Bob Witkowski joins Cronce - 8 Seminary 

1963 - Bob Witkowski - Mr. Haircut - opens in 45 W. Broad (R) 

mid 1960s? - George Cronce retires - d. 1986 Woodbridge 

1969 - Business Opportunities - A-1 Barber Shop - 8 Seminary - 466-1388 

1972 - Bob Witkowski - Mr. Haircut - opens at 19 Seminary - renovation - shop on front 
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Oral History - Raymond Cox [HVHS 1993] 

born in Hopewell, father born in Pennsylvania.  mother born in Hopewell 

married ~1929 Ruth, lived with Ruth's parents less than a year, 

then Ruth had beauty parlor on South Main in Pennington, across from Doc Abey 

had until after the war - bought before the war, $10,000 

worked at General Motors during the war.  

father died in 1950 [45!].  came back to Hopewell, sold house $13,000 

 

Harry Cray born Hopewell, five years younger than my father, born about 1890 

learned trade with father, left and opened shop down below John's store, below drugstore, did well 

motorcycle accident at Ewing Hotel - crippled him up; went back with father - partners until the end 

haircuts were probably 35 when I started.  And of course, they did a lot of shaving in the barbershop. 

 

original movie house was on Seminary, Two doors down where the architects are now, same building 

Not a big theater, had bake shop in back.  Hill's Bakery. 

When Columbia Theater built, 1935, '36, father run them movies and took theater to Columbia Theater. 

WPA built the Creamery Pond - Daniel P. Northrup owned 

Bios - Find A Grave / Ancestry.com 

Fred Cronce [c1885] 

HH - Fred has son 1905 

Fred Cronce - Central Barber Shop 1905-6, w/ Cox to 1909 

[not George Frederic 'Fred' Cronce - 11 October 1891 - 18 August 1917 - Wisconsin] 

 

Harry Lester Cox 

Birth  23 Dec 1885 New Hope, Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

Death  14 Dec 1945 (aged 59) Trenton, Mercer County - Highland Cemetery 

m.     Larena E Morrell Cox,  1887–1977 (m. 1906) 

Children    Raymond L. Cox,  1907–1996, Delbert M. Cox, 1910–1986 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/147627405/harry-l-cox 

 

Raymond L. Cox 

Birth  10 Jun 1907 New Jersey 

Death  1 Dec 1996 (aged 89) - Highland Cemetery 

m Ruth E. Phillips Cox, 1908–1997 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/46907447/raymond-l_-cox 

 

Harry B. Cray 

Birth  1896 

Death  1960 (aged 63–64) - Highland Cemetery 

m 1917 - Marie M. Cray, 1894–1994  [Eva Marie McGowan] 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/9285832/harry-b_-cray 
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George "Dick" Cronce (1900 - 1986) 

 parents - Richard S. Cronce (1860-1932) - Carline Hagaman Cronce (1864-1921) 

 10/4/1900 - 9/7/1986 - SSN 059-01-0771 

 1919...21 - barber in Navy, was with Harry Cox 

 c 1920 - m Gertrude Gilbert Thompson - Flemington, divorce 1945 

  - Children 1922-25 - George Richard, Robert Earl, Violet Lillian, Jean 

 1940 - Census - Queens NJ - barber - sons George, Robert 

 1942-45 - Drafted - Navy 

 1946 - m Irene R Kasten  (1913–1992), Mount Vernon, NY 

 1986 - died - Woodbridge, NJ 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/117263949/person/330164502412/facts 

parents - Richard S. Cronce (1860-1932) - Carline Hagaman Cronce (1864-1921) 

 Highland - https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/45202425 

 [other Children - Howard 1883, Joseph Hagaman 1885, Alva C. 1887, Jeness 1894 

 [father - Asa J Cronce(1825–1881), Hunterdon --  

1915 - NJ Census - Hopewell - Richard S. Cronce 1860(-1932), Driver, Caroline Cronce 1864 

 Children - Hazel 1894, [C]Katherine 1896, Anna 1898, George (age 15) 1900 

1915 - 1918 - WW I - U.S. 1917 

1919 - George Cronce, son of Richard Cronce, enlisted in Navy, barber with Harry Cox 

1920 - US Census - Hopewell - Richard Cronce 59, laborer, street work, Caroline Cronce 55,  

 Children - Hazel 25, George 19 barber 

1921 - Hw - Richard & Caroline Cronce - 3 dau & Richard, Alvah, Joseph [TT 1/4/1921] 

1921 - George Cronce, of Navy, at home of father Richard Cronce 

1921 - mother died - Caroline "Carrie" Hagaman (1864–1921) 

1922 - Birth of son George Richard Cronce(1922–1992), Flemington 

1923 - Birth of son Robert Earl Cronce(1923–1985) 

1924 - Birth of daughter Violet Lillian Cronce(1924–2000), Flemington 

1925 - Birth  daughter Jean Cronce(1925–), Camden County 

1939 - 1945 - WW II - U.S. Pearl Harbor 12/7/1941 

1940 - US Census - Queens NY - George Cronce 39 barber, (no spouse), sons George, Robert 

1942 - Draft Card (1897-1921) - Queens NY - George Cronce, age 41 - Maples Barber Shop 15 W 27th - D. 

Coritor - ref Mrs. Anna Paul, Hopewell - 2/15/1942 

1942-45 - Navy - George Cronce, 10/4/1900 - 9/7/1986 - Enlist 9/29/1942 - 6/5/1945 - Service # 227-79-

89 - [Veterans Death Record] 

1945 - Divorce - Gertrude Gilbert Thompson [later Kraut] (1903–1973), Bronx, NY, 9/14/1945 

1946 - Marriage Irene R Kasten (1913–1992), Mount Vernon, NY, 6/29/1946 

1950 - Daughter Paerl Anita Cronce born - 2nd child [HH 8/2/1950] 

1986 - Obit - Allentown, NJ - George "Dick" Cronce, 85, d 9/7/1986 [paper 9/11/1986] 

 Navy WWII, Legion 339, wife Irene, children Davida, Pearl, Jean - 1st - Violet [Robert 85, Geo?]] 

 buried Woodbridge - Messenger-Press (Allentown, NJ) 11 Sep 1986, Thu Page 8 
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 18 Burton Avenue, Hopewell - Stair / Toy Factory (1897) 
 

Rev. 4/14/2022 - D. Dixon 

 

18 Burton Avenue in Hopewell Borough is a former factory building now used as a art studio and 

residence by painter Ken McIndoe and ceramic artist Connie Bracci-McIndoe. 

 

It was built as a sash and blind factory in 1897 by John G. 

Burton, who then also manufactured stairs. 

 

It was then acquired in 1923 by Dr. Theodore A. Pierson as the 

Hopewell Products Company (Hoproco) to manufacture metal 

toys. Dinger Brothers then transitioned the business in 1928 

to ornamental iron work.  

 

The B & K Manufacturing Co. (Albert Benson) then bought the 

property in 1946 for an upholstering and awnings business.  

 

18 Burton Avenue 

 Block/lot 2, 48 - old block/lot 1,30 

 

1897 - 1917 - Burton Sash and Blind Factory 

 - Sashes and blinds, stairbuilding and millwork 

 - John G. Burton, Johnson Naylor, & partners 

 

1914 (U.S. 1917) - 1918 - World War I 

 

1918 - 1923 - Edwin F. Stewart, owner 

 

1923 - 1928 - Hopewell Products Co. / Hoproco 

 - Metal mechanical toys and novelties 

 - Dr. Theodore A. Pierson & Theodore A. Pierson, Jr. 

 

1928 - 1945 - Hopewell Manufacturing Co. / Dinger Brothers 

 - Ornamental iron work 

 - Josef August Dinger & Hans Dinger 

 

1929 - 1939 - Great Depression 

1939 (U.S. 1941) - 1945 - World War II 

 

1946 - 1969 - B & K Manufacturing Co. 

 - Upholstering and awnings 

 - Albert H. Benson 

 

1969 - 1973 - Samuel & Rita McDowell 

 - Warehouse for The Country Mouse gift shop 

1973 - Ken & Connie McIndoe 

 - Art studio and residence, painting and ceramics 

Burton Sash and Blind (1900) 

 
Hoproco Toys (c1925) 

 
Dinger Bros. Ironworks (1940s) 

 
B & K Manuf. (1961) 
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Burton & Naylor - Sash and Blind / Stair Factory (1897 - 1917) 

The factory building was constructed in 1897 as a "new sash and blind factory" by [John G.] Burton and 

[Henry Staats] Rynearson. As of 1897, Hopewell was reported to have two {?] Sash and Blind Factories: 

"Are now building. One is practically completed. Both will be in operation before the close of the 

present year." [HHH 1997] 

 

By 1898 the company also was described as "stair builders." The factory was also described as a 

"stream[-driven] planing mill" [HHH 11/23/1901], and its business as a "mill work factory."  [TET 

7/25/1904] 

 

Burton & Naylor's Sash and Blind Factory - 1900 

[HH Souvenir Edition, 9/19/1900] 

 

Burton & Naylor Contractors & Builders - 1901 

[HH 1/23/1901] 

 

 

 

By 1901 the company was promoted as "Contractors and Builders," and was hired to build a new house 

in Harlingen.  [TET 1/29/1901]   In 1906, Burton's "Hopewell Sash and Blind Factory" was contracted for 

stairs "on 36 houses under construction in Trenton."  [TET 1/18/1906] 

 

The company eventually evolved into the partnership of John G. Burton & Johnson Naylor in 1898, and 

then finally became the Burton Sash and Blind Factory in 1905. 

 

Burton & Rynearson - 1897  

Sash & blind factory  [TET 11/4/1897] 

 

Burton, Louden & Naylor  - 1898 

Sash & blind factory  [TET 2/1/1898] 

 

Burton & Naylor  - 1898 

Stair builders  [TET 11/4/1898] 

 

Burton - 1905 

Sash & blind factory  [TET 2/25/1905] 
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In 1900, Burton & Naylor manufactured "brackets, newel posts, doors, sash, blinds, window frames, 

moldings, etc."  [HH Souvenir Edition, 1900].  

 

By 1909, the company of J. G. Burton, "stairbuilding and millwork," was listed as employing 8 people 

[Indust Dir NJ, 1909].  

 

The 1912 Sanborn map shows the J. G. Burton Stair Factory at the north end of Burton Avenue by the 

brook, with the reservoir line following the street south towards town. 

 

J. G. Burton Stair Builder - 1909 

 [1909 Hopwell NJ] 

 

J. G. Burton Stair Factory - 1912 

 [Sanborn 1912] 

 
 

In 1909, Burton struck water after he drilled an artesian well at the stair building factory, and began 

selling spring water marketed under the "Artois" brand. 

 

However, Burton's water supply was diverted after the Borough set up its own wells across Burton Ave. 

(at the current Public Works site).  Burton brought suit against the Borough for damages, but collapsed 

during the trial and died in 1916 of paralysis. He had lived in Hopewell for about 20 years. [TET 

12/26/1916] 

 

Burton Artois Brochure - c1912 

 

J. G. Burton Obituary - 1916 

[TET 12/26/1916] 

 

 

The Burton "mill property" was offered at an Administrators Sale in 1917, described as "two story frame 

building and additions and extensions," occupied as a "stair-builder and mill-work factory."  [HH 

8/1/1917]  The lot was not then sold, since the highest bid was "not satisfactory."  [HH 8/15/1917] 
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Edwin F. Stewart - Owner (c. 1918 - 1923) 

The newspapers do not record the disposition of the Burton factory property. A later report on the next 

owners (Hoproco) says the buildings were "formerly owned by Stewart." [TET 5/20/1923] 

 

Not much is known about this period. The Mercer County deed indexes show two purchases from the 

estate of John G. Burton by Edwin F. Stewart, recorded in 1918 and 1919. [DB 407-473, 3/22/1918, DB 

421-189, 3/24/1919]  In 1918, Stewart also purchased the John Houghton property at the corner of 

Greenwood avenue and Front street.  [HH 9/25/1918, DB 421-189, 3/24/1919] 

 

In 1922, Edwin F. Stewart resigned as borough engineer because he was moving from town "in the near 

future."  [TET 11/19/1922]  But in 1921 and 1922, Edwin F. Stewart was listed as owing delinquent taxes 

of around $55 and then $120  [HH 8/10/1921, 5/10/1922] 

 

 

Hoproco - Hopewell Products Co. - Pierson (1923 - 1928) 

In 1923, Dr. Theodore A. Pierson apparently purchased the factory property, and formed a new 

company, Hoproco (Hopewell Products Company), to manufacture "metal and wooden mechanical toys" 

[Metal Industry, 1929] - also described as manufacturing "toys and novelties of wood and metal."  [TET 

5/20/1923] 

 

In 1928, Dr. Pierson sold the business to Dinger Brothers, which transitioned to ornamental iron work. 

The Dingers relocated to Trenton in 1945, and Pierson sold the property. 

 

 

 

Dr. Pierson was chairman of the board of the new 

company, with eight stockholders and a 

capitalization of $100,000.  

 

His son, Theodore A. Pierson, Jr., was president 

and general manager. Pierson, Jr. had worked at 

the Trenton Motor Company, and was a graduate 

of Drexel, MIT, and Harvard in mechanical 

engineering.   

 

[TET 5/20/1923] 

 

Dr. Pierson (c1870 - 1948) was a practicing physician in Hopewell for over 50 years, was mayor for four 

terms, and was involved in many Hopewell institutions.  [HH 12/29/1948] 

 

Theodore Pierson, Jr. (1895–1990) graduated from Drexel College in Philadelphia in 1916.  [HH 

6/14/1916]  He then entered MIT in his Junior year, graduating in 1918 with a S.B. in Mechanical 

Engineering.  [Harvard Catalog 1918, MIT Yearbook 1919]  He also received a joint degree from Harvard, 

which had briefly combined Applied Science departments with MIT.  [Harvard Catalogue 1919] 
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Hoproco Tin Toys (c 1925 - 1928) 

There is little mention in newspapers of the Hoproco business or product lines, and only a handful of 

advertisements for Hoproco brand toys or products. Hoproco Necklaces and Ear Rings were advertised 

that first year at Cutter's Rexall Drug Store.  [HH 7/11/1923]  And "Hoproco Silencers for Closed Car 

Doors" (presumably to reduce vibration, rattles and road noise) were advertised the next year in the 

program for a Hopewell High School play  [12/1924] .  

 

  
 

There are five known colorful tin toys that were manufactured by Hoproco, circa 1925 to 1928, some 

intriguingly numbered on the product literature: 

• "Indoor Golf" board game - Five spinners on board, 10 x 20 in. 

• "Buddy Sand Sled" - Rectangular tin sled / flat boat beach toy, 12 x 4 in. - 25¢ 

• "Hopewell Flyer" (#22) - 9" Dirigible - Wind-up motor with propeller, 8 ft. string - 25¢ 

• " Hopewell Twin Flyer" (#24) - Spin a pair of dirigibles on a pedestal - $1.00 

• "E-Z-Go-Round" (#33) - Spinning carousel - Six horses with child riders, 8 in. diameter - $1.00 

 

See the companion Hopewell History Brief for more information on the Hoproco products - Hoproco Tin 

Toys (1920s). 

 

[Gastonia Daily Gazette, NC, 12/16/1927] 

 
 

[Murphysboro Daily Independ., IL, 12/17/1928] 

 

[Evening Herald, Pottsville, PA, 12/2/1927] 
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Hopewell Manufacturing Company - Dinger Brothers (1928 - 1945) 

In 1928, Dr. Pierson sold the toy factory business, then known as the "Hopewell Manufacturing Co.," to 

Josef August Dinger and Hans Dinger. As described in a long 1968 article on the Dinger Brothers 

business, after the 1929 Wall Street crash the brothers converted the business to ornamental iron work 

(having learned the craft as young men in Germany).  [TET 8/4/1968] 

 

Dr. Pierson still owned the property, selling it in 1945, when the Dinger Brothers business also relocated 

to Trenton.  [DB 922-283, 4/27/1946] 

 

The Dinger brothers lived for a time across the street from the factory, with the Harry L. Wilson family at 

15 Burton Avenue. [REL, 1940 U. S. Census] 

The 1927 Sanborn map showed the factory building as " Hopewell Products Co. / Toy M'f'g." 

The 1935 Sanborn map then shows the building as " Hopewell M'f'g Co. / Metal Novelties." 

 

The Dingers apparently continued to produce toys for a time, selling "sleds, Merry-go-rounds, airships, 

shovels, calling banks, other items for children," and were busy enough to have "up to 40 girls working 

and three shifts for large orders." Once the company switched to the ornamental iron business, its local 

customers for iron railings included Dr. Pierson's front porch, the "parsonage for the Hopewell church," 

and the Hopewell National Bank.  [TET 8/4/1968] 

 

There are a few references to this business in the mid-1930s, including a very low bid for "water dept 

grill and rails" - at almost half the other bids.  [TET 8/12/1936] 

 

In 1945, the Dinger Brothers Iron Works moved to 803 Liberty Street in Trenton. The company ran 

regular ads in the Trenton paper in the 1950s as a fence contractor, especially for chain link fences. 

More recently it was described as a fabricated structural metal manufacturer, but now appears to be 

out of business. 

 

Hopewell Manufacturing Company - 1934 

[HH 8/22/1934] 

 

 
 

Blacksmith and Ornamental Iron Works 

Repairings, Machine Shop 

Burton Ave. 

 

 

 

Dinger Bros. - 

Trenton 

1957 

 

[TET 

1/20/1957] 
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B & K Manufacturing Co. - Benson / Awnings (1946 - 1969) 

In 1946, the B & K Manufacturing Corp. purchased the factory property from Theodore A. & Clara L. 

Pierson.  [DB 922-283, 4/27/1946] 

 

B & K was the business of Albert Henry Benson (1907-1969), who formed B & K in 1946 after five and a 

half years of Army service. He then continued serving in the Army Reserves, and also ran for mayor of 

Hopewell in 1958.  [TET 10/31/1958] 

 

The business was first advertised as a " Complete Machine Shop."  [HH 9/17/1947]  By 1949 it was listed 

for "Furniture Refinishing and Upholstering" for the new building of the First National Bank of Hamilton 

Square.  [TET 1/23/1949]  By 1950 it also was advertising "Custom-Made Truck Covers and Tarpaulins"  

[HH 1/4/1950], and by 1961 it was advertising "Custom Upholstering and Refinishing / Awnings" at 

"100" (?) Burton Ave.   [Hw Fire Dept. 50th, 1951] 

 

After Benson died in 1969, the company announced that it was going out of business. 

 

B & K Manufacturing / Machine Shop - 1947 

[HH 9/17/1947] 

 

B & K Manufacturing / Albert Benson - 1961 

[Hw Fire 50th, 1961] 

 

 

 

Samuel & Rita McDowell - The Country Mouse (1969 - 1973)  

In 1969, Samuel and Rita McDowell purchased the factory property from the B & K 

Manufacturing Corp.  [DB 1834-267, 7/2/1969] 

 

Samuel McDowell was a former Princeton High School art teacher who formed The 

Country Mouse gift shop in Princeton in 1960. His drawing of a hayseed mouse 

became the shop's motif.  [Central N. J. Home News, 1/11/1976]   

 

The store had a new proprietor in by the late 1970s, and closed permanently in 1991. 

[Hist. Soc. Princeton, 1/7/2022] 

 

According to neighbors, the McDowells used the Burton Ave. building as a warehouse. 

 

[Daily Princetonian, 12/14/1962] 
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Ken & Connie McIndoe - Art Studios (1973 - ) 

In 1973, painter Kenneth McIndoe and ceramic artist Connie Bracci-McIndoe purchased the factory 

property from Samuel and Rita McDowell and renovated it into their residence and studios.  [DB 1943-

712, 07/09/1973] 

 

The building had been stripped and needed major renovations. The lower floor contained two 

bathrooms, male and female, and had two iron structured tables. The upper floor had a very large table 

that was used for cutting canvas for awnings. The property also still had an artesian well which needed 

to be capped. 

 

The original post and beam building had been constructed in two parts, forming the current "L" shape - 

with one rectangular part extending west back from Burton Ave., and the other rectangular part then 

extending to the south along Burton Ave. This structure is clearly visible in the 1900 photo of the Burton 

& Naylor factory, and there is a clear change between the two parts within the building. 
 

Burton Sash and Blind (1900) 

 

Current 18 Burton Ave. 

 
 

The renovations by the McIndoes to the post and beam building included electricity, plumbing, floors, 

studding, insulation, and drywall. The exterior of the house was covered with red roofing singles nailed 

over the original tongue and groove vertical exterior. 

 

The lower floor now houses studios for the two artists, where Connie McIndoe has held classes in her 

studio for 42 years. The upper floor is the residence, including a large open vaulted great room.  
 

 

 

 

 

Great room in the current upper floor 

 

[Courtesy Ken and Connie McIndoe] 
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References 

Information extracted and summarized from sources including books, reports, maps, deeds, 

newspapers, and photos.  

 

Many of the original materials (i.e., documents, maps, aerials, and photos) come from the many 

contributors to the Hopewell Valley History Project and are shared on the site  - see the 

Acknowledgements page (HopewellHistoryProject.org).  

 

Comments, additions, and corrections are welcome. 

 

See the companion Hopewell History Brief for more information on the Hoproco products - Hoproco Tin 

Toys (1920s). 

 

Thanks to the contributors who kindly provided information and materials, including: 

• Families: Jim Pierson 

• Neighbors: Ken & Connie McIndoe, Lois Grieves, Roger Lebaw 

• Collectors: Larry & Cindi Kianka, David McCandless, Craig Thompson 

 

Books / References 

[HHH 1897] - Healthful Historic Hopewell (1897), Normer Gray 

[HH Souvenir Edition, 9/19/1900] - Hopewell Herald Souvenir Edition, 9/19/190 

[Indust Dir NJ 1909] - Industrial Directory of New Jersey, 1901-1918, N. J. Bureau of Statistics 

[McCandless 1996] - The Toy Chest, Antique Toy Collectors of America, March 1996, Tom McCandless 

 

Maps 

- 1902, 1912, 1927, 1937 Sanborn fire maps of Hopewell Borough 

 

Newspapers 

[HH] - Hopewell Herald newspaper (through 1955) - newspapers.com, newspaperarchive.com ($) 

[TET] - Trenton Evening Times newspaper - genealogybank.com ($) 

 

Genealogy and Historical Records / U. S. and N. J. Census 

FamilySearch - Family historical records 

 https://www.familysearch.org/search/ 

Ancestry.com - Family history records ($) 

 https://www.ancestry.com/ 

 

Deeds (book / page, registration date) 

[DB] - Mercer County Deed Books (text search, from c. 1950s) 

 https://records.mercercounty.org 

[DB] - Mercer County Deed Books (digitized images, index 1838-1919, deeds to 1887) 

 https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/219073 
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 Hoproco Tin Toys (1920s) 
 

Rev. 4/14/2022 - D. Dixon 

 

Hoproco, the Hopewell Products Company, operated from 1923 to 1929 at 18 Burton Avenue in 

Hopewell, manufacturing metal and wooden mechanical toys and novelties. The company was founded 

by Dr. Theodore A. Pierson, with his son, Theodore A. Pierson, Jr. as president and general manager. 

 

While not much is known about the range of products created by the company, this brief describes the 

five known colorful tin toys that were manufactured by Hoproco from circa 1925 to 1928. 

 

See also the associated brief on 18 Burton Avenue - Stair / Toy Factory (1897). 

 

Buddy Sand Sled 

 

Hoproco Logo and Trademark 

 
Hopewell Flyer 

 

Indoor Golf - Board Game 

 

Hopewell Twin Flyer 

 

Hopewell E-Z-Go-Round 
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Hoproco Tin Toys (c 1925 - 1928) 

There are five known colorful tin toys that were manufactured by Hoproco, circa 1925 to 1928, some 

intriguingly numbered on the product literature: 

• "Indoor Golf" board game - Five spinners on board, 10 x 20 in. 

• "Buddy Sand Sled" - Rectangular tin sled / flat boat beach toy, 12 x 4 in. - 25¢ 

• "Hopewell Flyer" (#22) - 9" Dirigible - Wind-up motor with propeller, 8 ft. string - 25¢ 

• " Hopewell Twin Flyer" (#24) - Spin a pair of dirigibles on a pedestal - $1.00 

• "E-Z-Go-Round" (#33) - Spinning carousel - Six horses with child riders, 8 in. diameter - $1.00 

 

The toys are nicely designed, in terms of the graphical design and build quality. They can be ranked in 

terms of mechanical complexity and sophistication (which probably also relates to the order in which 

they were introduced): 

• The Golf product is a board game. Mechanically, it just has a set of spinners on the board. The 

game itself is carefully designed, with two pages of rules and a carefully-designed simulation of 

the choices and hazards of playing an 18-hole course. 

• The Sled has no moving parts - it is just an open rectangular tin box. Multiple versions were 

produced, adding more attractive coloring and artwork. 

• The single Flyer has a wind-up mechanical motor to drive the propeller. 

• The Twin Flyer and E-Z-Go-Round use a self-retracting pull-string to power the spinning action. 

 

The company itself only operated from 1923 to 1928. The Pierson family reports that "[Theodore A. 

Pierson, Jr.] said that they were fairly successful and approached large toy stores in NYC to sell their 

toys, but could not meet the magnitude of the orders that those stores would require to carry those 

items.  He had said that the problem was that they were too big of an operation for the smaller markets 

and too small for the large markets, and they were not willing to invest to expand to the level needed to 

supply the large orders." 

 

Hoproco Logo 

The products are typically marked with the Hoproco logo and trademark. The oval (football-shaped) 

Hoproco logo has the Hoproco name merged into the oval, with "Trade Mark" above and below. Along 

with the logo typically are some variants of  the text "Made in Hopewell, N. J., U.S.A." and "Patent 

Applied For." 

 

Buddy Sand Sled - Side  [Larry & Cindi Kianka]

 

E-Z-Go-Round - Box 
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Hoproco Advertising 

The Hoproco products are difficult to search for because they were not branded with the "Hoproco" 

company name (as was typical of toys of the time), although some of the more distinctive product 

names can be found in a limited set of newspaper advertisements. However, toy collectors still have 

some of these products, plus the original boxes and promotional product sheets. 

 

A handful of newspapers ads around the country can be found from 1925 through 1928 that mention 

several of the products by name, including papers from Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, North 

Carolina, and even Hawaii: 

• The Buddy Sand Sled appeared in 1925 department store summer seashore ads ("for the shore" / 

"which floats") at 25¢. [e.g. Brooklyn NY Daily Eagle 6/22/1925] 

• The single Hopewell Flyer appeared in department store Christmas ads in 1926 through 1928 ("fly in 

a 6-foot circle on a thread 8 feet long") at 35¢, or down from 25¢ to 19¢.  [e.g., Murphysboro IL Daily 

Independent, 12/17/1928] 

• The Twin Hopewell Flyer (with tower) also appeared in ads in 1926 and 1927, from 48¢ to 59¢ to 

89¢. 

• The E-Z-Go-Round carousel appeared in ads in 1928 from 69¢ to $1.00. 

 

[Evening Herald, Pottsville, PA, 12/2/1927] 

 

[Grand Rapids MI Press 1/31/1928] 

 
[Gastonia Daily Gazette, NC, 12/16/1927] 

 
 

[Murphysboro Daily Independ., IL, 12/17/1928] 

 

 

 

Competing flyer product [Oregonian 12/19/1926] 
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"Indoor Golf" - Board Game 

 "Teaches the rudiments of OutDoor Golf play" 

 "One composite hole is made to suit all requirements" 

 

The Indoor Golf game board has a heavy wooden frame with a printed golf course scene showing one 

composite hole, which is played eighteen times from different distances for each "hole" on the course. 

The player selects one of the five spinners on the board that represent different clubs, and then spins to 

discover the result of that stroke - the distance hit, plus penalties and hazards including a slice, hook, 

rough, or water. 

 

The box has a tartan design on the top with the product label, and also includes scoring pads and four 

"golf ball" playing pieces. The board is 10 by 20 inches. 

 

As a prize for tournaments, the instructions also offer "a miniature, gold-lined, silver-plated loving cup 3 

inches high," available by mail for $2.50, postage prepaid. 

 

Indoor Golf board  [all Larry & Cindi Kianka] 

 
Center of box top 

 

Score card and "golf ball" playing pieces  

 
q 
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"Buddy Sand Sled" - 12" Sled / Boat 

 "Carries Water and Sand - and Floats" 

 

The Buddy Sand Sled is a rectangular tin sled / flat boat with an upcurved front, and "no sharp corners." 

It is designed as a beach toy for small tots, to drag on water or sand, or to float as a boat. It is "brightly 

decorated in attractive colors and packed individually with an 8-inch shovel and a Tow-line" (to attach to 

the hole in front). 

The Sled is 12 by 4 inches, and 1 1/2 inches deep. 

It retailed at 25¢, and was listed in ads at the same price [June 1925]. 

 

There are four known versions of the Sled: Two variants each of a plain design with a single color, and 

two variants of a lithographed design with scenes of children playing on the beach.  

 

The plain color designs are in green with dark red letters or mustard yellow with red letters.  

 

Plain Sled - Green  [David McCandless] 

 

Plain Sled - Yellow

 
 

The lithographed designs are in yellow with dark below line drawings, or in full color. Both sides show 

the same scene of children building a sand castle and playing with balls and pails (and the Sled toy). 

 

Lithographed Sled with Line Drawing 

 
Lithographed Sled in Full Color  [others Larry & Cindi Kianka] 
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The plain color designs have the "Buddy Sand Sled" lettering on the sides, and the Hoproco logo and 

trademark on the back.  

 

The lithographed designs have the beach scene drawings on the sides (same on both sides), and the 

back has a drawing of a child writing "Buddy Sand Sled" in the sand. The side also has a small Hoproco 

logo and trademark near the bow on the starboard side. 

 

Sled backs - with branding 

 

Product sheet  [all Larry & Cindi Kianka] 
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"Hopewell Flyer" - 9" Dirigible 

 "Flys in a 6 Foot Circle" 

 

The Hopewell Flyer (No. 22) is a 9 inch tin toy dirigible / airship. It has a wind-up spring motor in the 

gondola underneath to turn the 4 1/2 inch rear propeller (which makes "nearly 500 turns with one 

winding").  

It is hung from the ceiling on a 8 foot thread (attached to the hole on top) and then flies in a 6 foot 

circle. 

The dirigible is light green with red trim (for the lettering, rear fins, gondola, and red starburst on the 

front). There is a blue star in a red circle near the rear, and the starboard side has a small Hoproco label 

/ trademark on the top fin and "Made in U.S.A." on the bottom fin. 

It retailed at 25¢, and was listed in ads for 35¢ [Christmas 1926] and for 25¢ / special 19¢ [Christmas 

1928]. 

 

Hopewell Flyer  [all Larry & Cindi Kianka] 

 
 

Gondola with motor 

 
 

Labelling on end  

 

Box front 

 

Product sheet 
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"Hopewell Twin Flyer" - Spinning Dirigibles 

 "Two Air-Ships Circle Mooning Mast" 

 

The Hopewell Twin Flyer (No. 24) is a whirling mechanical toy that spins a pair of dirigibles around a 

tower. 

 

The same Hopewell Flyer dirigibles are suspended at opposite ends of a crossbar mounted on a three-

legged pedestal. (Unlike the single Hopewell Flyer, there is no winding mechanism for the propeller, so 

the gondolas are empty.) 

 

Pull the cord on the base to spin; the pull-string is self-retracting (no key to lose or winding required). 

 

It is approximately 12 inches wide by 11 inches high, with two 9 inch dirigibles. 

The center central cylinder is yellow, and the arms and tripod legs are red. 

 

The Hopewell Twin Flyer retailed at $1.00, and was listed in ads at the same price [Christmas 1926], and 

for 89¢ [Christmas 1927]. 

 

Twin Flyer [Larry & Cindi Kianka] 

 

Product sheet  [David McCandless] 
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Hopewell "E-Z-Go-Round" - Carousel 

The Hopewell "E-Z-Go-Round" (No. 33) is a merry-go-round / carousel, with "six brightly colored horses 

and riders in carnival colors," topped with a metal "Hopewell" pennant with gold lettering. There is a 

small Hoproco label / trademark on the bottom base. 

 

Like the Twin Flyers, pull the cord on the base to spin; the pull-string is self-retracting (no key to lose or 

winding required). 

 

The carousel is made from "light gauge sheet iron gayly lithographed," with the outline of the figures cut 

from the base floor and bent up. 

It is 8 inches in diameter, and 7 inches high (10 inches to the top of the pennant). 

 

The E-Z-Go-Round retailed for $1.00, and was listed in ads at the same price [Christmas 1928], and for 

69¢ [January 1928]. 

 

E-Z-Go-Round   [David McCandless] 

 

Product sheet 

[Larry & Cindi Kianka] 
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References 

Information extracted and summarized from sources including books, reports, maps, deeds, 

newspapers, and photos.  

 

Many of the original materials (i.e., documents, maps, aerials, and photos) come from the many 

contributors to the Hopewell Valley History Project and are shared on the site  - see the 

Acknowledgements page (HopewellHistoryProject.org).  

 

Comments, additions, and corrections are welcome. 

 

See the companion Hopewell History Brief for more information and additional references on the 

Hoproco company and the factory property - 18 Burton Avenue - Stair / Toy Factory (1897) 

 

Thanks to the contributors who kindly provided information and materials, including: 

• Families: Jim Pierson 

• Neighbors: Ken & Connie McIndoe, Lois Grieves 

• Collectors: Larry & Cindi Kianka, David McCandless, Craig Thompson 
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 The Historic Village of Mount Rose (1820s) 
 

Rev. 2/6/2021 x - D. Dixon, S. Fields 

 

An introduction to the historic village of Mount Rose - Its history, and its historic sites.  

See the references for more information. 

 

 
Mount Rose - 1875 Everts & Stewart 

The Historic Village of Mount Rose 

Originally known as Stout's Corner, Mount Rose emerged as a village in the 1820s. By 1880 it 

boasted a school, post office, sawmill and several shops. It was perhaps best known as a center 

of applejack whiskey production. Two distilleries operated here into the early part of the 20th 

century. The office building of the former Mount Rose Distillery still remains and was named to 

the National Register of Historic Places in 1997. 

 - Historic marker, Hopewell Township Historic Sites Committee, 1999 

 

Mount Rose Distillery (1840 - 1920) 

(Whiskey House / Cider Mill) 

 

Mount Rose General Store (c1831 - c1859) 

John Savage and Josiah Cook 
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The Village of Mount Rose 

It looks like just another simple crossroads, a few houses hugging a dangerous intersection, its 

single stoplight one more potential delay in the commute to work. Yet Mount Rose, in the 

eastern end of Hopewell Township, was a destination, not a byway, of the surrounding 

countryside in the 19th century when it was a thriving center of rural commerce and 

agricultural industry.  

 

Richard Stout opened the village’s first store 

here around 1822, near the intersection of 

Pennington-Rocky Hill Road and Hopewell-

Princeton Road, and by 1830 Josiah Cook and 

Reuben Savidge had opened the community’s 

second general store. By mid-century, a number 

of other merchants had hung out their shingles. 

By 1880, two shoe-makers had opened shops, as 

did a dressmaker, a couple of wheelwrights and 

a blacksmith. A harness shop operated here, as 

well as an agricultural implements warehouse 

and a small steam sawmill. About 20 dwellings 

completed the village.  

 

Fruit growers from a wide area knew well the roads to Mount Rose, where Nathaniel Drake had 

opened an applejack distillery on the western end of the village shortly after mid-century. 

Hundreds of barrels of peach brandy, apple cider and apple whiskey were churned out of 

Drake’s distillery every season. Today, the only remaining structure from that once-busy 

complex, known as the Whiskey House, is listed on the National, New Jersey, and Hopewell 

Township registers of Historic Places.  

 

Mount Rose’s first schoolhouse, established here about 1820, was a stone building located just 

east of the general store operated by Cook and Savidge. It was eventually replaced sometime 

during the Civil War by a new frame building on the village’s southern end. Serving Hopewell’s 

School District No. 7, it closed its doors in 1935, and was converted into a residence that still 

survives.  

 

The expansion of Mount Rose peaked in 1880, blunted by the development of the village of 

Hopewell to its north, which was on the routes of the railroads that arrived in the 1870s. 

 

- Adapted from Hopewell Township Report, Fall 2003 

 https://www.hopewelltwp.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/277 

 Edits by Shelia Fields 

 

Mount Rose & Hopewell 

1875 Everts & Stewart 
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Mount Rose Historic Sites 

Several sites in Mount Rose have been entered on the National Register of Historic Places and 

recognized by the NJ  State Historic Preservation Office (NJSPO). 

 

The Mount Rose Historic District, County Route 569 and Pennington-Rocky Hill Road, also has 

been identified by a N. J. State Historic Preservation Office (NJSPO) Opinion, 6/23/1982 

(ID#1694) 

 

Mount Rose Distillery 

 Pennington-Rocky Hill Road west of Hopewell-Princeton Road, 

  adjacent to the Lawrence-Hopewell Trail 

 - National Register: 12/12/1996 (NR Reference #: 96001471) 

 - State Register: 9/8/1995 (ID#3258) 

 

The Mount Rose Distillery (Whiskey House / Cider Mill) is the only 

surviving building of the cider and applejack distillery operating at 

this site from before 1840 until 1920, when Prohibition closed the 

operation down. The distillery site originally was part of a 166-acre 

farm. 

 

This brick building and its associated archaeological site were entered into the National Register 

of Historic Places in 1996, and Hopewell Township acquired the property in 1998. The age and 

identity of the building are uncertain. It most likely dates from the late 19th or early 20th 

century, and had been used for storage and office space. 

 

- From HVHS Historic Site Signage, 2018 

 

Mount Rose General Store 

 230 County Route 569 (Hopewell-Princeton Road) 

 - State Register: 1/11/2007 (ID#4706) 

 

Located at the northeast corner of the Mount Rose 

intersection, the general store was built ca. 1831 under 

the ownership of John Savage and Josiah Cook. It was 

the second general store in Mount Rose, and eventually 

also housed the first post office. It became a private 

residence ca. 1859. 

 

- From National Register Nomination Form, 2005 

- From The Second Mount Rose General Store, Max Hayden, HVHS Newsletter, Winter 2004 

 

[473]



  

 

[474]



Hopewell Borough History Briefs ≡ 2022 Edition  ≡ 

  

Hopewell Valley History Project  HopewellHistoryProject.org 

Appendix 

 

Hopewell Borough History Timeline 

 

Hopewell Art Collections - Train Stations 

Hopewell Photography Collections  

 

Hopewell Borough Annotated Maps (c1850 - c1900) 
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== Hopewell Borough History Timeline ==

Hopewell Borough History Timeline

Rev. 5/9/2020

324 Entries - Full version with all events

89 Entries - Summary version with major events

Contributors: Doug Dixon, Hope Connolly

Timeline of key events in the history of Hopewell Borough

With related events in the region and the U.S.

This is a work in progress, with entries compiled from multiple sources

As a result, it may have multiple entries for the same event from different sources,

and may contain conflicting information or dates between entries

Additions and corrections welcome

Columns

Date Date of event, as known - at least a year, possibly with month/day

    yyyy-mm-dd or range (1921-1924), with c for circa, s for 1910's

Locale Town/area - USA, NJ, Mercer [Cty], HoVal, HwTwp

    HwBoro, Penn[ington], Titus[ville], MtRose

Sum Tag for entries listed in the Summary version

Event Event description, with consistent use of names

Source Source reference abbreviation (see below)

Page Page number, chapter, document version, web link

Key Keyword / general grouping

    School, Church, Library, Railroad, FireDept
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Sources / Updates

Abbrev Source Links

Ege-Pioneers "Pioneers of Hopewell", Ralph Ege (pages)

HPL Hopewell Public Library https://www.redlibrary.org

THM The Hopewell Museum https://thehopewellmuseum.org

HwTheater Hopewell Theater https://hopewelltheater.com

HwBoro Hopewell Borough https://www.hopewellboro-nj.us

HVRSD Hopewell Regional School District https://www.hvrsd.org

FoHVOS Friends of Hopewell Valley Open Space https://www.fohvos.info

SourlandCon Sourland Conservancy https://www.sourland.org

MercerMe MercerMe https://mercerme.com

NYT New York Times https://www.nytimes.com

Wikipedia Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org

Rev 140207 - 180 entries - Normalize dates

CalvBaptist Calvary Baptist - 95th booklet (1966)

HwPres Hopewell Presbyterian Church - Timeline (Ian Burrow)

StAlphonsus St. Alphonsus Church - Centennial booklet (1977)

Rev 140208 - 280 entries - Add Locale & Key

HVHS Hopewell Valley Historical Society (Newsletterhttps://www.hopewellvalleyhistory.org

HwHerald Hopewell Herald Newspaper

Mercer Deeds Mercer County Deeds

NatlReg National Register Nomination

Gantz "Hopewell's Past", Betty Gantz (1987)

Hw1876 Historical Sketch of the Village of Hopewell (1876) [Gantz Ch 38]

NJBounds Snyder, The Story of New Jersey's Civil Boundaries: 1606-1968 (1969)

Rev 200501 - 301 / 92 entries - Add Hopewell Public Library History - Add Summary

Weart 1946 Hopewell Honors the Weart Sisters program - HPL/HwMus (1946)

SS1984 Hopewell Site Survey / Cultural Resource Survey (1984)

Fowler1887 Hopewell N. J. Map, Fowler (1887)

HPL Trustee HPL Trustee Minutes

NJ PRO New Jersey Public Record Office

MCD Mercer County Deeds, recorded by book and page

TrTimes Trenton Evening / Sunday Times

Rev 200502 - 301 / 92 entries - Add Fire Dept History, U.S. History

HwFire Hopewell Fire Department 75th Anniversary Booklet, 1911-1986 (1986)

CommNews Community News (U.S. 1, Hopewell Express) https://communitynews.org

TBD / Other

HAHG Hopewell: A Historical Geography, Richard Hunter & Richard Porter (1990)

Hw1909 1909 Hopewell NJ, Fry & Whitehead (1909)

LibWeek 1921 Library Week pamphlet, "Help Hopewell Honor Her Heroes" - HPL (1921)

 --
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Date Locale Sum Event Source Page Key

1660-1670 HoVal Leni Lenape (Delaware) Indians almost completely annihilated by Iroquois Ege-Pioneers p.  195

1664 NJ Carteret sale to the West New Jersey Society Gantz Ch 19

1664-06-23 NJ First Deed ("Lease") from Duke of York to Berkeley and Carteret, establishing New Jersey NJBounds

1664-06-24 NJ Second Deed ("Release") conveying New Jersey from Duke of York to Berkeley and Carteret NJBounds

1674-02-09 NJ
Tripartite Deed in which Byllynge and Fenwick grant half of New Jersey to Penn, Lucas and Lawrie, but retain one 

Tenth for Fenwick
NJBounds

1676 HwBoro Hopewell land inhabited by the Leni Lenape Indians, a branch of the Great Delawares. By 1730 most of had left area
Hw1876

1676-07-01 NJ Quintipartite Deed dividing New Jersey into East and West NJBounds

1680-08-06 NJ Confirmatory Grant conveying West New Jersey from Duke of York to Byllynge and other Proprietors NJBounds

1681-02-02 NJ Deed from Carteret's heirs granting East New Jersey to the first Twelve Proprietors (1682?) NJBounds

1685 HoVal 30,000 acre tract sale to Dr. Daniel Coxe Gantz Ch 19

1688 HoVal Bowdie purchase from Indians Gantz Ch 19

1688 HoVal
Name "Hopewell" adopted by Andrew Smith because many early English emigrants were safely carried across the 

Atlantic in the ship Hopewell (or the locality in England where many residents were from)
Ege-Pioneers p.  116

1688 HwBoro
Old First Church organized, Middletown, Monmouth County, Baptist Church; Jonathan Stout, 1660 - 1772, was 

member; Was one of the first, if not the very first, white settler in this part of the Hopewell Valley
CalvBaptist 95th-1966 Church

1688-05-20 HoVal In deed of Cornelius Empson of Brandywine Creek, to Andrew Smith, the tract is called "Hopewell" Ege-Pioneers p.  114

1694 HwBoro
Thomas Burroughs settled on lands in northern portion of Hopewell Township. Purchased by father, Edward 

Burroughs, of Long Island Hw1876

1697 HwBoro First white settlers near Hopewell - Dr. Roger Parkes bought land near Stony Brook Hw1876

1698 HoVal Robert Lanning emigrates to NJ from Wales Ege-Pioneers p.  66

1698-06-12 HoVal x
Dr Roger Parke, first settler of Hopewell, receives his deed (was the only doctor for several years, learning and 

applying Indian remedies as well)
Ege-Pioneers p.  186

1699-02-20 HoVal Inhabitants north of the falls of the Delaware apply for a new township called "Hopewell" Ege-Pioneers p.  114

1699-11-10 HoVal
Thomas Tindell buys 300 acre tract of land from West Jersey Society of England through Thomas Revell, an agent 

selling the land
Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org

1700-1710 HoVal Great migration of families from Long Island to Hopewell (including John Titus and Robert Blackwell) Ege-Pioneers p.  134

1700s HoVal Farm near Harbourton  - "Hopewell Poor Farm" - Col John Van Cleeve raised large family there (pre-Rev) Ege-Pioneers p.  173

1700s Titus Joseph Titus established two sawmills and a fishery in Titusville HVHS History

1703 HoVal Jonathan Stout is the first permanent white settler in Hopewell township (north of Stoutsburg) Ege-Pioneers p.  66

1706 HwBoro x Jonathan Stout settled east of Hopewell - bought land in 1703 and 1705 Hw1876

1710 Penn Pennington Presbyterian Church founded (called Presbyterian Church of Hopewell until 1877) Ege-Pioneers p.  17 Church

1714-03-11 Mercer x Hunterdon County established, split off from Burlington County, included Hopewell NJBounds

1715-04-23 HwBoro First Baptist Church of Hopewell organized Ege-Pioneers p.  157 Church

1715-04-23 HwBoro x Meeting to form a Hopewell Baptist Church at the house of Joseph Stout in Hopewell CalvBaptist 95th-1967 Church

1717 HwBoro Old School Baptist Church founded, at Stout home Gantz Ch 19 Church

1719 HwBoro Hopewell courts removed to Trenton, previously held at Maidenhead (Lawrenceville) Hw1876

1719-06-03 HoVal Trenton Township (later city) formed out of Hunterdon County HVHS History

1720 MarshCnr Stone Schoolhouse erected in Marshall's Corner Ege-Pioneers p.  112 School

1722 HoVal Mills at Stony Brook are constructed (Philip Ringo's mill) Ege-Pioneers p.  106
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1723 HoVal Petition for road from Marshall's Corner to Stoutsburg (including Broad S. in Hopewell) [Ralph Ege] Gantz Ch 19

1725 Penn Pennington Borough known as Pennytown, and soon after Queenstown, sometime in 1750’s became Pennington HVHS History

1726-04-23 HoVal First farm in Hopewell Valley - Thomas Hougton buys 300 acres "lying in Hopewell" from Robert Tindall Ege-Pioneers p.  13

1730s HoVal x First school built - "Golden School" - log schoolhouse in woods - only school from Province Line to Harbourton Ege-Pioneers p.  46 School

1734-12-30 HoVal Joseph Golden buys land from Thomas Hougton Ege-Pioneers p.  43

1735-1760 The "Golden Age" of abundant harvests, due to rich virgin soil and good seasons Ege-Pioneers p.  178

1737-1750 HoVal Many early settlers left due to Coxe land dispute Gantz Ch 19

1745-12 HoVal
Petition submitted to build a road between Trenton and Nathan Ward's mill in Hopewell "Roger's Road" - also 

formerly the "Wissameson and Wissomency Indian path"
Ege-Pioneers p.  111

1746 HoVal Borough of Trenton chartered, included Hopewell Township Ege-Pioneers p.  66

1747 HwBoro x
Old School Baptist Church ("Meeting House") built (46 W Broad), land from John Hart. "Square, old fashioned stone 

building of some size" [Ege]
Gantz Ch 19 Church

1748 HwBoro Hopewell Baptist meeting house erected Ege-Pioneers p.  28 Church

1749 HwBoro
Baptist Church buys parsonage for Rev. Isaac Eaton - house & 10 acres from Joseph Disbrow (19 W. Broad) - became 

Hopewell Academy
Gantz Ch 19 Church

1756 HwBoro Hopewell Academy opened by Rev Isaac Eaton, father-in-law David Stout, Thru 1767. Grads to Brown Univ Ege-Pioneers p.  47 School

1756-1767 HwBoro x Hopewell Academy, Baptist classical school for boys, Rev. Isaac Eaton (19 W Broad) Hw1876 School

1761 HwBoro John Hart elected to Colonial Legislature Ege-Pioneers p.  122

1766 HwBoro
Col. Joab Houghton speech at Baptist Church on the news of Lexington - "Men of Hopewell who will follow me to 

Boston?"
Gantz Ch 35 Church

1769 HwBoro Baptist Church in Hopewell charter granted;  Rev. Isaac Eaton and eight members were incorporators CalvBaptist 95th-1968 Church

1776 HwBoro Hopewell population about 30 Hw1876

1776 Penn Pennington became a focus of revolutionary war activity by British and mercenary Hessian troops HVHS History

1776-12 Only capture of detachment of British soldiers in vicinity of Hopewell at Miller James Hunt's house Ege-Pioneers p.  90

1776-12-25 Titus George Washington's crossing of the Delaware at Johnson Ferry House in Titusville HVHS History

1778-06-23 HwBoro Washington's army encamped on Francis Blackwell Jr.'s farm north of Hopewell (Hunt's House),  June 23-25, 1778 Ege-Pioneers p.  154

1778-06-23 HoVal Washington's army encamped on Golden and Hart farms on way to victory at Monmouth on June 28 Ege-Pioneers p.  43

1778-06-24 HwBoro
Council of war held in Hunt's House, with Generals Washington, Lee, Greene, Sterling, Lafayette, Steuben, Knox, etc. 

attending
Ege-Pioneers p.  156

1778-06-26 HwBoro George Washington’s troops camped north of Hopewell on way to the Battle of Monmouth Hw1876

1779-05-11 HwBoro John Hart died, left land to 3 sons. That year Thomas Phillips bought the homestead Gantz Ch 19

1780 HwBoro Rev. Oliver Hart became pastor of Hopewell church Ege-Pioneers p.  48 Church

1785 HwBoro x
Thomas Phillips buys property containing Phillips House (86-88 W Broad) and future site of Hopewell Presbyterian 

Church. Formerly owned by John Hart
HwPres Timeline Church

1790 HoVal School splits - new one built on eastern side for "Columbia" district, western half built one (used 1835-1850) Ege-Pioneers p.  48 School

1790-1810 HwBoro Migration of old families of Hopewell to Kentucky Ege-Pioneers p.  23

1797 HwBoro Hopewell Baptist Church membership was 134 members, including 25 Stouts CalvBaptist 95th-1969 Church
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1798-02-21 HwTwp x
Hopewell Township re-incorporated by act of N. J. Jersey Legislature, one of initial group of 104 townships. 

Incorporated by Royal charter on 3/1/1755.
HVHS History

1800's early HwBoro The Great Awakening: Controversy in Protestant Churches - outreach - Sunday school, foreign missions CalvBaptist 95th-1971 Church

1806-05-10 HwBoro "Hopewell Columbian Library Company" founded in Columbia, Hopewell Township, Hunterdon County NJ PRO Library

1816 HwBoro x Old stone school house was in Hopewell Baptist Church graveyard (46 W Broad) Gantz Ch 24 School

1820 HwBoro Franklin and Georgetown Turnpike (Louellen Street and 518) is built (makes the "triangle") HwPres Timeline

1820-1822 HwBoro Franklin and Georgetown turnpike constructed Ege-Pioneers p.  47

1820-1822 HwBoro x
Franklin and Georgetown Turnpike laid through Hopewell (518 / Broad / Louellen) by Franklin and Georgetown 

Turnpike Company. Extended from Lambertville to New Brunswick
Gantz Ch 24

1822-1826 HwBoro x First Baptist Church rebuilt - present brick building (back still stone) (46 W Broad) Gantz Ch 24 Church

1825 HwBoro Hopewell Post office established - town switches name from Columbia to Hopewell Ege-Pioneers p.  47

1825 HwBoro x
Hopewell Post Office established, George Blackwell, postmaster. Previously known as Columbia. Mail now came by 

stage, previously needed to pick up in Trenton. (46-48 W Broad)
Gantz Ch 24

1825 HwBoro Road south from Hopewell to Princeton thru Mount Rose (Princeton Ave.) previously was Factory Lane (Maple St.) Gantz Ch 24

1828-10-25 HwBoro Central N.J. Baptist Association Formed: 7 churches, 677 members: Hightstown most 211, then Hopewell First 190 CalvBaptist 95th-1970 Church

1830s HwBoro Baptist Meeting House held "Great Meeting Days" on third Sunday of July, an intense religious meeting THM https://thehChurch

1831 Titus
Bridge built linking Titusville with Washington Crossing in Pennsylvania, replaced a river ferry. Floods destroyed that 

bridge and its subsequent replacement
HVHS History

1832 Titus Construction of Delaware and Raritan Feeder Canal through Titusville HVHS History

1834 HwBoro Columbia (Hopewell Boro) contains: Baptist meeting, 2 taverns, 1 store, 10-12 dwellings [Gordon's Gazatteer of N.J.] Gantz Ch 24

1835 HwBoro Hopewell First Baptist withdraws from Central N.J. Baptist Association, Pastor Rev. Boggs (no Sunday school, etc.) CalvBaptist 95th-1972 Church

1836 HwBoro
Delaware River Baptist Association organized, 5 churches - Hopewell First, Hopewell Second (Harbourtown), 

Kingwood, Canton, Southhampton Penna.
CalvBaptist 95th-1973 Church

1837-11-23 HwBoro Ralph Ege born - author of "Pioneers of Hopewell" Ege-Pioneers p.  3

1838-02-22 Mercer Mercer County formed from portions of Burlington, Hunterdon, and Middlesex NJBounds

1839 Penn Pennington Female Seminary established HVHS History School

1839 Penn Pennington Male Methodist Seminary (now Pennington School) built in 1839 HVHS History School

1839-02 HwTwp Remaining portion of Hopewell Township annexed to Mercer County NJBounds

1840 HoVal Benjamin Stout Hill plants first peach orchard in Hopewell, starting thriving industry supplying peaches to NYC Ege-Pioneers p.  162

1842 HwBoro Hopewell Boro contains OSB Church + 12 houses Gantz Ch 24

1842 HwBoro Hopewell contained Baptist Church and about 12 dwellings (Barbour) Hw1876

1844-03-13 HwTwp Hopewell Township returned to Hunterdon County from Mercer - Repealed 2/1845 NJBounds

1848 U.S.
James Wilson Marshall, grandson of John Marshall (1762-1808), discovers first gold in Sacramento in American 

River, starting the Gold Rush
Ege-Pioneers p.  83

1850 c MtRose Mt Rose Distillery operates, making peach brandy, apple cider, and apple whiskey (Mid 19th C) MercerMe https://mercerme.com/

1852 Titus Construction of Belvidere Delaware Railroad through Titusville (removed early 1980s) HVHS History

1855c HwBoro x
Hopewell Academy, first public school building built (75 W Broad at Louellen). Land bought 9/9/1856 from Patrick 

Riley (owned 19 W Broad) by the Columbia School District No. 6
Gantz Ch 24 School
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1856-1857 HwBoro x Brick store built, west of 46 E Broad, occupied by Nelson D. Blackwell; . Farley F. Holcombe and Ed Titus Gantz Ch 24

1857-05-01 HwBoro
Hopewell Sabbath School established in public school building (75 W Broad) by Rev. Dr. Hales of Pennington 

Presbyterian Church
HwPres Timeline Church

1860 HwBoro
Hopewell had 14-15 houses, First Baptist Church, tavern, blacksmith shop, wheelwright shop, general store, post 

office, and schoolhouse on the hill [Dr. Blake, 1915]
Gantz Ch 24

1865 HwBoro Dedication of John Hart Memorial east of the First Baptist Church. First state sponsored memorial of this nature Gantz Ch 25 Church

1865 HwBoro First Hopewell public school built  (75 W Broad at Louellen) Hw1876 School

1865 HwBoro J.V.C. Blackwell started store at 47 W Broad Gantz Ch 25

1865 HwBoro Monument to John Hart erected THM https://thehChurch

1865-07-04 HwBoro Dedication of monument to John Hart, Hopewell First Baptist Hw1876 Church

1866-1890 HwBoro x
Hopewell Seminary, private Seminary for Young Ladies (23 E Broad) - Miss Elizabeth H. Boggs bought land from 

Patrick Riley. Built 4 story brick building. Ran with help of sister M.J. Boggs. Soon built 3 story addition on left.
Gantz Ch 25 School

1867 HwBoro Two-story addition made to Hopewell Museum through donations from Dr. David Hill HwBoro https://www.hopewellb

1870-11-11 HwBoro x
Mercer & Somerset Railroad bought land from North Greenwood east from Stephen Blackwell and wife Francis for 

$1252, about 2000 feet 
Gantz Railroad

1870c HwBoro x
S. Smith Ege's blacksmith and wheelwright shop established in Hopewell at Broad and Louellen (after 1869 and 

before 1875). 
HwPres Timeline

1870s HwBoro x
Hopewell Boro railroad passengers building on the southeast was at 41-43 Model Av, between the two train lines. 

Depot was the eastern half of the existing building(?)
Gantz Railroad

1871 HwBoro Rev. E. C. Romine, young Baptist preacher, arrived in Hopewell to see need to organized another Baptist church CalvBaptist 95th-1974 Church

1871-10-24 HwBoro
Calvary Baptist Church organized - 24 members by 5/1/72; Morning services held on second floor of a wheelwright 

shop. Evening services conducted in public school hall (75 West Broad)
CalvBaptist 95th-1975 Church

1872 HwBoro x
Calvary Baptist Church built (3 East Broad). Lot purchased from Jerome Morrell. (Deed says Morrell reserves right to 

harvest his crop of potatoes.) Cornerstone laid 6/12/1872. Building dedicated 12/19/1872. Cost including lot $5925.
CalvBaptist 95th-1978 Church

1872 HwBoro Calvary Baptist Church first year received 55 members, 27 by baptism CalvBaptist 95th-1977 Church

1872-04 HwBoro Calvary Baptist Church starts Sunday school CalvBaptist 95th-1976 Church

1873 HwBoro Railroad arrives in Hopewell HwPres Timeline

1873-01-16 Mercer & Somerset Railroad - First railroad  arrives- crosses Stony Brook Ege-Pioneers p.  117

1873-03 HwBoro x Mercer & Somerset (M&S) railroad opened - stations in Pennington and Hopewell Railroad

1873-11-10 HwBoro Meeting at Ralph Ege's home (Stony Brook Road) to discuss organization of a Presbyterian Church in Hopewell HwPres Timeline Church

1874 HwBoro Anothony Fetter erects saw mill and grist mill along new railroad tracks THM https://thehopewellmus

1874 HwBoro Calvary Baptist Church built THM https://thehChurch

1874 HwBoro Ross Slack founds the Hopewell Herald newspaper THM https://thehopewellmus

1874 HwBoro x

Catholic parish of Hopewell began as Reverend Thomas A. Moran of St. Paul's, Princeton, came twice a year (spring 

and fall) to say Mass at the home of Daniel and Hannah Reardon on their farm along Province Line Road. For many 

years before, the scattered Catholics of the area attended church at Lambertville or Princeton. Meeting with Bishop 

Michael A. Corrigan of Newark to intercede for their own church.

StAlphonsus 100th-1977 Church
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1874 fall HwBoro x Hopewell Herald printing office established. Printed on 2nd floor of F.F. Holcombes' store (47 W Broad) [Gantz]
Hw1876

1874 summer HwBoro x Finney and Fetter located a steam saw mill in Hopewell (93-95 Model) Hw1876

1874-10 HwBoro
Deeds for purchase of Hopewell Boro are property by Delaware and Bound Brook (D&BB) railroad (12/1874, 

1/1876)
Mercer Deeds

1875 HwBoro Delaware and Bound Brook railroad lays competing tracks of rail THM https://thehopewellmus

1875 HwBoro Pennington Presbyterian church fire; May have further encouraged idea for a church in Hopewell HwPres Timeline Church

1875 HwBoro Telegraph in Hopewell Boro Gantz Ch 32

1875-06 HwBoro x Western Union Telegraph Co. established an office in Hopewell Hw1876

1876 HwBoro Calvary Baptist Church parsonage built - 1 East Broad. Cost no more than $1300. CalvBaptist 95th-1979 Church

1876 HwBoro x
Current Hopewell train station built by Delware and Bound Brook Railroad to serve passengers to Philadelphia 

Centennial Exposition
THM https://thehopewellmus

1876 HwBoro x First telephone in Hopewell at Finney and Fetter saw mill. Second in train station Gantz Ch 32

1876 HwBoro Hopewell population about 400, 83 families, 51 houses, many double Hw1876

1876 HwBoro J. O. McPherson operated store at 47 W Broad, also housed Hopewell Herald and barber shop Gantz Ch 25

1876 HwBoro
Father Anthony Smith of the Cathedral took charge of the Hopewell Mission, and purchased the lot where the St. 

Alphonsus Church now stands (54 E Prospect)
StAlphonsus 100th-1977 Church

1876-01-05 HwBoro x “Frog War” between Delaware and Bound Brook (D&BB) and Mercer & Somerset (M&S) railroads Railroad

1876-05 HwBoro Delaware and Bound Brook (D&BB) railroad opened competing line paralleling M&S Railroad

1876-09-27 HwBoro
Delaware and Bound Brook (D&BB) contracted with John McPherson and David A. Clarkson (residents of Pennington 

1875 map) to construct passenger depots in both Hopewell (brick) and Pennington (stone)
HwHerald Railroad

1876-10-09 HwBoro First meeting to plan on building a Presbyterian Chapel in Hopewell HwPres Timeline Church

1876-12-22 HwBoro
"Saint Alphonsus Catholic Church" incorporated in N.J. Signed by Right Reverend Michael A. Corrigan, Bishop of the 

Diocese of Newark and Reverend Anthony Smith, Pastor of the Roman Catholic Church in Hopewell
StAlphonsus 100th-1977 Church

1876-12-28 HwBoro
Saint Alphonsus Catholic Church purchased land containing approx. 2.24 acres (54 E Prospect) from Samuel W. 

Taylor and Catharine Taylor, his wife, for $632
StAlphonsus 100th-1977 Church

1876c HwBoro
Father Moran began to take up subscriptions for a Catholic church in Hopewell, services held for several months in 

the home of Michael and Ellen Norton on Columbia Avenue
StAlphonsus 100th-1977 Church

1877 HwBoro Hopewell Fire Company formed THM https://thehopewellmus

1877 HwBoro Hopewell Presbyterian Church founded? Ege-Pioneers p. 6 Church

1877 HwBoro St Alphonsus church built THM https://thehChurch

1877 HwBoro Stout House built as Randolph Stout residence (current Museum, 28 E Broad) SS 1984

1877 HwBoro Current Hopewell Museum building built as home for retired farmer Randolph Stout Gantz Ch 32

1877-01-10 HwBoro x
Delaware and Bound Brook (D&BB) railroad station in operation in Hopewell Boro (2 Railroad). Ground broken 

10/4/1876
HwHerald Railroad

1877-05-01 HwBoro
Fire destroys residence of Jonathan V. Blackwell (later Charles A. Holcombe property) finest in Hopewell, built in 

1857 by Titus Brothers of Trenton, cost $17,000, no ladders long enough to reach to fire
HwFire

75th-1986 FireDept

1877-05-25 HwBoro x Hopewell Hook and Ladder Company No. 1 founded, first fire company HwFire 75th-1986 FireDept

1877-07-11 HwBoro x
Cornerstone laid and first mass said at St. Alphonsus Church (54 E Prospect). Father Michael Holland had charge of 

Hopewell. Church completed within a few years for $5000.
Church
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1877-08-12 HwBoro x
First service held in new Presbyterian Chapel (79 W Broad). Lot cost $450, 3/4 acre, purchased from John A. Moore. 

Building cost $3017.77; groundbreaking 11/14/1876, cornerstone laid 4/17/1877
HwPres Timeline Church

1877-12-20 HwBoro
New fire truck arrives, housed in building erected by Hook and Ladder company on lot next to the Calvary Baptist 

Parsonage, owned by Charles Drake HwFire
75th-1986 FireDept

1879 HwBoro Train station leased to Philadelphia and Reading Railway Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org

1880 HwBoro x
Columbia Hall is formed (current Hopewell Theater site): community center with theater, hosting lectures, 

performances and films on 2nd floor, 1st floor for Fire Dept and Borough Council
HwTheater https://hopewelltheater

1882 HwBoro Pennington train station completed (stone) NatlReg Railroad

1882-01-25 HwBoro x Hopewell Herald moved into new office on Railroad Ave. Hw1876

1884-01-21 HwBoro
Hopewell Catholic parish received its first resident pastor, Reverend Joseph Keuper. Also assumed charge of 

Princeton and Lawrenceville Missions
StAlphonsus 100th-1977

1885 HwBoro Calvary Baptist Church - membership over 100 CalvBaptist 95th-1981 Church

1887 HwBoro "Mrs. M. A. Carter, Library and Fancy Goods" at Broad & Seminary on Fowler map (15 E Broad, now Hopewell Bistro) Fowler1887

1888-07-07 HwBoro x Completion of four room school (12-18 Model) for $5500. Land purchased from J.M. Phillips for $776. Gantz Ch 33 School

1889-04-25 HwBoro [Roundabout Club] Meeting at Dr. J. A. Miller to organize "Lawn Tennis and Social Club" Weart 1946 Library

1890 HwBoro x "Cook Block" building built (2 E Broad at N Greenwood). Block from Broad to Railroad, Greenwood to  Blackwell Gantz Ch 33

1890 HwBoro Cook Block building constructed (on site of current Dana building) HPL https://www.redlibrary.

1890 HwBoro x Hopewell National Bank opened by JM Phillips with $40K in deposits THM https://thehopewellmus

1890-01-31 Penn x Pennington Borough incorporated HVHS History

1890-03-17 HwBoro x Hopewell National Bank opens (13 East Broad), later Hopewell Public Library HwHerald 7/20/1892

1891-03-21 HwBoro x Hopewell Borough incorporated. Town had 178 male voters. Wm. W. Drake was first mayor Gantz Ch 34

1891-04-14 HwBoro Hopewell Borough incorporated HVHS History

1892 HwBoro Hopewell Presbyterian Manse built on West Broad Street (83 W Broad) HwPres Timeline Church

1892-02 HwBoro x Private water service in use in Hopewell THM https://thehopewellmus

1892-03 HwBoro x Hopewell Canning Company founded THM https://thehopewellmus

1892-06 HwBoro Hopewell Improvement Association formed THM https://thehopewellmus

1893 HwBoro x
Chocolate Factory brick building built (37 Railroad). Has been nightshirt factory, candy factory, organ builders 

factory, part of Rockwell's
Gantz Ch 34

1893 HwBoro Hook and Ladder Fire Company purchases lot on Greenwood (5 S Greenwood) HwFire 75th-1986 FireDept

1893 HwBoro Hopewell Dainties building constructed - shirt factory with 100 sewing machines THM https://thehopewellmus

1893 HwBoro x Hopewell Methodist Church organized. Cornerstone laid 1894. (20 Blackwell, now Burton Hall) Gantz Ch 34 Church

1893 summer HwBoro Hopewell fire - Behre's - Calvary Baptist Church parsonage burnt in large fire. Current parsonage then built for $1625 CalvBaptist 95th-1980 Church

1893-07-31 HwBoro x
Behre's Hall fire - fire in the barn on the property of C. Behre (1 W Broad), rear of his immense new hall. Too close to 

save Hook & Ladder Truck House. Parsonage of the Calvary Baptist Church, directly across Greenwood Ave. also lost
HwFire

75th-1986 FireDept

1894 HwBoro
Death of Right Reverend Bishop O'Farrell, who purchased the VanDyke farm near Hopewell for St. Michael's 

Orphanage; left bequest of $60,000 for the orphans' home
StAlphonsus 100th-1977

1894 HwBoro x Main St became Broad St Gantz Ch 35

1894-01-28 HwBoro Earliest record of baptism at Saint Alphonsus Church (earlier records destroyed in 1956 fire) StAlphonsus 100th-1977
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1894-03-01 HwBoro

Town described by Hopewell Herald editor: 1000 people. Well lighted, stone sidewalks, main street macadamized, 

city water works, 5 mails a day, Phila.-Reading RR has 7-8 daily trains to N.Y., Phila., & Trenton, newspaper 

circulation 1200, Public school 200 pupils, 4 churches, 2 building & loans, 2 hotels, large circulating library, 2 public 

halls, jail, over 12 houses built in 1893

Gantz Ch 34

1895 HwBoro
Calvary Baptist Church renovations - chestnut wood paneling in sanctuary ceiling. Mortgage $600, discharged 

4/24/1906.
CalvBaptist 95th-1982 Church

1895 HwBoro Columbia Hall built (now 5 S Greenwood), 35' x 50', cost $2100. Was fire hall, movie house, school study hall Gantz Ch 35

1895 HwBoro x Union Fire Co. formed. Engine housed in Dr. T.A. Pierson's barn (25 Blackwell) Gantz Ch 34

1895 HwBoro x Webster Edgerly started buying land for Ralston Heights development (Castle Lane) Gantz Ch 35

1895 HwBoro x Hart Ave. became public street Gantz Ch 35

1895-03-25 HwBoro x
Public meeting to organize Union Fire Company. ordered fire engine, approx. $500, housed on property of Dr. 

Pierson (10 E Broad?) HwFire
75th-1986 FireDept

1895-11-01 HwBoro x
Hook and Ladder Fire Company meeting to plan new fire house - Columbia Hall, 35 x 50 feet. 2 stories, estimated 

cost $2,004 (5 S Greenwood). Plus additional land to increase lot to 41 x 60 feet, est. cost of $50.
HwFire

75th-1986 FireDept

1896 HwBoro
Col. Joab Houghton 120th Anniversary Memorial - from First Baptist Church's old "stepping-stone" (46 W Broad, 

next to Hart Memorial)
Gantz Ch 35 Church

1897-06-09 HwBoro Hopewell Herald: "The average wage was $354 a year; of which about $100 went for drink." Gantz Ch 36

1898 HwBoro x Methodist Church built THM https://thehopewellmus

1898 HwBoro Rev Thomas Johnson builds the First Colored Calvary Baptist Church THM https://thehopewellmus

1898 HwBoro x St Michaels Orphanage opens (11 nuns and 200 children) (130 Hopewell-Princeton) THM https://thehopewellmus

1898-05-30 HwBoro

St. Michael's Home for Orphans completed and dedicated by Bishop McFaul, second Bishop of Trenton. Placed in 

charge of the Sisters of St. Francis. Construction began 10/18/1896. Bishop later purchased the Drake farm of 150 

acres to increase the self-supporting capacity of the Home

StAlphonsus 100th-1977

1899 HwBoro Calvary Baptist Church ends decade with 77 members, debt $1600, annual expenses $848 CalvBaptist 95th-1983 Church

1899 HwBoro Cook's Block building is destroyed by fire (2 E Broad) HPL https://www.redlibrary.

1899 HwBoro Current Railroad Ave., north of Blackwell, was called 'Park Row' Gantz Ch 36

1899 HwBoro x Hopewell school (12-18 Model) added two rooms on west end, $2500 Gantz Ch 35 School

1899-07-12 HwBoro x Cook's Block destroyed by fire, large group of stores (2 E Broad) Gantz Ch 36

1900 Peach orchards fail SourlandCon https://www.sourland.o

1903 HwBoro x
Acetylene lights in Hopewell - Calvary Baptist Church sold its kerosene lamps. Acetylene lights being installed, mostly 

as a gift of then Hopewell Gas Company
CalvBaptist 95th-1984 Church

1903 HwBoro x
Trolleys in Hopewell - Calvary Baptist Church gave right of way in front of church to Trenton, Pennington and 

Hopewell Street Railway Co. 
CalvBaptist 95th-1985 Church

1904 Titus Current bridge at Titusville crossing Delaware built HVHS History

1904 HwBoro x Electric lights in Hopewell Gantz Ch 36

1904 HwBoro Trolley services starts in Hopewell HPL https://www.redlibrary.

1904 HwBoro x Trolley went from Hopewell to Pennington to Trenton Gantz Ch 36

1904-04-13 HwBoro x Hopewell Presbyterian purchased "triangle" at Broad and Louellen. Other source suggests 1913 HwPres Timeline Church

1906 HwBoro Hopewell school (12-18 Model) started three year high school course Gantz Ch 35 School

1906-04 HwBoro Hopewell regraded (due to trolleys?) - Calvary Baptist Church regraded, new cement walk CalvBaptist 95th-1986 Church

1906-04-26 HwBoro Strout House purchased by Hugh A. Smith from Carrie W. Stout, executrix (current Museum, 28 E Broad) MCD 288 273
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1907 HwBoro x Borough takes over private water company THM https://thehopewellmus

1907 HwBoro Hopewell school (12-18 Model) added two rooms on east end, $4600 Gantz Ch 35 School

1907 HwBoro Hopewell's first high school started in a 2-room addition to the Lincoln School in Hopewell Borough HVRSD https://wwwSchool

1908-05-25 HwBoro 31st anniv. of Hook and Ladder Fire Company - answered 32 fires in 31 years HwFire 75th-1986 FireDept

1909 HwBoro
Calvary Baptist Church add outside steps and roofed porch at second floor sanctuary level. Regrading had put 

entrance in a pit.
CalvBaptist 95th-1987 Church

1909 HwBoro JG Burton installs first hot water heating system and electric lights in his home on Front St THM https://thehopewellmus

1910 HwBoro Calvary Baptist Church has 100 members CalvBaptist 95th-1988 Church

1910 HwBoro Second Calvary Baptist Church organized. First Church was just off Second St. Current building is 69 Columbia. Gantz Ch 36 Church

1910 HwBoro Hopewell High School (4 Columbia) built, $20,000, 8 students graduated 6/1912 Gantz Ch 35 School

1911-04-07 HwBoro x Meeting to organize Hopewell Fire Department. Union merged in July (some members did not follow) HwFire 75th-1986 FireDept

1911-08 HwBoro Hopewell Fire Department placed under Borough authority, $250 annual fire appropriation HwFire 75th-1986 FireDept

1912 HwBoro x First constructed building for a high school built in Hopewell (4-6 Columbia, became Borough Hall) HVRSD https://wwwSchool

1912-01 HwBoro Calvary Baptist Church installed electric lighting. Pastor salary $600 CalvBaptist 95th-1989 Church

1912-01-03 HwBoro x
First meeting in new Hopewell Fire Department fire house (15 Seminary). Upper story used as Hopewell Public 

Library, also first home of Hopewell Building and Loan Association HwFire
75th-1986 FireDept

1914 HwBoro
Hopewell National Bank constructing new building at corner of E Broad and Greenwood (2 E Broad, formerly Cook's 

Block, now Dana)
HwHerald 5/1914

1914-01-10 HwBoro [Roundabout Club] Meeting in Grange Hall (12-14 Mercer) to organize Free Public Library Association Weart 1946 Library

1914-03-14 HwBoro
Hopewell Public Library founded - members of Roundabout Club (dedicated to social and intellectual pursuits) 

invested $200 to open library in old harness shop on Mercer St (now Vincenzo Pizza)
HPL https://www.redlibrary.

1914-03-18 HwBoro x
Hopewell Free Public Library opens in former harness shop of Joseph Harrison (64 West Broad at Mercer). 600 

volumes
Weart 1946 Library

1915 HwTwp Additional portions of Hopewell Township transferred to both Pennington and Hopewell Borough HVHS History

1915 HwBoro x Hopewell Post Office replaces Hopewell National Bank at 13 East Broad Street

1915 HwBoro Hopewell school (12-18 Model) two room annex added (to west), $4400 Gantz Ch 35 School

1915 HwBoro Presbyterians built new church for growing congregation THM https://thehChurch

1915-03-15 HwBoro x
Hopewell Free Public Library moves to Fireman's Hall, 2nd floor (15 Seminary, next to Schanck's Market). Children 

carry books in wagons
Weart 1946 Library

1915-04-10 HwBoro
Hopewell Presbyterian - New Sanctuary dedicated (80 W Broad). Contract let 3/1914, Cornerstone laid 6/20/1914. 

Building cost $17,859.39
HwPres Timeline Church

1916-10 HwBoro
Hopewell Public Library had 680 active patrons, owned over 1,300 books, circulated 10,127 books over past year. 

Boro population 2000
TrTimes 10/22/1916 Library

1917-01-01 HwBoro Hopewell Free Public Library becomes tax supported, under Borough control HwHerald 1/24/1917 Library

1917-07-06 HwBoro
Union Hook and Ladder Company formed by merger of Hook and Ladder and Union fire companies. Some members 

had joined the Hopewell Fire Department HwFire
75th-1986 FireDept

1920s Many moonshiners set up shop in the Sourland Mountains during Prohibition SourlandCon https://www.sourland.o

1920s ? HwBoro Hopewell Elementary School built (35 Princeton) HVRSD https://wwwSchool

1920s early HwBoro Calvary Baptist Church construction including classroom space. Cost $7034 CalvBaptist 95th-1990 Church

1921 HwBoro All 3 Hopewell fire companies merge (original, Hook & Ladder, Union) THM https://thehopewellmus

1921-05-21 HwBoro Library Week fund raiser, including "The Masque Of Hopewell - an Historical Pageant" with 100 participants Pamphlet Pamphlet Library
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1921-07-01 HwBoro x
Union Hook and Ladder Company [w/ Union] merges with Hopewell Fire Department. Columbia Hall not included 

due to outstanding bonds HwFire
75th-1986 FireDept

1922 HwBoro Hopewell Museum founded as the Hopewell Free Public Library and Museum Funding and Building Association HwBoro https://www.hopewellb

1922-02 HwBoro x
Hopewell Free Public Library and Museum Funding and Building Association incorporated, separate from library, to 

solicit funds for combined library and museum
TrTimes 10/17/1923 Library

1922-03 HwBoro
Old National Bank building purchased by Library and Museum Association for $6000 from George E. Pierson, John N. 

Race, Dr. T. A. Pierson (13 E Broad). Building occupied by post office and phone company (2nd floor) 
TrTimes 10/17/1923 Library

1923 HwBoro
Hopewell Presbyterian Chapel sold (79 W Broad). Converted to house, turned 90 degrees,  moved  short distance to 

northeast
HwPres Timeline Church

1924-04 HwBoro x Hopewell museum opens to visitors in Stout House (current Museum, 28 E Broad)

1924-04-08 HwBoro
Strout House purchased by Library and Museum Association from Hugh A. and Charlotte M. Smith (current 

Museum, 28 E Broad)
MCD 534 343 Library

1925-01-22 HwBoro x
Hopewell Free Public Library moves into Stout House with museum (current Hopewell Museum, 28 East Broad). 

Uses 2 rooms on west side ground floor.
HPL Trustee Library

1926 HwBoro x Hopewell Elementary School dedicated (35 Princeton), 14 rooms, $155,700 Gantz Ch 35 School

1929 Penn High school is shifted to S Main St in Pennington due to growing enrollment ($158K for Central HS) HVRSD https://wwwSchool

1929 x Rockwell Manufacturing Company founded THM https://thehopewellmus

1932 HwBoro x Lindbergh baby kidnapping in Hopewell area NYT https://www.nytimes.co

1937 Hopewell runs a WPA sewing project for 20 women THM https://thehopewellmus

1939-07 HwBoro
Columbia Hall Association plans new motion picture theatre to be constructed on site of Columbia Hall (5 S 

Greenwood). Fire Department vacates by end of year HwFire
75th-1986 FireDept

1940 HwBoro x
Colonial Playhouse built on Colombia Hall site (5 S Greenwood), served as a firehouse, dance floor, motorcycle 

repair shop, movie theater CommNews
https://communitynews

1940 HwBoro x Hopewell Theater new lobby and cinder block addition, re-opened as Colonial Playhouse movie theatre HwTheater https://hopewelltheater

1940 HwBoro House built as a private home at 3 Louellen Street, becomes Hopewell Presbyterian Manse in 1955 HwPres Timeline Church

1940-10-18 HwBoro Saint Alphonsus rectory on E. Prospect completed, so pastor could devote full time to the church. Cost $12,101. StAlphonsus 100th-1977 Church

1941-06-06 HwBoro
First meeting of Hopewell Fire Department in new quarters at old Hopewell High School (4-6 Columbia), renovations 

$18,257 HwFire
75th-1986 FireDept

1943-01-29 HwBoro Hopewell Presbyterian Church Budget $4050.50 HwPres Timeline Church

1946 HwBoro Calvary Baptist Church fire - $1200 damages. CalvBaptist 95th-1991 Church

1946-01 HwBoro Hopewell Public Library has 10,837 volumes Weart 1946 Library

1947 HwBoro Hopewell Fire Department reports total of 42 alarms, including 14 building fires with est. losses at $250,000
HwFire

75th-1986 FireDept

1948-02 HwBoro Rockwell Mfg. Co. purchased American LaFrance pumper to be given to Borough for Fire Department use
HwFire

75th-1986 FireDept

1949 c HwBoro Calvary Baptist Church renovations - $17,000, front entrance CalvBaptist 95th-1992 Church

1951-04 HwBoro Hopewell Fire Department Ambulance Corps formed, responded to 1295 calls 1951 - 1961 HwFire 75th-1986 FireDept

1952-03-02 HwBoro
Hopewell Presbyterian Fellowship Hall Dedication - groundbreaking 6/25/1951; cost $54,111.61 including kitchen 

renovations
HwPres Timeline Church
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1952-12-31 HwBoro Hopewell Presbyterian membership is 466 HwPres Timeline Church

1953-1954 HwBoro Rockwell Mfg. Co. organizes Fire Brigade, purchases American LaFrance for $1 HwFire 75th-1986 FireDept

1955 HwBoro Hopewell Herald sold to Princeton Packet and folded into it THM https://thehopewellmus

1955 HwBoro Hopewell Presbyterian Manse on West Broad sold. New manse at 3 Louellen Street bought. HwPres Timeline Church

1956 HwBoro x Harry Richard starts the Hopewell Valley News newspaper THM https://thehopewellmus

1956 HwBoro
Tennessee stone grotto at Saint Alphonsus erected by Catholic Men's Club. Alter Rosary Society donated the Carrera 

marble statues of "Our Lady of Lourdes and Bernadette"
StAlphonsus 100th-1977

1956-03-14 HwBoro Fire at St. Mary's Cathedral, Trenton, N. J. destroys records of St. Alphonsus until early 1894 StAlphonsus 100th-1977
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Hopewell Train Station Art Collections 
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Artwork of the Hopewell and Pennington train stations and other local scenes, with artist information.  

 

Railroad Station Hopewell 

Ranulph Bye (1969?) 

 
Hopewell, New Jersey 

Ranulph Bye (pre 1973) 

 
Hopewell Ticket Office 

Ranulph Bye (pre 1973) 

 
Pennington, New Jersey 

Ranulph Bye (pre 1973) 

 
Hopewell Train Station 

"Davis Gray" (1970s) 

 
Hopewell Railroad Station  

"Davis Gray" (1970s) 

 
Hopewell Rail Station  

Ken McIndoe (1979) 

 

Railway Station, Hopewell 

George Stave (1979) 

 

Pennington RR Station 

Ann Gross (1980s) 

 
Train Station, Pennington 

William Hankinson (1983) 

 
Stationary Survivor (Hopewell) 

Jerry Cable (2001) 

Hopewell Station 

FINAN 
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Hopewell Photography Collections 
 

Rev. 11/20/2021 - D. Dixon 

 

Collections of photographs by local Hopewell area photographers, with artist information. 

 

 

Kenneth Kaplowitz 

 

 Hopewell Borough 

 1974 - 1977 

 

35 black and white 

photographs of Hopewell 

people and places 

 
 

Gary Saretzky 

 

Hopewell Borough 

1978 - 1980 

 

22 black and white photos 

of Hopewell scenes 

 

 
 

Ralph Curcio 

 

Hopewell & Pennington 

Train Stations 

1976 - 1900 

 

42 photos of train stations 

with passenger and freight 

trains 
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Hopewell Borough Annotated Maps (c1850 - c1900) 
 

Rev. 2/27/2023 - D. Dixon 

 

Annotated versions of historical maps, tracking the growth of the town of Hopewell from c1850 - c1900, 

and illustrating the two competing railroad lines of the late 1870s. 

 

The Growth of Hopewell (1700s - 1875) 

 
"Hopewell or Columbia" (1849) - Baptist Church 

 

Hopewell P. O. (1860) - Slow Growth W. Broad 

 
Fowler Panorama (1887) - Railroad & East Broad 

 

Sanborn Fire Map (1902) - Industrialization 

 

Railroad Service (c1879) - Hopewell Valley 

  

Railroad Service (c1879) - Phila. to New York 
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The Growth of Hopewell (1700s - 1875) 

This 1875 Hopewell N. J. map from the "Combination Atlas Map of Mercer County, N. J." by Everts & 

Stewart shows the beginning of development due to the arrival of the railroads. The annotations add 

color-coded callouts to summarize the growth from village to town - 1700s to mid 1800s to late 1800s. 
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"Hopewell or Columbia" (1849) - Baptist Church 

This close-up from the 1849 "Map of Mercer County, New Jersey," by Otley and Keily shows only some 

ten buildings, clustered around the Old School Baptist Church, on our West Broad Street between 

Louellen and Greenwood. Around the church are a few businesses, the hotel, blacksmith and 

wheelwright, and some homes. Immediately surrounding are larger farmsteads through the Township. 
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Hopewell P. O. (1860) - Slow Growth on West Broad 

This is a close-up from the 1860 "Map of the Vicinity of Phila. and Trenton," by Lake & Beers. There is 

very little change from 1850, with some more residential buildings, including on the south side of the 

West Broad, plus the new Hopewell Academy public school. The development is all still clustered on 

West Broad around the Baptist Church, and does not cross Greenwood to East Broad.  
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Fowler Panoramic Aerial (1887) - Railroad and East Broad 

Thaddeus Mortimer Fowler (1842-1922) was a traveling map maker who specialized in hand-drawn 

panoramic birds-eye views. This annotated version of his 1887 "Hopewell, New Jersey" map adds call-

outs to explicitly identify each building identified on the original map. 
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Sanborn Fire Map (1902) - Industrialization 

This map is reassembled from the 1902 "Fire Insurance Map of Hopewell, New Jersey," by the Sanborn 

Map Company. It shows the full extent of the industrialization of Hopewell, with almost all the major 

structures that we still have today (plus others that were lost), along Model Avenue and Railroad Place 

down to Somerset Street. These include the Saw Mill, Creamery, and Lumber Yard along Model Avenue, 

and the Chocolate Factory, Lumber Yard, Tomato Factory, and Smith (Rockwell) along Railroad Place. 
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Hopewell / Pennington Railroad Service (c1879) - Hopewell Valley 

This close-up from the 1881 "New Railway Map" by Barrington includes both of the railroad lines 

through Pennington / Hopewell as of 1879 (before the M&S was shut down).  The map is annotated to 

highlight the train lines and stations for the D&BB (blue) and M&S (purple) lines.  

 

The Pennsylvania Railroad lines on the right (marked in red) are the United (now the Northeast Corridor) 

and the Camden and Amboy. The Pennsylvania RR line on the bottom left along the river (in green) is 

the Belvidere Delaware Railroad.  
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Hopewell / Pennington Railroad Service (c1879) - Philadelphia to New York 

This larger section of the 1881 "New Railway Map" by Barrington is annotated to highlight the train lines 

and stations for the D&BB (blue) and M&S (purple) lines through Pennington and Hopewell, connecting 

with lines from Philadelphia to the Delaware River, and then connecting to lines to New York. 

The extensive Pennsylvania Railroad lines marked in red include the United (now the Northeast 

Corridor) and the Camden and Amboy. The Pennsylvania RR line on the bottom left along the river (in 

green) is the Belvidere Delaware Railroad.  
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Hopewell History Brief References and Sources 

Rev. 2/22/2023 - D. Dixon 

Information in the History Briefs published by the Hopewell Valley History Project comes from a variety 

sources including books, pamphlets, reports, maps, aerials, and photos. The key references and online 

sources for Hopewell Borough are summarized here, as referenced in the History Briefs. 

Many of these materials were provided from the many contributors to the History Project and are 

shared on the site (see the Acknowledgements page). 

• See the Town References page for more references across the Valley, with links:

- https://hopewellhistoryproject.org/hopewell-valley-references/

Hopewell Borough and Area History References 

Commonly-cited references for information on Hopewell Borough history. 

Hopewell Books / Publications 

• [HHH 1897] - Healthful Historic Hopewell, Normer Gray, 1897

• [HH 1900 Souvenir] - Hopewell Herald - Souvenir Edition, September 19, 1900

• [Ege 1908] - Pioneers of Old Hopewell, Ralph Ege, 1908

• [Hw 1909] - Hopewell, N. J. 1909 booklet, 1909

• [HH Progress 1914] - Hopewell Herald - Progress Edition, May 1914

• [Hw News 194x] - Hopewell News newsletter published during WWII, Dean Ashton, 1943-1946

• [Humble 1947] - Be It Ever So Humble, The Story of Hopewell, New Jersey, and its Servicemen

During World War II, Dean Ashton, 1947 

• [HFD 50th 1961] - Hopewell Fire Department 50th Anniversary Booklet, 1961

• [HVH 1973] - Hopewell Valley Heritage, Alice Blackwell Lewis, 1973

• [HVHS 1975+] - Hopewell Valley Historical Society Newsletter (1975-2021)

• [Cultural Survey 1985] - Cultural Resource Survey, Hopewell Borough, 1985

• [HFD 75th 1986] - Hopewell Fire Department 75th Anniversary Booklet, 1986

• [Gantz 1987] - Hopewell's Past, Elizabeth (Betty) Gantz, 1987

• [HAHG 1992] - Hopewell: A Historical Geography, Richard W. Hunter and Richard L. Porter, 1992

• [Jones 2003] - A Stroll Through Historic Hopewell, Audrey Jones, 2003

• [HFD 100th 2011] - Hopewell Fire Department 100th Anniversary Booklet, 2011

Hopewell Area Maps 

• [Otley & Keily 1849] - Map of Mercer County, New Jersey, Otley and Keily, 1849

• [Lake & Beers, 1860] Map of the Vicinity of Phila. and Trenton, Lake and Beers, 1860

• [Beers 1872] - Topographical Map of Mercer County, Beers, 1872

• [Everts & Stewart 1875] - Combination Atlas Map of Mercer County, Everts and Stewart, 1875

• [Fowler 1887] - Hopewell panoramic aerial map, T. M. Fowler, 1887

• [Scarlett 1890] - Scarlett & Scarlett fire map of Hopewell Borough, 1890

• [Sanborn 19xx] - Sanborn fire maps of Hopewell Borough, 1902, 1912, 1927, 1935
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Hopewell Borough - Online Sources 

Online information sources covering Hopewell Borough and the area. 

Newspapers Covering Hopewell Borough 

• [HH] - Hopewell Herald newspaper (through 1955) - newspapers.com, newspaperarchive.com ($)

• [LR] - Lambertville Record  newspaper - genealogybank.com ($)

• [TET] - Trenton Evening Times newspaper - genealogybank.com ($)

• [TT] - Trenton Times newspaper - genealogybank.com ($)

Mercer County Deeds (book / page, registration date) 

• [DB] - Mercer County Deed Books (text search, from c. 1950s)

o https://records.mercercounty.org

• [DB] - Mercer County Deed Books (digitized images, index 1838-1919, deeds to 1887)

o https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/219073

Genealogy and Historical Records / U. S. and N. J. Census 

• FamilySearch - Family historical records - https://www.familysearch.org/search/

• Ancestry.com - Family history records ($) - https://www.ancestry.com/
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