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1. Name of Property
historic name Mount Rose Olstillery
other names/site number =-28
=----'M"-'
-' E=---=2'-"'
5-=-9_ _ _ _ __ _ __ __ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
2. Location
street & number .41 miles west of Intersection of Mercer Co. 569 (Hopewell-Princeton Rd.) and Pennington-Rocky Hill Road.
not for publication .X.
city or town ~H~o~ew~e-'-11_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ vicinity -'-X-'--- - - - - - - state New Jersey
code NJ
county Mercer
code 021
zip code 08525
3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that-this..!_ nomination _ _ request
for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets
the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property£ meets _ _ does not meet the
National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant_ nationally_ statewide!._ locally. (_See
continuation sheet for additional comments )
-

(09/08/95)

(James F. Hall)
Signature of c

Assistan

Natural & Historic Resources/DSHPO

State or FedE!
In my opinion, the property_ meets_ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( _ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title

Date

State or Federal aoencv and bureau

I. National Park Service' Certification
hereby certify that this property is:
__ entered in the National Register
_(See continuation sheet).
__ determined eligible for the
National Register
_(See continuation sheet).
__ determined not eligible for the
National Register.
_removed from the National Register
_

other (explain: _ _ _ _ _ __

Signature of Keeper

Date of Action

Mounl

Rose Distil:ery

Mercer County New Jersey
Counly and State

Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)
_xprivate
public-local
_
public-State
_
public-Federal
~

Category of Property
(Check only one Box)
building(s)
district
..X. site
structure
_object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the
count)

_

Contributing
Noncontributing
_ _ ....:1:.....-_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ buildings

1

8

snes

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ structures
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ objects

_ _9_ _ _ ____l____ Total
Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

None

NIA

6. Function or Use
Historic Function

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

(Enter categories from instructions)

Cat Commerce/Trade= Business
Aqriculture/Subsistance = Processing
Industry/Processing = Processing

Sub: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Vacant/Not in Use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation _ B~n~·c-k_ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
walls ----=B"-'nc.·c
:. ::..:.ko......_ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ __

mid-nineteenth centu ry
roof - - - - =S=la"-'t=e_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __
other _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

see continuation sheets 1-5

Mount Rose Distillery

Mercer County. New Jersey

Name of Property

County and Slate

8. Statement ot Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

Areas of Significance

(Mark "x" in one or more places for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

A

__B

__c

(Enter categories from instructions)

Industry
Archaeology - Non-Aboriginal Historic
- Engineering

Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.
Property is associated with the lives of persons significant
in our past
Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period,
or method of construction represents the work of a master,
or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual
distinction.
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in
prehistory or history.

Period of Significance
1840-1920's

Criteria Considerations
N/ A
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

_ _A

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

_ _B

removed from its original location.

__c

a birthplace or a grave.

_ _D

a cemetery

_ _E

a reconstructed building, object.or structure.

_ _F

a commemorative property.

_ _G

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within
the past 50 years.

Significant Dates

1850's (construction of "W hisky House")

Significant Person
N/A
Cultural Affiliation

Euro-American

Architect/Builder

Randall Drake, Andrew 8 . Drake, Charles and
Noah Stout

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

see continuation sheets 6-11

see continuation sheets 12-13

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS)

N/ A

preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested.
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # _ _ _ __
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # _ _ __

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_Federal agency
JL Local government
_ University
Other
Name of repository:

Hopewell Township Historic Preservation
Commission

Mounl Rose Distillery

Mercer Countv. New Jersey

Name ot Property

County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage

of

Property

13

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting
1 ..1§_ 521520

Northing
4468333

2 -- ---- - - - -

a

rox

-tle:r,:ew¢bjl, _

~t'e'0ft , Princeton

~~~ ~

Quads

'

Zone Easting Northing
3
4
__ see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) see c:Qntinuation sheet 14
Boundary Justification
.
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) see continuation sheet 14

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Jessica Neuwirth, Pdncipal Investigator. James Harmon. Senior Archaeologist and Wallace Haviland

organization Richard Grubb & Associates Inc.
date February 1O. 1995
street & number 66 North Main Street
telephone __..{60
= 9...)'""'6"'5""5-06'""""-"'92"'__
- _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
city or town ~C~ra~n~b~u_ry~------------- state ~ N=J_ _ _ _ zip code =
0=
8 5 = - - 1 ~ - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - -- --

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

Rocktown Partnership

name _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
street & number __7
'-'-9_5_

P_a_r_k_:1o_;_a....y_A_v_e_n_ u_e_;;,_S_u_1_·t_ e_ A_3________

telephone _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

city or town _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ zip code _08618
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
T r_e_n_t_o_n_,____________________ state _ _NJ

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement This information is being collected for applications to the National Register ol Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list
properties, and lo amend existing listings. Response lo this request is required lo obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Esllmalad Burden Slat2lnent: Public: reporting burden for this form is estimated lo average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and
r811iewing the lam. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Se111ices Division, National Park Sen,ice, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 2001~7127; and
the Office of Management and Budge~ Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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The Mount Rose Distillery site is an abandoned rural/industrial site, which contains artifact deposits and features
associated with a nineteenth century apple cider manufacturing and distilling operation. A single partially ruined
structure, the Whiskey House (Feature 9), is located near the northwest comer of the site. All other structures on
the site have either collapsed or been demolished. Dense stands of trees and understory brush have covered the entire
site since the period of significant activity. This regrowth is fortuitous in that it has served to conceal the site from
passers-by, thus protecting it from artifact collectors and other vectors of disturbance.

1. Present condition of the site and it's setting:
The Mount Rose Distillery site is located in a semi-rural area of Hopewell Township, Mercer County. An eighteenth
century farmhouse, currently in use as a residence, is located immediately across the Mount Rose-Pennington Road
from the northern edge of the site. Relatively low levels of ne~ construction in the area have left the site's
surroundings largely unmodified since the period of original use. ·

2. Natural features that contributed to the selection of location for significant activity:
Both the site's regional and immediate location were affected by natural features and resources present within the
area. The site is located within the Triassic lowlands portion of the Piedmont Physiographic Province (Wolfe 1977).
Bedrock formations in this area consist largely of sandstone, basalt, and diabase bedrock of Jurassic and Triassic
origin. These formations are overlain by varying depths of glacial moraine and drift soils of Wisconsonian age
(Tedrow 1986). Soils within this area consist of silt loams within the Neshaminy-Mount Lucas-Lehigh association
(Jablonski 1972). These soils tend to be stony and are moderately well drained.
The combination of local climate and soil type in the region induced apple and other orchard crop farming during
the period of significant activity at the Mount Rose site. Locally available sourc.es of apples for the distillery was an
important factor in selection of location for the site.

In addition to the site's regional location, hydrological resources present within the area influenced selection of
location. A small drainage (a headwater tributary of Honey Brook), partially dammed by the builders of the Mount
Rose Distillery, bisects the site. A natural spring surfaces in two locations on the site (Feature 7 and an unnumbered
pit feature). Both the spring and the drainage were extensively modified by the builders of the Mount Rose Distillery.
An abundant source of fresh water was an integral part of both the manufacture of cider and its distillation into
brandy, spirits, or "applejack" (Weiss 1954). It appears that the spring and drainage were modified to enhance the
efficiency of the distillery operation. The layout of structure-associated features within the site reflects these
modifications.
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3. Natural features that characterized the site at time of significant activity: vegetation, topography, etc.:
The topography and natural features in the area surrounding the Mount Rose Distillery site have been largely
unmodified since the period of significant activity. The site is in an area of low, rolling topography largely dedicated
to farming and residential use. Flowing water was probably present during significant activity in the tributary of
Honey Creek that bisects the site.
Vegetation patterns within the site at the time of significant activity are more problematic. The site was undoubtedly
more open than it is at the present. Current average size of trees on the site is approximately 12 inches in diameter,
showing secondary growth. At least two extant trees, outstanding for their large size, were present during the period
of significant activity. These trees are depicted on the site map.
The necessity for an abundant source of fuel for the distillery operation shows probable extensive use of locally
available trees for firewood, probably resulting in clearing of the areas surrounding the site. Some coal is scattered
on the site's surface, although no major surface concentrations of this fuel source were noted. It is probable that a
mix of imported coal and locally available wood was used to fuel the distillery.
4. Any cultural remains or other manmade evidence of the significant activity:
As discussed, the site is abandoned at the present time. An intensive program of vegetation removal was conducted

by members of the Avocational Certification Program of the Archaeological Society of New Jersey prior to mapping
of the site. Removal of vegetation revealed the presence of major features directly associated with the distillery
operation, three pits or depressions of unknown function and association, and a low to moderate density scatter of
surface artifacts. The location of all features is depicted on the site map.
Feature 1 consists of a small depression partially lined with unfaced fieldstone boulders. This rectangular feature
measures approximately 10 feet by 8 feet and is located near the northeast comer of the site adjacent to a two-track
wagon road (Feature 3). Feature 1 may comprise remnants of a small structure of unknown function.
Feature 2 consists of a large, roughly rectangular platform foundation. The foundation is constructed of earth and
large, semi-faced fieldstone boulders. The foundation is 12 inches to 18 inches above the surrounding ground
surface, and measures approximately 30 feet by 12 feet. The function of the original structure is unknown, but its
large size and location adjacent to the road (Feature 3) suggest possible storage of the products of the distillery
operation.
Feature 3 consists of a two-track wagon road located at the eastern edge of the site. This road enters the site at the
northeastern comer of the site and crosses the tributary of Honey Brook that forms the site's southern boundary.
This road is a maximum of 10 feet wide and is deeply rutted. The road's placement within the site provides easy

,-t
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access to three major structural features on the site (Nos. 2, 4, and 5), strongly suggesting use both for delivery of
raw materials for the operation and pick up of finished products.
Feature 4 consists of a large, complex foundation that has been partially disturbed by removal of foundation materials
and dumping of modem demolition debris. The feature is roughly rectangular in shape and measures approximately
50 feet by 15 feet. Like Feature 2, the foundation is constructed of earth and semi- faced fieldstone. Feature 4
differs from Feature 2 in that it is divided into at least two rooms indicated by faced stone divisions. A 6 foot by 8
foot brick platform with protruding rebar stakes is present at the southwestern comer of the feature. Relatively high
densities of coal and coal ash are present in this immediate area.
The layout of Feature 4 suggests that it was most probably the location of the actual still at the site. The brick
platform at the southwest comer shows evidence of burning, and the rebar remnants are constructed in a way that
suggests supports for a still or boiler. The function of multiple rooms within this structure remains problematic.
Feature 5 consists of the remnants of the largest, and perhaps most complex structure at the site. The feature consists
of four components. Three of these components are adjacent cellar holes that have been partially filled by soil
slumping and silting. These cellar holes are partially li~ed with large, semi-faced or unmodified fieldstone cobbles
and boulders. A large pile of this building material is present in the central portion of the feature. These components
form a single structure measuring approximately 66 feet by 30 feet. The northern end of the feature occupies a slight
topographic rise on the site, creating a slope to the south within the structure.
The fourth component of Feature 5 consists of an approximately two foot wide trench that extends from .the southern
end of the structure, a distance of35 feet to the tributary of Honey Brook at the southern edge of the site. The
drainage trench is entirely manmade, and appears to have been hand excavated due to variation in width and depth
along its length.
The function ofFeature 5 has not been conclusively determined, but its layout and location within the site suggests
that it is the location of the cider press operation. The feature's topographic variation, drainage arrangement, and
location adjacent to Feature 7 suggest a hydraulically powered pressing operation.
Feature 6 is the least complex of the structural remnants at the site, but due to its central function, may have been
one of the most important. It consists of the ruins of a small dam located in the tributary to Honey Brook. The dam
is constructed oflarge, unmodified fieldstone boulders, and is entirely dry laid. Feature 6 is approximately 10 feet
by 5 feet wide.
Feature 7 consists of a manmade drainage and possible holding pond located west of Features 2 and 5. It appears
that a natural spring head at the northern end of Feature 7 was enlarged through excavation. Additional excavation
created a short drainage that ends in a shallow basin approximately 60 feet tQ the south. This basin is adjacent to
the northern end of Feature 5. Total size of Feature 7 is approximately 80 feet by 20 feet in maximum dimension.
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Remnant oak planking is present at the northern and southern ends of the feature. Although fragmentary, this
planking suggests a possible lining for the feature.
Feature 7 appears to have functioned as a water supply mechanism for activities conducted within Features 4 and
5. Given the relative locations of the three features, it appears probable that a subsurface conduit or pipe may be
present between the southern end of Feature 7 and the northern end of Feature 5.
Feature 8 consists of the collapsed ruins of a modem structure built on the site after the period of significant activity
but prior to the abandonment of all structures on the site. Construction materials within the feature consist of saw
cut two-by-four beams, wire nails, and corrugated, galvanized iron sheeting. Feature 8 measures 25 feet by 20 feet.
Feature 9 consists of a partially ruined brick building that is the only extant structure on the site. The building is
constructed in two stories of masonry and brick, with a slate roof The structure measures 25 feet by 15 feet.
Feature 9 is colloquially known as the Whiskey House, and apparently functioned as an office for the distillery
operation. Additional functional and structural information was not collected due to safety hazards created by the
unsupported, partially ruined walls of the structure.

In addition to the structural features discussed above, two pit features were discovered within the site boundaries.
The location of these features is depicted on the site map. These features range in size from 8 feet by 5 feet to 12
feet by 8 feet. Although the function of these features is undetermined, they all contained some standing water, and
the largest appeared to be perennially wet. It is possible that these features were excavated as soundings for wells.
Low to moderate density scatters of surface artifacts are present within the site. The highest density is present within
the areas of Features 4, 5, and 7, although some artifacts are present throughout the site. Some of the more
ubiquitous artifacts consisted of metal implements, white earthenware sherds and flat glass fragments. A milk bottle
and ink well were also noted.
5. Type and degree of alterations (disturbance) and their impact on integrity:
The Mount Rose Distillery site has undergone several modifications and processes that have impacted on its historic
integrity. These include: abandonment and subsequent decay of structures, demolition or partial demolition of
structures, construction post-dating the period of significance, use of the site for disposal of non-associated
demolition debris, removal of artifacts, and salvage of building material from structures.
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6. &planation ofhow the current physical environment and remains of the site reflect the period and associations
for which the site is significant:
Despite the disturbance to the site, overall integrity appears to be high. The archaeological features and deposits are
a well-preserved record of the physical layout and technology of a nineteenth century semi-rural distillery operation.
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The Mount Rose Distillery complex and archaeological site is a surviving remnant of a commercial rural enterprise
dating to the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. As such, the changes in construction, organization, and
operation of this distillery over the decades mirrors changes in rural lifeways that were crucial to the industrial and
urban growth of the United States. From small commercial ventures, like this distillery, came local rural markets
based on barter and sale of agricultural products. These markets fueled the creation of regional and national markets
and provided the agricultural base for the industrial revolution.
Mount Rose and its distillery also formed a central meeting place for the local market. Apples grown both by the
distillery proprietors and by other farmers were transformed into high priced and easily transported hard cider. The
distillery thus served as an outlet for the sale of orchard products, and as a barter entre-pot for other products in
return for cider and apple jack. The distillery, in tum, was connected to New Jersey and Pennsylvania city markets
through the distribution of cider to various taverns and general stores.
Mount Rose, by virtue ofits distillery, served as a small, unincorporated village. These central places, unique to the
Mid-Atlantic region, did not act as towns in the traditional sense of the New England region, nor did settlement of
the New Jersey hinterlands develop into nucleated settlements. Yet the presence of these places which served limited
trade and service functions indicates that Mid-Atlantic settlement did not follow the dispersed southern states pattern
either. The nature and function of these central places is poorly understood by scholars. The Mount Rose Distillery
and its operations would shed much light on the structure and development of one such settlement. This site, and
the economic activities associated with the distillery, are an important part of what defined the nature of these
settlements, and why this settlement survived over the years while others did not.
The Mount Rose Distillery site thus is deemed to be significant under Criteria D in that this site has potential to
contribute to knowledge of the history, archaeology, and settlement ofNew Jersey.

Commercialism/Agricultural Development. The role of small crossroad settlements in New Jersey and the rural
commercial enterprises that flourished in those settlements, in the regional and national industrial revolution has come
to the fore in recent scholarship on the development of capitalism. Scholars have identified the growth of local barter
and cash economies in rural settings in New England, New Jersey, Upstate New York, and Pennsylvania in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. These markets established an economy, often called the moral economy, in
regions beyond easy travel to urban centers, one step removed from subsistence agriculture. These markets operated
through networks of kin and neighbors who supported commercial ventures as well as serving as primary customers
for products and local markets and were often tied, through kinship, to markets in nearby cities. These markets
served not only to broaden available products, but also increased the ways farmers could make a livelihood. The
local economy gathered up and distributed products that ultimately could be shipped to more distant markets. It is
this last venture that helped to catapult cities like Philadelphia and New York into financial and industrial centers.
The necessary suppliers of agricultural produce and, equally important, the necessary consumers of products, were
found in these rural areas that had moved beyond subsistence to limited participation in the market economy.
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The Mount Rose Distillery, as part of a growing range of rural commercial ventures, quite clearly had a place in the
development oflocal and bridging markets. Ultimately, the distillery, and the industry it was part of, played a role
in bringing many smaller rural markets into the consumer and industrial revolution of the nineteenth century. The
history of apple jack production, beginning as a folk foodway and ending as a noted New Jersey enterprise, mirrors
the spread of commercialism.

Historical Development of Mount Rose. Mount Rose is a small crossroads settlement located in Hopewell
Township, Mercer County, New Jersey. The Hopewell Tract (31,000 acres) out of which Hopewell Township was
formed, is mentioned as early as 1707 when it was re-surveyed for Dr. Daniel Coxe, who had purchased the land in
1685. The Hopewell Tract was settled by people who purchased land from Coxe. These early settlers came mostly
from Long Island and other parts of New Jersey rather than Europe, and most were second or third generation
"Americans." Ethnically, they were a mixture of English, Scots, Dutch, and French. Some were Quakers and Baptists,
but the majority were Episcopalians and Presbyterians. By 1700 there were enough residents that a petition for
township status was granted.
·
Originally, Hopewell Township was a part of Burlington County. In 1714 it was set off to Hunterdon ~aunty. When
Mercer County was incorporated in 1838, part of Hopewell became Marion Township which was incorporated into
the newly formed county. The following year, Hopewell replaced Marion, and the township was transferred to
Mercer County. By 1845, the entire township was inside the borders of Mercer County, although several parts of
the township were later allotted to Pennington and Hopewell boroughs.
Agriculture was the primary economic pursuit in Mercer County. The farms of Mercer County and neighboring
Hunterdon County grew primarily fruits and grains. Important crops were wheat, corn, oats, hay, potatoes, apples,
and peaches. Settlement consisted of scattered farms with central crossroads communities that acted as gathering
places for the local farmers. These settlements would often consist of a general store, a tavern, and several small
industries such as a distillery, mills, wheelwrights, and blacksmiths, upon which the inhabitants depended for certain
services. These crossroad settlements also served as local markets and shipping centers from which the farmers could
sell or transport their produce.
Mount Rose's development as a crossroads settlement began in the first quarter of the nineteenth century. Upon
Andrew Blackwell's death in 1818, the 166 acre Blackwell farm was sold off in smaller parcels. Robert Stout bought
one of these lots, and between 1820 and 1822 he opened the first general store in the area. John Savidge opened a
second store around 1830. Soon after Stout opened his store, the community began to grow and develop. Sometime
between 1820 and 1824 the first schoolhouse was built, and around 1830 the Ichabod Smith Leigh mansion was built.
This mansion, which was later owned by the mayor of Brooklyn, became a haven to wealthy New York residents
who "escaped" to the countryside ofNew Jersey. In 1835, a hotel was built by Alexander Waters and many of these
urbanites resided there.
The next several decades saw growth due to this influx of wealthy renters and part-time residents from the city.
During this period, Mount Rose consisted of a post office, a shoemaker, a shoe shop, John Savidge's general store,
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a wheelwright, a harness maker, a blacksmith, a tavern, and a distillery. Later, the settlement also boasted a saw mill,
a carpenter, a dress maker, and a second distillery. Throughout the nineteenth century Mount Rose continued to
grow and develop, in a similar manner to many other such crossroads communities throughout central New Jersey.

History of the Mount Rose Distillery. Hopewell Township has a history of cider distilleries embedded in the
history of the families that lived in the Mount Rose area. Long time resident families, the Drakes and the Stouts,
were involved with the operation of two distilleries in Hopewell Township; the large operation at Mount Rose, which
was active from the l 840's through the l 920's, and a smaller operation at nearby Woodsville which operated from
1876 to the 1930's. A complicated network of kinship, stretching back into the late l 700's, underlay the operation
and development of these distilleries. Tavern owner Benjamin Blackwell operated a still in Columbia at the tum of
the eighteenth century. Blackwell grew up near the site of the Mount Rose Distillery, and his nephew, Andrew
Drake, bought the Mount Rose property in 1825. Andrew's brother Randall Drake rented and then bought the
property in 1840, and was the first known distiller at Mount Rose (Randall's 1852 estate inventory mentions a cider
and still house). Andrew B. Drake formed a partnership with Charles and Noah Stout and records survive which
indicate that the Stouts and Drakes provided apples and finished apple jack to each other over the years (Weiss
1954:162-166). It is likely that the combined resources of these men enabled the building of the brick structure of
the Mount Rose Distillery which still stands today. The distillery also formed a point of entrance into the local
economy for cash derived from sales to taverns and other customers. Randall Drake's inventory suggests that he
was a creditor to Reuben Savidge, the storekeeper at Mount Rose, and to the trustees of the Presbyterian church.
Andrew and Randall Drake's nephews, Theodore Reed and Natty Drake, operated the distillery in succession until
Natty's death in 1908. The property then passed to George Savidge, a Drake in-law, who distilled apple jack until
the 1920's. Over the years a horse drawn apple press was replaced by steam powered presses, and the buildings
housing different distilling operations multiplied. A powerful network of kinship assisted in the production,
commercialization, and distribution of cider and apple jack, in a time when few roads, banks, or chambers of
commerce existed to facilitate such developments in small, local enterprises. Benjamin Blackwell's grandson, Noah
Drake, owned and operated the distillery at Woodsville, and various Blackwell relatives owned taverns in Trenton
and Hopewell. The history of the Mount Rose Distillery thus represents a broader history of rural economic
development, the power of the moral economy, and kin networks in the growth of minor industry. The Mount Rose
Distillery clearly fueled the local economy by providing an outlet for the barter and sale of orchard products, and an
inlet for currency, something rare in agrarian economies. Connections made, through kin, to distant city markets
were yet another benefit of the distilling enterprise.

Settlement Pattern. Much has been made of New Jersey's geographic position in the transitional zone between
New England and the Chesapeake Bay region, and halfway between Philadelphia and New York City. Lying at the
juncture of these different cultural and physiographic boundaries, New Jersey has always seemed to be an unusual
mix of northern and southern cultural and settlement patterns. Settlement in New Jersey remained dispersed along
rivers, navigable streams, and shore lines, and dotted the land bound hinterlands. However, unlike southern
settlement, which remained dispersed along drainages and did not develop significant towns or cities, New Jersey
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did develop many small central places often marked by a store, or a mill, the occasional school and church. Also,
unlike the southern states, New Jersey did not succeed in finding a staple crop or developing a lucrative overseas
trade upon which to base the economy. The presence of towns and the lack of sufficiently suitable climate and soils
to produce staples such as cotton or tobacco might indicate a similarity to New England settlement had New
Jerseyans clustered more tightly around their settlements, and had those settlements developed as service,
administrative, commercial, and cultural centers. Instead, New Jersey's settlement pattern remained dispersed around
tiny crossroads centers. It is the nature of these small communities, and their relationship to Philadelphia, New York
City, and other cities, as well as the hinterland, that continues to elude scholars.
New Jersey's unique position between Philadelphia and New York City only complicated the picture of economic
and settlement pattern. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, New Jersey served as a hinterland to these cities
whose economic policies often served to cut New Jersey out of extensive foreign and national trade. With early
difficulties in securing a legal port of entry, New Jersey ultimately funneled much of its produce through Philadelphia
and New York. This reinforced a settlement pattern of few large administrative and service oriented towns, and
many small way stations which served to collect the produce of the farm lands. New Jersey remained a hinterland,
and given the difficulties in transportation, developed intense local markets, many small settlements, and small
industries based on refinement of agricultural products. The coming of the transportation and communication
revolution in the nineteenth century opened up large areas of New Jersey to city markets, providing an outlet for
produced goods and a source for obtaining manufactured goods. During this transitional phase, as commercialization
spread through rural market networks, some older central places thrived and became centers of trade, while others
did not. Mount Rose and its distillery survived these changes to continue to produce and sell apple jack up until the
1920's.
The issue of why certain settlements survived and grew when local industry commercialized, and roads and canals
eased transportation to markets, and why other settlements disappeared is crucial to understanding New Jersey's
settlement pattern. Mount Rose Distillery is an important piece of the puzzle surrounding the direction New Jersey
settlement pattern took following the encroachment of the commercial revolution into the rural hinterland. Further
exploration of the distillery and its relationship to the village of Mount Rose and the surrounding farm lands has great
potential to shed light on these issues of the unique New Jersey settlement pattern.
Unique Folk Foodways. In much the same way that Kentucky is known for its Bourbon, New Jersey was known
for the production of Apple Jack; distilled apple cider or apple whiskey. Apple Jack is considered to be a unique and
distinctive New Jersey folk foodway which gave rise to associated folk speech. The term Apple Jack itself is specific
to New Jersey, as is the term "apple palsy", the condition of having drunk too much apple jack. Apple jack also
earned a place among folk medicines as a remedy for common colds. New Jersey tradition and academic scholarship
maintains that the history of apple jack brewing as a folk foodway began when European colonists first settled in New
Jersey. Most Europeans of the time considered water unsafe to drink (as it often was, given the nature of waste
disposal) and various brewed beers and malts were more regularly drunk. When the soils of the Mid-Atlantic region
proved to be mediocre wheat producers, yet were able to produce a bountiful fiuit harvest, the shift from grain
beverages to ciders and brandies commenced. By the early l 700's, hard cider was brewed across New Jersey, and
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remained the drink of preference in rural districts long after Scotch-Irish immigrants began the distillation of whiskey
from com and rye (Cohen 1983:177-179; Weiss 1954:9-58).
Applejack was first produced in stills or barrels on farms across New Jersey at least as early as the first quarter of
the eighteenth century. Farmers grew their own apples and accepted the produce of neighbors. Over the years the
industry grew, as did the methods, recipes, and available tools. Instructions for making cider and apple jack appeared
in early nineteenth century publications and newspapers. So apple jack production moved from a local practice into
the realm of commercial venture as the necessary tools and knowledge to distill became part of popular literature of
the day. Indeed, the Gazetteer ofNew Jersey, published by Thomas F. Gordon in 1834, lists 388 cider distilleries
serving 320,823 residents ofNew Jersey. No similar figures are available for later years, although estimated gallons
of apple and other fruit brandies are available in tax records. In 1875, approximately 139,159 gallons were produced,
and in 1897, 150,81.7 gallons. Tax records do not record the amounts of applejack produced during prohibition,
but the 1936 figure of 362,457 gallons seems to indicate that production remained'.quite healthy over the years.
Apple jack production remained a successful commercial enterprise well into the 1940'~ before succumbing to rising
prices of cider apples and the intrusions of mass produced and distributed beverages_(Weiss 1954:59-89).
Apple jack is not simply a New Jersey folk foodway which spawned folk speech and folk medicine. The changes in
applejack production, typified in the development of the Mount Rose Distillery, mirror the adaptation of folkways
in the growth of commerce and consumerism in New Jersey. Sandwiched between New York City and Philadelphia,
New Jersey did not develop as a center of finance and trade, but as a supplier of agricultural and industrial goods to
these places. In the rural hinterlands of New Jersey, where vegetable farming was impractical, numerous methods
of converting perishables into durable staples spawned large numbers of mills and distilleries. These enterprises
began as local services (and occupied roles within local folkways) but were easily adapted int_o commercial ventures.
As folkways became commercialized, oral traditions concerning distilling ( or milling) were replaced by a vocal
agricultural press which disseminated the information necessary to operate successfully. Extended kinship networks
were pressed into service to ensure a broad distribution of goods, and the resulting cash enabled the growth of
distillery and mill complexes. Many of these enterprises mechanized over the years and remained viable until roads,
automobiles and mass production and distribution created the broad based popular culture of the present day.
The Potential for Future Research. At the present time, the Mount Rose Distillery site is abandoned. As discussed

in the site description, there are large surface features and one extant structure present within the defined site
boundaries. hnpacts to the site through time have been limited. At present, there is no evidence to indicate plowing
or other large scale mechanical disturbance to the site.
On the basis of surface features, the site appears to have a high potential for well preserved subsurface features
and/or artifact deposits. There is a high probability for the presence of subsurface water lines or viaduct connections
between the structural features directly associated with the distillery operation during the period of significance.
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Overall, the surface integrity of the Mount Rose Distillery site appears to be high. The archaeological potential of
the site lies in its ability to contribute new data concerning the physical operation of rural distillery sites. The
relatively long term operations at the site will allow examination of change in the production of distilled products
through time.
Further interpretive potential of the Mount Rose Distillery site lies in examination of documentary sources.
Questions of settlement pattern and rural economic development can be addressed through the study of the distillery,
the families that operated the enterprise, the relationship of the distillery to the village of Mount Rose, and the
neighboring farmsteads. Scholars will be better able to define the nature of a New Jersey village, and will be able
to trace the growth of a commercial venture in relation to the industrialization and modernization of urban
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York. The conversion of folk foodways into a commercial enterprise is yet
another avenue of research that can be explored through examination of documentary records.
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1. Verbal boundary description:
The abandoned semi-rural nature of the Mount Rose Distillery site and its location in a larger parcel leaves the site
without a legally defined boundary or street address. The area of the site was defined during the course of an
archaeological survey and vegetation clearing project and a detailed site map was prepared. In addition, the site's
location is depicted on a section of the Pennington and Princeton 7.5 minute U.S.G.S. topographic quadrangles, and
on a series of historic maps covering the period of significant activity.
The northeastern comer of the site is located at the southern edge of the Pennington-Rocky Hill Road at a point .44
miles (2320 feet) east of the intersection of the Pennington-Rocky Hill Road with County Route 569. At this point,
the northern site boundary extends a distance of 105.3 yards (316 feet) along the southern edge of the PenningtonRocky Hill Road to the northwestern comer of the site.
At the northwestern comer of the site, the boundary turns to a bearing of 180 degrees south of magnetic north,
continuing a distance of26.6 yards-(80 feet) to the southeastern comer of the site.
At the southeastern comer of the site, the boundary turns to a bearing of 90 degrees east of magnetic north,
continuing a distance of 26.6 yards (80 feet) to a headwater tributary of Honey Brook that forms a natural
topographic boundary for the southern edge of the site.
The site boundary parallels the same drainage for a distance of 86 yards (258 feet) in a southeasterly direction to the
southeastern comer of the site.
At the southeastern comer, the boundary turns north to a bearing of IO degrees east of magnetic north. The
boundary extends in this direction 45.6 yards (137 feet), where it turns to a bearing of 15 degrees east of magnetic
north. The boundary continues in this direction 3 5. 6 yards ( 107 feet) to the northwestern comer of the site.

2. Boundary justification:
Boundaries were determined during the course of survey work conducted on the site by members of the Avocational
Certification Program of the Archaeological Society of New Jersey. This work consisted of clearing of vegetation
and mapping structural features within the site.
The boundary at the northern edge of the site was established at the edge of Pennington-Rocky Hill Road, an historic
roadway present since the period of significance for the site. The western and eastern boundaries of the site were
established by visual observation of surface disturbances and structural features. The southern edge of the site was
established at the tributary to Honey Brook that forms a natural topographic boundary. No surface artifacts or
features associated with the site were observed on the southern side of this drainage, although it is crossed by an
extension of Feature 3, a two-track wagon road present at the eastern edge of the site.
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Feature 2, overview, looking east.

Plate 3:

Feature 3, overview, looking south.
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Feature 4, overview, looking southwest.
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Feature 4, overview, looking west.
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Feature 5, overview, looking southeast.
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Feature 5, overview, looking northwest
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Feature 6, overview, looking north.
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Feature 7, overview, looking south.
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Feature 7, overview, looking northwest.
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Feature 9, overview, looking southwest.
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