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HON. JOHN HART-

A SIGNER OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE



I ROM the moment the first streak of light announced

the break of day until the last spark of the last Roman

candle died out, it was a "Glorious Fourth." Early in

the morning citizens began their decoration. Flags and

floral decorations everywhere announced ihe general

and hearty celebration of our Nation's birthday.

Everybody, from the small boy with his pack of firecrackers to the

old man who cared more for the literary part of the day's celebration,

felt the pulse of the nation's life, was touched with the glory of her

sacred history and complacent of her future destiny.

All day long people from a distance and from the surrounding

neighborhood poured into the old historic town, on wheels, on trains,

and in carriages to join in the celebration of the day which made our

national existence not only a possibility, but a fact. The celebration of

Independence day in 1865 and the celebration of 1876 were indeed nota

ble, but that of 189(5, while not perhaps more grand, was peculiarly

appropriate, and deserves well to be mentioned as one of the three great

Fourth of July celebrations that Hopewell has witnessed.

The celebration of 1865 was significant because of the fact that the

great struggle for the union of the states was over, and the additional

fact that the Hart monument was dedicated at that time. The celebra

tion of 1876 was important because it marked the centennial anniver

sary of our country's birth. The celebration this year was of interest

because of the honor paid to the illustrious Joab Houghton. He was

the central figure of veneration and thought, and not unjustly. It is

just one hundred years since the great patriot was laid to rest in the old

church yard of the First Baptist Church. This great hero, and the

invaluable service which he rendered his country were remembered only

by a few who made his life a study. The very, grave in which he lies

buried would have been unmarked and unknown were it not for the

fact that some years ago Samuel H. Stout, Esq:, perhaps the only living

person who knew the exact spot, pointed it out to our venerable towns

man, Joseph Moore Phillips. And we are indebted also to Mr. Phillips

for the knowledge of the location of- the famous stone slab on which

Col. Houghton made his memorable address on receiving the news of

the battle of Lexington

On July 4th, 1886, Mr. Phillips succeeded in raising enough money

by subscription to erect a tombstone to Houghton's memory. The

inscription thereon is as follows:

"Erected by the Citizens of Hopewell, July 4, 1886, in memory of

Col. Joab Houghton^ a true patriot in the Revolutionary War, after

which he was a member of the State Legislature from Hunterdon County,

aho a member of the First Baptist Church, and died at an advanced arie

in *1796."

,. *A few days ago the date 1795 was changed to 17%, An error was made iu the- original Inscription

. (X Ralph Ege IK taken as authority for this.

* iT^ DEC-7I9IO" ^J^c-o.i



At this time another tombstone was erected to the memory of

Revolutionary soldiers who lie buried in the same graveyard. The

inscription is as follows:

u/w .Memoriam. This stone was erected July 4th, 1886- to mark the

resting place of soldiers of the Revolution, whose heroic deeds should not

be forgotten by succeeding generations."

The speakers on this occasion were Elder Win. J. Purington and

Henry C. LaRue.

Much honor is due Joseph M. Phillips, Esq., for the steps he has

taken to perpetuate the memory of Col. Houghton. It was he who-

first conceived the idea of bringing to light the historic stone on which

Houghton made his speech and honoring it with a conspicuous place,

along the side of the John Hart monument. This stone was used for

many years as a stone for mounting horses in front of the old church.

It is a remarkable stone, as Mr. Ege said in his address, because from it the

first call for volunteers was made in the State. It remains in its original

condition and serves as a capstone to the patriot's monument. The

inscription on the slab placed on the front side of the monument is as

follows:

"Sunday, April 23, 1775, news of the battle of Lexington reached

*-\ Hopewell while the-people were worshipping in the First Baptist Church.

.ft1 At the close, Joab Houghton, standing on this block inspired the men

^ f!icith love of Liberty and a desire for Independence, In closing he said:

fi ''Men of New Jersey, the Red Coats are murdering our brethren of New

T England! Whofollows me to Boston?' Every man answered '// "

, A very graphic description of this event is found in the memoirs of

\ Spencer H. Cone.

At two o'clock the people began to gather in great numbers at the

, First Baptist Church, on the east side of which a platform had been

erected for the literary exercises of the day. Promptly at 2.30 p. m.

the program was opened with music by Farr's band from Princeton.

Prayer was offered by Elder F. A. Chick. Mr. Ralph Ege, who was the

master of ceremonies, then made a short but interesting introductory

speech. Mr. C. A. Skillman, of Lambertville, read the Declaration of

Independence in a clear and impressive tone. Jacob Weart, Esq., of

Jersey City, who has been a diligent investigator of local history for

many years, favored the people with a splendid historical address, in

which he brought to light many interesting and important facts.

George Lansing Raymond, LL. D., of Princeton College, made the

closing address of the day. He spoke of our Revolution and of its

effects upon the civil, political, intellectual and moral life of America.

He brought out in striking contrast the difference between our national

life and manners and those of Europe. Dr. Raymond is an orator in

the truest sense of the word. His oration was a model of forensic elo

quence and characterized by profoundness of thought, the beauty and

aptness of its figures, and clearness of expression.

fcfc.. J.



After the literary exercises were finished the guests of the occasion

retired to VanFleet's hotel, where dinner was served. It was a remark

able gathering. Among the guests were Mr. John Hart, great grand

son, and Mrs. Deborah Scudder Davis, great granddaughter of John

Hart; Mrs. Rebecca Day, great great granddaughter of John Hart and a

descendant on her father's side of Betsy Ross, the originator of the

present American flag. Mr. Joseph H. Moore, of Glen Moore, exhibited

an.interesting relic in the shape of a deed executed by John Hart and

Deborah, his wife, and Daniel Hart to Jonathan, Peter and Isaac

Wikoff, for the property now occupied by Mr. Moore, known formerly

as Moore's Mills. The indenture bears the date of July 4, 1766, ten

years before the Declaration of Independence. It is written beautifully

on parchment and is perfectly legible.

In the evening a grand pyrotechnic display took place m front of

the lower hotel, and on the lawn opposite the upper hotel the band gave

an open air concert.

The celebration was a grand success in every particular and will

long be remembered by all those who had the pleasure of witnessing

the same.



ADDRESS BY HR. RALPH EGE.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Ftilo'£ Citizens of HopeweU :

As we are to-day assembled on this

historic "spot to celebrate the one hun

dred and twentieth anniversary of the

Nation's birth, there is inspiration in

the thought that we stand under the

shadow of the sacred edifice which oc

cupies the site of the old Hopewell

meeting house of colonial fame, in

which John Hart, Joab Houghton and

their compatriots worshipped.

Around this venerable pile cluster so

many hallowed associations of the time

which "tried men's souls," and of a

noble and illustrious ancestry who had

the courage of their convictions and

who dared to die in the cause of free

dom that their children and their

children's children might enjoy the

inestimable blessings of civil and

religious liberty. There is inspira

tion in the thought that we are

gathered around the granite shaft

erected to the memory of John Hart,

one of the signers of that immortal

document that gave our Republic be--

ing and a name and place in the great

family of nations.

As we are to-day, my friends, gath

ered around this sacred spot, may we

with heads bowed and hearts over

flowing with love and gratitnde ''honor

the patriot's grave," and the memory

of one of the nation's most illustrious

heroes.

There is inspiration in the thought

that on the 23rd and 24th day of June,

1778, the hill just north of Hart avenue

and the rising ground south and west

of the borough were covered with the

tents of the continental army, and the

street in front of us was filled with sol

diers marching and countermarching.

on their way to and from the picket line

on yonder mountain.

On the morning of June 24 the fa

mous council of war was held at the

headquarters of General Washington

on the site of the present residence of

Spencer Weart. This noted event was

the beginning of the end of the great

conflict, as it is an historical fact that

the decision of that council did as much

toward deciding the fate of American

liberties and shaping the destinies of

the nation as any event of that event

ful period. The scene has been immor

talized by a tablet on the battle monu

ment at Freehold, and a suitable me

morial should be erected on the spot

where it occurred, as it was an event

of most momentous import, at a time

when the fate of American- liberties

trembled in the balance. The following

distinguished generals were present at

that council: Washington, Lee, Ster

ling, Greene, LaFayette, Stuben, Kuox,

Poor, Wayne, Woodford, Patterson,

Scott and Dupoueeau. What a roll of

honor! "A baker's do/en" of the most

distinguished guests that old Hopewell

ever had the honor of entertaining. To

day as we are gathered around the his

toric relic that has been so long neg

lected and almost forgotten, let us for a

moment picture to our mind's eye the

impressive scene of which it is a memori

al. The old hero, Joab Houghton, stood

that Sabbath morning the centre and

inspiration of the band of patriots who

rallied around him, awaiting to hear

the startling news pf the outbreak of

hostilities between the colonists and

their prond and haughty oppressors.

In closing he made the first appeal
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ever heard in this valley (and we be

lieve the first in this State) for volun

teers to defend their country's honor,

and to throw off the "galling yoke of

British tyranny."

The voice that rang out on the still

ness of that quiet Sabbath has been

hushed for a century. The hearts that

thrilled in quick response to his patri

otic appeal, and were so eager to

avenge the death of their "brethren in

New England," have long since ceased

to beat.

The relic before us is all that remains

to remind us of the impressive scene of

which it was the silent witness; and

this we have honored with a conspic

uous position beside the monument of

our most illustrious hero.

Future generations as well as the

present will regard this stone as the

venerable memorial of one of old Hope-

well's most noted events, and so long

as it shall endure it will be an "object

lesson" and a constant reminder of a

noble patriot whose memory a grateful

nation delights to honor. If this

memorial, around which we rally

to-day shall serve to awaken and

arouse a spirit of patriotism, a "love

for country and native land" in the

breasts of generations yet unborn, if it

shall serve to revive and keep alive the

.spirit of '70 in the hearts of those who

shall gaze upon it in the far distaut

future, then its influence for good will

have just begun. We regard it with

profouud respect, akin to reverence,

because of the fact of its having fur

nished firm and substantial aid and

support to the cause of liberty and

freedom in the past, and if, as such, it

shall prove an inspiration to patriots in

the future, then it will not be in vain

that we have rescued it from the oblivion

to which it had been consigned, and

elevated to its present honored position.

It is eminently fitting and proper that

imposing and enduring memorials

should be erected to perpetuate the

memory of notable events and the

places of their occurrences, and this is

especially true of our nation's founders

and brave defenders; and it isareproach

to the nation to-day that so many of

their last resting places are uuhonored

and unknown. They purchased the

freedom of our great Republic at a fear

ful sacrifice, and their names and deeds

should be engraved in the enduring

granite that their memory might der

seend to the latest posterity, all cov

ered with imperishable glory. Those

noble men had unbounded faith in the

future possibilities of the Republic, but

living at a time when all their best ener

gies were devoted to achieving her inde

pendence and laying the foundation

for her future greatness and prosperity

they had but little opportunity for de

veloping her magnificent resources.

This they left to the generations who

came after them, and although they

had such faith in her future, they

could never in their wildest fancies

have imagined the tremendous rush of

events which have crowded themselves

into the closing years of the 19th cen

tury, or at a single bound, as it were,

she should place herself in the front

rank, and lead the nations in their

grand march of civilization, enterprise

and progress. To-day this great people

pause in their busy and bustling career

to honor the national holiday. The

busy marts of trade are closed; the

noisy wheels and engines of our great

mills and factories are hushed; the

implements of industry are laid aside,

and the day is ushered in by the ring

ing of bells and the booming of cannon.

The soul-stirring strains of martial

music are heard, and the noise of the

fife and drum announces the fact that
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this great Yankee nation is holding

high carnival over its birthday anni

versary. The old uniforms are brought

'out and carefully brushed. The old

rifle is brought down from its hiding

place in the garret and scoured up. The

boys fall in line for dress parade, and

as "Old Glory" is unfurled to the breeze

their enthusiasm is unbounded and the

glad shouts are heard resounding over

the hilltops and reechoing through the

valleys from Maine to Florida. As the

sun mounts to the zenith the shout is

taken up, State by State in succession,

and rolls over plain and moun

tain until long after we, of the Atlan

tic States, have been wrapped in slum

ber, it dies away on the far distant

shores of the Pacific.

What a country is this! Before the

twilight has faded from the shores of

Alaska, the rosy dawn begins to gild the

mountain tops of New England. Tell

it abroad! Announce it to the World!

Proclaim it among the nations that the

tottering thrones and crumbling em

pires of the Old World may know that

"Brother Jonathan" is having a day off,

and when he undertakes a thing,

whether it be to enforce the Monroe

doctrine, settle a boundary dispute,

twist the tail of the British Lion or

celebrate his birthday, he never does

anything by halves. "He goes the

whole figure." He knows he -has the

greatest country the sun ever shone

upon, and the grandest government

that the wisdom of man has ever

devised, and he is bound to make

noise enough over it to let the world

know that he knows he knows it.



HR. JACOB WEART'S ADDRESS.

Mr. Vlntirman. La/lien ami Gentlemen :

Standing as I do, upon one of the

most historic spots iu the State of Xew

Jersey, I would be recreant to the trust

reposed in me, and ungrateful to the

place of my nativity, if I did not speak

to yon of history, and recall to your

recollection, the valor, patriotism, and

virtues of the early settlers of this col

ony. Again, your invitation requested

that my address should be historical, a

gentle reminder that on this occasion

you did not come to listen to sounding

brass and a tinkling symbol.

Here in this beautiful valley, studded

on either side by gentle rising hills cov

ered with a luxurious growth of forest

and verdure, in 170-i, Hopewell was

settled by Jonathan Stout, who came

from Monmouth county, and three

other families. Jonathan was a de

scendant of Richard Stout and Penelope

Van Princes—the latter being the most

remarkable woman who has ever lived

in the State of Xew Jersey.

Penelope was born at Amsterdam, in

Holland, 1602. She, with her husband,

immigrated to this country to settle in

New Amsterdam—now New York.

The vessel was stranded at Sandy Hook,

and Penelope and her husband en

countered the Indians in the New Jer

sey forest, who killed the two—as they

supposed — and scalped them; but

Penelope survived her wounds, was af

terwards cared for by the Indians and

cured, and taken by them to Xew York,

where she married Richard Stout, an

Englishman, in 1624, she being then in

her 22d year, and he being 40 years of

age. They moved to Middletown in

Monmouth county where they had

ten children—seven sous and three

daughters. Penelope lived to be one

hundred and ten years old, and history

records that at the time of her death

her offspring had multiplied to 502 in

88 years; so you will see that she lived

eight years after the settlement of

Hopewell by her sou Jonathan. I have

thus conspicuously referred to Peuelope

because she came from Holland, as I

desire to trace the impress made upon

this State by the Holland Dutch Char

acter, and also by the high dutch—as

they were called in early times, being

the immigrants from Germany.

The Holland character is in itself

unique—a model of virtue, frugality,

industry, highly religious, possessing a

broad liberalty, and withal a great love

of liberty. The Puritans went from

England toHolland, and from Hollaud

to America, and Plymouth Rock will

alw-ays stand as the spot where the

cradle of liberty was first rocked in

America.

In this address, and in connection

with the Holland impress upon the

people and institutions of this State, I

desire to group the two counties of

Hunterdon and Somerset. Iu Somer

set the Dutch element abounded, as

the immigrants from Holland settled

along the Raritau River and its

branches. One of the earliest and most

renowned families of the Dutch in Som

erset was the Frelinghuyseu family,

founded by a Dutch Minister of the

Gospel, and embracing amoug its mem

bers clergymen, generals, scholars, law

yers and statesmen; this family, in

connection with the Stocktons, who

were a Somerset family—of English

descent—were the two most remark
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able families of the State. The Freling-

huysen family has furnished three

United States Senators: General Fred

erick Frelinghuysen in 1793, Theodore

Frelinghuysen in 1829, and Frederick

T. Frelinghuyseu in 1867. The Stock

ton family has also furnished three

United States Senators—Richard Stock

ton in 1796, Com. Robert F. Stockton

in 1851, and John P. Stockton in 1866,

and for a full term in 1871. To this

list of native Somerset men we must

add Samuel L. Southard and William

L. Dayton, both from Baskingridge,

and John McPhersou Bemer, born at

Rocky Hill, who represented the State

of Georgia in the United States Senate

off and on for a period of twenty-five

years, thus making nine United States

Senators, natives of Somerset county.

Outside of the small states of Rhode

Island and Delaware, I do not believe

that there is another county in the

United States with such a record.

For the office of Vice President of the

United States Somerset county has

furnished three candidates—Richard

Stockton in 1820, Theodore Freyliug-

huysen in 1844, aud William L. Day

ton in 1856, and Samuel L. Southard

became the acting Vice President in

1841 by the death of President Harri

son, when Vice President Taylor be

came President and Southard was

elected by the Senate.

Gov: Peter D. Vroom, of Holland

Dutch descent, was a native of Somer

set, and as lawyer, Congressman,

Chancellor and diplomat has made as

profound an impression upon the in

stitutions of this State as any man that

has lived among us. Vroom and South

ard were two Somerset Governors.

Somerset county has also produced

four Chancellors — Vroorn, Southard,

Zabriskieand Ruuyou. It is necessary

to say that Chancellor Zabriskie was

born in New York State, but was taken

to Millstone before he was two years

old, and was raised and educated there

and always claimed to be a Somerset

man. To mention the Holland Dutch

families of Somerset and Hunterdou

counties would be to make a census

list of the two counties, a subject quite

foreign to the subject of this address.

In passing I desire to say that I am

very proud of being a descendant of

Penelope through my grandmother,

Susan Stout, and of the Dutch blood

of the Garrison family through my

mother, Sarah Garrison, and of the

German blood ofHellemus Werche who

settled at Wertsville in Huuterdou

county in 1733, and was the progeni

tor of the Weart family of Huuterdon

and Mercer counties.

Besides the Dutch families hereto

fore mentioned some of the most con

spicuous of the Dutch and German

families I mention the Voorhees, Vre-

denburghs, Smocks, Fischers, Gar-

retsons, Garrisons, Wyckoffs, Van

Fleets, Cortelyou, Van Liew, Vau

Dorens, Hagemans, etc.

I have tried to trace the family of

Joab Houghton (whose history and ca

reer is to be taken up later) unless in

the compounding and changing of

names which went on constantly

among the early settlers, he belonged

to the Holland family of Van Houten,

and the Van was dropped and the

name changed to Houghtou. I find in

the history of families as traced by

Ralph Voorhees of Somerset county,

the following: "On both sides of the

Indian path settlements must have

commenced as early as 1703, when John

Van Houten, Tunis Quick and Dollies

Hageman of Ten Mile Run, Frederick

Van Liew, Jacob and Abram Bennett

aud others of Three Mile Run, signed

a subscription for the purpose of calling
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a minister from Holland to supply the

congregation of Three Mile Run."

This subscription for this Holland

minister in 1703 is the earliest trace

that I can find of the name of Van

Houteu, and when we remember that

Ten Mile Run is within ten or twelve

miles of Hopewell I think that we may

safely say that the name of Houghtoii

came from that of Van Houteu,, and

Col. JoabHoughtou came from this Hol

land family; at all events I will assume

this to be a fact until the contrary ap

pears.

In tracing the early history of Hope-

well, I find that the courts of Hunter-

don County were alternately held at

Madenhead (now Lawrenceville) and

Hopewell from 1714 to 1719, being held

at Madenhead in June and December,

and at Hopewell in March and Septem

ber. In 1719 the Courts were removed

to Trenton, and held there until 1785,

when the courts were removed to Flem-

ington, and the first court house for

Hunterdon county, was built at Flem-

ington in 1791. Mercer county was

partly formed out of Hunterdon county

in 1838, and Hopewell, which was

formerly in Hunterdon county, became

a part of Mercer county, and so con

tinues at the present time, and the

history of Hopewell is traced through

the counties of Hunterdou and Mercer.

The earliest organization of Hope-

well and distinctive of itself was the

Baptist church formed 1715 at the house

of Jonathan Stout, one of the first set

tlers of Hopewell, and of the fifteen

persons forming the Church, nine were

Stouts, and until the building of the

meeting house at Hopewell in 1747 the

meetings were mainly held in the

houses of the Stouts for a period of

thirty-two years. This Baptist Church

was the leading Baptist Church in

America during the Colonial period,

and was ministered to by the Rev. Isaac

Eaton, A. M., the most learned and

formost Baptist Minister at the time.

It was here in Hopewell, 1756, that the

Baptist denomination founded a school

for the education of pious young men

for the ministry, and Isaac Eaton pre

sided over that school, and some of the

great men of the nation received their

education and training here, under

Eatou. The names of some of these

distinguished men are known. ' James

Manning, that celebrated divine and

scholar, (who succeeded Eaton, and

became the President of Rhode Island

College), now Brown University; Rev.

Hezekiah Smith, the Baptist ministers

Skillman and Blackwell; also Rev.

John Qeno, who was the pastor of the

First Baptist Church of New York City

for many years. Among the laymen

was Benjamin Howell, afterwards a

United States Senator from Rhode

Island.

Here in Hopewell lived that distin

guished beuefactress, Elizabeth Hobbs,

who gave £850 ($1,750) for the educa

tion of pious young men for the minis

try. This was supposed at the time to

be the largest legacy left by anyone for

this purpose in the Baptist denomina

tion. Isaac Eaton and John Hart, the

signer of the Declaration of Indepen

dence, were her executors, and they

aided out of this fund, Charles Thomp

son, who graduated in the first class of

Rhode Island College. Hopewell lost

this school and this Baptist College be

cause a charter could not be procured

from the State. A charter was pro

cured from the State of Rhode Island,

and the school went to Rhode Island,

and Eaton's school closed in 1767.

I desire here to call attention to the

two colleges of New Jersey, and the

classical 'school at Baskingridge in

Somerset county. The college of New
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Jersey (known as Princeton) was chart

ered in 1746, and was started in Eliza-

bethtown in 1747, removed to Newark

in 1748, where it remained until 1756,

when it removed to Princeton, where

it has remained ever since and the

name has now changed to Princeton

University.

This college was started by the Pres

byterian Church and has always been

distinctively Presbyterian .

Queen's College of New Jersey was

chartered by his excellency, William

Frauklyn, Governor of New Jersey,

November 10, 1766, but there being some

question about the charter, a second

charter was obtained in 1770, and the

college went into operation at New

Brunswick in 1771. It was an out

growth of the Holland Dutch senti

ment, to educate men for the Church

and State; and was under the patron

age of the General Synod of the Re

formed Protestant Dutch Church in

America. During the Revolutionary

war the British took possession of

New Brunswick, burned the college

building and scattered the professors

and stndents. This college was sus

pended in its operation about half the

time from 1771 to 1825, when it was put

upon a solid basis, and Philip Milledol-

lar, D. D., LL. D., became its president.

Col. Henry Rutgers, a Revolutiouary

patriot, having given five thousand

dollars toward its endowment, the

name in 1825 was changed from Queens

to Rutgers College.

It is a remarkable coincident that at

about the same time that the Baptists

founded their school at Hopewell the

Presbyterian Church founded a similar

classical school at Baskiiigridge in Som

erset county, which was presided over

by the Rev. Samuel Kennedy, who

was installed as the pastor of the Pres

byterian Church at that place in 1751.

The date of the opening of the school

I cannot give, but It was closed by the

death of Kennedy in 1787, and opened

again by the Rev. Robert Finley, D.D.,

in 1795 and presided over by him un

til 1817, when Dr. Finley resigned to

accept the presidency of Georgia Uni

versity. This school became very fam

ous under Dr. Finley. Here four of

New Jersey's great men received their

early training—Samuel L. Southard,

William L. Dayton, Theodore Freling-

huysen and Commodore Robert F.

Stockton. Among others in this school

were Dr. Philip Lindsley, president of

the University of Nashville, Tenn ; Rev-

Nathaniel S. Prime, D. D.; Rev. Al

fred Ely, D. D.; Hon. Joseph R. Inger-

soll, Hon. George Chambers, Hon.

Thomas H. Crawford, Rev. Jacob Kirk-

patrick, D. D., who was so much be

loved by the people of Huuterdou coun

ty and many others.

I have sketched the history of the

two colleges and two classical schools

all located within a radius of twenty

miles from Hopewell, taking the Hope-

well school as the center. The college

at Princeton, Eaton's school at Hope-

well, and Kennedy's school at Bask-

ingridge were all founded almost sim

ultaneously, while Rutgers College fol

lowed soon after.

You will see that education and cul

ture fostered the spirit of liberty, and

they became twin brothers in elevating

the race of man, and creating a free

church and a free State and Nation.

In the closing days of the mouth of

April in 1775, and upon a Sabbath

morning, the news that the battle of

Lexington had been fought on the 19th

of April reached Hopewell during the

hour of divine service. The services in

the meeting house having closed, and

the congregation having been dismissed,

Col. JoabH-oughtou mounted the great
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stone block ill front of the meeting

house, used by ladies in mounting their

horses, and called upon the people to

assemble. He told them of the news

from Boston, how the Red Coats were

shooting down their brothers, and made

this exclamation:

"Who will follow me to Boston?"

Col. Houghton entered the army,

served all through the Revolutionary

war, and was evidently the first volun

teer soldier from the State of New Jer

sey in the war of the revolution.

We have assembled here to-day to

celebrate this event, to erect and pre

serve the stone upon which the feet of

Col. Houghton stood, to tell the pres

ent and rising generations of his valor,

patriotism and virtues, and forever af

ter as long as this Republic stands, and

men love liberty and independence, to

see that his sacred memory shall not

perish from the face of the earth, and

that his grave shall be kept green, and

that we shall hereafter on each suc

ceeding Decoration Day as the years

roll around, drop upon his grave the

opening bud and blooming flower, to

show forth our appreciation of the first

rally to arms as sounded by him in this

State, and of his perseverance in the

struggles of the army upon the field of

battle, and to rejoice that he lived to

see the victory won, independence

achieved, and a new nation established

which was to become one of the great

powers in the family of nations.

In this struggle for liberty and inde

pendence was his neighbor and friend,

John Hart, a native of Hopewell and

one of the signers of the Declaration of

Independence. The people of Hope-

well took care of the memory of Hart

when the State of New Jersey erected

here a monument to his memory in

1865, and Gov. Joel Parker delivered

011 that occasion a very able, instruc

tive and impressive oration upon the

life and character of John Hart, which

\ve so much prize and value.

History records that John Hart and

Houghton, statesman and soldier, went'

forward with their work hand in hand.

After the Declaration of Independence

on July 4, 1776, and the formation of a

State Constitution, a general election

was held in August, 1776, for members

of the General Assemblj-, and to this

General Assembly Hart and Houghton

were elected as members from Hunter-

don. Hart was at the time a member

of the Provincial Council, a member of

the Continental Congress, and now

elected a member of the General As

sembly. The house met at Princeton

on August 23, 177(5; Hart was unani

mously elected speaker, and Houghtou

was 011 the floor of the House. So we

see these two patriots—Houghton first

in arms, in 1775; Hart first in State, in

1778.

I regret that we know so little of Col.

Houghtou. Patrick Henry fired the

Southern heart in his declaration for

liberty when he said, "Give me liberty,

or give me death." At the same time

James Otis, in Massachusetts, stirred

all New England in his resistance to

the aggressions of the British Parlia

ment in taxing the colonies without

representation—and the fame of those

two men is as wide and as broad as the

nation. Who will say that the words

of Houghton, "Who will follow me to

Boston ?" does not entitle this soldier

and patriot to rank with Henry and

Otis upon the high plane of patriotism

upon which they stand ?

Joab Houghtou's daughter, Alice,

married Coiiaut Cone, and became the

mother of Spencer Houghtou Cone,

born in Somerset county, who was in

turn teacher, actor, soldier in the War

of 1812, editor, and finally became the
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most distinguished Baptist minister in

America in his time.

Dr. Cone, early in life took up a new

version of the King James version of

the scriptures; he was the pioneer in

this work, with almost the whole

church against him; but he finally

brought the church in America and

England to his standard. As the result

of his labor we have the new version of

the scriptures in England and America,

which has become the standard in the

churches of these two nations.

It is glory enough for one place to

claim such great men as Eaton, Hart,

Houghton and Cone, to say nothing of

Wilson G. Hunt, one of the merchant

princes of the world, and James W.

Marshall, the discoverer of gold in Cal

ifornia.

It is very remarkable to see how

Hopewell and its near surroundings

was the very hot-bed of patriotism in

the early days of the struggle for inde

pendence. Of the five signers of the

Declaration of Independence from the

State of New Jersey, four lived within

a radius of twenty miles from each

other: Two at Princeton, Stockton and

Witherspoon; Hart at Hopewell and

Hopkinson at Bordentown; the fifth,

Clark, resided at Elizabethtown.

I hope that I have been able to im

press upon you the importance of the

early Dutch and German character

which blended with the English,

Scotch, Welsh and French. Hugue

nots made up mainly that sturdy race

of men who bade defiance to kings and

potentates, and struck out boldly for

liberty and independence.

This intermingling of the European

races on the soil of New Jersey and

surrounding country, made its first

great impress in the encouragement of

education. I have spoken of this work

before the Revolution, and I desire to

call attention to the same as it has been

continued until the present day. I

have given the date of the charter of

the College of New Jersey, 1746; the

date of the charter of Queen's College,

1767; the opening of the classical school

at Hopewell in 1756, and the founding

of the school at Baskingridge by Ken

nedy at about the same time. The

classical school at Baskiugridge went

down after Dr. Finley left in 1817, but

the Rev. Isaac V. Brown, D. D., in

1810 opened a classical school at Law-

renceville, N. J. This school passed to

Rev. Samuel D. Hamil, D. D., in 1839,

as proprietor and principal, and became

very famous. It is under the patronage

of the Presbyterians. In 1839 the Meth

odist Church opened their classical

school at Pennington, which became a

seminary and female college in 1853,

with a right to confer the degree of

Mistress of English Literature. Eaton's

school closed at Hopewell in 1767, but

the seed sown here was not lost entirely.

In 1863 the New Jersey Baptist Con

vention resolved "That a committee be

appointed to take into consideration the

desirableness and propriety of making

arrangements immediately for estab

lishing a literary institution under the

patronage of our denomination in New

Jersey."

A charter was obtained in 1866, and

in 1868 the Peddie Institute was started

at Hightstown, in this county. The

school was enlarged to admit of young

ladies, and a new charter granted in

1879 with the right to confer the degree

of Bachelor of Philosophy. Four of

the great churches of this nation have

planted their colleges and classical

schools within the radius of twenty

miles from Hopewell. It has been of

great interest to me to trace out the

early impress made by the first settlers

of the counties of Somerset and Hun
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terdon upon education, and I found it

so interesting that I concluded to make

quite a full sketch of same in this ad

dress.

The campaign of 1778 opened upon a

very broad and important field. In

the spring of that year Lord Howe was

in command of the British fleet in the

Delaware, and Sir Henry Clinton was

in command of British army encamped

in Philadelphia, and Washington was

with the American army encamped at

Valley Forge. France had decided to

send a squadron under command of

Count D.'Estaiug, consisting of twelve

ships of the line, and four large

frigates to blockade the British fleet in

the Delaware. The British at home

learned of this movement, and im

mediately sent a vessel of war ordering

the evacuation of the Delaware by the

fleet, and of Philadelphia by the army.

Events crowded upon each other at

this time in rapid succession. Sir

Henry Clintju evacuated Philadelphia

on the 18th of June, and Washington

broke camp at Valley Forge on the

19th, sending Gen. Arnold with an at

tachment to occupy Philadelphia.

Washington moved with the main

army towards the Delaware river and

crossed on June 21st, at Coryells Ferry,

now Lambertville, and marched direct

ly to Hopewell, making his head

quarters at what is now known as the

Weart Homestead, and took with him

General Lafayette; General Lee had

his headquarters at the house of David

Stout nearby. A council of war was

held at Washington's headquarters on

June 24th, and on June 25th General

Lafayette was sent with a detachment

to join the force under General Scott,

to harass the march of Clinton through

New Jersey, while Washington moved

with the whole army by the way of

Bocky Hill and Kingston, and the

battle of Monmouth was fought at

Freehold on June 28th, which resulted

disastrously to the British and greatly

revived and strengthened the drooping

cause of the Americans. Count

D'Estaing arrived with the French

Squadron in the Delaware on July 8th

and Lord Howe had escaped with the

British fleet only a few days before, and

sailed for New York, and transported

Clinton's shattered army from Sandy

Hook to New York. The Americans

ever afterwards held Philadelphia; and

the State of New Jersey from that time

forward had practical repose.

All this history has become house

hold words at Hopewell and needs only

this brief sketch from me.

On the middle of June at Valley

Forge, Washington had 3,000 soldiers

on his sick list, and some of

these passed from life unto death while

the army was encamped here, and I

desire now to publicly commend the

services of your townsman, Joseph

Moore Phillips, who raised by subscrip

tion money enough to erect a stone to

mark the spot where these revolution

ary soldiers who died in camp here were

buried.

But the patriotism, love of country

and virtue which abounded so eminent

ly in Hopewell at the time of the re

volution did not die out at the time of

the close of that struggle. Seed sown

so deep and broad was to take root and

again blossom and bloom if occasion

should occur to call it forth, and in the

whirligig of time that occasion oc

curred, in the slaveholders' rebellion

against the Government of the United

States in 1861, and the attempt to dis

solve the glorious Union of the States,

which the struggles of the revolution

had cemented together. This was the

occasion which called it forth; and

again a native sou of Hopewell was the
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first volunteer soldier in the State for

the suppression of the rebellion, as

Houghton had been in the war of the

revolution.

James Manners Weart, born at

Hopewell, June 3, 1889, a descendant of

Penelope on his paternal side, a descen

dant of the Douglass family ofScotland

on his maternal side, and of German,

English, Dutch and Welsh stock, as

the blood was mixed by intermarriage,

was in April, IS'H, a student at Law in

Jersey City, and 011 the 13th of Auril,

1S61, headed a roll of volunteers i^j/ilgit

place, which made him the first volun

teer soldier in the State for the suppres

sion of the rebellion. On this occasion

his brother, George Washington Weart,

also volunteered, and svhen they came

out to Hopewell to take leave of their

father and mother before leaving for the

war, the men of Hopewell met them

at Washington's headquarters. It was

expected that Mrs. Sarah Weart would

reluctantly give up two of her sous to

go to the war, but all anxiety on that

score was soon relieved, when she said

to her sons, "Go; if I was a man I

would follow you to the war," so what

might have been a sorrow at parting

was turned into joy, that volunteers

were actually going forward for the

preservation of the Union.

The men of Hopewell village pro

cured a large flag, and on this occasion

erected a flag pole at Washington's

headquarters, which overlooks the

Hopewell Valley, and Spencer Stout

Weart, the father of the two volunteers,

and who resided at t he headquarters, was

to hoist this flag on all great and deci

sive occasions during the war, which

he always did during the period of the

struggle and until the Union was re

stored.

Sarah Weart, the mother of the two

volunteers- threw her whole heart and

soul into the struggle. She organized

a Ladies' Aid Society with the object of

collecting and sending supplies to

Hopewell soldiers in the field. She

became president of this society, and

all the ladies of the neighborhood joined

her in the good work, and many boxes

were packed and sent by this society to

the front. It is always a gratification

to me, 011 my visits to Hopewell in

June, to find on this lady's grave a

flag and some withered flowers- prob

ably placed there by some hand that

had, on the battlefield or in camp,

opened one of these Hopewell boxes

and distributed its contents to his fel-.

low-soldiers, and who held her in re

membrance when decorating the graves

of his comrades on Decoration Day.

Citizens of Hopewell, do you appre

ciate the precious heritage which you

possess ? Do you realize that you daily

tread the most historic spot in this

noble State—so full of history and so

renowned for learning and culture?

Do you fully appreciate that it is your

duty to trace out this noble history, to

learn all about the ancestry of the noble

men and women who have bequeathed

to you these precious legacies? And

ascertain, if possible, whether Hart led

and others followed, or whether Col.

Houghtou from the horse block lit the

torch which inflamed the whole neigh

borhood, and whether he led and Hart

and others followed. You should find

out whether the John Van Hontou who

headed the subscription in 1703 to bring

from Holland an educated minister

was the progenitor of the Houghtou of

Hopewell, or whether he sprang from

some other source. I need not say that

you are already prond of this history,

and are becoming very jealous of the

same. Yon cite with pride the fact

that the first dollar expended by the

State of New Jersey to permanently
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perpetuate the memory of any of her

patriots or soldiers, was put into the

Hart monument here. The battle mon

uments at Freehold and Trenton fol

lowed on a grand scale, and the work

so nobly commenced here is going for

ward with rapidity. You have also

established here a Post of the Grand

Army of the Republic, and named it

•James M. Weart Post after the first

volunteer, and this day's exercises will

stimulate you to still greater efforts to

trace out those lines of descent and

nationalities from whom your families

have sprung.

I have outlined enough in this ad

dress to stimulate your historical desires

for research in many directions, and

especially to find out to which of the

European races you are most indebted

for all that which you prize so highly

in history and material prosperity. In

this research you will find that from

the English you derived the most in

the mechanic arts, material prosperity

and the general affairs of life; from the

Germans, high culture, intellectually

and musically, as the Germans lead the

world in letters and music; from the

Holland Dutch, Christian piety, love of

liberty, great industry and integrity,

and high art in painting and decora

tion; from the French, that polished

culture in society, high art in almost

every branch of art, and in general

eni!./hteumeut, which makes them the

leaders of fashion and culture.

If I have said anything on this occa

sion which will stimulate this desire, I

shall feel well repaid for this effort, as

I always hold in grateful recollection

your past history, and cherish the fact

that it fell to my lot to have been born

in Washington's headquarters, and to

have been reared and educated in this

historic place.



GEORGE LANSING RAYMOND'S ADDRESS.

Mr. President and Fellow Citizens :

That revolution, as we call it, which,

one hundred and twenty years ago, our

forefathers succeeded in producing,

might better, perhaps; be termed an

evolution. Ours was not merely like

one of those previous movements of the

same name in European govern

ments in which one turn of the wheel

of fortune brought one party up to be

succeeded by another turn that sent it

down again. It was not merely like

one of those revolutions of our globe, in

which it passes at morning from dark

ness to light, only to pass at evening

from light back to darkness again. It

was more like one of those convulsions

in nature in which one phase of life

permanently disappears to give place

to another—like that which happens

when the volcano shakes and throws

aside forms existing on the surface of

the globe, and pours through and above

them the glowing life of that which

has always before been kept below. It

was a movement placing elements of

society—the masses of the people—that

had formerly been hidden from sight

or attracted little attention, where they

might become the chief objects of at

tention.

In looking at anything distinctively

American—in tracing out, for instance,

the history among us of any political,

intellectual, social or religious move

ment—one finds, literally, the masses

of the people on the surface claiming

and receiving the first consideration.

On the contrary, in most of the nations

of the Old World, at the time of our

declaration of independence, one would

have found certain ruling or privileged

classes on the surface claiming and re

ceiving the first consideration. In some

countries they received the only con

sideration. A few years ago in Egypt,

when their ruler, the Khedive, decided

to undertake any public measure,

whether to make war or only to con

struct a railway or canal, that decision,

originating with himself or his advisers,

ended all discussion. Forthwith, gangs

of soldiers were ordered into the nearest

villages to levy taxes and draft men for

the work. Not infrequently, without

an hour's warning, and at the dictation

of some almost irresponsible and dom

ineering officer, fathers, husbands and

brothers were taken thus to be kept

away from their homes throughout

their lives. Sir John Bowring, in his

autobiography, tells of a scene that he

witnessed, several years ago, in Cairo.

A man was brought before a tribunal

accused of burglary. The court was

filled at once with men shouting "Let

him be hanged !" and the jndge, with

out further delay, decided to have him

hanged. After he had given the order

for the execution, the official turned to

his foreign visitor and asked how such

cases would be treated in England.

"Probably the criminal, after a trial

had proved him guilty, would be trans

ported to a distant colony," was an

swered. "And at what cost ?" inquired

thejndge; and when a probable amount

had been named, "What is the cost in

your country," he asked, "of a rope?"

When he had been told, "You must be

great fools !" he said. But in our coun

try, ladies and gentlemen, you know

that the court would supply a criminal

like this with free lodgings and a law

yer, jury and, possibly, a jndge, some
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of whom might not be above the suspi

cion of desiring to secure his services—

one more vote—at some approaching

political contest. You see, in our coun

try the individual law-breaker would

be protected. The party could not

afford to hang him. The more fools

we, perhaps. Just think how it would

brace up the backbone arid stiffen the

neck of a man, when tempted, if he

could say with truth, as he could have

done in the good old times, "I'll be

hanged if I do it."

When we turn from the Orient to the

more civilized nations of Europe, we

find that, in the degree in which the

people have become intelligent, the

government is obliged, in order to

maintain its authority, to pay more

attention to their rights and wishes.

But yet, in many places, the theory

underlying administration continues to

foe the same, namely, that all public

movements must start from above, with

the crown or its ministers. The first

public expression ventured in Russia-

no one else would have dared to breathe

it—with reference to the emancipation

of the serfs, was uttered by the Em

peror himself, in a speech to the nobles

of Moscow in 1856, in which he told

them that the existing manner of pos

sessing serfs could not remain un

changed. Even in England to-day,

with few exceptions, it is only a ?nem-

ber of the noble or wealthy clr.sses who

can serve as an unsalaried legislator; it

is only a minister of the crown who is

expected to introduce into Parliament

measures of reform, and, after they

have been introduced, it is only a score

of men there, acknowledged to be lead

ers, who are allowed by the members,

as they hoot and scrape down all others,

to express on the floor their opinions of

these measures. As for the continent

outside of England, all through it, the

majority of such things as, in our coun

try, would be done instinctively by

individuals or by committees appointed

by collections of individuals, are done

by the government. If there needs to

be a new bridge, or sidewalk, or stage-

line; if efforts are demanded in behalf

of commerce or agriculture, the poor,

the inebriate, the ignorant, the im

moral, it is the government that is

expected to perceive this and to pro

vide whatever is necessary—commis

sions, asylums, hospitals, schools,

churches. It is the government that

pays the workmen, engineers, physi

cians, teachers and preachers, whom it

appoints to manage them. If they are

not managed well, it is the government,

not the individual, who is responsible

—why should he trouble himself even

to think about such things? Indeed,

in some countries, the government

seems intent upon moulding his char

acter so that he will not think—seri

ously, at least—about anything. What

else can result from forcing all the

young men, just at the age when their

mental natures are most susceptible to

its effects, through the machinery of

the army, where they are kept from one

to five years in a condition in which

they are expected on every occasion to

obey another's word of command, to

act mechanically without doing any

brain-work of their own ?

Now compare with these results those

that we rind in our own country. Here

the people are the real sovereigns. The

officials are called, and are, public ser

vants, put into their places to work for

their constituents, and removed if they

fail to do so; while all the conditions

of life are such as to stimulate and de

velop the influence of the man in pri

vate station. We all know—it is merely

an historical fact—how character, as

regards the power both of thinking and
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willing, is developed among those who

live where inhabitants are scattered,

difficulties many, and people are obliged

to take care of themselves and of one

another, as on treacherous sea-coasts,

in the wilds of the West or near unex

plored mountains. In our country we

have an elaborate organization of soci

ety, the effect of which is to produce

something similar— people who can

take care of themselves and of one

another. The very school-boys, swing

ing on the gates and mounted on the

fences to see the political procession

march by, feel that they themselves

constitute a very important factor of

the whole performance, which they

might improve, too, if they chose; and

every Sunday School girl, with more of

real wealth in her flashing eye, and of

beauty in her flushing cheek, than all

the gems or colors that ever made bril

liant the mitre or robe of the represent

ative of a State or church, is trained to

think that she has a commission direct

from heaven itself to move, like the

angel that she is, and, with her sweet

voice, call toward the house of God not

only father, mother, brother, but, in

every household where she finds her

self, those with inflaming passions and

consuming appetites, who need to be

snatched like brands from the burning.

Abroad, people grown up hardly know

enough to snatch their own goods from

their own houses when they are burn

ing. I was once in a fourth story in

Berlin, when the two lower stories, in

cluding the passage-way in which was

our staircase, were burned out. Of

course, like Americans, all of our own

party packed their trunks. The four

mature persons who constituted the

family with which we were staying,

though more disturbed, apparently,

than ourselves, did not touch finger to

an article. When asked "Why not?"

their answer was, "The police, the

police." It did not seem to occur to

them that anyone could pack or remove

their goods except the police. With us

the police would have been an after

thought, not expected to arrive till the

danger was over.

But it is not only the responsibilify

of our private citizen that it is import

ant to notice, but also his respectability.

You and I feel just as respectable as we

might, to-day, were we candidates for

office with all the opposition papers

printing caricatures of us. We feel so

largely because we have learned that,

when men occupy official position of

any kind, obligations to constituents

and to parties often trammel not only

their expressions, but even their opin

ions. It is often only the humble pri

vate citizen who can afford to be, in the

best sense, independent, to plan, speak

and do that which shall make him a

leader in thought and action. But in

our country what a leader he can be !

Every writer in our land knows that,

as in the case of Mrs. Stowe and Gree-

ley, the black line trailing behind his

pen may lead, has lead, many times in

many places, to public convulsions

more salutary, and sometimes not less

sanguinary, than could have followed

the line of powder trailed under the

Parliament House of England in the

slow match of Guy Faux. Every speak

er in our land knows that, if he have

the mind to conceive of a plan of re

form and the voice to plead for it, then,

like those first advocates of emancipa

tion, not one of whom ever held office,

crowned only by the sovereignty of

pure intellect, using only the weapons

of enlightened reason, he may move

triumphantly across the country—what

Emperor more so?—till, perhaps, mil

lions of resolute men march to war

behind him, millions of grateful slaves



28

spring into freedom before him, and all

things surrounding echo to his name—

which may still ring like an alarm to

aspiration in the future when all the

trappings that deck the mere official

position of his time shall have crum

bled into dust. Who cares now to hear

anything about President Pierce or

President Buchanan ? What heart fails

to be thrilled through and through to

listen to the story of Garrison or Phil

lips?

These opportunities for influence, too,

are afforded for the private citizen in

the direction of administrative affairs

not only, but in all directions. Our

mingling together as we do, in schools,

assemblies, churches, opening the doors

between different classes of society, and

allowing an easy circulation between

one and the other, is constantly

prompting those born in the lowliest

positions to strive to obtain recognition

in the highest circles, by conforming

their own lives to the highest standards

of manners and mentality. As a re

sult, most of them are prepared to

evince, amid all changing conditions of

outward circumstances, such a degree

of good taste and ready tact as to ren

der a native-born production on our

own soil of what in England is termed

a snob, a combination of servility and

pretentiousness, an impossibility. Why

even a New York boy has to be taken

to England and kept there a whole

year before he is inoculated sufficiently

to exhibit enough of angloruauia to

turn out a successful dude. Most oth

ers here are fitted in all the relations of

life to manifest a self-control and self-

respect that only he knows how to

value who is acquainted with the social

statistics of the lower orders of society

on the continent of Europe, or who has

noted the vulgar rioting of any ordi

nary English crowd who apparently

are unable to attend even a county fair

without having one or more fights with

the police while attempting to climb

over the fences.

And notice, gentlemen and ladies,

that the results upon private intelli

gence and character which I have

mentioned spring mainly from the the

ories underlying our political institu

tions. They are attributable to our re

publican government. Some such re

sults always are attributable to repub

lican government whenever it ex

ists. We ought never to forget

that the great intellectual periods

of ancient Greece and Rome, and of

Italy just before the Reformation, were

developed in generations trained up in

the Republics of those times, repub

lics not in the complete sense in which

ours is a Republic, but in the sense of

being governments submitting methods

of public administration to large num

bers of individuals composing each

community, who were thus stimulated

to think, choose and take sides. The

great intellectual movements that fol

lowed the Reformation in Germany,

England and France took place during

times in which individuals, if not liv

ing in actual Republics,were, neverthe

less, in the unsettled conditions of pub

lic affairs, stimulated precisely as they

would have been in Republics.to think,

choose and take sides. On the con

trary, the intellectual activity of Greece

closed soon after its people had yielded

to the sword of Alexander, that of

ancient Rome soon after it had bowed

to the crown of the Csesars, that of

Spain and Italy soon after it had knelt

to the thumb-screw of the Jesuit. Af

ter the first effects of the Reformation,

intellectual progress in Germany and

France was almost trampled out for a

time by the tread of invading armies

led by military despots; and that of the



iast century has continued, as many

think, largely because, amid spiritual

assumption often gathered in clouds so

dark above them that not one ray from

heaven seemed any longer visible, amid

material armaments crowding so thick

ly about them that often not one path

to progress seemed any longer unim

peded, the thinkers and toilers of the

Old World have, nevertheless, espied,

standing steadfast upon the shore on

this side of the Atlantic, a form which

the people of France—not I—have

deemed worthy of being represented in

the greatest statute of the age, Liberty

with her torch enlightening the world.

Enlightening the world, too, not only

politically but socially and religiously.

According to the theory prevalent in

the Old World, though it is not always

consistently carried out, we see the au

thorities in State and Church controll

ing, and, in order to keep control, re

pressing the energies of the people, who

are beneath them. All through Europe

this system extends into all the rela

tions of life. The German gentleman

thinks it not respectable for him to

carry in the street a package weighing

a pound. His wife and daughter on

each side of him may stagger along

bearing fifty times that weight. "My

God," said a German lady to me the

first time I went shopping with one,

"don't carry that in the street," and,

to avoid public quarrel, I had to let

her take home for me my own pur

chases. In the Orient, things are

worse. The small boys and girls in the

shops do the work that supports both

parents. If such a system of repression

dwarfs the growing body and mind,

what does it do for the soul that, look

ing up through those that represent

earthly authority, can conceive of no

authority in heaven that is not also

tyranical? What is a ruler or father

there but a being to be feared alone?

But, according to the theory prevail

ing in this New World, thought, too,

is not always consistently carried out,

the order of things just mentioned is

reversed. Here the authorities in State

and Church are beneath public* ser

vants, ministering to the people for the

organized purpose of stimulating them

to the greatest possibilities of free de

velopment. And this system, too, ex

tends in to all the relations oflife. Here

the strong man .bears the burdens of

the weaker woman and both parents

those of the weaker child, whose souls

looking up through those that repre

sent authority on earth, can hardly

conceive of a ruler or father in heaven

who is not a being to be loved.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is because,

notwithstanding much in the outward

aspects of our institutions which must

appear unsatisfactory, there are within

the husk, these seeds containing possi

bilities of harvest full of unlimited

promise for the world, that they are

worthy of our profoundest reverence

and most loyal devotion. There are

those who would actuate you to these

by dwelling on the fact that our terri

tory is extensive, our resources bound

less, our population ever on the in

crease. But all these things may be

affirmed with equal truth of the con

tinent of Asia.

There are those who would point you

with pride to the nations and families

from which our people trace their ori

gin. But we are of many races, and

the mists of the common ocean, through

which all have passed, as if to, be thus

baptised into our land's new life of

freedom, have washed away all that

rendered most attractive the older life

of aristocracy. Rather than any of

these things let us cherish those ideas,

some of which I have been trying to
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recall to you this afternoon; those ideas

vitalizing our institutions as the soul

the body, those ideas that, one hundred

and twenty years ago, in colonies

where time honored rights were being

wrested away, where lording bishops

were laying hands on independent

churches, and irresponsible soldiers

were trampling upon privileges granted

by royal charters and prerogatives ex

ercised by lawful assemblies, caused

those men of Lexington, whose action

so thrilled your forefathers in your old

meeting house here when they heard

of it, caused those eighty farmers of

Lexington in the face of eight hundred

English veterans who came against

them, to stand like a wall of blood be

tween the might of the sovereign and

the right of the subject; those ideas

which, eighty years later, when free

dom to develop all that is best in man

kind which had been obtained by the

many was being forcibly denied to the

few, hurled those trained to be the

champions of liberty in the North upon

those who had not learned all that

should have been learned by its benefi

ciaries in the South, as if Providence

had designed to pour both together into

the flaming caldron of conflict, in or

der, when the passion of war had

cooled, to show moulded from the ele

ments thus fused, a grander, wiser,

nobler man of the people. Fellow cit

izens, is it too much to say that to be

permitted to live with this man and for

this man is a privilege for which we

cannot be too thankful now; nor one

for which we can fail to hope and be

lieve that our children's children will

be thankful forever.
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