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2 Somerset Street, Hopewell - Tomato Factory (1892)
Rev. 4/22/2021 x - D. Dixon
The Tomato Factory Antiques Center on Somerset Street in Hopewell was once a tomato cannery, which
operated for almost 60 years, from 1892 to around 1950. The factory only ran during the harvest
season, around six weeks a year, from early August through September, or until the first frost.
The factory could pack 10,000 quart cans a day, and needed 50,000 tomatoes delivered each day,
arriving from some 100 acres of local farms under contract for its business.
In the 1900s, it employed approximately sixty-five women, forty peelers and twenty-five packers.
Tomato Factory - Summary
1892 - 1937 - Hopewell Valley Canning Co.
4/1892 - Founded, operating in Aug.
1892 - A. L. Holcombe, Pres.
1906 - J. Hervey Stout, Pres.
1919 - Joseph B. Hill, Pres.
1938 - Operated by Elmer A. Weart
and Hervey S. Hill
1938 - 1943 - Quarryville Canning Co.
W. Earle Carroll
Moved from Quarryville, Pa.
50-75 employees
Moved to Middleburg, Pa.

Canning Co. - 1897 [HHH, 1909 Hw]

1943 - 1947 - Urban Food Co.
Bishop and Dorl
Added 2 1/2 story addition
1947 - 1951 - Hopewell Sun Packing Co.
D. J. Siclari (brothers)
1947 packed over half million cans
1951 - Receiver's Sale (Auction)
Machinery and equipment
Large two-story building
on large plot with railroad siding
1952 - Sherriff's Sale - land & premises
Hopewell Canneries Inc. (~1 acre)

H. V. Canning Co. Juice Label [M. A. Browning]

1950s - Reynold Dansberry
Sub-contract work for Rockwell
1962 - Tomato Factory Antiques Center
Maurice Browning, Inc.
Maurice and Mary Ann Browning
Hopewell Valley History Project
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Tomato Canning in the Hopewell Valley
Tomatoes were a favorite crop with New Jersey farmers, who routinely canned tomatoes and other
produce for their families. Starting around 1850, and continuing until around 1925, New Jersey
developed an extensive commercial canning industry, with business people and farmers investing in
local factories to more efficiently reach larger markets.
In the Hopewell Valley, for example, the Pennington Canning Company factory on Brookside Avenue
operated from 1902 into the 1930s, and the Titusville Fruit and Vegetable Canning Company on the
north end of River Road operated from around 1889 to 1905.
In Hopewell, the Tomato Factory building operated as a canning company for almost 60 years, from
1892 to around 1950, through four different companies. It then became the Antiques Center in 1964.

Hopewell Canning Label [M. A. Browning]
Hopewell Valley History Project
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The Hopewell Canning Factory
The Hopewell canning factory operated during the tomato harvest season, which typically ran only
about six weeks a year, from early August through late September (or to the first frost).
According to statistics in annual reports, during that short season, the Hopewell factory would take in
some 350 to 680 tons of tomatoes, and produce a total of some 140,00 to 300,000 cans (of quart size or
more).
In terms of one day's operation, the factory could produce 10,000 quart cans a day, and since by one
report it took 5 1/3 lbs. of tomatoes to make one can, the factory required some 50,000 tomatoes a day,
arriving from some 100 acres of local farms under contract for its business.
Keeping the business running at full speed required some 50 to 75 employees, the majority skilled
"women and girls," especially to quickly manually peel the skins off the tomatoes, and also to hand-pack
the cans to fill them to the top. Canning also used machines for washing and scalding the tomatoes to
prepare them for peeling, to solder the tops on the cans, and to cook the canned tomatoes.

Hopewell Valley Canning Co.
1892 Blank Stock Certificate
[M. A. Browning]

Hopewell Valley History Project

Hopewell Valley Canning Co. WW I crate
marked “U.S.Q.M. Corps, Nov. 1918”
(for U. S. Quartermaster Corps, the military unit
responsible for supplying the troops)
[M. A. Browning]
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Canning Statistics Summary
Summary canning statistics extracted from newspaper references and quotes.
- 104 acres planted - produce 7 1/8 tons of tomatoes per acre [1895]
- 5 1/2 tons per acre, paid $80 per ton [1906] / pay around $150 / acre [1922]
- Pack 370 cans to the ton = 5 1/3 lbs. ripe tomatoes to make one [quart] can of tomatoes [1893/1895]
- Pack 290,000 cans / season - average 10,000 cans / day [1910]
- Employ 50 women and 13 men [1925]
- 50 women and girls as peelers - record peeling 330 quarts a day [1910]

Hopewell Canning Label [M. A. Browning]

Packing Process Summary
Summary description of the canning process extracted from newspaper quotes.
- Farmers deliver crates of tomatoes, stacked on east side receiving platform
- Crates carried to container where tomatoes washed and scalded
until the skins are thoroughly clean, and tender enough for peeling
- Tomatoes pass through a funnel to a wooden measure,
carried to the peeling department in quantities of half a bushel.
- Tomatoes peeled - Skins removed manually with paring knife
- Tomatoes packed in cans - Young women manually fill cans to the top
- Can closed and soldered
- Cover disc added to can - with ring of solder encircling its outer edge
- Cover soldered - Twelve cans at a time on a revolving plate
- Twelve hot iron pointers descend in unison and describe a circle
fusing the solder and sealing the twelve cans in a fraction of a second
A small air hole is left in each cover to avoid sudden thermal change
Old machines: 12 cans a minute; new machine (1915): 35 cans a minute
- Tomatoes cooked - Sealed cans placed in steam bath, brings tomatoes to cooking point
- Air hole sealed by a drop of solder
- Old machine: 30 minutes; new machine (1915): 10 minutes
- Cans binned - Cans piled in bins, with many thousand cans
- Cans labeled - Once entire pack is complete
- Final product boxed and shipped

Hopewell Valley History Project
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The Canning Factory Building
The current Tomato Factory building is a conglomeration of multiple structures added over time.
• The original pair of buildings run south to north, from Somerset Street toward the railroad tracks.
The wider front building was used for packing and storing, and the narrower rear building for
canning. A single-story rear annex also extends out the back towards the train tracks.
• The east side facing the driveway had a side platform used for receiving tomatoes, which is now
enclosed. The small building next to the east side was the office, with ground scales between it and
the main building for weighing incoming crates.
• The west side has the boiler room and saw several additions, some now gone.

Front (south)
- 1st - Packing
- 2nd - Storage

[1897]

Rear (north)
- 1 story end - Canning
- 2 story - 1st - Soldering
Side (east) - Scales, Office
Side (west) - middle Eng.
1912 - Add scale, sep. office
- Add E side porches
[1927 Sanborn - north to top]

[1932]
Hopewell Valley History Project
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Building Construction History
1892 - Original design: "one two-story, 50 x 45 ft., with 16 ft. posts and peak roof, and one one-story, 90
x 24 ft., with 8 ft. posts and sufficient platform room"; Extend P&R Railroad side track 50 feet
1892 - Boiler from John E. Thropp and Son, of Trenton, $848 set up and bricked
1895 - Raise 50 feet of canning room one story to make storeroom for empty cans [west side middle]
- Build truckway from B. & H.'s [Blackwell & Hill 1897] siding to second story front entrance
- Expand office even with east side
1912-27 - Add detached office building on east side
1944 - (Urban Food) - Enlarge receiving platform, Add two an a half story addition (NW, later removed?)

[2009]

[current]

Hopewell Valley History Project
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1892 - 1937 - Hopewell Valley Canning Company
In March 1892, an organizational meeting was held to decide to create a canning company in or near
Hopewell Borough. In April, the Hopewell Valley Canning Company was founded with an initial
investment of $5,000. The company had 60 shareholders, including business investors and many farmers
from Hopewell and beyond, including Pennington, Amwell, Woodsville, Skillman, and Stoutsburg.
Also in April, the company purchased the one-acre site, and hired an architect to design the building.
In May, the company selected a contractor, Wm. F. Drake, with the low bid of $2133. In June the boiler
was installed, and by July the additional equipment and supplies followed - and the company bought
insurance for $88. Then in August the company was in operation.
The results of the first year included 86 acres of tomatoes grown by farmers, 571 tons received at the
factory, and 215,400 cans packed.
The Hopewell Valley Canning Co, then continued operation for 45 years, through World War I and into
the Great Depression. It had very stable management, with three presidents, A. L. Holcombe, J. Hervey
Stout, and Joseph B. Hill, and one superintendent, George W. Snowden. In 1938, at the end of the Great
Depression, company was operated by Elmer A. Weart and Hervey S. Hill, and then sold. The canning
business then continued through three other companions until 1950.

[HH 3/4/1925]

[TET 3/8/1892]

[HH 9/5/1917]

[HH 9/28/1932]

Hopewell Valley History Project
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1938 - 1943 - Quarryville Canning Company
In 1938, W. Earle Carroll of Havre de Grace, Maryland leased and then bought the Hopewell canning
factory as the Quarryville Canning Company. He previously had been renting a factory at Quarryville Pa.
for eight years.
In 1943, Carroll sold the Hopewell factory and moved the Quarryville company to a new factory in
Middleburg, Pa., which operated through the early 1960s.

[TET 8/29/1938]

[HH 3/2/1938]
1938 - Tomato Factory leased to W. E. Carroll of Havre de Grace, Maryland
Had been renting a factory at Quarryville Pa. last eight years
1939 - 65 employees, majority women
1940 - 75 employees
1941 - 60 employees
1942 - 192,000 cans (8000 cases) ready in past week
1943 - Quarryville Canning Company sold
1943 - Quarryville Canning Company constructing plant in Middleburg, Pa.
W. Earle Carroll - 28% to armed forces - 125 employees, 75-90 women, 260 acres under contract
1958 - Quarryville (Middleburg) limited production - 1964 gone

Hopewell Valley History Project
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1943 - 1947 - Urban Food Company
In 1943, in the midst of World War II, the Quarryville Canning Company was sold to Mr. Bishop and E. F.
Dorl of Summit, N. J., and then operated as the Urban Food Company.
In 1947, the canning factory was sold to the Hopewell Sun Packing Co.

[TET 2/21/1943]
[TET 7/27/1944]

[HH 9/6/1944]

[HH 3/28/1945]

2/1943 - Quarryville Canning Company sold to Mr. Bishop and Dorl of Summit, N.J.,
who will operate the plant this coming season on tomatoes and other products
1943 - Tomato-worm plague - worms 2-3 inches long, 71 worms on 4 plants [Ashton]
1944 - Add two an a half story addition, new machinery
1944 - Help wanted - former canning
1944 - Shortage of help, 20 peelers, most sold to government [Ashton]
1944 - Enlarging the receiving platform [Ashton]
1945 - Army needs tomatoes
1945 - Help wanted - Peelers for Tomatoes
5/1947 - Urban Food Co. sold to Hopewell Sun Packing Co.

Hopewell Valley History Project
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1947 - 1951 - Hopewell Sun Packing Company
In 1947 the Hopewell Sun Packing Co. acquired the canning factory from the Urban Food Company. The
company was run by the Siclari brothers - President D. J. Siclari, Secretary N. J. Siclari, and Treasurer
Albert Saggesse.
The company reportedly packed over a 500,000 cans of tomatoes in 1949, and had 50 employees in
1950.
In 1951 and 1952 the contents, building, and land of the canning factory were advertised at a receiver's
sale and a sheriff's auction.

[HH 6/18/1947]

[HH 6/4/1947]

[HH 8/3/1948]
5/1947 - Hopewell Sun Packing Co. purchased factory from Urban Food Company - D. J. Siclari
1948 - Sun Packing - Help wanted - Tomato Peelers
1949 - Packed over a 500,000 cans of tomatoes [Sims 1951]
1950 - Sun Packing - 70 employees
1951 / 52 - Sun Packing - Receiver's / Sherriff's Sales

Hopewell Valley History Project
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1951 - 1952 - Receiver's Sale / Sherriff's Sale
The company assets, machinery and equipment, were offered for auction at a receiver's sale in June
1951. The land and premises then were offered at a sheriff's sale in October 1952, to satisfy a $7098
judgement for the Hopewell National Bank.

[HH, TET 10/1952]
1952 - Sherriff's Sale - Hopewell Canneries Inc.
for Hopewell National Bank;
Land and premises; Bank judgement $7098

[TET 6/3/1951]

1951 - Receiver's Sale (Auction)
Hopewell Sun Packing Co.,
Somerset Street and Railroad Place
Machinery & equipment, complete tomato canning plant
Large 2-story building on large plot with railroad siding

1950s - Reynold Dansberry
Reynold Dansberry acquired the Tomato Factory property after the end of the canning business, and
owned it until it was sold in 1962 for use as the Antiques Center. He operated a machine shop in the
middle part of the building doing sub-contract work for Rockwell.
Dansberry was a foreman with the Rockwell Manufacturing Company for 40 years, and was Fire Chief in
Hopewell from 1951 to 1952.
Dansberry's family reports: "He was foreman of the Automatic Department at Rockwell Manufacturing
Company. He had three automatic screw machines at the Tomato Factory. He did sub-contract work for
Rockwell. He would work all day at the factory and then work at night at his own machines at the
Tomato Factory. I never knew him to make anything but parts for the Rockwell Gas Meters."

Hopewell Valley History Project
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1962 - Tomato Factory
In 1962, Maurice and Mary Ann Browning acquired the Tomato Factory property from Reynold
Dansberry. After extensive renovations, they opened the Tomato Factory Antiques Center in 1964, "as a
cooperative center for antiques, rather than one larger shop, because they did not want to change the
interior of the old tomato cannery."
After starting the Antiques Center, they founded Maurice Browning, Inc., which had quarters in the
south end of the building to manufacture a "handsome line of better quality bath accessories." These
included shower curtains with an outside decorative fabric curtain combined with the inner waterproof
liner, which were sold at stores including Lord & Taylor.

[TET 10/30/1987]

[Daily Intelligencer 12/7/1977]

1964 - Tomato Factory Antiques Center
1962 - Bought canning factory from Reynold Dansberry
Renovations included: Enclosed east side receiving platform, finished 2nd floor north end
- Removed 2-story metal building addition at NW corner
- Added windows (south end)
- Removed SW side 2nd floor door (RR), removed dumbwaiter center south side wall
1964 - Started Tomato Factory Antiques Center
1981 - 12 shops
1983 - charming, converted cannery - two floors of country to formal antiques and collectables
1985 - 27 dealers
1987 - 20 dealers on two floors - Country, formal and oak furniture, copper, brass, early iron,
primitives, lamps, china, quilts, dolls, postdated and miniatures
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c1965 - Maurice Browning, Inc.
Maurice and Mary Ann Browning also started Maurice Browning, Inc. after the Antiques Center opened.
The company manufactured products at the Tomato Factory: "better line of bath accessories and table
linens including cotton shower curtains, wastebaskets, tissue boxes, and table cloths," and sold them to
"finer department stores and shops," including Lord & Taylor, through at least the 1960s.

[TET 7/21/1966]

[Chicago Tribune 7/17/1966]

Hopewell Valley History Project
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The Tomato Canning Process
The canning process and equipment used at the Hopewell Valley Canning Company, as described by
newspaper articles.

Tomato Packing Now At Height In Hopewell (1910)
Busy Scene at Plant Which Turns Out 290,000 Cans In a Season
[Trenton Evening Times 10/09/1910]
It would be difficult to picture a more animated scene than that at
the factory of the Hopewell Valley Canning Company, where the
packing season is at its height. All day long millions of red
tomatoes are carried to the Hopewell plant and in a brief time are
sealed in cans ready for the New York market which takes the
entire output through advances contract.
During one season at the factory turned out 290,000 cans and is
able to reach a daily average of 10,000 cans. Visitors from all parts
of the village and country call to witness the operatives work and
the happy social conversations that take place give no suggestion
of the tension that exists in modern places of toil. One could
imagine from the sight that a church committee was getting ready
to hold a supper.
Amid pleasant surroundings the employees work with wondrous
rapidity. Most of them are experts and have attained remarkable skill with the knife. One of the
number has a record for peeling three hundred and thirty quarts of tomatoes in a day. About fifty
women and girls are employed as peelers. Some of them drive long distances from the country and
others live in Hopewell and nearby.
This season lasts from the latter part of August until the arrival of the first frost and enables many of the
girls and women to get pin money. In the parlance of the operators, the crop is "done" after the first
frost. As the time is brief everything must be rushed while the opportunity offers. Stacked high outside
of the place is row after row of crates, filled with the toothsome vegetable, and all must be speedily
handled. To delay when the crop is ripe would mean serious loss. One crate after the other is carried to
a container where the tomatoes are washed and scalded until the skins are thoroughly clean and
rendered sufficiently tender to respond to the paring knife. When this has been accomplished they pass
through a funnel to a wooden measure and are then carried to the peeling department in quantities of
half a bushel.
The skins are quickly removed and they are then sent to young women who fill the cans to the top.
These in turn are passed to an employee who deals out the discs that are to serve as covers, each disc
having a ring of solder encircling its outer edge. A dozen of cans are then placed on a platform and
carried to twelve iron pointers, highly heated by gasoline burners. In unison the pointers descend and
describe a circle, fusing the solder and sealing the twelve cans in a fraction of a second. To prevent the
dangerous effect of a sudden thermal change, a small air hole is left in each cover.

Hopewell Valley History Project
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The next operation is to place the sealed cans in a steam bath, which brings the tomatoes to the cooking
point. Then the air hole is sealed by a drop of solder. When this has been done the goods are piled in
bins, accommodating many thousand cans. They are now ready for labeling, but this is not done until
the entire pack has been handled. Before freezing time comes the entire stock is boxed and sent to the
warehouse of the metropolitan concern.
Cleanliness is of paramount consideration in the factory. The woodwork of the tables and the
containers is scalded each day and before starting the operators are required to use cleansing solution
on hands and arms. A metal check is given to an operative every time she peels a measure of the
tomatoes. At the end of the week the checks are cashed. The canning company is composed mostly of
farmers and has been in operation about 20 years and is under the management of George Snowden.

Modern Machines At Canning Plant (1915)
New apparatus will greatly facilitate work at Hopewell tomato factory
[Trenton Evening Times, 08/22/1915]
New machinery of modern type has been installed in the canned
tomato canning factory in this place, which it is stated will greatly
reduce the cost of operation.
One of the new machines is for soldering cans. It will handle 35
cans of tomatoes per minute. After they leave the filling tables
they are placed on a revolving plate which feeds them to the
machine and after they are tightly closed they are passed to the
cooking machine. This addition is a great improvement over the
old system by which just 12 cans could be sealed a minute.
The other machine is a cooker, in which tomatoes are prepared in
about 10 minutes as against 30 minutes by the old system. That
cooking is done by steam.
The output of the plant last year was 241,000 cans, but due to the unfavorable weather this year the
officials of the company state that they do not expect to handle half that number. The entire output of
the factory is contracted for from year to year.
Every tomato is hand-packed by women, who have to conform to very strict sanitary rules.
The company distributes the seed among the farmers, which is an inducement to them to raise this
vegetable, and this year they have about 115 acres planted on the various farms throughout this
section. The company, of which Hervey Stout is president, has been very successful, financially, under
the supervision of George Snowden, who has been the superintendent for 22 years.

Hopewell Valley History Project
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Hopewell Valley Canning Company - Chronology (1892 - 1937)
Company Organized - 1892

3/1892 - Canning company organization meeting, decide to locate in or near Hopewell borough [Sims]
4/2/1892 - Hopewell Valley Canning Company founded, sixty stockholders [Sims]
- Capital stock $20,000, shares 400, par value $50; Start business with $5000, 100 shares, $50
- Approx. 60 shareholders - 30+ Hopewell, Pennington, Amwell, Woodsville, Skillman, Stoutsburg
- Officers: A. L. Holcombe president, J. Hervey Stout, vice-president.
J. M. Dalrymple, secretary, D. Webster Stout, treasurer.
Other directors William B. VanPelt, E. L. Vanzandt, Charles Sernberger
- George W. Snowden hired as superintendent, $50 a month
- Seven offers for site - purchase D. L. Blackwell site east of the hay press, one acre
- Shareholders pay for own seed - Paragon and Livingston Perfection tomatoes
- Mr. W. A. Poland, architect - "one two-story, 50 x 45 ft., with 16 ft. posts and peak roof,
and one one-story, 90 x 24 ft., with 8 ft. posts and sufficient platform room"
5/1892 - Bids from 3 building contractors - Wm. F. Drake, $2133 (lowest by ~$200) [Sims]
- Correspond with Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Company to extend side track 50 feet
6/1892 - Boiler from John E. Thropp and Son, of Trenton, $848 set up and bricked [Sims]
7/1892 - Bucklin can filler installed, $71.25 [Sims]
7/1892 - Order carload of Hem cap (tall type) Ginna cans
7/1892 - Order capping (soldering) irons for Ginna cans from the Niagara Stamping and Tool Co.
7/1892 - Insurance on factory buildings from John S. Van Dyke, $66 [Sims]
7/1892 - Pay peelers 3 1/2 cents per pail [Sims]
8/1892 - In operation - Paying $7 a ton in Aug., $6.50 in Sept., $6 in Oct. - must cart on springs [Sims]
8/1892 - David H. Hunt & Company wholesale fancy tomatoes, $1 / dozen on 2 1/2% commission

[TET 3/8/1892]

[HH 4/6/1892]

1893 - 1st Annual report [Sims]
86 acres planted and grown; Shareholders of 86 shares delivered tomatoes
Received 571 1/4 tons, packed 215,400 cans
376 cans to the ton = 5 1/3 lbs. ripe tomatoes to make one can of canned tomatoes
Costs: Factory $5,034, cans $6161, shooks (box material — sold to fanners as boxes) $950,
labels $389, tomatoes $3639
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1890s

1893 - Add capping machine and running filling machine by steam
1893 - Add apples - 614 cases, 14,880 cans, 300 cases sold at $1.05 per dozen, remainder $1.10 [Sims]
1893 - Packed 200,000 cans [NJ Ag. Board]
1894 - Dividend 5% on paid-up capital stock [Sims]
1894 - "Offal" tank on north side of factory for seed and juices, prevent polluting the brook [Sims]
Bin on west side for skins and other waste - pay to haul away
1895 - 3rd Annual report
- Received 793 tons 443 pounds tomatoes -> from 104 acres = 7 1/8 tons [253 pounds] per acre
- Packed equivalent 293,294 quart cans (266,948 quart + 8782 gallon) - ave. 370 cans per ton
- Farmers $5083, wages $4075 - gross profit $1324 -dividend 5% on capital stock
- Next year prices $7/ton before Sept. 15, $6 remainder
- 50 feet of canning room raised one story to make storeroom for empty cans
- Truckway built from B. & H.'s [Blackwell & Hill 1897] siding to second story front entrance
- Office expanded even with east side
1894, 1896 - Short on orders; 1898 smallest crop; 1900 product poor quality; 1902 crop shortage [Sims]
1897 - Also canning apples
1897 - Packed 225,000 qt. cans and 2,400 gal. cans - cost $4000, labor $4500 - tomato blighting in July
[ Titusville - 167,000 3-lb. cans tomatoes and 6000 3-pound cans pumpkin [NJ Ag. Board]
[ Hw Creamery - 5000 pounds of milk per day - pay average 85 cents per 100 pounds
1898 - Annual mtg. - Packed 140,500 cans; wages $2576, dividend 5%

1900s

1900 - Packed 201,300 cans
1901 - 9th Annual mtg - wages $3239
1902 - Set 90 acres, Received 324 tons, bad season, Packed 136,000 cans, wages $1656, farmers $2109
- Pennington 190 tons, paid $1334 - ave $7 / ton, pack 8700 cans [NJ Ag. Board]
1903 - Heavy indebtedness - mortgage property for bonds [Sims]
1905 - Purchase machinery from defunct Titusville Canning Co. - $75 [Kidder]
1905 - 13th Annual mtg - pay $8 / ton next year
1905 - Estate sale property of David L Blackwell - HVCC stock $1, bonds $11, $12, $13
1905 - Packed 179,000 cans 1905, prev year 144,000
1906 - J. Hervey Stout, President [Sims]
1906 - Received 460 tons, packed 170,000 cans, 5 1/2 tons per acre, paid $80 per ton [NJ Ag. Board]
1907 - Bought materials from sale of Ringoes Canning Company [Sims]
1907 - Wage increase - canners $1.25 per half day, peelers 3 1/2 cents per pail
1908 - 16th Annual mtg. - Bad weather - Packed 142,000 cans - labor $2937, farmers $3406
$1100 bonds paid off, balance $790 - payment $9 / ton next season

1910s (WW I)

1910 - Pay off outstanding bonds, lift mortgage on property [Sims]
1910 - Packs 290,000 cans / season - average 10,000 cans / day
Record peeling 330 quarts a day - 50 women and girls as peelers
1912 - Introduced sanitary can [Sims]
1913 - Increase wages for women to 15 cents / hour, and 4 cents / pail [Sims]
Mr. Snowden, superintendent, raised to $1,000 a year
1914 - Packed 243,000 No. 3 cans, $5149 farmers, $4623 wages, $2000 improv., div. 8% [HH Progress]
1915 - New soldering machine 35 cans / min. - cooker 10 vs 30 min. - co. distributes seed to farmers
1917 - Annual mtg, 12% dividend, $12 / ton for tomatoes
1917 - Pennington Canning Co. defunct - offer $7000 for entire concern - directors lose $700-800
1919 - Joseph B. Hill, President [Sims]
Hopewell Valley History Project
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1920s

1922 - Pay $15/ton = around $150 / acre, problem getting farmers to grow tomatoes
1923 - Sarah D. Stout estate - HVCC stock sold at $77.50 per share
1924 - Annual mtg - Severe hail storm - paid farmers $3861
1925 - Columbia Hall event - sixty tomato growers
1925 - Opened 33rd year - 40 hp Kirby engine - use exhaust steam for cooling
- employ 50 women and 13 men - to mid Oct
1927 - 35th Annual mtg - Received 352 tons, farmers $5287 - packed 184,953 cans - good year

1930s - Great Depression

1932 - Good year, close Sept. 30 - Pack over 300,000 cans - slightly inferior quality
1933 - Storm causes crop damage - beating rain and hard wind
1938 - Operated by Elmer A. Weart and Hervey S. Hill

[HH 9/5/1917]

[HH 9/5/1917]

[HH 3/4/1925]

[HH 9/28/1932]

[HH 8/30/1933]

[HH 3/7/1895]
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≡ 2 Somerset / Tomato Factory ≡
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