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FOREWORD 

■ This book is neither prologue nor epilogue. A history of the earth 
is geology; a narrative of man is history. In this book we are interested 
primarily in history, but no one knows when man first came to the 
area which today we call Mercer County. Moreover, the white man 
did not first reach here in 1664. There were others here ahead of the 
English settlers, but there must be a start at some point in the chrono
logical scale, and 1664 is probably as good a point as any. 

As for the end -? It is nowhere in sight. We believe that there is 
no end. Based on our 300 years of history, we have tried to look for
ward, but raising the mist that bars our view of the future is very 
difficult. However, the little that we can see looks beautiful and bright 
for future inhabitants of Mercer County. 

Mercer County - Tercentenary - 1664-1964 is the major project 
of the Mercer County Tercentenary Commission, and it is intended 
to be an enduring milestone to mark the 300th Anniversary of New 
Jersey and its component parts, especially Mercer County. 

Because of the extensive research required, it likely seems longer 
to us who wrote it than to those who will read it. Regardless of its 
length, it only scratches the surface of the history of our County. 
Perhaps some future historian at the 350th or 400th Anniversary 
of the State will find it valuable as a reference and will expand its 
present content, as well as add fifty or one hundred years more of 
history. 

We are aware of some discrepancies in dates, names, and where
abouts. When we found such discrepancies, we tried to go back to • 
original sources; but where these were not available, we tried to use 
the most authoritative reference matter that could be found. 

Albert Neroni 
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To Edward S. Delong of Princeton University and 
his assistant, Mrs. Dorothy Lupichuk, who graciously 
searched through their picture files to give us illustra
tions of those scenes which we wished to depict pertain
ing to Princeton University and its related buildings, 
programs and people, we express our appreciation. 

To the Greater Trenton Chamber of Commerce, the 
Trenton magazine, and the Princeton Chamber of 
Commerce who helped us, we say thank you. 

To scores of individuals in our schools, industries, 
associations, retail outlets, and business houses who 
verified data for us, who supplied pictures, and who 
contributed substantially with facts and suggestions, 
we are indebted. 

A special word of gratitude is extended by all of us 
to our advertisers, the New Jersey State Junior Cham
ber of Commerce, and our donors for providing most 
of the funds required to publish .this book. 

Valuable help also came from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service; Samuel 
Chamberlain, Marblehead, Massachusetts; and the 
New Jersey Bell Telephone Company. 

To all we say thank you - for your words, your 
pictures, your counsel, your aid, your leads, your 
encouragement. Albert Neroni 
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Mercer County Courthouse 

In /838, when our great grandfathers strolled along in stove-pipe hats and their ladies 
wore bustles and long "dust-catcher" skirts, Trenton was a busy city of about six thousand 
people. But in that year its residents had become citizens of a new county. Mercer County 
was created from portions of Hunterdon, Burlington, Middlesex, and Somerset Counties. 

To house the new county's government, an imposing building in the neo-classio style 
with Corinthian columns was erected at the corner of South Broad and Market Streets, a 
section then called Mill Hill. It cost about $60 thousand. Two other, small buildings joined 
it: the office of the County Clerk, and an office for the Surrogate. In 1863 ll jail was built 
behind the courthouse, but in 1912 a larger and more secure prison building repliiced it. 

The cornerstone of a new courthouse was laid on May 14, 1902. Jt has no Corinthian 
columns, but it is much larger, pnd has been re-done in recent years. Adjoining it stands 
the five-floor annex built in 1938. 
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fl onora/,/e Richard 1. Hughes 
(iovem or, State of New Jersey 

AICtiAFIO J. HUGtu:s 

Dear Friends: 

ST.ATJ! Ol?' Nr:-w JERSEY 

OFFICE 01" THE GOVERSOR 

T NE:N TON 

It was ·with pleasure that I learned of the plans 
of the Mercer County Tercentenary Com:nission to publish 
this book commemorating our 300th anniversary. 

An effort of this type goes far in stimulating an 
increased awa renes s among the people of the great history 
and fine traditions of New Jersey i n general and Mercer 
County in particular. We have much of which we can be proud, 
and I am confident that this book will help set a high stand
ard of civic pride. 

October, 1964 

~J~ 
GOVERNOR 

NEW JUSBY ~ TBRC ...... ,..,.., 

1864 · 1964 

X.Y 
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MERCER COUNTY, created in 1838, is located along 
the Delaware River in the center ·of New Jersey in a 
direct line between New York and Philadelphia. l\':Jmed 
for General Hugh Mercer, killed in the Boule of Prince• 
ton. it is famous for china. steel, wire cables, 1urbmes, 
electrical equipment and cigars. Trenton is the New 
Jersey Capital and Mercer County SeaL H1stor1c sites: 
?vkKonkey Ferry House (Washington's Crossing), Wilham 
Tren1 House and Revolutionary Barracks (Trenton); Stony 
Brook Friends' Meeting House and Nassau Rall (Prince~ 
Ion) . Mercer has a 7 .member Board of Freeholders 
which meets each Tuesday ar 2 P.M. in the Courtheus~ 
at Trenton. .. 
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MERCER COUNTY 
TODAY 
WHERE IS IT? 
■ Mercer County's 228 square miles lie in the 
center of the State on a north-south line drawn 
from Port Jervis in the north to Cape May in the 
south . The County is bordered by other counties 
on three sides : Hunterdon, Somerset, Middlesex, 
Monmouth , and Burlington, while its western 
fl ank res ts on the lower Delaware River which, in 
its winding course, divides New Jersey from Penn
sylvani a. The population in 1960 was 266,000. 

ITS GOVERNMENT 
New Jersey is the only one of the fi fty states in 

which the govern ing body of a county is called 
the "Board of Chosen Freeholders." In the 17th 
Century, the name "freeholder" was given a man 
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Old Mercer County Courthouse, built in 1839. 
Replaced by the present Courthouse in 1902. 

who owned land clear and free and was thus quali
fied to meet with the justices of the peace for 
administration of county affairs. 

Mercer County adopted the State Civil Service 
Act many years ago, placing under the merit sys
tem all employees whose offices have not been 
exempted by the Legislature. It employs more than 
6,900 people. 

The County has seven Freeholders to administer 
its government. They serve for three years. At 
each Geneial Fall Election two ( and every third 

year three) are elected . The Freeholders supervise 
County activities, each one serving as chairman of 
a specific jurisdiction: Revenue and Finance, 
Courts and Charities, Engineering, Highways, 
Bridges and Culverts, Public Works and Buildings, 
Public Affairs. However, there are some divisions 
of government which are administered jointly with 
the State, such as County Welfare. 

In the thirteen townships and municipalities in 
Mercer County we find either the mayor-council 
plan or the township committee plan of govern
ment. In 1963 the County as a whole spent 
$ 1,404,238 for capital improvements, which was 
approximately $200,000 less than the annual aver
age expend iture during the period 1959-63. Capi
tal improvement generally includes projects of 
long-use purpose such as buildings, land, high
ways, bridges, and machinery and equipment 
built or bought by government. 

In addition to the Freeholders, the County has 
many boards and commissions. Two of these, Tax
ation and Elections, are appointed by the Gov
ernor. The Freeholders appoint the members of 
I ) the Library Commission, 2) the County Plan
ning Board, 3) the Shade Tree Commission, 4) 
the Mosquito Extermination Commission, 5) the 
Soldiers and Sailors War Memorial Commission, 
6) the Board of Managers of the Juvenile Shelter, 
7) the County Industrial Commission, 8) the Wel
fa re Board, 9) the Park Commission. 

ITS WATER RESOURCES 
Of the 145,868 acres in the County, 1,253 are 

covered with water, derived either from the Rari
tan or the Delaware Watershed, so that it is not 
surprising to find flowing through or around the 
County, in addition to the Delaware itself, the 
Millstone River, Stony Brook, and Shabakunk and 
Assunpink Creeks, together with their tributaries. 

The only man-made waterway is the Delaware 
and Raritan Canal, which was a principal artery 
of freight traffic between the Trenton-Bordentown 
area and the Raritan Bay beginning in 1834 and · 
continuing for a century. Under constantly in
creased competition from railroads, however, the 
traffic load gradually dwindled away to nothing. 

Almost as if to celebrate the canal's centenary, 
the State converted it into a carrier of Delaware 
River water for sale to public, industrial, and 
other private users under contract agreements. 
Starting at Raven Rock in Hunterdon County, it 
forms a rough triangle, running along the former 
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"feeder" in Trenton to the main canal , through 
Lawrence and West Windsor Townships, then into 
Middlesex County to New Brunsw ick . 

The Stony Brook-Millstone Watersheds Asso
ciation. located at Marshall's Corner, concerns 
itself with the three hundred square mile Millstone 
part of the Raritan Watershed . The Association 
has kept a record of stream flow since 1956. With 
the cooperation of Mercer County Freeholders 
and its six hundred members, and empowered by 
the State Water Suppl y Law of 1958 a nd the 
Water Bond Act , the Association has built six 
conservation dams within the County to prevent 
soil erosion and to store water. These dams are 
especially important during drought periods when 
farmers worry about their crops, rural inhabitants 
worry about their wells , and town dwellers about 
their lawns. 

The ponds and lakes created by these dams are, 
for the most pa rt , too small for recreation al use 
except by fishermen . Some of the others scheduled , 
including the big ones planned for the new Assun
pink Watershed, will be multi-purpose, that is, 
both for conservation and recreation areas. 

ill plenty of farming in Mercer Co1111ty. 

ITS GEOLOGY 
Geologically, Merce r Count y has a va ri ety of 

formation s under its fi elds a nd its town s. In the 
northwestern sectio n, in the Sourland Mo unt a ins 
above Hopewell , the re is Lock ato ng a rg illi te , while 
Hopewell a nd Pennin gto n sta nd on red sha le. The 
whole area also has some di a base traprock , as 
witness the quar ry o n Ro ute 69 o perated by the 
Penningto n Qua rry Company. 

The center o f the Co unty, along U. S. R o ute 
I a nd the ma in line of the Pennsylva n ia Ra il road, 
has as its fo und at io n e ither clay o r crysta lline 
rock . The southeastern po rt ion arou nd Hi ghtstown 
has, beca use of the Rar it a n fo rm ati o n underlying 
it , such abundant a mo unts of ground water for 
industrial use th at wells yie ldin g five hundred gal
lons per minute are not un common. 
ITS SOILS AND ITS FARMS 

Agriculture, an impo rtant part o f Mercer 
County economy, is al so varied. Grazing la nds 
are common to a ll rura l sectio ns, but orc hards a nd 
the production of wheat, rye , and the like are 
emphasized more stron gly in the western section 
of the County, and Iri sh potatoes and othe r pro
duce in the southeastern, fl a t sectio n. For some 



A lari:e, modern nursery in Mercer County, Howe Nurseries 

yea rs the County has ranked first in New Jersey 
in the production of soy beans. 

On the whole, large farms in the County can 
be sa id to be slowly disappearing. The north
western part of the County is still characterized 
by sizable "working" farms, but whereas in 1959 
fifty-three per cent of the County was farmland, 
the percent age has been decreasing. Some 290 
farmers work an estimated 628 farms. 

The Farmer's Assessment Act was passed by 
the voters of the State in 1963 in an effort to en
courage farmers to stay on the farm . It provides, 
in somewhat more formal language, that land not 
less than five acres in extent, which has been de
voted actively to agricultural or horticultural use 
for at least two years in succession before the tax 
year in question shall, if the owner asks for it, be 
taxed only on its agricultural or horticultural value. 

This bill, introduced by Senators John A. Wad
dington and Wayne Dumont, means in simpler 
terms that if a manufacturing plant springs up 
next door to your soy bean field, the taxes on your 
land are no longer increased simply because the 
presence of the factory is presumed to have raised 
the value of adjacent lands. 

The crops produced in Mercer County in 1963 
were a significant part of the economy, not only 
of the County, but of the State. Dairy and poultry 
products are quoted as being valued at more than 
$3 million and grain crops at more than $5 mil
lion . There are three farmers' cooperatives in the 
County, in Hightstown, Trenton, and Hopewell ; 
and two flourishing farmers' markets, Hightstown 
and Trenton. 
ITS NURSERIES 

The same growing conditions that yield good 
crops in grains and produce have, together with 
the increasing population in the County, made the 
tree and plant nursery business an attractive one 
in which to invest money and muscle. 

The new home-owner can easily find a wide 
selection of shrubs for foundation planting, or 
specimen trees, or trees for windbreaks or hedges, 
and find them not very far from his property. In 
Pennington there are the old, well-respected Howe 
Nurseries which sells both wholesale and retail. 
Howe is known as having furnished full-grown 
trees for several projects, including a stretch of the 
Garden State Parkway. There are the exteasive 
R. K. Ribsam Nurseries on the Princeton Pike in 
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Lawrence Township. The Princeton Nurseries are 
the largest wholesale enterprise east of the Missis
sippi . The main holdings of the nursery are in 
Middlesex County, but a newly-acquired tract just 
west of Allentown in Mercer County is being 
planted as a tree farm . 

There are dozens of other., smaller nurseries. 
Some of these grow only evergreen trees and 
shrubs, some sell everything including annuals ; 
some grow most of what they sell , others act as 
retailers; some nurseries are fairly large, a great 
many are very small amateur businesses meant 
only to supplement a family 's income. 

Combination retail nursery, landscaping, and 
garden supply firms are many. Then there are the 
specialists: The Indian Run Nursery in Robbins
ville, which concentrates on azaleas and rhodo
dendron; the Mikado Gardens in Plainsboro, just 
within the County, where everything is bonzai; 
George Mazur's, which grows and sells only an
nuals and biennials; there is even a place that has 
only peonies, including some tree peonies. 

ITS CLIMATE 
Large air masses move frequently over Mercer 

County, sweeping in from the west or from the 
northwest, or from the Atlantic Coast. This vigor
ous circulation minimizes air pollution. 

Local thermometers sometimes fall to several 
degrees below zero in January and February and 
occasionally in the deep of summer they soar to 
the I 00 degree mark . Blizzards and hurricanes 
lash the area from time to time, but only rarely 
is there a tornado or a cyclone to be reckoned 
with and then it is only a small, local one. Rainfall 
averages around forty-five inches a year. 

WHAT IS IT LIKE TO LIVE IN? 
We have seen that the farmer and the nursery

man find the soil productive. The weather ex
tremes are tempered somewhat by the nearness of 
the Appalachian Mountains. 

For the nature-lover there are still plenty of 
wooded places where pheasants raise their broods, 
and places where raccoons and opossums forage 
at night. And the deer and rabbits are beautiful 
or pests, depending upon whether the viewer loves 
merely to watch them or is trying to grow tulips. 

To the businessman, Mercer County's inhabi
tants are alert, progressive people with whom to 
deal. The housewife can find city, suburban, or 
e0untry living, according to her family's taste, with 
well stocked stores not too far off. Only in the 
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center of Trenton , Capital of the Sta te, is housing 
nearl y imposs ible to find as the C ity's ambitious 
urban renewal program, hav ing razed or con
demned many of the o ld dwellin gs, has not yet 
replaced them with the new ones pl a nned . The 
rest of the County e ither has adequate, sound hous
ing or attracti ve space left in which to build. 

FOR THE INDUSTRIALIST 
The industrialist looking for a plant site may 

want to establi sh an extension of hi s main opera
tion or want a location at which he can expand in 
the future . He find s both room to spread out and 
parking space in the town ships. He requires elec
trical power and water ; he needs accessibility to 
markets. All these things he find s in Mercer 
County. With the new Public Service Electric and 
Gas Company's huge generating plant now oper
ating on Duck Island , power is no problem. For 
Trenton and its environs there is water in abun
dance in the Delaware River , secured and treated 
by the extensive Trenton Water System, and in the 
industrial area around Hightstown, as we have 
seen, there is plenty of ground water. 

The vast market place of the Eastern Seaboard 
is brought just next door by the Pennsylvania and 
Reading Railroads. The highways , U. S. Route I 
and U. S. Route 206, for example, reach out to 
the north and the south. So does the New Jersey 
Turnpike, which soon will be enlarged to twelve 
lanes. With completion of the new highways, State 
Route 29 and Interstate Highway 295 (see sepa
rate section, Transportation) , mobility of passen
ger and truck traffic in Mercer County will be 
tremendously increased. 

Perhaps an industrialist wants to situate a re
search branch near a community with available 
library facilities and other technical people near 
by with whom his top technicians can exchange 
ideas. Several municipalities have, because of 
their zoning regulations, become centers of re
search, among them the Borough and the Town
ship of Princeton, and Hopewell and Lawrence 
Townships, although the last two are beginning 
to allow some light manufacturing and would like 
to have more. (See separate section, Research.) 

"ANTIQUING" IN MERCER COUNTY 
For collectors of antiques, there is the Prince of 

Orange in Hopewell. The owners, Mrs. George 
Gdllup and Mrs. Walter Edge, widow of the late 
governor, have furniture and glass of rare quality. 
Ardis Leigh has restored an ancient house in 



Princeton and from it sells authentic old pieces . 
Also in Princeton , Harold and Constance Schuster 
specialize in rare gems and oriental art, and the 
Silver Shop has many heirloom pieces. Then there 
is the fine shop of Joseph ine Rowe in Hightstown . 
These are the large antique dealers. One should 
not forget the country roads where tiny collections 
are to be chanced upon in a parlor or a converted 
barn , advertised only by a weathered rocking 
cha ir, a table, or a three-legged stool on the front 
lawn. Parts of Mercer County are still rural 
enough for this sort of prospecting. 

The amateur histori an of Americana can find 
reminders of our past for the looking. Stone shafts 
mark the spot of historic battles ; the museums are 
full of relics ; parts of the barn of John Hart, Signer 
of the Declaration of Independence, can be seen 
by anyone driving by the site of his house in Hope
well; Richard Stockton, another Signer, built Mor
ven in Princeton . Now the residence of the 
Governor, the house is open to the public on 
occasion. Driving west on Mercer County Road 
518 toward Pennsylvania, the motorist can see a 
painted sign at the gateway to a country house 
that says. "1726." Up the driveway, the remains 
of an ancient stone building support a modern 
reel wooden barn . 

THE SPORTS PICTURE 
Let us say you are a sports fan. There are very 

few sports you could not find in Mercer County 
except perhaps jai alai and curling. There is even a 
ski run on Goat 1-1 ill between Titusville and 
Lambertville. Elementary schools, high schools, 
preparatory schools, colleges, and Princeton Uni
versity all have schedules of baseball, basketball, 
football, and tennis. 

In Princeton there is no country club, although 

YM-YWCA, Princeton 

there is an apartment house complex with country 
club attached at some remove on U. S. Route I, 
and one or two others are being organized. Prince
ton has a tennis club and a golf club, but no public 
golf course or swimming pool. Hopewell has a 
golf club, and it has a public swimming pool in 
a filled-in quarry. Trenton and Lawrenceville have 
country clubs and the Lawrenceville School has 
its own golf course. 

Trenton has a Young Men's Christian Associa
tion and a Young Women's Christian Association 
and Carver Center. Hightstown has a small 
YMCA, and Princeton has a combined YW and 
YMCA where classes in swimming are held, both 
for beginners and for synchronized swimming. An 
ambitious schedule of classes in modern languages 
and arts and crafts is also carried out. 

A person looking for experience in music, 
either as a participant or as part of the audience, 
can find it easily in the Princeton area. What with 
chamber music groups, music study clubs, a full
scale symphony orchestra, the University orches
tra, glee club, chapel choir, and visiting artists 
brought in for public concerts, Princeton leads the 
towns of Mercer County in this aspect of cultural 
opportunities. (For more on this, see the separate 
sections Princeton Borough and Mercer County 
Tomorrow.) 

In order fully to savor the delights of coming 
back to one's own home one must, naturally, first 
go away. 

Because of Mercer County's location, and its 
highways, buses and railroads, a journey to near 
places or far is easy to undertake, no matter what 
the controlling preference. In northwestern New 
Jersey are uncrowded places whose hills and lakes 
offer camping, fishing, and hiking, besides lovely 
scenery for the camera-minded. 

To the east along the Atlantic, the sea and its 
sands are an invitation to surfing, sun-bathing, 
and deep-sea fishing. New York, which has every
thing of every sort except the above to offer, is 
only an hour or so away; Philadelphia, with its 
wealth of Americana and good restaurants, is 
about the same; and the nation's capital of Wash
ington, which can keep a full-time tourist occupied 
for several days, is only an easy four-hour drhie. 

From the foregoing, we can see that Mercer 
County is many things to many people. As a 
whole, it has a great deal to offer. In additic,m, its 
thirteen townships and municipalities are worth 
our individual attention. ■ ■ ■ 
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GEOLOGY 
AND RESOURCES 
■ Mercer County straddles the dividing line be
tween the inner Coastal Plain of New Jersey and 
the Piedmont Pl a in. The line is a ridge of pre
Triassic, metamorphic formations, jutting up in 
the Delaware River to form the falls of Trenton , 
and extending eastward, at or close to the surface, 
as far as Princeton Junction . The main line of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad as it crosses Mercer County 
generally follows this division . Approximately 
forty miles eastward is the Atlantic Ocean. 

The Delaware River is tidal below the falls , and 
land near the River at this point is generally low
lying. with Duck Island and the meadow lands 
approximately ten feet above sea level. However, 
altitudes in most of the Coastal Plain range from 
sixty to one hundred feet. Streams generally flow 
northward until they meet either the Millstone 
River. which drains into the Rarit an Basin , or the 
Assunpink, which turns westward toward Trenton 
and thence into the Delaware. 

Under nearly half of this Coastal Plain within 
the County is the Magothy-Raritan formation, 
cropping out at the northern end and underlying 
formations farther south . The sand beds and 
lenses of this formation are extremely important 
as aquifers, and provide an abundant source of 
water for industrial use. In remaining portions are 
the Merchantville and Woodridge clays, and also 
green sand marls and the Englishtown sands. 

Northern Mercer County, in the Piedmont 
physiographic province, varies from gently rolling 
to hilly terrain with altitudes up to 460 feet above 
sea level. Principal streams are Moore's Creek and 
Jacobs Creek, flowing into the Delaware, and 
Stony Brook, flowing into Carnegie Lake, and 
thence into the Millstone and Raritan Rivers. 

Surface geologic formations are mainly Triassic, 
including Brunswick shale, Stockton sandstone, 
two ridges of Lockatong argillite, and diabase 
intrusions. 

Mercer County's mineral resources have long 
had economic use. Originally the clays of the 
Raritan formation were used for the manufacture 
of pottery and terra cotta. The sandstone or 
"brownstone" has been used locally and elsewhere 
as dimension building stone. 

The diabase traprock of the Hopewell-Penning
ton region is now being extracted from the quarry 

Old Trenton Water Works, at foot of Calhoun Street, 1907 
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Trenton's New Filtration Plant, between John Fitch Parkway and the Delaware River, close 10 Ca lhoun Street 

owned by the Pennington Quarry Company and 
by the prisoners at the Mercer County Workhouse 
quarry north of Titusville. Former operations in
cluded a sandstone quarry at Wilburtha and a 
traprock quarry near Hopewell. The old quarry 
at Hopewell has been turned into a public swim
ming pool. 

The friable soil of central Mercer County, and 
more especially the southern part, is unparalleled 
in quality and has earned for the County an im
portant agricultural position in the "Garden State" 
of New Jersey. 

Ample water supplies in many portions of the 
County have made the area attractive to industry. 
Water is, in fact, the principal natural resource of 
Mercer County. The City of Trenton and its 
envii:ons have supplied to them all they need for 
residential and industrial use through the Trenton 
water supply system, which draws and treats 
water from the Delaware River. The Princeton 
Water Company, now owned by the Elizabethtown 
Water Campany, supplies the Princeton area. The 
Borough of Hightstown has its own water system. 
Mast of the rural ateas depend on private wells. 
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Geologists have reported large areas of rocky 
chambers under Princeton Junction which act as 
natural underground storage tanks. They have 
advocated development of this source of water, 
saying that it could be drawn upon in times of 
drought and then replaced. So far thi s experiment 
has not been tried . 

Other measures have been taken, however, and 
are planned for the near future, to prevent the 
run-off which is one disadvantage of surface water. 
The Stony Brook-Millstone Watersheds Associa
tion has built several conservation dams to prevent 
soil erosion and save water. The new Assunpink 
Watershed will have as its principal aim the dam
ming up of water which would otherwise flow into 
the Delaware and thus into the Atlantic. (For 
more on the Assunpink Watershed, see Mercer 
County Tomorrow.) 

To sum up, we see that in quarries, potters' clay, 
good soil, and plentiful water, Mercer County has 
its share of natural endowments. On the other 
hand, its greatest riches lie in its population. For 
what good are rocks and earth and water without 
enterprising, ambitious people to use them? ■ ■ ■ 



EDUCATION 
■ In l 827 the $300 that was appropriated by the 
Trenton Town Coun cil for " the education of the 
poor'' began a new era in education in New Jersey. 
These were the first tax-raised fund s so designated 
in the State, and came at a time in the national 
history when there were as yet very few public 
schools anywhere. Until this time, ed ucation in 
general was ca rried on by religious groups or 
private tutors. In 18 33 a free school was started 
in Trenton's Masonic Temple on Front Street, but 
it was operated under private auspices. However, 
by 1844 public schools more nearly resembling 
those of today were opened in Nottingham, a town
ship adjacent to Trenton, some of which is now 
part of the City. Later that year, the Trenton pub
lic schools were established. 

Today, Mercer County has a total of eighty
six public schools in its eleven school districts. Of 
this number, sixty-seven are elementary schools, 
twelve are junior high schools, and seven are 
senior high schools. During the J 963-64 school 
year, the eleven school districts expended $28 
million for public school education . 

Parochial school education has also flourished. 
Within the boundaries of Mercer County, the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Trenton operates 
twenty-three elementary schools and three high 
schools. Other church - operated, elementary 
schools within the County include those of the 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church, in Hamilton 
Township, the Bethany Lutheran Church School, 
and the Christian Day School, both in Ewing 
Township. 

In 1855 the first Normal School in New Jersey 
for the training of teachers was established in 
Trenton, in the old City Hall at State and Broad 
Streets. In less than a year the Normal School had 
its own building on North Clinton Avenue, 
financed by funds donated for the purpose by the 
citizens of Trenton. Today the school is known as 
Trenton State College, and stands on a I 00-acre 
tract in Ewing Township. It accepts students on 
both the graduate and undergraduate levels. 

Also situated in Ewing Township is the New 
Jersey State School for the Deaf, an impressive 
institution with a fine record. 

Administration Building (Green Hall) , 
Trenton State College, Hillwood Lakes 

Trenton Junior College and School of Indus
trial Arts, formerly the School of Industrial Arts, 
offers a variety of courses in both the day and 
evening divisions as well as terminal and transfer 
programs in the Junior College. It dates from 
1890. (For more on Trenton Junior College, see 
Mercer County Tomorrow.) 

In the field of private schools, Mercer County's 
history starts much further back, beginning, in 
fact , in 1782 when the Trenton Academy opened 
its doors on the site of what is now the main 
library of the Trenton Free Public Library system. 
It continued in operation there until 1884. Acad
emy Street took its name from the school. 

A new, private school is the Mercer Unit-New 
Jersey Association for Retarded Children, Inc. 
Originated in 1949 as a parents' group, it moved 
into its present quarters in 1959. The organiza
tion includes a school for retarded children and 
young adults, and has an occupational training 
center and sheltered workshop for handicapped 
adults. The Association is a private, non-profit 
agency, with membership composed primarily of 
parents and interested people. It is a member of 
the Delaware Valley United Fund and the Prince
ton United Fund. 

Rider College, whose origin dates from 1865, 
was until recently situated in Trenton, where it was 
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established by Bryant and Stratton, a firm with 
several other business schools in other cities. The 
College, still dedicated to business training, now 
commands a fine new campus near the village of 
Lawrenceville. Under the guidance of Dr. Frank
lin F. Moore, who succeeded his father in the 
presidency of the College, it is experiencing a con
siderable expansion . Most of its courses are avail
able in evening classes, and many are given 
during the summer session . They include, in addi
tion to economics, accounting, business communi
cations and secretarial courses, a complete course 
in arts and sciences. 

Many other private educational institutions 
were born during the early days in other parts of 
Mercer County. A sizable number clustered in 
or near Princeton. Undoubtedly, the two most 
famous of these today are Princeton University, 
which came to Princeton from Newark in 1756, 
and The Lawrenceville School, originated in the 
village minister's study in 1810. 

We find here also the Princeton Theological 
Seminary, a Presbyterian institution, founded in 
1812; The Chapin School ; the Columbus Boy
choir School, located on part of the Lambert 
estate in Lawrence Township; the Hun School, 
fifty years old in 1 964, occupying some forty 
acres of the former Armour estate on Edgerstoune 
Road; and Miss Mason's School. 

On the banks of Carnegie Lake in Princeton is 
St. Joseph's College, which for the last fifty years 
has turned out Roman Catholic seminarians. The 
enrollment averages slightly more than one hun
dred, and their Order is The Congregation of the 
Missions, usually referred to as the Vincentians. 

Then there is the Westminster Choir College, 
which trains conductors, organists, and singers 
and has a world wide reputation for its choral 
work. It has, on its campus, eighteen pipe organs. 

The newest member of this group, The Prince
ton Day Schools, combines two old and estab
lished institutions, Princeton Country Day School 
for boys and Miss Fine's School, an elementary 
and college preparatory school for girls. Princeton 
Country Day numbers among its alumni many 
distinguished men who went there as boys. Of 
Miss Fine's it need only be said that ninety-eight 
per cent of its graduates go on to ranking colleges. 

The Peddie School in Hightstown had its origin 
in 1869 as a college preparatory school. It has a 
spacious campus and is starting out its second 
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century with some new and modern buildings. In 
rural Mercer County, the Penningto n School's 
red brick , white column ed bu ildings are a re
minder of its lo ng histo ry, which began in 18 36. 
It is owned by the New Je rsey Conference of the 
Methodist C hu rch a nd its curri culum is marked 
by a strong religious emphasis, although enroll
ment is open to students of a ll faith s. ( For more 
on these schools, see Hightstown Borough and 
Pennington Borough.) 

Villa Victori a Academy, a Catholic school for 
girl s on the River Road in Ewing Township, also 
accepts students of other faith s. It wa s established 
in 1933 in the old Fi sk Mansion , once the mother 
house for the Religious Teachers Filippini , who 
now staff the faculty of the Academy in both the 
elementary and high school division s. The Acad
emy has won special recognition for its work in 
the field of music. It , too, has recently added new 
buildings. The newest of the Catholic preparatory 
schools, The Stuart Country School of the Sacred 
Heart , stands on a large tract of land just of! The 
Great Road north of Princeton. 

The Lawrenceville School , mentioned briefly 
before, came into being when the Reverend Mr. 
Isaac van Arsdale Brown, pastor of the Presby
terian Church in Lawrenceville, took a few boys 

New Campus for an old college, Lawrenceville Road 
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from the vi ll age into his home for da il y instruc
t ion. Four yea rs later the first buildings of the 
School went up. Now on its three hund red acres 
there are many buildings. notably the Allan P. 
Kirby Arts Ce nter, a gift of Mr. Kirby, class of 
19 13, and the new field house, a gi ft of the 
Edwa rd J . Lavine Foundati on. The School has 
had severa l changes of name, once being known 
as the Lawrencevi lle Classica l an d Commercial 
High School. The Lawrencev ille School, with a n 
average enrollment of 630 studen ts. is ru n, li ke 
English prepara tory schools, on the house system , 
with each house of about forty boys having its 
ow n ea ting facilities , sports teams, a nd so forth. 
Under the school's work program, a ll boys make 
their ow n beds, tidy the ir rooms, wait on tables, 
and ass ist in the offices of the School. 

In Princeton we find what is surely not a sc hool 
but is as surely an inst ituti on of lea rning: The 
Institute for Advanced Study. It was inspired by 
Abra ham Flcxner, its first director, and was made 
a rea lity in 1930 through the phil anthropy of 
Louis Bamberger and his sister, Mrs. Felix Fuld. 
Dr. Robert Oppenheimer became director in 194 7. 

The Institute for Advanced Study is unlike a 
university beca use it has no formal curriculum, 
no scheduled courses of instruction , and an aca
demic membership of only a littl e over a hundred. 
It is broader in its purpose, on the other hand, 
than a research institute. Neither a university nor 
a seat of experimental research, it is uniquely a 
quiet place dedicated to " the pursuit of advanced 
learning a nd exploration in fields of pure science 
and high scholarship . . . " 

The scholars who receive appointments here 
have a lready achieved eminence in thei r fi elds, 
as the name of the Institute would imply. Of these 
scholars, about forty are permanent members and 
a hundred are temporary. They need attend no 
classes nor deliver any lectures, unless the spirit 
moves them, and are not subject to the "publish 
or perish" ogre said to haunt other halls of 
Academia . At present, the work of the Institute 
is carried on in two schools, both with wide
spectrum titles : a School of Mathematics, and a 
School of Historical Studies. 

Most of the members of the School of Mathe
matics are pure mathematicians, theoretical physi
cists, astrophysicists and astronomers, but there 
have been members who have worked in other 
sciences-chemistry, biology, and psychology. 

Princeton University-Aerial view of northeast 
section of campus, with Palmer Stadium upper right 

The School of Historical Studies embraces all 
learning for which the historical method is used. 
There a re members working in Greek archaeology 
and philosophy; palaeography; medieval history; 
and the history of art , of mathematics, and the 
sciences; politics and economics ; and modern 
history. 

About half the members of the Institute are sup
ported by grants-in-aid from funds available to 
the schools, and by supplementary funds of the 
Institute, and about half are supported by the 
members' own institutions, by the United States 
and foreign governments, and by private foun
dations. 

From its Princeton beginnings in 1756 in one 
sixty-room building called Nassau Hall, the Col
lege of New Jersey, which changed its name to 
Princeton University in 1896, has become a com
pactly assembled teaching organization reaching 
out in many directions in its search for excellence 
in scholarship. (For more on Nassau Hall, see 
Historic Landmarks.) To this end, University pol
icy has kept admission qualifications high, faculty 
quality at the top, and the ratio of student to 
teacher very much in favor of individual attention. 
The faculty, exclusive of research assistants, num-

11 



Trenton High School 

bers just under seven hundred for a male under
graduate student body of 3,200 plus I, I 00 gradu
ate degree candidates. Among the latter are a 
few, highly qualified women. At Princeton, in
dividual members of the faculty teach both under
graduate and graduate students, an arrangement 
unusual in universities. 

The honor system, introduced to Princeton Uni
versity in 1893, is administered successfully by a 
student committee. Then there are the "precepts." 
When Woodrow Wilson became the University's 
president in 1902, he brought with him the pre
ceptorial system as one of his proposed improve
ments. The system works in this way: an under
graduate has three hour-long classes per week in a 
subject. Two of these classes are lectures. The 
third is a preceptorial. A large class is broken up 
into groups of ten to fifteen who will meet with a 
preceptor, not always the professor giving the 
course, in an informal session wherever it seems 
desirable,--in a classroom, in the cafeteria, under 
a tree on the campus, or at the preceptor's house. 
The purpose of the meeting is free argument on 
the subject of the course. 

12 

One of Woodrow Wilson's original "preceptor 
guys," Dr. Charles G. Osgood , who recently died 
at the age of 93, was widely known fo r his "fireside 
preceptorials." His endeavor, long University pol
icy, was to stimulate discussion and disagreement 
in order to make the students think for them
selves. 

With a far smaller student body, Princeton 
ranks second in the nation only to Harvard in the 
number of Rhodes scholars on its graduate rolls . 

Because of gifts and bequests of land and some 
purchases, the University is the largest landowner 
in the Princeton community and is also one of the 
largest taxpayers. 

A recent successful drive for $53 million for 
capital funds has enabled the University to erect 
much-needed new dormitories and classroom 
buildings and to rebuild or replace some older 
ones. The new Art Museum is on its way; already 
completed are the new School of Architecture, 
new laboratories for biology, geology, and chemis
try, the Woolworth Center of Musical Studies, and 
an $8 million Engineering Quadrangle. The Engi
neering Quadrangle includes a major computer 
center. 



At the James Forrestal Research Center there 
are three additio nal com puters located at the 
Pl as ma Phys ics Laboratory, a t the Princeton-Uni
versity of Penn sylva nia Accelerator, a nd at the 
Guggenheim Aero Space Labora tory. The For
resta l Center prov ides pace fo r large-scale appara
tus required for adva nced resea rch in some field s of 
engineering and science. A lthough it is three miles 
away from the mai n campus, the Forrestal Re
sea rch Ce nter is a n integra l part of the University, 
wi th the same fac ulty a nd student body. 

Also a n integral part of the University is The 
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and Interna
tio nal Affairs. It is intended for upperclass con
ce nt rat ion of study and graduate instruction in 
soc ia l sc iences. wi th emphas is on applying the 
knowledge and techni ques of these disc iplines to 
the solutio n of publi c problems. One interesting 
progra m. now in it s third year, is a one-yea r Edu
ca tional Program fo r Federal Officia ls a t Mid
Ca recr. 

A recent ano nymous gift of $35 million has 
made poss ible an ex pansio n of all its activities, and 

an imaginatively conceived new building, designed 
by Minoru Yamasaki, will be completed in early 
1965 . The theme of the structure, representing the 
work of the school, is Universality in Man. 

The University's Harvey S. Firestone Memorial 
Library houses the library's holdings in the social 
sciences and the humanities, as distinct from the 
specialized libraries of departments. (More about 
the Library may be found in Libraries.) 

Princeton University's Graduate School awards 
degrees in the liberal arts and sciences, in archi
tecture, engineering, and in public and interna
tional affai rs. Instruction is given in seminars num
bering six to eight students. At the more advanced 
levels, students work individually with members 
of the faculty. Approximately a fourth of the stu
dents enrolled in the Graduate School, in an 
average year, are employed as assistants in instruc
tion or research . A great many have Princeton 
fellowships, or fellowships awarded by such organ
iza tions as the National Science Foundation and 
the National Woodrow Wilson Fellowship Pro-
gram. ■ ■ ■ 

l'rince1011 Universiry-New Graduare College dormilories 
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LIBRARIES 
■ Libraries used to be considered som ber, silent 
places reserved to the scholar and the researcher. 

ow the modern library has someth ing fo r every
one. Books. yes-books are the basic ingredient 
of a library ; even "talking books," recorded for 
the use of the blind, a re sti ll books, and many of 
these are sent out free-of-charge by the Library 
of Congress. 

In add ition to books and per iodicals, however, 
the up-to-date library often has 16mm films for 
rent to cl ubs, schools, and individuals. Many Mer
cer Co unty libraries have recordings of good music 
and litera ry readings for children and adults which 
can be borrowed . For a very small monthly fee , 
mounted pictures and framed prin ts can be rented 
in libraries in Trenton and Princeton . 

Town libraries often conduct a series of story
telling sess ions for chi ldren at convenient hours 
for school and pre-school youngsters. In the sum
mer these week ly story-hours a re conducted at 
playgrounds and parks with the help of volunteers. 
For adults, special concerts, lectures, and exhibi
ti ons arc held frequently. For those persons who 
arc physica lly unable to visit the lib ra ry, volun
teers will deliver books to borrowers. 

Mercer County is rich in its libraries . One of the 
ea rl iest was the Trenton Public Library, which 
traces its history back to 1750. In that year, the 
Trenton Library Company was founded by Dr. 
Thomas Cadwalacler, who gave a substant ial sum 
for the purpose. This was the first "public" library 
in New Jersey. The Trenton Library Company was 
ac tive until the l 830's when its books were trans
ferred to The Trenton Library Association . After 
many viciss itudes, the collection came into the 
custody of the Union Library Company. Finally, 
when in I 900 the City of Trenton voted to sup
port a municipal library, these books were pur
chased to form the nucleus of the new Free Public 
Library. 

The Free Public Library moved into its new 
building on Academy Street in I 902. In 1914 
John Lambert Cadwalader built the addition 
which now houses the reference department and 

the bookstacks. Since then , the Library has added 
five branches to offer convenient neighborhood 
service. 

At present, the Free Public Library of Trenton 
has some 200,000 books in its collection, sub
scribes to over 450 magazines, is a depository 
library for government publications, and in addi
tion to pictures, newspapers, and pamphlet ma
terial, has motion picture films and phonograph 
records for circulation. 

Trenton also contains the State Library which 
was established in I 796. In 1822 the Legislature 
passed an act providing for a State Librarian. 
Today the Library has a fine law library, a legisla
tive reference service, the State Archives, and an 
extension service charged with aiding small libra
ries throughout the State with supplementary 
books and consultative services. Soon the State 
Library will move into its own new building in 
the Cultural Center on West State Street. 

There is a Mercer County Library serving the 
rural areas with a Bookmobile that travels through 
the County. The Bookmobile has the following 
schedule, effective as of June I , 1964 : West Wind
sor Township ( telephone : 882-2450; Lawrence 
Branch : 882-9246) every Tuesday and Friday at 
various locations between 10 :30 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.; East Windsor Township (telephone: 882-
2450), alternate Thursdays at various locations, 
and every Thursday at Brooktree East from 2: 30 
to 3 :00 p.m. In Hopewell Township (telephone: 
882-2450) the Bookmobile observes different 
hours on alternate Wednesdays in Pennington, 
Hopewell, Washington Crossing, Mount Rose, and 
Titusville ; in Washington Township (telephone: 
882-2450) there are two locations, visited on 
alternate Thursdays, and there is also the Town
ship Library in the Municipal Building, which is 
open from 7:00 to 9:00 on Monday evenings. The 
Ewing Branch (telephone: 882-2450) sends to 
the Suburban Square Shopping Center five days a 
week at specified hours, and the same obtains for 
the Lawrence Branch (telephone: 882-9246) at 
the Lawrence Shopping Center. 

The Mercer County Library operates on a bud
get of $100,000 a year, which amount is raised 
by taxes on those communities which do not have 
their own libraries. The County Library has nine 
employees under a director, and 75,000 books 
and periodicals. 
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Hamilton Township maintains its own library 
service. The headquarters are in the Municipal 
Building on Greenwood Avenue, and there are 
branches in Yardville, Mercerville, Hamilton 
Square, and Broad Street Park . It has a collection 
of almost 45 ,000 volumes. 

Princeton, Hopewell , Pennington, Hightstown, 
and Lawrenceville also have libraries. Princeton's 
Public Library is housed in Ba inbridge House, an 
18th Century structure leased to the Library by 
Princeton University at $1.00 a year. The charm
ing house has more than once required consider
able shoring up of its ancient timbers and its staff 
point out that it is woefully inadequate in space, 
not only for users of the Library, but also for the 
40,000 books themselves. Many other volumes 
have to be kept in basement storage, where they 
are available but not easily accessible. Details of 
the plans for a new library building, to be sup
ported by both Borough and Township, are now 
being completed. 

All residents of Mercer County receive free 
membership privileges at the Hopewell Library, 
which contains I 0,000 books and periodicals. The 
Pennington and Hightstown Libraries have nearly 
10,000 volumes each, and the Lawrenceville 
Library has about 5,000 volumes. 

Trenton Free Public Library, Main Library, 
Academy Street 

Aside from these public libraries. Mercer Coun
ty has seven col lege librar ies: Princeton Uni
versity, Rider College, Trenton State Coll ege, 
Trenton Junior College, Westminster Choir Col
lege, St. Joseph 's Col lege, and Princeton Theologi
cal Seminary. 

The Princeton University Library is sa id to be 
one of the nation's, and indeed the wo rld 's, great 
libraries and attracts scholars from many lands. 
In the Ha rvey S. Firestone Memori a l Library and 
its various specialized libraries, Princeton pos
sesses one of the dozen greatest universi ty library 
collections in the country. Evolving from a single 
wooden case of books in 1750, when the College 
of New Jersey was but four years old , the Prince
ton University Library now has available to 
the Princeton student nearly two million printed 
books, some 16,000 current journals and docu
ments, and a wide variety of other library materials 
from manuscripts and maps to prints and papyri . 

The Harvey S. Firestone Memorial Library, 
completed in 1948, houses the largest part of the 
collections, with one and one-half million volumes 
dealing primarily in the humanities and soc ial 
sciences. In the Department of Rare Books and 
Special Collections there are subdivisions for rare 
books, manuscripts, graphic arts, Princetoniana, 
coins, stamps, and theatre. Among its valued pos
sessions are the papers of Woodrow Wilson and 
John Foster Dulles, as well as original manuscripts 
of William Faulkner and F. Scott Fitzgerald. Its 
special subject collections include the Gest Orien
tal Library and Far Eastern collections, the Adler 
Collection in Graphic Arts, the Morris L. Parrish 
Collection of Victorian Literature, the Grenville 
Kane Collection of Early Americana, and the Rol
lins Collection of Western Americana. 

The John J. Scheide collection of manuscripts 
of the 11th-I 6th Centuries has been on display at 
the Library for some time. Now a small new addi
tion to the building houses the complete Scheide 
collection, which numbers among its treasures 
much material on the history of the Bible, includ
ing a fine copy of the Gutenberg edition, and a 
large section dealing with English literature. The 
Scheide collection is considered one of the great 
ones of the United States. 

Twelve special libraries are housed outside of 
the Firestone Library. Included among these are 
the Mathematics and Physics Library; the James 



Princeton University-Harvey S. Firestone Memorial Library exterior and Reading Room 
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Forrestal Resea rch Center L ibrary. containing the 
Aeronautical Engineering Library and the Accele
rator Library ; the Biology and G eology Library ; 
the Chemistry Library ; the Art Libra ry ; the Engi
neering Library ; and the Astronomy Library. 

The "open stack" feature of the Harvey S. Fire
stone Memorial Library has been influential in 
eliminating the usual artific ial barrier between 
books and students. The stacks a re reached by 
broad stairs ; the well-lighted a isles are broad, and 
the students have ready access to the book coll ec
tions themselves. The volumes are contained on 
forty miles of shelving. 

Princeton Theological Seminary's Speer Library 
opened its new building in 1957 . It contains one 

of the greatest theo logica l libraries in the wo rld , 
both in size and in scope, with a qua rt er o f a mil
lion volum es. The Libra ry is o pen to the public. 

Finall y, many ind ustri es and resea rch o rga ni za
tions in Mercer Count y have o rga ni zed th e ir own 
li braries of hi ghl y spec ia li zed ma teri a ls. There are 
more tha n a doze n spec ial lib ra ries o f thi s type; 
and in addition the hospital s, Sa int Fra nc is, Prince
ton , Mercer, and Helene Fu ld , a lso have spec ia l 
li braries that a re used by the sta ff a nd in the nurs
in g training programs. 

New Jersey, in add ition to bei ng the " G a rden 
State," is slowly bein g recognized as a research 
state. Certainl y, Merce r Co unt y wi th it s num erous 
libraries reflects this trend. ■ ■ ■ 

State of New Jersey-Planetari11111 looking toward State M11se11111, sho1vi11g corner of State Library 
(photographed from 111odel) 
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NEW JERSEY STATE 
CULTURAL CENTER 
■ The Tercentenary of New Jer ·ey could have 
no more fitting tribute than the opening of at least 
part of the beautifully designed complex of build
ings of the new New Jersey State Cultural Center 
in Trenton. consisting of the State Museum, the 
Auditorium , and the Planetar ium. Eventually, a 
new building to house the State Library will be 
jo ined in the Center. 

The New Jersey State Museum, which might 
loosely be called the matrix, has been operating 
since 1890. However, since 1929, when it was 
moved into the State House Annex, which had 
been originally erected as an office building, it 
has needed a separate place designed to fit its 
specia l fun ctions. As research in archeology added 
more than 400,000 specimens, and as many col
lections in early arts and crafts, the creative, and 
the decorative arts came into the Museum's pos
sess ion , not to mention modern industrial and 
technological development, the space available 
was seen to be woefully inadequate and most of 
the collections have had to be stored away. 

There are also an assortment of New Jersey 
minerals; a valuable collection of the chief grades 
of raw and burned clays ; and reconstructions of 
three prehistoric monsters, a dinosaur, a mastodon, 
and a crocodili an, the fragments of which have 
been found in sections of New Jersey. Little of 
these riches has been available to the public. 

The visitor to the two-story Museum will see at 
once from the outside that there are magnificent 
views of the Delaware to be had, and that the 
building itself seems to be floating, because of the 
J 2-foot overhang all around. 

Inside, he will observe the emphasis on flexi
bility in showing the exhibits. With the taxpayer's 
dollar in mind, the Museum planners have devised 
an ingenious and relatively inexpensive technology 
for changing exhibitions on the ground floor, re
serving the second floor for the collections in more 
permanent view. 

What the visitor will see in the several galleries 
will include, in the archeological section, more 
than 450,000 Indian artifacts. In the field of 
natural science, he will see many of the more than 
one thousand mounted specimens of birds, some uf 
which are now extinct, and collections of mounted 
mammals, of fi sh, and of insects. These collec
tions, too various to enumerate, are the results of 
more than thirty years of exploration and research . 
Another result has been the production of several 
major publications, and a tentative chronology of 
Indian occupation of New Jersey which, on the 
basis of skeletal remains discovered in the John A. 
Roehling Memorial Park area, would postulate 
Indian tribes, so far unidentifiable, in residence 
there some six thousand years ago. 

The Museum will function under three bureaus : 
The Bureau of Education, the Bureau of Exhibits, 
and the Bureau of Research. Each has its own 
curator. The purposes of the two bureaus, Exhibits 
and Research , need no description, but perhaps 
the first, the Bureau of Education, deserves a few 
words to itself because its staff will consist of 
trained teachers and lecturers to work with the 
thousands of school children who will come with 
their teachers to scheduled museum courses de
signed to enrich the regular classroom curriculum. 

The Auditorium Building, with an area of about 
eleven thousand square feet, will have a stage of 
nearly one thousand square feet, and a seating 
capacity of four hundred. Around its periphery, 
the Auditorium itself will have an ambulatory with 
glass exterior walls. The ambulatory will form part 
of the ventilating system promoting circulation of 
air, and will be used for the hanging of loan art 
exhibits. 

As with the Museum, the design of the Plane
tarium insists on flexibility in order to supersede 
the conventional planetarium, in which the per
spective of the earth-bound viewer is the only 
one that can be shown. In this new Planetarium, 
the relationship between the various other planets 
and the earth can, by means of electrical intercon
nections, readily be changed. The sole restriction 
is that the view of any of the planets or galaxies 
must be from within the earth-moon system. This 
concept has been named the Intermediate Space 
Transit System. 
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The ISTS technology permits the operator to re
set the posit ions of the planets from the console for 
the benefi t of the observer in a matter of minutes. 
With the conventional planetarium such opera
tions req uire many hours. For example, to reset 
the planets for the birthday of the Holy Jesus from 
the present day now takes some fift een hours. 

The Planet arium will operate under the Curator 
of Education, with teachers and lecturers trained 
to correlate cl ass room studies and observation of 
planetary movements, satellite probes, and the like. 

Further, the Bureau of Education will utilize 
all three sections of the Cultural Center for parts 
of each school day's work, Museum, Auditorium, 
Planetarium. Programs of illustrated lectures and 
demonst rations will be scheduled in advance to 
allow teachers to choose the type of preparation 
best suited to the needs of their students. 

Programs for adults figure prominently in the 
planning. Among the stated aims guiding the con
duct of the Center a re, I ) " .. . to provide an 
auditorium for public enjoyment of programs that 
will give added depth to museum exhibits, and also 
present cultural opportunities through the per
forming arts." 2) " . .. to make the museum serv-

,❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖-=-❖~❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖t 

i ! ! DOROTHY t -~ {-... i 
I LEE ~ 
I i 

i FLOWER l 

I~ SHOP I 
<· + 
1· 

. ========== ~: .•. ~: 
❖ 
❖ 

. ?lew. Etta 61<. 6Ctde, p,,,u,} 

TRENTON 8, NEW JERSEY :~ 
TELEPHONE l 
EX 2-5116 i 

• ♦-❖------♦♦♦-♦♦-J 

rt~ 
w the fJ?lau o/ JVew $~ 

on Uwii 
fl~ 

LOFT'S 

ices and facilities available for such leisure-time 
activities as evening lectures, workshops for adults 
... " and 3) "To provide a planetarium of suffi
cient scope to be a vital source of scientific infor
mation in the space age." 

The three imposing buildings of the Center are 
to be linked by passageways, the one between the 
Museum and the Auditorium running under
ground. This detail is one of many implementing 
the intention of the planners to make the Center 
a group of multi-purpose structures. Construction 
of the Center, including the new State Library and 
a new administration headquarters for the State 
Department of Education, is expected to cost 
$ I 2,500,000. These funds were obtained on an 
interest-bearing loan from the Teachers Pension 
and Annuity Fund. 

A great deal of credit for the capital complex 
should go to the members of the State Capital 
Development Commission .. . State Senator Rich
ard R. Stout, Assemblyman Charles E . Farring
ton, William M. Lanning, Senator John A. Wad
dington, Assemblyman Joseph C. Woodcock, Jr .• 
Edward A. Curtis, Richard G. Macgill, Nicholas 
Simonetti, William 0. Lippman, John J. Morris
sey, and S. Westcott Toole. ■ ■ ■ 
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MUSEUMS 

additio n to the muse um , the cente r wi ll co ntain a 
modern auditorium , a library a nd arc h ives build
ing, a pl a net a rium , a nd a new bu ildin g for the 
stale library. 

■ Mercer County residents are lucky indeed to 
have within the boundaries of the County both the 
State Capital and Princeton University. This fact 
gives them access to museum facilities and services 
vastly superior to those of most other areas of 
comparable size. 

Princeto n has severa l mu se um s avai la bl e . The 
Harvey S. Firesto ne Memori a l Library ' ex hibiti o n 
galleries contain special co llecti o ns of rare books, 
manuscripts, and Princeto ni a na; th e Art Muse um , 
now temporaril y c losed until compl eti o n o f its new 
building ; and the Na tura l Hi story Museum , with 
collections in archeology , ethn o logy, pa leo nto logy, 
mineralogy, and zoology. These mu seums a rc pa rt 
of Princeton University. The New Jersey State Museum, established in 

Trenton in 1890, has for many years been housed 
inadequately in what was intended for an office 
building. A major part of its large collections of 
natural history, geology, prehistoric animal life, 
Indian artifacts, natural habitat groups, as well as 
examples of technological advances, has long had 
to be stored, inaccessible to the public, because of 
lack of display space. 

A Junior Museum specifica ll y fo r young people 
was established in Princeto n early in 1962. It 
carries out a program of spec ia l exhibit s, to urs for 
school classes, week end work sho ps, and is plan
ning some permanent collections. 

The new museum building, part of the new New 
Jersey State Cultural Center, is now being com
pleted. (For more on the Museum, see the section 
on the New Jersey State Cultural Center.) In 

Hopewell is the smallest community within the 
County to have its own muse um . The Hopewell 
Museum , in the Borough , was established in 1923. 
It houses exhibits of local memorabilia and data , 
and it has a large collection of material related to 
George Washington. ( For more on this museum , 
see Hopewell Borough.) ■ ■ ■ 

&p.rimenlal Computer Memoty 

Ploama Prop.,ltion 

THE MIDAS TOUCH UPDATED 
Just as everything Midas touched lurncd to gold, according 10 the 

ancient legend, so, in our own lime, docs everything touched by 
modern science seem to turn 10 electrons . 

A Bach concerto turns to a now of electrons in a stereo amplifier 
. .. a Shakespearean tragedy changes to a stream of electrons filtering 
through the pick.up tubes and microphones of a TV studio. . an 
Einsteinian cqualion yields to solution by conversion lo an in terplay 
of electron currents in a computer. 

Indeed, progress o .. ·cr the past half century can be measured by 
the growth of man's ability to di ssolve various information forms 
in lhc universal solvent of electron interactions so as to combine , 
transform and precipilate them out where and when we choose . Truly, 
a wondrous chemistry! 

Through a program of basic scientilic study at the David Sarnoff 
Research Center and through such original engineering developments 
as the Tiros weather and Relay communications satelli1cs - both 
produced by the Astro Electronics Division- RCA is seeking to 
ex.tend man·s underslanding and use of this versatile chemistry . 

Our success to date encourages us to believe that the touch of clcc• 
tronics-unlike the touch of Midas - will lead eventually, not to a 
world of gold. but to a Golden Age for the world. 

THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN ELECTRONICS 

David Somoff lleMOrch Center A,tro Eledronlct Divltlon 

Tiro1 Weather Satellite 

r 
t . 



State of New Jersey- Culture Center- State Auditorium on left; State Museum , right; State Library in background 
(photographed from model) 

Hopewell Museum Princeton University-Interior of Natural History Museum 
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The Bank 
with 
plans 
for the 
Future 

IIARY Q. llOUUNCI, 
Clloll.-

Like an ascending spire and beacon, 
the Trenton Trust Company is a 

towering symbol of strength to the 
community it serves. Like the sweeping 

span of a bridge, 
the Trenton Trust Company is the 

roadway that links the achievements 
of yesterday with the 

purposeful plans for tomorrow. 
Fusing the mortar and framework 

of its banking structure 
is the vision and vitality 

that nurtures growth 
and prosperity. 

NEIL Q. GREENSIDES, 
l'nlldlnt 



BUSINESS 
AND BANKING 
■ Some business act1v1ty preceded even the first 
beginnings of industry with Mahlon Stacy and his 
gristmill in I 679, or Samuel Green and William 
Trent and their iron works. The very earliest set
tlers bartered with the Indians and with each other 
for their needs, and barter is trading and trading 
is business. 

The Hollanders who came over from the deep
sea port of Perth Amboy chose what is now Trenton 
for the site of a fort and a trading post, because 
of its strategic location on the Delaware River. 
They built on what we know as South Warren 
Street. The trading post is said to have been un
successful, but it was a beginning of trading among 
settlers and between settlers and Indians. 

Scudder and Dunham Department Store, 1880, Trenton 

The early colonists were very remote from their 
home countries and consequently money was 
scarce, but a medium of exchange was highly 
desirable. 

The Indians, mostly Lenni Lenape, used a shell 
money which they called wampum. This shell 
money became acceptable for many types of trans
actions, even among the settlers. For several gen
erations wampum was one of the mediums of 
exchange, but gradually beads took the place of 
the shell, and eventually both were given up. 

Modern department store, Trenton 

When Trenton became the State Capital in 
1790, after the Revolutionary War, this largest 
of the County's communities drew buyers and 
sellers from many miles around. The opening of 
The Trenton Banking Company in 1804 pro
vided the financial third of the classic trio needed 
for successful expansion: business, industry, bank
ing. When banking transactions are not subject to 
the uncertainties and delays of stagecoach mail 
but can be accomplished on the spot, business is, 
of course, considerably expedited. 

For a long time the Delaware River was the 
"road" to Philadelphia markets, with Durham 
boats commonly the carriers, although lumber 
from the upper valley was shipped often enough 
by raft. There were those merchants who shipped 
by pack horse and by wagon. However, a pack 
horse can carry only so much and the primitive 

Modern department store interior, 
Arnold Constable, Trenton 



roads were often impassable from heavy rain or 
snow; therefore, river traffic flouri shed . 

The Delaware and Raritan Canal floated barges 
of coal and other freight between the Trenton
Bordentown area to the bay of the Raritan River, 
from whence cargoes could be transshipped to 
various points in the East. The Canal functioned 
for nearly a hundred years, although the odorous 
taverns dotting its course, where the rough and 
tumble bargemen repaired at the end of a day's 
run, had fewer and fewer customers after the rail
roads began to prosper. Yet the Delaware even 
then retained much of its merchant custom. The 
railroads were efficient and quick, but they were 

Interior of highly specialized store , 
Miff/in Pianos & Organs, Tre11to11 

also more expensive than the commodious river 
freight steamers, and many cargoes demanded no 
haste. Sometimes even truck gardeners sent their 
produce to Philadelphia and other busy ports to 
the south by boat. (See Saga of the River Boats.) 

People living in small settlements rode their 
wagons to town once or twice a year to do their 
shopping. The storekeeper of the time, with some
thing of the same sales philosophy which later 
turned the American drug store into a bazaar and 
recently has produced the mammoth shopping 
center, had a stock of just about anything a family 
would need. There were foodstuffs, clothing, farm
ing and carpenter tools, feed, fertilizer, and horse 
and carriage or wagon fittings all right there with, 
in an occasional "emporium," a barber shop and 
a post office_ 

With the gradual urbanization of the country
side, a small merchant began to find it more 
profitable to specializ.e than to carry everything. 
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Hardware stores ca rried hardwa re and no food or 
clothing, and clothing stores carried no too ls o r 
food . Merchants even separated men ·s c lo thin g 
from women's- a nove lty fo r th a t da y. 

"Convenience buying' ' is part of the modern 
merchandising terminology but its philosophy was 
known well enough to the men who started the big 
department stores around th e turn of this ce ntury. 
The big stores, a t that time, in Trento n, were the 
Phil adelphia Barga in Store, S. E . Kaufman, Yards, 
Scudder and Dunham. Goldhergs, Nev ius Broth
ers, and H. M . Voorhees and Brothers. Several of 
these department stores arc still opera ting in 
Trenton today, including S. P. Dunham a nd Com
pany, Lit Brothers (formerly S. E . Kaufman ), and 
Nevius-Voorhees. Added to the group arc Arnold 
Constable and Sears, Roebuck and Compa ny. 

Later on , "convenience buying" and its twin , 
"impulse buying," motivated the establishme nt of 
the first supermarkets, which soon put grea t num
bers of independent storekeepers out of business . 

The interesting thing is that while many small 
storekeepers formed their own chains for bulk 
purchasing, many a neighborhood butcher or 
grocer still survives, catering to people who like 
the more intimate atmosphere and the personal 
service. 

Shopping centers have sprung up all over the 
County in various suburban areas, some of which 
are the Independence Shopping Mall in Hamilton 
Township, the Lawrence Shopping Center in 
Lawrence Township, the Suburban Square Shop
ping Center in Ewing Township, and the Princeton 
Shopping Center in Princeton Township. A new 
one will soon be built along the River Road just 
north of Trenton. 

No matter what manner of store or business a 
man may want to establish, he would be helpless 
without a bank to help him with financing and 
the transacting of daily business. Likewise, a flour
ishing business brings profits to the banks. So busi
ness and banking can be said to be interlocking 
parts of any modern economy. 

Mercer County has a number of prosperous 
banks. The first bank in the County area, The 
Trenton Banking Company, merged several years 
ago with The First Mechanics National Bank of 
Trenton. The combination became known as The 
First Trenton National Bank. 
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Exterior view of modern bank, First Trenton National Bank, 
offspring of Mercer County's first bank, The Trenton Banking Company (inset) 

lt is one of the County's seven national banks. 
The others are The Broad Street National Bank 
and The Security National Bank of Trenton, The 
Yardville National Bank, The First National Bank 
of Hamilton Square, The First National Bank of 
Hightstown, and The First National Bank of 
Princeton. 

Under state banks, the County's five are the 
Trenton Trust Company, The Ewing Bank and 
Trust Company, The Princeton Bank and Trust 
Company, The Hightstown Trust Company, and 
The Trenton Savings Fund Society. 

Savings and Loan companies, with their con
comitant savings deposit facilities, include: Capitol
St. George, Hopewell, Lawrenceville, Mercer, Nas
sau, Old Borough, Princeton, Roma, Sanhican, 
Stacy, United, and White Horse. ■ ■ ■ 

Interior view of modern bank, 
The Ewing Bank and Trust Company 
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INDUSTRY 
■ Mahlon Stacy, a Quaker from Hull in England, 
who with his family and servants had arrived on 
The Shield in 1677 after a six weeks' voyage from 
London, erected the first house and the first grist
mill, in I 679, in what is now Trenton, Mercer 
County. This mill might be called the modest be
ginning of the extensive modern industrialism 
which has brought prosperity to the County. 

Stacy's mill was followed by a wide variety of 
manufacturing enterprises, like that of Samuel 
Green and William Trent, who built an iron works 
and a forge, and later a mill for cloth; and not long 
after, in 1734, the plating and blade mill operated 
by Isaac Harrow on the site long since occupied 
by the Old Barracks; and the tanning yard of Ben
jamin Biles; and the paper mill of Daniel Coxe, 
this last being established in 1755. 

Old ceramics plant, John Maddock & Sons, Trenton 

When the Revolutionary War came, John Fitch, 
whose steamboat sailed the Delaware before The 
Clermont conquered the Hudson, took charge of 
some sixty men, turning out weapons for George 
Washington's Continentals. During the 19th Cen-
tury, manufacturing prospered as ambitious men 
pr~uced pape~, violins, buttons, leather belting, 
nails, and carnages, and built cotton mills dis
till~ries, tanneries, and printing machine; for 
cal100. However, much of the really important in
dustrial history of the area centers upon three 
major products: iron and steel, counted as one, 
rubber, and pottery. 

In 1745 Benjamin Yard bought out the Isaac 
Harrow plant fr-om which for many years had 
8owcd a stream of frying pans, scythes, saws, 
tbean, coopers' tools, shovels, cow bells, chafing 
cl.ilrlw:I, aod 80 fo.rth. 

Then in I 845 Peter and Edward Cooper, James 
Hall , and Abram Hewitt formed the Trenton Iron 
Company; and in 1848 John A. Roehling, of 
suspension bridge fa me, moved his wire rope op
erations from western Pennsylvania to Trenton. 
Within a span of a very few years, the Phoenix 
Iron Company established a machine shop and 
foundry there; the Eagle Anvil Works came to 
Trenton from Maine; the Trenton Locomot ive 
and Machine Manufacturing Company was incor
porated , fo llowed not many yea rs afterward by 
the Thropp Iron Works, and the Trenton Mallea
ble Iron Company. In 1900 the American Steel 
and Wire Company, a subsidiary of the United 
States Steel Corporation, acquired the Trenton 
Iron Company. With all this high concentration 
of the iron and steel industry in Tren ton , it is not 
surprising that the first open hearth furnace went 
into operation there and the first Bessemer furn ace 
in the United States was tested there. 

Further, the first three-high universal rolling 
mill , a progenitor of the mills now in use at the 
Fairless Works across the Delawa re River, was 
buil t and operated in Trenton ; the first structural 
steel was rolled locally, as were the first heavy 
rails which made possible our wide-flun g national 
railroad system. 

Steam turbines and centrifugal pumps form part 
of the industrial pioneering picture of Trenton . 
Originally invented by a Swedish engineer named 
Dr. Carl Gustaf Patrik De Laval , the geared steam 
turbine generator was commercially introduced to 
the United States in 190 I , as were high efficiency 
centrifugal pumps and air compressors when the 
De Laval Steam Turbine Company plant began 
operations in Trenton. 

As for ceramics, John Stiles McCully opened, 
the first permanent pottery in Trenton in 1799. It 
closed down shortly after the Civil War. Taylor 
and Speeler began making yellow Rockingham 
ware in 1853 and a few years later added white 

Old ceramics ,,tam, Trent Tile Company, Inc., Trenton 



Modem ceramics plant, Crane Company, Trenton 

ware. Incidentally, Taylor is reported to have been 
the first potter to fire a kiln with anthracite coal. 
Soon there were other potteries : William Young 
and his sons with their Excelsior Pottery, and Mill
ington and Astbury and their firm. Some years 
later, Thomas Maddock joined the latter two as a 
partner and the manufacture of china plumbing 
equipment progressed rapidly, ultimately replacing 
some plants making less utilitarian ware. 

Perhaps the most famous pottery in Trenton 
was started in 1889 by Walter Scott Lenox in 
partnership with Jonathan Coxen, Sr. , of the Ce
ramic Art Company. In 1906, having acquired 
control of the company, Lenox organized a new 
company, under his own name, which produced 
Belleek china. Later the company brought out 
lustrous Lenox china, known ever since for quality 
the world over. 

In 1950 an artist with aspirations to produce 
great porcelain came to Trenton from Maryland 
and started a company, to which he gave his own 
name, Edward Marshall Boehm. In the short span 
of fourteen years he has achieved great renown for 
the perfection of his figurines, and already has 
his porcelains on display in seventeen museums 
around the world. 

So much for two of the three principal indus-

tries of Mercer County. The third, the rubber in
dustry, started in 1850 with Jonathon H. Green's 
plant which made rubber dolls and, later, some 
mechanical goods. Green sold out to Hiram Dun
bar and Garret Schenck, but before long the Good
year Rubber Company sued Dunbar for infringe
ment of patent, and the mills had to close down. 
This case is a milestone in American industrial 
history, with two famous lawyers of the period, 
Daniel Webster and Rufus Choate, confronting 

Product of new ceramics plant, 
Edward Marshall Boehm, Trenton 
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each other in the Mercer County Courthouse . 
Webster won. 

By 1925 Trenton ranked first in pottery among 
the cities of the United States, second in rubber 
(at one time there were eighteen rubber com
panies in Mercer County) , sixth in wire and cable, 
and seventh in iron and steel. Every conceivable 
item made of one of these basic products was 
turned out in quantity and shipped away. 

Of more recent years , much industry has moved 
out of Trenton. Some factories have left the area 
entirely ; some have simply shut down . Most of the 
rubber and pottery firms have gone farther west. 
Management looking for new plant locations is 
attracted by greater space and lower taxes to other 
areas. Some plants established in the City have 
moved to locations where they could construct 
one or two-story buildings with well-landscaped 
grounds. The three and four-story brick factories 
remaining in Trenton have largely become 20th 
Century ghosts. 

Yet, since nothing stands still, under the leader-

General Motors Corporation, Ternstedt Plant , Ewing Township 

ship of the G reater Tren to n C ha mber of Com
merce it would see m th a t the indust r ia l growth in 
the o utl yin g a reas of Me rce r Co u nty will be ba l
a nced with a di ffe re nt kind of growth with in T re n
ton itself. So me new li ght industry has a lread y 
begun to move into the C ity. Beca use o f its urba n 
re newal progra m, C it y a uth o riti es ex pect a n in 
c rease in comm ercia l a nd fin a nc ia l en te rp r ises. 

Trento n is ac ti vely seek in g to renew the vita lity 
of it s Ma rine T e rmin a l by attrac tin g new in d ustrial 
firm s to a fa vo rabl e a nd spac io us a rea. A rev ival 
of act ivit y in the por t will und o ubt ed ly in c rease 
the business a nd co mme rc ia l prospe rit y o f those 
industri es a lready esta bli shed in th e metro po lit a n 
sector of the County. 

Meanwhile, indu str ia l growth in the Co unt y o ut
side of Trenton has bee n considera bl e. The repo rt 
of the Mercer County Indu stri a l Commissio n for 
the period endin g Febru a ry, 1964 , I isted just under 
fifty compa nies as hav in g acquired land fo r new 
buildings, bein g in the course o f new co nstructio n, 
or adding to pl a nts. 
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One of the beautiful, 111odem plants which recently 111oved into M ercer County, Hightstown. 
(Inset is reception roo111.) 

Among the nationally known firms which have 
found it necessa ry to expand their existing facilities 
arc: National Lead Company in East Windsor 
Township near Hightstown, McGraw-Hill , publish
ers, in Hightstown, and Socony Mobil Oil Com
pany in Hopewell Township. 

Another proof of progress is the acquisition of 
electronic computers by most of the firms in the 
area. Even quite small companies find that they 
must have them to remain competitive. The big 
Roebling division of The Colorado Fuel and Iron 
Corporation has them; McGraw-Hill has one just 
to make up its payroll; the Trenton Times has one 
that makes type for its presses, and is about to 
acquire a later model. However, most major firms 
have extensive training and retraining programs 
for workers displaced by the electronic machines . 

A spokesman for the Trenton Times says, "Like 
almost all other companies, we are doing our best 
to use automation to make new jobs, and to lower, 
not raise, unemployment." 

It has been pointed out that research has grown 
into an industry, and Mercer County certainly has 
plenty of that and is getting more. Research is no 
longer, if it ever was, a matter of a few silent, 
dedicated men peering hopefully into a micro
scope. Research of one kind or another touches 
almost every facet of our daily lives-it is big 
business. ( See Research.) ■ ■ ■ 

Founder of De Laval Turbine, 
Inc., Dr. Carl Gustaf Patrik 
De Laval 

lnterier view of Machinery Division, 
De Laval Turbine, Inc. , Trenton 
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Front pages of Trelllon newspapers from days gone by 

NEWSPAPERS 
■ The first newspaper to be published in what is 
now Mercer County was The New Jersey Gazette, 
put out in 1778 in Trenton by Isaac Collins, 
printer and editor, who was a Quaker. He devoted 
most of its columns to the support of the infant 
Republic as against Tory fulminations issuing in 
volume from the Philadelphia and New York print 
shops. The Gazette suspended operations for a few 
months in 1783, but gathered up enough strength 
to continue publication for another three years, at 
which time it died. Isaac Collins was never able to 
make a successful business venture of the Gazette 
and often enough could barely meet expenses. 

The Federal Post, later The Trenton Weekly 
Mercury, first appeared in 1787. Its editorial of
fice was nearly opposite St. Michael's Church on 
North Warren Siieet. It ceased publication after 
a couple of years for a variety of reasons. 

The Mercury was followed not too Jong after by 
another weekly which bore various successive 
titles: The New Jersey State Gazette, The State 
Gaulle and New Jersey Advertiser, and The Fed
eralist and New Jersey Gazette. The State Gazette, 
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bought by the Trenton Times newspapers in 1926, 
was the hybrid achieved by this cross-pollinating. 
It was published until 1942. 

Meantime, in another area of the County other 
publishing activity produced Th e Princeton Pack et 
and The General Advertiser. This paper, which 
was first seen on June 22, 1786, was the sixth 
newspaper to be printed in New Jersey. It is in
teresting to note that another paper could lay 
claim to having been the sixth, except that it was 
really a "guest" newspaper, having fled New York 
during the Revolution for safety in Newark. 

Very little is known today of the Princeton 
Packet of that time, nor is very much known about 
James Tod, Princeton's first and only 18th Cen
tury printer, who got it out. It is thought that he 
came to Princeton at the behest of John Wither
spoon, a fellow Scot, and then president of the 
College of New Jersey, now Princeton University. 
At any rate he did not stay very Jong. He set up 
shop in 1786 and the last issue of the paper now 
known to exist is number 54, dated June, 1787. 
It said nothing about going out of business and, 
in fiaet, stated that the rest of the provisions of a 
state tax law would be run in the next issue. 



For the next forty years Princeton and its en
virons seem to have done without a local paper. 
In 1832, however, Robert R. Horner, after one or 
two attempts, succeeded in establishing a news
paper with one of the most comprehensive names 
ever to appear on a masthead: The A merican Sys
tem and Farmers' and M echanics' Advocate. It 
was known fam ili arly, of course, as "The Ameri
C<\n System ." Its weekly editorial strength was 
thrown to the support of the Whig party. Before 
long its name was changed to the Princeton Whig 
and Somerset and Middlesex Advertiser, which 
a lso covers a lot of ground . It came out "every 
sixth day (Friday) nearly opposi te the Market, 
Princeton, New Jersey," said its Quaker proprietor. 
Ju.st after the formation of Mercer County, the 
paper got a nother change of name, this time to 
The Princeton Whig and Th e Mercer County Ad
vert iser. 

In 1906, after still other changes in name and 
proprietorship, the printing plant of the paper was 
bought by the newly-founded Princeton University 
Press. The paper continued publication under the 
aegis of the Press, with its former owner, Charles 
Robinson, continuing as editor until 1909. 

A new editor, young Charles LaTourette, 

bought the paper from the Press after a few years, 
and made it into a successful business. Like most 
small town weeklies of those days, it was a one
man enterprise and Mr. LaTourette wrote and 
edited almost the whole paper. For a time, he also 
took the written material up to New York to the 
Western Newspaper Union Company, which set 
type and did the printing for many small local 
newspapers of the area. Then he brought the sheets 
back for assembly and distribution. 

In 1955, when Charles LaTourette was no 
longer young, the paper was bought by Bernard 
Kilgore, publisher of The Wall Street Journal. It is 
now a lively weekly under the name of The Prince
ton Packet. 

During the 19th Century it did not take a great 
deal of skill or experience at gathering, preparing, 
and printing news to start a newspaper. Some were 
initiated by contending office-seekers, appearing 
and disappearing like meteors in the political night. 
Some papers began simply with a feud between 
rival printers. 

This was not the case with either The Hights
town Gazette or The Hopewell Herald. Both week
lies, the Gazette began publication in 1849 and 
continues to this day. The Hopewell Herald was 

Front page of first issue of Princeton Packet 
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PRINCETON, Printed by JAMES TOD. 
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launched in 1873-74 but all early issues and rec
ords were destroyed by fire. In 1955 it was ac
quired by Bernard Kilgore who incorporated it 
briefly into the pages of The Princeton Packet. 
After it was dropped from that publication , a new 
weekly newspaper began publication in Hopewell, 
The Hopewell Valley News. It also carries news 
of neighboring Pennington. 

To go back to the 19th Century and to Trenton, 
we find that two newspapers steadily increased 
their importance over the years. These were The 
State Gazette, previously referred to, which was a 
staunch advocate of the Republican point of view, 
and the True American, no less solid a supporter 
of the Democrats. Since both papers emanated 
from the State Capital , they received considerable 
recognition as representative exponents of their 
respective political gospels. 

Actually, the True American became an in
fluential newspaper when David Naar bought it 
in 1853. David Naar was said to wield "a trench
ant pen but .. . " to be " . .. strong without being 
abusive." This ability was not common in the news
papers of those days, but Naar was not only an 
extremely well educated man, he was also both 
forceful and fearless . His adverse opinion, strongly 
expressed, of the Government's conduct of the 
early stages of the Civil War brought a mob crowd
ing into his office. He was compelled to display 
the American flag, and for seven months the news
paper suspended publication. 

David Naar kept the True American up-to
date. In make-up and special features it would 
look quite modern to our eyes. Still, when political 
patronage fell away, the paper found it hard to 
cover its ever-rising costs out of ordinary revenue. 
At one point its price was cut to one cent as an 
expedient, then Naar's close friends were offered 
preferred stock. But after his death, the demise of 
the paper came quickly. On August 8, 1913, the 
property went to the Trenton Times at a receiver's 
sale for $47,000. The Times promptly stopped 
publication of what had been a major competitor. 

The State Gazette, too, as we have seen, was 
absorbed by the Trenton Times newspapers. But 
in its day it invariably stood for progressive poli
cies in public matters. Since the True American 
seemed to regard civic improvements with some 
slight suspicion and wanted to be convinced be
yond doubt of their value, a wholesome thrashing 
out of public questions was always insured. 
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The Tren ton Tim es began life in 1882, and was 
successful from the fi rst. Th e Sunday Advertiser 
was consolidated with the T imes in T renton in 
1912, resulting in Mercer County's largest after
noon and Sunday newspaper. Th e Trentonian, 
published in tabloid form , commands the morning 
newspaper field. It bega n publication in 1946. At 
that time, because of a strike aga inst the Trenton 
Times, the printers' union organ ized their own 
paper. Shortly afterwards, private interests bought 
the paper and continued publication under the 
same name. The enterpri se has prospered . The 
Trentonian now plans a new, bigger building to 
house its plant. Today it is published by Capitol 
City Publish ing Company, Inc. 

The list of daily papers in Mercer County ends 
with Th e Daily Princetonian, put out by under
graduates of Princeton University Monday through 
Friday of the school year. It is a tabloid and is 
available to the public. 

Among the weeklies, The Monitor is the Catho
lic diocesan paper of Trenton. It enjoys a large 
ci rculation. Then there are Th e Mercer Messenger 
and Hamilton Life, both of Trenton , and a foreign 
language paper, the Italian La Nuova Capita/e . 
There is also Town Topics of Princeton , a weekly 
in tabloid form with a unique character. Started 
in 1946 by one young man, and then two, as a 
leisure-time hobby, it is a "giveaway" in that it is 
free and depends for its revenue on advertising. 

There is one semi-weekly, Th e Princeton Her
ald. There is also a monthly, American Jewish 
Life, and a monthly magazine, the Trenton maga
zine, published by the Greater Trenton Chamber 
of Commerce. It is circulated to all members of 
the Chamber of Commerce and to professional 
and business leaders throughout the area. ■ ■ ■ 

A forerunner of modern newspapers, True American 
building, North Warren Street, Trenton 



TRANSPORTATION 
■ Many of the first white settlers in the area of 
Mercer County arrived by boat, usi ng the primary 
means of access to this sparsely populated section 
of western New Jersey - the Delaware River. 
However, many came overland , like the Quaker 
families who traveled in 1696 from Long Island 
to sett le Princeton, which they named Stony Brook 
after the place that they had left. Such settlers must 
have found the long-established Indian tra ils in
valuable. They crossed the Raritan at The Ford, 
now New Brunswick , and followed the trail that 
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Forerunner of 111odern bus and trolley , 

Cha111bersb11rg Stage Line, Trenton, 1883 

soon became known as the King's Highway. In
deed, in time most of these trails became major 
roads connecting New York with Philadelphia by 
way of Trenton and other communities. The roads 
were rough, full of holes, and sometimes impass
able ; but they got the persistent traveler on a horse 
or afoot, and later in a stagecoach or wagon, from 
one place to another. 

Predecessor of modern trolley, Trenton, 1885 

The Delaware and Raritan Canal, completed 
in 1838, provided another means of transportation 
for the area, carrying coal and other freight on 
mule-drawn barges. A year later a branch of the 
Camden and Amboy Railroad, which ran along 
the canal banks, connected Trenton and New 
Brunswick by rail. The young railroad had had its 
modest beginnings not Jong before just outside of 
Bordentown. The Belvidere-Delaware Railroad, 
now part of the Pennsylvania Railroad, was in
corporated in 1835, and was completed from 
Trenton to Lambertville in 185 l . 

In 1870 the Mercer and Somerset Railroad took 
Pennington passengers as far as Somerset Junc
tion on the Delaware, where they could change 
to the Belvidere Division for Trenton or other 
towns. The Reading Railroad arrived much later, 
in 1876. (For more on the Reading, see Hopewell 
Borough . ) Once known as the Philadelphia and 
Reading, it comes into New Jersey from Pennsyl
vania through Ewing Township, and runs through 

Electric trolley, Trenton, early 1900's 

West Trenton, Pennington, and Hopewell, with 
its eastern terminus in Jersey City. A freight 
branch runs to Trenton proper. Recently the 
Reading management announced that its passen
ger service between Philadelphia and Jersey City 
would soon be discontinued. 

During the latter part of the 19th Century and 
into the 20th, the electric car, or trolley, provided 
inexpensive, clean, and rapid mass transportation. 
In 1902 a trolley line ran from Trenton to Penn
ington and on to Hopewell. A number of inter
urban lines crisscrossed the area with the Trenton 
Traction Company operating trolleys throughout 
the County. One trolley line ran from the big city 
of Trenton to the town of Princeton, then still 
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Trafjic on Delaware and Raritan Canal , Trenton 

very rural. In those Jess sophisticated days, a ride 
on the trolley on a summer evening was a pleasant, 
refreshing excursion. 

For water transport, the Delaware River re
mained an important artery and in 1935 the 
United States Congress authorized appropriations 
for the digging of a channel twenty-five feet deep 
up-river to Trenton . The Marine Terminal at the 
foot of Lamberton Street could then accommodate 
deep-draught vessels. However, ship traffic into 
Trenton dropped off during the Second World 
War; the channel silted in and soon became un
navigable for anything bigger than a barge. 

In 1954 the United States Congress authorized 
a channel forty feet wide from Newbold Island 
to Trenton, and construction of an 800-foot turn
ing basin at the Marine Terminal. Dredging has 
now restored the 25-foot depth and the water front 
is once again able to receive seaborne traffic. 

As part of the redevelopment of the Trenton 
water front, the Federal Government, in addition 
to making possible the deepening of the ship chan
nel, has scheduled two major highways which will 
connect with the Marine Terminal. These are 
Route 29, a state highway with freeway charac-

Pennsylvania Railroad Stalion, Trenton, 1908 
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tenst1cs, now being built with fi ft y per cent of 
state funds , and Interstate Hi ghway 295 which 
wi ll run from Deepwater north to the Mercer 
County line. Interstate High way 295 will also 
connect with Interstate Highway 95 which will 
extend from Maine to Florida , but far enoug\1 
west of the big toll roads, such as the New Jersey 
Turnpike, so as not to compete with them. The 
two new highways, running close to the Marine 
Terminal , wi ll facilitate transshipmen t of ca rgoes 
to truck carriers. 

The imminent expansion of the New Jersey 
Turnpike wi ll be paid for out of the profits of that 
very profitable enterprise. However, in 1963 the 
voters of the State voted agai nst borrowing from 
those profits to finance a state road-building pro
gram, on the basis that the high rate of interest 
would cripple the future of New Jersey. Many 

Original Calhoun Street Bridge, Trenton, 
spanning the Delaware to Pennsylvania 

voters felt that defeat of the referendum would 
prompt the state legislators to levy a broad-based 
tax. This has not been the case. The two highways 
mentioned previously, Route 29 and Interstate 
295, have to be C'Jmpleted by 1972 according to 
the agreement, in order to receive the stipulated 
Federal financing. 

No accurate statistics are available on the num
ber of automobiles owned by residents of Mercer 
County. However, it is estimated that there are 
60,000 automobiles and 6,000 trucks, owned by 
the 265,766 residents (1960 census) of the 
County. 

Mercer County has a total road mileage of 
1,025, of which 773 miles comprise municipal 
road systems, 161 are maintained by the County, 



Pen sketch of Reading Railroad Station and train, circ. 1890, North Warren Street, Trenton 

78 miles by the State, and 12 miles by the New 
Jersey Turnpike Authority. 

Municipal mileages are as follows : City of Tren
ton, 180; Hamilton Township, 200; Ewing Town
ship, 78; Lawrence Township, 58; Princeton 
Borough, 20; Princeton Township, 41; Hopewell 
Township, 91; Hightstown Borough, 10; West 
Windsor Township, 27; East Windsor Township, 
20; Washington Township, 35; Pennington Bor
ough, 7; and Hopewell Borough, 6. 

Air transportation began in Mercer County in 
1928, when the County Board of Freeholders 

established Mercer Field, a 208-acre tract on Bear 
Tavern Road. For a number of years it served as 
an emergency landing field for mail planes and as 
a home base for small, privately owned aircraft. 

In 1952 the Navy, which had been using the 
field as a testing station for bombers, returned it 
to the County. Since that time, with the help of 
Federal funds, the County has transformed it into 
a modern air center. Runways have been length
ened, a new control tower has all facilities for 
traffic control, and an all-weather instrument-

Marine Terminal, Trenton 
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landing system has been installed. Many private 
planes are still kept there at what is now called 
Mercer County Airport; and the Allegheny Air
lines runs a businessman's schedule to Washing
ton, Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh. 

Near Hightstown is a small, privately owned 
airport, the Trenton Robbinsville Airport, Inc. 

Public passenger traffic throughout the County 
now travels by motor bus or by the main line of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad . People can no longer 
take one of the once well-patronized local passen
ger trains that stopped obl igingly at every wayside 
station . Public transportation , like most aspects of 
life in Mercer County, has changed. ■ ■ ■ 
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Mercer County A irport , Ewing Township 

Stretch of old Camden and Amboy Railroad track . Modern traffic circle, part of Trenton Freeway 
Note stone railroad ties. 
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PUBLIC UTILITIES 
■ Mercer County's industrial growth would, of 
course, not have been possible without its abun
dant water power, furnished by the Delaware 
River, the Millstone River, Stony Brook, and 
Assunpink Creek, along whose banks many grist
mills and sawmills flourished in their day. 

In 1831 the Delaware Falls Company began 
construction of the Trenton Water Power system, 
with a wing dam at Scudders Falls, just below 
Washington Crossing. A channel extending to 
Trenton carried the water thus diverted within 
reach of mills and factories. Thus the combination 
of water power with rail, river, and canal traffic 
created a prosperous industrial center in Trenton. 

However, in modern times, when it was decided 
to build an automobile expressway from down
town Trenton northwest along the Delaware River, 
it was also decided to fill in the channel and use 
that site for the highway. The new road, the John 
Fitch Parkway, is now being extended from Glen 
Afton to the interchange of the new bridge across 
the Delaware in Ewing Township. 

Gas service in Mercer County began in 184 7, 
first in Trenton, then in Princeton. About thirty 
years later electric service became available from 
the Mercer and Burlington Gas and Electric Light 
and Power Company, with several other companies 
joining in the competition toward the end of the 
century. In 1899 all gas and electric companies 
were consolidated into the Trenton Gas and Elec
tric Company, which in a merger became the 
South Jersey Gas, Electric and Traction Company 
two years later, and in another two years, part of 
the new Public Service Electric and Gas Company. 

Public Service has had to expand its operations 
enormously over the passing years. In 1961 its 
huge new generating station on Duck Island in 
Hamilton Township, which had gone into opera
tion only a year before, had to be enlarged. It 
now has a capacity of 680,000 kilowatts, which 
makes it the second largest station in the Public 
Service system. 

Until 1950 gas mains in Mercer County carried 
only manufactured gas. At that time the new big 
pipe line from Texas wells was laid to bring 
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natural gas to this area as well as to more north
eastern ones. After some yea rs of experimentation, 
or about I 958, Public Serv ice facilities were fully 
converted to natura l gas. In that year the com
pany completed the new Gas Distribution Head
qu arters in Law rence Township. and two yea rs 
later began opera tion of the new Hamilton Meter
ing Station in Hamilton Township. 

Only three yea rs after Alexander G raham Bell 
invented the telephone, the fi rst instrument was 
install ed in the offi ces of the Continent al Tele
graph Company in Trenton; this was in 1879. A 
few months later the first telephone exchange 
operators were sayin g, "Number, please?" in the 
offices of the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
which operated the lines for nearl y a yea r, at which 
time the Trenton Telephone Company was orga n
ized. The new company immediately published 
the very first telephone directory for the local 
subscribers, who then numbered 125. 

Busy telephone exchange board, 
New Jersey Bell Telephone Company, Trenton 

Properties of the Trenton Telegraph Company 
were acquired in 1883 by the Delaware and At
lantic Teleg~aph and Telephone Company, a Bell 
System affiliate. By the beginning of the new 
century, when the company moved to what is 
now its main office in the Trenton area on East 



State Street , its circuits extended through most of 
the County in addition to parts of Pennsylvania, 
includ ing Philadelphia. There were 1,200 sub
scribers. 

The Home Telephone Company, a competitor 
of the D. and A. T . and T. eventually became the 
Inter-State Telephone Company. 

In 1927 the rapidly expanding New Jersey Bell 
Telephone Company took over local operations, 
at the same time combining all Bell Telephone 
subsc ribers in the State under one management. 
In th at same decade T re nton became the second 

New Jersey city to have dial telephones. Now all 
exchanges in Mercer County are dial serviced 
and a local subscriber can dial directly to cities 
throughout the United States. 

Today Mercer County, with its population of 
265,766 (1960 census), subscribes to about 
89,000 telephones with the New Jersey Bell Tele
phone Company. 

Expansion will continue in both the power and 
the communications fields in order to satisfy the 
demands of new businesses, industries, and home 
owners in the whole of Mercer County. ■ ■ ■ 

Public Service Electric and Gas Company generating plant, Duck Island, Hamilton Township 
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Princeton University-James Forrestal Research Center. In the background is the l'/asma Ph ysics Laboratory and to far 
right the Princeton-Pennsylvania A cce/eraror . Airplane rnmvay in middle of picwrc. 

RESEARCH 
■ Mercer County has benefited from the zoning 
regulations in Lawrence, Princeton, and Hopewell 
Townships which prohibit heavy manufacturing, 
in that it has become the major part of a large 
center for research. After the Second World War, 
business and industrial management began cast
ing about for research plant locations desirable 
for their proximity to the metropolitan resources 
of New York and Philadelphia, as well as to the 
technical and general libraries of a ranking uni
versity such as Princeton. In the Princeton area 
they also found a residential atmosphere attractive 
to their personnel, with other scientists conveni
ently near for frequent conferences and exchange 
of information. The over-all result is that many 
of the nation's giant manufacturing companies 
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have established their research operations in the 
three townships mentioned. These branches add 
a certain intellectual tone to the community, their 
property is not removed from the tax rolls, and 
usually they contribute visual enhancement by 
reason of their well-tended park-like grounds. 

The climate for this present and increasing 
concentration of research, although in the political 
and economic fields, can be said to have been 
fostered by George Gallup, who in 1935 started 
the Gallup Poll, now known more formally as the 
American Institute of Public Opinion . This poll 
is not only the oldest but also the largest of its 
kind. 

In a somewhat similar but more varied field, 
Educational Testing Service of Princeton, a non
profit educational organization, conducts testing 
programs at all levels of education as well as for 
the professions and governmental agencies. 
Among these are the College Entrance Examina
tion Board admission tests, the Secondary School 
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Admission Tests, Graduate Record Examinations, 
and others. It also undertakes basic and develop
mental research on both educational and measure
ment problems. 

Educational Testing Service, or ETS as it is 
often called, was founded in December, 1947 by 
the American Council on Education, the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, 
and the College Entrance Examination Board. 

One nationally-known manufacturing corpora
tion has two establishments in Mercer County: 
Radio Corporation of America. At its Astro-Elec
tronics Division in Hightstown the Tiros rocket 
systems were built; at its David Sarnoff Research 
Center in Penns Neck the all-electronic color tele
vision was developed, and much pioneer work 
was done in electronic data processing. In addition 
to other sc ientific research , work goes forward in 
the uses of infra-red rays, in acoustics, and in 
microwaves. 

It was at Penns Neck that the six television 
cameras were built which sent back four thousand 
clear pictures of the light side of the moon from 
Ranger VII on July 31, 1964. 

Then there is Western Electric Company, which 
mai ntains landscaped grounds, including a lake, 
around its buildings in a rolling section of Hope
well Township. This complex includes a branch 
of Lehigh University which offers to graduate 
students a two-year course in research with a 
Masters degree for successful work. 

A partial list of other research installations 
would include Food Machinery & Chemical 
Corporation, along U. S. Route I; American 
Cyanamid Company, in Clarksville, Lawrence 
Township; and American Can Company, on 
twenty-six acres in Princeton Township. American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company has expanded 
its installation in Lawrenceville; Socony Mobil 
Oil Company maintains two chemical research 
laboratories, one in Pennington and another, in 
agricultural and veterinary research, near Clarks
ville; and National Lead Company in East Wind
sor Township near Hightstown. 

The Stony Brook-Millstone Watersheds Associ
ation, with its headquarters in Marshall's Corner, 
has seven programs of research under way to 
gather data on water, erosion, pollution, ecologi
cal, and sediment conditions. 
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This is only a sampling of a consumer-product, 
scientific, or industrial research complex unique 
in the United States. There are quite literally a 
hundred smaller research firms tucked away here 
and there in the area, companies which delve 
into the abstruse phases of mathematics and logic, 
textiles, aeronautics, city planning, drugs, com
munications, defense analysis, consumer opinion, 
industrial management, electronics, and other 
subjects. ■ ■ ■ 
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in either direction you' II see 
fine CF&I Steel Products everywhere 

In the East as wel l as the West, CF&I en 
joys a reputat ion for speedy service . When 
you need qual ity steel products ,n a hu rry, 
or quick technica l he lp, CF&l 's mill s lo
cated at Roebl ing and Tre nton, New Jer
sey, and at Pa lmer, Massachusetts, are 
vi rtua lly next door. Our Eastern pla nts are 
now undergoing a multi-million dol lar im
provement program. 

Eight wa rehouses Ea st of the Mississippi 
speed shipments of many CF&I and CF&I
Roebling produc t s di rect to customers. 
Fourteen key cit ies in the East have sales 
and techn ical serv ice pe rsonn el ready to 
be at your desk in a matter of hours. Ca ll 
CF&I when you have a problem-you' ll be 

Welded Wire Reinforcing Fabric 

surprised at how quickly and easily it can 
be solved. The Co lorado Fu el and Iron Corp., 
Denver, New York, Sa n Francisco, Trenton. 

Other CF&I Steel products Include: Galvanized Steel 
Strand • Overhead Conveying Systems - Grader Blades 
and othe r cutting edges • Woven Wire Scre ens • Con
cre te Rein forcing Tie Wire • Gr inding Ba lls. 
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LABOR 
■ The history of organized labor in Mercer Coun
ty begins with the Union of Stone Cutters, formed 
in 1833 during the construction of the New Jersey 
State Prison. The prison was built of fieldstone 
and part of the original building is still to be seen 
on Second Street in Trenton . 

In I 864, fourteen years after the first printers' 
union was organized, the Trenton printers' local 
received its charter as Number 71 of the Inter
national Typographical Union . 

Potters had a trade union as early as 1862 ; 
carpenters and joiners in 1882 ; and bricklayers 
and masons in 1887 . 

These were, of course, all craft unions, and 
when the central labor union, American Federa
tion of Labor, was organized in 1900, its six to 
eight Trenton affiliates numbered eighteen hun
dred members, all of whom were journeymen or 
apprentices. 

Establishment of what became the CIO for 
industrial workers began late in 1936 and the 
Trenton Industrial Union Council , formed the 

followin g yea r as a n a ffili a te, was pro ba bl y the 
first such counc il in New Jersey. It d id no t, how
eve r, last very lo ng . The C IO held it s first co nst i
tution a l conve ntio n in November o f 19 38 , 
orga nized itself forma lly a the Co ngress o f Indus
trial Orga ni za tio ns, a nd the n gra nt ed a charte r 
to the Centra l Jersey Industri a l Co un c il - C IO. 

In October, 196 I th e Ameri ca n Federation of 
Labor and Industri a l Coun ci l merged into a single 
organization : The Mercer County La bo r Union 
Council , AFL-C IO. T oday it has more th a n eighty 
affiliates. 

Generally speaking, Mercer Co unty has en
joyed industri a l peace througho ut the yea rs. A 
newspaper a rticle of 1882 says th at ··1 n no o ther 
locality in the country have o rga nized workers 
met with less hos tility than in Trenton . New 
Jersey ." 

In October of 1957 , or seventy-five years later. 
the president of the New Je rsey State Federation 
of Labor, a t a Mercer County Industrial Com
mission meeting, sa id , " Mercer Count y has a his
tory of industrial peace . . .'' " ... There have been 
strikes here, but the major ones have been of 
nation al origin ." 

One of the loca l strikes had an interesting 
sequel. The printers' uni on struck aga inst the 

The unions have built several beautiful headquarters buildings in Mercer County. This one is headquarters 
of International Brotherhood of Overative Potters AFL-C/O. 
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THE PATTERN MACHINE & FOUNDRY CORP. 
Third & Schenck Sts. 

Trenton, N. J . 

Since 1922 

Manufacturers of all types of non. ferrous castings; green and 
dry sa nd , she ll and CO' process, from specification alloys in 
all grades of brass, bronze and aluminum. 
We will make your complete job; wood or metal pattern 
equipment, engineered to mold properly; make necessary 
cores and costings, and machine them to your specifications; 
in our own shops. Castings can be heal treated, polished, 
plated , and assembled with necessary parts if required . 

I. H. Drake W. H. Patten C. 0. Reeder 

management of the Trenton Tim es newspaper in 
1946 and subsequently organized its own news
paper, a tabloid . Later, private interests bought 
the paper and continued publication under the 
same name. That was in 1949 and the paper is 
The Trento11ia11, a morning paper. 

What might be called the sequel to the sequel 
is also interesting. At the time of the strike against 
the Trenton Tim es, the printers' union refused to 
accept arbitration. The Tre111011 Times manage
ment thereupon recruited non-union people, 
trained them as printers, and put them to work. 
The printers at the Trenton Times are still non
union and they still work in harmony with the two 
union groups that refused to join the strike, the 
pressmen and the stereotypers . 

Labor has been facing a two-fold problem in 
Mercer County of recent years. The movement of 
much i_Qdustry out of Trenton has meant that some 
workers had to move with the jobs. Then, auto
mation having made a number of workers super
fluous, they have needed retraining for other or 
more highly skilled jobs. Some of the big com
panies conduct apprentice programs, a few of 
which cover eighteen separate crafts. 

M. Alfred Loewenthal , First Vice-President of 
the New Jersey State Council - CIO, said in 1961 
that labor recognizes that security and prosperity 
are bound up in the advancement of technology, 
and has a positive attitude toward automation. 
Labor also believes that along with progress 
should go a national automation planning board 
to protect American workers from short-term 
economic injury. Such a board would be a tri
partite agency "linking together the intellect and 
good will of labor, industry, government, and the 
social and technical academicians." 

"Labor is a social force, concerned not only 
with collective bargaining . . . " said Mr. Loewen
thal. Workers "are in tune with the concerns and 
need·s of America in its race with the Soviet Union 
for influence over minds of men and the market 
place of nations . . . " 

The City of Trenton wants to attract industry 
which will utilize its Marine Terminal. The County 
Planning Board, too, wants new industries to 
come into Mercer County where there is room for 
plant expansion and employee parking. If both 
can carry out their plans, employment should rise 
and all of Mercer County would benefit. ■ ■ ■ 

KEYSTONE STRUCTURAL 
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MEDICINE 
AND HOSPITALS 

■ No state has been more careful to 
guard the practice of medicine from 
falling into the hands of ignorant or 
quack practitioners than the State of 
New Jersey. 

Fortunately, the Quakers and other 
early settlers hereabouts brought with 
them men who had received some 
training in the practice of medicine 
in their native countries. With the ex
ception of the Colony of Virginia, 
where the Legislature had provided 
for the regulation of fees and accounts 
of doctors as early as I 636, the Col
ony of New Jersey was the first to 
legislate regulation of the practice of 
medicine and surgery. At the call of 
the most reputable physicians of East 

St. Francis Hospital, Trenton 
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Main building of Mercer !iospital, Trenton 

Jersey, a meeting was held in New 
Brunswick on July 23, 1766, at which 
the New Jersey Medical Society was 
formed. This group adopted articles 
of "association and constitution" based 
upon declarations of honorable senti
ments touching on their professional 
relationships with one another; also 
on their duty to their patients and to 
the public, commending consultations 
with one another in cases of emer
gency, and pledging themselves to 
visit and administer unto the poor 
without regard to recompense. 

The Society promised "to do all in 
its power to discourage and discoun
tenance all quacks, mountebanks, im
postors, or other ignorant pretenders 
to medicine, and on no account [to] 
support or patronize any but those 
who have been regularly initiated into 
medicine either at some university, or 
under the direction of some able 
master or masters, or who by the study 



of the theory and practice of the art, have other
wise qualified themselves to the sa tisfact ion of 
this soc iety for the exercise of their profession." 
The seventeen men who signed this constitution 
included Dr. Thomas Wiggins of Princeton. 

The Society obta ined from the Colonial Legis
lature of 1772 the passage of an "act to regul ate 
the practice of physic and surgery" within the 
Prov in ce of New Jersey, the very firs t act of the 
kind enacted by any of the colonies. 

The Revolutionary War halted the meetings of 
the Soc iety, but in 1782 a notice appeared in the 
New Jersey Gazette signed by Dr. Wiggi ns, Society 
Secreta ry, ca lling for an annual meeting to be 
held at Christopher Beekman's in Princeton on the 
first Tuesday in May of 1782. 

J n 1783 the State Legislature passed a law simi
lar to the one of 1772, and in 1790 an act incor
porat ing the Soc iety was passed. In 18 16 the act 
was extended for twenty-five years, and from time 
to time thereafter its provis ions have been con
tinued and amended. 

Entrance to main building of Helene Fuld Hospital, Trenton 

On May 23 , 1848, the Mercer County Com
ponent Medical Society was formed. It was first 
known as the "District Medical Society for the 
County of Mercer," and held its organizational 
meeting at the United States Hotel on North War
ren Street in Trenton (presently the Trent Theatre 

site ). Five "medical gentlemen" of Mercer 
County, three of them Trentonians, comprised the 
founding group. They were : Dr. John McKelway, 
native of Scotland and medical graduate of the 
University of Glasgow who was elected first presi
dent of the Society; Dr. Francis A. Ewing - son 
of Chief Justice Charles Ewing for whom Ewing 
Township is named - a versatile graduate of 
Princeton University and the University of Penn
sylvania who became the first vice-president ; Dr. 
John H. Phillips of Pennington, named secretary 
of the County Society and later the first of its mem
bers to become president of the State Society; Dr. 
James B. Coleman, a Yale University medical 
graduate noted as a surgeon who also served as 
president of the State Society; and Dr. Henry B. 
Welling, graduate of Princeton University and 
Pennsylvania University, who was an esteemed 
practitioner in Hopewell. Also at the initial meet
ing, Dr. George R . Robbins of Hamilton Square 
and Dr. John L. Taylor of Trenton were pro
posed and elected to membership. 

From the original roster of seven names in 
1848, the Mercer County Component Medical 
Society has grown to 485 members in 1964. At 
present Dr. Joseph R . Burns is president ; Dr. John 
F. Johnson, vice president; Dr. Werner J . Hollen
donner, secretary-reporter; and Dr. Walter R. 
Edwards, treasurer. 

[n 1848 if you were a resident of New Jersey 
stricken with a severe illness, there was only one 
hospital in the State you could possibly enter and 
you would have to be a mental patient. For at that 
time the only hospital was the New Jersey Lunatic 
Asylum at Trenton. In fact, there wasn't a hospital 
bed to be had for the medical, surgical or ortho
pedic patient until 1857, when the Lutheran 
Memorial Hospital was built in Newark. 

In 1839 the New Jersey Legislature began 
studying conditions of the insane in the State, and 
shortly thereafter Miss Dorothea Lynde Dix was 
invited by civic leaders to assist in the survey. 
Moved by her report and appeals, the Legislature 
promptly acted, resulting in the building of the 
New Jersey State Hospital, which admitted its first 
patients on May 15, 1848. 

In 1864 the State Society petitioned the Legis
lature to be allowed "to surrender all its special 
privileges and pecuniary immunities and to re
organize as nearly as possible upon a voluntary 
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basis.'' An act was accord ingly passed continuing 
the organization and giving it authority to confer 
medical degrees which would qualify thei r recipi
ents to practice medicine. The act also conferred 
general powers to regulate its own membership 
and the district societies. This legislation went 
into effect in January of 1866, and thus repea led 
all former acts and supplements regul ating the 
practice of ·'physic and surgery." 

As the years passed, the public demanded 
further legislation and "an act to regulate the 
practice of medicine and surgery" was passed 
March 12, I 880. It provided " that every person 
practicing medicine a nd surgery in this State in 
any of their branches for gain , or who shall re
ceive or accept for hi s or her services any fee or 
reward either directly or indirectl y, shall be a 
graduate of some legally chartered medical school 

Princeton Hospital 

so 

-

New Jersey State 1-lospital, Tre111011 

or university in good standing, or some medica l 
society havi ng power by law to gran t diplomas; 
and such person before entering upon such prac
tice shall deposit a copy of hi s or her diploma 
with the clerk of the county in which he o r she 
may sojourn, and shall pay sa id clerk ten cents 
for filing the sa me in his office, said copy to be a 
matter of record and open to public in spection." 

The above are items of history in the first two 
hundred years of medicine in New Jersey a nd 
what is now Mercer County. 

During the last seventy-five years, our hospitals 
have reflected the general phenomenal progress 
in the medical profession. They have developed 
into multi-million dollar institutions, with facilities 
which the founders of the Mercer County Com
ponent Medical Society could not possibly have 
imagined. Within the County there are St. Francis, 
Mercer, Helene Fuld ( formerly McKinley Memo
rial), and Princeton Hospitals; also, Donnelly 
Memorial ( owned and operated by Trenton), the 
New Jersey State Hospital, and a number of well
managed and well-staffed nursing homes. The 
Orthopedic Hospital, which was organized in 
I 920, recently became a part of Mercer Hospital. 

Approximately 450 physicians and surgeons 
serve the citizens of the Greater Mercer County 
area. In addition to general practitioners, all facets 
of specialized medicine are represented. ■ ■ ■ 
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RELIGION 
■ The so il of what is now Mercer County was 
consecrated to the doctrines of religious freedom 
at a very early date. The first settlers - whether 
from New England or England, Holland, Scot
land , or Sweden - were men who were seeking 
to establish homes where they might be entirely 
free to worship God in accordance with the dic
tates of their consciences. 

Indeed , the long and cruel struggle for liberty 
from religious tyranny in their respective native 
lands led the early settlers to seek religious free
dom in the wilderness of a new land. Thus it was 
that those ea rly settlers - Quakers, Scotch and 
Iri sh Presbyterians, Dutch and French Calvinists, 
and Engli sh Puritans - holding various creeds 

Cli11to11 Ave1111e Baptist Church, Tre11to11 

but all protesting against ecclesiastical despotism, 
found little or no opposition here to the realization 
of their most cherished purpose to once and for 
all be completely rid of persecution for their reli
gious beliefs. 

The Quaker element was predominant all along 
the Delaware, its central head being in Philadel
phia . Burlington County was an especially great 
stronghold of the Friends, as they were also 
called . It is very probable that one of the first 
houses built at the Falls of the Delaware in 1679, 
by the Quakers, also served as a place for religious 
services, for it was some years before a house of 
worship was finally erected. In 1739 the Friends' 
Meeting House was erected at what is now East 
Hanover and North Montgomery Streets. The 
building still serves as a house of worship. 

St. Mary's Cathedral, North Warren Street, Trenton 

In other, early communities, we see a like 
emphasis on religious worship. A group of people 
would gather in one family's parlor and organize 
themselves into a congregation. Thus we see that 
Joseph Stout's house in Hopewell, then called 
Columbia, was the scene of the birth of the Old 
School Baptist Church, whose members were for 
many years the only religious congregation in the 
settlement. The red brick of the church, subse
quently built, has weathered beautifully, and the 
building still stands and is still used. 

The hamlet of Lawrenceville, in Lawrence 
Township, grew up around the Lawrenceville 
(Maidenhead) Presbyterian Church, founded in 
I 698 , still the only church in that small com
munity. Then there is the Old Tennant Baptist 
Church in Hightstown, which has been meaning
ful to many generations of residents. The Quaker 
Meeting House in Princeton, with its walled 
graveyard, where Richard Stockton is buried, is 
a reminder of the Quakers who settled Princeton 
in I 696 under the guidance of William Penn. 

It is interesting to note that the government of 
West Jersey under the proprietors was moulded 
by Quakers, and it gave the broadest guarantee 
of religious freedom to all who should buy and 
settle on West Jersey soil. 

.. i.,..,,,_~·-··:_:. . ... .:"'·:~-... .. 
Sketch of Trinity Methodist Church, 
Pennington Road, Ewing Township 
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Emrance to Pri11ceto11 U n iversity Chapel 

The Charter of Fundamental L aws of West 
New Jersey of 1681 reads in part : "That no men, 
nor number of men upon earth, hath power or 
authority to rule over men's consciences in reli
gious matters, therefore it is consented, agreed 
and ordained, that no person or persons whatso
ever within the said Province, at any time or times 
hereafter, shall be any ways upon any pretense 
whatsoever, called in question or in the least pun
ished or hurt, either in person, estate, or privilege, 
for the sake of his opinion, judgment, faith or 
worship towards God in matters of religion. But 
that all and every such person, and persons, may 
from time to time, and at all times, freely and 
fully have and enjoy his and their judgments, and 
the exercises of their consciences in matters of reli
gious worship throughout all the said Province." 

With such a charter, guaranteeing religious 
liberty to all mankind, and with the special moral 
precepts which the Quakers lived by, regulating 
their personal character and conduct in life, it 
can be said that the Quakers set great store by 
their religion and religious freedom. They estab
lished churches and schools at a very ea·rly day, 
and exerted a marked influence upon society and 
Christian civilization for more than a century in 
the history of Mercer County. 

But staunch adherents as the Friends were to 
their worship, they did not monopolize the land 
to the exclusion of other classes or sects; indeed, 
it is no wonder that many other denominations 
chose West Jersey as a haven of security with such 
a clear definition of religious freedom guaran
teed them. The Quakers were followed by the 
Dutch Reformed, Presbyterians, Baptists, Angli
cans, Methodists, Roman Catholics, and members 
of the Jewish faith. 

Wherever an early settlement sprang up, the 

l 111crio r of l 'r1 11ceto11 U 11iva s11y C hlJ/JC I 

house of worship was among the lirst buildings 
erect ed, and became the center of comm unity 
activity. The settlers thus were carefully guardin g 
the religi ous freedom they had so long sought. 
Many of these churches have become landmarks 
in Mercer County and are representative of a fine 
example of coloni al architecture. 

Although relatively late in arr iving, the Roman 
Catholics have now become a principa l influence 
in the County. Their phenomenal growth may be 
largely attributed first to the Irish, who came to 
America in great numbers during the las t half of 
the 19th Century, and a lso to the substantial 
number of Ital ians and Central Europeans who 
emigrated to the United States during the indus
trial explosion , or awakening, some fifty to 
seventy-five years ago. 

The Chancery Office for the Roman Ca tholic 
Diocese of Trenton is located on Lawrenceville 
Road, Lawrence Township. 

No actual census statistics can be found on the 
number of members belonging to each of the 
major religious denominations in the County; only 
estimates are available. Based on the 1960 cen
sus, there are approximately 79,996 Catholics 
in Mercer County, 74,414 Protestants, and 12,491 
members of the Jewish faith. 

In recent years, the influence of the church in 
community activity has been growing, with in
creased participation of the church in community 
affairs. And with the thought that the formal 
religious service alone is not enough and, further, 
that any activity, if so motivated, can be part of 
the worship of God, churches have for some 
time promoted programs geared to attract and 
occupy their members. Illustrated lectures, picnics, 
sports, dances, and church suppers are very defi
nitely parts of the schedule. ■ ■ ■ 



WELFARE 
■ Four groups of people are eligible to receive 
financial he! p and service from the County: de
pendent children, indigent elderly persons, the 
perm anently and totally disabled, and the needy 
blind . Programs for all these groups come under 
the jurisdiction of the Mercer County Welfare 
Board, under the Bureau of Assistance, State Divi
sion of Welfare. The Federal Government pays 
fo r administ ra tion costs, and shares with the State 
and County the relief expenditure under formulas 
specified in the public assistance titles of the Na
tional Social Security Act. All monies come, of 
course, from taxes. 

Genera l Assistance, a similar form of public 
welfare, is not a part of the federal social security 
program. This form of assistance is of a temporary 
nature and is administered by the municipal wel
fare departments. Hence, New Jersey has a dual 
public assistance system administered at the 
municipal and county levels of government. 

Purveyors of fine furniture 
to discriminating T rentonians 

for Seven Generations! 
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310-318 NORTH BROAD STREET 

Old age and survivors disability insurance has 
reduced the need for public assistance among the · 
aged, the disabled, and children whose fathers are 
deceased and, to a lesser degree, those whose 
fathers are disabled. No resource comparable to 
the social insurance program is available for chil
dren who need assistance because their parents 
are divorced, separated, or unmarried. 

According to Raymond A. Dougherty, Mercer 
County's Director of Welfare, some people in the 
community claim that the Public Assistance Pro
gram, per se, does not lend itself to social rehabili
tation . Yet he points out that assistance is granted 
on a case-work basis. The circumstances of each 
client are carefully ascertained, continued contact 
maintained, and necessary assistance is given in 
relation to the need not only for material relief 
but also for other, related, problems. 

The Welfare Director emphasizes that a family 's 
dependency is not treated as an isolated problem, 
but rather as a symptom of other personal and 
community problems ; that the caseworker no more 
gives assistance without considering related condi
tions than a physician thinks of prescribing medi
cine without diagnosis. Money assistance is prop
erly only one phase of the treatment. There are, of 
course, exceptions in which the caseworker rec
ognizes that a financial assistance grant will suf
fice. From the standpoint of the community, more 
intensive case-work services in public assistance 
programs is desirable on three broad bases: public 
economy, protection of the community, and a 
sincere human interest in the less fortunate citizen. 

Its Director says that the Mercer County Wel
fare Board thoroughly realizes the extensive range 
of its responsibilities in meeting the welfare needs 
of the County. It makes every effort to be an 
integral part of community planning. It shares its 
experiences in order to improve deplorable hous
ing conditions; to increase the number of qualified 
nursing and boarding homes for the aged; to sup
port the establishment of organized Homemakers' 
Services, similar to the one which has operated in 
Princeton for several years. 

A pressing need, according to the Director and 
the Board, is for more caseworkers, so that each 
one has fewer families under supervision. The 
Director praises the Social Service Council of 
Greater Trenton for seeking out new ways in 
which to attack poverty and despair through com
munity planning and social research. ■ ■ ■ 
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HOUSING 
■ The concept of housing may be said to have 
gone through several phases in the course of man's 
history. A tree or a rock; a cave within rocks 
under, on , or rising in terraces above the surface 
of the ground-all have served as shelters. Some 
people have prized a tent , some an igloo, others a 
log cabin. Houses in rows have lined the streets of 
cities or stood in their own grounds . A great num
ber of people prefer trailers , or "mobile homes." 
In all of these housing concepts the main purpose 
has been shelter. 

. , . , 
,- ... , 
- ·~ •~ ll - ~ 
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Modern apartment house, Carteret Arms, Trenton 

Now, along with development of our ideas about 
what housing should and could mean, we have 
realized that the land on which to build our houses 
is no longer almost limitless, as it was for the 
pioneers. It follows that we must use our land 
wisely, for the greatest good of the community. Is 
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it either sensible or necessa ry to crowd eve n multi
ple-occupancy buildings together? Progress ive 
architects and city planners say it is not. They say 
that in order to use the land wisely we must space 
our single family houses and our apartment build
ings so that the land on which they stand is en
hanced both in beauty and in value . 

A little parkland is worth a thousa nd slums . 
Th e New York Times recently ran a four

column photograph of a new hou sing clevc lopmcnl 
to be built in East Windso r Township. This is 
called the "cluster concept'' because, in the 453 

A plan for modem living-Twin Rivers, a proposed 
"cluster town" for East Windsor Township . 

I Photograph of a model.) 



acres of Township woodland to be turned into a 
"townlet" or development, all shopping areas, 
churches, schools, residences, and apartment build
ings will be clustered homogeneously together, 
leaving many stretches of open land for the enjoy
ment of the whole community. 

The Township Board has given tentative ap
proval. Also tentative is the town let's name, "Twin 
Rivers ." 

Freeholder Frank J. Black, Director of the Mer
cer County Industrial Commission, said in 1961, 
" Providing housing is the responsibility of a num
ber of important groups-real estate brokers, 
home builders, apartment building promoters, the 
building trades, lending institutions, and planning 
officials." Planning is a key word here. 

Most Mercer County municipalities would like 
to attract new business and industries. Their gov
ernin g committees and their planning boards are 
aware that often a company pays an expert for a 
detailed analysis of the types, price range, and 
supply of homes in a prospective location area. 
The company must have adequate housing for its 
employees, just as it ha~ to have room for expan
sion and parking facilities. 

People endorse the benefits of doing all their 
Personal Banking with a full service bank They 
find Princeton -Bank checks save time and money 
and provide proof positive of payment. And 
when they endorse their income checks, they 
find it easy to save part of their earnings here. 
Yes, people endorse our product. So will you. 

~, PRINCETON BANK 
~ and Trust Company 

76 NASSAU ST. • SHOPPING CENTER • HOPEWELL 

Residential street-Princeton 

In recent years, some three hundred major sub
divisions have been approved in Mercer County 
and, as we have seen in the East Windsor project, 
more are on the way. 

The City of Trenton, the County seat as well as 
the State Capital, seeks to bring industry back not 
only to revive its once thriving Marine Terminal, 
but also to keep itself financially healthy. (See 
Urban Renewal in separate section.) Some urban 
authorities think that there will be a movement of 
population back to the cities, as has happened to 
a certain extent in New York City. 

As for the individual family, Mercer County has 
all kinds of houses available in various price brack
ets. Adequate money is available in the County 
for mortgages and for any foreseeable expansion . 

Township or 
Municipality 

East Windsor Township 
Ewing Township 
Hamilton Township 
Hightstown Borough 
Hopewell Borough 
Hopewell Township 
Lawrence Township 
Pennington Borough 
Princeton Borough 
Princeton Township 
Trenton 
Washington Tow~~hi~ . 
West Windsor Township 

TOTAL 

Estimated 
Total Dwelling 

Units 1963 

831 
8,340 

20,924 
1,411 

664 
2,704 
4,397 

675 
2,988 
3,491 

34,944 
780 

1,711 
83,860 

55 



3 
F 

America's most precious natural resource 

De Laval pu ts water a nd other natural 
wealth to work in home and industry. 
We supply the water pumps used by 80% of 
America's larger cities. 

Our filtration systems remove turbidity 
from streams and lakes to provide spa rkling
clear drinking water. 

De lava! turbines turn steam into electric
ity and power the shaf ts that drive machinery. 

Our boiler feed pumps keep electric power 
s tations running without inte1 ruption, 

Our turbines and drive gears speed ships 
over the waters of the seven seas. 

Water is only one of the basic materials of 

natu re mastered by De Laval engineering for 
the better service of man. De Laval machines 
handle air, gases, oils. With over 60 years in 
business, De La va l is one of New Jersey's 
veteran industries, For a brochure on any De 
Laval product listed below, write to the fol
lowing address . 

DE LAVAL TURBINE INC. TRENTON, NEWJERSEY08602 

Enterprise Engines • Condensers & [jectors • Pumps • Compresso,s • Turbines • tiydraulics • Marine Propulsion • Turbochargers • Gears • filt er Systems 
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URBAN RENEWAL 
■ The National Housing Act, as amended in 1954, 
provided for Federal Grants for urban renewal on 
the basis of two to one, that is, $2.00 of Federal 
money for each $1.00 paid by the municipality. 
Since when one thinks of urban renewal he thinks 
primarily of the eradication of metropolitan slum 
areas, it follows that in Mercer County such re
habilitation measures are centered in Trenton, the 
County's only large city and its oldest. 

There has been considerable controversy over 
this subject not only in Trenton but also in Prince
ton. Proponents contend there is no other good 
way to replace bad housing with good. Opponents 
say it is socialistic, unrealistic, and a mortgage on 
the future of the community. 

Trenton has embarked on an urban renewal 
plan of some magnitude. It goes, however, with 
what the City planners consider to be a discourag
ing lack of speed. The initial project was the old 
Coalport area on Perry Street. After the razing 
of unsightly buildings was finished, the land re
mained idle for years and is only now beginning 
to build up. Trenton officials say that soon all 
available land in that area will have been com
mitted to construction. In this event, Trenton will 
be able to enjoy some badly needed new ratables. 

The redevelopment area known as the John 
Fitch Way consists of three projects, each one of 
ambitious proportions. Project I is a 47.5 acre 
area bounded by South Broad, Factory, and Mar
ket Streets on three sides. On the fourth side runs 
the new John Fitch Way, parallel to the Delaware 
River. On more than half of this acreage, hand
some new State buildings are going up. (For more 
on these, see State Buildings.) 

The Mercer County complex lies in Project I 
land, too, and the County has acquired some addi
tional acreage within the Project. The remainder 
of the land, together with half of Project II, will 
be turned into the multi-million dollar Plaza Shop
ping Center. Approximately nine acres belong to 
Project II, between John Fitch Way, South Broad, 
Lafayette, and Factory Streets. What will remain 
when the land for the proposed shopping plaza has 
been taken out is at present being considered for 
a parking area. 

Project III contains forty-nine acres between 
John Fitch Way, Market and South Broad Streets, 
and the Trenton Freeway. The plan is to clear this 
site for housing units and a neighborhood shop
ping center. 

Altogether, in these three Projects, we have over 
a hundred acres of City redevelopment, some 
under way and some still to come. 

Another City project is renewal of the Mercer
Jackson area which adjoins John Fitch Way on 
the east. On this fifty-acre tract stand some of the 
City's oldest houses. Major improvements would 
include a new public school, rerouting of through 
traffic away from residential streets, running util
ity wires underground, and the creation of a park 
along the historic Assunpink Creek. The cost of 
putting this neighborhood into good shape is 
estimated at $1,250,000. 

Actually under construction is a 102-acre, 
$2,500,000 Grant-Miller Homes project, just south 
of Coalport, with a 25-unit, low-income public 
housing building at its heart. The Trenton Hous
ing Authority plans a new elementary-junior high 
school there, ample park and play areas, more 
low-cost housing, a local shopping center, an in
dustrial area, and improved paving. 

A 32.5 acre Civic Center is being seriously 
considered for the section from Perry Street to 
East State Street, and from the Trenton Freeway 
to North Stockton Street. 

Five other neighborhood projects are envi
sioned, by the City, two in East Trenton for resi
dential and industrial use, one in West Trenton 
for residences, and one each in North and South 
Trenton for housing and parks. 

Under the encouragement of the Greater Tren
ton Council, private interests have recently indi
cated an interest in construction of another giant 
shopping area on ground now devoted to business. 
It would contain a covered, all-weather Mall for 
pedestrians. This section lies between East State, 
Warren, East Front, and South Broad Streets. It 
is not yet clear how this plan would affect the John 
Fitch Way redevelopment program. City officials 
hope, of course, that both enterprises can go for
ward promptly. (For more on this development, 
see Mercer Coullfy .Tomorrow.) 

No one knows how far this very ambitious re
newal program of the City will progress. It is esti
mated that during the 12-year rebuilding span, the 
cost may go as high as $2,500,000 a year. ■ ■ ■ 
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TAXES 
■ In the matter of taxes, the county may be said 
to be the instrument of the state in that a large 
percentage of a county budget is for fixed items 
decreed by state law, such as the courts and the 
prosecutor's office, welfare, etc. Also the county 
itself raises no taxes. It does assess each munici
pality within its borders in proportion to the real 
estate therein that is subject to tax . But, as a lead
ing tax attorney in the Princeton area put it, "The 
county is like a conduit, in that it passes along the 
levied funds from the taxpayer in the municipality 
to the tax receiver, which is the state." 

As we can see from the following, each munici
pality sets its own rate of assessment in regard to 
true market value. 

PREVAILING TAX RATES AND RATIOS IN 
THE VARIOUS MERCER COUNTY 

COMMUNITIES 

East Windsor Township 
Ewing Township 
Hamilton Township 
Hightstown Borough 
Hopewell Borough 
Hopewell Township 
Lawrence Township 
Pennington Borough 
Princeton Borough 
Princeton Township 
Trenton 
Washington Township 
West Windsor Township 

Dollar 
5.91 

10.77 
5.33 

I 0.51 
5.99 
6.77 
9 .53 

15 .85 
7.42 
3.04 

10.91 
10.57 
6.54 

Ratio 
40.65 
22.45 
45.66 
29.53 
45.40 
43. 16 
27.66 
19.58 
27.54 
88 .66 
43 .26 
18.41 
26.22 

Note : Dollar means the actual rate per hundred of 
assessed valuation; Ratio means the percentage of 
actual value of the property taxed. Thus: if the 
percentage is 43.26 (Trenton), it simply means 
that the property is estimated to be worth sub
stantially over twice the assessed valuation. A 
property in Trenton with a true value of $20,000 
would be assessed for $8,652. 

The above tax rates were those prevailing in 
1964. The apportionment of taxes and abstract 
of ratables, in Mercer County, in 1963 were as 
follows. 

APPORTIONMENT OF TAXES-1963 

Pe, Cent Not 
of Total County 

TAXING DISTRICT 1963 Tax 

East Windsor Township 2.68 $ 209,930.49 

Ewing Township 11.81 924,616.95 

Hamilton Township 21.76 1,704,212.04 

Hightstown Borough 1.28 100,055.90 

Hopewell Borough .70 54,424.37 

Hopewell Township 4.63 362,477.25 

Lawrence Township 7.68 601,303.40 

Pennington Borough .87 68,222.12 

Princeton Borough 6.36 496,144.76 

Princeton Townsh ip 8.50 665,763 .50 

Trenton 28 .21 2,209,907.31 

Washington Township 1.00 79,034 .85 

West Windsor Township 4.52 354,263.86 

Total Taxes 100.00 $7,832,556.80 

ABSTRACT OF RATABLES-1963 

Not 
Apportioned Vah,ation 

TAXING DISTRICT Value Taxable 

East Windsor Township $ 37,298,382 $ 6,759,135 

Ewing Township 164,939,463 41,546,187 

Hamihon Township 304,325,355 151,800,078 

Hightstown Borough 17,652,062 5,602,252 

Hopewell Borough 9,639,830 4,962,996 

Hopewell Township 63,955,183 26,985,278 

Lawrence Township 106,609,927 30,082,989 

Penn ington Borough 12,073,156 2,430,615 

Princeton Borough . 87,994,204 24,110,962 

Princeton Township 117,391,086 104,804,078 

Trenton 399,023,561 186, 134,431 

Washington Township . .. 13,946,829 3,355,962 

West Windsor Township . 62,522,109 17,136,609 

Totals $1,397,371,147 $605,711,490 
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FIRE PROTECTION 
■ Under a reciprocal aid agreement, it is quite 
poss ible to have hundreds of firemen , both paid 
and volunteer, and dozens of pieces of modern 
fire-fighting apparatus converge upon an area in 
Mercer County when needed, with the greatest 
dispatch. Therefore, citizens of the County can 
know that their properties, residential , business 
an d industri al, are well protected against fires. 

This reciprocal a id agreement takes in the Tren
ton fire depa rtment, which is the only one having 
fully paid personnel, and twenty-seven volunteer 
companies throughout the County. The Trenton 
department numbers 240 men and officers and 
opera tes fourteen pieces of first line equipment 
with rel ated accessories. The volunteers total ap
proximately sixteen hundred and are equipped 
wi th eighty engi nes and fire trucks. There are six 
rescue sq uads in the County. 

Under the mutual a id system, as the fire houses 
of any section are emptied beca use of a major fire, 
more distant companies either cover for the va
ca ted districts or actu ally move equipment and 
men into the empty houses. With congested Tren
ton ever facing the problem of conflagration, it 
fo ll ows th at the City requests mutual aid more 

often than any other municipality in the County. 
Under the present system, when Trenton moves 

into a third alarm assignment, volunteer companies 
begin to fill the empty Trenton houses. A fourth 
or general alarm empties all of Trenton's eleven 
fire stations. 

If the City is faced with a fifth alarm or higher, 
volunteer companies actually work at the fire, with 
additional companies coming in from greater dis
tances to cover. Companies from Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania, also respond under mutual aid to 
Trenton and vicinity. Conversely, should a com
munity across the Delaware River be faced with a 
serious fire, Trenton and other nearby volunteer 
companies may send equipment to help. 

Essentially then , if one considers the additional 
a id that can be sent in by the Pennsylvania volun
teers , there are actually more than ninety-six pieces 
of a pparatus and 1,840 firemen directly available 
for duty during a major fire in the County. 

During the drought in the spring and summer 
of 1963, there was reason to fear serious fires and 
even a general conflagration. Governor Richard 
Hughes proclaimed a state of emergency and for
bade rural citizens to burn trash, leaves, patches of 
weeds, or anything else outdoors without express 
permission of the appropriate authorities. Local 
fire departments were able to respond to any 
call from a threatened area so promptly and 
in such numbers that destruction was kept to a 
minimum. 

FIRE PROTECTION IN MERCER COUNTY MUNJCJPALITIES-(JANUARY 1962) 
Fir• Numb., Numb•r of Number of 

MUNICIPALITY Ccmpony (1) Of Men Fir• Apparatus Ambulancu 

Eo,r W indsor Township 
Ewing Township 

Ha milton Township 

Hightstown Borough 
Hopewell Borough 
Hopewell To w nship 
Lawrence Township 

Pennington Borough 
Princeton Borough 

Princeton Township 
Trenton City 

None 
Pe nning ton Rd . .. . . • . . , .. , , . 67 
Prospec t Heights . • . • . . . . . . . . . 58 
Welt Trenton . . ... . . . . . , . . . . . 57 
Colonial .. . . . , • , . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 58 
De Cou . . . . . . .. . , . , , .• , . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . • • • . 126 
Ente rprise . . . . , . . • . . . , . , . , • . .• • ,. • • .. , • • . . , 
Groveville ... . . . .....• . , . . . . . . . • . • . • • • • ., •. • 
Hamilton . 
Mercerville ... .. . . . . . , . , . • . , . . - . . , , , • . , .. . • . • 
Nottingham . . . .. .• , • • •. .... . . . . . .. . . . . . • . 
Rusling . •. • .• . . .. .. . . . , •. . .... . .. . 
Wh ite Hone . . .• . . , . . .. , .. . • • • . . • 
Engint- Co. 1 .. . ...•• • • •.. • . 
Hopewell .. . ..• , •.• .. . . . 
Union Fire Co. . . , . . . . . ... . • • , . .. , .. . , • • . . 
Lawrence Road . .. . . . . ... • . , . . . .. . .. . 
Lawrenceville , . . . . • . .• , . . . , , .• . , . . . 
Slack wood . . . ... , . . . , . , , . ... • . • . 
Pennington ..... • . •• , , ...... . . • , .. .. 
Engine Co. 1 . . . , , • .• • . , • • 
Engine Co. 3 . . . . . . . , ... . . . • , . • •. • • .... . . , . 
Hook & ladder Co. . . .. ... .. . .. . •. . . • . .. . .. . .. 
None 
Trenton fire Dept. 240 
{14 stations) 

68 
35 
57 
60 

173 
52 

150 
,o 
56 
,o 
29 

106 
56 
64 
50 
62 
50 

2,0 

Wash ington Township None 
West Windsor Township Dutch Neck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . 65 

Princeton Junct . .. . .... . . . .•• , . .. . .. .. , . . . . . . . 83 
Totals , . . ...... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 1902 

Source: Mercer County Fire Morshol. 
1, All fire compon ie1 are volunteer except the 14 Trenton 1totion1, 
• Not affiliated with fire Company (Law rence Township Emergency Fir1I Aid Squad) . 

3 
5 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

' 3 

' ' 3 
6 
2 
2 
3 

' 3 
2 
2 
3 

18 

3 
3 

96 

1 

10 

Numbu of 
Rescue Squads 

1 
1 
1 
1' 

1 

6 
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POLICE PROTECTION 
AND PENAL 
INSTITUTIONS 
■ As for police protection, the City of Trento n, 
its surrounding Townships of Ewing, Lawrence , 
and Hamilton, and communities in Lower Bucks 
County are tied in on radio police car communica
tion . Mercer County communities are also mem
bers of the Delaware Valley Pursuit Pl a n, which 
coordinates police efforts to apprehend law break
ers all over the area, ass isted by the newly formed 
Mercer County Association of Police Chiefs, 
which includes not only municipal police chiefs 
but also the head of the County detective staff of 
eight men. 

Four substations of the State Police located 
within or close to County boundaries provide 
police protection to inhabitants of rural areas. 

Mercer County maintains two major penal insti
tutions-the County Jail , which is located behind 
the Courthouse, on Cooper Street , Trenton , and 
the Workhouse on the River Road south of Lam
bertville. 

New Jersey State Prison, Trenton 

62 

O ld Co1mho 11 se and Jail which served M ercer County 
while it was still /}(Ir/ of N1111r erdo 11 Co1111t y, circ. 1730 

Persons convicted o f crimes in th e County, ex
clusive of those sente nced to term s a t the New 
Jersey State Pri son in Trento n, se rve the ir time a t 
either of these two fac iliti es . Al so, those awa iting 
tri al by County juries a re held in the ja il if bail is 
denied them o r they a re una ble to rai se it. 

Both establishments are we ll sta ffed a nd , at the 
Workhouse, men sentenced to ha rd labor a re 
usually assignee! to work in the sto ne quarry. 
Countless tons of crushed sto ne are p roduced here 
a nnually, much of which is used to surface County 
roads. Municipalities also draw on the quarry fo r 
stone for their road repair and building programs. 

Most of the County's muni cipa lities of a ny size 
maintain small ja il s fo r the placing of pri sone rs 
awaitin g trial in magistrate 's court. Trenton, of 
course, has the largest such fac iliti es-two in num
ber-one at the First Precinct Poli ce Station on 
Chancery Lane and the other at Second Prec inct 
on South Broad Street near Beatty Street. 

Persons who are tried and found either criminal
ly insane or in need of psychiatric treatment 
usually are committee! to the New Jersey State 
Hospital or some simil ar institution . 

The New Jersey State Hospital at Trenton for 
the criminally and mentally insane was opened in 
1848, directly as a result of Dorothea Lynde Dix's 
efforts. In her studies of conditions in the jails 
and almshouses of the clay, she found the inmates 
subjected to shocking conditions and gross in
humanities . She presented her report to the New 
Jersey Legislature, which resulted in the asylum 
at Trenton, the first hospital for the insane to be 

• 
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Sketch of New Jersey State Hospital 
when it opened in I 848 

built and paid for by public funds through the 
efforts of Mi ss Dix. She called it "my firs t-born 
child ," a nd it is one of many memorials to her 
humane efforts. 

Dorothea Lynde Dix and commemorative plaque 

MUNICIPALITY 

Eost Windsor Twp. 
Ewing Twp. 
Hamilton Twp. 
Hightstown Bore, 
Hopewell Boro. 
Hopewell Twp. 
Lawrence Twp. 
Pennington Baro . 
Princeton Bora. 
Princeton Twp , 
Trenton City . .. .. . 
Washington Twp. 
Weit Windsor Twp. . . . 
• Also, one 3 •w heol vehicle 

POLICE PROTECTION IN MERCER COUNTY MUNICIPAllTIES-(JANUARY 1962) 
lnvestigoton 

and Special 
Chiof Dep. Chiofs Caph. liouts. 

I 
1 

23 

Sgh . Detectives Patrolmen Offiun 

4 
5 

28 

13 

25 

19 
46 

2 

4 
13 

16 
10 

170 

25 
4 
3 
4 

30 

3 
3 

Vehides 

6 
19 
2 

4• 
4 

47 
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STATE BUILDINGS 
■ Trenton was made the Capital of New Jersey 
in 1790, forty-eight years before Mercer County 
came into existence. The erection of a State House 
was promptly begun, and by 1794 the Legislature 
was able to hold its sessions there. 

The original building would look quaint to mod
ern eyes. It was sixty by a hundred feet with a large 
bow at either end containing rooms for the Assem
bly and the Council. The building was rough cast , 
of a bluish color, and had a cupola which, in 1806, 
was provided with a bell for announcing the hour 
of meeting of both Houses and occasionally for 
sounding the alarm of fire. 

[n 1795 a building was erected for the use of the 
Secretary of State and for the preservation of 
public records . About this time, too, Second Street 
(now State Street) was extended westward a short 
distance and a gravel walk laid from Chambers 
Corner (now State and Willow) to the Capitol. 

Over the years, periodic repai rs and alterations 
have been made to the State House. At one time, 
consideration was given to demolishing the old 
capitol building and replacing it with a modern 
one. But it was decided that the handsome old 

structure wi th its glistening gold dome had been 
too importan t a landmark for too long in the 
memories of New Jersey citizens. Several small 
office buildings have been put up adjoining the 
main building, and in 1848 extensive a lterations 
were made, removing the rough outer casti ng, for 
example, and adding among other things a ro
tunda . 

At least one bad fire is recorded when, in 1888, 
the structure wa badly dam aged . The Civil War 
flag collection was saved by Trenton firemen . The 
City firemen were then still volunteers, but each of 
these men received a medal for valor. 

In recent years, many improvements have been 
made to the State House. The dome has been gold 
leafed and the interior entirely refurbished. A 
large, imposing annex was built in 1930. For a 
long time this building and the State House proper 
were the only two State buildings of note in this 
area. 

Then the State Development Commission and 
other concerned bodies decided to create a com
plex of State buildings to house the government 
departments in a single a rea . It was felt that the 
existing po licy of renting and leasing office space 
was wasteful of money and inefficient for person
nel. It was further felt that if the new buildings 
were grouped into a ha rmonious whole, it would 
not only be the practical thing to do but would 
enhance the appearance of the center of the City. 

View of Trenton, from Pennsylvania, around 1850 
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New Jersey State Capital Complex (photographed from model) 
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The first to be completed , the Department of 
Education , stands on the corner of West State 
Street at Calhoun Street. The next was the tower
ing Department of Labor building. It forms pa rt 
of the new John Fitch Redevelopment Area along 
the Delaware River just below the Soldiers and 
Sailors War Memorial Building. Both st ructures 
are in service. 

The buildings for the Department of Agricul
ture and the Department of Health . each mon u
mental in size and design , a re nearing completion 
next to the Labor Department. Further construc
tion is planned ; for example, the State Library will 
have new quarters on State Street. Eventually the 
complex will extend from Calhoun Street to the 
historic Trent House , well down South Warren 
Street. 

Other State installations in the County include 
the Highway Building and its related structures in 
Ewing Township, the large State Hospital on Tren
ton 's Sullivan Way, and the State Prison between 
Second and Third Streets. Incidentally, parts of 
the original prison building, dated 1799, of field
stone, can still be seen in the quarters of the Princi
pal Keeper , or Warden, on Second Street. The last 
building of any size belonging to the State Prison, 
a square, large, red brick building, was erected in 
1905. Another State construction , a small one, is 
the Vehicular Inspection Station on U. S. Route I 
in Lawrence Township. 

The State Teachers College was moved out of 
Trenton many years ago and stands on impressive 

New Jersey State, new Education Building 
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New Jersey State-Labor and /11du stry /Juildi11g 
i11 the background; the H ea lth-A griC11!ture Ad111inistratio11 

/3uildi11g and Laboratory Center (cirC11 lar building) 

grounds in Hillwood Lakes, Ewing Township. Its 
student body is drawn from all over the country. 

Also located in Ewing Township is the New 
Jersey State School for the Deaf. It is a large an d 
impressive institution , equipped with the most 
modern medical devices. Patients are charged ac
cording to their ability to pay. 

With the completion of the new State Street
John Fitch Way projects, almost all of the large 
number of employees needed to run the State will 
be transferred to offices in the new struct ures along 
the Way. In this connection, it is interesting to 
note that the group of buildings that house the 
County employees lies very nea r the State property 
and new buildings. In effect, much of the John 
Fitch Way will thus be devoted to government, 
state and local. 

Trenton taxpayers, although praisi ng the new 
State buildings, feel very strongly that their City 
should receive from the State much more than the 
comparatively small sum now paid for the various 
services rendered by the municipality. City offi
cials, prodding State officials to increase the 
annual stipend, point out that no matter how beau
tiful, the new State buildings take up land that 
formerly held taxable property and that as a result 
Trenton's high tax rate has gone up. ■ ■ ■ 
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EAST WINDSOR 
TOWNSHIP 
■ Although it is far more rural than Princeton 
Township, E ast Windsor also totally encloses its 
only major community. In the first case it is, of 
course, the Borough of Princeton and in the sec
ond it is the Borough of Hightstown. 

Eas t Windso r is the most• easterly of Mercer 
County's eight tow nships and is bordered by Mid
dlesex and Monmouth Counties, and Washington 
and West Windsor T ownships. The two Windsors 
were one until I 797. Now East Windsor consists 
of 15.6 square mil es where approx imately 2,500 
people li ve under the tow nship committee form of 
government. New Jersey Sta te Police provide law 
enforce ment. a nd the Hightstown volunteer fire 
departmen t a nswers a ll calls to East Windsor. 

Early records show that one of the first white 
settle rs of thi s area was one John Ely, born in 
1707. who ow ned a fa ir amount of la nd . He per
suaded his so ns to es tab li sh their homes nea r 
him , giving them s izable portions of his holding. 

When he was a n o ld man and fe lt his death ap
proachin g, he asked to be buried under a sweet 
apple tree o n hi s la nd. When he died, in I 795, at 
the age of 87, h is wish was obeyed. 

Another la rge ho lding acq uired in tha t neigh
borhood a t an early ela te was the one referred to 
as the Hutchinson tract, surveyed to William 
Hutch inson, a justi ce of the peace under the roya l 
crown of England. Hutchin son ma rried Ann Simp
son, who was born in March of 1699 and died in 
J anu ary, 180 I , thus achiev ing the distinction of 
having li ved in three centuries. 

Another early se ttler was John Hight, for whom 
Hightstow n was named . The records do not show 
the dates impo rtant in his li fe, but it is known that 
he owned nea rly three thousa nd acres of land , pre
sumably purchased from the Proprietors, who were 
first appointed by the crown and late r were elected. 
John Hight built a blacksmith shop, a tavern , and 
possibly one or two other buildings. 

An energetic man , Capta in William Smith, ar
rived in this section from Philadelphia shortly after 
the Revolutionary War. He bought land, dammed 
up Rocky Brook , scooped out a pond, and e rected 

a gristmill. He also ran a prosperous store for 
several years. 

Today's East Windsor Township is bisected by 
freight lines of the Pennsylvania Rai lroad and by 
heavily traveled U. S. Route 130. The Pennsyl
vania, incidentally, uses the same right-of-way 
that was obtained for the old Camden-Amboy, the 
first railroad in New Jersey. 

East Windsor, having within its confines so 
much good arable land, is admirable for farming. 
As we shall see in the section on Mercer County 
Tomorro w, East Windsor Township and its agree
able rural a tmosphere are still a ttracting settlers. 
Two new hous ing developments, one of ten acres 
which is a lready ava ilable to prospective tenants, 
and a far larger one of 453 acres which has Town
ship Committee approval, are bringing new people 
in to the population. The second development is 
called a "cluster town ," for two reasons. First, all 
related structures, such as homes, churches, stores , 
and service a reas, are clustered in groups for con
venience and a lso to a llow a max imum of open 
space for pa rks and pl aygrounds. Second, it rea lly 
wi ll be a town, complete in itself. 

Both of these enterprises will bring greater 
prosperity to East Windsor Township. ■ ■ ■ 

~ITT/7rwroRro'~HIP~ 
n INVITES YOU n 
~ TO JOIN OTHER INDUSTRIAL FIRMS WHO u 
u HAVE RECENTLY LOCATED IN OUR AREA. ~ 

~ M~~~~;~~~~~ati:~~I !;:e~:- ~ 

n • Reasonable Taxes n 
LJ • Excellent Transportation LJ 

~ 
• Part of the industrial research ~ 

heart of the country 
• Room for expansion 

n • Fine housing and a forward looking n 
LJ program for the future. LJ 

~ WE INVITE INQUIRIES. WRITE- ~ 

~ 
East Windsor Township ~ 
Municipal Committee 

Township Hall 
Ward Street ~ 

Hightstown, New Jersey 

===== 
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EWING TOWNSHIP 
■ Ewing Township, situated north and west of 
Trenton. with its western boundary on the Dela
ware River. is a community of some 32,000. Its 
la nd a rea is slightly more than fifteen square miles. 

Settled about 1700 and named after Charles 
Ew ing. once Chief Justice of New Jersey, Ewing 
was created by an act of the Legislature on Febru
ary 22 , 1834. 

Pri o r to 1714, Burlington and Hunterdon Coun
ties had their geographical division at the Assun
pink Creek. Ewing, a part of Hunterdon , was 
named Trenton Township and included part of 
wha t is now Trenton proper. 

On the same day the Legislature acted, a group 
of influential c itizens from the community met at 
an inn ow ned by William Green of Ewingville. 
-~hi s mee tin g res ulted in the election of Ewing's 
first five committeemen . They were Israel Fisk, 
Aaron Moo re. Danie l Ha rt. Obediah Howell, and 
John Howe ll. The committee form of oovernment 
hea ded by a mayor, has bee n in effec~ ever since: 

Like all tow nships surroundino Trenton Ewino 
has been growing rapidly since World W~r II. I~ 
is conceded that , in the not too distant future all 
ava ilable residential property in the T ow nship 'w ill 
have been built up. 

Industrially and in business, Ewing also has 
done exceptionally well. One of the biggest plants 
111 Mercer Co unty is situated in West Trenton
the Ternstedt Division of the gi a nt General Mo
tors Corporation. Sprawling Mercer County Air
po rt is also a large installation that covers much 
ground in the Township. 

North Olden Avenue, Parkway Avenue, and 
Pennington Avenue and Road have been built up, 
each being lined for considerable portions of their 
respective lengths by business establishments of all 
kinds. The River Road area also promises to be a 
busy place, especially when the John Fitch Park
way is extended to the new Scudders Falls Bridge 
across the Delaware River. In the offing for this 
section is a huge shopping complex. 

There are few farms in Ewing Township al
though , at one time, agriculture predominated. 
1:'he expansion of business, industry, and residen
tial areas, coupled with the aforementioned Gen-

era! Motors plant, Mercer County Airport, and 
also the State Teachers Col!eoe at Hil!wood Lakes 
have combined to eliminate ~ost sizable acreage~ 
of open land . 

The Township's principal communities include 
West Trenton and Ewingville. The Belvidere Di
vision of the Pennsylvania Railroad cuts through 
the Township along the Delaware and Raritan 
Canal Feeder. 

Ewing is served by a well-equipped police force; 
protection from fire is provided by two volunteer 
fire companies, the West Trenton one and one on 
Pennington Road. 

Ewing Township is the site of the State School 
for the Deaf. School facilities , in general, have 
expanded tremendously in the past two decades, 
with the Ewing Township Board of Education 
working hard to keep pace with the population 
explosion. Water is provided by the City in some 
sections, in others by private wells. Many of the 
Township 's homes and businesses are hooked into 
"ELSA," the Ewing-Lawrence Sewage Authority. 

It is highly likely that Ewing, like Trenton , will 
one day have no more room in which to expand. 
Meanwhile, however, it is a booming and pros
perous community. ■ ■ ■ 

FOR THE BEST IN SALES AND SERVICE 

COLONIAL CADILLAC INC. 
1655 North Olden Avenue 

Trenton, New Jersey 
883-3500 
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HAMILTON TOWNSHIP 
■ Hamilton Township, with its nearly forty square 
miles of land area, might be said to be Mercer 
County's largest community, except that perhaps 
"community" is not the right word. For Hamilton , 
bounded by the City of Trenton, the Delaware 
River, Lawrence, West Windsor, and Washington 
Townships, and Burlington County, contains with
in itself several sizable towns, or communities. The 
res idents naturally tend to think first of, say, Yard
ville or Groveville, or the lovely hamlet of Hamil
ton Square, and only secondly of the Township. 

Its population now is nearly 70,000, or double 
what it was in 1945, and its rate of growth, fifty
seven per cent , contras ts vividly with a loss of 
eleven per cent in the major City of Trenton dur
ing the same period. But just as some ci ties face 
diffi culties because of a decline in population, 
Hamilton Township is con tinually confronted with 
the necess ity o f providing more and more citizens 
with more and more services. The Board of Educa
ti on stri ves to keep pace with the ballooning 
sc hool enrollment as in creasi ng numbers of fami
lies with young children migrate from the City to 
the Township. 

Hamilton is run by a mayor and a township com
mittee. It has a good I 00-man police department. 
For fire protection it depends on volunteer com
panies . Well manned and well equipped, they are 
located in Rusling, Nottingham, DeCou, White 
Horse, Mercerville, Groveville, Colonial, Enter
prise, and Hamilton. Several of these companies 
maintain ambulance service and rescue squads. 

The early settl ers of this area first went to the 
southern part of what is now Hamilton Township, 
with relig ious and sectarian differences separating 
to some degree the periods of immigration. The 
first were predominantly Quakers, with a sprin
kling of Episcopalians, and later some Presby
terians arrived. Still later, Baptists from the New 
England states and Long Island came to West 
Jersey. 

The purchasers of the section lying between the 
two creeks, the Assunpink and the Rancocas, on 
two sides, and the Delaware River and the line 
dividing East and West Jersey on the third and 
fourth, named their land "The Yorkshire Tenth." 

We can assume that most of them had originally 
come from Yorkshire and we know that they 
divided their purchase into tenths. We think that 
even before 1692 the now extinct Township of 
Nottingham was formed from part of a Yorkshire 
Tenth, and included all of the present Hamilton 
Township. The name Nottingham is said to have 
come from one Isaac Watson who had come from 
Nottingham in England. His house, by the way, 
although built in 1708, is still standing in the 
Township and is recognized as the oldest building 
in the County. (For more on Watson's house, see 
Historic Landmarks.) 

In March of 1842 the Assembly passed an act 
creating Hamilton Township out of Nottingham. 
Later, the sections of Trenton known as Wilbur 
and Chambersburg were taken from Hamilton 
Township, but there was still plenty of land left. 

And there still is room for expansion, both in
dustrial and residential. Some housing develop
ments have been completed, others are still grow
ing. As for industrial growth, Duck Island, lying 
along the Delaware River, is strategically placed. 
The huge Public Service generating plant already 
there pays into the Township coffers a $2.5 million 
franchise tax. And now that port facilities along 
the River, just the other side of the Trenton city 
line, have been expanded as planned, Hamilton's 
Duck Island area should boom. Shaped rather like 
a sweet potato by the Delaware and Raritan Canal 
on one side and the Delaware River on the other, 
the Island is the proposed site of a 300-acre indus
trial park, some of which is now being built. 

Good roads throughout the Township make 
every part of it readily accessible. The industrial 
plants in the northern part already have the main 
line of the Pennsylvania Railroad convenient to 
their shipping departments. Much of the Township 
is serviced by the Trenton Water Department, and 
there is a sewage disposal plant which will be 
extended to cover the whole Township. 

A consideq:ible amount of open space still re
mains in the Township, with fine soil for farming. 
Planners, however, envision the area not as an 
agricultural one but as perhaps the largest resi
dential and industrial center in the County, with 
Trenton becoming its commercial heart and the 
focal point for apartment living. These develop
ments may not take place for some years. But it is 
generally agreed that with its enormous expansion 
potential Hamilton Township can be as big and 
as great as its leaders want to make it. ■ ■ ■ 
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HIGHTSTOWN BOROUGH 
■ Originally created out of a wilderness criss
crossed only by Indian and animal trails, the 
Borough of Hightstown, which is completely sur
rounded by East Windsor Township, has come a 
long way in its two and a half centuries. 

John Hight founded what is now Hightstown 
when he acquired three thousand acres of land on 
the banks of Rocky Brook from the crown of 
England in 1 72 J. The Borough itself was incorpo
rated in 1853 and its limits were extended in 1916 
to include 853 acres in all. 

With a land area of only J .23 square miles and 
a population of 4,272 people at the last census 
count, Hightstown is one of Mercer County's most 
progressive communities. 

During the Revolutionary War, both American 
and British armies often passed through the area; 
and tradition has it that a large oak tree, located 
about two miles south on Old York Road, af
forded shade to General George Washington while 
he rested bri efly during a march. 

Of particular note is the Old Tennant Baptist 
Church, whi ch was organized from the Hights
town Church, founded in 1747. Jn the early days, 
other Baptist groups frequently gathered at Hights
town. This may be the reason for the Baptists being 
one of the strongest and most influential religious 
denominations in the town today. 

By any standards, Hightstown was a backward 
community until the advent of the J 800's. Shortly 
after the turn of the 19th Century, the town had 
only several small stores and a tannery. The first 
post office was established in l 819, and the first 
bank in Hightstown was opened in 1852. 

Peddie School, now beginning its second cen
tury as a college preparatory school, had its be
ginning when a number of local Baptists, in 1864, 
opened "The New Jersey Classical and Scientific 
Institute." Shortly thereafter, when the School 
found itself in serious financial difficulties, it was 
saved by Thomas B. Peddie with a handsome gift 
of $25,000. In consideration of his generosity the 
School took its present name. At one time the 
School was co-educational, but about fifty years 
ago it restricted its student body to boys only and 
it does so today. 

When the Camden and Amboy Railroad pushed 
its tracks eastward, Hightstown lay directly along 
its right-of-way and the town thus was given an 
economic boost. The famous "John Bull" engine, 
which was built in 1832 by Robert Stevens, was a 
familiar sight at Hightstown in those early days 
of railroading in America. 

Hightstown has access to several routes of trans
portation: it is close to busy U. S. Route 130, and 
near by is the high-speed New Jersey Turnpike, 
placing Hightstown within easy reach of any place 
in the New York or Philadelphia metropolitan 
areas. The Hightstown-East Windsor Township 
area is also served, for freight transportation, by a 
spur of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

Hightstown is governed by a mayor and coun
cil, is protected by a 40-man volunteer fire com
pany, and has a police force consisting of four 
men. 

An over-all view of the Borough of Hightstown 
reveals a busy and proud community with a 
promising future. Its merchants are prosperous, 
its industry equally so, and its citizens are solidly 
behind their elected officials. It follows , then, that 
the future of Hightstown is bright as it moves 
toward the final quarter of the 20th Century. 11 a ■ 

The John Bull, prior to 1892 





HOPEWELL BOROUGH 
■ The embryo of the Borough of Hopewell was 
a tiny frac tion of the Province of West Jersey, or 
o ne-sixteenth of one hundredth pa rt , sold to one 
Jonathon Sto ut in 1706. Jona thon, James, and 
Dav id Stout, whose fami lies were early settlers of 
Middletown , Monmouth County, came to know 
the Hopewell Va lley in 1686 because of a hunting 
tr ip they look in the area with the Lenape India ns. 
They fo und the rolling hills a nd rich la nd so much 
to the ir likin g th at a ll three se ttled there. 

Accord in g to the loca l hi stori a n, J. Russell 
Riley, th e Sto ut brothers trave led through un
ma pped te rrito ry lo the Indi a n vill age o f Minne
penason a nd to the ir host, C hief Machk ( the 
Bear ). Tha t India n vill age was quite nea r to where 
the sma ll se ttl ement of Columbia sprang up shortly 
afte r. The n, whe n the pos ta l a utho rit ies established 
a post o ffice in Columbi a, its na me was cha nged to 
Hopewel l. In M r. C ordo11 's Ca zeteer of 1834 , 
Columbia is described as cont a ining "I Baptist 
Meetin g Ho use, 2 taverns, I store, a nd IO or I 2 
dwc l Ii ngs.'' 

Th e Borough was in corpora ted as Hopewell in 
189 1. It s gove rnm ent is mayor-co uncil with s ix 
cou nc ilmen. The mayo r is elected every two years 
and the coun c il members elec ted each yea r fo r a 

term of three years. The borough clerk is appointed 
for three years, but after five consecutive years in 
office, the appoi ntee is entitled to tenure. The 
Juvenile Conference Committee consists of four 
citizens and the local magistrate, appointed by the 
judge of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations 
Court of Mercer County. It hears offenders under 
eighteen in confidential, voluntary sessions and 
seeks to prescribe satisfactory solutions for the 
various juvenile problems. If it fails to do so, the 
case must go back to the Court. 

The first public school erected in the Borough 
was a log cabin on the "Golden Farm." That was 
about 1740. The present elementary school , the 
only school in the Borough, was opened in 1926. 
Hopewell Borough high school st udents have been 
a ttending the Princeton High School on a partici
pating fee basis. However, other arrangements 
will have to be made after 1965 since Princeton 
High School will no longer have room for sending
district students. Hopewe ll Borough and Township 
and Pennington Borough are considering consoli
da tion of their educational systems. 

The Borough 's c itizens have organized a chari
table p roject tha t is unusual in that it is entirely 
priva te. Its a im is to direc t aid to those spots where 
it is specifica lly needed . Known as the Representa
tives United for Serv ice, it is supported by dona
tions . 

In the early day , one could travel from Tren
ton to Pennington by stagecoach in an hour or 

The illl/J(ISSe in the "Frog War" 
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so. and possibly another hour would bri ng one into 
sight of what is now the Borough of Hopewell. 
There was a trolley line somewhat later. It traveled 
very much the same route. T oday there i one bu 
line, based in Trenton, which makes the trip in 
about forty-five minutes. Until recentl y. if one 
wanted to travel by train, there was the Read in g 
Railroad. From its express stop in the Borough, it 
took only an hour to the Read ing Termina l in 
Philadelphia. If the traveler was headed for New 
York . he left the Reading at Jersey City and 
crossed the Hudson Rive r by ferry. Many com
muters have for yea rs driven to the Borough sta
tion from var ious points a long the Delaware River 
in Pennsylvani a in order to take the Read ing. 

Now, however, the management of the Reading 
Railroad has given form al notice that all passenger 
service between Philadelphi a and Jersey C ity is 
to be suspended. 

Years ago, around 1876, the Borough a nd its 
environs had to depend on the service given them 
by the Pennsylvania Railroad , and it was not very 
sa tisfacto ry. The Delaware and Bound Brook, now 
part of the Reading, built tracks to Hopewell, and 
from Hopewell to Phil adelphia. There was one 
hitch . They could not get permission from the 
Pennsylvania to connect their two sets of rai ls by 
crossing the Pennsylvania lines. The Pennsylvani a 
even kept an engine which blocked the right-of
way, except when it was switched to a side track 
to let a through train pass. 

One night the exasperated D. and B. B. men 
chained the engine near the Hopewell Station and 
hurriedly laid the crossing o r "frog" to traverse 
the Pennsylvania track and complete their line. A 
fight broke out between the train crews, and the 
militia had to be called . However, the " frog" 
stayed put and very soon the Pennsylvania, lack
ing patrons, withdrew from the a rea. In local his
tory this incident is called "The Frog War." 

Today Hopewell Borough is a peaceful place. 
John Hart , who signed the Declaration of Inde
pendence, lies buried in the graveyard of the Old 
School Baptist Meeting House for which he gave 
the land although he was baptized a Presbyterian. 
John Hart was a farmer, and parts of his original 
farm buildings stand a short distance away. 

There are businesses in this small municipality 
of about 2,000 people and one or two manufac
turing enterprises, one of which makes parking 
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meter . But Hopewell i primarily a rural com
munity where traffic jams are apt to be caused by 
two blue-jeaned men , riding seeders o r harrows, 
who have paused in the middle of the street for a 
cha t. 

According to the J 960 census the Bo rough of 
Hopewell had a population of 1,9 19 souls, com
pared wi th 1,869 in 1950. The change in the ten 
year spa n represent an in crease of 2 .6 per cent. 
The Borough occupi es a land area of .75 square 
miles, and i compl etely surrounded by Hopewell 
Township. 

Police protection in Hopewell Borough is en
forced by one chief of police and three officers . 
It has recently purchased an automobi le for its 
police department. 

The Borough ha a volunt eer fire depa rtm ent , 
whi ch is made up of fifty-six men. It has two 
pieces of fire appa ra tu s, an ambul ance a nd a 
rescue squ ad . 

There is a Hopewell Museum which, among 
ot her memorab ili a , has more than ei ght th ousa nd 
objects, picture . and doc ument associated with 
George Washin gton . The Trustees of the Museum 

0 Rockvvell 
MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

The Hopewell Plant is 
The Largest Taximeter 

Manufacturer in the World. 

From twenty seven plants 
country wide Rockwell supplies 

Water Meters-Gas Meters 
Valves- Parking Meters 
Voting Machines- Driver 

Training Units-Power Tools 

HOPEWELL DIVISION 
Hopewell, N. J. 

H. S. Rockwell, General Manager 
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HithWow-n,N.J., OfficeBuildings 

McGRAW-HILL, INC. 

Books-Business Publications-Information Services 

SERVING MAN1B NEEC FOR KNOWLECGE 

maintain a fairly lively schedule of special exhi
bit ions. In July of 1964 more than twelve rooms 
were filled with memorabilia of the area and its 
peo ple, in preparation for Hopewell's observance 
of the Tercentenary of the State on September 19. 
One item displayed was a gown worn by Mrs. Jacob 
Wea rt to Lincoln's second inaugural ball in I 865 . 
It is green si lk poplin with a lace collar and three
quarter sleeves. The museum building itself is 
more than a hundred years old . 

In I 74 7 when the Old School Baptist Church 
was built, its minister was the Reverend Isaac 
Eaton, who established a school in 1756. This 
was the first Baptist Academy, which was very 
successful for eleven years. Its success generated 
a demand for a college as a center of higher learn
ing. The result was the founding of what is today 
Brown University of Providence, Rhode Island. 
The first president of this institution was James 
Manning, who had been a student at the Baptist 
Academy in Hopewell. In Rhode Island the Col
lege became known as Rhode Island College. 
Later, it was renamed after Nicholas Brown, an 
early, generous benefactor. ■ ■ ■ 

• NAMEPLATES 
• SEAL PRESSES 
• STEEL STAMPS 
• MACHINE ENGRAVING 
• BADGES 
• MET AL LABELS 
• TOOL CHECKS 
• DOG TAGS 
• STENCILS & SUPPLIES 
• MEMORIAL & HONOR 

ROLL PLAQUES 
Brass, Bronze, Aluminum & Plastic 
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HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP 
■ Sprawling Hopewell Township occupies the 
whole northern section of Mercer County a nd, 
with its fifty-eight square miles, constitutes the 
County's larges t municipality, entirely surrounding 
the Borough of Hopewell and the Borough of 
Penn ington. Predominantly an agra ria n area, the 
T ownship does contain several small man ufac
tur ing fi rms and two large enterprises: the quarry 
of the Penn ington Quarry Company and a re
sea rch branch of the Western Electric Company. 
Western Electric maintains a branch of Lehigh 
University, Penn sylva nia, as part of its es tablish
ment on Ca rter Road. It offe rs the Master's degree 
in a two-year course in technical fields , divided 
between class and labora tory work . 

The T ownship wan ts to attract industry to its 
a rea . T o this end , the T ownship Industrial Com
miss ion, cons isting of six appointed members, will 
send a booklet describing the advantages of the 
region a nd the provisions of the Zoning Code to 
prospective businesses and manufacturers. 

The begi nnings of the Township were made 
poss ible by Dr. Da niel Coxe, who secured a deed 
to the land from twelve Indi an chiefs of the Unami 
tribe, one of the three tribes comprising the Lenni 
Lenape people, usua ll y referred to as the Dela
wares. Dr. Coxe beca me one of the fi rst governors 
of West Jersey after the Quintipartite Deed of 
July I, 1676, had divided a ll Jersey in to East and 
West Jersey from Little Egg Harbor in the south 
a ll the way to the northwest corner of the Province. 
The line of separation was Provi nce Line Road , 
which today form s the eastern boundary of Hope
well Township, separa ting it from Princeton 
Township. This venera ble road goes northward 
into the Sourland Mountains under the same name, 
but when it goes south of U. S. Route I, it is now 
called Quaker Br idge Road. 

Although the date is not known , Dr. Roger 
Parke came from what was later Trenton and was 
probably the first white settler. His purpose was to 
live with the Unamis and study herbal medicine 
as they practiced it. 

It is thought that perhaps the name of the Town
ship came from some of the settlers who had emi
grated from England to Boston on the good ship 

Hopewell. At any rate, the first recorded use of 
the name as referring to this area is in a deed of 
sale dated I 688, wherein one Andrew Smith pur
chased land in "Hopewell." 

An old record book contains the following en
try : "The Town Book of Records wherein is to 
be Entered All Such matters And things as are 
Agreed upon by the Inhabitants of the Township 
of Hopewell in the County of Hunterdon and Pro
vince of Nova Caesaria. 

"March I 4th J 721. At a Town Meeting at the 
House of Cornelius Anderson. 

"Chosen then by a majority of voices-Joseph 
Stout , Ph ilip Ringo, Freeholders for the Township 
of Hopewell. " 

The T ownship itself had come into being as a 
result of a petition from the residents "above the 
fa lls of the Delaware ." This was acted upon as an 
official court action and the date is recorded as 
1699 . At that time Hopewell Valley was a sub
division of Burlington County. It became part of 
Mercer Cou nty in 1838, when the County was 
formed . By 1960 the population numbered 8,000 
and it is increasing. The rolling countryside has 
attracted many residents, some of whom commute 
to work in New York, Philadelphia, or Trenton . 

As in most Mercer County townships, govern
ment is by township committee with five members, 
two of whom are elected each year for three-year 
te rms. Every third yea r, only one committeeman 
is elected . Each year in January the Committee 
e lects one of its members to serve as mayor; it also 
s its twice a month as the Board of Health, in con
junction with its regular Township meeting. 

There is a Hopewell T ownship volunteer fire 
department which cooperates closely with one in 
Titusvi lle a nd that in the Borough of Hopewell. 
The Borough department also has a modernly 
equipped first-a id sq uad . Police protection is pro
vided by the New Jersey State Police with as
sistance from part-time police officers in the Town
ship. The schools a re run by a district Board of 
Education representing both the Township and 
Pennington Borough, two members from Penning
ton and seven from the Township. 

A bus line runs through the Township on its 
way from Trenton to Hopewell Borough, and soon 
a bus line will connect the Township a t County 
Route 518 and Route 69, through Pennington, 
ending at the boundary line of Ewing and Hope
well Townships. ■ ■ ■ 
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LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP 
■ The northern boundary of Lawrence Town
ship's twenty-two square miles is the old Province 
Line Road which in 1676, as straight as if it had 
been drawn with a ruler, marked the division be
tween East and West Jersey. 

In 1685 Dr. Daniel Coxe bought from the 
" Proprietors" a large holding in West Jersey 
amounting to about 45 ,000 acres, which would 
today take in the Townships of Lawrence, Ewing, 
and Hopewell , and a sizable section of the City 
of Trenton. Through two energetic land agents, 
he sold off most of his land in large parcels. How
ever, some of the purchasers wearied of the end
less disputes that seemed to accompany Dr. Coxe's 
rea l estate transactions and left the area . 

Others stayed . There were, for example, the two 
cousi ns. Ralph Hunt and Theophilus Phill ips, who 
traveled in 1694 from Long Isl and along the old 
Indi a n trails a nd bought adjoining tracts of un
cleared la nd with frontage on the King's Highway, 
which is now the Lawrenceville Road. One prop
erty lay cast of a narrow lane, now Cold Soil Road, 
and the other to the west , but both were wilderness 
and th e area had as yet no name. 

The Colonial Supreme Court in Burlington, 
however, decreed not long afterward that, "The 
inha bitants north of Assunpink Creek in West 
Jersey are authorized to form a township named 
Maidenhead ." That was in 1697. By 1703 many 
pioneer families had come, most of them from 
Long Island. like the two cousins. Among them 
were John Bainbridge. John Brearley, Johannes 
Lawrenson Opdyke, Henry Mershon, Elnathan 
Davis, and Joseph Sackett. Some families estab
lished primitive industrial enterprises here and 
there in the region . A tannery was operated on the 
farm of Captain F . W. Vankirk. As early as 1787, 
one Jonathan Hunt erected a sawmill on Stony 
Brook and, about 1800, sold it to Benjamin Titus, 
who added a cooper's shop and a gristmill . 

In I 702 East and West Jersey were united in the 
Royal Colony of New Jersey. The official record 
of Maidenhead, which begins with the entries of 
I 7 I 2, shows that the Township had been carved 
out of Burlington County, land north of the As-

sunpink Creek, Hopewell Township, and the now 
extinct Township of Nottingham. The name Maid
enhead came from the early Quaker settlers, after 
the town near London on the English Thames. In 
1816 a special act of the Legislature empowered 
the inhabitants of Maidenhead to change the name 
to Lawrence, in a salute to Captain James Law
rence, the naval hero of the War of 1812. 

However, Maidenhead or Lawrence, it was al
ways a Township and has always had a township 
committee for government. The Township Com
mittee, incidentally, has just approved a bond issue 
of $500,000 for construction of a new Town Hall , 
to be built behind the present structure on the 
Lawrenceville Road (U.S. Route 206). In May, 
1964, the voters approved the building of a new 
high school. 

For many years Maidenhead remained a sleepy 
pl ace. Besides the Presbyterian house of worship, 
there were only a few houses and the tavern, all 
of rough logs. The main highway, variously caUed 
the Great Road, the Post Road, the King's High
way, and York Road , traversed the length of 
Maidenhead, and on that road starting in I 738 
the first stagecoach began its weekly run between 
Trenton and New Brunswick. 

Of recent years, the Brunswick Pike, or U. S. 
Route I, cutting through the eastern side of the 
Township, has brought traffic of quite a different 
kind and a great deal of it. An appreciable amount 
of industry has come with it. The Township Com
mittee has decided to permit light manufacturing 
in Princessville Park, formerly zoned for research 
and non-industrial companies only. The require
ments have been twenty-five acres of land for 
research firms and fifty acres for industrial 
companies. 

The population of Lawrence Township is show
ing a steady increase. In 1880 there were 3, 174 
people in the Township ; by 1940 there were 6,522, 
and in 1960 there were 13,655 . 

Lawrence Township takes in other settlements, 
smaller than its principal one, Lawrenceville. 
Slackwood, named for Joseph Slack and William 
Wood, became a thriving hamlet, but Baker's 
Basin did not. It started in 1806 when Benjamin 
Baker built a hotel along the Delaware and Raritan 
Canal, and he did well only as long as the Canal 
traffic flourished . Recent years have seen consid
erable population growth from three new devel
opments, Nassau, Norgate, and Pine Knolls. ■ ■ ■ 
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PENNINGTON BOROUGH 
■ The lovely Borough of Pennington lying seven 
miles northwest of Trenton is primarily a resi
dential community. It contains one square mile of 
territory with some 2,390 residents and is sur
rounded by the far mlands of Hopewell Township, 
of which it was once a part. 

The Borough 's recorded history begins long be
fore it was incorporated as a political entity in 
1890. It sta rted with the sa le of 1,300 acres of 
land to one Johannes Lawrenson of Maidenhead, 
now Lawrenceville, a member of the West Jersey 
Society. That was in 1697. Lawrenson sold his 
holding to Richbell Mott three years later, and 
Mott sold to John Cornwall , John Mott , Nathanial 
Moore , and Thomas Recd. The settlement on this 
land became Queenstown , in honor of Queen 
Anne of England. Later it was known as Penny
tow n, pres umably because it was so small, and 
some time a round 1747 the name Pennington 
came into general use . 

Pennington's form of government is mayor
council. It has a one-man police department, aug
mented by the New Jersey State Police who are 
stationed not far off in Hopewell Township, and 
in any emergency by the Hopewell Township 
police as well. There is a 64-man volunteer fire 
department. 

During the early years of the community its 
growth was slow. A pioneer merchant is believed 
to have been one John Smith, who established a 
general store there by 1725 . John Carpenter had 
a store in the hamlet around 1800, and he was 
succeeded by a John Hart in 1825 , who ten years 
later took Henry Baker into partnership, and then 
himself sold out to C. L. Wyncoop, who after some 
years took in Benjamin Holt as partner. And so 
on through various successors. 

The Mercer County Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company was established in the town in 1884 
and is still in operation. Pennington has some 
other businesses such as a large lumber yard, the 
Socony Mobil Oil Company chemical research 
laboratories, the Cointreau Corporation, and the 
Howe Nurseries, a large nursery on the Eastern 
seaboard, selling both wholesale and retail. 

The Pennington School dates from 1836. It is 
owned by the New Jersey Conference of the 
Methodist Church . Its ample grounds contain 
Lake Lowellden, which has recently been dredged 
out, creating a new small island and bringing up 
- in addition to three or four feet of rich silt -
many snapping turtles, some weighing thirty 
pounds or more. Pennington is on the flyway 
for wild birds and the island is intended as 
a resting and/ or nesting place. Swans for the lake 
have been donated. 

Not far from the School is the First Presby
terian Church , the present building being the third 
one on that site. Originally called the Presbyterian 
Church of Hopewell , it was organized by the first 
settlers, and the first authentic notice of its exist
ence is found in the records of the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia, in 1709, with which it was connected 
until 1757 . The first pastor was Rev. Robert Orr. 
who was installed in 17 I 5 ; the second pastor, Rev: 
Joseph Morgan , settled in Pennington about 1730. 
His successor was Rev. John Guild , who took the 
pastoral charge in 1738 and continued until his 
death in 1785. a period of forty-seven years. 

During the winter of 1776, when the British and 
Hessian troops occupied the Hopewell Valley, 
the old wall which runs along the front of the 
churchyard was used by the cavalry as a jump for 
their horses. Today one can see in the Prayer Meet
ing room of the Church the communion table from 
the original building. It was cracked through by 
a blow from the flintlock of one of Lord Corn
wallis' soldiers. 

Through the efforts of the Mercer County Park 
Commission and its President , Freeholder Richard 
Coffee, Borough residents will soon have access 
to a 400-acre recreational area being created by 
the Stony Brook-Millstone Watersheds Associa
tion. It will lie east of Pennington and extend 
south to Federal City Road and Blackwell's Road. 
The park will contain a conservation lake of thirty 
acres. The project will be financed in part by the 
Federal Government. 

In its .99 square mile area, Pennington Borough 
today has 7.17 miles of road. Its population, which 
was 2,065, according to the 1960 census, showed 
a gain of 22 .7 per cent over 1950, when its popu
lation was I ,682. The Borough has its own water 
system, three pieces of fire fighting apparatus, but 
no sewage system. ■ ■ ■ 
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PRINCETON BOROUGH 
■ While Princeton Borough is to Princeton Town
ship very much as the hole is to the doughnut , 
being completely surrounded on all sides, it has 
managed to maintain its own distinctive, resi
dential character through the years. 

Founded by Quakers from Long Island in 1696, 
Princeton lies abo ut half way between New York 
and Phil adelphia. The Borough 's I 1,859 people 
( 1960 census) occupy I. 76 sq uare miles in the 
northwe tern part of Mercer County. It was, until 
after the Seco nd World War, mainly a university 
town, with town and gown relations cordial, al
though briefly strained from time to time by the 
occas io nal spring riots on the part of Princeton 
University students. In 1948 o r thereabouts a great 
many people from elsewhere a long the Eastern 
seaboard . fl ee ing the post-war building boom, 
chose to live in the Borough. where it had not yet 
been felt. They liked its sereni ty. They liked its 
accessi bilit y to their oflices in New York or Phila-

delphia. Now the "university town" has become 
partly a commuter's town, too. 

The Borough has the mayor-and-council form 
of government; it has a fine police department 
which, like the three volunteer fire departments, 
cooperates closely with the Township departments. 
The well-trained and well-equipped First Aid and 
Rescue Squad, Inc. has moved into a new building 
of its own. It belongs to the New Jersey First-Aid 
Council , and responds in emergencies to calls from 
other towns. 

In addition to Nassau Hall, dealt with separately 
elsewhere, many houses of historical interest can 
be seen in the Borough, including the house in 
which Woodrow Wilson lived while he was gov
ernor of New Jersey, Albert Einstein's house, and 
Grover Cleveland's mansion. Many houses now 
standing and occupied were there during the 
crucial battle Washington 's forces fought in and 
around the town after their second success in 
Trenton , early in 1777. One is Tusculum, built 
in 1773 by John Witherspoon, sixth president of 
the College of New Jersey. The Barracks is prob
ably the oldest of the houses. having been used 
as a barracks long before the Revolution . Built 

Pri11ce1011's Palmer Square rewi11s its co lo11ia l appeara11ce 
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of stone, it appears on most early maps, one of 
which was drawn by an American spy for General 
Washington before the Battle of Princeton. With 
the exception of Nassau Hall , none of these build
ings is open to the public. 

As might reasonably be expected, there is a rich 
cultural life to be had in Princeton . A great deal 
of it is centered around the University, and a great 
deal has other epicenters. Visiting lecturers can 
often be heard, free, at the University by the pub
lic ; the Friends of the University Museum sponsor 
exhibitions for public enjoyment and the Friends 
of Music do the same with concerts. 

The Princeton Adult School provides courses 
in almost anything one might want to study. The 
sessions are held on Thursdays in the fall and 
spring, in the classrooms and the auditorium of 
the high school from 8:00 until 10 :00 in the 
evening, and are extremely popular. There one can 
learn elementary or advanced modern languages, 
including Russian , or to sculpt, or to write short
hand or short stories, or to improve one's bridge . 
More than six hundred people register each term. 

The Princeton Public Library struggles admir
ably to cope with the problem of its very cramped 
housing. It is located in Bainbridge House which 
it rents from the University for $1.00 a year. The 
University's Harvey S. Firestone Memorial Li
brary, one of the "greats" in the world, has had 
to curtail its services to the general public but is 
open to all students and faculty , and to all mem
bers of the Institute for Advanced Study and of 
the Theological Seminary. ( For more on the li
braries and on the last two institutions, see Li
braries and Education.) 

Princeton has two legitimate theaters, both 
owned by the University, one being small on the 
campus; the other, Mccarter Theater, contains 
1,077 seats. It is a university-sponsored center 
for the performing arts with a resident company 
of professional actors. The company presents sev
eral plays each year grouped in two series. The 
plays are planned to supplement and illuminate 
the students' courses in the humanities. In addi
tion to the benefit derived by the University under
graduate, thousands of high school students from 
communities within a wide periphery around 
Princeton are brought in each year to see the 
plays as part of their regularly scheduled studies. 
McCarter Theater also presents several series of 
recitals, concerts, and classic films. 
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Both of the motion picture theaters in Princeton 
present first or second-run features. There are 
several enterprising amateur thea trical groups . 
Many instrument a l and voca l clubs and groups 
are active in the town , including the Princeton 
Community Orchestra and the Community Band. 
The Soc iety of Musical Am ateurs is open to any
one who is interested in sight-reading the master
pieces of choral music, o r pl aying in the accom
panying o rchestra . The Society gives no perform
ances. The Princeton Opera Association , formed 
in 1962, has been heard in several concerts, one 
in Columbus Park in Trenton. After the Sunday 
service in the Universit y chapel there is a postlude 
a t the organ by Carl Weinrich, University organ
ist and an intern a ti onally known interpreter of 
Bach . 

In the national press for the las t two years re
ports have appea red of the European trips under
taken by the Princeton High School Choir to sing 
at severa l Continent a l music festivals by express 
invitation. Thomas Hilbi sh, choir directo r, is 
recognized as havin g welded together a fine musi
ca l instrument with which to perform major 
chora l music with taste, talent , and technique. 

As for pa intin g, writing, sculpture, and the 
dance, Princeton has many teachers of these arts, 
and practitioners, too, both profess ional and 
amateur. 

The post-war influx of residents into Princeton 
has changed the town very little. Most of these 
came for the charm and residential atmosphere 
of the place and have helped to maintain it. 
Thanks also to an agreement among the merchants 
of the community, a great deal of the architecture 
of the business section has been made to harmon
ize with the Colonial spirit of Palmer Square, at 
its center. 

In general , it can be said that although it is 
net nearly the largest municipality among the 
thirteen in Mercer County, the Borough of Prince
ton is among the richest. According to New Jer
sey's methods of evaluation, the 1963 audit 
showed the Borough to be worth $88.0 million . 
Furthermore, in each of the three preceding years, 
the tax rate had been reduced. It was also reported 
that for the first time in the memory of Borough 
Council members, all of the preceding year's taxes 
had been collected by August 10. 

( Princeton University is treated in some detail 
in Education.) ■ ■ ■ 
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PRINCETON TOWNSHIP 
■ Prin ceton Township is much larger and less 
densely popula ted than the Borough of Princet?n . 
The 1960 census shows that with I . 76 sq uare miles 
of territory, the Borough's citizens numbered 
I 1,859 a nd the Township's, with something over 
sixteen squa re miles, I 0 ,320. The Township oper
a tes under the committee-pl an of loca l govern
ment , wi th each depa rtment supervised by a com
mittee member. Since 196 1 a n administrator is 
appointed annu a lly by the committee fo r a period 
of one yea r to coordinate the work of the Town
ship boa rds and departments. The five members 
o f the committee a re bo th the po licy-making and 
the administrative body of the T ow nship. Like 
the admini stra tor. the mayor is chosen a nnually 
by his fell ow committee members . 

Since the T ownship tota ll y embraces the Bo r
ough. we have here two mayo rs and two councils. 
two po li ce and fire departmen ts, in less than 
eig ht ee n sq ua re miles, with the inevita ble over
lappin g. Pro ponents of consolida tion po int to the 
New Jersey Local Units Permiss ive Consolidation 
Ac t to prove that legally the two communities 
co uld unite . They furth er poi nt o ut the economies 
and in cr-eased e fli cie nc ies which would result. A 
Joint Consolida tion Committee. after numerous 
con fe rences with c iti zen groups and public o ffi 
cia ls, recommended a pl an. under the mayor
co unc il form . In 1953 . however. the proposal for 
consolidation was roundly defeat ed a t the po lls by 
bo th Borough and Township voters. 

As it is. the situation seems to be managed 
quite amicably. Some ci ti ze ns se rve on key ad
visory committees in both municipalities, and 
severa l community services a re enjoyed in com
mon. One exa mple. in addition to the First Aid 
and Resc ue Squad , Inc., is the public library, 
which is supported by both Borough and Town
ship . The re is also the Juvenile Court Referee, 
who is appointed by the County Judge to serve 
without pay and who hea rs in court all offenders 
under eighteen . 

Princeton Hospital, too, is supported by both 
bodies. as well as by Mercer County, the United 
Community Fund, and by contributions from 

other municipalities. It serves not only Mercer 
County but also parts of Somerset and Middlesex 
Counties . Both municipalities maintain the Prince
ton Small Animal Rescue League, which cares 
for lost , abandoned, or injured animals and en
deavors to find their owners or to place them in 
new homes. Entirely manned by volunteers, the 
League operates a spaying program in cooperation 
with state and national humane organizations. 

The Township Planning Board has, like the one 
in the Borough, nine members who meet regularly 
once a month . Their responsibility is to approve 
public buildings, plans for subdivisions and, in 
general, the proper use of land. A Master Plan 
was drawn up in 1957 to cover long-range devel
opment of the Township. It was adopted and is 
now being carried out. The Board subsequently 
considered a proposal for multiple housing and 
decided against any such construction oth_er than 
tha t already permitted . Similarly, rezomng for 
light manufacturing was urged as a provision that 
would a ttract industry and so broaden the tax 
base. In 1962 the Boa rd decided against the 
proposa l. 

The Township and Borough Planning Boards 
have held a few joint meetings, but each is carrying 
out its Master Pl an independently of the other. 
The Township is zoned into twelve districts, with 
si x types of residential districts , three of business 
districts, an educational district, a research and 
engineering district, and a service district. 

By ordinance, no two houses in the immediate 
vicinity can be of identical design and the mini
mum lot size is one-quarter of an acre. Neon 
signs are discouraged and flashing signs are en
tirely forbidden. 

Despite the growth of population in Princeton 
Township, there a re still open fields and wooded 
areas, although their number decreases as the 
building of new homes increases . 

The Township's population grew phenomenally 
in the ten year period from 1950 to 1960. The 
increase was 90.8 per cent , from 5,407 to I 0 ,320. 
The Township has 40.82 miles of road , no fire 
fighting apparatus, but it does have a fully inte
grated police department manned by about twenty 
officers, including the executive staff. 

Prospects for growth of popula tion, number of 
homes and businesses a re tremendous in this Town
ship, especially in all the areas adjacent to Prince
ton Borough. ■ ■ ■ 
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TRENTON 
■ County seat , New Jersey's State Capital , Mer
cer's most heavily populated municipa lity - this 
is Trenton . With a land area of only seven and a 
half square miles, it also has the County's greatest 
density of population. 

The City derived its name from Willi am Trent, 
the first Chief Justice of New Jersey, although an 
earlier citizen, Mahlon Stacy, came up the River 
from Burlington to the "Falls of the Delaware" 
in 1679 . 

It is related that as early as 1676 some Quakers 
were reported to have settled on the lowlands 
above the Assunpink Creek, but that these settle
ments were totally destroyed by flood in March 
of 1687 and nothing is known about them. 

In 1687 a malignant fever struck both in New 
Jersey and in Pennsylvania, and many people 
fell victim to th is sickness. Indeed, disasters of 

some kind almost always seemed to befall the 
early settlers of a new country. However, the same 
force of character which prompted the pioneers 
to seek homes in the uncharted new regions, en
abled them also to grapple successfully with their 
numerous difficulties. 

Prior to 1700, aside from a few houses, there 
appears to have been no great progress made in 
what is now Trenton. About that time purchases 
began to be made from the original Proprietors, 
for many of the land deeds in this vicinity bear 
dates from about 1699 to 1710. 

Actually, these early decades produced nothing 
in the way of a town or hamlet of any consequence. 
A Mrs. Jemina Howell , who was born in 1725, 
stated in 1814 tha t she distinctly remembered 
when what is now Trenton consisted of but two 
or three small houses. 

An impetus toward growth seems to have come 
between 1730 and 1740, when the settlement be
came a village. By 1748 the future Capital of 
New Jersey boasted a hundred houses. Also, Tren
ton was by then a princi pal stopping place for 
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travelers journeying between Philadelphia and 
New York . 

Following a brief period as a Borough, Tren
ton became a Township from 1750 to 1792, at 
which time the City was chartered . Its vitality was 
then assured, of course, for it had become the 
State Capital in 1790 and, as such, was the focal 
point of New Jersey's government , a pri vilege it 
has enjoyed ever since. 

Early records reveal tha t in 1810 the popul a
tion of Trenton was 3,000 ; in 1830, about 4,000 ; 
in 1840, about 6,000 ( including South Trenton, 
which was annexed that year); in 1850, 8,437 ; in 
1860, 17,228 ; in 1870, 22 ,919 ; in 1880, 29 ,910. 

At its peak, Trenton's population hit 127 ,890, 
reached in 1950. Today, it has fa llen to approxi 
mately 113,000. 

Trenton's first municipal building is believed 
to have been erected about I 720. A two-story 
building of gray limestone with a stuccoed front, 
it stood on South Warren Street a short distance 
down from what is now State Street and con
tained courtroom facilities and a jail. This was 
succeeded by a City Hall which is believed to 
have been built around 1800 and stood on Acad-

Tre111011 old Ciry HaU, / 890 
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Firs/ New Jersey Srare Capirol b11ilding, 
which ocrn1,ied rhe sire of rh e presenr State House 

emy Street, between Broad and Montgomery 
Streets. 

In 1837 came a handsome new C ity Hall which 
still stands. It is the la rge masonry building with 
the mansa rd roof located at State and Broad 
Streets and was, until recently, occupied by Yard 's 
store . The present City Ha ll , erected in 19 10 at 
a cost of approximately $8 50,000, is on East 
State Street between Stockton Street and Armory 
Drive. Pl ans are now bei ng made to e rect an an
nex to adjoi n this building. 

Industry on a large sca le ca me to Trenton dur
ing the last century and closely pa ralleled the 
nationwide rise of industry. Potteries flourished, 
as did rubber mills, iron and steel manufacturing 
plants, and many other kinds of creative enter
prise. In recent yea rs, Trenton has lost many 
factories and a vigorous effo rt to attract new 
industry is underway. 

The growth of the police department generally 
has kept pace with growth of the C ity over the 
years. At present, there are two precincts, manned 
by approximately 250 men and superior officers, 
about thirty short of authorized strength . 

Fire protection was provided by a number of 
volunteer companies until the paid department 
came into existence in April of 1892. The present 
force consists of 240 men and officers operating 
ten engines, four ladder trucks, and various re
lated equipment . 

Trenton has what is known as a st rong mayor
council form of government, which succeeded the 
commission form of government. The latter was 
in existence for several decades except for a brief 
period when the city manager-council form was 
attempted. 



The Pennsylvania and Reading Railroads pro
vide rai l transportation through the City. How
ever, the Reading station in Trenton now handles 
only fre ight, and recently the Company announced 
the imminent suspension of passenger service be
tween Philadelphia and Jersey City. The Delaware 
and Ra ritan Canal has long been out of service 
as a t raffic a rtery. Trolley cars were replaced by 
buses about thirty years ago. 

Tren ton's school system is one of the best, if 
not the best. in New Jersey. Its high school is one 
of the finest and largest in the United Sta tes. Most 
of the City's old two and three-story brick school 
build ings have bee n replaced with new ones . 
Pa roch ial schools have taken considerable pres
sure off the public schools. especially since the 
advent of the population ex pl os ion that followed 
World War II. 

Tren ton has many houses of worship, one ex
ceptionall y fine la rge public park and several 
smaller ones. a fine library system, numerous bank
ing facilities, a number of excellen t department 
stores. a ful l run of charitable organizations and 
in stitut ions. severa l hospi tals , and practically 
every o ther type of facility necessa ry to provide 
for it s c iti zens the answers to a ll their needs. 

That the future of Trenton may very well be 
one o r government and commerce rather than 
industry, and apartments as against priva te resi
(lcnccs, see ms increas ingly probable. Progress to 
tha t end may be slow, however, fo r City planners 
say tha t the economy of the City will first need 
to be rebuilt. 

Trenton's water supply is excellent and vi rtually 
unlimited , thanks to its immed ia te proximity to the 
Delaware River. A new, modern sewage disposal 
plant guara ntees no problems fo r yea rs to come in 
this respect. 

The hea vy density of population , many narrow 
streets, and in adequate parking facilities will pose 
problems for future planners, although efforts a re 
continually being made to alleviate both parking 
and traffic difficulties. 

Unless the City annexes one or more of the 
three surrounding townships of Ewing, Lawrence, 
or Hamilton , as has been proposed, it cannot ex
pand horizontally. With the Delawa re River form
ing its fourth boundary, Trenton can only go up. 

Actually, what has happened in Trenton in re
cent years is what is occurring in many old Eastern 

cities. High taxes have caused industry and some 
business to dissolve or to flee to the suburban 
areas, along with some of the City's more affluent 
residents. Urban renewal has, so far, been only 
moderately successful. 

At one time there were indications that the 
State might "decentralize" - build needed addi
tional structures outside the City. However, this 
did not materialize and, presently, there is under 
way the greatest building program ever under
taken in the State's history with Trenton the 
benefic iary . 

Thus, it can be seen that the seat of County 
and State government is in a state of transforma
tion. City officials are well aware that the future 
of Trenton depends not so much upon what the 
County or Sta te does, as on what is done by the 
community, its citizens, and its business enter
prises. This, everyone agrees, will require leader
ship by the City's elected officials in whose hands 
rests the responsibility of giving firm and intelli
gent direction to the programs currently being 
designed to send the City forward economically 
and cu ltu ra lly. ■ ■ ■ 

CiBrtton,,t' .,,rt;,,,A'a/l' {i]u.,f,,i 
dmtritan £09/t By Edu:ard Jl/arslial/ Bodm 

In J1/tmor1 0/ Pruidtnl Jo/tr,, F. Kuintd1 
Jmuican Em6auy, L ondon, En9/a,sd 
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WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 
■ Washington Township in Mercer County's rich 
farm belt is a twenty square mile area with a popu
lation of about 2,500. Its exact date of settlement 
is not known, although in 1750, or perhaps a 
little later, a John Chamberlain located north of 
the Old York Road, in the southwest part of the 
Township and there reared a family. 

Situated in the southeast corner of the County, 
it was formerly a part of E as t Windsor Township 
until the New Jersey Assembly approved its estab
lishment in 1859. Many buildings from the early 
days still stand , fo r in those times houses and 
barns were built to last. Substantia l foundations, 
thick stone wa lls, a nd stout timbers combined to 
give permanence to America 's ea rly residences 
and outbuildings. 

Since the time of the first records, Washington 
Township has had handsome farm s whose early 
crops were principa ll y corn and rye. Many farmers 
main ta in large apple orcha rds, too, and their 
fruit is the principal component for apple cider 
and fi ne apple whiskey. Ca ttle has been ra ised 
for mea t and hides, with much of the producti on 
of the la tt er go in g to the ta nning ya rds in and 
about Trenton. 

T wo important roads traverse the Tow nship -
the New Jersey Turnpike and U. S. Route 130. 
Just north of the latte r and a short distance from 
Hight stown is the quaint little town of Windsor. 
Although its population is small , perhaps less than 
fo ur hundred, it is the largest hamlet in the Town
ship, and it was there long before the T ow nship 
was founded. 

According to old records, prior to the year 
18 18 Windsor and the surrounding country was 
heavily timbered and was called Magrilla. A short 
di stance from the vill age, on the road to Edinburg, 
was a cluster of houses called New Market. 

Another small but important town is New 
Sharon, once upon a time called Cattail, for some 
reason now not known . It is located southeast of 
Windsor and a short distance south of the Turn
pike. It is said that , at one time, New Sharon 
boasted a tanning yard, a shoe-making establish
ment, a cider and whiskey dis! illery operated by 
one Jacob Fisher, and a hat manufacturing plant 

owned by John and William Story. And, of course, 
the town had its wheelwright and blacksmith 
shops, both essential to the commerce of every 
early community. 

The first real road to pierce the area that is 
now Washington Township was a turnpike extend
ing from Bordentown to South Amboy. The New 
Jersey Legislature passed an act in I 8 I 6 granting 
permission to a company to build it for the pur
pose of carrying travelers by stagecoach between 
Philadelphia and New York. Two years later this 
turnpike was finally laid out and constructed. A 
hotel was erected in Windsor which then became 
a popular stopping place where travelers could 
rest and could get food and the necessary change 
of horses. 

Perhaps the most significant historical event in 
the history of the Township occurred twenty-nine 
years before it was founded. In 1830 the State 
Legislature granted a charter to the Camden and 
Amboy R a ilroad and Transportation Company 
for the State's first commercial railroad which, 
when completed, would link Raritan Bay and the 
Delaware River. 

By 1832 the line, which had begun in Borden
town , had reached Windsor and been extended to 
Hightstown , thus opening up the territory to com
merce . The railroad right-of-way ran right through 
the center of Windsor - and still does - a lthough 
only freight is ca rried now. 

As the line moved stead ily eastward, Windsor 
briefly became a boom town. In grading the road, 
much stone was required and area fa rmers for
sook their crops to concentrate on crushing rocks. 
Hundreds of " perches" of stone (a "perch" is 
twenty-seven solid, or cubic, feet) were supplied 
along the right-of-way. The railroad then paid the 
farmers one doll ar a perch to break up the stone 
into pieces small enough for suitable roadbed. 

The growth of Washington Township's modern 
school system has followed that of most farm 
communities. Its present enrollment exceeds four 
hundred . A volunteer fire department has recently 
been organized and police protection is adequate. 
Governmen t is the mayor-committee form. 

Washington Township, one of the few remain
ing open areas in the populous belt between New 
York and Philadelphia, may in a few years be 
subject to the same residential and commercial 
expansion that has so changed the face of the rest 
of Mercer County. ■ ■ ■ 
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WEST WINDSOR 
TOWNSHIP 
■ The Township of West Windsor, with its popu
lation of 5,000, covers an area of nearly twenty
seven sq uare miles. Its borders touch on Lawrence, 
Princeton , East Windsor, and Washington Town
ships a nd Middlesex County, of which, inciden
tally, it was once a part. The separation came in 
1797, the Townships of East a nd West Windsor 
being the result. 

According to some historians, West Windsor 
Township once extended north as far as Nassau 
Street in Princeton. until Princeton Borough was 
fo rmed in 18 13 and. later, Princeton Township 
from the northern part of West Windsor. There
fo re. the celebrated Battle of Princeton actually 
was fought in Windsor (or West Windsor) Town
ship. A lso, much of the Princeton University 
grounds was once West Windsor land. 

In the early I 800's, community life in the Town
ship centered largely around the churches. The 
Princeton Baptist Church at Penns Neck and the 
First Presbyterian Church at Dutch Neck are and 
have been the only ones in the Township. The 
former was built in 1812 on the old King's High
way, a stagecoach route from New York to Phila
delphia. The congregation at Dutch Neck was 
organized four years later. One of the ea rliest 
gravestones in the Dutch Neck Cemetery is dated 
1771 and, therefore, predates the Revolutionary 
War. 

By far the largest single land use category in 
West Windsor Township is agriculture. Farms take 
up some 11,200 acres, or 65.5 per cent of the total 
Township area. 

Research and industry has been moving into 
the Township and at present occupy 1,220 acres, 
or slightly more than seven per cent of the land 
area. Residences, exclusive of those occupied by 
farmers, use only 687 acres, or four per cent. 

In March of this year, the Township Planning 
Board published an interesting booklet containing 
a plan for the physical development of the com
munity. Emphasized therein is the fact that be-

cause of its over-all attractiveness and favorable 
municipal tax basis, growth is assured in the resi
dential, industrial, and research fields. 

Problems of the future will be securing adequate 
water supplies and sewage disposal facilities, not 
only to service the areas rapidly building up, but 
also those that eventually will be developed . Then, 
too, the expansion of the school system will be 
necessary, accomplished perhaps by joining in 
with nearby municipalities on a regional basis. 

Communities in the Township include Dutch 
Neck, Penns Neck, Grover's Mill, Edinburg, 
Clarksville, and Princeton Junction. The Junction 
is on the main line of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
which runs a branch line into Princeton Borough. 

There are twenty-seven miles of road and U. S. 
Route I cuts across the northern end of the Town
ship ; its government is of the mayor-committee 
form. 

The Township's prime natural resource is the 
excellence of its agricultural land. There are no 
extensive wooded areas having commercial value 
and no known mineral deposits. There are, how
ever, areas having sand or gravel deposits which 
might have value at some future date. ■ ■ ■ 

FOCUS 
ON 

WEST WINDSOR TOWNSHIP 

Mercer County, New Jersey 

FOR YOUR NEW PLANT SITE 

IDEALLY LOCATED at the hub of the 
world's richest regional market. 

AN INTEGRAL PART of the nation's 
important research complex. 

LOWEST TAXES in all of New Jersey. 
ABUNDANT WATER throughout the entire 

township. 
EXCELLENT EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES, 

with outstanding universities and 
colleges nearby. 

FOR INFORMATION, WRITE: 

West Windsor Township 
Municipal Committee 

l Township Hall 
\ Dutch Neck, New Jersey 
== 
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Yanh·illc Suppl~: sn lutcl'- tlw Stn l f• of 
I\cw J,·rsc Y in its 300th , •1•nr of growth 
and pro:--p;·rit~·. \V1.• r e m!~- our pl<'t lµ: I" l o 

s upply the PEOPl ,E. h•1th mati·ri :1ll y 
and 1noralh·. ~o thr,· llltl\' .i c h i ◄ •\' <' their 
Pl' HPOSE ~n<l conirih11; •. lo the fur
ther PHOG HESS of our G n :'.'HI S tu tr . 

YAHDVILLE, N . J. • J U 6-1600 

In 1888, the Heinemann Electric Company 
was founded. In 1929, the company be
came a resident of Mercer County. For 35 
years we have watched the area grow and 
have participated, in a modest way, in 
that growth. On this, the County's 300th 
anniversary, we wish to thank our neigh
bors for making Greater Trenton the fine 
place it is to live and work. 

Time-Delay 
Relays 

Hydraulic-Magnetic 
Circuit Breakef'S 

Overload 
Relays 

HEINEMANN ELECTRIC COMPANY 
177 BRUNSWICK PIKE, TRENTON, N. J. 

116 YEARS OF 

QUALITY AND SERVICE 

ORIGINAL 
TRENTON 
CRACKER 
CO., INC. 

ESTABLISHED 1848 

CRACKERS-CRACKER MEAL 

l 00 CARROLL ST. 
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 

300 and 50 
YEARS 

Mercer County's tercentenary and th e fift ieth con
tinuous year of Kramer progress in heat transfer tech
nology coincide in I 964. 

The part Kram er Trenton Company has played 
during the last half century in the continued growth of 
this County as a center of research and manufactur
ing is a source of pride to us . 

The Kramer name is linked with significant develop
ments which have contributed to the progress of a ir
cooled refrigeration and air conditioning equipment 
that have revolutioni zed an industry . 

KRAMER 
KRAMER TRENTON CO. 

TRENTON 5, N. J. 



INDIANS 
■ The Lenni Lenape, or "original people," were 
long thought to have indeed been the original 
settlers of our area, arriving in the late 14th Cen
tury under the leadership of King Wilomenape, 
or Hollow Man. 

However, a sizable portion of the old Abbotts 
Farm in Hamilton Township was excavated in 
1936-40 with Works Progress Administration help 
under the direction of the New Jersey State Mu
seum. At that time, six skeletons unearthed were 
said to be those of Indians from 6000 B.C. The 
land in which they were found is now part of the 
John A. Roehling Memorial Park. 

Of these precursors of the Lenapes we know 
next to nothing, but early white settlers have left 
us many accounts of their impressions and en
counters with the descendants of King Wilomen
ape and his tribe. The settlers called them the 
Delaware Indians, possibly only because they were 

Lenni Lenape Indian brave 

found near the river of that name. Delaware, inci
dentally, is not Indian but a corruption of de la 
Warr, the name of an English family which re
ceived a patent of nobility from Edward II in the 
14th Century. The "Delawares" would seem to 
have been orderly people, for they kept track of 
the years by stringing a bead of black wampum 
on a belt, one bead per year. 

We know now that the Lenni Lenape were 
actually members of the Algonquian group. They 
were described as sturdy and well built, with a 
skin more yellow than red. The men had no 

Lenni Lenape Indian squaw 

beards. Both the men and women dressed in 
animal pelts, and both were fond of wearing 
necklaces and bracelets made of beads or of ani
mal teeth; but whereas the men fastened feathers 
in their scalp locks, the women pomaded their 
hair with bear grease. Both sexes liked to dress 
themselves up on occasion with bright colors on 
body, arms, and face. They made the paint them
selves from minerals or vegetables. 

These Indians were hunters and fishermen and 
gathered various wild-growing foods, but the 
Indian women also grew corn, squash, beans, and 
tobacco, working the soil with crude instruments. 
They were of the Unami tribe of the Lenapes, the 
group which settled the central part of the State. 
Those who lived in the Hopewell Valley had ex
tensive herb gardens and used the herbs with some 
skill for the relief or cure of various ailments. 
Their reputation for healing was such that, at 
some date not now known, Dr. Roger Parke came 
from what is now Trenton to live with the Unamis 
and study their herbal medicine. 

Lenni Lenape man's ax 

Lem1i Lenape woman's ax 
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The Lenape huts were either round or rec
tangular, made of bark shingles laid upon a frame
work of poles. According to Richard P. McCor
mick, historian of Rutgers University, a rcheo
logical investigations have located some two 
thousand Indian sites in the State of New Jersey. 

Le1111i Le11ape Jndia11 dwelli11g 

We are told that the Lenape name for what is now 
New Jersey was Scheyichbi and that at a confer
ence in Easton , Pennsylvania, in 1787 , their chief, 
Teedyescung, stated that the Lenape lands reached 
"eastward from river to sea," or from the Dela
ware River to the Atlantic Ocean. 

The Indian ways of living were exceedingly 
primitive in the eyes of the Swedish , Dutch, and 
English colonists, for most of an Indian's time 
was spent in just remaining alive since he had no 
beasts of burden to help him and no knowledge 
of the wheel. The Lenapes were, however, friendly 
and hospitable, always ready to share what they 
had with the traveler. Their main meal usually 
consisted of meat and vegetables cooked in the 
same pot. They drank water or broth from the 
meat. Their only stimulant was tobacco, and this 
they smoked in pipes they made themselves. 

Although they gladly bartered for duffie cloth 
with the white settlers and made clothing of it, 
the Lenapes also had learned to fashion a sort of 
coarse cloth from the fiber of nettles and other 
plants. This they twisted and wove with their 
fingers , making ropes, purses, and bags, employing 

Lenni Lenape arrowheads 
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needles made of small bones and wooden splinters. 
They made beautiful feather mantles and superb 
bead work, and often ornamented their stone 
weapons with bit s of native copper. 

Another Indian tr ibe, called Sanhicans, are 
known to have been in this region around 1650, 
although we do not yet know exactly where they 
lived . We do know tha t their chief was named 
Mosili a n, that he reportedly led about two hundred 
braves, and that his tribe made bea utiful la nce a nd 
arrow head s, some of them of quartz or jasper. 

A Swedish naturalist named Peter Ka lm, who 
spent some time in this section during 1748, re
marked that the decrease in the native Indian 
popul ation was caused by "two agencies - small
pox and brandy ." The smallpox was brought by 
the white settlers , of course, as was the liquor; and 
while Colonial law forbade selling liquor to 
Indians, there were many who valued profit above 
integrity. 

Mercer County has been a rich hunting ground 
for collectors of Indian artifacts for many years. 
There are still undoubtedly countless items waiting 
to be uncovered. But this sort of excavation, it 
must be remembered , should only be undertaken 
under the direction of a trained archeologist. 
Amateurs can be lucky and often are. But un
trained hands can do irreparable damage as well, 
and, if nothing else, can blur identifying marks 
meaningful to the expert, or destroy the patterns 
of stratification vital in dating the findings. ■ ■ ■ 



EARLY SETTLERS 
■ The settlement of what is now Mercer County 
was very much involved in the founding of the 
new world and the establishment of the State of 
New Jersey. Therefore we begin this brief review 
of the settling of Mercer County by touching on 
some even ts that preceded the arrival of the hardy 
souls who were our pioneers. 

We will start. then, at the time when none but 
Indians had ever set foot on the soil of New Jersey. 

In order to account for the different tribes of 
Indi ans who inhabited New Jersey a nd the area 
that is now Mercer County, we find that to pin
point the actual locale that each tribe, or nation , 
occ upied would be almost impossible. The areas 
in habited , in some insta nces, would be rather 
small , and in others quite large. 

We do know that in this section of the new world 
there were the Lenni Lenape Indians, who, accord
ing to their ancestra l history, came from west of 
the Miss issippi River. They explored the area of 
New Jersey, which they called Scheyichbi , and 
settled in the region of the four great rivers -
the Delaware, Hudson, Susquehanna, and Po
tom ac . The Len ni Lenape India ns were a part 
of th e Algonquian nation ; a nd divided themselves 
into three subtribes - the Unami or Turtle, the 
Minsi or Wolf, a nd the Unal achtigo or Turkey. 

Smaller tribes around Mercer were the Ass un
pink Indians (which translated means stony brook) , 
who lived by the Assunpink Creek; the Rankokas 
Indi ans or Chi chequas, which was the proper 
India n name for those residing in the Rancocas 
Creek basin ; and the Mantas Indians (meaning 
frogs) , who lived in the area that is now Burling
ton , New Jersey. Also in the general vicinity of 
what is now Mercer County were the Mingo, the 
Andastaka, the Neshamine, and the Shackamaxon 
Indians. 

Members of all these tribes were commonly 
called "Delawares" by the white settlers of the area. 
They were found to be a generally peaceable 
people. 

Other nations or tribes occupying West Jersey 
were the Capitinasses, the Gacheos, the Maquaas, 
the Munseys, and the Senecas. Of this group. the 
Maquaas were the largest and most powerful. 

Several of the more warlike nations of Indians 
frequently made war on the smaller, less powerful 
tribes, frequently moving from province to prov
ince to plunder and harass wherever possible. 

However, the greatest harmony appears to have 
prevailed between the early white inhabitants of 
West Jersey and the Indians in the area. In this 
respect, the pioneers of New Jersey were most 
fortunate, for the settling of the land went forward 
rapidly, with peaceful relations prevailing between 
the white settlers and Indians. 

Prior to the settlement of New Jersey, the first 
permanent English settlement in America was 
founded at Jamestown, Virginia, in May of 1607. 
Two years later, a Dutch ship under the command 
of an explorer, Henry Hudson, slipped into New 
York harbor and slowly sailed as far up as Albany, 
on the river that now bears his name. 

Hudson had been sent by the Dutch West India 
Company to find a route to India shorter than 
any then known . What he did find gave the Dutch 
a claim to the region and they christened it New 
Netherland. At this time England claimed not 
alone this region but the whole of the continent 
because two of her earlier navigators, John and 
Sebastian Cabot , had skirted it in 1497 and 1498. 

The Dutch were not to be ousted, however, and 
soon their vessels were cruising the Hudson , trad
ing with friendly Indians for furs that were worth 
infinitely more than the trinkets they gave in 
return. They made their headquarters on Man
hatta n Island, and it is believed that they estab
lished a trading post in what is now Hudson 
County, New Jersey. 

In order to stim ul ate the settlement of the new 
country, the Dutch West India Company decided 
in 1629 to grant large trac ts of land with special 
privileges to those members of the Company who 
agreed to send fifty settlers each, over 15 years of 
age, to New Netherland. Recipients of these grants 
were called Patroons. Michael Pauw, Burgher of 
Amsterdam and Baron of Achtienhaven, secured 
as his allotment, in I 630, the greater portion of 
the present Hudson County. In the same year, a 
trading hut was built at what is now Paulus Hook 
by Michael Pa ulusen. We know this area now as 
Jersey City. 

About 1641 a farm house was erected at Ho
boken. Some other settlers located on higher land 
farther from the Hudson River in what was even
tually called Bergen. 
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As these settlements on the Jersey shore were 
separated by the Hudson River from New Amster
dam , they were therefore open to attack by the 
Indians. However, the Indians were not the initial 
aggressors. On February 27, 1643, eighty Dutch 
soldiers attacked a large band of Indians who had 
established camp near by. All told , eighty Indians 
were brutally massacred by the whites. This, of 
course, resulted in war, most of the settlers fled, 
and it was not until peace was restored that they 
felt it safe to return. 

Actually, the Dutch considered New Jersey a 
part of New Netherland and , in 1623, placed a 
colony near Gloucester where Fort Nassau was 
subsequently built. Meanwhile Sweden , in 1638, 
sent over a company of settlers under the com
mand of Peter Minuit , and this company built a 
fort at what is now Wilmington, Delaware. 

Other expeditions, between I 640 and I 64 7, 
included a large number of Finns. The Swedes 
purchased from the Indians the land extending 
along both shores of Delaware Bay, as well as on 
the west side of the Delaware River to a point 
opposite what is now Mercer County. 

After some years of hostility against the Swedes, 
the Dutch fleet , in 1655. sailed up the Delaware 
and captured everything claimed by Sweden. The 
Swedes quietly accepted their change of rulers 
and seemed to become as Dutch as if their an
cestors had been born on the banks of the Zuyder 
Zee. 

The Swedes were not the only ones with whom 
the Dutch had difficulties. Of all the English 
colonies, the wealthiest was that at New Haven; 
and when the British there discovered how pros
perous the Dutch were, the Delaware Bay Com
pany was promptly formed and the English bought 
up all the land in the Bay area they could Jay 
their hands on . Eventually the Englanders laid 
claim to nearly all the southwest coast of New 
Jersey, including additional land that eventually 
became the site of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

The Dutch and Swedes, however, stopped 
arguing with one another and joined in driving 
out the English, who reluctantly straggled back 
to New Haven. They would not give up the idea 
of occupying fine Dutch territory, however, and 
in 165 l another British expedition was mounted . 
Everything went well until the ships reached New 
Amsterdam, where the Dutch forced them to re
turn once again to New Haven . 

New Englanders by now shared the indignation 
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of the people of New Haven and made ready to 
punish New Amsterdam thoroughly and, on Au
gust 29. 1664, New Netherland was captured by 
a strong English fleet and the name of New Am
sterdam was changed to New York . 

Charles If, King of England, regarded the North 
American continent as his personal property. If 
he had not , who knows what the history of New 
Jersey might have been? At any rate he granted 
the newly conquered territory to his brother, the 
Duke of York , afterward James II. In the same 
year, the Duke granted all that portion lying be
tween the Hudson and Delaware Rivers to Lord 
John Berkeley and Sir George Carteret. The re
gion was named Nova Caesaria , or New Jersey, 
in honor of the brave defense of the Island of 
Jersey, made in 1649 by Carteret, against the 
forces of Cromwell. 

Berkeley and Carteret gave New Jersey a con
stitution which remained in force until 1676. 
Philip Carteret, a distant relative of Sir George, 
was commissioned governor of the Province, and 
arrived in the summer of 1665, with thirty emi
grant se ttlers. Placing himself at their head , and 
with a hoe at his shoulder, he led the way inland 
to a spot where he established a settlement named 
Elizabethtown in honor of the wife of Carteret. 

Of course at this time there were already several 
small settlement s in New Jersey. The Dutch were 
quite numerous along the western shore of Newark 
Bay, and a few Swedes lived in the present coun
ties of Gloucester and Burlington. Indeed , the 
colonial history of no other state is representative 
of so many nations as that of New Jersey. 

As soon as the Dutch surrendered New Nether
land, the English governor, Robert Nicolls, took 
charge, acting as the agent of the Duke of York . 
He named the province Albania and began to 
colonize it. With his approval, a large section 
bordering on Newark Bay was bought from the 
Indians by a few New England Puritans, who 
settled there in 1664. 

In the spring of 1665 a similar grant of territory 
included land lying between the mouth of the 
Raritan River and Sandy Hook. All this was done. 
however, before Governor Nicolls learned of the 
transfer to Berkeley and Carteret; understandably 
enough it was the cause of much trouble and end
less confusion for upwards of half a century 
afterward. 

At any rate, that is how things stood when 
Philip Carteret became governor. He made Eliza-



bethtown his capital and the proprietors offered 
tracts of land varying from 60 to 150 acres to 
settlers , according to the date of their arrival and 
the number of their bond servants and slaves. No 
quit rent was to be paid until 1670, and the rate 
was set at one halfpenny per acre. The legislative 
assembly was to consist of a governor, a council 
of twelve, nominated by the proprietors, and the 
same number of representatives chosen by the 
people. 

The many advantages of the Province were ex
tolled to prospective settlers in New England, 
Long Island and in England itself, and soon the 
non- Indian population of New Jersey increased 
to about 3,000. 

Duke of York 

The first New Jersey Assembly met at Eliza
bethtown on May 26, 1668 , and remained in ses
sion for four days, with Bergen, Elizabethtown , 
Newark , Middletown, Woodbridge, and Shrews
bury represented. The Code adopted was in most 
parts copied from New England's. 

Si x months later the first ripple of discontent 
appeared. Shrewsbury and Middletown refused to 
pay ce rtain taxes imposed by the Assembly. The 

Stacy Crest 

two towns pointed out that they had existed for 
some time before Carteret became governor. They 
denied his authority over them. Although these 

Tre/11 Crest 

towns were represented in the popular branch, 
their delegates would not take the oath of alle
giance and thus were not permitted to sit in the 
second assembly. The discontent came to a head 
in March , 1670. when the quit rents fell due and 
payment was demanded. The residents of the older 
town absolutely refused to pay, saying that since 
they had paid for land in full to the Indians, they 
owed no one else. Thereupon a number of settlers 
who had arrived at a later date joined with them. 
The turmoil continued for two years. 

Finally, in May, I 672, the rebellious settlers 
chose a new Assembly, turned out Philip Carteret, 
and elected James Carteret , a son of Lord Car
teret , as governor. 

Subsequently, the King confirmed the authority 
of Philip Carteret and the payment of quit rents 
was postponed until 1676. 

Actually, James Carteret was not in the least 
qualified to rule, and in May of 1673 he was 
turned out and John Berry acted as governor. An 
interesting sidelight of James shows him years 
later. returned to the area. destitute, and begging 
for food from door to door. 

In 1674 the Duke of York renewed the title of 
Sir George Carteret to one half the Province of 
Jersey. Carteret chose the eastern section. leaving 
the western portion to Berkeley. 

Lord Berkeley had grown old, however, and 
was discouraged with his attempts at colonization. 
And so, on March 18, 1674, he disposed of West 
Jersey to John Fenwick and Edward Byllinge, 
both Quakers, for a thousand pounds. The two 
buyers disagreed over the terms of the purchase 



and requested William Penn to arbitrate their 
differences. Penn awarded Fenwick one tenth and 
Byllinge nine tenths of the land . 

Byllinge had been in the area for some time, 
but Fenwick had not long si nce sai led from Lon
don with a large number of emigrants in the 
Grifji11. She was, incidentally, the first English 
vessel to bring settlers to New Jersey. She landed 
her passengers near the site of an old Swedish fort 
in Delaware Bay. They were so pleased with the 
place that they named it Salem, or peace. and 
settled there, Byllinge among them. 

Soon after he acquired his interest in West 
Jersey, Byllinge transferred it to Penn , Gawen 
Laurie, and Nicholas Lucas as trustees for the 
benefit of his creditors. With Fenwick's consent. 
the trustees divided all the property into one 
hundred shares, including the ninety owned by 
Byllinge, and offered them for sale . 

It is , of course, with West Jersey that we a re 
primarily concerned. William Penn framed the 
original plan of government and the proprietors 
approved it March 3, 1676, as "The Concessions 
and Agreements of the Proprietors interested in 
the Province of West Jersey in America." It 
granted absolute freedom of conscience, and sur
rendered all authority to the commissioners. These 
were first appointed , but afterward their selection 
was turned over to resident proprietors and in
habitants. The election took pl ace annually , and 
the resultant system was the purest form of 
democracy. 

The first , royal commissioners sai led from Lon
don with a large number of settlers during the 
summer of I 677. After a trying voyage, the vessel 
dropped anchor within Sandy Hook. Meanwhile, the 
main company of colonists sailed up the Delaware 
and landed at Burlington. By now, winter was 
upon the land and the newcomers came ashore on 
the ice, for the weather was extremely cold and 
the River solidly frozen. 

Among the passengers was one Mahlon Stacy, 
his wife and children , and several servants. Thus 
there arrived in America the man who was to be 
the first white settler at "Ye Falls of Ye Delaware," 
now Trenton , in Mercer County. 

It is presumed that Stacy and his associates spent 
the winter with friends at Burlington for , con
sidering the severity of the weather, it is highly 
improbable that the new arrivals would have made 
any immediate attempt to erect homes at "Ye 
Falls." 
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However, in 1679 Mahl on Stacy did e rect a 
dwelling and gri stmill on what is now South Broad 
Street a long the hi storic Assunpink Creek, the si te 
of the Second Battle of Trenton. 

T wo missionaries named J asper Dankers a nd 
Peter Sluyter passing through the Jerseys in 1679 
ma intained in their journals that they had visited 
at "Ye Falls" where "a new grist mill was erected 
by the Quakers who live hereabouts in grea t num
bers and daily increase." 

They described the houses as ''wretchedly con
structed ,' ' but then they also seemed to have found 
fault with practica lly everything, including the 
colonists. Apparently , they forgot how short a 
time the Quakers had had fo r their building. 

The settlement grew and prospered under 
Stacy's firm and able leadership. He owned about 
3,500 acres on the Assunpink Creek and a home 
plantation of five hundred acres. He named his 
estate "Ballifield" for his ancestral home in Eng
land , and his residence "Dore House." This dwell
ing apparently was quite unlike his first modest 
American home for, in his will, he stated that his 
wife was to have "the use and benefit of the two 
parlours, and . the chamber over the parlours, and 
all the orchards to the south side of the dwelling 
house, a free liberty at all times to use the pump 
for water , and also of her own choice to keep 
cows and cut hay for winter fodder during her 
life ." 

Mahlon Stacy died at " Ballifield" on April 3, 
1704, and was buried in Nottingham, then in the 
County of Burlington, in the Quaker burying 
ground, now a part of Riverview Cemetery. 



In later years, Stacy's son, also named Mahlon, 
moved to Mount Holly and, in I 714, he sold eight 
hundred acres of the land which had been his 
father's to William Trent of Philadelphia, Penn
sylvania. 

Trent, like Stacy, was a man of importance. He 
came to America from Scotland in 1682 and had 
made a great deal of money as a Philadelphia mer
chant. In 17 I 8-21, he purchased additional land 
at the Falls and laid out a township which he 
named "Trent's Town," (Trenton) . 

Trent was not only a prosperous merchant, he 
was also a member of the Pennsylvania Provincial 
Government from 1703 to 1719, of the Assembly 
from 1710 to 1719, the Speaker in 1718-19 and 
al so one of the first five judges of the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court. After thirty years of intense city 
activity in Philadelphia. he moved to the Falls on 
the Delaware to enjoy the quiet pleasures of coun
try life and health in his twilight years. 

For his retirement , Trent erected a beautiful 
bri ck home which stands today on a handsomely 
landscaped plo t of ground between South Warren 
and Bloomsbury Streets in historic South Trenton. 
He moved there permanently in 1721 and devoted 
much of his time to the creation of a lovely show 
pl ace on the banks of the Delaware. 

He soon acquired additional land , thus becom
ing the owner of a sizable portion of the ground on 
which the City of Trenton now stands. Like many 
men who "retire,'' he found time to serve as Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas and was also com
missioned a Colonel of Militia in Hunterdon 
County. which then included Trenton. He was 
Speaker of the Assembly in adjoining Burlington 
County in 1723, and in that year Governor Wil
liam Burnet conferred upon him the honor of being 
the first Chief Justice of New Jersey. 

Unfortunately, Trent 's career in this area was 
cut short by his sudden death from a fit of apoplexy 
on Christmas Day, 1724. 

It is important to note that the settlers within 
the boundaries of what is now Mercer County 
early comprised immigrants of various nationali
ties and various religious faiths. By the close of 
the first decade in the 18th Century, most of the 
land hereabouts had been sold and subdivided and 
was in solid possession of its owners, although 
many of the farms consisted of from five hundred 
to a thousand acres. 

Because of the religious freedom guaranteed by 
the early constitutions a great many Quakers 

formed settlements. They founded Princeton in 
1696, and were among the Baptists who first set
tled in Hopewell, and the Presbyterians in Maiden
head (Lawrenceville) north of the Assunpink 
Creek. Episcopalians came in smaller numbers, 
and of course the early Swedish settlers were 
Lutheran. 

Over-all, the area acquired a decidedly mixed 
population from England, Scotland, Holland and 
France, of Presbyterians, Episcopalians. Quakers, 
and Baptists, and this mixture occupied a con
siderable portion of old Nottingham ( Hamilton 
Township) and the Windsors, also. 

In Princeton there were at first only a few fami
lies who did not belong to the Society of Friends. 
But in time the Quakers lost ascendency to other 
religious denominations, principally the Presby
terian. 

Whatever the denomination or the sect, religion 
was an extremely strong factor in the lives of all 
New Jersey settlers. This may explain why there 
is no record of any white man perpetrating acts of 
brutality toward the Indians. Unlike the opening 
up of the West , when land was acquired in the 
Jer~eys it was bought , not stolen; and if the com
pensation was very small in our eyes, at least the 
Indians were satisfied and there was no force used. 

There is, for example, the deed executed in be
half of Dr. Daniel Coxe, while he was governor of 
West Jersey during the years 1687 to 1690, 
through his agent, one Adlord Bowde. 

On March 30, 1688, Bowde acquired from the 
Indians a sizable tract of land which would seem 
to cover much of what is now Hopewell Town
ship. Signing for the natives were eleven Indian 
chiefs named Hoham, Teplagpaman. Meroppe, 
Weweenoling, Lammusecon, Pleeze, Meheekissue, 
Copenakoniskow, Nehuoing, Neheekan , and Shaw
suna. They were Indian "Sachimachers" and own
ers of the land . 

The consideration was a variety of goods attrac
tive to the Indians, including wampum, kettles, 
knives, shirts, stockings, needles, lead, shot, pow
der, guns, pipes, tobacco. rum, and beer. There 
is no record of the quantity of each item but cer
tainly these items were of value to the Indians, 
who otherwise probably could not have come by 
them except by theft. And there is no indication 
that the friendly Indians here ever were thieves. 

Indeed. this deed of sale like others with the 
Indians, in what is now Mercer County, shows 
that the lands of the aborigines were not wrested 
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from them by the proprietors in the name of the 
crown of England. 

In essence, we see here that Dr. Coxe held title 
to the land through a grant from Charles II. The 
Kin g had acquired the land by conquest of the 
Dutch. However, Dr. Coxe preferred to purchase 
title from the Indians as the rightful occupants and 
owners of the area. 

Similarly, in the case of Princeton: William 
Penn bought, in I 693, a large tract in and around 
that territory, through which, incidentally , ran the 
Indian trail that was also the King's Highway and 
is now Nassau Street. Once this purchase was 
made, William Penn could and did encourage 
other Quakers to come and they did. The first 
groups were small. Among them were Benjamin 
Clark, Benjamin FitzRandolph, John Horner, Wil
liam Olden , Richard Stockton , Joseph Worth, and 
their families. 

There are, naturally, conflicting claims as to 
who was the very first settler in any area. All the 
more so when the records are, at best, sketchy. So, 
it is said there were two "first settlers," both ante
dating William Penn as landholders in the region . 
One is a Dr. Henry Greenland, and the other is 
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Dr. John Gorden . each of who m lived on the ir ow n 
pl aces as ea rly as 1685 . 

Dr. Gorden's property see ms to ha ve consisted 
of about eight hundred acres betwee n what is now 
Nassa u Street and the Ston y 13rook. In 1796 Gor
den sold four hundred acres, toward th e wes t . to 
Richa rd Stockton , a nd the o ther ha ll' to a Jo hn 
Ho rner. Stockton , in turn , between 170 1 and 1709 
sold one hundred aci-es to Benjamin F it zRandolph . 
This FitzRandolph la nd is the same tract th at was 
given to the College of New Jersey some yea rs 
la ter as an inducemen t fo r it to move to Princeto n 
from Newark . 

Richa rd Stockton had emigra ted with his father 
from England severa l years before. In 170 I, Wil
liam Penn conveyed to Stockton a tract of abou t 
5,500 ac res. When Stockton died in 1709, he left 
his considerable holdings to his six sons, thus 
assuring perpetuation of the name Stockton in the 
Princeton area. 

Other early settlers in Princeton included Wil
liam Olden and Joseph Worth, both of whom ar
rived in 169 6 ; also Thomas Leona rd, who soon 
after his arrival around 1710 became one of the 
larges t landholders. 



"" 

Ewing Township records show that it was set
tled as early as any portion of the County. In 1683, 
there arrived from Long Island and elsewhere, 
among others, Daniel Howell, John Davis, Wil
liam Reed, Robert Lanning, Charles Clark, Ebe
nezer Prout, Nathaniel Moore, Abie! Davis, Simon 
Sacket, Jacob Reeder, John Deane, John Bur
roughs, Jonathan Davis, Richard Scudder, and 
Thomas Hutchinson. 

Early settlers of Hamilton Township, which was 
then the Township of Nottingham and included a 
part of Trenton , were quite numerous. Mahlon 
Stacy was one, of course, and in an old minute 
book of the proceedings of Nottingham Township 
for the year I 695, the taxable persons at that time 
included : Thomas Lambert , William Embly, An 
Pharo, Thomas Lambert Jr., Robert Pearson, 
Samuel Overton, Thomas Gillenthorp, William 
Quicksa ll , Wi lliam Watson, Sarah Scholey, Wil
liam Bidd le, Matthew Clayton , Nathaniel Petit , 
Moses Petit , Ralph Hunt. Theophilus Phillips, 
John Lambert Sr .. Joshua Wright, Martin Scott, 
John Rodgers. John Abbot, Ann Warson, Willi am 
Hi xon. Anthony Woodward , Thomas Tindall, 
Isaac Watson . Benjamin Maxie. Joshua Ely, John 
Lees, John Brea rley, Richard Ridgeway, Thomas 
Green, Samuel Hunt , Charles Biles, Thomas Smith, 
Thomas Coleman. and John Richardson. 

Even a brief glimpse into the past shows that 
the same names often appear on records of differ
ent sections of the County. Some of the early resi
dents moved around a bit before settling down ; 
some had holdings in various places; and some 
owned land which crossed the boundary lines 
which , in a few instances, had not yet been drawn. 

So that we find that the names of some of the 
pioneers of Hopewell Valley are also found in, 
say. lists of Maidenhead settlers. Besides the sev
eral brothers of the Stout family, who, through 
their friend ship with the Lenape Chief, Machk , were 
responsible for opening up much of the eastern part 
of the valley, and Dr. Daniel Coxe, who was an im
portant factor in the settlement of the western part, 
the early settlers in these regions included Thomas 
Burrowes, George Woolsey, Nathaniel Moore, 
John Muirhead (the first sheriff of Hunterdon 
County), Abraham Temple, Joseph and John 
Hart, John and Edward Hunt, John Welling, John 
Carpenter, Enoch Armitage, Ephraim and John 
Titus, Adam Ege, and John Weart. 

Lawrence Township, in a listing made in 1698 

and titled: "Inhabitants of Maidenhead and parts 
adjacent," reveals the names of Ralph Hunt, John 
Bainbridge, Johannes Lawrenson, William Hixon, 
John Brearley, Samuel Hunt, Theophilus Phillips, 
Jonathan Davis, Thomas Smith, Jasper Smith, 
Thomas Coleman, Benjamin Hardin, William 
Akers, Robert Lanning, Philip Phillips, Joshua 
Andris, Samuel Davis, Elnathan Davis, Enoch 
Andris, Cornelius Andris, James Price, John Run
yan, Thomas Runyan, Hezekiah Bonham, Ben
jamin Maple, Lawrence Updike, Joseph Sackett, 
and Edward Hunt. 

Prominent early settlers in the southeastern 
section of the County (Washington and the two 
Windsors) included John Chamberlain, John Ham
mill, John Conover, Garret Schenck, John Kowen
hoven , John Ely, and John Hight. 

There was plenty of land, of course. In this 
region most of it was good land, and it was to be 
had for the buying. Consider the holdings of Mah
Ion Stacy-3,500 acres with a home acreage of 
five hundred acres, and Dr. Daniel Coxe, with his 
45 ,000 acres. 

Naturally, many streets and installations in the 
towns and cities of Mercer County carry the names 
of some of the early settlers. There is Stacy Park; 
and the Hotel Stacy-Trent commemorates Mahlon 
Stacy and William Trent; Hightstown was named 
after John Hight; while Olden Lane in Princeton 
and Olden Avenue in Trenton, Ewing and Hamil
ton Townships, received their designations in 
honor of New Jersey Governor Charles S. Olden ; 
Stockton Street in Princeton was named for Rich
ard Stockton, and so on . 

Most of the early names are still encountered 
in this area today : Lambert, Embly, Watson , Rod
gers, Tindall, Brearley, Biles, Smith, Richardson. 
Davis, etc. While many of them may not be de
scendants of those early settlers, some undoubtedly 
are, and the direct connection to them should be 
relatively easy to trace. 

All of us who live in Mercer County look back 
with gratitude on the courageous people who 
pioneered here, bringing their ideals and their 
hopes for prosperity. They were willing to work 
uncounted hours, and live in the most primitive 
conditions. in order to realize both ideals and 
hopes. They were a hardy lot. and independent; 
they were able, energetic and "full of conscience.'' 
They set us, their descendants or successors. an 
example worth emulating. ■ ■ ■ 
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MERCER COUNTY 
IN THE REVOLUTION 
■ Since New Jersey was central among the original 
thirteen colonies, and many of her white settlers 
had come from one of the others, her people were 
very much aware of the inter-colony ferment which 
preceded the Revolution. One or two of the colo
nie such as Virginia and Massachusetts were ag
gressively in the van of the movement. New Jersey 
was not. 

MAP O f' 

TRENTON 
ABOUT 177e 

o ...... w~5~ 
-1926-
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The Jersey parti sa ns of independence sough t 
only to a tt ain the sa me rights and pri vileges that 
they had under England, but without a llegiance or 
tribute to her or to any other power. One might 
say, as Richard P. McCormick the historian does, 
that New Jersey was more or less swept into the 
war. 

It was a difficult decision even for a rdent Whigs. 
The sections out of which Mercer Cou nty even tu
ally was formed-Burlington, Hunterdon, Somer
set, and Middlesex Counties-had been settled for 
some time. A great deal of land had been cleared 
and was under cultivation. Yet rebel partisans 
knew that in the event of war this territory would 
be a battleground, invaded, occupied , fought over. 
Once the issue was joined, however, Jerseyans did 
credit to their convictions and their heritage. Three 
crucial battles took pl ace on Mercer County land, 
two at Trenton and one at Princeton . 

When they were not engaged in battle, the 
British troops were marched back and forth across 
the area, or occupied a settlement. In either case 
they tended to live off the inhabitants and to be
have as troops of occupation generally do. British 
troops bivouacked in Trenton and in Princeton , 
and Lord Cornwallis' men spent a whole winter 
in possession of Pennington. 

As 1776 drew near a close, the American cause 
seemed on the verge of defeat. Washington and 
his ragged army, which had fled across New Jersey 
from New York a short time before, crossed the 
Delaware River just ahead of the pursuing British . 
The British commander, Lord Cornwallis, on 
December 9, arriving on the east shore of the 

River, was unable to take his men 
across because Washington had 
rounded up and retained all avail
able boats with his own forces. 

It was the River, then, that 
checked the British. They decided 
to wai t until the Delaware froze 
enough for them to cross on the ice. 
There was ample material in the 
area to enable them to build rafts, 
but apparently they were content to 
halt combat operations for the 
winter. 

Accordingly, three regiments of 
Hessian infantry, a detachment of 
artillery, fifty Hess ian yagers and 
twenty light dragoons were sta
tioned in Trenton under the com

mand of a jovial German Colonel named Johann 
Gottlieb Rall , the entire force numbering 1,400 
men. 

Surprised Hessians at Baille of Trenton 
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Washington's situation was desperate and he 

A merica11 Soldier 

was well aware of it. On 
December 18 he wrote 
to his brother: " If every 
nerve is not strained to 
recruit the new army 
with all possible expedi
tion , l think the game is 
pretty nearly up . You 
can form no idea of the 
perplexity of my situa
tion. No man , I believe, 
ever h a d a greater 
choice of difficulties and 
Jess means to extricate 
himself from them." 

But Washington did have two "means" with 
which to extricate himself: indomitable courage 
and a firm belief in his cause. Perhaps more im
portant, he had a genius for generalship. When 
his adjutant general , Colonel Joseph Reed , sug
gested that the Delaware be crossed and Trenton 
be placed under attack, Washington quickly sensed 
the possible strategic advantages to be gained and 
agreed at once. 

On Christmas Eve, final detailed pl ans for the 
crossing were formulated and the Battle of Tren
ton was in the making. lt was decided to make a 
three-fold offensive on Christmas night , with Wash
ington crossing at McKonkey's Ferry, some nine 
miles north of Trenton . His army would be com
posed of some 2,400 men. General James Ewing 
was to cross directly opposite Trenton with I, I 00 
men , with General John 
Cadwalader command
ing a crossing unit of 
I ,800 troops somewhat 
farther south. However, 
only Washington's army 
succeeded in negotiating 
the icy waters of the 
River. 

Rugged Massachu
setts seamen from Mar
blehead had charge of 
the boats and they lived 
up to their reputation. British Soldier 

Washington had planned to get his force across 
before midnight so that a pre-dawn attack could 
be made upon the sleeping Hessians. But ferrying 
the men across the River was a complex operation, 
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made doubly difficult by the driving sleet that 
stung the poorly clad soldiers. Altogether, the 
difficulties and delays threw the timetable badly 
off. The las t man reached the eastern bank at 3 :00 
a .m. on December 26. 

With a "Victory or Death!" password , the troops 
were assembled in some order and finally began 
the march on Trenton . The necess ity for absolute 
silence, obedience and discipline in the ranks had 
been firmly impressed upon the men . Washington's 
plans call ed for a separation of the army into two 
divisions. This took place at Birmingham, later 
Trenton Junction, now West Trenton . General 
John Sullivan's units were ordered to march on 
Trenton via the River 
Road ; General Nathan
iel Greene was to follow 
the Scotch Road . Wash
ington went with 
Greene's division . 

Short I y before 8: 00 
a.m., the advance party 
of Greene's divi s ion 
came upon Hessian 
pickets on the Penning
ton Road . These were 
fired upon and driven 
toward Trenton in com- Hessia11 Soldier 

plete disorder. Meanwhile, Sullivan reached an 
enemy outpost at the Hermitage, the residence of 
General Philemon Dickinson on the River Road, 
which was then considerably outside of Trenton. 

The firing gave the alarm to the forces in the 
town . Shortly afterwards the pickets themselves 
arrived in Trenton in complete rout. The Hessians 
saw that they might have a hard fight on their 
hands. Colonel Johann Rall was notified but he 
had no more than emerged from his quarters than 
Washington's artillery, located where the Battle 
Monument now stands, started sweeping the town, 
firing volley after volley down King (Warren) 
and Queen (Broad) Streets. 

For a better view of the operations, Washington 
took up a position on high ground at what is now 
the lower part of Princeton Avenue. It is said that 
his chestnut sorrel horse was badly wounded and 
another mount had to be found for him. 

The Hessians tried hard to put up a battle. But 
the previous night had been a riotous one, and 
most of the soldiers and their officers were suffer
ing from hangovers. Besides, they had been com-
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pletcl y surpri sed, which added considerably to 
their confusion. Colonel Rall was too befuddled to 
give intelligent instructions to his subordinates. 

" Forward ! Forward' " he shouted continually, 
probably not knowing exactly to what place or for 
what purpose. It is not surprising, then, that the 
Hessians quickly lost confidence in their leader 
and thus in themselves. 

With General Sullivan's division rapidly taking 
possession of the southern part of town, two Hes
sian regiments withdrew to the low ground then 
known as "The Swamp," between what are now 
Stockton and Montgomery Streets north of Perry. 

"Forward, march!" General Rall ordered. "At
tack them with the bayonet!" He was still valiant 
and still confused. 

Momentarily, his demoralized troops responded, 
but soon they were forced to retreat. At this point, 
Rall was fatally wounded by two well-aimed Con
tinental shots. The Hessians, having lost their lead
er, lost also any semblance of effectiveness. Wash
ington's army closed in from all sides. 

Rall was carried to the Stacy Potts house on 
King Street, now Warren, about where St. 

Mary's Cathedral stands. Generals Washington 
and Greene called upon him there, conversed 
briefly with him, and took his parole of honor. 
Rall asked that his men receive kind treatment as 
prisoners of the Continental Army, and Washing
ton assured him that they would. Rall died the 
following evening, December 27, 1776. It is said 
he was buried in the First Presbyterian Church
yard on East State Street, but the exact location of 
his grave is not known. It is certain, however, that 
he was buried in Trenton along with some thirty
five or forty of his men. 

By any standards, casualties were extremely 
light on both sides in this engagement. Washington 
reported only four wounded . In addition to about 
forty men killed, the Hessians had about sixty 
wounded and 950 were made prisoners of war. 

Was Washington lucky? According to many 
historians, much more than luck played a part in 
the decisive battle at Trenton . Considering all the 
obstacles, his plan was a masterly one. Also, it was 
exceptionally well executed. 

In many respects, there was every reason in the 
world why the attack should have failed. The 

G eneral Mercer was killed at the Battle of Princeton 
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General George Washi11gto11 

weather was miserable, the River was cluttered 
with ice, the Continental soldiers were demoral
ized, and poorly clad and equipped. But there was 
an element of luck involved , too. 

As late as Christmas morning, Rall had received 
word from a spy that an attack on Trenton might 
possibly be made that day. But the overconfident 
Hessian commander had little respect for the fight
ing abilities of his ragged adversaries and chose to 
disregard the warning with the remark : "Those 
country clods cannot defeat us." 

Again , while Rall was enjoying the Yuletide 
hospitality of Abraham Hunt at the corner of King 
and Second Streets (State and Warren) , a Pennsyl
vania Tory came to Hunt's door to warn Rall of 
the movements of the Americans. He was refused 
admittance. The informant thereupon wrote an 
urgent note to the Hessian leader. When it was 
delivered to him, ,Rall merely tucked it into his 
pocket without reading it. 

When dying of wounds at Stacy Potts' house 
after the battle, Rall said of the note, "If I had 
read that at Mr. Hunt's, I would not be here." 

The really important feature of the Battle of 
Trenton was that it created a rebirth of confidence 
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in the American ca use among both the colonists 
a nd the sold ier . lt had been proven that the enemy 
was vul nerable-that. give n the opportunity and 
using the correct tactics combined with some sur
pri se, the Con tinent a l Arm y was a force to be 
recko ned with . 

Essent ia ll y, then, what the Battl e of Trenton 
d id wa s to bui ld up the wan in g morale of W ash
ington' soldi er . True, there was much fighting 
ahead before the British would fi na ll y surrender 
a t Yorktown. But a t Trenton, the Continentals 
suddenl y di scovered th at they could fight and that 
they coul d win a fight. Indeed , it ma rked the turn
ing po int in America's struggle for freed om. 

Following hi successful assa ult on Trenton , 
Washin gton quickl y led his men back across the 
Delawa re in a stra tegic wi thdrawa l. The "old fox ," 
as Briti sh Genera l Lord Cornwallis was hea rd to 
cal l him , needed a pl ace of rela ti ve sa fety in which 
to pl an his nex t moves. 

Cornwallis had bee n preparing to leave New 
York for England when in fo rmed of the " unh appy 
affair" at Trenton by British Commander William 
Howe. He prompt ly cancelled his passage a nd 
joined his forces in Princeton on J anua ry I , 1777 . 

Washington, mea nwhile, had rece ived extrao r
dinary powers from the hands of the Con tinen ta l 
Congress, so that he was not o nl y comm ander-in
chief of the Co ntinental Army, but a lso virtu a lly 
a di ctator. 

Washi11g1011 Tri1111111lw l Arch , Tre111011 



Determined that he must be prepared to meet 
Cornwallis in the most defensible possible position, 
Washington elected to post his motley little army 
along the high ground south of the Assunpink 
Creek. There was only one bridge across the 
Creek ( Queen Street Bridge), located where the 
present bridge stands on South Broad Street a 
short distance past L afayette Street. It was built 
of stone and was quite narrow. 

As the Continentals made final preparation for 
battle, General Cornwallis began to move his 
troops out of Princeton just before daybreak on 
January 2. He left a rear guard in the town under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Charles Maw
hood. Cornwallis had come to realize that in Wash
ington he had an adversary with considerable 
tactical ability. 

Washington had sent out scouting parties and 
he ordered a detachment to take up a position, if 
possible, in the general vicinity of Maidenhead 
( now Lawrenceville). It was the mission of this 
small force to offer at least temporary resistance 
to the adva nce of the enemy. This it did so suc
cessfully that, for a short while, the British became 
convinced that the anticipated major engagement 
with Was hington 's forces would take place well 
before Trenton was reached. 

Meanwhile, Washington took full advantage of 
the delaying action to complete hi s defense prep
arations. Hi s men were all in place in good time, 
waiting for the first glimpse of the British. 

According to a n eye-witness account, the rebel 
army was drawn up on the east side of the Assun
pink , with its left flank on the Delaware River and 
its right extended well up the millpond, along the 
face of the hill. 

The troops were stationed one above the other, 
so that they appeared to cover the whole slope 
from bottom to top. This served to bring a great 
many muskets within effective range of the Bridge. 
Within seventy or eighty yards of the span and 
directly in front of it , as well as in the road, were 
stationed as many pieces of artillery as there was 
room for. 

Because of the effective harassments of Wash
ington's "delaying" detachment, it was nearly 
nightfall when Cornwallis and his four to five 
thousand soldiers finally formed in battle column 
north of the Bridge and began their assault. Actu
ally, another column swung to the left to attempt 
to ford the Creek on the Continental right, but the 

General Hugh Mercer 

main British effort was concentrated at the Queen 
Street ( South Broad) Bridge. 

Waiting until they were about sixty feet from 
the Bridge, the Red Coats suddenly raised a shout 
and rushed to the charge. Taking careful aim, the 
Americans directed a withering fire into the closely 
packed ranks of the enemy, forcing them to with
draw, leaving behind heavy casualties. 

Exhorted by their officers, the British ranks 
soon reformed and made another assault. Once 
again they pressed close on the span, only to re
treat before the heavy fire of Rebel musketry and 
artillery. A third time they blindly plunged for
ward, but their effort was again a vain one. The 
defenders shouted taunts at them, daring them to 
try again but the British had had quite enough. 
From the Queen Street Bridge far up toward what 
is now East Front and South Broad Streets, the 
battlefield was covered with dead and wounded; 
and there was blood everywhere, British and Hes
sian blood. 

We have no record of how many British soldiers 
were killed in this brief but highly important battle, 
but some reports have the number as high as I 50. 

In the dark of the winter night , both sides 
bedded down for the night. Washington, realizing 
that the dawn would undoubtedly bring further 
British attempts to crack his lines, and further 

The Mercer Oak lives today on the Princeton Ba11lefield 
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aware that this time they might succeed, decided 
to play a trick on Cornwallis. 

All through the night , he systematica lly with
drew his troops from their fortified hill positions, 
marching them around the British left , out what is 
now Hamilton Avenue, to Quaker Bridge Road 
and then on toward Princeton . By way of mislead
ing the enemy camped on the oppos ite bank of 
the Creek, Washington kept his campfires going 
and, so that the sounds of the movement would not 
carry in the still, cold night , he ordered the wheels 
of his artillery wrapped in cloth. 

All things considered, it was a beautiful piece 
of deception . From the north side of the Creek , 
the enemy was able to see the fires, with the sen
tries silhouetted against them as they paced to and 
fro. In addition , a few men were put to work dig
ging emplacements and building ea rthworks, so 
that Cornwallis was completely fooled. 

By first light, the astounded British found them
selves facing precisely nothing in the way of op
position . They could readily cross the Bridge with
out firing a shot , for it was now completely unde
fended. Once again. the "old fox" had outwitted 
the British, and Cornwallis spent precious time 
trying to find out just what had happened. As soon 
as he did, he ordered his men to about-face and 
race back to Princeton . They did not reach there, 
however, in time for the Battle of Princeton. 

While the British under Lord Cornwallis slept , 
the Continentals had made the long march. At 
about the time that Cornwallis realized that he 
had been completely deceived, Washington and 
his Continentals reached Stony Brook with the 
first rays of the sun on its snowy banks. It was 
bitter cold. 

Lieutenant Colonel Mawhood, in command of 
the British detachment in the Princeton area, 
suddenly saw the Continentals crossing the fields 
of the farms belonging to the Clark and the Olden 
families. Mawhood had the 17th and the 55th 
Regiments under him and immediately prepared 
to give battle. Except for one thing, the opposing 
forces were equal. Each had two pieces of artillery 
and they had nearly the same number of men . The 
difference lay in the fact that the well-trained and 
experienced Britishers were fresh, and the ill-clad 
Continentals had just completed a long night 
march. 

After a short but brisk cannonade by both sides, 
the Americans climbed a fence to confront the 
British and were the first to use their muskets. 
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Mawhood's in fa ntry returned the volley and soon 
charged them with bayonets. The Continentals, 
who for the most pa rt used rifles without bayonets , 
gave way, abandoning their ca nnon. Their gallant 
offi cers, un willing to flee, were left in the rear, 
trying to call back the fug itives. Severa l Rebel of
fi ce rs fell. in cludin g General Hugh Mercer, whose 
horse was disa bled under him and who, in addition , 
was wounded , knocked down several times and 
then stabbed with a bayonet. 

By this time, Genera l Washington with ample 
rei nforce ments had adva nced as far as the Olden 
farm. Immedi ately, he understood the situa ti on 
and dispatched the Pennsylva ni a Militia to go to 
the support of Genera l Mercer. Now the numeri
ca l trength of the Continenta ls was ove rwhelming. 
The enemy fought with desperate courage . but 
soon reali zin g th at they might be sur rounded by 
the advan cin g Ameri ca n forces, fled over fields and 
fences up Stony Brook. 

This was the end of the third of the three major 
battles on the land th at is now Mercer County. 
Cornwallis never did ca tch up with Washingto n's 
Continent a ls. By the t ime he arrived in Pri nceton. 
the battl e was over and the victorious Washington 
was on his way to Morristown . 

It was the third battle of the three tha t gave 
Mercer County its name. General Merce r. in spite 
of his grave wounds, did not die on the battl efi eld . 
For some days he lived at the hom e of Mr . Thomas 
Clark , where the two daughters of the house. 
Hann ah and Sarah Clark, nursed him. However. 
all their efforts were in vain , and he died on Janu
ary 12. He is buried in Philadelphi a, in the grave
yard of Christ Church . ■ ■ ■ 



HISTORIC LANDMARKS 
THE TRENT HOUSE 
■ In 1714 William Trent, retiring from a brilliant 
career a t the law in Pennsylva ni a, bought eight 
hundred acres of land from the heirs of an earlier 
sett ler, Mahlon Stacy. In 1719, he built himself a 
house at "Ye Falls of Ye Delaware" and built it 
so we ll th at today it is one of Mercer County's 
land marks. Known a t various ti mes as Kingsbury 
H all , Bloomsbury Court , and Woodlawn , the 
venerable building invi tes inspection on South 
Warren Street in the City named for its builder, in 
disa rming cont ras t to the imposi ng new New Jersey 
office buildings which are its neighbors. Every year 
people from fa r places and nea r visit the house to 
view the lovely colonial furnishings of the old 
house. 

The T rent House has been a t one t ime or an
ot her the home of a Revolutio na ry War Colonel, 
a Chief Justice, a nd three governors, as well as of 
a num ber of other import ant fa milies. Thus it has 
been identified wi th the li fe o f the C ity, the Coun
ty, and the State. In 1929, after some twen ty other 
recorded transfe rs of the property, Edward Ansley 
Stokes deeded his birthplace and home to the City 
of Tren ton, stipul a ting that the C ity res to re it to its 
o ri gin a l condit ion a nd ma int a in it as a library, art 
ga llery, o r museum. The restoration, begun in 
1934, is authentic in a ll respects. Fortunately, at 
that time there existed a detailed inventory made 
only two yea rs after William Trent's dea th of all 
items in the house in his lifetime. 

The house sta nds a lmost exactly in the cen ter of 
its grounds, which were, in its first master's time, 
far more extensive. The bri ck walls rise two stor ies 
in height. The ge ntly sloping slate roof holds in 
its center a cupola of white fram e and glass . Horti
cu lturists find the planting around the house and 
the carriage house of great interest since it exactly 
duplicates that in the gardens of William Trent's 
time. 

THE OLD BARRACKS 

Situated on the South Willow Street hill in the 
heart of Trenton, the Old Barracks ranks as one 
of the most fa mous landmarks in Mercer County. 
Erected in 1758-59, it was built to house British 

Tre111 House 

troops tha t had been sent to America to fight m 
the French and Indi an Wars. 

By 17 65 the re appeared to be no further mili
tary use for the building and the State Legislature 
ordered that its contents be disposed of by public 
sale. Several yea rs late r, when the Revolutionary 
War broke upon the land, the Old Barracks served 
to house Hessian troops a nd then , when the Con
tinen ta l soldiers prevailed, they were quartered 
there. Toward the end of the War it served briefly 
as a military hospita l. 

With the cessation of hostilities, and with the 
independence of the Colonies firmly es tablished, 
nobody knew what to do with the Old Barracks. 
Various citi zens took title to it. Sometime after 
I 800 it suffered major surgery when forty-two feet 
of the cent ra l, o r west, part were demolished to 
permit the extension of Front Street from Willow 
Street to the State House. 

Further changes were made over the years , until 
finally the building lost most of its origina l impos
ing appearance and some of its charm. Indeed, it 
is quite conceivable that the Old Barracks would 

Old Barracks 
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Nassau Hall-Princeton University 

not be here today except for a dedicated group of 
women who, along with the State, worked hard to 
raise enough money to buy it , and ultimately to 
have it restored to its former handsome condition. 
The restoration was completed in 1917 . The fine 
old building is now the repository for many au
thentic relics of colonial days. 

The Old Barracks is open to tourists, and stu
dents of colonial architecture and furnishings find 
a visit there a prime source of interest. 

NASSAU HALL 
At the time of its erection , 1754-56, Nassau Hall 

with its sixty rooms was the largest structure de
voted to education in the Colonies and is still con
sidered by many to be one of the most beautiful 
American buildings of its period . The land on 
which it stands is part of some ten acres, plus two 
acres of woodland to furnish firewood, donated by 
Nathanial FitzRandolph, a Quaker, as an induce
ment to the College of New Jersey, later Princeton 
University, to move to Princeton from Newark. 
The president of the College, Aaron Burr, Sr. , 
former pastor of the Newark Presbyterian Church, 
had his own house, but at the beginning Nassau 
Hall housed the entire student body of seventy plus 
the three "tutors." Its name was suggested by 
Jonathan Belcher, Royal Governor of New Jersey 
from 1747-57, honoring the Prince of Orange, 
William of Nassau, King of England. 

During the War of Independence, both sides 
used Nassau Hall as a barracks and a hospital at 
one time or another until the battles of Trenton 
and Princeton, after which the town remained in 
American hands. The original summons for a 
Provincial Congress brought the first state legisla
tors into session in Nassau Hall in 1776, at which 
time the State Constitution was adopted and the 
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Jonathan Belcher , R oyal 
Governor of Province of 
New Jerse_v, /747-1757. 

first governor. William Livingston, was ina ugu
rated. 

Nassa u Ha ll has twice suffered grievously from 
fire , o nce at the beginning of the 19th Century and 
aga in nearly fift y yea rs la ter. Both times the walls 
stood intact, however, and more than one of the 
origina l wi ndin g. na rrow stone stairways remain to 
this day. their steps dee ply hollowed by many feet. 

MORVEN 
One of the several gems of colonial architecture 

that survives in the town of Princeton, and o ne of 
the most imposing, is Morven , on Stockton Street. 
Rich ard Stockton built it between 170 I and 1709. 
Hi s gra ndson, also Richard Stockton, a Signer of 
the Declara tion of Independence , na med it at the 
suggestio n of his wife , Annis Boudinot . and it re
mained in the fa mil y until 1945 . 

Morven was for a time the headquarters o f Lord 
Cornwallis during the British occupation of Prince
ton in 1776. The house suffered in the gene ral 
plundering of the neighborhood but. fortun ately, 
was not destroyed by fire as were so many others . 
When the Continental Congress met in Nassau 
Hall in the summer and fall of 1783, Elias Boudi
not , president of the Congress and brother of Mrs. 
Stockton, made Morven his official residence. 
Many distinguished guests were entertained within 
its walls . For example, Elias Boudinot gave a state 
dinner there on July 4 of that year to which all the 
members of the Continental Congress were bidden. 

The eminent record of the house was not dimin
ished when the late Governor Walter Edge of New 
Jersey bought it and restored it. In 1954 he deeded 
it to the State for the use of future governors . 

Morven 
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McKonkey's Ferry House (frame); tap room, top; 
kitchen corner, center right; and McKonkey barn (stone) 

THE McKONKEY FERRY HOUSE, 
WASHINGTON CROSSING 

A few miles west of Trenton, at Washington 
Crossing, is the quaint McKonkey Ferry House 
where George Washington stopped briefly after 
making his historic crossing of the ice-packed 
Delaware River. The building is maintained as a 
museum. 

It was here that General Washington's army 
formed up and started its march toward Trenton, 
eight miles south. Washington brought over, from 
the west bank of the Delaware, 2,400 men and 
twenty pieces of artillery. 

THE DOUGLASS HOUSE, TRENTON 
The Douglass House, which originally stood on 

South Broad Street below Assunpink Creek, is now 
situated on John Fitch Way across from Trenton's 
Soldiers and Sailors War Memorial Building. The 
distinction of this tiny structure lies in the fact that 
General Washington held a council of war here on 
January 2, 1777, the night before the Second Bat
tle of Trenton. 

Douglass House 

Douglass House Council of War, January 2, 1777, 
(From a pai111ing by W. E. Pedrick.) 
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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH , TRENTON 

The First Presbyterian Church on East State 
Street in Trenton has long been considered a 
beautiful house of worship. The present building 
dates from 1838, one of a series of churches on 
the same site replacing the original stone edifice 
dated I 726. During the turbulent days of the 
Revolution , Hessian troops occupied the old 
Church and a number of their casualties are buried 
in the adjoining church yard. Abraham Hunt, who 
entertained the Hessian commander on the night 
of the surprise attack in l 776, is buried there as 
are Moore Furman, the first mayor of Trenton , 
and General William S. Stryker, author of The 
Battles of Trenton and Princeton . T 

Firs/ Presby1erian Church, Trenron 
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51 . Michael's Church 

ST. MICHAEL'S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, TRENTON 

The first worship building of St. Michael's Epis
copal Church on North Warren Street at Perry 
Street, Trenton , was built in I 747-48. The present 
structure, built in 1819, has been added to and 
renovated a number of times. 

The original building served as a barracks for 
enemy soldiers during the Revolutionary War, and 
in its adj oining chu rch yard many early citizens 
are buried , including David Brearley, a Signer of 
the United States Constitution. 
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Friends' Meelillg House , Trell/Oil 

MEETING HOUSES OF THE ~ 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 
In the heart of downtown Trenton stands a 

venerable building, the original part of which was 
erected in 1739-a Friends' Meeting House. Be
fore Mercer County existed as an entity, a meeting 
was held there of the men who headed the Province 
of Jersey. On occasion, Continental troops passing 
through the area were quartered in the building 
and in 1776 it was occupied for a time by British 
Dragoons. 

In the adjoining graveyard lie George Clymer, 
a Signer of the Declaration of Independence; Dr. 
Thomas Cadwalader, "Chief Burgess of the Free 
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Borough of Trenton"; General Philemon Dick in
son. who headed the New J ersey military detach
men ts. 

Older st ill is the Friends' Meeting House in 
Prin ceto n. A gro up of Quakers settli ng in the a rea 
aro und I 700 assembled on First Day a t members' 
houses until the ir meeting house was fi nished ten 
yea rs later ulong with their stone-wa lled grave 
yard. Benjamin Pa rk deeded the land to s ix Friends 
and it is still he ld by the Pri nceton Monthl y Meet
ing of Fr iends . Situ ated on Quaker Road west of 
Mercer Street, the Friends' colony lay squarely in 
th e pa th o f the fi ghting during the Battl e o f Prince
ton, and the sma ll church was, of co urse, used as 
a hos pit a l more than once. Richard Stoc kton , a 
Signer of the Declara tion of Independence. lies 
buried in the graveya rd. T 

Friends' M eeting I-l ouse, l'rinceron 

Old School Baptist Church, Hopewell 

THE OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST 
MEETING HOUSE, HOPEWELL 

Hopewell contains on its main street the red 
brick building known as the Old School Baptist 
Meeting House, built in 1747, standing on land 
given the congregation by John Hart, although he 
was not a Baptist. He lived only a few years after 
signing the Declara tion of Independence and lies 
buried in the church yard . 

In 1797 there were I 34 recorded members. In
cidentally, twenty-five of these were named Stout. 

The congregation of this church has always been 
extremely strict , and it now numbers no more 
than a dozen persons. 

.-.. -~ i~ -. ·., 

,.!-\. '•. ~~ · ~--: .. ~· .-~~ 
~?. 

. •·:; 
First Presb_,·teria11 Church. Pri11ce1011 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN A 
CHURCH. PRINCETON 

The First Presbyte rian Church of Princeton , in 
the serene neo-Class ic style, was fini shed in 1766 
and destroyed by fire twice in the 19th Century. 
each time to be rebuilt in a replica of the origi nal 
building. It stands on the principal thoroughfare, 
Nassa u Stree t. on the Princeton University cam
pus. Since the University was founded by Presby
terian ministe rs. who went to Scotland to gather 
enough money to build the new institution. First 
Presbyterian was considered the hub of the emerg
ing college, a lthough the University has long had 
its own chapel and is non-sectarian . 
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THE ISAAC WATSON HOUSE, 
HAMIL TON TOWNSHIP 

The Isaac Watson House, eleven years older 
than the Trent House, is located on the bluffs of 
Watson's Creek at the foot of Park Avenue in the 
John A. Roehling Memorial Park section of Ham
ilton Township. 

While some changes have been made to the 
building over the years, it retains the same con
tour, and the date, 1708, is plai nly visible in the 
front wall facing the Creek. The house is being 
restored by the Daughters of the American Revo
lution. 

TRENTON BATTLE MONUMENT 
Situated at the "Five Points," where Warren and 

Broad Streets and Pennington , Brunswick, and 
Princeton Avenues converge, the Trenton Battle 
Monument stands where General George Wash
ington and his Continental soldiers opened their 
attack on the Hessians on Christmas night , 1776. 

From its observatory at the top, 150 feet above 
the street, visitors have an excellent view of the 
area. The cornerstone of this column was laid on 
December 26, 189 I, and the dedication took 
place two years later. Under the supervision of the 
Trenton Battle Monument Association, the con
struction was financed by Federal, State, and 
private funds. 

Princeton Battle Monument, below; 
Trenton Battle Monument, right 

PRINCETON BATTLE MONUMENT 
The Princeton Battle Monument was dedicated by 
President Warren G. Harding, June 9, 1922. It 
com memorates the Battle of Princeton in the Revo
lutionary War. 

Funds to build the Monument were provided by 
the Federal Government, the State of New Jersey, 
and by private citizens. 

The sculptor was Frederick MacMonnies. 
The Monument is twenty-six feet high and it 

incorporates an equestrian statue of General 
George Washington , which was promised by the 
Continental Congress of 1783, then sitting in 
Nassau Hall. 

THE SOLDIERS AND SAILORS WAR 
MEMORIAL BUILDING 

The Soldiers and Sailors War Memorial Build
ing was erected as a lasting remembrance to the 
men from the Trenton area who fought in World 
War I. The building was completed in 1932. It is 
a large auditorium that will seat 1,926 people . It 
is located in Stacy Park, Trenton . 

Funds to build the War Memorial were pro
vided by the school children of the Trenton area 
and by the City and County governments . The 
State donated the land. 

The architect-designers were Louis Kaplan and 
William A. Klemann. ■ ■ ■ 

Issac Watson llouse, below; 
Soldiers and Sailors War Memorial 

Building, bot/om center 



FAMOUS PEOPLE 
WOODROW WILSON 
■ Among all the men and women who by their 
accomplishments have brought renown to Mercer 
County, one man stands out. Woodrow Wilson, 
27th President of the United States, a native of 
Staunton, Virginia, spent many years of his life in 
the County. He was an undergraduate at Princeton 
University in the Class of 1879; for twelve years 
he was a professor there and its president from 
1902 to 19 10. In the latter year, he retired to be 
candidate for the governor of the State. 

The changes Woodrow Wilson made in reor
gani zing the University were practical and bene
ficial. He introduced the preceptorial system of 
teac hing which has been , at least in part, respon
sible for Princeton's educational excellence ever 
since. ( For more on preceptor ials, see Education.) 

During Wilson's two years as governor, he 
brought about the most sweeping reforms in the 
State's history. If the legislators balked, he ap
pealed to the people, who supported him until the 
legislators fell into line. Among his reforms were 
a workmen's compensation law, the direct primary, 
regulation of trusts and big business, and creation 
of a publi c utilities commission. 

Wilson's record as governor brought him to the 
forefront of the Democratic political picture and, 
in 191 2, he was elected President of the United 

Grover Cleveland 

Woodrow Wilson 

States. In that office he was able to secure many 
notable reforms of government, until entry of the 
country into the First World War focused all 
energies on supplies and armaments and, when 
the war ended, on the peace. Wilson's defeat over 
the proposed United States membership in the 
League of Nations was bitter to him. He finished 
his second term in ill health and died in Washing
ton, D. C. on February 3, 1924. 

GROVER CLEVELAND 
Grover Cleveland, born in 1837 in Caldwell, 

New Jersey, was the son of a Presbyterian clergy
man . He twice served as President of the United 
States, the 22nd and the 24th, elected both times 
as a "clean up government" candidate. He retired 
to live in Princeton . He inaugurated the distin
guished Stafford Little series of lectures at Prince
ton University for discussion of national and inter
national topics and was the speaker each year until 
his death in Princeton in 1908. His mansion, of 
cream-colored stucco, called Westland, still stands. 
It is not open to the public. 

ALBERT EINSTEIN 
Albert Einstein, born in Germany in 1879, 

lived for many years before his death in 1955 in 
a modest, attractive frame house on Mercer Street 
in Princeton. He had left his native Germany in 
the early days of Nazism because he saw what was 
happening to the German people; he foresaw what 
would happen to the Jews; and he was a pacifist 
who wrote, "I am convinced that degeneracy fol
lows every a utocratic system of violence, for vio
lence inevitably attracts moral inferiors." 

Einstein was professor of theoretical physics at 
Zurich in 1909, at Prague in 1911, and director 
of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute of Physics at Ber-
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Jin in 1913. His equation , Energy equals Mass 
times the square of the speed of light , has long 
been basic to any understanding of modern 
physics . 

In Princeton he was one of the small number of 
permanent members of the Institute for Advanced 
Study. Still , he was never too busy to help one of 
the neighborhood children with element ary a rith
metic. Sitting at his kitchen table of an afternoon 
he would, with unlimited patience, expl ain these 
mysteries . He loved children almost more th an the 
violin . 

In 1939 Eugene P. Wigner, who was teaching 
physics at Princeton U ni versity, and Leo Szil a rd , 
who lived in Princeton and taught at Columbia 
University, brought Einstein a draft of the fa mous 
letter to President Franklin D. Roosevelt , which 
urged that the United State concentrate on 
uranium research and warned that the Germans 
already had done so . 

On the part of all the scientists involved -
Enrico Fermi , Nil s Bohr, Wi gner, Szil ard , and the 
others, and certainly of Einstei n, the pac ifist -
this was a necessary preventative measure, an 
expansion of scientific knowledge, and not a step 
toward weapons of nearly infinite destruction. 

Einstein 's scientific accompl ishments reshaped 
man's concepts of creation at least as grandl y as 
did Newton's. On the person al side , the people 
of Princeton will always miss the sight of his hat
less figure on the streets, on foot , perhaps beside 
Marquand Park on his way to the Institute. In
variabl y he was clad in a heavy gray sweater 
with a woolen scarf tied loosely around his neck. 
The wind rumpled his fine white hair, worn long, 
above his melancholy face with the gentle brown 
eyes. 

Albert Einstein 
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John A . R oebling 

JOHN A. ROEBLING 

John A. Roeblin g is co nceded to have been 
Trenton's grea test industri ali st. The great Roeh
ling pl ant , now a di vision of The Colorado F uel 
and Iron Corporation, is a fitting monument to 
thi s man's in genuit y and ability. 

Roeblin g, bo rn in Pruss ia in 1806, ca me to 
America from G ermany in I 83 1. He settl ed in 
Western Pennsylvania and found ed a town which 
he and his brother, Karl, named Saxonburg. While 
there, he developed a method of makin g wire rope 
which made possible the construction of suspe n
sion bridges. 

In 1848 he was preva iled upon to come to 
Trenton by Peter Cooper, an established iron pro
ducer , who pointed out the ample labor supply 
and excellent transportation facilities to enable 
Roehling to produce and ship his products to all 
parts of the world. 

The name Roebling has always been synony
mous with the building of suspension bridges, the 
first of which was erected in 1846 over the Monon
gahela River at Pittsburgh. As the years passed, 
Roebling built other famous bridges, the most 
celebrated being the Brooklyn Bridge over New 
York's East River. Before it was completed, Roeh
ling was injured while taking observations for 
the structure and he died in 1869, of tetanus, a 
short time later. His son, Washington, took over 
and successfully finished the span. 



JOHN HART 
John Hart, born about J 7 J J in Stonington, 

Connecticut, was one of three signers of the 
Declaration of Jndependence from what is now 
Mercer County, New Jersey, and was a Hopewell 
farmer. He gave the land for the Old School Bap
tist Church on the main street in Hopewell. He 
died in 1779 and lies buried in its graveyard. 
Parts of his original farmhouse have been incor
porated into a modern country house not far from 
his grave. 

RICHARD STOCKTON 
The most emiment man from New Jersey to sign 

the Declaration of Independence was Richard 
Stockton, born in 1730 in Princeton . He was 
prominent as a lawyer and as a member of the 
royal governor's council. His home, Morven, was 
built between 170 I and 1709 by his grandfather, 
who bore the same name. He died in 1781 and is 
bl!ried in the Friends' Meeting House graveyard 
in Princeton . 

John Hart 

Richard Stockton 

JOHN B. WITHERSPOON 
John B. Witherspoon was a Signer of the 

Declaration of Independence and was a member 
of the Constitutional Convention of New Jersey 
and of the Continental Congress. He was sixth 
President of the College of New Jersey (now 
Princeton University) . He was born in Scotland 
about 1723 and died in Princeton in 1794. 

DA YID BREARLEY 
David Brearley was born on a farm near 

Maidenhead (Lawrenceville) in 1745. He studied 
law at the College of New Jersey ( Princeton 
University) and later practiced law in Allentown, 
New Jersey . 

In 1787 he was appointed by the Legislature 
as a delegate to the convention that wrote the 
Constitution of the United States. He was a Signer 
of the Constitution and later presided at the State 
convention when it was ratified . 

He was made Chief Justice of New Jersey in 
1779, when he was 34 years old. He died in 1790 
at age 45 and is buried in St. Michael's Cemetery. 

John 8 . Witherspoon 

David Brearley 
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FREDERICK W. DONNELLY 
Frederick W. Donnelly was mayor of Trenton 

for twenty-one years, 1911 to 1932. Mr. Donnelly 
was an able politician and business man. He 
founded the men's clothing store on East State 
Street, which bears his name. 

Mayor Donnelly was born in Trenton in 1866 
and died in 1935. He was mayor through the First 
World War and through many prosperous years 
before and after the War. He was intensely inter
ested in inland waterways, especially insofar as 
they affected Trenton. He was the moving force 
behind Trenton's Marine Terminal and served 
as president of the New Jersey Ship Canal Com
mission. The Port of Trenton Advisory Board was 
created during his tenure as mayor of Trenton. 
He also created Donnelly Memorial Hospital. 
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Rose Stahl 

ROSE STAHL 
The name of Rose Stahl, who died in 1955 

after being retired from the theater for thirty 
years, was a well known one in its day. The 
daughter of Colonel and Mrs. Ernest C. Stahl of 
Trenton , she became the toast of Broadway. Her 
first outstanding hit was The Chorus Lady. Other 
successes included Maggie Pepper, Our Mrs. Mc
Chesney, The Amateur Gentleman, and Pack Up 
Your Troubles. 

GEORGE ANTHEIL 

George Antheil 
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George Antheil was one of the most contro
versial figures in modern music. Born in Trenton 
in 1900, he astounded the critics with his Ballet 
Mechanique, a composition he scored for anvils, 
airplane propellers, electric bells, auto horns, and 
sixteen player-pianos. In later years, before his 
death in 1959, he produced some noteworthy 
works, including two operas, a jazz symphony, 
and a piano concerto. ■ ■ ■ 

◄ Frederick W. Donnelly 



BIRTH OF MASONIC 
ORDER IN AMERICA 
■ The Masonic Order appears to have had its 
American beginnings in Trenton over a century 
before Mercer County was formed, or in 1730. 
Daniel Coxe was then appointed the first Pro
vincial Grand Master of Masons in the New 
World . This is the son of Dr. Daniel Coxe who, 
through fair dealing with the Lenni Lenape In
dians, was able to purchase much land from them 
and thus brought about the eventual settlement of 
the western section of the Hopewell Valley. 

Original Masonic Building 

Other Masonic lodges were formed, in New 
Jersey, before Trenton Lodge No. 5 was estab
lished, in J 787, under New Jersey Grand Master 
David Brearley. However, there is very little doubt 
that Daniel Coxe was the first Grand Master in 
the colonies. Harry Price, Provincial Grand 
Master of Massachusetts, received his deputation 
in 1733, three years after Coxe. 

When the Grand Lodge of New Jersey was or
ganized in 1787, another Trentonian, David Brear
ley, then Chief Justice of New Jersey, was elected 
first Grand Master. Brearley had been a soldier in 
the Revolution and was one of the commissioners 
appointed by Congress to settle the land dispute 
between Pennsylvania and Connecticut in 1784. 

He is one of the eminent early citizens who lie 
buried in the graveyard of St. Michael's Episcopal 
Church in Trenton. 

The fraternity's oldest lodge hereabouts is Tren
ton Lodge No. 5, formed on December 20, 1787, 
during David Brearley's tenure. The first Masonic 
Temple, erected in 1793, still stands at the corner 
of South Willow Street and Memorial Drive, across 
from the Soldiers and Sailors War Memorial Build
ing. It contains many relics of early New Jersey 
and is maintained as a Masonic Museum. Work 
was begun on a new Masonic Temple in 1884, 
this one at West State and Warren Streets. It was 
an imposing building of red brick, a City land
mark until it was demolished in 1917. The site 
where it stood was, until recently, the Trenton 
Banking Company building and is now a drive-in 
facility and parking lot for The First Trenton 
National Bank. 

The present Masonic Temple stands on South 
Willow Street, next to the Masonic Museum and 
diagonally across from the "Old Barracks." It was 
opened for use in J 928 . 

The six Trenton lodges, in addition to the 
original Trenton Lodge No. 5, are: Ashlar No. 
76, Loyal No. 181, Mercer No. 50, Column No. 
I 20, True Craftsman No. 202, and Fraternal No. 
139. 

The County also has York Rite, Scottish Rite, 
and the Shrine. ■ ■ ■ 

Present Masonic Temple 
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THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL 
STEAMBOAT 

■ John Fitch, a young man from Hartford, Con
necticut, who had a stubborn determination and 
an inventive mind, built the first practical steam
boat in Trenton and operated it on the Delaware 
River years before Robert Fulton's Clermont sailed 
the Hudson. 

Born on a farm in 1743, he tried many lines of 
endeavor in order to avoid farming : he kept a 
store, he was a sailor, he mended clocks, he set up 
as a brass founder and silversmith. After brief 
service as a lieutenant in the Revolutionary War, 
on a surveying trip north of the Ohio River, he 
made an adequate map of the Northwest Territory 
in his own hand. About 1769 he arrived in Trenton. 

Sixteen years later, when Fitch displayed his 
first vessel on the Delaware River, he had gone 
through many periods of discouragement. He had 
sought aid to finance his invention from the Con
gress, and from the Virginia, the Pennsylvania, 
and the Maryland legislatures. Those lawmakers, 
however, would have none of this newfangled con
traption, a hazard to life and limb. Even Benjamin 
Franklin gave him no help. Finally, the New 
Jersey Legislature granted Fitch his petition, an 
exclusive franchise for fourteen years "of con
struction, making, using and employing, or naviga
tion, all and every species or kind of boats, or 
watercraft, which might be urged or impelled by 
force of fire or steam, in all the creeks, rivers, etc., 
within the territory of this State." Signators to the 
petition included Stacy Potts, Isaac Smith, Robert 
Pearson, Jr., Samuel Tucker, Abraham Hunt, 
Rennselear Williams, John and Edward Clunn. 

With the franchise and his models, Fitch organ
ized a company with an initial fund of $300 and 
engaged a boat builder, one Henry Voight of 
Philadelphia. 

Fitch's first steamboat actually sailed the Dela
ware on July 27, 1786, and the heads of the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania and the College of New 
Jersey, now Princeton University, were present to 
see it. It was a crude affair, with paddle wheels 
activated by a tiny steam engine with a single 
cylinder of only 3-inch bore. John Fitch was en-
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thusiastic and said to Stacy Potts the next day, 
" . . . we shall not come short of IO miles per hour, 
if not 12 or 14. I will say 14 in theory and 12 in 
practice." Although this first boat made several 
trips on the Delaware in that year, no suc_h speeds 
were attained . In the fall of that year he ngged up 
another model , fitted with long paddles on either 
side, propelled by two endless chains running 
fore and aft. 

Again John Fitch needed capital , but an appeal 
to the Pennsylvania Legislature was apparently 
shelved. The Delaware Legislature, however, con
firmed his rights to his invention, and on this basis 
the Fitch shareholders advanced money for con
struction of a 45-foot boat, powered by a 12-inch 
cylinder. On August 22, 1787, most of the Con
tinental Congress witnessed the successful launch
ing of this craft. Fitch immediately petitioned that 
body for funds, but for some reason the same Con
gress that had seen the boat in performance turned 
down the inventor's petition . 

None the less, in July of 1788 Fitch put this 
third ship into service between Philadelphia and 
Burlington on a schedule. At Burlington, un
fortunately , the boiler blew up and the ship had 
to be floated back to Philadelphia for a new boiler. 
On October 16 Fitch took a boatload of prominent 
guests up the River to Trenton and returned them 
to Philadelphia the same day. 

Another ship, equipped with an 18-inch cylin
der engine, had difficulties of a mechanical nature 
and made its last trip on the Delaware in 1790. 
Still another, Persel'erance, was wrecked by a 
storm; and further efforts to secure backing in 
Europe and in this country having failed, John 
Fitch was forced to retire from steamboating. 

He is commemorated in Mercer County by the 
four-lane John Fitch Parkway which parallels the 
Delaware River in Trenton from Glen Afton to 
where Lamberton Street meets the River. ■ ■ ■ 

The very first steamboat 



RAFTING 
ON THE RIVER 
■ Many, many years ago, when the upper reaches 
of the Delaware River abounded in tall timber, 
woodsmen felled the giant trees and rafted them 
down the River to its lower reaches where there 
was a continual and heavy demand for lumber. 

The first rafts were primarily of pine logs from 
the Pocono region . Later, a considerable amount 
of hemlock was sent downstream. These hemlock 
logs were usually stripped of their bark which was 
used in the tanning leather process. Tannersville, 
Pennsylvania, was so named because of its numer
ous tanneries. 

By the late l 820's, rafting on the Delaware had 
increased to a point where hundreds of units were 
dispatched down the stream. In 187 5 a total of 
more than three thousand log rafts were recorded 
as passing through Titusville. 

The log rafts were held together by what were 
called '' lash poles." Once the logs had been ar
ranged in their raft pattern , the crosswise ones 

were fastened with wooden staples, called bows, 
made of ironwood or basswood. The staples fitted 
through holes bored by augers fitted with long iron 
shanks. This rectangular raft was then navigated 
by a giant oar, or sweep. 

In Mercer County, there still remains a nos
talgic reminder of early rafting days: the Log 
Basin, now a popular ice skating pond between the 
John Fitch Parkway and the River in Trenton's 
western section. Here, surplus logs were stored 
until the sawmills could accommodate them. 

Just above Washington Crossing, the peaceful 
hamlet of Titusville was once a famous rafting 
stop. The focal point for all raftsmen was the old 
Riverview House which was operated by one C. H. 
Swift, a veteran of the Civil War. As soon as the 
winter ice began to break up and jostle its way 
down river, everybody knew that before long the 
rafts would be there, tying up at the piers. Then 
there was plenty of activity at the Riverview 
House, for the raftsmen were a hungry and thirsty 
lot. 

Today, timber finds its way to the markets of 
the world by giant tractor-trailer. Indeed, aside 
from the Log Basin, nothing remains to even 
vaguely indicate that the Delaware was once a busy 
artery for the rafting of logs to the areas south of 
Mercer County. ■ ■ ■ 

Rafting 011 the Delaware. Trenton in the background. 
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QUALITY 
SERVICE 
RELIABLE 

20 
Among twent y Cordial s by Coin treau, there's a 
flavor that can be the crowning touch to your 
dinner toni ght. There are liqueurs, fru it-Aavorcd 
brandies and specialties-every one Cointreau in 
quali l y. Cointreau in fla vor a nd Coin treau in 
r eput a ti on . • Cointreau Liqu e ur, /./, e crowning 
tou ch to a perfect dinner, 80 Proo f. Produ ced 
and bo1tled by Coint rea u Ltd ., Pennington, N.J. 

AMERICAN OIL 
AND SUPPLY 

COMPANY 

MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS 
OF OILS AND CHEMICALS 

SINCE 1895 
INDUSTRY 'S COMPLETE SOURCE OF SUPPLY 

AMERICAN OIL AND SUPPLY COMPANY 
238-260 Wilson Avenue Newark 5, New Jersey 
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TRENTON-
THE NATION'S CAPITAL, 
ALMOST 

■ Once upon a time ( 180 years or so ago) the 
City of Trenton nearly became the site of the 
national capital. 

The Continental Congress had to hold its ses
sions in this place or that, wherever it seemed saf
est from the harassing British. They left Philadel
phia hurriedly for several months and met from 
June to November, 1783, in Princeton. Their place 
of convocation was Nassau Hall, the building 
which housed the College of New Jersey (Prince
ton University), in the prayer hall, which is now 
the Faculty Room. Sometimes the Congress met 
in New York. And sometimes they sat in Trenton. 

In one of their first meetings in Princeton, the 
legislators designated the first Monday of the fol
lowing October for consideration of whatever of
fers might be made by states anxious to secure the 
capital for their domains. And at more or less the 
same time, the Legislature of New Jersey agreed 
to proffer jurisdiction over any district of twenty ! • . 

~ 

~
~-
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French Arms Tavern, southwest 
corner of State and Warren Streets 

miles square, plus 30,000 pounds toward construc
tion of buildings. 

By October, the Congress had done a lot of 
deliberating on the location of the future capital 
and , naturally, whenever legislators deliberate they 
also maneuver. Late in the month, these legisla
tors voted to establish not one capital but two, one 
on the Potomac River and one on the Delaware. 

Meanwhile, the Congress was to meet alternately 
at Trenton and at Annapolis, to which town the 
delegates then promptly repaired for a short 
session. 

Since the next sessions were scheduled for 
Trenton in late October, 1784, the New Jersey 
Legislature hastily appropriated enough money to 
provide accommodations suitable for the dele
gates . Jacob Bergen's French Arms Tavern was 
done over, to serve as a meeting place. and Stacy 
Potts' mansion was completely renovated so as to 
house the president of the Congress in proper style. 

Several groups proposed sites which came under 
consideration. One group pushed for the site 
around our present Federal City Road, which runs 
the short distance between the mouth of the Sha
bakunk Creek in Ewing Township and Cold Soil 
Road in Lawrence Township. Th is Road would 
have run directly to the capital. Another group 
proposed the site in the triangle between Lamber
ton Street, east to what is now White Horse Circle, 
and north to Quaker Bridge. This area today 
roughly comprises Hamilton Township. (See map 
opposite.) 

However, when the time for convening arrived , 
the delegates found themselves scurrying about 
looki ng for lodgings, since the State Legislature 
was also in session in the small town. Apparently 
they bore no ill will because of the situation, how
ever, because before they left they voted for only 
one Federal City, at the falls of the Delaware, near 
Trenton. The Congress appointed a site committee 
and appropriated $ I 00 thousand for buildings and 
then with, we imagine, some relief, moved on to 
roomier New York . 

Somehow the committee never received any 
funds and nothing happened until the Constitution 
was ratified. On December 20, 1787 the State 
Legislature, having ratified, also offered to cede 
ten miles square for a Federal City. And for some 
time New Jersey continued to believe in the valid
ity of the decision of 1784 in favor of Trenton, in 



spite of rumors and of the indisputable fact that 
the first meeti-ng of the new Federal Congress was 
held in New York. 

Alas, and according to Richard P. McCormick, 
Alexander Hamilton was the deus ex machina, a 
bargain was struck whereby in return for southern 

support in regard to assumption of state debts, the 
capital would be located on the Potomac River. 
This was in July of 1790. 

Trenton is the Mercer County seat and the 
Capital of New Jersey, but it never got to be the 
capital of the nation. ■ ■ ■ 

One of the proposed sites for Federal City (roughly what is now Hamilton 
Township) . Copy of the original manuscript map in the Library of Congress. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE FAIR 
■ Early in the fall of each year, when the can
ning and preserving are well under way but the 
frost is not yet on the pumpkin, Mercer County 
plays host to the New Jersey State Fair, which at
tracts many thousands of visitors to the County. 

The charier that started fairs in New Jersey 
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As the accompanying illustration shows, the 
Fair is an ancient institution . King George Il of 
England granted to his " loving subjects," who 
were the principal inhabitants of the "township 
of Trenton and the County Hunterdon ," a royal 
charter anno domini 1745 for the purpose of 
"Selling and Buying of all and all manner of 
Horses, Mares, Colts, Cows, Calves, Steers, Hoggs, 
Sheep, and all other Cattle or any other goods 
wares and merchandise whatsoever ... " 



However, John Taylor originated the Fair, as 
we know it today, in the year 1888. He was also 
the founder of one of the County's oldest existing 
businesses, the Taylor Pork Roll Company. For 
some years the "big show" was known as the Inter
State Fair. In 1936 its present owner, George A. 
Hamid, Jr. , bought it from the Inter-State Fair 
Association and has been its mentor ever since. 

Old-timers will remember some of the many 
famous personalities who have played the Fair: 
Otto Schreyer and his sensational bicycle leap 
across the race track ( 1 908), landing in a tank 
of water; Harriet Quimby, the very first woman 
flyer ( I 91 I ) ; Mlle. Bergerat and her somersault
ing automobile ( early l 900's); Roy Knabensque 
and his dirigible ( 1906); and the flyer named 
Charles F. Walsh, whose plane crashed in front of 
the grandstands and killed him ( 19 I 2). One of the 
early airplane flights was made in 1909 by Ralph 
Johnson, piloting a Wright brothers plane. His 
contract called for five flights of a minimum of 
two minutes each. He was successful. 

In the old days, horse-drawn carriages and farm 
wagons arrived early in the day, their drivers tak-

ing up strategic places along the rails of the half
mile dirt track. There were plenty of tents for 
picnickers, and the Pennsylvania Railroad ran 
special excursion trains right onto the Fair 
grounds. After a full and exciting day, most visi
tors packed up early and left for the long trip 
home. 

Now the track is a mile long, bigger and more 
comfortable grandstands accommodate a lot more 
people, and many of the Fair structures are perma
nent buildings. A great deal of the principal activi
ty of the Fair takes place at night, with the largest 
crowds pushing through the turnstiles during the 
early evening. 

But high-speed races (automobile) are still a big 
feature of the Fair; the best entries in cake baking 
still win prizes; the biggest squash or eggplant or 
what-have-you from the gardens of the "Garden 
State" receives an award in its class; and 4-H Club 
members still show their livestock in competition 
with the well-known breeders of the State, hoping 
for blue ribbons. The Fair remains "The Big 
Show," and for Mercer County it is a highlight 
of the year. ■ ■ ■ 

New Jersey State Fair today 



SAGA OF THE RIVER BOATS 
■ Perhaps no period in American history more 
picturesquely dramatizes its own way of life than 
the fabulous river boats which once plied the 
nation's rivers. The Hudson, Mississippi, Ohio, 
Missouri-and, yes, even the broad and tranqu il 
Delaware-enjoyed an era of river boating. 

While it is true th at the handsome vessels that 
cruised up and down the Delaware we re nei ther 
as ornate nor as spac ious as those of the mid
western rivers, still they gave service and pleasure 
to many people in more than one generation. 

fo r it to run from Ph iladelphi a to Bordentown a nd 
that. of course, was wi th the ti de. When the tide 
was agai nst it , the run frequent ly consumed five 
hou rs or more. 

Contemporary with the Phoenix was the Cam
den. Later, the Bristol. the Eagle, and the New 
Jersey appeared on the loca l nautical sce ne. How
ever, perhaps the mo t famo us of the Delaware 
river boats was the Edwin F arrest. of whi ch there 
were at least two. perhaps three. The first one went 
in to service on May 8, 1849. It was 168 feet 
long and had a 26-foot beam. Its cabins were ex
tremel y commodious and wel l-appointed , as was 
its alon. 

Actually , the golden era of the river boat is co n
sidered to have been the period from 1870 to 19 10 . 

\. 

One of the pro11cl, Delaware river hoats of the /a re /800 's 

Steamboats on the Delaware can be traced back 
to the early part of the 19th Century. The first 
vessel of consequence is believed to have been the 
Phoenix which was built by one John Stevens, 
purely as a business venture. As nearly as can be 
determined, it was making regular runs between 
Trenton and Philadelphia by 1812. Built only a 
few years after Robert Fulton's Clermont , which 
in turn was preceded by John Fitch's successful 
steamboats, the Phoenix was supposedly an odd 
looking vessel which, with a full head of steam, 
would throw water as high as its smokestack. 

Owned by the Swiftsure Line, the Phoenix was 
neither swift nor sure. It took all of three hours 
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Much freight was carried, including all the varie
ties of fruit and vegetables grown in Mercer 
County . There was plenty of passenger traffic, too, 
for people weren't in such a hurry to get to their 
destinations in those halcyon days. 

When the country's first Centennial year rolled 
around in 1876, thousands of County residents 
journeyed on the river boats to Philadelphia. It is 
quite likely that that was the biggest July Fourth 
and the biggest year in the history of river boating 
on the Delaware. 

In the early days of the golden era, it was a bit 
of a journey from the center of Trenton to where 
the steamboats docked. Before the trolley cars 



finally bridged the gap, horse-drawn omnibuses 
took passengers to and from the wharves for a 
fare of six and three-quarters cents. 

While many folks undoubtedly packed picnic 
lunches for the steamer ride, others patronized the 
lunchrooms and dining rooms on the boats . And 
many of the vessels stopped en route at various 
places where meals could be purchased. 

One especially famous river boat was the Twi
light. A graceful side-wheeler, she was retired 
from service in 1917 and later was destroyed by 
fire in a Camden boat yard . And during the period 
when thi s venerable vessel ran the stream, there 
were a number of others whose names may strike 
a responsive chord in the memories of old timers. 
They included the Columbia, the John A. Warren, 
and the Pokanoket, which had twin screw pro
pellers and which carried signs, conspicuously 
placed, stating that she had "no bar and no intoxi
ca ting drinks." 

Some of the boat were run by such companies 
as the Dolphin Line, which operated the Queen 
Anne, the Trenton, the Springfield. and the Dol
flh in . Succeeding the Dolphin Line was the Tren
ton-Philadelphia Steamboat Company. 

Occasionally there were disasters on the River, 
aside from getting hung up on sandbars, of course. 
The Trenton blew up off Torresdale shortly after 
1900. It was reported that she was engaged in a 
race with the John A . Warren, in true Mississippi 
river boat tradition. 

While most of the river boats on the Delaware 
were side-wheelers, there was at least one stern
wheeler. It was the Long Branch and she was in 
service around 1890. 

The side and stern-wheelers on the Delaware 
are gone, and of all the famous river boats in the 
country only the Delta Queen, which is propelled 
from the stern, is still in operation today, running 
down the Ohio and the Mississippi to New Or
leans. 

Freight is carried in other, faster ways, except 
for the barges hauling their slow cargo. As for 
people, a great many of them have their own boats 
nowadays. There is no denying, however, that 
cruising up or down the Delaware on one of those 
steamers huffing and puffing cinders into your pic
nic lunch had its compensations. If the sun shone, 
there was beautiful scenery to look at; and if there 
was moonlight, well-it was romantic. ■ ■ ■ 

MIFFLIN'S 

MIFFLIN 
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We have the best known names 

in pianos and organs 
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The largest display to select from 

in the Delaware Valley. 

234 E. State Street, Trenton Phone EX 2-7133 
340 W. Broad St., Burlington, N. J. Phone DU 6-4655 

FREE PARKING AT BOTH LOCATIONS 
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THE MERCER AUTOMOBILE 
■ When they think of automobiles, most people 
think of Detroit which has, after all, been the 
major auto manufacturing center since Henry 
Ford figured out how to bring the horseless car
riage into the lives of the masses. 

Yet, in its day, probably no American-made 
motor car ever built has attained more fa me than 
the Mercer, made at the Mercer plant on White
head Road in Hamilton Township, Mercer Coun
ty, from 1909 until 1 925. This high-striding vehi
cle, with its gleaming brass fittings , broke o many 
records on the racing tracks of the coun try that 
most manufacturers in the United States and in 
Europe despaired of trying to turn out a car that 
would beat it. 

In sixty-five out of eighty major races over a 
period of five years , the Mercer finished not lower 
than third . Naturally, such a record endeared the 
car to all who appreciated a combination of manu
facturing integrity with an elegance that was also 
able to stand up under punishment. 

Especially popular was the Mercer Raceabout , 

M ercer a1110111obile 

of which only six hundred were built. As the ad 
man of the day might have said, "A symphony in 
highly polished brass trim and a beautifully 
painted, colored metal body, this sleek two-seater, 
with its miniature wind-break mounted on the 
steering column, is the pride and joy of all who 
are fortunate enough to possess one." And , oddly 
enough, every word would have been true. 

Painstak in g ca re in custom-fashioning made the 
conventional Mercer passenger car a n item of 
precis ion machining, too. Some are st ill in top 
running shape and perform quite as well as they 
did when they rolled out of the Whitehead Road 
fac tory so many yea rs ago. 

It is about forty years since the last Mercer 
automobile was built , and there are still forty in 
existence tod ay. One owner reports that his Mer
cer wi ll do nin ety-three miles per hour. 

The o rigi na l engine for the Mercer was des igned 
by Finl ay H . Porter , the Mercer Automobile Com
pany's engineer. The last Mercer was powered by 
a six cylinder engine designed by Fred Duesenberg 
(another well known automobile manufacturer in 
his time). 

Records show that in 1912 the Mercer a uto
mobile sold for about $2,500 ; in I 920 it so ld for 
about $3,500. ■ ■ ■ 



MARTIAN "INVASION" 
■ Mercer County has the somewhat dubious dis
tinction of being the first place on earth where a 
fictional invasion of man from outer space was 
actually purported to have taken place. It hap
pened early in the evening of October 30, 1938, 
with a radio dramatization of a well-known short 
story by H. G. Wells, produced by Orson Welles. 
During the broadcast, reminders that this was a fic
tional episode were made at regular intervals. 
However, the hundreds of thousands of people 
from one end of the country to the other who 
panicked were deaf to everything but the unfolding 
of the terrifying plot. 

Mercer County was instantly held to be the 
very spot because, while the locale of the invasion 
was stated to be "Glover's Mills," everybody 
thought th at the announcer was so excited that he 
si mply mispronounced "Grover's" Mill , which 
indeed lies in West Windsor Township, Mercer 
County, New Jersey. 

People in the Rocky Mounta in states hastily 
packed provisions and progeny into their cars and 
fled up the canyons ; people in the plains states 
drove out on the plains, for in those vastnesses 
what Martians could find them? City dwellers de
camped for the countryside, and many country 
people hurried into the fastness of a city. Every
where long-neglected relatives received telephone 
calls from distant places giving warning and saying 
farewell, for astoundingly enough a huge number 
of our national population believed that the oft
predicted end of the world was at hand. 

The local police switchboards were swamped, 
the nearest to the scene, the largest, and therefore 
the busiest being the Police and Fire Communica
tions Bureau at Trenton. Sylvester Zimmerman, 
who was a dispatcher then and is still one today, 
says that it was a quiet night and he was about to 
have a snack around 8 :00 o'clock, when all at 
once the whole switchboard lit up "like a Christ
mas tree. " Walter Parker and Leon Smith, also on 
duty that night, agree that nobody had any peace 
from the frantic telephone calls for nearly three 
hours. 

"It was a madhouse," Zimmerman recalls. "The 
lines were so jammed that for a long time we 
couldn't make any calls outside. Consequently, we 
couldn't find out what it was all about. For all we 
knew, of course, some kind of invasion from the 
skies really was in progress." 

All three men remember clearly the sound in 
the background of most calls-the sound of sob
bing. From their vantage point, nearly everybody 
seemed to be afflicted with the mass hysteria. 

Finally, after a long hour had passed, the Tren
ton City Manager, Paul Morton, appeared. At his 
order Zimmerman succeeded in getting through to 
the New York radio station where the program 
had originated. "Tell 'em to broadcast every fifteen 
minutes that the whole thing is a fake--or else!" 
Morton shouted. When Zimmerman made the con
nection, the seething City Manager made the de
mand himself. 

Meanwhile, newspapers from all over the coun
try-Boston, Baltimore, Cleveland, Los Angeles, 
Denver-were calling in, along with many others 
wanting the Trenton Communications Bureau to 
give them " the details of the disaster." Zimmerman 
added, "Why, there was even a call from London. 
Then , in the middle of all this, somebody touched 
off a fire alarm and the local residents immediately 
jumped to the conclusion that now they had 
Martians in their own back yards, too." 

Hospitals called in to find out how many casual
ties to prepare for; citizens telephoned for informa
tion on the safest way to get out of the area; a 
drunk telephoned from a bar wanting information, 
but said immediately, "Well, the heck with it. I'm 
going to get me another drink." 

Eventually, the periodic announcements of re
assurance began to have a wholesome effect. 
People all over the land sheepishly returned home, 
put the children to sleep, replaced the canned 
goods on the shelves, and went to bed themselves. 
At the Trenton headquarters things were "pretty 
well calmed down by 11 :00 o'clock.'" 

The Orson Welles program of science fiction 
was only too good. The hamlet of Grover's Mill 
had had its time in the limelight, and Mercer 
County had had more than enough of the Martian 
"invasion." ■ ■ ■ 
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RECREATION 
■ Not so long ago, recreation was something that 
just happened when a person was idle and it oc
curred to him, alone or with friends , to go berrying 
or fishing or looking for rocks or, in the proper 
season, hunting. They went not because they 
needed food or rocks, but because fishing or hunt
ing, or maybe pitching horseshoes, was a pleasant 
thing to do. So was just lying on your back in a 
field watching the clouds. 

The title of a best-sell ing book published a cou
ple of years ago epitomizes this attitude: Where 
did you go? Out. What did you do? Not hing. 

Children played hopscotch or shot marbles on 
a sidewalk, and grownups sat on the front porch in 
the swing or walked downtown ·to a movie. For a 
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Public playground, Trenton 

while bicycle racing was "the" thing to do. Now 
one looks for bicycles only near a high school or a 
college, and these are not used for racing. Most 
of our forefathers took parks and open spaces and 

Indoor swimming pool. Central YMCA , Trell/on 
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Boats for modem boating 0 11 the Delaware 

a reasonable amount of leisure for granted. No
body needs to be told that this is all changed. One 
cynic remarked , " If a man isn't busy working, he 
has to be busy playing." Of course, the matter 
isn't as simple as th at . 

Part of the change has come from the concen
tration of people into cities and towns. In former 
eras nobody thought of planning in connection 
with cities, and so urban children have inadequate 
pl aygrounds, if any at all. And where are the trees 
to shinny up, the fishing holes, and the fields , 
smelling sweetly of hay, to daydream in? 

Grownups need recreation areas, too. The pro
duction worker not only needs it after hours on the 
assembly line, but some sort of participation game 
is prescribed for him by plant management psy
chologists. He may join a company team that com
petes with other company teams in baseball or 
softball. The office worker needs a change of pace 
after holding down a desk all day. And the young 
mother needs a park where she can sit on a bench 
in the sun and watch junior in his pram. 

The voters of New Jersey, recognizing that park
lands are a psychological necessity, approved 
by a referendum the appropriation of enough 
money to finance, with Federal aid, a Green Acres 
program , which will create new parks and add to 
existing ones. The programs of multi-purpose 
dams of the Stony Brook-Millstone Watersheds 
Association and the new Assunpink Watershed 
will also provide many acres of recreational area. 

Trenton did some park planning years ago when 
it opened the first in its system of parks, the one 
called Cadwalader, which was then eighty acres 
in extent and which cost $50 thousand. It is now 
maintained by The Mercer County Park Com
mission. The County maintains the John A. Roe
hling Memorial Park in Hamilton Township, a 
good golf course near the Mercer County Airport, 



Cadwalader Park 

and a large park and picnic area at Washington 
Crossing. Just south of that park the County has 
built a ski run. In 1957 the County received ninety 
acres of woodland in Princeton Township from 
Professor and Mrs. Oswald Veblen. The deed of 
gift stipulated that the property was to be kept as 
a nature preserve. 

The various appropriate County agencies are 
cooperating in development of the ninety-eight 
acres, half in Lawrence Township and half in 
Hopewell Township, recently given to the Na
tional Audubon Society by Professor Millard 
Meiss, of the Institute for Advanced Study, and 
Mrs. Meiss. (For more on this and the Veblen 
Arboretum see Mercer County Tomorrow.) 

Mercer County's good transportation facilities 
make it easy to reach many kinds of recreation 

First football game photographed from an airplane, 
November 4, 1911 . Princeton beat Harvard 8 to 6. 

close to home. Canoeing, which used to be a 
major sport on the Delaware, still claims its de
votees but now on quieter bodies of water, for the 
River is apt to be full of speedboats, aquaplaners, 
and amphibious planes arriving and departing. 
Many people in the rural sections run boarding 
and riding stables and stage annual gymkhanas. 

All kinds of clubs flourish: clubs for playing the 
recorder, for square dancing, for sewing, for gar
dening, for playing bridge, for "birding." Perhaps 
the club with the largest membership, no name, 
and no dues, is that of the large number of male 
backyard cooks. No survey, at least no reliable 
one, has ever been made of the tonnage of ham
burgers and frankfurters annually masticated 
around the outdoor grill in clement weather. 
Father does the actual cooking and the guests 
enjoy the eating; but after she has made countless 
trips to the kitchen in preparation and then dou
bled them in the cleaning up, mother is apt to 

Mercer County's Ski Tow, Goat Hill, Hopewell Township 

wonder who is saving whom labor? Still, there is 
no denying that backyard entertaining at meals is 
a highly popular form of recreation for all ages. 

Not far from the barbecue spit or the roto
broiler is often to be found the swimming pool. 
Kidney, oval, bowl, or shoe-box shaped, the pool is 
a boon to everyone in the family. It uses no extra 
water since, once filled , its water circulates through 
a filter and comes back again. It is good for father 
after a hard grind at the office or plant ; it is good 
for the children (and the neighbors' children) and, 
except for having to manage the unmanageable 
vacuum cleaner, it is just what mother needs. 

If there is no pool handy and no YM or YWCA 
around the corner, look in the newspaper. Every 
summer day's papers carry long lists of planned 
activity in parks and libraries meant for young
sters. Many group programs are carried out in the 
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winter, too, for city children or rural , in our age 
most young people tend to do things in the plural. 

For a long time, now, most people have had 
cars to take them to places of amusement. At the 
same time, radio and then television have brought 
a lot of entertainment into the house . Stand
up comics, beauteous songstresses and dancers, 
bouncing bands, make a home a nightclub at will , 
and no tipping. The Preakness, the Masters', the 
Army-Navy game, the heavy-we ight cham pion
ship-all these can take place right in the living
room. Even Shakespeare has his foot in the door 
and Maria Callas is on his heels. 

Has this exposure hurt the main event? ln the 
case of the motion picture, decidedly. Broadcasts 
and telecasts of music and of sports, however, have 
motivated people to go and see for themselves. 
Ever since Princeton and Rutgers played their 
first football game in 1869, football has been "in" 
in Mercer County. Princeton University's Palmer 
Stadium is the County's biggest. 

One of Princeton's most famous games took 
place in 1950 between Dartmouth College and the 
home team in the course of an actual hurricane. 

Disregarding the peril of snapping power lines and 
crashing trees a ll over Princeton , a considerable 
number of people went, includin g elderly people, 
crippled people, and people who were pretending 
they were not afraid-of such stuff are football 
addicts made. 

It was quite warm despite falling barometers 
and the tinkle of breaking windows, a nd one un
dergraduate ca used no remark by walking from 
his eating club to the ga me in a shirt and shorts, 
barefooted , with a huge bath towel draped around 
his neck to absorb the ra in . 

All of the major sports and other even ts of the 
area are broadcast over six radio stations: WTTM, 
WBUD, WTOA, and WAAT in Trenton; WHWH 
and WPRB in Princeton. There are no television 
stations in the County, which is a "good reception 
area," but the average viewer, with access to both 
New York and Phil adelphia, has some twelve 
channels to choose from. 

Wh at with the full schedule of eve nts main
tained by school s, coll eges, churches, a nd clubs, 
if anybody in Mercer County is bored, it is his 
own fault. ■ ■ ■ 

Trenton Co11111ry Club 



MERCER COUNTY 
TOMORROW 
■ The greatest resource of any area is, of course, 
the human resource - the people who live in it. 
The people who populate Mercer County are all 
important to it for what they produce in ideas, in 
technological and scient ific advance, in literature, 
in the arts, in industria l progress, in business enter
prise, in private and public construction. 

To utili ze its resources in human capabilities, 
Mercer County has 439 industrial firms which re
quire a vast array of skills and knowledge. It has a 
grea t number of research and development firms 
which use the ingenuity and skills of an army of 
super-trained specialists in every kind of endeavor 
known to man. To keep this populace safe, clean, 
comfortable - to minimi ze the possible growth of 
sl ums - every municipality in the County is on 
the alert. 

Each of Mercer County's thirteen townships and 
municipalities has a pl anning board and a zoni ng 
boa rd, providing each of them with a master plan 
embrac ing almost all elements of future develop
ment. Some of them have worked out their master 
pl ans under the direct guidance of the County 
Engineer. East Windsor, Hamilton, Ewing, Wash
ington, and especially Lawrence Township work 
closely under him. Other municipalities consult 
with him but have engaged outside profess ional 
people to draw up their blueprints for the future . 
Among these are Princeton. Pennington. and 
Hopewe11 Boroughs. Pennington Borough and 
the Borough and Township of Hopewell are 
also considering formulation of a joint plan for 
development. 

Some prominent County citizens foresee an up
springing and blending together of municipalities 
in the lovely and still rural Hopewell Valley, which 
contains all three of those communities. They 
point out that just as Trenton and Princeton , espe
cially Trenton and its immediate neighbors, no 
longer separated by extensive rural areas, grad
ually blend together, so will the small communities 
in the northwest section of the County grow bigger 
and eventually become one. They ask where, then , 
will the farms, the Green Acres, the open spaces 
be? And they answer by emphasizing the increased 
importance of planning ahead. 

Many residents of the wide sweep of the Hope
well Valley realize, they say, that when Interstate 
Highway 295 is built. no matter whether it goes 
east or west of the Reading Railroad line, the 
whole section will be opened up to large-flow 

traffic. This highway, connecting Maine and Flor
ida, will simply scoop up Titusville, Woodsville, 
the Borough of Hopewell, Blawenburg, and the 
whole center of the Hopewell Valley in its path 
which, including its approaches, will be much 
more than a mile wide. 

Good planning can make this drastic transition 
in such a way as to conserve as much as possible 
of the beauty of the region and its farms. This is 
equally true and desirable in the more industrial 
area to the west. So it is to be hoped that the 
people will insist on carrying out the master plans 
of all the communities in their County. 

WATER AS A RESOURCE 
Next to its people, Mercer County's greatest 

resource may be sa id to be its water. The work in 
conserving both soil and water being done by the 
Stony Brook-Millstone Watersheds Association has 
been mentioned in Mercer County Today. 

In addition to construction of the scheduled 
new conservation dams and lakes. the goals of the 
Association include regional planning studies, 
open space for urban areas, prevention of stream 
pollution , fish and wild-life management, and con
servation of woodland. 

The new Assunpink Watershed is intended 
principa1ly for flood control , to prevent the Assun
pink and its tributaries from spilling their valuable 
overflow into the Delaware and thence, unused, 
into the sea. This huge project has been fostered 
and encouraged by the Delaware River Basin 
Commission , an interstate agency. 

The Federal Government will pay for the con
struction of the dams, on condition the land is pro
vided by the local governments. Five sites have 
been selected in Monmouth County. The six in 
Mercer County include the largest, in West Wind
sor, which at normal level will cover two hundred 
acres with water. A ll these pools or lakes will be 
multi-purpose, that is, their function is not alone 
to store water. but also to serve as recreational 
areas. In West Windsor the County will set aside 
two thousand acres for community enjoyment, in 
addition to the lake. The average pool in the 
Watershed will be fifteen to twenty acres in ex
tent , with corresponding recreational areas. 

In the program of revitalizing the Trenton 
Marine Terminal there a re both water and people 
involved , a combination that should produce a 
big boost to the economy of the City and, through 
it , to the whole County. With the aid of the Fed
eral Government, the Terminal has again been 
made accessible to deep-draft ships as it was before 
the Second World War. Federal money also made 
possible the construction of a new 800-foot turning 
basin. If Trenton can induce industrial firms to 
build near the Terminal. where the new Interstate 
Highway 295 will facilitate transshipment of 
cargo, the City will have made a big step forward. 
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THE NEW BUILDING CODE 
Trenton wants new business and it has much to 

offer companies prospecting for new locations. lt 
is said that one of the causes of the delay in erec
tion of housing, although there are others, was an 
out-dated building code which made construction 
costs too high. It is further said that this code has 
prompted many firms to go elsewhere. With the 
support of the Greater Trenton Council , a private, 
non-profit organization that works closely with the 
Planning Commission, and with the encourage
ment of its mayor, Arthur Holland, a new building 
code was adopted in the spring of 1964. 

A director was brought from Newark to head 
the Trenton Housing Bureau and to enforce the 
law. Some elementary requirements like covers 
for garbage cans and screens in windows had not 
been enforced for a long time. These are impor
tant, if unspectacular, parts of urban renewal. 

The new code has been praised as an amalgam 
of the best codes in the country by many, includ
ing Dr. Robert Weaver, head of the Federal Hous
ing Administration. It permits use of proven mod
ern materials and methods of construction, thus 
reducing costs. Antiquated building codes, accord
ing to Architectural Forum, have made the con
struction business "America's biggest stagnant 
industry." 

The Greater Trenton Council embraces the City 
of Trenton, and the Townships of Hamilton, 
Ewing, and Lawrence. Its primary purpose is the 
injection of new and private money into the com
mercial bloodstream of the City. Restoration of 
the Marine Terminal and the various housing and 
shopping developments of the City's urban renewal 
program are all publicly financed. 

However, there is on the books a completed, 
approved plan for a huge shopping enterprise for 
Trenton which would be privately financed. It 
would cover the whole core of the City's business 
section on either side of a Mall, or walk-way. The 
Mall, forty-four feet wide, would be warmed in 
the winter and air conditioned in the summer. The 
Greater Trenton Council estimates that with con
struction costs made possible under the new build
ing code, the project would show a profit within 
a reasonable time to all concerned. 

City Council members point out that a like proj
ect in Rochester, New York, has been extremely 
successful. The merchants in the affected area have 
benefited from the increased competition, for busi
ness attracts business; and as more and better 
stores occupy the shopping center, more customers 
go there prepared to spend their money. The Coun
cil members also cite the Cherry Hill shopping 
center outside of Camden, where the Mall is so 
attractive that tourists drive there on Sundays, 
when the shops are closed, just to look in the 
windows and enjoy the displays of growing flowers. 
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The people who work most closely with the 
problems confronting Trenton, seat of Mercer 
County, are optimistic about the City's futu_re. Its 
mayor, Arthur Holland, has demo_nstrated his con
fidence in many ways, one of which was to move 
his family into a blighted area. The Mercer
Jackson section was a fashionable neighborhood 
a quarter of a century ago. Recently it has b~en 
marked for rehabilitation by the City Planning 
Commission. Mayor Holland and his wife have 
done their own private rehabilitating of an old, 
run-down house and in doing so have shown what 
others could accompli sh. ( For more on the Mer
cer-Jackson area, see Urban Renewal.) 

If, in the near future , Trenton comes back to 
full health along with its new, venture-capital 
transfusion, the whole of Mercer County will 
benefit from its additional vigor. 

BUILDINGS ARE NOT ALL 
While the body needs housing and business 

must prosper to pay the rent, the mind and spirit 
must be replenished in their own ways. 

There is a strong possibility that Trenton Junior 
College may be transformed into a community 
college. The County would participate in its sup
port, and those students who are residents of the 
County would pay only a nominal tuition. 

Mentioned only briefly in the section on Edu
cation , the Junior College is a fully accredited 
two-year institution. With some help from the 
County, the College would be able to expand its 
facilities, which are now so crowded that not only 
has the administration sometimes been forced to 
rent vacant stores for use as classrooms, but it has 
had to turn away many students for both day and 
evening sessions. Although the College is hardly 
twenty years old, its one building, in the heart of 
Trenton, was built in 1911. 

One aspect of College policy is unusual. Along 
with the usual run of students - bright, slow, and 
in-between-there are some who have flunked out 
of colleges in other areas or who have had too 
much financial pressure upon them to make a 
good showing. The administration believes that 
all such students deserve a second chance. After 
close, individual scrutiny, many candidates are 
admitted who would be turned away elsewhere or 
who would give up altogether in discouragement. 

The results have been heartening. Students re
spond favorably to being close to their own homes 
and to being allowed another try. Some have gone 
on to various branches of higher education, being 
graduated with honors, working for advanced 
degrees, or qualifying for post-graduate profes
sional training. 

Princeton looks to have its new public library, 
supported jointly by Borough and Township, 
ready for use early in 1966. The University, in 
addition to completion of the new home of the 
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Woodrow Wilson School in 1965, is erecting a 
new administration building and an Art Museum. 

Also in the Princeton area, the Princeton Coun
try Schools, the result of a merger between two 
old and well-established day schools, one for boys, 
now commencing its 40th year, and one for girls, 
beginning its 65th, will open the doors of its new 
institution for the fall session of 1965. 

PRO BONO PUBLICO 
Outside of Princeton, partly in Lawrence Town

ship and partly in Hopewell Township, a 98-acre 
estate has been given to the National Audubon 
Society by Professor and Mrs. Millard Meiss for 
a wild bird refuge and nature study center. 

In the few short months that the refuge has ex
isted, the Society has set in motion at least a 
limited schedule. Anyone can walk the trails of the 
refuge, named "Stony Ford Sanctuary," if he tele
phones for an appointment. Often there is a visit
ing naturalist there for a few weeks. He guides 
groups on nature walks and sometimes will show 
moving pictures of wild life inside the large and 
lovely house. The trails and woodlands have been 
cleared and new trails added. 

What used to be the swimming pool has been 
a llowed to fill with algae, plus frogs and toads and 
their attendant insects. This is a laboratory for the 
study of fresh water biology. A tributary stream, 
which empties into Stony Brook, both of which 
flow through the property, will probably be 
dammed to provide a pool for water fowl in pas
sage or in residence. 

All the appropriate State and local agencies, 
such as Conservation, Fish and Game, and others 
are contributing their guidance to this project. 

Another private benefaction for public enjoy
ment is the Herrontown Woods on Herrontown 
Road just east of Princeton Borough. 

This 90-acre tract was presented to Mercer 
County by Professor and Mrs . Oswald Veblen in 

1957, on condition that the whole area be kept in 
a wild state except for unobtrusive paths and that 
it be maintained as a "wilderness" for the benefit 
of the public. The preserve is the first_ of its kind 
belonging to Mercer County, and the gift has been 
praised by Secretary of the Interior, Stewart ~dall. 

Perhaps unique to Herrontown Woods 1s the 
fact that authority has been vested in a lay com
mittee appointed by the Mercer County Park Com
mission under its chairman, Richard Coffee, to 
work with the Commission. The Committee in 
turn, under the chairmanship of Mrs. ~ordon 
Knox has a board of consultants versed m geol
ogy, ~oil conservation, forestry, botany, or orni
thology, some of whom are also garden club 
members. 

During this summer of 1964 a crew of five 
husky young men have, directed by a landsca?e 
architect and an employee of the Park Commis
sion cleared away all dead wood not needed for 
the ;heltering of owls, woodpeckers, flying squir
rels, and the like. Future plans include construc
tion of a Nature Center to house educational 
programs. 

Thus we see that at the eastern and western sides 
of the Princeton area, we have two wild-life sanc
tuaries totaling almost two hundred acres, both of 
which are available to the nature lovers of the 
County. 
GREEN ACRES AND OPEN SPACE 

Most communities are eligible for seventy per 
cent of the cost of open space by applying for 
matching funds from the New Jersey Green Acres 
and Federal Housing and Home Finance Agency. 

The two Princetons, Township and Borough, 
have secured such funds for the addition of twenty
eight acres of land to the new Community Gar
dens, along U.S. Route 206. In Hopewell Town
ship, the Washington Crossing Park has been 
enlarged by seventy-eight acres under the Green 
Acres program. 

"The New Look" skyline of Trenton 



In East Windsor Township, the developers of 
a I 0-acre tract known as Wyn brook Garden s have 
just held a public preview of their community. 
There are eleven buildings in the colonial style. 
They have been laid out so th at there is plenty of 
open space for the enjoyment of the ten ants, wi th 
garden courts, a swimming pool , and a running 
brook . 

Also about to rise in East Windsor Township is 
the "cluster town" referred to in the section on 
Housing. This community is a big one, compris
ing 45 3 acres, constructed on the concept that a 
whole town - apartment houses, homes, stores, 
churches, service areas-can be pl anned to cluster 
together in rel ated a reas, leav ing a great deal of 
open space for pa rkland s and playgrounds. In 
fact , the pa rks, described as " linea r," will occupy 
twenty-eight per cent of the tota l acreage. The 
Township has given tentative approval of the 
venture. and construction is soon to start. 

Princeton U niversity's many new buildings a re 
filling up the "open space" on the campus. T o re
tain , if not open space, at least breathing space, 
the administration has long known that in time all 
cars would have to be forbidden the campus. The 
undergraduates, except for those few who require 

The New Jersey Srate H ouse from the Delaware R iver 
showing (JrO[)osed new b11ildi11g to ho11se offices of the 
Governor and the Legislature. The mall would be 
created by demolition of [!Ort ions of the rear wings 
of rhe exisring Sta te House. ({Jhotogra[)hed from model) 

them for various college jobs, have no t been a l
lowed cars on campu for many years. Still , the 
parki ng problem has become more acute . The 
faculty , outside users of the library, people goi ng 
to the chapel , visit ing pa rents, and s ightseers all 
have had to inch their way in and out. 

This fa ll the smallest struct ures to be erected 
as part o f the Un iversity building program are 
ready. These are three or four round control posts, 
one at each entrance, fo r campus policemen, 
whose job it is to see th a t no cars get by. Other 
areas have been set aside fo r parking. 

CULTURAL OPPORTUNITIES 
As some a reas of the County are agricultural 

centers a nd othe rs flex thei r industri a l muscles, 
Princeton, mainly beca use of the Un iversi ty a t its 
solar plexus, draws people from a ll over the Coun
ty and from fart her afie ld to its cultu ra l events. 

F ive series of lec tures a t the University never 
fail to att ract la rge audiences: The Witherspoon 
Lectures, named for an ea rl y president of the Col
lege of New Jersey, and sponso red by the Under
grad uate Council in the fa ll a nd spring; the three 
Vauxum Lectures on scientific subjects; the W alter 
E. Edge Lectures, endowed by the former gov
ernor, which a re conce rned with inte rn at ion a l 
affairs ; the three Spencer Trask Lect ures on lit er
at ure; and the Stafford Little Lectures on publi c 
affairs. This las t se ries was inaugura ted in I 899 by 



Grover Cleveland, the 22nd and 24th President of 
the United States. He conducted them every year 
thereafter until his death in Princeton in 1908. 

All of these lectures have a history of eminent 
speakers . 

Besides the University's company of profes
sional actors at its McCarter Theater, mentioned 
in the section Princeton Borough, McCarter also 
has two series of musical events each year, as well 
as single concerts and dramatic performances. 
Among the musicians are the Philadelphia and 
Cleveland Orchestras, the Juilliard Quartet, the 
Pro Musica Renaissance Band, Nathan Milstein 
and William Warfield. 

The Beaux Arts Trio will appear in December 
and the Philadelphia String Quartet in March. 

Of more local groups there are: the Princeton 
Opera Company, part professional, part amateur, 
which has given successful performances in New 
York, Trenton , and Philadelphia. Nicholas Har
sanyi maintains professional standards in the 
Princeton and the Trenton Symphony Orchestras . 
He conducts both groups . The Princeton Chamber 
Orchestra and the New Jersey Chamber Orches
tra are manned by professional players. 

The Westminster Choir College in Princeton 
has an impressive schedule for the coming year. 
The choir will sing Beethoven's Ninth Symphony 
with Leonard Bernstein at a concert given by the 
State Department for the United Nations in Wash
ington , D.C. with the Washington National Or
chestra. The choir will repeat the memorable con
cert of Princeton's Tercentenary Festival of Music, 
at which they sang the Verdi Requiem under Eu
~ene Ormandy. There will be two performances, 
m New York at Lincoln Center and in Philadel
phia at the Academy of Arts. 

The choir will sing the Mahler Second with 
Leopold Stokowski in New York and at the Brook
lyn Academy of Music. A memorial concert to 
John F. Kennedy will be given in New York when 
the choir will sing the Mozart Requiem under Her
man Scherchen . The last item on this remarkable 
list is a concert in New York of the Beethoven 
Ninth under Herbert van Karajan. 

On a slightly different level, there is the Hope
well Valley Chorus, some of whose members come 
from a considerable distance to sing once a week. 
The Mercer County Chorus numbers about 120 
singers . In Princeton the amateur music groups 
~re many. There are two study clubs of singers and 
instrumentalists; there is a municipal band that 
performs on the lawn in front of Nassau Hall on 
summer evenings; and there are the Musical Ama
teurs, who meet one evening a month except in the 
summer to read at sight some masterpiece of 
choral music. They give no performances, and they 
have members from as far away as New York. 

The following is by Honorable Frank J. Black, 
member of Mercer County Board of Freeholders 
and Director of the Industrial Commission. 

A LOOK AHEAD 
"Predicting the future can be a risky practice 

- whether it applies to the weather, elections, the 
stock market, or growth and development of a 
community. 

"Looking back just twenty to twenty-five years 
in the past we note the amazing succession of 
major events that shaped the present - the biggest 
war of all times, the subsequent 'population explo
sion,' nuclear power, manned space flights and 
automation, to mention the most spectacular items. 
Who can really foretell what events lie ahead? 

"We can, however, take a close look at the 
things going on around us today, project them 
into the future, and get a fairly reliable picture of 
their impact on the Mercer County of tomorrow. 
There is a solid basis for expecting continuing 
sound expansion and progress . Of course, there 
are some 'ifs' tied to this conclusion. 

POPULATION 
"Mercer County's population increase during 

the fifties - less than sixteen per cent - was not 
large compared to growth rates at the national 
and state level, and in most other New Jersey 
counties. 

"Sighting beyond Mercer's borders to neighbor
ing counties on both sides of the Delaware we see 
clearly outlined trends toward a rapid spurt in 
population in the not too distant future. The 
spread of population from 'core' areas of both 
New York City and Philadelphia into outlying 
communities is moving in toward us rapidly from 
both directions. Neighboring Bucks, Burlington 
Middlesex and Somerset Counties experienced tre
mendous surges in population in the last two dec
ades. That Mercer County will feel the impact of 
this spread is clearly indicated in plans in Mercer 
County for vast new housing development on land 
that a few years ago was primarily devoted to 
potato farming. 

"At present less than one-third of Mercer 
County's area is classified as 'urban ,' with more 
than two-thirds still 'rural.' This doesn't mean 
that population will triple, however, because pres
ent planning and zoning policies favor a more open 
use of land than in the older built-up sections. 
While exact timing is difficult to estimate there is 
no doubt that Mercer County will be completely 
urbanized by the close of this century. One ex
pert's projection ~hows an increase of 45 percent 
to 387,534 by 1990. Another indicates that pop
ulation will double by the year 2000. 

"In fact those who have studied regional trends 
forecast that Mercer County is already becoming 
part of a vast 'super-city' or urban complex, ex
tending from Boston southward to Washington . 
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'·Population growth will be the pace-setter for 
virtually all other aspects of future development. 
Residential , commercial , industri al, c~ltural and 
government facilities will of necess ity be at
tuned to the needs and demands of a much greater 
population. 

HOMES 
"From J 956 to 1961 about I 0,000 new dwellin_g 

units were built in Mercer County. This trend 1s 
continuing. Growth has been mainly in areas th at 
were formerly vacant land. Greatest ga 111s have 
been in Hamilton , Ewing, Lawrence, Princeton, 
and Hopewell Townships. Futur_e gains will prob
ably extend to East and West W_111dsor, and Wash
inoton Townships. Builders indicate that they are 
pr;pared to continue and even accelerate the rate 
of home construction . 

"By far the greater number of new homes h~ve 
been single dwellings, in sharp contrast to hous111 g 
in much of the older areas of the county. Now 
there is a marked tendency toward multi-family 
dwellings, with both 'high-rise' and 'garden' apart
ment complexes favored. Two age groups - those 
between 20 and 24, and those 55 and older, 
have indicated a decided preference for apartment 
living. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH 
'Traditionally Mercer County has been a major 

center of manufacturing. Over the years the type 
and size of plants have changed, and these changes 
will continue in the future. New methods of mate
rials handling and in transportation requirements 
will result in location shifts. Multi-storied factories 
making intensive use of land are being replaced 
by one or two-story complexes surrounded by 
acreage. Increased use of motor vehicles requires 
sites on or near major transportation arteries. This 
favors selection of sites in outlying areas in pref
erence to the older, built-up sections. 

"Mercer County has gained an important new 
kind of 'industry' in the influx of research and 
development laboratories and many more are ex
pected as the search for new technology advan~es. 
This in turn becomes a generator of production 
plants for newly created products. Mercer County 
has special advantages, also, for large-company 
administrative headquarters, distribution centers, 
and facilities closely tied to service industries such 
as printing and publishing. 

"Development of Mercer County's waterfront 
will provide a natural location for growth of 
'heavy goods' industries - making use of raw 
materials shipped in by water, and producing 
goods to be sent to overseas markets. This will help 
provide balance for our industrial base. 

"Commercial development has followed the 
spread of population to outlying areas, with the 
construction of large shopping centers throughout 

148 

the count y. While there is reason to assume t~at 
this trend will continue in the future, along w_ith 
the opening of branch banks and other service 
enterpr ises, the trend wi ll be temp~red b1 revital
izing and rebuild ing shopp111g facilities Ill center 
ci ty areas. 

COMMUN ITY FACILITIES 
"Transportat ion wi ll be a major fac tor in Mercer 

Cou nty's future. Interstate freeways and state ex
pressways will cross and cri ss-cross the county. 
Plans already on the drawing boards_ will greatly 
improve and spur safe , speedy vehicular traffic 
moving across and about the co unty. 

"Air transportation wi ll con tinue to grow. Mer
cer County Airport has already proved its value, 
with fli ght volume growi ng at a geometric rate. 
Added install ations a nd improvements at the air
port and the attraction of more and more air-o~i
ented tenants will st imulate even greater ga111s 111 

air travel , with corresponding benefits to economic 
expansion . 

"Waterborne commerce made poss ible by deep
ening of the Delaware chann~I , and e~tablishme!1t 
of a bi-state system of ports will be a vital facto r Ill 
continued growth of commerce and mdustry, 
especially in view of the growing importance of 
international trade. 

"Utilities also will be extended to serve every 
corner of t'he c~unty. Private utility companies 
have indicated that they will supply electric and 
gas to keep pace with residential and business 
growth . Movements already under way contem
plate new service areas for both water supply and 
sewage disposal. 

EDUCATIONAL AND 
CULTURAL FACILITIES 

"One sharp contrast between past and future 
growth of Mercer County is the increasingly 
greater role of planning and development. State, 
county and municipal agencies have been gather
ing detailed statistics, keeping a close check ~n 
trends, and planning in advance for needed facil
ities. Emphasis is given to gracious living as well 
as to economic gains. 

"An important aspect of present planning is to 
set aside ample land for 'open space' for future 
years-parks, recreation centers, water-based pur
suits, conservation and wild-life areas, and so on . 
Federal, state, county and local funds are being 
pooled to bring these plans to fruition. 

"Both public and private school facilities are 
expanding rapidly to keep pace with increase? 
enrollments. This is equally true of Princeton Um
versity and Rider College. Comprehensive plans 
for a county community college are in response 
to urgent need for expanded two-year college 
programs. 



"As the seat of Sta te Government and a site of 
histor ic fa me, Trenton will be increasingly impor
tant as a cultu ra l center - with projects such as 
the new State cultural and civic center now un
der construction near the State House. Princeton 
is fam ous for its varied cultural activities and will 
become increasingly so with its growth as a center 
of resea rch and development. 

COMMUN ITY TEAMWORK 
"Growth and progress are in store for Mercer 

County' Much more pl anning, and much more 
community tea mwork wi ll be req uired to rea li ze 
maxi mum benefits. Mercer County has the ma in 
elements of a bright future. Leade rship, foresight, 
and persi tent effort will pl ay a dominan t part in 
rea li zing our full poten ti als." 

SUMMATION 
From all of the foregoing , we see that Mercer 

County is a good place in which to li ve and work. 
Furthermore, it is clea r th at in the nea r future 
it will be an even better place for both. as more of 
its potentialities a re reali zed through enterprise 
coupled wit h carefu l pl anning, and its few fau lts 
disappea r or a re minimized. 

Here's to Mercer Count y' 

BARTOLI NI'S 
A TRENTON LANDMARK SINCE 1933 

Restaurant-Bar-Package Store 
Italian Cuisine 

••• 
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Adams Rental & Sales 
422 Centre Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Fred F. Agans Co. _ 
All Kinds of Floor Coverings, 
333 Hamilton Avenue , Trenton . N.J. 

American Decorators, Inc. 
15 Coates Street , Trenton , N.J, 

Amtico Flooring Division 
American Biltrite Rubber Co ., Inc. 
3 Assunpink Street. Trenton, N.J. 

Atlas Welding Co. 
1000 E. State Street , Trenton , N .J. 

Bachman Realty Corporation 
156 W, State Street , Trenton , N.J. 

Bain Inc. 
2304 Madison Avenue, Trenton , N.J. 

Bishop Alfred L. Banyard 
Bishop of Diocese of New Jersey 
808 W. State Street , Trenton , N .J, 

Barney's Carpark 
120 S. Montgomery Street, 
Trenton, N.J . 

Dr. R. G. Barry 
908 West State Street , Trenton, N.J. 

Bencivengo Plumbing & Heating 
Co. Inc. 

235 Colonial Avenue , Trenton, N.J . 

Berman Leasing Co. 
620 Pear Street, Trenton, N,J. 

Biter's Transfer Co., Inc. 
1800 N. Olden Avenue, Trenton , N.J. 

Dr. & Mrs. Samuel Blaugrund 
833 West State Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Brauninger News Co. 
Hillside & New York Avenues, 
Trenton, N.J. 

Mr. & Mrs. Chester J. Buzzelli 
1237 Hamilton Avenue. Trenton, N.J. 

Carabelli Beverage Co. 
324 Stokes Avenue, Trenton. N.J. 

R. E. Carroll, Inc. 
1570 N. Olden Avenue, Trenton , N.J. 

Cedar Garden Restaurant, Inc. 
Highway # 33, Mercerville, N.J. 

Checker Stores, Inc. 
108 E. Hanover Street, Trenton, N .J. 

Clarksville Motel-Swifts Colonial 
Diner 

Brunswick Pike, Princeton , N.J . 

Dr. James J. Colavita 
523 Latona Avenue, Trenton, N .J. 

Coleman Buick Co., Inc. 
1060 Spruce Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Courtesy Answering Service 
244 E. Hanover Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Courtesy of A Friend 

Dr. W. E. Crane 
974 S. Broad Street, Trenton, N.J . 

Crecco's Bar & Restaurant 
273 Morris Avenue, Trenton. N.J. 

Del Rio Restaurant 
1961 Hamilton Avenue, Trenton, N.J . 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F. Deodata 
915 Adeline Street, Trenton, N.J. 
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Doryann Sportswear, Inc . 
380 Grand Street , Trenton. N.J. 

Dr. James A. Durso 
335 Hamilton Avenue, Trento n, N.J. 

Eagle Tavern, George Sutch, Glenn 
Titus 

515 S. Broad Street , Trenton , N.J. 

Dr. & Mrs. W. R. Edwards 
2426 Nottingham Way . Trenton, N.J. 

Dr. Elmer J. Elias 
474 Greenwood Avenue , Trenton , N.J. 

Etcetera Card Shop 
Lawrence Shopping Center, 
Trenton , N.J. 

Ewing Carpet Shop 
1665 N . Olden Avenue, Trenton , N.J. 

500 Club 
500 Hudson Street , Trenton , N .J. 

Dr. & Mrs. Paul L. Fabian 
520 Princeton Avenue , Trenton , N.J. 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Farfalla 
203 N. Broad Street, Trenton, N .J. 

Farrell, Mount & Volk 
Dan Volk, President , Seiberlin g Ti res, 
51 Pashley Avenue , Trenton, N.J . 

Fashion-Ette Beauty Salon 
116 W. Hanover Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Jerry A. Festa, Insurance 
1328 Brunswick Avenue, 
Trenton , N.J. 

Hermann Fink & Sons, Florists 
767 Brunswick Avenue, Trenton , N .J. 

Foy's Drug Store 
3024 S. Broad Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Barton F. Francis 
2235 Nottingham Way, Trenton, N.J. 

Fred & Pete's Delicatessen 
Route 33, Mercerville, N.J. 

A Friend 
Friendly Tavern 

133 E. Front Street, Trenton , N.J. 

G & C Auto Body 
Charles & George Gaudotti, 
241 Hamilton Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

Frances & Benjamin Gerofsky 
214½ S. Broad Street. Trenton, N.J. 

Gervan Oil Co. 
39 Conrad Street, Trenton, N.J . 

Dr. Floyd D. Gindhart 
1213 Hamilton Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

John Joseph Giordano, D.D.S. 
225 Hamilton Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

Giordano Waste Material Company 
526 New York Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

Glenburnie Inc. 
2617 Nottingham Way, Trenton, N.J. 

Glenk's Mansion Restaurant & 
Grille 

Fieldsboro, N.J. 

Griffith Electric Supply Co. 
5 Second Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Harbourt Air Freight Service 
Box 1, West Trenton, N.J. 

Heath Automobile Body Inc. 
332-4th Street, Trenton, N.J . 

Holland Brothers 
33 W. Stat e St reet . Trenton , N .J. 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Horan 
432 Hamilton Avenue , Trenton, N.J . 

Hotel, Motel, Bar, Restaurant & 
Cafeteria Employees Union, Local 
No. 741, AFL-CIO 

124 N. Warren Street . Trenton , N .J. 

Hourglass Cleaners 
Lawrence Shopping Center, 
Trenton , N.J. 

Huber's Bakery, Wedding & 
Birthday Cakes 

120 5 S. Broad Stre et , Trenton, N .J . 

Hudson Garden Restaurant 
41 9 Hudson Street , Trento n. N .J, 

J. C. Vending Machines, Inc. 
947 Southard Street , Trenton , N .J . 

Jaeger's Sales & Supplies Inc. 
Dover & Robbins Avenue , 
Trenton, N.J. 

Keats Ford 
1751 N. Olden Avenue , Trenton. N .J. 

Kelsey, Kelsey & Perlman 
28 West State Street, Trenton, N ,J. 

Dr. & Mrs. Paul Klempner 
637 Greenwood Avenue, Trenton, N .J. 

Kueker-Haney Paint Co. 
1237 E. State Street, Trenton, N.J . 

Kwik Kate Automatic Coffee 
Service, Inc. 

304 E. Canal Street, Trenton, N .J. 

Leverence Radio & TV 
Color Specialist 

2238 Nottingham Way, Trenton, N .J , 

Levin Candy & Tobacco Co. 
1081 S. Clinton Avenue, Trenton, N .J . 

Dr. Irvin Levy 
383 W. State Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Pete Lorenzo's Cafe 
66 S. Clinton Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

Lorraines Coffee Shop 
122 E. Front Street, Trenton , N.J. 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph S. Loth 
208 Sanhican Drive, Trenton, N.J. 

Louis' Hairstyling 
111 S. Montgomery Street, 
Trenton, N.J. 

Mal's Auto Wrecking 
1689 Pennington Road, Trenton, N.J. 

Manco Quality Foods 
28 Scotch Road, Trenton, N.J. 

Marcus Optical Laboratory 
205 - 4th Street, Trenton, N .J. 

Dr, John Marinkas, Chiropractor 
2072 S. Broad Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Martindell Molding Co. 
N. Olden Avenue & 6th Street, 
Trenton, N.J . 



Maruca's Tomato Pies 
119 S. Olden Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

Russ Marx Restaurant & Grille 
2 Elmwood Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

Dr. Frank Matyjasik 
518 Centre Street. Trenton, N.J. 

Max's Auto Parts • Louis Bernocchi 
1511 Calhoun Street , Trenton, N.J. 

Dr. Raymond A. McCormack 
Dr. Samual J. Lloyd 
Dr. William H. Coleman 

433 Bellevue Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

Clement A. Modestini , D.D.S. 
28 Reed Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

A. Jerome Moore 
Broad St . Bank Bldg ., Trenton, NJ. 

Herbert F. Moore, Attorney 
247 E. Front Street, Trenton. N.J. 

Moore Laboratories 
136 Mercer Street, 
Hami lton Square, N.J. 

Murphy & McDermott Trucking Co. 
101 Hart Avenue , Trenton, N,J. 

Myers Bros. Coal & Fuel Oil Co. 
272 N. Clinton Avenue, Trenton , N.J. 

Nate's Inn 
979 Lalor Street , Trenton , N.J. 

Dr. B. H. Olbrys 
2381 S. Broad Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Old Borough Savings & Loan 
Association 

858 S. Broad Street. Trenton , N.J. 

Original Roto-Rooter Sewer Service 
2631 Nottingham Way, 
Mercerville, N .J. 

Parfait House 
411 Highway 33, 

Hamilton Square, N.J. 

Park Refrigeration & Electric 
Service 

1806 Orchard Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

Parkside Inn 
Bordentown Road, Bordentown, N.J. 

The Pate Sales Co. 
2064 Lawrenceville Road, 
Lawrencevi lle, N.J. 

Penn Arcade 
89 S. Clinton Avenue, Trenton, N.J, 

Dr. Joseph Petranto 
316 Hami lton Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

Plumeri Ice Service Co. 
51 Tucker Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Dr. & Mrs. Stanley E. Potkay 
301 Cent re Street. Trenton, N.J, 

Prior Typewriter Company 
232 E. State Street, Trenton, N.J . 

Dr. & Mrs. Frank Rathauser 
920 W. State Street, Trenton , N.J. 

Ready Appliance Co.
Philco & Admiral Products 

509 Perry Street , Trenton, N.J. 

Dr. W. N. Reed 
697 Pennington Avenue. Trenton. N .J. 

Reedhead Bros. Builders 
153 1 N. Olden Aven ue Ext., 
Trenton, N.J. 

Richardson Realty 
1337 State Highway 33 , 
Trenton , N.J. 

Ritchie & Page Distributing Co. 
292 Third Street, Trenton , N.J. 

Dr. Irvin Roitman, Dentist 
1194 Pen nington Road, Trenton, N.J. 

Romeo & Juliet 
Ingham & Calhoun Street , 
Trenton, N.J. 

Royal Liquor Distributors, Inc. 
Alvin M. Hutch inson , 
Raymond A. Hutchinson, 
1900 Genesee Street. Trenton , N.J. 

Dr. & Mrs. John A. Sakson, Ill 
667 Chambers Street , Trenton, N.J . 

Mr. & Mrs. Leo V. Salamandra 
900 Chestnut Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

F. Santin i & Son 
604 Whittaker Avenue, Trenton , N.J. 

Sargiotto Grocery 
145 Bayard St reet, Trenton, N.J. 

Dr. & Mrs. Walter G. Sawchak 
626 West State Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Leon M. Schlicher 
143 E. State Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Dr. & Mrs. A. J . Schwager 
156 W. State Street, Trenton, N.J . 

Schwitzgaebele Coal Co. 
403 Pennington Avenue, 
Trenton, N.J. 

Security National Bank 
Brunswick & Olden Avenues, 
Trenton , N.J. 

Shenandoah Silica Co., Inc. 
190 W. State Street, Trenton . N.J. 

Mr. Carl Shipper 
100 Ward Avenue, Trenton. N.J . 

Siegle Brothers, Inc. 
28 N. Stockton Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Dr. Percy L. Smith 
447 Bellevue Avenue. Trenton, N.J. 

State Sales Office Equipment 
1331 Chambers Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Dr. & Mrs. Daniel A. Stout, D.C. 
532 S. Olden Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

Switlik Parachute Co., Inc. 
1325 E. State Street. Trenton, N.J. 

Tab Electric Supply Co. 
447 S. Broad Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Trent Motel, Rose Kaplan 
2006 Brunswick Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

Trenton Malt Beverage Co. 
Parker Avenue. Trenton. N.J. 

Trenton Polish American 
Democratic Club 

1102 N. Olden Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

Trenton Saving Fund Society 
123 E. State Street. Trenton , N.J. 

Eugene T. Urbaniak 
28 West State Street. Trenton, N.;. 

Dr. Marta Vol Tretter 
501 W. State Street, Trenton, N.J . 

Dr. Edward L. Waldron 
225 Beechwood Avenue, Trenton, N.J. 

Wilkes & Rickard 
135 Boudinot Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Dr. Herbert M. Wolff 
942 W. State Street, Trenton, N.J. 

Yardville Pharmacy 
4248 S. Broad Street. Yardville, N.J. 

Young's Rubber Corp. 
Enterprise Avenue, Trenton. N.J. 

Armored Motor Service Corporation 

1320 New Willow St reet 
Trenton, New Jersey 

Kaye-Tex Manufacturing Corporation 
4407 South Broad Street 

Yardville, New Jersey 

International Brotherhood of Operative Potters 
Affiliated with AFL-CIO-CLC 

1949 Hamilton Avenue 
Trenton, New Jersey 

Wyrough & Loser 
2 Brunswick Circ le Extension 

Trenton . New Jersey 
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