
Prominent Business Establishments of Pennington in 1882 

Although the information below was published slightly later (1882) than the Everts & Stewart 
Atlas (1875), many of the details remain pertinent and, in most instances, contain some relevant 
historical context.   

D. C. Titus, Furniture and Undertaking, Main Street.—The furniture store and undertaking
establishment of Mr. D. C. Titus was established originally by John Titus in the year 1846 and in
1851 Mr. D.C. Titus became proprietor. His neat place of business consists of a three-story frame
building, having a frontage on Main Street of twenty-five feet and is eighty feet in depth. The first
floor is used as a furniture sales and storeroom and is stocked with furniture of all kinds, including
bed-room suites, bureaus, tables, chair, cradles, stands, etc. The manufactory occupies the
second floor and all manner of cabinet and furniture work is done. There are large barns and
sheds for hearse, horses, carriages, etc. Undertaking is done in all its branches and in the most
satisfactory manner. Mr. Titus is a native of Penn's Neck, Salem County, N. J., and located in
Penning ton in the year 1846.

Mrs. M. E. Woolsey, Irving House, Main Street. —The " Irving House" confectionery, eating 
saloon and boarding-house, of which Mrs. M. R. Woolsey is the proprietress, was established in 
the year 1880 by N. V. Woolsey, now deceased, and who succeeded Josiah Baldwin. Numerous 
improvements have been added recently until the " Irving " is now one of the most desirable and 
a strictly first-class boarding-house either for students, summer boarders or the traveling public 
and is the only well-kept boarding-house in the town. The premises have a frontage on Main 
Street of 100 feet and are 200 feet on Delaware Avenue, occupying one of the most desirable 
and central positions in the town, near to seminaries, cars, post-office, stores, etc. The buildings 
are 70x50 feet in size, two and one-half stories in height and are built of stone and frame. An 
oyster and ice-cream saloon is situated in the rear of the confectionery store and is 20x30 feet in 
size. Neatness and cleanliness characterize the " Irving," while its guests are provided with the 
comforts and conveniences of home. Mrs. M. R. Woolsey is a well-known resident of Pennington 
and her enterprise deserves a most hearty and cordial support. 

John M. Titus, Druggist, Main Street.—The store of Mr. John M. Titus was established originally 
by Dr. Petherbridge in the year 1844. Mr. R. T. Martin was his successor, and in 1877 Titus & Lewis 
purchased the business, and August 1st, 1878, by the withdrawal of Mr. Lewis, the present 
proprietor became the sole owner. The store is a pleasant one, 25x60 feet in size. The stock 
embraces a full line of fresh and pure drugs and medicines, patent medicines, chemicals, paints, 
oils, glass, toilet articles, physicians' appliances, fancy articles, perfumery, soaps, etc. A specialty 
is made in the compounding of physicians' prescriptions, the laboratory being situated in the rear 
of the store. Mr. Titus is a native of Lambertville, N. J., but located in Pennington when quite 
young. He is a son of Samuel H. Titus, Esq., one of the most popular and reliable of druggists, who 
conducted a successful and prosperous business at Lambertville for almost a quarter of a century. 
The son has grown up in the business and possesses a thorough knowledge of the same. 



Jos. B. Hagaman, Harness, Blankets, etc., Main Street.—The reliable harness manufacturing 
establishment of Mr. Jos. B. Hagaman, located on Main Street, was established in the year 1879 
and occupies a store and manufactory 30x50 feet in size. The stock embraces both double and 
single harness, collars, halters, blankets, robes, whips, curry-combs, horse brushes, harness-oil, 
harness-soap and, in fact, everything to be found in a first-class harness store. All kinds of harness 
are made to order and guaranteed as represented. Mr. Hagaman is a native of Hopewell, N.J., 
and located in Pennington in 1871. He is a practical harnessmaker and his goods enjoy an enviable 
reputation throughout this section. 

J. S. Burd & Co., Hardware, Stoves, Paints, etc., Delaware Avenue.—The hardware, stove and tin 
ware establishment of Messrs. J. S. Burd & Co., located centrally on Delaware Avenue near Main 
Street, was established originally by Burd, Witter & Co., and passed into the hands of the present 
firm in the year 1878. The building has a frontage on Delaware Avenue of 25 feet and is 65 feet 
in depth. The stock consists of hardware, cutlery, stoves, heaters, ranges, tin and sheet-iron ware, 
pumps, lead pipe, barbed wire for fencing, terra-cotta, drain pipe and chimney-tops, paints, oils, 
glass, etc. Slate and tin roofing is done. Tinware of all kinds is made to order. The individual 
members of the firm are J. S. Burd and J. E. Burd. 

James R. Bergen, Carriages, Buggies and Sleighs, Delaware Avenue.—Mr. James R. Bergen 
established the business in 1863, and the industry is the leading one in the town, giving 
employment to numerous hands and employing considerable capital. The building is of frame, 
two stories in height, and is 87x30 feet in size. The storeroom and repository occupy an additional 
building, 40x60 feet in size. Carriages, buggies, sleighs, etc., are made to order of any desired 
pattern, while especial attention is given to the manufacture of light carriages, general repairing 
and jobbing are done. Employment is given to eight experienced workmen. Mr. Bergen is a native 
of Dutch Neck, Mercer County, N. J., and located in Pennington in 1863, engaging in business as 
above stated. He learned the carriage building business with his uncle, Mr. Isaac H. Bergen, and 
has ever since followed the business. He is also senior member of the firm of Bergen & Taylor, 
carriage builders, at Princeton, N. J. 

N. R. Blackwell, Undertaker, Main Street.—The undertaking establishment of Mr. N. R. Blackwell 
was established in December, 188 1. All kinds of furniture repairing and upholstering are done in 
the best manner and at reasonable figures. Undertaking in all its branches is carefully and 
understandingly done. Mr. Blackwell is a native of Mercer County, and learned the undertaking 
business with Mr. R. S. Hart, in Pennington. 

George Lanning, Wagons, Blacksmithing, Main Street.—The business now conducted by George 
Lanning was established as long ago as the year 1821. All kinds of heavy farm wagons and 
agricultural implements are made and repairing is done in the best manner at short notice. 
George Lanning is a native of Hunterdon County and well known as a builder and blacksmith. The 
details of his business are managed by his son, Aaron S. Lanning. 
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(Mason)

(S. Titus - Shoemaker)

(Undertaker and Furniture Dealer)

(Stock Dealer)

(P.H. Ege - Carpenter)

(D. G. Baldwin - Butcher)

(C.T. & B. Blackwell - Gen. Merchants)

(Miss A. Burroughs - Dressmaker)

(H.P. & E. L. Welling - Physicians)

(Blacksmith)

(D.S. Chatten? - Wheelwright)

(Postmaster)

Mrs. M.A. Mattews?)

(General Merchants)

(Barber? - Chas. A. Redding (colored))

(Asa H. Drake - Livery and sale
stable, confec'y, cigars, etc.)

(R.H. Drake - Carpenter)

(J.R. Bergen - Carriage mfr.)
(Rev. A.P. Lasher - Principal
Pennington Institute) 

(Wm.B. Muirhead - Surveyor and 
Master of Chancery)

(R.R. Off - M&S Agent)

(J. McPherson - Mason)

(J.S. Bunn - Confec'r. and Ice Cream Saloon, 
and Prop'r. Irving House) 

(Josiah Baldwin)

(Miss Mary Hale - Principal)

Annotations by Robert Lawless, 
January 25, 2021.
email: boblawless7@gmail.com

Source: Mitchell & Co.'s New Jersey 
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