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Whereas

the inhabitants of the townships of Trenton,
Ewing, Lawrence, and Hopewell, in the county of Hun
terdon; of the township of Nottingham, in the county of
Burlington ; and of the townships of East Windsor and
West Windsor, in the county of Middlesex, have, by
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I. Be it enacted

A

Black,

ton

erected —therefore,

by the Council and General As
sembly of this State, and it is hereby enacted by the authority
of the same, That all those parts of the counties of Hunterdon, Burlington, and Middlesex,
contained within the
following boundaries, viz: beginning on the river Dela
ware, at the mouth of Crosswicks creek, and at the ex
treme western point of the division line between the town
ships of Nottingham and Chesterfield, in the county of
Burlington, and running thence up said creek, along the
middle of the same, and as the same runs its several
courses, to the boundary line of Monmouth county; , thence
northwestwardly along said line until it strikes the boun
dary line of the township of East Windsor, in the county
of Middlesex, which divides said township from the county
of Monmouth; thence running along said line between
East Windsor township and Monmouth county till it strikes
Rocky brook ; thence down the middle of said brook to
a new road leading to Milford ; thence along said road
Biggs'
thence'
land;
eastwardly to the westerly line of Louis
to the middle of Millstone
along said line northwardly
river ; thence down the said river, along the middle thereof,
the several courses of the same, to the line dividing the
counties of Somerset and Middlesex; thence southwestwardly along said dividing line to the, line of the county of

John

im

their respective petitions, set forth, that they are subject
to many inconveniences and burdens, by reason of their
great distance from the seats of justice in their respective
counties, and have prayed that a new county should be
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Hunterdon ; thence along the line dividing the counties of
Somerset and Hunterdon, to a point therein where the
same crosses the road called the Pennington road, leading
from the village of Rocky Hill to the village of Pennington ;
thence continuing along the middle of the said road, the va
rious courses thereof, to the Delaware river, at Titusville ;
thence down said river, the several courses, and including
the islands belonging to this state, to the place of begin
ning, be, and the same is hereby erected into a separate

county, to be called the county of Mercer; and said lines
shall hereafter be the division lines between the counties of
Hunterdon, Burlington, Middlesex, and Somerset, and the
and the county of Mercer, respecstate of Pennsylvania,
1tively.

II.

Jurisdiction,
rights, &c, of
the county of
Mercer.

Representation
in council and
assembly.

Division of
Mercer into
townships, and
boundaries
thereof.

Corporate
names of town-

Sec.
And be it enacted, That the said county of Mer
cer shall have and enjoy all the jurisdiction, powers, rights,
privileges, liberties, and immunities which any other county
in this state doth or may enjoy ; and that the said county of
Mercer shall elect, in the same manner as other counties
in this state do, two members to represent said county
in the general assembly, and one member to. represent
said county in the legislative council, of this state, and no
more, until otherwise regulated by law.

Sec. III. And be it enacted, That the said county of
Mercer shall be divided into seven townships, namely : the
present townships of Trenton, Ewing, Lawrence, and Not
tingham, to be called by those names, respectively;
and all
that part of the township of Hopewell included within the
bounds of the said county of Mercer, to be called the
township of Marion ; and all that part of the township of
East Windsor included within the bounds of said county of
Mercer, to be called the township of East Windsor ; and
the township of West Windsor, to be called the township of
West Windsor ; and that the inhabitants of each and every
of the said townships be, and they are hereby constituted
a body corporate and politic in law, by the following
names, that is to say: that the inhabitants of the town
ship of Trenton shall be styled and known by the name
of "the Inhabitants of the township of Trenton, in the
;"
that the inhabitants of the township
county of Mercer
of Ewing shall be styled and known by the name of "the
Inhabitants of the township of Ewing, in the county of
Mercer;"
that the inhabitants of the township of Lawrence
shall be styled and known by the name of " the Inhabit
ants of the township of Lawrence, in the county of Mercer;"
that the inhabitants of the township of Marion shall be styled
and known by the name of " the Inhabitants of the town-
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Mercer;"

that the inhabit
ship of Marion, in the county of
ants of the township of Nottingham shall be styled and known
by the name of " the Inhabitants of the township of Not
;"
tingham, in the county of Mercer
that the inhabitants of
the township of East Windsor shall be styled and known by
the name of " the Inhabitants of the township of East Wind
Mercer;"
sor, in the county of
that the inhabitants of the
township of West Windsor shall be styled and known by
the name of "the Inhabitants of the township of West
Mercer;"
Windsor, in the county of
and that the inhabit
ants of each and every of the said townships, respectively,
shall be, and they are hereby vested with, entitled to, and
authorized to exercise and enjoy all the franchises, powers,
privileges, immunities, and authorities, and shall be, and
hereby are made subject to all the provisions of the laws
for the time being for the regulation and government of the
inhabitants of the other townships of this state.
Sec. IV. And be it enacted, That the judges, justices of juriadiction of
the peace, sheriffs, and other officers within the limits of judges, justices,
the counties of Hunterdon, Burlington, and Middlesex, as ^ty'JJfM*!
the same stood before the passing of this act, shall con- cer.
tinue to hold, exercise, and enjoy their several and respec
tive offices and appointments, witlj the powers and privileges
thereto belonging, within said limits of said counties, re
spectively, until the second Monday of April next ; and all
courts at the time of the passing of this act existing and
being within the aforesaid limits of said counties shall con
tinue to have and exercise, respectively, jurisdiction within
the same until the said second Monday of April next, in the
same manner as if this act had not been passed ; and that
from and after the said second Monday of April next, and
until their respective terms of office in and for the coun
ties of Hunterdon, Burlington, and Middlesex shall expire,
all persons in office at the time of the passing of this
act resident within the bounds of the county of Mercer,
and all and every of them, except the sheriffs, clerks,
surrogates, and prosecutors of the pleas, shall hold, exer
cise, and enjoy their respective offices, with all the power,
authority, privileges, and emoluments thereto belonging,
within the limits of the county of Mercer, as officers of said
county, as fully and effectually to all intents and purposes as
if they had been elected and appointed to their said offices,
respectively, within the said county of Mercer; provided
however, that all judges of the court of common pleas and
all justices of the peace shall take and subscribe the official
oaths or affirmations required by law within the said county
of Merger, on or before the first day of May next, and be-
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fore they act in their
county of Mercer.

respective

offices as officers of said

Sec. V. And be it enacted, That all actions, suits, ap
peals, prosecutions, and other legal proceedings commenced,
in the su
or that may be commenced or depending
preme court of this state, or in any court, or before any
justice of the peace within the limits of the counties of
Hunterdon, Burlington, and Middlesex, as said limits stood
at the time of the passing of this act, before the said se
cond Monday of April next, shall be in no wise affected by
this act, but the same shall and may be prosecuted in the
respective counties, and before said courts, in the same man
ner as if this act had not been passed, any thing herein
contained to the contrary notwithstanding ; provided, that
Proviso.
in all such causes pending in the supreme court, where
the defendant in any transitory action does at the time of
the passing of this act reside within the limits of the county
of Mercer, or where in any local action the cause of action
arose within the bounds of said county, either party may,
at his election, on application to the said court for that
purpose, have the venue in said action changed to the said
county of Mercer, and the cause tried therein, as if the
county.'
said action had originally been commenced in said
Sec. VI. And be it enacted, That from and after the said
second
Monday of April next, and until a sheriff shall be
Sheriffs of Bur
lington, Middle elected for the county of Mercer, and enter upon his duties,
sex, and Hun
all writs to be executed within the townships of Lawrence,
terdon to exe
cute writs until Ewing, Marion, and Trenton, or either of them, which are
sheriff is elected
for Mercer.
by law to be executed by the sheriff, shall be directed
and delivered to the sheriff of the county of Hunterdon,
and shall be executed by said sheriff, in person or by
his deputy or under-sheriff;
and in case of the legal
disability of said sheriff, then said writs shall be directed
to the coroners of the said county, and be by them exe
cuted ; that from and after said day, and until the time
aforesaid, all writs to be executed within the limits of
the township of Nottingham shall be directed and deli
vered to the sheriff of the county of Burlington, and shall
be executed by said sheriff, in person or by his under-she
riff or deputy ; and in case of the legal disability of the
sheriff, then said writs shall be directed to the coroners of
said county, and shall be executed by them ; that from and
after the day aforesaid, and until the time aforesaid, all
writs to be executed within the limits of the township of
West Windsor, or within the limits of the township of East
Windsor, as the same are fixed by this act, shall be directed
and delivered to the sheriff of the oounty of Middlesex,
Suits pending
not to be af
fected.

and shall be executed by him, in person or by his under; and in case of the legal disability of the
sheriff, then said writs shall be directed to the coroners of
said county, and shall be executed by them ; and said she
riffs and officers shall, respectively, make returns of said
writs to the courts to which they shall be made returnable,
and shall be responsible, respectively, in their official capa
city, as sheriffs and coroners of the said counties, for the
due and legal execution and return thereof.
Sec. VII. And be it enacted, That all that part of the Corporate
township of East Windsor, as the same was bounded be names of cer
tain townships
fore the passing of this act, not included within said county in Middlesex
of Mercer, be, and the same is hereby attached to, and and Hunterdon.
made part of the township of South Amboy, in the county
of Middlesex ; and all that part of the township of Hope
well, as the same was bounded before the passing of this
act, not included within the said county of Mercer, be known
by the name of the township of Hopewell, in the county of
Hunterdon ; and that the inhabitants of said township be,
and they are hereby constituted a body corporate and poli
tic in law, by the name of " the Inhabitants of the township
Hunterdon,"
of Hopewell, in the county of
and shall hold
their first town meeting at the tavern now kept by Titus
Egee at Woodville, and afterwards where the said inhabitants
shall determine according to law.
Sec. VIII. And be it enacted, That the jails of the coun Jails of Hunter
ties of Hunterdon, Burlington, and Middlesex be, and they don, Burlington
Middlesex
are hereby constituted jails for the confinement of all pri and
constituted jails
soners of the county of Mercer, until a jail shall be for Mercer until
a new jail is
prepared in said county of Mercer ; and the sheriff or prepared.
other officer having the lawful custody of any prisoner
within said county of Mercer is hereby authorized to confine
such prisoner in the jail of the county of Hunterdon, Bur
lington, or Middlesex, according as such prisoner is arrested,
or resides at the time of his arrest, in either the former
limits of said counties, respectively ; and the keepers of said
jails are hereby respectively required to receive and safely
keep every such prisoner so delivered to them, in the same
manner and under the same penalties as they are or may
be by law required to keep and provide for the prisoners of
their respective counties, until such prisoner shall be de
manded by the proper officer or officers of said countyof
Mercer, or by other due and legal authority ; and said
keepers shall be entitled to receive from the board of cho
sen freeholders of the county of Mercer such fees and
compensation for the support of the prisoners of said county,
as are or shall be allowed by law in other cases.
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That the first town meetings
townships
of Lawrence, Ewing,
hereafter to °e held in the
Times of holdTrenton, Nottingham, and in the township of Marion, as
ing first town
raunty^fMer- the same is bounded by this act, shall be held on the secer.
cond Monday in April next, and at the same places at
SEe.

Time and place

IX. And

be

it

enacted,

which they would have been held if this act had not been
passed; and that the next town meetings in the townships
of East Windsor and West Windsor, as the same are
bounded by this act, shall be held on the second Monday in
April next, and at the same places at which they would
have been held in the former townships of East Windsor
and West Windsor in case this act had not been passed :
an(^ tnat ^e town meetings in said townships of the county

of future town

of Mercer, respectively, shall thereafter be held annually
on the second Monday of April, at such places as the elec
tors of said townships, respectively, shall from time to
time appoint under the existing laws of this state; and
that the annual election for city officers in and for the city
of Trenton shall thereafter be held annually on the second
Monday of April, at such place and upon such notice as is
required by the charter of the said city.
Sec. X. And be it enacted, That the chosen freeholders
of the several townships of the county of Mercer, and their

freeholders of
Merctedincor"

successors, shall be, and they hereby are constituted a
body politic and corporate in law; and they shall be
styled and known by the name of " the Board of Chosen
Mercer,"
Freeholders
of the county of
and shall have,
hold, use, exercise, and enjoy the like rights, powers, and
authority, and be subject to all the provisions of the laws
for the time being, as the boards of chosen freeholders of
the other counties of this state are or shall be entitled
and subject to ; and the said board of freeholders shall
meet at the house now occupied by Joshua Hollinshead, in
the city of Trenton, on the day appointed by law for the
next annual meeting of the boards of chosen freeholders in
other counties of this state, and afterwards at such times
and places as they may appoint, or shall be required by law,
until a courthouse shall be provided for said county of Mer
cer.
Sec. XI. And be it enacted, That the courts of corn™on pleas, courts of general quarter sessions of the peace,
orphans'
anc|
courts shall be held in and for the countyJ of
*
-T
,»
,
, . . rl_
.
.
Mercer on the, third luesday of -r-.
December, the fourth
Tuesday of March, the fourth Tuesday of June, and the
fourth Tuesday of September, in each year ; and that the
circuit courts and courts of oyer and terminer and general
jail delivery shall be held in and for said county at the re-

Time and place
°f first meeting

Time and place
ofhoiding the
courts or the
county of Mercer-

spective times of holding the said courts of common pleas ;
and that until the seat of justice for said county shall be
determined, and a courthouse built or procured for said
county, or until another place in said county shall be pro
vided therefor by the board of chosen freeholders, the courts
shall be held at the state house in the city of Trenton ; and
all writs and process which may be issued out of the said
courts, after this act goes into operation and before the fourth
Tuesday of June next, shall be tested of the day on which
the same are issued respectively, and in the name of one of
the judges of the said courts, and shall be made returnable
at the place where said courts shall be held ; and it shall be
the duty of the present sheriff of the county of Hunterdon
to give notice of the time and place of holding said courts,
by publishing this section in a newspaper published in the
city of Trenton, and in a newspaper published in Princeton,
for four weeks, successively, after the passing of this act.
Sec. XII. And be it enacted, That all judgments already
obtained, or that may hereafter be obtained in the courts
of said counties of Hunterdon, Burlington, or Middlesex,
upon any action, suit, or proceeding actually commenced
or depending before the second Monday of April next,
shall be of the same force and effect within the former
limits of the said counties, respectively, as if this act
had not been passed ; and writs of execution or other
legal process may be issued thereon, and directed to the
sheriffs or other lawful officers of the said counties, re
spectively,
who are hereby authorized and directed to
execute the same within the limits of said county of Mer
cer, in the same manner they should by law have done
in case this act had not been passed ; and that upon such
judgment or judgments a writ or writs of scire facias may
issue, as allowed by law in other cases, directed as afore
said, and thereupon such further proceedings shall be had
therein as the party prosecuting the same would have been
entitled to in other cases, and in the same manner as if
this act had not been passed.
Sec.
And be it enacted, That the militia of the said
county of Mercer shall form a separate brigade, to be
called the Mercer brigade, and shall be attached to the
third division of the militia of this state ; and the militia of
Hunterdon'
shall form a separate
the present county of
brigade, to be called the Hunterdon brigade, and shall be
attached to the fourth division of the militia of this state ;
the militia of the county of Burlington shall form a sepa
rate brigade, to be called the Burlington brigade, and shall
be attached to the first division of the militia of this state ;
sepathe militia of the county of Middlesex shall form a

XIII.
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rate brigade, to be called the Middlesex brigade, and shall
be attached to the third division of the militia of this state ;
and said several brigades shall be subject to the same laws
as the other brigades of this state.

Times and pla
ces of holding
election to de
termine in what
township in
Mercer the seat
of justice is to
be located.

Mode of con
ducting elec
tion.

Sec. XIV. And be it enacted, That an election to de
termine in which township in said county of Mercer the seat
of justice shall be, and in which the courthouse, jail, and
other public buildings shall be erected, shall be held in the
said township of Marion at the place of their first annual
town meeting, and in the other townships of said county of
Mercer at the places herein before appointed for holding
the next annual town meetings in each of the townships
in said county, on the first Tuesday in June next; that the
clerk of each of the said townships shall give notice of
the time and place of holding said election in his township,
by advertisements set up in three of the most public places
in the same, at least four weeks before the said time, and
by causing the said notice to be published in at least one
of the newspapers published in Trenton and a newspaper
published in Princeton.
Sec. XV. And be it enacted, That on the day herein
before appointed for that purpose, between the hours of
ten and twelve o'clock in the forenoon, the officers of the se
veral townships of the said county of Mercer, who are by
law required to hold elections for members of the legisla
ture, sheriff, and coroners, of this state, are hereby required
to open the election to determine in what township the seat
of justice of the said county shall be located ; which elec
tion shall be conducted, continued, and concluded, in all re
spects, according to the same rules and regulations, and
under the same restrictions and penalties, as are pre
scribed by the laws of this state regulating the elections of
members of council and assembly, sheriff, and coroners,
in this state, except so far as the same are herein altered or
supplied.

Sec. XVI. And be it enacted, That the officers hold
or conducting the said election shall, severally, before
ing
Officers of elec
tion to be sworn they receive any vote, take the oath or affirmation prescribed
by the laws of this state regulating the election of members
of council, assembly, sheriff, and coroners, in this state?
Sec. XVII. And be it enacted, That no person shall vote
Qualification of at such election for the seat of justice in the county of
voters.
Mercer, who did not at the time of passing this act re
side within the bounds of said county.
Proceedings of
officers of elec
tion at the close
of the polls.

Sec. XVIII. And be it enacted, That the judges and in
spectors of the said elections in the several townships
of said
county, at the close of the polls, shall carefully count the
votes received at said election, and make a certificate, un-

9
der their hands and seals, containing the whole number of
votes taken in their respective townships, and the number
taken for each township voted for as the seat of justice for
said county ; and shall, on or before the hour of three o'clock
in the afternoon of the Saturday next after the day of elec
tion, transmit and deliver to the clerk of the inferior court
of common pleas of said county of Mercer their respective
certificates, together with the list of voters whose votes
were taken at the said election, which certificate and list
shall be filed by said clerk in his office ; and said clerk shall,
in the manner prescribed by the law regulating elections,
faithfully count the said votes ; and the township in said
county having the greatest number of votes so taken shall
be the township wherein the seat of justice for said county
shall be selected, as herein after provided ; and it shall be
the duty of the clerk of said county to transmit a certificate,
under his hand and seal, of the township so chosen to the
board of chosen freeholders of said county, at their then
next meeting, which certificates shall be entered in words
at length on the minutes of said board, who shall thereupon
select and determine the particular site or sites in said town
ship where the courthouse, jail, and other public buildings
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Sec. XX. And be it enacted, That the board of chosen
freeholders of the said county shall, upon the call of their
director, or upon their own adjournment, from time to time,
as often as occasion may require, meet together at such
place as they may appoint for that purpose ; and said board,
or a majority thereof, are hereby authorized, in the corpo
rate name of said board, to contract for and take a deed
or deeds for land on which to erect the courthouse, jail,
clerk's and surrogate's offices, and other public buildings,
and to erect said buildings, or to purchase or otherwise pro
cure and provide the same ; and also to order money to be
raised by tax, to be assessed on the inhabitants of said
county, for the purpose of defraying the cost of purchasing
said land, and of building, purchasing, or otherwise pro
curing and providing said public buildings.
Sec. XXI. And be it enacted, That, to raise money for
the purposes mentioned in the last section, the assessors and
B

John

A. Black,
jrton
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or of the
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Sec. XIX. And be it enacted, That the clerk of the said
county, judges, inspectors, and other officers of the said
election, shall be entitled to the same fees that they are
entitled to for like services by the laws of this state regu
lating elections ; and the clerk of said county, for any extra
service required by this act, shall be allowed such further
sum as the board of chosen freeholders of said county shall
deem just, to be paid by the collector of said county.
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Proceedings on
completion of
public jail of
Mercer county.

Until sheriff of
Mercer is elect
ed, sheriffs of
Hunterdon,
Burlington, and
Middlesex to
summon grand
jurors.

Mode of select
ing first jurors
ofMercer coun
ty-

collectors of the several townships in said county shall, in
their respective townships, from time to time, as occasion
may require, assess and collect such sums of money as the
board of chosen freeholders of said county shall direct, in
the manner county taxes are assessed and collected.
Sec. XXII. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for
any three or more judges of the said county of Mercer, at
the request of the director of the board of chosen free
holders, when in their opinion the jail erected or procured
in and for said county is finished or prepared so as to be
safe for the confinement of prisoners, so to certify in writ
ing, under their hands, to the clerk of court of common
pleas of said county; and the said clerk shall then enter said
certificate on the minutes of said court, and deliver a copy
thereof to the sheriff of said county, and thereupon it shall
be the duty of said sheriff to remove all prisoners of said
county that may then be confined in the said jails herein
before provided for the safe keeping of said prisoners, to
the said jail of the said county of Mercer, there to be con
fined according to law; and such removal shall not be
deemed an escape, or in any wise chargeable to the sheriff
of either of said counties of Hunterdon, Burlington, and

Middlesex.
Sec. XXIII. And be it enacted, That until a sheriff
shall be elected for said county of Mercer, and shall enter
upon the duties of his office, it shall be the duty of the
sheriff of each of the counties of Hunterdon, Burlington,
and Middlesex, or in case of the death or legal disability
of either of them, then of the coroners of the county in
which such disability exists, to summon according to law
from that part of the county of Mercer taken from their
respective bailiwicks, before each term of the courts of the
county of Mercer, grand jurors to attend said courts, as
follows, viz :—the sheriff of the county of Hunterdon to
summon ten, the sheriff of the county of Burlington to
summon five, the sheriff of the county of Middlesex to sum

mon nine ; and also, at least ten days before the commence
ment of every term of the courts to be holden in said county
of Mercer, it shall be the duty of the sheriffs of said counties
of Hunterdon, Burlington, and Middlesex, in person or by
deputy, to go to the office of the clerk of said county of
Mercer, and there, in the presence of said clerk, and in
case of his absence or disability in the presence of one of
the judges of said county, between the hours often o'clock
in the forenoon and four o'clock in the afternoon, said
sheriffs, or so many of them as shall then and there attend,
shall select, from among the freeholders of the county of
Mercer qualified to serve as jurors, taken from their late
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respective bailiwicks, the names of as many such freehold
ers as the clerk or judge shall deem necessary to be sum
moned as jurors at the next ensuing term of any of the
aforesaid courts ; and the names so selected shall be writ
ten on separate pieces of paper, and put into three separate
boxes ; and such part of the jurors to be summoned shall
be drawn from each of said boxes as said clerk or judge
shall deem necessary and proper ; and said drawing shall
be conducted according to the provisions of the act entitled,
" A supplement to the act entitled an act relative to juries
verdicts,"
passed the tenth day of November, seventeen
and
hundred and ninety-seven, which supplement was passed the
ninth day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and thirty-six; and the further supplement
thereto, passed the seventh of March, eighteen hundred and
thirty-seven ; and the several persons whose names shall be
so drawn shall constitute a general panel of jurors to be sum
moned and returned by the said sheriffs or coroners, re
spectively, each sheriff summoning and returning those
within his late bailiwick to the next ensuing terms of said
courts ; and the said sheriffs or coroners and clerk shall
make, or cause to be made, four complete lists of the
names so drawn, and certify the same under their hands,
one to be delivered to the sheriff or coroners of each of
said counties, and the other to be filed by said clerk in his
office ; and it shall be the duty of the present sheriff of the
county of Hunterdon to attend as sheriff at the terms of the
courts of said county of Mercer, until a sheriff shall be elected
for said county, and shall enter upon the duties of his office.
Sec. XXIV. And be it enacted, That hereafter the county
of Hunterdon shall elect, in the same manner as other
counties in this state do, three members to represent said
county in the general assembly, and one member to repre
sent said county in the legislative council of this state, and
no more, until otherwise regulated by law.
Sec. XXV. And be it enacted, That the present members
council and general assembly of the
of the legislative

Middlesex, and Burlington shall
counties of Hunterdon,
representatives of the said re
and
remain
the
severally be
spective counties in council and assembly until the session
of the next legislature of this state, and be entitled to and

exercise all the privileges, powers, and immunities, as mem
bers of the legislature of this state, as fully in all respects as
if this act had not been passed.
Sec. XXVI. And be it enacted, That this act shall take
effect, in the said county of Mercer, on and after the ninth
day of April next, except where it is otherwise provided
by this act ; but nevertheless it shall and may be lawful for
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at any time before that period, to appoint
a clerk, surrogate, prosecutor of the pleas, judges, justices
of the peace, and all other necessary and proper officers
for said county of Mercer, who shall enter upon the duties
of their office on the said second Monday of April.
the joint-meeting,

Passed February 22, 1838.

to the act entitled, " An act to erect parts
the counties of Hunterdon, Burlington, and Middle
sex into a new county, to be called the county of Mer
cer," passed
the twenty-second day of February, eighteen
hundred and thirty-eight.

A supplement
of

Sec.

Part ofthe coun
ty of Somerset
annexed to the
county of Mer
cer.
Boundaries
thereof.

Township of
Princeton erect
ed.

Corporate name

I. Be it enacted

by the Council and General

As

sembly of this State, and it is hereby enacted by the authority
part of the township of Montgo
of the same, That all that

mery, in the county of Somerset, which lies south of the fol
lowing line, to wit : beginning on the Millstone river, where
the boundary line between the counties of Middlesex and
Somerset crosses the same, continuing down said river to
the original southeasterly corner of a tract of land called
the Van Horn tract, and thence running westerly along the
original south boundary of said tract, and continuing on
in the same course to the middle of the road called the
Pennington
road, leading from the village of Rocky Hill
to the village of Pennington ; and thence westerly along the
middle of said road to the boundary line of the county of
Somerset, shall he, and the same is hereby attached to
and made a part of the county of Mercer, and shall be sub
ject to all the laws which the county of Mercer now is or
may be subject to; and said line shall hereafter be the boun
dary line between the county of Mercer and the county of
Somerset.
Sec. II. And be it enacted, That all that part of the town
ship of Montgomery described in the foregoing section, to
gether with so much of the township of West Windsor, in
the county of Mercer, as lies within the borough of Prince
ton, shall be, and the same is hereby erected into a sepa
rate township, to be called the township of Princeton, in
the county of Mercer, and that the inhabitants thereof shall
be, and they are hereby constituted a body politic and cor
porate in law, by the name of " the inhabitants of the
Mercer,"
township of Princeton, in the county of
and shall
be, and they are hereby vested with, entitled to, and autho
rized to exercise and enjoy all the franchises, powers, privi-
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leges, immunities, and authorities, and shall be, and are
hereby made subject to all the provisions of the laws for the
time being for the regulation and government of the inha
bitants of the other townships of this state ; provided how Proviso.
ever, that all elections for township officers within the said
township of Princeton shall be conducted by ballot, and de
termined by a plurality of votes.
And be it enacted, That the judges, justices of Jurisdiction of
Sec.
officers therein,
the peace, and other officers within the limits of that part of limited in So
the township of Montgomery described in the first section of merset.
this act, and hereby attached to the county of Mercer, shall
continue to hold, exercise, and enjoy their several and re
spective offices and appointments, with the powers and pri
vileges thereto belonging, within the limits of said county
of Somerset, until the second Monday of April next ; and
all courts at the time of the passing of this act existing
and being, within the aforesaid limits of said county of So
merset, shall continue to have and exercise jurisdiction
within the same, until the second Monday of April next,
in the same manner as if this act had not been passed; and
that from and after the second Monday of April next, and
until their respective terms of office in the county of So
merset shall expire, all persons in office at the time of the Jurisdiction of
passing of this act resident within that part of the township officers in Mont
gomery town
of Montgomery hereby attached to the said county of Mer ship transferred
Mercer coun
cer, and all and every of them, shall hold, exercise, and to
tyenjoy their respective offices, with all the powers, privileges,
and emoluments thereto belonging, within the limits of the
county of Mercer, as officers of said county, as fully and
effectually to all intents and purposes as if they had been
elected and appointed to their said offices, respectively,
within the said county of Mercer ; provided, that all judges Proviso.
of the court of common pleas and all justices of the peace
shall take and subscribe the official oaths or affirmations re
quired by law, within the said county of Mercer, on or be
fore the first day of May next, and before they act in thenrespective offices as officers of the county of Mercer.
Sec. IV. And be it enacted, That all actions, suits, appeals, Suits pending
not to be affect
prosecutions, and other legal proceedings commenced or ed.
depending in the supreme court of this state, or in any
court, or before any justice of the peace within the county
of Somerset, as the same stood before the passing of this
act, before the second Monday of April next, shall be in no
wise affected by this act, but the same shall and may be
prosecuted in said county, and before said courts, in the
same manner as if this act had not been passed, any thing
pr,oProviso.
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding;
supreme
the
court,
vided, that in all such causes pending in

III.
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Sheriff of So
merset to exe
cute writs until
election of she
riff of Mercer.

Jail

of Somer
set to be used
by county of
Mercer for cer
tain prisoners.

Time and place
of town meet
ings of township
of Princeton.

where the defendant in any transitory action does at the
time of the passing of this act reside within the limits of that
part of the said township of Montgomery hereby attached
to the county of Mercer, or where in any local action the
cause of action arose within that part of the said township,
either party may, at his election, on application to said
court for that purpose, have the venue in said action
changed to the said county of Mercer, and the cause tried
therein, as if the said action had originally been commenced
in said county.
'
Sec. V. And be it enacted, That from and after the second
Monday of April next, and until a sheriff shall be elected for
the county of Mercer, and enter upon his duties, all writs
to be executed within that part of the township of Mont
gomery hereby attached to the county of Mercer, which
are by law to be executed by the sheriff, shall be directed
and delivered to the sheriff of the county of Somerset, and
shall be by him executed in person or by his under-sheriff
or deputy; and in case of the legal disability of said sheriff,
then said writs shall be directed to the coroners of said
county of Somerset, and be by them executed ; and said
sheriffand coroners shall, respectively, make returns of said
writs to the courts to which they shall be made returnable,
and shall be responsible, respectively, in their official capa
city, as sheriff and coroners of said county of Somerset, for
the due and legal execution thereof.
Sec. VI. And be it enacted, That the jail of the county of
Somerset be, and the same is hereby constituted a jail
for the confinement of all prisoners arrested or residing at
the time of their arrest within that part of the township of
Montgomery hereby attached to the county of Mercer ; and
the sheriff or other officer having custody of any such pri
soner or prisoners is hereby authorized to confine him, her,
or them in said jail ; and the keeper thereof is hereby re
quired to receive and keep every such prisoner so delivered
to him, in the same manner and under the same penalties
as he is or may be required by law to receive and keep the
prisoners of his own county, until such prisoner shall be
demanded by the proper officer of the said county of
Mercer or by other legal authority ; and said keeper shall
be entitled to receive from the board of chosen freeholders
of the county of Mercer, such fees and compensation for the
support of the prisoners of said county as are or shall be
allowed by law in other cases.
Sec. VII. And be it enacted, That the first town meeting
hereafter to be held in the said township of Princeton,
shall be held on the second Monday in April next, at the
house now occupied by Simon W. Vleit, in said township ;
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and that thereafter the town meetings in said township shall
held annually on the second Monday in April, at such
place as the electors of said township shall from time to
time appoint under the existing laws of this state.
Sec. VIII. And be it enacted, That all judgments ob
be

tained, or that may hereafter be obtained, in any of the courts
of the county of Somerset, upon any action, suit, or proceed
ing actually commenced or depending before the second
Monday of April next, shall be of the same force and effect
within the former limits of the said county as if this act had
not been passed ; and writs of execution or other legal pro
cess may be issued thereon, and directed to the sheriff or
other lawful officer of said county, who is hereby authorized
and directed to execute the same within the limits of said
county of Mercer, in the same manner as he should by law
have done in case this act had not been passed; and upon
such judgment or judgments a writ or writs of scire facias
may issue, as allowed by law in other cases, directed as
aforesaid, and thereupon such further proceedings shall be
had therein as the party prosecuting the same would have
been entitled to in other cases, and in the same manner as
if this act had not been passed.
Sec. IX. And be it enacted, That an election to determine
in which township in said county of Mercer the seat of
justice shall be, and in which the courthouse, jail, and other
public buildings shall be erected, shall be held in said town
ship of Princeton, at the place herein before appointed for
holding the next annual town meeting in said township, on
the first Tuesday in June next, and that the clerk of said
township shall give notice thereof, in the manner prescribed
in the fourteenth section of the act to which this is a supple
ment, for the clerks of the other townships in said county ;
and all legal voters who, at the time of the passing of the
act to which this is a supplement, reside within the limits of
said township of Princeton shall be entitled to vote at said
election.
Sec. X. And be it enacted, That all the provisions of the
fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth
sections of the act to which this is a supplement, in regard
to the other townships in said county and their officers,
shall als.o apply in all things to the said township of Prince
ton, and the officers thereof, and be obligatory upon them.

Sec. XI. And be it enacted, That until a sheriff shall be
elected for the said county of Mercer, and shall enter upon
the duties of his office, it shall be the duty of the sheriff of
the county of Somerset, or in case of his death or legal
disability, then of the coroners of said county, to summon
according to law from that part of the county of Somerset

Judgments, in
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taken from his bailiwick, before each term of the courts of
the county of Mercer, two grand jurors to attend said
courts; and the sheriff of the county of Middlesex, or, in
case of his death or legal disability, the coroners of said
county, shall summon seven grand jurors, in the manner
and for the purposes mentioned in the twenty-third section
of the act to which this is a supplement, instead of nine grand
jurors, as provided by said section-; and until a sheriff shall
be elected for said* county of Mercer, and shall enter upon
the duties of his office, the like duties imposed by said sec
tion upon the sheriffs of the counties of Hunterdon, Bur
lington, and Middlesex, in regard to attending at the clerk's
office of said county of Mercer, and selecting and sum
moning and returning petit jurors, shall be, and are hereby
declared to be incumbent and binding on the sheriff of said
county of Somerset ; and the clerk of said county of Mer
cer shall put the names of such petit jurors into four, in
stead of three boxes, as provided by the said section, and
shall also deliver to the sheriff of the county of Somerset
such list as he is thereby required to deliver to the sheriffs
of said counties of Hunterdon, Burlington, and Middlesex.
Sec. XII. And be it enacted, That the poorhouse farm,
with the buildings and improvements thereon, and all other
Pom-house in
Hopethe township of rea] an(j personal estate
belonging to the township of
townwell at the time of the passing of the act to which this is a
long to
suPP'ement> snau hereafter belong to the .inhabitants of the
we?UndIMerScer, inproportownship of Hopewell, in the county of Hunterdon, and to
tion to tax paid.
the inhabitants of the township of Marion, in the county of
Mercer, in the proportion of the tax assessed to the inhabit
ants residing within the limits of each on the last duplicate,
and shall be owned and held by them in common ; and the
debts due to or from the said township of Hopewell, in the
county of Hunterdon, at the time of the passing of the act
to which this is a supplement, shall be received and paid by
Towhompau- the said township of Hopewell and the said township
of
persin said
Marion, in the proportion herein before stated; and the
paupers who may be chargeable to said
township of Hope
well at the time the act to which this is a supplement shall
go into operation, shall thereafter be chargeable to, and
sup
ported by that one of said townships of Hopewell
and Ma
rion within the bounds of which their settlements were re
spectively acquired, or in which said paupers may have re
sided at the time of acquiring their respective settlements.
Sec- XIII. And be it enacted, That this act shall take
at the saine time as the act to which this is a supple
ingminto
ment.
Passed February 27, 1838.

PREFACE TO HISTORY OF BURLINGTON COUNTY.

Several
none

of

research,

them

histories of Burlington County have been published, yet there was a feeling that

fully

covered the whole ground.

hopes he has

in

some

To supply this want the author, by diligent

measure succeeded.

Imperfections,

omissions, and errors have to

some extent undoubtedly crept in, but the labor has been conscientiously performed, as it was not

for this day only, but for all coming time.
The author feels indebted for valuable
Potts, Esq., Hon. Edwin

Salter, Richard

assistance

Parrish, William John

to Dr. Joseph

F. Mott, Leah

Blackman,

Judge Clayton A. Black,

Mahlon Hutchinson, Esq., Capt. William H. Shaw, Judge William Parry, Judge Clayton
White, and Franklin Woolman,
Genealogical Tree."

Esq., and Charles Lippincott, author of the

pincott, Barclay

" Lippincott

Ellisdalk,

N.

J.,

Nov.
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E. M. Woodward.
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PREFACE TO HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY.

There

is no better mode of gathering material for the history of a State than by the prep

aration and publication

of the history of its several counties.

The publishers who

are engaged

in such work ought to be encouraged in their arduous and expensive labors.

The county of Mercer, which
a very limited

scope

has been organized as such only forty-five

to its historian

if

years, would afford

he were to confine his researches to such period.

He

would hardly do justice to his work unless he runs back to the original settlement of the several
townships within the territorial boundaries of the new county, and describeshave made in all the departments of civilization.

In

the progress they

doing this he will sometimes

repeat what

the histories of the original counties contain, while for some historic matter, when the narrative
cannot well be divided, he may wisely refer the reader to those histories.
Separate histories of Trenton and of Princeton

have heretofore been published, but there

iii

iv

PREFACE.

has been no

Jersey,"

full

history of Mercer. County published.

by Barber and Howe, in 1844, in a volume

The " Historical Collections

of five hundred

pages,

of New

was useful, but

it

could give only a few pages to each county.

The county of Mercer is remarkable
men which it contains.
distinguished

Our limited

for the large number of eminent and distinguished

space

has compelled us to omit even the names

of

many

scholars and divines, most of whom are or have been connected with our higher

institutions of learning.

With our thanks to the local historians who have explored the several townships, we make
no apologies for not having

done more than what we now respectfully submit

believing that the older the book grows the more it

Princeton, N. J.,

will

to our readers,

be valued.

John F. Hageman,
Deo. 11, 1882.
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BURLINGTON
CHAPTEE

and musk-ox, and found in the chilly waters of the
ancient Delaware and along the dreary sea-coast
both the walrus and the seal.
The first recognition we find of the bounds of Bur

I.

lington County
in the act of Assembly, 1694 but
its limits were more definitely settled by the act of
Jan. 21, 1709-10, declaring that the line of partition
between Burlington and Gloucester Counties begins
;

;

it

;

;

1838, erecting Mercer County, and making Crosswicks

is

Creek from its mouth to Keith's province line the
northern boundary of Burlington County.
It now
bounded north by Crosswicks Creek, which sepa
rates
from Mercer County; northeast by Keith's
province line, which separates
from Monmouth and
Ocean Counties
southeast by the Atlantic Ocean
southwest by Little Egg Harbor or Mullica
which separates
from Atlantic County, and by
Pensauken River, which separates
from Gloucester

¦

1

;

rial forms the soil of that
County adjacent to the river but all that eastward
of the river slope has been dry land since and prior
to the glacial epoch, and was the terra firma of the
rude chippers of flint to which reference will be
made, — land that nourished an arctic fauna and
flora, forests now peculiar to the wilds of British
America, and in which the ancestors of the Eskimos
of to-day hunted the extinct mastodon, the reindeer

thence

it

Trenton southward
this displaced mate
portion of Burlington

to the head thereof;

it

it,

the mass beneath

that hemmed in the

comes

line to the southernmost branch of
Little Egg Harbor River; thence down the said
branch and river to the mouth thereof; thence to the
next inlet on the south side of Little Egg Harbor's
most southerly inlet thence along the sea-coast to
the line of partition between East and West Jersey •
thence along the said line of partition by Maiden
head and Hopewell to the northernmost bounds of
the township of Amwell
thence by the same to the
river Delaware
thence by the river Delaware to the
first-mentioned station. This surface was reduced by
the act of March 11, 1713-14, establishing Hunterdon
County, making the Assunpink Creek the northern
boundary, and still further by the act of Feb. 22,

it

it

scraped the earth and rocks from
in the wide valley
and spread
swollen river of that time from
A portion of
to the distant sea.

Branch, until
upon
straight

;

On the western side there
was a broad bay, which extended north to the mouth
of the Delaware, at the present site of Trenton. Dur
ing the melting of the great glacier, the resulting
floods, charged with enormous masses of floating ice,
was beneath the ocean.

at the mouth of Pensauquin, alias Cropwell Creek
thence up the same to the Fork
thence along the
southernmost branch thereof, sometimes called Cole

;

nent. The great ice-sheet was several thousand feet
thick in New England and New York. Near its
southern limit, in our State, it diminished to less
than one thousand feet, and did not cover the higher
crests. Beginning on the eastern side of the State at
Perth Amboy, it extended to the Delaware below Belvidere, about forty miles northward of Trenton. The
southern half of the State was an island, with its coast
line several miles farther west than at present, and
Cape May, as also a large portion of Atlantic County,

a

the glacial epoch the polar ice, now con
fined within the frigid zone, extended southward and
covered much of the northern portion of our conti

it

During

;

is
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County ; and on the northwest by the Delaware River.
Its most southern latitude is 39° 28', and most north
40°
ern,
11'; its extreme eastern longitude from Wash
ington is 2° 41', and most western 1° 52'; its greatest
length, northwest and southeast, fifty-two miles, and
breadth, east and west, thirty-one miles.
Its area is
551,553 acres, or 861.77 square miles, which includes
14,137 acres, or 20.09 square miles of bays, inlets,
etc.

Starting from the Assunpink Creek, the head of
there is a gravelly, bluffbank, which varies
in height from twenty to one hundred feet, and finally

tide-water,

disappears

near the town of Burlington, being re
placed there and thence by almost continuous level,
The whole
sandy shores, terminating at Cape May.
county is alluvial, composed of sand, gravel, loam,
and clay, variously blended.
The diluvian of the
Delaware Valley above the Falls through long periods

of time, when the volume of the river, fed by themelting glacier, was far greater than it is now, was spread
over a strip of about fourteen miles in width and par
allel with the river, forming with the aggregations
Strips of sand, and
from the sea a very fertile loam.
sometimes masses of stiff clay, are found in this loamy
East
belt, as also rounded hills, stratified gravel.
of this belt is a mass of sand, overlying clay, and
extending

for

nearly

forty

miles

to the

marshes

This sandy district
which border the sea-shore.
seems like a great plain, sloping gently from its cen
tre towards the Atlantic and the Delaware, with
rounded hillocks a few feet in height, and furrowed
by streams of water which give it drainage. Between
the loamy belt that borders the river and the sand
district proper there is a long narrow strip, where the
clay, approaching the surface, mingles with the sand,
forming a tolerable soil, producing oak. A like belt
extends along the bay coast and up the Mullica or
Little Egg Harbor River and its branch, the Atsion
River, and then bending to the northeast, and within

found in nearly all the tributaries, is about twenty
miles, while its average breadth is about three miles.
The other, or eastern tract, lies along the Tulpehaukin or Wading River and its several branches.
It covers an area quite as extensive as the former.
Several minor deposits of bog ore are confined to the
limits of the marl region, one on Talman's Creek, a
tributary to the Rancocas, another on the south
Gordon1 says there were
branch of the same river.
in Southern New Jersey " fourteen furnaces, includ
ing cupolas, and fourteen forges, mainly dependent on
These furnaces and forges
bog ores for their supply.
are all abandoned now. The leanness of the ores
and the amount of sulphur and phosphorus in them,
together with the cost of charcoal, their only avail
able fuel, have led to their discontinuance.
The ore
is still being deposited, and, if of value, could be dug
in considerable quantity. In time it may be utilized.
Independent of the value of the pine timber in this
extensive tract of land, which is cut into valuable
lumber or burned into charcoal, the great wealth of
this section is its cranberry bogs. The peat lands and
savanna lands — the cedar, whortleberry, and maple
few
swamp bottoms, — which but a comparatively
years back were of little value, by grubbing, ditch
ing, sanding, and planting now produce from one
hundred to one hundred and fifty bushels, an average
crop, of cranberries, worth this year
three dol
(1881)

lars a bushel.
Already our bogs supply more than
half of all raised in the United States, and only a
fraction of the land suitable for the culture of this
fruit is yet improved.

The clay deposits of this county are extensive and
valuable. There is a belt extending from the Raritan
Bay to the Delaware at Bordentown, therice, follow

ing the bank to Kincora, it recedes inland, and passing
the Rancocas a mile above Bridgeborough
and the
Pensauken some distance above Cinnaminson bridge,
coming back to the Delaware again at Gloucester City.

a few miles of the first-mentioned belt, extends until
it meets a like but broader strip that runs back to
the coast. The whole sand district is known by the
Pines." In the eastern portion of
"
The
name of The

Clay for the manufacture of bricks and tiles is found
in many parts of the county, and bricks have been
burned for local use in very many yards scattered

Pines, and partly in Ocean County, are situated the
East and West Plains. It is remarkable for having
been entirely bare of trees ever since the country has
Some spots are entirely bare of vegeta
been known.
tion, but most of it is covered with a low growth of
bushes and dwarf pines and oaks of one or two feet

facilities

high. An object as tall as a man can be seen for
They are barrens. In the
miles across these plains.
southeastern part of the county, bordering the prin
cipal tributaries of the Little Egg Harbor River, are
located the two great deposits of bog iron ore in the
State. The most western of these is connected with
the waters of Atsion River, and most of its branches,
extending from near the sources of these streams in
a tolerable wide bed southeastward to Landing Creek.

The length of the tract, within which the bog ore is

through

the county.
On the Delaware, where the
of cheap transportation are unequaled, there
are a number of yards where bricks and draining tiles
are made, and their manufacture might be increased
indefinitely.

The marl region, which occupies a strip of country
from six to fifteen miles wide, and stretches from the
Atlantic below Sandy Hook to Salem on the Dela
ware, passes through the county between The Pines

and the Delaware. It is found at various depths from
the surface, and in beds sometimes thirty feet and
more thick. The earliest use of it was in 1768 in
Monmouth County.
It was not, however, generally
used until the beginning of this century, but it is now

' "A Gazetteerof the Stateof Xew Jersey,"
by Thomas F. Gordon,1S3I.
Philadelphia.
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highly prized as a fertilizer, and immense quantities
of it is yearly dug.
The streams of Burlington flow either northwest
to the Delaware or southeast to the Atlantic. The
shed or dividing ridge which separates these waters
crosses the county line at the head of the Tuscomsco,
a tributary of the Atsion River, and, curving to the
north, leaves the county nearly east to the startingpoint.
Those emptying into the ocean are the Mullica and Wading Rivers and Shoruds and Westecunk
Creeks and their tributaries; those flowing into the

river the Crosswicks, Black's, Craft's, Assiscunk, Ran
cocas, and Pensauken, and their branches.
The
streams are generally crooked and sluggish, and the
larger are navigable for ten or twelve miles from their
Burlington County is well supplied with
mouths.
pure water.
Springs and streams abound, and there
are very few spots where water cannot be obtained
by digging wells.
In boring an artesian well on the
stock farm of Pierre Lorillard, Esq., near Jobstown,
at the depth of three hundred and fifty-six feet con
siderable wood was found.1 In boring another for the
Hon. A. K. Hay, at Winslow, a gum log one foot in
diameter was found at the depth of three hundred

Along'

the Atlantic coast, "surface wells"
sunk to the depth of from three to twelve feet supply
good water, but driven or tube wells of from twenty
to forty feet yield a bountiful supply of most excellent
feet.2

water.3

The chief cities and towns are Mount Holly (the
of justice), Burlington, Bordentown, Pemberton,

seat

Moorestown,
Beverly,
ford,

Crosswicks,

Florence,

Jobstown,

Tuckertown,

Vincentown,

Wrightstown, Juliustown, MedFieldsRecklesstown,
Columbus,

Jackson
Evesham, Jacobstown,
ville, Delanco,
Edgewater,
Riverside,
Palmyra,
Riverton, Bridgeborough,
Cookstown, and Hainesboro', Lumberton,

port.

CHAPTER II.
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HISTORY.
implements, which are believed to have been made
by that earliest race of men, known in Europe as the
paleolithic or river-drift folk.
Of this gravel and its contained relics of a vanished
people, Dr. Abbott has written that, in his opinion,
the Delaware River, " now occupying a comparatively
small and shallow channel, once flowed at an eleva
tion of nearly fifty feet above its present level, and it
was when such a mighty stream as this that man first
gazed upon its waters, and lost those rude weapons in
its swift current that now in the beds of gravel
which its floods have deposited are alike the puzzle
and delight of the archaeologist. Had these first
comers, like the Troglodytes of France, had con
venient caves to shelter them, doubtless we would
have their better wrought implements of bone to tell
more surely the story of their ancient sojourn here,
but wanting them, their history is not altogether lost,
and in the rude weapons now deep down beneath the
grassy sod and flower-decked river-bank we learn the
fact of the presence in the distant past of an earlier
people than the Indians."4

Dr. Abbott's arguments to prove the existence of
man as early at least as the concluding stages of the
last glacial epoch are almost conclusive.
He re

marks that "just in proportion as these relics — stone
implements generally — are rude in manufacture and
primitive in type they are more deeply imbedded in
the soil." 5 " When, also, we consider that the sev

eral conditions of glacial times were largely those of
Greenland and arctic America, and that there is un
broken land communication
between the desolate
regions of the latter and our own more favored land,

and, more important than all, that there now dwells
in this ice-clad country a race which, not only in the
distant past, but until recently (if they do not now),
used stone implements of the rudest patterns, it is
natural to infer that the traces of a people found here,

under circumstances that demonstrate a like condi
tion of the country during their 'occupancy, are really
people."
traces of the same
Professor Dawkins6 says,
"These facts can hardly be mere coincidence, caused
by both peoples leading a savage life under similar

They afford reasons for the belief that
of North America are connected by
blood with the paleolithic cave-dwellers of Europe."
Eskimo,"
Dr. Rink, in his "Tales of the
London,
"
The Eskimo appear to have been the
1875, says,
last wave of an aboriginal American race which has
circumstances.

the Eskimos

When
ern

the great ice-sheet that covered the north
portion of our State during the glacial age

melted away, vast masses of gravel were
carried down and deposited beyond its foot. Of such
is the coarse, unstratified gravels that form the bluff
at Trenton.
In this gravel, at depths of from five

. gradually

feet, and often with great bowlders above,
and such competent geolo
gists and archaeologists as Professors Whitney, Shaler,
Parkman, and Carr, of Cambridge, Mass., as well as
others, have found numbers of rudely-chipped stone
to forty

Dr. Abbott, of Trenton,

1 Annual Report of State Geology, by Prof. GeorgeA. Cook, 1879,pp.
138,139,141.
• Ibid.
a Ibid.

spread over the continent

from more genial regions,

following principally the rivers and water-courses,
and continually yielding to the pressure of the tribes

behind them."
The peculiar

implements which are characteristic
of these gravels are quite different from the ordinary
" relics" of the later Indians, and must
not be con* American Naturalist, June, 187G.
6 Nature, vol. xi. p. 215,Jan. 14,1875. London.
' Cavc-llunting, l.y W. Buyd Dawkins, p. 358. London, 1S74.
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with them.
They are all large, rudely
and present either a well-defined sharp or
No trace of a
cutting edge and a point or both.
polished or ground surface is ever found upon them.
The art of polishing stone originated with the later
Indians.
These implements "maybe described as
founded

chipped,

being usually of large size, longer than it is wide,
thick in the middle and sharpened at the edges. One
end is more or less pointed, and the other, which was
doubtless intended to be held in the hand, is thick
and rounded.
Their most distinguishing character
istic is that both sides or faces are chipped into a
shape more or, less convex and symmetrical.
An im
plement of this description, it will be seen at a glance?
is entirely unlike the ordinary Indian axe or toma
hawk, made of polished stone, and very generally
provided with a groove around the middle, intended
wythes." 1
to hold a handle made of twisted

It is

such objects as these, found under the circum
stances mentioned, that warranted Dr. Abbott in .re

marking of the bluff facing the Delaware at Trenton
" that the accumulation of these gravels was gradual,
and considerable time may have elapsed from the
date of the first or lowest of the gravels before addi
tional material was brought from above. Beyond the
limits of these gravels stretched in every direction a

I

have mentioned,
vast area of habitable ground, as
with a fauna adapted to supply man with every need,
and how natural that the primitive American should
have gone to these then accumulating beds of shingle

its wild herds of buffalos, for countless centuries since
the continent rose from its ocean bed.3
Heckewelder, the Moravian missionary, records the

following tradition in the history of Indian nations :
The Lenapes (Delawares) resided many hundred years
ago in a far distant country in the western part of

For some reason they determined to
our continent.
migrate eastward.
After a very long journey they
reached the Mississippi, where they fell in with the
Mengwe (Iroquois), who were likewise in search of
The Lenapes sent a messenger to the
(Allegheny), who were a powerful nation
inhabiting the country east of the river, who refused
them permission to settle in their neighborhood, but
expressed a willingness for them to pass through their
country. The Lenapes commenced crossing, but when
the Alleghenys discovered they were a numerous
new homes.

Alligewi

people (not to be counted by thousands), moved by
fear, they fell upon the advance of the divided host,
slew many, and threatened the others with annihila
tion should they persist in the passage. The Iroquois,
who had witnessed the attack, proposed to join the
Lenapes in a war of conquest and extermination, and
to share with them the conquered territory.
The
united force crossed, a great battle was fought, a long
and bloody contest ensued, the Alleghenys aban
doned their country, and fled down the Mississippi
never to return. The conquerors divided the country,
the Iroquois taking the lands about the great lakes

to select and chip into proper shape the pebbles that
thus worked upon constituted his only known weapons,
—the same the world over : Europe, Asia, Africa, and

and their tributary streams, the Lenapes those to the
south, whence these gradually moved eastward, even
to the Atlantic coast. Until the white man came the
Delaware, or Lenapewihittuck {i.e., the river of the

America !
" No cataclysm drove him from the spot, and all
those years that the ever-increasing beds of sand,

Lenape), was in the very heart of their settlements.
At the time of the first settlement of Europeans in
America the Lenapes were the head of the Algonquin

and bowlders were accumulating he dwelt
here, familiar, it is now known, with the mastodon,
and likewise with the bison, reindeer, musk-ox, and
the fauna of the present time ; and when the last of
these transporting floods had wholly passed away, this

nations ; by a succession of wars with the Dutch, the
English, and the Iroquois, they were compelled some

gravel,

primitive man was America's sole occupant, and left
upon the surface of the latest stratum of sand and
pebbles that floods from a once glaciated valley
brought from the mountains beyond the same rude
implements of stone that his ancestors had lost in
feet." 2
the underlying gravels beneath his
question
our
of
State
having been in
Leaving this
habited by man of a glacial age, we come to the red
Indian of the Northwest, and the universally accepted

of his partial Asiatic origin. He presents
just
such a type of unprogressive life as the
to us
He exhibits no
nomads of the Asiatic steppes.
change from his precursors of the fifteenth century,
and perhaps the forests of America may have shel
tered him, just as they have sheltered and pastured
conclusion

i Prof. II. W. Haynes, Boston Soc.Nat. History, Jan. 10,1881.
2 rroc. Boston Soc. Nat. History, p. 124,1881.

time about 1670 to yield to the latter and become a
" nation of women," —
i.e., a nation without power to
make war or peace on their own account, or to sell

In this condition they remained until 1755,
when they threw off the yoke of the Iroquois; and, in
alliance with the Shawanoes, Mingoes, etc., were en
abled to place themselves at the head of the Western
lands.

nations, and contest with the white man the soil east
of the Mississippi.

The Lenni-Lenape nation was composed of the •
Minsies, Monseys, or Muncys, the Wolf tribe, north of
Stony Point, N. Y., with territorial jurisdiction ex
tending through the Minisink country of Pennsylva
nia and New Jersey ; the Vnulactos, or Turkey tribe,
south of Stony Point; and the Unamis, or Turtle tribe.
" It is
stated, in a publication bearing date 1648,
« Tor an exhaustive treatlBOon
this subject, see the recently pub
lished work by Dr. Abbott, entitled "Primitive
Industry : Illustrations
of the Handiwork in Stone, Bone, and Clay of tho
Native Races of the
Northern Atlantic Seaboardof America," p. 500.
Salem, Mass.: Goo. A.
Bates.
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that the natives in this section of the continent were
under the dominion of about twenty kings; that there
were twelve hundred under the two Raritan kings on

this year and the early part of 1758 the Delaware
borders of the province were in much alarm from the
hostile feeling prevalent among the Minisinks, and

side next to Hudson's River, and those
came down to the ocean about Little Egg Bay and
Sandy Barnegate; and about the South Cape two

in thirteen months twenty-seven murders were com
A constant
mitted by the Indians in those regions.
guard was kept under arms, but it was not always
able to check the predatory excursions of the sav

the north

small kings of forty men apiece; and a third, reduced
to fourteen men, at Reymont.
So that there were
probably .not more than two thousand within the
province while it was under the dominion of the

Dutch."

It

>

would be in vain to pretend

to give a particu

lar account of all the different tribes or nations of
Indians that inhabited these provinces before the
Europeans

came among them, there being probably
a tribe in some parts for every ten or twenty miles,
which were commonly distinguished by the name of
creeks

or other

noted

places

where

they

resided.

Thus there were the Assunpink (Stony Creek), the
Rankokas, the Mingo, the Andastaka, the Neshamine,
and the Shackamaxon Indians. Those about Bur
lington were called the Mantas (Frogs) ; but these
and others were all of them distinguished from the
Western Indians, who were a more warlike people, by
the general name of Delawares.
There is no doubt
that tribes

came from long distances to make au
tumnal visits to our sea-coast, probably to feast on
" The aboriginal inhabitants of
oysters and clams.
New Jersey appear to have had
turesque in landscape scenery,
procuring food and safety from
jects mainly in view in settling

an eye for the pic
although facility in
attack were the ob
at any point; still

we find that wherever the scenery is commanding, as
in the northern mountainous portion of the country,
at such grand localities as the Delaware Water-Gap,
we discover these remains in abundance ; but as we
go inland they are less numerous, as the hills de
crease and the rivers dwindle into brooks.
Yet so
abundant were the Indian villages . . . that almost
every brook that harbors a fish has now lying among
the pebbles on its bed or in the turf upon its banks
fish-spears." 2
flinty arrow-points or delicate

The Indians and whites lived peaceably together
for many years, the Indians being very serviceable to
the settlers from the game they caught, and the skins
and furs they procured and sold to them. The first
serious disturbance occurred in 1755, but as soon as
a hostile feeling became apparent the Legislature ap
pointed commissioners to examine into the cause of
A convention was held at Crosswicks
dissatisfaction.
for the purpose in January, 1756, and in March, 1757,
a bill was passed calculated to remove the difficulties
which had grown out of impositions upon the Indians
when intoxicated, the destruction of deer by traps,
and the occupation of lands by the whites which they
'
had not sold (Neville's Laws, vol. ii. p. 125). During
1 Collections,of the New Jersey Historical Society, vol i. pp. 24,25.
2 Stone Age in New Jersey. Charles C. Abbott. Washington : Gov
ernment Printing-office, 1877.

ages.

In June, 1758, Governor Barnard, of New Jersey,
consulted Gen. Forbes and Governor Denny, of Penn
sylvania, as to measures best calculated to put a stop
to this warfare, and through Teedyescung, king of the

Delawares, he obtained a conference with the Minisink and Pompton Indians, protection being assured
them. The conference took place at Burlington, Aug.
The result was the holding another at
7, 1758.
Easton, October 8th of the same year. At this con

" Munsies" or Miniference the Northern Indians, the
Opings"
sinks,"
" Pomptons," released
or
and the "
all lands claimed by them within the limits of New
Jersey for the sum of one thousand Spanish pieces of
''

These Indians were permitted by the Mingoes
or United Nations to settle on the branches of the
Susquehanna.
eight.

A

conference was held with the Indians south of

the Raritan River at Crosswicks, Feb. 20 (O. S.), 1758,
at which Teedyescung, king of the Delawares, was
summoned from the headquarters of the tribe on the
Susquehanna River, and he with twenty-seven other

Indians met the commissioners accordingly. The com
missioners appointed by Governor Francis Barnard
were Andrew Johnston, Richard Saltar, Charles Read,
John Stevins, and William Forsters. The result was
that the Delawares agreed to release all their claims to
lands in the colony of New Jersey ; and they appointed
five Indians — Tom Stare, Moses Totamy, Stephen Cal
vin, Isaac Stelle, and John Pampshire — as their at
torneys.

The tract of three thousand and forty-four acres
which the Delawares agreed to accept in lieu of their
claim was in a place called Edge Pillock, in what
It
was then Evesham township, Burlington County.
was bought from Benjamin Springer for the sum of
and forty pounds sterling, and was
held by the State in trust for the Indians. A house
of worship, several dwellings, and a mill were subse
quently erected, forming the town of Brotherton ; and
as the selling or leasing of any portion of the tract or
the encroachment of the whites upon it was pro

seven hundred

hibited, the greatest harmony appears to have pre
vailed between the Indians and their neighbors.
The Delawares lived on their reservation till long
after the Revolutionary war. They were known as
the Brotherton Indians. The minutes of the Assem
bly in 1796 show them petitioning for the appoint
ment of a new commissioner to take charge of their

lands and mill, and lease them for their benefit. In
1801 the Indians petitioned to have their lands sold,
and the proceeds given to them to enable them to
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fpr the purpose

pensation be made to them therefor.
The bank stock was transferred, but the negotiation
for the land fell through, and the Delawares once
more quartered upon their grandchildren,
then at
Bay.

From Green Bay, in 1832, they sent
their chief, Bartholomew S. Calvin, with a power of
attorney, to settle their hunting and fishing claims.
One of the attesting witnesses was the Rev. Cutting
Marsh, who certified before a justice of the peace that
he "saw the chiefs and principal men of the said
party of the Delaware nation of Indians execute the
same, they being duly sober and in condition to trans
act business."
The result of Calvin's mission was
Green

that, although no legal claim could be substantiated,
in March, 1832, in kindness and
the Legislature
through compassion for the wanderers, directed the
treasurer to pay to him two thousand dollars for the
extinguishment of this last remnant of Indian claims.
Chief Calvin, in a communication presented to the

Legislature the same month, said, " Not a drop of
our blood have you spilled in battle, not an acre of
our land have you taken but by our consent. . . .
Naught save benisons can fall upon her from the lips

Lenape."
of a Lenni
purchasers
of the Indian lands at Brotherton
The
resisted the tax-gatherer

at the very beginning, and
asserted their right to exemption under the act of
In 1803 the property-owners carried the tax
1758.
question to the Supreme Court, which decided that

Evesham township
the assessment was unlawful.
was unwilling to lose the tax on three thousand

The Supreme Court and the Court of
Errors of New Jersey then both decided that the lands
In 1812 the Supreme Court
were subject to taxation.
held
that the act repealing the
United
States
of the
law exempting the land from tax was unconstitu
tional. It nevertheless appears that from 1814, two
from tax.

years after this decision,

down to 1877

taxes were

brought

the matter

lands.1
regularly levied and collected on these
the latter year the land-owners

In

" Court of Errors and Appeals of New
which decided the lands were subject to

before the

Jersey,"

taxation.

CHAPTER

III.

LAND TITLES AND EARLY SETTLEMENT

OF THE

COUNTY.

Soon after the discovery of America the Spaniards
and Portuguese explored the northern Atlantic coast
as high as Labrador.
Florida was occupied by the
Spaniards in 1512, and its boundaries, as given by the
charter of Philip II. to Menendez, extended from
Newfoundland to the twenty-second degree of north

latitude, which was the first grant by a European
monarch of the soil of New Jersey. Verrazzani, an

Italian and a worthy successor of Columbus and
Americus Vespucius, in 1523, while in the service of
Francis
of France, coasted the American continent
from the thirtieth to the fiftieth degree of north lati
tude, landing and communicating with the Indians in
several places, and by virtue of discoveries made by
him and some French navigators, Henry IV. gave to
Des Monts the lands lying between the fortieth and
forty-sixth degrees of north latitude, thus the soil of
New Jersey nominally coming under the French flag.
Passing by the voyages of Sebastian Cabot, under
the patronage of Henry VII., of England, and of
Martin Frobisher, and the unsuccessful attempts to
establish settlements in America by Sir Humphrey
Gilbert and Sir Walter Raleigh, we come to the times
of James
who, in 1606, granted letters patent to
the London and Plymouth Colonies for that portion
of the continent stretching from the thirty-fourth to
the forty-sixth degrees of north latitude, divided into
two nearly equal districts.
Under this and another
charter, given in 1620, the permanent settlement of
Virginia and New England was commenced and
prosecuted.
Under the Plymouth title the territory
of New Jersey was for the third time granted by
king.

a

commissioners

by Governor Joseph Bloomfield.
They visited the
Indians and obtained the written assent of a majority
of the adults, only sixty-three of whom were living.
The property was sold the next year.
In 1822 a petition was received by the Legislature
of New Jersey from the remnant of the Delawares in
New York, announcing that the grandchildren who
had adopted them in 1802 had been cheated into con
veying a pre-emption right in their lands to the State
of New York, had sold a greater part of it at two
dollars an acre, and removed to Green Bay, Mich.
They did not wish to follow them, and having an op
portunity to purchase for two thousand dollars a tract
of land thirty miles long and ten miles broad, Owned
by a tribe of Indians, about five hundred miles west
of New Stockbridge, they asked that certain bank
stock which had been purchased for their benefit by
the New Jersey commissioners be deposited in the
Utica Bank until they desired to use it.
The petition further pointed out that they had re
ceived no compensation for their rights to hunting
and fishing in New Jersey, which were expressly re
served in the deed by which they sold their rights in
New Jersey lands in 1758, and they prayed that com

Under the hope of discovering

northwest passage

Brief of John P. Stockton, attorney-general State New Jersey.

•

William Stockton, and Charles

a

were appointed

I.,

Abraham Stockton,

Ellis

acres of land, especially when the owners had the
benefit of taxation, school taxes,*road taxes, etc. The
following year the Legislature enacted a law repeal
'
ing the provision by which this land was exempted

L,

remove to New Stockbridge, Oneida Co., N. Y., where
they had kinsmen.
James Ewing, John Beatty,

1
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to Asia, which until our own day no disappointment
seemed to have power to extinguish, Henry Hudson,

English navigator, made several voy
of America.
While in the service
of the Dutch East India Company, in 1609, he en
tered the Delaware Bay in his ship " Half-Moon."
Proceeding up it until he was satisfied it was not the
sought-for passage he returned, and following the
coast of New Jersey, anchored within Sandy Hook
on the 3d of September.
Two days afterwards he sent a boat's crew ashore,
who penetrated some distance into the woods within
the present limits of Monmouth County.
The next
day upon the return of a boat manned by five men,
who had been engaged all day in exploring New
York Harbor, and whicii had passed the Kills and
was between Bergen Neck and Staten Island, it was
attacked by twenty-six Indians in two canoes. They
were repulsed by the Dutch with fire-arms, with the
loss of John Colman and two wounded.
Colman was
buried the next day on a point of land which was
named by his countrymen after him, and which is
now probably called Sandy Hook. This was un
doubtedly the first fight of the Europeans within the
Jersey.1
Different Dutch mariners
limits of New
visited America, but it was not until 1621, when the
great West India Company was formed in Holland,
that they really undertook to plant colonies in North
In 1623, Cornelius Jacobse May, in com
America.
mand of one of their ships, with settlers, fully pro
vided with means pf subsistence and with articles of

- a distinguished

ages to the shores

trade, visited the coast from Cape Cod to the Delaware

River, then called the New Netherlands.Entering
northern'
Delaware Bay he gave his name to its
point,
the southmost extremity of New Jersey, — Cape May.
Exploring the bay and river, he landed and built
Fort Nassau on Timber Creek, which empties into the

a number

of settlers, who mostly

located

on the

soon followed, and in
1642, John Printz, an officer of the Swedish army,
arrived as Governor of the colony.
He erected a fort,
and built a church and several dwellings on Tinicum,
Island. New Castle, Del., was laid out by them, and
western shore.

Other

ships

named Stockholm, and a fort was built at Christiana,
where Wilmington now stands.
The Dutch, however, had not abandoned their
or Delaware River, but, after re
monstrating with the Swedes against their intrusion,
for some years occupied the shores of the river in
claim to the South

common with them. Judge John Clement, of Had"
donfield, in A Sketch of the Life and Character of
Fenwick," published
Friends' Historical
John
by the
Association of Philadelphia, in 1875, on page forty-five,
" About thirty-five years before this time" {i.e.,

says,

English came from New Haven,
1640) "a colony of
and having purchased the land of the Indians made
They
a settlement on Varken's Kill (Salem Creek).
soon found the territory was claimed by the Eng
lish earl, Sir Edmund Ployden, under a grant of
King Charles I., of England, although in reality
under the dominion of the Dutch and Swedes. • They
'
swore fealty to Sir Edmund as the Palatine of Al
bion,'
people
and were the only
within the territory
who recognized his authority.
The Dutch and Swedes

were annoyed by the English being settled so near,
and a military force was sent from New Amsterdam
(New York) to drive them away. Their houses were
burnt, their cattle and goods confiscated, and them

They were, however, per
mitted to return to the place again, build themselves
other houses, and some continued there until the ar
company."
rival of John Fenwick and his.
themselves at
had
re-established
The Dutch, who
selves made prisoners.

evidently misunderstood the temperament and power
of that brave old soldier, Peter Stuyvesant, the
Dutch Governor.
Keeping remarkably quiet until

Their first expedition consisted of the "Key of Cal
" Griffin," with
a ship of war, and the transport

prepared, early in September
everything
of the next year, with seven ships and between six
and seven hundred men, a formidable army in those
days on this continent, he fell upon the Swedish
posts and settlements, carrying everything before him
with the rough hand of war.
Forts, houses, and
plantations were laid waste, cattle killed, and inhab-

In

1631, when

De Vries arrived, he found none of his countrymen
who had preceded him, they having deserted the fort,
which was in the quiet possession of the Indians.

De Vries, whose object was to colonize, plant tobacco
and grain, and establish a whale- and seal-fishery,
erected a trading-house and fort on Lewis Creek, State

of Delaware.
Under extenuating circumstances the
Indians the next year massacred the whole colony.
De Vries returned in 1632, and soon after, finding the
whale-fishery

for Holland.

mer,"

i Hudson re-enteredthe service of the London Company,and in 1610
sought again a northwest passage through Davis1 Straits. His crew
mutinied, abandonedhim, his only son, and somehalf-dozen of his men
who continued faithful. They perished amid the fields of ice in the
vicinity of the bay which bears his name.

he had

¦

years from the discovery of the Delaware not a Euro
pean remained upon its shores.
In 1637 the Swedes appeared upon the Delaware.

a few miles below Camden.

it,

unsuccessful, departed with the colonists
Thus at the expiration of twenty-five

Fort Nassau, below Camden, and built a fort at the
Hoarkills, in 1651, built and settled around Fort
Casimir, at the Swedish town of Stockholm, now
New Castle, Delaware.
The peaceful relations be
tween them and the Swedes did not long continue.
Printz, who had in vain remonstrated, in 1654 de
manded the surrender of the latter fort, which was
refused. Risingh, the Swedish commander, by strat
agem soon after succeeded in capturing
and. the
Dutch were driven from the western shore of the
river.
The Dutch, however, had powerful aid near
by in the settlements of their countrymen at New
Amsterdam, now New York City. The Swedes had

Delaware
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But Peter's time soon came. Ten years afterwards,
Sir Robert Carr and Col. Nichols, with a fleet
and troops appeared before New Amsterdam and took
1665,

Stuyvesant

as unexpectedly
the Swedes. Brave

discreetly

a

is,

Sir Robert then sailed to the Delaware, and by a ju
dicious expenditure of a little gunpowder forced the
submission of the Dutch, and this terminated forever
their rule in that region. Many of the Dutch and
Swedes, however, remained in the country, and both
shores of the Delaware were studded with their plan
tations.
Three Dutch families were settled at Leasy,
or Lazy Point, near where Burlington City now
and one Yegou in 1668 " settled
house of entertain

ment for travellers" at the same point.
Prior to the conquests of the Dutch, Charles II., of
England, made an extensive grant of territory in

America, called Carolina (March 24, 1663), to his
brother the Duke of York, and the expedition for
said conquest was made to obtain possession. On
June 24, 1664, the Duke of York conveyed to John
a

certain tract
Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret
of land in America, "hereafter to be called Nova
Jersey,"
done no doubt by request of
Csesarea, or New

of cavalry under Cromwell, and was detailed as com
mander of cavalry to attend the execution of Charles
Byllynge was brewer of London and an officer
in the army of the Commonwealth.
William Penn,GawenLawrie (or Laurie), and Nich
olas Lucas became joint assignees of Byllynge's in
terest in New Jersey for the benefit of his creditors.
partition
One of their first movements was to make
of the province between them and Sir George Carteret,
which was effected by
dated
deed, quintipartiie,
straight line to be drawn
July
1676, directing
a

the king.

Fenwick located his tenth along the Dela
He
ware River between Oldman's and West Creeks.
major
had studied law at Gray's Inn, London was
debts.

a

Lord Berkeley was soldier of distinction, and com
manded the army against the Scots in 1628.
He was
made Baron of Stratton in 1658, appointed lord lieu
tenant of Ireland in 1670, and ambassador to the
court of Versailles in. 1674.
He was appointed by
the king one of his Privy Council, but was detected in
He was
the basest corruptions and forced to resign.
placed at the head of the Duke of York's establish
ment, but his intercourse with the duke was inter
rupted by similar transactions, and disgrace followed

a

a

naval officer
their exposure. Sir George had been
of high reputation, was appointed Governor of the
island of Jersey, which he defended in the most gal
lant manner against the Parliamentarians, and surren
dered only at the command of King Charles II. He
was created a baronet in 1645, and had offices of honor,
trust, and profit bestowed upon him. He was expelled
participant in leg*
from the House of Commons as
He
islative bribery and other dishonest practices.
was appointed treasurer of Ireland, and continued in
that position by the king while charged with the most
disgraceful abuse of office. Both these men were no
torious for their peculations and breaches of faith
wherever connected with the operations of the gov
But public opinion had no influence with
ernment.

through the province, from north to south, from the
most southerly point of the east side of Little Egg
Harbor to the most northern point or boundary of
the Delaware.
To the divisions were given the names
of East and West New Jersey respectively.1 The as
signees, under the pressure of circumstances, sold

a

fumed, and then

and unprepared as he
Peter fretted and
hauled down his flag.

old

a a

caught

a

authority on the

;

Swedish

it

the

a

1655

Delaware.

ful during the dangers that surrounded him even when
was beyond his power to remunerate them for the
services rendered.
However commendable such sen
timents may be in private life, they should not be
indulged in to the injury of the government.
Lord Berkeley, becoming dissatisfied with the pecu
niary prospects of his colonization scheme, conveyed to
John Fenwick, March 18, 1673, his undivided moiety
of New Jersey, for the sum of one thousand pounds
royalty of forty beaver-skins annually.
sterling and
Edward Byllynge, was soon discovered by his cred
This led
itors, had furnished the purchase-money.
to much bitter controversy, but all parties being
Friends the contest was kept within control of the
society, and settled according to their rules. William
Penn was chosen arbitrator, and discharged the duty
faithfully to all concerned. The decision was that
Fenwick did not really own more than one-tenth,
and that the balance should be used to pay Byllynge's

1,

in

and thus

considerable number of shares of the undivided moiety
purchasers, who thereby became proprie

to different

tors in common with them. These proprietors agreed
upon
form of government, comprising many of the
provisions of the instrument formed by Berkeley and
Carteret, together with others originating with them
a

terminated

to New Amsterdam,

a

The officers and principal men

plundered.

were carried prisoners

it

itants

I.

8

The Constitution or form of government thus
made, and from which have sprung many of the ex
isting institutions of the State, was entitled "The
Concessions and Agreements
of the Proprietors,
selves.

death of his father and during the Commonwealth.
They had adhered to his fortunes, and remained faith

Learning and Spicer's Collection.

1

:

3,

is

a

His Majesty against them, no matter how palpable the
proof.
They had followed him into exile after the

and Inhabitants of ,the Province of
Freeholders,
West New Jersey in America." The original, beau
tifully engrossed on vellum in
well-bound quarto,
preserved in the office of the surveyor-general
of
West Jersey at Burlington.
This instrument was witnessed and signed by the
following proprietors, freeholders, and inhabitants of
West New Jersey, March
1676
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Gawen Lawrie.
Wm. Penn.
Wm. Emley.
Joshua Wright.
Nicholas Lucas.
William Haig.
William Peachee.
Richard Matthews.
John Harris.
Francis Collins.
William Kent.
Benjamin Scot.
Thomas Lambert.
Thomas Hooton.
Henry Stacy.

Edward Byllynge.
Richard Smith.
Edward Nelthrop.
John Penford.
Daniel Wills.

John

Pledger.

Matthew Allen.

Francis Belwicke.
Will. Luswall.

Rich. Wilkison.

Bernard

Christopher

Sanders.
Renear Van Hurst.

Thomas Stokes.

John

Thomas French.

William Johnson.

Isaac Marriott.

Charles Bagley.

John

Rich. Tenemore.
Gruma JacobsOn.
Tho. Scholey.
Tho. Wright.

Devenish.

Samuel Wade.

Butcher.
George Hutcheson.

Tho. Woodrofe.

Tho. Gardner.

John

Smith.

Thos. Pierce.

Will. Warner.
Joseph Ware.
Isaac Smart.

Andrew Thomson.
Thomas Kent.
Henry Jenings.
Richard Wortsaw.
Christopher White.

John
John

Maddocks.
Forrest.

Thomas Eves.

John

Borton.

Snowdon.

Godfrey Hancock.
John Petty.

Abraham Hewlings.

Will. Black.
Anthony Woodhouse.

John Newbould.
John White.
John Roberts.
John Wood.
John Gosling.

Dan. Leeds.

Tho. Revell.

John Paine.
Eleazer Fenton.
Samuel Oldale.

John

Pancoast.

Many of these names were signed long after the
date affixed.
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assistance they agreed to build a town in company,
and the present site of Burlington City was chosen.
Towards the last of October, 1677, some of the
heads of families that came in a ship to Wickaco
(near the Old Swedes*
arrived

Church, Philadelphia)
of Burlington.

at and settled in the neighborhood
Their names were

John Wood and four children.
Thomas Wood, his wife and children.
Robert Murfin, his wife and two children.

his wife and children.
James Pharo, his wife and children.
Susannah Fairnsworth, her children and two ser
Robert Schooley,

Thomas Olive.
Daniel Wills.
William Peachy.
William Clayton.

Morgan Drewet.
William Penn
Henry Jenings.

John

Samuel Lovett.

vants.

Richard Tattersal, his wife and children.
Godfrey Newbold.

William Hibes.

Crips.

Thomas Revell, his wife, children, and servants.
Godfrey Hancock, his wife, children, and servants.
Thomas Potts, his wife and children.

Thomas Eves.
Thomas Harding.

John

John

Thomas Nositer.

Chris. Saunders.
Robert Powell.1

Richard Green.
Peter Fretwell.
John Fretwell.
John Newbold.

Woolston.
William Woodmancy.

Thomas Fairnsworth.

These passengers having arrived late in the fall but
few were able to build themselves log houses before
the winter was much spent. During the interim they

lived in wigwams built after the manner of the In
Indian corn and venison, traded for with the
Indians, was their chief food.
Of the passengers who arrived in the " Willing
Mind", we have not the names of those who settled
at or near Burlington.
dians.

In

the same year, 1677, probably in November,

flie-boat

"Martha,"

the

of Burlington (Yorkshire), ar

rived with one hundred*, and fourteen passengers.
Some of the heads of families that settled in the
vicinity were
William Wood.
Thomas Wright.

Edward Season.
George Miles.
Richard Harrison.
Nathaniel Luke.

Thomas Hooten.
William Oxley.

Marmaduke

Horsman.
William Goforth.

Thomas Schooley.

William Black.

William Ley.

The families
also Thomas

and

Richard Dungworth.

In

December,

1678,

Batts.

the

"Shield,"

from

Hull,

Daniel Towes, master, arrived at Burlington, being
the first ship that ever came so far up the Delaware.
She made fast to a tree, and the next morning landed
her passengers on the ice, so hard had the river sud
In her came
denly frozen.

William Emley, the second time, with his wife, two
(one born by the way), two men and two
women servants.
Mahlon Stacy, his wife, children, and several ser

children

vants, men and women.
Thomas Lambert, his wife, children,
men and women servants.

John Lambert

and several

and servant.

' Smith's Hist. New Jersey, p. 99.

2 Ibid., p. 103.

Hill.

more.3
Heyres, and several
The same year, 1678, there also arrived a ship from

London, in which came
William Hewlings.
John Petty.
Abram Hewlings.

Thomas Kirby.
Jonathan Eldridge, with
others.

About this time, and a few years afterwards, arrived
at Burlington the following settlers from England,

John

Butcher.

John Skein.

Twenty of the passengers, perhaps more, were living

forty-five years afterwards.2

George

Woolman.
Benjamin Duffeld.
William Cooper.

;

Hull.

John

John

Samuel Taylor.

John

Barns, a merchant from

Francis Bar wick.
George Parks.

William Brightwin.
John Bourten.
Thomas Ellis.

John Lynam.

of Robert Stacy and Samuel Odas

Ellis

Dewsbury.

Samuel Bunting.
Thomas Mathews.
John Day.

William Biddle.
Thomas Raper.

Henry Grubb.
Thomas Gardner.
Seth Smith.

James Satterthwait.
John Stacy.

John Payne.
John Shinn.

John Warrel.
Charles Read.

Chris. Wetherill.
Richard Basnett.
Samuel Furnace.
Roger Huggins.
William Butcher.

John

Budd.

Walter Pumphrey.
Richard Arnold.
Thomas Eves.
Samuel Cleft.

William Biles.
Anthony Morris.
Francis Collins.

John Dewsbury.
John Antrom.
John Ladd.

Thomas Wood.4

The following notice of the early settlement of
Burlington by the English, communicated to the His
torical Society of Pennsylvania by John F. Watson,
was copied from the original autograph of Mrs. Mary
Smith, a Friend, who arrived with the primitive col
onists when she was only four years of age :
» Ibid., p. 109.

4 Ibid., pp. 109-110.
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"Robert Murfin and Ann, his wife, living in Nottinghamshire-,Eng
land, had one daughter horn there in the year 1G74,the 4th of the 2d
month, named Mary * (the writer of this account,who married the first
Daniel Smith, of Burlington). After that they had a son called Robert.
" Some time after it camein their minds to movethemselvesand fam
ily into West Jersey in America; and in order thereto they went to
Hull and provided provisions suitable for their necessary occasions,
such as fine fluur, butter, cheese,with other suitable commoditiesin good
'Shield,'
of Stockton,
store; then took their passagein the goodship, the
with Mahlon Stacy, Thomas Lambert, and many more families of good
repute and worth ; and in the voyage there were two diedand two born,
so that they landed as many as they took on board. And after about
sixteen weoks1sailing, or on board, they arrived at Burlington in the
year 1678,this being thofirst ship that ever was known to comeso high
up the Delaware river. Then they landed and madesomeMich dwell
ings as they could for the present time, some in caves and others in
palisade-housessecured. With that the Indians, very numerous but
very civil, for tho most pnrt brought corn anil venisonand sold the Eng
lish for such things as they needed,so that the said English had some
new supply to help their old stock, which may well be attributed to tho
good hand of Providence boto preserveand provide in such a wilderness,
may not omit some English that came the year before, which
landed lower down the river and were gotten to Burlington, who came
in somesmall vesselsup to Burlington before us, and was bo consented
to by the Indians.
"The first comers,with the others that camenear that time, madean
agreement with the Indians for their land, being after this manner:
From the river to such and such creeks,and wasto be paid in goodsafter
this manner, say, so many match-coats,guns, hatchets, hoes, kettles—
two full boxes— with other materials, all in number as agreed upon by
both Indians and English. "When these goods were gotten from Eng
land and the Indians paid, then theabove-mentionedpeoplesurrendered
some part of the land to Bettle themselvesnear the river, for they did
not dare to go far from it at first.
" must not forget that thesevaliant subjects,both to God and their
king, did buy their land in old England before they entered (upon this

"I

I

engagement),and after all this did submit themselvesto meanliving,
taking it with thankfulness, mean and coarse,as pounding Indian corn
one day for the next day, for there was no mill, except some few steedmills, and (we) thought so well of this kind of hard living that never
heard them say, ' I would had never come!' which is worth observing,
considering how plentifully they lived in England. It seemsno other
than the hand of God so to send them to prepare a place for the future
generations.
wish they that come after may considerthesethings,and
not be like the children of Israel after they were settledin the land of
Canaan, forgetting the God of their fathers and following their own
vanities, and so bring displeasure instead of the blessings of God upon
themselves,which fall and loss will be very great on all such.
"It may be observedhow God's providence made room for us in a

I

I

I

wonderful manner in taking away the IndianB. There came a distem
per2amongthem somortal that they could not bury all the dead. Others
went away, leaving their town. It was said that an old Indian king
spoke prophetically before his death, and said, ' the English should in
"
creaseand the Indians decrease.'1
1 Mary Smith wasfound drownedwith her horsein 1739,near the Long
Bridge, in Northern Liberties, Philadelphia, —supposedto haveoccurred
while attempting to water her horse; that was then the direct and only
Burlington."
"road to
2 This was the smallpox, which from the manner of their treatment,
by sweating and then plunging into cold waterswasvery fatal. Thomas
Budd, who owned a share of propriety in West Jersey, and ancestorof
a large family there, who arrived at Burlington in 1708,in a pamphlet
describing the country about nine or ten years afterwards,says,in re
gard to a conference at Burlington with the Indians shortly after he
came into the country, one of them, in behalf of the rest, in a speech,
said, "And as to the smallpox, it was once in my grandfather's time,
and it could not be the English that could Bendit to us then, there being
no English in the country; and it was once in my father's time, they
could not send it us then neither ; and now it is in my time, do not be
lieve that they have sentit us now ; do believeit is the man abovethat
hath sent it us."* The diseasewas brought among them by the Dutch.

I

I

* Mary Smith wasaBcertainlya Christian as the Indian wasa heathen.
They both, however, agree as to the sourcefrom whence camethe dread
ful pestilence. The heathen though arrives at his conclusion through a
more Christian view than the Christian does. Perhaps the Christian did
not recognize the fact that God mado the Indians as well as the whites.
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Mahlon Stacy, whose veracity we hardly think will
be doubted, in a letter to his brother Revell, written
have traveled through most
in 1680, says,
of the places that are settled, and in some that are
find the country very apt to
not, and in every place

"... I

I

I

have seen
answer the expectation of the diligent.
orchards laden with fruit to admiration, their very
limbs torn to pieces with the weight, and most de

licious to the taste, and
seen an apple-tree from a

lovely to behold. I have
pippin kernel yield a bar

rel of curious cyder; and peaches in such plenty that
some people took their carts a peach gathering. . . .
They . . . hang almost like our onions that are tied
on ropes. " As this letter was written but two years
after the first occupation of the country by the Eng
lish, these orchards must have been planted by the
Indians, Dutch, or Swedes, and our forefathers must
have found their new homes a pleasant land to live
in. In the same letter Stacy speaks of cranberries,
with which " an excelleut sauce is made for venison,
fowls,"
makes'
and which
turkeys, and other great
;"
"better tarts than either gooseberries or cherries
" of great shoals of herrings in the shallows," and
"other fish, such as rocks, catfish, shad, sheep-heads,
"and of fowls plenty, such as ducks,
geese, turkies,

pheasants,

partridges,"

etc.

Burlington at this period — 1680 — was the only town
in West Jersey except New Salem, in Fenwick's col
ony. Let us glance at East Jersey : Bergen, the old
est European settlement in New Jersey, was a com
pact town which had been fortified against the Indians,
Newark was
and iti 1680 contained seventy families.
settled in 1666 by emigrants from Connecticut, and
Elizabeth,
in 1682 contained one hundred families.
which received its name from Lady Elizabeth Car
teret, was the third settlement made in the State, and
In 1682 it contained about
the first by the English.
Shrewsbury, whicii was
five hundred inhabitants.
first settled by emigrants from Connecticut in 1664,
had in 1682 several thousand acres under cultivation,
About 1678,
of four hundred.
and a population
Thomas Olive built a grist-mill near the Rancocas,
In 1679, Mahlon Stacy
the first in West Jersey.
built a similar mill where Trenton now stands. In
1681 the first colonists to Pennsylvania arrived in
three ships at the present site of Philadelphia, and it
was not until the next year, 1682, that the city was
In 1682-83, William Penn built a stately
located.
pile of buildings that cost nearly thirty-five thousand
dollars, on the west shore of the Delaware, a few
miles above the town of Burlington, which was called
" Penn's Palace." There he often entertained In
meetings,3
dians, and held treaty covenants, religious
etc.

The popular belief that the historic log cabin of
the frontiersmen was introduced into America by our
English forefathers is erroneous.
The journal of
3 Watson'sAnnals of Philadelphia, vol. xi. p. 101.
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Jasper Dankers

and Peter Sluyter, two Dutch Labadists, who visited the colonies in 1679-80, a transla
tion of which was recently published by the Long
states,-

Island Historical Society,
in speaking of Mah
lon Stacy's house at " the falls of the South River,
Trenton :" " Most of the English and

many others
have their houses made of nothing but clapboards,
as they call them there, in this manner: they first
made a wooden frame, the same as they do in West

phalia and at Altona, but not so strong; they then
split the boards of clapwood, so they are like coopers'

specific
being elected. The owner of any
number of acres, having no interest in the undivided
origi
remainder, has no right to vote. Many of the
and
in
proprietors
province;
nal
never came into the
consequence of their heirs failing to claim rights,
only about twenty persons are now known to be pro
voting.and

They meet annually at Burlington ; but as
unloeated
the
property is of little value, and is be
coming less and less every year, it is probable that
in time they will cease to act, and the State will by
law provide for the preservation of their valuable
prietors.

pipe-staves, excepting they are not bent. These are
made very thin with a large knife, so that the thickest
end is about a pinck [little finger] thick, and the
other is made sharp, like the edge of a knife. They

records.

are about five or six feet long, and are nailed on the
outside of the frame, with the ends lapped over each
other.
They are not usually laid so close together as

ditional dividends have been made, assigning, in all,
thirty-five thousand acres to each.

As has been shown, titles to land in New Jersey
Individuals
are derived from the English crown.
were forbidden to purchase land from the Indians
without the consent of the proprietors.
Deeds from
Indian claimants are held by some of the .present
but unless patents or surveys were also ob
tained, the legal title rests upon possession, and not
upon the deeds.
The proprietors were careful to pur
chase the land of the Indians, and in West Jersey no
grants or surveys were allowed until the Indian title
owners;

was extinguished.

Every foot of soil claimed by the
Indians has been obtained from them by fair and vol
"
untary purchase. In West Jersey the concessions and
agreements"
regulated
of 1676
the government and
"Head-lands"
the mode of acquiring title to land.
were to be granted . to settlers, and commissioners
were appointed to regulate the setting forth and

dividing

Afterwards
them.
commissioners
were
elected by the Legislature.
The quantity of land
appropriated in this way does not appear to have
It was originally intended to run out
been large.
the province into tenths, fronting on the Delaware ;

but this was never fully carried out, counties having
been established as soon as the convenience of the

In 1678 the proprietors
demanded it.
resolved to constitute a proprietary council of repre
sentatives, elected yearly from among themselves.
At first the number was fixed at eleven, afterwards
inhabitants

at nine, five of whom were chosen from Burlington.
According to an ancient usage, the proprietor of a
thirty-second part of a hundredth has the right of

A rule was
approved, and ordered to be recorded.
adopted at an early date that surveys should not ex
tend to both sides of a navigable stream. Prior to
1700 surveyors were sent by several of the proprietors
into the southern part of the State, who ran out (as
with
mariner's compass, and often on
horseback) surveys of from five to twelve thousand

tradition

acres each on the most accessible rivers and creeks.

An allowance of five acres in the hundred was made
for highways, which accounts for the fact that lands
were so long taken in this State for roads without
compensation to the owner.
In 1719 an act of the Legislature was passed, di
recting that the surveyor-generals
of East and West

public office in Perth Amboy
Jersey should hold
and Burlington, where all surveys should be recorded.
Formerly, when
became necessary to prove title,
the regular chain of deeds, in some cases even from
the king down, were produced in evidence as the only
valid foundation for the survey. In process of time
the courts took judicial notice of the original grants
as matters of authentic history, and since the act of
1787 (Title Limitation,
Nixon's Dig.) the record of
survey duly inspected and recorded
received as
prima facie evidence of
good title. Until the act of
is

of

logs.

3,

mode,"

a

to the Swedish

Upon the return
lands.
any of the unappropriated
of the survey, and its certification by the surveyorgeneral to the Council, it is by them inspected and

a

made according

as

a

" being

Hendricks, which he describes

it

house of Jacob

share was first

upon presenting his title to the Council obtains an
order for a warrant, which authorizes the surveyorgeneral to survey a specified number of acres from

is,

are most all the English houses in this country,
except those they have built by people of other
nations."
Near Burlington, Dankers slept at the

a

or the boards being crooked.
When it is cold and
windy the best people plaster them with clay. Such

each proprietor's

Titles in West Jersey are derived from some one of
Regular
the original proprietors of the hundredths.
conveyance
are made either of a fractional
deeds of
part or of a specified number of acres. A proprietor

1838 surveys were proved by producing a witness who
could swear that he had compared the copy with the

original

record.1

Extracted from Collections of New Jersey Historical Society,vol. vii.
Tho Constitution and Government of the Province and Stuto of New
Jersey, by Lucius Q. C. Elmer, LL.D. Newark, 1872.
1

to prevent you from sticking a finger between them
in consequence either of their not being well joined

A dividend of

fixed at five thousand two hundred acres, but it was
soon enlarged to twenty-five thousand acres. Six ad
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" have power or authority to* rule over
its language,
men's conscience in religious matters; therefore it is
agreed and ordained that no person or persons what

soever, within the said Province, shall at any time
hereafter, in any way or upon any pretence whatever,
be called in question, or in the least punished or hurt,

if,

other duty whatever was, upon any color or pretence,
how specious soever, to be imposed upon the inhabit
ants of the Province without the consent and au
thority of the General Assembly. It would seem as

it

with prophetic spirit, they had foreseen the very form
in which tyranny would assail them. So dear to them
was the right of trial by jury that their language in
almost savors of refinement and borders
relation to
upon excess.
The justices were to sit with the twelve
men of the neighborhood, to assist them in matters of
1

Learning and Spicer's Grants and Concessions,p. 12. W. Bradford,
Philadelphia, 1758.
Collections of New Jersey Historical Society, vol. ill. Bichard P.
Field, 1849,New York.
2

¦

either in person, privilege, or estate, for the sake of
his opinion, judgment, faith, or worship in matters
religion."
Never was there a more comprehen
of
religious
toleration, and never was it vio
sive act of
lated, either in its letter or its spirit. Following Mr.
" No tax, custom, subsidy, assessment, or any
Field,

;

These concessions were declared to be their com
mon law, their great charter
they were to be read
at the beginning and the dissolving of every General
Free Assembly, and they were also directed to be
writ on fair tables in every hall of justice in the prov
ince, and read by the magistrates in solemn manner
four times every year in the presence of
people,

"it

being intended and resolved, by the help of the
Lord and these our Concessions, that every person in
habiting the said Province shall, as far as in us lies, be
slavery." "
free from oppression and
Precious
words!

And how should our hearts overflow with gratitude to
it

now,"
God that
over two centuries " since this pious
purpose was first announced, we live to see
realized.
not to be found in the whole history of our
There

in interesting scenes, an incident
country, rich as
as the first settlement of West Jersey by
the Quakers."
so beautiful

Nor were the settlers of West Jersey satisfied with
the mere declaration of their rights and privileges.
They were always ready to assert and vindicate them
whenever they were questioned or assailed.
Thus
when the agent of the Duke of York at the Hoarkills

persisted in exacting customs of all vessels ascending
the Delaware to New Jersey, the Quaker settlers re
monstrated against
so earnestly that the duke,
wearied by their importunity, referred the matter to
To the commissioners they then ad
commissioners.
dressed themselves, and in support of their claim to
exemption delivered an argument couched in the

language of intelligent freemen, and breathing the
very spirit of Anglo-Saxon liberty. This argument
was attended, as
deserved to be, with triumphant
free and inde
success, and West Jersey became
pendent province.
The concessions provided among
other things that the management of the estate and
a

1702.

West Jersey was governed according to the pro
" The concessions and agreements of the
visions of
proprietors, freeholders, and inhabitants of the Prov
America,"
dated March
ince of West New Jersey in
3, 1676, and signed by William Penn, Gawen Lawrie,
Nicholas Lucas, and one hundred and forty-six others.
Of this instrument Mr. Richard S. Field, in a dis
course * read before the New Jersey Historical Society,
" A more beautiful fabric of free government
says,
was never reared. It should be forever embalmed in
Jerseymen."
the memory of
earth,"
such is
"No man nor number of men upon

were to receive for their services a shilling a day, that
thereby they might be known to be the servants of
people."
the

is

in

and oblige themselves to be faithful to their constitu
ents
indentures under their hand and seal. They

it

and West Jersey by means of the quintipartite deed
of 1676. After this the government of the two prov
inces was distinct until the surrender of Queen Anne

Members of the Assembly
by overbearing judges.
were to be chosen by ballot, to receive instructions
at large from those who sent them, and to covenant

it

with all and every the Adventurers, and all such as
shall settle or plant there." * Under this instrument,
which was republican in its character, a government
was commenced, and with some interruption, occa
sioned by the Dutch conquest and other causes, con
tinued until the partition of the province into East

have done, — language prompted, no doubt, by the
bitter recollection of the way in which the rights of
juries had so often been trampled upon in England

it

by them Feb. 10, 1664, under the title of "The Con
cessions and Agreement of the Lords Proprietors of
the Province of New Csesaria or New Jersey, to and

then one of the twelve, by consent of the rest, was to
pronounce their own judgment as the justices should

by

The government of New Jersey was first established
by Berkeley and Carteret, who claimed to derive the
right from the grant of the Duke of York.
They
framed in England a Constitution, which was signed

is

CIVIL

law, and to pronounce each judgment as they should re
was de
ceive from the twelve men, in whom alone,
clared, the judgment resided and in case of the neglect
or refusal of the justices to pronounce such judgment,

it
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affairs of the province be committed to commissioners
appointed by the proprietaries, with power to divide
and sell the lands, to lay out towns, and generally to
govern the province according to the concessions
until March, 1680, after which the one hundred pro
prietaries were to be divided into ten divisions or

HISTORY OF BURLINGTON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

annually.

Some of the Governors were appointed by the pro
prietors and others by the Legislature, which latter
body appears to have appointed all the other officers

Under the
necessary to carry on the government.
proprietary government the courts of West Jersey
consisted, in the first place, of a court for small causes,
held by a single justice of the peace, having jurisdic
tion only in actions of debt under forty shillings,
with a right of appeal to the County Court.1 County
Courts, or Courts of Sessions, as they were called,
were first established by act of Assembly for Burling
ton and Salem, in 1682.
They were to be held four
times a year by the justices of the peace in each
county.
They seem to have had unlimited jurisdic
tion in all cases, civil and criminal, with this single
exception, that they could not try offenses of a capital
nature.
It. is an interesting fact that up to 1693
there was really no tribunal in West Jersey compe
The first set
tent to try offenses of a capital nature.
tlers—the peaceful Quakers — appeared to be almost

unwilling to suppose that such a horrible crime could
It was, however,
be committed in their community.
provided that whenever a person should be found
guilty of murder or treason, the sentence and way of
execution were to be left to the. General Assembly to
determine as they in the wisdom of the Lord should
judge meet and expedient.2 These Courts of Sessions
were the great courts of West Jersey, and for a long
In
time there was no appeal from their decisions.
1693,3

however, a Supreme Court of Appeals was
erected, consisting of one or more of the justices of

each county and one or more of the Governor's
Council for the time being, any three of whom, one
being of the Council, were to constitute a quorum.

This court, as originally organized, was strictly an ap
pellate tribunal, but in 1699, during the administra
tion of Governor Hamilton, its title and constitution
change.4

It was then called
the Provincial Court, and was composed of three
judges, to be chosen by the House of Representatives,
and one or more of the justices of each county, of
whom any three of the said justices, in conjunction
with two of the said judges, were to be a quorum. It
was to be held twice a year in each county, to have
underwent an essential

original

well as appellate jurisdiction, and when
the matter in controversy amounted to twenty pounds
as

there was to be an appeal from its judgment to the
In 1693 a Court of Oyer and
General Assembly.
Terminer was established for the trial of capital
crimes, to be composed of a judge appointed by the

Governor and Council, assisted by two or more jus
tices of the county where the crime was committed.
There are no traces of a Court of Chancery in West
Law was
Jersey under the proprietary government.
i Grunts and Concessions,p, 600,
3 Ibid., p. 517.

' Ibid., p. 404.

* Ibid., p. 663.

It

made to the crown.
Upon the assumption of the government by Queen
Anne, in 1702, Edward Hyde, Lord Cornbury, a
grandson of the illustrious Clarendon and a^cousin of
the queen, was appointed the first royal Governor of
the united provinces of East and West Jersey. He

was a weak, corrupt, and tyrannical man, who dis
graced the sovereign whose representative he was,
and dishonored the noble ancestry from which he
sprung.5
He was appointed to hold office during the
pleasure of the crown.

The commission and instructions accompanying
drawn with great care and ability, contained the Con
stitution under which the government of the prov

ince was administered, with but little variation, until
the adoption of the Constitution of 1776.
They con
tained the main features of the British Constitution,
as improved by the revolution of 1688.
The execu
tive power was confided to the Governor, with the

advice of twelve counselors, appointed occasionally
by the crown, but more commonly by the Governor,
six of whom resided in each division of the colony.
The legislative power was vested in the Governor, the

Council, and
General Assembly.
The Assembly
was convened, adjourned, and dissolved at the pleas
ure of the Governor and Council, and elected by vir
tue of writs issued. by their authority, two by the
inhabitants and householders of the town of Burling
ton, and ten by the freeholders of West Jersey. No
law could be passed without the Governor's assent.
In 1709 they passed an act reciting that the present
Constitution was found inconvenient, and to remedy
the same enacted that after the dissolution of the presUpon Ills removal from officehe
was thrown into jail by his exasper
ated creditors,from which he was not releaseduntil
tho death"of his
father, the Earl of Clarendon.
5

.

in all their courts upon very
must be remembered that
nearly all the disputes arising among the Quakers —
and nearly all the first settlers were Quakers —were
kept within control of that society and settled accord
ing to the rules of the same, — equity. The laws enacted
provincial- government of West Jersey do not
by the
appear to have been printed until such of them as
were extant were collected by Learning and Spicer.
They were sent in manuscript to the counties and read
at public assemblies of the people.
None of these
laws are now in force.
We now come to the period of the surrender. The
claim of the proprietors to exercise the powers of
government had been for some years questioned ; a
quowarranto was actually depending in the Court of
King's Bench, the object of which was to test its val
idity, and the increasing number and conflicting
views of the proprietors rendered the possession of
such powers of doubtful utility.
Difficulties arose,
and the proprietors joined those of East Jersey, and
an absolute and unconditional surrender of them was
probably administered
equitable principles.

it,

tribes of men, each division to elect one commissioner

a
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ent Assembly the representatives should be chosen by
majority of votes of the freeholders in each
county having one hundred acres of land in his own
right, or be worth fifty pounds, and that the person
the

elected should have one thousand acres of land, or be
worth five hundred pounds. Two were to be elected

15

The Governor and Council were empowered to
erect such courts as they should think necessary, and
to appoint judges and all other necessary officers
and magistrates, and were instructed not to remove
any.of the judges or other officers without good cause,
to be signified to the crown, and not to express any

for each of the towns of Burlington and Salem, and
two for each of the then four counties of West Jersey.
Perfect equality was preserved between the two divis

limitation of time in the commissions.
By virtue of
their power they granted patents establishing and alter
ing the boundaries of townships, constituted municipal

ions of the colony.
Hunterdon County was established in 1714, but
continued to choose -representatives in conjunction
with Burlington until 1727, when it was authorized
to choose two, and the town of Salem was deprived
of its separate representative.
In 1725 an act was

and other corporations, and established and regulated
ferries, and by ordinances established courts of jus
tice, defined their powers, appointed the times and

passed requiring the sheriff and other officer to whom
a writ of election was directed to give public notice
of the day and place of election, and on that day,
between the hours of ten and twelve, to proceed to
the election ; that he should not declare the choice
upon the view, — i.e., from a vote by holding up of
hands, —nor adjourn without the consent of the can
didates, but should, if a poll was required, proceed
from day to day and time to time until all the electors
then and there present be polled, and he was required
to appoint a clerk, who should set down the names of
the electors and the persons they voted for. This
mode of election continued for some time after the
Revolution. The polls generally closed the first day.
In 1789, in consequence of the rivalry between East
and West Jersey as to whether the seat of the United
States government

should be temporarily
at New
or Philadelphia, the polls were kept open in
some of the western counties three or four weeks.
Voting by ballot appears to have been introduced

York

after the Revolution. It was practiced in some of
In
the counties in 1779, but was soon discontinued.
1783 and 1790 the election by ballot was restored and
required in some, and in 1797 in all the counties.
(1702) until 1776 there were
Assemblies, some of which continued
but one and others eight years. In 1768 an act was
passed that a General Assembly should be held once
in seven years at least. The Assembly first elected

From the surrender

but. twenty-two

after this act was dissolved at the end of three years;
The
that convened in 1772 dissolved itself in 1776.
number and duration of the sittings of the several
were very diverse, there having been on
some occasions five or six within one year, and on
others there was an interval of two and once of five
years without an Assembly being convened.
All the
Assemblies

provincial officers of the colony and counties, even
the clerks of the Assembly, were appointed directly
by the crown or by the Governor and Council. For
several years the proprietors in England had much
influence in the appointment of officers. Occasion
ally the officers appointed by the Governor and
Council were superseded by direct appointments from
the crown.

places at which they should be held, and regulated
the fees.
Lord Cornbury, the first Governor, promulgated an
1704, and of it Richard S. Field, in his
account of the provincial courts of New

in

ordinance
interesting
Jersey,1

" He is entitled to the credit of
having
laid the foundation of our whole judicial system, and
laid it well." Justices were to have cognizance of
cases to the value of forty shillings.
In each county
says,

there was established a Court of Common Pleas and
a Court of General Sessions of the peace, each with
quarterly terms; and for the province, a Supreme
Court, to sit once in each year at Perth Amboy and at

Burlington. In 1714 the Supreme Court was required
to hold two terms yearly in each place, and courts for
the trial of issues were appointed to be held yearly in
each county. The constitution and powers of the courts
remained the same, except that in 1724 the jurisdic
tion of the Common Pleas was restricted so as to ex
cept causes wherein the right or title of any lands were

in any wise concerned.
The jurisdiction of these
several courts remains to this day as established by
the ordinance of 1724.
The only material changes
since made in the system first established have been
Orphans'
the establishment of an
Court in each
county, and the giving to the Circuit Courts orig

inal jurisdiction in all cases at common law, includ-'
ing cases where the title to land is in question, and
equity powers in mortgage cases.
The original in
provided

structions

the Governor

and

for appeals

Council in

from the courts to

where the sum
exceeded one hundred pounds, with an unlimited ap
peal to the king's Privy Council where the sum ex
ceeded two hundred pounds. Lord Cornbury provided
cases

by ordinance that the Governor or Lieutenant-Gov
ernor for the time being and any three of the'Council should constitute a Court of Chancery.
Governor

Franklin in
ordained

1770 issued an ordinance

that

by which it was

His Excellency William Franklin

be
chancellor, and empowered to appoint
such masters, clerks, examiners, registers, and other
necessary officers as should be needful in holding said
The constitution and powers of this court re
court.
constituted

main unaltered, except that the Governor is no longer
The office of register has been abolished,
chancellor.
1 Collections of New Jersey Historical Society, vol. iii., 1840.
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and the appointment

of a writ, to summons grand juries for the county in
which the Supreme Court sat, who inquired and made
presentments, and passed on indictments for offenses
Other criminal cases were
committed in that county.

The ecclesiastical jurisdiction was reserved to the
Bishop of London, excepting only " the collating to

brought there by the attorney-general, or on special
Trial by a jury of the county
leave by the defendant.
in which the offense was alleged to have been com
mitted or the cause of action arose were quite fre

of a clerk conferred on the Gov
ernor .and Senate. No appeal was provided for until
enacted that an appeal
1799, when the Legislature
might be taken to the Court of Errors and Appeals.

benefices, granting licenses for marriages, and the
wills,"
probate of
which were assigned to the Gov
ernor. By virtue of this grant he became ordinary-

of the province, having all the powers in regard
to the estates of deceased persons which in Eng
land belonged to the courts of the bishop and arch
bishop.
As judge, therefore, of the " Prerogative
Court,"
he had sole and exclusive jurisdiction of mat
ters relating to wills, to administrations, and to guar
dianships, with no superior but the king and his Privy
Council.
It being inconvenient and almost impossible for the
people in all parts of the province to resort to the
Governor, especially when he resided in New York,
he appointed deputies, called surrogates, to act for
Michael Kearney, in 1720, was commissioned
him.
surrogate- of the province.
He had full power to
swear the witnesses to last wills and testaments, and
on the estates of persons
to admit administrations
dying intestate, and administer the oaths to executors
for the due execution of their
and administrators
offices, and take their bonds in his name, to call to
account and reckoning with executors and adminis
trators, and their accounts to examine, approve, allow,
discharge, and quietus thereupon to give and
grant, and the balance of said account to receive, for
which he was to be accountable to him. Afterwards
one was appointed for each division, and as occasion
and

required one for two or three counties, and sometimes
They were re
more than one in the same county.
The pro
movable at the pleasure of the Governor.
bate of wills and other official acts were generally in
his name and under his hand and official seal. The
acts of these surrogates were recognized as valid by
the courts. When disputes arose they were settled in
the Prerogative Court.
Orphans'
Courts were established, and pro
In 1784,
vision was made for one surrogate in each county.

The original jurisdiction of the ordinary remained as.
;•
before until 1820 it was restricted to the granting
probates
of wills, letters of administration, letters
of
of guardianship, and to the hearing and finally de
termining of disputes that may arise thereon. In

these matters it is still concurrent with that of the
Orphans'
Surrogates'
Courts ; and from all orders
and
Orphans'
Court an appeal may be
and decrees of the
Prerogative
In 1822 the appoint
Court.
taken to the
ment of the surrogate was given to the joint meeting,
and so remained until the new Constitution provided
for his election by a popular vote.
The Supreme Court was invested with plenary

jurisdiction in criminal
about 1794

it was

as well as

civil

cases.

Until

the practice of the sheriff, by virtue

quent.
Special

of Oyer and Terminer until
trial of felonies in the differ
ent counties when considered necessary, and regularly
at the times of the yearly Circuit Courts.
The com
mission continued in force a certain specified time, —
commissions

1794 were issued for the

a few days or several months.
Clerks of the courts
were appointed by the Governor, to hold office during
his pleasure.
One or more clerks of the circuit at
tended the sittings in the counties, and kept their own
minutes.1 The Oyer and Terminer as well as the

Circuit were regarded
Court, and
control.

as branches of the Supreme
the proceedings therein subject to its

The sheriff, justices of the peace, the mayor and
other officials of any corporation within the counties,
and all officers of the courts were required to be at
tending on the chief justice and other justices going
the circuit at his coming into and leaving the several
counties, and during his abode within the same ; and
the practice, as it was in England until the introduc
tion of railways, was for the sheriff1, with as many
justices and other gentlemen on horseback as he could
conveniently collect, to await the arrival of the judge
at the county line, and escort him to his lodgings. At
the opening and closing of the court from day to day
the sheriff and constables, with their staves of office,
escorted him from and to his place of lodging to the

court-house.
When sitting in court the justices of
the Supreme Court wore a robe of office, and com
In 1765 the Supreme Court promul
monly a wig.
gated a rule requiring counselors
(excepting those of
the people called Quakers) practicing in the Supreme
Court or any of the courts on the circuit, when ap

"

pearing in court, to be habited in the bar gown and
band commonly worn by barristers at Westminster
and on the circuits in England, under a penalty of a
contempt of this rule."
It continued to be observed
until 1791, when upon a petition of the leading coun
selors the rule was rescinded.
Justices of the Supreme Court appear at first to
have been appointed without any express limitations,
but were removable

for cause, made known to the
Chief Justice Morris, as early as 1738, w'as
commissioned during good behavior, and this appears

king.

to have been afterwards the usual tenure until
1776,
when it was changed to the very questionable term

1A book containing such
minutesof the Oyer and Terminer and Circuit
Courts held in most of the counties from 1749to
1762is preserved in
the dork's officeof Middlesex County.
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which authorized

the choice by the inhabitants of
constables, overseers of the highways and poor, as
sessors and collectors.
An act in 1717 required the
inhabitants of all the townships to elect annually as
and collectors of taxes. Constables, except in
the patent townships, were appointed yearly by the
Courts of General Sessions of the several counties.1

sessors

CHAPTER
COLONIAL

WARS.

story of Burlington's part
that of the State, is almost lost to
eral movements of the regiments,
of the officers, and perhaps men,

The

V.

in these wars, like
history.
The gen
the names of a few

a few letters, treas
ured among family papers for many generations, and
an occasional item are all that time's destroying hand
has left to remind us of the first wars of our fathers.
among the Quaker element
that constituted the preponderating part of the popu

It can readily be supposed,

lation of this county, that the raising of troops was
not looked upon with any favor, in fact they expelled
from their society all those that openly favored it.
Yet it must be remembered that the young men of
the community, those capable of bearing arms, were
the first generation of Americans, reared in a new and
wild country, used to traversing the woods with the
axe or gun in search of deer and other game, the
very class of people, had it not been for the moral
restraints in which they had been reared, that would
with ardor have embarked upon an expedition prom
ising novel and exciting scenes.

It

must be remembered

the first settlers witnessed

England,"
as most of them affectionately
in " Old
termed their native land, long scenes of strife and war,
and not a few had been soldiers in the civil wars that
William Biddle, who settled
disturbed the kingdom.
1 Extracted from Collections of New Jersey Historical Society,vol. vii.
The Constitution and Government of the Province and State of New
Jersey, etc., by Lucius Q. C. Elmer, LL.D. Newark, 1872.
2

is,

a

a

army, and Maj. John Fenwick, as equally
Christian but somewhat belligerent Friend,
commanded the cavalry at the execution of Charles
Cromwell's

sincere

I.

iron government and successful wars, the
battles of his generals upon his death, the restorar
tion of the Stuarts in the person of Charles II., in
Cromwell's

1660, the attempt

of Charles to seize almost absolute
power, which resulted in the national liberty gained
in the famous Habeas Corpus Act in 1679, the acces

sion of the Catholic king, James II., to the throne of
England, the descent in 1688 on England of the
Prince of Orange (William III., husband of Mary,
James II.'s daughter by Anne Hyde) with
Dutch
a

have the care of the county business until the act of
1798 incorporated the freeholders alone.
Some of the townships were established by patents

near where Kinkora

the exemplary Christian and
leader of the
major in
Friends, had served with gallantry as

now

fleet and army, the landing of James II. in Ireland,
and the decisive battle of the Boyne in 1690, which

overthrew Catholicism in the British Kingdom, the
union of England and Holland under the same prince,
William III., who was stadtholder, captain, and
admiral-general
of the republic, and the intrigues
and designs that followed, — these were the stirring
events that transpired during the lifetime of many of
the first settlers, and hardly a ship arrived from Eng
land that brought not rumors of
of treaties,
alliances, or leagues between the ambitious monarchs

of Europe in which England was not interested. To
proper insight into the feelings and thoughts
obtain
of the early settlers these events, in which they were
naturally more or less- interested, must not be over
looked.

As early

as 1704, Governor Lord Cornbury, in his
to the Assembly, advises
bill for regulating
the militia, and the year prior we find the names of
Col. Richard Townley and Capt. John Harrison.'2
message

May

a

constituting a quorum, should appoint assessors and
The board thus constituted continued to
collectors.

on the banks of the Delaware

a

" during

a

Sheriffs were first appointed

4,

pleasure,"

but in 1747 an act of the Legislature
was passed limiting the term of office to three years,
and rendering them incapable of holding the office
again for three years.
In 1714 an act was passed to raise money for build
ing and repairing jails and court-houses. It also au
thorized the election of two freeholders to serve for
one year, who together with the justices of the peace
of each county, or any three of them, one whereof

our

1702,

England, under Queen Anne, who
III. in 1702, declared war against

succeeded William

France.
The latter actively prosecuted the same
against the northern provinces, penetrating as far as
the Merrimac River, and burning the town of Hav

Upon the entreaty of New England the con
quest of Arcadia, Canada, and Newfoundland
was
contemplated in 1709.
The quota from New Jersey
erhill.

at two hundred troops.
The Assembly
acted with spirit, appropriating three thousand pounds
and encouraging the enlistment of volunteers. These
men were divided into three companies without fieldwas fixed

Capt. John Harrison and First Lieut. John
Ruydiard are the only officers whose names we can
Whether any New Jersey troops partici
ascertain.
pated in the attack and capture of Port Royal, Nova
Scotia, by Col. Nicholson, in the early part of Octo
officers.

ber, 1710, we know not. Animated by his success the
colonel again urged upon the ministry the reduction
of Canada, which had been strongly recommended
Journal and Votes of the House of Representativesof New Jersey,
1703. J. H. Lyon, Jersey City, 1872. StateDoc, pp. 20-28.
2

of seven years.
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He was the founder of the House of Hanover,
and was succeeded by his son, George II., in 1727.
A misunderstanding having existed for several years
between England and Spain in the West Indies, war
1714.

a

Admiral Ver
was declared by the former in 1739.
body of troops under Lord
non, with a fleet and
Cathcart, was dispatched against the Spanish islands,
and aid was asked from the American colonies. New
Jersey on this, as upon other occasions, showed the same

it

sent to the bill, and
province participated

is

a

alacrity in aiding the mother-country, and promptly
passed bill for raising, transporting, and supporting
her quota of troops, but some of its details were un
satisfactory to Governor Morris. He delayed his as
doubtful

if the

troops of the

in the expedition.

is

A masked war having been carried on between Eng
land and France, war was declared by those nations
known in American history
in March, 1744. This
" King George's war." The next spring Governor
as
Shirley, of Massachusetts, conceived the design of
capturing Cape Breton and Louisburg, the stronghold
of the French in America, and the rendezvous for
their numerous privateers that infested the Atlantic
Unaided by the English,1
coast of the provinces.

A

a

1

George II. was too much occupied at home to assist the colonies.
Charles Edward, son of tho Pretender and grandson of James II., as
sisted by tho Court of France, landed in Scotland in August, 1745.
Joined by number of partisans, he causedhis father to be proclaimed
King of England at Pnrtli and Edinburgh, assuming to himself tho title
cif Prince of "Walesand regent of the three kingdoms.
victory over
¦the English troops rendered him masterof all Scotland. Ho invaded
England, and advancedas far as Derby, spreadingterror and consterna
tion in London. The king was obliged to recall tho Duke of Cumber
land, with his troops,from the Netherlands. That prince drove hack tho
Pretender, retook Carlisle, and defeatedthe rebelsat Cullodeu. Charles

a

a

5,

to bring him to
sense of his undue liberty, but he
as the
refusing to give Friends such Satisfaction
offense requires, therefore this meeting appoints Isaac
paper of
Horner and Marmaduke Watson to draw
Testification against the said Thomas Cadwallader

&

a

his practice and to declare him out of Unity with us
until he shall give Satisfaction in this
meeting Suitable to the offense, and bring the Same
approbation."
to next Monthly Meeting for
Thomas Cadwallader lives near Trenton, in the old
as a Society

county of Burlington.
In June, 1746, Governor

Hamilton convened the
Assembly of New Jersey, and
resolved to raise,
equip, and support five hundred men to aid in
the conquest of Canada.
A bounty of six pounds
was offered, and so popular was the enterprise that
in less than two months six hundred and sixty men
were enlisted.
Five companies were formed from
these to make the New Jersey quota, and
sixth com
pany was transferred to the province of New York.
That the " war fever" had spread
a

I.,

designs, little energy, and less skill.
of
George, Elector of Hanover, great-grandson
succeeded Anne, Queen of England, in
James

and the Discipline established
Testimony
appears he hath been tenderly
among Friends, and
cautioned and dealt with from time to time in order
antient

it

and France, and terminated a merciless war upon the
This long war was conducted on
northern frontier.
the part of England in America with magnificent

appears to this meeting that Thomas Cadwallader
concerned in Privateering Vessels contrary to our

to the young mem
bers of the Society of Friends
evident by their own
testimony, and only goes to prove that the young men
of Burlington in olden times were as ready to fight as
the present generation proved when called upon by
their country.
In the records above referred to we
is

den Walker had met with disaster among the rocks
and islands of the St. Lawrence, Nicholson was forced
to return to Albany. On March 31, 1713, the treaty
of Utrecht established peace between Great Britain

to aid the siege.

And Burlington County actively participated in the
war at this early period, at least we find in the
" Records of Chesterfield Monthly Meeting," at Cross
" 10 mo.
wicks, the following item
1745, Whereas
:

thousand friendly Indians, under the command of Col.
Francis Nicholson, marched from Albany towards
Canada the latter part of August, and reached Fort
George. Here learning that the expedition against
Quebec of veteran regiments of Marlborough's army
and provincials under Gen. Hill and a vast fleet of
transports and men-of-war under Admiral Sir Hove-

provisions

it

(dollars) in bills of credit, and resolved to raise three
hundred and sixty men besides officers. The provin
cial troops, numbering three thousand men, with one

a

the Assembly in July, 1711,
and, the cause being popular, they promptly appro
priated twelve thousand five hundred ounces of plate
New Jersey, summoned

with six thousand provincials under Mr. Pepperel,
trader of Piscataqua, after two months' siege, their
courage and fortitude was crowned with success, and
Pepperel was rewarded with
baronetcy of Great
Britain. New Jersey voted two thousand pounds in

find that in 1746, 1756, 1757, and 1758, Samuel Hor
ner, Joseph Thorn, Jr., Aaron Quicksall, Francis

King, John Scholey, and Ralph Woodward were
testified against and duly expelled from meeting for
"going on an Expedition and taking up arms."
The troops reached Albany September 3d, where,
in consequence of the failure of arrival of the British
regulars, the proposed invasion of the French prov
inces was abandoned. They were under the command

of Col. Philip Schuyler, and remained until the next
autumn, overawing the Indians and protecting the
Troops in camp, if not in proximity
frontier.
to the
enemy and are not kept under strict discipline, are
always dissatisfied and sometimes
restive.
In April,
Edward concealed himself in tho mountains until ho could escapeto
France.
Gen. Hugh Mercer, who was killed at Princeton during our Revolu
tion, was surgeon at the battlo of Cullodeu.
a

by Ihe Indian allies as the only effectual means of
securing the northern colonies. Governor Hunter, of

is it
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No further military movements of any moment took
place in America during the war, which was termina
ted by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, in October, 1748.
The war, through the incapacity and misrule of the
British government, was a perfect failure. The north
ern colonies, which entered into it with zeal, were
in the expectations from and
sadly disappointed
promises of England. Their troops, raised, equipped,
and transported at great expense, were kept inactive,
waiting impatiently for generals, orders, or regular
troops from England. The fruits of the only success
of the war, the brilliant expedition of Shirley and
Pepperel, which resulted in the conquest of the island
of Cape Breton and its capital, Louisburg, were re
stored to the French, and the very object of the war,
the right of the British to navigate the American seas
free from search, was unnoticed in the treaty of
peace.

The treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle was but a hollow
truce, and was scarcely regarded by the French in
Eager to extend their territories and to
America.
connect their possessions in Canada with those of
Louisiana, they established a chain of forts along the
Ohio and Mississippi. English traders were arrested
and sent to France, and Governor Dinwiddie, of Vir
ginia, sent George Washington, a youth of twenty
The English
years, to the West to gain information.
monarch, deceived and insulted by the Court of Ver
sailles, sent orders, in 1754, to the American Governors
to repel the encroachments by force.
The English,
by coldness and apathy, had alienated the Indians,
and prudence required that their affections towards
the colonies should be restored, and to cope with the
French successfully some confederacy of the colonies
was necessary. A convention of the colonies assem
bled at Albany in 1754, for the purpose of forming a
league with the Six Nations and concerting measures
Dr. Franklin there Offered his
for united operations.
celebrated plan of union, which is known in all our
" the Albany Plan of Union." It was
histories as
adopted by the convention but rejected by the Col
onial Assemblies, but not many years afterwards was
rendered instrumental to the achievement of our in
dependence.
Franklin was not really its author, as
it is little more than a transcript of the design

to the Great Meadows, the

ignominious

defeat on the Monongahela.

New Jersey apprehended no danger from the
French and Indians on the Ohio, but appropriated,
early in 1755, five hundred pounds to assist the royal
troops.
She cordially approved of an expedition
against Crown Point, and raised five hundred men to
join
fifteen hundred pounds for
appropriating
their support. Peter Schuyler, an officer of deservingly great popularity with the embryo soldiers, was
appointed colonel, and the battalion was soon filled,
and flint-locks were secured from Virginia. The bat
joined the army
talion moved to Albany, where

it

wants of his men.

marched

under Gen. William

Johnson, who, late in August,
of Lake George

1755, marched to the southern shores

Dieskau,1
on his way to Ticonderoga.
Gen.
march
ing from Quebec to attack Fort Oswego, learning of
this movement changed his plan and moved direct
upon the American camp. Two detachments sent
forward to annoy him were defeated, and he assaulted
Johnson's fortified camp. Dieskau, who was unques
general of military skill, was defeated,
tionably
a

equipping, transporting, and feeding them, they would
appropriate no more money. Col. Schuyler, however,
was more generous and patriotic, and advanced many
thousand pounds from his private funds to supply the

Washington

French erected Fort Du Quesne, hostilities actually
commenced, and Great Britain prepared energetically
for the war. In June, 1755, Gen. Winslow, of Massa
chusetts, with three thousand troops of that colony
and three hundred British regulars, conquered Nova
Scotia. In July of the same year, Braddock, through
presumption, arrogance, and ignorance, met with an

wounded, and taken prisoner.

Johnson had sent out
scouting-party that, gaining the enemy's rear, seized
their baggage, and attacked so vigorously'from be

hind trees the retreating army that they fled panicstricken.2
The defeat of Braddock's (now Dunbar's) army was
followed by the merciless savages, who ravaged the
country even to within thirty miles of Philadelphia.
They burned the houses and villages, and murdered
men, women, and children.
Many of the terrorstricken inhabitants fled into Jersey. Four hundred
Jerseymen, raised, equipped, and supported by funds
advanced by the wealthy inhabitants, were sent to
the defense of Easton, Schuyler's battalion was re
called for the defense of the river frontier, and ten
pounds was voted to defray expenses.
During the winter of 1755-56 forts and block-houses
were erected at favorable points on the Delaware.

thousand

Governor
chief, and

Shirley was appointed

it

an express to Governor

it,

Schuyler dispatched

English

a

Col.

Hamilton, who recommended to the Assembly to
provide for their pay, but the House, not fearing the
loss of their votes, as in our days, decided that, hav
ing expended more than twenty thousand pounds in

" A Description of the
Province of Carolana, by the Spaniards
Louisiana,"
called Florida, and by the French, La
published in 1722, and written by Daniel Coxe, after
wards one of the judges of the Supreme Court of New
Jersey.
He was the son of Dr. Daniel Coxe, at one
time a resident of Burlington City.
sketched in the preface of

commander-in-

was decided to raise 10,250 men for the

Baron John Hermand Dieskau, lieutenant-general French army.
The Housecf CommonspresentedJohnson with five thousandpounds
and the king conferred upon him the title of baronet.
2 1

1747, the Jersey companies mutinied and determined
to march off with their arms and baggage. The pay
promised by the crown was slowly remitted, and the
troops demanded their arrears.
To keep them quiet

19
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campaign of 1756.
The plan resolved upon was too
extensive for the means possessed, and served only to
dissipate the strength.
In enlisting troops in New
Jersey indented servants were received into the ranks,
which gave such offense to the inhabitants that the
Assembly threatened to disband the regiment, but the
emergency of the occasion caused them to appropri
ate fifteen thousand pounds for their maintenance.
Gen. Abercrombie, who had superseded Gen. Shir
ley, soon gave place to the Earl of Loudon. Mont
calm marched against Fort Oswego with the French,
Canadians, and Indians. His superior artillery soon
sixteen hundred in number, to
One-half of the New Jersey regiment,
which formed part of the garrison, were made pris
forced the garrison,

surrender.

oners and sent to Canada, where they were released
at the close of the campaign on parole not to serve
for eighteen months. The regiment was, however,

recruited to its original strength of five hundred men
early in the ensuing spring, 1757, and placed under

of Col. Parker, as Col. Schuyler was
A company of rangers under Capt.
Gardiner had been kept in service during the winter
to protect the river frontier from the incursions of

the command
under parole.

In September, 1757, the Assembly voted
one hundred rangers for the same service during the
Each officer and soldier was fur
ensuing winter.

the savages.

nished with a blanket, a half-thick under-jacket, a
kersey-jacket lapeled, buckskin breeches, two check
shirts, two pairs of shoes, two pairs of stockings, a
leather cap, and a hatchet.
A demand was made in January, 1757, for one
thousand men from New Jersey, but the Assembly
refused to vote more than five hundred.
In answer

to Governor Belcher ] that they should authorize a
draft, they peremptorily declared by a vote of twelve
to seven "that they were determined not to oblige or
compel any of the inhabitants by force to serve as
soldiers."*

On the 4th of August, 1757, Montcalm, at the head
of nine thousand men, invested Fort William Henry,
on the southern shore of Lake George. The place
was garrisoned by three thousand men, including the
unfortunate Jersey regiment under Col. Parker, was
well fortified and supplied, but Lieut.-Col. Monroe
was compelled to surrender it within six days after
The Marquis de Montcalm, who sub
its investment.
sequently with Wolfe died so gloriously at Quebec,
stained the laurels of his triumph by permitting his
Indian allies to fall upon and massacre nearly fifteen
Maj.-Gen. Webb
hundred of the unarmed prisoners.
made strenuous efforts to relieve the fort by arousing
the militia of New York and New Jersey.
New
Jersey promptly dispatched one thousand men,

and three thousand more were put in readiness to
Webb was thus enabled to hold Fort Ed
march.
ward, and the progress of the enemy was checked.
1 Jonathan Belcher, agedseventy-six years, died Aug. 31,1767.

The New Jersey regiment with other prisoners were
released on parole not to serve again during eighteen
months, and being thus rendered useless were at the
'
instance of the Assembly disbanded.

In 1758, Gen. Abercrombie, with six thousand
regulars and nine
three hundred and sixty-seven
twenty-four
colonial
troops, among
thousand and
which were the troops from New Jersey, made an
attack on Ticonderoga.
It was garrisoned by five
troops
of New Jersey and Con
thousand men. The

necticut formed the rear-guard in the attack.
Aber
crombie was repulsed with the loss of two thousand
men, chiefly killed. In 1759 each colony, instead of
being required to furnish a specific quota of troops,
were directed to raise as large a force as was in its
power with the greatest possible dispatch.
Arms, am
munition, tents, and provisions were to be furnished
by the crown, and the expense of levying, clothing,
and pay was to be borne by the provinces.
Thus
inspirited, the Assembly of New Jersey, instead of

raising reluctantly five hundred men, doubled that
number, and to fill the ranks in season offered a bounty
of twelve pounds per man, increased the pay of the
officers, and voted the sum of fifty thousand pounds for
their maintenance.
They at the same session ordered
barracks to be built at Burlington, Trenton, New Bruns
wick, Amboy, and Elizabethtown, of capacity each
for the accommodation of three hundred men. This
complement of one thousand men New Jersey kept
up during the years 1758, 1759, and 1760, and in the
years 1761 and 1762 furnished six hundred men, be
sides in the latter year a company for garrison duty,
fot which she incurred an average expense of forty

thousand pounds per annum.

In 1759, New Jersey, in which the fencible men in
time of peace would have been about fifteen thousand
men, had already lost one thousand men, and yet
voted to raise one thousand more. Its yearly expendi
ture for the service of the war was equal to five dol
lars for each living being in the province.
(Bancroft,
vol. iv. p. 319.)

In September, 1759, Wolfe's forces captured Quebec,
and during the same year Amherst obtained possession
of Crown Point and Ticonderoga.
One year later
Montreal capitulated, and the whole of the French pos
sessions surrendered to his Britannic Majesty George

The Indians saw the French driven out of the coun
try, and themselves in danger of becoming wholly

dependent upon a power which
already commanded
by its forts the great lakes and rivers, and they felt
that an immediate and mighty effort was
necessary to
restrain the tide, which, if unimpeded, would spread
itself over the continent, overwhelming their race in

its course. A secret coalition was formed
among the
tribes covering the whole western frontier. Their plan
was deliberately and skillfully projected, and the set

tlements of Pennsylvania,
Maryland, and Virginia
were simultaneously invaded during harvest. All the

THE REVOLUTIONARY
forts Immediately fell into their hands, except Niagara,
Detroit, and Pitt. This was in 1762, and hostilities

until October, 1764. Governor William
Franklin, on the approach of the savages to the Dela
ware, ordered out the militia, remanned the fortifica
Yet some
tions, and built several new block-houses.
of the Indians crossed the river, made their way
continued

through

the lines, and

massacred

several families.

The Assembly provided for raising two hundred men
for the defense of the province, and appropriated ten
thousand pounds for their support.
They afterwards
raised six hundred more men, who joined the Northern
army.

In July,

1764, an army of one thousand one
men, among which were the New Jersey
troops, under Bradstreet, reached Niagara, where the
Indians asked for peace, and a treaty was concluded

hundred

with many of the tribes.

CHAPTER VI.
THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR.

The great pecuniary advances of the colonies during
the late wars revealed to the British ministry the ex
istence of a wealth they had not suspected, and they
were seized with an inexpressible desire to subject
that wealth to the use of the mother-country.
They
hoped that those who had expended millions for de
fense might also be compelled to pay millions for
tribute.

Lord Grenville, the first commissioner

of

the treasury, conceived the idea of relieving England
by the taxation of her colonies. The passage of the
revenue act, which almost destroyed commercial in

tercourse with the French and Spanish colonies ; of
the Stamp Act in 1765, which deprived the colonists
of their most essential rights as subjects of the crown

and as men, and of other baneful and tyrannical acts
aroused a spirit of resistance among the Americans
that in years terminated in an appeal to arms.

Judge Joseph Borden, of Borden
town, was appointed by the Assembly of New Jersey
As early

as 1765,

a delegate to the Continental Congress that assembled
in October of that year at New York, and in 1768 he
was chairman of a committee of the Assembly to con
sider and answer the circular letter from Massachu
From a sincere desire to obtain a redress of
setts.
grievances, by petition to the king and Parliament,
through

oppression, had passed to a
to maintain their rights by force of
arms, and when the government of England and the
East India Company united to force the importation
the colonists,
determination

of

teas into the colonies,

it

mined spirit of resistance
Georgia.

developed the most deter
from New Hampshire to

no colony was this spirit more firmly displayed
than in New Jersey. On the 8th of February, 1774,
the Assembly, on the proposition of Virginia, ap

In
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pointed

from its members a standing Committee of
Correspondence, with instructions to obtain the most
early and authentic intelligence of all acts and reso
lutions of the British Parliament or the proceedings

of the ministry which might affect the liberties of
" the thanks of the House to
America, and returned
Virginia
Burgesses
of
for their early attention to
the
the liberties of America."1
Early in July, 1774, the inhabitants of the several
counties of New Jersey assembled at their respective
county towns and adopted resolutions strongly disap
proving the course of the mother-country, and nomi
nated deputies to meet in convention to elect delegates
Congress about to convene at
to the Continental

Philadelphia.

The convention met at New Bruns
of July, 1774, elected delegates to
represent them in Congress, among whom was Richard
Smith, of Burlington City, whose course was equivocal.
The convention also appointed a standing Committee
of Correspondence, consisting among others of Joseph
Borden, Robert Field, Isaac Pearson, and Abraham
Hunt,1
The first Continental
of Burlington County.
Congress assembled at Carpenter's Hall, Philadelphia,
A body of greater
on the 5th of September, 1774.
Lord Chatham, in a
men never adorned our annals.
"
conversation with Franklin, said they were the most
known." The better
honorable assembly of men ever
the Congress recom
to enforce their resolutions
mended the appointment of committees in the sev
wick on the

21st

eral counties and towns, who, soon after appointment,
under the names of Committees of Superintendence

and Correspondence, assumed no inconsiderable por
of the executive power and duties in the sev
eral colonies, and became efficient instruments in
aiding the progress of the Revolution. The New
Jersey delegates reported the proceedings of Congress

tion

to the Assembly of their colony Jan. 11, 1775, by
whom they were unanimously approved, and the same
gentlemen were requested to represent the colony in
the next Congress. The Committee of Correspondence
appointed

May

by the convention

2, 1775, when considering

met at Nevv Brunswick
the extraordinary con

duct of the British ministry and the acts of hostility
that had commenced in Massachusetts, directed their
chairman immediately to call a second provincial
convention or congress at Trenton on the 23d of
May. A number of important measures were adopted
by this body, among others the organization of a
militia force, to consist of one or more companies of
eighty men, in each township or corporation, and the
By an
imposing of a tax of ten thousand pounds.
" minute-men" were organ
act passed August 15th,
ized, the proportion of Burlington County being two
regiments and one company of rangers.
These
" minute-men" were held in constant readiness on

1 Minutes of the Provincial Congress anil Council of Safety of New
Jersey, 1775-76, pp. 1, 2. Naar, Day & Naar: Trenton, 1879. State
Document.
2 Gordon's Hist. New Jersey, p. 156.
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the shortest notice to march to any place where as
sistance might be required for the defense of this or
colony.1
Their uniform was a hunt
any neighboring
ing-frock as near as may be to the uniform of the
Continental

riflemen.

The chief measure of this provincial convention or
congress was the perpetuation of the authority they
had assumed by providing that hereafter there shall
be an election held in September of each year for
new members. They also appointed a Committee of
Safety, among whom were Isaac Pearson and Joseph
The Provincial Congress elected in Sep
Borden.
tember convened in October.
They were chiefly em
ployed in war measures. Men capable of bearing
arms, who were requested to enroll themselves by the
first military ordinance, were now directed to do so.
They were directed with all convenient speed to fur
nish themselves with a good musket or firelock and
bayonet, sword, or tomahawk, a steel ramrod, worm,
priming-wire and brush fitted thereto, a cartouch-box
to contain twenty-three rounds of cartridges, twelve
flints, and a knapsack.
They were also directed to
keep at their respective abodes one pound of powder
and three pound of bullets.
Fines if not paid were
ordered to be collected by warrants of distress levied
on the goods and chattels of the offender.

In case of an alarm, the "minute-men" were di
rected to repair immediately to their captain's resi
dence, and he was to march his company instantly to
oppose the enemy.
"At a General Meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of
the City and County of Burlington, in New Jersey, qualified to vote for
Representativesin the Legislature, held at the Court House on Tues
day,tho 14th of February, 1775.
" Peter Tallman, Esquire, in the Chair.
'.'The Association entered into by the General American Congress,
convened at Philadelphia on the 5th of September last, was read and
approved.
" Resolved,That in pursuance of the eleventhArticle of the saidAsso
ciation, a Committeeof Observationfor the City and County be now ap
pointed, for the purposesin that Article mentioned; and the following
personswere accordingly chosen,viz.: James Sterling, Colin Campbell,
William Smith, and Jonathan Hough Esquires, John Coates,Thomas
Fenniniore, Thomas Reynolds,Esquire, Joseph Budd, Jonathan Middleton, Joseph B'orden,Esq., John Wood, William Newbold, Isaac Pearson,

Esq., Randle Mitchell, William Lewis, Peter Tallman, Esq., William
Potts, John Black, Joseph Read, Esq., Peter Shiras, Thomas Budd, Jun.,
Charles Read, Esq., John Evans, Josiah Foster, Joseph Stokes,Esquire,
John Cox, Abraham Hewlings, Baldwin Wake, Esquire, Samuel New
ton, Jacob Perkins, John Leek, Eli Matthis, and William Pharo.
" Resolved,That the said Committeeshall bo and continue for one year
from this time, unless the measuresof the next General Congress shall
make an alteration necessary.
"Signed by order of the meeting.
" Peter Tallman, Chairman"

June 24, 1775. The Burlington County Committee
of Observation met at the house of John Imlay, in the
township of Mansfield, Peter Tallman in the chair.
The committee passed a series of patriotic resolu
tions, which among other things approved of the
proposition of the Provincial Legislature to raise ten
thousand pounds in the State for defensive purposes,
1 Stryker's Officersand Men of New Jersey, p. 333.

condemned the infamous acts of the British ministry,
and rejoiced at the unanimity of Burlington citizens
in opposing said acts, and requested and enjoined all
persons not to injure or molest any one for political
but to have them insured a fair trial and then

offenses

punished, etc.
The first call of the Continental Congress on New
Jersey for troops was on the 19th of October, 1775,
when they asked for two battalions of eight companies
each. The colony promptly furnished them. Israel
and John
Shreve was appointed lieutenant-colonel,
Shreve ensign of the second battalion of the first es
tablishment, as it was designated.

They were father and son, and resided in Mansfield
township,

near Georgetown.

Part of this battalion, in three weeks from the call
of Congress, was ordered to garrison a fort in the
Highlands, on the Hudson River. On the 27th of
November the rest of the battalion were ordered into
On the 8th of January,
barracks at New York.2
1778, it was ordered to Albany, N. Y., to report to
Gen. Schuyler, but want of sufficient arms and cloth
It was subsequently joined
ing delayed its march.
First
and Third Battalions, and participated in
by the
the expedition against Canada, in which Gen. Mont
been killed3 and Arnold
gomery had previously
wounded.1

The following very interesting letter, addressed to
the Hon. Francis Hopkinson, in Congress, by Lieut.Col. Shreve, gives a very good idea of the services of
the battalion.
It is in the possession of Oliver Hop
kinson, Esq., and was never before published :

" Mount Independence, October
3d, 1776.
" Sir, — have not the honour to be
Personally acquainted with you,
But from my youth have been acquainted with your Hon'd father, Col.
Borden,— I have Lately understood you are a member of the Grand
Council of the United States,Beg lieve to Communicate to you the state
of things here, especially the slate of tho 2nd, N. Jersey Rcgt., Com
mandedby Col. Wm. Maxwell, Esq in this Regt. have the honor to be
joined the northen army ye 3d day of May Last, before
Lt. Colonel.
the walls of Quebec,with the Last Division of our Regt. the Col. and
the other part of the Regt. had been there some time ; when arrived
found the Army very weak, and in want of almost everything. In
cluding those took down, the whole Army fit for duty was just 1025—
900Invalids, everything carried a Bad Prospect, until Generals Thomp
son and Sullivans Brigades arrived at Sorel in Thomsons Brigade came
four fine Regts. from Cambridge, those Regts. as soon as they arrived
almst, by Gen. Arnold's orders,were Inoculated for tho Small Pox, as
was Col. Stark's Regt. a few Days after, all without the least occasion,
as it was then an easymatter to keep it out of the Army, this Rendered
those Regts. more of a Burden than Bervice to their Country. About
this time Gen. Thompson wasorderedto Three Rivors, with 1600,all from
Middle Colonies,220of our Regt. this Small army was unfortunately
Defeated. Col. Maxwell was secondin command,and first after the Gen.
was missing. He wisely conducted the retreat by Loading our people
through the woods,Round the enemythat
had marched a strong party
up the Road, ahead Laid in wait for our people, and consequentlysaved
the Remains of our party, and if there was any merit Due
to any, it
ought to be to him who conducted
the Retreat, although we see the
honor given to others, who do not Deserveit.
" A short time beforethis provisions
was so scarce that half a pound
pork and pint of unbolted meal was
servedout for two days. wassent

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

z Adjt.-Gen. Stryker's Jerseymen.
s Storming of Quebec,Dec.
31, 1775.
4 At the sameplace aud time.
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to command a post nt Borthier, had the oversight of Grinding Wheat
for the Army, and (charge) of a few Beaves for my party and fared
something Letter. Finally the Army left Canada,Bringing out almost
Every thing belonging to the Aimy. But made a shocking figure, by
sickness,occasioned by Inoculation mostly, some other Disorders pre
vailed its true, the Army here at present Consistsof 17 Continental
Regts. Including ono at Crown Point, and 12of tho five months Bounty
Regt. (as they are called) The llcgta. some by hard service, others by
sickness are reduced from 300,down to Less thim 100fit for duty, our
Lines are Extensive and strong, with several Redouts. But still near
the Point on Ticonderoga side, is ns yet in my opinion too open. Three
Large Row Gallics mounting 12 gnnB ench,just Gon down the Lake to
join the fleet, this addition think will make our fleet able to Cope
with theirs, so Soon nnd water Craft Enough to transport an Army suf
ficient to Attempt our Lines. Some gentlemen have their fears,and
seemto Expect them Every Day. this is Contrary to my opinion, and

I

has been for sometime.
*'
Now will Endeavor to Give you a State of Regt. It was raised fur
one year, was full about the middle of November Last. Our Col. and
Regt was esteemedby all the Generals that have commandedhere this
campaign (of which we have had a great variety) until the presentold
GentlemanCome,who has ndt iised tho Col. and Regt. so well as could
wish, and Believe the Reason, Col. Maxwell was older in Commission,
and.ConsequentlyCommandedhis favorites, for this Reason was sepa
rated from the other Southern Regt. and placed among the Eastern
Gentle"
troops,on this Woodey hill, Ilowever Col. Maxwell is more of a
man than to dispute with the Gen. So asto causean uneasinessin the
Aimy.
" Sir, we are astonished to think Major Wood is preferred to a Regt.
over the head of Lt. Col. Ervan, Major Morris, and many others who

I

I

I

men-it far more than he can. He has done Little or no Duty in the
Army, had the Command of the Battoes at Three Rivers, and Saved
them, this might be done through fear more than Good Copduct, how
ever he scratchedhis Log, run Down to Congress,made a Good Story
and Got a Regt. this is to often the case.
11Sir, we understand 85 Regiments are to be Raised on a new Estab
lishment, the officersof our Regt. are very anxious to know whether
this Regt. is to Continue in the new arrangement or not. If it is to Con
tinue would be very Desirous to know the Terms of Inlistment, so that
we might have an opportunity to engage as many of our old hands as
we Could, before their term is out; As wo expect to march them homeas
soonas we are not wanted here.
think one man that has weathered
through this Campaign is worth almost ten that havent. Most of them
again
provided
will Inlist
they can go home to Seetheir friends while
the regiment is filling up.
" Beg Leave just to remind you that am the oldest Lieut. Col. in

I

I

I

the service,from tho Middle Colonies, and when a vacancyamong the
New Jersey troops presents, Beg may not be forgotten.
" am Your Humble Servant,
" Israel Shreve."

I

I

I

The regiment remained at this post until Nov. 5,
1776, when it was ordered to New Jersey for dis
charge.

The Provincial Congress of New Jersey, on the 2d
of July, 1776, adopted a constitution and instructed
the delegates in Congress to join in declaring the
united colonies independent of Great Britain, and on
the 18th of July assumed the title of the convention
of the State of New Jersey. William Franklin1 was
1 William Franklin, the only and natural son of Benjamin Franklin,
was born in 1731. He whb postmasterof Philadelphia at one time, and
servedas clerk in the House of Representativesof Pennsylvania. He
was a captain in the French and Indian war, and fought bravely under
Abercrombie at Ticonderoga. He visited England with his father,
and was appointed Governor of New Jersey in 1763by Lord Fairfax.
Until the period of the Revolution he wasvery popular with the people.
His conduct causedan estrangement with his father, which lasted for
ten years. After he was exchanged he became president of the board
of directors of the Associated Loyalists. He went to England at the
close of the war, where he resided until his death, in November,1813,
enjoying a pension of four thousand dollars per annum. Ho left a
natural son, William Temple Franklin, who edited his grandfather^
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the royal Governor of New Jersey at this time. To
strengthen the Tory element and oppose the patriots
the House of Assembly, in the name
of the king, to meet in June. But the Provincial
Congress declared him an enemy of the cause, and
ordered his arrest. Col. Heard executed this order,
and brought him before the Provincial Council, who
sent him under guard to Governor Trumbull, of Con
William Liv
necticut, who confined him in jail.
ingston was elected the first Governor of the State.*
Upon the reorganization of the Continental army
upon the basis of eighty-eight battalions, Congress
called upon New Jersey, Sept. 16, 1770, for four bat

he summoned

In this the
talions, termed the Second Establishment.
command of the Second Battalion was given to Col.
Israel Shreve, and in it we find Ensign John Shreve
promoted to a second lieutenancy.

The militia of New Jersey was organized in 1775.
various times during the war this State, by reason
of its situation on the coast, and its lying between
cities in possession of the enemy, was continually
open to the incursion of British troops and the rav
ages of refugees and Indians.
It was also the theatre
of many battles, skirmishes, and forage expeditions,
greatly to the annoyance of the inhabitants, as well

At

as dangerous to the established

government.

It

was

necessary, therefore, to embody, as occasion
required, a certain quota of volunteers from the
found

militia of the different counties. These men were
held liable to duty when needed, not only in this,
but also in adjoining States. These organizations
Levies,"
"Five Months'
were called "New Jersey
Troops." 3
Levies,"
"
but generally designated as

State

The first act to organize the infantry branch of the
We shall
State troops was passed Nov. 27, 1776.
have occasion to speak of them hereafter.
The year 1776 — glorious ?76 !— has been truly

" the time that tried men's souls." The aus
termed
picious opening of the struggle was followed by a
series of defeats and disappointments in. that year

that nearly crushed out the life of the infant nation.
Washington,
anticipating the march of Gen. Howe
"
works, and died in Paris in 1823. A work published in 1802says, Gov
ernor Franklin in point of person is above the common size, with the
eye and figure of a veteran. Although subject to the gout, he appoars
to be strong and athletic, and was accounted one of the handsomoat
men in America." Had he joined the patriot cause he probablywould
have attained an illustrious position among the galaxy of the Revolu
tion. But he preferred a life of inglorious comfort to an eternity of
fame.
2 William Livingston, LL.D., was born in New York in 1723,and
graduated in Yale College. In 17G8he edited the American Whig, in
He afterwards becamea distinguished lawyer, and signal
NewYork.
ized himself by his writings against the encroachmentsof Great Britain.
Soon after his removal to New Jersey he was chosena member of the
first Congress,in 1774. He was appointed a brigadier-generalof militia,
Oct. 28,1775. Ih 1770he was electedGovernor of New Jersey, and such
were his acknowledged talents and republican virtue, and tho love of
the peoplefor him, that he was annually electedto that office until his
death. He was a delegatoto the convention which formed the Consti
tution of the United States,and an author of much ability. He died in
Elizabothtown, July 25, 1700.
3 Adjt.-Gen. Stryker.
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upon Philadelphia, crossed into New Jersey. Mov
ing slowly, breaking down the bridges, obstructing
the roads with fallen trees, taking up positions, dis

playing lines of battle, he had the address to prolong
a march of ninety miles for nineteen days.
Arriving at Trenton with about three thousand
"ragamuffins,"
as the Tories with some propriety
them, with nothing that could be dignified
with the name of cavalry, and with a splendidlyequipped army of twenty thousand under CornwaUis
called

following him, Washington,

as the last alternative,
after destroying the bridges on the roads along the
river, collected the boats on the Jersey shore, and on
the 8th of December crossed the Delaware to the
Pennsylvania
side. As the last boat reached the

shore at midnight, a division of the British army with
all the pomp of victors marched into Trenton.
Corn
waUis immediately threw out detachments to recon
noitre the river above and below his position, and soon
after advanced strong columns to Coryell's Ferry
above, and Bordentown below, thus threatening to
cross at two points and envelope the American army

or march directly upon Philadelphia. All the boats
upon the river for the distance of seventy miles having
been secured upon the Pennsylvania side, CornwaUis

awaited quietly the formation of a bridge of ice to
cross his troops over and march triumphantly into

Philadelphia.

At

this time the British had complete possession of
Their troops were stretched from Bur
lington and Mount Holly to Trenton, and from thence

Dr. Odell, a noted Tory, in a letter speaking
their arrival, says, —

of

I

"After giving tins Parole remain'd unmolestedat homo till about
the middle of last month (December;,when a body of Hessiansunder the
commandof Count Donop came to Burlington, intending to take Post
with us for tho Winter. Some of my neighbors thought it advisableto
meetthe commandant on his approach to the Town and to request him

to spare the Inhabitants from Insult and their propertyfrom pillage, they
requestedme to go with them and assist in this charitablo Addressas an
Interpreter.
did so, and had the pleasure to find that had a pretty
goodprospectof being of real service to my peaceableneighbors. But
five Gondolaslying in the River began to cannonade the town in order
to prevent the troops taking Quarter with us. Many houses were dam
aged but nobodyhurt. The Hessian Commandanthowever having with
him no heavy Cannon, thought proper to retire that night to Bordentown
intending to return with Artillery sufficient to make good his quarters.
In the meantime tho' believe every candid man will wonder why we
Bhouldbe punished for having been left defencelessand for having so
licited safetyfrom the King's troops in our defencelesscondition, even
supposingus to have assentedto thoseincisures which had brought the
Troops into the country and even to our Doors; y<-ttrue it is, that as
soon as it was known on board of the Gondolasthat the troops had left
us, the Town was cruelly insulted and from day to day kept in alarm by
theseRiver Tyrants. Mr. Lawrence, young Mr. Ilawlings & myself were
in particular pursued by two captains & a number of armed men. We
madeour escape& were under the necessityof taking refuge among tlie
King's TroopB,and as the design of taking Post at Burlington was soon
after given up, have been obliged to leave my wife & 3 children (the
youngest not five weeks old) and to ramble as a Refugee— God knows
when to return."

I

I

I

I

The Hessians remained near here until after the
of Trenton, but the gondola-men, "those
Tyrants," kept
River
them a respectable distance
from the town, thus protecting the patriots from plun
battle

of levying contribu

New Jersey.

der, and having an opportunity
tions on the Tories.

to Princeton, New Brunswick, -and Amboy.
They
marched up and down the Delaware and through the
CornwaUis looked
country without any molestation.
with contempt upon the weak and scattered forces of

About the same time a Hessian brigade, two thou
sand strong, entered and occupied Bordentown, Count
Donop making it his headquarters.
The American

.Washington, and although he was bent upon the cap
ture of Philadelphia as a paramount measure, both
he and Howe retired to New York.
CornwaUis had
even applied for leave of absence and made arrange
ments to sail for England, and when Col. Rail asked
for reinforcements, said to the messenger, "Tell the
colonel he is very safe;
will undertake to keep the
peace in New Jersey with a corporal's guard."

I

On the 10th of December a detachment of Continen
tal rifles passed through Bordentown, from the White
Horse tavern, where they had been stationed, they removingthe plank frorh the drawbridge over Crosswicks
Creek. Moving down to Burlington, they crossed over
the river to Bristol. The next day Count Donop, at the
head of a Hessian battalion, numbering some four hun
dred men and two brass field-pieces, marched through

Bordentown to Burlington. They stacked their arms
in the streets and commenced cooking their dinner,
but a number of Continental gondolas in the river
opening fire upon them, they thought it better to with
draw.1

1 History of the Chuvch in Burlington, Eev. George Morgan Hills,
D.D,, page 315.

army at this time was stretched along the Pennsyl
vania shore, from Coryell's down to Kirkbride's Ferry,
opposite Bordentown.
Tentless, but half clothed and

fed, they lay there on the hard frozen ground, the
last hope of the young nation.
Gen. Dickinson, with
some New Jersey militia, was posted opposite the
city.
The Americans had full possession of the Del

aware, and their galleys, armed with ship guns, were
continually moving upon the river watching for the
enemy. Such respect had the foe been inspired with

for their guns that they kept a continual watch upon
them, and never approached the shore in force while
they were near at hand.
Who can doubt but what
the communication between the inhabitants of Borden
town and the patriot army opposite was quite frequent?
Doubtless all the movements of the enemy were duly
reported, and if the discipline in the army was not
strict undoubtedly the boys stole over at night.
The
galley-men had pretty much possession of

Burlington,

and frequently landed to search for Tories, and no
sooner did the Hessians appear in the town than
they
opened fire upon it and drove them
out. On the
night of the 19th a snow-storm
almost stopped the
navigation, and drove the guard-boats down the river.
They were up again on the 23d, and on the memora-
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ble 26th a large number of gondolas, galleys, and flatbottomed boats came as high as Bordentown, some
going beyond.
Gen. Putnam, who had been placed in command of
Philadelphia by Washington, and upon whom Con
gress had conferred almost unlimited power for the
defense of the city, being acquainted with the design
upon Trenton, unknown to AVashington, on the 22d
sent Col. Griffin, with four hundred and fifty Penn
sylvania militia, across from Philadelphia into New
Jersey to make a diversion in favor of the Trenton en
terprise.
Griffin was ordered to proceed to Mount
Holly, for the purpose of attracting the attention of
Count Donop at Bordentown.
His orders were not
to fight, but to retreat when the enemy should appear.
When Donop received intelligence of this movement
he put his whole force of two thousand men in motion,

and so successful was Griffin, and so dilatory was the
count in his marches after the retreat of the Americans,
that it was two days before he returned to Borden
town.
Donop arrived there late on the afternoon of
Christmas-day.
Early the next morning the news of
the disaster of Rail came. His troops may not have
been in good condition

to meet an enemy, but an en
terprising officer, if he did not deem it prudent to
fight, would have moved towards Trenton and ascer
Donop,1
tained the extent of the disaster.
however,
who was in command of all the troops below Trenton,

immediately commenced his retreat, mpving out the
Reeklesstown road to the old York road, and by an
indirect route joined Gen. Leslie at Princeton.

After the defeat of the Hessians at Trenton, a troop
of British light-horse and some infantry, in all about
six hundred, escaped to Bordentown.
The infantry
probably brought the news of the disaster to Donop,
lightand most of them eventually joined him. The
horse after crossing the drawbridge moved into a
field and were concealed in Double Gulch Hollow, in
the Park, until near night. As the road was clear for
the continuance of their retreat, and as their horses
were fresh after the few miles they had moved that
day, it seems quite probable the object of the officer
in command was to ambush any party of Americans
that might follow him.
When Count Donop marched to oppose the ad

of Col. Griffin, Col. Charles Read,
vancing
of the Second Battalion, Burlington militia, who had
been detailed as colonel to command a battalion of
State troops, was in the neighborhood of Black Horse,
column

Desponding at the gloomy prospect
now Columbus.
of the cause and being deficient in political fortitude,
he submitted to and received from the enemy a pro
tection.
Count Donop, in his diary and his report to
1 Count Donopwas mortally woundedwhile gallantly leading his com
mand to the assault of Fort Mercer, New Jersey, on the 22dof October,
1777. He lived three days, during which the kindest attention was
" It is finishing a
bestowedupon him. He was thirty-seven years old.
noble career early, but 1 die the victim of my ambition, and of tho
sovereign,"
were his last words.
avarice of my
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Maj.-Gen. Grant, says Gen. Mifflin (referring to Col.
Griffin) advanced his rebel corps to the bridge on the
Moorestown road, three miles from Mount Holly,
" damned ras
where he met Col. Read, called him a
cal,"
beeirsupprisoner.

and took him
Tt has long
posed the Col. Read referred to by the count was Col.
Joseph Reed, adjutant-general to Gen. Washington,
who was known to have contemplated submission at
that time to the enemy. This fact, however, which
disproves one of the charges made against Col. Jo
seph Reed, has been brought to light through the

researches of Adjt.-Gen. Stryker, of New Jersey.
victorious at Trenton, again crossed
Washington,
into Jersey on the 30th of December.
the same time the Pennsylvania
militia moved

the Delaware

At

oyer, Gen. Mifflin occupying Bordentown with fifteen
hundred, and Cadwallader, Crosswicks, with two thou
sand one hundred.
The whole of the enemy's line of
cantonments

along the Delaware was broken up and
Lord CornwaUis, who was
into the interior.
ordered back into New Jersey, concentrated the main
British army in the neighborhood of Princeton. Upon
driven

being apprised of Washington's movement, and know
ing the troops from New England were entitled to
their discharge on the 2d of January, he advanced

upon Trenton.
The battle of Assunpink followed,
victorious for the Americans.
CornwaUis knew the
surging Delaware was in Washington's rear, and be
lieved that on the morrow, with the veteran reinforce
ments that were hastening up, he could crush out and
capture the raw militia. But the morrow's sun glis
bayonets on Princeton's
tened on Washington's
heights, and the thunder of the conflict bore the first*
tidings to CornwaUis that his rear had been turned.
God blessed the patriots, and the battles of Trenton
and Princeton conjointly now constitute in history
world." Thus
one of the "seven great battles of the
Washington in ten days, by a succession of the most
brilliant and daring manoeuvres on record, lifted the
young nation out of the depths of despondency, and
turned the tide of misfortune and despair to victory
and glory.

He who but a short time before led the
of an almost lost cause struck with
He
astonishment and surprise both frieud and foe.
last remnant

who was distrusted by friends and despised by the
foe became the pride of America and the wonder of
earth.

During the winter of 1776-77, Washington estab
lished his quarters at Morristown, and by vigilance
and enterprise drove the enemy from New Jersey, ex
cept at New Brunswick and Amboy.
Many strag
glers from the army, particularly immediately after
Princeton, passed through Burlington County, some
times amounting to one hundred a day. During the
first half of the year 1777 a large Continental army
was concentrated in New Jersey, Washington fearing
the enemy would again attempt to march through the

Frequent mention is made of
State to Philadelphia.
troops being at Bordentown.
Mrs. Margaret Morris,
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a lady of Tory feelings and prejudices,
Burlington, in her journal says, —

residing

at

" February 4th. To-day eight boatsfull of soldiers sailed up the river
merry."
to jt'in the forces. They appearedto be
" April 17th. A number of flat-bottomedboatswent up the river and
landed troops at "Bristol.*'
•'June 13th. The soldiers at Bristol beat to march, and sailed up the
river."
" June 11th. Before daylight the alarm-guns at Princeton, Trenton,
Bordentown,and Bristol were fired, and answeredby thosebelow. Tho
gondolas,barges,and flat-bottomedboats pass up the liver."

the British troops evacuated New Jersey,
and sailing for the Chesapeake, marched overland
by way of Brandy wine, and on the 26th of September

In July

Lord CornwaUis, at the head of the British and Hes
sian grenadiers, entered Philadelphia.
On the 8th of May, 1778, an expedition commanded
by Capt. Henry, of the British navy, with about seven
Maj. Maitland, ascended the
After destroying much shipping they
landed at Bordentown, burned the houses of Judge
Joseph Borden and of Col. Joseph Kirkbride, on the
Pennsylvania
shore opposite.
(See history of Bor
hundred

troops

Delaware.

dentown.)
Soon after this expedition,

Sir Henry Clinton suc
Sir William Howe in command of the British
army. The determination of France to succor the
colonies with a fleet rendered it unsafe for the enemy
to longer hold Philadelphia, lest their shipping might
To move by water to
be blockaded in the river.
New York might give Washington an opportunity
of reaching that city by forced marches ahead of
ceeded

them.
Therefore it was decided to march through
That Washington was aware of their
the Jerseys.
is shown by the following notice, inserted
over three weeks in advance of the movement in the

intention

New Jersey Gazette of May 27th :
"The militia of this Stateare desired to be particularly attentive to
expected."
signals, as a movementof the enemyis soon

A little before dawn on the morning of the 18th of
1778,1
June,
they evacuated the city, and before night
the motley crew of British regulars, loyalists, and
Hessians, and a vast crowd of camp followers had
crossed the Delaware and were encamped in Jersey.
Gen. Maxwell, with the Jersey Brigade of Continental
troops, had been sent prior to this to take position at
the difficult pass near Mount Holly. Gen. Dickinson
was assembling the militia with great energy, and had
already commenced the destruction of the bridges,
the felling of trees across the roads, and other impedi
ments to delay their march.
Gen. Clinton moved
with great deliberation, passing through Haddonfield,

Mount Holly, Slabtown, Columbus,
Crosswicks, AUentown, Walnford, and
Maxwell retired before him, and Dick
inson and Cadwallader hung upon his flanks and rear
in small, light parties, capturing all stragglers and
Moorestown,

Bordentown,
Imlaystown.

marauders, and annoying him from favorable points.
' Lossing'aFleld-Boolt, vol. il. p. 147.

June,5
Before daylight on the morning of the 23d of
a large party of light troops (foot) passed through
Bordentown and out the White Horse or Trenton

road to the drawbridge.
At this time all the Conti
troops and the great body of the militia were
north of the Crosswicks, though but few on the line

nental

of it. The First Burlington, Col. William Shreve,
and First Hunterdon, Col. Joseph Phillips, were sta
tioned to guard Watson's Ford, where the Camden and
Amboy Railroad bridge crosses-the creek, and the regi
ments of Cols. Frederic Frelinghuysen, Henry Van-

dike, and John Webster remained to hold the bridge.
Gen. Dickinson had some redoubts thrown up north of
the bridge, and the flooring had been removed and the
draw raised. Under cover of darkness the light troops
and
approached, and, having ripped the planks
weather-boards from a neighboring barn, proceeded
with zeal to repair the bridge. The militia were got
under arms and double-quicked to the bridge, but the
picket who had been stationed there opened upon the
enemy with such spirit as to drive them back with the

The militia
loss of four killed and several wounded.
remained under arms the balance of the night and most
of the day, but no further attempt was made to seize
the bridge.
The position at the bridge is a most ex
cellent one, as is the line of Crosswicks Creek gener
ally, on either side, for defense. If Washington, then
marching to intercept the movement of the British
to New York, could have taken position on the north
bank of this creek, he would have had a much more
advantageous position than at Monmouth, and a pro
longed battle of manoeuvring and detached fighting
probably have taken place before the enemy
could have forced a passage over one of the few fords,
or turned the left of the position near the Pines.

would

The British, finding it inadvisable to dislodge the
militia, left a sufficient guard to hold the positions at
the bridge and ford, to prevent the Americans from
crossing in their rear and annoying
their trains.
Moving on an old road, they entered Crosswicks by a
long abandoned road that wound through the meadow
near Braislin's brick-yard, and entered the main road
in the rear of the town.
The main body of the British under Lieut.-Gen.

Earl CornwaUis entered Bordentown early in the day.
Plundering and burning Col. Lewis' grist-mill on
Black's Creek, they followed the advance to Cross
wicks.
The column halted in the road behind the
village.

A

field or staff officer rode forward to re
and halted his horse on the brow of the
hill overlooking the bridge, on the field where the
creamery now stands at the cross-roads.
Col. Caleb
connoitre,

Shreve, who was on that side of the bridge, imme
diately entered the old red house now standing on the
corner diagonally from the creamery and opposite the
Friends'
grounds, and from the side next the bridge
fired at and mortally wounded him. He was after• Gen. Sir Houry Clinton's official report.
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The column of His Excel
here.
lency Lieut. -Gen. Knyphausen, with the provisions
and baggage-trains, bat-horses, and reserve artillery,
was concentrated

and the house burnt to the ground.
The militia and
farmers of the country had gathered in considerable
force on the opposite side of the creek, in what was
then known as Woodwardville, now North Cross

line nearly twelve miles long, moved
extending in
out on the Ellisdale road and bivouacked somewhere
between Crosswicks and the Iron Bridge road. The best
Satposition for
bivouac in that neighborhood

They had already torn up the flooring of the
and were cutting away the sleepers. The
enemy at once advanced light troops to drive them
from their work, when a brisk skirmish ensued. The
Americans having a small field-piece, it is not probable

terthwait's

hearing
whence

the sound of artillery they moved towards
CornwaUis' col
came. These troops and

it

umn were very likely massed behind the village,
Americans' fieldunder shelter of the houses. The
piece very probably was posted on the brow of the
hill, some distance above the bridge, in position to
rake the road extending along the westerly side of
It is probable in the attempt
the Friends' ground.

is

it,

to fire up this road or over the meeting-house at the
troops in rear of it the ball struck the wall that so
and the scar of which can now be
long remained in
It, probable the firing soon ceased on both
seen.
sides, as nothing could be gained by its continuance
tended to force

a

after the bridge

was down, without the British in
passage, whicii they showed no in

is

a

it

Pigs'

feet was the principal
dish served, and when he finished he for a moment
contemplated in silent admiration the vast pile of
Then with his knife sweeping
bones he had left.
" am done." It
them off the table, he remarked,
impression
general
of the Wain family that
was the

full, ate in the shed.

he was. Watson, in his Annals, says, "He used to
thumb."
But
spread his butter on his bread with his
general
by his Hessian eccen
we must not judge the
tricities.2
We can well understand why an army of
train of nearly
eleven thousand men should have
twelve miles long. During the passage of this column
through the Jerseys they visited nearly all the houses
on the road, and took therefrom one-half of all the
blankets, sheets, and provisions, and many of the

prov
He was a nativo of Alsace, then and now one of the Rhenish
regiment. The general was
inces. His father was colonel of German
bred soldier, and servedunder Frederick I., father of the Great Fred
erick. He commandedall the mercenary troops in America, and was
consideredan excellent officer. At this time he waa about sixty years
of age, medium height, slender andstraight, and was remarkably amia
ble and simple-minded. Polite in manners, gentle in deportment,ho
was much esteemedby tho British officers. He died on the frontiers of
Gormany about 1796.—Losting'a Field-Book, vol. p. 132,and vol. ii. p.

Lossing's Field-Book, vol.

i.

1

i.

a

clination that day to do. During the skirmish two
or three of the enemy besides the officer were shot.
horse shot
Col. Elias Dayton, of the militia, had
under him at the forks of the road, near the crest of
During the day the whole British army
the hill.1

The division was all day
foif a roadway.
large
passing this point, and was accompanied by
dined
number
of
officers
of
followers.
crowd
camp
at the house of Richard Wain, near the Mills. Gen.
Knyphausen arrived rather late, and finding the table
of dirt

a

cheers of

the

was won, and

broken down, and the sappers and miners worked
hard for two hours to throw another across. Heavy
trees were felled for sleepers, and smaller ones with
branches were placed over them, with a good coating

I

his comrades. His victory
turning to seek shelter a musket-ball
entered his brain, and he fell back into the creek,
His
yielding his life for his country's independence.
name is not borne on the muster-roll of any regiment
in the service of his State. He was a volunteer fight
ing for his country without hope of pay or reward.
Another column of British troops lay in camp near
the old York road and the Recklesstown pike. Upon
amidst

stanch patriot, who believed the times tried
the women's as well as the men's souls. Early the
next morning the column moved forward, passing
through Ellisdale, then called Gibbstow.n, to Waln
Here the bridge had been
ford, on the Crosswicks.

She was

a

of the British skirmishers, but the whizzing of the
balls only strengthened his arm and quickened his
blows. He needed not the cheers of the Americans
to urge him on, for he faltered not in his task. The
last sleeper was cut and fell splashing into the water

gentleman, for they had just been over to the house
on the other side of the road, where they received
from an old lady the greatest scolding they ever had
in their lives. The lady referred to was Mrs. Steward.

A

man named Clevenger determined to com
plete the work of destruction, and, with axe in hand,
stood bravely to his task. He soon became the target

ant as to the whereabouts of the individual sought.
was quite refreshing to meet with

They informed him

a

A young

Mr. Howard received them on his porch, in his flut
tering robes, was exceedingly polite, but very ignor

a

ening or extension of their skirmish line. Their light
troops scattered along the brow of the hill kept up a
sprinkling fire, but the brave fellows continued at
their work, and soon all but the last sleeper was gone.

them came to the farm-house of Alexander Howard
to inquire as to the residence of some noted Whig.

a

the enemy showed themselves in large bodies within
its range. There was no occasion for their doing
so, as if they wished to increase their fighting force
the safest and most effective way was by the strength

Level, which possesses all the requisites of
defense, with space, wood, and water. That night their
videttes extended as far as Walnford, their officers
and men moving continually on the road. Two of

a

wicks.
bridge

2

If

a

wards carried to a house at the east end of the village,
the same now occupied by Mr. John Braislin.
the
colonel had been discovered he would have been shot

p. 323.

104.
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A Mr. Lawrence, who* lived near
Walnford, was thus treated, but it is said the Hessians
Perhaps they could afford
divided fairly with him.
to do so. At the house of John Thorn, near the tollgate of the Crosswicks and Recklesstown turnpike,
cattle and horses.

after cleaning out his cellar, they attempted to force
their way to the upper rooms, where the women had
fled in terror. But old John Thorn manfully defended
the stairway and saved them, carrying to his grave
the scars of their sabres.

This march of Knyphausen appears to have com
pletely deceived the militia, who were somewhat dis
posed to take suppositions for facts. Having but an

started from his bed, and rushing through the door,
which was open on account of the heat, dashed down
the hill, and before the astonished sentinel could de
cide whether he had seen a ghost or not, his noble
commander

was floundering
knee-deep among the
mud and mallows of the little creek.
The plunge
awakened him, and his loud outcries brought officers
and soldiers rushing from the tents, in the full ex
pectation of finding themselves attacked by the rebel
army.
The shouts and curses, the confusion, the
rushing here and there of half-dressed men formed a
But the
scene at once alarming and ridiculous.
pause being at length discovered, the discomfited gen

imperfect

knowledge of the composition of the long
line on the Ellisdale road, the rear of which probably
did not reach the bivouac until midnight, they sup
posed Clinton, baffled in his attempt to cross at two

eral was borne back to his quarters, and with Mrs.
Bunting's aid was cleansed, and, stupefied as he still
was, placed again in the clean, comfortable bed
which he had occupied; order was restored in the

points, was moving up the creek with his whole army.
He, however, that night lay near Crosswicks, con
cealed from view so completely that his fires could
not be seen.
The next morning, the 24th, the Amer
icans were found to have abandoned their position.

till reveille
camp, and silence reigned unbroken
aroused the slumbering host."
Young Samuel Bun
ting, who was serving under Washington, came home

got gloriously drunk. We will now quote the writer's
account of the affair, which, we have been informed,
is strictly true: "But she (the mother) was not al
lowed to indulge in her sad reflections for many

moments before she was summoned to the room be
low to supply bucket and clothes and all things neces
sary to remove the mud from the august person of the
British general. He, it seemed, had an attack of
nightmare, caused by the carouse of the evening, and
probably imagining that the Yankees were upon him,

it,

of Knyphausen, who lay at Imlaystown with the
trains.
A portion of CornwaUis' army bivouacked
on the farm of Robert Montgomery,
man of peace;
three of whose family though were officers in the army.
a

day and night on the lawn leading down to the little
creek, on the westerly side of the village, stretching
from the present road at that point around nearly to
the Recklesstown road. Sir Henry Clinton made his
headquarters at Bunting's house, and in the evening

reconstructing the bridge, and passing over a sufficient
force to hold the position, completed
when the
whole army, unencumbered by trains, crossed and
moved out beyond AUentown,1 covering the position

Before they left they fired several rounds at his house,
one of the balls of which
still imbedded in the wall.
The house and farm
now occupied by Bennington
Gill, Esq.
is

time during the day of the fighting the main army
under Gen. Clinton arrived, they in moving across
the fields destroying and trampling under the corn
and other grain.
A portion of them lay during the

order, they struck the muzzles on the
benches, the marks of which are plainly visible to
this day. Soon after daylight the enemy commenced

is

has been kindly placed in possession of, we gather the
following interesting facts: The house of Bunting
stood where Samuel Vandegrift's house now is. Some

serviceable

The glorious battle of Monmouth was fought on the
28th of June, 1778.'2 It being harvest-time, as soon
This name derived from Nathan Allen, who in 1T03purchased five
hundred and twenty acresof land of Robert Burnet. The tract commonced where Abel Chafferty's mill now stands. Ho
was a stanch
Quaker— Hist. Dis. Presbyterian
Church, AUentown,by the liev. George
Swain, 1877,p. 11.
The author
indebted to J. O'Heir, ordnance Bergoant U. S. A., in
charge of post Carlisle Barracks,
Pennsylvania, for the following inter
esting item Molly Pitchor.tho daughter of Johu Hauun, of AUentown,
is

crossing, doubtlessly to deceive the militia.
Revolution,"
From "A Tale of the
founded on tra
ditions in the Bunting family, and preserved by Mrs.
Henry Hance, the manuscript of whicii the author

is

abilities are they moved up the creek to a point near
where the iron bridge now stands, where the enemy
had cut a road down to the creek and made show of

what information he had gathered to the
army."
American
During the night it rained, and the reserve of the
British guard stationed at the bridge crossing occu
pied the Friends' meeting-house.
The old flint-lock
musket was not well adapted for use in rainy weather,
and drawing their loads to cleanse and put them into
carried

:

Full of fight and spirit the
day before, they would have given him trouble if they
had not been withdrawn.
Deceived though the prob
could have been rebuilt.

farm-clothes, he fraternized with the soldiers, counted
the guns and regiments, listened to the drunken con
versation of Sir Henry, and during the uproar es
caped from the house, and under cover of the dark
ness passed through their lines, swam the creek, and

I

without considerable , loss if properly resisted.
The Americans' gun would have to have been silenced
and themselves driven beyond range before the bridge

sage

2

Naturally strong, even with the advantage of number
and discipline, Clinton could not have forced the pas

that day a little while before the arrival of the Brit
ish at his mother's house, and burnt his uniform up
in the kitchen fireplace.
During the day, in his old

THE REVOLUTIONARY
of the militia could be dispensed with
permitted
were
to return to their homes to gather
they
the crops. With willing hands and gladdened hearts
as the service

could they work in the fields they had so materially
assisted in driving the plundering foe from.
In the
general orders issued the day after the battle, Wash
ington says, " Gen. Dickinson and the militia of this
State are also thanked for their nobleness in opposing

WAR.
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From Mr.
money, but did not take anything else.
Shreve's they went to the house of Mr. Cleayton
Newbold, whom they robbed of a small quantity of
From Mr. Cleayton
plate, a gold watch, and money.
they passed to the house of Mr. William
Newbold, when observing a number of people about
the house, they feigned themselves to be Whigs and
in quest of horse-thieves, and did not attempt to rob."

Newbold's

the enemy in their march from Philadelphia, and for
the aid which they have given in harassing and im
advance."
peding their
That the county suffered from straggling soldiers

Col. William Shreve, of the First Regiment, Burling
ton State Troops, who resided near Recklesstown,
aroused the inhabitants
and pursued them to the
Pines, where, at Borden's Run, they were brought to

and camp followers of the British army is evident
from the following advertisements, taken from issues
of the New Jersey Gazette after the battle :

skirmish, wounding two and capturing one, besides
several firelocks and most of the plunder.

"The. public are requested to be cautious nbout purchasing or re
ceiving Bank notesor Tickets from strangers, disaflecttdor straggling
persons,numbershaving fell into the hands of the enemyin tlieir pass
ing through this Stale. The managersof the United States Lotteries
are requestednot to pay any prizes Ac." July 22, 1778.
"Stolen. Kine silver Tea spoons from Captain Joseph Clunn house."

Nothing can more plainly show the disturbed state
of the community than the following item, taken from
Burlington," page
Hill's '' History of the Church in

" In 1779 it is stated that
cessation of public worship in
Jersey and Pennsylvania, and
out."
ary driven
When the British marched to

318 :

there has been a total
the provinces of New
almost every mission

Monmouth, Col. Israel

Shreve was stationed with his regiment, the Second
army, near Mount Holly.
New Jersey, Continental

Moving on to the battle-field he skirmished with and
harassed from cover the British to such an extent
that, upon their passing near his residence in the
neighborhood of Georgetown, they burned it with all
the outbuildings and ripening grain.
The following incident illustrates the insecurity of
property and danger to life, even at a distance from
the enemy's lines : A party of armed Tories, or "Pine
Robbers,"
on the 15th of August, 1780, says the New
Jersey Gazette, "came to the house of John Black, Jr.,
in Springfield, Burlington County, and robbed him of
a considerable sum of hard money, also sundry wear
ing apparel. From Mr. Black's they proceeded to the
house of Caleb Shreve, Esq., taking with them a cer
tain Mr. Lloyd as a guide, or to prevent his giving
They robbed Mr.
information to the neighborhood.
Shreve of a small sum of hard and Continental
and the wife of a cannoneer named John Maban, who obtained her
sobriquet from her cnrrying "waterto the soldiers of her husband'sbat
tery during battle, lies buried in the old cemeteryat Carlisle. The fol
lowing is the inscription upon the tablet erectedover her grave :

" Mollie

M'Cawley,
Renowned in History as
Mollie Pitcher,
The Heroine of Monmouth,
Died January, 1833,
Aged 79 years.
Erected by the citizens of Cumberland County,
July 4th, 1876.

An account of a skirmish with the noted outlaw,
"Captain"

John

Bacon, at Cedar Creek bridge, Dec.
in the New Jersey Gazette of

27, 1782, was published

Jan.

8, 1783, and being considered authentic has been
copied extensively into historical works.
We prefer,
however, giving the official account, never before
published.
In reporting this action to Governor

Livingston, Col. Israel Shreve, dating his letter at
1782,"
"Mansfield, Dec. 28,
says, "This evening a
party of horse and foot returned from the Sea Shore
after several days search after Bacon and his party.
Our party consisted of 6 horsemen and 20 foot. Not
falling in with him where they expected, the party
returned by way of Cedar Creek Bridge in Monmouth
County.
While refreshing at a tavern near that
place, Bacon and his party appeared at the Bridge.
Our people attempted to force the Bridge. None but
Lieut. Benj. Shreve got over, the second horse being
bridge."
In a postscript Benjamin
killed on the
" Capt. Shreve," and Capt.
Shreve is referred to as
Thomas is also mentioned, but Capt. Richard Shreve's
name does not occur. In a letter to the author, S.
"
H. Shreve, Esq., who furnished the above says,
Benj.
Shreve and not Richard Shreve com
think that
Richard Shreve was
manded at Cedar Bridge.

I

I

I

do not
at first captain of the Troop, but
remember hearing
think he was at Cedar Bridge.
When
my grandfather Benjamin speak of the fight.
know

I

the charge was made, he did not notice that he was
not supported by his men until he was in the midst

of the Refugees, when he saw his only chance of es
cape was by boldly pushing through their line, which

he did, and though pursued and frequently fired at,
he evaded them, owing to the fleetness of the spirited
horse whicii he rode. His horse was slightly wounded
by buckshot, and he was obliged to make a long de
company."
tour through the Pines tp rejoin his
Young William Cook, Jr., of Cook's Mill, now
was killed in the attack, and Robert
of Recklesstown, a youth of nineteen, fell
mortally wounded. Ichabod Johnson (for whom a
reward of twenty-five pounds had been offered) was
killed. Bacon, for whom a reward of fifty pounds
had been offered, was surprised and killed on the
Burling'evening of April 3, 1783, near West Creek,
Cookstown,
Reckless,
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by a party commanded by Capt. John
Arneytown.
of
Stewart,
In April, 1777, Lewis Bastedo, an active Whig,
was riding along the Ellisdale road close to where
When near the lane of
that village now stands.
Alexander Howard he discovered two armed men
Recognizing them as
lurking in some laurel-bushes.

ton County,

to ambush him, he fired and
a noted Tory, and
jumping from his horse rushed upon Thomas Fowler
and disarmed and captured him.
'In August, 1782, Maj. Thomas Fennimore, collector
enemies who intended
instantly

killed Nicholas Williams,

of Burlington County, was attacked and robbed of
considerable public money by refugees from Egg
Harbor. Capt. Douglass went in pursuit of the rob
bers, and attacking killed fourteen
they could get to their boats.

of them before

From the records of the Chesterfield Monthly Meet
we extract the following :

ing, Crosswicks,

"1 mo. 4tli, 1776. John Decow produced «. paper condeming his
being guilty of bearing of arms in a military manner which was read
and received.
" The Preparative Meeting at Bordentown informs that Jas. Lawrie
son of Thos. Lawrie lias enteredinto Military servicesby taking a Cap
tains Commissionand enlisting of men for the purpose of besiringarms.
Joshua Furman and Stacy Ports are appointed to visit him and inform
him thereof as they find their minds engagedand report to next meet
ing.
"3mo, 7th, 1776. Stacy Potts reports he visited Jas. Lawrie, Janr.
agreeableto appointmentand he justified his conduct in acting in Mili
tary services,thereforefor the clearing of Truth and friends we disown
him from being a memberof our religious Society untill he comes to a
senseof his errors manifesting the same in Life & conversation and
condemnsit as our Discipline directs and further the friend reportsthat
he informed him it was likely he would be removed out of the parts,
and we should not have an opportunity to inform him of the further
proceedingsof the meeting thereforehe now notised him of his right
of appeal and he reply'd he should not appeal.
"The Preparative Meeting of Mansfield informs that Joseph Pancoast,Jnnr. is guilty of acting in Military servicesand justifies himself
therein.
"5 mo. 2 1776. Chesterfield Preparative Meeting informs William
Lewis and William Montgomeryhave beenconcernedin bearing arms
in a Military way &c.
" Anth. Sykes informs this meeting that William Shreve and Barzilla
Kcwbold have beenconcernedin Military services,&c.
"G mo. Gth1776. Upper Freehold preparative meeting,informs that
Saml. Wright llartshorne hath beenactive in Military servicesand re
fuses to make satisfaction,&c.
" Bordentown preparative meeting informs that Wm. Dean and Shadloke Butler hath enteredinto military servicesand doth not condemn
their conduct.
"8 nio. 1st, 1776. The meeting House in Trenton belonging to
friends having been used by the Convention or Congressof this Prov
Pennsylince to meet in and also the Soldiers in passing through from
vnniato Amboy and Woodbridgehavebeen Quarteredtherein therefore
this meeting appoints Isaiah Robins, Amos Middleton, John Bullock,
Benj. Clark, and Benj. Linton to inspect into the case and see bow far
our ancient Testimony against wars hath been maintained and sup
•
ported and report to next Meeting.
" 9 mo. 5th 1776. The Committeeappointed to enquire into the use
lately madeof friends Meeting House at Trenton and how far tho Tes
timony of friends against war has been supported now reported that
they find the said Meeting House has been usedby the Provincial Con
vention to sit in and also by tho Soldiers Btationedor passing through

Trenton as a Barrack, that in the firBt instanco the key was delivered
to thosewh.odesiredit, in the secondthat friends submitted to its being
taken to prevent tho breaking of the Doors which was threatened, and
the friends there remonstrated against such an use of their Meeting
House as inconsistent with our Religious Principles against wars and

Fightings this committeeis of the judgment that the key should have
been denied and not deliveredaltho the consequencesmight have been
the Violation of the House as the Testimony of friends would in the
Judgment of this committee have been thereby more fully maintained
which is submitted to tho meeting by (the committee aforesaid) which
being considered the Meeting recommendsit to friends in future to bo
very careful in the support of our Religious right and Privileges and
to arrest and maintain them on all occasionswith a decent firmness
without fear of danger therefrom remembering that sufferings is when
they are permitted to come upon us in the dischargo of a good con
sciencetowards him whom we wish to servo preferableto favour and in
dulgence at the expence of our stability and growth in the Truth.
"Chesterfield Pre Mee, informs that Gabriel Allen has been concerned
in Military Services Ac.
"3 mo. 0th, 1777. The Pre Mee of Upper Springfield reports that
Caleb Shrove,John Wood, John Black, Joshua Shreve, William Newbold, Jos. Newbold, John Middleton & Wm. Wood, Juur. had been vis
ited on account of being concerned in Military services,and that they
seemedto justify their conduct therefore Joshua Gibbs, Alex Howard,
Wm.Coppeithwait & Garvas Pharo are appointed to endeavourby fur
ther Christian Labour if possible to bring them to a just senseof their
Transgression and report to next Meeting.
"4 mo. 3 1779. A Testification was produced to this meeting
Joel Middleton for bearing of Aims in a Military way.
"The Preparative Meeting of Stony Brook informs that Job. Oldden
hath administered the oath in the courseof his office as Coroner under
the former Government and also been so far concerned in promoting
Military Measuresasto he a Committeeman in the present time of Com
motions, &c.
"Ebcr Decow Produced an acknowledgment condeming bis hiring a
person to bear &c.
"The Pre Mee of Chesterfield that Henry Lippincott hath been con
cerned with the Military and Signed their Association for defence.
"1 mo. 1st,1778. Anthony Woodward, sou of William produced an
Acknowledgement of his being so fur in the spirit of War as to carry
Arms &c.
"G mo. 4th 1778. The said meeting likewise informs that James
Combshas paid fines in lieu of personal servicein the war and has hired
a man to go to war in h:s room a~udneglects attending our religious
meetings &c.
" The said meeting also reports that Daniel Thorn has beenconcerned
in bearing of Arms in aWarlike manner pressing of waggons and hiring
a man in lieu of personal service,&c.
"Benj. White produced an acknowledgement condemning his devi
ating from the rules of Friends by being a waggon master iu carrying
on war, &c.
"8 mo. 12, 1777. The Committeewho were appointed to enquire how
far Friends have through fear or from lucrative motives Baulked our
Religious Testimony against war report,John Thorn has taken the Test,
paid fines and hired a man to go out in the Militia, Isaac Field has paid
a fine for his servant in lieu of personal service, holds an office iu the
present unsettledstateof publick affairs and is supposedto have taken
the t#esf,
Isaac Kowgill (Cowgill) has taken the Test and holds officesof
Trust in the present unsettled stateof publick affairs, Edward Brooks
Junr. hiis taken the Test, Marmaduke Watson has taken the Test, Jas.
Taylor has taken the Test, John Wetherill has paid a fine for his boy in
lieu of personal service in the Militia and after his Goodswere sold he
paid the money and took them again, Fretwell Wright, Caleb Ogborn,
John Elli3 and Barzillar Furman are appointed to Treat with them &C."
" A number of tho inhabitants of
the township of Chesterfield having
convened(upon short notice) at Colonel Hoaglaud's,iu Bordentown, on
the 3d instant, and taking into tlieir serious considerationthe great evils
arising from a most pernicious trade and intercourse that has been, and
now is, carrying on with the enemiesof the United States,by tho disaf
fected and unfriendly inhabitants of this state, which, if not speedily
prevented,must provo very injurious to the peace,happiness,and inde-.
pendenceof the union,
" Whereupon, Peter
Tallman, Esquire, being chosen chairman, the
following resolutions were unanimously entered into:
" 1. We will to our utmost detectand
bring to justice nil who may be
anywise concernedin the pernicious traffic, and
use every lawful means
to prevent and suppress it, to which end we will, to the utmost of our
power and influence, strengthen the hands of all
officers,civil and mili
tary, in the discharge of their duty, and support the full and vigorous
execution of tho laws.
"2. We will give every assistanceto those who are vestedwith au
thority to restrain and punish all suspicious persons traveling without
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proper passportsor certificates,or carrying British goodsor other prop
erty made seizable by law.
"3. We will avoid, as far as possible,all intercourse, communications,
and dealings with such as may be concernedin trading with the enemy.
" 4. We will give every support and assistancein our power to those
who shall exert themselvesin bringing to justice all personsconcerned,
directly or indirectly in trading with the enemy, and treat as mean and
-designingevery insinuation that such endeavorsare in the least degree
inconsistent with honor and good citizenship, or that they are not
highly becomingand praiseworthy.
"5. We will, from and after this time, publish in the New Jersey Ga
zettethe namesof every person that shall be convictedwithin this town
ship, violating the law for preventing an illicit trade and intercourse
willi the enemyin order that they may be publicly known, and treat
wj^thsuch a degree of contemptas their crimes deserve.
"G. In prosecuting these objects we will discountenanceall acts of
oppression and violence and whatever may be inconsistent with the
peaceand good order of the community, and not resort to force except
where the sameshall becomeindispensably necessary.
" Petee Tallman, Chairman.
<
.
Bordentown, Aug. 3rd, 1782."

Charges of the above kind

were very numerous

during the Revolutionary war.
"5th mo. 4th, 1780. The following frionda are appointed to collect
the suffering of fi lends for our Religious Testimony against war and
produce them to the Monthly Meeting when collected." This, if now
in existence,must be a mine of information.
"4 mo. 5th 1781. Said Meeting informs that John Wilson hath been
active iu Military service,Struck a man in anger, has bought Distrained
goodB,taken strong liquor to excess, and bath been gaming. Amos
Wright and Isaiah Robins are appointed to treat with him, etc.
"9 mo. Gtli 1781. Said Meeting informs Robert WoodwardbearsArms
in a Military manner,being so situated he can't be spoken with, there
fore this Meeting disownshim the said Robert Woodward from being a
memberof our Religious society until he comes to a senseof his mis
conductand condemnsthe sameas Discipline directs.
"1782. A Testification was produced to this Meeting against Saml.
Parker, for not producing a certificate he had from Little Egg Harbour
Monthly Meeting, bearing Arms as a Guard to a place of Execution
Gaming,and taking Spiritoue liquor more than was necessary&c.
"Said Meeting informs Anthony Reckless and Anthony King had en
gagedthemselvesin the Military service &c.
"2 mo. 6th, 1782.Extracts from the Minutes of the last Quarterly
Meeting was producedto this Meeting in respect to collectingand mak
ing out accot'sof the suffering of Friends for our religious Testimony
against war. Arising the appointing of a Friends or two to enter such
parts of the Extracts of tho Yearly Meeting that may be needful in the
Book of Discipline & Concerning the remedying the disorders which
have appearedin our Meetings of Business which was readand Friends
desired to pay duo attention thereto, Jas Lawrie & the clerk areappointed to enter such parts of the extracts that may be thought needful
in the bookof Disciplin.
"The Friends appointedreport they visited Benj. Shreve in respectto
his bearing of Arms in a Military wa}',he informed them he expectedto
continue therein, therefore this Meeting disowns him, &c.
"7 mu. 8, 1783.Benj. Clark on behalf of the Comt in suffering cases
report that in the caseof Saml. Worth, Jr they had representedthe cir
cumstancesof his caseto the Governor and Counsel who had taken iuto
considerationand releasedhim by remitting his fines, etc."

We will close the incidents of the Revolution with
the subjoined letter, the original of which with other
valuable papers was placed in our hands by the Hon,
George Sykes shortly before his death. It is not
only interesting and amusing, but valuable
ing the state of affairs at that period :

as show

" Dr. Coll :
"You doubtless have heard of the dissentions that have subsisted
this sometime past between tho Whigs & Tories about collecting the
Militia Fines. They have occasionedsuch a Battle on Saturday last as
perhaps never was recordedin history. As expect an account of any
Military engagementswill be acceptableto you, propose giving you a
detail of thi-«,as have it from several who were in the Battle.

I

I

I
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"Capt. Jones had given orders to his Sergeantsto collect fines from
sundry delinquents in his company. Among the rest they levied on two
cows belonging to Anthony Taylor, Commander in Chief of the Tory
Party. Tho Whigs hearing that he had hired and was collecting a num
ber of personsto opposethe "Vendue,collected to about the number of
thirty about 10O'clock on Saturday Morning. When after selling from
place to place without opposition (except at Edward Rockhills where
14 or 15 attemptedto oppose,but finding they were too weak retreated
to their main body at Taylors) a detatchment of eight was sent to de
mand the cows,which they found, one locked up in his washouse,and
the other in a pail'd garden, the Gateof whicii was lock'd. On demand
ing the cattle they were answeredby Taylor that they were there, &
take them if they dare.—Ho had got a sheetfix'd to a long Pule, hoisted
on the Top of bis House, his forcesconsistedof about 40 men & 10or 12
Women, the Women had two Kettles of Boiling water & each one a
pail or Piggin, the Men had each one Club, 9 loaded Guns and about
four Waggon Loads of Stones& Brickbats. The detachment observing
them so well prepaired blew a Horn for the remainder of their forces,
when a most furious and bloody Battle ensued. The onset was begun
hy General Taj lor who with a Club broke the Jaw bone of a Whig &
lay him for dead. The Women play'd their part to a miracle, scalding
severalso that their cloaths were obliged to be cut off.—Stones,Brick
bats, Axes, Hoes, Waggon Tires, hingeB,stalk Knives, Hot Water, &c
&C. Flow to and frow for about half an Hour incessantly. The be
haviour of the Generals Daughter in this engagement cannot be too
much Admired, at Some times she was seenwith a Club in one hand
and a Urinary in the other, at other times beating upon a brass Kettle
which she had for a drum, whilst a serjeant of the Whig party was sing
ing the double Wag.
"But the Tories' ammunition being nearly expended,and many of
them much bruised, they were obliged to retreat into the bouse,from
the first story they were obliged to retreat in a short time up to the sec
ond, where the engagementcontinued until there were scarcea whole
pane of glass in the windows, when the Whigs observing tiiat the noise
of the engagementhad frightened the cattle so that they had broke out
of their confinements,they drove them off and left there adversariesto
dress their wounded. Happily there was no lives lost, but where it will
end God only knows, as the Tories and London traders are bent upon
ruling the country, and the Whigs are determinedto opposeit.

"I am, D^.Coll.

" Black Hobse, August 10,1784.
" Coll. Ishael Shreve,
"Brunswick."

" Your aff. Servt,
"Marmad1" Curtis.

CHAPTER VII.
LIST OF SOLDIERS
STATE TROOPS
TON COUNTY.*

IN THE CONTINENTAL ARMY,
MILITIA, FROM BURLING

AND

CONTINENTAL

TROOPS.

Shreve,Israel, lieut.-col. SecondBattalion, First Establishment, Nov. 8,
1775; Second Battalion, Second Establishment, Nov. 28,1776; Sec
ond Regiment; discharged at the closeof the war.
Lawrie, James, capt. Second Battalion, First Establishment, Nov. 27,
1775; capt. Second Battalion, Second Establishment, Nov. 29,177G;
taken prisoner; died while prisoner of war.
1 Taken from the " Official Register of tho Officers and Men of New
War," compiled
under orders of His Excel
Jersey in the Revolutionary
lency Theodore F. Randolph, Governor, by Gen. William S. Stryker,
adjutant-general of New Jersey, quarto, 878pages,printed by authority
of the Legislature.
The data for this volume was obtained from the pension lists of the
government,the minutes of the Congressof the United States,and of
the Legislature and Council of Safety of New Jersey, the recordsof the
War Department, original manuscripts, rolls of companies of Conti
paymasters'
nental troops, diaries of officers,
memoranda,quartermas
ters' reports,treasurers' receipts," returns" to tho
commander-in-chief,
lists of soldiers pai J at sundry times iu Continental money,other litis of
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Brown, John, private " Forman's Regiment," Continental Aimy; sergt.
"Spencer's Regiment," Continental Army, July 1, 1777;lieut. Capt.
Edgar's troop, " Sheldon's Regiment Light Dragoons," Continental
Army.
Miners,"
Continental
Reckless, Anthony, Kent, regiment " Sappers and
Army ; discharged at the closeof the war.
ensign
Capt.
Brearley's
Shreve, John,
company,SecondBattalion. First
Establishment, July 25,1776; ensign Capt. Lawrie's company,Sec
ond Battalion, Second Establishment, Nov. 29, 1776; ensign Capt.
Hollinshead's company, Second Battalion, Second Establishment,
Nov. 1,1777; ensign SecondRegiment; lieut. Second Regiment, to
date Feb. 3, 1779; iesigned.i
Regiment,"
Continental Army.
Tallman, Peter, lieut. " Spencer's
Curtis, Marmaduke, 1st lieut. Capt. Rosecrantz's company, Third Bat
talion, SecondEstablishment, Nov. 29, 1776; retired Sept. 26,1780;
also capt. militia.
Harrison, Isaac, 1st lieut. Capt. Gifford'scompany;Third Battalion, Sec
ond Establishment.
McMichael, William, 1st lieut. Capt. Ross' company,Third Battalion,
First Establishment,Feb. 7, 1776;desertedAug. 14,1776,from Fort
Schuyler, New York ; killed by the Indians, September,177G.
Norcross, William, ensign Capt. Bloomfield'Bcompany,Third Battalion,
First Establishment; qr.mr. Capt. Bloomfield's company,Third Bat
talion, First Establishment,Feb. 10,1776; 2d lieut. Capt. Mott's com
pany, Third Battalion, SecondEstablishment,Nov. 29,177G;1stlieut.
Capt. Mott's company,Third Battalion, Second Establishment; re
tired Sept. 26,1780.
NON-COMMISSIONED
OFFICERS.
Rockhill, William, private Capt. Holmes' companj', Fourth Battalion,
Second Establishment; sergt. Capt. Holmes' company,Fourth Bat
talion, SecondEstablishment; also private in militia.
Willson, Jnhn, sergt. Capt. Brearley's company,Second Battalion, First
Establishment.
Legion,"
•Wright, George, sergt. "Lee's
Continental Army.
Legion,"
Wright, Juhn, private "Lee's
Continental Army; corp. "Lee's
Legion,"
Continental Army, Dec. 1, 1778; sergt. "Lee's Legion,'1

Phillips'
Bunting, Ramoth, Capt.
company,SecondBattalion, SecondEs
tablishment; also militia.
Burns, Daniel, Capt. Anderson's company,Fourth Battalion, SecondEs
tablishment.
Carman, Nathan, First Battalion, Second Establishment; First Regi
ment.
Carman, Thomas, First Regiment,
Cook, Stephen,Capt. McMire's company,First Battalion, First Establish
ment.
Davis, John, First Regiment.
Deacon,Aaron, First Battalion, SecondEstablishment, First Regiment.
De Camp, Abraham, Capt. Shither's troop, Sheldon's Regiment, "Light
Dragoons,"
Continental Army.
Douglass, Moses, Capt. Morrison's company,First Battalion, SecondEs
tablishment; died March 1, 1777.
Earl, John, First Battalion, SecondEstablishment.
Ford, Jonathan, First Regiment.
French, Daniel, Capt. Anderson's company, Fourth Battalion.
Gibbs, John, First Battalion, SecondEstablishment.
Gibbs, William, Capt. Mead's companj, First Regiment.
Haines, Daniel, SecondBattalion, SecondEstablishment ; Capt.Hendry's
company,SecondRegiment.
Haines, John, Capt. Mitchell's company,First Regiment.
Haines, Joseph, First Battalion, SecondEstablishment ; Capt. Cox'scom
pany, Third Regiment ; First Regiment.
Harrison, Isaac, First Battalion, SecondEstablishment.
Hunt, Jacob, Capt. Ross1company,Third Battalion, First Establishment.
Lee, Timothy, First Regiment.
Martin, David, Capt.Bloomfield'acompany.Third Battalion, First Estab
lishment; Capt. Gifford's company, Third Battalion, Second Estab
lishment; Third Regiment.
McDaniel, John, Third Battalion, First Establishment; Capt. Gifford's
company,Third Battalion, SecondEstablishment.
Middleton, Joseph, First Battalion, Second Establishment; Capt. Cox's
company,Third Regiment; First Regiment.
Nixon, Richard, dragoon, Continental Army.
Narcross,Benjamin, Capt.Ross' company,Third Battalion, SecondEstab

July 10,1780.
Deacon, Aaron, corp. Capt.Dayton's company,Third Regiment.
Rockhill, William, private Capt. Holmes' company, Fouith Battalion,
SecondEstablishment ; trans. May 22,1778,to " Nicholas' Regiment,
Corps,"
Invalid
Continental Army ; corp. *'Nicholas' Regiment, In
Corps,"
valid
Continental Army, April 1, 1780;disch. June 11,1783,
disability.

lishment'; Capt. Cox's company, Third Regiment; First
Oliver, David, First Battalion, SecondEstablishment.
Opdyke, William (Continental Army).
Pearson, William (Continental Army).
Picrson, Thomas, First Regiment.
Reed, Isaac, First Regiment.
Sexton, Timothy (Continental Army).

Privates.
Legion,"
Allen, Richard, Third Battalion, SecondEstablishment,"Lee's
Continental Army.
Amey, David, First Regiment.
Biddle, Jacob, First Regiment.
Biddle, Moses, Capt. Forman's company,First Regiment.
Legion,"
Continental Army.
Brown, James, " Lee's
Artillery"
(SecondRegiment Artillery),
Brown, John Matross, " Lamb's
Continental Army.
Budd, Conklin, Third Battalion, First Establishment; Capt. Patterson's
company,Third Battalion, SecondEstablishment.

Southard, Abraham, Third Battalion, First Establishment ; Capt. Mott's
company,Third Battalion, SecondEstablishment.
Legion,"
Southwick, Samuel, " Lee's
Continental Army.
Legion,"
Southwick, William, " Lee's
Continental Army.
Stratton, Sherwood(Continental Army).
Updyke, William, Third Battalion, First Establishment; Capt. Patter
son's company,Third Battalion, SecondEstablishment.
Regiment"
Warner, Charles, "Ilugen's
(SecondCanadian), Continental
Army.
White, Joseph, First Rogiment.
Wilson, Moses,First Regiment.
Wood, Isaac, Capt. Forman's company, First Regiment.
Wood. John, Capt. Flanagan's company,Third Battalion, Second Estab

men who receivednotesfor depreciationof said currency, various kinds
of vouchers,etc.
The conception of this work originated with Gen. Stryker in the
courseof the discharge of the duties of his office. Tho magnitude of
tho labor and care required is apparentat a glance to thosefamiliar with
such researches,and that it should have beenundertakenafter the lapse
of nearly a century, with all its names,its dates,and records,showsan
unbounded zeal and energyfound only in the lover of such work. It is
a noble monument to those patriuts who achieved the liberties of tho
people and the independenceof tho country.
. The general in a letter to Governor Randolph reporting the comple
tion of his labors,and which forms an introductory to his work, says,
" Not assertirjgthat it is completeor without ah error, do affirm that
no record has been made hastily or without what seemedto me to bo
verified,"
well
i Lieut. John Shreve, son of Col. Isroel Shreve,was horn near George
town, Burlington Co., April 8, 1702. He accompaniedhis father In the
expedition to Canadain 1775,having enteredthe army when not four
teen years of age. He was presentedby tho ladles of Philadelphia with
a pair of silver shoe-buckles,sash,and sword.

I

lishment.
Wood, Joseph, "Sheldon's Rogiment, Light
Army.

Dragoons,"

Continental

Woodward, A. (Continental Army).
Wright, David",First Battalion, SecondEstablishment ; Capt. W. Piatt's
company,First Regiment.

These are all the soldiers among the Continental
troops that we can identify with
any certainty as be
longing to Burlington County.
The names of many
other Continentals will be found among the State
troops and militia.
STATE TROOPS AND MILITIA.
Borden, Joseph, col. First Regiment ; resigned Sept. 28,1776.
Read, Charles, col. Second Regiment; col. battalion "detached militia,"
July Is, 1776; col. battalion State troops, Nov. 27,1776.
Reed, Bowes, l!eut.-col. Col. Newcomb's battalion, June
14,1776; col.
First Regiment, Sept. 28,1776; resigned March 31, 1778.
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Reynolds, Thomas, lieut.-col. SecondRegiment; col. Second Regiment,
June 6, 1777; prisoner of war and paroled; resigned Dec. 18,1782.
Shreve, William, 1st maj. First Regiment, Sept. 28, 1776; lieut-col.
First Regiment, March 15, 1777; col. First Regiment, April 18,
1778.
Lieut enant-Colonels.
Haight, Joseph, 1st maj. 'SecondRegiment; lieut.-col. SecondRegiment,
June 6, 1777; dismissed Dec. 25,1779.
Hoagland, Oakey, capt. First Regiment; 2d maj. First Regiment, Feb.
1,1777; Ut maj. First Regiment, March 15,1777; lieut.-col/ First
Regiment, April 18,1778; lieut.-col. State troops.
Lewis, William, lieut.-col. First Regiment, Sept. 28,1776; resigned.
Ross, John, lieut.-col. SecondRegiment, Dec. 18,1872; also maj. Conti
nental Army.
Majors.
Budd, Joseph, 2d maj. SecondRegiment, June 6, 1777; resigned Nov. 30,
1781.
Fenimore, Thomas, 1st maj. Second Regiment, June 6, 1777; resigned
May 28,1779.
Newbold, Barzillai.
Perkins, Jacob, 2d maj. First Regiment, April 18,1778; maj. Taylor's
Regiment State troopB,Oct. 9, 1779.
Sterling, James, 2d maj. First Regiment, Sept. 28,1776.
Middlesex,'
Nov. 28,
Tan Emburgh, John, 2d maj. Second Regimeut,
maj.
Second
June
Regiment,
6, 1777; taken prisoner at
1776; 1st
Tom's River, N. J., May 14, 1780; escaped.

"Gloucester," Burlington.
Wood, John,
Woolston, Joseph, capt. Second Regiment.
Lieutenants.
Ashton, James, militia.
Brown, Benjamin, lieut. company artillery.
Gaskill, Samuel.
Hair, George.
Hammill, John.
Hendrickson, David, lieut. First Regiment.
Matthews, John, lieut., Burlington; Lieut. Harrison's company,Huuterdon.
Montgomery, Alexander, Heut. Capt. Borden's troop light-horse, Oct. 6,
1777.
Morris, George.
First Lieutenants.
Delatush, Henry, Capt. Pancoast's company, First Regiment, July 3,
1776.
Dobbins, William, Capt. Weaver's company, Second Regiment, April 5,
1776.
Second Lieutenast.
Howell, Henry, Capt. Weaver's company, Second Regiment, April 15,
1777.
Ensigns.
Parker, Abraham, Capt, Weaver's company, April 15, 1777.
Weyman, Abel, ens,,Burlington ; ens." Heard's Brigade," June 14,1776;
also capt. Continental Army.
Cornets.

Adjutant.
Douglass,Alexander, private, adjt.; quartermaster.
Quartermaster.
Davis, Josiah.
Black, John.

Paymaster.
Captains.

Anderson,David, capt. SecondRegiment; capt. State troops^
Anderson, George.
Anderson,James.
Biddle, Aaron, militia.
Borden,1Joseph, Jr., capt. troop light-horse, Oct. 6, 1777.
Brown, Joseph, capt. First Regiment.
Browning, Jacob.
Carlisle, Langston, capt. First Regiment.
Clevenger,Zachariah, capt. First Regiment.
Clunn, John, capt. ; also wagon-maBter.
HayeB*
Battalion State troops.
Cooper,Jacob, capt. ; Capt.
Cowperthwaite,Joseph, capt. First Regiment, Monmouth ; capt. .Bur
lington.
Curtis, Marmaduke, capt.; also 1st lieut. Continental Army; also issu
ing forage-master.
Dobbins, Seth, capt. Second Regiment.
Fennimore, Samuel, capt. First Regiment; capt. troop light-horse.

.
Green,
.
Gilbert,
Leak, John.
Myers, John, capt. Second Regimeut.
Oliphant, James, capt. Second Regiment; resigned April 9,1777; disa
bility.
Pancoast,Joseph, capt. First Regiment, July 3, 1776.
Quigley, Joseph, capt. First Regiment.
Quigley, Robert, lieut. FirBt Regiment ; capt. First Regiment.
Quigley, Thomas, capt. First Regiment.
.
Read,
militia,"
"
July 18,
Shepherd, Job, capt. Read's Battalion, detached
1776.
Shepherd,Joseph, capt. First Regiment.
Aug.
Shreve,Benjamin, lieut. Capt. Richard Shreve's troop Hght-horse,
light-horse.
7, 1782; capt. Capt. Richard Shreve's.troop
Shreve,Richard, capt. troop light-horse, Aug. 7, 1782.
Stewart, John.
capt. First Regiment; capt.
Thomas, Edward, lieut. First Regiment;
troop light dragoons.
Vandyke, Joseph, capt. First Regiment.
April 15,1777.
Weaver, Joseph, capt. SecondRegiment,
capt. First Regiment.
Wilkinson, John, adjt. First Regiment;
i Died of wound receivedai the battle of Germantown, Philadelphia.
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Brown, John, Jr., cornet Capt. Richard Shreve's troop light-horse,
Aug. 7, 1782.
Cook,
, Capt. Shreve'stroop Hght-horBe.
Lawrence, Jacob, cornet Capt. Borden's troop light-horse- Oct. 6, 1777.
Quartermaster's Sergeant.
Douglass,John, sergeant; quartermaster'ssergeantCapt. Cooper'scom-,
pany, State troops.
Sergeant.
Turner, William, private Capt. Clevenger's company,First Regiment;
sergeant Capt. Clevenger's company, First Regiment; sergeant
State troops; also private Continental Army.
Privates.
Anderson, Eli.
Anderson, Enoch.
Anderson, Samuel.
Allen, Edward.
Applegate,Andrew.
Allen, John.
Applegate, William.
Arey, Abner.
Allen, Joseph.
Atkinson, John.
Allen, Peter.
Atkinson, William, also Continental Army.
Atley, John.
Bailey, Samuel, First Regiment; alBO State troops; also Continental
Army.
Barnes, John, also State troops.
Adams, Asa.
Adams, Jeremiah.
Adams, Joseph.

Barter, Robert.
Batling, James, also Continental Army.
Bell, James, also State troops.
Blair, Robert.
Bennett, William.
Blauey, Robert, also Continental Army.
Bound, Philip.
Bodine, John.
Bowing, Edward.
Boger, Samuel.
Bonia, William.
Bowman, Coleman,First Regiment; also State troops; also Continental
Army.
Browman, Joseph.
Brown, Henry, also Continental Army,
Brown, John.
Brown, William, also State troops.
Brown, Zebulon, also Continental Army.
Budd, William.
Bryant, John.
Bunting, Abel, also Continental Army.
Bush, John, also State troops.
Buskhart, John.
Carroll, Jeremiah, First Regiment; also State troops; also Continental
Army.
Carson,Robert.
Casey, Adam, also State troopfl.
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Cavaleer,David.
Chambers,Zebulon.
Caveleer,John.
Childs, John.
Clark, Michael, also Continental Army.
Clutch, John.
Coleman,William.
Collins, John, also Continental Army.
Cook, Thomas.
Cook, Ezra.
Cook, Joel.
Cook, William.
Cook, William, Jr., Capt. Thomas' troop light dragoons; killed by
refugeesnear Cedar Creek bridge, Dec. 27,1782; resided at CookTs
Mills, now Cookstowu, Burlington County.
Cooper,Jacob.
Caiey, Peter, SecondRegt.; also Statetroops; also Continental Army.
Cowgill, John, also State troops.
Cox, Jonathan.
Cox, Joseph.
Craft, Robert, also State troops.
Crammer, David.
Crammer, Seymour.
Crammer, Isaac.
Crealy, Hugh, also Continental Army.
Cumberford, James.
Curtis, Thomaa.
Cummings, Richard.
Daston, James, also Continental Army.
Dayton, Ive-.
Davis, Andrew.
Deacon, George,SecondRegiment; also State troops1.
De Con, John.
Doranr Stacy
Drake, NicholasDe Hart, Henry.
Eberhart, Adolph, also Continental Army.
EdwardB,Jesse, also corp. Continental Army.
Evans, BenjaminElli*, Thomas.
. EYeringham, William, also Continental Army.
Evett, William.
Farmer, George,also Continental Army.
Ford, Stephen.
Fenimore, James.
Ford, William.
Fenton, Samuel.
Fort, John.
Flock, John.
Foster, John, also Continental Army.
Foster, Jonathan, also Continental,Army.
Foster, Samuel, First Regiment; also State troops; also Continental
Army.
Fox, Patrick, also Continental Army.
Fox, Daniel, First Regiment ; also State troops ; also Continental Army.
Gale, Abel.
Frederick, John.
Gale,.Joseph.
Gaines,Elisha.
Gallaher, John, also Continental Army.
Gaskill, Caleb.
Gamble,Samuel.
Garon, Uriah.
Gaskill, William, also Continental Army.
Gilbert, Thomas.
Gibbs, Martin.
Gibbs, Thomas.
Army.
Grant, John, also Continental
Grant, Thomas,also State troops.
Greeves,Robert.
Grant, William.
Guy, John, SecondRegiment; also State troops.
Hailey, William, also State troops.
Haines, Aaron L,
Haines, Thomas,also Continental Army.
Hannah, Robert, SecondRegiment; a so State troops.
Harder, William, also State troops.

Hays, William.
Hays, John.
Head, Francis.
Heisling, William, also Continental Army.
Henry, John, also Continental Army.
Hewlings, Joseph.
Bines, Dennis, also Continentol Army.
Hudson, William.
Humphries, Joseph, also Continental Army.
Hutchinson, Thomas.
Huston, Robert.
Hutchinson, John.
Jobs, William, also State troops.
Johnson, John, also sergeantContinental Army.
Johnson, Thomas,also Continental Army.
Johnston, William.
Johnston, Jonathan.
Johnston, Joseph.
Jones, Richard, First Regiment; wounded In both legs, near Borden
town, May 8, 1777.
Keen, Edward, First Regiment; also State troops; also Continental
Army.
Land, John.
Kelly, David.

Lanning, James.
Kirley, Jacob.
Lamb, Jacob.
Lawyer, James, First Regiment; also State troops; also Continental
Army.
Longstreet, John.
Lovelace, Lott, also Continental Army.
Matthews, Ely.
Loveland, Charles.
.
Loveland, Samuel.
Maftison, Aaron, First Regiment; also State troops; alBOContinental
Army.
McCann, John, First Regiment; also State troops; also Continental
Army.
McCormick, Dennis, also Continental Army.
McDaniel, Cornelius, Second Regiment ; also State troops.
Merritt, Caleb.
Merritt, Abram.
Army.
Merritt, Levi, also State troops; also Continen.ta.1
Middleton, Joel.
Middleton, John.
Middleton, Thomas, SecondRegiment; also State troops.
Miles, George,also Continental Army.
Mott, John.
Miller, George.
Murdock, James.
Morgan, Cornelius.
Murdry, James, SecondRegiment; also.State troops.
Newell, Theodore.
Nelson, Alexander.
Newton, Silas, also Continental Army.
Norcross,John.
Nugent, Richard, also Continental Army.
O'Flaherty, John, First Regiment; also State troops ; also Continental
Army.
Pearson, Joseph.
Page, Thomas.
Parker, Joseph.
Phagous, James.
Patrick, John.
Phares, Robert.
Patterson, Jonathan.
Phares, Robert.
Pearson, John.
Porter, Joseph.
Potter, Thqnias, also Continental Army.
Price, Edward, also Continental Army.
Price, Ralph, Burlington.
Pry mon, Samuel.
Psandler, Joshua, also Continental Army.
Quigley, David, also Continental Army.
Quigley, John.
Quigley, William.
Quigley, Moses.
Raberger, John, also Continental Army.
Randolph, Daniel.
Raverty, John, also Continental Army.
RecklesB, Robert, mortally wounded at Cedar Creek bridge, Dec. 27,
1782; of Recklesstown, Burlington Co.
Reed, Peter.
Reeves,John, also Continental officer.
Richardson, Jacob.
Richardson, John.
Roads, William.
Richardson, William.
Rossell, Andrew.
Salter, John, Sr., Capt. Shreve's troop light-horse; wounded at Cedar
Creek bridge Dec. 27,1782.
Salter, John, Jr.
Sawlex, Caleb,also State troops.
Schooley,Asa.
Schooley,John, 1st Regt. ; also State troops; also Continental Army.
Seeley,John, 2d Regt.; also State troops; also Continental Army.
Showers,Joseph, also Continental Army.
Shreve, Caleb.1
Shreve,John.
Shroud, Stephen.
Shreve,Joshua.
Simmons, Stephen.
Shreve, William.
Skinner, Richard.
Smick, John, also Continental Army.
Smith, Benjamin, also State troops.
Smith, Charles.
Smith, John, also Continental Army.
Smith, Samuel.
Smith, Thomas.
Smith, William.
St. Clair, George,1st Regt.; also State troops; also
Continental Army,
Steward,John.
Stoddard,William.
Sutton, Joseph.
Sutton, Robert,* capt. Carlisle's company,1st Regt.; killed
May 8, 1779.
1 Shot a British officer at the
skirmish at Crosswicks,
2 At Bordentown.
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Sweeney, Timothy, 1st Regt. ; also State troops; also Continental Army.
Taylor, Jacob.
Taylor, John.
Taylor, John A., also Continental Army.
Taylor, Thomas.
Tharp, Oliver.
Thomas,John, also corp. Continental Army.
Thomas, Martin.
Thomas, Thomas.
Thompson,Amos, 1st Regt. ; also State troops; also Continental Army.
Thompson,Hambleton.
Tice, William.
Tilton, Abram.
Trout, Jacob, 1st Regt.; also State troops ; also Continental Army.
Trout, William.
Tustln, Jonathan, 1st Regt.; also State troops; also Continental Army.
Tyler, James.
Van Stiver, Daniel.
Van Stiver, Abram.
Van Sciver, John.
Van Stiver, Barnabas.
Van Sciver, Walter.
VoorheeBe,Henry, also Continental Army.
Watkins, Thomas,also Continental Army.

Hancock, Surgeon's

Mate

F. Lott.

The company oflicers were :
Capt. Samuel Jones, Lieut. William Goldy, Ensign
Joseph Foster.
Townsend,1
Capt. Joseph
Lieut. John Miles, En
sign Benjamin Yard, Orderly Sergt. Langhorn Thorn.
Capt. Joseph Hartshorne, Lieut. William Gamble,
Ensign Stephen Cramer.
Capt. John Selah, Lieut. Isaac Jones, Ensign John

P.

Garwood.
Capt. Isaac Kelly, Lieut. Jonathan Schooley, En
sign William S. Carter.

obvious reasons, has requested the adjutant-general
State of New Jersey not to furnish complete rolls to
any one while applications for pension for that ser
vice are pending before the United States Pension
Office. This bar will probably not be removed for
several years.

Wooley, Samuel.
Wright, Edward.
Wright, James, also Continental Army.
AVright, Thomas,also Continental Army.
Teates,Robert, Burlington.

War with Mexico. — During

Quartermasters.

the war with Mexico

a New Jersey battalion

entered the service of the
United States, in which there were a number of vol
unteers from Burlington County, but there was no
This battalion, com
company raised in the county.
manded by Col. Woodruff, performed good service,

Hoagland, Oaky.
Oliver, John.

Burden,Joseph, Jr.

William

Quartermaster
Charles

We were unable to obtain a copy of the musterrolls of this battalion, as the War Department, for

Watson, Johu.
Watson, William.
Weatherby, William.
Weblinger, Jacob, also Continental Army.
Woeden,James.
Wilgus, William.
Weeks,Richard.
Williams, John, also Continental Army.
Wilson, John, also Continental Army.

Borden, Joseph.
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Miscellaneous.
Fenimore,Benjamin, commissaryof issue.
Lowrey, Stephen,commissaryof issue.
Gamble,James, assistantcommissaryof issue.
Curtis, Marmaduke, issuing forage master.

and participated

with honor in Scott's victories from
Vera Cruz to the capture of the capital of our sister

The War of 1812-14.— The,

successes
of this war
mainly achieved by the navy on the ocean and
the lakes. On land but two triumphs occurred of any
considerable importance, — Plattsburgh and New Or
leans.
Our nation was weak, our resources were
England, powerful and insolent, had never
limited.

republic.

were

fully recognized our independence.
honor and manhood

demanded

Every feeling of
our resentment of

continued insults and wrongs, and although we had
many humiliations inflicted upon us, not the least of
which was the capture of our capital by the British
and the burning of our national records, no more
gallant spirits ever breathed than the heroes of our
victories, and no more heroic acts were ever per
formed on water or land than occurred during that
war.

During the war the militia were not without ser
vice in the field, while in the volunteers and in the
navy the county was honorably represented.
The
drawing from the State whatever records it possessed
to supply in part the place of those destroyed by the
British at Washington has rendered an accurate ac
count of the movements of the militia impossible to
obtain.

Maj. Bead's battalion was stationed at Billingsport,
on the Delaware, and was in service from September
19th to Dec. 22, 1814.
It appears to have had two
majors, but was called
staff were Maj. Samuel

after

J.

Bead.
Bead, Maj.

Lieut, and Adjutant William

The field and

John

Goldy,

Larzelere,
Lieut, and

CHAPTEE VIII.
WAR FOR THE UNION.

In the war for the Union, 1861-65, the people of
Burlington County responded to the call of their
Upon the fall of
country with patriotism and ardor.
Sumter they realized that war was upon them, and
the republic endangered, and with one spirit they
prepared for the struggle.
In New Jersey there was no regiment raised ex
county,2
but there were regiments
clusively in any one
1 This company was from Bordentown. Lieut. Miles was stlhsequently elected major of the battalion.
2 William S. Stryker, adjutant-general of New Jersey, in a recent let
ter to the author, 6ays, "It is impossible to give you a list of the regi
ments and companies in th^ civil war raised exclusively in Burlington
County.
could name certain companies of the nine months' regi
ments (Twenty-first to Thirty-first) raisedprincipally iu that county, but
if you were to take their namesand records as they stand in my book,*
you are just as likely to insert men of Essex or Bergen.
have Been
that thing tried in other county histories, and to me it is a burlesque.
If yon take up any company of the First or Second Brigade (First to
Eleventh Regiment), although the companymay havebeen organized in
a certain county, it started out with recruits from other counties, and
years'
service was over more than one-half camefrom
beforethe three

I

I

* Record of Officersand Men of New Jersey in the Civil War, 18GI to
1805. Official. William 8. Strykor, Adjutant-General. Two vols.
Quaito, pp. 1034. Trenton, N. J., Johu P. Murphy.
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that contained a large number of Burlington County
men, and of these we shall give a brief sketch, as also
of some of the officers from the county. We do not
claim that the list of officers is perfect, but as nearly
so as diligent search and inquiry could make it.
The First Regiment of Infantry contained not
more than a dozen men from Burlington County. Its
colonel, William B. Montgomery, and quartermaster,
Samuel Bead, were of the county.
In the Second Regiment of Infantry there were
few if any men of this county, and Assistant Surgeon
Eugen Schumo was the only officer from Burlington
County we know of.
The Third Infantry contained many officers and
men from the county. It was organized under the call
of May 4, 1861, was fully equipped and officered by
the 18th, and mustered into the United States service
for three

years at Camp Olden,

Trenton,

by Capt.

U.S.A., June 4th, — exactly one month from
It numbered one thousand and
the date of the call.

Torbert,

fifty-one

officers and men, was commanded by Col.
George W. Taylor, and with the First, Second, and
subsequently Fourth Begiments constituted the First
Brigade New Jersey Volunteers, which was first at
tached to Gen. Runyon's division of militia. This
brigade was afterwards Kearney's First Brigade,

Franklin's division ; afterwards the First Brigade,
First Division, First Army Corps ; then First Brigade,
First Division, Sixth Army Corps, and at the close
Corps,"
of the war was assigned to the " Provisional
and always served with the Army of the Potomac.
The Third, with the First and Second, were uni
formed, clothed, equipped, and furnished with camp
and garrison equipage by the State, and were supplied
with arms by the general government.
The brigade
on the 28th of June, and reported to Gen.
Scott, at Washington, on the following day.
Preparation at this time was being made for the
advance of our army to Manassas Junction, and the
Third entered almost immediately upon the active

left Trenton

duties of the field. It formed part of the reserve at
the battle of Bull Bun, and aided materially in ar
resting the retreat of our forces on that disastrous
day. Immediately after it went into camp near Alex
andria, where it lay until March 7, 1862, when with
the brigade it moved under Kearney to Burk's Station,
on the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, where Kear
ney received information from some negroes that the
enemy was leaving

Manassas. 'Apprising Franklin,
orders, he pushed on with his

but without awaiting

troops, and on the morning of the 10th entered the
works at Manassas Junction, eight companies of the
Third being the first to take possession and plant the
regimental flag. On the 7th of April they advanced
to Bristoe Station, thence to Catlett's Station, to attract
the attention of the enemy while the army embarked
other sectionsof tho State. What are you then to do? To be really
accurate you must examine eighty thousand credits, and you know
bo." . . .
whut a task that will

for the Peninsula. On the 11th it returned to Alex
andria, and on the 17th sailed for York River. Land
ing at West Point, May 6, 1862, the next day the

rebels were defeated. On the 15th it joined McClellan's army near White House, whence it advanced to
the Chickahominy. The fighting about Richmond had
Days'
commenced, and on the 26th of June the Seven
battle opened. The next day the battle of Gaines'

Mill was fought.
brigadier-general

Col. Taylor having been promoted
of volunteers May 9th, and being
in command of the First Brigade, the command of
the Third devolved upon Lieut.-Col. Henry W.
Brown, who led it into the woods, where it maintained
its position until the close of the action, many of the
men having fired their last cartridge.
The loss of the
Third was thirty-four killed, one hundred and thirtysix wounded, and forty-five missing. That night our
forces crossed the Chickahominy, and McClellan in
stead of resolutely marching upon Richmond, com
menced his "flank movement" for the James Biver,
the Third pausing to share in the battle of Malvern
Hill, where the enemy were utterly defeated and de
moralized.
The grand Army of the Potomac, led by
a general deficient in moral courage, as resolute and
brave as any army that ever trod this planet, victo
rious but baulked, its dead abandoned; stores burned,
camp equipage destroyed, and wounded left to die,
sullen and exasperated, found refuge at Harrison's

Landing.

The army having been withdrawn from the
Landing, the brigade debarked at Alexandria August
24th, and on the 27th moved by rail to beyond Bull
Run bridge, where a severe engagement took place,
and Gen. Taylor was killed. Returning to Alexan
dria, the brigade again advanced, Col. Torbert in com
mand, towards Bull Run (second) battle-field, where
Pope had fought on the 28th, 29th, and 30th.

The

Third participated in the conflict at Chantilly, where
the gallant Kearney fell. Passing into Maryland, it
routed Cobb's brigade at Crampton's Pass, and par
ticipated in the battle of Antietam. ' The
Third sub
sequently distinguished
itself at Fredericksburg,
Salem Heights, Gettysburg, Fair
Chancellorsville,
field; Williamsport, Rappahannock Station, Mine

Run, Wilderness, Spottsylvania, North and South
Anna River, Hanover Court-House,
Tolopotomy
Creek, Cold Harbor, and before Petersburg.
Gen. Hunter having left the Shenandoah Valley
open, Lee pushed a column into Maryland that
threatened Washington and Baltimore.
Early in
July, 1864, the Third, with the Sixth Corps, to
which its brigade was attached, by water proceeded

In this campaign it took part in
the battles of Snicker's Gap, Strasburg,
Winchester,
Charlestown,
Opequan, Fisher's Hill, Newmarket,

to Washington.

Mount Jackson, Cedar Creek, and Middletown.
On
the 1st of December, 1865, it rejoined
the Army
of the Potomac, and settled down in front
of Peters
burg. But there was not much
rest under Grant, and
the Third valiantly fought in the battles of
Hatcher's
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Run, Fort Steedman, capture of Petersburg, Sailors'
Appomattox.1
Creek, Farmville, and
On June 3, 1864, the three years' term of service
having expired, what men who did not re-enlist re
turned home, reaching Trenton on the 7th, where

they were mustered out June 23d.
The total strength of the Third was 1275, of whom
10 officers and 203 men were killed or died ; 7 officers
•and 376 men were discharged on account of disa

bility

; 3 men were not accounted for; and 46 officers
and 38 men were promoted.
The following officers of this regiment belonged to

Burlington County :
Maj. William E. Bryan, capt. Co. H.
Capt. Franklin L. Knight, 2d lieut.; 1st lieut.;
capt. Co. B ; subsequently lieut.-col. Twenty-fourth
Regiment.
Capt. Joseph

F. Rowand,

Co.

C;

resigned Jan. 20,

1862.

Capt. Ridgway S. Poinsett,
Co.

H.

1st lieut. Co.

A;

capt.

I

First Lieut. Griffith W. Carr, 2d lieut. Co. ; 1st
lieut. Co. B ; discharged, July 27, 1863, on account of
wounds received in action; commissioned capt. Co.
K, Twenty -third Begiment ; not mustered.
First Lieut. E. Burd Grubb, 2d lieut. Co. C ; 1st
lieut. Co. D ; maj. Twenty-third Begiment, Nov. 24,
Thirty1862; subsequently col. Twenty-third and col.
Regiments
brig.-gen.
seventh
U. S. V.
; and brvt.

First Lieut. Thomas K. Ekings, 2d lieut. Co. A;
H ; killed Nov. 25, 1864, while attempt

1st lieut. Co.

ing to escape
S. C.

from

the rebel prison

First Lieut. William
lieut. ; 1st lieut. Co.

I.

at Columbus,

W. Miller, sergt.-maj.

The Fourth Regiment Infantry had
ber of officers and men from Burlington
It was organized under the second call
dent, dated July 24, 1861, was equipped

;

2d

quite a num
County in it.
of the Presi

and officered
by the 19th of August, on which day it was mustered
into the United States service at Camp Olden, Tren
ton, by Capts. Torbert and McKibben, U.S.A.
It
numbered nine hundred and nine officers and men,
and was commanded by Col. James H. Simpson.
It

left Trenton August 20th, and arrived in Washington
the next day. It was assigned to the First Brigade,

The Fourth marched with, and par
Gen. Kearney.
ticipated in, the battles of the Third, and their his
Gaines'
tory is almost identical up to the battle of
Mill. In this battle Porter and McCall, whose troops
numbered but twenty-seven

men, were in
rebel army under Lee,

thousand

death's grip with the main
while McClellan, on the Richmond side of the Chick
ahominy, was deceived by the vigorous fusilade of
Magruder's small force. The belt of timber in which
the battle was fought was about a mile in length and
1 The history of the regiments is taken mostly from " New Jersey and
Eebellion,"
the
by John Y. Foster, and Adjt.-Gen. Stryker's " Itocord of
the Civil War."
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yards wide, with open ground in front
The First Brigade was sent in, the Third
The
and Fourth regiments forming the first line.
enemy rushed in line after line of troops, who, deliv
ering their fire, lay down, that those behind them
could have range, the sound of musketry resembling
one long loud explosion of artillery, — so strikingly
unusual that it attracted the attention of many of
the combatants.
When the Fourth entered the wood
it was immediately involved in fighting of the most
desperate character.
By its side stood the Eleventh
Pennsylvania
After incessant firing of
Reserve.
three hours, with their muskets heated and ammu
nition nearly gone, these noble regiments found that
the right and left flanks of our army had been driven

two hundred
and rear.

off the field and that they were entirely surrounded.
A small remnant of them were the last Union troops
to leave the field, but over five hundred of the Fourth,
with its dead and wounded, fell into the hands of the
enemy. This was a hard but a glorious blow for the
Fourth. At Bull Bun (second) it could parade but
seventy-five muskets.
The prisoners were taken to Richmond and placed

in Libby and Belle Island loathsome prisons, were ex
changed, and returned to the regiment at Harrison's
Landing, Va., in the latter part of July, 1862. The
Fourth continued with the brigade in all its battles,
and to write its history would be but a repetition of
In August, 1862, Col.
that of the Third Regiment,
Simpson, a major of topographical engineers, was re
called

to the regular

army, and was succeeded by

Lieut.-Col. William B. Hatch, a gallant officer, who
was killed at the battle of Fredericksburg.
The total strength of the regiment was 2036, of whom
257 were killed or died in the service, 319 were dis
charged on account of disability, 109 were not ac
counted for, and 47 enlisted men were promoted.
The officers from Burlington County were:
Adjt. Leander Brewin, corp. Co. I; com.-sergt. ; 1st
lieut. Co. A ; adjutant.
Capt. Josiah Shaw,
lieut. ; capt. Co. A.

sergt. Co.

H;

2d lieut. ; 1st

Capt. John M. Crammer, corp.; sergt.; re-enl.;
lieut. Co. A ; capt. Co. A.
Capt. Barzilla Bidgeway, 1st lieut. Co. D; capt.
D ; lieut.-col.
Capt. Howard King, 2d lieut. Co. ; 1st lieut.
H ; capt. Co. C.
Capt. Caleb M. Wright, com.-sergt. ; 2d lieut.

I

G

; capt. Co.

Capt.

C

Co.
Co.
Co.

; must, out Sept. 3, 1864.

John L.

enl. ; 1st lieut.
Capt. Charles

1st

Letchworth,

Hall,

Co.

corp. ; sergt. Co.

E;

I.

; re-

disch. Sept. 9, 1862,

disability.
Capt. William Nippins, Co.
; res. Jan. 4, 1863 ;
capt. Co. D, 34th Inf. N. J. Vols.; died at Mount
Holly, Nov. 25, 1865.
Capt. John L. Ridgway, 1st lieut. ; capt. ; died at
Mount Holly, Nov. 7, 1864.

I
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1st Lieut. George 0. Brooks, 1st sergt. Co. E ; 2d
lieut. ; 1st lieut. Co. C.
1st Lieut. Alonzo D. Nichols, corp. ; re-enl. ; sergt.
Co. G ; 1st lieut. Co. B.
2d Lieut. James H. Berwin, 1st sergt. ; re-enl. ; Co.

I;

2d lieut. Co. B.
2d Lieut. Benjamin

to Manassas Junction, marching in a snow-storm, and
Soon after it marched to Freder
suffering severely.
icksburg under Burnside, and Gen. Patterson, the
brigade commander, a brave and esteemed officer,

while laboring under a sudden fit of insanity fell by
own hands.
He was succeeded by Brig.-Gen.
Mott. Under Hooker it fought at Chancellorsville,
On Oct.
itself.
where it particularly distinguished
13, 1862, Col. Starr, a gallant officer, was recalled
his

F. Stidfole,

sergt.-maj. ; 2d lieut.

Co. D.
2d Lieut. Samuel E. Taylor, 1st sergt. Co. G ; 2d
lieut. Co. E.
2d Lieut. Samuel D. Cross, corp. ; sergt. ; Co. ; 2d
lieut. Co. K ; died May 14, 1864, of wounds received
in action at Spottsylvania Court-House, Va., May 12,

I

1864.

to the regular army, and Lieut.-Col. William J. Sewcolonel on the 21st of that month.

ell1 was promoted

The invasion of Pennsylvania by the enemy followed

and at Gettysburg on the
and 3d of July, 1863, the Fifth passed through
Follow
the storm of battle with undaunted bravery.
ing Lee, under Meade, it fought at Wapping Heights,
soon after Chancellorsville,

2d

2d Lieut. Clayton S. Hollingshead ; re-enl. ; sergt. ;
E ; 2d lieut. Co. K.

1st sergt. Co.

In the Fifth Regiment Infantry there was a sprink
ling of Burlington County men, who were mostly in
Company I. The regiment was raised under the second
call of the President, July 24, 1861 ; was organized,
equipped, and officered August 22d, at which time it
was mustered into the service for three years at Camp
It numbered eight
Olden, by Capt. Torbert, U.S.A.
hundred and sixty-one officers and men, and was com
manded by Col. Samuel H. Starr, captain Second

United States Cavalry, who was of the county. It
left Trenton August 29th, and upon arrivalat Wash
ington went into camp at Meridian Hill, D. O, and
there remained until the early part of December,
1861, at which time, in connection with the Sixth,
Seventh, and Eighth Begiments, it was ordered to
report, under command of Col. Starr, the senior of

McLean's Ford, Mine Run, and under Grant at.
North Anna River,
the Wilderness,
Spottsylvania,
Tolopotomy Creek, Cold Harbor, before Petersburg,
Deep Bottom, Mine Explosion, Fort Sedgwick, Pop
lar Church, Boydtown Plank-Road, and Fort Mor
ton.

In August, 1862, Company A was disbanded, and
the officers and men were assigned by transfer to
different companies in the regiment, and a new Com
pany A was raised and sent to the regiment about Oct.

In June, 1863, a number of the men re-en
1, 1862.
listed in the field for three years. Those who did not
re-enlist upon the expiration of their term of service

were sent to Trenton, and were mustered out Sept. 7,
1864.
During the months of August and September,
1864, a large number of substitutes were forwarded to

ficer, to Gen. Joseph Hooker, U.S.V., near Budd's
Ferry, Md., where they were brigaded and known as
the Third Brigade, Hooker's division ; afterwards to
the Third Brigade, Second Division, Third Corps ;
then to the First Brigade, Fourth Division, Second
Corps ; then to the Third Brigade, Third Division,
Second Corps.
It, however, was generally known
as the Second Brigade New Jersey Volunteers.
In

These men, with those who
had re-enlisted and with those whose term of service
had not expired, were assigned to what was known as
Companies A, B, C, and D, Fifth Battalion, and con

the Fifth moved to the Peninsula, the brigade
command'
under the
of Brig.-Gen. F. E. Patterson.
It participated in the following battles on the Penin
sula, viz. : Siege of Yorktown, Williamsport, Fair

which 214 were killed or died, 396 were discharged for
disability, 77 were not accounted for, and 40 enlisted

April

Oaks, Seven Pines,

and joined the regiment.

tinued their organization

until Nov. 6, 1864, at whicii
time they were transferred to and consolidated with
the Seventh Regiment.
The total strength of the regiment was 1772, of

men were promoted.

The following officers were from Burlington County :
Col. Samued H. Starr, capt. 2d U. S. Cav. ; recalled

Savage

Station, Glendale, and
Malvern Hill. At Fair Oaks Col. Starr was wounded.
May 7, 1862, Lieut.-Col. Mott was promoted colonel

Upon the withdrawal of our
of the Sixth Regiment.
army from Harrison's Landing, the Fifth marched
down the Peninsula to Yorktown, and embarked for
Alexandria, from whence it proceeded by rail to Warrenton Junction, July 25th, and joined the army un
der Gen. Pope.
During this campaign it fought with
determined bravery in the battles of Bristoe Station,
Bull Run (second), and Chantilly. Going into camp at
Alexandria, the brigade remained undisturbed until
November 1st. Lee having been driven out of Mary
land, on that day it proceeded to Bristoe Station,
where it arrived on the 4th. In a few days it moved

to regular army Oct. 13, 1862.
Lieut.-Col. Gershom Mott, pro. col. 6th Regt. N. J.
Vols. May 7, 1862; to brig.-gen. U. S. V. Sept.. 7,
1862; brpvet maj.-gen. Aug. 1, 1864; maj.-gen. May
26, 1865 ; resigned Feb. 20, 1866.
Commands, 3d
Brigade (2d N. J. Brigade), 2d Division, 3d Corps;

Division, 3d Corps, Army of the Potomac.
Surg. James C. Fisher, pro. surg. U. S. Vols.
4, 1862 ; appointed surg. 2d Brigade N. J. Vols.,
2d

April
April

21, 1862.

Chaplain Thomas Sovereign.
Capt. Guy Bryan, capt. Co.

I;

trans, to Co.

K.

1 Now a Senator of the United Statesfrom New Jereoy.
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;

;

it

severely, its colonel (Mott) being
this action and at Bull Run (second)
and Chantilly the loss of the regiment in killed and
wounded was one hundred and four men. At Chan
cellorsville, Col. Burling was wounded and the regi
1862,

wounded.

suffered

In

ment suffered severely.

Asst. Adjt.-Gen. Thomas W.

Eayre, while acting in the most gallant manner, was
also wounded. At Gettysburg the regiment was com
manded by Lieut.-Col. Gilkyson, and the brigade by

a

Col. Burling, Gen. Mott not having recovered from
his wound.
That winter the Sixth went into winterquarters at Brandy Station.
While they lay here Col. Burling was obliged to
resign his commission on account of failing health.
He entered the service as captain of three months'
company, and upon the expiration of its term joined
the Sixth as captain, serving in that capacity until
About
March, 1862, when he was promoted major.

a

;

June 1st he was made lieutenant-colonel, and subse
He was wounded
quently colonel of the regiment.
three times
was warmly esteemed by officers and
men, and was the recipient, after leaving the service,
of handsome testimonial of their regards.
On May 12, 1864, near Spottsylvania Court- House,

Lieut, S. T. Note, with

a a

squad of men of the Sixth,
steel gun, which they used
and manned
effectually.
Many other gallant deeds were performed
years'
by officers and men during the three
service,

captured

a

is

a

7,

C,

B,

F

:

;

;

;

;

F.

1st Lieut. Joseph W. Pippett, 2d lieut. Co.
1st
lieut. Co. A.
2d Lieut. Jesse W. Coggswell, 1st sergt.
2d lieut.
capt 34th Regt N. J. Vols.
Co.
Maj.-Gen. Gebshom Mott. — Among the prom

inent military men of New Jersey none presents
figure than Maj.-Gen. Gershom
more conspicuous

a

offi

B

non-commissioned

wounded, four captains, three lieu
officers and
tenants, seventy-one non-commissioned
privates
missing, twenty-six non-commissioned offi
cers and privates.
At Bristoe Station, Aug. 27,

The following officers were from BurlingtonCounty

Col. Gershom Mott.
maj. lieut.Col. George C. Burling, capt. Co.
col.
col.
Capt, Joseph Hayes, 2d lieut. 1st lieut.
capt. Co.

;

thirty-seven

enlisted men were promoted.

;

lieutenant,

cers and privates

eighty were killed or died, three hundred and sixtyfour were discharged for disability, one hundred and
fifty-seven were not accounted for, and twenty-seven

Mott. Descended from one of the old families of
Holland that settled in New York State at an early
day, his branch removed to Bergen, East Jersey, about
In the Cross
the close of the seventeenth century.
wicks records
stated that William Mott in 1706
contracted to furnish forty thousand bricks to build
Friends' meeting-house at that place. Gershom
the
Mott, his great-grandfather, was member of the Pro
vincial Assembly in 1707, 1708, 1710, and 1713. Capt.
John Mott, his grandfather, entered the Continental
army as first lieutenant Third Battalion, Jersey Line,
Feb.
1776, served against the Indians in Northern
New York under Gen. Sullivan, and was promoted
29th of the same year. He
to captain November
Brandysubsequently participated in the battles of
wine, Germantown, Monmouth, etc., and in the ex
pedition from Wyoming up the Susquehanna against
the Seneca Indians, under Gen. Sullivan. He also
guide to Gen. Washington at the battle of
served as
Trenton. His home residence was on part of the
present tract of the New Jersey State Lunatic Asy
lum, and his general familiarity with the locality
made his services in this regard of great value.
Capt. Mott passed the memorable winter of 177677 with the suffering army at Valley Forge. His wife
a

one

time the Sixth as an organization ceased to exist.
The total strength of the regiment was fourteen
hundred and eighty-five, of which one hundred and

a

:

7,

a

the two regiments are almost identical. Col. James
T. Hatfield, its commander, resigned on account of
disability, April 27, 1862, and was succeeded by
Lieut.-Col. Mott, of the Fifth, who was promoted
brigadier-gen
colonel.
Mott, who was appointed
eral, was succeeded by Lieut.-Col. George C. Burling,
Sept.
1862.
At Williamsport, where the regiment
was in the thickest of the fight, Lieut.-Col. John P.
Van Leer, its commander, was killed while cheering
on the men. The casualties on that day were killed,

Battalion, and continued their organization until
October, 1864, at which time they were transferred to
and consolidated with the Eighth Regiment, at which

is

Brigade bauds were substituted.
1862.
In battle all
musicians were employed as stretcher-bearers.
The
Sixth being brigaded with the Fifth, the histories of

number of substitutes were forwarded to the regiment.
These men, with those who had re-enlisted and those
whose term of service had not expired, were assigned
to what was known as Companies A,
and
Sixth

it

it,

In the Sixth Regiment of Infantry, Company F
was mostly from Burlington County, as was also the
band. At the commencement of the war each regi
ment had a full brass band attached to
but on
account of the great expense they were discharged
by general order of the War Department in July,

returned to Trenton, and Sept.
1864, were mustered
out of service by Capt. Long, U.S.A.
During the
large
months'of August and September of that year

a

2d

;

I;

F

Second Lieut. Joseph E. Simmons, sergt. Co.
lieut. Co. E.

;

I

of which no mention
made. Participating in all
the battles of its sister regiments, the Sixth left
bright record behind of which the men can be justly
proud.
Those of the regiment who did not re-enlist

9,

Capt. Thomas W. Eayre, 1st lieut. Aug. 28, 1861 ;
capt. Co. I.
Second Lieut. Guy Bryan, Jr., 1st sergt Co. ; 2d
lieut. Co. D ; resigned May 13, 1863, to accept com
mission as adjt. 18th Regt. Penn. Cav.
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His son, Gershom Mott, father
of Gen. Mott, was a merchant at Lamberton (now
the Sixth Ward of Trenton) for many years. He was
an active, energetic, and useful citizen, one of the
controlling members of the First Baptist Church of
Trenton, collector of the port of Lamberton for a
long time, and on Oct: 31, 1833, was appointed a
judge of the Court of Common Pleas of Burlington
County.
He died in 1848, aged sixty-four years. He
was Eleanor Johnson.

married Phebe, daughter of John Scudder, of Ewing
township, Mercer County, N. J., who also performed
active service in the Revolutionary war.

Mrs. Scud

der was Miss Mary Keen, daughter of Jacob Keen,
of Trenton, a gallant soldier in the Revolutionary
war, and was among the thirteen maidens who strewed
flowers at the reception of Gen. Washington at Tren
ton,

April

21, 1789.

Maj.-Gen. Gershom Mott was born at Lamberton,
N. J., on April 7, 1822. He received a substantial
English education at the Trenton Academy, and at
the age of fourteen went to New York City, where he
became a clerk in a dry-goods store. Owing to the
failure of the firm with which he was connected, he
Soon after the
returned to his native town in 1846.
Mexican war broke out, and President Polk having
called for fifty thousand men, and for the raising of

devolved upon Lieut.-Col. Mott, who, from his train
ing and services in Mexico, was well fitted to bring
the regiment up to the highest standard of military
efficiency.
Three months'' active drilling at Meridian
Hill, near Washington, rendered the regiment fit for

the field, and marching with their brigade to Budd's
Ferry, Md., they joined the division of Gen. Hooker,
and participated in the campaigns of the Army of the
Potomac.
At Williamsburgh, which commanded all
the road leading up the Peninsula, on May 5, 1862,
the enemy made a desperate stand, and here the Fifth
New Jersey achieved its first victory, after being ex
posed to a stubborn fire for more than nine hours. For
the gallant manner in which Col, Mott held the regi
he was on May 7, 1862, promoted
to the colonelcy of the Sixth New Jersey Volunteers.
On June 1st he. led his new regiment at Fair Oaks,
ment to its work,

and his conduct elicited mention in the official. re
port of Gen. Hooker, of his "distinguished services
field,"
and from Col. Starr, commanding the
in the
"
brigade, praise for his intrepidity and coolness whilst
fire."
under

Throughout the whole campaign his record is dis

tinguished

and honorable.

In

the movements pre

States Infantry, under Capt. Samuel Dickinson, of
Trenton. Having accepted the appointment Lieut.

liminary to the second battle of Bull Run, he acted
with distinction at the affairs of Bristoe Station on
August 27th, near Centreville on the 28th, and on the
afternoon of the 29th, at Bull Run, he was severely
wounded in the arm while endeavoring to drive the
enemy from behind a railroad embankment.
Compelled to relinquish his command, while absent

Mott repaired to the Rio Grande with his regiment,
and remained in the active service of the government
during the war, under the immediate command of
Gen. Zachary Taylor. His conduct during the strug

President

ten regiments to be attached to the eight regular
regiments throughout the war, Mr. Mott
existing
was appointed second lieutenant of the Tenth United

gle was marked by a careful and painstaking atten
tion to military duty and discipline, and during this
early military experience he acquired many of those
traits of character that have marked him since as a
successful, efficient, and popular commander.
After the close of the war Lieut. Mott returned to
the duties of a civilian, and accepted and filled in a
competent manner the office of collector of the port
succeeding his father who had but re
cently died. In 1850, having been appointed a clerk

of Lamberton,

in the office of the Delaware

and

Raritan Canal

Company at Bordentown, he removed to that place,
and has since made it his residence.
In 1855 he was
appointed teller in the Bordentown Bank," and re
tained that position until 1861, when, inspired
triotic motives, and feeling a warm interest
cause of national unity and in the supremacy
stitutional principles, he offered his services

by pa

in the
of con

to the
government, and was appointed by Governor Olden
lieutenant-colonel
of the Fifth Regiment of Infantry,

New Jersey Volunteers, on Aug. 24, 1861.
Col. Starr, of the Fifth Regiment, being ranking
officer of the Second Jersey Brigade, to which the
regiment was attached, the command of the regiment

from the field his superior officers unanimously recom
mended him for promotion, and on Sept. 7, 1862, the
rank of brigadier-general was conferred upon him by

Lincoln.

On his return to duty, Dec. 4, 1862, he was assigned
by Gen. Burnside to the command of Gen. Hooker
(then commanding the centre grand division of the
Army of the Potomac), who had made a special re

He was placed by Gen. Hooker
in command of the Second Brigade, New Jersey Vol
unteers (then composing the Third Brigade, Second
Division, Third Army Corps), encamped near Fal
mouth, Va. On May 1, 1863, Gen. Hooker having
succeeded to the command of the Army of the Poto
mac, Gen. Mott crossed the Rappahannock with his
brigade.
Arriving at the field of ,Chancellorsville at
two o'clock on the morning of the 3d, at half-past
four he formed his line of battle, and was soon hotly
engaged with the enemy. History has recorded how
bravely the brigade held their position in the face of
the desperate and determined assaults of the enemy.
Early in the day Gen. Mott had a narrow escape, a
rifle-ball passing between his bridle-arm and body,
and at a later period of the engagement his left hand
was struck and shattered, i Notwithstanding the
severity of the wound he remained for a considerable
time upon the field, and refused to go to the rear until
compelled by loss of blood.
His wound, though not
quest for his services.
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dangerous, was an ugly one, and it was not until the
end of August that the surgeons would permit him to
rejoin his brigade.

Having recovered from his wound, Gen. Mott re
joined his brigade on the 29th of August, at Bealton,
and on October 15th successfully repulsed a large
force of the enemy at McLean's Ford, on Bull Run,
having entire command at that spirited engagement.
At. the grand advance in the spring of 1864, Gen.
Grant, on May 3, 1864, conferred the command of the
Fourth Division, Second Army Corps, upon Gen.
Mott, and on May 13th following, owing to the losses

in action and the expiration of the term of service of
many regiments of that division, it had become so
reduced in numbers that ,an order was issued con
solidating it into a brigade and attaching it to Birney's
Third Division. On July 25, 1864, Gen. Mott was
given the command of this division, and held it until
the troops were mustered out at the close of the war.
To follow our subject through all the marches,
struggles, hardships, and victories that , he experi
enced amid the changes of his active military career
is beyond the scope of this paper.
He was ever fear
less in the performance of duty, active, efficient, vigi
lant, and especially noted for, his strict regard for
military rules and the maintenance of discipline.

During the contests in front of Spottsylvania, May
19, 1864, he was wounded for the third time, and on
September 10th of that year was deservedly breveted
a major-general, to rank from Aug. 1, 1864.
Just at
the close of the war, in a skirmish at Amelia Springs,
he was severely wounded in the right leg and forced
to relinquish his command.
Three days later, April
9, 1865, Gen. Lee surrendered his army, and the Army
of the Potomac and the Army of Virginia passed into
history.
At the disbandment of the army Gen. Mott
was placed in temporary command of one of the di
visions of the Provisional Corps, the whole being un
der the command of Gen. Wright.
In August, 1865,

he was detailed to serve on the Wirz commission, and
on November 22d on the commission to investigate
between the State of Massachusetts
and the Austrian government.
While engaged in
the difficulties

his last promotion, Dec. 1,
rank of a full
major-general of volunteers, being the first New Jer

this work he received
1865, to date from

May

26, 1865, to the

officer to receive the brevet major-generalship,
and, with a single exception, the only one who at
tained the full rank. Gen. Mott resigned his com
mission and retired to private life on Feb. 20, 1866.
sey

he accepted the
: Upon his return to Bordentown
position of paymaster of the Camden and Amboy
In 1867 he was tendered the ap
Railroad Company.
pointment of lieutenant-colonel
of the Thirty-third
but
disliking
military service
States
Infantry,
United
in time of peace, declined the position. , On March
1, 1872, when the Camden and Amboy Railroad Com
pany was leased by the Pennsylvania Railroad, Gen.
Mott's services as paymaster ceased. On Sept. 1, 1875,

he was appointed by Governor

41
Bedle to the position

of treasurer of New Jersey, to succeed Sooy, and dis
charged the duties of the office with .fidelity and suc
cess.
On Feb. 15, 1876, he was succeeded by a Re
publican appointee, and on March 28, 1876, was
appointed to the position of keeper of the New Jer
sey State prison, holding that place until March 28,
On March
1881, when he declined a reappointment.
Ludlow a
21, 1882, he was appointed by Governor
member of the Riparian Commission of New Jersey,
Besides
vice Judge Francis S. Lathrop, deceased.
these civil positions Gen. Mott was appointed by Gov
ernor Parker, in February, 1873, major-general com
manding the National Guard of New Jersey, and holds
that office at the present writing (1882).

At

his home residence, where his character as a
and a man is best known, Gen. Mott is held
in high esteem, and his services have received fre
Upon starting
quent recognition and indorsement.

soldier

for the war his Bordentown friends presented him
with a handsome horse and equipments, and in 1862
he was made the recipient, by the same parties, of a
silver pitcher and two goblets bearing the inscription,
" Honor to the Brave. Presented to Brigadier-Gen
Mott, U. S. Volunteers, by his friends
in Bordentown, N. J., For his soldierly qualities, his
gallantry and bravery, displayed at Yorktown, Wil
liamsburg, Fair Oaks, Glendale, Malvern Hill, BrisManassas."
tow, Bull Run &
Gen. Mott takes great interest in the affairs of his
town, and is identified with several local enterprises
and institutions.
From 1872 until 1876 he was a
member of the foundry firm of Thompson & Mott,
Merchants'
at White Hill. He is president of the
Transportation
Company of Trenton, a director of
the Bordentown Banking Company, secretary, treas
urer, and director of the Cream Ridge Marl Company,
of Cream Ridge, N. J., and a director of the West
On July 4,
Jersey and Atlantic Railroad Company.
eral Gershom

1867, he was honored by the election as an honorary
member of the New Jersey Society of the Cincinnati.
He alsp belongs to a large number of military organ
izations. He married, Aug. 8, 1849, Elizabeth, daugh

John E. Smith, Esq., of Trenton.
the Seventh Regiment Infantry Surgeon Alvin
Satterthwait was the only officer we know of who
belonged to Burlington County.
He was promoted,
July 19, 1862, surgeon Twelfth Begiment New Jersey

ter of

In

Volunteers.

In

the

Ninth Regiment Infantry,

part of Com

pany C and a number of scattering men were from
Burlington Cpunty.
It was raised under an author
ization from the War Department to recruit a regi

The first
ment of riflemen of twelve companies.
company was mustered in at Camp Olden, September
On December 4th
13th, and the last Oct. 15, 1861.
it left Trenton and proceeded to Washington, where

it was assigned to the First Brigade, Gen. Jesse L.
Jan. 4, 1862, it
Beno, of Burnside's expedition.
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was reached by several of the party, and efforts made
to right it; but this was soon found to be impossible,
owing to heavy swells, which caused it to roll over
and over, and defy any attempt to render it manage

able. Lieut.-Col. Heckman and Adjutant Zabriskie,
being expert swimmers, finding that Col. Allen and
Surgeon Weller were in greater danger than others,
made desperate attempts to save their lives, but all
were unsuccessful, these officers, bravely struggling to
the last, going down into the watery depths. The cap
sized boat drifted seaward, but the lieutenant-colonel
and adjutant finally succeeded in raising an oar with a

sistance.

it,

which signal being shortly afterwards dis
" Patuxent" hastened to give as
covered, the steamer
shirt on

So overcome were the survivors

that upon

reaching the decks of the steamer some of them sank
into insensibility.
The bodies of- Col. Allen and Dr.

Weller and the second mate were recovered during
the day and buried on Hatteras Banks, where the wild
winds of the ocean chanted their solemn requiems.
Dragon,"
The next day the brigantine "
with five
companies of the Ninth, attempted to enter the inlet
but struck upon the bar, and was in danger of being lost.
Patuxent,"
The steamer "
attracted by the fire of the
rifles, came to their assistance and towed them safely
into the harbor. On the 21st the seven other com
panies entered the inlet on the "Ann E. Thompson."
On the 6th of February the fleet steamed up Pamlico
Sound, the gunboats under Goldsborough leading the
van. The vessels were gayly decked in bunting, and
At sunset the fleet
the spectacle was most imposing.
anchored within twelve miles of Roanoke Island, and at
nine o'clock the next morning the gunboats opened on
3

the picket-boats of the enemy. The combat with the
enemy's fleet and landbatteries lasted until p.m., when
a

the boats were lowered and the troops pushed ashore.
Meeting little opposition the men toiled through
swamp, skirmished with the rebels upon reaching

;

a

solid ground, and bivouacked in corn-field during a
heavy storm. The next day the brilliant battle of
Roanoke Island was fought, and the key to all the
inland waters of the State captured.
Lieut.-Col.
Heckman was promoted colonel Maj. Wilson, lieu

it

;

Regiments.
At the same time Dr. A. W.
Woodhull was made brigade surgeon, and Lieut.-Col.

chusetts

Zabriskie was promoted colonel. On the 24th beauti
ful stand of colors, costing seven hundred dollars, the
gift of the Legislature of New Jersey, was presented
a

breakers outside "the inlet, a heavy sea burst over the
bow and unshipped the oars. Before the oars could
be righted a wave struck the boat from beneath, hurl
ing it some distance in the air, and precipitating its
occupants into the sea. With great difficulty the boat

to the regiment, accompanied by most flattering reso
lutions passed by the Legislature.
In January combined naval and land attack upon

Charleston, S. C, being contemplated, on the 29th of
that month, the troops being embarked, the fleet of
one hundred vessels steamed out of Beaufort Harbor
and down the coast, entering Port Royal Harbor on
the 31st.
The project being abandoned, the Second
Brigade

was sent back to Beaufort, N. O, and the
Information
at Hilton Head.
received that Gen. Foster was besieged at

First disembarked
being

Little Washington, N. C, at the earnest solicitations
of Gen. Heckman and other officers, Gen. Hunter
ordered the First Brigade to proceed by sea to his
relief.
October 18th, the brigade sailed from North
Carolina, and landing at Newport News, Va., re
mained in camp there during the remainder of the
year.

In January, 1864, two-thirds of the Ninth re enlist
ing for another three years, the regiment was entitled
to
veteran furlough, and on the 4th of February
they reached Jersey City, where they were formally
received by the city authorities.
After parading the
principal streets, they were entertained at Taylor's
Hotel, and late that day. proceeded to Trenton, where

their arms were turned in, and the boys scattered to
their homes.
On the 15th of March the gallant Ninth, strength
ened by
number of recruits, once more turned its
face towards the field.
On the 17th
reached Ports
mouth, Va., and joined the array under Gen. Butler;
and May 5th
disembarked at Bermuda Hundred.
At this time the Army of the Potomac was just

it

ceeded in a boat to the shore to report to Gen. Burnside.
The boat was well manned, and was in charge of the
captain of the ship "Ann E.Thompson.''
Having
concluded their interview with Gen. Burnside, the
party proceeded to return, but when they reached the

a

On

it

Inlet, a violent storm arose.

the 15th, the sea having somewhat calmed, Col. Joseph
W. Allen, its commander, Lieut.-Col. Heckman, Sur
geon Weller, Adjt. Zabriskie, and Qr.-mr. Keys pro

a

ing off Hatteras

and Adjutant Zabriskie, major. Dur
par
ing the service of the Ninth in North Carolina
ticipated in the battles of Newberne, Fort Macon,
Young's Cross-Roads, Rowell's Mills, Deep Creek,
Southwest Creek, Kinston, Whitehall, Goldsborough,
At Newberne the
Comfort Bridge, and Winton.
Ninth acted with great gallantry in the charge that
took the works. In December, Col. Heckman received
his commission as brigadier-general, and was assigned
to the command of the First Brigade, Second Divis
ion, Eighteenth Army Corps, consisting of the Ninth
New Jersey, Third, Eighth, and Twenty-third Massa
tenant-colonel

a

moved to Annapolis, Md., from whence, on the 9th,
it embarked for the coast of North Carolina. Arriv

emerging

from the Wilderness

Richmond.

and heading towards

We shall not follow the Ninth in its
many battles around Petersburg.
On Sept. 17, 1864,
proceeded to Bermuda Hundred, and
embarking on
transports sailed for North Carolina,
reaching Morehead City on the 21st.
It remained in this State
until the close of the war. In October, 1864 one
hundred and eighty men of the Ninth, whose term
of service had expired, left for Trenton, where they

it
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issued, and on the following day, after nearly four
years of service, the regiment ceased to exist.
It is remarkable that of the officers returning with
the regiment, all, except the colonel and lieutenant-

A

summer of 1862
was ordered into Washington and
placed upon provost duty.
In the early part of 1863
barracks were erected for it. Col. Murphy, who had.
hoped for more active service for his command, be
lieving there was little prospect of its being ordered
into the field, resigned his commission March 12th,
and was succeeded by Col. H. O. Ryerson, formerly
of the Second Regiment.

colonel, originally joined the regiment as privates.
The total strength of the regiment was 2701 officers
and men, of whom 254 were killed or died in the
service, 352 were discharged on account of disability,

where

were never accounted for, and 17 enlisted men
were promoted.
The battles the regiment participated in, besides

duty at Philadelphia, and in September

Swift Creek,
Bridge,
Fork, and

Qr.mr. Samuel Keys.

Co. C.
Co. C.

In

the Tenth Regiment Infantry, Company C and
of scattering men were from Burlington
County.
Being raised by authority from the War
a number

Department, without the consent of the Governor of
New Jersey, its earlier experience was not satisfac
tory to officers or men. It was received by William
Bryan, who was its first colonel, at Beverly, and pro
to Washington, Dec. 26, 1861.
Owing to its
defective organization and the absence of all proper

ceeded

discipline it soon fell into disrepute, and for a time
was of little service.
In January, 1862, the War De
partment transferred the regiment to the State author
ities.

It

was then thoroughly reorganized

it,

and desig
nated the Tenth Regiment, it being before known as
" Olden Legion."
the
Governor Olden requested
Col. William R. Murphy, of Bordentown, to accept

which he consented to do on con
the. command of
dition that the quartermaster of the State should be
directed to equip and supply the regiment like the
others, and that he, the colonel, should be permitted
to select its officers. Col. Murphy was at once mus
tered in at Washington, and assumed command.
At
this time the regiment was in an almost hopeless con
dition. Among other defects one of the companies

1

was enlisted and equipped as cavalry, and most of its
men were in arrest for refusing to do infantry duty.
Seehistory of Bordentown.

's

it

it

it

Joel W. Clift,

rejoined the army before Petersburg, and
1864-65
rendered efficient service,
being largely recruited
and when the rebel flag went down at Appomattox,
turned its face northward, and in June, 1865,
was
mustered out at Hall's Hill, Va., and soon after pro

it

Second Lieut.

Brandy Station, Va., and was attached to the First
Brigade New Jersey Volunteers in time to participate
in the grand movement against Richmond underGen. Grant
The record of the Tenth from this time forward was
almost identical with that of the First Brigade, which
elsewhere given.
It shared in the battles, the
glories, and the hardships of that memorable cam
paign, and with the brigade was transferred to the
Shenandoah Valley, where under Sheridan
took
part in his glorious victories.
During the winter of

it

Inlet,

15, 1862.

Capt. Charles B. Hopkinton,1

it

was ordered to Mauch Chunk, where
Pennsylvania,
proceeded to:
remained until April, 1864, when

it

Creek, Wise's
Goldsboro', N. C.
The officers from Burlington County were:
Allen,1
Col. Joseph W.
drowned at Hatteras

N. O, Jan.

before

Foster's

of riots
among the miners, and thence was ordered to the
fords of the Potomac near Shepherdstown, where it:
remained about month.
In November, riots having
broken out in other parts of the mining regions of

it

Bridge,

was sent to

Pottsville, Pa., where there were indications

it

Drury's Bluff, Cold Harbor, Free Bridge,
Petersburg, Va., Gardner's
Butler's Bridge, Southwest

Va.,

is

Creek,

it

those already mentioned, were Deep
Cherry Grove, Port Walthall, Procter's,

Tenth was sent to Suffolk, Va.,
was attached to Corcoran
brigade, and saw
some service against Longstreet, who had threatened
that section.
In July
was sent to perform provost
12, 1863, the

a
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April

it

embarked for Baltimore, and reached Trenton at
half-past six o'clock on the morning of the 18th of
July. On the 28th the final discharge-papers were

ability, and the field and company officers were com
missioned and mustered into service.
The morale of
the regiment was much improved, and early in the
it

it

This company was mustered out and authority given
to recruit
considerable num
company of infantry.
dis-'
ber of men were discharged on account of physical
a

were mustered out. In June, 1865, two hundred and
sixteen men left for Trenton, and on the 12th of July
the regiment, as an organization, was mustered out at
Greensborough, N. C, and the next day proceeded
by rail to Danville, Va. Upon reaching City Point

43

ceeded to Trenton.
The regiment participated

in the following battles:
Carrsville, Wilderness, Spottsylvania, Spottsylvania
Court-House, North and South Anna River, Hanover
Court-House,
Tolopotomy
Creek, Cold Harbor, be
fore Petersburg, Weldon Railroad, Snicker's Gap,
Strasburg,

Winchester,

Charlestown,

Opequan,

Fisher's Hill, New Market, Mount Jackson, Cedar
Creek, and Middletown, Hatcher's Run, Fort Steadman, capture of Petersburg, Sailor's Creek, Farmville, and Lee's surrender.
Its total strength was 2584 officers and men, of
whom 274 were killed or died, 293 were discharged on
account of disability, 138 were not accounted for, and
48 enlisted men were promoted.

The following officers of the Tenth were from Bur
lington County:
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William Bryan, Col. William R. Murphy.
Lieut.-Col. John D. Johnson, captain Co. C ; dis
charged March 11, 1865 ; paroled prisoner ; lieutenantcolonel March 31, 1865.
Maj. Henry A. Perrine, captain Co. K ; discharged
March 29, 1865 ; commissioned colonel June 30, 1865 ;

nine officers and men were reported killed, wounded,
or missing.

not mustered.

east of the mountains, still under Gen. Meade, it
crossed the Potomac at Berlin, reached Warrenton,
and August 1st went on guard duty on and near the

, Col.

S. Smith, discharged Sept.
20, 1864; recommissioned Jan. 24, 1865 ; captain Co.
K, May 21, 1865 ; nof! mustered.
Surgeon John W. Bryan, discharged April 14, 1862.
Quartermaster

Assistant

Samuel

Surgeon

Jesse

ridian Hill, Washington,

J.

May

Thomas, died at Me
of wounds re

4, 1862,

ceived accidentally.
Assistant Surgeon Samuel Stille, resigned Sept 10,
1862.

Capt. John E. Pepper,
first lieut., captain Co. C.

first sergt., second lieut,

First Lieut. Albert M. Buck, Co. E.
First Lieut. Robert Love, secojid lieut.

Co. F;
first lieut. Co. H; discharged Dec. 8, 1864; commis
sioned captain Co. A Oct. 5, 1864; not mustered.
First Lieut. Silas M. Wampole, Co. K ; discharged
Jan. 18, 1865; paroled prisoner.
Second Lieut. Joseph D. Smith, sergt., first sergt.,

second lieut. Co.

H.

Second Lieut. Filbert Shell enberger, sergt., first
sergt. ; re-enlisted ; second lieut. Co, K ; discharged

Aug.

18, 1864.

Second Lieut. Joseph R. Horner, Co. C ; promoted
first lieut. Co. F ; also captain Co. E, Thirty-fourth
Regiment.

In the Twelfth Regiment Infantry, Company C
was of Burlington County.
The regiment was raised
under the second call of the President for 300,000
men, Robert C. Johnson, of Salem, a cadet of West
Point, and formerly major of the Fourth Regiment of
months'
three
men, being commissioned as colonel
July 9, 1862. It was ready for the -field by the 4th
day of September, at which time it was mustered into
the. United States service for three years at Camp
Stockton, near Woodbury, N. J., by Capt. William
B. Royall, U.S.A. It left the State September 7th,

nine hundred and ninety-two strong. En route for
Washington, by reason of the threatened invasion of
Maryland and Pennsylvania, upon its arrival at Bal
sent to Ellicott's Mills, Md., where it re
December 10th it proceeded
to Washington, and in a few days marched to Liverpool
Point, Md., and crossed the Potomac to Acquia Creek,
timore

it was

mained for three months.

From thence it soon moved to Falmouth and
At this time the Twelfth
went into winter-quarters.
was attached to the Third Division of the Second

Va.

Corps, and April 28, 1863, under Hooker, it broke
camp, marched to United States Ford, and two days
It fought in
afterwards crossed the Rappahannock.
the unfortunate and hard battle of Chancellorsville,
where Col. Willets, who had succeeded Col. Johnson,
seventywas seriously wounded, and one hundred and

Returning to its old camp, on June 14th, under
Maj. Hill, it marched by way of Acquia Creek, Fair
fax Station, and Edwards Ferry to Gettysburg's glo
rious field.
Marching parallel with Lee, but to the

Orange

and Alexandria Railroad.

September

12th

the regiment, following Pleasonton's cavalry, crossed
the Rapidan, and subsequently marched to Centreville, being engaged in several actions in the inean

About this time Maj. Hill was discharged on
account of physical disability, and the regiment was
On the 7th of
commanded by Lieut.-Col. Davis.
November the army again moved, crossing the Rap

time.

The Twelfth accompanied it through
campaign,"
which, though accompa
Enter
nied by some fighting, amounted to no good.
ing into winter-quarters December 27th, they moved
tp Stone Mountain to support the cavalry picket line.
They lay here until Feb. 16, 1864, when they partici
pated in an advance made for the purpose of divert
ing the attention of the enemy from the operations
of Kilpatrick's cavalry, who started on an expedition
towards Richmond. The Twelfth waded the Rapi
dan under a heavy fire of artillery, skirmished with
the enemy, and during the night recrossed. They re
mained in camp until Grant's grand advance through
the Wilderness.
In all those hard-fought battles down
to the banks of the James, around Petersburg, and
until Lee's surrender at Appomattox Court-House, the
Twelfth faithfully performed its duty and shared in
the hardships and perils.
Every heart felt that the
rebel flag must go down, and that the holy cause of
union and liberty for which they were battling must
soon triumph.
As conquerors they marched back to
Washington, where, at Bailey's Cross-Roads, in June
and July, they were mustered out of service and
pahannock.

the

" Mine Run

returned to the State.
The total strength of the regiment was 1899 officers
and men, of whom 261 were killed or died in the
service, 171 were discharged on account of disability,
29 were not accounted for, and 38 enlisted men were
promoted.

The regiment took part in the battles of Chancel
lorsville, Gettysburg, Falling Waters, Auburn Mills,
Bristoe Station, Blackburn's Ford, Robinson's Tav
ern, Mine Run, Morton's Ford, Wilderness, Spottsyl
vania, Spottsylvania
Court-House, North and South
Anna River, Tolopotomy, Cold Harbor, before Peters
burg, Deep Bottom, Mine Explosion, north bank of
James River, Ream's Station, Fort Sedgwick, Hatch
er's Run, Boydton Plank-Road, Hatcher's Run, Dabney's Mills, Hatcher's Run, Boydton
Plank-Road, cap
ture of Petersburg,
Sailor's Creek, High Bridge,
Farmville, and Lee's surrender.
The following officers were from Burlington County :

,,
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Co. B; discharged Nov. 2,
of disability.
Capt. John W. Mitchell ; sergeant ; first sergeant
Co. B ; first lieutenant ; captain Co. D.
First Lieut. Ellwood Griscom; sergeant Co. F;
Capt.

Joel W. Clift,

1863, on account

Co. A ; first lieutenant Co. E.
Second Lieut. Samuel Mattson ; private; cor
poral ; sergeant ; first sergeant ; second lieutenant Co.

second lieutenant

B.
Second Lieut. Henry P. Reed ; first sergeant Co. B ;
Thirtysecond lieutenant ; promoted captain Co. F,
fourth Regiment.

In the Fourteenth Regiment Infantry the only
officers from Burlington County were :
First Lieut. William Leatherbury
sergeant Co.

H;

B;

sergeant-major;

; sergeant; first
first lieutenant Co.

transferred to Co. E.
Second Lieut. Tenadore Woodward

account
first

; discharged
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ber crossed the Potomac, and moved to New Balti
Col. Cox
more, where it remained for some time.
having resigned, he was succeeded by Lieut.-Col. H.

of the Second. About this time Maj.
Alfred Thompson, of Bordentown, also resigned on
account of failing health, and was succeeded by E.
Burd Grubb, a lieutenant of the Third Regiment.
Gen. Burnside having superseded Gen. McClellan in
command of the army, the brigade broke camp on the
16th and moved towards Falmouth via Catlett's Sta
tion and Stafford Court-House.
On the morning of
the 12th of December, 1862, the regiment crossed the

O. Ryerson,

Rappahannock

below Fredericksburg.
Sleeping be
low the bluff, the next morning it took its position in
line of battle, and suffered severely on that badlymanaged field, Maj. Grubb particularly distinguish

ing himself for his cool gallantry.
on

of disability, Aug. 4, 1864; commissioned
March 4, 1864, Co. B; not mus

lieutenant

tered.

In the Twenty-third Regiment Infantry, Compa
nies A and B and quite a number of men in other com
panies were from Burlington County.
On the 4th of
August, 1862, a draft of three hundred thousand
militia was ordered by the President to serve for nine
months. The quota of the State was ten thousand
four hundred and seventy-eight men. The draft was
to commence September 3d, and continued from day
The adjutant-general of the
to day until completed.

State announced the quota required from each county,
A general desire being mani
city, and township.
fested by the people of the State to fill the quota by

voluntary enlistment, it was announced that volun
teers in lieu of drafted men would be received up to
September 1st The result of this policy, and of the
general disposition to escape the stigma of a draft,
was gratifying in the extreme. Everywhere through
out the State the utmost enthusiasm and energy were
exhibited, not only by those liable to the conscription,
For several
but by citizens of all ages and classes.
days previous to that fixed for the draft men poured
into camp by thousands, and by the evening of Sep
tember 2d the five camps contained ten thousand
eight hundred volunteers.
The Twenty-third was mustered in at Beverly, Sep

tember 13th ; Company A, from the city of Burling
August
ton, being the first to reach the rendezvous,
mustering the
25th; Company B, of Bordentown,
The regiment was commanded by
same evening.
Col. John S. Cox, of Ellisdale, Monmouth

County,
ninetystrength
hundred
and
was
nine
total
its
and
September
six officers and men. Leaving Beverly
26th, it proceeded to Washington, and after going

into camp for a few days, it moved to Frederick City,
Md. Here it remained until October 8th, when it
join the First New Jersey
started for Bakersville to
marched with the brigade
30th
it
Brigade.
On the
towards Crampton's Pass, and on the 3d of Novem

On the 15th the
regiment recrossed the river, and on the 20th reached
White Oak Church and went into winter-quarters.
march,"
Participating in Burnside's famous " mud
during which it lost a numberof men and suffered great

hardships, it returned to its old camp, and remained
Hooker assuming command
inactive until spring.
of the army on the 29th of April, 1863, it again crossed
the Rappahannock three miles below Fredericksburg.

Skirmishing, marching

through the old city, it ad
vanced to Salem Church, where it met the enemy in
force, and had the honor of forming part of the rear
guard in retiring from the field of Chancellorsville.
It recrossed the river at Banks' Ford, May 5th.
To divert the attention of the enemy, Hooker again
recrossed the river with a portion of the army.
It
was early in June, when the men were in daily expec
tation of orders to return home to be mustered out,
" three days' cooked rations."
that orders came for

The men well knew the meaning of this, and it was
an unexpected disappointment to them, but they fol
lowed Col. Grubb across the river in -good spirits.
While throwing up breastworks in front of Fred
days'
ericksburg, after a few
duty, orders came to re
turn to Beverly, where they soon arrived, and the men
separated to await the completion of their muster-out
papers.

At this time, late in June, the country was startled
by the news of Lee's advance into Pennsylvania and
the supposed danger of Harrisburg. Governor Par
ker issued a stirring proclamation to the regiments not
yet disbanded, and to the people, to hasten to the aid of
the sister State. When this appeal was issued less
than half of the men of the Twenty-third were in
camp, but Col. Grubb promptly ordered the "assem
bly,"
and not a man hesitated to volunteer.
Trans
portation was at once telegraphed for, and in the dusk
of the evening the regiment landed in Philadelphia,
and preceded by a band, marched through the crowded

streets, greeted at every step by cheers. On the fol
lowing morning, in coal-cars, they were carried to
Harrisburg, where they were at once set to throwing
up breastworks to prevent the passage of the river,
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which at that time was very shallow.
In a few days,
however, Governor Curtin feeling the capital safe,
the regiment returned to Beverly, where it remained
until June 27th, when it was finally dissolved.
The Twenty-third participated in the following
battles:
Fredericksburg,
Fredericksburg (second),
Salem Church.
Its total strength was 1035 officers and men, of
which 84 were killed or died in the service, 80 were
discharged on account of disability, and 15 enlisted
men were promoted.

The

following

officers

were

from

Burlington

Col. John S. Cox, res. Nov. 10, 1862.
Col. E. Burd Grubb, 2d lieut. Co. C; 1st lieut. Co.
. D, 3d Regt, ; maj. and lieut.-col. ; also col. 37th Regt. ;
brev. brig.-gen. U. S. Vols.
Lieut-Col. George C. Brown, res. Dec. 25, 1862.
Lieut.-Col. Francis W. Milnor, capt. Co. A ; maj.
and lieut.-col.

Alfred Thompson, res. Nov. 13, 1862.
William J. Parmenter, capt. Co. K ; maj.
William G. Winans, res. Nov. 22, 1862.
Jacob Perkins, 1st lieut. Co. G; res. Jan.

Qr.mr. Abel H. Nichols,

2d lieut. Co.

K;

I;

Capt. Elwood H. Kirkbride,
lieut. Co. D ; capt. Co. B.

2d Lieut. Charles

H. Mclntyre,

Co. D ; res.

2d Lieut. Alfred C. Seeds, Co.
2d Lieut. Nicholl
Co.

1st lieut.

Co.

1st

Capt. Samuel Carr, Co. C; res. April 13, 1863.
Capt. George W. Severs, 2d lieut. ; 1st lieut. ; capt.
Co. C.
Capt. Reading Newbold, Co. D.

Capt. Augustus W. Grobler, Co. E ; res. Feb. 23,
1863, disability ; also 2d lieut. Co. C, and 1st lieut.
Go. H, 34th Regt.
Capt. Samuel B. Smith, Co. F.
Capt. Joseph R. Rigdway, Co. G ; killed in action
Va., Dec. 13, 1862.
at Fredericksburg,
Capt. Henry C. Risdon, 1st lieut. Co. C; capt.
Co. G.
Capt. Henry A. McCabe, Co. H ; res. Dec. 31, 1862.
Capt. David S. Root, 1st lieut. ; capt Co. H ; res.
16, 1863.

L. Taylor,

1st lieut. Co.

D;

res.

April

6,
7,

capt.

Co. H.
Capt.

John P. Burnett, Co. I.
Lieut. Charles Sibley, Co. A ; killed in action
at Salem Heights, Va., May 3, 1863.
1st Lieut. Samuel E. Bannin, Co. B.
t
1st Lieut. Samuel Browne, Jr., sergt.-maj. ; 2d lieut.
1st

Co. C.
1st Lieut. David R. Newbold, Co. D ; died of typhoid
fever, at Washington, D. C, Dec. 22, 1862.

F. Smith,

sergt. Co. B ; 2d lieut.

Lieut. James O. Garman,

1st

sergt. ; 2d lieut.

F.

2d Lieut. William

G ; also qr.mr.

F;

E;

Jan.

E.

2d

2d lieut. Co.

2d

lieut. Co. C.

14,

1863.

K;

1863.

34th Regt.
Surg. William Cooke, res. Feb. 13, 1863.
Capt. Francis H. Higgins, Co. B; res. Feb. 14,

Capt. Forrester

2d Lieut. Lewis Ayers, res. Feb. 22, 1863.
2d Lieut. George W. Arbuckle, 1st sergt. Co.
2d lieut. Co. B.
2d Lieut. William
Holman, private Co.

1863.

1863; adjt.
Adjt. Samuel W. Downs, 2d lieut. Co.
Co. G; adjutant.

Feb.

I

34th Regt.

County :

Maj.
Maj.
Adjt.
Adjt.

Lieut. Edward L. Dobbins, sergt.; qr.mr.-sergt. ;
2d lieut. Co. I; 1st lieut. Co. D.
1st Lieut. Isaac Shinn, Co. E ; res. Feb. 7, 1863.
1st Lieut. Samuel L. Wright, 1st sergt. Co. C ; 2d
lieut. Co. H ; 1st lieut. Co. E.
1st Lieut. James S. Budd, Co. F ; killed in action
at Salem Heights, Va., May 3, 1863.
1st Lieut. Edward Riggs, 2d lieut. Co. A ; 1st lieut.
Co. G.
1st Lieut. John F. McKee, sergt.-maj. ; 2d lieut. Co.
C ; 1st lieut. Co. G.
1st Lieut. Robert M. Ekings, Co.
; also lieut.-col.
1st

C. Stokes, 1st sergt; 2d lieut.

Co. G.

2d Lieut. William Frayer, Co. I; res.. Jan. 4, 1863.
2d Lieut. Benjamin R. Haines, sergt. Co. E; 2d
lieut. Co. I.

In the Twenty-fourth Regiment Infantry, the
only officers from Burlington County that we know of
were:

Chaplain William C. Stockton.
Lieut. James S. Woodward, 2d lieut. Co. I.
In the Thirty-fourth Regiment Infantry there were
number of Burlington County men, mostly in Com
1st

a

A, C, and D. The regiment was raised during
the summer and autumn of 1863, principally from the
counties of Mercer, Salem, Burlington, and Camden,
and plentiful additions from 'the neighboring cities of
panies

New York and Philadelphia of men attracted by the
large bounties then being paid.
The headquarters of
the regiment was first at Beverly, and afterwards at
Camp Parker, Trenton.
Authority was given to in
dividuals to raise companies, and as soon as the com
panies were completed they reported to
camp and were

mustered in for three years. Company A was mus
tered in September 3d, and Company K and the field
and staff officers October 9th. The regiment was com
manded by Col. William H. Lawrence, captain Four
teenth Regiment United States Infantry.

It left
Trenton Nov. 16, 1863, passed through Philadelphia
and Pittsburgh to Jeffersonville, Ind., where it
took
steam transports down the Ohio to Paducah.
During
the trip it lost about seventy men by desertion.
They
enlisted for the bounty, and having obtained it
left

at the first

opportunity.

All

the regiments

raised
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in breaking up and capturing various bands
cavalry."
,
of the " wild
On the morning of the 13th of April, a part of For
rest's force, under Gen. Buford, appeared in front of
Columbus, and after a brisk skirmish summoned Col.
To this the gal
Lawrence to surrender the garrison.
lant colonel replied, " That being placed there by his
government with adequate force to hold his post and
repel all enemies from
surrender was out of the
question."
After desultory skirmish for some hours
Buford withdrew, foiled in his purpose.
In May an engagement took place at Hickman,
Ky., between detachment of the Thirty-fourth and
a

a

it,

ceeded

it

some rebel cavalry, in which a number of the enemy
were killed. In July the regiment was again en
gaged, and routed the enemy near Clinton, Ky. In
December, 1864, they proceeded to Nashville, but ar
returned
riving too late to participate in the battle

left for Eastport,
On Jan. 11, 1865,
From there, Feb
Miss., with the Eleventh Corps.
ruary 7th, they proceeded to New Orleans. The cap
it

to Paducah.

it

it

ture of Mobile having been determined upon, the
Thirty-fourth left New Orleans with the expedition
for Dauphin's Island. On the 8th and 9th of April
took part in the assault and capture of Spanish Fort,
Col. Lawrence
Forts Huger, Tracy, and Blakeley.
led the regiment gallantly, and both officers and men
conducted themselves with distinguished courage.
After the capture of Mobile the regiment moved
remained for .several
to Montgomery, Ala., where
During the fall and winter
months on provost duty.
detached companies were stationed at points on the
Alabama and Tennessee River Railroad. Col. Law
rence resigned in October, and was succeeded by
brigadierLieut-Col. Moore, both being breveted

generals.
The regiment was mustered out of service at Selma,

:

I.

L. Haines, 1st lieut. and capt. Co. C.
Capt. Thomas Taylor, 1st lieut. Co. D capt. Co.
Second Lieut. Richard J. Moore, Co. A res. June

21, 1864.

L. Woodward, 1st sergt.
July 13, 1865; disability.

Second Lieut. Walter
lieut. Co. D.

disch.

;

las, and a company of the Thirty-fourth was mounted,
under command of Lieut. Julian Wright, who suc

and lieut.-col.
Capt. Martin

;

G. W. Abeel in command of the regiment.
Ken
tucky at this time was much infested by rebel guerril

man, Clinton, Mayfield, and Paris, Landing, Ky.,
Nashville, Tenn., Fort Huger, Spanish Fort, and
Fort Blakeley, Mobile, Ala.
The following officers were from Burlington County
Lieut.-Col. Robert M. Ekings, capt. Co. C; maj.

;

sleeping at one time upon the snow without blankets
or tents, and with the thermometer, it is said, regis
tering ten degrees below zero.
Jan. 21, 1864, the regiment returned to Columbus,
where it was left as a permanent garrison. Col. Law
rence was placed in command of the post, and Maj.

for, and twenty-five enlisted men were promoted.
It participated in the battles of Columbus, Hick

2d

Second Lieut. John B. Wright, first sergeant Com
E, Tenth Regiment; second lieutenant Com

pany

pany K.
Second Lieut.
geant Company

John
C;

Connor, sergeant and first ser
second lieu
sergeant-major;

tenant Company C.
In the Thirty-fifth Regiment Infantry, the only
officer we know of was Second Lieut. Edward Ken
nedy, sergeant and first sergeant Company A; second
lieutenant Company F.
In the Thirty-seventh Regiment Infantry, there
were quite
number of men from Burlington County

in Companies H and
The regiment was organized
in pursuance of
call by the President for the im
mediate raising by voluntary enlistment from the mi

litia of the State of troops to serve one hundred days
unless sooner discharged, and as was fully set forth
in the proclamation of Governor Parker, dated May
Under authority, the raising of two regi
16, 1864.
ments was immediately commenced.
The headquar
ters of the Thirty-seventh
was established at Camp
As no bounty was to be
Delaware, near Trenton.
given, nor even their services to be credited upon any
draft, and as local bounties were offered by different
was soon ap
cities, recruiting became languid, and
parent that neither of the two regiments would be

it

in search of the rebel general Forrest, who kept out
of their way, whereupon they retraced their steps,

of whom one hundred and fifty-five were killed or
died in the service, seventy-nine were discharged on
account of disability, forty-four were not accounted

I.

down the river to Columbus, Ky.,
and from thence to Union City, Tenn.
December 22d, with an army under Gen. A. J.
Smith, the regiment marched to Huntingdon, Tenn.,

fourth to return

after disbanded, being the last regiment from the
State to quit the service of the government upon the
conclusion of the war.
The total strength of the regiment was two thou
sand two hundred and ninety-three officers and men,

a

The day after arriving at Paducah, the regi
ment was conveyed three hundred miles up the Ten
nessee River to Eastport, Miss., but a change in the
plans of the general commanding caused the Thirty-

shot.

Ala., April 30, 1866. It then returned to New Jer
arriving at Trenton in due time, and was soon

sey,

;

close of the war were infested with
who when captured were duly

a

the

"bounty-jumpers,"

enabled to fill its ranks.
Therefore, June 23d, the
Thirty-eighth Regiment was consolidated with the

which was commanded by Col. E.
Burd Grubb, 'a gallant and dashing soldier. It left
the State June 28, 1864, and at Baltimore embarked
on transports and proceeded to City Point, Va., and
reported for duty to Gen. Grant. As might have been
regiment raised under such circum
expected of
Thirty-seventh,

a

towards

47

stances, the personnel was not altogether encouraging.

HISTORY OF BURLINGTON COUNTYv NEW JERSEY.

48

The medical examination was by no means search
ing, and as a result there were men in it who would
There
not have been accepted in other regiments.
were also scores of young boys from fifteen years of
age upwards.
The regiment encamped near Point of
Rocks, July 1st, and furnished fatigue parties for un
f6rtifications,etc.'
It then
loading vessels, working on
moved to Redoubt Converse, on Spring Hill, near Ap
pomattox River. Here detachments were sent to un

capture of " Petersburg,
Sailor's Creek,
Farmville, and Lee's surrender (Appomattox). In
the last fight before Richmond it displayed conspicu

load vessels, to corps headquarters, to guard commis
sary and stores, to do picket duty, and to garrison the
fort. While in this fort died Lieut.-Col. Barlow and

moted.

Adjutant Parker Grubb.
On the 28th of August the regiment marched to
the extreme front, relieving veteran troops in the
The
trenches and fortifications before Petersburg.
regiment remained here until its term of service had
Before returning home a number of
nearly expired.
the men re-enlisted for a period of one year, and were
assigned to Battery E, First Regiment New Jersey
Artillery.
On the 26th of September it left the front
and returned home, receiving a gratifying compli
ment from Maj.-Gen. Birney, commanding the Tenth
Army Corps. The regiment was engaged in no bat
tles, yet it had five men killed and twenty-nine
wounded.

Its total strength was seven hundred and eighty^one
officers and men, of whom nineteen were killed or
died, three were discharged on account of disability,
three were not accounted for, and four enlisted
were promoted.
The officers from Burlington County were :

men

Col. E. Burd Grubb.
Adjutant Parker Grubb.
Quartermaster
master 40th Regt.

J.

Warner Kinsey

I,

ous gallantry, and though
bright.'

its record

is brief,

it

is

The total strength of the regiment was 1409 officers
and men, of whom 19 were killed or died in the ser
vice, 20 were discharged on account of disability, 33
were not accounted for, and 19 enlisted men were pro
County
Capt.

April
1st

The following officers were from Burlington

:

John W.

Goodenough,

Co.

K;

brevet

major,'

2, 1865.

Lieut, Joseph F. Mount,

2d

lieut. Co. C ; 1st

lieut. Co. A.
1st Lieut.1 Henry C. Woodward, Co. C.
1st Lieut Samuel Phillips, 2d" lieut. Co. D.
2d

April
2d

In

Lieut James Phillips,

Co.

E;

brevet 1st lieut.

2, 1865.

Lieut George A. Beldin.
the First Cavalry
the

Sixteenth Regiment of

Company C was raised
in Burlington County, and F in Burlington and
Ocean Counties.
There was also scattered through
the regiment quite a number of men from the county.
the line, New Jersey Volunteers,

On Aug.

authority was given by the War
Halsted to raise a
regiment of cavalry, the time for doing so being lim
4, 1861,

Department

to the Hon. William

ited to ten days, but afterwards extended to ten days
more. The headquarters was established at Trenton.
On the 24th the first four companies, under Maj. M.

H. Beaumont, arrived at Washington, and one week
later six other companies were brought in by Hal
sted.

;

also

quarter

1st Lieut. Jonathan W. Maguire, Co. H; also 1st
lieut. Co. B, 40th Regt.
Co. I; also 1st
1st Lieut. Henry C. Woodward,
lieut. Co. C, 40th Regt.
2d Lieut. Michael H. Johnson, Co. I.
2d Lieut, William H. Stiles, Co. H ; also 1st lieut.
Co.

Steedman,

40th Regt.

The Fortieth Regiment Infantry had scattered
through it a number of Burlington County men. It
was recruited under the call of July, 1864, for 500,000
men. Its headquarters was established at draft ren
dezvous (Camp Perrine), Trenton, and the term of en

listment was for one, two, or three years. Company A
was mustered in Oct. 24, 1864, and left the State the
same day. Company K was mustered in March 10,

Each company,
1865, and left the State on the 12th:
on its arrival In the field, was attached to the Fourth
Regiment, and so remained until six companies had
reported for duty, when the regiment was organized,
its strength being 1021 officers and men, commanded
by Col. Gilkyson, who was mustered in March 19,
It was assigned to the Sixth Army Corps. It
1865.
participated in the battles of Hatcher's Run, Fort

The camp was established at Meridian Hill. Col.
Halsted, for many years a prominent member of the
bar of New Jersey and at one time a member of
Although a
Congress, was in his seventieth year.
gentleman of ability, he appears not to have possessed
the qualities requisite to enforce obedience from and

bring into subordination a large body of men fresh
from the pursuits of civil life. The camp, therefore,
from the first was a scene of tumult and disorder.
There was ho authoritative announcement of duties,
no promptly enforced penalty for disobedience. Drills
were scarcely thought of, officers had little idea of
their duties, and not a proper appreciation of their
position.
There were two lieutenant-colonels
con
tending for the position to which both had been ap
pointed, and the officers were divided into cliques.
The regiment moved' from camp to camp; and at
length crossing into Virginia was attached to
Palmer's
brigade of cavalry.
Here the difficulty as to the
was settled, and Joseph Karge
lieutenant-colonelcy
was confirmed in that position.
Col. Halsted. tak
ing sick-leave, Lieut.-Col. Karge undertook to right
matters.
Having formerly been an officer in the
Prussian

cipline

army, and trained to regard a despotic dis
as the

only principle of military authority, he
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found many difficulties to encounter.
The men who
had not yet learned to obey, and had been accustomed
to an almost impunity of insubordination,
could not
understand

his unreasoning severity, and the whole
camp became a scene of discontent that threatened to
break out into riot and mutiny.
To add to the trou
ble, in October

the last raised company came into
camp without uniforms, blankets, or tents, and the
horses of the whole command were supplied with an
insufficiency of forage. This ended in the removal
of Quartermaster Benjamin B. Halsted, who had been

irregularly mustered in.

Hearing this the colonel,
feeling that he should have been consulted before
such a change had been effected, hurried back to
camp, and signalized his resumption of command by
an unseemly altercation with the lieutenant-colonel.
Confusion now was worse confounded.
The colonel
took the part of the men in their complaints against
the lieutenant-colonel,
and the reforms in drill, disci
pline, and camp routine at once fell into abeyance.

While this miserable state of affairs was existing the
colonel became involved in difficulty with the War
Department, which resulted in his arrest. The lieu

'
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were the only troops who came to the assistance of the
First, but our boys were driven from the field. The
battle of Cross Keys was fought on the 8th, where
Jackson was able to check Fremont, and keep open
his line of retreat.
A few days afterwards the First Cavalry returned
to Gen. McDowell, and about the 20th of June reached
Manassas Junction. From thence it marched to Madi
son Court-House, and then, under Gen. Hatch, to Gor-

donsville

and Charlottesville, from which, unsuccess
to Culpeper Court-House.
Passing by
the three skirmishes at Bartlett's Ford, we come to
Cedar Mountain. Gen. Banks fought this battle under

ful, it returned

the impression 'his force was over one-third larger
than it really was. Gen. Pope arriving upon the field,
drew in Banks' too extended lines, and Jackson was
repulsed.
During the battle Gen. Pope actually had
the audacity to send one of his aides, Capt. Asch,
First Cavalry, to order a rebel battery that was annoy
ing him much to cease firing. The captain hinted
that it was a rebel battery, to which the general replied,
" Nonsense !" The captain rode
boldly up and ex
" The general directs that you cease firing."
claimed,

" Does

tenant-colonel sent the most inefficient and probably
Obnoxious officers before the Examining Board in
" The army swore in Flanders," but
Washington.
there was a decided improvement in the discipline.

the general order that ?" asked the surprised
" Yes," said Asch-; "he sent
me with
orders."
And while the wondering rebel
peremptory
obeyed, Asch galloped off, delighted to escape without

Col. Halsted returned to the command in five weeks,
the lieutenant-colonel and major were soon in arrest,
and the colonel's time was occupied in extricating the
officers who had been sent before the Board of Ex
At last, Feb. 19, 1862, the regiment was
amination.

When the First was about to charge, two
detection.
men of Company A, being wounded, drew their horses
out of the ranks, and saluting tlieir officer with their
said,"
We are hit, sir." It was a splendid act,
swords,

It was then
transferred to the care of the State.
Col. Halsted was mustered
thoroughly reorganized.

out, and Percy Wyndham, an Englishman by descent,
colonel in the Sardinian army, a soldier of Gari
baldi, was appointed colonel by the Governor of New
Jersey.

"Halsted's Horse" became the First New

Jersey Cavalry, and from that day commenced its
bright and glorious career.
During the winter the regiment was employed on
picket duty.
In April, 1862, it was ordered to Fred

ericksburg to join McDowell.
to King George Court-House.

On the 20th

it scouted

Company G, the next
day, brought in some two hundred slaves and a num
ber of horses, and Capt. Broderick surprised a courier
post, killing several and capturing five horse*. It re
turned to Falmouth on the 28th, where it was trans
It re
ferred to Gen. Bayard's brigade of cavalry.
mained here until late in May, when it was ordered
to the Shenandoah Valley to oppose the advance of

" Stonewall" Jackson. It reached

Strasburg June 1st,
and fifty rebel stragglers.
Pushing on to Woodstock, a brisk skirmish ensued.
About noon of the 6th our army arrived upon the
hills of Harrisonburg, and a sharp combat ensued, the
and captured

one hundred

First acting splendidly, and the gallant colonel was
left wounded upon the field. Gen. Ashby was killed
"Bucktails,"
who
by Fred Holmes, of the Pennsylvania
4

artillery officer.

and showed their soldierly qualities.
On the 20th the First skirmished with Stuart's cav
alry at Brandy Station, driving them back with loss.
A hard fight took place at Rappahannock Station,
where the cavalry covered the withdrawal of Pope's
army.
It was a gallant fight ; Lieut.-Cols. Karge and
Hick were wounded, and Bobbins and Stuart were
captured, and forty men killed or unhorsed.
Jackson soon after made his famous march in the
rear of Pope at Bull Run (second), and the First, with
the brigade, was sent to hold Thoroughfare Gap, to
prevent the enemy under Lee from falling on the left
flank and rear of our army, capturing one hundred
and fifty prisoners and blocking the gap by felling
Ricketts came with four brigades, made a gal
trees.
lant fight, but, through ignorance of the position of
the rest of our army, retired towards Manassas Junc
In the disastrous battle of
tion and Bristoe Station.
Bull Bun, in which Pope's left flank was completely
turned, the First Cavalry took little part, skirmishing
afterwards on our right flank, and going into camp at
Bailey's Cross- Roads.
During the Maryland campaign the First scoured
Northern Virginia from the mountains eastward,
Wyndham on one occasion dashing through Thor
oughfare

Gap and harassing Lee's communications,
and Karge riding into Warrenton, and capturing six
teen hundred prisoners and a large amount of stores.
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Lee was retreating down the valley, and Stuart's
cavalry attempted to destroy the bridges and railroads
east of the mountain to make safe that retreat. Bay
ard's brigade started from Chantilly, scouting through
Aldie and Middleburg up to Upperville, to preserve
fighting ensued dur
ing these operations, Wyndham, Karge, and Capt.
Kester distinguishing themselves by their activity
and bravery, and Stuart was foiled in his attempt.
The regiment was on the field of Fredericksburg, but
not actively engaged.
Here Bayard was killed.
The First was attached to Gregg's division, and
April 30, 1863, started across the Rappahannock on
" Stoneman's raid."
They penetrated as far as the
those structures.

Considerable

James River, destroyiug bridges, boats, store-houses,
and railroads, and capturing a vast amount of prop
erty which they safely returned with.
The battle of Chancellorsville was lost, and Lee
promptly put his army in motion for his expedi
tion to Pennsylvania.
Hooker massed our cavalry
under Pleasonton near Catlett's Station.
The First
Cavalry with its division crossed the Rappahannock
at Kelley 's Ford, and soon encountered the enemy at
Brandy Station. Here a desperate hand-to-hand bat
tle was fought, and the field was the scene of innu
merable small encounters, in which heroic courage was
shown by the combatants on both sides. To record
the acts of daring and recklessness, in which the only
that animated the men was victory at any
sacrifice, would be to give an account of each indi
vidual officer and man. All were heroes on that day.

feeling

Wyndham, who commanded a brigade, was badly
wounded.
Lieut.-Col. Broderick, the senior officer
of the First, and the steadfast Maj. Shelmire were
left dead upon the field, Shelmire stretched across
Of the two hundred and
the body of his foe.1
eighty officers and men, six officers and over fifty men
were killed.
On the 2d of July, 1863, the First Cavalry debouched
upon the field of Gettysburg and, dismounted, went in
Mounted and dismounted,
on the right of our line.
it gloriously performed its duty in that great battle.
At White Sulphur Springs, when Meade discovered
the attempt of Lee to cut his communications with
Washington, the regiment was severely engaged, the
gallant Capt. Lucas, of Company F, being shot in the

brain.

Crossing the Rapidan with Meade in his Mine Run
advance, Nov. 27, 1863, the division surprised the
rebel pickets at Ely's Ford, and bivouacked in the

Wilderness.
Moving to Hope Church, the First Cav
alry engaged the enemy, advancing dismounted with
successive rushes under a terrific fire that caused
them heavy loss. Gray, of Company C, had his hand
shattered, and Hobensack, of Company F, was struck
1Maj. Shelmire, with his Company A, wasfrom Montgomery County,
Pa. A plain Pennsylvania farmer, the steadinessand integrity of his
character,his sterling worth and Christian life, won for bin) the confi
denceof his comrades.

by a piece of shell that for some minutes crazed him.
The Fifth Corps coming up and deploying, the cav
alry gave place and retired. On the 1st of December
our army recrossed the Rapidan and the Rappahan
nock, and soon after went into winter-quarters near
Warrenton, where they remained doing picket duty
until the opening of spring, when Grant prepared to
strike his ponderous blows against the Rebellion.

At

on the morning of the 4th of May,
First Jersey, leading the column of Gregg's
division, crossed the Rapidan at Ely's Ford. Cap
turing rebel pickets, it advanced-beyond Chancellors
ville, and the next day moved to Todd's Tavern.
Here about noon a brisk engagement opened, and
with varied results ended in the First Jersey driving
the rebels across the Po, which river they made
their line of defense. The loss of the regiment in
this brilliant affair was six men killed and two officers
two o'clock

1864, the

and forty-one

men wounded.

Col. Kester's

conduct

throughout the action was conspicuous for bravery
and dash. On the 7th it was again in action, the
combined cavalry at last sweeping the rebels out of a
line of breastworks. This was the last fight of Union
cavalry in the Wilderness.
On the 9th of May the whole cavalry corps under
Sheridan moved south towards Richmond, the First
Jersey having the rear of the column.
Lee, not un
derstanding the strength of our force, detached a
couple of brigades to cut off the retreat, and a larger
But little fighting conse
body to gain its front.
quently ensued, and our whole force crossed the North
Anna. Thence the Second Division moved to the
South Anna, which it crossed unmolested, and pushed
to Ashland Station and Court-House, where the store
house was burnt and the railroad destroyed for miles.
Some sharp fighting took place, but when our cavalry
had finished their work they started upon their re
turn, rejoining the army on the 25th.
On the 26th of May the First Jersey moved down
the Pamunkey

on a reconnoissance,

and crossing

at

Hanover Town with the First and Second Divisions
and a part of the Sixth Corps, advanced upon Lee's

right.
On the 28th, Gregg took up a position near
Hawes'
Shop to cover the crossing and movements of
our infantry.
Here the First Jersey became fiercely
engaged with the enemy, and Lieuts. Shaw, of Com

pany F, and Wynkoop, of Company A, were severely
wounded.
The total loss of the nine companies en
gaged was eleven officers and fifty-three
men killed
and wounded.
The effort of Lee, however, to check
the advance of Grant was frustrated.
The flank
movement proved an entire success, and Meade
moved upon Shady Grove Church.

June 7th, the First Jersey, with its division, left
Newcastle, on the Pamunkey, and pushed rapidly
towards Trevillian Station, nine miles from Gordonsville, where, on the evening of the 10th, the rebels
were attacked and driven out with serious loss. Ac
complishing its object in the destruction of the rail-

il
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road and other property, the cavalry withdrew

to the

White House.
Crossing the James with the Army of the Potomac,
the First Jersey rested for two days near Fort Pow
hatan, whence, June 29th, it moved southward to the

relief of Wilson, and then towards City Point. On
the evening of July 26th, with the First and Second
Cavalry Divisions and the Second Corps, it secretly
and rapidly crossed the James at Deep Bottom, sur
prised the command of Gen. Pickett, and on the 28th
made a flank movement around the enemy's left
towards Charles City Cross-Roads and Malvern Hill.
Falling back to Strawberry Plains, after various man
oeuvres, it pushed on to Lee's Mills, where the rebels
had established themselves, whom they rapidly drove
from their position.
On August 12th the First Jersey was again in
motion, and the next day participated in the rout of
the rebel cavalry under Gen. Chambliss near Charles
City Cross-Roads. On the 19th the cavalry recrossed
the river

and marched

to

join Warren,

who

had

seized the Weldon Railroad. On the 21st it was
hotly engaged repelling an attack upon Warren's
left, meeting with some loss.
years'
With this engagement terminated the three
Jersey.
Sept.
men
On
the
term of the First
1, 1864,
whose term of service had expired embarked at City
Point, and reaching Trenton were mustered out on
the 16th. The regiment though as an organization

in the field, enough of its original
members having re-enlisted and many recruits having
Its commander, Col. John W. Kester,
been received.
a brave and good officer, retired from the service, and
still remained

by Lieut.-Col. Janeway.
September 29th the First Jersey moved from Prince
George Court-House to the Jerusalem plank-road,
and the next morning to the extreme left of the army,
held by Warren's corps. Soon after it advanced to
the junction of the Ream's Station and Dinwiddie
Court-House roads, and while holding this position a
battalion charged into Ream's Station, driving the
was succeeded

Sev
enemy from the works and three miles beyond.
eral brisk,skirmishes occurred during the day. During

the intense darkness of the night of the 30th, while
Parks' Corps (Ninth),
seeking to communicate with
" Who goes there ?"
it fell in with an invisible foe.
"
Butler's South Caro
rang out sharply on the air.
Brigade!"
"Who are
was the startling reply.
lina
charge!"
you?"
and
"First New Jersey Cavalry:
with a yell the boys dashed through the darkness

A great

clattering of hoofs was heard,
in the distance the First
receded
and as it rapidly
Jersey was left victors of the bloodless field with one
prisoner, Capt, Butler, a brother of the rebel general.
upon them.

During a drizzling rain, while on the Vaughn's
road, disposition was made for battle, the First Jer
On came with fury Dan-.
sey being held in reserve.
ovin's and Mahone's brigades, dismounted, driving in
The dense woods in
our cavalry, also dismounted.

front swarmed with rebels, who rushed forth on the
double-quick.
But the Jersey boys received them at
twenty paces with a withering fire that for a moment
cooled their ardor, yet thrice did they return to the
charge, until the fearful havoc caused them to retire.
Then a counter-charge was made, the enemy's works
taken, and they driven far beyond. Foster says, pages

" While these events were
occurring, our
left flank was picketed by Lieut. Hughes with Com
pany C, whicii during the last assault of the enemy
in front had become hotly engaged. Hughes, how
471,

472,

ever, soon found that he was surrounded ; but not by
any means dismayed, he at once ordered a charge,
and succeeded in cutting his way out and rejoining
his regiment in time to give notice of the flank attack.

While surrounded, Sergt. Watts, of Company C, see
ing a group of men dressed apparently like our own,
rode up to one, who proved to be Gen. Young, and
with some excitement asked, ' How in thunder are
here?'
we going to get out of
The general, who
had mistaken the charge of Hughes for the advance
of a mounted brigade, and had delayed his own at
tack upon our flank long enough to enable Beaumont
to regain his works, seemed to be quite as much puz
zled as Watts; at any rate he altogether failed to
improve his opportunity to capture the surrounded
Indeed, Private Miles Downey, in the
movement through the rebel lines, seized upon Capt.
Jones, one of the aides of Gen. Young, and brought
scratch."
him in a prisoner without receiving a
Maj. Beaumont, in his official report, says, " Great
credit is due to Lieut. Hughes and Company C, as
troopers.

upon Gen. Young's rear
doubtlessly saved us the day. We ascertained after
the fight, from the enemy's pickets, that Gen. Young
when Company C charged, sent word to Gen. Hamp

their gallant onslaught

ton that he had been surrounded and would probably
To Capts. Hart, Hobensack, and Hick,
be captured.
cannot give too much
commanding battalions,
praise.

I owe

to their gallant

I

the coolness and firmness of my men
example."

"Serjeant"

James T. "Clancy, Company C, killed
Gen. Danovin within ten yards of our lines, as he led
his brigade in the first assault, and no doubt his death
enemy."
assisted in a great measure to demoralize the
expedition
engaged
in the
to
The First Jersey was
Stony Creek Station, where a large amount of stores
were destroyed, and some prisoners, guns, and wagons
captured.
Soon after it moved with its division, the
Fifth Corps, and part of the Second Corps to destroy

the Weldon Railroad, upon which it was known the
enemy were receiving large supplies that were wag
Some two miles beyond Sussex
oned to Petersburg.
Court-House the extreme advance, commanded by

Capt. Hughes, of Company C, met with some resist •
ance, but drove the enemy until ordered to halt for
the night at Jarrett's. Near Hicksford the enemy
was posted in some force, with a battery in position
and strong works on both sides of the Meherrin River.
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A heavy fire being opened, Col. Janeway obtained
permission to dismount his command, and forming a
heavy skirmish line charged with a cheer and drove
the enemy in disorder out of the works.

Soon after

the work of destroying the railroad and other prop
" raids" of the war in
erty was commenced, and few
flicted greater damage on the enemy than this.
The
casualties in the regiment were comparatively small,
and only one officer was killed, Lieut. Joseph R.
Reed,1
whose loss was universally regretted.
On the morning of March 29th the First Jersey
broke camp near Petersburg,

and marched

forth

to

strike the last glorious blow at the Rebellion. That
night they occupied Dinwiddie Court-House. Per
forming minor service on the 31st, Maj. Robbins threw
up a breastwork of rails at the ford on Chamberlain's
Creek, where the rebels in heavy force attacked him
and were handsomely repulsed, with Gen. Ransom
among their killed. Finding the battalion could not
be driven from its position, which was an exceedingly
strong one, by a direct attack, a brigade was sent to the

right, another to the left, and with a third in front a
combined attack was made, and thus with both flanks
enveloped Robbins was forced to fall back.
The
whole line of cavalry was forced back and Maj. Hart
killed. Early the next morning the enemy were
driven back.
Lee had now evacuated his lines and
was pushing to the westward.
On the night of the
2d of April the First Jersey with its brigade moved
from Dinwiddie Court-House, crossed the Southside
Railroad, "and encamped on Wilson's plantation on
the Namogord

road, and the next morning, the 4th,
moved on a road running parallel to the one Lee was
near Jettersville.
on and bivouacked
retreating
Moving the next morning on Amelia Court-House,
where Lee and his army had gathered, a wagon-train
was captured, its guard of a brigade of cavalry and
a regiment of infantry being scattered in flight.
In
the charge the First Jersey captured five battle-flags.

Fighting and skirmishing, being themselves once
routed, the gallant Janeway was at last ordered to
support a charge. The charge failed.
Janeway at
the head of his regiment then charged to save the
routed troopers, and fell pierced by a bullet through
the head.

They bivouacked

at Jettersville that night, and
the next morning.
Gens.

moved out at ten o'clock

Merritt and Custer were heavily engaged at Sailor's
Through mistake the
Creek when they came up.
First charged, and were repulsed. Later the grandest
cavalry charge of the war was made, andEwell, with
In this charge
nearly all his corps, was captured.
Capt. Hughes, of Company C, was wounded.
On
the 7th the Second Brigade was entrapped into a
charge and routed.
The First Jersey moved to the
left of the road, and when the retreating troopers had
passed charged the enemy and stopped the rout.

'Of

Ellisdale.

In

Lieut. Lawrence Fay, of Company F, was
boys'
hearts
wounded. On the morning of the 9th the
were gladdened by the intelligence that the enemy
was headed off.
the roads could only be held un
til the infantry came up, Lee and his army would be
captured.
A part of the division of cavalry was en
this

If

gaged with the enemy, when orders came for the First
Jersey to find and engage the enemy's flank. Much
manoeuvring followed, and Capt. Beekman, with the
First Battalion, skirmished and made the last charge of
the First Jersey, driving the enemy in confusion from
their position.
Hardly had the charge ended when
orders were received for hostilities to cease.
The
last flag of truce was sent out through their brigade
lines, and Lieut. Darnstaedt, of Company I, received
a painful wound after the flag had passed.
It is
claimed that he was the last officer wounded in the
combined armies operating against Lee's forces.
The regiment soon after marched to Washington,
and May 26, 1865, Company F was mustered out.
On May 31st most of the regiment was mustered out
at Cloud's Mills, Va., and the balance at Vienna, Va.,
July 24th. In due time it proceeded to Trenton,

it was finally dissolved.
The total strength of the regiment was 3317, of
whom 16 officers and 282 men were killed or died in

where

the service, 22 officers and 298 men were discharged
on account of disability, 238 men were not accounted
for, and 76 enlisted men were promoted.
The regiment took part in the following engage
ments : Pohick Church, Va., Dec. 29, 1861 ; Pohick
Seddons'
Creek, Jan. 15, 1862;
Farm, May 1, 1862;
Gray's Farm, May 9, 1862; Rappahannock Station,

May,

June 1, 1862
Harrisonburg, June 6, 1862

1862 ; Strasburg,

2, 1862 ;

June
Keys, June

; Woodstock,
; Cross

8,1862; Madison Court-House, July 27, 1862; Barnett's
Ford, July 29, 1862 ; Barnett's Ford, Aug. 4, 1862; Bar
nett's Ford, Aug. 7, 1862 ; Cedar Mountain, Aug. 9,
1862 ; Rappahannock
Station, Aug. 18, 1862 ; Brandy

Station, Aug. 20, 1862 ; Rappahannock
Station, Aug.
20 and 21, 1862; Warrenton, Aug. 23, 1862; Water
loo Ford, Aug. 24, 1862; Snicker's Gap, Aug. 28,

1862; Bull Run, Aug. 29 and 30, 1862; Chantilly,
Sept. 1, 1862; Warrenton, Sept. 24, 1862; Aldie, Oct.
31, 1862; Port Conoway, Nov. 19, 1862; Fredericks
burg, Dec. 11-13, 1862; Rappahannock
Station,
April 7, 1863 ; Stoneman's raid, April 30, 1863 ;
Rap
pahannock Station and Kelly's Ford,
May 19, 1863 ;
Brandy Station, June 9, 1863; Aldie, June 17, 1863;
Middleburg, June 19, 1863; Upper ville, June 21,
1863; near Aldie, June 22,1863; Westminster, Md.,

June

30, 1863 ; Gettysburg,
Pa., July 2 and 3, 1863 ;
Emmittsburg, Md., July 4 and 6, 1863 ; Tettersburg,
Pa., July 7, 1863 ; Cavetown, Md., July 8, 1863 ;

Harper's Ferry, Va., July 14, 1863 ;
Shepherdstownj
Md., July 16, 1863; Berryville, Va., July 31, 1863;
Salem, Aug. 15, 1863; White Plains, Aug. 16, 1863;
Sulphur Springs and Brandy
Station,

Oct. 12^ 1863 ;
Bristoe Station, Oct. 14, 1863 ; near
Warrenton, Nov!
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12,

left Trenton eight hundred and ninety strong, Oct.

Nov.

1863, and proceeded to Washington.

1863; Mountain Run, Nov. 27, 1863; Mine Run,
27, 1863 ; Parker's Store, Nov. 29, 1863 ; Custer's
raid, Feb. 18, 1864 ; Ravenna River. Feb. 21, 1864 ;
Ely's Ford, May 3, 1864 ; Todd's Tavern, May 5 and 7,
1864; Sheridan's raid, May 9, 1864; Beaver Dam Sta
tion, May 10, 1864; Yellow Tavern and Ashland Sta
tion, May 11, 1864; fortifications of Richmond, May
12,1864; Church of the Messiah, May 21, 1864; North
Anna River, May 24, 1864 ; Hawes' Shop, May 28, 1864;
Emmons'
Church, May 29, 1864; Cold Harbor, June
Gaines'
Mills, June 2, 1864; Chickahominy
1, 1864;
River, June 2, 1864; Bottom's Bridge, June 4 and 5,

Pamunkey River, June 8, 1864; Trevillian
Station, June 12 and 14, 1864 ; White House, June
20 and 21, 1864; St. Mary's Church, June 24, 1864;

1864;

near Petersburg, June 29 to July 12, 1864; raid
through the Shenandoah, July, 1864; Deep Bottom,
July 28, 1864; Malvern Hill, July 28 to 30, 1864;

Deep Bottom, Aug. 14, 1864 ; Charles City Cross-Roads,
16 and 17, 1864; Ream's Station, Aug. 26, 1864;
Malvern Hill, Sept. 5, 1864 ; Charles City, Sept 11,
1864 ; Jerusalem Plank-Road, Sept. 17, 1864 ; Ream's

Aug.

Station, Sept. 29 and 30, 1864; Vaughn's Road, Oct.
1, 1864; Boydton Plank-Road, Oct. 6, 1864; Stony
Creek, Nov. 27, 1864 ; Bellefield Station, Dec. 9 and
1864; Dinwiddie Court-House, Feb. 6, 1865;
Hatcher's Run, Feb. 6 and 7, 1865 ; before Peters
burg, March 20, 1865 ; Dinwiddie Court-House, March
30, 1865 ; Five Forks and Chamberlain's Creek, March

10,

31, 1865;

Amelia Springs and Jettersville, April 5,
Creek, April 6, 1865; Farmville, April
1865 ; Appomattox Court-House (Lee's sur

1865; Sailor's
6 and 7,

render),

April

9, 1865.

The officers of the

regiment

from

Burlington

County were :
'

First Lieut. Richard Hamilton, sergeant Company
C; first lieutenant Company B; discharged April 25,

1865.

First Lieut. Cortland Inglin, corporal Company

F;

sergeant-major ; second lieutenant Company F ; first
lieutenant Company G.
First Lieut. Edward Gaskill, private Company E ;
quartermaster's sergeant ; first sergeant Company E ;
Company G ; first lieutenant Com

second lieutenant
pany E.

First Lieut. John D. Williams, corporal

re-enlisted Company A ; second lieutenant
B ; first lieutenant Company H.

; sergeant;

In

5J

camp near the
Long Bridge it received its horses and sabres. It served
until the close of the war in the Southwest.
From
the first to the last the regiment exhibited a cottrage

and discipline which justly ranked it among the best
of our cavalry, and its record, covering a field of pe

culiar hardship

and hard fighting, will shine with
lustre and glory in the annals of the brave long after
the men who fought in its ranks have gone down to
tlieir last sleep.
The total strength of the regiment was two thousand
nine hundred, officers and men, of whom two hundred
and thirty-four were killed or died in the service,
ninety-three
were discharged on account of disa
bility, one hundred and fifty-three were not acT
counted for, and thirty-two enlisted men were pro
moted.

The only officers in it from Burlington County were
Capt. Frank T. Adams, second lieutenant Company

M;

first lieutenant

Company

K;

captain Company

I;

not mustered.
Second Lieut. Lemuel Fisher, Company E.
In the Third Cavalry, the Thirty-sixth Regiment of
the line, there were but few men from Burlington
County.
It was mustered into service as the " First
Hussars,"
United States
a name, however, which was

In the field it soon obtained the
not long retained.
Butterfly,"
sobriquet of " The
from the yellow lining

It was commanded by
of the men's blue coats.
Col. A. J. Morrison ; left Trenton twelve hundred
strong, March 29, 1864, and marched through Phila
delphia and Wilmington to Perryville, Md., thence

entering Virginia, where it participated in the glor
rious battles of Grant, and was mustered out at the
close of the war.
The total strength of the regiment was 2234 officers
and men, of whom 145 were killed or died in the ser-.
vice, 83 were discharged on account of disability, 187
were not accounted for, and 24 enlisted men were
promoted.
The only officer of the regiment from Burlington
County was :

Maj. T. Malcolm Murphy, sergeant-major Second
Cavalry; captain to fill original vacancy; commis;
sioned major, but not mustered,

Company

Second Lieut. Aaron S. Robbins, Company F ; re
signed April 17, 1862.
Second Lieut. Joseph R. Reed, commissary-sergeant ;

CHAPTER IX.

re-enlisted ; first sergeant Company E ; second lieu
Died Dec. 10,
tenant Company G; not mustered.
1864, of wounds received in action at Bellefield Sta

EARLYOLD ROADS AND COURSES OP TRAVEL IN
DELAWARE—
COLO
THE
TIMES— STEAMBOATS ON
NIAL POST-OFFICES OF BURLINGTON COUNTY.

tion, Va.
In the Second Cavalry, the Thirty-second Regiment
of the line, there were a few men in Company E from
Burlington County.
The regiment was commanded

New Jersey, lying between the great sea-ports of
New York and Philadelphia, naturally became the

by Col. Joseph Karge, formerly of the First Cavalry;

great highway of communication, not only between
England
these early villages, but between the New

54

HISTORY OF BURLINGTON COUNTY,

Prior to the coming of the
colonies.
English, the Dutch communicated between their set
tlements at New Amsterdam and those on the Dela
" old
ware by an Indian trail. A portion of this
path"
Indian
can even now be traced with great
accuracy, and vestiges of the inhabitants of the forest,
their corn-mills, in bowlders, are still found upon it.
The late Hon. George Sykes, in a communication to
the author, says, —
and Southern

" The old Indian path from Burlington to Shrewsbury left the Old
York road on the farm now owned (1865)by William H. Black, ou the
north side of Black's Creek, a little easterlyfrom Mansfield Square, and
running easterlyalong the northerly sideof the creek,by the housenow
occupiedby W. H. Black, that on the farm late belonging to Chatlotte
Taylor, and the housenow occupiedby William Augustus Newbold (near
the crossingof the Old York road and the Bordentown and Reckless
town pike), followed the old lane or drift-way leading easterly from tho
last-namedhouse till it came to Recklesstown; then a little southerly
of tho present road and to the southward of the old house,lately pulled

NEW*

JERSEY.

As early as 1676 some general regulations were
adopted for the opening of roads. These roads were
only bridle-paths, and continued so for many years,
and as late as 1716, when an act of Assembly was
passed " for the further establishment of Fees and
Ferriages."

Provision was only made in* the rates
person."
allowed for "horse and man" and "single
In 1695 the inn-keepers of some of the towns in East
Jersey were taxed jointly to the sum of ten pounds
for five years, to prevent the road from "falling into
decay."
In 1684, Deputy Governor Gawen Laurie,
at the request of the proprietaries of East and West
Jersey, opened another road, leading from Burlington
to Perthtown (Perth Amboy), and also established a
The old road,
ferry from Amboy to New York.
however, appears to have been preferred by travelers,
as in 1698 Governor Basse was directed to bring the
matter before the Assembly, with the view of having
an act passed that would cause the public road to

down, on the farm late belonging to William Pypphir, deceased(Pep
pier), and running easterly, near the present road to the south of Wil
liam W.Bullock's bouse (near the junction of the Recklesstownand
pass through the port-town of Perth Amboy to Bur
•Ameytown road), continued an easterly coursea few rods to the north
of the mansionjustbuiltby the first Anthony Woodward,near the house lington.
Nothing, however, was done in'the matter,
on the farm late of John W. Cox, now of Woodward; thenceeasterly
as Basse was soon superseded by the reappointment
through the Ridgway farm, now Edward Howard's, and the farm now
of Col. Andrew Hamilton.
cccupied by Joseph Gardiner Abbott to Crosswicks Croek ; thence east
" In April, 1707, the Assembly, enumerating their
erly^)rough the homesteadfarm of the late James S. Lawrence,deceased,
to the dwelling-house opposite to the road to Fillmore; thence along
grievances to Lord Cornbury, complained that pat
the present old road from Judge Lawrence's to the blacksmith's shop,
granted to individuals to transport
easterlyfrom the Screaming Hill meeting-house, and so on, crossing ents had been
goods on the road from Burlington to Amboy for a
Thomas DeBow's saw-mill pond,to Freehold, and thence to Colt's Neck,
Shrewsbury,and Middletown. This road, then onlyabridle-path, prob
certain number of years, to the exclusion of others,
ably was the cause of Anthony Woodward's selecting this situation to
which was deemed not only contrary to the statute
Iniild upon it, being the only road or path through or indeed anywhere
premises."
respecting monopolies, but also 'destructive to that
near his

Much of New Jersey at this time was an unexplored
wilderness, or had only been traversed by the hunter
of the wild game that abounded, or the seekers after
A single road, or more prob
desirable tracts of land.
ably a bridle-path, afforded the only means of com
munication between the New York Bay and the Dela
ware River. In 1677, William Edmundson, traveling
southward from New York, says that in going from
Middleton to the Delaware (although with an Indian
guide), he was unable for a whole day to discover the
proper course, and was obliged to go back until his
guide could strike the Raritan. They then followed
" small landing from
its margin until they came to a
York," — probably.
Inman's Ferry, now New
New
Brunswick, — and thence wended their way along a
" We saw no
small path to Delaware Falls. He says,
way." '
tame animals in all the
This road was the only one opened by the Dutch.
It was connected with New York by water from Elizabethtown Point, and ran near to where New Bruns
wick now stands. From thence it ran in almost a
straight line to the Delaware above where Trenton
road."
now stands. This was called "the upper
Another, which branched off five or six miles from
the Raritan, and arrived at the Delaware by a more
circuitous route at the present Burlington, was called
" the lower road."2
1 Watson's Annals.

2 Collections of N.

J.

Hist. Soc, page 161.

have.'
freedom which trade and commerce ought to
The Governor, in his reply, gives us an insight into
After stating
the facilities afforded by this wagon.

the difficulties which had previously attended the
carriage of goods upon the road, he says, ' At pres
ent everybody is sure, once a fortnight, to have an
opportunity of sending any quantity of goods, great
or small, at reasonable rates, without being in danger
of imposition, and the settling of this wagon is so
far from being a grievance or a monopoly, that by
this means, and no other, a trade has been carried on
between Philadelphia, Burlington, Amboy, and New

York which

was never known before, and in all
probability never would have been.' As none of the
grievances suffered under Lord Cornbury's adminis
tration were removed until his recall in 1710, it is
probable this wagon continued to perform its journey
fortnight'
'
once a
till then, if no longer. Soon after,
however, the road seems to have been more open to
competition."

The following

copied from the
advertisement,
Philadelphia paper, of March,
Bradford's
1732-33, is probably the first inserted in regard to
passenger and merchandise transportation
on this
Mercury,

route :
" This is to give notice unto
Gentlemen Merchants Tradesmen Trav
ellers and others that Solomon Smith and James Moore of Burlington
kecpeth two Stage Waggons intending to go from Burlington
to Amboy
and from Amboy to Burliugtoh again Ouqe every Week orofft'or if thai
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there.

He states, however,

that

the passages

are

made in forty-eight hours less than by any other line.
This was probably the case, for the route was so well
patronized that in 1752 they carried passengers twice
'
a week instead of once, endeavoring
to use people in
manner,'
the best
keeping them, be it observed, from

way." 1
five to seven days on the

The success of this line seems to have led to an op
position.
In the Pennsylvania Gazette (in the Phila
delphia Library) of April 4, 1751, appears a long ad

vertisement over the names of Joseph Borden, Joseph
" Obryant," in which they
Richardson, and Daniel
"give notice to all persons that shall have occasion
to transport themselves, goods, wares, or merchandise
from Philadelphia to New York, or from the latter
place to the former, that" Joseph Borden has a

" stage-boat well fitted
up, and

permit

will

attend

Philadelphia"

at the

if

wind and weather
wharf in

crooked-billet

(end of the first alley above Chestnut
Street. Watson's Annals, vol. i. p. 464) "every Tues
day,"
Wednesday,"
and proceed "to Bordentown on
"
stage waggon with a
and on Thursday morning a

good arning, kept by Joseph Richardson," will proceed
" to John Clucks, opposite the city of Perth Amboy,
who keeps a house of good entertainment, and on
Friday morning a stage-boat well fitted and kept by

bryant"

Daniel

give her attendance
half moon tavern."

will proceed " to New York and
at the White Hall slip near the

(,)

It is also stated " if people be
days
and places tis believed they .
ready at the stage
pass
quickest
30 or 40 hours, the cheapest
the
may
is

and fastest way that has yet been made use of." A
"N.B."
added, stating that any passengers
lengthy

a

1

Barber's Hist. Col. of New Jersey, pp. 42-43. This was probably
New York City paper, as diligent search in tho papers
inserted in
in the Philadelphia Library failed to discover the original advertise
ment.

a

to be at the same
day and Tuesday, and his
place every Friday and Saturday, to proceed to Bor
" stage waggons" to Amboy.
dentown, and thence by
The following, part of the above advertisement, shows
there was considerable rivalry between the opposition
lines

*' As to the ownersof the Burlington stageboastingof their advantages
being superior to mine, shall not take the trouble to make reply too,
becausethe publick by this time the bestjudges of our stagesand their
advantages,only shall just note the last clauseof their advertisement,
that is, they say we are one tide more upon the water than they are,
which, in fact,
saying we are always two tides upon our passage.
Well done,brother adventurers, that is large one. All gentlemen and
ladies that please to favour me with their business,may dependupon
the utmost care and dispatch of their humble servant,
" Joseph Boeden."

This route was from White Hall Slip in New York
and through the Narrows to tavern at Amboy.
The
boats were large, well fitted, and comfortable, as the
outside passage was often rough.
" From 1765 to 1768 attempts were
made by the
Legislature to raise funds by lottery for shortening

and improving the great thoroughfares, but without
Governor Franklin, alluding to them in a
speech to the Assembly in 1768, states, that
even

success.

'

stage-wagon would be ready to proceed immediately to
Bordentown, where they would take another stageboat to Philadelphia, nothing being said (very
wisely) of the time when they might expect to arrive

Mercury, under date of Nov.
Joseph Borden advertises his stage-boat
to be at the same wharf in Philadelphia every Mon
" shallop"

a

Philadelphia,'
New York to
that he had a
well fitted for the purpose, which, wind
and weather permitting (that never-forgotten pro
viso), would leave New York every Wednesday for
the ferry at Amboy on Thursday, where, on Friday, a
from

' stage-boat'

the Philadelphia

1756,

a

October, 1750, a new line was established, the
owner of which resided at Perth Amboy. He in
formed all gentlemen and ladies ' who have occasion
to transport themselves, goods, wares, or merchandise

In

11,

is

" In

or

those which lie between the two principal trading
cities in North America are seldom passable without
danger or difficulty.'
Such being the condition of the

was a great improvement to have John Merroads,
machine,'
in 1772, leave Paulus Hook
serean's flying
times
a
reasonable expectation
week, with
three
a

and come to the

Sunday

I

wind and weather permit,

on

is

if
Old-slip.'

week,

to Bordentown

:

" About this time also a line ran
by the way of
New Brunswick, and in 1734 the first line via Borden
town waa.established, running from South River, the
proprietor of which would be at New York ' once a

or goods coming

Monday, " whose waggon hire shall amount to Six
teen shillings or upwards, shall upon first notice have
a waggon and transportation to" John Clucks.

' it

Business Presents. They have also a Very good Store House very Commodius for the Storing of any sort of Merchants Goods freo from any
Charge were Good care will be taken of all sorts of Goods."
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that passengers would arrive in Philadelphia in one
day and a half. This time, however, was probably
found too short, for two days were required by him in
1773-74."

All

the products of agriculture

and of the mines,
and nearly all the trade of the valley of the Delaware
and its tributary streams, before the commencement
of the present century, naturally came to Phila
delphia.
Durham boats, managed with poles, long
and narrow, drawing not more than two feet of
water, and carrying from five to six hundred bushels
of wheat, came down, mostly during the spring and
freshets, sometimes even from Navesink, on the New
York State line. From Trenton and below sail-boats
were used, and Philadelphia was the chief seaport of
To draw the produce and trade of the
the continent.
Delaware River to the waters of East Jersey and
NewYork turnpike roads were introduced, and since
March, 1801, authority was given to build over sixty
of these roads. Their construction was much aided
The first turnpike in
by the capital of that city.
Burlington County was chartered Nov. 24, 1808. It
ran from Burlington through Bordentown, to inter-
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sect the Trenton and New Brunswick pike.
second one built in this county was chartered

The
Feb.
16, 1816, and ran from Bordentown to South Amboy.
A number of other turnpikes have been built in va
rious part of the county, all of gravel, and the main
highways are generally in good condition, and during
the summer and fall may be traveled with pleasure.
Steamboats on the Delaware. —The waters of the
Delaware were first ruffled by a steamboat in 1788.
John Fitch, a watch- and clock-maker, was the pro
jector. Besides the disadvantage of being poor was
his great want of education, and a multitude of diffi
culties which he did not foresee occurred to render
abortive every effort of his persevering mind to con
struct a steamboat. He applied to Congress for assist
He then offered his invention
ance, without success.
to the Spanish government for the navigation of the
Mississippi, but they declined it. He at last formed
a company, and by the aid of its funds built his first
rude steamboat. Instead of wheels he used long pad
dles, working in frames at the side. Two long chains
of the same construction as in watches extended from
stem to stern, working the paddles.
The crude ideas
which he entertained, and the want of experience
with the very ordinary mechanic of those early days,
subjected poor but persevering Fitch to difficulties of
the most discouraging and humiliating character.
But at last his steamboat, undoubtedly the first ever
built in America, in July of that year made a suc
cessful trip from Philadelphia to Burlington, but as
she was rounding to at the wharf her boiler burst.1
She was, however, floated down to the city, where
after great difficulty a new boiler was procured, and
in October following she again steamed to Burling
" Annals," vol. ii. p. 446, says, "The
ton. Watson's
boat not only went to Burlington, but to Trenton, re
turning the same day, and moving at the rate of eight
In the summer of 1790 she again
miles an hour.
made several successful trips up the river for the last

The continued breaking of some part of the
machinery at last forced Fitch to abandon the great
coldly."
invention upon which the public looked so
Poor Fitch lived many years too soon to be successful,
but to him belonged the honor of building the first
time.

In John WoodV journal

we find entered :
steamboat with side paddle-wheels, built at
Bordentown by Samuel Morey and Burgess Allison,
navigated to Philadelphia and back."
The Rev.

"A

"
Lansing Burrows, A.M., in his History of the Bor
Church,"
in speaking of Mr. Alli
dentown Baptist
son, on page 2, says, "He certainly contributed much
to the invention of the steamboat, though his name
in that connection is now eclipsed by those of his
Fulton."
intimate friends, Fitch and
of Philadelphia, in
blacksmith
Oliver Evans, a
1804 built a large scow, with a steam-engine and ma
chinery for cleansing docks for the Board of Health

of that city. He mounted it on wheels, and by steam
propelled it through the streets of the city to the
Schuylkill. Launching it into the river, with a pad
in the stern, he steamed around to the
city.3
front of the
In 1808, John Stevens built the " Phoenix" at Hoboken, N. J., and Robert L. Stevens brought her
dle-wheel
Delaware

around by sea to

Philadelphia.4

In Mr. Wood's journal

we find a clipping from a

newspaper, the name and date of which unfortunately
" In the
was not noted. We copy from it as follows :
1812"
year
"a large steamboat, named the
(18095)
' Phoenix,'
commanded by Captain Degraw, was placed
on the river for the purpose of carrying the New York
passengers. She ran from Philadelphia to Borden
town, and the passage thence occupied three hours
when running with the tide, and five hours against it.
The boat had no wheel-house, and presented a very
singular appearance. Sometimes when in motion the
water would be thrown as high as her smoke-stack.
She was sent around from Hoboken by the elder Johu
Stevens, and Robert L. Stevens was her temporary
engineer.
She belonged to what was then called the

Line,'

'

Swiftsure
and attracted much interest.
Her
hour of departure was announced by the blowing of
a large tin horn, and hundreds of persons would crowd
the wharves to see her embark on her voyage.
Pas
sengers on this boat were landed in New York some
time during the following night if no accident oc
curred."

After the " Phoenix" the next steamboat that ran
" Philadelphia." It was
up the river was named the
put on by the Union Line, and was commanded
She ran from Philadelphia to
by Capt. Jenkins.
Bristol, and afterwards established a wharf three
miles above, called "Van Hart's." Passengers

American steamboat. Before Fitch's death he con
ceived the idea of the paddlerwheel and of the screw.
Of Fitch, Adjt.-Gen. Stryker, in "Trenton One Hun
Ago,"
" Under the same
dred Years
on page 7, says,
then a gunsmith
Fitch,
of
John
roof was the shop
He
and maker of buttons for the American army.
was at one time apprenticed to 'James Wilson, the
silversmith,'
and afterwards Wilson worked for Fitch

hence
took stages for New Brunswick, and to New York in
the "William Gibbons." For some unaccountable
reason this boat always went by the name of " Old

when he had a large order for repairing arms, and
employed, it is said, sixty men in business. Fitch's

probably from a grotesque-looking
head on the bow.

shop was burned by the British. He went to Penn
sylvania, and afterwards became the successful steam
boat inventor."
1 Watson's Annals of Philadelphia, vol. ii. p. 44&.

Sal,"

female figure

The next steamboat was the " Pennsylvania," and
2 See history of Bordentown.
8 Watson's Annals, vol. ii. p. 455.
* John Wood's, Sr., journal.
6 Watson's Annals, vol. ii. p. 449.
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THE COLONIAL POST-OFFICES
carried passengers for the "Citizens' Line."
The
engine of this boat was subsequently placed in the
" Old Lehigh."
Passengers by this line landed at

The Emerald,

"
"

"

"April anth, 1829.
'Philadelphia,' Capt.
"The new and splendid steamboat
Z. W. Kellum,
will leaveArch street wharf every day (Sunday excepted)at 6 o'clock
A.M. for Burlington, Biistol, White Hill, and Bordentown. Passengers
for New York lake Coach at Bordentown, 24 miles to Washington.
York,' Capt.
There take superior steamboat' Now
G. Jenkins, and arrive
in New York by Go'clock the same afternoon.
through
"Fare
$4.00.
"Passengers take coach at Bristol.
" N. B. For seatsapply at steamboatoffice,No. 8 Arch street,corner
of Front, or of the Captain on board of the Boat at Arch street Wharf,
Philada."

The following are the names of the steamboats that
ran between Bordentown and Philadelphia and Tren

ton and Philadelphia from 1810 to 1876 :

The Phoenix, 1810.
" New Jersey, 1812.
" Eagle, 1813.
" New Philadelphia, 1815.
" -Etna, 1824.
" Albemarl, 1824.
" Trenton, 1825.
" Burlington, 1826.
" Pennsylvania, 1826.
" Franklin, 1830.

Burlington"
The old "
rebuilt, and on the
passed
24th of March
the shops on her first trip as a
1869.

tow-boat.

The Colonial Post. — About the year 1694, Col.
John Hamilton, son of Governor Andrew Hamilton,

it

is

it,

devised a scheme by which the post-office was estab
lished.
He obtained a patent for
and afterwards
sold his right to the crown. The mails were carried on
probable some attempt was made
horseback, and

a

a

at regularity, and although the speed was somewhat
increased, but little regard was paid to it. In 1704,
in the month of May, New York paper says, " The
last storm put our Pennsylvania post
week behind,
and
not yet com'd in." In 1720 the post set out

from Philadelphia every Friday, left letters at Bur
lington and Perth Amboy, and arrived at New York
on Sunday night.
In 1754, Benjamin Franklin was
appointed superintendent of the colonial post-office.
System and punctuality was introduced and the ser
In October of that year
vice was much improved.
notice was given that until Christmas the post would
leave the two cities three times a week at eight o'clock
a.m., and arrive the next day about five o'clock p.m.
After Christmas, " being frequently delayed in cross
Bay,"
would leave only twice
week.
ing New York
permitted,"
In 1764, "if weather
the mails were to
leave every alternate day, and go through in less than
twenty-four

a

Citizens'1
Line for New York.

burnt.

it

" For Kew York at Go'clockA.M.

Jersey"
The steamboat " New
burnt.
The steamboat " Bordentown" left
1859, April 30.
the railroad wharf for New York.
The steamboat "John Potter"
1864, July 11th.
1859.

This was continued until the
stop to their regular transmission.
In 1791 there were only six post-offices in New Jer
sey, viz. Trenton, Princeton, New Brunswick, Bridge
and Newark.
town (Rahway), Elizabethtown,
Burlington County.1— The folhours.

Revolution put

a

rebuilt at Bordentown, and launched at 5.25 a.m. on
the 9th of August, 1865.
The next boat on the river
Stockton,"
was, the "Richard
now running between
South Amboy and New York.
The following advertisement, copied from a Phila
delphia paper, we. find in Mr. Wood's journal :

Wood, Sr.

steamboat exploded on the Delaware and
Raritan Canal, about the first lock, near Bordentown.

it

" Emerald."

The Dispatch Line was soon dis
posed of, and the Union and Citizens' with some of
the others afterwards became merged in the Camden
and Amboy Railroad Company.
Stevens,"
The next boat was the " John
built at
Hoboken in 1846, and destroyed by fire at White Hill
on the night of the 16th of July, 1855.
She was

the

John

A

1848.

:

the Dispatch Line, and the fare at one time was re
The boat on this end was named

duced to one dollar.

.

Delaware to my recollection.

Post-Offices of

We are indebted to the Hon. Edwin Salter, of New Jersey, now resid
ing in Washington, for notes on the post-offices,he having personally
searchedthe recordsof the departmeutto obtain the information. His
genealogical and historical articles, which have appeared in various
newspapersof the Statefor a seriesof years paBt,have renderedhis name
familiar to most Jerseymen.
1

a wonderful competition among these lines for several
years, when Capt. Whilldin and Cornelius Vanderbilt
started an opposition to them all. This was called

Stevens,

Edwin Forrest, 1845.
" Richard Stockton,
.
" Hornet,
.
" Nelly White, 1876.
" Pope Catlin, 1876.
These are all the steamboats that have run up the

on board the Philadelphia passengers,
Her place was supplied

This line then built a new boat and named it the
"Philadelphia,"
to beat the "Trenton."
There was

Congress, 1832.

" John

and several lives were lost.

" New York."
by one named
The Union Line then built the "New Philadel
phia,"
York,"
to compete with the " New
of the Citi
zens'
"
Trenton"
Line, and then the
came out to run
against the " Pennsylvania," of the Citizens' Line.

1830.

Swan, 1831.

is

1824, having

1830.

Marco Botzario,

"

Bordentown, and thence took coaches to Washington,
N. J., whence they were conveyed to New York on
" iEtna," Capt. Robinson. The " iEtna"
the steamer
exploded her boiler in New York harbor in May,
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lowing is a complete list of all the post-offices that were
ever established in the county :
Arnrytovm.—Established April 24,1827; discontinuedFeb. 8, 1871. John
Darby, the shoemaker and grave-digger of the village, was the
postmasterduring the forty-four years of its existence.
Atsion.—Originally establishedin January, 1798. In 1815it wasdiscon
by"
tinued, and an office established"near
at Sooy's Inn, possibly
Nicholas Sooy's, at or not far from Green Bank. Atsion was re
establishedJune 13,1832. The name was changed June 4, 1SG6,to
Frnitland, and, with better taste,back again to Atsion Aug. 21,
1871.
Bass River.—Established May 8, 1840. Nov. 6, 1841, the name was
changed to Bass River Hotel, and Aug. G,1850,it was changed to
New Gretna.
Beverly.—EstablishedJan. 4,1849,andCharles C. McElroy wasappointed
postmaster.
Birmingham.—EstablishedFeb. 11,18G8.
Bordentown.—
Established Jan. 1, 1801,with William Norcross as post
master.
Bridgebormigh.—
Established Feb. 8, 1849.
B-own's Mills.— Established Aug. 28, 1850. Byron Woodward was its
first postmaster.
Budd Town.—Established June 1, 1808.
Burling'on.—Established April 1, 1798,ThomaB Douglass, postmaster;
July 1,1798,Thompson Neal ; in 1805,Stephen C. Ustick ; and in
1818,George Allen were appointedpostmasters.
Bustleton.—
Established April 11,1882.
— Established Jan. 29,1803; discontinuedJune 4, 1806; named
Chetwood.
after Mr. Frank Chetwood,of Elizabeth, a prominent man in build
ing the Now Jersey Southern Railroad.
Cinnaviinson.—
Established April 22, 1836,Abm. Lippincott, postmaster.
SamuelAllison gave the meaning of this word to be " tangledroots."
One or two other definitions have been given. Mr.Salter, however,
establishedthe fact someyears ago,in an article in the Mount Holly
Mirror, that the first two syllables give the Indian name for stone.
Co/umous.—
Eslablished Dec.14, 1827,with John W. Wright as post
master.
— Established Jan. 24,1851.
Cookstown
Crosswicks.—
EstablishedMarch 25,1823. Nathan Satterthwaite wasthe
first postmaster.
Deldnco—Established Oct. 5, 1857; discontinued Ang. 29,18G0; re-estab
lished Dec.14,1801.
EdgewalerPark.— Established Sept. 28,1881.
Evesham.—
Established April 1,1808,with Henry Bennett as postmaster;
name changed toMarlton, 1S45.
FrUmvship.—
Established Jan. 13,1849.
Fieldsborongh—Established Feb. 3,1880.

Florence.—Established April 6, 1854.
Georgetown.—
Established July 12,1847. Many years ago a man settled
here, and after expending more moneythan he was worth in build
ing a fino brick housewas forced to mortgage the property. The
village in consequencewas called " Foolstown." When the postofficewas establishedthe nameof Georgetown was selectedin com
pliment to the Hon. George Sykes.
Green Bank.—Established May 8, 1810; discontinued; reestablished
"
Nov. 22,1802. The name of this post-officewas formerly Sooy's
Inn."
Hainesport.—Established Feb. 2, 1853; discontinued in 1856; re-estab
lished March 20, 1862; discontinuedNov. 8, 1871,and re-CBtablished
Dec. 28,1876.
Hanover Mills— Established April 20,1871; discontinued Oct. 23,1874.
Harrisvill'.— Established March 24, 1856. Richard C. Harris was the
McCartyBfirst postmaster. The name of this village formerly was
ville. McCarty, a once noted merchant of Philadelphia, owned the
mills situated there. The name of the place changed with the
namesof the proprietors.
Hartford— Established Jan. 24,1868.
Indian Mills.— Established Aug. 2, 18G1; discontinued March 11,1862;
re-eBtablishedSept. 7, 1877.
Jacksonville.—Established June 12,1829.
Jacobstown—Established May 11,1849.
Jobstown.—Established March 15, 1817. John Horner was the first
postmaster.
Juliustown.—Established March 9, 1812; John Fennimore, first post
master.
Kinkora — Established Feb. 10,1873.

Lebanon Glass-Works.—
Established Nov. 19, 1862; discontinued Feb. 22,
1867.
Lewislown.—Established Feb. 29,1872.
Long Beach.—Established June 28,18G1; discontinued April 20, 1863;
re-establishedJuly G,1874.
Lower Bank.—Established Sept. 19,1854.
— Established Aug. 3, 1848.
Lumberton.
Marlton.—Established Aug. 6, 1845; Samuel Swain, postmaster. See
Evesham.
Nasonville.—Established Jan. 24,1808.
Medford.—Established May 2, 1820; Shinn Oliphant the first post
master.
Moorestown—
Eslablished July 1, 1802; Isaac Wilkins, first postmaster.
Mount Holly.—Established Jan. 1, 1801;Stephen C. Ustick the first post
master.
Mount Laurel.—Established Jan. 13,1849.
New Gretna,formerly Bass River.— Established Aug. G,1850.
.Not Lisbon.—Established Feb. 1, 1834,with Eayre Oliphant as postmas
ter; discontinued April 8, 1S36; re-establishedDec. 20, 1851.
New Mills, now Pemberton.—Established Jan. 1, 1801,with William
Kempton as postmaster; name changed in 1827.
Palmyra.— Established Aug. 4, 1851.
Parry.— Established Aug. 12,1880.
Pemberton,formerly New Mills; name changed March 10,1827.
Pointville— Established Dec. 3, 1857.
Progress.— Established Dec. 22, 1854; name cluing id to Riverside in
1867.
Rancocas.—Established May 1,1838. A post-office called Ancocas was
establishedJan. 21,183G,and discontinuedJune 23,1836.
Recklesstown.—
Established Feb. 20,1830,with James Wonderly as post
master.
Red Lion.— Established Sept. 7, 1877.
Riverside,formerly Progress.— Established Nov. 15,1SG7.
Shamovg.—
Established Oct. 16, 184'J; discontinued Jan. 22,1856; re-es
tablished Feb. 16,1863.
Sykemille,formerly Plattsburgh — Established Dec. 3, 1857;discontinued
Oct. 26, 1874; re-establishedDec. 1, 1874. Named after the Hou.
GeorgeSykes, lately deceased.
Smithville.—Established Dec. 7, 18G0. Named after the Hon. H. Smith.
Tabernacle.—
Established Sept. 7, 1877.
— Established Jan. 1, 1798,with Reuben Tucker as postmaster.
Tuckerton.
Vincenlown—Established April 20,1824; Mahlon Sleeper, postmaster.
Wading Bluer.—Established Feb. 8, 18.38.
— EstablishedMay 23,1867; discontinuedand re established
Woodmansie.
in 1872.
— Established Feb. 3, 1824,SanvuelBrown being the first
Wrigliistown.
postmaster.

Contrary to the general supposition, Tuckerton was
the first post-office established in Burlington County.

Atsion was established at the same time.

It

was on

the route from Philadelphia to Tuckerton, and was
then a place of much business.
The office at both
these towns owe their origin to the energy and enter
prise of Judge Ebenezer Tucker,1 from whom Tucker
ton was named.

CHAPTER
CANALS

AND

X.

RAILROADS.

" In

Beecher's Magazine for January, 1872, Judge
Lucius Q. C. Elmer published an article entitled
Bonaparte.'
'
General Bernard and Joseph
In De
cember, 1823, an act was passed by the Legislature of
1 The judge was born in 1758,was a soldier of the Revolutionary war,
and participated in the battle of Long Island. He held numerous im
portant positions,was a member of the Congress of the United States
from 1825to 1829,and died Sept. 5, 1845.
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New Jersey appointing Lucius Q. C. Elmer, Peter
Kean, and George Holcombe commissioners for the
purpose of ascertaining the practicability and ex
pediency of a canal to unite the tide-waters of the
Delaware and Raritan Rivers. There was at that
time a board of engineers, organized by virtue of a
special act of Congress as aboard of internal improve
ments. This board came into New Jersey, and in
conjunction with the State board made a hasty ex
amination of the route previously surveyed, in 1816,
by a State commission under John Randel, Jr., Esq.
The final result of this examination was that the
plan of making the canal a State or national work
was abandoned, and in 1830 the Delaware and Rar
itan Canal Company was incorporated, who, mainly
through the energy of Commodore Stockton, con
structed the existing work.
The board of United
Bernard,1
States engineers consisted of Gen. Simon
appointed
Joseph
at its head, Lieut.-Col.
G.
specially
Totlen, of the Engineer Corps, and John L. Sullivan,
of Boston, a civil engineer."2
The Camden and Amboy Railroad and Trans
portation Company was incorporated by an act of
the Legislature dated Feb. 4, 1830.
The capital
stock was one million of dollars, with the privilege of
increasing it to five hundred thousand dollars, divided
into shares of one hundred dollars each. The road
was to run from Camden on the Delaware to some
point on the Raritan Bay, the bed to be not more
than one hundred feet wide, with as many sets of
tracks as necessary; reserving to the State the right
to subscribe one-fourth or less of the capital stock by
the 1st of the ensuing January, which right was not
exercised; limiting the charges to not more than eight
cents per ton per mile for transportation of freight,
and ten cents per mile for carrying each passenger ;
that the company should pay a transit duty to the
State often cents for each passenger, and fifteen cents
for each ton of merchandise in lieu of all other taxes.
Suitable steam or other vessels were required to be
provided at either terminus of the road to make con
nection with the cities of Philadelphia and New York.
1 Gen.Bernard wasa distinguished engineer in the army of Napoleon,
having the brevetrank of lieutenant-general as one of his aides,in which
capacity be acted at the battle of "Waterloo. Upon the downfall of the
emperorlie came to the United States,about the year 1816. He was tho
first and until the late war the only foreign officer admitted to the mil
itary Ben-iceof the United Statesafter the Revolutionary war. During
the twelve or fifteen years that he remained at the head of our corpsof
engineers he planned a system of fortifications for the general defense
of the coast. Soon after Louis Philippe becomeking he returned to
France, was appointedan aide to tho lung, and in 1830was placed in the
cabinet as Secretaryof War. He died in 1839,and his deathwas, by
general order of our War Department,announcedto the army and people
in terms of highest commendationand respect.
Among the altacMs to the board was Capt. Poussin, also from France,
then holding the rank of captain United StnteBtopographicalengineers.
He returned to France with Bernard, and upon the overthrow of Louis
Philippe, in 1848,was Bent by the provisional government as minister
to tho United States. Having the misfortune to displeaseMr. Clayton,
our Secretary of State, he was dismissedor withdrawn.
Bonaparte's Park and the Muratfl, E. M. Woodward, pp. 74-76.
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The road was to be commenced within two and com
pleted within nine years. The State reserved the
right to purchase the road at and after the expira
tion of thirty years, at a valuation to be made accord
ing to law. It was also stipulated that if the Legis
lature shall authorize the construction of any other
railroad for the transportation of passengers across the
State from New York to Philadelphia, which road
shall be constructed and used, and which shall com
mence and terminate within three miles of the terminals
of the road authorized by this act, then the transit du

ties shall cease, and such other railroad shall be liable
to a tax not less than the amount payable to the State
by this company.

By an act passed Feb. 4, 1831, it was further stipu
lated that the company should transfer to the State
one thousand shares of the capital stock, the install
ments on which shall be paid by the company, the
State to appoint one director; but providing that

New York and
and used, then the
dividends shall be no longer payable to the State, and
the said stock shall be retransferred to the company.
when

any other

Philadelphia shall

railroad

between

be constructed

In consideration of which it was stipulated that it
should not be lawful to construct any other railroad
across the State within three miles of the road of the
company until after the time limited for the comple
tion of said railroad, nine years from Feb. 4, 1830.

The Camden and Amboy Railroad and the Dela
ware and Raritan Canal Companies (both companies
incorporated the same day and with provisions very
similar) were consolidated by an act passed Feb. 15,
the road and
1831, for the purpose of completing
canal, subject to the provisions, reservations, and con
ditions of their respective charters, the directors ap
pointed under which were empowered to manage the

affairs of the company in joint meeting; and the
companies were jointly liable for contracts made by
either, and were prohibited from charging more than
three dollars for passengers from and to Philadelphia
and New York.
This act provided further that the
railroad and canal should be completed within the
specified time, and if one of the works be completed
at the specified time without the other, the work com
pleted shall be forfeited to the State.

By an act of March 2, 1832, one thousand shares
of the joint capital stock were transferred to the
State, and the companies contract that if within one
year from the time that the railroad from Borden
town to Amboy is completed the transit duty re
served by the acts incorporating such companies and
the dividends on the stock so transferred shall not
amount to thirty thousand dollars, the companies
shall pay the deficiency to the State, and so annually
during the charter ; and the State may appoint one
director to represent the stock. The joint companies
also covenant to construct a lateral railroad from
Spottswood to New Brunswick as soon as any railroad
shall be built from Brunswick to the Hudson River,
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and not to charge more than two dollars

and fifty
cents fare between New Brunswick and Philadelphia.

The condition of these grants, however, is that it
shall not be lawful at any time during the railroad
charter to construct any other railroad in the State
which shall be intended or used to compete in busi
ness with the Camden and Amboy Railroad between
New York and Philadelphia without the consent of

ORIGINAL DIMENSIONS.
Cj linders 9 inches diameter,20 inches stroke.
One pair driving wheels,4 feet Ginches dinmeter.
One pair wheels 4 feet 6 inches diameter, not
connected.
Hubs of wheels of cast iron.
Spokes and rim of wheels of wood.
Tires of wrought iron.
Weight about 10 tonB."

the companies.
early legislators of New
feasibility of railroads and canals
that the following proviso was thoughtfully inserted
So doubtful

Jersey

were the

as to the

in both charters : "That in case the said company,
after the same is completed, shall abandon the said
road, or cease to use and keep in repairs at any time

On arrival at Bordentown it was transferred from
the sloop on which it had been brought from Phila
delphia, by means of wagons, to the only piece of
permanent track of the Camden and Amboy Railroad
Company then completed, about three-quarters of a

for three successive years, that then this charter shall
be annulled, and the title to the lands over which the
said road shall pass shall be revested in the persons

mile in length, and about one mile distant from Bor
dentown.
The machinery was there put together,
and a tender constructed from a whiskey hogshead
placed on a small four-wheeled platform-car,
whicii

from whom the lands were taken, their heirs and as
signs ; Provided always,
the State shall take pos
session of said road, that road, and the title to the

had been used by the contractor in the construction
of the road. The connection between the pump of
the locomotive and the tank was made by means of a

If

lands shall be vested in the State so long as they shall
the same."

maintain

Jersey," published
"Gordon's Gazetteer of New
in
January, 1834, on page 20, says, "The united com
panies have completed one track of railroad from a
point below Bordentown" (White Hill), " on the Dela
ware River, to South Amboy, passing through, or
rather over Hights Town and by Spottswood, a dis
tance of thirty-five miles, at no expense, it is said, of
more than eighteen thousand dollars the mile. Upon
this road passengers and merchandise have been car
ried since February, 1833.
It is constructed in a
very substantial manner of cast-iron rails, supported
upon blocks of stone or wooden sleepers, placed three
feet distant from each other in the line.
Until Sep
tember, 1833, the carriages were commonly drawn
by horses. At that time steam locomotives were
applied to one of the three daily lines which traverse
it.

"The remainder of the road from Bordentown to
Oamden is in progress, and is being constructed of
wood faced with iron bars, it being supposed that it
will not be employed more than two or three months
in the year, and will therefore
strength of the portion between

not

require

Bordentown

the
and

New York."
Bull,"
The engine referred to was the "John
which
was at the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia in
1876.
The following is a copy of the card attached
to her:
" THE LOCOMOTIVE

JOHN BULL,

built by Messrs. Georgeand Robert Stephenson,
at Newcastle-upon-Tyne,England,
Mir Camden& Amboy Railroad and Transpor
tation Company,
in the year 1831.
Arrived at Philadelphia, Penn'a, August, 1831,
Transferred to Bordentown, N. J., Sept. 4th,
1831,

leather hose fitted up by a shoemaker in Bordentown.
The locomotive was first put in steam September 15th,

trips were made, before the first
public trial on the 12th day of November, 1831, Isaac
Dripps acting as engineer, Benjamin Higgins as fire
and several trial

man, and R. L. Stevens as general instructor and con
ductor. The members of the New Jersey Legislature
and a number of other prominent persons were among
the guests present.

The "John Bull" remained at Bordentown until
the year 1833, when the Camden and Amboy Railroad
Company began running their cars by steam-power,
the road having been previously operated with horses.
It was then placed on the road, doing the regular
routine service, and continued in successful operation

until 1866.
By an act approved March 27, 1873, the lease and
contract dated June 30, 1871, " between the Delaware
and Raritan Canal Company, the Camden and Amboy
Railroad and Transportation Company, and the New
Jersey Railroad and Transportation
Company, now
merged into and known as ' The United New Jersey
Company,'
Railroad and Canal
which companies, to
gether with the Philadelphia and Trenton Railroad
Company, are the lessors, and the Pennsylvania Rail
road Company, which is lessee, be and the same is
validated, ratified, and confirmed ;

Provided,"

etc.

The Burlington and Mount Holly Railroad and

Transportation Company was incorporated by an
act of the Legislature dated Feb. 11, 1848.
The
capital stock was one hundred thousand
dollars, with
liberty to increase it to one hundred and fifty thou
sand dollars, divided into shares of twenty-five dol
lars each. The road was to run from the city of
Burlington to the town of Mount Holly, the bed to
be not more than seventy-five feet wide, and its con
struction to commence within two years, and to be
completed and in use within five years from
the 4th
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day of July next ensuing.
The charge for trans
portation of passengers was limited to not more than
five cents per mile each, and for merchandise not

more than ten cents per mile per ton if carried in the
" carriages" of said company. The road was declared
and free for the passage of any
a public highway,
railroad-carriage

thereon with passengers or prop
upon
payment
of a 'toll of three cents per
the
erty
mile for each passenger, and three cents per ton per
mile for all property, and three cents per mile for

The State reserved the right to
each empty carriage.
purchase said road after the expiration of thirty-five
years, upon the appraised value, the said valuation
not to exceed the first cost of said road, with the ap
pendages thereof.

As soon as completed the company was required to
file in the office of the Secretary of State a statement
of the cost of the road, and when the net proceeds
amounted to six per centum per annum upon its costs,
to pay to the State a tax of one-half of one per
Sec. 18
centum on the cost of said road annually.
provided that no part of the capital stock or money
shall be used for banking.
Company.—
The Burlington County Railroad
By a supplementary act dated March 20, 1857, the
name of the Burlington and Mount Holly Railroad
and Transportation
Company was changed to the
above title, and the company was authorized to con
struct an extension of their road from Mount Holly
to Pemberton, in said county, and to New Egypt, in
Ocean County.
The capital stock was increased to
one hundred thousand

dollars.

The Mount Holly and Camden Railroad Com
pany was incorporated by an act dated March 4, 1836,
but became void on expiration of time limited for
completion of road. Another charter was granted by
The capital
the Legislature, approved Feb. 11, 1848.
stock was one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, di
vided into shares of fifty dollars each. The road was
" to pass on a line, as
to run from Mount Holly, and
direct as the nature of the country will admit, through
or near the village of Moorestown, to some point on
Camden,"

River within the limits of
the bed not to be mOre than sixty-six feet wide, with
as many sets of tracks or rails as they may deem
necessary, and to be completed in five years from the
The charge for transpor
4th of July next ensuing.
passengers
limited
was
to not more than five
tation of
cents per mile for each, and to ten cents per ton per
The road was de
mile for every species of property.
clared a public highway, and free for the passage
of any railroad-carriage thereon with passengers or
property upon the payment of a toll of three cents
the Delaware

per mile for each passenger, and three cents per ton
per mile for all property, and three cents per mile for
The State imposed the same
each empty carriage.

tax on this road as was exacted of the former roads
chartered.

The

Camden,

Moorestown,

Hainesport

and
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Mount Holly Horse-Car Railroad Company was
incorporated
by an act of the Legislature dated
March 15, 1859. The capital stock was one hundred
thousand dollars, with privilege to increase the same
to three hundred
thousand dollars, divided into
shares of twenty-five dollars each. The road to run
from some point easterly of Eighth Street in Cam
den, through the villages of Moorestown and Haines
port, to Mount Holly, and road-bed not to be more
than fifty feet wide. The road was to be completed
in five years from the 4th day of July next ensuing.
Although this road was styled a " Horse-Car" rail
road, the company was empowered by its charter to
purchase all the necessary engines, cars, etc., and
was built and run as a steam road. The State im
posed the same tax on this road as was exacted of
the other roads.

The Camden and Burlington

County Railroad

Company. — By an act passed Feb. 6, 1866, the
Burlington County and the Camden, Moorestown,
Hainesport and Mount Holly Horse-Car Railroad
Companies were authorized to consolidate under the

The capital stock was three hundred
thousand dollars, with the privilege of increasing the
same to five hundred thousand dollars, divided into
shares of twenty-five dollars each. The consolidated
above name.

company was authorized to connect with the Camden
and Amboy Railroad Company before reaching Cam
den, and to run their cars, and trains upon the same
upon such terms as may be agreed upon by the two

Full right

companies.

use steam upon the road.
the usual tax.

and authority was given to
The State reserved to itself

The Vincentown Branch of the Burlington
County Railroad was incorporated by an act dated
March 15, 1861. The capital stock was fifty thousand
dollars, to be divided into shares of twenty-five dol
lars each. The road was to run from a point in the
Burlington County Railroad at or near Charles
Ewen's house to Vincentown, with the privilege of
building branches to any of the marl beds in the
vicinity, said branches not to exceed two miles in
length, the road not to exceed sixty-six feet in width,
and the branches not to exceed fifty feet.
The road
was to be commenced within five years, and com
pleted within ten years from the 4th of July next
ensuing.
portation

It

was empowered to demand for the trans

of passengers and merchandise

not more
than five cents per mile for each passenger, and ten
cents per ton per mile for each ton of heavy mer
chandise, etc., but for dry-goods, packages, and ex
press freight the said company was allowed to charge
such reasonable rates as they shall deem proper.
By a supplementary act approved March 6, 1863,
this road was authorized to consolidate with the Bur
lington County Railroad Company, under the name
and title of the last-named road. The State reserved
to itself the usual tax when the net proceeds shall
amount to seven per cent, (the then legal interest of
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the State) per annum on its cost of construction.
It
was also provided that the Governor, the attorneygeneral, the chancellor, the justices of the Supreme
Court, and the judges of the Court of Errors, and
superintendent of public schools of the State, while
traveling for the purpose of discharging the duties of

their office, and members and officers of both houses
of the Legislature during their sessions shall ride
free on said road.

The Pemberton and Hightstown Railroad Com
pany was incorporated by an act of the Legislature
dated March 24, 1864.
The capital stock was five
hundred thousand dollars, with liberty to increase it
dollars,1
to one million
divided into shares of fifty
dollars each. The road was to run from the borough
of Pemberton, Burlington Co., to Hightstown, in
Mercer County, connecting at Pemberton with the
terminus of the Burlington County Railroad, and at
Hightstown with the Camden and Amboy Railroad,
passing en route the villages of Wrightstown, Cookstown, New Egypt, Hornerstown, Fillmore, Imlaystown.
The road-bed was not to exceed one hundred feet in
width, and its construction to commence within three
years, and to be completed within six years from the 4th
day of July next ensuing; the charge for each pas
senger not to exceed four cents per mile, for freight
not to exceed eight cents per ton per mile. The State
reserved to itself the usual tax, as soon as the road or
any part thereof shall be in operation, on the cap
ital stock of said road, without the usual proviso in
regard to the net proceeds amounting to six per centum
per annum upon its cost of construction.
The same
State officers as were named in the charter of the
Vincentown road were allowed to ride free on this
road.

The Mount Holly, Lumberton and Medford
Railroad Company was incorporated by an act dated
April 2, 1866. The capital stock was one hundred
and fifty thousand dollars, with liberty to increase
the same to two hundred and fifty thousand dollars,
divided into shares of fifty dollars each. The road
was to run from Mount

Holly

to the village of Med

ford, passing through Lumberton, and not to exceed
in width one hundred feet. Its construction was
to commence within five years, and to be completed
within ten years from the 4th day of July next en
suing.
The charge for transportation was limited
to not more than four cents per mile for passengers,
or more than ten cents per ton per mile for any de
scription of property.
The usual tax on the cost,
equipment, and appendages of said road was pro

vided for, as also the right of the State, after the ex
piration of thirty-five years from completion, to take
possession of the road upon appraisement, etc.

The Columbus, Kinkora and Springfield Rail
road Company was incorporated by an. act of the
1 The large amount of the capital Block for so short a road was caused
by the depreciation of the legal tender notes,a natural result of tho
Rebellion.

Legislature dated April 2, 1866. The capital stock
was fifty thousand dollars, with liberty to increase it
to one hundred thousand dollars, divided into shares
of twenty-five dollars each. The road was to be laid

" on the old bed of
'
the Delaware and Atlantic Rail
Company,'
road
in the county of Burlington, begin
ning at low-water mark in the river Delaware at the
mouth of Craft's Creek or its vicinity ; thence run
ning on the old bed or course of the said Delaware
and Atlantic Railroad Company to the village of
with the privilege of extending the
Columbus,
same to the intersection of the public road leading
from said village

of Columbus

to Vincentown.

The

road-bed was to be not more than sixty-six feet wide,
and the construction to be commenced within three
years and completed in six years from the 4th of July
next ensuing.
The charge for transportation of pas

sengers was limited to not more than five cents per
mile each, and for every species of property to not
The usual
more than eight cents per ton per mile.

tax was imposed, and riding free of certain State
officers provided for.

The Long Branch and Seashore Railroad Com
pany was incorporated by an act of the Legislature
approved March 20, 1863.
The capital stock was
three hundred thousand dollars, with liberty to in
crease

it

to eight hundred thousand dollars, divided

into shares of one hundred dollars each. The road
was to run from " a point on Sandy Hook, in the
county of Monmouth, at or near the Horse-shoe run
ning through Long Branch ; thence through or near
Squan village to a point on Tom's River, at or near
Tom's River village, in the county of Ocean ; thence
to Tuckerton, in the county of Burlington. The land
taken for said road not to exceed one hundred "feet
in width, and its construction to commence within
three years, and to be completed within seven years
from the 4th day of July next ensuing.
The charge
for transportation of passengers was limited to not
more than three cents per mile each, and for all de
scription of property not more than six cents per mile

per ton.

By a supplementary act, dated Feb. 16, 1870, said
road and the "New Jersey Southern Railroad Com
pany"
were authorized, by and with the consent of
two-thirds of the stockholders of said companies, to
consolidate.
The said railroads to be united by a
branch or branches of either road at or near the
village of Long Branch.
This road ran to Pember
ton, and in 1878 the mortgage was foreclosed, and
Isaac S. Buckelew,

Esq., the present superintendent

of the Amboy Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company, was appointed receiver.
He sold it in
May, 1879, after which it was reorganized as the
Pemberton

and Seashore

Road,

and

leased to the

United Railroads of New Jersey. The usual tax,
" when
the net proceeds shall amount to seven per
centum

per annum

on its

cost,"

was provided for,
the State reserving the right to take possession of the
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road after thirty-five years upon the payment of the
appraised value of the same, and certain State officers
to be allowed to ride free.

The Pemberton and Hightstown road was leased
to " the United New Jersey Railroad and Canal Com
pany"
at an annual rental of six per centum upon the
capital stock and seven per centum upon the com
pany's bonds, payable semi-annually.
The Columbus, Kinkora and Springfield road was
leased to the same company at a rental of thirty per
cent, of the gross receipts.

The Camden and Burlington County, the Mount
Holly, Lumberton and Medford, the Vincentown
Branch of the Burlington County Railroads were all
leased to the United New Jersey Railroad and
Canal Company at an annual rental of six per cent.
The United New Jersey Railroad and Canal Com
pany was leased to the Pennsylvania Railroad Com
pany at an annual rental of ten per centum upon the
capital stock and interest on its bonds free of all
taxes.

All the above enumerated roads are operated by
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, as lessees of the
United New Jersey Railroad and Canal Company.
The Pemberton and Seashore Railroad is operated
by the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, at an an
nual rental of net receipts in excess of operating ex
penses.

From the thirty-third annual report of the Penn
Railroad Company, for the year 1880, we
learn that the loss to that company in operating the
sylvania

following roads for the year 1879 was as follows :
New York Division (Trenton and New York) and the Am
boy Division (Camdenand Amboy)
Pembertonand Hightstown
Vincentown Branch
Columbus,Kinkora and Springfield
¦ Mount Holly, Liiniborton and Medfuru
,Delawareand Raritan Canals
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reservations of surveys in old Salem County, his
twenty-two whole shares of propriety in West Jersey,
and two hundred thousand acres contiguous to West

Jersey, two shares of propriety in East Jersey, three
whole shares in Merrimac, New England, ten thou
sand acres in Pennsylvania, town lots at Perth Amboy,
Gloucester, and Egg Harbor, and his dwelling-house
Burlington.1
and pottery-house, with all the tools, in
Isaac Collins and the New Jersey Gazette.
— To counteract in some measure the influence of
Rivington's Gazette, the organ of the British party in
New York, which was very bitter in its denunciations
of Governor Livingston, of New Jersey, a paper was
commenced in December, 1780. printed by Isaac Col
lins, sometimes at Trenton and sometimes at Burling
This paper was
ton, called the New Jersey Gazette.
continued mostly through the war, and was essentially
aided by the Governor, who contributed many articles
which attracted much attention, and were of important
service to the cause. Some of them were afterwards
reprinted by Carey in his American Museum. Collins
was a man of great prominence in the colony.
He
was appointed colonial printer in 1770.

Elias Boudinot.— Elias Boudinot, of Huguenot
descent, was born in Philadelphia, May 2, 1740.
He
studied law and became eminent in that profession.
At an early period of the Revolution he was ap
pointed commissary-general of prisoners.
He was a
distinguished member of Congress during and after
the Revolutionary war, and in 1782 was made presi
dent of that body. After the adoption of the Con

he was elected a member of Congress from
Pennsylvania, where he continued from 1789 to 1795.
£743,749.14
44,156.48 He then succeeded the celebrated David Rittenhouse
2,390,'JO as director of the United
States Mint, which office
3,520
stitution

25
1:1.992.23 he held but a few years, resigning and removing to
^90,237.99
Burlington. He was possessed of an ample fortune,
$1,098,055.99

made munificent donations to various charitable and
theological institutions.
He was well known to the
religious community as the first president of the
Sl,096,930!52
Leaving a net Iosb of
American Bible Society, which he made a particular
his'
bounty.
Yet such is the enormous transportation on the object of
He published several books,
Pennsylvania
operated
Com
numerous roads
and was devoted to* natural history.
by the
The following

The Pembertonand SeashoreRoad was run without loss.
The Camden nod Burlington County and the Burlington
and Monut Holly Roads were run at a profit of.

$1,125.47

pany in the West, brought to them by the advantage
York'
of this terminus on New
Bay, that this loss is
more than counterbalanced.
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Dr. Daniel Coxe. —Dr. Daniel Coxe, of London,
the great proprietor of West Jersey, and Governor of
that province from 1687 to 1690, resided at Burlington,
where he built a dwelling-house and a pottery, prob
ably the first in the State. In 1691 he sold to the
" West New Jersey Society," of London, with certain

is the inscription on his monument

yard:

iu St. Mary's

" Here lies the remainsof the Honorable Elias Boudinot,
LL.D. Born
on the 2d day of May, a.d. 1740. He died on tho 24lh day of Oct.,a.d.
1821. His life was an exhibition of fervent piety, of useful talent, and
of extensive benevolence. His death was the triumph of Christian
faith, tho consummationof hope,the dawn and the pledge of endless
felicity.

"'To thosewho knew him not, no words can paint;

And thosewho know him, know all words are faint.'

" ( Mark the perfect man and behold the upright, for the eud of that
peace.'"
man is

William Bradford.
William

Bradford,

"

— Here lies the remains of
attorney-general
of the United

1 First Settlers in Newton Township, N. J. Judge John Clement, of
Haddoufielil, p. 174. Sinnickson Chew, Camden,1877.
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States under the Presidency of Washington, and pre
viously attorney-general of Pennsylvania and a judge

don, became the parent of an illegitimate son, named
William Temple Franklin, married Miss Elizabeth

of the Supreme Court of the State. In private life he
had acquired the esteem of all his fellow-citizens.
In
professional attainments he was learned as a lawyer,
and eloquent as an advocate. In the execution of his

of Lord
He re
mained loyal to his king during the Revolution ; was
arrested by order of the Provincial Congress in 1776,
exchanged in two years and five months, lost his wife,
was president of the Board of Associated Royalists,
returned to England in 1782, married an Irish lady,
and died in 1813, aged about eighty-three. His father
He
and his son espoused the cause of independence.
quarreled with his father, as did his son with him.
Joseph'
BloomGovernor Joseph Bloomfield. —

public offices he was vigilant, dignified, and impartial.
Yet in the bloom of life, in the maturity of every

faculty that could invigorate or embellish the human
mind, in the prosecution of the most important ser
vices that a citizen could render to his country, in the
perfect enjoyment of the highest honors that public
confidence could bestow upon an individual, blessed

in all the pleasures which a virtuous reflection could
furnish from the past, and animated by all the incite
ments which an honorable ambition could depict in
the future, he ceased to be mortal. A fever, produced
by a fatal assiduity in performing his official trust at
a crisis interesting to the nation, suddenly terminated
his public career, extinguished the splendor of his
private prosperity, and on the 23d day of August,
1795, in the fortieth year of his age, consigned him to

His
the grave, — lamented, honored, and beloved.
memory."
widow erected this monument to his
" Biographical Annals of
Charles Lanman, in his
States,"
p. 45,
the Civil Government of the United
says William Bradford was born in Philadelphia,
Sept. 14, 1755 ; graduated at Princeton with a high
for talents. He was engaged in the study
of law at the outbreak of the Revolution, but he en
tered the army as major of brigade to Gen. Roberdeau ; he next commanded a company of regular
troops under Col. Hampton ; he was then appointed
reputation

deputy muster-master-general, with the rank of lieu
tenant-colonel, which office he held for two years,

when he recommenced the study of law. In 1793 he
published an "Inquiry how far the Punishment of

Pennsylvania,"

and in the
is Necessary in
earlier periods of his life some of his poetical pro
ductions were published in the Philadelphia Maga
Death

zine.

Mr. Bradford married the only daughter and child
Alexander Hamilton had been a
of Elias Boudinot.
friend of the family of Mr. Boudinot in his boyhood,
and the colleague of Mr. Bradford in the cabinet.
The friendship between the widows of these two re
markable men continued to the end of their lives.
William Franklin, Governor of New Jersey at
the commencement of the Revolution, resided at
Burlington, occupying during a considerable part of
his time a house situated on the beautiful banks of the
river, where he remained until 1774, when he removed
to Perth Amboy. He was an illegitimate son of Dr.
Benjamin Franklin, and was born about 1730. Upon
the marriage of his father he was taken to his family,
He
and brought up as if he had been born in wedlock.
was carefully educated, and at an early age was ap
pointed clerk of the House of Assembly of Pennsyl
In 1756 he accompanied his father to Lon
vania.

Downes, and was, through the influence
Bute, appointed Governor of New Jersey.

brigadierfield, a captain in the Revolutionary army, a
general in the war of 1812-14, and Governor of New

1801 to 1812, married Miss Mary Mcll
vaine, a daughter of Dr. William Mcllvaine, of Bur
lington. He settled in that town, and made it his

Jersey from

home when not absent on public service.
He was
mayor of the city several years, and lived in the
style of a gentleman of fortune.
In 1783 he was ap
pointed register of the Court of Admiralty, established

In 1793 he was chosen one of the trus
of Princeton College, holding that office and ex
officio president of the board as Governor
until his
decease.
As general of militia he led a brigade to
near Pittsburgh to quell the Whiskey Insurrection in
1794.
He was an active member and president of
" New
the
Jersey Society for the Abolition of
Slavery."
During the war with Great Britain he
was with his brigade on the border of Canada, but,
like many other officers of that army, he did not
gather many military laurels.
The war was a series
of blunders, was poorly waged, and conducted in
the beginning by old men who in their youth had
been gallant soldiers.
Yet it ended happily in a glo
rious victory that gained for us the respect of Europe.
He was withdrawn, assigned to the command of a
military district, with his headquarters at Philadel
1818'
phia. In
he had the misfortune to lose his wife.
In a few years he married again a lady who survived
him.
He was several times a Presidential Elector;
was a member of the Congress of the United States
from 1817 to 1821. He died Oct. 3, 1825, the inscrip
by the State.

tees

tion on his tomb recording simply the truths that he
"
was a soldier of the Revolution ; late Governor of
New Jersey ; a general in the army of the United
States; he closed a life of probity, benevolence, and
public service in the seventieth year of his age."
James Kinsey. — James Kinsey was elected by
joint meeting chief justice in November,
1789, re
elected in 1796, and held the office nearly fourteen
years. He was the son of John Kinsey, who came
from England to New Jersey in 1716.
He was a
member of Assembly from Middlesex, and Speaker of
the House several years. He removed to Philadelphia,
was a member and for many years Speaker of the
Assembly of Pennsylvania.
He was a Quaker, an
eminent lawyer, and for the last seven years of his

,,

Digitizatian Support fram

OrigiilKll from

MICROSOFT

YALE !JNIVERSITY

'r* h <./;->,,
/n,-i,

I Y/4.U

¦'¦¦'"

THE LEGAL PROFESSION

AND DISTINGUISHED MEN.

life chief justice of that State.
He died in May,
1750, at Burlington, of an apoplectic fit.
James Kinsey, who was a lawyer, married and set
tled in Burlington. In 1772 he was elected a member
of Assembly from the city of Burlington, at that time
entitled to two representatives.
He took a prominent
part in the business of the Legislature, and was the
leader of the opposition to Governor Franklin.
He
was appointed one of the delegates to the Continental
Congress at Philadelphia in September, 1774, but in
November of the following year he resigned.
In
1777 the Legislature passed an act requiring counselors
or attorneys to renounce allegiance to the king of
Great Britain, and to " bear true faith and allegiance
State,"
which
to the government established in this
obliged
oaths he declined to take, and was
to relin
quish

his practice

as a lawyer.

It

is probable

his

being a member of the Society of Friends had some
thing to do with his scruples about the oath. Not
withstanding this he retained Governor Livingston's
Judge Elmer says of him, " He was well
friendship.
versed in the doctrines of the law, and of unspotted

intellect."
integrity, but he was not a man of high
He died at Burlington in 1803, at about the age of
seventy years.

William Griffith. — William Griffith, the son of
Dr. John Griffith, of Somerset County, was a judge of
one of the Circuit Courts. of the United States. He
was born in 1766, studied law under Elisha Boudinot,
He resided and married
a brother of Elias Boudinot.
at Burlington, when he went there the county town,
and for many years previous the capital of West Jer
sey.
It remained a favorite residence of lawyers in
good practice during the first quarter of the present
century.
In 1820 he was a prominent member of the
House of Assembly, and took an active part in the re
vision of the laws of the State, made in that year.
He was an active promoter of the abolition of slavery,
and a member of the society, which received its main
support from the Friends of Burlington County.
He
acquired a large practice and a deservedly high repu
He was one of the few lawyers
tation as an advocate.
of the State who wrote and published for the benefit
of the profession. In 1796 he published a treatise on
the jurisdiction and proceedings of justices of the
peace. It was a valuable book, and passed through

In 1799 he published a series
three or four editions.
" Eumenes," exposing
of essays over the signature of
adopted
the defects of the State Constitution hastily
convention
urged
of
to re
election
a
the
in 1776, and
vise it. About 1820 he prepared a work entitled the
States,"
which con
"Annual Register of the United
tained a very reliable account of the officers, laws, and
regulations of each of the then twenty-four States.
He also commenced
Four volumes were published.

Notes of the American
called "Historical
1775." It was
1754 to
from
Revolution,
and
Colonies
copies
never finished, but partly printed, and some
appointed
was
In
1826
he
were sold after his decease.
a work

5

6j

clerk of the Supreme Court of the United States, but
died at the residence of his son-in-law, Mr. Richard
S. Coxe, in Washington City, on the 7th of June of
that year, at the age of sixty years.

Of Mr. Griffith, Henry Armitt Brown has said,
" He was a most accomplished lawyer, and stood at

the head of the bar.
' midnight judges.' "

He was one of John Adams'

Wood," says Judge
Wood. — " George
Elmer, in his "Reminiscences of the Bench and Bar"
(Collections of New Jersey Historical Society, vol.
vii.), "was probably the ablest man New Jersey has
produced.
He was born in Burlington County, grad
uated at Princeton, studied law with Richard Stock
1812." After a
ton, and was admitted to the bar in
years' practice
in New Brunswick he removed to
few
New York, where he took rank among the leaders,
and was equal, if not superior, to the best of them.
He was engaged in the most important causes, not
only in New York, but in other States. He died in
George

1860.

Christopher Billop. — The eldest son of Chief
Justice Thomas Farmer, of New Jersey, married the
daughter of Capt. Christopher Billop, of the British
navy (who was probably a son of Christopher Billop,
the commander of the British forces at New Castle;
Del., during Maj. John Fenwick's time), who had
succeeded in obtaining a patent for a large tract on
Staten Island.
Young Farmer, upon his wife's in
heriting this estate, adopted her father's name, and
as Christopher Billop became a very noted character
He commanded a corps of
during the Revolution.
New York loyalists, and upon one occasion was taken
prisoner by the Whigs, and confined in jail at Bur
lington.
Elias Boudinot, then commissary of pris
oners, was constrained to treat him with great severity,
for the cruel treatment of two Whig
officers who had fallen into the hands of the royal
troops. Irons were put on his hands and feet; he

in retaliation

chained to the floor of a close room, and fed on
bread and water. After the war the Billop estate
was confiscated, and he went to the province of New
Brunswick, where he became a prominent man, and

was

died in 1827.1

Garret Dorset Wall was born in the township
of Middletown, in the county of Monmouth, March
He was of English descent. The first of
10, 1783.
the family who came from England was Walter Wall,
who, after living a short time in Massachusetts and
on Long Island, settled in Monmouth County in the
year 1657.

The father of Gen. Wall was James Wall, the
He was an
in descent from Walter Wall.
officer of the Monmouth militia during the Revolu
tionary war. At the battle of Monmouth he acted
Washington's
guides, and in that en
as one of Gen.
gagement received the sword of a British officer whom
fourth

1 Sabine'sAmerican Loyalis's, p. 160.
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he captured with his own hand.
James Wall died
in 1792, leaving a widow and six children. Garret,
then ten years of age, was sent to reside with his
uncle, Dr. John G. Wall, of Woodbridge, Middlesex
Upon the death of his uncle, in 1798, he re
County.
moved to Trenton and entered the law-office of Gen.
Jonathan Rhea, who was then clerk of the Supreme

He was admitted to the bar as an attorney in
as counselor in 1807, and called to be
a sergeant-at-law in 1820.
Upon his admission to the bar Gen. Wall com
menced the practice of law in Trenton, and continued
to reside there until the year 1828, when he removed
to Burlington.
Gen. Wall early took a high rank at the New Jer
sey bar, having been for years in the clerk's office of
the Supreme Court, and a thorough student as well ;
he became so familiar with the practice of the courts
and with the sources from which it was derived, that
upon all matters of practice he was ever considered
Court.

1804, licensed

an authority.
In the year 1812 he was elected clerk of the Supreme
Court, and held that position until the year 1817.

During the war of 1812 he commanded the Phoenix
Company of uniformed militia, which had been formed
during the Revolution, and in which he for several
years was an officer ; he was stationed at Sandy Hook
in the force detailed for the protection of New York.
the years 1822 and 1827 he represented Hunter
In politics
don County in the General Assembly.
Gen. Wall had originally been a Federalist, but in
1824, with many other leading members of that party,
he supported Gen. Jackson for the Presidency, and it

In

was mainly through his efforts that the vote of New
Jersey was given to Jackson in that year. In the
year 1829, the Jackson men having control of both
houses of the Legislature, Gen. Wall was elected by
joint meeting Governor and chancellor.
This honor

able position he felt constrained to decline. In his let
have not come to this
ter of declination he said,
conclusion without weighing the full force of my
duties as a public man, and yielding to them a delib
erate consideration. But my obligations to my family,
and the necessity of devoting a greater portion of my

"I

time to my private affairs than a diligent and faith
ful discharge of the high and honorable office of Gov

ernor would admit, demand of me this determination
and compel me to throw myself upon the favorable
interpretation of my fellow-citizens of the motives of
conduct."
my
He accepted the office of district attorney of the
United States, to whicii he was appointed by Gen.

While holding this office he conducted
Jackson..
the well-remembered prosecution against the Barnegat wreckers, and effectually broke up the infamous
system of land piracy, whicii had been a great re
proach

to the inhabitants

of the sea-coast of New

Jersey.

In

1835 the term

of Theodore Frelinghuysen in the

Senate of the United States expired, and Gen. Wall
He
was elected by the Democrats as his successor.
was an active and influential member of the United
States Senate, and an ardent supporter of the admin

A number of
istrations of Jackson and Van Buren.
the speeches delivered by him during his term have
been published, and are among the ablest to which
that period of high excitement and keen controversy
gave birth, among them his speeches upon the Inde

pendent Treasury bill, in 1838, on the Bankrupt bill,
in 1840, and on the right of Petition and Abolition,
in 1836. He was for three years chairman of the Ju
diciary Committee, for two years of the Library Com
mittee, and one year of the Militia Committee.
Upon the expiration of his term in the Senate, the
Whig party being in the majority in New Jersey, he
was succeeded by Jacob W. Metteo, when he returned
again to the active practice of his profession.

In

1843 his health was greatly impaired

by a stroke

of paralysis; yet, as has been said of him, "it was in
deed a striking proof of the indomitable energy of his
character that upon his partial recovery he engaged
in some important trials, and conducted them with
ability."
almost his wonted skill and
In 1848 he accepted the position of judge of the
Court of Errors and Appeals, tendered him by Gov
ernor Haines, and held this office at the time of his
death, in November, 1850.
Gen. Wall left two children,— Col. James W. Wall,
of Burlington, and Matilda M., the wife qf Governor
Peter D. Vroom.
James W. Wall, a son of Garret D. Wall, was born
at Trenton in 1820.
He graduated at Princeton Col
lege in 1839 ; studied law, and commenced practice
in his native city. His first public position was that
of commissioner of bankruptcy.
In 1847 he removed
to Burlington, and three years afterwards was elected
mayor of that city.
He devoted much attention to
literary pursuits, and in 1854 visited Europe, and upon
his return published a volume entitled " Foreign
or Visits to the Old World's Pleasant
Etchings,
Places."
In 1863 he was elected a senator in Con
gress for the unexpired term of John W. Thompson,
deceased, but which seat was for a short time occu
pied by Richard S. Field.
During the Rebellion he
was imprisoned for a short time in Fort Lafayette.
He died June 9, 1872.

William Rossell, born in 1761, was a lawyer, and
many years judge of the United States District Court
for New Jersey. He was also judge of the Supreme
Court of New Jersey.

Died at Mount Holly, June

20, 1840.

Ebenezer Tucker,

born in Burlington County in
was a soldier of the Revolutionary war, and
served at the battle of Long Island. He filled many
offices of distinction and trust, among them those of
collector and postmaster of New Jersey. Was a
1758,

member of Congress
1829.

from New Jersey from 1825 to
He was also judge of the Court of Common
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Pleas, justice of the Court of Quarter Sessions, and
Orphans'
judge of the
Court.
He died at Tuckerton,
N. J., Sept. 5, 1845.

Judge Joshua Maddox Wallace, of Burlington,
son of John Wallace, of Scotland, who emigrated
to Rhode Island in 1742, was born in Philadelphia, in
1752.
He graduated at the College of Philadelphia
in 1767, and then entered the counting-house of

Archibald McCall, of that city. In 1773 he married
Tace, the daughter of Col. William Bradford, and in
1784 removed from his estate of Ellerslie, upon the
Raritan, to Burlington. The same year he was ap
pointed by the Council and General Assembly judge
of the pleas of Burlington County, and it is said of
" He was very highly useful in administering
him,
justice, maintaining the police, relieving the distresses,
people."
and improving the morals of the common
He was instrumental in establishing an academy of
learning, and in bringing good teachers to the place.

He was a trustee for more than twenty years of Prince
ton College, president of the trustees of the Burlington
Academy, and president of the society in New Jersey
With
for the suppression of vice and immorality.
his friend and near kinsman, the venerable Elias
Boudinot, he took an early and active part in the
formation of the American Bible Society, and was
president of the convention which formed it. He was
a member of the convention which, in 1787, ratified,
in behalf of New Jersey, the Constitution of these
United States. He represented the county of Bur
lington in the Assembly of the State, and died in
May, 1819.
Abraham Brown was born at Recklesstown, Bur
lington Co., about the year 1780. He was educated
at Burgess Allison's classical school at Bordentown.
He studied law, and upon being admitted to the bar
as an attorney in 1802 removed to Mount Holly,
where he resided until his death. Soon after his re
moval there he wa& appointed surrogate of the county,
which office he held by reappointment for a period
of seventeen years. He was made counselor during
the September term, 1811. He was a profound lawyer
and a wise counselor, a man of integrity of character,
and exercised a wide-spread influence in the county.
Charles Kinsey, a son of Chief Justice Kinsey,
was born in Burlington. He studied law with Judge
William Griffith, of that town, and after being ad
mitted to the bar, 1804, opened his office there and
continued to practice until he was appointed surro
gate of the county in 1833, which office he held for
five years. After his term had expired he returned to

his native town, where he continued the practice of
his profession until his death. He was a well-read
lawyer, a conscientious man, and was noted for the

purity of his life.
Hon. John C. Ten Eyck was born in Freehold,
Receiving
Monmouth Co., N. J., in March, 1814.
a private, classical education, he entered the office of
Randolph as a student of law,
the Hon. Joseph F.
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to the bar as an attorney in 1835,
He settled at first at Bur

and as counselor in 1838.

lington, going into partnership with the Hon. Garret
D. Wall, then a senator of the United States from
New Jersey.
In 1839 he was appointed prosecutor
of the pleas for Burlington County, and held that
office for ten years.

When the convention called to
of New Jersey met in 1844 he
took his seat as a delegate, and although one of the
youngest members made his influence felt in the de
liberations of that body. He was elected to the
United States Senate for the term commencing in
1859.
In 1873 he was appointed a member of the
commission to revise the Constitution of the State, of
which commission he was chosen chairman.
When
appointed prosecutor of the pleas he removed to
Mount Holly, where he has since resided.
Garret S. Cannon, son of the Rev. James Spen
cer and Catharine (Brevoort) Cannon, was born in
Somerset County, N.'J. His father, a distinguished
minister, was for years Professor of Theology in the
Dutch Reformed Theological Seminary of New Bruns
wick, and held for a long period the chair of meta
physics in Rutgers College. Union College conferred
upon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity.
He died
in 1852, having filled the professorship of theology
in the seminary for thirty years.
Mr. Cannon, after leaving Rutgers College Gram

revise the Constitution

mar School, entered Rutgers College, from which he
years'
Upon
graduated, after a four
course, in 1833.
college
he entered the office of B. R. Brown,
leaving

Esq., at Mount Holly, and having completed his study
of law was, in 1836, licensed as an attorney, and three
years after as counselor. Locating at Bordentown, he
has continued the practice of his profession there
ever since. He was appointed prosecuting attorney

of Burlington County by Governor Daniel Haines in
to the same office by Governor R.M. Price, and received a second reappointment at the'
Presidenthands of Governor Joel Parker in 1865.
Pierce honored him with the appointment of United
States district attorney for the State in 1853, and
1850, reappointed

Buchanan reappointed him to the same
In 1845 he was elected by the Demo
office in 1857.
crats to the Lower House of the State, Legislature.
He is president of the Gas Company of Bordentown,
and president of the Water- Works Company, and has
been a director, as well as the attorney of the Borden
town Banking Company ever since its organization.
He is an energetic, public-spirited
man, and dis
President

the duties of all the offices he held in a
He married, first, Hannah Kinsey,
fearless manner.
daughter of Charles Kinsey, of Burlington; second,
Sarah, daughter of William Biddle, Esq., of Borden
town.
charged

John L.

N. Stratton, son of Dr. John L.
practitioner of Burlington
County, was born in 1817, near Mount Holly.
His
early-education was mainly obtained at the schools in
Hon.

Stratton,

a distinguished
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Mount Holly, he afterwards attending college at
Mendham, Morris Co., and graduating from Princeton
in 1836. In the same year lie entered the office of B.
R. Brown, Esq., as a student of law, and in 1839 was
licensed as attorney, and in 1842 as counselor. In 1858
he was elected to Congress from the Second District
on the Republican ticket.
In 1860 his constituency
returned him a second time to the National House.
Upon his retirement from Congress he resumed his
practice of the law. In 1875 he was chosen president
of the Farmers' National Bank of Mount Holly. In
1842 he married Caroline Newbold, a descendant of
an old and influential family of Burlington County.

Franklin

Woolman, surveyor-general of West
Jersey, was born in Burlington in 1814, in which city
he has always resided. He is descended from a family
which were among the oldest settlers, the progenitor

of the family in this country, John Woolman, who
arrived at Burlington in 1681, locating a tract of land
extending from Burlington to the Rancocas, a dis
tance of five miles, and comprising about eight thou
sand acres. Burr Woolman, who held the office of
surveyor-general of West Jersey for thirty years, was
the father of Franklin, and upon his death Franklin
succeeded him to that office, which he has held ever
since.
He received a solid education, and studied
with a view of inheriting his father's business, con
veyancing and surveying, into which in due time he
was admitted.
He has made an especial study of
titles and matters connected with real estate in Bur
lington County, and has gained the reputation of being

He is
most thoroughly informed upon the subject.
vice-president of Burlington Savings Institution, and

is a director of the Burlington National Bank, and of
He is a man of public
the Burlington Library.
spirit, and is deeply interested in all movements that
tend to the advancement of the social and moral con
He married, in 1848, Jane,
dition of the community.

of John Conrad, mayor of the old district
of Northern Liberties, Philadelphia, and sister of
Judge Conrad, mayor of Philadelphia.
H6n. George M. Wright, of Bordentown, was
the son of William L. and Lucy (Minor) Wright, of
Rhode Island, and of English descent. His father
daughter

was for many years a sea-captain, but the latter por
tion of his life was spent on a farm in Otsego County,
N. Y., which he owned and cultivated, and which is
now in the possession of George. George received a
good solid education in Rhode Island and at a select
school at Hartwick, and at twenty-one years of age
went to New York to make his way in the world.
Being a close observer and giving all his attention to

whatever he undertook, he was successful in his vari
In 1851 he was the agent for George
ous enterprises.
W. Aspinwall's line of steamers, which position he
In
held until the death of that gentleman in 1853.
1851 he removed to New Brunswick, where he resided
for three years, when he made Bordentown his perma
nent home. He was mayor of Bordentown from 1858

From 1864 to 1867 he was State senator from
Burlington County. He was for many years connected
with the Pennsylvania Steam Towing and Transporta
to 1860.

tion Company, and for twelve years filled the post of
inspector and collector for the Delaware and Raritan
Canal at Bordentown.
He is a director of the Bor
dentown Banking Company, and of the Steam Tow
He was elected by joint ballot of the
ing Company.
Legislature State treasurer in February, 1875, and at
each succeeding expiration of his term has been re
elected to the same position.
trious

He is a man of indus

habits, sterling honesty,
In 1848 he married
character.

and unimpeachable

Jane M. Bradley, of
Richmond County, N. Y.
Hon. John Howard Ptjgh, son of Elijah and Lettice (Barnard) Pugh, was born in Chester County, Pa.,
in 1827. The founder of the family in this country,
Daniel Pugh, immigrated from Wales to Pennsylva
nia in the early part of the eighteenth century.
Having received a thorough academic education, he
was for some three years associated with Professor
Wickersham as assistant in conducting the academy
at Marietta.
Relinquishing his position in the acad
began
the study of medicine, and graduated
emy he
from the University of Pennsylvania in 1852.
He
commenced practice at Bristol, Bucks Co., Pa., but
after traveling a year in the regions of Lake Supei i sr,
he settled in the spring of 1854 in Burlington, where
he has since resided.
During the war for the Union
he was a zealous supporter of the Federal govern
ment, laboring with voice and pen to secure its tri
umphs, and giving a practical proof of his loyalty by
attending without compensation at the United States
General Hospital at Beverly.
Dr. Pugh, though
coming into Burlington an entire stranger, by his
skill, strong traits of personal character, and prepos
sessing manners, soon won for himself a high position
in his profession and the social circle ; and such was
the confidence of his fellow-citizens in him, that in
1876 he received the nomination
of the Republicans
of the Second Congressional District for Congress,
to which he was elected by a handsome majority.
Having served with credit to himself and satisfaction

to his constituency, he was unanimously renominated
for a second term in 1878.
At this time the " Greenbackers"
held the balance of power in very many
districts, and in the Second District, having nomi
nated the doctor's opponent, they carried the field.
He has been for thirteen years president of the Me
chanics'

National Bank of Burlington.
son of Peter and Jane
(Schenck) Voorhees, was born in Somerset County,
N. J. Receiving an excellent education, he entered
Princeton College in 1853, from which he graduated
in 1856. He studied law with his brother, Peter L.
Voorhees, at Camden, and in 1859 was licensed an
attorney-at-law.
In the fall of that year he removed
to Mount.Holly, and took charge of the law practice
of the Hon. John C. Ten Eyck, who had been elected

Frederick Voorhees,

.
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United States senator. In 1865 he opened an office
of his own, and now enjoys an extensive and valuable
practice.

Charles Elvin Hendrickson, son of Jacob and
Mary M. Hendrickson, was born in New Egypt,
Ocean Co., in 1843.
Attending the academy of
George D. Horner, A.M., in his native town, he
graduated from Princeton College at the age of
twenty, took charge of an academy at Pemberton,
and one year after began the study of law in the
office of the Hon. Abraham Browning, at Camden.
Finishing Jiis legal studies under Garret S. Cannon,
Esq., of Bordentown, he was admitted to the bar in
Soon afterwards he settled at Mount Holly,
1866.
and in 1870 was appointed by Governor Randolph
prosecutor of pleas, and in 1875 reappointed by Gov
ernor Bedle.

In

1868

he was elected to the Assem

bly, and in 1869 was admitted as counselor-at-law.
He is a prominent member of the Methodist Episco
pal Church, a Christian alike in practice and profes

He was elected a lay delegate to the General
Conference that met at Baltimore in May, 1876, the
bishops of which Conference appointed him one of
the committee of fifteen to revise the hymn-book of
the church.
He is president of the board of trustees
of Pennington Seminary.
Judge Clayton A. Black, son of Hon. John
Ten
Black, was born at Columbus, Sept. 27, 1839.
sion.

years afterwards his father removed to a farm on the
outskirts of the village, which for many years had

in the family, and in 1861 gave up the manage
ment of it to Clayton, who still resides upon it. In
1864, Clayton A., with Peter E. Harvey, obtained a
charter to construct a railroad on what was known
as the old bed of the Delaware and the Atlantic Rail
road (now the Kinkora and Jobstown road), and
upon its completion in 1872 he was elected one of the
directors, and upon the death of his father, who was
president of the road, he was elected vice-president of
it. The judge is now a director of the Mercer County
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, of the Mount Holly
National Bank, and the Bordentown Turnpike Com
been

pany. He has been repeatedly pressed by his friends
to contest for political honors, but being deeply inter
ested in farming was unwilling to accept office until
Governor McClellan appointed him judge of the court

of Common Pleas in 1878. He is very popular among
his host of friends, and as his taste naturally leads him
field,"
to enjoy the " sports of the
there are a number
of laws upon the statute books for the protection of
game that were drawn by him.
Gen. John Stockton Irick, son of William and

Margaret (Stockton). Irick, was born on the old home
stead in South Hampton township in 1811. His edu
cation was completed at the academical institute of
John Gummerie at Burlington, and at the age of
twenty had commenced farming on his own account.
Whigs a member of the
1847 he was elected by the
State Assembly, and was re-elected to that position

In
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for two succeeding years. He never again permitted
his name to be put in nomination for a public office.
Turning his attention to business enterprises, he was
mainly the creator of the Vincentown National Bank,
of which he was elected president in 1864 ; he was
one of the chief movers for the building of the Cam
den and Burlington County Railroad, and the Vincen
town Branch of this line was almost wholly his work.
The St. Mary's River Timber Company and the
Vincentown Marl Company were likewise mainly
created by his effort. He is a director of the Morris
Canal Company.
During the late war he served on
the staff of Governor Olden, being master of military
transportation.
He married, in 1832, Emeline S.
Bishop, of Burlington County.

Hon: Samuel A. Dobbins, son of Samuel and
Elizabeth (Scroggy) Dobbins, was born in South
Hampton township in 1814. He received a good
education, and in 1836 married Damaris Harker, and
commenced farming.

In

1854 he was elected by the

Whigs sheriff of Burlington County, and annually
thereafter until the usual three years had elapsed.

In

1858 he was elected by the Republicans
to the
Assembly, and re-elected three times successively. In
1872 he was elected to represent the Second District

For nearly
1874.
twenty years he has been a trustee of the Pennington
Seminary, and for ten years president of the board.
He was one of the corporators, and since its organi
in Congress, and was re-elected in

of the
Union National Bank, of Mount Holly.
Hon. Henry J. Irick, son of Gen. J. S. Irick, was
born in 1833.
He was educated at the Treemount
zation a member of the board of directors

Seminary,

Morristown,

and at the Freehold Institute.

After leaving the institute he engaged in agricultural
pursuits until 1863, having married in 1862, Harriet
R. Clement, of Camden. In 1862, 1863, and 1864 he
was elected to the Assembly, and in 1870, 1871, and
He is director,
1872 he was elected State senator.
secretary, and treasurer of the Vincentown Railroad
Company, and secretary and treasurer of the Vincen
town Marl Company.
Ewan Merritt, son of Charles and Keziah Mer
ritt, was born in Springfield township, Burlington
County, March 24, 1823. His education was obtained
by hard study and indefatigable exertions, and chiefly
at academies in Burlington County, though for two
years he attended Madison University, Hamilton, N.
Y., but did not complete the. course and graduate.

His

future career proved this education to have been

Afterward the College of New
solid and lasting.
Jersey conferred upon him the honorary degree of
Master of Arts.
He studied law with Hon. Joshua S. Thompson, at
Swedesboro', and subsequently with Hon. John L.
N. Stratton, at Mount Holly, and was admitted to the
bar as an attorney in October, 1850, and as a coun
selor in June, 1854.
In June, 1853, he married Catharine C, daughter
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of John Kempton, by whom he had three children,
all now deceased. His widow still survives him.
Mr. Merritt was a fine-looking man of large phy
sique, and inclined to corpulency ; he was possessed
of great bodily strength, without which he could not
so signally have triumphed at the bar.
With his
physical strength was united great mental power, or,
of him, extraordinary mental en
dowments, and he had not long been engaged in the
practice of his profession before his ability was recog

characteristic

ability with which his ideas were en

They believed that he would not, for the sake
of success, misinterpret the law or misstate the facts.
He was one of the most faithful men to his clients
ever knew.
Even pain and sickness of the
that
most serious character would not prevent him from
forced.

I

following up his

case

I

and sitting upon the bench.
him, racked with bodily torture,

as another has said

have frequently

nized by all. He had remarkable powers of memory,
was a man of good judgment and of undoubted in
tegrity in all business relations, a jurist of great legal

working with all his zeal and energy to secure justice
to those who had engaged him to defend their cause.
" His character as a man was beyond reproach. He
was devoted to duty.
He was a generous, warm
All who knew him honored and
hearted friend.
respected him.
When look at that familiar chair
and see that he is no longer in his accustomed place,

attainments, an able advocate, a genial friend.
Somewhat early in life Mr. Merritt became afflicted
with gout, the attacks of which grew more frequent
and violent as the years passed, until he finally suc
cumbed to its ravages, and departed this life Oct. 6,
at the age of fifty-one
whole community.

1874,

At

years, lamented

by the

of the bench and bar of the county,
held shortly after his decease, for the purpose of
giving expression to the loss they had sustained,
Judge Carr made the following remarks : " knew
Ewan Merritt intimately almost from the time he en
tered the office of Mr. Stratton as a law student until
his death, and in all my intercourse with him
found
him a strictly honorable and upright man. He was
in every sense of the word a good and useful citizen.
Especially was he conspicuous for usefulness in local
a meeting

I

I

affairs.

Whenever

matters were at issue touching the

public weal he was always prompt and energetic in
defense of what he conceived to be for the true in
terest of the people, giving bold expression to those
views which the occasion seemed to demand without
regard to his own personal popularity or private ad
vantage. In this respect particularly will his loss
be severely felt by his fellow-citizens.
He was also
courageous in exposing individual selfishness when
arrayed in opposition to the general welfare, and in
rebuking injustice to the weak and unprotected, the
widow and the orphan.

"

At such times he would use no mild and delicate
language in denouncing the offender.
have seen men

I

shrink away from him abashed under the effect of his
withering invective. Mr. Merritt was not only a truly
upright and conscientious man, but he was in every
sense of the term an honest lawyer.
His counsel
could always be relied on, and he ever avoided in
litigation."
volving his clients in needless and endless
speaker
then related an incident coming under
The

his own notice in Mr. Merritt's office, to illustrate his
frank and honest dealing as a lawyer and the integ
rity of the man. " In his practice before this court, I
speak not only for myself, but, I thirik, for my asso
ciates on the bench, in saying that when a question of
law was raised and Mr. Merritt presented his views
the court were as much influenced to decide in his
¦favor by their knowledge of his character as by the

seen

I

I

know that the community and this court have met
with a great loss ; that one has been taken away who
will always be missed; that a strong mind has gone,
a noble man fallen.
When looked upon him clothed

I

I

in the habiliments of the tomb, was forcibly struck
with the firmness of his countenance in death, indica
tive of his strength of character in life. As I saw his
remains deposited in their last resting-place, in the
beautiful St. Andrew's ground,
wondered could this
be the last of such a man, and looking up to the
bright blue sky, 'immortality was brought to light,'
earth,'
and
knew that though this was ' the last of
his great soul still lives, lives where good deeds and
pure lives are rewarded forever. We cannot all of us
make the mark that Ewan Merritt has made, we can
not leave behind us the record that he has left, but
we have his life and example before us, and if we do
our duty fully, faithfully, as'l feel that he has done,
we may hope, when our last hour comes and we are
called to follow him, that our lives have not been
spent in vain and that the world may say it is well
that we have lived."

I

I

A motion was subsequently made to spread upon
the minutes of the Circuit Court the resolutions
adopted at the meeting referred to, and Judge Woodhull, in granting the motion, said he wished to be
understood as doing so not as a mere matter of form.
Mr. Merritt was a gentleman of great ability and in

tegrity ; in short, he was no common man. He never
took pride in misleading the court, but was always
careful to express to them any doubt he might him

self entertain with regard to a legal principle, though
he thereby detracted from the strength of his own
case.
This was one of his most striking character

His death was a great loss to the bar and to
the court; and his own intercourse with the deceased
having been of a very pleasant character he felt that

istics.

his death involved

a personal bereavement.

HON. Mahlon Hutchinson was born in the city
of Philadelphia, on the 10th day of May, 1823. His
father was Randel Hutchinson, Jr., and his mother
Miss Mary Keeler, both natives of Pennsylvania.
On
the paternal side he is of Welsh origin, and on the
maternal of German descent.
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Mahlon Hutchinson received

a thorough

academic

at the select classical school of Rev. Dr.
Hamill, at Lawrenceville, N. J., and having been
fitted for college at that institution entered the sopho
more class of the College of New Jersey, at Prince
education

In 1841, having determined to adopt
the law as a profession, he entered the office of Hon.
Henry W. Green, since chancellor of the State, as a

ton, in 1840.

student, and remained with him until he had com
pleted the prescribed course of reading.
He was
licensed as an attorney-at-law and solicitor in chan
cery in 1845, aud as a counselor-at-law in 1854. After
his admission to the bar Mr. Hutchinson located in
the practice of his profession at Bordentown, where
he is still actively engaged in the performance of the
duties of an extensive and valuable practice.
As a
lawyer he is painstaking and careful in the investiga
tion and treatment of his causes, faithful to the inter
ests of his clients, and noted for his exactitude and
Order, method, and system seem
attention to details.
to be the prevailing characteristics of his mind, and
in handling a large number of estates in the capacity

of executor, administrator, or guardian he has mani
fested singular care and exactness, and proven him
self a safe and reliable financial manager.

Mr. Hutchinson was formerly a member of the OldLine Whig party, and has latterly acted with its lineal
While taking a deep
successor, the Republican party.

interest in national. State, and local politics, he has
never been an aspirant after political position, and
has accepted but few of the emoluments of public

In 1853 he was elected on the Whig ticket a
member of the Lower House of the State Legislature,
representing the First District of Burlington County,
that being the first year the district system was adopted

office.

in that county.

He performed the part of a faithful
in the important work of leg

and earnest coadjutor

islation for two years, serving efficiently on such com
mittees as the Judiciary, the Educational, and on the
•Insane Asylum, and in 1855 declined a renomination
and retired to private life. In 1860 he was appointed
by Governor Olden prosecutor of the pleas for Bur
lington County, and filled that office in a capable
manner for five years.
Mr. Hutchinson has always taken a deep interest in
local affairs, and been a cheerful and liberal con
tributor to the various worthy objects of his day. He

has served as a member of the public school board
for a number of years, and as president of the board
of trustees of the Bordentown Female College for a
He has been a member of the board of
long time.

directors of the Bordentown Banking Company for
nearly a quarter of a century, and is also a director
of the First National Bank of Trenton, and of the
He
West Jersey and Atlantic Railway Company.
has been interested in railroad construction in New
Jersey for the past twenty-five years, and was one of the

Hights
most active promoters of the Pemberton and
town line. In church affiliations he is of the Presby
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terian persuasion, and elder in the First Presbyterian
Church of Bordentown, and a modest and unostenta
tious supporter of various evangelical and Christian

He was married on Feb. 23, 1848, to
Miss Amy N., daughter of Caleb Shreeve, of Burling
ton County, and has one son, John P. Hutchinson, a
member of the bar, residing at Georgetown, N. J.,
where he is also in agricultural pursuits.
institutions.

CHIEF JUSTICES

OF THE SUPREME

COURT OF NEW

JERSEY.
William Trent, Nov. 23,1723.
Charles Read, Feb. 20,1764.

Richard Stockton (declined), Aug.
31,1776.
James Kinsey, Nov. 20,1789.

ASSOCIATE
Daniel Coxe,Nov. 5,1706.
Daniel Coxe, Aug. 1, 1734.
Charles Read, March 28,1749.
Richard Stockton, Feb. 28,1774.

JUSTICES.
Francis Hopkinson
Sept.4, 1776.

(declined),

William Rossell,Nov. 1, 1804.

ATTORNEY-GENERALS.
Alexander Griffith, 1714.
CLERKS

OF THE SUPREME

Bowes Read, Sept. 6, 177«.
Garret D. Wall, Nov. 5, 1812,
JUDGES

Joseph Bloomfield, June 13,1783.
COURT.

Zachariah Bossel, Nov. 6, 1817,
1842.

OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS.

Among the judges of this court from 1776 to the
present time we find the names of the following :
Joseph Borden, appointedSept. 11,177G; reappointedSept. 28,1781.
Peter Tallman, appointedOct. 31,1778; reappointedAug. 31,1789.
Isaac Cowgill, appointed Oct. 31,1787; reappointed Oct.29,1792,and
Oct. 3, 1797.
Thomas Fennimore, appointedNov. 27.1789; reappointed1801.
Daniel Newbold, appointed March 3, 1797.
Newberry Bunting, appointed Nov. 12,1801.
Caleb Shreve,appointed Nov. 23,1801.
Thomas Adams, appointedNov. 23,1801; reappointed Nov. 25, 1806,
Nov. 2, 1811,Oct 28,181fi,Oct. 25,1821,etc.
David Wright, appointedNov. 3, 1803.
Isaac Carlisle, appointedNov. 3, 1803; reappointedNov. 25,1806.
Thomas Fennimore, Jr., appointed Nov. 3, 1803; reappointedNov. 22,
1808,Nov. 3, 1813.
Daniel Ivins, appointed Nov. 4, 1803; reappointedNov. 22,1808,Feb.
19, 1813.
William Wood, appointed Nov. 22, 1808; reappointed Feb. 19,1813,
Oct. 13,1818.
William Gaskill, appointed Feb. 19,1813.
Alexander Shreve,appointed Feb. 19,1813.
Anthony F. Taylor, appointedNov. 3, 1803.
Jvbn Warren, appointedNov. 3,1813; reappointedOct. 28,1825.
Phineas S. Bunting, appointed Jan. 24, 1833; reappointed Nov. 9,
1843.
GershomMott, appointedOct. 31,1833.
Samuel S. Bunting, appointed Feb. 28,1838.
Isaac Hilliard, appointed Jan. 25,1839.
John W. Fennimore, appointed Oct. 27, 1843; reappointed Feb. 19,
1857,March 5, 1862.
Samuel Black, appointedApril 1, 1843.
Oliver II. P. Emley, appointedMarch 2, 1847.
Thomas Milner, appointedFeb. 28,1849.
Edward Taylor, appointed March 6, 1850.
David Steward,appointedFeb. 4, 1853.
Thomas Bennett, appointedMarch 11, 1863.
Ceorge Black, appointedMarch 11,1868.
Clayton Lippincott, appointed March 25,1869.
Joseph L. Morton, appointedFeb. 20,1872.
Joseph Carr, Jr., appointed Feb. 13,1873.
William Parry, appointedFeb. 25,1874.
Clayton A. Black, appointed March 21,1878.
William Parry, appointed Feb. 6, 1879.
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SERGEANTS.
Joseph Bloomfield, November Term, 1792.
Joseph Mcllvaine, November Term, 1808.
Garret D. Wall, November Term, 1820.
George Wood, May Term, 1828.
COUNSELORS.
James Kinsey, May Term, 1794.
James Kinsey, May Term, 1794.
Garret D. Wall, SeptemberTerm, 1S07.
Abraham Brown, SeptemberTerm, 1811.
George Wood, November Term, 1815.
John C. Ten Eyck, May Term, 1838.
Garret S. Cannon, SeptemborTerm, 1839.
John L. N. Stratton, NovemberTerm, 1844.
Charles P. Stratton, November Term, 1854.
Mahlon Hutchinson, February Term, 1854.
Frederick Voorhees,June Term, 1862.
Henry Moffet, November Term, 1867.
CharlesE. Hendrickson, November Term, 1869.
James N. Stratton, June Term, 1871.
Charles Ewan Merritt, November Term, 1874.
Alfred Flanders, February Torm, 1875.
Walter A. Barrows, February Term, 1877.
Joseph H. Ga-kill, February Term, 1877.
Martin L. Haines, November Term, 1877.
Franklin B. Levis, February Term, 1881.
John C. Ten Eyck, June Term, 1881.
ATTORNEYS.
Abraham Brown, May Term, 1S02.
Garret D. Wall, May Term, 1804.
Charles Kinsey, November Term, 1804.
GeorgeWood, November Term, 1812.
Bowes Reed Brown, NovemberTerm, 1827.
William N. Wood, NovemberTerm, 1828.
Edward Wood, November Term, 1829.
John R. Slack, SeptemberTerm, 1830.
John C. Ten Eyck, May Term, 1835.
Craig Moflett, May Term, 1836.
Garret S. Cannon, SeptemberTerm, 1836.
John L. N. Stratton, SeptemberTerm, 1839.
Philip F. Slack, May Term, 1841.
James W. Wall, SeptemberTerm, 1841.
Mahlon Hutchinson, Jr., May Term, 1845.
Edgar N. Back, January Term, 1847.
Charles Ewan Merritt, OctoberTerm, 1850.
Franklin B. Levis, June Term, 1856.
Alden C. Scovel,November Term, 1856.
Philip S. Scovel,February Term, 1857.
Frederick Voorhees,Jnne Term, 1859.
W. Budd Deacon,June Term, 1859.
Caleb D. Shreve,NovemberTerm, 1861.
Walter S. Oliphant, June Term, 1862.
Anthony Woodward, June Term, 1862.
Benjamin D. Shreve, NovemberTerm, 18C2.
Henry Moffet,November Term, 1864.
Charles E. Hendrickson, NovemberTerm, 1866.
Edward D. Deacon,February Term, 1867.
GeorgeT. Werts, November Term, 1867.
James Newbold Stratton, Jnne Term, 1868.
Michael T. Newbold, June Term, 1868.
John P. Hutchinson, June Torm, 1872.
J. Turner Blakeley, June Torm, 1874.
John P. Lockwood, November Term, 1875.
Mark R. Sooy,February Torm, 1877.
Allen H. Gangewer,February Term, 1879.
William P. McMichael, Jr., June Term, 1879.
Jerome B. Grigg, June Term, 1880.
James P. Logan, June Term, 1880.
Charles 0. Black, June Term, 1881.
Howard Flanders, June Term, 1881.
Risdon B. Hankiuson, June Term, 1881.
Howard C. Levis, June Term, 1881.
Benjamin F. II. Shreve, Jnne Term, 1881.
Jacob C. Hendrickson, NovemberTerm, 1881.
Robert S. Gaskill, February Torm, 1882.
Samuel W. Belden, Juno Term, 1882.

CHAPTER

XII.

MEDICAL PROFESSION.

The Quakers, who were the early settlers of West
Jersey, brought in their company physicians of edu
cation, who came with their associates to settle the
To the latter
new lands and improve their fortunes.
purpose they gave themselves assiduously.
At this
period there were many doctors who took part in
public affairs and in land speculations.
As with the
clergy, who supplemented their revenues by practicing
medicine, so the doctors gave attention, as opportu
nities offered, to merchandise, farming, and other
remunerative pursuits.
In the most sparsely settled regions the sick were

Kalm, in his travels,
largely cared for by women.
published in 1748, says, " An old Swede remembered
that his mother cured many people of dropsy by a
decoction of the root of sassafras in water, but she
feet."
used at the same time to cup the patient on the
Even as late as 1796, Winterbottom, in his " History of
America,"
" It is remarkable that in Cape May
says,
County no regular

physician

has ever found support.

Medicine has been administered by women, except
in extraordinary cases." Smith, in his " History of
Jersey," p.
" Few physicians among
New
326, says,
us are eminent for their skill. Quacks abound like the
locusts in Egypt, and too many have recommended
themselves to a full practice and profitable subsist
ence.
This is the less to be wondered at, as the pro
fession is under no kind of regulation.
Any man at
his pleasure sets up for physician, apothecary, or
chirurgeon."

provinces,1

when corre
The early occupants of the
England,"
"
uni
sponding with their friends in Old
formly expressed their delight with the climate of
the country and its salubrity.
Notwithstanding their
confidence in the healthfulness of their new home,
they were not unmindful that sickness and plague
might visit them in judgment.
Towards the close
of the year 1680 the people were greatly alarmed by
the appearance of a " Dreadfull Coinett Starr, which
was visible in broad daylight, with a very fiery Tail
or Streamer."
It was accepted universally as an
omen of " Dreadfull Punishments."
Kalm, in his travels, published in 1748, says of Rac
coon (a settlement of Swedes in Gloucester County),
that the disease called by the English, fever and ague,

was more common than any other.
It prevailed the
last of August and continued till spring.
It raged
over a great part of the country during some years,
and in others " scarcely a single person was taken
ill." Its cause was deemed by the physicians to be
obscure.

By some it was charged to "the peculiar

1 This and tho following article are extracted mostly from " History
of Medicine in New Jersey, and of its Medical Men, from the Settlement
of the Province to a.d. 1800." By Stephen Wickes, A.M., M.D., New
ark, N. J. Martin R. Dennis & Co, 1879.

MEDICAL PROFESSION.

it

a

A

a

a

a

D

Zenger's

9,

is

the
New York, Feb.
1735-36,
" Throat Distemper. — We are in
formed that at Crosswicks [all the country for many
Weekly,

:

following notice

miles around at that time was called by that name],
in West Jersey, divers persons have died lately with
distemper in the throat, and that that Distemper
prevails there. We are therefore desired to publish
remedy,"
the following
etc.
In 1798 the yellow fever, which had appeared in

Philadelphia and New York in

1699, 1741, and 1762,
again visited those cities and other places in mortal
form and in extensive ravages, which continued dur
ing succession of years. It prevailed to some ex

tent on the shores of the Delaware in New Jersey,
origin.6
seemed to find its
Dr. Lummis, of
where
Woodbury, N. J., in a letter to a physician of Phila
1798, thus writes

:

delphia, Dec.

"...

visited several persons affectedwith the bilious yellow fever
who had no possible opportunity of deriving their diseasefrom any
foreign source.
have no hesitation in believing tlieir diseaseto
have been the offspring of local causes. The majority of these cases
have occurredin families liviug on farms situatedon the Jersey shoreof

...

the Delaware.

I

"The peculiar disposition of theseexhalations to producediseaseand
death was around early in the season,by the mortality whicii prevailed
amongthe fowls and cats in this neighborhood. am not alone iu hav
ing seen casesof yellow fever which cannotbe tracedto contagion,simi
lar factshaving beenwitnessedthis seasonby other physicians in various
parts of New Jersey."

a

Medical writers in New Jersey began their literary
efforts in the modest form of communications to the
journals of their day and by pamphlets containing
their observations upon particular forms of diseases.
practitioner of the
The Rev. Jonathan Dickinson,
Ibid.
Webster.
Rush's Inquiries.
Rush.
Webster on Pestilence.
Account of the Malignitnt Fever lately prevalent in the City of New
York, by James Hardie, A.M. New York, 1799.
4

1

1

Smith's nistory of New Jersey.

became epidemic.

the first forty cases none recovered. The disease
was infectious, but its spread was independent of that
element. It extended its ravages through Connec
In
ticut, and reached New York and New Jersey.

6

it

it

it

;

is

"In my grandfather's time the smallpox came,
come."
Then
and now in my time the smallpox has
stretching forth his hands towards the skies, said,
" It came from thence." To this the rest assented

It

3

;

ing reason: "The inhabitants drink great quantities
of punch and other strong liquors in summer when
very hot by that means the veins in the diaphragm
contract and the blood grows thick. . . . When the
people during the changeable weather are in the open
air they commonly get the disease."
One of the earliest pestilential diseases iu America
of which we have any record was the smallpox, which
wasted the Indians just before the landing of the Pil
grims at Plymouth. Some years after, in 1633,
was
again fatal among the Indians. Upon the permanent
settlement of West Jersey, in 1677, endeavors were
made to excite the hostility of the natives against the
English by insinuations that the latter sold them the
smallpox in their match-coats.
The distemper was
among them, and in a company who came together to
and its origin one of their chiefs said, —
consult about

Of

4,

1748,

and every week six or ten of the old people died."
It was so violent that those attacked seldom lived
more than two or three days
very few recovered.
it,"
The physicians did not know '' what to make of
nor how to treat it. As to its cause, an old English
surgeon, who lived then in Raccoon, gave the follow

period known in this country.

I

it it,

The foregoing observations are recorded by Peter
Kalm, a professor in the University of Arbo, in
Swedish Finland, who was sent by his government
to this and other countries to make scientific and
general observations in 1747-49. He further records
that pleurisy in Raccoon " is a disease which the
people are subject to." In 1728 it swept away many
at Penn's Neck. Almost all the Swedes there died
though they were not numerous.
of
"It rested,
were,"
as
till
and then " made dreadful havoc,

began

7

the morning before getting up, and three or four
times in the interval, drinking some warm liquid to
down,"
wash it
was a remedy much in use.

in the month of May, during
wet, cold
in New Hampshire
disease among
distemper,"
of
children called the "throat
most
malignant kind, and by far the most fatal at that
1735,

it

reasonable to think that this corrected the noxious
effluvia from putrefying substances."
"Brimstone
and vinegar every night upon going to bed and in

In

season,

I

plants, with which the woods were filled at the arrival
of the Europeans, but which the cattle have extir
pated. These occasioned a pleasant scent to rise in
the woods every morning and evening.
It is not un

catarrh appeared in 1647 over the whole country,
among horses in New England

and in 1767 diseases
Jersey.4
and New

a

the use of fruits, melons, etc. ; teas, rum, and other
ardent spirits, and " largely the loss of odoriferous

The winter of 1641 was very severe, and was fol
lowed by
The mortality on
very sickly summer.
the Delaware River among the settlers in West Jer
sey, who had recently emigrated from the New Haven
colony, was so great that
broke up the settlement.3

a

with,"

were affected every year. It
was most prevalent when the heat of the sun caused
evaporation and filled " the air with noxious vapors,"
Diet was also charged with causing the disease, in

ing water is met

The Europeans were, nevertheless, the instrumental
cause of the spread of smallpox and the venereal dis
eases among the native inhabitants of America.2

7 5 2

qualities of the air." Others, and the most of them,
asserted that it was generated by putrid and standing
water, as they observed that those residing " near
morasses and swamps, or where stagnant and stink

73
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J.,1
was the first to
healing art in Elizabethtown, N.
"
notice in printed form the character of the Throat
Distemper."
This notice is found in Zenger's Weekly
Journal, New York, Feb. 16, 1735-36. He wrote his
observations on the same disease in a letter to a
" Friend in Boston" in 1738-39. It was published in
pamphlet in 1740.
Dr. Wickes in his valuable book
" No reader of the paper will doubt that the dis
says,
ease which he describes was the diphtheria of our own
day."
Dr. Thomas Cadwalader, who resided near Trenton
Passion,"
and
1740, wrote an essay on the "Iliac
Gripes."
1745 on the West India "Dry
Princeton College, founded in 1746, graduated num
bers of American youth who became distinguished as
statesmen and learned in law, theology, and a limited
few in medicine.
A positive advance in medicine in
New Jersey may be dated from the French and In
dian war, 1758-66. The colonial physicians, who were
in
in

commissioned as surgeons and surgeon's mates, being
brought into association with the British officers, were
led to know their inferiority, and were stimulated to
improve their opportunities of practice and of inter
course with their more cultivated compeers.
The stimulus to medical progress incident to the
conquest of Canada was speedily followed in New

Jersey by a measure still more potent in its influence,
the organization in 1766 of a medical society for the
province.
This was the first society of the kind in
the colonies (though not the first association of Ameri
and the
can physicians for mutual improvement),
basis upon which it was founded is honorable to the
scientific, aims and high-toned ethical sentiments of
its founders.

District Medical Society. — Joseph Parrish,M.D.,
Address,"
deliv
of Philadelphia, in his " Historical
"
Semi-Centennial
Anniversary of the
ered at the

District Medical Society for the County of Burling
1879,"
" Address of
which, with the
ton, June 17,
Welcome,"
delivered by Dr. R. H. Page, of Colum
bus, was subsequently published in pamphlet with a
handsome engraving of the venerable
M.D., states,—

Charles

Ellis,

surgery1
in New
"Tho lnw regulating the practice of * physic and
Jersey at tho commencementof this century required that a license
should bo obtainedfrom the State Medical Society, whether the appli
cants had diplomas from medical schoolsor not, and imposed a penalty
of twenty-five dollars for every prescription given by n non-licentiate;

and unless such license was properly recorded,either in the officeof the
county clerk or of the chief justice of the State, no fees could bo le
gally demandedfor professionalBervicos.
"The year previous to the organization of the society (1828)an in
cident occurred which demonstratedthe efficiencyof this law, and led
to tho union of tho few physicians then in the county for their own
protection. The scenewas laid in the little town of Columbus, at that
time known as Black Horse. The parties immediately concernedwore
Dr. Asahel Page and Prince Murat, a relative"' (nephew) "of Joseph
Bonaparte, then residing as ex-king of Spain at his beautiful seatin
* A leading memberof tho Synod of New York, he " gave being and
shape to the deliberationsthat resulted in the creation of the College of
Jersey1'
New
(Princeton). Ho was chosen its first president; died Oct.
1747.
7,

Bordentown. Tho prince and the doctor were both fond of horses,and
each kept several trained for the course. They wcro to have a race
through the street of Culumbus,which had been well advertised. Tho
prize was to be one of the racers. The prince and the doctor appeared
in due time, and the race was accomplishedin the presenceof a goodly
crowd. The prince cameoff the winner, and demandedhis prize. Tho
doctor said there had been foul play and refusedto surrender his steed.
The prince was angrj', and declared in a menacing manner that he
would not pay the doctor's bill for professional services. Suit was
brought by the doctor to recoverthe amount of his bill. Tho Hon. Gar
rett D. Wall, late of this city, was one of the counselors. The casewas
tried, and the doctor non-suited, the evidencein the trial showing that,
though he had passedan examination and had receiveda license,he had
neglectedto comply with the provision of the law which required the
filing of his certificate in the office of the Chief Justice of the State.
Hence the loss of his case.
" The story of this race and trial createdconsiderableexcitement,and
the discovery waB made that there were but few authorized medical
licentiates in the county. Drs. Nathan W. Cole, of this city, and John
L. Stratton, of Mount Holly, were two of the number. There were,how
ever,three younger men,frcBh from the halls of the University of Penn
sylvania, with their diplomas,who took advantage of the occasionand
proceededimmediately to Freehold for the purpose of an examination
beforethe censors,which, having passed,certificateswerefurnished and
legally registered; so there was added to the list of regular licentiates
the names of Charles Ellis, of Burlington, Benjamin H. Stratton, of
Mount Holly, and John C. Davis, of Pemberton. These, with their
seniorsalready named,constituted the legal number for a district medi
cal society,and on the 30thof April, 1829,they met at tho houseof Grif
fith Owen, in Mount Holly, to consider the situation.
"At this meeting they agreed to ask the State Society for authority
to organize according to the provisions of the law. On the 12thof the
following month authority was formally granted,and in one week after,
being the 19th of May, these five gentlemen again met and took the
preliminary stepsthat were necessaryto effecttheir organization. They
agreedupon their officers,and appointed Drs. B. H. Stratton, Ellis, and
government,'
and to
Davis to 'draft rules and regulations for their
report on the third Tuesday of June, just fifty years ago this day.
" At that time they met at the house of Stacy B. Campion,in Mount
Holly, adopted their constitution, appendedtheir signatures,and each
paid two dollars into thetreasury ; the officersbeing Dr. Cole,president;
Dr. Ellis, secretary; and Dr. John L. Stratton, treasurer; the latter
being authorized to procure suitable books for the society.
"
Th£ businessdoneat tho meetings during the first ten years,asfar
as the minutes show,was chiefly to perfect tho organization and increase
the number of members. The society was never without funds to pay
the expenses of delegates to the State Medical Society,who were ap
pointed every year, and who never failed to go and report. There was
also money enough to pay for dinner and horse-feedon the days of meet
ings. Sometimesthe bills did not exceedthe sum of two or three dol
lars, and at tho November meeting, 1832,in a paroxysm of generosity,
it was resolvedthat at each stated meeting ' the tavern-keeper shall be
ensured a minimum considerationof five dollars, and that this amount
responsible.'
the funds of the societyshall be

"AU through the first decade it is evident that in whatever other
respectthe membersmay have differed,they were a positive unit in one
thing,— they meant to securethe co-operationof each other in counter
acting if not in suppressingcharlatanism. An article of the constitu
tion, the urgent call upou brother practitioners, and the publication of
the law on the subject furnish abundant ovidonceof this.
" Quackery, as understoodby this society,means all boastful preten
sions tu knowledge or skill that is not possessed,all undignified means
of attracting public attention or securing business; iu fact, every de
parture from the line of professionalprobity."

In matters that concern the public weal, such as
temperate living, sanitary reform, the care of the poor
and the insane, the society has always taken an active
part.

As early as 1831, Dr. William S. Coxe, of Burling
ton, introduced the following resolution :
" Resolved,That we are convinced that the use of distilled liquors as

a drink is always unnecessaryto persons in good health, and injurious
generally in proportion to the amount consumed; that they increasethe
liability to disease,and renderthem lessamenableto medicaltreatment;

MEDICAL PROFESSION.
that they are much less frequently indispensablein the practice of med
icine than has heretoforebeen supposed; and when the necessityoccui-s,
it has, in a majority of cases,originated in a pre-existing habit of using
them.
" Resolved,That we deem it our duty to discountenance,by precept
and example, the consumption of ardent spirits by men in health, and
to abstain from their exhibition as medicine when less dangerousstim
ulants can be conveniently substituted and may be expected to prove
equally efficacious."

This resolution was considered so important, in
volving such a wide scope of domestic and social
habits as well as of professional practice, that it was
laid over for six months. When the society met
again, however, Dr. Cole offered the following resolu
tion, which was adopted :
"Resolved, That the propositions submitted by Dr. Coxe at the la6t
meeting of this society for the considerationof its membersbe adopted,
and that we individually pledge ourselvesto use all proper influence in
the support and practice of temperatehabits."

The society thus committed itself over fifty years
ago on the great question which to-day, more perhaps
than any other, occupies the public mind.
It gave
utterance to no uncertain or indifferent statement, but
defined with distinct minuteness its position.
In 1848 the New Jersey Medical Reporter was organ
ized and conducted by one of the members, as the
first effort at medical journalism in the State. It soon
came into favorable notice, its subscription list in
creased rapidly, and, on the recommendation of the
society, the State Medical Society adopted it as the
medium for publishing its transactions, and as an in
dorsement of its authority furnished the imprint of
its seal for the title-page.
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have in their possession a number of articles which
were used by him in the practice of his profession.

John Gosling

probably came to America
of the signers of " The
Concessions and Agreements of the Proprietors, Free
1677.

prior to this date,

as he is one

holders, and Inhabitants of the Province of West
America,"
Jersey, in
dated March 3, 1676; but as
Burlington was not laid out till 1677, he could not
have resided there before the latter date.
As a citi
" merchant and
zen of Burlington, he is described as a
physician."
His birthplace is not known. He mar
ried Mary Budd, in 1685, and left one child, a boy,
named John.
Dr. Gosling also had business in Barbadoes, exe
cuted his will in 1685, and left for the island, where
he died, being buried in the Friends' burying-place.
The name was originally Jocelyn, an Anglo-Nor
man Christian

name.

Robert Diensdale

came to America with
William Penn in 1683.
He located a large tract
of land near Mount Holly, where he built a com
modious brick house and resided. Married, the sec
ond time, Sarah, daughter of Francis Collins. In
1688 he returned to England, and died there in 1718.
He was once imprisoned in England for practicing
medicine without a bishop's license.
He was also
the proprietor of some popular nostrums, and wrote a
" Robert Dirnsdale's
book with the following title :
Advice: How to use his medicine (in the several dis
tempers within mentioned), as also where they are
to be had, with their prices, which he chiefly designed
1683.

" To preservethe namesand to commemoratethe deedsof all worthy
for his old friends and acquaintances, who earnestly
physicians in the county of Burlington, New Jersey, since its first set
desired it of him before he left England, and to them
tlement,in the year one thousand six hundred and seventy-seven(1G77), they are
London : Printed and
chiefly commended.
and to continue a perpetual memorial of all who may hereafterconnect
Sold by John Bringhurst, at the sign of the Book
themselveswith our Society, have preparedthis book and dedicatedit

I

to the District Medical Society of the county as a token of fraternal
regard.
"Joseph Pabrish,
" Historian.

" Burlington, N. J., January

" For the facts connectedwith physicians previous to the year 1800,

I am chiefly indebted to the valuable work Jersey.'
of Dr. Wickes, entitled ' His
1677.

Daniel Wills,

"

a practitioner

in chemis

try, with a variety of medical books and surgical in
" Kent,"
struments, came to America in the ship
Chygoes
Island, on the Delaware River, in
landing at

now stands the city of Burlington. He
of the commissioners sent over by the Eng
lish proprietors with authority to purchase and settle
Under this grant they purchased and laid out
lands.
Of his birthplace there is
the city of Burlington.
no record, but that he was a man of considerable
attainments and of great industry and energy there is
He had business in Barbadoes,
abundant evidence.
and during a visit there he died on March 26, 1689,
and was buried in the burying-ground of the Society
of Friends, of which he was an accredited member.
There is no record of his age. His descendants, some
of whom are living at and near Rancocas, in this county,
1677, where

was>one

4to.

1684."

Hall, Mutton

Fbancois Gandonett, born in France in
in Bristol, Pa., and in Burlington, N. J.,
Died June 8, 1725 ;
and practiced his profession.
buried in the graveyard of St. James' Church, Bristol,
of which church he was a warden.
Samuel Mabmion, born in England, 1650,
1700.
came to America in 1700 ; lived first at New Castle,
Del., then in Philadelphia, and afterwards in Bur
lington, his daughter having married Col. Peter Bard
of the latter place. Died March 20, 1734, aged eighty
years. His remains and those of his wife and son-inlaw lie in the churchyard of St. Mary's, Burlington.
John Rodman, born in Barbadoes, May
1724.
14, 1679 ; twice married, — first wife, Margaret Ross ;
second, Mary, daughter of William Willett, of Flush
ing, L. I. ; lived for a time in Philadelphia, and also
in Boston, and about 1724 settled in Burlington and
1699.

1664 ; lived

, 1880.

tory of Medicine and Medical Men in New

Black birds, in Leaden

and Three

Market.

practiced

medicine.

An

active and useful member

of the Society of Friends ; a member of the board of
aldermen of the city, and in 1738 was a member of
His Majesty's Council for the province of New Jer
sey, which office he held until his death, July 13;
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Of

or death.

his

the first physician in

however, no record of his birth
marriage to the sister of Hon.

a

is,

is

Ebenezer Tucker, M.C, for whom the town
named,
there
however, evidence, but dates are wanting.
1745.
Thomas Shaw was
practicing physician
;

is

in Burlington in 1745
for how long before
not
He was a vestryman of St. Mary's Church
known.
at that time, and died in 1750.
Alexander Ross, born in Scotland, 1713,
1752.
graduated at the University of Edinburgh, and soon
after emigrated

to America.

Settled in Bristol, Pa.,

student of medicine under Dr. De
of that town. First practiced in Bur
a

and became

Normandie,
lington, and moved to Mount Holly in 1752.
He
had an extensive practice, and rode a black mare,
with saddle-bags stuffed with medicines.
He was
surgeon in the war of the Revolution. He died May
His widow mar
10, 1780, aged sixty-seven years.
ried Zachariah Rossel, of Mount Holly.
Alexander Moore, practiced in Borden
1755.

a

;

;

born 1712
died and was buried in Borden
town
town in 1781, having been engaged in practice during
his residence there, and being sixty-nine years old.
The following extract from the Chesterfield township
records shows that he was recognized as
worthy

physician:

"At

a

a

it

town-meeting held this 13th day
of October, 1755, at the house of Godfrey Beck, con
cerning one Mathias Ostendine, and by majority of
was
voats
Greed that the overseer of ye poor

Imploy Doctor Moor to Cure him the Best
manner he could, and to pay him out of The money
that
to be Raised for the yous of ye Poor."
is

should

1761.

Stacy Budd,

son of Thomas, born in 1740,

studied medicine under Dr. Alexander Ross, of Bur
lington, and his step-father, Dr. Thomas Say, of Phila
delphia.
In 1762 he married Sarah, daughter of J.

Munro, an extensive land-owner of Mount Holly.
Practiced one year in Moorestown, but returned again
a

to his former home, and remained there till his death,
Feb. 13, 1804. Being Friend, he was buried in the
graveyard of the society in Mount Holly.
He had

a

ten children, one of whom, Sarah, married Gen. Sam
uel Read, father of our late fellow-member, Dr. Zach
ariah Read.
Dr. Budd was highly esteemed as
physician, and was especially kind to the poor. His
rides towards the sea-coast extended as far as forty
miles.
Ralph Assheton, eldest son of Ralph As
1765.
sheton, Esq., and Susanna

Rodman,

his wife.

The

is

26, 1765
" To be sold at public vendue, on Thursday, the 24th of Octobernext,
betweenthe hours of three and five in the afternoon,on the premises,
a houseand lot of ground Bituated in Kingsbury, Nottingham Town
ship, Burlington County, on the public road between Trenton Bridge
and the Ferry, containing iu breadth 60 feet and in depth 181feet; the
House almost new. and neatly finished; the Lot inclosedwith a good
board fence; there is a good garden and well in the yard, and, on the
lot adjoining good new stable and coachhouse,belonging to the house.
The purchaser may have leaseof the lot on which the stable stands,
pay, viz. Thirty Shillings per annum. Half the purchase money to be
paid immediately, six months credit will be given for the remainder.
Any person inclining to purchasebeforethe day of sale, may know the
terms by applying to Dr. Ralph Asshetonon the premises
"N. B.— As the Doctor proposesreturning to Philadelphia in few
a

There

Penn, in whose letters reference
" Cousin Assheton."
The doctor
died 4th of January, 1774, and was probably buried
in family vault of Christ Church burying-ground,
Philadelphia. His house in this county was thus ad
vertised for sale in the Pennsylvania Gazette of Sept.
sometimes made to

weeks,he desiresthoseindebtedto make immediatepayments,and those
who have any demandsto bring iu their accountsfor settlement."

John Ross, son of Alexander, was born at
1766.
Mount Holly, March
1752, and was probably pre
pared for the practice of medicine by his father. The
war of the Revolution commencing, Dr. Ross at once
entered the service as captain in the Third New Jer
sey Regiment, his commission bearing date Feb.
In 1779 he was commissioned major of the
1776.

9,

Dr. Baker. Probably
is,

1745.

Tuckerton.

lated to William

Second Regiment, and was afterwards promoted to
brigade major and inspector of the Jersey Brigade.

He was wounded, but continued in the service till the
close of the war. He was also appointed lieutenantcolonel of militia, Second Regiment, Dec. 18, 1782.
During the administration of Washington, in 1792,
he received the appointment
of inspector of the
revenue for Burlington County, N. J. He was
member of the Society of the Cincinnati from its

a

to Joseph Brown for ye trouble he had with a man
who dyed at his house."

was among the most prominent and influential of the
colonial aristocracy of Pennsylvania. They were re

organization.
1771.
Jonathan Smith came to America with
four brothers and one sister from Yorkshire, England.
Settled in Burlington, and engaged in the practice of

The. date of his settlement
medicine.
not known,
but that he died in 1772
evident from the following
notice in the Pennsylvania Packet and General Adver
tiser in March of that year
" Last Wednesday, departed this life, after tedious
illness, at Burlington, Dr. Jonathan Smith, a gentle
man descended from one of the most respectable
a

the old town

ship book of Chesterfield there occurs the following
" At a township-meeting in
item :
1738, 4 shillings to
Mr. Brown for ye cure of a poor woman ; £1 Is. 8d.

is

and doctor of

families in this province, and much esteemed
singular benevolence and humanity."

for his

1771.
Jonathan Odell, son of Jonathan and
Temperance Odell, of Connecticut Farms, was born in
Newark, N. J., Sept. 25, 1737; graduated at Princeton

College, 1754; educated for
physician, and after
wards served as surgeon in the British army.
While
a

In

is

inn-keeper

unknown.

:

; birthplace

a

Joseph Brown,

2,

1738.

Bordentown

doctor was probably born in Philadelphia, and was
between twenty-eight and twenty-nine years of age
when he practiced in Burlington County.
The family

:

in Burlington thirty-two

a

a practitioner

a

He was

1756.

years.

:
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" Know though, oh stranger to the fame
Of this much-loved, much-honoredname
For none who knew him, need be told
A wanner heart death ne'er madecold.
" In memory of Rebecca Lawyer, wife of Doct. Daniel Budd, who
departedthis life January 9th, 1824,aged 71 years."

Daniel Bancroft

a

a

a

a

people.

He died April 17, 1823, aged about sixty-two years,
and his remains were buried in the Friends' burialplace at Mansfield.

1784.
Daniel De Benneville descended from
George de Benneville, a French nobleman of Nor
His father, George, was left au or-.
mandy, France.
phan in early life, and was committed to the care of
Queen Annie, who had charge of the first eleven
years of his boyhood.
In 1745 he came to America,

is

a

residing at Olney, Bucks Co., Pa., where was colony
of Huguenots. Dr. Daniel, his son, was born at Olney,
Nov. 12, 1753. After receiving an education under
the care of his father, he began the study of medicine,
but the date of his entering upon its practice
not

He joined the army as junior surgeon of
the flying 'hospital, and on July
1781, as surgeon.
of the Thirteenth Regiment of Infantry, Continental
army.
He was remarkable for his skill as surgeon,
and distinguished for his warm-hearted sympathy for
known.

the sick

and wounded.

In

personal

appearance he

Andrew Jackson, whose friend he was.
After the war he married Elizabeth Coats, and settled in
His marriage union
Moorestown, Burlington County.
resembled

was unhappy, and he failed to secure the respect of
At the age of seventy-five, he died
the community.
at his brother's house, and was buried in the family
graveyard.

Samuel Treat was born Jan. 13, 1739,
1786.
and married Agnes Hollingshead, Oct. 13, 1774.
He
" served as an apprentice to Dr. John Redman, of

is

a

ticed

1782 he settled

in Burlington from 1786 to 1795; built the
house now occupied by the family of the late Wil
liam R. Allen removed to Oxford, N. Y., to spend
;

In

physician and
where he became distinguished as
large and profitable practice, and
very large share of the confidence of the
possessing

surgeon, acquiring

a

a

suspected spy.

his native land he had studied medicine, and was
near the time of his graduation, and medical men be
ing in demand he was detailed to surgeon's duty in the
medical staff of the Duke de Laugan, in which ser
vice he continued until the end of the war.
to settle in America, he procured a
Determining
" Military Discharge" by the payment of three hun
dred pounds, and immediately devoted himself to the
pursuit of his profession in civil life.
He first settled
in Burlington, where he married Sarah Smith, but
soon after removed to Columbus, in the same county,

Philadelphia, for nearly four years, during which
time he was constantly employed in the practice of
surgery,"
physic and
for which he received
cer
still preserved by
tificate, the original of which
his descendants, bearing date Sept. 12, 1765.
Prac

He remained for time in
in Wilmipgton, Del.,
where he was engaged with his brother in commercial
dinner
pursuits.
He died of apoplexy while at
John
of
Phil
of
Vaughn,
Esq.,
residence
at
the
party
adelphia, in 1796.
fined as

Burlington.

During the Revolutionary war »he came to America
with his corps. Previous to entering the service in

a

2,

;

was born in Westfield,
appeared before the Council of
1746
Mass., Nov.
Safety in New Jersey, April 22, 1777, took the re
quired oath, and was dismissed.
He had been con
1777.

he entered the French military service as
volunteer,
sergeant in
corps of grenadiers.
and was appointed

a

" In Memory of Doct. Daniel Budd, who died March 15th Anno
Domini 1815,aged 64 years.
" His languishing head is at rest
Its aching and thinking
o'er
His still immovablebreast
Is heaved with affliction no more.

was
the age of eighteen

a

it

:

is

a

a

is

a

it,

colonial troops occupied
and sought refuge in New
York, then held by the British. While in Burlington,
in 1776, he was ordered to confine himself on parole
to the east side of the Delaware, within
circuit of
eight miles of the court-house of Burlington. At the
close of the war he settled in the province of New
Brunswick, where he occupied influential civil posi
tions, and afterwards moved to New York.
He died
at Frederickton, New Brunswick, Nov. 25, 1818, aged
eighty-one years. He wrote political poetry with
of1
his effusions were published.
ease, and some
1772.
Daniel Budd, son of David, was educated
at Princeton, but did not take the honors of the col
lege.
He studied medicine in Philadelphia, and
believed graduated at the University of Edinburgh.
Returning to this country, practiced medicine in
Pemberton and Mount Holly, and became
member
of- the State
He afterwards removed
Society in 1772.
to the State of New York.
During the Revolution
he joined the Continental army as surgeon.
He was
at the crossing of the Delaware and at Valley Forge.
Was for some time a prisoner in the camp of the
British and Indians. The doctor was exceedingly
popular as
physician, and the life of convivial
society. He died of disease of the liver at Schoharie,
in New York, and the monumental inscription in the
as follows
Lutheran churchyard of that town

At

3,

member of the State Medical Society in 1774, and also
a member of the American Philosophical Society.
Being a Tory, he escaped from Burlington when the

John Baptiste Carone Brognard

a

Church, in Burlington, 1771, and May 6, 1772, married
Ann De Cou, of Burlington. He resided there nine
years, and his salary as a minister being insufficient
for his support, he added to the duties of the pastorate
those of a practicing physician.
He was elected a

1783.

born about 1761 in France.

a

stationed in the West Indies he left the army and
studied for the ministry in England, and was ordained
as a priest in 1767.
Stationed as rector of St. Mary's

77
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the remnant
and died

of his days with a married

April

daughter,

9, 1814.

Medical certificate to Mr. Samuel Treat,

1765 :

" Philadelphia.
" This is to certify to all w.homit may concern that Mr. S;iml. Treat
hath servedas an apprentice to me for nearly four years, during which
time he was constantly employed in the practice of Physic and Surgery,
under my care, not only in my private business,but in the Pennsylvania
Hospital, in which character he always behavedwith great Fidelity and
Industry. In testimony of which
have hereunto set my hand this
first day of September,One thousandSeven hundred and Sixty-five.
" John Redman."

the inhabitants being engaged in cod-fishing on the
banks of Newfoundland in the summer, and in the
winter going to school or making shoes and furniture.
This place is now quite a summer resort, and is down

in the guide-books

as Manchester-by-the-Sea.

I

" We, whose names are underwritten, do cprtify that Mr. Samuel
Treat hath diligently attendedthe practice of Physic and Surgery in
the Pennsylvania Hospital for several years.
"Thomas Cadwaladek.
"Phineas Bond.
"Tho Bond.
" Wm.^Shippen.
"0. Evans." •

" This is to Ceitify that Samuel Treat hath attendeda courseof Ana
tomical Lectures with the greatest diligence and assiduity.
" Wm. Shippen, Jr."
1786.

John H. Stokes was

Burlington County, in

born at Moorestown,

preliminary education
good; commenced medical studies with Dr. Thomas
Park, of Philadelphia, and attended lectures at the
University of Pennsylvania ; licensed to practice in
New Jersey in 1786 ; settled in his native town, and con
tinued his professional pursuits in the same place
during the remainder of his life. He was a thorough
physician for the time in which he lived, a courteous,
Christian gentleman, and for thirty years held the con
He died at
fidence and affection of the community.
the age of fifty-two, October, 1817. He early adopted
Jenner's discovery of vaccination, and to prove to the
incredulous his faith in its prophylactic power, after
obtaining vaccine pustule on the person of his own
infant daughter, he exposed her to the smallpox by
placing her in bed with a patient infected with the
disease.

1764 ;

Edward Taylor,

born in Upper Freehold,
graduated at Prince
1762,
May
Monmouth County,
27,
ton in 1783 ; studied medicine with Dr. James Newell,
of Monmouth, and finishedhisstudiesatthe University
of Pennsylvania, graduating in 1786. He commenced
the practice at Pemberton ; joined the State Medical
1786.

Society in 1787. He was a man of culture and refine
He
ment, quick perception and sound judgment.
did not remain long at Pemberton, preferring his
native home, where he remained a useful and honor
able Christian gentleman till the close of his life, on
the 2d of May, 1835.

A. W. Taylor, M.D., the son of Rev. Rufus Taylor
and Esther W. Taylor, was born in Shrewsbury, Mon
mouth Co., N. J., on March 31, 1845, this place
being on the stage-route from New York to Long
Branch via steamers from New York to Red Bank,

this being at that time the only public way of reach
ing Long -Branch, which is now the objective-point
of several railway and steamboat lines.
About 1852 he moved to Manchester, Mass., a little
village on Cape Ann, then small and unimportant,

In
there

1858 he moved to

prepared

Hightstown, N.

for Princeton College

J.,

and was

by the late

Charles A. Walters, entering that institution in the
second session of the freshman year, in the spring of
1863, graduating in the summer of, and in the class
His college course was not marked by any
of, 1866.
special incidents more than usually happen to collegiates.

After graduating at Princeton, he taught a public
school in Harmony District, Monmouth County, and
afterwards a select school in Oxford, Chester Co., Pa.,
and many of his former pupils now fill positions of
honor and trust in public life. The Oxford school
was given up to return to Princeton and enter as a
medical student the office of James H. Wickoff, M.D.,
the leading physician of the place, by whom he was
prepared for further medical study in the Medical
Department of the University of Pennsylvania, then

located where the new post-office building now stands,
at Ninth and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia.
He was selected by a majority of his classmates as
president of. the class, and in this capacity had much

to do with class politics (the only time he ever entered
the political -arena, and then without his knowledge
or consent).
As president he had the perfect confi
dence of hia class, and smoothed

the various

differ-
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ences between class parties, and was selected as pre
sentation orator to deliver on commencement-day at
the Academy of Music to the trustees of the univer
sity a portrait in oil by Waugh of Prof. H. H. Smith,
and which now hangs

in the University Museum,

by the side of those of the many eminent men who
had filled the professor's chair.
After graduating, in a few weeks' time he located in
Beverly, Burlington Co., N. J., in the spring of 1871,
and soon acquired

a good practice,

and there he

remains.

By the death and removal of others he is now the
oldest resident M.D. in the place, and may honestly
claim that title so honored by the public, " The old
doctor." His practice is good and
paying, and having
gained forty pounds in flesh since coming to Beverly,
he feels that he can recommend the town for its
healthfulness.
He has been president of the Burlington County
Medical Society, is now its secretary, and also the
secretary of the Beverly board of trade, the medical
member of the board of health, senior warden of the
Masonic lodge, and has also a well-established and
widely-known
drug-store, and is medical examiner
for several life insurance companies.
Iu 1873 he married Emma L., daughter of Theodore
C. Herbert, United States navy.
They have been
blessed with four children (all boys), two of whom
live, and two have passed over to the better land.
David Greenman was licensed to practice
1787.

medicine in New Jersey in 1787, and was admitted to
membership in the State Society the same year. All
that is known of him is that he died of yellow fever
in Burlington ; and as the first epidemic of the fever
occurred in 1793, the presumption is that the doctor
was young when he died and left no family or pro
fessional record.
1787.

Lewis Morgan

was born about the year

He was admitted to
practice in 1787, and that year joined the State Med
ical Society.
He first settled in Somerset County and
then in Burlington, where it is supposed he remained
1757, but where is not known.

until about the year 1803, when he moved to Rail
way and remained until his death, on Jan. 12, 1821,
in the sixty-fourth year of his age. The following
anecdote is told of him :
" For a short time there was a Dr. Rodgers in the
town, who was a competitor in practice, whom Dr.
Morgan very much disliked.
During a freshet in the
Delaware, Dr. Rodgers attempted to cross the bridge
Not
at the creek, which was overflowed with water.
being aware that the centre of the bridge was gone,
The
horse, sulky, rider and all went in together.
horse was used to swimming, and the doctor held his
place in the sulky, heading his horse down stream.
The whole town gathered on the bank to see the doc
Among the spectators was Dr. Morgan,
tor drown.
who, seeing the situation, ordered his horse and sulky
About
nd followed the river road to see the result.
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a mile below, Dr. Rodgers brought his horse to the
bank, and came out sitting in his sulky all right. His
horse was very much exhausted and he was very wet.

Dr. Morgan, pitying his condition, invited him to sit
on the foot-rest of his sulky, that he might take him
home quickly, as his horse was fresh. Rodgers re
had a
plied, 'No, sir;
hard ride, but I'll go
back the way
came before I'll sit at your feet.' "
1787.
John A. De Normandie was born at Bris

I

I

tol, Pa., July, 1713.
By a long line of ancestors he
belonged to the "high nobility of France." He re
moved to Burlington about 1787.
He wrote a history
of his travels and a history of the origin and progress

of the political dissensions of Geneva, from whence
his ancestors had emigrated to America.
He was a
man of learning and science, was a member of the
American Philosophical Society of Philadelphia in
1768.
He wrote two papers, which were published in
the transactions of the society, entitled "An Analysis
of the Chalybeate Water of Bristol, Pa."

Before the Burlington Society for the Promotion of
Agriculture and Domestic Manufactures, of which he
was president, he read a paper entitled " Hints for
Paris." He
Ascertaining the Properties of Plaster of
read an address before the American Museum of 1792
(title not known), and was a prominent member of the
New Jersey Medical Society, to which he was elected
in 1790.
The family of Bords, of Burlington, with which he
was intimately related, having removed to Hyde Park,
N. Y., Dr. De Normandie retired from active life,
and died in the hospitable home of the Bords at the
age of ninety, after ten years of imbecility.
Benjamin Say Budd, son of Stacy Budd,
1787.
of Mount Holly, was born Jan. 26, 1769. Studied
medicine»with his uncle, Dr. 'Benjamin Say, of Phila
delphia.
Entered into partnership with his father
at Mount Holly, and enjoyed a large and excellent
His manners were
practice, and was very popular.
gentle and attractive, and his personal appearance
His hair was worn long behind and held
up by a comb. He was genial and fond of a joke.

striking.

Died Nov.

9, 1833.

William McIlvaine

was born in Phila
At sixteen years of age he
delphia, July 18, 1750.
was sent to Scotland to perfect his education, and re
ceived his medical degree at the University of Edin
1787.

burgh.

Returning to America, settled in Bristol, Pa.,
After some years he removed to Phila
delphia, where he practiced medicine until 1793, and
on the appearance of the yellow fever in that year
he sent his family to Burlington for refuge, while he,
true to his calling, remained at his post of duty.
He
contracted the fever in Philadelphia, was nursed by
a faithful black servant, and recovered without his
family knowing of his illness. He then joined them
in Burlington, and became a practitioner there for
the remainder of his life.
In 1794 he was elected a trustee of Burlington
about 1773.
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Academy.
During the war of the Revolution he was
surgeon in Col. Read's regiment.
His portrait was
taken at Burlington in 1798, and is said to be an ad
mirable likeness, and is preserved with others in the

library of the New England Historico-Genealogical
He died at Burlington, Sept. 16,

Society in Boston.
1806.
1795.

Edward Shippen

in Philadelphia.

was born Dec. 11, 1758,

Studied medicine with Dr. Bond,
and afterwards completed his studies in London and

Paris. In 1795 he removed to Burlington and entered
into partnership with Dr. Mcllvaine, his brother-inlaw.
He was a large man, with a hearty manner,
fond of horses and agriculture, and had an excellent
practice.
A picture of him, taken in London as a
student, represented him as a handsome youth with
powdered hair, lilac-colored
coat, and gold-laced
died
Oct.
waistcoat.
He
22, 1809.
suddenly
1796.

John Blackwood

was born

July

28, 1772,

at Blackwoodtown, Gloucester Co., N. J. Commenced
practice in Haddonfield, his father giving a horse
and sulky and bidding him seek his fortune. He was
successful, and left quite a fortune for the time in

which he lived. He removed to Mount Holly in
In
1796, and lived there the remainder of his life.
addition to his professional duties, he served as post
master of Mount Holly, and was also judge of the
Orphans'
Court
Court of Common Pleas and of the
Holly.
He was buried in the Friends'
at Mount
burying-ground adjoining his residence.
1797.

Ephraim Standish Sawyee

was born in

Educated at Harvard ; mar
Massachusetts in 1774.
ried in 1797. Settled first at Absecom, Atlantic Co.,
Burlington Co.,
but soon removed to Tuckerton,
where he spent the remainder of his life. Practiced
about thirty years, and died in the fifty-fifth year of
his age, Oct. 11, 1829.
widow lived until 1857,
eightieth year.
1806.

Buried at Tuckerton.
His
and departed this life in her

Samuel Tucker, son of the Hon. Ebenezer

M.C, of

Tuckerton, was born at Tuckerton,
Burlington County.
There are no records of his
birth, studies, or death. He was reputed to have
Tucker,

been an imposing, handsome man of popular man
ners, who did a good practice in Burlington, and was
The name of Samuel
cotemporary with Dr. Cole.
Tucker, of New Jersey, is found in the catalogue of
the alumni of the Medical Department of the Uni

versity of Pennsylvania as having graduated in 1806,
have placed that date with the
and for this reason
"
name. The title of his thesis is Medical Effect of
Diseases."

I

Bodily Labor in Chronic

son of Dr. John Brogintelligent
physician, and
nard, of Columbus, was an
author of some published medical essays. He did not
attend to much practice, and became insane early in
He died young.
life.
Nathan W. Cole's name stands first on the
1829.
roll of members of the County Medical Society, and
1814.

Francis Brognard,

was one of the original charter members.
He came
to Burlington as a young man, and was employed as
a teacher in the academy, which stood on the site
He studied
now occupied by St. Mary's Church.
medicine, probably without a private preceptor, and
attended lectures at the University of Pennsylvania,
but did not graduate there. At that period it was re
quired of every one desiring to practice medicine in
New Jersey to obtain a license from the State Medi
cal Society, for which a fee was required, and hence
many did not obtain a degree from the university on
account of the additional expense. Dr. Cole, having
been for some years recognized as a respectable prac
titioner of Burlington, was granted a complimentary
degree by the faculty of the university in the year
1829.

practice

He remained in Burlington, and did
during the remainder of his life.

probable

that

he commenced

practice

a large

It

is

somewhere

At

the May meeting of the society in
the first address that was formally
presented at any of its meetings, the subject being
" The Importance of Medical Science." He was ap
pointed delegate to attend the American Medical As
sociation in 1846, having also served for several years
about 1803.

1832 he delivered

as censor

for this district.

John Leake Stratton,

the second of the
charter members, was an exemplary and useful mem
ber of the society, and a prominent and influential
practitioner of the county.
He was born in Deerfield, Cumberland
His
Co., N. J., Feb. 23, 1777.
father was a farmer of moderate means, and could do
no more for his four sons than give them such an
1800.

education as the country at that time afforded. John
managed to obtain a fair English education, and
also some knowledge of Latin. He commenced study

L.

ing medicine on the 12th of May, 1797, under the
preceptorship of his cousin, Dr. James Stratton, of
Swedesboro', Gloucester Co., N.
He attended
the required courses of lectures at the University of

J.

and on the 17th of March, 1800, was
Pennsylvania,
licensed to practice in the State, and on the 17th of
the following month settled in Mount Holly, where

Dr. Stacy Budd and his son, Benjamin Say Budd,
were both engaged in practice.
On May 5, 1803, he
married Ann, daughter of Dr. James Stratton, and
had two children, Benjamin Harris and James, the
latter of whom died at an early age.
His wife died
in 1810. In 1816 he married Ann, daughter of Dan
iel Newbold, the issue of which marriage was James
N. L., now the senior member of the Burlington
County bar, and an able lawyer.
Having become discouraged in Mount Holly, he
moved to Burlington on the 27th of November, 1806,

and formed a partnership with Dr. A. W. Cole, but
returned to Mount Holly again on the 27th of Au
gust, 1807, where he continued to practice until his

death, Aug. 18, 1845.
By a note in his journal it
appears that he drove to New Brunswick in
June,
1808, to attend a meeting of the State Medical So-

,,
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ciety, at which there were present twenty-five mem
bers. He was elected treasurer of the County Society
at its first meeting in 1829, and was re-elected each
year until failing health induced him to withdraw

The last meeting of which there
He
is a record of his re-election was in May, 1840.
was one of the censors appointed by the State Society
for this district in 1830.

from active service.

Benjamin Harris Stratton, son of John
1827.
L. by his second marriage, was born in Mount Holly,
N. J., Feb. 6, 1804. He was prepared for college,
and entered at Princeton as a student, graduating
from there (the College of New Jersey) in 1823.
He
studied medicine with' his father, and graduated at
The subject
the University of Pennsylvania in 1827.
of his thesis was one of which he frequently spoke at
"
the meetings of the society, viz. : Puerperal Convul
sions,"
and in the management of which he was re
puted to be very successful.
He practiced in part
nership with his father during the life of the latter.
He was one of a committee to draft the first constitu
tion of the County Society in 1829, being one of the
charter members, and was also one of the board of
censors for this district, with his father.
The minutes do not inform us when the elder Dr.
Stratton retired

from the treasurership,

or when the

son was first elected treasurer, as there seems to have

an intermission of several years, during which
At the annual meeting
no records were preserved.
in 1848, Dr. B. H. Stratton was elected treasurer,
though it is probable that he was elected at an earlier
been

He served as treasurer until July 14, 1874,
when the following preamble and resolution were
unanimously passed :

date.

" Wltereae,Our venerable and respected member, Dr. B. H. Stratton,
who participated in the formation of this societyin 1829,and who has
servedas its treasurer thirty-oue years,feels sorely the annoyanceof his
official duties; therefore
" Resolved,That he be hereby elected an honorary memberof this
vacant."
society,aud that the officeof treasurer be thereby declared
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educated at the Burlington Academy, and commenced
the study of medicine in the office of Dr. A. W. Cole

in

1825.

He attended three courses of medical lectures at
the University of Pennsylvania, taking his degree in
the year 1828. Thesubjectof his thesis was "Bubono
cele,"

for the concise and comprehensivestyle of whicii
he was complimented by Professor Gibson, who occu
pied the surgical chair. Dr. Ellis was first married,

March

Elizabeth Lloyd, who died Feb. 9,
He was married a second time, July 14, 1869,
to Elizabeth Biles, of Burlington, and both he and
his estimable wife are living at this date, 1879.
Dr.
Ellis was one of the five charter members, and was
the first secretary of the society, which office he held
for ten consecutive years. He also belonged to the
first board of censors for this district, and was fre
16, 1830, to

1868.

quently appointed as delegate to the State Society.
He retired from active practice about the year
and, enjoying a competency, has since that
not been so frequent in attending the meet
ings of the society, in which he has for many years
held an honorary membership, and has always been
esteemed
for his modest dignity of deportment to
1845,

period

At the semi-centennial
wards his medical brethren.
anniversary of the society, held in Burlington, June
17, 1879, he was chosen to preside at the public meet
ing, which he did with acceptance to the society, and
to the assembly of citizens who favored the society
with their presence on the occasion. At that time

the society presented him with a handsomely en
grossed and framed certificate in commemoration of
his services to the society, and as a token of their
As an evidence of his appreci
esteem and regard.
ation of this sincere expression of respect from the

society, he immediately caused the certificate to be
placed in a conspicuous position in his own parlor.
As a further evidence of regard by his professional
his picture was handsomely phototyped,
associates,
" His
and placed as a frontispiece in the published
Address" which was delivered at the semi
only
were
the
torical
Strattons
two
the
Up to this date
centennial celebration, copies of which were distrib
treasurers of the society.
appear
of
Dr.
uted not only to the members of the society and
to be any evidence
There does not
was
that
he
but
invited guests but to numerous citizens.
essays,
publishing
or
Stratton writing
prac
1826. John Cox Davis was the son of Dr. Davis,
a careful clinical observer, a safe and successful
profession
of Cranberry, of this State. But little is known of
titioner, and an enthusiastic devotee of his
the family beyond the following facts:
His professional brethren
there can be no doubt.

and the people among whom he labored unite in bear
He was married in May, 1830,
ing this testimony.
daughter of Sam
at Georgetown, D. C, to Emeline,
two daughters —
Lydia
left
He
Whitall.
N.
uel and
Anna, wife of Charics A. Kingsbury, a dentist of
Philadelphia, and Mary Virginia Mano. His widow
still survives and resides at Mount Holly.
Charles Ellis was born in Burlington on
1828.

His father was Charles
the 27th of September, 1801.
merchant of Bur
successful
prominent
and
Ellis, a
for
his integrity and
esteemed
highly
was
who
lington,
The son, Dr. Charles, was
high business qualities.
6

The elder Dr. Davis had a handsome estate in
Cranberry, where he lived and practiced medicine.
He was married clandestinely to Miss Coxe, of Bur
lington township.
The issue from this marriage were
of whom, except John, moved
all
several children,

to the State of New York, near Cooperstown, where
was located a portion of the estate.
Dr. John settled in Pemberton soon after his grad
He was a private student of Dr.
uation, in 1826.

Joseph Parrish, of Philadelphia, and was regarded
He wrote a
as an acute observer and good student.
" Ophthalmia." He was never married. His
thesis on
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habits were free and convivial, and though be suc
ceeded in obtaining a fair share of practice, his mode
of life was not calculated to insure the permanent

of the eoirjmunity, and bis career was
closed very early in his professional life.
William Smith Coxe, eldest son of William
Coxe and Rachel (Smith), born at Burlington, April
Educated at Princeton College, studied
16, 1790.
medicine in Philadelphia under Dr. Philip Syng
Physick, and graduated M.D. at the University of
Pennsylvania in the year 1811.
Whether he settled in Burlington immediately is
not known, but he was elected a member of the
County Society in 1830. On the day of his election
he offered a resolution requiring a circular letter to
be addressed to every physician in the county, inform
ing of the provisions of the law regulating the prac
tice of physic and surgery in the State, and urging
confidence

compliance

therewith.

It

was adopted.

offered the following resolutions,
quent meeting were adopted :

which

In

1831 he

at a subse

" Resolved,That we are convinced that the use of distilled liquors as
a drink is always unnecessaryto persons in good health, and injurious
generally in proporlinn to the amount consumed; that they iifcrease
the liability to d'seaseB,and render them lessamenableto medical treat
ment ; that they are much less frequently indispensablein the practice
of medicine than has heretofore beensupposed,and when the necessity
occurs it has, in the majority of rases,originated in a pre-existing habit
of using them,
"Resolved,That we deem it our duty to discountenance,by precept
and example,the consumption of ardent spiiits by men in health, and
to abstain from their exhibition as medicinewhen less dangerousstim
ulants can be conveniently substituted,and may be expected to prove
equally efficacious."

He was active in measures to perfect the organiza
tion of the society, and served on a committee to revise
the Constitution in 1832. He was one of the delegates
in the same year to the State Society, and served as
His
the first vice-president of the society (county).
appear

"Vitality,"

a
the subject of his thesis being
subject with which he was supposed to be practically
1827,

and personally familiar, as he was evidently a man of
unusual bodily vigor and activity. He settled in
Columbus, in this county, and commenced practice
immediately

after

his

graduation.

He joined the

County Society in 1830, and continued a member
He was a dele
during his residence at Columbus.
gate to the State Society in 1832, but does not seem to
have been a very active member. He read a paper on

one occasion, the singular title of which must even at
that day have awakened the curiosity of his asso
ciates, to wit : "Onthe application of similar medi
cines to similar tissues, be they located externally or
internally."
When and where he died is not known.
Joseph H. Stokes was born June, 1808, at Morristowh, N. J. His father, Dr. John Stokes, died in
1817, but under the excellent care of a judicious
mother he early developed strong traits of character.
He received his preliminary education at Samuel
Gummere's school in Burlington, which at that time
was a noted seat of learning.
After finishing his
course, he spent two years in Marshall's drug-store
in Philadelphia before entering the office of Dr. J. J.
Spencer
He afterwards en
as( a medical student.
tered the University of Pennsylvania,
and in due
time graduated.
He commenced practice among his
father's old constituency, beginning a career of suc
cessful labor which was kept up unremittingly for
thirty-five years, doing in that time an immense
amount of practice, and at the same time exhibiting
good business qualifications, which enabled him to
acquire a handsome fortune.
He was for many years
a director of the State Bank of Camden.
In February, 1872, he died at the age of sixty-three
years.

Charles Feancis Lott

was born at Princeton,
He was educated in New Brunswick,
and studied medicine with Dr. Moses Scott.
He at
tended medical lectures in Philadelphia two or three

J.,

on the minutes after 1832.
Before removing to Burlington, after his graduation,
he practiced for a few years in Philadelphia. He

N.

returned

winters, and obtained his diploma as a physician and
surgeon in 1803, and settled at New Mills (now Pem
berton) about 1806 or 1807, and pursued the practice

name

does not

to Philadelphia in 1832, and died there in

1837.

Rockefeller Daekin came from Ohio about the
year 1825.
Before leaving home it is said that he
read medicine for one year in the office of a private
preceptor.
Of his 'parentage and birth nothing is

He entered Philadelphia
known by the historian.
of cattle, assisting in
with
a
drove
from the West
driving them all the way from Ohio. It is believed
that he selected that method of reaching Philadelphia

for economical reasons, as there is no evidence that he
was engaged in the business of cattle-raising at home,
or that he had any pecuniary interest in the drove.
He was a singular genius. Soon after reaching Phila
delphia he presented himself as a medical student to
Dr. Joseph Parrish, of that city, telling his story of
travel as a drover, much to the entertainment of his
selected preceptor.

He graduated at the University of Pennsylvania

in

in 1781.

-of medicine in Burlington County for more than
thirty years. He served as assistant surgeon, with
rank of captain, in Maj. Reed's regiment of New Jer
sey militia during the war of 1812, and was honor
ably discharged.
He married Edith Newbold Lamb,
daughter of Jacob Lamb, of Burlington
County, in
Eight children were born to them, six sons
1809.

and two daughters.
His practice was quite exten
sive, and embraced the different furnaces in Speed
well, Hanover, and Batsto, also the county almshouse
for many years. In 1835 he removed to Trenton,
Mercer

County,

where he remained two years. In
with his family to the West, set
tling in the city of St. Louis, Mo., where he prac
ticed for several years. He then returned East and
lived for a time in Philadelphia, where he married
1837 he emigrated
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the second time, a widow, Mrs. Bula, in 1848. Soon
after his marriage he removed to Bethlehem, Pa.,
a daughter,
Annie, was born.
Removing
thence he went to Quakertown, Bucks Co., Pa., where
he purchased property and made a permanent home.

where

He was a temperate man in every respect, and en
joyed excellent health until a year before his death.
He died of paralysis, July 8, 1866, in the sixty-sixth
year of his age, and was buried in the Moravian Cem
etery at Bethlehem, Pa.
Andrews Eckard Budd was born at Wood
His father and mother
bury, N. J., July 18, 1816.
were natives of Prussia, and came to America when
quite young and settled in New Jersey. He attended
the High School at Woodbury, and was instructed in
Latin by Rev. Mr. Blythe, then pastor of the Presby
terian Church of that place.
At the age of eighteen he commenced teaching
school at his native place, prosecuting studies in
higher English, Mathematics,
and Latin.
At the
age of twenty-one he placed himself under the in
structions of Dr. Egbert, of Manayunk, Pa., as pre
ceptor in the study of medicine, and after attending
two full courses of lectures at the University of Penn
sylvania, he graduated in the spring of 1842, the
" Prolapsus Uteri." On the
title of his thesis being
23d of April, 1842, he began the practice of medicine
in Vincentown, Burlington Co., and remained there
From thence he
about two years and eight months.
removed to Medford (same county), and followed his

profession

eighteen

years.

In

1863

he removed to

the county-seat.

Dec. 22, 1858, he
Mount Holly,
married Harriet Louisa Payson, daughter of Asa
Payson, of Woodstock, Conn., and had two children.
J. W. C. Evans was born in Philadelphia in 1809,
.where he resided and was educated during the early
part of his life.
He read medicine with Professor
John Eberle, of Jefferson Medical College, and at
tended

lectures

and

graduated

at that

institution

Some time after he located at Pem
berton, N. J., where he practiced his profession.
In 1839 he married Martha D. Gibbs, daughter of
Joseph Gibbs, who resided near Pemberton.
Dr.

March

29, 1829.

Evans served in the House of Assembly four terms
(from 1845 to 1848) ; was elected Speaker in 1847.
On Thursday, March 20, 1845, he made one of the
most able speeches ever delivered in the House on
the Lunatic Asylum bill. He occupied an important
position in the Treasury Department at Washing
ton, which he held for about eight years before his
death, which occurred June 5, 1860, and was buried
Friends' burial-ground at the Mount Holly
in the
near Pemberton, otherwise
Meeting-House,
" Lower Springfield Meeting-House."

called

Dr. Alexander Elwell, son of Charles and
Phoebe Bishop Elwell, was born at Pittsgrove, Salem
He was educated at the
Co., N. J., Aug. 22, 1824.
" Bridgeton High School" at Bridgeton, N. J., and at
Pennington Seminary, Pennington, N.

J.
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He began the study of medicine Dec. 19, 1843, with
R. Clement, M.D., as preceptor. Matricu
lated at the University of Pennsylvania the following
October, and received the degree of Doctor of Medi
cine April 7, 1847, the subject of his thesis "Mental
Precocity."
Thomas

In

1847

he located at Vincentown, this county,
to practice.
He married Lydia

where he continues

B.
in
of
in

Rogers, of Mount Holly, Feb. 12, 1851. Published
New Jersey Medical Reporter, vol. vi. p. 169, a case
Vagina;"
"Occlusion of the
also "What is It?"

He has had
Country Practitioner, vol. i. p. 169.
dropsy,"
"
among other notable cases one of ovarian
from which he drew at twenty-six tappings (covering
a period of six years) one hogshead, one barrel, six
teen gallons, and three quarts

(actual measurement)

He also had a case of " cancer of
pylorus,"
stomach and
both of which were published
in the New Jersey Medical Reporter. He has operated
five times for "strangulated hernia." Removed from
of a viscid fluid.

of a man at post-mortem a stone re
sembling in all particulars a peach-blow potato, even
in color, indentations, etc., weighing one-half pound
It is now (1882) in possession of
minus half-drachm.

the bladder

Dr. Thomas Morton, of Philadelphia.
Dr. Richard H. Page, son of Thomas and Eliza

beth Page, was born Sept. 28, 1828, at Cross-Roads,
Burlington Co., N. J. Was educated at Pennington

Seminary, Pennington, N. J., and studied medicine
under Dr. A. E. Budd, of Mount Holly, and Dr.
Samuel G. Morton, of Philadelphia; graduated at the
University of Pennsylvania in 1850, subject of thesis
"Menstruation." A few months after graduation he
located at Columbus, this county, where he has since
On
resided following the practice of his profession.
the 6th of March, 1856, he married Elizabeth F.,
only daughter of Moses AVills, of Columbus. They
have had four children, — one son and three daughters.
In 1851 he became a member of the Burlington
County Medical Society, and served as delegate to the
Society and the North American
State Medical
He has during his career per
Medical Association.
operations
incident to a country
formed the usual
practice, one of them amputation, and several of them
operations for strangulated hernia,

William L. Martin

was born at West

Marl

borough, Chester Co., Pa. His parents, Thomas and
Esther L. Martin, were natives of Chester County,
whose ancestors were members of the Society of
Friends, and emigrated to this country from the Brit
ish Isles during the period of our colonial history.

William L. attended school near his father's house
until his fourteenth year, when he was sent to Unionville Academy, Chester County. Leaving this insti
tution he returned home, and disliking a farmer's
occupation
life, he engaged in teaching school. This
not proving congenial, he placed himself under the
instruction of Dr. Andrew Murphey, who practiced
some ten miles distant, agreeing to pay, in addition
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to his board, fifty dollars annually for the use of the
He was afforded unusual facilities for study
ing at the bedside of the sick, having the attendance
upon the poor of the neighborhood assigned him by
office.

the doctor.
No drug-store being near at hand, Dr.
Murphey compounded and dispensed his own medi
cines, and young Martin had the additional advan
tage of assisting at this work.
fall he
The following
College,'
matriculated
at Jefferson Medical
and at

In the spring of
tended three courses of lectures.
1852, after having studied nearly four years, he grad
uated.
After receiving his diploma he rode through Penn

and Maryland seeking a place to
April 26, 1852, he came to Rancocas, Burling
locate.
ton County, where he has since remained and practiced
medicine.
Soon after his arrival he obtained a cer

sylvania,

Delaware,

tificate from the State Medical Society, and in 1853
joined the Burlington County Medical Society. In
1862 he married Lucy, daughter of Ezra and Phebe
Haines, of Rancocas.
Tracy E. Waller was born Aug. 28, 1816, at
Windsor, his father being an officer in the English
army, and connected with a family of great antiquity
in England ; his mother was the
and distinction
daughter

of Col. John Franklin, a noted historian
of Wyoming, Pa., and she a heroine described in
Charles Miner's famous book.
After practicing some years in Philadelphia, he
moved to Florence, this county, in 1856, and re
mained there until 1861-62. In 1865 he removed
back to Philadelphia, and remained there four years.
In 1866 or 1867 the faculty of "Jefferson" had
nearly completed arrangements for his occupancy of
a chair iu that college, which he frustrated by some
act of his own.
Later he returned to Florence, and remained there
until 1872, when he again removed to Philadelphia
and practiced one year. He then located at Colum
bus, practicing at Columbus, Beverly, and Burlington.
He resided at Columbus for several years. During
the war he served as a surgeon United States Volun

He
teers, unattached, in the West and Southwest.
enjoyed a high reputation for his skill and success
in the treatment of cases in this State, but it was in

Philadelphia that he effected some remarkable cures
and acquired higher rank than in Burlington County.

was a man of considerable
note among his fellow-men, some of his articles and
treatises being well received in England. He had
fine poetical talents, and many of his efforts in this
line as well as miscellaneous prose compositions se

As a medical writer, he

cured recognition on account of J.heir literary excel
He died at Linwood, Pa., Nov. 20, 1872.
lence.
Theophilus Townsend Price was born May 21,
1828, on the family estate at Town Bank, on the shore
of Delaware Bay, in Cape May County. He was the
seventh son of John and Kezia Price, and the great
grandchild of William Price, who was captain in the

service of the colonies during the Revolutionary war.
Theophilus received his early education at the com
mon school ; later he attended the Cold Spring Acad
He began the study of
emy, since discontinued.
medicine in 1850 with Dr. V. M. D. Marcy, of Cold
Spring, which he pursued three years, graduating
after attending two full courses of lectures in the
Pennsylvania
Medical College; thesis, "Animal

Heat."

In April, 1853, he located at Tuckerton,
Burlington County, and commenced the practice of
medicine.
In November, 1854, he married Eliza
Pharo, youngest daughter of Timothy Pharo, of
Tuckerton.

In July,

1863, he offered his services to

the government as volunteer surgeon, and was as
signed to duty at Chestnut Hill Hospital. In 1868
he was elected to the New Jersey Legislature.
In
1870 he was instrumental with others in building the
Tuckerton Railroad, and has held the position of di
rector and secretary of the company since, and for
several years was local treasurer.
He was also one
of the directors of the Medford Bank for many years.
In 1867 he was baptized at Tuckerton, and became a
member of the Baptist Church at Cape Island, N. J.
In 1877 he wrote a history of the New Jersey coast,
which was published during the same year. July,

1879, he received from Sherman the appointment of
surgeon of the marine hospital service at Tuckerton,
which position he still holds. He is also a member

of the Historical Society of New Jersey.
Eugene Schumo, son of Thomas and Rebecca
Powell Schumo, was born in Woodbury, N. J., and
graduated at the Pennsylvania Medical College in
Subject of thesis, "Alcohol."
1859.
His medical
preceptor was Professor D. Gilbert. He commenced
practice in Philadelphia, where he remained for about
six months; removed thence to Mount Holly, N. J. ;
was commissioned assistant surgeon Second Regiment

New Jersey Volunteers, and served as such ; removed
to Newton, N. J., and from thence to Layton, N. J.,
where he still resides, following his practice.
Lewis P. Jemison, A.M., was born near Princeton,
N. J., June 10, 1832. His father, Isaiah Jemison, a
farmer, and his mother, Elizabeth (Major) Jemison,
were both natives of New Jersey. His early education
was received at the select school of George W. Schank
in Princeton.
Entered College of New Jersey at
Princeton in 1849, and graduated in 1853.
After leaving college he became principal of the
public school in Princeton one year. The two follow
ing years had charge of the classical department of
the Haverstraw Mountain Institute at Haverstraw,
Rockland Co., N. Y. Afterward studied medicine in
the office of Prof. J. Stillwell Schank, LL.D., now
Professor of Chemistry in the College of New Jersey
at Princeton.
Attended the regular courses of lec
tures in the University of Pennsylvania, and received
his diploma in 1858; subject of thesis, "Irritable
Uterus." He then
located at Hightstown, N. J., re
maining there for two years.
In 1860 removed to

MEDICAL PROFESSION.
Bordentown, N. J., where he has since resided and
followed the practice of his profession.

He has been a member of the Burlington Medical
Society since 1864, and was its president during 1870.
Is United States examining surgeon for applicants
for pensions.
He has been twice married.
His first wife was
Martha D. Allison, of New York, whom he married
in 1859; she died April 4, 1860.
In January, 1863,
he married Rebecca S. Wrag, of Philadelphia, Pa.
Stanley G. Clark was born near the city of
Kingston, in the province of Ontario. His father was
William H. Clark, a general merchant, holding one
or two local offices under the Canadian government,
such as colonel of militia, postmaster, issuer of mar
riage licenses, coroner, etc.
Stanley G. was educated
at Newburgh Academy, in said province, and at the
age of twenty-two, on his return to Canada after a
year's residence in San Francisco, Cal., commenced
the study of medicine under Dr. John Grant, at
present (1880) surgeon to St. Mary's Hospital, Vir
ginia City, Nev.
After due course of study he grad

uated at the University of the City of New York in
Diagnosis."
1868; subject of thesis, "Medical

During the late Rebellion, while still a student, he
was afforded special opportunity for study, dissection,
etc., while in charge of one of the wards of Quarter
master's Hospital at Washington, D. C, going thence
to North Carolina, where he acted for a few months
as clerk in Quartermaster's Department.
Shortly after obtaining his diploma he married a
Miss French, of Burlington County, and located at
Tuckerton, where he remained for about three years,
and again went to California, and practiced medicine
for one year at San Pablo, twelve miles from San
Francisco, where he remained for a short time. Hav

ing left his wife East, he returned to Tuckerton, N.

J.,

and again resumed his practice, and is now one of
the prominent physicians of the southern part of the
county.

was born at Locust Shade, near Medford, N.

J.,

Nov.

28, 1842 ; was educated at Westtown Boarding-School

J. Gummere's school, in Burlington,
N. J. ; commenced the study of medicine at the age
of eighteen, under his uncle, Dr. Henry P. Ely, a
skillful physician of Medford, and graduated at the
University of Pennsylvania in March, 1863, at the
age of twenty years and four months; subject of thesis,
" Typhoid Pneumonia ;" was elected the
following
and at Samuel

month one of the resident physicians to the Philadel
phia Hospital for one year. After leaving the hospital
he immediately commenced the practice of medicine
with his uncle, Dr. Ely, in Medford, where he has since
remained, continuing in partnership with Dr. Ely
until the death of the latter, Jan. 9, 1873.
In 1870 he married Jennetta E., daughter of John

R. Johnson, of Germantown.

Daniel

G.

Van Mater,

son of Gilbert

H.

and

Sarah H. Van Mater, was born at Holmdel, Mon
mouth Co., N. J., June 27, 1852 ; was educated at
Glenwood Institute, Mattawan, Monmouth Co., N. J.;
and Rutgers College, New Brunswick, N. J.
He
His medical preceptor was J. G. Shackleton.
graduated at Bellevue Hospital Medical College, New
"Gangrene," —
and set
1875, — subject,

York City, in

tled at Columbus, Burlington Co., N. J.
William C. Paery was born at Warminster, Bucks
Co., Pa., May 17, 1849. He received a common-school

Friends'
education in the neighborhood, and attended
Central School, at Fifteenth and Race Streets, Phila
delphia, and attended lectures at Jefferson Medical
College, and graduated in March, 1872, and com
menced the practice of medicine at Eddington, Bucks
Co., Pa., where he remained three years; removed
thence to Mount Holly, this county, where he still
resides, following his profession.

William

H. Shepp, son of David and Catherine;
William was born
of Pennsylvania.
natives
Shepp,
in Philadelphia, Aug. 20, 1850; was educated in the
public and private schools of that city. In 1871 he

Chaeles Adams Baeker, only son of Charles M.
and Lydia A. Barker, was born Nov. 5, 1847, at Phila
delphia, Pa. His early education was received in the
public and private schools of Philadelphia. After two

removed to Bordentown, N. J. In the spring of 1871
he commenced the study of medicine under the.
directions of Dr. H. H. Longstreet, of Bordentown,:
and in the fall of the same year entered the Univer-,

years of private

sity of Pennsylvania, graduating from that institution
March, 1878; subject of thesis, "The Therapeutic
Globulus." Immediately after
of Eucalyptus

study and apprenticeship in a retail
drug-store, matriculated at Jefferson Medical College,
of Henry
Philadelphia, under the preceptorship
He graduated in March, 1867 ; subject
Geiger, M.D.
of thesis, " Emetics." After graduating he practiced

for a time at South Camden, N. J. ; removed from
there to Philadelphia. In 1872 he moved to Florence,
Burlington Co., N. J., and succeeded Dr. Tracy E.

Waller.
Early in

Burlington, N. J., and
months'
succeeded Dr. D. B. Vanslyke. After five
Philadelphia.
again
sojourn in Burlington,
moved to
In August,
Late in 1876 he returned to Florence.
Joseph Co., Ind.
St.
Woodland,
to
removed
1879,
Josiah Reeve, son of Josiah R. and Maria S. Reeve,
1876 he removed to

value
graduating became associated with his preceptor, Dr.
Longstreet, in practice at Bordentown, N. J.
Francis Ashhurst, fifth son of Lewis R. and Mary

He
Ashhurst, born in Philadelphia, Jan. 5, 1844.
studied medicine with Dr. Joseph Carson, and grad
in March,
uated at the University of Pennsylvania
"Rubeola."
1867; subject of thesis,
In December, 1867, was elected one of the resident
physicians to the Episcopal Hospital at Philadelphia.

December, 1869, he married Sarah D., daughter of
William N. Lacey, and great-granddaughter of Gen.
John Lacey, of Burlington County. He removed to

In
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1874, and began the practice of
medicine ; was for three years previous demonstrator
of anatomy in Philadelphia School of Anatomy and
physician to the Lincoln Institution of that city.

Mount Holly, May,

" The Bio

The following sketch is abstracted from
Encyclopaedia of New Jersey of the Nine
Century,"

graphical
teenth

1877:

Joseph Parrish, M.D., of Burlington,

son of the

noted Dr. Joseph Parrish, of Philadelphia, was born
in that city in 1818. After receiving a liberal educa
tion he studied medicine at the University of Penn
He married Lydia
sylvania, and graduated in 1844.
Gaskill, the daughter of a leading citizen of Burling

ton, and began practice in that city. -Soon after he
started The New Jersey Medical Reporter, and so ably
did he conduct it that the journal attracted the atten
tion of the profession throughout the country, and the

New Jersey Medical Society recognized it as their or
gan.
The Reporter is still in existence, being pub
lished from Philadelphia. In 1853, Dr. Parrish was
waited upon by a committee of the faculty of the
Philadelphia College of Medicine, and invited to ac
cept the chair of obstetrics and diseases of women

At first

hesitating, he accepted the call
and removed to that city the following year. Under
the heavy claims of his professorship and a large pri
vate practice his health gave way. Resigning the
chair, he spent the winter in Alabama, and then sailed
and children.

for Europe.
He passed some time in -Rome, and paid
frequent visits to the hospitals and asylums, in the
management of one of which
inhumanity.

he observed a painful

Expostulating with
of the insane department of one of
these for the harshness and severity of their dis
cipline, he was referred to the prefect of charities,
and by him to the pope himself.
The doctor drew
carelessness and

the authorities

up an urgent appeal to His Holiness, which elicited
from the pope a reply to the effect that he " was
graciously indebted to the young American for his
and judicious interest."
Soon after a com

kindly

was appointed to examine the hospitals,
and as a consequence the glaring abuses of power
upon the helpless inmates of the asylums appealed
against by Dr. Parrish were entirely corrected.
mission

Upon his return to Philadelphia he was induced to
take charge of an institution for the training of idiots,
lately organized by Bishop Potter, and located in a
rented property at Germantown.
Under his able ad
ministration its value was speedily recognized by both
the people and the Legislature, and large private con
tributions and liberal appropriations followed.
The
Legislatures of New Jersey and Delaware and the

City Councils of Philadelphia, under his influence,
voted grants in consideration of the reception and
treatment of a given number of children from their
respective localities.
The institution having been removed to Media. and
firmly established, Dr. Parrish felt his services to be
demanded by his country, and in 1863 resigned his

charge. He at once entered the Sanitary Commission,
and was appointed an inspector of camps and hos
pitals around Washington ; was subsequently dele

gated to visit the principal towns of Pennsylvania,
hold public meetings, and organize aid societies, and
so successful was he that he was requested by the
board to visit the loyal Governors

and Legislatures,
and endeavor to unify and concentrate the work q{
Subse
this valuable auxiliary to the government.
quently, under authority of President Lincoln, he
made a tour of the numerous Union camps and hos
pitals of the South and West, and distributed with
great discretion the supplies of the people through

For months he
the authority of the government.
was at White House and City Point, distributing whole
cargoes of clothing, ice, and hospital stores. After
the close of the war, being strongly interested in the
condition of the newly-emancipated
slaves, he, ac
companied by his wife, made a tour of inspection of
schools throughout the Southern States in connection

with the Freedman's Commission.
Returning to
Philadelphia he turned his attention to a subject
which for many years had occupied his mind, the
nature and cure of inebriety. He organized the Penn
sylvania Sanitarium for the Cure of Inebriates, loca
ting it at Media, and becoming the president of the

In 1870 he called a convention of physicians
board.
interested in similar institutions to be held in New
York, and the American Association for the Cure of
Inebriates was then formed.
He is at present presi
dent of the association. In 1872 he and Dr. Dodge were
appointed to appear before a committee of the House
of Commons of England and give their experience
in the treatment of inebriety.
A full stenographic
report of their testimony was taken and published
by the British government, and the committee made
a unanimous report adopting the recommendations
of the delegates. Soon after his return from Eng
land he was appointed to negotiate a treaty with the

warlike Indians north

of Texas, but declined the
the request of the trustees of Mary
land Inebriate Asylum at Baltimore, he devoted a
part of his time to the management of that institution.
During all these years of active work he has not been
commission.

At

unmindful of the promulgation of his theory in a
wider sphere. By able contributions to the public
press and to the medical literature of the country he
has attracted large attention to the scientific treat
ment of idiocy and inebriety, and has secured for
himself the position of an authority on these subjects.

In October, 1875, he returned to Burlington, intend
ing to devote himself to medical literature, but he
rapidly fell into an extensive practice which he could
not well avoid.

Zachaeiah Read, M.D.— The

Read family are of
and Welsh extraction, the progenitor in this
country having been Joseph Read, who landed in
Philadelphia about 1732, where he studied, was made
Scotch

sergeant-at-law,

and having located in Burlington,
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subsequently removed to Mount Holly, N. J., where
he died in 1814.
His son, Gen. Samuel J., was born
in Mount Holly, was a prominent member of the legal

delphia, in 1875. Dr. Braddock the same year began
the practice of his profession at Medford, where, by
his skillful treatment of disease and ready diagnosis

fraternity of the county, and died in 1836 at the age
of sixty-five.
He was at the time of his death the
oldest representative of the bar.
His third son, Zachariah, was born Sept. 19, 1808,
in Mount Holly, where his early life was spent. He
pursuded his studies and graduated at Basking Ridge,
and subsequently entered the drug-store of Caleb Ash,
of Philadelphia. Having determined to adopt the
profession of medicine, he became a student in the
office of Dr. Joseph Parrish, Sr., and graduated from
the Medical Department of the University of Penn
sylvania in 1830.
He soon after established himself
in practice at Mount Holly, his native place, where he
continued his professional labors for a period of over

of

forty years.
Dr. Read was a member of the New Jersey State
Medical Society, and also of the medical society of
He was twice married, — first, to Miss
the county.

Martha C. Shairas, and a second time to Miss Eliza
beth G. Wurts. Two daughters survive the first, and
a son and daughter the second marriage.
Dr. Read attained a distinguished success in his
profession.
He was especially skillful in critical cases
of surgery, while his rapid and correct diagnosis and
general kindly bearing towards his patients made his
presence ever welcome in the sick chamber.

At a meeting of the District Medical Society of the
County of Burlington, at which Dr. Read was unable
from feeble health to be present, the following tribute
was paid to him : "Asa, cloud poised on the verge
of the horizon, balancing itself in the evening vapor,
unconsciously waits to be dispelled that the glory
behind it may become visible, so the flimsy shadows
that envelop the physical being of our friend, Dr.
Read, and conceal the nobleness and gentleness of his
real nature, are only lingering for

a space that they

may be scattered at last to reveal the true but hidden
man as he shall appear in the atmosphere of celestial
skies in the companionship of those who have gone
before."

Dr. Read was the first president of the Old Bene
ficial Society of Mount Holly, organized in 1838. He
was an active member of St. Andrew's Protestant
Episcopal Church, and for many years one of its
The death of Dr. Read occurred at his
Holly, on the 29th of July, 1879, in
Mount
in
home
the seventy-second year of his age.
Richard S. Beaddock, M.D., physician and sur
geon of Medford, Burlington Co., N. J., is son of
William, and grandson of William Braddock, and
vestrymen.

was born in Medford, Dec. 3, 1853.
His preparatory education was obtained at the Pen
nington Seminary, from which he was graduated in

He read medicine with Dr. N. Newlin Stokes,
of Moorestown, N. J., attended lectures, and was
graduated from the Jefferson Medical College, Phila
1872.

cases, he has the confidence of a large circle of
friends, and has there continued a successful practice
since. He takes special interest in surgery and gyne
cology, is a student of his profession, and well read
in the best medical literature of the day.

He was united in marriage in 1877 to Miss Emma
T. Antrim. Their only child is one son, R. Chelton
Braddock.

His father, second son of William Braddock, has
spent his entire life in Medford township, a farmer
and lumber merchant, married Mary J. Garwood, who
bore him eight children, as follows : Hannah G. (de
ceased), Mary Anna (deceased), Charles S. (deceased),
Emma J., wife of Samuel Stackhouse, Adelaide,
Clara, Dr. Richard S., and Lillian (deceased).

Joseph Warrington, M.D.,

a lineal descendant
from Henry Warrington, was born in Chester town
His boy
ship, Burlington Co., N. J., Sept. 1, 1805.
hood was spent on the farm of his father, and his
early education obtained in the Westfield common
Friends' boarding-school,
school, and the Westtown
where he was prepared, and for several terms there
after was a teacher. He read medicine with Dr.

J. Spencer, of Moorestown, N. J., attended
from
at the University of Pennsylvania,
which he was graduated in 1828, and at once settled
in the practice of his profession in Philadelphia. Dr.
Warrington's skillful treatment of disease, his quick
Jonathan
lectures

perception and ready and correct diagnosis of cases,
made his progress rapid to the front rank in the pro
fession in general practice; and he was so favorably
received, and his services so much in demand, that
after years of constant work bis overtaxed mind and
body demanded rest, and accordingly in 1854, upon
the advice of his medical counsel, he retired as far as
possible from professional duties, settled on his farm
in Chester, where until a few years since he engaged
in agricultural pursuits with all the energy and ability
that he had been accustomed to exercise in the prac

He largely gave up any kind of
tice of medicine.
settled in Moorestown, where he
and
business in 1875,
resides in 1882.

No more brilliant record of successful practice in
Warrington's
medicine can be noted than that of Dr.
in that city, and many of the institutions established
by him are still in existence to show his forethought,
his study of the public demand, and the influence
that he there exerted. He was one of the founders
of the Philadelphia County Medical Society, and of
Pennsyl
the State Medical Society of the State of
Philadelphia
and he was delegated by the
vania,

Medical Society one of its representatives to organize

the American Medical Association at a meeting called
City. He was an ac
for that purpose in New York

Philadelphia Medical Society,
tive member of the old
papers
important
at its meetings, among
and read
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which were one on "Csesarean
" Embryotomy,"

Section,"

and one on

of the Col
lege of Physicians of Philadelphia.
Dr. Warrington
was the founder of an obstetric institute in the city —
" Lying-in and Nurse Society" — in
now called the
and he is also a fellow

of which is located at Eleventh and
Cherry Streets, and he was one of the original char
Charity"
ter members of the Philadelphia " Lying-in
in 1832, in which he established a lectureship.
Inde
fatigable in his efforts, liberal with his means, talent,
and labor, Dr. Warrington had seemingly just reached
the pinnacle of fame in his profession when ill health,
caused by overwork both night and day, compelled
1839, the home

him to relinquish the labor he so much loved, and to
which he gave the vigor of his early manhood.
He was united in marriage, Oct. 23, 1833, to Mary
L., daughter of Lindzey and Beulah (Lippincott)

Nicholson.

She was born

Aug.

15,

1812.

Their

are Joseph, Mrs. Mary E. W. Stokes, Susan
Nicholson, and Anna Beulah Warrington. Mrs.

children

Warrington's maternal grandfather, John Lippin
cott, was a brother of Dr. Warrington's maternal
grandfather, Thomas Lippincott. The family of War

rington has been identified with the Society of Friends
since their first settlement in America.
Henry, son of
and Hannah Warrington, was born in England
1687, and came to Philadelphia in 1700, with his

John
in

sister and mother, both of whom remained there.
Henry subsequently settled in Chester township, New

Jersey, where he owned some four hundred acres of
land, which has been the family homestead since.
His first wife, Elizabeth Austin, whom he married in
him children, — Ruth, born in 1720; John,
May, 1723 ; and Thomas, in 1725. His second
wife, Elizabeth Bishop, whom he married in 1728,
bore him children, — Joseph and Benjamin (twins),

1719, bore
1722 ;

born in 1730; Sarah, 1732; Hannah, 1734; Rndell,
1742.'
Of the first
1737; Elizabeth, 1739 ; and Esther,
children, Thomas settled on Pensaukin Creek, and
the property has been in the hands of his descendants
since. Joseph was grandfather of Dr. Warrington ;
succeeded to the original homestead in Chester, where
He was born Feb. 20,
he spent his life a farmer.
1730,

and died

April

24,

1803.

His

wife, Rebecca

Walton, of Byberry, Pa., bore him children, — Benja
min, Henry, and three daughters who died young.

Benjamin, born April 28, 1774, resided on the home
stead most of his life, and died in Moorestown.
Henry,
father of Dr. Warrington, devoted his life to agricul

tural pursuits on a part of the homestead, and died
in 1851, aged seventy-four years. His wife, Anna,
daughter of Thomas Lippincott, died in 1846, aged
sixty-four years. Their children are Dr. Joseph, Re
becca, wife of George M. Haverstick, of Moorestown ;
Lydia, wife of Clarkson Sheppard, of Media, Pa., who
has spent most of his life a minister of the Society of
Friends at Greenwich, N. J. ; Seth, born Dec. 21, 1816,
a farmer on a part of the old homestead, retired and
resides in Moorestown ; Henry, deceased, and Anna

(twins), the latter the widow of Joseph Hooton, of
Moorestown;
William, died at the age of nineteen;
and Rachel, unmarried, died in 1860.
George Haines. — One Richard Haines, from
" Aynoe on ye Hill," England, left for the colonies of

America, in company with his wife Margaret, during
The voyage, which was
the years 1681 or 1682.
long and tedious, resulted in the death of Richard.
Joseph, the fifth son of Mr. and Mrs. Haines, was
The widow with her children
born in mid-ocean.
landed at Burlington, N. J., and subsequently mar
ried Henry Bircbam. John, the eldest child of Rich
ard Haines, had two years before sailed for America,
and was dwelling in a cave at Rancocas, on the Ran
cocas River.
He married Esther Bourton, and be
came the parent of fourteen children. Jonathan, the
third son, married Mary Matlack, to whom seven
Jonathan, the first child, mar
children were born.
ried Hannah Sharp, and was the grandfather of the
subject of this biographical sketch.
Among these six children was Nehemiah, the fifth
child and fourth son, who married Abigail, daughter
of Noah Haines and Hannah Thorn. Among their
eight children was George, the fifth son, whose birth
occurred June 13, 1798, nearly two miles north of the
village of Medford, on the farm originally purchased
by John Haines, and for which a deed has never since
George remained at the home of his
been given.
parents until a period following the death of his
father, and later became a member of the household
of Noah and Charles Haines, of Camden. At the
age of eighteen he entered the office of Dr. Parrish, of
Philadelphia, and began the study of medicine, hav
ing graduated in 1821 from the University of Penn
sylvania.
After two years spent in the hospitals of
Philadelphia he removed to Medford and began the
practice of his profession.
He was married on the 17th of February, 1825, to
Miss Sarah, daughter of Zebedee and Priscilla Moore
Wills. Their children were nine in number, the fol
lowing of whom survive : George, who married Mary,
daughter of James Gardner and his wife, Ann Powell
Gardner, and who are the parents of five children ;
Richard, whose wife was Sarah, daughter of Levi and
Mary Haines Troth, and who have two sons; Pru
dence E., who resides with her brother James, the
youngest of the family, at Medford.
Dr. Haines was for more than half a century a suc
cessful practitioner.
He was a member of the New
Jersey State Medical Society, and actively interested
in all matters pertaining to his profession.
He was a
man of poetic tastes, and himself a poet of no mean
ability. He was also a fluent speaker, and delivered
many discourses in the cause of temperance.
The
doctor was a member of the Upper Evesham
Monthly Meeting.
He was in politics a Republican,
but not an active politician. His death occurred in
April, 1877, in the seventy-ninth year of his age.
Franklin Gauntt. — Encouraged by extraor-
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MEDICAL PROFESSION.
dinary privileges as skilled artisans, the ancestors
of Peter Gauntt came from Ghent to Lincolnshire,
England. Peter and his wife Hannah, sore with op
pression and persecution in England, sought liberty
of conscience in the province of Massachusetts Bay
about 1650.
Hananiah and Israel, sons of Peter, cmbraced the Quaker faith, and with other co-religion
ists removed from Sandwich
and settled on Long
Island, and thence to Shrewsbury.
There the first
Quaker meeting in New Jersey was organized. Israel
settled on a large tract of land there. Hananiah
took up in 1685 a tract of five hundred acres in
Springfield, near Jobstown, which remained in the
family until the death of Mr. Gauntt (and is now the
property of the Lorillards), leaving a large family of
Descendants of these progenitors of the
children.
in
New
Jersey have been found patriotic and
family
representative in professional and business pursuits.
One Charles Gauntt served in the United States navy
with the rank of captain during the war of 1812, and
" Wasp" when it captured the British
was on the brig
"Frolic,"
which mounted four guns more. He
ship
in
South Pacific during the war for
served
the
also
the independence of the Spanish colonies, and in the
Grecian archipelago

against the Greek pirates.

sons, Charles Stockton Gauntt,
Gauntt, reside in Philadelphia.

His

M.D., and Ireland

The family of Gauntt have been inter
with the most prominent families in New

a doctress.

Jersey, and have been generally strict adherents to
the Quaker faith.
Uz Gauntt, grandfather of our subject, a direct de
scendant from Hananiah, in turn possessed the family
homestead in Springfield, where he spent his life. He

in 1790 Sarah, daughter of Benjamin Jones,
who bore him children, — Samuel, Benjamin, Israel,
Hannah, Elisha, Lewis, and Jefferson. Of these, Ben
jamin, father of Dr. Gauntt, resided in Burlington, was
most of his active life engaged in the stage business
married

York to Philadelphia, and from Burlington
Holly.
He died in 1864. His wife, Susan,
to Mount
daughter of John Stokes, of Rancocas, bore him chil
dren who survive, — Dr. Franklin, Capt. Charles Stokes,
of Burlington, assistant to the superintendent of trans
portation of the Pennsylvania Railroad ; Benjamin Uz,
a dentist in Philadelphia ; Nathan Cole, of Philadel
phia ; and Mrs. Ann Maria Reeves.
Dr. Franklin Gauntt, eldest son of Benjamin
Gauntt, was born in Burlington, N. J., July 19, 1823,
from New

where he received

an academical

Pennsylvania in

1847, and the same year received a
license to practice medicine from the State Medical
He began practice in Bur
Society of New Jersey.

lington, where he has continued uninterruptedly since.
Soon after he settled here, being invited by Bishop
Doane, he delivered a series of lectures on chemistry
in St. Mary's Hall, the course lasting three years.
These lectures had much to do in at once bringing
his name publicly and favorably before the people,
and in due course of time inducting him into a large
practice.

Upon their completion

Dr. Gauntt was

by the bishop, physician in Burlington
College at St. Mary's Hall.
Dr. Gauntt is a thorough student of the science,
theory, and practice of medicine and surgery, and
keeps in advance of the profession generally.
He is

appointed

an advocate of the prevention of disease by removing
the cause, and is constantly making researches in this

He has been identified with the State
Medical Society and the Burlington County Medical

direction.

Society since 1847, and officially connected with the
latter as president, vice-president, and secretary, be
fore which he has read the following valuable papers :
"Pulmonary Consumption is a Zymotic and Conta
gious Disease, the Germs and Predisposition
are
Transmissible"
(1872); "Miasmatic, Remittent, and
are the Results of Ferments pro
duced by the Sporules of Cryptogamise, and are
Preventable"
In the winter of 1869-70 he
(1878).
prepared and delivered a course of lectures on

Yellow Fevers

Another descendant, Elisha Gauntt, uncle of Dr.
Gauntt, born in 1800, was twice a member of the
Legislature, and resided on the old homestead. Ann
Gauntt, wife of Hananiah Gauntt, was a most distin
guished female Quaker minister in New Jersey, Long
Island, and Pennsylvania from 1728 to 1776, and also
married

89

education

during

his minority. He read medicine with Drs. Nathan
W. Cole and Joseph Parrish, of Burlington, attended
lectures, and was graduated at the University of

the

" Philosophy of Life"
Association"

before

the

"Reading-

of Burlington, illustrating his
ideas by specimens from the lowest to the highest in
For the depth of research, ability,
natural history.
and interest manifested in the discussion of these top
ics, and his advanced ideas in developing new thought,
Dr. Gauntt received favorable comment upon the
subject-matter of his papers and lectures from some
of the most learned men of the day. He ranks among
the most skillful surgeons in the State ; is surgeon of
Railroad Company located at Bur
the Pennsylvania
lington, and served conspicuously in that capacity
at the time of the memorable railroad disaster at
Burlington in 1855.
On Nov. 18, 1861, he was
appointed by Governor Olden surgeon Third Regi
ment Burlington Brigade Militia, and served in the
United States hospital at Beverly during the war.
Upon the invitation of Governor Parker, he en
tered his name for volunteer service in cases of emer
gency in the United States army, and had his first
call on June 1, 1864. He was appointed by Gov
ernor Randolph on June 14, 1870, major and
National Guards State
surgeon, Second Brigade
of New Jersey, and he was appointed lieutenant- col
onel, staff Second Brigade National Guards, Feb. 29,
Room

appointed
1876, by Governor Bedle, and he was also
by Governor McClellan a member of the State Board
of Health, State of New Jersey, June 28, 1880.
Dr. Gauntt has been identified with the city locally
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as city physician,

the only surviving charier member. He is known by
his medical associates as representative in his profes
sion, possessed of sterling integrity in all the rela
He has
and honorable.
tions of life, high-minded

the welfare of the city and the health and prosperity
of its citizensj was influential in establishing an ade
quate fire department, and obtaining the first hosecarriage and steam-engine for its use, and proper

always avoided display and ostentation, and has led
A man of fixed purpose and
a quiet and even life.
strong force of character, Dr. Ellis is not only repre
sentative in his profession but as a citizen of his na

member and president of the Com
mon Council for several years, and vestryman of St.
Mary's Church, of which he is the senior warden.
He has taken a deep interest in all that pertains to

at London, England, but home professional duties
prevented his attending, and in 1876 he was one of

He has been identified with the church of
tive city.
his ancestors nearly all his life (St. Mary's), and offi
cially connected with it for many years as warden
and vestryman, and he has been a supporter of the
Library Association and the other worthy objects of

the Democratic

the city.

drainage and water supply for the public health.
In 1880 he was chosen by the State Board of Health
a delegate to the International Medical Association,

Presidential

electors to cast his vote

J. Tilden.
Dr. Gauntt married in 1849, Mrs. Jane R. Moffett,
daughter of Samuel Allen, of Philadelphia.
Their
children are Elizabeth S., wife of Samuel E. Lippin
cott, Burlington ; Caroline G., wife of Samuel W.
Jones ; Franklin Allen and William Croswell Doane

at Trenton for Samuel

Gauntt.

Charles

Ellis,

Burlington in

M.D. — Rowland Ellis came to
England as

1714, being sent here from

a teacher by the "Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in Foreign Lands." He was assistant minister
and teacher under Rev. John Talbot, the first rector
of the Episcopal Church in Burlington, and his name
identified with the early history of the
He was clerk of the city
church, school, and city.
for forty years. His son Daniel was an influential
citizen, and spent his life mostly a public man of Bur

is closely

lington City and county ; was clerk of the city for
thirty-five years, surveyor, sheriff, and judge.
Charles, son of Daniel, also resided in Burlington
during his life, and although not identified publicly
so largely with its local affairs, he was a prominent
He was appointed Indian
and influential citizen.
Commissioner to treat with the Indians, and held
several public offices at home, being on several occa
sions a member of the board of chosen freeholders.
Two of his sons, Daniel H. and Jacob, are prominent
citizens of Freehold, N. J., where they have spent
most of their active lives.
The second son, Dr. Charles Ellis, subject of this
sketch, was born in Burlington, N. J., Sept. 27, 1801.
He was educated in the public schools of his native
city, read medicine with the eminent physician, Dr.
N. W. Cole, of Burlington, and attended lectures, and
was graduated at the University of Pennsylvania in
1827.
He practiced his profession in Burlington from
the time of his graduation until 1844, when on ac
count of the ill health of his wife he reluctantly re
tired from professional duty, and spent much time

His first wife, Elizabeth Loyd, died in 1868. His
second wife, whom he married in July, 1869, is Eliza
beth Anna, daughter of Belcher Byles, of Boston,
Mass., granddaughter of Dr. Mather Byles, who was
the son of the celebrated wit, Dr. Mather Byles, A.M.,
V.D.M., of that city. The latter was the son of Rev.
Josiah Byles, the progenitor of the family here from

England.

Rev. Josiah Byles married a daughter of Richard
Mather, the progenitor of the Mather family in Bos
ton, Mass.

Dr. Heney H. Longsteeet

was born in Mon
Jan. 11, 1819. His parents
were Hendrick and Mary (Holmes) Longstreet, both
natives of New Jersey, the former being through life
Dr. Longstreet
a successful and enterprising farmer.
received his earlier education at a select school in the
village of Middletown Point, now known as Mattawan, N. J., and finished his academic course at the
Having determined to
seminary at Lenox, Mass.
pursue the study of medicine, he became a student
under Dr. Robert W. Cooke, of Holmdel, and subse
quently enjoyed the same relation to that distin
guished physician and writer, Dr. John B. Beck, Pro
fessor of Materia Medica and Jurisprudence in the
College of Physicians and Surgeons of New York,
Jurisprudence"
and author of " Beck's Medical
and
other standard works.
At that institution Dr. Longstreet attended several courses of lectures, and in 1842
the degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred upon
him by the same.
He immediately located in the
pursuit of his profession at Bordentown,
where he
has since continued in uninterrupted
and successful
practice.
As a physician, he stands in the front rank
of his profession, and probably no other in the State
mouth

County,

N.

J.,

is more widely and favorably known.
In practice he
is the uncompromising
foe of everything
savoring of
empiricism, and devotes all of his energies toward the
elevation of the standard of his profession.

traveling and away from the city.
Dr. Ellis was one of the five charter members of
the District Medical Society for Burlington County,
founded on June 17, 1829, and was called to preside

Possessed of a well-stored and analytical mind, his
judgments are matured and generally correct, and his
advice and counsel are frequently sought after by his
professional friends and acquaintances.
With ample

over that body at its semi-centennial

facilities

meeting, held
at the city of Burlington, June 17, 1879, being then

for study, possessed of one of the largest and
best selected libraries in the State, he is at this period

.
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MEDICAL PROFESSION.
of his career a careful student of his profession, thor
oughly familiar with the most recent and most im

proved methods of. medical and surgical practice, and
in the enjoyment of a large and remunerative busi
ness.

His

reputation

is not

alone

confined to the

locality in which he has passed so many years of his
life, but extends into the adjoining counties and
States. He is a member of the American Medical
Association, of the State Medical Society, to which
he has often been a delegate, and of the District Med
ical Society of Burlington County, of which he has
served as president several terms.
He has been
closely identified with the growth and development
of Bordentown for over forty years, and is recognized
as one of its most active, public-spirited,
and valuable
citizens.
He is a director and president of the Bor
dentown Banking Company, a director of the Borden
town Gas Company, of the Water Company, and of
the Vincentown Marl Company.
He is also presi
dent of that useful and popular local institution, the
board of health.
A man of decided views upon every subject com
manding his attention, bold and fearless in the ex
pression of his opinions, he yet numbers among his
acquaintances many warm friends, to whom he is
thoroughly devoted, and who learn to appreciate the
real worth and character of the man. He lives in an
unostentatious and quiet way, contributing liberally
from the fortune which he has acquired by faithful
labor in his profession to the support of all worthy
objects. He takes a warm interest in local and na
tional politics, but avoids the acceptance of public
office.

He was married in 1848 to Hannah Ann Taylor, of
His present wife, to
New Jersey, who died in 1857.
whom he was united in 1869, is Elizabeth, daughter
of the late Joseph Newbold, an old merchant of
LongWrightstown, N. J. His son, Joseph Holmes
street, is engaged in the manufacture of electrical ap
paratus in New York City ; Miss Mary Longstreet,
daughter, resides at home.

a

Complete Roll of Members of the District Medi
County.— The members
cal Society of Burlington
organization
as follows :
were
of
at the date
John Leake Stratton,
1829. Nathan W. Cole,
Benjamin H. Strat
Charles Ellis, John Cox Davis,
ton.

The following is
since:

a

1830.William S. Cox.
Asahel 0. Page.
Rockefeller Dakin.
Hugh H. Higbee.
Samuel Woolston.
Charles Ridgway.
John H. Stokes.
Jonathan J. Spencer.
John Chapman.
Edward L. Dubarry.
1833. Charles F. Lott.
James P. Coleman.
Zachariah Read.

list of members who have joined
1836.John Perdue.
Alexander Brown.
1844.Joseph Parrish.
1845.Isaac S. Haines.
Andrew E. Budd.
1847.GeorgeS. Duer.
Job Haines.
Franklin Gauntt.
1848.Samuel C. Thornton.
John H. Stokes.
Joseph H. Cook.
H. H. Longstreet.

J.

W. C Evans.

1848.Aaron Reid.
Isaac P. Coleman.
Alexander Elwell.

91
1S58.GeorgeS. Shively.
1860.Eugene Schumo.
Abner Woodward.
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" the ills that human flesh is
sary to reach many of
to,"
heir
and accordingly turned his attention to
homoeopathy, giving it a candid, impartial examina
tion.
Here he found a wide and interesting field for
study, and became convinced of its superior theory,

practice, arid results, and that it is the system best
adapted to cure the maladies of mankind.
He there
fore continued to study and practice it in his own
After
family for several years with great success.
ward, at the solicitation and by the advice of many
of his friends, and especially of Dr. Bowman H.

N. J., he was induced to
Shivers, of Haddonfield,
enter the Philadelphia University of Medicine and
Surgery in 1864. In 1866 he was graduated from that

two pillars, each surmounted by a crown and having
a scroll on each pillar, with the words plus on one and
ultra on the other, between a crovyn resting on two
hemispheres resting on water bearing an inscription

around the edge, ultra que unum, with the letter M
between two stars.
mounted by the letter
H. B. Hall, M.D., homoeopathic physician of
Riverton, Burlington Co., N. J., was born in Bridgeton, N. J., March 12, 1851. His father, Ellis Bentley
Hall, born in Bucks County, Pa., April 8, 1816, was
graduated at Madison College, and ordained a minis-

institution, and was afterward

matriculated at and
Medical College of
from the Hahnemann
Philadelphia. He began the practice of his profes

graduated

sion in his native

place, removed to Haddonfield,
until 1875, when he
settled in Burlington, where he enjoys a large and in
creasing practice and the confidence of many of its

N.

J., in

1871, where he remained

representative families.

Dr. Shreve is a member of the American Institute
of Homoeopathy, of the New Jersey State Homoeo
pathic Society, and of the West Jersey District Ho
moeopathic Society.
He is recognized as a skillful
and
well
read
in his profession. His lib
physician,
eral views entertained towards those who differ with
him in the theory and practice of medicine, his care
of and devotion to his patients, and his safe and ju
dicious counsel have made him favorably known in
the profession, and given him rank among the first
practitioners of medicine in the county.
Caleb Shreve, the progenitor of the family in New
Jersey, came from England to Long Island in 1670,
thence to Shrewsbury, N. J., and afterwards settled
in Mansfield township, Burlington County, where the
home of the Shreves has been since, a period of two
hundred years. Caleb Shreve dated his will April 5,
Of his large
1735, at Mansfield, where he resided.
family of children, Caleb, fourth child, died in Spring
His son Caleb married Abi
field township in 1746.
gail Antrim, by whom he had children, and left a will
dated 1786.
His son Joseph married Sarah Taylor,
His son Samuel
and resided in Mansfield township.

Longwas father of Dr. Shreve, removed to Berlin or
acoming in 1816, to Evesham in 1839, and after a few
years returned to Berlin, where he died in 1869, and
was buried at Mount Laurel. His wife Ann, daughter
of Samuel and Elizabeth Haines, bore him children
who survive, — Martha N., wife of Ezra Stokes, of Ber
lin, Dr. Joseph, and Samuel H., a farmer of Evesham
Mount.
Dr. Shreve has in his possession a cane handed
down from one generation to another of the Joseph
Shreves, the original owner being Joseph, the son of
Caleb, the progenitor of the family.
The cane is made of white-oak, with a silver head
topped with a Spanish half-dollar dated 1742, with

ter of the Baptist Church, but owing to failing health
he was compelled to relinquish ministerial work, and
subsequently read medicine and was graduated at the
For a time afterwards
University of Pennsylvania.

he practiced his profession in Camden, N. J., as an
allopathic physician.
A student of his profession, he
read of and meditated upon the new theory and prac
tice of medicine then being developed and attracting
the attention of only a few of the more thoughtful
medical men of the day.
He accordingly took up
the study of homoeopathy, and was graduated in 1849
the'
from the Homoeopathic Medical College, being
first
regular graduated allopathic physician in the world
who had graduated in the new school of medicine.
Dr. Ellis Bentley Hall continued the practice of
medicine successfully until his death, which occurred
July 10, 1875, at Beverly, N. J. He was an active
politician, one of the prime movers in the anti-slavery
movement in New Jersey, and was often tendered po
litical place. Dr. Hall was an influential member of
the church, a supporter of all worthy objects, and
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one of the founders of the Classical and Scientific
Institute at Hightstown. His widow, formerly Han
nah L. Harris, survives and lives with her son, Dr.

H.

B. Hall, of Riverton.
Dr. H. B. Hall was educated at Freehold and Hights
town, N. J., read medicine with his father, and entered
the Homoeopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania in
the fall of 1866, from whicii he was graduated Feb. 27,
1869.
He began the practice of his profession in Bev
erly, N. J., the following March, where he remained
until 1871. For the following four years Dr. Hall trav
eled extensively and added much to his knowledge of
the theory and practice of medicine.
In 1875 he re
turned and settled at Riverton, where he was soon in
ducted into a large practice, which has rapidly in
creased since.
His acknowledged skill in physics and
surgery, his ready diagnosis of disease and care of his
patients have given him rank among the first physi
cians in the county.
He is a member of the West

Jersey Homoeopathic Society, a member of the society
of Odd-Fellows and Masons, and he is secretary of the
Building and Loan Association of Riverton.
He
married, in 1882, Rebecca, daughter of John Peoples,
of Wilmington, Del.

CHAPTER XIII.
THE PRESS OF BURLINGTON

The Burlington Gazette. — The Burlington Gazette
is justly entitled to be called the pioneer newspaper
of the city in which it is published and after which
it takes its name. Although several attempts were
made to establish a paper in Burlington previous to
the publication of the Gazette, none were successful.
In the early part of 1777, nearly a century after the
settlement of the town, the first newspaper was issued
in the place. It was called the New Jersey Gazette,
and was removed to Trenton after two or three num
bers had been published, and is now edited and

owned by Col. John L. Murphy.
The first number of the Burlington Gazette was is
sued Dec. 16, 1835, the publisher being Joseph L.

Powell, who came from Monmouth County to Bur
lington at an early age. He learned the art of print
ing under David Allinson, embarked in business and

carried on quite a large trade, employing several
Mr. Powell had been in business several
hands.
years when he began the publication of the Gazette.
David Allinson had-previously started a literary paper
called the Rural Visitor, which was short-lived and a

Dr. Hollemback, an old and welljourneyman printer working for
was
known citizen,
Powell, and was instrumental in its publication.
The office was in a building that stood on the west
side of High Street, where Union Street has since
In his first editorial Mr.
been opened through.

pecuniary

loss.

"

Powell used these words : In religion we are Chris
Republican."
tian ; in politics,
The paper was de
voted to literature, agriculture, politics, and news of
the day. The first number contained about a dozen
advertisements, and not a single local item. In May,
1839, the words

Register"

" and New
Jersey Silk and Agricultural

were added to the title, and one Charles
George, of Hunterdon County, became a partner of
Mr. Po\v,ell. This was about the time the multicaulus
fever raged, and a glance over the paper shows the

proprietors were deeply interested in the prevailing
In October of the same year Mr. George
excitement.
disposed of his interest in the paper, and early in
" Silk" was dropped from its title.
1846 the word
In 1846, Mr. Powell disposed of the Gazette to

Edmund Morris, who was born in Burlington in 1804,
and learned printing in the office of the Freeman's
Journal in Philadelphia. Mr. Morris had a particu
lar talent for literary work.
In 1824 he was part
owner of a weekly newspaper at Doylestown, Pa.
He carried on the printing business quite extensively
for several years in Philadelphia. He was the author
Enough,"
of " Ten Acres
which had a large sale, and
other works, and wielded a forcible and fluent pen,
being a man of more than ordinary ability, with a
keen insight into human nature.
For three years he
had charge of the New Jersey State Gazette in Trenton,
Eveningand conducted the Ariel and the Saturday
Bulletin in Philadelphia.
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Burlington, May

He died and was.buried in

4, 1874.

In 1848, Samuel C. Atkinson purchased the Gazette
from Mr. Morris. Mr. Atkinson was born in Mount
Holly, Jan. 11, 1795, and died in Philadelphia, Feb.

He was the founder of the Saturday Evening
Post of Philadelphia, selling it for fifty thousand dol
lars, which in those days was considered a wonderful
price for a weekly paper. He took in part payment
a patent right which proved worthless, and lost
2, 1862.

In 1851, Mr. Atkinson sold the Gazette to
John Rodgers, a young lawyer from East Jersey. The

heavily.

latter soon tired of the business, and sold the paper
in 1856 to Franklin Ferguson.
Mr. Ferguson was born in Bucks County, Pa., and
learned the printing business at Doylestoyvn.
For
six years he published the Washington Whig at Bridgeton, N. J. He also published a paper in Camden,
and in 1848 went back to Bridgeton, where he pur
chased the West Jersey Telegraph, and changed the
name to West Jersey Pioneer.
In February, 1876, Mr. Ferguson sold the Burling
ton Gazette to James O. Glasgow, the present pro
prietor, who is a native of Bucks County, Pa., having
learned the printing business at Doylestown, Pa.
Mr. Ferguson died in Camden, N. J., June, 1876,
aged seventy-one years. After Mr. Powell disposed

of the Gazette he remained in Burlington, and was
elected mayor of the city, and filled various other
He died June 1, 1878, aged eighty years.
offices.
Mr. Atkinson removed to Mount Holly, where he
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Mr. Rodgers removed to Jersey City,
and died there previous to the civil war.
Enterprise.— This paper was
The New Jersey

died in 1868.

paper in 1868, under
joint
the
ownership of Messrs. Hays and Magrath.
After running the paper some time, and it not proving
a great success pecuniarily, Mr. Hays bought out his
partner, Mr. Magrath, who is now editor of the Cape
May Wave, and hoisted the Republican banner to the
Mr. Hays continued the paper
head of the Enterprise.
first issued as an independent

until his death, since which time it has been at dif
ferent periods under the management of William F.
Le Roy, who since has edited the Keyport Weekly,
Messrs.
but now with the Asbury Park Journal;
Stiles, Hand, and Schermerhorn, under the firm-name
of the Enterprise Printing Company, and eventually
passed into the hands of the present proprietor, San
The office is now one of the best
ford S. Murphey.
equipped between Philadelphia and Trenton, is fur
nished with steam-power and all the modern improve
ments, and Mr. Murphey being a thorough business
man the paper is now on a firm basis.
The New Jersey Mirror, the oldest journal in
the county, was established in Mount Holly, Sept. 16,
1818, by Nathan Palmer & Son (Strong N. Palmer),
of Wilkesbarre, Pa. In 1826, Strong N. Palmer &
Co. were the publishers, but the next year Nathan
Palmer resumed full control, and continued to pub
lish the paper until his death, July 28, 1842, in the
seventy-fourth year of his age.
Under the will of
Nathan Palmer, his widow, Mrs.. Jerusha Palmer, was
the publisher of the paper up to the date of her de
cease, April 26, 1856, in the ninetieth year of her age.
The paper then descended to the daughter, Miss
Eliza Palmer, who associated with herself Joseph
Carr, Jr., under the name of Joseph Carr, Jr., & Co.,
and was by them published until sold to the present
proprietor, Charles H. Folwell, July 1, 1872. During
the lifetime of Nathan Palmer the paper was edited
by him, assisted by his son, Strong N. (who subse
quently removed to Pottsville, Pa., and established a
newspaper there). 'While published by the widow,
his son, George W. Palmer, had editorial charge for a
short time, but was soon succeeded by Joseph Carr,

Jr., who had entered the office at the age of fourteen
years, and Mr. Carr continued the management up to
the disposal of the property in 1872. Since that date
Mr. Folwell, who also served an apprenticeship in the
office, has been the editor as well as proprietor.
About one month after the sale of the paper to Mr.
Folwell, Miss Eliza Palmer died at an advanced age.
Judge Carr, her associate publisher, lives in retire
ment with a well-earned

competence.

During the existence of the Whig party it received
the hearty support of the Mirror. At the dissolution
of that party the Mirror naturally assumed leadership
in the new Republican organization, and it has since
been an earnest and prominent advocate of the prin
ciples of that party.

When first issued the Mirror was printed on a sheet
eighteen by twenty-one inches. Now the size is thirtyone by fifty-two inches, the largest county paper in
the State if not in the Union. The present office of

publication, erected in 1880, is one of the finest print
ing-houses in New Jersey.
Complete files of the
paper since 1818 are preserved in the office. The
present circulation of the Mirror is about two thou
sand five hundred copies.

Hon. Joseph Caer. — The Carr family

was

early

in America by three brothers, — John,
and
Samuel, — who emigrated from Scotland
Joseph,
and located as follows : John purchased a tract of land
in Pennsylvania, Joseph settled in New York State,
on the rocky point of land still known as " Carr's
Rock,"
while Samuel came to Monmouth County,
of the subject
N. J., and is the great-grandfather
of this biographical sketch. His son Samuel married
Abigail Chamberlain, and had sons, — David, Joseph,
John, and Solomon —and daughters, Rebecca, Mary,
and Eliza.
Joseph, of this number, was born in Mon
mouth County, Oct. 25, 1790, and married Ruth N.
Thomas, formerly a resident of the suburbs of New
castle, Wales, whose birth occurred Oct. 20, 1790, and
who became a resident of the United States in 1799.
She was the daughter of Richard and Martha Ann
Thomas, the former of whom was born in 1751.
Joseph and Ruth Carr became residents of Mount
Holly, N. J., in the spring of 1817, when he at once
engaged in the shoe business, which was conducted
without interruption until his death, on the 24th of
August, 1870, in his eightieth year.
His wife sur
vived him, and died March 26, 1879, in her eightyninth year. Their children are Samuel, Naomi T.
(Mrs. Jabez Kingdon), Joseph, Martha Ann (de
ceased), Mary F. (deceased), Elizabeth T., and David
W. Joseph was born Jan. 11, 1821, in Mount Holly,
which has been the scene of his active business career.
His advantages of education were limited, and con
fined to a period prior to his tenth year. At the age
of thirteen he was apprenticed to Nathan Palmer,
who, in 1818, established the New Jersey Mirror. In
this office Mr. Carr acquired the art of printing, and
formed habits of application which contributed greatly
to his subsequent success.
He continued in the em
ploy of Mr. Palmer until the latter's death, in 1842,
upon which he assumed entire charge of the paper,
which he conducted with marked ability and success
until 1857, when he was admitted to an equal copart
nership.
From 1842 until 1872 he superintended the
issue of every number with but two exceptions, and
this personal supervision, together with the general
excellence of its editorial columns, won for it a high
rank throughout the State. Through the paper and
represented

upon the rostrum Mr. Carr contributed not a little to
the victories achieved by the Whig and Republican
parties in New Jersey.

Having retired from the newspaper field in 1872
Mr. Carr was appointed during the same year judo-e
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changed its title to The Burlington County Herald, and
conducted it successfully for several years. Pugh's
successor was George Ottinger, who was not suited to
the business, and did not remain long. His succes
sors were Peter C. Tomson and Edwin W. Callis. The
firm only lasted a short time. Callis disposed of his
interest to his partner and went West. Tomson con
ducted it only a few months, when he took into part
nership J. Loxley Bhees, who did the editorial work.

He gave it the name of

The

Family

Casket and

Bur

C.

in

of New York, holding his residence at
He was elected mayor of that city, and
is now one of the judges of the Common Pleas Court
of Union County. Upon his retirement Samuel S.

Company

Plainfield.

it,

it,

Smith wielded the editorial scissors, continuing from
March, 1861, until August 1st of that year.
The paper was at a very low ebb, and was just
about to expire, when Charles Wills, who held some
concluded to buy
of the incumbrances upon
great many others had been vainly importuned
after
Mr. Smith became quarter
to take the elephant.
Regiment
Tenth
New Jersey Volun
master of the
Mr. Wills was widely known throughout the
teers.
county, and highly respected. He removed the office
location nearly opposite its former quarters, and
to
at once began to improve the business status of the
paper and gave
a higher standing.
Editing
Democratic newspaper during the war, and in town
so strongly Republican, was no easy or pleasant task.

a

a

The Herald, however, went through the ordeal, and
although its patronage was confined to Democrats,
taunted and
its editor and all connected with
jeered at,
slowly but surely crept upward until

it

it

William Boswell subsequently removed to Trenton,
and the establishment was bought by Washington R.
Moore, who was a man of merit and ability. He died
of consumption, and Joseph Pugh took charge. He

A.

It was en
became firmly established and profitable.
larged and improved with new type and presses.
On
handsome
March
1874, The Herald was sold for
sum by its proprietor to his son, William B. Wills.
a

"plant"
of this
The Mount Holly Herald.— The
journal was The New Jersey Chronicle, established in
Its
1826, and its founder was Alexander A. Young.
support was given to John Quincy Adams. Mr. Young
did not hold the tripod long. He was succeeded by
Mr. Melcher, who changed its political tone and made
it an advocate of Andrew Jackson. He did not pros
per, and the paper was sold to Boswell & Young.

his

censed at the course of The Herald in advocating
Douglas'
Har
election, and made matters worse.
per's editorial career was brief, but very stormy. He
afterwards became secretary of the Security Insurance

it

served his apprenticeship.

the split in the Democratic party occurred during
editorship, and although the feeling for Stephen
Douglas prevailed
largely over that for John
Breckenridge, the supporters of the latter were

printer and finely edu
cated, at once set out to make the paper better in
every way than ever before. The office was removed
from its unhandy, dingy quarters on Mill Street to

The latter, being

a

representative

it

of the Second Congressional
of
District
New Jersey on the electoral ticket for
Hayes and Wheeler.
He has been for many years a
director of the Farmers' National Bank of Mount
Holly, one of the oldest financial institutions in the
State. Mr. Carr's advice and friendly offices are fre
quently sought in the settlement of estates, and as a
custodian of important trusts.
One of Mount Holly's prominent citizens left on
his death the sum of ten thousand dollars, the income
of which was to be distributed among the deserving
poor of the city.
Mr. Carr upon the urgent solicita
tion of the citizens was appointed by the chancellor
of the State guardian of the trust, and now fills with
fidelity and discretion the duties of the position. Mr.
Carr was married on the 10th of June, 1875, to Emily,
second daughter of John Palmer, of New York, and
granddaughter of Nathan Palmer, with whom he

as the

paper would have been wrecked had not the leading
Democrats of the county contributed to keep their
organ alive.
To add to the troubles of the concern,

a

official honors, and has ever declined such distinctions.
During the campaign of 1876 the party selected him

pungent writer, but unfortunately he was neither a
practical printer nor a shrewd business man. The

1,

ing his whole life he has never been an aspirant for
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a

Orphans'

of the Court of Common Pleas and
Court
of Burlington, which position he held for a term of
five years. Though actively engaged in politics dur

COUNTY.

practical

special and more commodious rooms on Main Street,
and better presses were added, besides all the newest
and modern types and appurtenances.
Finally steam-

lington

power was introduced.

Moreton A. Stille, of Philadelphia, who took posses
part of its old title,—
sion in 1850, and gave it back
good printer,
The Mount Holly Herald. Stille was a
manager.
poor
He
businsss
a
but
a forcible writer,
kept the paper in running order until March, 1859,

being given to its local department, which came to
be highly appreciated, and awakened considerable
The Herald also exerted
latent talent in the county.
considerable influence in the politics of the county,

The firm dissolved, Tomson
County Herald.
going into the spice business in Philadelphia, and
Rhees engaging in the book and stationery business
super
in Mount Holly, besides holding the position of
public
Their
successor
was
schools.
intendent of

Nathan Harper, a Friend, then residing in
Burlington, was installed as editor. He was a bold,
when

Under the new management,
before twelve months had rolled around, its subscrip
tion-list was doubled, and its patronage in the adver
tising and jobbing departmeut increased proportion
ately. It was carefully edited, especial attention

and its efforts in this direction were very successful.
It now takes rank among the first of the county week
lies in the Union.
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The News, of Mount Holly, was first issued July
3, 1879, as a semi-weekly newspaper, by. William L.
Powell, William J. Bower, and Samuel S. Bower,
under the name of Powell & Bowers.
It contained

five columns to the page, size eighteen by twentyfour inches, and met with gratifying success.
Feb.
thirty2, 1880, it was enlarged to twenty-four
by

seven inches and seven columns to the page.
time

J. Howard

At

this

Clothier, then reporter, was admitted

to the firm.
On July 31, 1880, William
lingering illness', at the early

J.
age

Bower

died after a

of twenty-two.

The

business was continued by the remaining members of
Still proving suc
the firm, under the old firm-name.
cessful, the paper was again enlarged, Feb. 2, 1882,
to eight columns and twenty-six
by thirty-eight
inches, and changed to a weekly, still retaining the
old name, The News, and now stands on a firm foot
ing, with a gratifying circulation.
Friends'
The
Weekly Intelligencer was previ

ously published in Philadelphia, by Josiah Chapman,
but that gentleman having removed to Bordentown in
the year 1842, continued the publication in this town.

What length of time he did

so, however, cannot

be
definitely ascertained, but circumstances hereinafter
presented indicate about two years.
The Intelligencer
was published in the interest of the Friends.
The Palladium. — The first paper printed in Bor
devoted particularly to local affairs was the
Palladium, the proprietors of whicii were Messrs. Jo
siah Chapman and T. I. Jones. April 12, 1845, the
A well-preserved copy
first edition was printed.
dentown

thereof is in the possession of Mr. C. D. Burns.
Mr.
Jones' connection must haVe been remarkably brief,
as in the sixth number of the paper Chapman's

From the first
name alone appears as proprietor.
printers'
devil in Bordentown, William Burns, Esq.,
still a frequent visitor to the editorial sanctum, we
He
learn the following facts relative to Chapman.
was an educated, social gentleman, and greatly attached
He had the ability and the enter
to his profession.
prise to make his efforts successful, but consumption
undermined his health and sent him to an early grave.
He was engaged to be married to an accomplished
young lady of Bordentown,

who still remains true to

her first love.
As the first number of the Palladium is now lying
before the writer, a synopsis of the contents may be
interesting.
The number of columns is twenty-one,
fifteen of which are devoted to news and selected mis
In the in
cellany, the remainder to advertisements.

troductory the editors declare their neutrality "on
those lines of demarkation which divide the commu
parties."
The locals are only two, barely
nity into
One refers to the
sufficient to justify the appellation.

Philadelphia,"

" Trenton" and "New
then
steamboats
plying between Bordentown and Philadelphia; the
other to the newly-commissioned postmaster, Edward
Robbins,

Esq., lately deceased.

Twenty-nine adver

tisements — twelve local and seventeen Philadelphia

—

tell their varied tales. Among the local patrons,
Jonas Bechtel offered for sale a house and lot on
Prince Street, adjoining property of Capt. Richard
Shippen ; William Cowles sold tobacco, etc., corner of
Main and Church Streets; George W. Thompson
dealt in stoves ; William B. Farrell praised his boots
and shoes ; Amos P. Ellis, cabinet-maker,
wanted
patrons; Garrett S. Cannon presented his professional
card, and in another place gave notice of a tavern
property for sale at Cookstown, — office, Main Street
directly opposite John Kester's hotel ; John C. Foulks
told of his new grocery and dry-goods store; William
H. Gilder advertised the Bellevue Female Seminary ;
Whitall Stokes mentions his drug-store ; Samuel Griscom, principal of boarding-school for young men and
boys, Moorestown, solicited pupils ; and Thomas J.
Bleyer topped off the whole by publishing the list of
letters remaining in the post-office.
The Palladium was printed on a small Washington
press, requiring, in printer parlance, one pull to each
page. The publication day was Saturday, and the

subscription

price was two dollars in advance.
At
first the office was on Main Street, in the building
lately torn down by J. Bingham Woodward.
Having
subsequently rented a piece of ground in Church

Street, near the First Methodist Episcopal Church,
Chapman put up a one-story structure, and removed
the printing material thereto.
The late Charles Bodine afterwards purchased this building. Sickness
preventing Chapman from giving his business the at

tention it required, he disposed of the office in 1843,
A. J. Herman becoming the owner. At that time
Herman was a compositor on the Palladium.
One

year as proprietor ended his connection.
Love of
outside pleasure is the reason assigned for the young
man's lack of success.

In 1849, Messrs. Gilbert & Gould assumed the pro
prietorship of the Palladium.
It appears that a few
weeks were sufficient to satisfy the new firm that the
profits of the office were too meagre for their
support,
and Messrs. Gilbert & Gould disappeared from the
town just about as unceremoniously as they came.

The Bordentown Register.— On the ruins,
were, of the Palladium, a paper that expired in

as

it

1849,

Messrs. Thomas C. Borden and Daniel Taggart, two
energetic young pri nters, founded The Bordentown
Reg
ister, the first number of which was issued July 4,

With the new firm business did not prosper.
As in nearly all small towns, advertisements and job
printing were scarce. Knowing that they could turn
their skill and brains to more profitable account, Bor
1851.

den and Taggart

after two

years'

experience as pub
lishers, like their immediate predecessors, left Bor
dentown, minus some hundreds of dollars.
Mr.
Taggart eventually gave up the
printing business, and
for a number of years filled a lucrative position in one
of the departments at Washington.
When Borden and Taggart retired the office fell
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into the hands of Messrs. Levi Piester and William
Bush, through Abraham Jemison, of Crosswicks, who
held an unsatisfied claim on the concern.
Notwithstanding the ill luck attending those who
had previously wielded the editorial quill, the new
firm felt sanguine of success.
Alas for human am

bition
fied.

! In one year Mr. Piester was more than satis
As a bachelor he experienced no little difficulty

in making both ends meet, but having taken a part
ner to love and provide for through life, he had in
curred a responsibility
which admitted of no such
risk as he had run in the previous year. Accordingly
in the year 1854 the firm of Piester & Bush was dis
solved, Mr. Piester immediately taking leave of Bor
dentown.
He ultimately located in a flourishing
town on the Hudson, and when last heard from, a
few years since, was publishing a thrifty weekly jour
nal.
Nothing daunted, Bush at once replaced his partner
by taking in William H. Van Northwick, Esq. Van

Northwick at that time was chief clerk in the office
of Robert S. Van Rensselaer, superintendent of the
old Camden and Amboy Railroad, whose headquar
ters were in the building now occupied by the Register.
For the first time in its history the office began to be
profitable.
The fact was due to the great quantity of
job-work which poured in from the railroad company.
The subscription list, too, increased considerably.
Both as a writer and a printer Bush ranked above
mediocrity, and Van Northwick rapidly gained repu
tation for his editorial ability. The latter's ready
command of invectives and proneness to make use
of the same soon brought him in conflict with various
newspaper writers as well as citizens of Bordentown.
The Register was enlarged and otherwise improved,

and under the new management did quite a remuner
But the habit of changing hands
ative business.
asserted itself, and in less than two years Van North
wick had withdrawn, and Bush became sole pro

prietor.
Matters went on smoothly for a time, but
by and by Bush had to pay the penalty of his inat
In June, 1856, he bowed to the
tention to business.
and Peter L. Suydam took his place.
inevitable,

With characteristic economy he set to work to make
The office, which was over
the paper self-sustaining.
Carman's store, corner Church and Farnsworth Ave
cheaper quarters, — Robbins'
nue, was removed to
opposite
Crosswicks Street. From
building, nearly

thence it was transferred to Lowell's building, on the
Avenue, and later to Carslake's Block, corner of the
Although possessed of no
Avenue and Miles Alley.
knowledge of the art of printing, Suydam, by perse
verance and economy, in less than a year began to

His career of thrift, however, was in
make money.
terrupted by an opposition paper, strongly backed,
which sprang into existence in 1857. The new office
in one swoop carried away all the railroad printing.
A severe blow that; but Suydam bore it philosophi
cally and fell back on his old system of retrenchment

"'

7
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The rival sheets had

a wordy warfare, which lasted about one year, when
the Register once more had the field to itself. Suydam
held the office a period of five years.
On the 17th of October, 1861, George L. Suydam,
L. Suydam, and James D. Flynn, graduates
of the office, became the proprietors of the Register.

son of P.

The partnership continued until June

28, 1868, nearly
Since then the Register has been in the
hands of the present proprietor, Mr. Flynn. In July,

seven years.

1878, the office was removed to the railroad building,
the most central part of the city, where it has one of
the largest and finely-equipped press-rooms in the

On the 17th of October next James D. Flynn
will have filled the editorial chair exactly twenty-one
years, having taken it in his teens, and being now the
senior editor of the county.
Like the Mount Holly
Mirror and Herald, the Register has substantial cir
State.

culation, and has made money for its proprietor.
George L. Suydam is now engaged in the printing
business at Sacramento, Cal.
The New Jersey Signal. — The New Jersey Signal

was ushered into the newspaper world Jan. 22, 1857.
Messrs. William H. Van Northwick and Samuel C.
Ashbrook were the editors and proprietors.
The
office was located at the corner of Main Street and

Miles Alley, Bordentown.

To Van Northwick the
reader has already been introduced.
His partner was
the only son of the Rev. Joseph Ashbrook, of the
New Jersey Methodist Episcopal Conference. In less
than a year the copartnership was dissolved, and the
Signal's light was wholly extinguished on the 13th

Few offices in small towns
day of January, 1858.
were better furnished than that of the Signal.
The
types and presses were removed to Gloucester County,
where Mr. Ashbrook subsequently published the Car
penter's Landing Times.
When the Times became
defunct the materials had a checkered

career, being

finally shipped to the railroad shops at this place, the
Camden and Amboy Company having some kind of
a claim on them. They were at last disposed of to
parties in South Jersey after having been stored away
several years, and greatly depreciated in value by the
apprentices at the railroad-shops " playing printer"
in their leisure hours. In 1862, Ashbrook, as a corre
spondent of the Philadelphia
Inquirer, joined the
Army of the Potomac, and the exposure incident to
such a life led to his death before the close of the
Van Northwick resides in Jersey City, and
war.
writes for several newspapers.

The Daily Burlingtonian — Dec. 11, 1857, the
initial number of the first and last daily paper ever
printed in Bordentown was issued from the office of
Its editors were Messrs. Van
The New Jersey Signal.
Northwick and Ashbrook. It was half the size of the
Register, and existed three weeks.
The Leaflet.— The first number of the Leaflet was
printed at the office of the Register, July 23, 1860.
It
was edited by Messrs. Joseph W. Allen, Jr., R. Wat-
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son Gilder, and William F. Allen. Though an ama
teur affair, and a trifle larger than a sheet of foolscap,
it was adopted as the State organ of the Bell-Everett
party.

After the Presidential election it was discon
having been published just sixteen weeeks.
Mr. Gilder was afterwards engaged on the staff of the
Newark Daily Advertiser; later he, with a partner,
founded the Newark Morning Register, and now fills
the honorable and responsible position of editor of
tinued,

partnership as editors and publishers until Nov. 24,
1880, when E. S. Sherman took the. half-interest of
Col. Haffy, and the paper has since been edited and
published by the firm of Perkins & Sherman.
It has
a circulation of one thousand, is independent, and is
printed in their own office. Its size is twenty-four by
thirty-six inches.
The Moorestown Chronicle. — This paper was first

J.

E. Watkins and Co., with Mr. Watkins
Dec. 10, 1879, as a twenty-eight-column
independent
paper.
On Jan. 1, 1881, it passed
issued by

Scribner's Monthly Magazine.
A few years ago he was
Harp,"
instrumental in bringing out " Wind
a collec
tion of poems by Trenton's gifted poetess, "Clemen
tine."
For a number of years
F. Allen has edited

Watkins still remaining

railroads.

earnestly endeavors
matters.
The editor is a Virginian by birth, a civil
engineer by profession, and now is in the employment
of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company. He lost his
" Meadows" in 1873.
leg by being run over at the

W.
" Traveller's Official Guide" of the United States
the
and Canada.
Col. Joseph W. Allen is a civil en
gineer; had charge of the construction of the United
States buildings at Trenton, and is now connected with
The Parish Paper. — To complete the list we add
The Parish Paper, distributed in Bordentown among
the members of the Episcopal Church, the Rev. W.
Pettit, the then and present rector, being the editor.
It was distributed quarterly during the years 1873,
and 1875, but as its circulation was mostly
gratuitous, the cash returns did not justify the labor
and expense incurred, and it died in its third year.
The Bordentown Republican. —The first propri
1874,

etor and projector of this paper was Benjamin F. Jobs,
of Bordentown, an engineer on the Pennsylvania
Railroad, who, not being a practical printer, very sen

sibly associated with himself M. W. Swank, under the
name of Swank & Co. The first number was issued
Aug. 26, 1880, made a good appearance, and gave
evidence of talent. Falling into difficulties, although
a good support was realized,

the firm was dissolved

Jan. 13, 1881, when Messrs. C. K. and F. H. Barnhart purchased the paper of Mr. Jobs, but through
want of means were compelled to leave after publish
ing it a little over one month. Feb. 24, 1881, it again
fell into the hands of the former proprietor, Mr. Jobs,
who ran it until May 1st, when it was purchased by
On the 17th of June of that year
E. C. Applegate.
the columns were widened, head-lines placed over each
page, and the day of publication changed from Thurs
day to Friday. Jan. 6, 1882, the paper was again en
by'
larged
Mr. Applethe addition of four columns.
brought
up in his father's office, Col.
gate, having been

E. F. Applegate, of the Monmouth Inquirer, is a prac
tical printer, and has made his paper a success.
The Beverly Weekly Visitor. — The Visitor was
established in February, 1869, by David Scattergood.
It was a " patent outside" paper, and although edited

with considerable ability, the. disadvantage of being
printed in Philadelphia forced it to succumb to the
Banner in the autumn of 1879.

The Beverly Banner. — The Banner was established
Aug. 30, 1879, and took the place of the Visitor, a
"patent outside" paper. Its founders were L. W.
Perkins and Col. J. K. Haffey, who continued in

as editor,

over to the ownership

of Watkins & Lovell

;

Mr.

It is a weekly, and
editor.
to be independent in political

The Mechanic, a monthly journal of mechanics,
science, and literature, is a sixteen-page quarto, and
was established by H. B. Smith, at Smithville, in
October, 1871, and after the first issue was published

weekly until Jan. 1, 1881, when it was again changed
to a monthly.
It is now published by the H. B.
Smith Machine Company.
Present circulation, ten
thousand copies monthly.
Mrs. A. M. Smith was the
editress of The Mechanic from the date of its estab
lishment until her death, which occurred in January,
1881.

CHAPTER XIV.
BURLINGTON COUNTY CIVIL LIST.
Delegate to the Colonial Congressat New York, 1765—Delegates to the
Continental Congress at Philadelphia from 1774to 1788—President
Continental Congress,1782—Signer of the Declaration of Independ
ence—Superintendent United States Mint— Presidential ElectorsUnited States Senators— Governors of New Jersey — Members of the
Provincial Congress held at Trenton in May, June, and August, 1775
— Members of tho Provincial Congress held at Trenton in October,
1775—Members of the Provincial Congress held at New Brunswick
from Jan. 31 to March 2, 1776—Members of the Convention held at
Burlington, Trenton, and New Brunswick from June 10 to Aug. 21,
1776—Members of the Assembly held at Perth Amboy from Jan. 11
until Feb. 13, 1775—Members of tli3 Assembly held in Burlington
from May 16to May 20, 1775—Members of the Assembly held at Bur
lington from Nov. 15 to Dec. 6, 1775—Secretaryof State—State Treas
urers— Adjutant-General — Quartermaster-General— Surveyor-Gen
erals of West New Jersey— Sheriffs—Surrogates—County Clerks.
DELEGATE

DELEGATES

TO THE COLONIAL
Joseph Borden.

TO THE CONTINENTAL
TO 1788.

James Kinsey, 1774-75.
John Hart, 1776-77.
Francis Hopkinson, 1776-77

CONGRESS.!

CONGRESS FROM

1774

El ius Boudinot, 1777-78.
Lambert Cadwalader,1784-87.

1 This Congresswas composedof delegatesfrom nine of the
colonies,
and met at New York on the 7th of October,1765,Timothy Ruggles,
president; John Cotton, secretary.
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PRESIDENT

CONTINENTAL

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL.

CONGRESS.

Garret D. Wall, 1824-50.

Elias Boudinot, Nov. 4, 1782.
OF THE DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE.
Francis Hopkinson.

SIGNER

SUPERINTENDENT

UNITED STATES MINT, PHILADELPHIA-.
Elias Boudinot, 1795to 1805.

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS.
Caleb Nowbold, 1797.
Thomas Newbold, 1805.
Joseph Budd, 1821.

Thomas Newbold, 1841.
G. Black, 1853.

UNITED STATES SENATORS.
John Rutherford, March 4, 1791,to Dec. 5, 1798.
Richard Stockton, Nov. 12,1796,to March 3, 1799.
Joseph Mcllvaine, Nov. 12,1823,to Nov. 10,1826.
Garret D. Wall, March 4, 1835,to March 3, 1841.
John C. Ten Eyck, March 17,1859,to March 3, 1865.
James W. Wall (vacancy),Jan. 14,1863,to March 3, 1863.
GOVERNORS OF WEST JERSEY.
Samuel Jennings, deputy, 1681.
Thomas Olive, 16S4-85.

I Daniel Coxe,1687.
I

GOVERNORS OF NEW JERSEY,
Separatefrom New York.
I Garret D. Wall (declined),1829.
Charles C. Stratton, 1845-48.
'

William Franklin, 1763-76.
Joseph Bloomfield, 1801-2.
Joseph Bloomfield, 1803-12.
MEMBERS

OF THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS FROM BURLING
TON COUNTY,

At theSessionheldat Trentonin May, June, andAugust,1775.
Joseph Borden.
Joseph Read.
John Pope.
Isaac Pearson.
Colin Campbell.
At theSessionheldat Trentonin October,1775.
Isaac Pearson.
John Pope.
Samuel How.

i

John Wood.
Joseph Newbold.

I

Al the Sessionheld al New Brunswickfrom Jan. 31 until March 2,1776.
Isaac Pearson.
John Pope.
Samuel How.
MEMBERS

John Wood.
Joseph Newbold.

'

OF THE CONVENTION

MEMBERS

OF THE ASSEMBLY

FROM

BURLINGTON,

At theSessional Perth Amboyfrom Jan. 11until Feb. 13, 1775.
City.— James Kinsey, Thomas P. Hewlings.
County.— Henry Paxson, Anthony Sykes.
At theSessionat Burlingtonfrom May 15until May 20,1775.
City.—James Kinsey, Thomas P. Hewlings.
County.— Henry Paxson, Anthony Sykes.
At theSessionat Burlington from Nov. 15until Dec.6, 1775.
City.—James Kinsey, Thomas P. Hewlings.
County.—Henry Paxson, Anthony Sykes.
SECRETARY

OF STATE.

Bowes Reed, 1778-94.
STATE
William Grant, 1832.
William P. McMichael, 1868.
Josephus Sooy, Jr., 1871.

SURVEYOR-GENERALS

TREASURERS.
GerBhomMott, 1875.
George M. Wright, 1876.1

ADJUTANT-GENERAL.
Zachariah Rossell, 1816-42.
1 His third term expires March 4, 1886.

OF WEST NEW JERSEY.

Andrew Robeson,1688; held office6 years.
Thomas Gardiner, Jr., 1094: held office24 years.
James Alexander, 1718; held office38 years.
Daniel Smith, Jr., 1766; held office18 years.
Robert Smith, Jr., 1774; held office41 years.
Burr Woolman, 1815; held office29 years.
Franklin Woolman, 1844.
SHERIFFS.^
Mahlon Budd, 1807-10.
William Woolman, 1810-13.
Samuel Haines, 1813-16.
William Woolman, 1816-19.
Samuel Haines, 1810-22.
Joshua Earl, 1822-25.
William N. Shinn, 1825-28.
Joseph A. Clark, 1828-30.
Joshua Hollingshead, 1830-33.
John W. Fenimore, 1833-36.
Samuel Brown, 1836-39.
Isaac Hilliard, 1839-42.
Joseph Kirkbride, 1842-45.
Charles Collins, 1845-48.

Abraham Gaskill, 1848-51.
William II. Pancoast,1851-54.
Samuel A. Dobbins,1854-57.
John D. Thompson,1867-60.
Samuel T. Leeds,1860-03.
William C. Lippincott, 1863-06.
John B. Hankinson, 1866-69.
Charles S. Kimble," 1860-April 9,
1872.
Henry B. Kimble, May 14,1872-72.
David L. Hall, 1872-75.
George P. Conover,1875-78.
Benjamin F. Lee, 1S78-81.
Nathan W. C. Hays, 1881-83.

SURROGATES.
Herbert McEIroy, 1785-89.
David Stewart,' Dec. 1855-50.
Thomas Adams, 1786-89.
William R. Armstrong, 1856-61.
William Griffith, 1790-99.
N. H. Buzby, 1801-66.
Samuel J. Reed, 1800-3.
Charles E. Folwell, 1866-71.
Abraham Brown, 1804-33.
William I. Emley, 1871-76.
Charles Kinsey, 1833-38.
John R. Howell, 1870-81; r(
Benjamin Buckman, 1848-53.
electedfor five years.
John F. Moore,*1853-56.
COUNTY
James Mcllvaine, 1800-23.
Samuel J. Reed, 1823-33.
John R. Slack, 1833-38.
Joseph S. Reed,1838-43.
James Rogers, 1843-48.
Joseph F. Burr, 1848-53.

FROM BURLINGTON,

At theSessionheldat Burlington, Trenton,and New Brunswickfrom June
10 to Aug. 21,1776.
CharlesReed.
Peter Tallman.
|
Caleb Shreve.
Thomas Reynolds.
'
Thomas Fenimore.
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CLERKS.
Samuel Smith, 1853-58.
John T. Naylor, 1858-63.
Amos Gibbs,1863-68.
William M. Biscome,1808-73.
Richard B. Naylor, 1873-78.
John B. Deacon,1878-83.

CHAPTER XV.
AGRICULTURE - -BURLINGTON
COUNTY
TURAL SOCIETY.

The

AGRICUL

occupation

of the great majority of the in
Burlington County is agricultural.
Upon the loam soil large quantities of grass and
grain, particularly corn, wheat, and rye, are pro
duced, and sandy lands, enriched with marl, also
give crops of grain and grass. Along the bank of
the Delaware particularly, and near the railroads, in
convenient situations for supplying the market of
Philadelphia, the farmers give much attention to the
more profitable culture of garden vegetables, pota
Much grain is fed to stock,
toes, melons, fruits, etc.
and no county in the United States, or country in the
world, produces heavier hogs than Burlington. (See
habitants

of

2 Prior to 1807there are no recordsin which the namesof early
sher
iffs are recorded,and there are no documentsto whicii their names are
3 Charles S. Kimble died in office,and his son,Henry B.,
filled the un
expired term.
* Died in office.
6 To fill unexpired term.
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New Hanover township.) This county is noted for the
fine quality of the live-stock sent to market, particu
larly of sheep and lambs. The following table is
taken from the census report of 1880 :
Acres.
Oats
Rve

34.030
4,237
13,495
15072
76

Bnshels.
9,0.-.»
],250,52S
131,063
136,149
241,412
04,487

Society.1— The
County Agricultural
following is a condensed history of the origin, prog
ress, present condition, and prospects of one of the
most popular and successful agricultural organiza

Burlington

tions in the United States, located at the county -seat,

Mount Holly, N. J.
Holding its first exhibition thirty-five years ago on
the court-house lot of two acres, and paying at this
fair one hundred ancl seventy-five dollars in pre
miums, it has grown until thousands of dollars are an
nually claimed and paid, and the present beautiful
grounds and buildings each recurring October filled
to overflowing with large and varied exhibits, and
thronged with thousands of appreciative visitors from
all the surrounding towns, cities, and country.

The call for the first meeting was dated Jan, 6,
" The citizens of Burlington
to
the formation of a County Agri
County favorable
cultural Society are requested to meet at the court
house, Mount Holly, on Saturday, the 16th inst, atone
o'clock p.m., for the purpose of taking into consider
measure,"
signed by
ation the propriety of such a
William N. Shinn, Rev. Isaac V. Brown, William
Clothier, Chalkley Gillingham, Levi Borton, L. R.
Lippincott, William Irick, Leander J. Budd, Joseph
Campion, John W. Fenimore, Benjamin Ridgway,
Jr., John C. Deacon, Thomas Hancock, George McHenry, William I. Black, Marmaduke L. Pancoast,
Watson Newbold, William H. Pancoast, William N.
Searles, Dr. George Haines, Zebedee M. Wills, Allen
" The
Jones.
meeting will be addressed by several
1847, and is as follows :

speakers."

In conformity with the above call the meeting as
sembled in the court-house on the 16th of January,
Dr.
1847, and was organized by appointing
Spencer, president, and H. L. Southard, secretary.
Remarks favorable to the organization were made by

J. J.

V. Brown, Chalkley Gillingham, and
others, after which, by resolution offered by William
N. Shinn, it was unanimously decided "that it was
expedient to form an agricultural society."
A committee on permanent organization, composed
Rev. Isaac

of one member from each township, was then ap
pointed to report at two o'clock on the 3d of Feb
ruary.

At this meeting a constitution was adopted, and at
a subsequent meeting held at the court-house on the
13th of March, Dr. Jonathan J. Spencer was elected
1 By Henry I. Budd, correspondingsecretary.

the first president; William N. Shinn, Isaac V. Brown,
Charles Collins, and Levi Borton, vice-presidents ; Jo
seph H. Burr, recording secretary; Chalkley Gilling
ham, corresponding secretary ; Charles M. Harker,
treasurer ; Samuel A. Dobbins, Charles Haines, John
W. Black, George B. Deacon, William Parry, and

David B. Coles, executive committee.
The society for five years managed its affairs with
a constitution and by-laws of which the following is
a synopsis :

The first constitution,
amended

Jan.

adopted February, 1847, and
for the election of

28, 1854, provided

four vice-presidents, corresponding and
secretaries, and treasurer, to be elected an
of three persons, to be
nually ; the appointment
called a committee of finance, to examine and audit
the treasurer's accounts.
The object of the society shall be the advancement
a president,

recording

of agriculture, horticulture, and manufactures.
Any
person residing in this or any State may become a
member for the current year only by the payment of
one dollar each year, and by the payment often dol
lars a life member.
Any person maybe elected a corresponding or hon
orary member.
The revision of 1854 prevented the president from
holding office more than one year in succession.
It becoming necessary to purchase land and erect

buildings for the use of the society, the following act
of incorporation was passed by the Legislature March

4, 1852 :
" An Act to incorporatetheBurlington
CountyAgricultural Society.
" Whereas,It has been representedto
the Legislature, that a society
for the promotion of Agriculture has existed for some years iu the
County of Burlington, and has been productive of much good to the
farming interests,and the society has reacheda position in which it bocomesdesirablefor themto purchaseground and erect buildings for the
purposesof the association,and in order to enable them to accomplish
this object, they have petitioned the Legislature for a Chaiter of incor
poration; therefore,
" 1. Be it enactedby theSenateand
General Assemblyof theStaleof New
Jersey, That Jonathan J. Spencer,William N. Shinn, Isaac V. Brown,
Charles Ridgway, Joseph F. Burr, Thomas Hancock, Allen Jones, and
John Buttcrwortb,of the county of Burlington, and their associates
and successors,shall be, and are hereby, constituted a body politic ami
corporate, by the name of 'The Burlington County Agricultural
Society.'
"2. And be it enacted,That the said Society shall, from time to time,
have power to make, ordain, and establish such Constitution, By-Laws,
and Regulations, as they shall judge proper for the designation ot the
Officersof said Society, the election of tho same,for prescribing their
respectivefunctions, and the modeof
discharging the same,nnd Pir the
transacting, managing, and directing the affairs of the Society; proridni.snrh Constitution, By-Laws, and Regulations shall not be repug
nant to the Constitution and Laws of this Stato and of tho
United
States.
" 3. And beit enacted,That
all land or other property whicii may
hereafter be ownedby said Society, and used for the purpose of promot
ing the objects of said Society,shall not be liable to have any
taxes or
tnx assessedand levied upon it, for any purpose
whatsoever; provided,
that such real and personal estateshall not exceedin value the
sum of
five thousand dollars.
" 4. And beit
enacted,That thisact shall take effectimmediately.
" Approved March 4, 1852."

The society having become possessed of about
twenty-four acres of valuable land on the Burlington

BURLINGTON COUNTY AGRICULTURAL
road, within one-quarter mile of the town, purchased
at different times, and having erected thereon expen
sive buildings, decided at their annual meeting of
Jan. 25, 1868, to resolve the organization into a jointstock company.
Therefore the following supplement,
passed by the Legislature Feb. 26, 1868, became the
organic law of the society:

" A Supplement to *An Act to Incorporate the Burlington
CountyAgricul
Society.''
tural
%"Whereas, The Burlington County Agricultural Society, by its act
of incorporation, approved March fourth, eighteen hundred and fiftytwo, was empoweredto purchase and hold real estate,and erect build
ings thereon, for the purposes of the society; and whereon,in order to
raise the funds for that purpose,life member tickets have been sold to
divers personsfor ton dollars each,the holdersof which tickets constitute
the actual membersof said society,and who, in casesaid society should
ceaseto exi-t, should be entitled to the assetsof said Bocietyin equal
shares; and whereas,the property now held by said society is valuable,
and it is deemedadvisableto place the sameon a more permanentbasis,
and definitely define.the ownership; therefore,.
" 1. Be it enactedby liteSenateand GeneralAssembly theState New
of
of
Jersey, That Baid Society shnll, and they are hereby authorized to issue
Cupital
one thousand sharesof stock, to be called the
Stock of said Com
pany, of the par value of ten dollars each, with the privilege of in
creasing the number of shares as the Society may hereafter deem ad
visable.
" 2. And be it enacted,That a certificate for one share of said, stock
shall be issuedto each person holding a life member's ticket in lieu
thereof,and the balance of said stock shall be sold to such personsas
shall desire to purchasethe sameat ten dollars per share; provided,that
no person shall at any time be allowed to hold more than one share of
Baidcapital stock.
" 3. And beit enacted,That such share of stock shall entitle the hold
ers thereof to one vote at all elections held for officers of said Society
or other business,and also to all the privileges whicii are now enjoyed
by life members under the Constitution and By-Laws of said Society;
provided,however,that no person shall beentitled or allowed to vote by
proxy.
"4. And beit enacted,Th&t said stock shall be deemed and taken as
personal property, and transferable on the books of said Society,and
whenever the receipts shall exceedthe expensestho officersof the So
ciety shall have power to declarea dividend upon the capital stock, if
deemedadvisable,to be paid to the stockholders.
"5. And be it enacted,That the capital stock of said Society, to the
amount of ten thousand dollars, shall not be liable to have any tax or
taxes assessedand levied upon it for any purpose whatsoever,so long as
and no longer than the said Societydeclaresand pays no dividend on its
capital stock.
"6. And beit enacted,That from and after the passageof this act it
Bhall not be lawful for any person Qr personsto erect,place,or have any
booth, stall, tent, carriage, boat, building of any description, or olher
place for the purpose or use of selling, giving, or otherwisedisposing of
any kind of articles of traffic, spirituous liquors, wine, porter, beer,
cider, or any other fermented,mixed, or strong drink, or for the purpose
of holding, having, or making any show, exhibition, concert,or any
other show or amusementof any kind whatsoever,for gain or pleasure,
within half a mile of the boundaries of the grounds of said Society
during the time of any exhibition of said Society; provided,that nothing
in this act contained shall be taken or construedso as to affect any li
censedtavern-keepersin his or her ordinary and lawful business,at his
or her usual place of residence,specifiedin his or her license; nor shall
it be so construed asto affect any merchant, Bhop-keeper,farmer, me
chanic, or other person in the usual and lawful transaction of his, her,
or their ordinary concernsand business,in their usual places of doing
such business.
" 7. And beit enacted,That if any personor personsshall or do violate
the preceding section of this act, he, she, or they shall be liable to the
samepenalties or forfeitures which shall be enforced in the same man
ner as is prescribedagainst offendersuuder an act of this State entitled
'An Act to prevent the disturbance of meetings held for the purpose
worship,' passed
February second, eighteen hundred and
of religious
twenty.

"8. Andbe it enacted,That somuch of the original act asis inconsistent
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herewith be and the same is hereby repealed, and" this act shall be
deemeda public act and take effect immediately.
"Approved February 2Gth, 18G8/"

The following amended

constitution

was

then

adopted :
"Sec. 1. This Societyshall be called the Burlington County Agricul
tural Society, the objectof which shrill be the advancementof agricul
ture, horticulture, and manufactures.
"Sec 2. The officersof this Society shall be a President, four VicePresidents, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and Treas
urer, who shall be elected at the annual meeting by ballot, and hold
their respective officeBfor one year, or until others are elected. The
President shad not be eligible for re-election until he has beenout of
office one year.
"Sec. 3. The President shall presideat all meetingsof the Society; all
motionsshall be addressedto him. He shall determine the vote upon
all questions,and in caseof an equal division upon all questions deter
mined by a mere majority shall give tho casting vote. He shnll call
special meetings upon the written request of three members,and ap
point all committeesunless otherwiseappointed by the Society. In the
absenceof the President, his duties shall be performed by one of the
Vico-Presidents,and in the absenceof the President and Vice-President?,
a President pro tem.with like power may be chosen.
"Sec. 4. The Recording Secretary shall attend all meetings of the
Society, recordall its proceedingsiu a book provided for that purpose,
preservethe books and papersbelonging to the Society,and deliver all
books and papersto his successorin office.
*' Sec. 5. The Corresponding Secretary shall correspondwith individ
uals and associations,to further the interest of the Society,and preserve
all important communicationsfur the use of the Society.
*(Sec.6. The Treasurer shall receiveand keep all funds belonging to
the Society, and pay out the same by its direction. He shall keep his
accounts regularly stated in the books of ihe Society, and when re
quired, producethem at any slated or special meeting. He shall give
security fur the faithful performance of his duties, and for the transfer
of all moneys,books, and papers in his hands to his successorin office.
"Sec. 7. The Society shall hold its Annual Meeting on the fourth
Saturday of January, and Quarterly meetingson the fourth Saturday of
April and July, and-in October,the next Saturday following the Exhibi
tion, for the transaction of business; and the place of holding the An
nual Meeting shall be determinedat the previous Quarterly Meeting in
October,and timely notice thereof given.
"Seven membersshall constitute a quorum.
" Sec. 8. A Committeeof three shall be appointedat the Annual Meet
ing, to be called a Committee of Finance, whoseduty shall be to audit
all accounts before they ate paid, and to examine the Treasurer's ac
counts from time to time, and to report to the Society at its Annual
Meeting the condition of its funds.
"Sec. 9. A committeeof five shall he appointedat the quarterly meet
ing in October,of eachyear, whoseduty shall be to report a scheduleof
premiums at the next Annual Meeting.
"Sec. 10. This Constitution m.-iybe repealedor altered, by a vote of
two thirds of the memberspreseutat any statedmeeting of the Society;
provided,that notice of the contemplatedchange shall have been given
meeting."
at the preceding

Under the above supplement all life members be
came stockholders, and after the number had in
creased to four hundred, it was by resolution decided
to limit the number of shares at that point, and allow
no person to own more than one share. Under this
limitation and the great appreciation of the property,
owing to the many valuable improvements erected
thereon, the large receipts from admissions (and free
admission with side tickets accorded to stockholders),
the shares have grown from their par value of ten
dollars per share to a selling price of fifty dollars per
share.

In 1876 the finances of the society culminated into
a debt of about $11,000, caused by the competition of
the great Centennial Exposition (producing a small
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attendance), too large premiums, too rapid improve
ments, too small admission fee, and other causes.
This result created such dissatisfaction that it was
decided
transfer

at the annual meeting of
the management of all its

Jan.

27, 1877, to

from the

four hundred stockholders to a board of eleven direc
tors. The following amended constitution was then
adopted :
"Sec. 1. This Societyshall bo called The Burlington County Agri
cultural Society, the object of which shall be the advancementof
agriculture, horticulture, and manufactures.
"Sec. 2. The officersof this societyshall consistof a Board of Eleven
Directors, six of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
any business connectedwith the Society. The said Board of Directors
shall be electedby ballot at the annual meeting of the stockholders,and
shall hold their officesfor one year, or until others are elected. The Di
rectorsat their next meeting after election, shall electfrom their num
ber a President and Vice-President, and shall select suitable personsto
serve as Secretary,Corresponding Secretary,and Treasurer, who shall
hold their positions for one year or until their snecessorsare elected.
"Sec. 3. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Society.
All motions shall bo addressedto him, and he shall determine the vote
on all questions,and in caseof an equal division upon all questionsde
termined by a mere majority, shall give the casting vote. He shall call
special meetings upon the written request of three members,and ap
point all committees,unless otherwise appointed by the Society. In the
absenceof the President his duties shall be performedby the Vice-Presi
dent, and in tho absenceof the President and Vice-President, a Presi
dent pro tem.with like power may be chosen.
" Sec. 4. The Recording Secretaryshall attendall meetings of the So
ciety; record all its proceedings in a hook provided for that purpose;
preserve the books and papersbelonging to tho Society,and deliver all
books and papers to his successorin office.
" Sec. 5. The Corresponding Secretaryshall correspondwith individ
uals and associationsto further the interestsof the Society,and preserve
all important communicationsfor tho use of the Society.
"Sec. 6. The Treasurer Bhall receiveand keep all funds belonging to
the Society,and pay out tho sameby its direction. He shall keep his ac
counts regularly statedin the books of the Society,and when required,
produce them at any statedor special meeting. He shall give security
for the faithful performanceof his duties, and for the transfer of all
moneys,hooks,and papersin his hands to his successorin office.
"Sec. 7. The Societyshall hold its annual meeting on the fourth Sat
urday of January, for tho transaction of business and the election of
Directors. The place of holding the annual meeting shall be deter
mined by the Board of Directors, and two weeks' notice thereof given.
Sevenmembersshall constitutea quorum.
" Sec 8. A committeeof three shall he appointedat the annual meet
Finance,'
whose dutyshall be to ex
ing, to be called a 'Committee of
amine and audit the Treasurer'saccountsand report the condition of the
samoat the Society'sannual meeting.
" Sec. 9. All parts of the old Constitution inconsistentwith tho abovo
are hereby repealed.
"Sec. 10. This Constitution maybe repealed or altered hy a vote of
two-thirds of the memberspresentat any statedmeetingof the Society,
provided, that notice of the contemplatedchange shall have been given
at the preceding meeting.
" Sec. 11. The Board of Directors he and are hereby empoweredto fill
all vacancies that may occur in their Board or in the committee of
finance."

Under this provision Isaac Fenimore, John B. Col
lins, Henry I. Budd, Emmor Roberts, William L.
Taylor, Benjamin F. Deacon, William R. Hancock,
Joseph Wills, Edward L. Bowne, Judson C. Gaskill,
and Theodore H. Risdon were elected to serve for
one year.
These directors
mpre,

president;

John B. Collins,
corresponding

organized

by electing Isaac Fenivice-president;

Emmor Roberts,

recording secretary; Henry I. Budd,
Edward B. Jones, treasurer.

secretary;

This organization has been elected and maintained
for six successive years with following exceptions :
Edward L. Bowne resigned after a service of two
years, and Henry Ellis was substituted in his place.
Theodore Risdon resigned after a service of three
years, and Samuel H. Chambers appointed instead.
Emmor Roberts and Judson C. Gaskill resigned after
a service of five years, and William R. Lippincott and
Dr. William C. Parry were substituted in their place,
and William L. Taylor elected vice-president.
Under this direction the society has been eminently
successful, paying in two years its debt of eleven
thousand dollars ; in five years largely increasing the

premiums, offering each year from nine thousand to
eleven thousand dollars in prizes, and erecting in the
twentysame time buildings and improvements costing

The society had
one thousand five hundred dollars.
previously expended for land ten thousand dollars ;
improvements, ten thousand two hundred dollars ;
total cost of land and improvements, forty-one thou
This outlay, though
sand seven hundred dollars.
seeming large, has given the society a very choice
minutes' walk from
town, alongside of
location (five
the railroad, which enables the Pennsylvania Com
pany to discharge at the gates in a few hours thou
sands of visitors), three very large and ornamental
exhibition buildings two hundred by one hundred
and twenty feet, an ornamental building for entrance
gates and officers' quarters, one grand stand two hun

dred feet long, another one hundred feet long, jani
tor's residence, dining-rooms, and refreshment stands,
one hundred and sixty model horse-stalls, hundreds

of cattle, sheep, and hog pens, fifteen hundred feet of
four-inch water-pipe, furnishing an abundant supply
of water from the basin of the city water-works, an
ornamental front fence, a fine half-mile race-track,
with many other useful and ornamental improvements,
presenting altogether the most complete and conven
ient fair-grounds in the United States.
The visitors are carefully registered by a complete
system of turnstiles, nine in number, capable of ad
thousands in a few minutes.
registered 26,853; in 1880, 25,357; in
1881, 28,033 visitors.
The Annual Fairs.— The first annual exhibition,
court-house and grounds, Oct. 28, 1847, and paid in
premiums $175.

mitting and registering

In

1879 they

The second annual exhibition, in same place, Oct.
in premiums $393.
The third annual exhibition, in same place, Oct. 10,
1849, and paid in premiums $350.
The fourth annual exhibition, in lot south of Ridg
way Street, Oct. 9, 1850, and paid in premiums $350.
The fifth annual exhibition, in same place, Wardell
Brown's lot, Oct. 8, 1851, and paid in premiums $700.
The sixth annual exhibition, in court-house and ad
joining lots, Oct. 6, 1852, and paid in premiums $700.
The seventh annual exhibition, in court-house
grounds, Oct. 5, 1853, and paid in premiums $700.
11, 1848, and paid
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annual exhibition, in court-house
grounds, Oct. 14, 1854, and paid in premiums $700.
The ninth annual exhibition, in court-house
grounds, Oct. 3, 1855, and paid in premiums $700.

The

eighth

The tenth annual exhibition and all future exhibi
tions were held on present grounds, this one Sept. 30
and Oct. 1, 1856, and paid in premiums $1000.

The eleventh annual exhibition, Oct. 6 and 7, 1857,
and paid in premiums $1000.
The twelfth annual exhibition, Oct. 5 and 6, 1858,
and paid in premiums $1000.
The thirteenth annual exhibition, Oct. 4 and 6,
1859, and paid in premiums $1300.
The fourteenth annual exhibition, Oct. 2 and 3,
1860, and paid in premiums $1200.
The fifteenth annual exhibition, Oct. 1 and 2, 1861,
and paid in premiums $1422.50.
The sixteenth annual exhibition, Sept. 30 and Oct.
1, 1862, and paid in premiums $1331.50.
The seventeenth annual exhibition, Oct. 6 and 7,
1863, and paid in premiums

$1700.

The eighteenth annual exhibition, Oct. 4 and 5,
1864, and paid in premiums $1600.
The nineteenth annual exhibition, Oct. 3 and 4,
1865, and paid in premiums $1700.
The twentieth annual exhibition, Oct. 2 and 3, 1866,
and paid in premiums $1400.
The twenty-first annual exhibition, Oct. 1 and 2,
1867, and paid in premiums $1900.
The twenty-second annual exhibition, Oct. 6 and 7,
1868, and paid in premiums $2113.
The twenty-third annual exhibition, Oct. 5 and 6,
1869, and paid in premiums $3200.
The twenty-fourth annual exhibition, Oct. 4 and 5,
1870, and paid in premiums $3890.50.
The twenty-fifth annual exhibition, Oct. 3 and 4,
1871, and paid in premiums $3710.
The twenty-sixth annual exhibition, Oct. 2 and 3,
1872, and paid in premiums $3889.
The twenty-seventh annual ex-hibition, Oct. 7 and
8, 1873, and paid in premiums $4106.50.
The twenty-eighth annual exhibition, Sept. 29 and
30, 1874, and paid in premiums $4336.
The twenty-ninth annual exhibition, Oct. 1 and 2,
1875, and paid in premiums $5533.
The thirtieth annual exhibition, Oct. 3 and 4, 1876,
and.paid in premiums $5474.
The thirty-first annual exhibition, Oct. 9, 10, 11,
1877, and paid in premiums $3601.50.
The thirty-second annual exhibition, Oct. 8, 9, 10,
and 11, 1878, and paid in premiums $5575.
The thirty-third annual exhibition, Oct. 7, 8, 9, and
in premiums $6601.
The thirty-fourth annual exhibition, Oct. 12, 13,
and 15, 1880, and paid in premiums $8065.90.
The thirty-fifth annual exhibition, Oct. 11, 12,
and 14, 1881, and paid in premiums $7297.
The thirty-sixth annual exhibition, Oct. 10, 11,
and 13, 1882, and offers in premiums over $11,000.
10, 1879, and paid

14,
13,
12,
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The above statement shows that since the organiza
tion of the society there has been offered and paid in
premiums an aggregate sum of over $100,000, the dis
tribution of which has stimulated the creation of our
many fine herds of cattle, sheep, and swine, the
raising of many horses of world-wide renown, and
developed our agricultural and horticultural capacity
and productions into the front rank of counties.
The presidents of the society have been
GeorgeB. Deacon, 18G5.
Dr. Jonathan J. Spencer,1847-52
William N. Shinn, 1853.
George B. Deacon, 1854.

David B. Coles,1866.
Emmor Roberts, 1867.
Henry J. Irick, 1868.
Jnmes D. Shreve, 1869.
William C. Lippincott, 1570.
James W. Deacon,1871.
Ilonry I. Budd, 1872.
John L. N. Stratton, 1873.
William E. Lippincott, 1874.
Samuel Butterworth, 1875.
William Taylor, 1876.
Isaac Fenimore, 1877-82.

Israel Lippincott, 1855.
Samuel Bullock, 1850.
John Chambers,1857.
John C. Deacon,1858.
Joseph H. Hulme, 1859.
James Lippincott, 1860.
Joseph W. Emily, 1861.
Joseph E. Troth, 1862.
Samuel A. Dobbins, 1863.
ShreveShinn, 1864.
RECORDING

SECRETARIES.

Joseph F. Burr, 1847-53.
Benjamin Buckman, 1851-65.

John B. Collins, 1868-70.
Charles Darnell, 1871-74.
John B. Collins, 1875-82.

James W. Deacon,1866-67.
CORRESPONDING
Chalkley Gillingham, 1847-53.
Charles Hollingshead, 1854-62.
Dr. George C. Brown, 1863-74.

SECRETARIES.

j James Lippincott, 1875-76.
Henry I. Budd, 1877-82.

TREASURERS.
Charles M. Harker, 1847-53.
Samuel Burti-s 1854-60.
Peter V. Coppuch,1861-65.

| Franklin B. Levis, 1866-72.
I Edward B. Jones, 1873-82.
j

The earlier records of the society having been lost,
it has been impossible to give the names of all the
vice-presidents

and executive committees, therefore
was deemed best not to insert the names of any, as
they nearly all appear in other official positions, princi
pally as presidents.
During its early existence the following persons

it

took an active part in its management : George B.
Deacon, James Lippincott, J. L. N. Stratton, Thomas
Hancock, Benjamin Buckman, Barclay White, Wil

M. Harka, John C. Deacon, Dr.
Ridgway, Charles H. Hollinshead, Samuel
A. Dobbins, Shreve Shinn, John C. Ten Eyck, Peter
Coppuch, Joseph H. Hulme, Benjamin C. Campion,

liam Parry, Charles
Charles

Joseph E. Troth, David B. Coles, Watson Newbold,
Samuel Bullock, Allen Jones, Daniel Wills, John L.

Lippincott, John L. Drich, John D. Burling, John
John Perkins, Charles Haines, Samuel
E. Rogers, Edward French, Israel Lippincott, Wil
liam Clothier, Elisha Roberts, Horace N. L. Cleaveland, Thomas J. Lutter, Leander J. Budd, Benjamin
Ridgway, Benajah B. Woodward, Joseph F. Burr,
Butterworth,

Black, Charles Y. Bates, Clay
ton Lippincott, Samuel Stockton, James Wills, Charles
Jessup, Isaac Collins, Samuel Risdon, Richard M.
Hagg, Philip F. Hack, George McHenry, Joseph

John Dobbins, William

Ferguson, Adolph Mailliard,
Carr, Jr., Franklin
Samuel R. Gummere, John Black, Jr., B. Loyd Jones,
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Levi H. Rogers, Edward Taylor ; later, William R.
Hancock, Peter Ellis, Henry Ellis, Joseph W. Emily,
James W. Deacon, Abel Haines, William Buzby, Dr.
George C. Brown, William C. Lippincott, Isaac Feni
more, B. Frank Deacon, William G. Deacon, Chris
topher Riggs, Joseph Wills, Josephus Sooy, Ridgway
Hancock, Henry J. Irick, Henry I. Budd, John B.
Collins, William L. Taylor, Judson C. Gaskill, Samuel
H. Chambers, William R. Lippincott, Emmor Rob
erts, Theodore H. Risdon, Edward L. Bowne, Dr. W.
C. Parry, and others.
Below will be found a list, with the post-office ad
dresses, of the present stockholders, which comprise
many of the most prominent and successful farmers,
men in
professional, mercantile, and manufacturing
the county :
LIST OF TIIE FOUR HUNDRED STOCKHOLDERS OF THE BURCOUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, MARCH 1,
LINGTON
1S82.
Attorns,Thos. M., Bordentown.
Alcott, Thomas J., Mount Holly.
Ayles, Ulysses G., Pemberton.
Armstrong, Floyd, Mount Holly.
Armstrong, Clara V., Mount Holly.
Atkiuson, Edward A., Columbus.
Atkinson, Benj. W., Burlington.
Atkinson, Budd, Mount Holly.
Allen, Barclay C, Vincentown.
Allen, Franklin P., Vincentown.
Allen, Joseph C, Vincentown.
Aaronsou, Robert, Columbus.
Andrews, Charles, Fellowship.
Butterworth, Virginia W., Vincen
town.
Butterworth, Augustus H., Ridg
way House, Philadelphia.
Butterworth, J. E., Vincentown.
Butterworth, Frank L., Trenton.
Butterworth, Job, Vincentown.
Butterworth, J. H., Pemberton.
Butterworth, S. S., Vincentown.
Butterworth, Joseph B., Ridgway
House, Philadelphia.
Butterworth, Hannah A., Mount
Holly.
Butterworth, W. L., Mount Holly.
Burling, Edward H., Huntingdon
Valley, Pa.
Brown, GeorgeC, Elizabeth.
Brown, John, Mount Holly.
Brown, Charles*W., Mount Holly.
Bullock, Henry H., Columbus.
Borton, George B., Atlantic City.
Borton, Joseph II., Atlantic City.
Black, John, Mount Holly.
Black, Edwin, Bordentown.
Black, Thomas, Jobstown.
Black, John W., Jobstown.
Bowne, Joseph H., Mount Hollj'.
Bowne, Edward L., Mount Holly.
Bowne, Henry D., Mount Holly.
Bowne, Sallie A., Bordentown.
Bowne, Frank W., Georgetown.
Budd, Alfred, Buddtown.
Budd, Henry , Mount nolly.
Budd, A. E., M.D., Mount Holly.

I

Braddock, Charles A., Jobstown.
Braddock, Jacob, Jr., Medford.
Braddock, Malcolm M., Medford.
Braddoclc,Job, Medford.
Bispham, Charics, Mount Holly.

Bryan, George W., Georgetown.
Buzby, William, Moorestown.
Buzby, John, Moorestown.
Buzby, William R., Moorestown.
Buzby, Mrtrk H., Masonville.
Barcklow, Joseph H., Moorestown.
Barcklow, John S., Moorestown.
Branson, Charles L., Mount Holly.
Ballinger, R. C, Jobstown.
Burr, Abel H., 12th and Vine,
Phi la.
Burlis, Charles S., Mount Holly.
Bridger, Charles Albert, Rancocas.
Borden, Frank P., Mount Holly.
Bishop, Johu I., Columbus.
Bennett, diaries, Mount Holly.
Bowker, Japheth, Medford.
Collins, Johfl S., Moorestown.
Collins, Charles, Fellowship.
Collins, Harry C, Mount Holly.
Collins, John B., Mount Holly.
Collins, Adaline, Mount Holly.
Coles,Mary K., Vincentown.
Coles,David B., Lumberton.
Cox, Isaac S., Pemberton.
Caffrey,Charles S., Camden.
Chambers,S. II., Mount Holly.
Clevinger, Thos. L., Mount Holly.
Champion, B. C, Mount Holly.
Cliver, Ellis R., Burlington.
Clothier, Caleb,Mount Holly.
Cline, Samuel P., Pemberton.
Deacon,James W., Mount Holly.
Deacon,Japhet B., Mount Holly.
Deacon,B. F., Mount Holly.
Deacon,W. G., Mount Holly.
Deacon,J. R., Mount Holly.
Deacon,Henry I., Burlington,
Deacon,Samuel B., 310E. 14thSt.,
New York.
Deacon,Edmund, Camden.
Deacon, B. H., Mount Holly.
Deacon, Mary R., Mount Holly.
Deacon,John L., Columbus.
Deacon,John E , Yardleyville.
Deacon,John B , Mount Holly.
Deacon,George H., Mount Holly.
Deacon,B. D., Mount Holly.
Deacon,J. H., Mount Holly.
Deacon,R. S., Mount Holly.
Deacon, Anna II., Mount Holly.
Deacon,Mary Alice, Mount Holly.

Deacon,W. Budd, Mount Holly.Dill, Hope Ann, Mount Holly.
Dobbins, Samuel A., Mount Holly.
Dobbins, John II., Mount Holly.
Dobbins, Edward T., 1412 Walnut
St., Philadelphia.
Dobbins, Samuel A., Jr., Mount
Holly.
Davis, Levi, Bordentown.
Davis, Ivins, Pemberton.
Davis, John B., Mount Holly.
Davis, William Henry, Freehold.
Darnell, Howard, Mount Laurel.
Darnell, John E., Mount Laurel.
Darnell, Henry, Masonville.
Darnel], Charles, Mount Holly.
Dndley, Enoch R., Masonville.
Dudley, Clayton H., Mount Laurel.
Dunphey, Joseph B., Marlton.
Dyer, C. K., Mount Holly.
Doughten, F. C, Lumberton.
Doble, William H., Wayne, Pa.
Dunn, Martin L., Bordentown.
Evans, Amos S., Marlton.
Evans, Edward L., Cinnaminson.
Emley, William I., Mount nolly.
Emley, Joseph W., Mount Holly,
Engle, Robert B., Mount Holly.
Engle, Samuel T., Camden.
Engle, Ezra, Masonville.
Elwell, Alex., M.D., Vincentown.
Earl, Joshua, Pemberton.
Ellis, Henry, Juliii6town.
Flynn, William R , Bordentown.
Flynn, Amanda, Bordentown.
Flynn, James D., Bordentown.
Forsyth, John, Pemberton.
Forsyth, Joshua, Pemberton.
Fenimore, Allen, Mount Holly.
Fenimore, Allen, Jr .Mount Holly.
Fenimore, Isaac, Lumberton.
Fenimore, Wm. H., Jacksonville.
Fenimore, Allen M., Mount Holly.
Fort, Andrew H., Pemberton,
Fenwick, James A., New Lisbon.
Foster, A. J., Burlington.
Folwell, Nathan, Bordentown.
GibbB,Daniel F., Pemberton.
Gibbs, Nina, Mount Holly.
Githens, Sarah B., Mount Holly.
Githens, Frank, Mount Holly.
Gaskill, J. Harvey, Mount Holly.
Gaskill, Joseph H., Mount Holly.
Gaskill, Judson C, Birmingham.
Gaskill, Theodore B., Pemberton.
Gaskill, Job H., Pemberton.
Gaskill, Caleb S., Mount Holly.
Gaskill, Asa, Mount Holly.
Goldy, Isaiah P., Pemberton.
Garwood,William, Marlton.
Garwood,Israel, Medford.
Gillingham, Y. M., Moorestown,
Gibbs, Amos, Mount Holly.
Gandy, Thomas B., Mount Holly.
Garon, Walter, Mount Holly.
Hollinshead, Benj. F., Hartford.
Hollinshead, Joshua, Hartford.
Hollinshead, Joseph C, Camden.
Heard, Thomas A., Mount Holly.
Haines, Isaac C, Mount Holly.
Haines, J. Woolston, Vincentown.
Haines, Allen M., Hainesport.
Haines, J. Garwood, Columbus.
Haines, Stacy B., Vincentown.
Haines, Robert P., Mount Holly.
Haines, Rehoboam B., Mount
Holly.

Haines; Nathan, Burlington.
Haines, John N., Medford.
Haines, David T., Medford.
Haines, Joseph C, Lumberton.
Haines, Albert* Medford.
Haines, Abel, Rancocas.
Hankinson, John B., Mount Holly.
Hankinson, Risdon, Mount Holly.
Hankins, Bunting, Bordentown.
Howard, R. H., Mount Holly.
Harker, Harry, Vincentown.
Harker, Aaron, Vincentown.
HopkinR, John C, Moorestown.
Hulme, Joseph M., Mount Holly.
Hunt, Lloyd J., Moorestown.
Haywood, George,Mount Holly.
Horner, Charles B., Mount Holly.
Horner, Page, Burlington.
Hancock, George B., Rancocas.
Hancock, Caleb, Burlington.
Hancock, Samuel E , Burlington.
Hancock, Ridgway, Burlington.
Hancock, William R., Columbus.
Hancock, J. Elwood, Columbus.
Hancock, Joseph B., 172S Girard
Ave., Philadelphia.
Hancock, Edward B., Bordentown.
Houlings, Wm. II., Moorestown.
Heulings, Israel W., Moorestown.
Hewlings, Sam'l B., Mount Holly.
Hutchinson, John P., Georgetown.
Hutchinson, Mahlon, Bordentown.
Hewes, G. L., Bordentown.
Hendrickson, C. E., Mount Holly.
Ilnlse, Benjamin, AUentown.
Hills, Harry, Jobstown.
Irick, Robert II., Vincentown.
Irick, Henry J., Vincentown.
Irick, John S., Vincentown.
Irick, Samuel S , Vincentown.
Irick, John B., Vincentown.
Irick, William J., Vincentown.
Jones, Barclay, Medford.
Jones, E. B , Mount nolly.
Jones, Lawrence W., Medford.
Johnson, Samuel, Mount Holly.
Johnson, Samuel W., Burlington.
Johnson, W. A., Hainesport.
Jennings, Robert, Pittsburgh.
Kemble, Henry B., Millville.
Kemble, Amos, Jacksonville.
Kaighn, David B., Camden.
Kaighn, Joseph M., Camden.
King, Ellis, Marlton.
King, Sallie B., Jacksonville.
Kellogg, Amos S., Mount Holly.
Kirkbride, George W., Pemberton.
Lippincott, W. G., Mount Holly.
Lippincott, James, Mount Holly.
Lippincott, Grace, Mount Holly.
Lippincott, S. II., Moorestown.
Lippincott, Wallace, Bridgeboro'.
Lippincott, William C, Marlton.
Lippincott, C. M., Mount Holly.
Lippincott, Wm. R., Cinnaminson.
Lippincott, Stacy B., Jobstown.
Lippincott, Aaron, Moorestown.
Lippincott, Albert A., Hartford.
Lippincott, Asa It., Moorestown.
Lippincott, Charles, Burlington.
Lippincott, Samuel R., Hartford.
Lippincott, Henry C, Marlton.
Lippincott, Freedom C, Marlton.
Lippincott, John P., Vincentown.
Logan, Edward E., Mount Holly.
Logan, James, Mount Holly.
Logan, James P., Beverly.

MOUNT
Levis, Franklin B., Mount Holly.
Lewis, Daniel B., Medford.
Longstreet, II. H., Bordentown.
Lynch, Peter, Mount Holly.
Low, E'ihu 8., Medford.
Laumaster, J. Fred., Mount Holly.
Lee, Benjamin F., Mount Holly.
Middleton, Chas. H., Philadelphia.
Middleton, Edward, Crosswicks.
Middleton, F. B., Crosswicks.
Middleton, T. W., Fellowship.
Morris, Anthony J., Pemberton.
Morris, Anthony S., Pemberton.
Major, Clayton L., Burlington.
Marter, Ezra Budd, Burlington.
Marter Edwin K , Burlington.
Marter, ThomaBA., Beverly.
Mortlaud, William, Moorestown.
Mylin, Amos K., Merchanrville.
Mil nor, Francis W., Burlington.
McCorniick, John W., Camden.
Merritt, Chas. E., Mount Holly.
Mathews, Hannah, Bordentown.
Miller, L-uiis, Mount Holly.
Madden, T. B., Mount Holly.
Morgan, Charles, Bordentown.
Newbold, Henry A., Jersey City.
Newbold, Thomas, Mount nolly.
Newbold, Thos., Jr., Wrightstowu.
Nippins, 11.IT., Recklesstown.
Oliphant, Jona., Recklesstown.
Oliphant, Eayre, New Lisbon.
Pancoast,Teresa, Mount Holly.
Pancoast,N. D., Moorestown.
Pancoast, M. S., Mount Holly.
Pancoast,William, Mount Holly.
Pancoast,Gt-o.H., Mount Holly.
Pancoast,Geo.E., Mount Holly.
Pew, Josiah B., Mount Holly.
Pew, Bloomfield B., Jobstown.
Pew, C. Harry, Jobstown.
Pew, Samuel B., Mount Holly.
Tew, Asher B., Mount Holly.
Tew, Walter W., Burlington.
Pew, Helen B., Burlington.
Pew, Josiah B.,,Jr., Mount Holly.
Phillips, Anthony, Mount Holly.
Powell, Joseph, Lumberton.
Powell, Isaac M., Lumberton.
Price, H. R., Birmingham.
Peterson, Richard, Broad and Wil
low Streets, Philadelphia.
Prickitt, John B., Vincentown.
Prickitt, Robert, Masonville.
Parry, William C, Hainesport.
Parry, William, Tarry P. 0.
Poinsett, Frank, Bordentown.
Parrish, George D., Philadelphia.
Porter, Wm. R , Edgewater Park.
Regan, Joseph, Mount Holly.
Risdon, T. H., Mount Holly.
Risdon, T. R., Mount Holly.
Riadon, A. M., Moorestown.
Risdon, T. R., Jr., Mount Holly.
Risdon, Henry C, Mount Holly.
Risdon, Bennett, Mount Holly.
Risdon, Samuel, Mount Holly.
Rogers,D. D., 703Walnut St.Phila.
Rogers, Joseph J., Medford.
Rogers, J. Stratton, Mount Holly.
Rogers, S. E., Jr., Mount Holly.

Rogers, Thomas II., Columbus.
Rogers, Caleb, Columbus.
Rogers, Shreve, Burlington.
Rogers, William, Rancocas.
Rigg, Edward, Burlington.
Rigg, George, Burlington.

HOLLY INSURANCE COMPANY.

Rigg, Ann, Burlington.
Reeve, Richardson S., Medford.
Reeve,Zach. R., Mount Holly.
Reeve, Isaiah W., Mount Holly.
Rue, John, Mount Holly.
Roborts, Emmor, Fellowship.
Roberts, Joseph E., Hartford.
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The future prospects of the society are brilliant.
has grown beyond the capacity of its present
grounds, and is anxiously looking forward to the
time when it will be able to persuade the owners of
the surrounding
territory to part with some of their
acres. With more land, they hope to provide tracks
of such length and excellence that will attract the
speediest of trotters and runners.
With more build
ings, they hope to exhibit all the varied industries of
the Union, either in repose or motion, and thus ren
der the Burlington County Fair the most interesting
and instructive spot in America.

It

Roberts, Samuel L., Moorestown.
Rockhill, L-aiah, Columbus.
Ridgway, Caleb S., Columbus.
Stratton, J. L. N., Mount Holly.
Stratton, James N., Mount Holly.
Shreve, Alex., Wrigbtstown.
Shreve, Richard C, Mount Holly.
Shreve,James T>.,Mount n.illy.
Shreve, Barzillai R., Pemberton.
Shreve, Benj. F., Mount Holly.
Shinn, Elwood, Jobstown.
Shinn, Willit, Mount Holly.
Stiles, John B., Mount Holly.
Slack, R. J. B., Mount Holly.
Slack, Philip F., Mount Holly.
Mount Holly Insurance Company—Burlington County Timber Protec
Smith, JohnF., Mount Holly.
tion Company— The Grange Movements— Burlington County Lyceum
Smith, Samuel J., Mount Holly.
of History and Natural Science.
Sloan, Charles M , Mount Holly.
Smith, H. B., Smithville.
Smith,C.B , Ridgway House,Phila.
Mount Holly Insurance Company.— March 21,
Sutts, Jacob, Jobstown.
1831, the Legislature of New Jersey passed an act to
Stewart, Edwin, Ellisdale.
incorporate "The Mount Holly Insurance Company,"
Stackhouse,A. P., Medford.
in the county of Burlington, with power to appoint
Smalley, John G., Mount Holly.
Souder, Walter N., Burlington.
and elect such officers and agents as might be neces
Stokes,Charles, Jr., Rancocas.
sary to carry into effect all measures proper for such
Swaim, John, Bordentown.
an organization, naming as first directors Caleb NewSemple,John, Mount Holly.
Sutter, Daniel, Mount Holly,
bold, John Black, Joseph C. Clark, Samuel F. Levis,
Simons,Sol. R , Vincentown.
SpenJohn Larzelere, William Eidgway, Jonathan
Ten Eyck, John C, Mount Holly.
I cer, Thomas Swaine, John L. Stratton, Moses Wills,
Taylor, Isaac D., Recklesstown.
Taylor, Samuel W., Burlington.
Jacob Eidgway, Samuel Fenimore, and George Hay
Taylor, Thomas, Birmingham.
wood. Of the above-named directors, John L. Strat
Taylor, William S., Burlington.
Joseph C. Clark, William Eidgway, Jonathan
ton,
Taylor, Chas. W., Recklesstown.
Samuel F. Levis, and George Haywood
Spencer,
Tomlinson, Evan H., Rancocas.
Townsend, John B., Jacksonville.
met 31styday of first month, 1831, at the house of
Thomas,Howard, Ellisdale.
Stacy Campion, and organized by appointing William
Troth, Wm. D., Mount Holly.
Eidgway
president, and George Haywood secretary,
Voorhees,Fred., Mount Holly.
Vandegrift, Joseph, Burlington.
and adjourned to 8th of second month at two p.m.,
Ward, Walter, Mount Holly.
when Eidgway, Fenimore,
Clark, and Haywood
Wills, Charles, Mount Holly.
"
present.
At
were
this
meeting it was Resolved, That
Wills, Edward, Mount Holly.
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Wills, William R., RancocaB.
Wills, Joseph, Rancocas.
Wills, Micajah R., Medford.
Wills, Howard H., Rancocas.
Wills, Samuel J., Rancocas.
Wills, Samuel F., Medford.
Wills, ZebedeeR., Marlton.
Wills, James, Marlton.
Wills, Benajah P., Mount Holly.
Wills, Z. M., Marlton.
Wills, Anna W., Mount Holly.
Wills, Augustus M., Columbus.
Wilkins, Caleb,Lumberton.
Wilkins, John W., Masonville.
Walton, Levi, Moorestown.
White, Aaron S., Mount Holly.
White, Uenjamin, Pemberton.
White, Barclay, Mount Holly.
Wells, Davis C, Pemberton.
Ware, TheodosiaP., Columbus.
Wood, William C, Haddonfield.
Warner, Charles G., Mount Holly.
Woolman, Isaac L., Crosswicks.
Zelley, Clayton, Mount Holly.
Zelley, Hannah A., Mouut Holly.

books of subscription

be opened at the house of Stacy
Campion, on the 2d day of fifth month next, and that
the same be advertised in the two newspapers in
Holly."
Mount
The meeting was then adjourned to

2d of fifth month, 1831.
At this meeting the sub
scription books were opened, when the following
names were entered, and five dollars paid on each

share :
John Black,
Asa 6. Shinn,
Charles F. Lott,
Jonathan J. Spencer,
William N. Shinn,
David Vanderveer,
Richard Eayre,
John Beatty,
Caleb and Benjamin
Shreve,

40 shares.
40 "
40 "
40 "
40 "
40 "
40 «'
5

"

30

"

Jeremiah H. Sloan,
Charles Stokes,
Samuel Fenimore,
Joseph \V. Birck,
Jacob Ridgway,
MosesWills,
BeDjamin Davis,'
William Ridgway,
George Haywood,

20 shares
20 "
20 ii
20 "
20 "
20 "
20 "
10 .(
35 "
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their places were filled by the appointment of William
N. Shinn, John Beatty, Eichard Eayre, Benjamin
Shreve, Asa G. Shreve, Charles F. Lott, and Charles
At this meeting John Black was elected
Stokes.
president.

At

the end of the first year the company declared
of five per cent., and in 1835 declared a
dividend of three per cent, semi-annually, and have

a dividend

increased the capital stock from time to time until it
now enjoys a capital of one hundred thousand dollars,
with assets amounting to one hundred and eighty-five
thousand

dollars.

From

1831 to and

including

1858

the business of the company was transacted in the
law-office of Hon. George Haywood, secretary of the
company.
In that year the company purchased the
property on Mill Street, where their office has since
been located.
Changes of directors and other officers have been
As a conse
very few, except by death or removal.
quence the managers have well advanced in age, and
to that cause is attributed much of the stability and
prudence that have characterized the proceedings of
the company.

At one time about one-half of the directors aver
aged nearly or quite eighty years of age each. Of the
original members of this company in 1831, only three
are living, viz. : Charles Stokes, who is still an active
member of the finance committee, though over
, ninety years of age ; Samuel Levis, who is nearly
ninety ; and the venerable Hon. George Haywood,
aged ninety years, is still actively engaged as secre
tary and treasurer of the company.
There have been thus far but four acting presidents

of the company, viz. : William Eidgway, from thirtyfirst day of first month, 1831, to second day of fifth
month, the same year, when John Black was elected,
and served until his decease in 1874, when John E.
Slack was elected and served

till

1877, when the pres

ent president, Allen Fennimore, was elected. Harris
Cox has been assistant secretary of the company since
1858.

Burlington County Timber Protective Company.
— This company was organized at Mount Holly, April
24, 1880, under the laws of the State of New Jersey,
with the following-named charter members : John S.
Irick, Vincentown ; Franklin W. Earl, Pemberton ;
Samuel A. Dobbins, Mount Holly; Stacy B. Lippin
cott, Springfield ; David B. Coles, Lumberton ; An
drew H. Fort, Pemberton ; C. Morgan Lippincott,

Mount Holly ; William Cotton, Shamong ; William J.
Irick, Vincentown ; James Lippincott, Blount Holly ;
Benjamin White, Pemberton ; Henry J. Irick, Vincen
town ; Bensijah P. Wills, Mount Holly ; Joseph L.
Budd, Pemberton ; Allen Fenimore, Northampton ;
Samuel H. Chambers, Springfield ; Henry I. Budd,
Mount Holly ; Alfred L. Black, Springfield ; Alfred
Budd, Buddtown ; Budd Atkinson, Mount Holly.

At a subsequent meeting the following-named gen
tlemen were elected directors : John S. Irick, Vincen

Isaac Fenimore, Lumberton ; Franklin W.
Earl, Pemberton ; Samuel W. Chambers, Springfield ;
Alfred Budd, Buddtown ; Eayre Oliphant, New Lis
bon ; Alfred Black, Jobstown ; Samuel A. Dobbins,
Mount Holly ; William Braddock, Jr., Medford ;
Henry I. Budd, Mount Holly.
President of Board of Directors, Alfred Black.
Secretary and Treasurer, Henry I. Budd.
The objects of this society are the detecting and
arresting timber-thieves, and the prosecution of those
buying stolen timber, logs, wood, rails, posts, lumber,
town ;

herbage, and cranberry vines, ferreting out and ar
resting incendiaries of pine and cedar timber, wood,
Its necessity arose from the immense
and lumber.
losses incurred each year from the depredations of

in the forests of Burlington
and adjoining counties, and it has resulted in largely
protecting the property of its members, which own a
large portion of what are called the pine lands of New
Jersey.
The Grange Movement in Burlington County.
— The grange movement took shape in the United
States in 1870, when William Saunders and others,
in the city of Washington, organized "The National
Husbandry."
Grange of Patrons of
It rapidly spread
years
until in about four
it numbered over two million
" Its original idea was the general co
members.
operation of the agricultural interests of the whole
country for the protection of the farmer as a purchaser
as well as a seller, combining
sociability with educa
tion, bringing the intelligent farmer and the plodder
thieves and incendiaries

into social intercourse with each other."
It early
took root in Burlington County, and the order became
more numerous and longer maintained its integrity
than in any other county in New Jersey, numbering
at one time over one thousand members.
is a list of granges in Burlington County.

Following

Mount Laurel Grange, No. 6, was organized Sept. 6,
twenty1873, with fourteen members (present number,

John E. Darnell as Master, and Edmund
Darnell, Sec. ; present Master, Japhet B. Joyce ; Sec,
Sally N. Brown.
Moorestown, No. 8, organized Sept. 22, 1873, with

one), with

thirty-seven

members (now have eighty-nine), with
Charles Collins, Master, and George W. Jessup, Sec.
Present Master, Joshua Hollinshead;
Sec, Sally
Ballenger.
Medford, No. 36, organized Dec. 3, 1.873, with
eighteen members (now have sixty-five), with Micajah

E. Wills, Master; Eichard Haines, Sec.
Present
J. Eogers; Sec, James W. Haines.
Mount Holly, No. 37, organized Dec. 30, 1873, with
twenty members (now have twenty-two), with James
Lippincott, Master, and Henry I. Budd, Sec. Present
Master, Henry I. Budd ; Sec, Lydia W. Gandy.
Eancocas, No. 49, organized Jan. 17, 1874, with
fifteen members (now have fifteen), with Abel Haines,
Master, and William E. Wills, Sec. Present Master,
Joseph Lundy ; Sec, Uriah Borton.

Master, Joseph
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Pemberton, No. 50, was organized Feb. 20, 1874,
with twenty-three members (now hare thirty-four),
with Joshua Forsyth, Master, and Franklin W. Earl,
Sec. Present Master, Alfred Budd j Sec, Henry Lip
pincott.
Cojumbus, No. 58, organized
Willjam R. Hancock, Master, and
Sec, with twenty members (now
Present Master, Robert Taylor;

Feb. 7, 1874, with
Franklin L. Zelley,
have sixty-eight).
Sec, Thomas

A.

Heeler,
Crosswicks (No. 61) was organized Feb. 11, 1874,
with Alfred Satterthwaite, Master, and Charles H.
Tindall, secretary, with seventeen members (now have
thirty-one).
Present Master, William Deacon ; Sec,
Elizabeth A. Rogers.
Burlington County Pomona, No. 1, first paid dues
to State grange in 1877, on one hundred and forty
members (present number, one hundred and two), but
was organized as Pomona in 1875, Avith William S.
Taylor as Master, Henry I. Budd secretary. Present
Master, Benjamin Gillingham ; Sec, Edmund Brad
dock.

Although the average granges do not manifest as
as at the inception of the grange,

lively an interest

yet the order has done and is doing a great deal to
advance the material and educational interests of the
farmer.

The Pomona, No. 1, the patron grange of the
county, is largely instrumental, principally through
,its executive committee, of which James Lippincott,
of Mount Holly, N. J., is chairman and purchasing
agent, injbuying each year in the wholesale markets
of the AVest thousands of dollars of grass and grain

seeds, feed, stock, sheep, and cattle,

and other sup
plies, thereby obtaining the best articles at the mini
mum of wholesale cost.

It

is also educating its members (male and female)
in parliamentary law and all the duties necessary to
active citizenship, and rapidly bringing them from
the extreme background to the front in the councils

of the people, State, and nation.
The Burlington County Lyceum of History and
Natural Science was organized July 4, 1859. The
charter reads as follows :
" An Act to Incorporate The Burlington County Lyceum
of History and
Natural Science.
"Whereas, it is represented to the Legislature, that a number of
personshave formed a Society at Mount Holly, in the County of Bur
lington, for the collecting of Statistics of History, and the encourage
'
ment and cultivation of the Sciences,by the name of The Burlington
Science,'
as a Societydevoted
County Lyceum of History and Natural
entirely to the advancementof useful learning, and in order that the
purposesthereof may bo better carried into effect; therefore,
"1. Be it enactedby the Senate and General Assembly of the Stateof
New Jersey : That all such personsas now are membersof said Society,
according to its rules heretoforeadopted,or that hereafter may become
members of the same, agreeably to its rules and regulations, be and
name of 'The Bur
they are hereby incorporated into a Society by the
Science,1
and by that
lington County Lyceum of History and Natural
power
to have a common
name shall have perpetual succession,with
seal and change the sameat pleasure, to make contracts relative to the
style bo
said Institution, to sue and be sued; and by that name and

107

capable in law of purchasing, taking, holding, and conveying any estate
real or personal,for the use of said incorporation.
" 2. Andbe it enacted,That tho Societyshall consistof active members,
correspondents,honorary and life members;all candidatesfor admission
shall be elected under such rules and upon such terms as the Society
shall establish: but members only shall have the right of voting, of
holding officesand of transacting business.
"3. And beit enacted,That the Society ma}restablish by-laws and or
ders for its government and regulation, and for the preservation and
application of the funds thereof; Provided,the same be not repugnant
to the constitution and laws of the United Stales or of this State.
"4. And beit enacted,That the officesof the Societyshall bp a Presi
dent, two Vice-Presidents, a Corresponding Secretary,a Recording Sec
retary, a Treasurer, a Librarian, and four Curators, with such other
officersas the Society may deemadvisable,whose respectiveduties may
bo assignedby the by-laws of the paid Society,and they shall be elected
at tho last Stated Meeting of tho Societyin Decemberof each year ; and
if any officeshall becomevacant,it may be supplied by aspecial election
until the annual election next ensiling.
"5. And beit enacted,That if the annual election for officersBhall not
be held at the statedday, the said corporation shall not be thereby dis
solved,but the officersshall continue in officeuntil a new election.
"Approved Feb. 7, 1SG0."
BY-LAWS.
" Article I. — The regular meetingof this societyshall be held on the
first Saturday in each month, at three o'clock p.m.,at the society's
rooms.
" Article II. —The initiation fee for membershipshall be two dollars;
the annual fee,one dollar.
"Article III.— The president shall preside at all meetings of the
Society, decide all questions of order, give the casting vote, and call
special meetingswhen required. But in the absenceof the president
from any meeting,his duties shall devolve upon the vice-presidentsin
rotation; or at his request,when present,his duties may be performed
by either of the vice-presidents.
"The recording secretaryshall keep minutes of the proceedings of
all meetingsof the Society,enter them in the society's book of records,
and present the same at regular times for approval or correction. He
shall also take charge of the papersof the society.
"The corresponding secretaryshall notify all membersof their elec
tion, and shall conduct the correspondenceof the society.
"The librarian shall have the custodyand care of the books belong
ing to the society,which he shall disposeand arrange in such a manner
asshall be judged most convenient,and shall keep an arranged cata
logue of them and the names of the donors; he shall also assist the
curators in the charge of the cabinet.
"The treasurer shall collect feesof members,pay debts on the order
of the society, furnish reports on the condition of the treasury when
required, and at the closeof his term of office present a full report of
the financial transactionsof the year, supportedby proper vouchers.
"The curators shall have charge of the roomsof the society,shall ar
range and label the specimensin the cabinet, and duly enter them in
the books providedfor the purpose,giving scientific and common names,
together with their origin or locality, and the namesof the donors.
"Article IV. — The specimensof the society shall be placed in the
society's cabinet; they shall be marked with the society's mark, and
shall be accessibleto any of the membersthrough the curators.
"Article V. —There shall be eleven standing committees, namely,
GeologyandPalaeontology,Mineralogy, Ornithology and Oology,Ichthy
ology, Herpetology, Entomology, Conchology, Mammalogy, Botany,
History and Antiquities, Numismatics."

The officers of thelyceum in 1862 were : President,
Edward Harris, Moorestown ; Vice-Presidents, Sam
James Lippincott, Jr.,
uel Bullock, Westhampton;
Mount Holly ; Recording Secretary, Charles E. Aaron ;
Corresponding Secretary, Eugene Schumo ; Treasurer,
Charles H. Hollinshead ; Librarian, John P. Burnett;
Curators, George C. Brown, W. H. B. Thomas, S. H.
Shreve, E. Schumo, C. E. Aaron, Andrew Davis, John
P. Schofield.
The society's rooms are pleasantly located in the
new

"Levis

Block,"

on Main Street, Mount Holly.
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The officers for

1882

are as follows:

President,

S. Pancoast;
Andrew
Vice-Presidents,
Budd, M.D., John Ekings; Eecording Secretary,
Charles Ewan Merritt; Corresponding
Secretary,
John C. Ten Eyck; Librarian, M. S. Pancoast;

Marmaduke

E.

Howard C. Levis ; Curators, Charles H.
Estill, Francis Ashhurst, M.D., Joseph C. Clark,
Howard C. Levis, Eichard H. Parsons, M.D., John
C. Ten Eyck ; Trustees of Library, Francis Ash

Treasurer,

E. Budd, M.D., Charles Ewan
Merritt, Joseph C. Clark, Franklin B. Levis, Clifford
Stanley Sims, James N. Stratton ; Assistant Librari
ans, Mrs. D. W. Carr, Miss Nellie Carr.
hurst, M.D., Andrew

Books and stationery
Bonds paid
Interest on bonds
Salariespaid
Miscellaneous
Note Mount Holly Nation '1Bank
Belief Fire Company,Mount Holly
Land for county
Charles A. Antrim, bounty
Good Intent Fire Company
Kent of office
Burlington County Children's Home

Net indebtedness : 2
County debt
Township debt
School district debt
City and town debt

Executions that have taken place in Burlington County— Finances of
Burlington County— Its net Indebtedness—Population of Burlington
County— Marriages, Births, and Deaths— Consolidated Statistics of
Tublic Schools—Electoral Vote of New Jersey.

The executions that have taken place in Burling
ton County have been as follows :
Black Eliza, by Sheriff Joshua Hollinshead, in 18£0.
Joel Clough, for the murder of Mary Hamilton, at
Bordentown, by Sheriff Joshua Hollinshead, in 1833.
Philip Lynch, for the murder of George Thomas
Coulter, at Bordentown, by Sheriff John D. Thomp
son, March, 1860.
Charles Brooks, by Sheriff William C. Lippincott,
Dec. 11, 1863.
The amount of funded debt of Burlington County1
is $275,531.67 ; composed of $202,800on county bonds,
surplus revenue to schools. Eate of inter
est on funded debt, $168,200, at seven per cent. ;
at six per cent. Purposes for which con
$107,331.67,
$72,731:67

surplus revenue to the schools;
expenses of pounty; $52,800
on
account of bounties. Falls due : Jan. 1, 1883, $24,600 ;
$72,731.67

$150,000

current

Jan.

1, 1884, $59,800;

Jan.

1, 1887, $60,400

;

Jan.

1,

1890, $57,700.

Amount of real estate taxable, $19,413,245.
Amount of personal property taxable, $7,807,772.
Eate of tax levied, $0.58f per $100.
Amount of tax raised : State school tax, $65,082.54

;

county tax, $104,917.46.
Expenditures for the fiscal year ending May 10,
1881:
Stateschool tax
Interest surplus revenueto schools
.State appropriation to schools
Stateappropriation,two-mill tax
County examiner schools
School superintendent, salary and expenses
Bridges
*.
State Lunatic Asylum
Almshouse
Court-house and prison committee
Election expenses
Coroners' hills
Courts
Freeholders' personal bills
Printing bills
Sheriff, feeding prisoners
Poor bills
' B.

J.

$200,103
04,297
39,497
45,756
$409,653

Total of county
assessed

valuation

of real and personal prop

erty, $31,613,208.

CHAPTER XVII.

tracted,

$264,199.78

Total

Total

$183.07
61,000.00
17,711.50
2,050.00
372.45
10,00000
100.00
1,650.00
300.00
1000Q
80.00
196.99

$61,011.31
4 363.92
4,812.73
48,083.28
120.64
1,500.00
22,002.03
3,915.71
6,037.23
4,473.60
1,110.60
575.73
11,460.69
3.043.25
1,102.54
3,468.27
307.84

Anderson, comptroller of treasury, State of New Jersey, p. 140.

Total taxation, $222,384.
The population of Burlington County,

as given

by

the tenth census, 1880, was :
198(1
Bass River
1006 Medford
173!)
Beverly (exclusive of city)... 1309 Mount Laurel
2373
1759 New Hanover
Beverly (city)
Bordentown
5334 Northampton
4630
Burlington
7237 Pemberton (exclusive of bor
2855
20S6
Chester
ough)
799
Chesterfield
1525 Pemlierton (borough)
42S
Cinnaminson
2184 Randolpli
Delran
1700 Shamong
1097
Kasthampton
560 Southampton
2270
Evesham
1880
1602 Spungfield
Washington
152S
38!)
Florence
715
Little Egg Harbor
1881 Westhampton
Willingboro'
743
Lumberton
16x0
Mansfield
1048 Woodland
325

Of

this there were :

Male
Female
Natives
Foreign
White

27.207 Colored
28.106 Indians
51,403
4,000
Total
51,829

2,570
4
55,403

The marriages, births, and deaths for the year end
ing June 30, 1881, were as follows: marriages, 348;
births, 1072 ; deaths, 847.
CONSOLIDATED STATISTICS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR ISSO OF
PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN BURLIKGTON
COUNTY.
tteportrevisedby Edgar Haas, CountySuperintendent. P. O. address,Bor
dentown.
Whole number of elementaryschools
Schoolsfor coloredchildi en
School buildings, study- and recitalion-rooms:
Whole number of school buildings
No. having more than one study-room
No. having more than one recitation-room
Whole numller of seatsnow provided
Entire seating capacityof all schools
Condition of buildings:
No. reported in good condition
No. having insufficient grounds
No. simply reported iu bad condition
No. of buildings in which high schoolsare also taught
No. of teachersin elementaryschools:
White, male
" female
Total white teachers
Colored,male
"
female..
Total colored reactions
Grand total white and coloredteachers
Qualifications of teachers:
No. educatedat higli schoolsor academies
No. educatedat normal schools
No. educatedat colleges or universities
No. holding diplomas or certificates other than from
institutions as above
Wages and time employed:
Average of teacherB'salaries per month, males
"
"
"
females
"
number of months employedin 1880
2 Tenth CensusUnited States.

174
4
123
24
19
10,735
10,735
94
19
*z9
9
59
120
179
1
3
4
183
43
32
2
106
$40.59
$31.50
9.4
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BURLINGTON TOWNSHIP AND CITY.
Whole number of pupils in attendanceduring school year:
White, male
"
female
Total white
.
Colored, male
"
female
Total colored
Average daily attendanceof pupils during school year :
White
Colored
Text-books:
No. of schoolsusing a uniform series
No. iu which they are provided at public expense
No. of schoolsin which instruction is given in any of fol
lowing branches:
Botany
Natural philosophy
Phys-ica! geography
Physiology
Drawing
Book-keeping
Average number of hours of instruction :
Morning
Afternoon
Per day
Average number of daj-s in which school was taught in all
schoolsin 1S80
Libiaries, apparatus,etc.:
No. of schools which have libraries
No. of bound volumes in same
No. of schoolswhicii have apparatusfor object teaching
Sourcesot income:
From State taxes
From county, town, and city taxes,dog taxes,andother
public funds
From all other sources

1865.—
George B. McClellan, of New Jersey
George II. Pendleton, of Ohio
5207
6193 1869.— Horntio Seymour, of New Yoik
10,400
Francis P. Blair, of Missouri
— Ulysses S. Grant, of Illinois
113 1873.
105
Henrv Wilson, of Massachusetts
218 1877.—Samuel J. Tllden, of New York
Thomas A. Hendricks, of Indiana
—Winfield Scott Hancock, of Pennsylvania
5200 1881.
William U. English, of Indiana
103

6
35
43
35
78
47

CHAPTEE XVIII.
BURLINGTON

AND

CITY.1

Situation and Boundaries. — Burlington is situ
ated upon the northern border of the county, west of
188 the centre, and is one of the larger, improved, and
32 populous townships of the county, its limits includ
1671
Burlington City and Burlington Island.
It is
25 ing

from which it is
north by Pennsylvania,
separated by the Delaware Eiver, east by Florence
10,010.19
20,828.29 and Springfield, south by Springfield, Westhampton,

$55,920.95 bounded

Total expenditures
Value of school propeity :
Value ot school buildings and grounds
Value of other school propeity

$79,268.44

Willingborough, and west by Willingborough

and Beverly.

385.00
2,121.32
Physical Features. —Burlington is now greatly
65,597.81
from its original dimensions.
Its approxi
curtailed
205.84
1,790.36
greatest width east and west is five miles, north
mate
105.00
19000
is very irregular in form,
8,867.11 and south four miles.

It

and contains eleven thousand one hundred and thirty
acres. It has a gently undulating, in some parts al

215,825.00
729.00 most even surface ; its soil is sandy but productive,
Quite a tract
$210,554.00 and in all sections highly cultivated.

District balance,$3354.23. Statebalance,$10,130.74.
VOTE OF NEW JERSEY

from March 4, 1789,to March 4, 1881.
For Presidentand Vice-President,
1789—GeorgeWashington, of Virginia
John Adams, of Massachusetts
John Jay, of New York
1793.—George Wellington, of Virginia
,
John Adams, of Massachusetts
1797.— John Adams, of Massachusetts
_
Tliomas 1'inckney, ot South Carolina
1801.—John Adam-, of Massachusetts
C. C. l'inckney, of South Carolina
1305.—Thomas Jefferson, of Virginia
George Clinton, of New York
1809.—J.unes Madison, of Virginia
George Clinton,
New York
1813.—De Wilt Clinton, of New York
Pennsylvania
Jared Ingersoll, of
1817.—James Monroe, of Virginia
Daniel D Tompkins, of New Yolk
1821.—James Monroe, of Virgima
Daniel D. Tompkins, of New Yolk
1825.—Andrew Jackson, of Tennessee
John C. Calhoun, of South Carolina
18»9—John Q. Adams, of Massachusetts
Richard Rush, of Pennsylvania
1833.—Andrew Jackson, of Tennessee
Martin Van liuren, of New York
1S37— William 11.Harrison, of Ohio
«
Francis Granger, of New York
1841.—William H. Harrison, of Ohio
John Tyler, of Virginia
••
1845.—Henry Clay, of Kentucky......
Theodore Frelinghuysou, of New Jersey
1849.—Zacharv Tnylor, of Louisiana
Millard Fillmore, of New York
1853.—Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire
William R. King, of Alabama
1857.—James Buchanan, of Pennsylvania
John C. Breckcnridge, of Kentucky
1861.—Abraham Lincoln, of Illinois
Hannibal Hamlin, of Maine
Stephen A. Douglas, of Illinois
Uei-schcl V. Johnson, of Georgia

TOWNSHIP

3
3

$02,759.43 and

ELECTORAL

7
7
7
7
7
9
9
9
9

183
9

Total of receipts
Expenditures:
For building
For repairs
For teachei-s'salaries
For text-books
For school furniture
For apparatus
For libraries
For all-Other purposes,building

Total value of all school property
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:

6
1
5
7
7
7
7
7
7
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
I
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
4
4
a
3

of land in the western part of Burlington City is oc
casionally submerged, and on account of its marshy
character unfit for cultivation.
This is being re
claimed by a system of drainage in connection with
steam-power pumping.
The Delaware Eiver flows
along the northern border of the township, receiving
Assiscunk Creek in the eastern part of the city, and
points several less important
most of which rise within the township.

at other

tributaries,
Mill Creek

flows along the southwestern side. Numerous wellgraveled roads traverse the township.
The Amboy
Division of the Pennsylvania Eailroad crosses it from

limit, with stations at
Burlington and at Stevensville. The Burlington and
Mount Holly Eailroad also crosses it about centrally
north and south, connecting at Mount Holly with
east to west near the northern

other lines extending eastward, westward, and south
ward through the county and beyond.
Many portions

of the township which years ago were swampy tracts
have long since been drained and placed under profit
able cultivation.

The Indians and the First White Settlers.— Ac

cording to Heckeweldcr, the Indian name of the spot
where Burlington City now stands was Techichohocki,
" oldest planted
meaning ancient, or, more literally,

land."

There was planted their first town on the river.
1 Revised and correctedby George F. Mott,
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Prior to the coming of the English in 1676, three
Dutchmen settled on the neck of land between Assiscunk Creek and the Delaware River, opposite MatiniIn 1666 their rights were recognized by
Carteret, and soon afterward conveyed to
Peter Jegou, who, armed with a license from the same

conk Island.
Governor

authority, about 1668 built on the point, close by the
water, a log house after the Swedish form of architec
" was the
ture.1
This, says Henry Armitt Brown,
only
tavern in this part of the country.
And it was well
placed, for at this point the narrow foot-path whicii
leads through the woods from the banks of the North
Eiver comes out upon the Delaware, and those who

he has found spelled in five different ways, a corrup
Water-Lily."
tion of the Dutch word Lisch, Pond- or
Peter Jegou, at a court held at Upland, Nov. 25
and 28, 1679, brought an action of trespass against

Thomas Wright and Godfrey Hancock. " The plain
tiff declares that in 1668 he obtained a permit and
grant of land, where he settled a house of entertain
ment for travelers
ments of New
there continued

[passing to and from the settle
and the Delaware Eiver), and
until 1670, when he was plundered

York

and utterly ruined by the Indians, as is well known
to all the world, and having thus to seek his liveli
hood elsewhere.
It hath since come to pass that by

journey from Manhattan towards Virginia must cross
This is the place which
the latter river at this point.
Governor Lovelace meant when, in expectation of a
journey thither some years ago, he directed one of his

the arrival of these new-comers called Quakers, out
of England, these defendants have forcibly entered

house of Mr. Jegoe, right against Matiniconk Island,
on Delaware Eiver, where there are persons ready to
you.'
But the journey was not undertaken,
receive
for somehow or other Jegou became an object of ha

and examination of the papers, declared he, the plain
This shows how easy
tiff, was entitled to the land.
and simple were the principles of equal justice as
practiced by them."3

servants to ' go with the horse allotted by the captain,
as speedily as you can, to Navesink, and thence to the

tred to the Indians, and recently (in 1670) they have
plundered him and driven him awa}'.
His house was
empty and deserted five years ago, as is mentioned by
After a day's journey of fifty
a very noted traveler.
miles, without seeing man or woman, house or dwell
'
At night, finding an old house
ing-place, he says,
which the Indians had forced the people to leave, we
made a fire and lay there at the head of Delaware
Bay.
The next day we swam our horses over the
river,

about a mile twice, first to an island

called

Upper Dinidock, and then to the mainland, having
canoes.'
This
hired Indians to help us over in their
is especially interesting, for the name of that trav
Matiniconk,"
continues Mr.
eler was George Fox.*
Brown, placing himself in imagination back to the
" lies too far from the
date of the English settlement,
Jegou's
Island is a very fit place for a
mainland, but
It is about a mile long and half as wide. It
town.
lies close against the Jersey shore, from which it is
separated only by a narrow creek, where the tide ebbs
and flows, and the channel in front of it is deep
enough for ships of large burthen.
Its soil is rich,
its meadows rank with grass, its trees tall and luxuri
ant, and its green and sloping bank destined to be al
ways beautiful." Jegou's Island took its name, " not

chief,"

from an Indian
from a Frenchman

Point.' "

as was long supposed, "but
'
who . . . lived at Water-Lily

Eev. William Allen Johnson, in -an un
lecture, delivered in 1870, "has solved
these two questions, which so long puzzled the local
' Chygoe,' he
of
says, is a misspelling
antiquary :
Leazy'
' Lazy'
or '
Point, which
the name Jegou, and
published

t Record of Upland Court, 9th mo. 25, 1079; Memoirs of Hist. Soc.
of Pent]., vol. vii. p. 140.
2 Fox's Journal, 7lh mo. 10,1072.

upon his said lands, and there planted corn, mowed
hay, cut timber for houses, etc. The defendants hav
ing, declared themselves very willing to abide the
verdict of the court, the court, after a full hearing

The English Settlers of Burlington.— Among the
of the West Jersey lands were two com
panies, both consisting of Friends, or Quakers, one
from Yorkshire, the other from London. These com
panies contracted and received patents for large1 shares.
Those of the county of York were Thomas Hutchin
son, of Beverly, Thomas Pearson, of Bonwicke, Jo
seph Helmsley, of Great Kelke, George Hutchinson,
of Sheffield, and Mahlon Stacy, of Hansworth. They
were all principal creditors of Edward Byllinge. To
them other creditors made assignments of their re
spective claims.
The entire indebtedness amounted
to £3500 sterling, and these creditors accepted in
satisfaction for this sum one-tenth part of West
Jersey, which was conveyed to them by William
Penn, Gawen Lawrie, Nicholas Lucas, and Edward
Byllinge in two separate deeds, dated March
1, 1676.
The Yorkshire division began preparations for col
onizing New Jersey, and in the mean time another
company was formed in the vicinity of London.
Men came from various parts of England to join its
ranks.
From members of the Yorkshire company
are descended the New Jersey families of Clayton,
Ellis, Hancock, Helmsley, Stacy, and Wetherill!
They had felt the heel of the oppressor, and were
ready for the establishment of a more liberal govern
ment far away from the scenes of their former
lives.
William Clayton, Eichard Hancock, John Ellis,
Eichard Guy, and Richard Woodmancy were pris
oners in York Castle at different times between
1660
purchasers

and 1677. Christopher
Beverly gaol in 1560.

Wetherill was incarcerated in

Of the London

company,

John

Kinsey, of Hadham, in Hertfordshire, had been a
prisoner ; William Peachy had
recently been tried at
3 Watson's Annala of

Philadelphia, vol. ii. pp. 245,246.
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Bristol, and was under sentence of banishment as a
"meetings;"
John Cripps had
convict for attending
lain twelve days in a cell at Newgate for keeping
his hat on in a bold and irreverent manner when the
Lord Mayor passed by into Guild Hall; Thomas 01live had been confined in Northampton gaol ; so also
had John Woolston ; and Dr. Daniel Wills was " tried
offense,"
for banishment for a third
and was "thrice
in prison for holding meetings in his house." Mr.
Brown, from whose address1 these facts are extracted,
states that he gleaned them from

" are all
where they
larity,"

set forth

" Besse's Sufferings/'

with painful particu

"The

names of nearly all the
early settlers of Burlington can be found in that
record of persecution.
doubt if there has ever been
another town of which so many of its citizens had
been in the gaol.
Certainly no other can speak of
and

adds:

I

the

matter

with

so

much

honest

pride."

Ollive,

Woolston, and Wills were all men of note, and their
attachment to the London company had much influ
ence upon its career.

"Kent." — In his interest
The Sailing of the Ship
ing address, above referred to, Henry Armitt Brown
drew the following vivid picture of the departure of
the emigrants, their voyage, and their arrival at their
future home :
"The preparations are now made,and the time for departure is at
hand. The two companies have appointed commissionersto govern
them,—Joseph Helmsley, Robert Stacy, "William Emley, and Thomas
Foulko for the Yorkshire people; Thomas Ollive, Daniel Wills, John
Fenford, and Benjamin Scott for the London purchasers. They have
secureda stanch ship, under the commandof an experienced seaman,
and she is now lying ready in the Thames. With what feelings does
this band of self-devotedexiles go on board ! Does any one of the halfmillion souls of the great metropolis notice the little companyof Eng
lish yeomen as, laden with their scanty store of household stuff, and
leading their wives and children hy the hand, they shake the dust of
England from their feet and clamber on deck? Doesany oneforesee,as
lie looks with pride on the forest of mastsand yard-arms that stretches
from London Tower to London Bridge, that of all tho ships that move
to and fro beneath him or He at anchor on the crowdedThamesbut one
Bhall he remembered? It is not that big merchantman,fast to yonder
wharf, discharging the rich cargo she has just brought from the Indies ;
nor this gallant vesselthat, as she Bwingswith the tide, turns to him a
hull starred with many a Dutch or Spanish broadside; nor yet the
stately ship that at this moment comes slowly up under full sail from
Gravesend. Long after theseand they that sailed them shall have been
forgotten, the happy citizens of a free commonwealthin a distant land
' Kent' and
shall speak with affectionate remembranceof the good ship
* Master Godfrey Harlow.1 Obscureand unnoticed, and perhaps on that
account undisturbed, all are at last on board. They have taken leaveof
their country; it only remains to say farewell to their king. It is a
pleasant day in the opening summerand London is full of gayety. The
banquets at Whitehall have never been more brilliant, and the king, in
spite of French victories and Popish plots and Quaker persecutions,is as
gay as ever. What cares good-naturedCharles,or my Lady of Cleveland,
or his Lordship of Buckingham if the public mind be full of discontent,
and the public coffersempty, and the prestige of England be threatened
both on sea and land? The weather is fine, the French gold still holds
out, and the charms of Her Grace of Portsmouth are as fresh as ever.
The bright sun and the pleasant air tempt His Majesty upon the water,
and he passesthe afternoon floating in his barge. The Thames is full of
shipping, for at this time London has no rival in commercebut Amster
dam, and the king amuseshimself watching the vesselsas they cometo
and fro. Suddenly the barge approachesa ship evidently about to sail.
Something attracts the king and draws him near. A group of men and

i The Settlement of Burlington, delivered iu Burlington Dec. G,1877.

Ill

womenare on tho deck, plain in appearance,sombre in dress,quiet in
demeanor. They are of the yeoman classchiefly, and the gay courtiers
wonder what attracts the attention of the king. The two strangely dif
ferent vesselscometogether,and for a moment thosewidely separated
companiesare face to face. Charles, with that pleasant vuicethat could
heal with a fiiendly phrase the wounds inflicted by a lifetime of ingrati
America,'
tude, inquires who they are. * Quakers, bound to
is the re
ply. There is a pause for an instant, and then the king, with a royal
flings
them his blessing,and Charles II. and his Quaker sub
gesture,
jects have parted forever.2
On the 6th of August (uld style), TG77,
there is excitement on the 'Kent.1 The voyage has been fair, but the
oceanis wide and full of perils, and all are longing for the land. Sud
denly a faint line appearson the horizon. Slowly it rises from the sea,
until at last the straining eyes of the 'KentV passengerscan make out
land. . . . The old ship turns to the northwest and enters the mouth of
a beautiful bay. This is the first view of the western world,— the har
bor of New York. The object the emigrants have in view in coming
here is to wnit upon Sir Edmund Andros, the Duke of York's lately ap
pointed Governor of his territory.
Accordingly fhe comnrssioners go
on shore. Andros receivesthem coldly. They inform him of their pur
poseto settleon the Delaware. He feigns an ignoranceof their authority.
They remind him of the law, and repeathow the land in West Jersey was
granted by the king to his brother, by the duke to Carteret and Berkeley,
and by them to their grantors. It is of no use. ' Show me a line from the
himself,' says
Andros. They have neglected(his precaution. Upon
Duke
which the Governor forbidsthemto proceed,and whenremonstratedwith
toucheshis sword significantly. Here isa new andunexpectedtrouble,and ,
it is no comfort to learn that John Fenwick is at the momenta prisoner
in New York for attempting his settlementat Salemwithout the duke's
authority. Suddenly their perplexity is unexpectedlyrelieved. If they
will take commissions from him, Sir Edmund will allow them to Bet
sail, but they must promise to write to England and abide by the result.
Anxious to escapefrom the dilemma they acceptthe proposal. Fenwick
is releasedat the sametime, and they set sail for the Delaware. On the
16th day of August— about the 26th,nccordingto our style—they reach
the siteof New Castle,and presently—two hundred and thirty in number
—land at the mouth of Raccoon Creek.3 . . . The Swedeshave a few
housesat the landing-place,and iu theseand in tentsand cavesour new
comers take temporary lodging. . . . Without delay the commissioners
set out to examine the country and settlethe termsof purchasewith the
Indians. Accompanied by Swedish interpreters they buy three tracts
— from the Assanpink to the Rancocas, from Rancocas to Timber
Creekj and from Timber Creek to Oldman's Creek. The Yorkshire
purchaserschoosethe former as their share; the London decideto settle
at Arwaumus, near the present.Gloucester; and Daniel Wills orders tim
ber to be felled and grass to be cut in preparation for the winter. But
a secondthought prevails. Why should we separate? We have passed
through many perils together; we are few in number; tho forests are
thick and full of savages; let us build a town in company. It is at
once agreedupon. Where shall it be? . . .
"It is probable that Oldman's Creek, Assanpink, Matiniconk, and
Jegou's Islands were all suggestedand discussedin turn. The first was
too near John Fenwick's colony, the secondwas too far away, the third
was too far from the mainland, the last was a suitable site for a town.
Soon a decisionin its favor was arrived at, and the emigrants embarked
in small boatsand began the ascentof the Delaware.
"Tinakonk, the residenceof the ancient Swedish Governors; Wickakoe, a small settlement of that people close to the high bluff called
'Coaquanock,'
town;'
'a splendid site for a
Takona, an ancient In
River,'
dian town, and the mouth of the Rancocas,or 'Northampton
are passedin turn. It is alreadylate in October,and the wild landscape
lies bathedin tho mellow glory of the Indian summer. Beneath a sky
more cloudlessthan English eyeshavebeenwont to seewavesthe prim
eval forest clad in the rainbow garments of the fall. No sound breaks
the stillness savethe plash of the oars in the water or the whistling of
the wings of the wild-fowl that rise in countless numbers from the
marshes. The air is full of the perfumeof grapes,that hang in clusters
on.the banks and climb from tree to tree, and the-sturgeonsleap before
the advancing prow. The startled deer stands motionless upon the
beach; and hidden in the tangled thickets the Indian gazes in silent

...

2 Vide Smith's Hist, of N. J., p. 93: "King Charles II. in his barge,
pleasuring on the Thames,camealongside,seeing a great many passen
gers, and informed whence they were bound, aBked if they were all
blessing."
Quakers, and gave them his
» Smith's History, p. 93.
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The town
western part for the London proprietors.
lots in Burlington were mostly of ten or eleven acres,
intended only for a house, orchard, and garden. Some

is

At first the dwellings were
porary meeting-house.
either mere caves hollowed out iii banks and protected
at their entrances with boards, or the most primitive
The opinion that they were
shanties imaginable.
pronounced erroneous.
Two Dutch
built of logs

is

1

William Matlack's affidavitstatingthose facts
A, iu tho surveyor-general'soffice in Burlington.

a

is

a

.
.

a

is

it
is

a

it

it

is it

a

and London Bridge also attest that the minds of the
pioneers frequently reverted to their native Albion.

Frontier Settlements— Various Interests Es
tablished — The Indians. — All that has come down
to us through

more than two centuries respecting the
1677 has been given to the
We now proceed to note the advance of the

founding of the town in
reader.

settlement, which was increased numerically by the
arrival, late in October, of party from Wickaco, the
Swedes' settlement
on the Delaware.

" Willing Mind,"
commanded by John Newcomb, arrived from London,
with sixty or seventy passengers, and dropped anchor
at Elsirkgburgh.
Some of those who came over by
" Willing Mind"
the
located at Salem, some at Bur
lington.
In this year arrived the " flie-boat"
" Martha," which set sail from
Burlington, in Eng
land, late in the summer, bearing one hundred and
Late in November,

1677, the ship

fourteen passengers, who contemplated settlement in
the Yorkshire tenth.
John Kinsey, then
young
man, a son of John Kinsey, the commissioner, whose
early death has been referred to, came on one of these
ships, or about that time.
He
mentioned else
where.
The first ship to navigate the Delaware as
Shield,"
far as Burlington was the "
from Hull, Capt.

Towes, commander.
A.t the present site of Philadel
phia she went so near the bold shore iu
turning that
part of the tackling struck the trees, and some of
those on board are said to have remarked at the time
that
was
fine site for town.
The breeze fresh
ened, and the vessel was borne up the stream to
The journal of Dankers and Sluyter, in 1670,published by tho Long
Island Historical Society, vol. pp. 173-175.
Bridlington and Burlington are the same name,and tho
latter
vory old form of the word.- Henry ArmUt Brown.
i.

it

travelers thus described Burlington two years after
was laid out: "The English and many others Jiave
houses made of nothing but clap-boards, as they call

week or two of the beginning of the town, were dated
Burlington.3
Daniel Wills gave to one portion of
the neighborhood the name of his native "North
ampton."
Thomas Ollive, who located in Willing
borough, gave that locality its name. York Street
at

to bo found in Book

is
a

a

a

a

along the river were smaller.
Everybody was speedily busy making preparations
Under the direction of Marshall,
for the winter.
building was vigorously prosecuted. The woods rang
builders'
axes. On the Main
with the blows of the
small opening cleared for the
Street, near Broad, in
tem
purpose, was erected tent designed to serve as

Mr. Brown
authority for the statement that the
earliest letters written from the place, some within

a

it,

Street.
extended
south of Broad Street. Another, crossing
east and west through the middle of the island.
A
third was opened along the river side. The town
thus laid out was divided into twenty properties, ten
in the eastern part for the Yorkshire and ten in the

called New Beverly, and later Bridlington, and by
appears on Holme's map, dated 1682.

that name

is

has come to be known as
It is probable it did not at first extend far

was what

was
memory of an old Yorkshire village
Burlington. Smith says
was at first

a

High or Main

In

christened

a

assisted.1
A broad and imposing main
young men
street was opened through the forest, running at right
angles to the river southward into the country. This

name.

a

Richard Noble, a surveyor, who had come out from
England with John Fenwick two years before, and
whose profession had familiarized him with the coun
try.
To Noble all authorities agree in stating was at
once committed the duty of laying out the town, — a
labor in which William Matlack and others of the

Swede who introduced the block-house in America.
Soon the settlement began to take on the appear
ance of a town, and to be regarded as worthy of

it

How the Town was Founded.— Among those who
cameinthe "Kent" and settled at and near what is now
Burlington were Thomas Ollive, Daniel Wills, Wil
liam Peachy, William Clayton, John Cripps, Thomas
Harding, Thomas Nositer, Thomas Fairnsworth, Mor
gan Drewet,
William Pennton, Henry Jennings,
William Hibes, Samuel Lovett, John Woolston, Wil
liam Woodmancy, Christopher Saunders, and Robert
Powell. John Wilkinson and William Perkins, with
their families, were passengers, but died on the voy
age.
John Kinsey, one of the commissioners, died
before reaching Burlington, but was buried there.
One Marshall, a carpenter, was a passenger, and his
services were greatly in demand as soon as building
was begun and improvements inaugurated.
Another
who accompanied the pioneers to Burlington was

They make wooden frame, as in West
phalia and at Altona, but not so strong, then split
boards of clap-wood like coopers' staves, though un
little finger
bent, so that the thickest end
about
thick, and the other
made sharp like the end of
knife. They are about five or six feet long, and are
nailed on with the ends lapping over each other.
.
cold and windy the best people plaster
When
clay."2
them with
These abodes were characteristic
It was the
ally English in their primitive structure.
them here.

2

wonder at the pale-faced strangers that have come to take his place in
the land of his fathers. Presently the river seems suddenly to cometo
a stop. On the left is a gravel beach. In the distancein front an island,
with a steep red bank washed by the rushing stream and pierced with
swallows1holes. To the right a bit of marsh, the mouth of a silvery
creek, a meadowsloping to the shore, and then a high bank lined with
mulberi ies and sycamoresand unutterably green. For the first time and
Burlington.'*
after bomany dayBthe eyesof its foundershave restedupon

8
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it,

Burlington, where she was moored to a tree, which,
tradition has
was identical with the enormous
sycamore yet standing on the river-bank, nearly in
front of the residence of Mr. C. Ross Grubb. The

it

cold,

changed, suddenly becoming so intensely
said, that the following morning the people

is

weather

"

Shield" came off on the ice which had
formed during the night.
In the " Shield" came William Emley, the second

on board the

113

The
simple, their wants few and easily satisfied.
place yielded them all that was needful to eat and to
wear. Their industry supplied anything further that
Ollive's mill, on Mill Creek, was
quickly built. A trade with Barbadoes was begun by
Mahlon Stacy and others as early as the winter of
" ketch" of fifty tons met with the
1679-80, and their
good fortune their enterprise deserved. The follow
ing year, by an act of Assembly, "all vessels bound

was required.

province"

"

obliged to enter and clear" at

time, with his wife and two children, one born on the
passage, also two men and two women servants;

to the

Mahlon Stacy, his wife, children,

and at the same time two annual fairs were provided
for in the Market Street " for all sorts of cattle and all
manner of merchandise."1

in the Delaware and its tributary streams. Game was
plentiful in the forest. The habits of the people were

a

it

a

is

it

agreed that
bee recom
meetinge belonging to this

Antedating this by several years, five years after
the landing of the first settlers, by an act of Assembly
passed Sept. 28, 1682, the citizens had devoted " to
schools" the broad acres of Ma
the use of the public
tiniconk Island.
The church, the press, the school had been
burying-ground

estab

opened, and al
ready had received the remains of some of the pioneers.
The people were living in thrift and in peace, and
lished.

had been

contentment dwelt at their firesides. The settlers ex
perienced little trouble from the Indians. Says Henry
Armitt Brown, —
true, who dwelt hardb}',had committed murder
"The Mantas,
at Matiniconk and plundered poor Jegou some years before the arrival
'Kent,'
but thesewere exceptional instances. The Lenni Lcnape
of the
were peaceful race. Upright in personand straight of limb, tlieir ficrco
countenancesof tawny reddish-brown belied a gentle nature. Gravo
even to sadness,courteousto strangers and respectful to the old, never
iu haste to speak, and of cool, deliberatetemper,this mysterious people
easily forgaveinjury and neverforgot kindness, more than repaying tho
benevolenthumanity of the settlersof Burlington by a forbearing friend
ship that lived aslong as they. At the sametime at which the savages
of Virginia were punishing cold-bloodedmurder with passionateblot dshed,and scourging with fury every plantation from the Potomac to the
James, and on the northern sky the light of blazing villages, from one
end of New England to tho other, marked the despairing vengeanceof
a

King Philip, the banks of Delaware smiledin unbroken peace,and their
simple-heartednative, consciousof tho fate that would speedilyovortako
his people,— which no one foretold sooneror more touchingly than he,—
was saying in council here in Burlington, We are your brothers, and
intend to live like brotherswith you. We will have broad path for you
a

;

sidered.
the town grew. The sur
Settlement continued
cut up into large
gradually
was
rounding country
farms. The early, settlers depended on the product
of the earth for their support. Fish were abundant

here,
mend to each quarterly
meetinge."

Learning and Spicer's L-iws of New Jersey, p. 4'io Hazard's Annals
of Pennsylvania, vol. p. !>o7.
;

a

Many of those above mentioned became prominent
Not few of them will be found mentioned
in succeeding pages, as the successive early events of
Burlington's history and its leading interests are con
citizens.

tinue the presse

'

:

a

a

a

;

a

merchant
Fretwell, John Newbold, one Barnes,
Hull Francis Baswick, George Parks, George
number more. The same
Hill, John Heyres, and
year there arrived in the province
ship from Lon
don, which brought over John Denn, Thomas Kent,
John Hollinshead, with their families; William
Hewlings, Abraham Hewlings, Jonathan Eldridge,
John Petty, Thomas Kirley, and others. Some of
these settled at Salem, and others at 'Burlington.
few years, the fol
About the same time, or within
lowing persons arrived from England and settled at
Burlington John Butcher, William Butcher, Henry
Grubb, William Brightwin, Thomas Gardner, John
Budd, John Bourten, Seth Smith, Walter Pumphrey,
Thomas Ellis, James Satterthwaite, Richard Arnold,
John Woolman, John Stacy, Thomas Eves, Benjamin
Duffield, John Payne, Samuel Cleft, William Cooper,
John Shinn, William Biles, John Skein, John Warrel, Anthony Morris, Samuel Bunting, Charles Read,
Francis Collins, Thomas Mathews, Christopher Weth
erill, John Dewsberry, John Day, Richard Basnett,
John Antrom, William Biddle, Samuel Furnace,
John Ladd, Thomas Raper, Roger Higgins, and
Wood."
Thomas
from

Jersey, on the 10th of the 7th month, 1690, an account
beinge given here that severall particular friends have
engaged themselves to raise
considerable sum of
money for the encouragement of the printer to con
it

Godfrey Newbold,

Richard Green, Peter Fretwell, John

i.

;

his wife and children

Dewsbury,

ing-press had been set up.
"A yearly meetinge held at Burlington, West New

it
is

John

;

;

;

Sattersall,

a

Robert Schooley, his wife and chil
James Pharo, his wife and children Susannah
Fairnsworth, her children and two servants Richard
two children;

dren

A

;

;

John Wood

a

;

Thomas Potts, his wife and chil
and four children Thomas Wood,
his wife and children; Robert Murfin, his wife and

dren

The first act of the Friends' meeting was to provide
collection of money monthly " for ye support of
for
poor,"
ye
and the second to consider "selling of rum
Indians,"
" be lawful att all for
unto
and whether
Friends'
itt." In
pfessing truth to be concerned in
print
ten or
dozen years after settlement begun
a

Thomas Revell, his wife, chil
Godfrey Hancock, his wife, chil

a

;

;

dren, and servants
dren, and servants

;

Lambert and servant;

a

ser

were

" chief town and head," " the port of Burlington,"

1

and several

Thomas Lambert, his wife,
vants, men and women
children, and several men and women servants John

its

HISTORY OF BURLINGTON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

sale; that ducks, geese, turkeys, pheasants, partridges,
and rabbits abounded on the land, and that the Dela
ware was well stocked with many kinds offish ; that
cranberries made an excellent sauce for venison, tur
" are better to
keys, and other great fowl ; that they
;"
that
make tarts than either gooseberries or cherries
cyder"
"
we can readily
the pippins made a curious
and thrifty people who
see they were an industrious
were bent upon securing

good homes and well pro

viding them.

John Crips, in a letter to Henry Stacy, dated Bur
lington, the 26th of the eighth month, 1677, says, . . .
" The country and air seems to be very agreeable to
our bodies, and we have very good stomachs to our
victuals. Here is plenty of provisions in the country
plenty of fish and fowl, and good venison very plen
tiful and much better than ours in England, for it
not so dry, but is full of gravy, like fat young

I

creatures except two rattlesnakes,

both."

and

I killed

them

The following is an extract from a letter of Mahlon
Stacy to his brother Revell and others, dated the 26th
of the 4th month, 1680 :
" My cousin Revell and I, with someof my men,went last third month
into the river to catch herrings, for at that time they camein great
shoals into the shallows ; we had neither rod nor net, but after the Tndian fashion made a round pinfold, about two yards over, and afoot
high, but left a gap for the fish to go in at, and made bush to lay in the
gap to keep the fish in, and when that was done we took two long
birches and tied their topstogether and went about a stone'scastabove
our said pinfold, there hauling these birches' houghs down the stream,
where we drove thousandsbeforeus, but so many got into our trap as it
would hold, and then we began to haul them on shore as fast as threecr
four of us could, by two or three at a time,and after this manner,in half
an hour, we could have filled a three bushel sack of as good and large
herrings asever saw. And as to beef and pork, hero is great plenty of
it and cheap,and also good sheep. Tho common grass of this country
feedsbeef very fat.
have killed two this year, and therefore have
besides have seen this fall, in Burlington, killed
reason to know
eight or nine fat oxen and cowson market day, and all very fat. And
though speak of herrings only, lest any should think we have little
other sorts, we have great plenty of most sorts of fish that ever saw in
England, besidesseveral other sorts that are not known there, asrocks,
cat-fish,shad, sheep-heads,sturgeons,and fowls plenty, as ducks, geese,
turkies, pheasants,partridges,and many other sorts that
cannot re
memberand would be too tedious to mention. Indeed the country, take
as wilderness, a brave country, though no place will pleaso all.
But somewill he ready to say he writes of conveniences,but not of in
conveniences. In answer to those,Ihonestly declare, thereis somebar
ren lands, as (I suppose)there is in most placesof the world, and more
wood than somewould have upon their lands, neither will the country
produce corn without labor, nor cattle be got without something to buy
them, nor breadwith idleness,else it would be brave country indeed.
good word, for my part
And question not, but all then would give
like it so well neverhad the least thought of returning to England,
except on the account of trade.
Stacy."

I

I

I

i Smith's IJist. of N. J., p. 100,and 130,note ; Bancroft, vol. ii. p. 102
el seq.; Idem,p. 21G. " When six of thehostile chieftainspresentedthem
selvesas messengersto treat of a reconciliation, in the blind fury of the
mo'mentthey were murdered." This was in 1075. The war in Virginia
continuedmorethan a year afterwards. King Philip's " rebellion'' broke
out in Juue, 1G75. He was killed in August, 1G7G.
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letter to William Cook, of Sheffield, and others,

" This is most brave place, whatever
envy or evil spies may speak of
could wish you all here. Burlington will bea place of trade quickly,
for hero
way for trade.
with eight more, last winter, bought a
good ketch of fifty tons, freigli+ed her out at our own charge,and sent
her to Barbados,and so to sail to Saltertugas,to take in part of her lading
in salt, and tho rest in Barbadosgoods,asshecameback, which said voy
age she hath accomplishedvery well, and nuw rides before Burlington,
discharging her lading, and so to go to the West Indies again,and wein
tend to freight her out with our own corn. Wo have wanted nothing
since we camehither, hut the companyof our good friends and acquaint
ances; all our people are xe.rywell, and in a hopeful way to live much
better than ever they did, and not only so, but to provide well for their
posterity. They improve their lands and have good crops,and if uur
friends and countrymen como they will find better reception than wo
had by far, at first, beforothe country wassettledas now it is.
know
not one amongthe people that desiresto be in England again.
meau
wonder at our Yorkshire people,that they had rather
since settled.
1

hither again, whicii
take many of these scruples out of

turned with their whole families

In

Stacy wrote thus, —

I

I

so, but, on the other hand, here are several per
sons, men of estate, that have been here and have
gone back to England and sold their estates and re

"Mahlon

I,

'
whereas your letter to me saith, several have come
England,' —
back from this country to
two or three,
suppose ; these are lazy, idle persons that have done

I

I

I

tasted
do not remember that ever
better water in any part of England than the springs
of this place do yield, of which is made very good
And
beer and ale, and here is also wine and cyder.

I

He also-in another letter, dated Burlington, the
19th of 4th month-, 1678, says, . . . "Your letter
'
saith, it's reported the water is not so good as in

a

by

is

exceeds the river Thames

a

It

I

most in the world.
degrees."

many

I

I

I

methinks

I

I

I

" The Indians are very loving to us, except here
and there one when they have gotten strong liquors
in their heads, which they now greatly love. But for
like it very well, and do be
the country in short,
lieve that this river of Delaware is as good a river as

England.'

snakes, and several other creatures (I do believe be
cause see the Indians have such skins to sell), but
have traveled several hundred of miles to and fro,
never to my knowledge saw one of those
and

it,

eats

beef. . . .

I

a

cial town, none of them then forseeing the possibility
of an overwhelming rival in the future Philadelphia.
When we read in their old letters that within three or
" Kent" deer were
four years after the arrival of the
brought in continually by the Indians and offered for

I

I

The Pioneers' Experiences and Impressions. —
There is little doubt that the settlers fully believed Bur
lington would speedily become an important commer

if nothing else were said or done in praise
suppose there are many in
of this country. But
England that desire to hear ill of this place because
they would keep their friends there with them, and
they think we never write enough of the bad proper
this'
ties of the country and vermin in it.. Now
may
say, in short, that here are bears, wolves, foxes, rattle
the way

it,

and us to walk. in. If an Indian bo asleepin this path, the Englishman
shnll passhim by and do him no harm: and if an Englishman be asleep
in it, the Indian shall passhim by and say, 'He is an Englishman— he is
alone;'
asleep—let him
The path shall beplain; there shall not be in
it a stump to hurt the feet." t

I
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live in servitude and work hard all tho year and not be three pence
the better at tho year's end, than stir out of tho chimney corner and
transport themselves to a place where with tho like pains, in two or
three years they might know better things.
" never repentedmy coming hither, nor yet rememberedthe argu
ments and out-cry agninst New Jersey with regret. live aswell to my
content, and in as great plenty as ever did, and in far more likely way
to get an estate. Though hear somehave thought was too large in
my former, affirm it to be true, having seen more with mine eyes in
this time since than ever yet wrote of.
Stacy."
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ernment of the country, be they Christians or Indians (now that these
have so far agreed to abide the laws of civil government),otherwise it
is in vain for us to pretend to magistracyor government ; it being that
we own to be lawful, both iu principle and practice. . . .
" The Indians have beenvery serviceableto us by selling us venison,
Indian corn, pea?',and boans,fish, and fowl. . . .
" The women plant the corn and carry burdens. There are many of
them of a good undel-standing,considering their education,and in tlieir
public meetings of business they have excellent order, one speaking
after another; and while one is speaking all the rest keep Bilent, and
do not so much as whisper one to the other.
"Mahlon
" We had several meetings with them ; one was in order to put down
Thomas Budd, who owned a share of propriety in
the sale of rum, brandy, and other strong liquors to them, they being a
West Jersey, being ancestor to a large family there, people that have no governmentof themselvessoas to drink in modera
tion. At which time there were eight kings (oneof them wasOkanickon,
and who arrived at Burlington in 1678, in a pamphlet
a noted friend to tho English) and many other Indians. The king sat on
describing the country about nine or ten years after
a form, and we on another, over against them. They had preparedfour
belts of Wampum (so their current money is called, being black and
wards, says, —
white beads,made of a fish shell) to give us as seals of Ihe covenant
,f
The Indians told us, in a conferenceat Burlington, shortly after wo
they made with us. One of the kings, by the consentand appointment
came into the country, they were advised to make war on us, and cut
up and madethis following speech:
of the rest,
us off while we were but few ; for that we sold them the Smallpox with
. . . " l The strong liquor wasfirst sold us by the Dutch ; and they are
the Match coat they had bought of us. Which causedour people to be blind ; they had no eyes,they did not seethat it was for our hurt. Tho
in fears and jealousies concerning them ; therefore we sent for the In
next people that cameamong us were the Swedes,who continued the
dian Kings, to speak with them, who, with many more Indians, came sale of these strong liquors to us; they were also blind; they had no
to Burlington, where he bad a conferencewith them about the matter. eyes,they did not see it to be hurtful to us to drink it, although we
We told them we came amongst them by their own consent,and hdd
know it to be hurtful to us; but if people will sell it to us, we are so in
bought the land of them, for which we had honestly paid,as well as for
love wi tli it that we cannotforbearit; when wedrink it, it makesus mad;
all the commoditieswhich he had at any time bought of them ; that we
we do not know what to do ; we then abuseone another ; we throw each
respectful
and
first
to
them
from
the
timo
of
our
been
just,
kind,
had
other into the fire. Sevenscoreofour peoplehavebeenkilled by reason
coming,and therefore know no reasonthat they had to make war on us.
of the drinking it since the time it was first sold us. Those people that
Bpeech
To which one of them in behalf of the rest, madethe following
sell it are blind; they have no eyes. But now there is a people cometo
in answer:
live amongstus that have eyes; they seeit to befor our hurt, andwe know
" ' Our young men may speaksuch wordsaswe do not like nor approve
it to be fur our hurt; they are willing to deny themselvesthe profit of
your
speak
young men may
of, and we cannot help it. And some of
it for our good. Those people have eyes; we are glad such a people are
such words as you do uot like, and you cannot help that. We are your
comeamong amongus ; we must put it down by mutual consent; the
you
; we have no mind
brothers, and intend to live like brothers with
cask must be sealedup; it must be madefast; it must not leak by day
to have war, for when we have war wo are only skin and bones; the
nor by night, in light nor in the dark ; and we give you thesefour belts
meat that we eatdoesus no good. We always are in fear. We havenot
of Wampum, which we would have you lay up safe,and keep by you,
the benefit of the sun to shine on us ; we hide us in holes and corners;
to be witnessesof this agreementthat wo make with you ; and we would
we are minded to live in peace. If we intend,at any time, to make war
have you tell your children that thesefour belts of Wampum are given
upon you, we will let you know of it, and the reasonswhy we makewar
you to be witnessesbetwixt us and you of this agreement.'"
with you; and if you make us satisfaction for the injury done us, for
which the war was intended, then we will not make war on you; and
The following notice of the early settlement of
if you intend at any time to make war on us, we would have you let us Burlington
by the English, communicated to the
know of it, and the reason; and if we do not make satisfaction for the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania by John F. Wat
injury done unto yoii, then you may make war on us. Otherwise we
ought not to do it. You are our brothers, and we are willing to live
son, was copied from the original autograph of Mrs.
like brothers with you. We are willing to have a broad path for you
Mary Smith, a Friend, who arrived with the primi
and us to walk in, and if an Indian is asleepin this path, the English
colonists when she was only four years of age : L
Englishman
tive
pass
if
be
no
and
an
harm;
asleep
and
do
him
Bhall
by
man
pass
him
andsay,"he
is
an
by
Englishman;
shall
Indian
in this path,the
"Robert Murfin and Ann, his wife, living in Nottinghamshire, Eng
sleep."
It shall be a plain path; land, had one daughter born there in the year 1674,tho 4th of the 2d
he is aBleep,let him alone, he loves
path
our
And
as
stump
a
to hurt
feet.
to the
there must not be in this
month, namedMary (the writer of this account, who married the first
smallpox, it was once in my grandfather's time, and it could not be the
Daniel Smith, of Burlington). After that they had a son called Robert.
English that could Bend it to us then, there being no English in the
"Some time after it came iu their minds to move themselves and
country ; and it was once in my father's time ; they could not sendit to
family into West Jersey in America, and in order thereto they went to
do not believe they have
us then either; and now it is in my time;
Hull and provided provisions suitable for their necessary occasions,
sent it to us now ; do believe it is the Man abovi that hath sent it to
such as fine flour, butter, cheese,with other Buitable commodities in
us.'
good store; then took their passagein the good ship, the 'Shield of
Stockton,'
"Some are apt to ask, how we can propose safely to live amongsuch
with Mahlon Stacy, Thos. Lambert, and many more families
a heathen people as the Indians, whoso principles and practices lead of good repute and worth ; and in the voyage there were two died and
them to war and bloodshed; and ours, on the contrary, to love enemies? two born; so that they landed as many as they took on board. And
Indians' consent and goodliking, and
answer, that we settled by the
after about sixteen weeks sailing or on board they arrived at Burling
bought the land of them that we settle on, which they conveyedto us
ton in the year 1678; this being the first ship that ever was known to
by deedsunder their hands and seals,and also submittedto severalarti
comeso high up the Delawaro River. Then they landed and madesome
cles of agreementwith us, viz., not to do us any injury; but if it Bhould such dwellings asthey could for tho present time, some in caves and
people
injure
happen
should
or
harm
any
time
do
their
of
any
that
so
others in palisade-housessecured. With that the Indians, very numer
to any of us, then they were to make us satisfaction for the injury done. ous but very civil for the most part, brought corn and venison, and Bold
agreements
in
conse
then,
break
thesecovenantsaud
Therefore if they
the English for such things as they needed; so that the said English
quence thereof, they may be proceededagainst as other offenders,vi«.,
had somenew supply to help their old Block, which may well beattrib
Magistrate's
subjection
hands
the
power, into whoso
to the
to keep in
uted to the good hand of Providence so to preserve and provide in such
punishment
justice
of
sword of
is committed to be used by him for tho
a wilderness.
praise
of them that do well ; therefore do believeit
evil-doers,and the
power
justice
hy the
to be both lawful and expedientto bring offendersto
1 Historical Collection of the State of New Jersey, Barber and Howe,
of the magistrate'ssword, which is not to he used in vain ; but may be
1841.
used against such us raise rebellions and insurrections againBt the gov
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"I may not omit some English lhat came the year before,which
landed lower down the river, and were gotten to Burlington, who came
in somesmall vesselsup to Burlingtoo before us, and was so consented
to by the Indians.
" The first comers,with the othersthat camenear that time, madean
agreement with tho Indians for their land being after this manner:
From the river to such and such creeks, and v.as to be paid in goods
after this manner, say, so many match coats, guns, hatchets, hoes,ket
tles, two full boxes,with other materials, all in number as agreedupon
of both Indians and English. "When these goods wore gotten from
England and tho Indians paid, then the above-mentionedpeople sur
renderedsomepart of the land to settle themselvesnear the river, for
they did not dare go far from it at first.
" must not forget that these valiant subjects,both to God and their
king, did buy their land iu old England before they enteied (upon

I

this engagement),and after all this did submit themselvesto mean liv
ing, taking it with thankfulness, mean and course; as pounding Indian
corn one day for the next day; for there was no mill except some few
steed-mills,and (we) thought eowell of this kind of hard living that
never heard them say, ' would had never comeI' which is worth ob
serving, consideringhow plentifully they lived in England. It seems
no other than the hand of God so to Bendthem to prepare a place for
wish they that come after may considerthese
the future generations.
things,and not be like the children of Israel after they were settled iu
the land of Canaan, forgetting the God of their fathers and following
their own vanities, and sobring displeasureinstead of the blessings of
God upon themselves,which fall and loss will be very great on all
such.
" Now to return to Robert Murfin and his wife. After they cameinto
this land they had one son called John, and in the year 1681they had
another son called WUliam,and in the year 1684they had a daughter
i amedJohanah. Robert and John died young.1
" It may be observedhow God's providence made room for us in a

I

I

I

I

wonderful manner in taking away the Indians. There came a dis
temper2 among them so mortal that they could not bury all their dead.
Others went away, leaving their town. It was said that an old Indian
king spoke prophetically before his death and said the English should
increaseand tho Indians decrease

Anecdotes in which Some Notable Men Fig
ured.3 — " The early Quaker inhabitants of Burling
ton were distinguished as well for their intelligence
their piety.

Dr. Franklin found among them
minds congenial to his own, whose society he much
enjoyed.
To go still further back, the following may
interest our readers as one of the pleasant little tra
ditions of the good old times: William Penn, when

as for

used to sail up in his
Governor of Pennsylvania,
barge from Philadelphia to his manor house in Pennsbury, a few miles above Bristol. He would frequently
stop on his way to visit Governor Jennings, of New
Jersey (who was also a distinguished Quaker minis
On one occasion Jennings and one of his
ter).
friends were enjoying their pipes, — a practice which

...

On hearing that
Penn disliked.
the gentlemanly
Penn's barge was in sight, they put away their pipes
that their friend might not be annoyed, and en
deavored to conceal from him what they were about.

He came in upon them, however, somewhat sud

denly, and pleasantly remarked that he was glad they

t Mary Smith was found drowned with her horse in the year 1739,
near the Long Bridge, in the Northern Liberties; supposedto have oc
curred from her intending to give her horse water where it was very
Burlington."
deep; " that was then the direct and only road to
2 This was tho smallpox (brought amongst them hy tho colonists),

which from tho manner of treating hy sweatingand then plunging into
cold water wasvery fatal.
=Historical Collections of the State of New Jersey. Barber and
Ilowe, 1844.

had sufficient sense of propriety to be ashamed of the
practice. Jennings, rarely at a loss for an answer, re
joined that they were not ashamed, but desired to
avoid hurting a weak brother.
Another anecdote we
will give, illustrative of the simplicity and genuine

hospitality of early days. Somewhere about the year
1753, the family of John Smith (brother of Smith, the
historian), then occupying the venerable and in those
days imposing mansion of the late excellent Mr.
Coleman, were sitting at their tea-table under the
trees at their door in the main street. A gentleman (a
stranger) passing along was invited to partake of their

fare, and was induced by the conversation that ensued
to settle in the place.
He became one of the most ef
ficient and valuable citizens of Burlington, and his

family, in the second and third generations, are (1844)
This was
among the most respectable inhabitants.
Isaac Collins, the first Burlington printer and editor
of an ably-conducted paper, which was commenced
Dec. 5, 1777, and was employed successively by the

colony and the States. Throughout the war it was
the leading vehicle of information to the Whigs, and
Governor Livingston and others wrote many effective
essays for it.
He printed ' Livingston's Philosophic
Solitude,'
a large edition of the Bible, the Burlington
money."
Almanac, and probably the first Continental

"The Days that Tried Men's Souls."— A Lady

Revolution* — The journal of Mrs.
of Burlington in the
Hill Morris during the Revolutionary period
contains all that remains to us of the history of Bur
lington in those troublous days. It is especially in
teresting, not only as contemporaneous record, but for
the keen observation it evinces, as well as the fairness
Margaret

with which the writer, who espoused the royal cause,
convictions and her varying sensations

stated her

* Extracts from the journal of Margaret Hill Morris. " Though a
fragment only, the following journal, kept by Margaret Morris for tl e
amusementof her sister, Milenh Martha Moore, will deeply interest
the reader. It embracesnearly all that has been preservedof a manu
script much valued hy the descendantsof the writer. The antiquarian
and historian of a future day mny find in it matter for reflection. But
few if any similar journals during the same period are known to exist.
As it details the daily alarms to which a private family was liable, the
frequent and often ahsnrd reports circulated, and the kind of persecu
tion to which obnoxious individuals were subjected,it will serve as a
picture, in little,of the times. No apology is offeredfor the political bias
of tho writer ; this she possessedin common with too many of her coun
trymen, both good and great,to make her a mark for satire or reprehen
sion. . . . The estimatewhich the writer herscir placed on this produc
tion is disclosedin a letter to the sister for whom it was designed,in the
following extract from one of her letters: ' I have not yet collected all
the scraps of my late diary into one piece ; when have shall send it
to thee, and tlieo will oWeno as thee readsit, that it is hy no meansfit
for mixed companiesor general communication. Part of it was written
in a serious, others in a waggish mood,and most of it after the family
were abed,and I sat up to keep guard over my fences, 4c, while tho sol
diers were next door, for fear they should pull them down to burn.' . . .
Fifty copiesof this journal were printed for private circulation in
18M,
and it has become very scarce, having excited considerable
interest
strangers."—
even among perfect
Letters of Dr. Richard Hill and
His Children. John Jay Smith, Philadelphia, 1854. Tho journal
was
printed in the work quoted from, and reprinted iu
"The Burlington
Smiths." E. Morris
Smith, Philadelphia, 1877. It is hero reproduced,
with a few omissions,all that portion having especial referencoto
Bur
lington having been retained.—Hi tokiax.
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under the influence of passing events, changeful in
character from day to day. The following extracts
are given place here, and will be found both enter

taining and instructive:
*'DecemberGth, 1776.—Being on a visit to my friend, M. S., at Had
donfield, was preparing to return to my family, when a person from
Philadelphia toTd me that the people were in great commotion; that
the English fleet was in the river, and hourly expectedto sail up to tho
city : that the inhabitants were moving into the country; and that sev
eral pei-sonsof considerablerepute had been discoveredto have formed
a design of setting fire to the city, and were summoned beforethe Con
gress and strictly enjoined to drop the horrid purpose.
On my
journey homo was told the inhabitants of our little town""(Burling
ton) "were going in haste into tho country, and that my nearest
neighbors were already removed. When heard this I felt myself quite
thought of my S. D." (her ststor, Sarah
sick ; was ready to faint.

I

...
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I

I

I

Dillwyn, wife of George,then absent) "the beloved companion of my
widowed state— her husband at a distance of somehundred miles from
her, thought of my own lonely situation— no husbandto cheer with the
voice or love my sinking spirits. My little flock, too, without a father
to direct them how to steer. AU these things crowded into my mind at
once,and I felt like. one forsaken; a flood of friendly tearscsime to my
relief, and I felt a humble confidencethat He who had been with me in
six troubles would not forsake me now. . . . and was favored to find my
family in good health on my arrival, and my desircompanionnotgreatly
discomposed,for which favour desire to bo truly thankful.
" December7lh. — A letter from my next neighbor's husband, at the
camp,warned her to bo gone in hasle, and many personscoming into
town to-day brought intelligence that the British army were advancing
toward U*.
"December 8th.— Every day begins and endswith the same accounts,
and we hear to-day that the regulars are at Trenton. Some of our
neighbors gone,and others going, makesour little bank (Green Bank,
on the river) look lonesome. But our trust in Providence is still firm,
and we dare not even talk of moving our family.
" December9th.— This evening were favored with the companyof our

I

I

faithful friend and brother, B. W. (Eichard Wells). This testimony of
h:'slove was truly acceptableto us.
" December10th.—To-day our amiable friend, H. C. (Hetty Cox), and
her family badeus adieu. My brother also left us, but returned in less
than an hour, telling us he could not go away just ns the Hessianswere
entering the town ; but, no troops coming in, we urged him to leave us
next morning, which he concluded to do, after preparing us to expect
the Hessians in a few hours. A number of galleys have been lying in
the river beforethe town for two days past,
"December 11th.— After various reports from one hour to another of
light-horse approaching,the people in town had certain intelligence
that a large body of Hessians were cometo Bordentown,and we might
expect to see them in a few hours. About ten o'clock of this day a
party of about sixty men marched down the main street; as they passed
along they told our doctor (Odell) and some other personsin the town,
that a largo number of Hessians were advancing and would be in town
in less than an hour. This party were riflemen, who, it seems,had
crossed the river somewhere in the neighborhood of Bordent >wnto
reconnoitre, and, meeting with a superior number of Hessians ou the
road, were then returning and took Burlington in their way back.
From us they crossed to Bristol, and by the time they were fairly em-
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would pledge his honour that no manner of disorder should happen to
disturb or alarm the people. Captain Moore replied that in his opinion
it would he wrong in such caseto fire on the town, but that he would
go down and consult with the commodore,and return an answer as
booh as might be. While- this answer was waited for, Dr. Odell was
told it would be a satisfaction,both to the Hessian commandant and to
out own people,to have a person who could serve as interpreter be
tweenthem. Not doubting the foreigner could speak French, the doctor
went to him, and he had the satisfaction to find it probable,at least
of the town. The commandaut
that he might be of service to thp ]>eople
seemedhighly pleased to find a person with whom he could converse
with caseand precision. Ho desired the doctor to tell the gentlemen
of the town to the same purport as above,with this addition : that he
expectedthere would be found no personsin the town in arms ; nor any
arms, ammunition, or effectsbelonging to persons that were in arms
against the king, concealedby any of the inhabitants; that if any such
effectswere thus secretpdthe hou?e in which they wero found would
be given up to pillage, to prevent which it would be necessaryto give
him a just and fair account of such effects,which account he would for
ward to the general, and that if we actedopenly and in good faith in
these respects,he repeatedhis assurancesupon the honor of a soldier
thut he would be answerable for every kind of disorder on the part of
bis troops. They remained in profound silence in their ranks, and ihe
commandantwith some of his officers cameinto town as far as J. L's,
answer.
where they dined, waiting tho commodore^s
" The doctor says that as he thought he observedmuch of the gentle
appexrance
at least of generosity and
man in the commandant,and the
humanity, he took an opportunity to inform him that there was an old
friend of his (tho doctor's) who was a colonel, and of someestimationiu
the Continental army; that he wzlbat present with Gen. Washington,
and that his lady, an amiable woman,had gone into the country with
most of hrjr effects; that the doctor was ignorant of the place of her re
treat, but that beforeher departure she had beggedhim, on the footing
of former friendship, to take into his house,and, if he mi^ht be per
mitted,to keepas under his protection somefew things which she could
not remove,and told the commandant he was ready to give an exact
account of such of her effectsas he had thus taken charge of; and at the
sametime confessedthat when he took them it waBin the hope of being
suffered to preserve them for his friend. The commandant told him,
without a moment'shesitation, ' Sir, you neednot be at the trouble of
giving any further account of those things you have so candidly men
tioned; be assuredthat whatever effectshave been intrusted to you in
this way shall consider as your own, and they shall not be touched.'

I

From this answer he was encouragedto hopehe might beof still further
serviceto his friends,andin the full persuasionthat nothing would occur
to disturbthe peaceabledisposi
tion that wasmaking; but, asit happened,
the commodorehad receivedintelligence of a party of HessianBhaving
entered Burlington beforeCapt. Moore got downto him, and hadordered
up four galleys to fire on tho town whenever any two or three persons
should be seen together. £apt. Moore met and hailed them one after
another, but the wind was so high that he was not heard or understood.
The four gondolascameup, and the first of them appearingbeforetho
main street, /. L,, T. H., and W. D. (William Dillwyn) went down upon
the wharf and waiveda hat, the signal agreedon with Capt. Moore for
the boatto comeashoreand give the commodore'sanswer in peace. To
the astonishmentof these gentlemen all the answer they receivedwas
first a swivel shot. Not believing it possible this could be designedly
done they stoodstill, and J. L. again waved his hat, and was answered
with an eighteen-pounder. Both thesefires, as the gondolapeoplehave
baiked the Hessians,to the number, as we heard, of four or five hun
since told us, were madewith as good aim as could be taken, as they
took it for granted it was at Hessiansthey fired. However, as it was
dred, had passedwhat we call York Bridge. On the first certainty of
their approach,John Lawrence and two or three others thought best, impossibleto conjecture that such conduct could have happened,or to
suspect such a mistake, it is no wonder the town was exceedingly
for the safetyof the town, to go out and meet the troops. He commu
nicated his intention to one of the gondola captains, who approved of
alarmed,looking upou it in the light of a cruel as well as unprovoked
piece of treachery. Upon this news the commandantrose calmly from
it, and desiredto be informed of the result.1'
the table, and his officerswith him went out to eight or ten men, who
(The gondohisor galleys were American gunboatB.)
had cometo the dooras a small body-guard. He turned to the doctor as
"The gentlemen went out, and though the Hessian (Count Donop, or
lie went into the street,and said he could easily disposeof his peopleout
'deNope') spoke hut little English, yet they found that, upon being
thus met in a peaceablemanner on behalf of the inhabitants, he was of the possibility of danger,hut that much mischief might be done to
ready to promise them safety and security, to exchange any messages the town, and that he would take a view of the gondolas and seewhat
that might be proper with the gentlemen of the galleys. In the mean measuresmight be necessaryon his part, but that he should be sorry to
be the occasionof any damageor distressto the inhabitants. He walked
time he ordered his troops to halt; they remained in their ranks be
down the street,and sent different ways three sentinels,in Indian file
tween the bridge and the corner of Main Street, wishing an answer
from on board. J. L. and T. H. went down to report what had passed, together,to view and report to him what they saw. These being now
and told Captain Moore that the Colonel had ordersto quarter his troops and then seen at different times,induced the people on board to believe
that the houses,were full of Hessians,and a cannonadewas continued
in Burlington that night, and that if the inhabitants were quiet and
till almost dark in differentdirections,sometimesalong the street,somepeaceable,and would furnish him with quarters and refreshment,he
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firing of cannon; the sound came from about Trenton, and at noon
number of soldiers, upwards of one thousand,came into town iu great
confusion, with baggage and some cannon. From these soldiers we
learn that there was smurt engagement yesterday at Trenton, and
that they left them engaged near Trenton Mill, but were not able to say
which side was victorious. They were again quartered on the inhabit
ants, and we again exempt from the cumber of having them lodged in
our house. Several of thosewho lodged in Col. Cox's house last week
gave them. About
returned to-night and asked for the key, which
bedtime went into the next house to Beeif the fires wore safe,and my
heart was meltedto seesuch number of my fellow-creatures lying like
swine on the floor fast asleep,and many of them without even a blanket
to cover them. It seemsvery strange to me that such a number should
be allowed to comefrom the camp at the very time of the engagement,
and shrewdly suspectthey have run away, for they can give no ac
count why they cameor where they are to march next.
"January 4th.— The accountshourly coming iu are so contradictory
and various that we know not which to give credit to. We have heard
our people have gained another victory, that the English are fleeing be
fore them, Bomeat Brunswick, someat Princeton. We hear to-day that
Sharp Delany and A. Morris (Capt. Anthony Morris, her cousin), and
others of the Pennsylvania militia are killed, and that the Count de
Nope is numberedwith the dead.
number of sick and wounded
brought into town calls upon us to extend a hand of charity towards
them. Several of my soldiers left the next house and returned to the
place from whencethey came. Upon my questioning them pretty close,
brought several to confess they had run away, being scared at the
heavy firing on the 3d. There were several pretty, innocent-looking
lads among them, and sympathized with their mothers when saw
them preparing to return to the army,
"January 5th,— heard to-day that Capt. Shippen, who threatened to
shoot my son for spying at the gondolas, killed.
forgave him long
ago . . and felt sorry.
We are told to-day that Gen. Mercer is
killed, and Mifflin
wounded what sad havoc will this dreadful war
make in our land!
"January 9th.—. . The report of poor A.Morris being killed
con
firmed by an officer who was in the battle. . , The weather very cold
some snow falling has also filled the river with ice, and we expect
will be strong enough to walk over in a day or two, and give an oppor
tunity to those inclined to escape,of crossing over, which, for several
weekspast,has beenattendedwith somedifficulty all the boats belong
ing to the town being Beizedupon by the gentlomen of the galleys, and
either borne away or broken to pieces,which they said was done to pre
vent the Hessiansfrom crossing the river and, on the same pretence,u
A
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observed several boats,with soldiers and their baggage,making up to
man who seemedto have commandover the soldiers
our wharf. . . .
first landed, civilly asked for the keys of Col, Cox's house, in which
they stored their baggageand took up their quarters for the night, and
were very quiet.
"December 20th.— This morning the soldiers at the next houso pre
pared to depart, and as they passed my door they stoppedto bless and
thank mo for the food sent them, which receivednot as my due, but
as belonging to my'Master, who had reached a morsel to them by my
hand. A great number of soldiers in town to-day; another company
took possessionof the next housewhen the first left it. The inhabitants
much straitened for breadto supply the soldiers and firewood to keep
them warm. This seemsto be on©of the many calamities of war.
"December 30th.— A number of poor soldiers, sick and wounded,
brought into town to-day, and lodged in the court-house; someof them
in private houses. To-day hear several of our townsmenhave agreed
to procure wood for the soldiers, but they found it was attended with
considerabledifficulty, as most of the wagons usually employed to bring
in wood were pressedto take the soldiers' baggage.
— This morning wo heard very distinctly a heavy
"January 3d (1777).
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" December27th.
. . . Thiseveningabout three thousand of the Penn
sylvania militia and other troops landed on the neck, and marched into
town with artillery, baggage,etc.,and are quartered on the inhabitants.
One company was lodged at J. V.'s, and
guard placed between his
house and ours. We were so favoured as nut to have any sent to our
spent
house. An officer
the evening with us, and appeared to be in
high Spirits, and talked of engaging the English as very trifling affair,
—nothing so easyns to drive them over the North Eiver, etc.
" December28lh.— Early this morning the troops marchedout of town
flight of snow this morning drove the gondolasalong
in high spirits.
down the river. My heart sinks when think of the numbers unpre
pared for death who will probably be sent in a few days to appear be
fore the Judge of heaven. The weather clearing up this afternoon, we
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times across it. Several houseswere struck and a little damaged,but
not one living creature, either man or beast,killed or wounded. About
dark the gondolas fell down a little way below tho town, and the night
was passed in quiet. While all this tumult was in town, we, on our
peaceful bank, ignorant of the occasion of the firing, were wondering
what it could meanyand unsuspecting of danger were quietly pursuing
our businessin the family, when' a kind neighbor informed us of the
occasion,and urged us to go into the cellar as a place of safety. We
were prevailed on by him to to do so, and remained there till it ceased.
"December 12th.—Tho people of the galleys, suspecting that some
troopswere yet cither concealedin the town or neighbourhoodof have
been very jealous of the inhabitants, who have often beenalarmed with
reports that the city would be set on fire many have gone in hasteand
great distressinto the country, but we still hope no mischief seriously
intended. A number of men halted on our bank this morning, and told
begged them
us it was their settled purpose to set fire to the town.
uot to set my houseon fire; they asked which was my house,and they
paid they knew not what hindered them from firing on it last night, for
seeing a light in tho chambersthey thought there were Hessians in
and they pointed their guns at several times.
told them my chil
dren were sick, which obliged me to burn light all night. . .
"December 13th.—This day we began to look a little like ourselves
again. The troopBwere removedsomemiles from town,aswe hear, and
onr friends began to venture out to see us; but the suspicions of the
gondola men still continued, and searchwas made in and about town
for men distinguished by the name of tories.
"December 14th.—This- day there was no appearanceof the formid
able Hessians. Several of our friends called to Beeus. Among tho num
ber was>one(Dr.Odell) esteemedby the whole family and very intimate
in it; hut the spirit of the devil still continued to rove through the town
in the shape of tory hunters. A messagewas delivered to onr intimate
friend informing him party of armed men were on the searchfor him.
His horse was brought and he retired to a place of safety. Someof the
gentlemen who entertainedthe foreigners were pointed out to the gon
dola men two worthy inhabitants (Richard Smith and another) were
seized upon and dragged on board. From the 13th to the 16th we had
various reports of the advancing and retiring of the enemy parties of
armed men rudely enteredthe town and diligent searchwas madefor
tories someof the gondola gentry broke into and pillaged lid. Smith's
house on the bank.
"About noon this day (I6th> a very terrible account of thousands
coming into town and n»w actually to be seenon Gallows Hill; my in
cautiousson (Dr. John Morris) caught up the spy-glassand was running
toward the mill to look at them. told him would be liable to miscon
struction, but he prevailed on me to gratify his curiosity he went, but
returned much dissatisfied,for no troops could he see; ashe cameback,
poor Dick (Rd. Hill
Morris) took the glass, and resting against a tree,
took a view of the fleet; both of thesewere observedby the people on
board, who suspected was an enemythat was watching their motions.
They manned a boat and sent her on shore; a loud knocking at my door
brought me to
was little fluttered, and kept locking and unlock
ing that might get my ruffled face a little composed; at last opened
it and half a dozen men, all armed,demandedthe key of the empty
asked them what they wanted there; they said to search for
house.
— tory who had been spying at them from the mill. The name of
a tory so near myown door seriouslyalarmed me,for poor refugee,dig
nified by that name,had claimed the shelter of my roof, and was at that
very time concealed like a thief in an auger-hole;
rung the bell
violently — the signal agreed on if they canoeto search, and when
thought he had crept into the hole pnt on a very simple look, and
cried out, Bless me, hope yon are not Hessians/ 'Do we look like
Hessians?' asked one of them, rudely. Indeed, don't know.' 'Did
you ever seea Hessian
No, never in my life but they are men,and
you are men, and may be Hessiansfur anything know but I'll go with
you into Col. Cox's house, though indeedit was my son at the mill he
troops.'
is but a boy, and meant no harm; he wanted to see the
Sol
marchedat the headof them, openedthe door,and searchedevery place,
but we could find no tory; strange where he could be. We returned,
they greatly disappointed; pleased to think my house was nol sus
pected. The cnptaln, a smart little fellow named Shippen, said ho
wished he could seethe spy-glass. S. D. produced and very civilly de
was sorry for, as
often amused
sired his acceptance of it, which
myself in looking through it. They left us and searched J. V.V (James
Verree) "and the next two houses,but no tory could they find. This
transaction reachedthe town and Col. Cox was very angry, and ordered
tho men on board. In the evening went to town with my refugee,
and placed him iu other lodgings.
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number of bridges have beentaken up and others so much damagedas
to make it difficult for travelers to pass from henco to Philadelphia,
Several of the soldiers who were brought into town sick have died, and,
it is feared,the disorder by which they are afflicted is infectious.
" January 12th.—. . . The Earl of B
n,l who quitted his habitation
on the first alarm of the Hessianscomingin, is returnedwith his family.
We have some hopesthat our refugee will be presentedwith a pair of
lawn sleeveswhen dignities become cheap,and suppose he will then
think himself too big to creep into his old auger-hole; but shall re
mind him of the place, if
live to see him created first B
p of

at Robert Hopkins, at the Point, from whence my beloved friends toi.k
them to town; and, two nights after, a loud knocking at our front door
greatly alarmed us. Opening the chamber window, we heard a man's
light.'
voice,saying, ' Comedown softly and open the door, but bring no
There was something mysterious in such a call, and we concluded to g©
down and set the candle in the kitchen. When we got to tho frontdoor
;'
we asked,' Who are you V The man replied, ' A friend, open quietly
so the door was opened,and who should it be but our honest gondola
man with a letter, a bushel of salt, a jug of molasses,a bag of i ice,some
tea, coffoe,and sugar,andsomecloth for a coat for my poor boy,— all sent
by my kind sisters. . . . Being now so rich, we thought it our duty to
—
"January 14th. . . . A friend from Trenton tells me poor A. Morris
hand out a little to the poor around us who were mourning for want of
died in three hours after lie was wounded,and was buried in Friends'
salt. . . .
hnrying-ground at Stony Brook. Also Captain Shippen was buried by
"One morning, having left my chamberat an earlier hour than usual,
• . . was surprised to seesomehundreds of boats,all filled with British
him. . . .
" January 15th.— was a good deal affectedthis evening at
soldiers.
ran to my dear G. D.V room, and begged him to got up and
seeing the
hearsein which General Mercer's body was conveyedover tho river on
see tho sight. He weut to the window, and wailed to hear what he
the ice to be buried at Philadelphia; poor Captain Shippen's body was
would say ; but as he said nothing, I called out to him, ' Brother, what
also taken over at the sametime to be buried there.
shall we do now?' He opened his door, and sweetly and calmly said
»Let us, my sister, keep still and quiet; believe no harm will happen
"February 3d.— To-day appeared in print a proclamation of General
us;'
Washington, ordering all personswho had taken protectionsof the king's
to
and indeedwe were favored with remarkable stillness; even the
commissioners,to comein thirty daysand swear allegiance to the United
children seemedto partake of it. The boats were ordered up the river
States of America, or else repair with their families to the lines of the
to Bordentown, to burn all the gondolas. The last boat we saw was a
British troopB. What will becomeof our refugee now?
small one, with only three men and tho rowers in it. They wore not
" February 4th.—To-day eight boatsfull
of soldiers sailed up the river
soldiers. When they came opposite to the town wharf they stopped
to join the Continental forces. They appearedto be very merry, with
rowing, and pulled off their hats and bowed to the people on the wharf.
their drums beating and their colours flying. This is said to be the day
We heard afterwards it was our poor refugees, Dr. S. Burling and J.
appointed for our friends, who are prisoners,to have a hearing before Stansbury, who intended to have comeon shore and paid us a visit; but
Putnam. A man who is not a lover of peace told us it was expected so many people appearingon the wharf, they thought it safest to take
there would be bloody work on the occasion.
to their oars and follow the fleet. One large vesselwith cannon was iu
"February Gth.— Several hundred soldiers, who were returning from
the fleet,and when they returned were orderedto fire if they sawsoldiers
the camp, were quartered on the inhabitants, and in general, hear,be
on tho wharf or about the streets. It seemsthe Boldiers had notice-of
haved well.
the time when they were to return, and they placed themselvesalong
" February 7th.— All the soldiers quarteredin the town last night
the shore quite down to the ferry. It was First-day afternoon,and all
went
away to-day. The prisoners taken from our town and Mount Holly dis
the family but myself gone to meeting,and was lying on the bed; and
charged and returned home; severalof them much fatigued, and some hearing a large gun, looked out of the window and saw tho largo ship
sick.
so closeto our landing that I thought they were coming ashore,when,
" June 13th.— Early this morning thesoldiers beatto
behold! they fired two or three of their great guns, which shook the
march from Bris
tol, and in the courseof the day several boatsfull of soldiers, with the
house, and went through the walls of our next-door neighbor, who was
Pennsylvania militia, sailed up the river.
a captain In the rebel army.
still kept at the window, unapprehensive
"June 14th.— Before daylight this morning the alarm guns at Prince
of danger; and seeinga man on the deck talking and pointing to my
ton, Trenton, Bordentown, and Bristol werefired,andansweredby those house,one of them said, ' In that houselives a woman to whom am in
below. About nine o'clock the gondolasand bargesbegan to appearin
debtedfur my life; she sheltered me when was diivon from my own
house,'
sight, and from that time until nine at night therehave goneup the river
etc. This was afterwards told by a person who heard it ; it is
gondolas.
gone
five or six
Severalflat-bottomedboatsare also
needlessto add it was our poor refugee. A rebel quartermaster,who
to Bristol.
There is a report of a battle to-day,which seemsprobable,as we have
had received some little civilities from my S. D. and myself,asked me
heard much firing above. By a personfrom Bordentown, wehear twelve one day if did not wish to see my friends in Philadelphia.
said it
expressescamein there to-day from camp. Someof the gondola men was the wish nearestmy heart. He said he would accompanyme as far
promise
an'dtheir wives being sick, and no doctorin town to apply to, they wore
as Frank foit if would
to take no kind of provision with me,
told that Mrs. M. was a skillful woman,and kept medicinesto give the
and that he would meet me at the same place and conduct me home
again. Such an offer was not to be slighted.
poor,and notwithstanding their late attemptsto shoot my poor boy,they
went to my friend 0. A.,
ventured to come to me, and, in a very humble manner, begged ine to
and asked her if she would venture to bear me company. She joyfully
comeand do something for them. At first thought they might have a
agreed,and we borrowed a horse and chair, and early next morning set
design to put a trick on me,and get meaboardof their gondola,and then
out, our quartermaster being our guard, and good neighbor J. V. went
pillage my house,as they had done S'imeothers; but, on asking where with us to the ferry to see us safe over. We got to A. James' (former
the sick folks were, was told they were lodged in the Governor'shouse. partner of the elder John Smith) place in the afternoon,and sent notice
So went to seethem. There were several,both men and women,very
to our friends in town, and next morning my father, brothers Moore
ill with a fever. treated them according to art, and they all got well. and Wells, and my two sisters met us at Kensington, for they dared not
thought had receivedall my paywhen they thankfully acknowledged go further, that being the British HneB. . . . They went to town, and
my kindness, but lo! in a short time a very rough, ill-looking man came Nancy and myself retired soon to bed, expecting our quartermaster to
to the door and asked for me. When went to him, he drew me aside call on us by daylight, but no news did we hear of him; but a heavy
and asked if had any friends in Philadelphia. The question alarmed firing in the morning made us fearful we should not get safe home.
me, supposingthere was somemischiefmeditatedagainst that poor city;
About nine o'clock some stragglers stopped at our quarters aud said
however, calmly said, ' have an ancient father-in-law, some sisters, there had been a skirmish between the English and Americans, and,
'Well,'
more terrible still, that parties were ordered out to biing in all they
and other near friends there.'
said the man, 'do you wish to
hear from them or send anything by way of refreshment to them ? If
Bhouldmeetwith. This intelligence madeus concludeto venturo homoyou do, will take charge of it and bring you back anything you may
wards without our guide. We got into our chair, and whipped and cut
our dull horse at a strange rate. Several parties passedand repassed,
send for.'
was very much surprised, and thought, to be sure, he only
and questioned us about whence we came and where we wero going;
wanted to get provisions to take to the gondolas,when he told me his
they said if we were going to Burlington we should be stopped at the
wife was one of those had given medicine to, and this was the only
ferry and taken to Washington's headquarters,for there was a report
thing he could do to pay me for my kindness. My heart leaped with
that women had been into town and brought out goods. We.kept our
joy, and set about preparing something for my dear absentfriends. A
quarter of beef, someveal, fowls, and flour were soon put up, and about minds pretty calm, hoping that if we got safe to tho ferry, as wo wore so
midnight the man called and took themaboardof his boat. He left them
well known, we should meet no more dangers; and we got along well
till we got to the hill beyond the Red Lion, which being very bad,and
we still pressingour poor horses to make more haste, he madeone vio
1 Ironical, Dr. Odell is referred to.
lin t exertion to reach tho top of the hill, when, to our utter dismay,the
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swingletree broke, and the chair began to roll down the hill. We both
jumped -out at the sameinstant. Nancy held the horse while rolled a
stone behind the wheel, and there we stood, afraid to stir from the
horse, and thinking we should be obliged to leave the chair and lead
the hdfse home. At last we ventured to the door of a small househard
by. A man came out, and, with the help of Nancy's ribbons and my
garters, fixed us off, and we once again mounted the chair and walked
the hoise till we came near the Bristol road, where we heard the ferry
was guarded,and none suffered to cross. However, we kept on, and at
length reachedthe ferry, where, instead of armed men, we could hardly
find one man to put ns over. . . When we arrived at my door my beloved
S. D. had the neighbors and children all sitting with her, her tender,
anxious mind filled with apprehensionsfor our safety. As we hadstayed
a day longer tl^anwe intended,it was conjectured by our wise neighbor,
— nothing less than that
J. V., that some terrible thing had happened',
the house,which was his, had been seized,and we kept in Pennsylvania.

I

Rd. Smith, who lent the chair, was equally alarmed for the fate of his
carriage ; and S. II., who loudly exclaimed against the expedition, said
we were certainly carried to headquarters,and, as Nancy's husbandwas
in the British pay,it would go hard with her for his sake; but, behold! all
their wise conjecturesproved like the croaking of the raven, for in the
midst of it all we appenredbeforethem in our proper personsbeforeour
arrival was announced." . . .

From the Journal of James Craft. — The follow
ing, some of which is contemporaneous with some of
thematter from the journal of Margaret Morris, above
quoted, is from the journal of James Craft, and was
published in the "Pennsylvania Historical Maga
zine,"
vol. i. p. 300:
" flth mo. 16th,1770,Goo.Whitefield, the Great Calvinistic Preacher,
preacht before the Court House. Great Audience. Deal of humor.
12th mo. llth, 177G,sad work this day. The Hessians
Town
fired on by gondolas. Nobody hurt, altho' large and small shot was
fired plenty and in all directions. 5th mo. 10th,1778. British came
back (from Bordentown) and O what a whipping our poor town got, tho1
through blessing nobody hurt. Bullets and every kind of shot show
ered down upon us for hours. 12th mo. lGth, 1778,Lee's troop of horse
Burlington."
at

The following, communicated to Barber and Howe's
Jersey"'
"Historical Collections of New
by an aged
and highly respectable gentleman (living in 1844),
. briefly relates the story of an eye-witness of an attack
on old Burlington :
"In the twelfth month, 177G,Count Donop commanding a detach
ment of Hessians (say 400) entered Burlington, and were encampedon
the premisesof Thomas Wetherill, below York bridge. Two brass fieldpieceswere placed in the road near Bobert Deacon'scorner; their mus
kets were stacked in the middle of the street, and guardsplaced near—
the troops cooking their provisons. Prompted by curiosty, and having
obtained permissionfrom home, enteredtheir encampment. Amused
with the novelty of the scene,so entirely new to me, for a time forgot
both friends and homoand tarried longer than prudent. My parentsin
the meantime had become uneasyat my stay, being ignorant of the
cause; and my father arrived in search of me,just as the row-galleys
in the Delaware, oppositethe town, began firing —which apprized us of
the necessityof seeking a place of safety. On our way home,when we

I

I

arrived at John Neal's, corner of York and Broad streets,he was stand
ing at his door, and hearing the reports of the cannon fired in quick
, thesoare perilous
succession,he accostedmy father with, lM.
times.' At that instant an eighteen-pound double-headedBhot struck
the back of the house,within less than twenty yards of us,broke a large
hole through the wall and lodged in the fireplace,driving the ashesout
of the front-door,which my father observing,said he thought they were
firing red-hot balls. His wife was standing on the sill of the door, and
in her fright sprang beyond the porch. On our way home we had to
face the cannon as they fired up York street. My father bademe watch
Xhejlash and immediately fall flat, which we both did, and were favored
to arrive safe. We found the family had retired to the cellar, which
was the retreat chosenby number*, In the spring of 1778,on a Firstday afternoon,a number of women and children (myself amongst them)

assembledon the bank, in front of James Kinsey *s house,above the

town-wharf, to view the British naval armament that had been up the
Delaware and destroyedthe American frigates and row-galleys, and as
they had passed up peaceablythe preceding day, it was not supposed
they would fire on the town. Now a large Bloop with cannon in her
bow (I believe a twenty-four pounder) approached the wharf. A man
stoodon the quarter-deck,waved his hat, and called aloud, ' The women
immediately
and children must leave thebank, we are going to fire !'
took shelter behind Abraham Hewling's brick store on the wharf, and
watched their movements. distinctly heard the word Tire!' (being
not two hundred yards from the vessel). The first shot struck Adam
Shepherd's stable below the wharf, where several men were standing,
all of whom escapedinjury. Supposing myself out of danger, continned an attentive spectator to their valiant attack on the peaceful
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city of Burlington. The wind being ahead the sloop had to tack, and
continued firing until she passed the city. Providentially, not one
human being was injured so far as can learn."

I

Public Institutions of Ye Olden Times.— The

first Burlington market-house was built — after settle
ment had advanced somewhat and the condition of
local traffic demanded it — on High Street, near the
landing.
The second was erected at the intersection
of High and Broad Streets, and for some years the
two were contemporaneous, and it is said a rivalry
existed between them, one of them belonging to the
city and the other to the township of Burlington.
the latter part of the last' century the city

During
built a long, narrow market-house in the centre of
Union Street, just between the buildings known as
Miller's drug-store and residence and the Exchange
Hotel, with sufficient room on either side for the pas
sage of vehicles.
The second story of this building
It was torn down
was once occupied as a city hall.
place'
about thirty years ago, giving
to the brick
market-house farther up Union Street, a portion of
which is

now" occupied

as an engine-house.

Formerly market day was a great day in Burling
ton, but the traffic gradually passed from the public
market-house to private stores and stalls.
In front of the old market-house stood the stocks
and the whipping-post,
where offenders paid the

penalty of petty crimes in ignominy and physical
pain ; but these, like many other early iustitutions of
old Burlington, have given way before the march of
progress. The market-houses, the court-house and
gaol, long since removed to Mount Holly as a nlore
central location, and other old-time institutions com
bined to give to Burlington an air of briskness and im
portance scarcely excelled by the numerous business
interests of the present day.

Laws and Ordinances, Etc.—" On

the 10th Feb
ruary, 1664, the Lords and Proprietors of New Jersey,
in their concessions and agreements with all and
every the adventurers
granted

plant there,

and such as shall settle and
proportions
'convenient
of

lands for highways

and for streets, not exceeding one
hundred foot in breadth, in cities, towns, and villages,
&c, and for wharves, keys, harbours, &c.'
" On the 2d
March, 1676, the Proprietors of New
Jersey granted to Thomas Hutchinson, Joseph
Helmesley, Thomas Pearson, and George Hutchinson,
authority to select and lay out a
Commissioners/
town in West New Jersey ; and in pursuance of that

BURLINGTON TOWNSHIP AND CITY.
authority the said Commissioners selected Burlington
as the chief town and city therein ; and in 1677, Rich
ard Noble, under their authority, made a map of the
said town, comprising and designating the several lots
and streets, and among others Broad Street, and on
the 3d March, 1676, by the concessions and agree
ments of the Proprietors, Freeholders, and Inhabitants
of West New Jersey, power was given to commission
'
for appointing and setting
by them
out fit places for towns, and to limit the boundaries
thereof;'
and they thereby further granted convenient
portions of lands for highways and for streets not
ers

appointed

foot in breadth, in cities, towns,
;'
and
and villages, and also for wharves and harbors
declared that all such lands laid out for the said uses
and purpose should be free and exempt from rents,
taxes, and other charges and duties whatsoever.

under one hundred

"In November, 1681, Burlington was declared to
be the chief town and head of the province, and all
vessels bound for the province after the 1st February,
1682, were obliged to enter and clear at the port of
Burlington. Two annual fairs were then established,
and it was provided that a highway should be sur
veyed and set forth between Burlington and Salem.

"In May, 1682, the General Free Assembly of the
Province of West New Jersey, with the consent and
approbation of the Governor thereof, together with
the sub-proprietors, freeholders, and inhabitants of
the said province, did appoint and agree that the
island of Burlington within the said province should
from thenceforth be the chief city and town therein.

" In March,

it was enacted that the limits
and town of Burlington, as the same were laid out by
William Emley, by the appointment of the commis
sioners for the time being, shall stand and remain to
and for the use of the freeholders and inhabitants of
the said town of Burlington.
" In October, 1693, the town of Burlington was in
corporated, and in the act it is enacted that for the
avoiding of future strife and various controversies
which thereafter might arise concerning the land and
soil of the said town that an exact survey of the said
1683,

to those
be made and recorded, according
bounds and limits which nature seems to direct (viz.) :
by Delaware River Northerly, Assisonck Creek East

town

erly, and that Run or Channel in which the water
ebbs and flows, Westerly and Southerly ; which sur
vey being made as aforesaid, then the streets of the
said town shall be laid out as formerly, and no other;
to the end that the quantity

of the whole, and the

quantity of the public streets, deducted out of the whole,
being known and ascertained, every proprietor and
person interested in proprieties may know the exact
proportion and quantity they ought respectively to
remainder."
enjoy out of the
The several acts of the proprietors and the pro
prietary government granted the streets, to be thus
designated, to the freeholders and inhabitants of Bur
lington.
And in pursuance of the act of incorpor
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ation above referred to a survey of the town was made
in 169Q, and recorded. In this survey Broad Street is
as it now exists, and thus became vested in
the freeholders and inhabitants of Burlington City.
After the surrender of Queen Anne, made by the
proprietors of New Jersey in 1702, to wit, on the 7th

laid out

of May, 1733, William Cosby, Esquire, then Gover
nor of New Jersey, granted a charter to the city of
Burlington ordering the boundaries of the city to the
limits of the township, which charter was afterwards,
in the year 1748, confirmed by the Legislature.
"On the 28th of August, 1784, the Legislature of
New Jersey by act defined and established the city
'
and port of Burlington to be extending three miles
in length upon the river Delaware: to wit, one mile
up the river from the present wharf of the said city,
and two miles down the river from the snme, and ex
river.' "
tending at right angles, one mile from the said
On the 21st of December, 1784, the town and port
of Burlington, as already established by law, of the
length of three miles on the river Delaware, and such
part of the said river and island opposite thereto ap
pertaining and within the jurisdiction of the State,
and extending from the said river at right angles one
mile into the country of Burlington, and including
all the lands, country, islands, harbors, and waters
within the boundaries aforesaid, are declared a city,
and incorporated by the name of "the Mayor, Re
corder, Aldermen,

Burlington."

and Commonalty

of the City of

All the real and personal estate, and all the right,
title, interest, arid property of the corporation of Bur
lington thereto previous to the Revolution, is thereby
vested in the present corporation.
"
Following is section first of A Further Supple
An Act to Incorporate the
'
City of Burlington :"
ment to An Act entitled

" 1. Be it enacted bytheSenateand GeneralAssembly theSlate New
of
of
Jersey,That the City of Burlington Bhall be divided into two Wards, in
the manner following, viz. : All that part of said City lying north of the
Camdenand Amboy Rnilroad shall be the First Ward of said City, and
all that part of said City lying south of said Railroad shall be the Second
City."
Ward of said

From the City Records. — Concerning the Old Mar
ket-Houses, etc. — In September, 1682, weekly markets
were established at Burlington, and for the better
regulating and ordering of the fairs within the town
of Burlington, it was enacted by the Assembly that
the town of Burlington have liberty, and was thereby

" to choose among themselves some per
empowered,
regulate
the affairs of the Town in such mat
sons to
ters as relate to fences, cattle, highways, and all such
things as usually fall within the compass of ourselves
corporation."
The following interesting quotations
in
are from the city records :
— " William Coxe Esq. being duly appointed for that pur
July 9, 1793.
pose having presentedtwo personal Deedsto tho Mayor, Recorder Alder
men & Commonalty in CommonCouncil assembledone from Nathaniel
Fritz and Sarah hiBWife for conveying a Lot of Ground in the said City
for a Market Place and one other from John Hoskius Junr conveying a
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Lot of Ground contiguous to the said Market Place for a public Street
in the said City which Deeds are sevorally signed and sealed by the
Grantors therein named and attestedby Witnessesand were delivered
by the Grantors sevorally to tho said William Coxe to be by him de
livered to the said Mayor, Recorder,Aldermen and Commonaltyin Com
mon Council assembledif they would accept the same. Therefore on
motion Resolvedunanimouslythat the said Deedsbe acceptedby the Baid
Mayor, Recorder Aldermen & Commonalty in Common Council assem
bled to and for the usestherein specifiedand it is further resolved that
tho Chamberlain do have the said Deeds recordedin the section office
and that the expence thereof bo paid out of the MonieBin his Hands
and then to be preservedby him for the use of the Corporation.
" Resolvedthat the Chamberlain be authorized to pay to the Commis
sionersfor building a Market House any sum not exceedingthe amount
of twenty Pounds upon an order given by the Mayor or in his absence
the Recorder out of any unappropriatedmoney in his Hands.
"Resolved that the Recorder Mr. Ellis and Mr. Adams be appointed a
committeeto bring in a Bill for regulating the new Market House in
stallage."
Union Streetand affixing the rates of
—Aug. 30, 1793.
— "Whereas
OrdinancesRelative to Contagious
Diseases.
there is great Reason for caution against the malignant Fever or con
tagious disorder which prevails in Philadelphia and it is our duty to use
every probable means to prevent the samein the City of Burlington,
The Corporation of Burlington after collecting every advicewhich could
be obtainedrecommendto the Citizens of Burlington —
"1st That all unnecessaryintercourse be avoidedwith Philadelphia,
that no dry Goodswoolen Cloths Woolen, Cottonsor Linens or any Pack
ages whore Straw, Hay or Shavings are used to be imported within
twenty days.
"2d That the Master of the Boats which ply to and from Burlington
to Philadelphia be very careful that they do not receive on Board their
Vesselsor bring to this City within twenty days any Person or Persons
but thosewho appear iu good Health.
" 3d That no Animal or Vegitsable substancesbe thrown or permitted
to lay in the Streetsor Alleys —but that all Appnls, Water Melon Ithines
and substancesthat putrify be thrown into the Delaware or buried.
" 4th That no Water be permitted to stagnateabout the Pumps in the
Street or near any House but that the Wharves, Streets, Alleys Gutters,
Ditches, Housesand Barn Yards bo kept as clean as possible.
"5th The Physicians in Burlington are requestedto make report to
the Mayor or Recorder as soon as possible after they shall have been
called to and visited any Person or Persons who shall have the said
malignant Fever
"Signed by order of the Corporation,
" Bower Reed, Mayor"
Sept. 10,1791,an "engrossed hill entitled 'An ordinance for Regu
Burlington'
was read and Com
lating the markets within the city of
the
Questionweather
the
same
do pass,it was unanimously
pared,on
Carried in the affirmative. Ordered that the mayor do sign the same.
"On motion Resolvedthat Messrs.Sterling & Adams be appointed a
Committeeto bring in a Bill to Regulate Weights and Measuresin this
City.
" Resolved,That the Chamberlain be authorized to replacethe publick
Pumps of the City near the Court-House,and the one near his own Door,
adjustment."
and lay his account beforethe Board for

Sept. 26, 1793, Mr. Bloomfield presented an ordi
" An ordinance to restrain the ringing
occasions/7 which
was
unnecessary
read and ordered a second reading. "A second read
ing being had, the said Bill was ordered to be read a
third time, which being had the question was put
nance entitled
of Bells upon

whether

the same

do pass,

it

was carried

in the

affirmative as follows :
"Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Corporation that a Town
Meeting ought to be called, in order to Collect the sentimentsof the
Citizens as to the modewhich ought to be adoptedfor preventing tho
said intercourse, and that the Clerk of this Board be directedto affix up
at Bix of tho most publick placesin this City a Copy of this Resolution,
and the Corporation requestedthat the Citizens will conveneto-morrow
afternoon at 3 o'clock for the above purpose at the Court House.
" Resolved,That it be recommendedto the Wardens and Vestry of the
Episcopal Church to prevent the Ringing or Tolling of the bells upon
the Death or Burial of any person within this city until the malignant

Fever shall have ceased,and that the Clerk be directed to serve a copy
of this Resolve upon the said Wardens, and advertisethe samein three
of the most publick placesin this City."

Sept. 13, 1797, the following ordinance

was passed :

" Whereas, The City of Philadelphia is at this time afflictedby a Con
tagious disease,and the continuanceof the entercourseby water between
this Port and that City is becomehighly dangerous,Therefore Resolved
unanimously that from and after the return of the Burlington stuge
Boats now absent,or from and after the expiration of twenty-four hours
from this time which evermay first happen,all communicationby water
with Philadelphia through said Boats shall be stopped,and that from
and after this day no other Bhallopor Boat from the City of Philadelphia
shall be permitted to cometo the wharves of this City, or to land from
on board said Vessels any goods, wares, merchandise, or Passengers
within the limits of this Corporation until further directions shall be
given in the Premises,of which the Warden of the Port is directed to
take notice and govern himself accordingly. Resolved that a copy of
this Resolution be served on the owners of the Burlington stage Boats,
city."
and also fixed up on three of the most public places of this

act of the State Legislature was passed Dec. 21,
the town and port of Burlington,
1784, constituting
"of the length of three miles on the Delaware, and
such part of the river and islands opposite thereto

An

within the jurisdiction of the State, and extending
from the river at right angles one mile into the
county,"
the city of Burlington, and authorizing its
government by a mayor, recorder, and three alder
men, annually elective, with power to hold a com
mercial court monthly.
July 4, 1832, the mayor reported

to the Common

Council that he had received information of cases of
the cholera having appeared in New York and Phil
adelphia, and of considerable alarm being created
thereby in those cities, and that he had called the
present meeting for the purpose of communicating
the information to Council and submitting the subject
to their consideration, and also to request their aid in
adopting and carrying into effect such measures as
might be thought advisable and necessary for pre
serving the health of the city and preventing disease
by contagion or otherwise; whereupon after discus
sion of the subject, and due deliberation had thereon,
Council consider it proper for the present to resolve,
and accordingly

it

was on motion by them

" Resolved,that a Committeeof Three persons
bo appointed to act to
gether with Physiciansof the Port & Health Officersand the street com
missionersof this city to go through and inspect the condition of the
several streets and alloys in this city to give Notice to the Inhabitants
of the Information communicated to Council concerning the cholera,
and of the Alarm created,and to Recommend to them the observance
of the strictest cleanliness in their Dwellings, and in their Cellars &
Yards, and the Immediate removal of all nuisances,and offencivo mut
ter or smell from their premises,and to see that the Laws of the Cor
poration for the Removalof Nuisancesbe strictly enforcedand fulfilled."

The following is the most important part of " An
Act to incorporate the City of Burlington, approved
May 4th, 1851:"
"1. Be it WACTEDbytheSenateand GeneralAssembly theState New
of
of
Jersey,That tho inhabitants of the city of Burlington contained within
tho following limits and boundaries,that is to Bay: Beginning at a point
in the middle of the Camden & Amboy Railroad, one and a half milea
westwardly from the intersection of Broad and High street; thence
(I)
extending southwardly in a line at right angles with said Railroad one
mile ; thonco (2) eastwardlyon a line to strike the Bouthwest corner of
Mill street and Mount Holly rood ; thence (3) still eastwardly to a point
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6,

1831,

it

;

Samuel

aldermen

a

"A Remonstrance was then presented, signed by
many of the residents on Main Street, in the city of
privilege by the
Burlington, against the grant of
corporation to the Burlington and Mount Holly Rail

a

it

road and Transportation
Company to lay the rails of
said road down along the line of Main Street to the
River Delaware.
was on
After some discussion,
motion resolved that the consideration of the matter
be postponed for
week or ten days until the railroad
company should cause the way to be made, showing
the probable course of the several routes of running
company."
their road contemplated by the

May
1838, Messrs. Deacon, Earl, Gunnell, John
son, Wright, and Gauntt, the committee on the rail
road question, made
report, which was accepted,
and the same committee were instructed to mature
the contract with said company.

a

4,

Now twelve membersand one at large. Act of March
1S78.
Now appointed by Common Council. Act of March 20,1871.
Pamphlet Laws of 187G,page 1G3,section 17,etc.

and its boundaries have not since been changed ex
cept by the erection of Florence on the east and Bev
erly on the west.

which reads as follows

:

5,

The first town-meeting was held April
1694, the
date of the first entry in the township minute-book,

:

&

a

" By Vertne of an Act of Assembly formed and contrived for the gov
ernment of this Town of Burlington at sessionheld in the said Town
the 3dof October,1693,the Freeholdersand inhabitants of the saidTown
being convened and assembledthe 5tbday of April, 1694,in pursuance
of the Powersand Priviledges Granted unto them in and by the said Act
and in conformity to the same,due regard being had to ye Qualification
of the Electors as prescribedand Limited by the said Act, Do choose
Elect thesoofficersfollowing
"Richard Basnet, Burgesse or Chief Magistrate for ye town of Bur
lington.

"John Tatham, Recorder.
"James Marshall,
Councillors.
"James Hill,
"George Hutchinson, Trcasuier.
"James Hill, Tuwn Clerk.
" Bernard Devonisli, Sergiant,Clerk of the Market, Oyer of the Town,
and officer to view the Assiseof Bread Liquor, and to Supervise and
Examine Weights and Measures."
&

Sept. 19, 1836, "A Committee on the part of the
Burlington and Mount Holly Railroad and Trans
portation Company, by Garrett D. Wall, Esq., their
chairman, made an application to the corporation for
permission to said Railroad and Trans
the grant of
portation Company to lay the rails through one of
the streets of the City to the River Delaware. Where-

Organization.— Burlington was one of
Township
original
the
townships, laid out at the time of the or
ganization of the county. It was incorporated in 1798,

I

6

:

a

"Resolved, That John L. Harris and William R. Allen be committee,
and they are hereby authorized to confer and contract with the proper
officersor agents of the Camden and Amboy Railroad Company,under
the following stipulations and restrictions
" 1st. That for the sum of ono hundred dollars to be paid annually to
the Treasurer of the city of Burlington, by the said company,or if they
choosethe principal sum paid down that will produce$100at percent.,
the corporationof Burlington will grant themthe privilege of construct
ing their Railroad from Tatham to Ellis Streetsin the centre of Broad
Stroet, Provided, nevertheless,that this corporation will not hold them
selvesresponsiblefor any rights or privileges whicii maybe vested in
the Burlington Aqueduct Company,but the saidRailroad companyshall
procure profi-ssioufrom the Aqueduct Companyat their own risk and
expense.
"2d. There shall be passageways for ordinary carriages opposite and
at the intersection of all the streetswith Broad Street from Tatham to
Ellis Streets,both inclusive, and at the intersectionof Broad Street the
said passageway Bhall be of sufficientwidth to admit the passingof two
carriagesat the 6amelime, and also that the presentpaved gutter wayB
on Broad and High Streets,shall be archedwith substantial mason-work
sufficient for the passageof water through the same.
"3d. The speedof all carriages,including locomotive Engines travel
ing on the Railroad from Tatham to Ellis Streets,shall not exceed six
miles per hour, under the penalty of
for each and every offence,to
be recovered,&c.
" 4th. There shall be free and convenient carriageways
on either side
of Broad Street that the beauty and level of the Bameshall not bo de
stroyed,and no alterations shall be madewhich will produce inconveni
ent to the inhabitants or injurious to their property."

3 2 1

R. Gum mere and Joseph Johnson,
N. W. Cale, Christian Larzelere, Charles
Vansciver, Noah E. Lippincott, James H. Sterling,
and Thomas Milnor.
corder;

a

was

On the
paying any pecuniary consideration thereof.
yeas and nays being called upon the resolution, the
gentlemen voted in the affirmative,
following-named
viz.: John Larzelere, mayor; William R. Allen, re

>

it

Ordinances Concerning

Bail-roads. — April

was resolved that
upon, on motion of the Recorder,
said Railroad Company have the privilege of laying
rails through one of the streets of this City without

2,

it

*

it

'

U

'

(li)

one milo southwardly of said Railroad; thence (4) northwardly on aline
parallel to the most westwardly line hereof, crossing Baid Railroad one
andaqnarter mites eastwardly of said Broad and High Street to the
river Delaware ; thence (fi) westwardly down tho said river the several
coursesthereof,about two and three quarter miles moreor loss,toa point
intersecting the first mentionedor mostwestwardly line hereof; thence
southwardly to the first mentioned corner, and place of beginning;
and also including the whole of Matinicunk or Burlington Island, be,
and they, and tlieir successorsfore\er, are hereby constituted and de
clared to be a body corporato and politic, in f;ict, and in law, by the
Burlington.'
name style and title of The Inhabitants of -theCity of
" 2. And be enacted,that the said, The Inhabitants of the City of Bur
lington'
and their successors,shall, by this act, become,and they are
hereby declared to be, absolutely and completely vested with all the
lands, tenements,hereditaments,liabilities, franchises,properties,rights,
causesof action,and estatowhatsoever,both in law and in equity, which,
at the time of passing this act, are vestedin or belonging to the City of
Burlington, as now incorporatedby the name of 'the Mayor, Recorder,
Burlington.'
Aldermen, and Commonality of the City of
"3. And be enacted,that hereafterthere shall be chosenin said city,
from amongthe citizens thereof,one Mayor, who shall be keeper of the
city seal,three aldermen,eleven membersof tho CommonCouncil, one
Clerk,2 one Assessor,one Collector, one Treasurer, two or more Consta
bles, one Street Commissioner,3three Commissionersof Appeal, and
such and so many eijhordinfiteofficersas the said CommonCouncil may
deemnecessaryto appoint for their own organization,or for the conven
ienceand well-being of the city.
"4. And be enacted,
l\\nt the annual electionin and for said city shall
be held on the third Tuesday of March of each and every year, and at
such place8 as the CommonCouncil of said city shall direct and
appoint."
. . .
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From the Township

Eecords. — The following

extracts from the township records will be found of
great interest, and will repay perusal.
They refer to
things important, quaint, curious, entertaining, and
instructive in the early history of the township, and
are arranged chronologically,
so that where any one
extract refers

to any other their relations

may be
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"It was orderedby a Town meeting that a Pound should be built for
the use of the Town, and for to defray the Charges of building thereof
money shall be Levyed in this wise (viz.) each man shall pay a penny
been retained in nearly all cases:
for eachsheep,sixpence for eachbeast,and sixpence for each horse that
he hath."
" At a town meeting held June 18,169G,the Burgesse was
" At a Town-Meeting held the 23dof April, 1694,Tho regulating of
re
questedto nnike applicaiion to Daniel Leeds and to get the Map of the
the market being Consideredand Debated,it was Ordered that no pro
Island and the Town for tho use of the Town, and better information of
visions of any kind whatsoever brought into Town and Exposed to
Lotfs."
all the Inhabitants touching the bounds of their Lands and
sale nor any sort of Corn, grain or Pulse sho'd be sold in the saidmarket
" By a Town meeting held Decemberthe 29th,1697,it was then put to
from the first of April till the last of Septemberbeforenine of the Clock
the vote whether all persoushaving housesand Lots fronting high street
in the morning and from the first of October till the last of March be
from the river side unto the market housein Burlington shall be obliged
fore ten of the Clock in the morning, nor after the setting of the sun in
to repair and make fit for walking the street oppositeto their respective
any seasonof the year.
lots and houseson both sidesthe Baid street to the distanceof ten feet
"Then it was put to vote whether the Burgess with the Recorder,
to the streetwardand also Defend and gard the sameby setting up posts
Treasurer and Other Officers Chosen and Authorized by the Town for
and rails along by the snid repaired spaces and also keep in good order
that purpose had not power to keep a Court of Record and it past in the
the samefrom time to time and that the said work be done and finished
affirmative.
" It appearing hy the Complaint of Abraham Senior Constable& the
within three months next Coining and that every person that doth not
information of SeveralOther persons,that several personsdid misbehave perform accordingly as aforesaidshall forfeit five pounds for everythree
months the same is unfinished after the Expiration of the sayd three
themselvesand carry themselvesafter a rude and disorderly manner at
affirmative."
months next coming and it past in the
the houseof Josiah Prickett, one of them being near drunk, and that
held by the Burgesse and Inhabitants of the
"By a Town
they refused upon his Command to depart the House Altho' upon the
first day ('f the week Commonlycalled the Lords Day ; for which reason Town of Burlington August the 15th,1098,be it enactedby the said Bur
gesseand Inhabitants convenedas aforesaid and is Enacted by the Au
and other disorders& abusesnotoriously known unto the Court and for
thority of the samethat all and every Negroe that after the Publication
which thesaid Josiah Pricket was not able to make any satisfactionor
tullerable defense Concerning the Said Disorders; the Court ordered hereof shall be found wandering about within the Limits of the sayd
Town on first days during the Time of Religious meetings and not at
that the said Josiah Pricket shall have no longer time to keepa Publick
tending upon any such meeting or abiding at their respective homes
house than the 14thday of the next month, Three weeks time at his re
quest being allowed him to sell such Liquors as he had then in his
or quarters, Shall be put in tho stocks and there continue till the Faid
house."
meetings are over and that all and every negro or negroes that on first
" At a Town meeting held April 22d,1G95,It was then put to the vote day nights after sunset shall be found wandering about or absenting
i whether tho act madeon the behalf of the Town for incorporating the
themselvesfrom their respectivehomesor Quarters shall be put in the
samebe deficientand neededamendmentand it past in the affirmative, stocks there to continue all that Night and on the next day be whipt at
whereforethe meetingdid refer this affair unto John Tatham and George their master's Charge, and if itbnppen that the Master or Masters of
Hutcheson who should p[er]usethe act and amendthe di-nciencythereof such Negro or Negro's So offending be not present or Resideut in this
Town then such Negro or Negro's to be kept in prison or otherwise iu
by necesssirySupplies and commit the sameto wilting to the intent that
it may be recited unto the next meeting that as far as the sameis ap
safe Custodytill his or their Master or Masters, owner or owners shall
provedoff it may be presented unto the next assemblyin order to have fetch and redeemhim or them by paying 2s.Grf.for whipping each Negro
and other Incident charges. Provided always yt this Act shall not ex
their Sanction thereof.1'
" April 29,1095,Ordered by the Town meeting that no p[er]son shall
tend to the punishing of any Negro or Negro's that on any of the sayd
profane the sabbathor first day of the week by Playing thereon or by
times and seasonsshall be sent and Imployed by his or their Master or
drinking intemperatelyor unseasonablyor by any other ways or means, Masters upon their necessarybusinessand occasions.
" It wasthen Enacted by the said Burgesse& Inhabitants, and it is en
and also that no Negro Bhall work on first days, and it was likewise or
deredthat no Negro should neither buy nor sell otherwisethan in behalf
acted by the authority of the same,that no person or persons,who by
reason of their poverty, impotency, or insufficiency may be suspected
of their mastersand having some Certificate from those masters,and
that such person or p(er)sons as shall buy of or sell to them shall be will be burdensomeor Chargeable to the Town, shall be permitted to
Lyable to the samepunishment."
come and dwell in the same betwixt this and the first of April next,
" By a Town meeting held on the 6th of May, 1695,Orderedthat the
without tho Consent of the Burgesse and his council.
Town Wharf be repaired by subscription,and that Nathaniel Crips and
"It was likewise then ordered that the Town wharf should be repaired
subscriptions."
Samuel Furnis shall require and collect the said
by subscriptions,and that Samuel Furnis and Matthew Champion sho'd
"At a Town meeting held June 17th, 1G95,It was put to the vote take & gather the said subscription."
Octoberthe f th, 1G9S," The Freeholders and actual Inhabitants of the
whether the order of ye 7th month, 1G92,whereby it was provided That
Town of Burlington, hereafter named, being then Convened in the
all p[er]sons not exemptedby Age or Impotency shall after tlieir Resi
dence in sayd town for the space of 40 Days be lyable to serve,or to
Court houseof the sd Town. It was represented unto thorn that John
Contribute to all and every the Labours and Taxes that by ye town
Hollinshead, who was Chosen Burgesseof the said Town for the Current
meeting shall bo Enjoyned for the Publick good and benefit of the sd Year Did and still Doth disown the present Governor and Government.
Whereupon the sdpersonsdid unanimously resolveand Declare that the
Town and it past in the affirmative. It was further put to the vote
whether Bingle persons residing 40 days in the 6aid Town shall pay as sdJohn Hollinshead is by Law wholly disabled and unqualified to act
much as householdersand it past in the affirmative/'
any Longer in the said Station and Trust of a Burgesse. It was then put
"By a Town meeting held April 20th, 1096,it was then put to ye vote to the vote,whether they'should proceedto a new Election of a Burgesse
to supply the vacancyoccasioned.bythe said John Hollinshead's incapa
whether rfny person not having a Lycence shall expose and sell any
city, and it past in the Affirmative. Whereupon they proceeded,and by
strong liquors hy the pot at Fair Times, and it past in the negative. It
plurality of voicedid Elect & Chnse for the remnining part of the year
was likewise put to the votewhether any Merchant or oth^runlycenced
person shall sell any quantity of Rum or Brandy less than a pint and it
(viz,) until the time appointed for the next new Election These Officers
past in the negative; and it was orderedthat if any Merch1or other un
following :
Liquors
lycenced person shall bcII a lesBquanlity than a Pint of the said
"Electors present,besidethe offiThomas Bibb, Burgesse.
Shillings
for every ccrs here named,
that thesesuch personsso offendingshall forfeit Ten
John Meredith, Recorder.
John Tatham, Esq.
such Lesser quantity 60sold the one half to the Burgessoand the other
Edw'd Hunloke, Treasurer.
Thomas Potts.
half to the informer. It was also ordered by the sd meeting that no
Thomas Revell, -j
person shall ride or gallop during the fair time betwixt the market
Joseph Adams, J-Co:men.
Peter Rasnier.
Nathi Douglass.
house and the water side whereasthere hath beenan order of the Town
Robert Wheeler,)
Daniel Sutton.
meeting madethat no person shall Cumber the streetswith any timber,
"All which sdofficersweresworn
Joseph White.
wood,stoneor other Lumber except materialsfor immediate building or
or attestedto Serve in their respecJohn Ogbor.
fencing; It is further orderedthat such persons as shall offend herein
tive offices by John Tatham, Esq',
Thomas Clarke.
and President of y« Governor's
by incumbering the streets with such things before prohibited shall
Councell."
James Verrier.
forfeit upon every Information given upon several and distinct days,
Samuel Smith."
three shillings.
easily considered. The spelling, capitalization, punc
tuation, and phraseology of the original entries have

...

BURLINGTON

TOWNSHIP AND CITY.

"Whereas the former Town Act for tho Regulating & ordering of
Fences betwixt neighbour and Neighbour is not Comprehensiveenough
to describeand Demonstrate the just intentions thereof for the better
Bupplyand further Explanation of the deficiency thereof, Be it Enacted
by the Town Meeting this Day, that all and every person and persons
using and occupying Lotts of hand within tho Town of Burlington,
shall in all and every of the fencesthat they joy u upon each other be at
Equal Charge thereof,and if any person shall have fenc'd in his own
Lott and done that part which his joyning Neighbor Bhould have done,
and that Neighbor refusesto do his part and lets his Lot lye vacantand
uuoccupied for a Time. Yet it is hereby provided & enactedthat every
such person or persousthat Let his or their Lot or Lotts Lye unoccupied
aud his outsidefencesnot made for sometime, Yet when such personor
personsshall make up their outside fencesand occupy their Lotts, that
theu the occupier and possessorshall pay to every of the persons they
joy n with, the wlue of the one half of the said partition fences as y«
sameshall be estimatedat that time by two men chosenby the Town
meeting Yearly aud everyYear, aud if any person shall refuseto pay his
proportion of fencing as is beforedirectedaccording to the estimationof
such two men so Chosenas above,by just Comp'aint madeto the Bur
gesseof this town that then the said Burgesseshall by his preceptto the
Constableor Constablesof the Town of Burlington Levy the respective
proportionable sum of moneyso estimatedas above upon the Goodsand
Chattels of every possessorand occupier so neglecting or refusing as is
before rented by making Distress and Sale of such offenders'Goodsand

Chattels. Also that where any person hath joyned with his neighbo\ir
to make Partition fence betweenhis and his Neighbour's Lott that in
Casehe be minded at any time to let his Lot lie, that then he shall let
his 6aid part of the Partition fence stand for the secuiity of his Neigh
bor's adjoining Lott. Past the 5thof May, 1G99,and Thomas Raper and
Samuel Furnis wero appointed by the then Town meeting to view and
appraisethe saydpartition fences."
"By a Town meeting held the 2id day of November,1699,Called and
Convened upon the occasionof Thomas BebbyeBuigesse of the Town of
Burlington his removal out of the Province in Order to Elect a New
Burgesseto Supply the Vacancy thereuponfollowing for the Remaining
part of the Year; There wasChosenby the Majority of votesof tho Free
holders and Actual Inhabitants of the saidTown prsentAbraham Buck
ley. Burgesse."
"Builiugton the 19 of tho U«> m° 170£ At the Town meetingheld
at the Town houseand thence adjourned to Henry Grubbs,and then by
Majority of votes that the Town Tax should be levyed and paid over
again for the udicf of the Poor at present. And it is further orderedby
the said Town meeting That Thomas Gardiner, Samuel Furnis, Wm
Bustill, and George Willis are appointed to be and appear at tho Court

of Quarter Sessionsof the said Towu by themselvesor by Council to ne
gotiate the affairs betweenthe s>d
Tuwu aud \\'m Fisher Concerning the
maintenance of John Henry and the sd town at sd meeting do further
agree and promise to defray the whole charges in ye sameproportion
able according as every man is Rated to the Poor."
" At a Town meeting at Burlingtuu the filth of May, 1705,It's agreed
by the majority of the votesThat a Rate be layd, and half so much as
the late rate was for the poor,and for Defraj ing of the Charges accruing
or that have accruedon the poorsaccount. Its also agreedat said meet
ing that John Willis and ThomasWctherell beand are Chosenoverseers
of the highways, and Wm. Bustil and Nathaniel Pope overseersof the
poor for the presentyear. It's mutually agreedats.iid-meeting Bernard
Lane giv'ug in a paper not being satisfactoryto said meeting. It's further
agreed at said meeting that Thomas Revell, Robert Wheeler, Thomas
Gardiner, William Bustill, Daniel Smith, Thomas Scattergood,and Peter
Folwell be chosenand appointed by the Town to Lett aud Sett out the
Bridges and Causeways,to be put into repair as they were at the Lett
ing & according to the first Bargain, and also to deal or Call to account
Bernard Lane in behalf of tho Town about the sd Bridges for his de
ficiency about repairing the sameas Lett to him to do,aud to give acco*
to the sd meeting. And it's further agreedat tho sd meetingthat a Rate
be madeagain fur the charges thereof according to the agreem* made
Ciipps."
with Bernard Lane and Nathauiel
"At at Town meetingheld at The Town house in Burlington the 21st
of September,1705,It was agreed by the sd meeting for Chusing Asses
sors for the Count of ye Prison, and were Chosen George Willi-", Isaac
Marriot, Samuel Furnis, and Thomas Scattergood and Nathan Allen
and Stephen Smith were chosencollectors.
" Application was then made to sd meeting for leave for stopping out
tho Tide at Yorkshire bridge, to which the meeting Consentedwith a
juoviso that the sd work do not put the Town to more Charge than they
have usually had at that B:i lge & Causeway.
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"At our Town meeting held at the Town house y« 22dof 11thM°. 17C§
It was mutually agreed at sd meeting by majority of votesfor Surveyors

cf the Highways Richard Francis and Samuel Terret Chosen.
"It's ordered at sd meeting that an Assessment belaid for the poor
and defraying other charges according to the Rate made in Henry
Grubb's Time. It's also agreedand orderedat said meeting,that all the
Inhabitants of tho Town, ye bounds thereof be summonedto comeand
work at the High ways with their Teames and other hands as the law
directs."
"Pursuant to an Act for Raising of money for Building and Repair
ing of Gaols and Court Houses within each respective County of this
Province and to Bepeal the Act past for that purpose In the Year One
Thousand Seven hundred & nine. This ninth day of March, 1713,At a
Town meeting held here this Day at Burlington Court House Then and
there was two Assessors,viz., Thomas Wetherill, Emanuel Smith. It is
the agreement by this Town meeting held this
Day of March,
1715,That the Cryer then Chosen to do the Town's business shall have
the Privilege to set up all Stalls used by Foreigners at Fairs in the
Place Agreed on by this Town meeting, and that the Town Clerk shall
be free iiom all Duties belonging to the Highways."
" Burlington y« 9th of the first month Called March, 171g.
By Major
ity of votesat this Town meeting it was agreed that the Fairs should
be kept on the Green near the Court House where it was formerly set
tled and kept by Act of Assemblyin the Proprietor's Government."
"At a Town meeting holden at the Court House in Burlington the
nineteenth day of July, Anno Domini 1718ordered that Peter Fretwell
Richard Wright George Willis Isaac Pearson James Thompson Isaac
De Cow Thos. Hunloke and Francis Smith,be and are herebyappointed
Trustees to Let out or Farm tho Highways to such as they can find will
undertake the same and do agree with whom upon yc best Terms and
make report of their proceedingstherein to the next Town meeting."
"Burlington February 33rd, 1722.
It is agreed by sd Town meet
ing to Lett unto Jacob Doughty to build a pound for theuseof the Town
and that he take and receivethe profit of it for fourteen years and to
leave the said pound at the Expiration of said Town in a good and suf
ficient fencefor a lawful pound. . . . It's likewise agreed by said town
meeting to allow unto Jonathan Wright, Thomas Scott, Peter Rose
Hugh McEutcheo and Isaac Antrum to assisthim in repairing & main
taining the Causewayat Yorkshire Bridge, and that Abraham Bickley
and Matthew Champion be appointed to getye old Bell belonging to the
Town towardsgetting anew castfor the use of thesaid town and make a
report of their proceedingsto the next Town meeting."
"March 8th, 172| "lis thought proper and most Convenientsince the
two Town meetingsare so near one the other for choosing the several
officersyearly That the said meeting in February be dropt and that tho
secondTuesday in March be hereafter observedus one day for Clinging
all officers in General, and that is by consent and agreement of this
To.wn meetingto be and stand instead of two days as before was accus
tomed."

...

"March 12,lT2f. On a Debate about a Couple of Constables Staves
for the use of the Constablesof Burlington, Resolved by the Town
meeting that a Couple of staves bo provided at the Charge oi the pub
lick, and delivered by the Constablesgoing out of their office to tlieir
successors,and to remain successivelyto the seivice of the Town."
"March 11th,1728. On motion for a Bell for the Towns use, upon
which a bell being produced was purchased by voluntary subscriptions
and paid down, whicii bell was then Delivered to the Cryer and to be
accountableto the Town for the same and Deliver the samewhen dis
missedof his office."

" At a Town meeting by virtue of a warrant from Two of his Majestys
Justices of the Peace for the County of B'irlhigton. Present Sam1
Bustill, Abr. Heulings, Esq3,Justices and sundry others Freeholders &
Inhabitants being met A Petition to the Honble House of Representa
tives for y« Pro\iuce of New Jersey being drawn up & openly read Set
ting forth the grievances& Impositions which the inhabitants of Bur
lington for several years past have laboured under by the overruling
power of the Country Assessorsbeing nine assessorsfor y° county agBt
the Town's assr at the aportiouing the Quota'sin ye Provincial Taxes
which petition was signed &c'
"September 30th, 1730
And for the better keeping the Peace
and punishing such as Sabbath breakers Riders & such like disorderly
doings a proposal being made for a pair of stocks to be erected by sub
scription and past in tho affirmative. And a small memorandmbeing

then drawn up was subscribed unto &c, in order for their Concur
rence."

"Burlington, February the 28th,171g. At our Town meeting held
on this day by an agreementof the Inhabitants of said Town at a Town
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meetingheld here on the first day of March last, That the Inhabitants
of said Town should meetyearly and every year at the Court House in
Burlington to ChooseConstables,overseerof the poor and other officers
only."
necessaryon the LaBt Saturday in February
" Burlington, August 6th, 1722. At a Town meeting holden here this
day by vertue of a warr* from three Justices of the Peace for the County
of Burlington Quorum unus to summonBsaid Town in order to settle
and ascertainthe speciesnow to pass Current Did then and there agree
by plurality, That Gold do paBs in all publick payments at 5/G the
pennyweight and a grain at 2d%,and that silver pass according to the
Late Queeu Anne's proclamation,That Dollars pass at 5 shill. according
to proclamation moneyand that English Copper half penceshall go for
penceapieceproclamationmoney Present Jacob Doughty, Judge Hugh
Sharp John Allen Esq" Justices with sundry others Freeholders arid
agreement."
Inhabitants of said Town at tho aboveorder &
"March 11th, 173?9ff. The pound not being built according to
agreem*in a former Town meeting,its now Kesolved that Christopher
Wetherill Thomas Smith & Johu Carline do erect & build the same
forthwith at or near where a pound formerly stoodin Bmad street near
the House Late Henry Clothier, the sdpound to be Thirly foot squareof
good & Boundstuff and not under six foot high & the sd undertakers
meeting."
bring in their accountsto the next Town
"March 12, 1750. It is agreed by this town meeting that a New
bound Book in folio of four Quires of paper or thereaboutsbe provided
at the publick Charge In order to transcribe and Record All the Pro
ceedingsthat Can be collectedout of the former Entries & minutesfrom
time to time heretoforemadein Town meetings,and that Jos. Scatter
good,Esqr, and Mr. Joshua Baper are by this town meeting appointed
to inspect and Examine the same and to agree with the Town Clk for
Transcribing and Recording the said Proceedings fair in sd Bound
Book."

"At a Town meeting held for said City on the 20th day of March
Anno Dom 1756,pursuant to AdvertisemA Present, Tho8 Scattergood,
James Smith, Hugh Hartshorne, Esq" Justices. of the Peace of sd City
with sundry others the Freeholders & Inhabitants of said City being
ye
met procoededon tho matter proposedon 9thinstant, viz., the erecting
or building a number of woodenStalls for the benefitof the City afores>d,
and after Debate Agreed that the Ground be let for the purposeaforesd.
And it was further agreed and Resolved that forty such Stalls be built
by such person or persons as tho managers,namely, John Bacon, Jas.
Smith, aud Hugh Hartshorne shall agreewith for doing thereoffree and
clear of any expencesto the town."
"At a Town meetingheld on Tuesday,the fifth of September,1775,by
order of tho Mayor. Present, Tho8Powell, Recorder,Samuel How, Wil
liam Smith, Tho P. Hewlings, Alderman, With Several Other of the
Freeholders and Inhabitants of Said City. And whereasgreat Damage
has beenDone to the Lower Market House in Said City by persons un
known either iu the Night of the 2d or morning of the 3d Instant, and
a majority of the Inhabitants now met thinking it proper that a Reward
Should be given to any Person who shall inform of the Perpetrator or
Perpetrators of the above Fact. Agreed that Ten pounds be given to
any person so informing upon Conviction of the Offenderor Offenders,
and that said Ton Pounds be raised by a tax on the Inhabitants of this
city.
Dan'l Ellis, Clk."
At the annual town-meetingof 1793it was " Resolved,That the Com
mittee procure at the expense of the Township a pair of And Irons,
Shovel & tongs & Iron Cap or fender for the Stove,that they cause a
Bheetof Iron to be fixed on the floor beforethe Stove,and the inside of
painted."
the Township Room or City Hall to bo
March 13,1804. "The meeting taking into considerationthe numer
ous inconveniencesattending the distancebetweenthe presentGaol and
Court House,and believing that the safetyand convenienceof the public
would be promotedby the Sale of the Gaol and Lot in the City of Bur
lington, and by an appropriation of the funds thencearising to tho erec
tion of a Gaol on the County property near the Court House, in Mount
Holly, upon a scale adequateto tho presentpurposesof tho County ;
" Resolved,That the ChosenFreeholdersof this Township be instructed
to procure by all proper means the salo of the present Gaol and Lot
(exceptsuch materials as may be useful in the erection of another), the
funds thencearising to be appropriatedwith any further sum which may
be found necessaryto the building of a Gaol near the Court House, in
Mount Holly, on the public property, upon such a scale as may appear
to the Board of Chosen Freeholders competent to tho safety and con
County."
venienceof the
March 12,1804. " Resolved,That the next annual Election for TownBhip officersshall be by Ballott, and the namesof the several personsto

be voted for shall be returned to the Clerk of the Township, on the Sat
urday immediately preceding the day of election, whose duty it shall be
to attend at the City Hall betweenthe hours of three and five o'clock
on said day, to receive the nominations. And to put up one certified
copy of the nominations so made at the City Ilall, and three others in
delay."
the most public placesin the Township without

The Township

Civil List.— The following civil

list, embracing the names of the more important
township officers, is as complete and as nearly correct
as the condition of the records warrant its being made.
The lists of some of the minor officers are brought down

only to 1800:
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
Thomas Wetherell, 1718-19;George Willis, 1718-19;Abraham Buckley,
1720-21; Richard Smith, 1720-24,1731; Isaac Pearson,1722-23,1725
-29, 1739-41; Matthew Champion, 1724;Daniel Smith, Jr., 1725-29,
1736; Abraham Hewling, 1730,1763; William Bickley, 1730,173435,1737-38;Isaac Deacon,1731; GeorgeSatterthwaite,1732;Thomas
Shreve, 1732-35; Simon Smith, 1733; Caleb Raper, 1730-38; Rich
ard Smith, Jr., 1739^1; Juhn Reeves,1742-44; Ralph Peart, 17424G; GeorgeEyres, 1745-47; Isaac Connor, 1747; Joshua Raper, 174849; John Deacon, 1748-49; Joseph Hollinshead, 1750-54;Abraham
Schuyler, 1750-54,1761-67; Thomas Scattergood,1755-17G0; Wil
liam Hewlings, 1755-QO,1704-66,1768-69,1771-74;James Smith,
1761-62,1779; Daniel-Ellis, 170G,1768,1783-85,1788-90;John Hoskins, 1767; William Smith, 1769; Samuel How, 1770-79,1781-82;
ThomasRodman, 1775-78; Josiah Haines, 1780-89; Thomas Rogers,
Jr., 1780;Robert S. Jones, 17S6-S7; Joseph Smith, 1790-94; Andrew
Craig, 1791;Thomas M.Gardner, 1792;Joseph M. Wallace, 1793-97;
William Cox, Jr., 1795-98; Abraham Stockton,1798,1811-18; Joseph
Bloomfield,1799;Samuel J. Smith, 1800,18U2;Charles Ellis, 1800-21;
John Fowler, 18U1; John Hoskius, Jr., 1803-4;Amos Hutchius, 1805
-10; John Larzelere, 1819-25,1830,1845-4G; George Deacon, 1822;
Budd Sterling, 1823-25; Caleb Gaskill, 1826-28,1833-36; Michael
Hays, 1826-27; Thomas Hancock, 1828,1S31-37; John Sargent,1828;
Thomas Wetherell, Jr., 1829-31,1837; Christian Larzalere, 1832;
William R. Allen, 1838-42,1851; John C. Deacon,1838-40,1842-43,
1850,1858-60;William R. Deacon,1843-44;Henry C. Deacon,1844;
Benjamin Deacon,1845-48; George W. Dobbins, 1847-49-;John D.
Burliug,1849; Charles Lippincott, 1856;StacyDobbins,1850;Archi
bald W. Burns, 1852-54; Thomas Hancock, Jr., 1855; Jonathan W.
Nevins, 1857; Joseph P. Dcnqon,1861; Abraham B. Kelley, 1862;
Abel N. Troth, 1863-04; E. Budd Marter, 1865-70; Caleb G. Ridg
way, 1671-73; Elwood Ri^gs, 1874-75; Stacy H. Scott, 187G,187982; N. W. C. Hays, 1877-78.
TOWNSHIP

CLERKS.

James Hill, 1G94; John Meredith, 1695-99; Abraham Bickley, 1700;
Juhn Ogborn, 17U1; Peter Fulwell, 1702; Benjamin Wheat, 1703;
Garvas Hall, 1715-22; Rowland Ellis, 1723-62; Daniel Ellis, 176379, 1782-91; Jonathan Grumage, 1780; Abruham Gardner, 1792,
1795-97, Isaac Neale, 1793-94; George Swetman, 1798; William
Woolman, 1799,1800-2; Robert Pidgeon, 1803; Stephen C. Ustick,
1804-20;Amos Hutchius, 1821-33; Joseph L. Wright, 1834; Joseph
L. Powell, 1835-37; James W. Griffith, 1838-39; James Watts, 184042; Robert Patterson, 1843-44; Charles Hand, 1845-47; Alexander
A. Larzalere, 1848; Franklin Woolman, 1849; Alfred A. Deacon,
1850; Charles P. Smith, 1851-54; William E. Thomas, 1855; Isaac
D. Eyre, 185G;William F. Smith, 1857; Charles C. Myers, 1858,
18G0-61; Lewis E. Lippincott, 1859; Henry R. Good, 1862; J. R.
Lippincott, 1863-65; Samuel Phillips, 1866,1868; Robert N. Fort,
18G8-G9;William H. Torr, 1870-72; William H. Antrim,
GeorgeW. Watts, 1874-7G; William W. Slack,
1877-78; Addis
1879; M. A. Gardner, 1880; J. Frank Budd, 1881-82.
ASSESSORS.
Richard Wright, 1719-22; Thomas Scattergood, 1723-25,1728,
1746;
Isaac Pearson, 1726; Rowland Ellis, 1727,1729-30;
Robert Smith!
1731-34; William Bickley, 1735-36; Samuel
Scattergood,1737-44;
Joseph Scattergood,1746; Daniel
Bacon, 1747; Hugh Hartshorne',
1748,175G-68;B. Baird, 1750; George Eyre, 1751-60;
Daniel Ellis]
1761-76,1784;Samuel Eyre, 1777-78;Thomas Powell, 1779;
Richard
Smith, 1780; Amos Hutchius, 1780; John Rodman, 1782;
Thomas
M. Gardner, 1783,1785-89,1791-92,1805; John How, 1700*;
Thomas
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Adams, 1793-94,1797-1804,
1815-19; Abraham Gardner, 1795-96;
Thomas Neal, 1806-14; James H. Hewlings, 1820-21; Burr Woolman, 1822-31; Joseph L. Powell, 1832-33; Amos W. Archer, 183437, 1842; Joseph P. Deacon,1838^0; William F. Smith, 1841,1844,
1846-47,1850-52,1859; Joseph W. Griffith, 1843,1845; Stacy Dob
bins, 1848-49;Chauncey T.Booth, 1853-54,1857-58;Charles P. Fort,
1855-56,1860;Edward G. Keegan, 1861; Hamilton McDowell, 1862;
Edward Rigg, 1863,1865; James Watts, 1805,1871-73; Charles Alcott, 1866-69; S. B. K. Coles, 1870; George Bigg, 1874-75; Charles
T. Parker, 1876-78; Samuel E. Lippincott, 1879; William C. Farmer,
1880; Joseph L. Wright, 1881; Daniel F. Hammell, 1882.
COLLECTORS.
Abraham Bickley, 1700; Richard Smith, 1700,1719; Jonathan Wright,
1720; Daniel Smith, Jr., 1721; George Willis, 1722; Caleb Raper,
1723-24; Francis Smith, 1725,1731; Samuel Scattergood,1726-27,
1729-30; Robert Smith, 1728; SamuelLovet, 1732-37; Joshua Raper,
173,8^41
; Joseph Allinson, 1742-44; William Scattergood,1745: Williiim Hewlings, 1746, 1747; Abraham Hewlings, 1748; Horace
Wright, 1750; Juhn Bacon, 1751-52; Samuel How, 1753; Thomas
Wetherill, Jr., 1754; John Hawkins, 1755; Jonathan Grist, 175G;
John Taylor, 1757; Christopher Wetherill, 1758-59,1768-69;John
Carter, 1700; Levi Merrill, 1761-67; John Hendry, 1770; Thomas
Pryor, 1771; Daniel Bacon, 1772-74; John Barker, 1775; Joseph
Wetherill, 1776; Isaac Collins, 1777; Josiah Haines, 1778-79; Amos
Hutchius, 1780; James Craft, 1781; Thomas Gardner, 1782; John
Estlow, 1782,1785-87,1800; John Rodman, 17S4; George Painter,
17S8-89,1793; George Hewlings, 1790-91; Israel Tomkins, 1792;
William Lowdon, 1794-97; Micajah Ellis, 1798-99; John Hoskins,
Jr., 1S01,1800-14; William Woolman, 1802-5; Christian Larzalere,
1815-31; Samuel Rogers, 1832; Samuel Stockton, 1833; JoBeph P.
Deacon, 1834-37; James Sterling, 1838,1808-70; William R. Deacon,
1839; James W. Lippincott, 1840^2; Lewis C. Leeds,1843^44
; Joel
R. Rakestraw, 1847-48,1873-75; Henry Lowden, 1849; James P.
Lowden, 1850-51; Sulnuel Estlow, 1852; John Gibroson, 1853-56;
John F. Smith, 1857-59;Charles H. Willits, 1800-61; William Lar
zelere, 1862; William S. Coleman,1863-64; Daniel P. Naylor, 1865;
Charles Ettenger, 1860-07; B. M. Voorhees,1871-72; George Rigg,
1876-78; Albert H. Silpath, 1879-82.
CONSTABLES.
Jonathan West, 1095; Josiah Pricket, 1695; William Bustill, 1699;
Samuel Gibson, 1699; John Broadail, 1708; Samuel Smith, 1708;
Joshua Tomkins, 1715; Robert Stark, 1715; William Cutler, 171017; Solomon Smith, 1710-17; Jonathan Wright, 1718-19; James
Verree, 1718-19; George Willis, 1720; Isaac Pearson, 1720; Henry
Clothier, 1721; Isaac Williams, 1721; Daniel Smith, 1722; John
Dummer, 1723; Joshua Raper, 1723; Joseph Welsh, 1723; Peter
Rose, 1723; George Satterthwaite,1726; Robert Smith, 1720; Joseph
Hewling, 1727;Silas Crespin, 1727;SamuelScattergood,1728,1731;
Ralph Peart, 1728; Robert Tuckney, 1729;William Snowden,1729;
John Gilbert, 1730; William Lyndon, 1730; Joshua Barker, 1731;
Peter Bishop, 1732; N. Lovet, 1732; Micajah How, 1733; Isaac
Conarro, 1733; John Roberts,1779-80; Joseph Barber, 1779; Samuel
Stiles, 1780,1783; John Gallagher, 1781; Thomas Rogers, Jr., 1781,
1783;John Blackwall, 1781; Abbett Williams, 1782; Aaron Schuy
ler, 1772; Benjamin Clark', 1784; Johu Wood, 1784; George Smith,
1785, 1793; John Smith, 1785,1793; Samuel Allen, 1785; Jacob
Myers, 1786;William Hutchins, 1780;Robert Granule, 1786; Joseph
Scott, 1787,1794; Abraham Scott, 1788; Daniel Steverson, 1789;
John S. Rogers, 1790; Joseph Antbam, 1791; Joseph Richardson,
1794; Samuel Rogers, 1794,1821-28; William Cowpeithwair, 179596; John Stockton, 1795-96; Samuel Lowden, 1796,1798-1600-3;
George Smith, 1798; Gabriel Stevens,1799-1801
; William Lowden,
1S02-3; John Collins, 1802; Joseph Hollinshead, 1804; Jacob Monington, 1804-6; M. Pool, 1800-7; Christian Lowden, 1807-8;Samuel
Howell, 1808-12; Samuel Nailor, 1813; Abraham F. Lusberry, 1814
-16; William Erwin, 1815-20; Jonathan Deacon,1829; Moses Lar
zelere,1830-31; Daniel Williams, 1832;Barzillia Deacon,1833;Isaac
Hancock, 1834-36; Lewis C. Leeds, 1837; Samuel H. Burr, 1838-41;
Henry Lowden, 1842; John R. Tomkins, 1843; Joel R. Rakestraw,
1844-40; Robert T. Willits, 1847^19
; Richard Hillier, 1850-51;Paul
Early, 1852-58; John Gibroson, 1859-00; Levi Kimble, 1861-62;
John B. Haines, 1803; Robert S.. Kimble, 1804-08; E. C. English,
1809-75;George M. Shiftier, 1870-80;Peter L. Vandcrgrift, 1881-82.
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John Neal, 1801-3; Amos Hutchinson, 1801-11; Charics Ellis, 1S01-23;
Abraham Stockton, 1801-18; John Folwell, 1801-10; GeorgePainter,
1S04-7; Samuel J. Smith, 1808-9; Thomas Brown, 1810-18; Joseph
Totts, 1812; Burr Woolman, 1812,1811-19; George Allen, 1818-19;
Stephen Morris, 1819,1821-22; John Larzelere, 1819,1821-22; John

Wilson, 1820; Samuel Stockton, 1820-25; Samuel J. Wright, 1820;
William English, 1820-27; John H. Fenimore, 1823-20; John C.
Deacon, 1823-30,1833-37; Thomas Deacon, 1820-29; John Fort,
1827; Thomas B. Woolman, 1828; James Smith, 1828; John Rogers,
1829-30; Samuel J. Smith, 1829-32,1S34; Benjamin D. Hancock,
1829; Joseph Johnson, 1830-31; Budd Sterling, 1830,1832; CalebGaskill,1832 ; Christian Larzelere, 1832-36;Amor W. Archer, 1833,183842 ; Samuel R. Gummere,1833,1834; William Master, 1832-35,183843, 1847, 1849; John Mitchell, 1835-37; Charics Ellis, 1836-38;
Wesley Horner, 1837; James Sterling, 1837; Henry Spackins, 183839; Isaac P. Rodman, 1838-39; George Gaskill, 1839; Israel Vanhorn, 1840^1; John D. Burling, 1840-43;James P. Lowden, 184042; Joseph P. Deacon,1841; John Shedakor,1842-43,1845-46,1849,
1873; Franklin Woolman, 1843,1845; Joseph Johnson, 1843-44,

1848,1850; James II. Sterling, 1844; Michaal Hays, 1814,1848;
Thomas Wetherill, 1844; George Deacon, 1844; Henry C. Deacon,
1845,1850; William H. Lloyd, 1845-47,1849,1863-04; John C. Dea
con, 1846,1850; William W. Miller, 1846-47;Henry Griscom, 1847;
Edward Dugdale, 1847; John Rogers, 1848; A. L. Shinn, 1848-50;
John Johnson, 1848,1850; Jacob Laumaster,1849,1855; Lewis C.
Leeds, 1850,1858,1869; Alexander P. Wetherill, 1651-54; Henry
Lowden, 1851,1800; John H. Taylor, 1851-54; El wood Conner,
1852-56,1806;John D. Bulling, 1855; James Watts, 1850; William
R. Shedaker, 1857-38; Stacy Hays, 1857; George W. Meyers, 1857;
Robert A. Updike, 1858-61; Stacy C. Scott, 1860,1800-01; Lewis T.
Price, 1801; Samuel W. Johnson, 1802; John Larzelere, 1862; William Atkinson, 1862; Samuel E. Hancock, 1863-65; Caleb F. Hen
drickson, 1803-64; Ellis R. Oliver, 1865-70,1874-75,1877; Joseph
W. Tallman, 1865,1807; Pearson Rodman, 1800-08; James P. Dea
con, 1868-69: Henry Cooper, 1868-70; N. W. Sooy, 1870-72; N. W.
C. Hays, 1871-73,1876,1878; John L. Deacon,1871-73,1878; A.N.
Troth, 1874-75; George Gilbert, 1874-75,1877; Nelson P. Creeley,
1876,1878;Hamilton Hill, 1876; GeorgeW. Watts, 1877-80;Alfred
C. Smith, 1878; Philip Silpath, Jr , 1879-80; Ridgway Hancock,
1878-82; Henry K. Hays, 1881-82; Elwood Conner, 1881; Aaron
R. Kimble, 1882.
OVERSEERS OT THE HIGHWAYS.
Christopher Wethoiill, 1005; Thomas Raper, 1695; Joseph Smith, 1699;
Lawrence Moses,1099; George Willis, 1700,1724; Thomas Scatter-

goocf,1700; Solomon Smith, 1715; Jonathan Wright, 1715; Richard
Wright, 1710-17; Edward Smith, 1716-17; Caleb Raper, 1718-19;
Thomas Thomson, 1718-20; Henry Clothier, 1720,1729; Thomas
Humolke, 1721; Benjamin Kimble, 1721;James Verree,1722; Abra
ham Bickley, 1723; Richard Smith, 1723; Thomas S. Shreve,1724-25,
1730; Thomas Wetherill, 1725; Robert Slack, 1720; Daniel Smith,
1720; William Collins, 1727; Silas Crispin, 1727,1729;James Welsh,
1728; George Satterthwaite, 1728; Solomon Smith, 1730; Simon
Nightingale, 1731; Joseph White, 1731; Edward R. Price, 1732;
Joshua Raper, 1732; Jonathan Wright, 1733; Richard Smith, Sr.,
1733; Jonathan Tliomas, 1749; John Trapuell, 1749; William T.
Keeles, 1750-52; John Hartshorn, 1750-52; William Smith, 170354; Joseph Pearson, 1753-54; William Hewlings, 1754; Daniel
Smith, Jr., 1754; James Smith, 1754; Henry Scott, 1754; Thomas
W. Merrill, 1704; Levi Merrill, 1764; John Rodman, 1779; William
Hewlings, Jr., 1779-80; Samuel Wetherill, 178U; Tliomas Nealo,
1780, 1783-85,1S00; Amos Hutchins, 1782; Thomas Rogers, Jr.,
1782; William Deacon, 1783; John Rogers, 1784-85; Abraham
Stockton, 1787,1797; Isaac Wetherill, 1787; Z. Armstrong, 1788;
Joseph Richardson, 1789; Elwood Collins, 1790-91;Samuel Allen,
1790-91; Thomas Stewart, 1794; Thomas Smith, 1795-90; Joseph
Sprague, 1798; William Lowden, 179S; John Antrim, 1798; John
Estlow, 1800.
OVERSEERS

OF THE POOR.

John Allen, 1712,1720; SamuelMarriot, 1715; Thomas Middleton, 1715;
Caleb Raper, 1716-17,1728; Tliomas Shreve,1716-17,1732; Richard
Smith, 1718-19; Thomas Wetherill, 1720; Abraham Bickley, 182022; Matthew Champion, 1721-22; Isaac Williams, 1723-24; Henry
Clothier, 1723-24,1720; William Cutter, 1725; Joshua Raper, 1725;
Robert Slack, 1726; Daniel Smith. Sr., 1720; William Collins, 1727•
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Jonathan Wrighi,1727; Samuel Lovet, 1728; William Cutter, 1729;
James Smith, 1730; Ralph Peart, 1730; JcBeph Rockhill, 1736; Ed
ward Pierce, 1731; Solomon Smith, 1732; William Snowdon, 1733; Isaac Weth
31; Robert Smith, 1781; Andrew Craige, 1781,1784-85
erill, 1783; Abraham Stockton, 1783-85;John Neale,1786; Samuel
Rogers,1786; William Cooper,1787-88; Abbott Williams, 1787; John
Estlow, 1788-89,1791.1800; William Smith, 1789-90; Israel Tom
kins, 1790; Micajah Ellis, 1791-93,1798-99; Tliomas Stewart, 1792;
John Hoskius, Jr. ; 1792,1801; Thomas M. Gardiner, 1792-93; John
Stockton, 1794; Henry Burr, 1795-96; John Craft, 1797; Thomas
Ncale, 1798-1800.
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.
William B. Price, 1854; James Aaronson, 1854; Joseph L. Powell, 1855,
1860; Robert Pittmau, 1855; Samuel W. Earl, 1855,1860; John D.
Baiting, 1855; Josiah Bartlett, 1855; William E. Boulton, 1856,
1800; John M. Brown, 1850,1860; Robert T. Willits, 1800; David
P. Lnkeus, 1861; Joel R. James, 1802; I. Kingdon, 1803,1805; S.
B. K. Coles, 1S65; Joseph L. Powell, 1870;Samuel D. Naylor, 1870;
George Rigg, 1870,1S80; James O'Neal, 1870; Jediah Taylor, 1870;
Warden S. Stiles, 1874,1882; Daniel P. Naylor, 1880; JoBeph L.
Wright, 1880; Franklin Hancock, 1880; Nelson B. Curley, 1880;B.
B. Bunker, 1881; William S. Johnson, 1881; Charles T. Parker,
1881.

Municipal Organization, — Burlington

was first

in 1677. Corporation privileges
were granted to it in 1693, and in 1695 the corpora
tion was further regulated by a supplementary act.
The following record appears in the township minutelaid out

as a town

as their patent settsforth, until it falls upon Assissunk Creek, and then
over the Creek aud so on up the said creek the several courses thereof
unto Jonathan Wright's Corner Tree at the Said Creek, being a crooked
Birch Tree for a corner, and from thenceit extends a North & by WeBt
courseuntil it falls upon Delaware River against a Chestnut Tree btn'ng
for a corner with several Letters and the date of the year, and a little
to the Eastward of the Widow Pedgeou's House, aud Red Cedar Tree
being there also marked, and from thence it is boundud down the said
River Delaware the several courses thereof to the corner Tree first
named.
City— now the Township of Burling
"The foregoing Bounds of this
ton—js truly extracted from—'A Copycorrectedand examined by Caleb,
Raper and Isaac De Cow'—of the original Letters Patent, Dated at the
City of Perth Amboy the Seventh day of May, in the Bcveuthyear of
the Reign of King Georgethe Second.
"By Jamfs Batten, Town Clerk.
" June, 1823."

Civil List,

1784-1851.

MAYORS.
Bowers Reed, 1785-94; Joseph Bloomfield, 1795-1S00;James Sterling,
1801-0; William Coxe, 1807-13; Joseph Mcllvaine, 1810-23; Wil
liam Griffith, 1824-26; John L. Harris, 1827-33; John Larzelere,
1831-36; Samuel W. Earl, 1837-41; William R. Allen, 1842-00.

ALDERMEN AND COMMONALTY.

James Sterling, 1785-94; William P. Sprague, 1785-88; John Hendry,
1785-80; William Smith, 1789-1804;William Coxe, 1790-91; Fred
erick T. Kisselman, 1702-93; Thomas Adams, 1794-1823;Andrew
Craig, 1795-99; John Elton, 1801,1803,1805; Sann.el Fenimore,
1805-7; Charles Ellis, 1807-15; George *West, 1814-17; George
book under date 1733 :
Allen, 1818-27; Joseph Miller, 1822-32; Christian La rzelere, 1824" Burlington, January 15,1733.— At aTown-meetingheld at yeCourt
28; Walton Wilson, 1828; William R. Allen, 1829,1831; John Lar
zelere,1829-30,1843; Samuel R. Giimnu-re, 1833-37,1840; Samuel
houseBy virtue of a warrant under the Hands and Seals of Three of
B. Wetherill, 1834-30, 1838-43; Joseph Johnson, 1837-40,1850;
Hia Majty"Justices of the Peace for the county of Burlington (.Quorum
Archibald W. Burns, 1841; Thomas Milnor, 1842-45,1847; Johu
Rules
ordinancesfor
6olnefurther
&
necessityof
the
forth
setting
units)
ye better Governmentand regulation of the said Town, &c. But more
Larzelere, Jr., 1844,1848; Daniel Yansciver, 184.S;Lawrence C.
Wetherill, 1845,1847; Thomas B. Woolman, 1848-49.
particularly to Address His Excell"?, the Govemour of this Province of
New Jersey, &c, acknowedging his kind and generous offer to restore
COMMON COUNCIL.
unto ye town of Burlington its antient Rights and Priviledges in Grant
Stiles,"
Schuyler,"
Smith,"
1785; "Mr.
"Mr.
1785; "Mr.
1785; "Mr.
ing a Charter for Incorporating the said Town. The Inhabitants being
Wallace,"
Mitchell,"
brought
draught
1785
Joshua
rough
M.
1797-98; " Mr.
;
1785,1788-1-9,
&
orderedto
be
or
read,
beadsbeing
a
and
met
Jones,"
1785; Thomas Rodman, 1780,1790; John Neal, 1780-88,
which was read accordingly, and the several grants & Liberties therein
1791-1803,1807; Abraham Hen ling, 1780; Ajidrew Craig, 1780-87;
Contained were paragraphically read over again, and after Considering
Thompson Neal, 1780-87; William Cooper,1780-87; William Smith,
and thoroughly weighing the samewereunanimously agreed upon and
"1787-88,1791;Jacob Meyers, 1787; Robert S. Jones, 1788-90; Wil
Consentedto. Tho old bounds of the sd Town agreed upon to stand
liam Norcross, 1788; Solomon Ridgway, 1788; Richard R. Smith,
and to be tho bounds and Limits of the City of Burlington without any
1789; John Elton, 1789, 1791-92,1799-1800; John Hollinshead,
Extention, and persons were appointedto ascertain the said Bounds &
1789,1794; George Painter, 1780,1795-96,1800-1, 1800-7; Daniel
Limits, and also tho Committee that was ageed upon to draw up tho
Ellis, 1790,1793-94; Daniel Bacon, Jr, 1790; Ellis Wright, 1790;
headsand prepare the sd Charter be appointed to Reconiend the same
approbation and also to Return His
James Craft, 1790; Micajah Ellis, 1791-92,1795-1805; Tliomas M.
to His Excellency tho Govr. for his
Gardiner, 1701-92,1796; Joseph Mcllvaine, 1701-93; Frederick
Excell0? the Hearty Thanks of this Town-meeting for his favour to the
Premises."
Kisselman, 1791; Thomas Adams, 1792-93; William Griffith, 1793Town in the
97; Isaac Neal, 1704; E. Hartshorne, 1794; Samuel I. Smith, 1795;
The following is a copy of the act of May 17, 1733,
Daniel Smith, Jr., 1795; William Mcllvaine, 1790-97,1799; Charles
Burlington
Ellis, 1797-1802,1804-6, 1824-25,1827-28,1838; Thomas Smith,
and defining its boundaries,
incorporating
1708,1801-4; Nathan Rockhill, 1798; Amos Hutchins, 1799-1811;
Burlington township :
as set forth in the records of
William Coxe, 1800; Oakey Hoagland, 1807; Abraham Stockton,
1807-12,1814-15,1817; George West, 1808; George Aaronson, 1808
"We have willed ordained and elected and by thesePresentsfor us
-9; Stephen C. Ustick, 1809-10; James Sterling, 1810-11,1820,1835
our heirs & successors. We do will ordain & Elect our said Town of
Burlington into a city which saidcity shall extendthe limits and bounds
-36, 1839; GeorgeAllen, 1810-16; John Hoskius, Jr., 1810-14,1819say—Beginning at the
22, 1827-28; Henry Burr, 1811-15;Samuel Stockton, 1812-19,1822as the said town is already laid out—that is to
just
below ye Bank, at
26, 1834; Christian Larzelere, 1814-16,1822-23, 1829,1833, 1836:
River Delaware at a Walnut Tree for a comer
Burr Woolman, 1815-18,1820; William Hayes, 1816; John Larze
the outside bounds and most westerly side of Doctor John Hodman's
lere, 1816; George Deacon,1816,1818,1820-23,1826,1829-35,1837,
Land, aud runs from thence along by the side of said Rodman's Land a
1830; Charles Ellis, 1817,1819; John Wilson, 1818,1820-21;Cnleb
South & by East course so far a->said Rodman's land continues that
upon Mill
Gaskill, 1818,1823-25,1827-29; John Deacon,1818,1830; Joseph Milcourse and then still upon the same course Until it fall
lor, 1818; James H. Hewling, 1819; Budd Sterling, 1819-23,1827-29;
Creek and from thence it is bounded up by said Mill €reek until it
Stephen MorriB, 1820-21; John II. Fenimore,
comesto tho Bridge railed Kimball Bridge, and from thenceit extends
1821,1824-25; Tetei'
Barker, 1822;Samuel Blynmore, 1822;Thomas Fenimore, 1823;Wil
from the said Bridge along a Lane and Lade out road; which said Lano
Bridge about-North E istcrly fifteen degrees
liam R. Allen, 1824-25,1827-28; John liirkoy, 1821,1820; Robeit
or road bearsfrom the said
putts
Thomas,1S25; William II. Coperthwaite,1826; Walter
to the head of tho said Lane where thereis a Gate fixed & where it
1825;
SamuelR. Gummere,1827-28; Samuel Rigors, 1828; Samuel W. E iri,
on John Antrum's Land & from thence it extends on forward to the
Including,
Springfield
Joseph
within
our
Bounds:
Town
1830-32,1834-35;
John8on,1830-35,1843,1840,1S48; Benjamin
outside bounds of
ye major part of his
Gauntt, 1830-32,1837; James Gunnel, 1830-32.1834-35,1837,1S39boundaries Caleb Emerson's farm or plantation or
Springfield
Joseph
boundsaccording
40;
Improvements and from thence along by
L. Wright, 1831; Adam Price, 1832; Charles Vau'sdvel'
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1833; John P. Fining, 1834,1837; Daniel Vansciver, 1835; Nathan
W. Cole, 1836,1840; Thomas Milnor, 1830,1838; Noah E. Lippin
cott, 1836,1838; David Vansciver, 1837,1839-40; Aaron Hutchins,
1837,1839,1844,1847;Amos W. Archer, 1838,1860; George Gaskill,
1838,1844;John Larzelere, Jr., 1838,1847;William Quicksall, 1839;
William R. Deacon,1840,1844; Lewis C. Leeds,1840,1842,1817-48;
James Eyre, 1840,1843; Archibald W. Burns, 1841, 1843, 1851;
ThomasBooth,1841-42;William J. Allison, 1841-42;Jacob Mitche.ll,
1841-42; William Naylor, 1841; James McKee, 1841; Joseph Kerlin,1842; Robert T. Willitts, 1842; Isaac Haines, 1844-45; Joseph
L. Powell, 1844; Thomas Seaman,1844-45; George W. Myers,1845;
John Mitchell, 1845; Joel R. Janes, 1845; Joseph W. Lippincott,
1845; Ira B. Underbill, 1846; SamuelW. Earl, 1846; Isaac Rodman,
1846; Joseph L. Wright, 1846; Joshua W. Collett, 1846; Garret D.
Wall, 1847-48;Joseph Kerlin, 1847; Charles H. Fenimore, 1847;
Elias E. Boudinot, 1848; Peter Whitehead, 1848; Edward Morris,
Jr., 1849; Joseph Kerlin, 1849; Joseph P. Deacon,1849; James W.
Wall, 1849-50;John Rodgers, 1849; Franklin Gauntt, 1850.
MAYORS.
James W. Wall, 1851-54; Archibald W. Burns, 1855-57;William R.
Allen, 1858-02; Henry Hollenback, 1803-66; Joseph L. Powell, 1867
-69,1873-75; Henry Moffett, 1868-72; Hamilton McDowell, 187678; George Rigg, 1879-82.
COMMON COUNCIL.
Joseph Johnson, 1851,1853,1869-60;William F. Smith, 1851; Joseph L.
Wright, 1851; Charles Lippincott, 1851,1853; Henry Hollenback,
1851; Archibald W. Burns, 1851,1800; Lewis C. Leeds,1851,1863-
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Martin, 1870,1876,1879;Joseph R. Flanigan, 1876; James Willitts,
1876; Robert Wawkey, 1876; Samuel H. Uhlcr, 1877; Joseph Par
rish, 1877: John A. Vandergrift, 1877; William H. Kimball, 1877,
1882; William A. Stinerck, 1877-78,1881-82;Charles E. Allen, 1878;
Eleazer Horner, 1878; Nathan Haines, 1878,1880; Aaron Hutching
1878; John T. Severns, 1878; N. Haines, 1879; Charles Ettinger,
1879; H. Moffet, 1879; G. W. Watts, Shippen Wallace, 1879,1882;
Edward S. Lansing, 1879; William E. McNeal, 1879; Albert G. Shaw,
J. Frank Budd, 1870,,1882; Lewis Vansclmyver, 1879; DeLancey
Walker, 1880; Isaac Kimble, 1880; William C. Hancock, 1880;
Franklin Hancock, 1880; Charles P. Farner, 1881;John Fenimore,
1881-82; Ellis R. Oliver, 1881-82; W. II. Kimball, 1881; R.Frank
Wood, 1882; J. Reading Ivins, 1882; TbomaB H. Sprague, 1882;
.Franklin G. Woodington, 1882; Decatur Abdill, 1882; Samuel E.
Lippincott, 1882.
ALDERMEN.
John P. Fining, 1651; Amor W. Archer, 1851; Joel Rakestraw, 1851;
John L. Powell, 1852,1855,1858,1804,1871-73; William D. Cheeseman, 1853,1800; William B. Price, 1854; John M. Brown, 1856,
1S50 Jonathan W. Nevins, 1857; John D. Moore, 1800,1802; Ham
ilton McDowell, 1862-04;James H. Slctes,1862,^863; JoelR. James,
1862; William E. Boulton, 1865; Jabez Kingdon, 1866; Robert T.
Willitts, 1867,1876,1879; Paul Early, 1S68; Silas S. Cook, 1869;
John C. Smith, 1871-73; George Rigg, 1873; Charles Harper, 1873;
Daniel P. Naylor, 1873,1874; John W. Cook, 1875; Alexander Mar
tin, 1877; Joshua Taylor, 1878; Charles P. Farner, 1880; James L.
Erlton, 1881.

CITY CLERKS.
54,1856,1800; Woi drop J. Ilall, 1851; Elwood Conner,1851,1853-54; Charles P. Smith, 1851-54; William E. Thomas, 1855,1859;Lewis
E.
George W. Meyers, 1851; William R. Deacon, 1851; William R.
Lippincott, 1856; William F. Smith, 1857,1858; John P. Good, 18601852;
Charles H. Fenimore, 1852; William A. Rogers, 1852;
Allen,
63; J. RllBlingLippincott, 1864,1805; SamuelPhillips, 1866; Bloom
ThomasSeaman,1852; Edward T. Borden,1852; James McKee, 1852;
field B. Sisom, 1867-69; William H. Torr, 1870.1872;William H.
1852
Levi Kimble,
; David D. Mitchell, 1852;Elias Howell, 1852-64;
Antrim, 1871-73; Daniel P. Naylor, 1879; J.Russell Batten, 1880;
JoelR. James, 1852;SamuelW. Earl, 1853;Elias E. Boudinot, 1853;
John A. Armstrong, 1881; Sheldon S. Davis, 1882.
A. L. Shinn, 1853,1855; Samuel Keys, 1853-54,1856-58,1860; David
ASSESSORS.
1857Vansciver, 1853-54,1850; Thaddeus S. Woolston, 1853,1855,
58: Cliaucey T. Booth, 1854,1858; Hamilton McDowell, 1854,1856; ChanceyT. Booth, 1851,1852,1800; David R. Neal, 1853,1854; Nelson
John Silpath, 1864,1S57,1860; Johu Larzelere, 1854-57,1861; Sam
W. Deacon,1855-57;Amos Hutchins, 1858,1859; J. Russell Batten,
uel R. Pricket t, 1855;Henry Louden, 1855-56;John Mitchell, 1855,
1801, 1862, 1870, 1871,1875; John A. Miller, 1863-65; Daniel F.
1857; James Watts, 1S55-56;Thomas Robb,1855; Franklin Gauntt,
Hammell, 1866-68; Benjamin F. Rue, 1860; James Sterling, 1S72,
1855-56,1861,1809,1873; John Rodgers, 1855; Jacob Laumaster,
1874; Charles P. Farner, 1876; Winfield S. Epler, 1877; Edward C.
1855; James W. Wall, 1856,1860; Fredrick Engle, 1856,1858,1861;
Warren, 1878-80; Henry Lowden, 1881-82.
Nathaniel W. Fenimore, 1857; Thomas Conway, 1857; John D.
COLLECTORS.
Moore, 1857,18644Nathan Harper, 1857-58;William E. Boulton,
Michael Shemelia,1851,1852; George W. Meyers, 1853; GeorgeF. Sil
1857,1864; W. West King, 1858,1861-62,1869,1871; David R. Neall,
path, 1854; Samuel Pew, 1855,1850; Michael W. Keegp.il, 1S57;
1858; John B. Roberts, 1868-59,1872; J. Howard Pugh, 1858-59,
Charles Thorp, 1858,1859; Stacey L. Burr, 1860; Abraham R. Alli
1864; Wdliam Garwood, 1860; David D. Mitchell, 1860; Charles
son,1801,1802; J. Wesley Goodenough,1864; James Aaronson,1869,
Lippincott, 1860,1862; Nathan Sisom,1860; Nathan T. Higbie, 1861;
1870; Daniel F. Hamnell, 1871; Isaac T. Smith, 1872-74; Bloom
John Abercrombie,1801; Levi Kimble, 1861-62;John M. Higbie,
field Sisom,1875,1876; Albert H. Silpath, 1877; J. Rusling Lippin
1861; Charles Ettenger, 1861-63; Amos Hutchins, 1861-63,1867;
cott, 1865; Benjamin Sprague,1866,1867; Benjamin F. Rue, 1879;
David P. Lukens, 1862-63; Joseph R. Ivins, 1862-63; Edward T.
Thomas B. Allison, 1880,1882.
Borden, 1862-63;John P. Fining, 1862-63; Benjamin Sprague,1862
-63,1868-69; Samuel E. Wright, 1862-63; A. M. Hurly, 1864-66;
David Harmer, 1804; Alfred Inglin, 1804-65; John F. Losfcen, 1864
-65,1867-68,1871;John Rogers, 1864; William A. Sterling, 1864;
Isaac J. Smith, 1864; Edward B. West, 1864; Jonathan M. Roberts,
1865; Edward Morris, 1865; John Bloombead,1865-66; Edward B.
Grubbs, Jr., 1865,1867;Benjamin A. Lippincott, 1865-66;Joseph E.
Taylor, 1865; Charles A. Walters, 1865-66,1868; Horace Grant, Jr.,
SOCIETIES,
ASSOCIATIONS, AND BENEVOLENT IN
1865; Charles Schermerhorn, 1866;Charles S. Gauntt, 1866; Nicho
STITUTIONS.
las W. Sooy,1866; Samuel B. K. Coles,1866; John G. Burling, 1866
-68; Samuel Burns, 1867; F. B. Lippincott, 1867; James W. Feni
more, 1867;Nathan Sisom, 1867,1869,1875; John Silpath, 1868;W.
Monnt Lebanon Encampment, No. 7, 1. 0. 0. F.,
E. Schermerhorn,1867; William Neilson, 1868; James Birch, 1868;
was instituted June 12, 1844, with the following char
John Larzelere, 1868; Charles S. Gauntt, 1868; Samuel D. Burns,
ter members: Amor W. Archer, Joseph L. Powell,
1869; Caleb G. Ridgway, 1868-71,1873,1875; Hamilton McDowell,
1869; James O'Neil, 1809,1873,1875,1877; John H. Eaton, 1869; David P. Lukens, George Dugdale,
Samuel Fort,
David H. Losey, 1869; William Pearce,1869; Bloomfield Sisom,1870;
Henry Grim, Lewis C. Leeds.
Alexander Martin, 1870;"NehemiahSleeper, 1806-68,1870-71,
1873;
The following were the first officers chosen : Amor
Charles S. Gauntt, 1871; John D. Martus, 1871; Griffith W. Lewis,
W. Archer, C. P. ; Jos. L. Powell, H. P. ; D. P. Lu
1871; William R. Bishop, 1871; John Broomhead,1871; William F.
Le Roy, 1871,1874; James H. Park, 1871,1874; J. L. Severns,1872, kens, S. W. ; G. Dugdale,
W. ; S. Fort, Scribe ;
1874; J. W. Goodenough, 1872; Addis Hays, 1872, 1874; Samuel
H.
Treas.
Grim,
Phillips, 1872,1876; Albert G. Shaw, 1872; Tliomas Oliver, 1873;
The officers in May, 1882, were as follows : John
Richard Lucas, 1873; Ellis L. Hubbs, 1874; Philip F. Silpath, 180869,1874-76; James Aaronson, 1875; Johu Magraw, 1875;Alexander
Shinn, C. P. ; William M. Jeffries, H. P. ; P. F. Ben9
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nett, S.

W.; John M. Wright,

J. W.;

George A.

Al

linson, Scribe; Hugh Armstrong, Treas.
The membership is one hundred and five. Meet
ings are held in Odd-Fellows' Hall, on the first and
third Mondays of each month.

Phoenix Lodge, No. 92, 1. 0. 0. F., was instituted
March 12, 1849, with seven charter members, as fol
lows : John Rodgers, Ellwood Conner, George Dug
dale, David P. Lukens, David D. Mitchell, Joseph
Butcher, Jacob Mitchell.
The first officers elected were as follows : Jacob
Mitchell, N. G. ; John Rodgers, V. G. ; Jesse R. Sher
man, Sec; Joseph Butcher, Treas.
Phoenix Lodge has a membership of one hundred
and meets Monday evenings in OddFellows' Hall, in Union Street. It has paid out in

and eighty-five,

benefits about two thousand dollars, and has a cash
surplus on hand of nine thousand three hundred
dollars.

The officers in May, 1882, were William O'Don
nell, N. G.; Charles W. Gardner, V. G. ; George A.
Allinson, R. C, ; Ellwood Conner, F. C; Daniel P.
Naylor, Treas.

Burlington Lodge, No.

stituted June 21, 1854, with

32, F. and A. M., was in
the following members:

Elias E. Boudinot, John W. Kelly, Thomas Neall,
William R. Allen, Lewis Gotta, Ellwood Conner,
Richard B. Westbrook, Aaron E. Ballard, John Rod
gers.

The following were the first officers : John Rod
W. M. ; Richard B. Westbrook, S. W. ; John AV.
Kelly, J. W. ; Ellwood Conner, S. D. ; Aaron E.
Ballard, Sec. ; Lewis Gotta, Treas.
The membership in May, 1882, was one hundred
and two, and the lodge was officered as follows : H.
S. Haines, W. M. ; Samuel Phillips, S. W. ; J. A.
J. W. ; H. Armstrong, Treas. ; C. T.
Armstrong,
Parker, Sec. ; R. Hepworth, S. D. ; P. F. Richards,
J. D. ; G. W. Firing, S. M. of C; A. K. Ashby, J.
M. of C. ; J. R. Dubel and J. S. Adams, Stewards ;
Lewis Gotta, Treas.
Regular meetings are held in Odd-Fellows' Hall,
on the second Tuesday of each month.
Boudinot Chapter, No. 3, R. A. M., meets in OddFellows' Hall on the fourth Tuesday of every month.
It was instituted in February, 1856, with the follow
ing charter members and first officers: Ellwood Con
ner, H. P. ; W. W. Goodwin, K. ; Seth Thomas, S. ;
H. McDowell, Treas. ; John F. Kelly, Sec.
The officers in May, 1882, were the following : H.
Armstrong, H. P. ; E. M. English, K. ; S. C. Hassinger, S. ; R. Hepworth, C. of H. ; James Shaw, P. S.;
W. A. Barrows, R. A. C. ; G. W. Fireng, Treas. ; C.
T. Parker, Sec. ; H. P. Vandegrift, M. of 1st V. ; G.
W. Fireng, M. of 2d V. ; Alios, M. of 3d V. ; J. P.
Severns, Chap. ; Lewis Gotta, Treas.
Lenni-Lenape Tribe, No. 12, 1. 0. of R. M— This
tribe of the Improved Order of Red Men was insti
tuted Jan. 18, 1858, with the following charter mem
gers,

bers : Hugh Armstrong, William S. Coleman, Alfred
Inglin, William Limeburner, Isaac R. Perkins, Rob
ert T. Willits, Charles Willits, John D. Moore, M.D.,
David D. Mitchell, Thomas B. Sherman, Joseph
Richard'
B.
Marlin, James Willits, Lewis T. Price,
Wilmot.
'The first officers were as follows: William Limeburner, S. ; I. R. Perkins, S. S. ; H. Armstrong, J. S. ;
R. Wilmot, P. ; James Willits, C. of R. ; Alfred Ing
lin, K. of W. ; R. T. Willits, 1st S. ; J. D. Moore, 2d
S. ; D. D. Mitchell, G. of W. ; William S. Coleman,
«
1st W. ; L. S. Price, 2d W.
The following officers were serving in May, 1882
Frederick E. Crawford, S. ; E. M. English", S. S.
Landrick Leeson, Jr. S. ; R. B. Prince, P. ; J. B
Cramer, C. of R. ; F. G. Woodington, K. of AV
George A. Allinson, 1st S. ; Frederick Peter, 2d S
F. L. Stiles, G. of W. ; Henry Purdy, G. of F.
Spencer T. Woodington, 1st W. ; Edward Bowen, 2d
W.; Nathan Smith, 3d W. ; Augustine Thwaites, 4th
W. ; John Post, 1st B. ; E. S. Conrow, 2d B. ; Daniel
Cobb, 3d B. ; Samuel Green, 4th B; S. T. Wooding
ton, I. B. Cramer, and T. H. Sprague, Trustees.
Helena Commandery, No. 3, K. T., was insti
tuted Jan. 27, 1860, under a charter granted by B. B.
French, Grand Master of the United States, to The
ophilus Fisk, Charles G. Milnor, and AV. AV. Good
win.
The present membership is fifty-three.
The
commandery meets on the first Tuesday of each
month in Odd-Fellows' Hall.
The officers in May,
1882, were as follows : Walter A. Burrows, E. C. ; R.
Hepworth, G. ; AV. AV. Slack, C. G. ; H. S. Haines,
P. ; E. M. English, S. W. ; S. C. Hassinger, J. AV. ;
G. AV. Fireng, Treas. ; C. T. Parker, R. C. ; F. Roth
and C. Ross Grubb, S. B. ; L. Brewin, AV. ; L. Gotta,
Sec.

Hope Lodge, No. 13, X. of P., was instituted by
Samuel Reed, Supreme Chancellor of the world, July
6, 1868, with the following charter members and first
officers : George AVells, C. C. ; Frank H. Fry, V. C. ;
Sheldon S. Davis, R. ; John R. Dubel, Treas. ; John
F. Pe^, J. G. ; Griffith AV. Lewis, G. ; Harry A. Steel,
F. S. ; Harry K. Stevenson, O. G. ; William Conrad,

V. P.

; and Lewis Gotta.
The membership of Hope Lodge in May,

1882, was
are held every
Thursday evening, over the engine-house of Hope
Steam Fire-Engine Company.
The officers at the

one hundred

and fifty.

Meetings

date mentioned were Thomas K. Prickett, C. C. ;
AVilmer Reed, V. C. ; Sheldon S. Davis, K. of R. S. ;

William D. Prickett, M. of F. ; D. AV. Powell, Treas.
and M. of E. ; AVilliam Atkinson, Jr., M. at A. ;
Harry Carter, P.
Friendship Conclave, No. 48, Improved Order
of Heptasophs.— This organization was instituted
March 10, 1882, with twenty charter members and
officers as follows : Franklin Gauntt, M. C. ; George
Rigg, A.; William A. Stineruck, Provost; William
C. Farner, P. ; Jacob Greenwald, F. S. ; Charles
T.

Burlington township and city.
Parker, Sec. ; Leander Brewin, Treas.
worth, Insp. ; Thomas K. AVallace,

;

Richard Hep
AV. ;

John L.

Vennor, C. ; Thomas Mann and Ellwood Conner,
Trustees; E. F. Rink, M.
Meetings are held
The membership is twenty-five.
at the Burlington Coffee-House, on High Street, on
the third Monday of each month.

Parker Grubb Post, No. 16, G. A. R.— This post
was instituted May 28, 1880.
The first officers elected
were James L. Estlow, Com.; John I. Shinn, Sr.

; William E. Shinn, Jr. Vice-Com. ; Shel
don S. -Davis, Adjt.; Thomas K. Prickett, Q.M.; J.
S. Adams, Sergt. ; AVilliam H. Allinson, Chap. ; John
Fisher, 0. of D. ; and Charles M. Terry, 0. of G.
The present officers are John I. Shinn, P. C. ;

Vice-Com.

F. Britton, Sr. V. C. ; Charles Terry, Jr.
C. ; Sheldon S. Davis, Adjt. ; Thomas K. Prickett,
Q.M. ; William H. Allinson, Chap. ; S. W. Abdill,

AVilliam

V.

0. of D. ; and John Stowell, 0. of G.
The membership in May, 1882, was ninety-five.
Regular meetings are held at the Knights of Pythias'
Hall, in the Hope Engine-House, every Monday
night.

Prior to the organization of this post two others
enjoyed a brief existence.
The first owed its incep
tion chiefly to the efforts of Capt. Samuel Phillips,
but lived hardly long enough to receive notice.
The
second was some time
name of "Joseph

later

organized,

under
9,"

the

W. Allen Post, No.
and offi
cered as follows : F. W. Milnor, C. ; L. C. Reeves.,
V. C. ; W. F. Miller, Jr. V. C. ; L. Brewin, Adjt. ;
AV. A. Samson, Q.M.
Building and Loan Associations. — The City of
Burlington Loan iind Building Association was or, ganized in 1868, with J. B. Roberts as president, R. J.
Dutton as treasurer, and H. Moffet as secretary. The
present officers are James O'Neil, president ; J. 0.
Glasgow, treasurer;

and

F.

C. AVoolman, secretary.

The capital of the association is $75,045.10 ; the
number of shares is 757, which are owned by 163
The first issue (1868) has matured; a
shareholders.
second issue will mature about eight years hence.
The Farmers' and Mechanics' Building and Loan
April 1, 1871. The
Association was incorporated

principal incorporators and first officers were J. H.
Nathan Haines, treasurer; and
Park, president;
Henry S. Haines, secretary. The capital of the as
sociation is $113,072.15 ; the number of shares, 856 ;
the number of shareholders, 175. The present officers
are Francis AV. Milnor, president ; Nathan Haines,
treasurer ; Henry S. Haines, secretary ; Elwood Con
ner, Alfred Inglin, Wilbur AVatts, Leander Brewin,
Hugh Armstrong, Noah E. Wright, John R. Dubel,
directors.

The Friendly Institution.— Adopting as a motto
an expressive sentiment from Cowper's beautiful ode,
" Charity," —" Shame on those hearts of stone that can
another's''
sorrows, — this
not melt in soft adoption of
philanthropic institution was founded in

1790 by some
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ladies, all of whom now '"'rest from their labors."
Free from sectarianism, its charities have been dis
pensed unostentatiously in relieving more particu
larly the necessities of humanity not within the scope

of municipal attention.
Worthy ones have been the
recipients of the free-will offerings disbursed judi
"Friendly,"
who give
ciously by the almoners of the
their time and services in the dispensing of its chari

ties. Language fails to express the inestimable bless
ings flowing from the workings of this institution.
Friendly,"
Since the incorporation of the "
in 1802,
there have been but three treasurers, viz. : AV. Allin
The present
son, Robert Thomas, and R. J. Dutton.
officers are Miss M. M. Gummere, secretary ; Miss
Sarah R. Smith, assistant secretary ; Miss E. E. Gummere, stewardess; R.
Dutton, treasurer.

J.

The House of Industry. — This benevolent institu

tion, its laudable and special object the employment
of respectable and elderly women during the winter
months, was founded by Mrs. E. Hinchman in 1860,
• and incorporated in
1862.
The number of its mem
bers is limited to thirty.

About January 1st the
doors of the house on Stacy Street, very generously
presented to the society by Mrs. Eliza P. Gurney, are
opened by the matron under instructions from the
society, and women deemed worthy are received and
furnished with sewing, etc., a good dinner being pro
vided daily for them, and twenty-five cents a day
paid to each, the ladies of the society superintending
their work.
The garments, etc., made by the women
are sold for the benefit of the house, which is sup
ported by donations.

The officers are Miss S. R. Smith, secretary ; Mrs.
E. McNeal, assistant secretary ; and Miss M. M.
Gummere, treasurer.

Military Organizations. — An early and well-re
membered military organization in Burlington was
the New Jersey Guards, organized in 1846, with J.

Jones as captain, Jose'ph Hayes as first lieutenant,
and Samuel Garwood as second lieutenant.
The com
pany consisted of about sixty men, and held its first
regular parade Independence day, 1846. Some mem

bers saw service in the war with Mexico. In 1847,
Capt. Jones was accidentally shot. He was succeeded
by Capt. AVilliam Hayes, who soon died, and the
command devolved upon First Lieut. Joseph Hays,

who is still living in Burlington. The company dis
banded about 1848 or 1849.
The Marion Rifle Corps was organized about 1855 or
1856. The captain was Hamilton McDowell ; George

C. Burling was first lieutenant, and Joseph Hays
The organization continued until
second lieutenant.
about the time of the outbreak of the late civil war,
when a goodly number of the members joined the
Union army.

The Burlington Library. — This venerable insti
tution was founded in 1758.
A well-preserved volume
bears upon its title-page the following words : " Min
utes of the Library Company of Burlington: Extract

l:
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from every flower its sweet."
In November, 1757, as
appears from the minutes, "several inhabitants of
New Jersey, thinking that a Library Company in the
fiijty, of Burlington would be of great benefit to the

rnernbers, as well as the public in general, did speak
tq the number of sixty, who formed themselves into a
company and agreed to pay ten shillings per annum

library."
in support of the
Jan. 1, 1758, John Read
ing, president of His Majesty's (King George II.)
Council, and commander-in-chief of New Jersey, was
tendered a vote of thanks by the Library Company
for endowing the same with a charter, granted by
His Majesty, and the freedom of the library was put
at his service.
As far as can be ascertained, no de
scendants of the some seventy earliest officers of the

BUliLINGTON

the one made in Burlington, Jan. 16, 1759, at a cost
of thirty dollars.
In 1767 the company occupied
Robert Smith's house, now the site of Messrs. Dan
iels'
store. From thence the company removed to

their own building on Office (now Library) Street.
The lot was presented to the company by Governor
Joseph Bloomfield, and the sum of fifty pounds was
agreed to be paid in paper money for the little build
ing, thought to be the same as the one used now as a
barn. There the company remained until its removal
in 1864 to their present building in West Union
Street.
The old building on Library Street once
narrowly escaped destruction by fire from the burn
ing of a barn on Governor Bloomfield's property, ad
jacent to the library. The first books were donated

LIBRARY HOUSE, 1780.

library are at present residing in this city, except
Mrs. J. L. Wright, Mrs. George, Miss Kinsey, Miss
S. R. Smith, Dr. Charles Ellis, and the families of
Thomas and Pearson Rodman.
The first meeting of the directors was held in No
vember, 1758, in the parlor of Thomas Rodman's

house, now No. 129 High Street.
The company
agreed to pay him five dollars a year for the use of
his best room, in which they would meet and keep
tlieir books. Here the charter was discussed and ac
cepted. The rules and by-laws were drawn up and
adopted, and with but few amendments are in force
at the present time. The officers were elected for
one year, aud the seal, which every volume in the
library now bears, is the same (except the motto) as

by the members and their friends.
The earliest gift
was that of a so-called " pistol-piece"
from Ebenezer
Large, whose name and descendants now are un
known, but worthy of honorable mention from his
noble request that the " pistol-piece" should be
sold,
and with the amount realized " a copy of the best
Bible should be purchased and placed in the
Burling
Library."
ton
Mary Lovett (a daughter of Samuel
Lovett, one of the earliest settlers, per the
ship

"Kent,"

in

donated to the library the sum of
Great care was taken in crediting
every gift, with full particulars.
Some curiosities
presented in 1799 are noted as
having been brought
" five
hundred leagues west of the Missouri River."
" comSome Chinese figures are mentioned as
being
twenty

1677)

pounds.
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China." Among some
pletely dressed in the style of
books ordered to be purchased in 1802 was a copy of
AVashington,"
the " Life of Gen. George
the first
published.
William Sorsby, a very eccentric char
acter, and of whom or his descendants nothing now
is known, bequeathed to the Library Company his
Windsor chair, his walking-stick, ornamented with
large brass-headed tacks, and his portrait, drawn by
himself.

A

donation

from Horace

Binney of two

erecting the present library
building was handsomely acknowledged.
Many years since Mr. James Hunter Sterling, a very
prominent and highly esteemed Burlingtonian, and a
hundred

dollars toward

K13

lin AVoolman, Dr. Joseph AV. Taylor, Frederick F.
Bainbridge, Dr. Franklin Gauntt, AVilliam Bishop,,
aud Amos George.
Every precaution for safety which the experience,
of similar institutions had shown to be advisable was
adopted.

Investments were permitted only on secu
rities of unexceptionable
character.
The managers
compensation
received no
for their services, and were.

strictly prohibited from borrowing the funds, or par
ticipating in any way in the profits of the business, the
whole being divided among the depositors semi-annu
ally, in May and November, reserving only a reason
able contingent fund as a guarantee against loss.

director of the Library Company twenty-three years,
bequeathed five thousand dollars to the Library Com
pany for the purchase of books. This noble bequest
was left with the stipulation expressed in his will that
the company should erect, within three years of his

The need of such an enterprise was at once recog
nized, and the confidence of the community in its
management manifested by the deposits, which began
to flow in gradually at first, but steadily increasing to
the present time. The expenses of the institution

decease, a building (dimensions being stated), aud in
an eligible location for their purposes.
The one the
company now occupy was erected by subscriptions

have been very small, the only persons receiving any
salary being the president and treasurer.
Ira B. Underhill was the first president. At his

from the citizens in 1864, and is in conformity with
the proviso of the testator.
The library-room is ad
arranged
and
mirably
very attractive, but unfortu

decease, in 1858, William Bishop was elected to the
Robert
position, which he still continues to occupy.
Thomas was the original treasurer and secretary, and
fulfilled the responsible duties of the office with great

nately now grown too small, new works being con
stantly added, and its crowded shelves already hold
over ten thousand volumes, very many of which are
of rare value and. of great age. Among the ' oldest
books is a Latin work, published in 1529, and a " vulgate"
Sacra,"
edition of the "Biblia
1706, besides
many very valuable pamphlets and papers of an early

Among a number of portraits gracing
walls are those of His Majesty George II., who granted
its charter; Governor Joseph Bloomfield, a very dis
tinguished public and private citizen ; Samuel R.
Wetherell, president of the company thirty -six years ;
issue.

prudence and fidelity until his death in 1879, for some
He was succeeded
time without any compensation.
by the present treasurer and secretary, Richard F.

Mott.

In 1876 the institution purchased a lot of ground
on High Street, at the corner of Smith's Alley, and
in 1880 erected a neat and substantial three-story
building of brick, with stone trimmings, containing
a handsome office for its business, as well as a dwell
ing, store, and several large rooms for other purposes,
forming at once a prominent ornament to the city
and a source of revenue to the association.
At this time (1882) the deposits amount to over

J. Allinson, the once eminent Dr. N. W. Cole,
another president, Thomas Milnor* and William R.
Allen, for twenty-nine years a director of the library,

two

and twenty-five years mayor of the city.

United States, city, and township

William

has justly said, " Among the founders of
Burlington
the
Library were men whose names the
people of Burlington will not willingly suffer to die,

A writer

and among its officers in successive generations were
illustrious and good men whose names and fame are
history."
identified with
The present officers are
Richard F. Mott, president ; Samuel W. Taylor, sec
retary : William R. Burr, treasurer ; Mrs. E.
and Miss Lavinia Wright, librarians.

J. Thomas

The Burlington Savings Institution— In

1857 a

few thoughtful and far-seeing gentlemen of Burling
ton conceived the idea of endeavoring to aid the work
ing-people of the city in saving their surplus earnings,

and keeping them where they could accumulate in
stead of being wasted in extravagance or dissipation.
Acting promptly upon the thought they procured a
charter from the Legislature, and organized under the

The original incorporators were Ira B.
above title.
Underhill, Aaron Hutchins, Samuel W. Taylor, Frank

hundred

thousand

dollars,

largely in
bonds, and first

invested

mortgages on real estates worth at least double the
sum loaned.
The managers have always been among the most
substantial and capable business men of the city. The
present board is constituted as follows :
President, William Bishop; Vice-President, Frank
lin Woolman.
Managers, John Mitchell, Charles S. Gauntt, Noah
E. AVright, Dr. J. Howard Pugh, Rowland J. Dutton,
Francis W. Milnor, and Charles S. Taylor.
Treasurer and Secretary, Richard F. Mott.
The Burlington Bank was chartered in the year
1855.

The first regular meeting of the stockholders was
held at the City Hotel (now Belden House), May 3,

committee was appointed, to examine' and
obtain the prices of the different locations offered for
a site for a banking-house, and to obtain plans for said
1855.

A

building.
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At a meeting of the directors held May 24th, the
committee on location for a building reported in
favor of a lot offered by Samuel W. Taylor, at the

corner of High and Union Streets, which was pur
chased for the sum of two thousand dollars.
The notes of the bank were printed by Draper,
AVelsh & Co., of Philadelphia, at a cost of one thou
sand dollars.

The first officers of the institution were the follow
ing: President, George AV. South ; Cashier, George
Gaskill ; Teller, John Rodgers.
Robert B. Aertsen was elected Jan. 22, 1856, to
succeed George Gaskill as cashier, resigning Sept.

" Whereas, at this meeting we officially close the business of the
this'
Burlington Bank, and upon the payment of the dividend of surplus
day declared the duties of the officerswill cease;
" Resolved, That while we regret our separation,the thanks of the
Board are hereby tenderedto Joseph Askew, Esq., our president,for the
faithful and impartial dischargeof the onerousdutiesdevolvedupon him
in his official capacity.
" Resolved,That the thanks of the president, directors, and stockhold
ers are due to Nathan Haines for his faithfulness and ability as teller,
and his able administration of the afTairsof the bank during his cashiersliip.
" Resolved,That we cheerfully bear our testimony to the uniform
courtesy and affability exhibited by Mr. Haines iu the discharge of his
official duties, and the deepinterest he has always Bhownin the success
of the bank, and we now assnre him of our continued confidencein his
integrity."
ability and

He was followed by John Rodgers, who continued
in office until Feb. 28, 1865, when he resigned to
accept the position of secretary of the Morris Canal
and Banking Company, office at Jersey City. His
faithfulness to the interests of the bank was certified
to, by a series of complimentary resolutions, which

Mechanics' National Bank.— The Mechanics'
The
Bank of Burlington was organized under an act of the
Legislature passed March 5, 1 839. The com missioners
were William R. Allen, George Gaskill, Thomas
Milnor, John Roberts, and Isaac Marter. The capi
tal stock was $50,000, divided into two thousand
shares, which were subscribed for by two hundred

were engrossed and forwarded to him.

and sixty-two

19, 1856.

Samuel Scho-

field was elected to succeed him.
Owing to the decision of the Secretary of the
Treasury not to consent to banks having so small
a capital as fifty thousand dollars organizing
as

national banks, and the State taxes and other ex
penses increasing, it was resolved to go into liquida
tion.
On May 21, 1865, at a meeting of the directors, it
was resolved to call a meeting of the stockholders to
consider and decide upon sale of entire stock of the
bank to parties ready to purchase, it being consid
ered by the directors to be better for the stockholders
than going into liquidation.
The stockholders' meeting as called by the directors

April

One thousand four hundred
and fifty-six shares were represented in person or by
proxy.
Resolutions were passed offering the stock of
the bank to a party who had applied for it at thirty
was held

3, 1865.

dollars per share, on condition of his accepting in
ten days from date, otherwise the board of directors
are ordered to proceed into immediate liquidation.

At a meeting of the board, April 14th, information
being given that the person to whom the offer of the
stock was made had virtually declined to accept the
terms, they decided to go into immediate liquidation.
The board at their meeting on the 18th of April
passed the following resolution, viz. :
" Resolved,That out of respectto the memoryof our honored and la
mented chief magistrate, Abraham Lincoln, who fell by an assassin's
hand on the evening of tho 14th inst., this bank shall bo closedto-mor
place."
row, the 10th inst, on which day the funeral will take

On Sept. 1, 1865, the banking-house was sold to S.
W. Taylor at public sale.
On May 11, 1867, the final meeting of the directors
was held.

After attending to the duties incident to closing the
affairs of the bank, the following preamble and resolu
tions were offered and approved, viz. :

stockholders.

The first board of directors, elected April 26, 1839,
was composed as follows: William R. Allen, Samuel
R. Gummere, John Hulme, Thomas Dutton, James
Sterling, Caleb R. Smith, Thomas Milnor, John C.
Deacon, Aaron AVills, Peter H. Ellis, George D. Smith,
Charles Ellis, M.D., George Gaskill.
The first officers were elected April 29, 1839 : Wil
liam R. Allen, president;
Archibald W. Burns,
cashier; Joseph W. Griffith, clerk. The bank opened
for business July 9th following. Nov. 24, 1863, John C.

His successor, at pres
ent in service, was John Howard Pugh, M.D., who was
elected Jan. 15, 1869.
June 17, 1845, George Gaskill
Deacon was elected president.

was elected cashier to succeed the first incumbent of
that office, and was suceeeded by James Sterling, who
was elected June 14, 1850. Nathan Haines, the present

Joseph W. Grif
cashier, was elected Jan. 15, 1869.
fith was succeeded as clerk by George Gaskill, who
was elected Dec. 26, 1840.
The third clerk was James
Sterling.
He was succeeded by Noah E. AVright, who
was elected June 21, 1850, and he by Charles G.

Milner, elected Oct. 12, 1852.
May 16, 1865, by authority of the stockholders, the
bank was reorganized as a national
name of the Mechanics' National

bank, under the

Bank of Burlington,
and the capital was increased to $100,000, by taking
$50,000 from the surplus, and making the par value of
the stock $50, instead of $25.
In January, 1869, the
management was materially changed, the board of
directors being reduced to seven in number, and the
following-named

gentlemen were elected as such :

J.

Howard Pugh, M.D., Samuel Rogers, William Gar
wood, Franklin AVoolman, John J. AVoolman, John
Mitchell, and William Bishop.
F. P. F. Randolph
was chosen teller, and Charles M. Harker book-keeper.
Since that date the only changes in the officers and
employes of the bank have been a change in book
keepers and three successions to the directorship,
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casioned by two deaths and one resignation.
The
officers and office employes in 1882 were J. Howard
Pugh, M.D., president ; Nathan Haines, cashier ; F. P.

F. Randolph,

book-keeper;
Frank Murdock, messen
The directors were J. Howard Pugh, M.D., Wil
liam Bishop, Franklin AVoolman, William Garwood,
Richard F. Mott, Ezra Budd Marter, Charles S.
Gauntt.
The stockholders numbered eighty-four.
Losses sustained by the bank in 1868, brought its
capital at the close of that year to about par. Through

ger.

financial revulsions to which the
country has been subjected since the bank's organi
zation, its credit has always stood high, and it has
done a safe and profitable business.
For the last two
years its line of deposits lias much increased, averag
ing from $200,000 to $250,000.
The surplus fund is
$25,000.
The stock, when in the market, brings thirty
out the various

per cent, and upward more than par, but it is rarely
offered for sale.
In the matter of exchanges and interest charges, it
has not been the policy of the management to pursue an
exacting course with the bank's customers, but rather
to seek its prosperity in the prosperity of the business
community.
Nathan Haines, cashier of the Mechanics' Na
tional Bank of Burlington, N.

J., was

born at AVoods-

His early education
town, Salem Co., Dec. 31, 1833.
was obtained in the schools of his native place, and
at the Chesterfield Academy, then conducted by the
eminent teacher, Henry Ridgeway.

For five winter terms he was a teacher. On Aug.
8, 1860, he came to Burlington, and for three years
was a clerk in the drug-store of William Allinson.
In the spring of 1863 he was chosen teller, and after
wards cashier, of the Burlington Bank, and retained
the latter position until the business of that institu
tion was closed, on Sept. 1, 1865, in the mean time re
his
maining with Mr. Allinson and superintending
For two years following he acted as
drug business.
secretary and treasurer of the Philadelphia and Bos-.
ton Oil Companies, in their office in the former city,
when, in January, 1869, he was elected cashier of the
Mechanics' National Bank in Burlington, which posi
tion he has held since, and honorably discharged its
He has been identified with the interests of
duties.
the city locally as its treasurer for two years, treasurer
of the school fund for seven years, and member of the
Common Council for four years, three years of which
time he was its president, and acted in that capacity
when the city water-works were put in. He has also
Farmers' and
been treasurer and director of the
Mechanics' Building and Loan Association since its
organization in 1871.
Mr. Haines married, March
daughter
of William Garwood, a
W.,
Sallie
19, 1868,
prominent shoe manufacturer of Burlington.
The Haines family is of English origin, and Rich
ard Haines with several brothers came to America
during the latter part of the seventeenth century.
His son Abram had a son Benjamin, who was born
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March 8, 1725, was twice married, and had children,
— Abram, John, Mary, AVilliam, Job, and Benjamin,
of whom Benjamin was grandfather of our subject,
He was
born in 1765, and died in December, 1821.
a member of the Society of Friends, a farmer, and
resided in Medford township, where he reared chil
dren, — Empson, born in 1796 ; Benjamin, 1797 ; Na
than, 1799 ; Rachel, 1801; Elizabeth, 1803 ; Abram,
1805; Mary, 1807; Clayton, 1809; Rebecca, 1811;
William, 1813; and Samuel, 1816. Of these, Emp
son, the father of Nathan Haines, was born in Med
ford, Feb. 23, 1796, and spent his boyhood on the
farm.
He was apprenticed to learn the carpenter's
trade, which he learned and followed for many years.
Soon after his marriage he settled in Salem County,
N. J., where he became the leading contractor and
builder of the county. In 1840, relinquishing this
business, he carried on farming in that county, and
was known as a representative agriculturist until
'
1854, when he purchased a farm in Burlington
County between Florence and Columbus, upon which
he resided until 1866, and sold it to Joseph AV. TailRemoving to Mount
man, who owns it in 1882.
Holly, Mr. Haines lived in comparative retirement

until his decease, which occurred suddenly while on
a visit to Norristown, Pa., Sept. 27, 187.8.
He was an active man, possessed of strong charac
teristics, an old-line Whig, and became a member of
He ad
the Republican party upon its organization.

hered to the religion of his ancestors (Quaker), and
was known as an honest, liberal, and upright citizen.
His wife, Rachel, daughter of Joseph Buzby, of Ran

in 1882, and was born March 11, 1801.
Their children are Emeline, wife of Allen Garwood,
of Eddington, Pa. ; Benjamin, served his time in the
dry -goods house of Sharp, Lindsley & Haines, Phila
delphia, and died at home in 1841 ; Empson Kirby,
a farmer near Norristown, Pa. ; Charlotte C, died at
the age of fourteen years; Nathan, subject of this
sketch ; Mary, wife of Barclay Jones, of Fellowship,
Burlington County ; Amos W., a farmer of Media,
Pa. ; Joseph Henry, of Norristown, Pa., a farmer ;
manufacturers'
goods, of
Clayton, a dealer in shoe
Philadelphia.
The Burlington Fire Department. —Under date
of March 8, 1742, the following entry appears in the
cocas, survives

township

records:

" It's also agreedat this Town meetingthat Samuel Scattergoodbe ap*
pointed and orderedto provide a couple of goodsubstantial Ladderssuch
to be forty foot long for the useof the City iu caseof fire and that one
he lodged in the upper market stalls & the other in the lower market
stalls and that the said Ladders be under the Care of the sd Samuel
Hunt and that the sd Scattergoodbring in his ncco1of sd Ladders when
Mayr Record' or any of the Aldermen of said
made & fiuished to the
City."

Early in the history of Burlington's improvements
primitive bucket companies were formed, which were
succeeded, as the records of the city show, by com

panies with small hand-engines, known as the " AVashFulton,"
ington,"
" City." The surand the
the "
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viving members of these companies were prominent
in effecting the first permanent organization in 1795,
when the Endeavor Company was formed with the
following members :
Samuel Rogers, Thomas Smith, John Haskins, Jr.,
William Allinson, Daniel Smith, Jr., Abel Pitman,
Robert Smith, Jr., Amos Hutchins, AVilliam Griffith,
Samuel Totten, John Griscom, David C. Cowpland,
Elijah Condon, William Smith, Matthew Rockhill,
H. W. Atkinson, John Craft, Henry Burr, Jr., Joseph
Mcllvaine, Joseph Smith, Jr., Thomas Hancock,
William Ridgway, Caleb Engle, Caleb Castill, Joseph
Burr, Robert Cox, Caleb Gaskill, Josiah Castill,
Uriah Castill, J. M. Burrows, William Cosume.
Each
The company first met in the school-house.
member was required to pay a fee of one dollar when
he joined, and to provide himself with a leather
bucket, on which his name was painted, and which
In 1796,
he kept at his house ready for instant use.
Thomas Smith and others were appointed a com
mittee to purchase ladders for the use of the company,
purchased,"
and in 1797 reported that "pales had been
and the ladders would soon be in readiness.
In January, 1797, a committee was appointed to
take up a subscription to -raise funds to purchase an
engine.
Its members were Robert Smith, Jr., Daniel

Smith, Jr., and AVilliam Allinson. Robert Smith, Jr.,
and John Griscom were appointed to contract with
Samuel Briggs, fire-engine maker, of Philadelphia,
for " one of his third-rate engines, price £150." March
12, 1798, an engine was bought and housed, and was
" The Endeavor Fire Engine."
soon lettered,
Jan. 8, 1798, the first regular engine-house was

built in front of the Friends' meeting-house on
High Street, a verbal contract having been made
between the Endeavor Fire Company and the Friends'
Meeting that it should be removed whenever such a
measure should be thought desirable by the Friends.
The old engine-house on Broad, near Wood Street,
was built in 1857, on a lot granted by the Friends
upon condition that the building should be removed
upon three months' notice. The present brick enginehouse of this company in the market-house on Union
Street was built about thirty years ago.
The Endeavor's Ribcock chemical engine was pur
chased in Philadelphia, March 9, 1874, at a cost of
The old hose-carriage, purchased with the
The
first engine, was sold in 1846 for four dollars.
hose-carriage now in use was purchased of George
$2500.

Ruhle, of Philadelphia, for $148, and is provided
with two hundred and fifty feet of small and five
hundred feet of large hose.
This company is known as Endeavor, No. 1, and
has a membership of forty-five and the following offi
cers (May, 1882): William M. Jeffries, president;
Henry H. Kelly,
David Griscom, vice-president;
secretary; William R. Bishop, treasurer; William
H. King, foreman.
In 1849 there were four members of the old Wash

ington

Engine Company who favored

a continuance

of the organization, and exerted their influence to
keep it up. These were Edward Connor, Franklin
Charles
Gauntt, Joseph Butcher, and E. G. Wright.

C. Myers, Anthony Smith, Charles L. Shepherd,
James Marter, John P. Fireng, William S. Howe,
and AVilliam C. Fenimore, seven young men of Bur

April
lington, attached themselves to the company
12th of that year, and the organization took the name
of the Washington Engine and Hope Hose Company.
The company had in its house, at the corner of York
"city" engine
built by
and Union Streets, the old
Pat Lyons, of Philadelphia, and, it is claimed, the
first ever purchased by the city of Burlington, and
an old hose-carriage, previously the property of the
Hope Hose Company, of Philadelphia, the first
"spring" carriage
built in that city. Soon the lot
on which the engine-house stood was sold, and un
able to get another, the company disbanded and gave
Aug. 12, 1850, it was re
up its property to the city.
organized as the Hope Hose Company.
In June,
1869, it consolidated with the Fulton Engine Com
pany and was reorganized as the Hope Fire Com
pany. That year the present engine-house
was

erected on High Street. It is a brick structure,
sixty by twenty-one feet, three stories high, and cost
"Amoskeag"
steamer now in use
In 1871 the
$6500.
was purchased of the Hope Hose and Steam Fire-

Engine Company of Philadelphia, and in 1872, by
an act of the Legislature of New Jersey, the name of
the company was changed to The Hope Steam FireEngine Company.
It has (May, 1882) a membership
of ninety, and is officered as follows: E. Allen Horn,
Sheldon
president; James Burkmire, vice-president;
S. Davis, secretary ; G. W. Fireng, treasurer ; Law
rence Tucker, foreman ; James W. Horn, engineer.
The Mitchell Steam Fire-Engine Company, named
in honor of John Mitchell, of Burlington, was organ
ized July 17, 1874, with the following nembers, ten
in number: David Van Slyke, president; Luther M.
Abdell, vice-president ; Joseph F. Mount, secretary ;
Thomas Stokeley, treasurer ; William R. Schuyler,
William Rambo, C. R. Prickett, Robert Sampson,
Robert McConnell, William A.Nixon, foreman. The
engine-house of this company, at the corner of Fed
eral and Lawrence Streets, a two-story brick building,
was erected in 1875 at a cost of about $5000.
The
engine, a La France steamer, was bought of the La
France Manufacturing Company, of Elmira, N. Y.,
and cost $3500. It is provided with five hundred feet
of rubber and leather hose. The company has (May,
1882) a membership of sixty, and its officers are as
follows: John S. Parker, president ; Thomas Baker,
Sr., vice-president;
William M. Abdell, secretary;
William Randall, treasurer ; William H. Rambo, fore
man ; H. Phillips, engineer.
The Young America Fire Company was formed
Aug. 4, 1869, by the consolidation of the
Young
America Hook-and-Ladder Company, organized Sept.
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Engine Company.
26, 1857, and the old Franklin
The first officers of the Young America Hook-andLadder Company were Hamilton McDowell, presi
dent; George C. Burling, secretary ; Joseph Butcher,
treasurer.
The first officers of the Young America
Fire Company were George C. Burling, president;
E. F. Perkins, vice-president; William S. Coleman,
treasurer; W. H. Antrum, secretary.
The hose car
riage was bought in 1871 of the Fairmount Fire Com
pany of Philadelphia, at a cost of about $600; the
hook-and-ladder truck Sept. 28, 1872, of C. Shantz, of
Philadelphia, for $1250. The engine-house of this
company is a two-story brick building, No. 28 Broad
Street. It was built in 1870, and with the other prop
erty of the company is valued at $6000.
The officers
of the company, which has a membership of eightyone, are Samuel AV. Stockton, president; William E.
Prickett, vice-president; Albert H. Silpath, treas
urer; Frank B. Stockton, secretary; Decatur Abdell,
foreman ; Frank G. Holloway, assistant foreman.
The Burlington Fire Department, as it is now con
stituted, was organized January, 1877.
The first and
only chief to date is AV. M. Jeffries, who has been re
elected since that time, having won the confidence
and esteem of the firemen and the citizens generally.
Besides the chief, the present (1882) board of engineers
consists of Lewis Vanschuyver, first assistant ; John

K. Vansciver, second assistant; and Frank B. Howell,
third assistant. The estimated value of the real estate
apparatus'
and
of the department is thirty thousand
dollars.
The force consists, besides the board of
engineers, of two hundred and forty-five men, includ
ing officers of the companies. The companies are
composed of good, reliable men, many of whom have
seen years of service.
The oldest fireman in the city
is Franklin A\roodman, who has been in active service
thirty-five years.
The apparatus consists of two
fire-engines, one chemical engine, one hookand-ladder
truck, and four hand hose carriages.
There are two thousand six hundred and eighty feet
of hose in the service. The engine-houses are all in
steam

good condition.
The city is well supplied with facili
ties for the extinguishment of fires, the fire hydrants
numbering eighty-eight, and the Delaware, Assiscunck
Creek, and other water flowing nearly around the
In addition to the
more thickly settled portions.
pumping capacity of the engine at the water-works of

nine hundred gallons

a minute, the volume

of water

elevated to the resorvoir can be forced by an ingeni
ous and simple arrangement direct into the street
mains and a stream thrown from the hydrants over
one hundred feet in height.

The Firemen's Relief Association of Burlington,
participating in the benefits of the Firemen's Relief
Fund of New Jersey, was originated May 16, 1879,
with W. M. Jeffries as president, William A. Stineruck as vice-president, George A. Allinson as secre
John S.
tary, and Franklin AVoolman as treasurer.
Parker has succeeded AVilliam A. Stineruck as vice-

president, otherwise
'
the same.

the official
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list remains

(1882)

The Burlington Water-Works.— Early in the
century it became apparent that the high
lands immediately south of the city of Burlington
possessed springs of water of unusual abundance, and
at such an elevation as to make it possible to conduct
a supply thereof to the city sufficient for the ordinary
domestic needs of its people. Oct. 31, 1804, AVilliam
present

Coxe, Thompson Neale, Abraham Stockton, and John
Hoskins, Jr., obtained from the State Legislature a
charter authorizing them to take measures to effect
the purpose mentioned, under the name of the Bur

It is believed that an
to the undertaking just at that
time was found in the fact that the city of Philadel
phia, then grown greatly in population, was about to
substitute new iron pipes in Market Street for the
wooden logs, which for nearly seventy years had con

lington Aqueduct
additional

Company.

incentive

ducted water from the works at Centre Square, and
offered for sale these logs, which seemed just adapted
to the purpose, designed by Burlington's pioneers.
They were accordingly purchased and laid from the
reservoir at the springs (on the lands of John Rogers
and George G. Wetherill) to the city, and through
High and East Broad Streets. The supply obtained
was insufficient for anything beyond the merest do
mestic service, and such a measure as fire protection
therefore would be entirely out of the question, but
nevertheless a few fire-hydrants of a rude pattern
were placed on these lines.
Baths were a luxury few could enjoy.

Those even

who had means to pay and leisure to wait for a flow
into bath-tubs, must be sufficiently lowly-minded
to
content themselves with bathing in the lower stories
of their houses, while some found it expedient to use

their basements for that purpose.
The rules of the Aqueduct Company were neces
sarily rigid regarding the use and waste of water

;

and so exclusive were the privileges given, and so
stringent their regulations, that great care was re
quired to avoid a violation of them, and once a
prominent citizen, an inn-keeper, was fined five dol

lars for giving drink to a horse from a pail.
In 1843, Thomas Dugdale, then a very enterprising
citizen of Burlington, having built a large number of
houses, chiefly in the easterly portion
where he had his residence, desiring to
supply of water to his own home and
small iron pipes along such streets as he

of the town
increase the

others, laid
was improv
ing and connected them with a pump on the present
site of the water-works, which was worked by the
steam-engine of his grist- and saw-mills on the site

of the terra-cotta works of Henry Apple.
This
action of Mr. Dugdale met with the disapproval and
remonstrance of the Aqueduct Company, who stated
their objections so strongly and publicly that the
people, who felt glad to see a prospect of a greater
abundance of water, petitioned the Common Council
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to allow him to lay pipe through other streets for
general supply.
This permission was granted, one
of the conditions being that the city should have the
use of twenty-five fire hydrants supplied without cost
to the city from the pipes thus laid.
In the winter of 1844 the mill referred to, by which
the water had been forced into the mains, was burned,
and early in 1845 the easternmost portion of the high

building containing the tanks was constructed, and
in it were placed the seven iron reservoirs still in use
by the city.

In

1848, the demand for water having increased
greatly, and the proceeds from the works having be
come remunerative, Mr. Dugdale made overtures to

the Aqueduct

Company for the purchase of all their
property and franchises, and succeeded in making
such terms as led to his sole proprietorship
of the
which in 1860 became the property of the
Burlington Water Company, by
newly-organized
same,

whom the works were controlled until the recent pur
It was in 1848 that the western
chase by the city.

portion of the reservoir building was erected and the
large main reservoir placed therein, a larger engine
being obtained to raise the water thereto.
As the growth of the city demanded

a greater

supply of water, the inadequacy of that furnished by
the old system became more and more apparent and
embarrassing.
Complaints became common against
the company, until, after a succession of losses by fire,
due mainly to the want of water with which to extin
guish them, culminating in the disastrous conflagra

tion of Dec. 10, 1876, the spirit of the citizens became
sufficiently aroused to take such action as led them,
after several public meetings, to adopt the provisions

of the act which the Legislature had passed, enabling
cities to obtain a supply of pure and wholesome water.
Several plans for the accomplishment of this end
were devised, but it was finally thought expedient to
purchase from the Burlington Water Company all
their property and rights, and to improve and extend
their works in such a manner as to meet the wants of
This was accordingly done, and March 22,
the town.
1877, a deed was executed and delivered to the city
treasurer, granting all the possessions held by said
company under their charter, inclusive of the rights

and leases in the lands furnishing the spring water
from the hills, for the sum of $25,000, the issue of
bonds to the amount of $65,000 having been previ
ously authorized for these purposes by a popular vote.

At the meeting of Common Council next succeed
ing this purchase an ordinance was passed creating
a board of water commissioners to manage and con
trol the works, and defining their duties and powers.
Alexander Martin, James O'Neil, Henry S. Haines,
Richard F. Mott, and Caleb G. Ridgway were ap
pointed.

During the first year of the pub'ic administration
it became apparent that steps must be taken at once
for obtaining a greater flow of water through the

public

and after delays and difficulties it was
to lay new mains through most of the
streets, and to purchase a new engine and pump,
which was done, and the new engine began its regular
The completion
duty on the 2d day of March, 1878.
maiDS,

determined

of the new building and the new machinery made
possible the demolition of the unsightly structure
formerly containing the old boiler, and enabled the
commissioners to erect a neat little building about
the stack, and to improve that part of the grounds

formerly covered by the old building. Notwithstand
ing this improvement in the appearance of the prop
erty, its narrowness on the front next to Pearl Street,

and the obliquity of the west line, adjoining the
African Methodist Episcopal Church, lessened its
beauty and utility to such an extent that it was
thought proper to recommend to Council the pur
chase of a strip of ground from the church. This was
done at a cost of three hundred and twenty- five dol
lars, after which a neat iron fence was built along the
Substantial and sightly fences of wood
entire front.
were built on either side, the lawn was laid in grass,
the front was paved, and young shade-trees were
planted in front and on the side next to the river.
On the river front, the proximity of the cemetery be

longing to the church mentioned, and the dilapida
tion of its inclosures, led the commissioners to erect
a substantial stone wall around the north and east
sides thereof, and a dock owned by Mr. Joseph Vandegrift in immediate contact with the wharf property
belonging to the works was purchased, at a cost of
four hundred dollars, and measures were taken to
strengthen the reservoir building.
The present works consist of one Worthington
compound duplex engine of five hundred thousand
gallons capacity, and one eight horse-power high-pres
sure engine and pump capable of raising two hundred
thousand gallons in twenty-four hours, both supplied
with steam from a tubular boiler of forty horse-power.
The storage capacity is about eighty thousand gallons,
and

consists of iron reservoirs contained in brick
and resting on foundations of substantial
These, when in service, provide a head of

buildings,
masonry.

water averaging fifty feet.
The efficiency of the works for fire purposes has
been greatly increased by the introduction of Birkenbine's patent fire protector, by means of which water
can be thrown directly into the mains at a higher
pressure than that due to the height of the reservoirs.

The whole cost of the works to the date of the fourth
annual report of the board of water commissioners,
March 1, 1881, was $64,600.66.
The Burlington City Gaslight Company.— The
Burlington City Gaslight Company was founded in
1852, chiefly through the instrumentality
of Franklin
Woolman, and manufactures gas of the best quality
for about one hundred and fifty street lamps, and for

business and domestic use.
The capital of the company is fifty thousand

dol-
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lars, the number of stockholders is thirty, and the
par value of the stock is twenty-five dollars per share.
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and schooners, and was afterwards sold at public sale

in Philadelphia.

The officers are (1882) Richard F. Mott, president;
Franklin Woolman, secretary and treasurer; Edward
Morris, superintendent.
Manufacturing and Industrial History. — A pot
"
tery, the property of Daniel Coxe, which, with all
tools"
the
and a dwelling, was sold in 1691, was one
of the earliest manufacturing interests at Burlington

In 1796 a boat with side-wheels was built in Bur
lington, which plied for a year between Burlington
In later years, among others,
and Philadelphia.
Elias Streker and Daniel Vansciver were largely
engaged in boat-building.
Streker's ship-yard was

of which any record has been handed down to the
present generation. A nail-factory, the property of one
Littell (an ancestor, it is said, of the senior metnber of
the firm Littell & Gay, publishers of Littell' s Living
Age, and the founder of that famous periodical), was
established in 1690.
Other enterprises followed.
In
" large timber
1698 the town was mentioned as having

Creek.

" malt-houses," " cloth-workers, who make
fine
very
serges, druggets, crapes, camblets [part silk
or worsted and part camel's hair], and good plushes
yards,"

linen,"

and several other woollen cloathes, besides
tradesmen,"
and " most sorts of
whose wages were
" uporr the same foot with the Pennsylvanians." 1

Ship- and Boat-Building. — The width, depth, and
bed of the Delaware River fronting Burlington being
remarkably favorable for the building and launching
of vessels of various tonnage, this industry dates from
a very early period. Writing of Burlington in 1698,
"
Gabriel Thomas said, Several fine ships and vessels
(besides Governor
built there."

Coxe's own great ship) have been

In November, 1744, the privateer-ship "Marl
borough"
was launched at Burlington. This vessel
no
doubt, built at an old ship-yard which for
was,
many years was kept up in front of Mrs. Shippen's
twenty'
On its site more than
residence on the bank.
feet of water now stand at high tide. At the time the
"Marlborough"
was launched, George II. was at war

with both France and Spain, and the ocean was the
"Marlborough"
great theatre of conflict.
The
was
taken to Philadelphia, probably as soon as launched,
and there fitted for sea with great expedition, as
would appear from the fact that the following adver
tisement was published little more than a month after
the launch :
"Now fitting out for a cruising voyageagainst His Majesly's Enemies,
Marlborough,"
Chris
and will sail with the utmostExpedition, the ship '
topher Clymer, commander,burden 230Tons, to carry 18 carriage- and
24 swivel-guns, with 150 men. All gentlemen sailors, and others, in
clined to enter on board said ship, may repair to the commander afore
said, or to the Pewter Platter in Front Street, where the articles are to
be seenand signed by those who have a mind to go the cruise."

About the middle of February, 1745, with the full
complement of one hundred and fifty men, the "Marl
borough"
cleared from Philadelphia for a cruise. This
vessel was owned by a stock company, the total num
Who the share
ber of shares having been thirty-two.

it would probably be impossible to as
Marlborough" captured
several sloops
The "

holders were
certain.

1 Gabriel Thomas.

on the site of the Bishop's

wharf, Vansciver's near
the junction of the Delaware River and Assiseunk

In 1832, Abner Durell established a ship-yard in
Emlen,"
a sloop
Burlington, and built the "Samuel
of sixty tons burden, for Caleb Smith, Charles Van
sciver, James Eyre, and Isaac Marter. Mr. Durell
has since built many smaller craft, such as yachts
and skiffs. James W. Fenimore, once an employe
of Mr. Durell's, began business on his own account,
and both he and Mr. Durell enjoy an extended and
"crack"
enviable reputation as boat-builders, their
sailers and light-oared boats having won many a
broad pennant and cup, and being in constant de
mand during the boating, bathing, and fishing sea
son.

The Manufacture of Shoes. — For

nearly forty
of shoes has been one of the
A former heavy
leading industries of Burlington.
ladies' boots and shoes of a
trade at the South in
years the manufacture

superior

quality has been superseded by
facture of ladies', misses', and children's
high reputation of which has secured for
a large and increasing trade in all parts of
as well as

the manu
shoes, the
the makers

the Union,
in Cuba, Mexico, and other foreign mar

kets.

The pioneers in shoe manufacture were George P.
Mitchell, David Mitchell, William Garwood, Aaron
Hutchins, and Noah E., Benjamin, and Joseph Lip
pincott.
The business was begun about 1828 by
George P. Mitchell and the Lippincotts. The former
until 1835, the latter for some
was manufacturing
years afterward.

In 1833, David Mitchell began manufacturing
women's and misses' shoes on Delaware Avenue, re
moving later to the corner of High and Pearl Streets,
where he continued business until a few years ago.
Aaron Hutchins opened

a factory on Pearl Street,
women's and misses' shoes, which
he sold principally in Philadelphia until 1840, and
from that time on until the outbreak of the Rebellion

in

1833,

making

in the South and West.
In 1845 his son, Henry
Hutchins, became his partner, and the firm was styled
A. Hutchins & Son until 1861, since when Mr.
Hutchins has been sole proprietor, and is now the
oldest shoe manufacturer in Burlington who is in the
business at this date. William Garwood is living,
In 1839, Mr. Hutchins removed his
but has retired.
In 1847 a factory
factory from Pearl Street to High.
was built at the corner of Pearl and Stacy Streets.
There it remained until 1865, when it was removed to
its present location on Penn Street. Previous to the
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late war, when a large Southern trade was to be supplied
and little or no machinery was used in shoe manu
facture, seventy-five men and about the same number

of women were employed. Since the war children's
and a few women's shoes have been made, the trade
AVilliam
being in the Middle States and elsewhere.
misses'
Garwood began manufacturing women's and
shoes on Delaware Avenue, and did an extensive
business until the war cut off the Southern trade.
Thomas Stokely was at one time a prominent shoe
manufacturer.
manufacturers

Since the time when the early shoe
to began business in

above referred

Burlington, there have

been numerous manufacturers

on a scale large or small who have competed with and
succeeded each other so rapidly that their names are
in many cases forgotten. Few of these, however,
opened factories until after the war. Since that time
the development of the business has been rapid and
extensive.
The enterprise of G. W. Lewis & Co., manufactu
rers of women's, misses', and children's shoes, was
founded in 1874 by G. AV. Lewis, who began business

in a small way on Broad Street above York. He
suddenly removed to Delaware Avenue, and seven
years later to the corner of York and Barclay Streets.
Steam-power was introduced in 1878, and in the fall
of

1881 the business was removed to its present quar
ters on Library Street ; eighty hands are employed.
In 1870, James Harris began the manufacture of

women's hand-made shoes at the corner of York and
Barclay Streets. Later he introduced the manufac
ture of children's shoes. In 1878 he removed his

establishment to the corner of Broad and St. Mary's
Streets, where it has since been located. About twelve
hundred or fifteen hundred pairs of women's and chil
dren's shoes are turned out weekly, and many turned
shoes and slippers are made. It is believed more
" white work" is made at this factory than at any
other in the Union. In 1872 Mr. Harris set up a
Goodyear machine for putting on the soles of sewed
shoes (the only one running a crooked needle), and
now holds the oldest lease for the use of this machine
in existence. It had been tried by some of the lead

ing manufacturers of Philadelphia, New York, and
New England without satisfactory results, and it re
mained for Mr. Harris and other manufacturers of
Burlington to attest its practical value. Mr. Harris
employs about thirty hands, and does a steadily in
creasing business.

In January,

1875, Kimble &Co. established a shoeSix months later it passed
in
Market
Place.
factory
into the ownership of Kimble & AVeeste, two of the
At that time the fac
members of the former firm.
tory was removed to its present quarters over the En
deavor Engine-House, on Union Street. Infants' shoes
are made. About a score of hands are employed out
side and inside, and an annual business of about
$30,000

is done.

The manufactory of William Abdell is located on

NEAV

JERSEY.

In
Lawrence Street, and was established in 1876.
fants' and misses'
shoes are made, principally for the
Eastern trade.
Four machines are used.
Rogers & Woodington began the manufacture of
children's fine shoes, October, 1879.
Their factory is
Fifty hands have been
at No. 10 East Broad Street.
employed.
Goods are shipped South and AVest.
The firm of R. T. Wood & Co., manufacturers of
infants'
children's and
shoes, has succeeded to the
business established by the late R. T. Wood, at 113
High Street, in 1867, and is under the management

In 1869, Mr.
of R. F- Wood, son of its founder.
Wood removed his factory to No. 6 East Broad Street,
and in 1874 to the AVright building, where he intro
duced steam-power, prior to its introduction by any
in the city. In 1877 he died,
and in 1879 the firm of R. T. Wood & Co. removed
the factory to the three-story brick building on Broad

other shoe manufacturer

Street, then just erected by J. H. Birch, and since
occupied by the company.
This establishment, when
running at its full capacity, employs seventy hands,
and does a large and increasing business, manufac
*
turing principally for the AVestern trade.
T. P. & S. S. Smith, manufacturers of women's,
youths'
misses', children's, and
shoes, 325 Arch Street,
Philadelphia, established their factory at the corner
of Pearl and Tatham Streets, Burlington, in 1881, in
buildings which had been erected by Charles P. Far
ner in that and the previous year, — three-story brick

structures fifty feet by one hundred and twenty-seven
and forty feet by fifty respectively.
The factory, which
has a capacity to turn out one thousand pairs of shoes
per day, is provided with steam-power, is heated with
steam throughout, affords employment to one hundred
hands, and is under charge of J. B. Iredell and Jonas
Wood, two experienced manufacturers.
This firm
manufactures all kinds of wooden boxes in which
shoes are packed for the trade.
W. T. Bunting, on Broad Street, began business
some years ago, and is rapidly pushing himself for

ward among the foremost of the Burlington shoe
manufacturers.
J. M. West, on Pearl Street, is one
of the best known and most enterprising, shoe men in

the city, and Samuel Phillips, on Stacy Street, is well
and favorably known, having been some years en
gaged in shoe manufacture, formerly on Union
Street,
west of High.
In various parts of the city some of
the processes of manufacture are carried on in private
houses, and new factories are opened from time to
time on a more or less extensive scale. One of the
latest is that of Aaron Burr, manufacturer of chil
dren's shoes exclusively, who began business on Pearl
Street early in 1882.
In the aggregate some four
hundred hands are constantly employed in the vari
ous factories, and during busy seasons many others
work at their homes, the various parts being prepared
for them. The weekly aggregate product of the sev
eral factories is nearly twenty thousand pairs of shoes
the grand total for the year falling little, if any, short
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of one million pairs, the annual sales amounting to
more than five hundred thousand dollars.
The busi
ness of shoe manufacture is conducted by thoroughly
practical men, with skilled employes in every de
every facility for prosecuting their
partment,
trade advantageously, and there cannot be a question
and

rank the shoemakers of Burlington are des
tined to attain among the many others of the United

as to the

States.

Canners of Vegetables

and Fruits.— The

first to introduce the business of canning fruit and
vegetables in Burlington, and it is claimed in New
Jersey, was Timothy Gilbert, in 1861. James P.
Lowden became his partner in the enterprise a little
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adepts turn out one thousand a day, being nearly
seven hundred more than the liveliest can-maker could
possibly handle during the early years of the business

without the ingenious labor-saving tools and ma
Of the latter thousands are made
chinery of to-day.
also for the canners at the extensive steam wood-work
mill of Severns & Son.
The aggregate capital invested is about two hundred
thousand

tin,

At

dollars,

which is expended in vegetables,

cases, labor, labels, and other incidental

expenses.

least fifteen hundred acres of land were required
for the growth of the past season's vegetables.
The
great advantages of a cash home market and stipu
lated prices is largely appreciated by growers.
The

later, and subsequently the share of Mr. Gilbert was
purchased by John F. Lowden.
In 1865 James P.
Lowden sold his interest to Nehemiah Sleeper, and
in 1866 Lowden & Sleeper were succeeded by Ne

soil in the vicinity of Burlington is conceded to be
admirably adapted for growing vegetables, and par
ticularly tomatoes, which are notably more solid than
grown elsewhere, a very important feature when used

hemiah Stephen, G. W. Aldrich, and Samuel Wells,
who sold out to S. E. Aldrich in 1875.
Mr. Aldrich's
factory is located on York Street. He employs two

for canning.
Six hundred bushels, it is said, have
been grown to the acre in this section.

hands during the busy season, canning all
kinds of fruit and vegetables, which are shipped to

James H. Birch, a native of Burlington, leased a shop
on the corner of Broad and Library Streets, and en
gaged in the manufacture and repairing of wagons

hundred

New York and Philadelphia.
In 1864, William S. King began to manufacture
canned goods in Burlington. At his death, in 1872,
he was succeeded by his son, Charles S. King, who
sold the establishment, in 1880, to Githens & Rexsa" G. & R."
mer, manufacturers of the celebrated
canned goods and bottled honey, which are shipped
principally to Philadelphia. This firm employs a
large number of hands, twelve being required to
turn out the cans in which their goods are packed, of
which twenty-five thousand of various sizes are made
weekly.
The .factory is on York Street.
The business of Kirby Brothers, manufacturers of
canned goods and pickles, at the corner of High and
Belmont Streets, was founded in 1867 by C. H. Kirby,
who was succeeded in 1867 by C. H, G. B., and C. B.
Kirby, under the firm-name of Kirby Brothers. They
employ one hundred and fifty hands at busy times,
canning fruit and vegetables, making pickles, and
manufacturing cans. Their goods find ready sale in
the markets of New York and Philadelphia.
The canning establishment of William H. Birkmire
was started on Stacy Street in 1870, and removed to
During the fruit season one
Federal Street in 1878.
hundred hands are employed in the factory proper,
and fifteen in making cans, of which five hundred
thousand are made annually.
During the latter part of February each year the
canners announce their readiness to contract with
farmers for the number of acres of the different vege
tables, etc., each firm think their trade will require,

the price also being stipulated per pound or measure.
Prior to the opening of the canning season, which is
about five months, commencing with asparagus, and
closing with pickles and jellies, artisans are employed

making cans and packing-cases.

Of the

former some

The Manufacture

of Carriages.

— In

1863,

and carriages.
He soon began in a limited way the
building of light-top wagons of a specified weight,
quality, finish, and cost. His flattering success in
duced

his continuance and exclusive attention to
his specialty, and he stands to-day without a peer
in his chosen branch in this country, carrying on
a very extensive business, which has doubled every
year during the past ten years, his carriages finding
rapid sale, wholesale and retail, in all parts of the

Union, and his career being an instance of what may
be accomplished by tact,. industry, and indomitable
perseverance.
In 1869, Mr. Birch built the frame
building one hundred feet by forty feet at the rear of
his block on High Street, and removed thither from
his former quarters.
Subsequently he added a wing
In 1881 he erected his threesixty feet by forty feet.
story brick manufactory, one hundred and fifteen feet
by fifty feet, on Library, Street.
The manufactory of
Mr. Birch affords employment for forty men, and
ranks among the leading industries of Burlington and
the surrounding country.

In 1874, John Craft, who during a career of eigh
teen years at Columbus had won an enviable repu

tation as a builder of fine carriages, bought a lot on
Street, below High, on which he erected a
three-story brick factory, eighty feet by forty feet,
where he has continued business since 1875, taking
rank with the best carriage-builders of New York
and Philadelphia, his carriages commanding a steady
Broad

demand from all sections, and receiving during the
past fifteen years the first premiums at the Burling
ton County Agricultural Society's fairs.
Every car
riage is manufactured under the personal supervision

of Mr. Craft, who is well versed and practically expe
in every branch of the business, gifted with

rienced
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fine taste, employs skilled artisans only, and is thor
oughly apace with all the constant improvements in
his line. Mr. Craft has also been awarded first pre
miums at the New Jersey State Fair, where his work
has been placed in competition with that of the recog
nized leading
den, Trenton,

carriage-builders

of New York, Cam
Philadelphia and Eastern Pennsylva

nia, Wilmington, Del., and other places.
In the manufacture of other styles of vehicles, both
light and heavy, there are makers in Burlington
whose work challenges competition with any other
in New Jersey. Many merchants' delivery wagons
made here are specimens of thorough workmanship.

Of

these classes of wagons those made by
Hubbs, successor to Abraham Clime, and

Ellis L.
Robert

The Burlington Terra-Cotta Works.— Pot
tery and terra-cotta

manufacture

has never been a

distinguishing feature of Burlington's industries, yet
as early as 1691 a property was sold in the place

which was described as "a dwelling-house
and pot
tery-house with all the tools." At various times years
ago small pottery enterprises are said to have been
started with more or less success. It was not until
1875 that a factory of magnitude demanding clay as

" raw material"

was established.
That was the
of Charles Mills, from Chester
County, Pa., in a building in the western part of the
city, where for a short time previously advertising
fans had been made. In 1877, Mr. Mills was suc
ceeded by Theodore P. Apple, who, Nov. 1, 1877,
purchased his present property and fitted up his
works on Pearl Street, where he manufactures drain,
its

terra-cotta

works

Hawkey are worthy of note.
Foundries. — Most eligibly located for the prose
cution of his extensive business on Pearl Street, near
the Delaware River, and some distance east from the
centre of the city, the foundry of A. H. McNeal, es
tablished in 1872 by John McNeal & Sons, is unri
valed in capacity and appointments for the manufac
ture of iron pipe, from the largest calibre to the
smallest, and general castings of all forms and dimen
sions. Erected in 1871-72 in a most substantial man
ner, of stone from Lambertville, and architecturally

North Broad Street, Philadelphia.
The Steam Wood-AVork Factory of J. T.
Severns & Sons,— This enterprise was established
in 1861 by Severns & Sherman.
In 1866, Mr. J. T.
Severns became sole proprietor.
In 1872, Joseph P.

pleasing to the eye, the works are a very attractive
feature, and financially a valuable acquisition to Bur
lington.
In 1876 the firm of John McNeal & Sons

Severns was admitted to a partnership in the concern,
and the business was carried on by
T. Severns &
Sons until 1881, when the style of the firm changed

was succeeded by that of McNeal & Archer ; the lat
ter, in 1880, by A. H. McNeal & Brother, who were
succeeded in 1881 by A. H. McNeal, the present pro
prietor.
The number of hands employed at this
establishment is two hundred and fifty.
A specialty
is made of cast-iron water, gas, and flange-pipes,
sugar-house, large cylinders, and heavy castings, and
general foundry work is done.
The Carbon Stove Company was organized in 1868,
by a number of capitalists, who began business in the
large building now occupied by the National Bureau
of Engraving, and in 1879 were succeeded by the
Burlington Stove and Heater Company, the partners

in which were Charles T. Farner, Edward N. Cohen,
L. 0. Davis. This company erected the present
works on Tatham Street. In 1881, Mr. Farner with
drew, and the company by the acquisition of other
members was constituted as follows : Edward N.
Cohen, L. O. Davis, George Johnson, F. P. F. Ran
dolph, and Henry S. Haines. The factory of the com
pany is of brick one hundred and sixty feet by three
hundred, and in and about it two hundred and eighty
Furnaces of various sizes and
hands are employed.
and

ranges, cook, and parlor-stoves, wire-fence
plumbers'
supplies, and every kind of castings
work,
are manufactured. The untiring supervision of those
most largely interested, the employment of the best
workmen, and the turning out of first-class goods at
economical prices bave placed this enterprise among
styles,

the foremost of its kind.

sewer, and flue-pipe, chimney-tops, and smaller arti
cles, of clay brought from AVoodbridge, N. J., em
ploying several hands and a steam-engine of good
capacity.
Mr. Apple's office and salesroom is at 668

J.

J. T. Severns & Sons, by the admission of Albertus L. Severns.
With an experience of twentyone years and long established in an extensive and
well-arranged building on Delaware Avenue, the facil
ities of this firm are unsurpassed for turning out sash,
to

blinds, shutters, doors, the exterior and interior wood
work for either dwellings and churches or wood fit
tings of any description.
The firm are the patentees
and manufacturers of the Burlington fruit-box, which
in durability and carrying capacity is pronounced by
experienced growers of small fruit
decidedly superior
to any other box in the market.
Messrs. Severns &
Sons have furnished the interior and much of the ex
terior wood-work for several churches in this county.
The Straw Bottle-Envelope Factory.— For
eleven years past Mrs. AVilliam F. Tillinghast, assisted

by her son, has conducted successfully the manufac
ture of straw wrappers for bottles,
commercially
known as "straw envelopes."
In 1870, Mr. Tilling
hast (now deceased), believing that
by economizing
manual labor straw envelopes could be
manufactured,
both in quality and price, fully equal to the imported
article, invented and patented an ingenious machine
for the purpose, and the business he
established has
grown to be the largest of its
kind in the country.

The work is not laborious, and is mostly performed
by young boys and girls.
About thirty hands are
employed, and the business is not limited to
any
particular season of the year. About
forty thousand
envelopes is the weekly product of the factory.

,
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Flouring- and Grjtst-Mills. — The old Hopkins
grist-mill was erected prior to the Revolutionary war.
The earliest ownership established by any record ex
tant was that of Ellis Wright, in 1808.
In 1863,
Christopher
Rigg purchased the property of the
Wright estate, tore down the old mill and built the
present one a few rods farther down the creek. He
was succeeded by his sons, Edward and George Rigg,
who in 1877 put in a thirty horse-power steam-engine,
doing away with the water-power previously in use.
The mill contains three runs of stones, and is run as a
merchant mill. It is located in the southeastern part
of Burlington township.
The Mitchell mill, at the head of Wood Street, was
originally established by AVilliam Griffith as a woolenfactory. It was afterwards converted into a grist-mill,
and came into the possession of the late Garret D.
Wall. It has for many years been owned and oper
ated by John Mitchell.
The flouring-mill of Ashby & Brother was built by
E. L. Ashby, father of the present proprietors, in
It is located at the corner of York Street and
1880.
Delaware Avenue, and is a three-story brick build
ing, forty-four feet by forty, containing three runs of
stones driven by a forty horse-power steam-engine.
A specialty is made of the manufacture of Ashby
Brothers' brand of improved
flour, but a general
custom business is done.

The National Bureau of Engraving and
Manufacturing Company. — At the corner of

Broad and Tatham Streets, near Assiscunk Creek,
are located the extensive works of the National
Bureau of Engraving and Manufacturing Company,
whose general office is at 107 Second Street, Phila

which were established in Burlington in
The company is duly incorporated according
to the laws of the State, and its business is under the
management of H. Pennington, president, and Joseph
R. Carpenter, secretary and treasurer. A large num
ber of skilled workmen are employed, and there are
in almost constant use twenty or more of the most
delphia,

1879.

approved

type-presses,

ten

lithographic,

and over

sixty plate-printing presses, bronzing-machines, and
all the various and latest appliances for the thorough,
economical, and expeditious production of ornamental
The
engraving and printing in all their branches.
lithographic and typographic work of this company
challenges competition with any other at home or
Their business in the engraving and print
abroad.
ing from steel plates bonds, certificates of stock,
checks, etc., and in lithography and ornate labels,
simple and elaborate show-cards, and typographical
labels in colors is very heavy, and embraces a trade
with the largest and closest buyers in all the States

Manufacturing their own
and foreign countries.
inks and also every article requisite in so large a
business, tlieir factory embodies many establish
ments complete in one. Conducted by thoroughly
experienced

and courteous proprietors,

this industry

is a very important
lington.
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feature in the interests of Bur
EDUCATIONAL.

Burlington

Island and the Public Schools of

the City and Township.— The following extract
from the colonial laws indicates the original owner
ship of Burlington Island, and whence the city of
Burlington obtained its title thereto, and the purpose
to which it was dedicated :

" Act VIII. And for the encouraging of learning, and for the better
education of youth : Be it hereby enactedand agreed by tho Assembly
aforesaid,that the Island called Mukinicuuk [now called Matinicuuk],
late in possessionof Robert Stacy, with all and every appurtenancesis
hereby given, and from henceforthand forever hereafterbe,aud remain
to andfor the town [city] of Burlington and for others conceruedjherein
within the 1st and 2nd Tenths, the rents, issuesand profits thereof and
therefrom,yearly arising to be employedfor the maintenanceof a 6chool
for the education of youth within the said town [city], and on tho 1st
and 2nd Tenths." !

Thus it will be seen (and to the same effect is a
tradition which has long passed current in Burlington)
that Robert Stacy owned Matinicunk Island; and
with a view to the advancement of civil liberty and
public enlightenment, he made over his title to the
Colonial Assembly for the purpose of maintaining
schools in the city.
It is supposed that soon after
receiving this gift the authorities of the city dedicated

Stacy Street in honor of the memory of this good and
enlightened man, of whom little is known, but who
is supposed to have been a member of the Society of

Friends.
The following records from the township minutebook detail an early plan for a public school to be
sustained by the island fund :

" At a Town meeting held March 11,
in and for the City of Bur
lington, on the 6econdTuesday in March, pursuant to the Laws of tho
Province of New Jorsey in such CasesLately made& Provided.
A
proposal was now madefor Instituting a public and Free
School in tho
City ol Burlington, and that the rent of the Island should be applied to
the use of the Free School for whicii purpose tho said Island was vested
in the Town of Burlington, whicii being Considered,and many having
spoken their sentiments thereon, It was unanimously agreed
that tho
Managers now Chosen do retnin iii their hands the rents and profits
of
the said Island arising after the 25"" Instant to and for the uso
Last
mentioned.
"Richard Wells, Daniel Ellis, William Dillwyn, Isaac nuelings, John
Lawrence, SamuelAllinson, andSamuel How w.isappointeda Committee
to Draw up & Digest the schemeor plan of such schoolsas shall appear
to them most Likely to advancethe good purposes of useful educatiuu
& Instruction.
" Dan'l Ellis, CH."

...

"At a general or annual Town meeting held in and for the City of
Burlington on the fourth Day of May, 17l>7.The Committeeappointed
at the Last Town Meeting to Diaw up aud Digest the Schemeor Plan
of a School madethe following report :
" ' We, the subscribers,the Committee-appointed
to Consider & Draw
up a plan for a school iu the City of Burlington, having several times
met thereon and Maturely Consideredthe same,do report that we tiro
unanimously of opinion that the establishmentof a good school for the
Education of youth in the said City will be of great use to the Inhabit
ants of Burlington, as well as Olh irs, and altho' the Act of Assembly of
1082gives the rents of the Burlington Island for the useof such a school
in general,yet astheCitizensof Burlington from aChaiitablo Desire that
Orphan Children and those whose parents are not able to pay for tlieir
schooling shnll receivethe Benefit thereof. It was agreedand Declared
that the said reuts shall be Disposed and applied for the educationof
1 See Coloni.il Laws, Sept. 20,1032. Spiccr and Learning, p. 4C5.
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euc'tachildren only, we think the same should be applied to no Other
use, and that it he recomendedto the overseersChosen for the said
Island to educatethe said Poor Children in the schoolwhen established,
at least untill a majority of the Citizens of Burlington shall he of opin
ion that a separate Bchool for Charity scholars will he moBt useful and
advantageous. That in Consequencethereof we have in the Artikles
herewith presented Said Nothing of the rents of the said Island as wo
think agreeableto the Act of Assemblyaforesaidthe Disposition thereof
to the goodpurposestherein Expressed, To which the resolution or gift
aforesaidof the Town belongs to the overseersof the said Island Chosen
as mentioned in the said act is no ways Inconsistent. Tlmt we think a
school for the Equal and united Education of Rich and Poor without
Distinction will be most Likely to promote and make so good an Insti
tution Flourish and increase,Especially in its first establishment,aud
when an Inconvenience Appears we have provided in the Articles for
any reformation or alteration that may be thought Necessary.
m
"'Signed with an Exception to
uniting the schools& Stocks
"'Ricad Wells.
" ' Burlington, May ye 4th,1767

';'Joiin Lawrence
'"Daniel Ellis

"'Samuel How
" ' Isaac Huelings
"' "William Dillwyn
" ' Samuel Allinson.' "
"It was now unanimously agreed that the rentB of tho Burlington or
Mattinieunk Island shall be forever hereafter applied to the schooling
such Orphan children and the Children of those persuns who are not
able to pay for tlieir Education as are the most properObjectsof Charity
in the Town of Burlington and Others Concernedwithin the first and
Second Tenths and it is Recommendedto the Managers or Overseersof
the Said Island hereafter Appointed to place the said Children for tlieir
Education in the School Already Agreed on and that is Expected to be
Established in Burlington for the Education of Youth to be Called and
known by the name of the Burlington Free School as soonas the same
shall be formed. And until the foundation of the said Free School to
apply the rent of the Current year in the samemannerbut to such other
" Dan'l Ellis, Clk."
•goodschool as shall be in Burlington.
"At the annual town meeting held at the city hall in Burlington
March 11th,180C,it was
" Resolved,That the Managers of the Island and Freeschool be re
questedto report to the next annual Town meeting in writing, the sys
tem which has been adoptedin managing the Freeschooland such im
provements as may be made; together with the state of tho Funds,
and generally such circumstancesrelative to the Institution as to them
Meeting."
may appear to be interesting and proper to be laid beforethe
Report of the M\naggrs of the Island and Free School. — "In
cunfurinity with a Resolution of the Town Meeting last year, the man
agers of the Free-school Report, That the whole revenue of the Island
amounting to £80 annually is applied to the schooling of the^children
of tho Town, twenty-five of whom are generally on the List, and fre
quently one or two more. It has of lato been the practice of the man
agers to agree with the master quarterly, and they occasionally visit
the school to inspect the progress of the children in their studies. A
Legacy of £200was left to the Freeschool by Mary Coxe, the Interest to
be employedin schooling children, or the Principal in building a schoolHouse. As it did not appear best to enlarge the school at that time, a
purt of this sum has been expendedin part payment for a Lot, on which
it was contemplatedat Somefuture period to erect a School-House,the
residue remains on Interest.
" With respect to that part of the Minute of the Town Meeting which
relates to alteration or improvement in tho Management of the School,
the Managers are not aware that much is now wan'ted. After the ex
piration of tho present Leasesof the Island, which will be on the 25th
of March, 1818,the increasedrevenue will in all probability render an
enlargement of the plan of the school necessaryand proper.

" Amos Hutchin
" Abraham Stockton
" John IIarkins, Jun1
" J. McIlvaine
" Wm. Allinson
" S. J. Smith.

Note.—The costof the lot was 8500;,$150of which was paid on exe
cution of the deed. The residueto he paid Bomeyears hence, the man
agers paying the interest annually."
"March 12th,1811.
" On motion of William Coxe, Esq., "Resolvedthat it be a Standing Reg
ulation in the government of the Free School of this Town-hip, that no
child be continued in said school, who is not in the Habit of attending
some place of worship on the Sabbath; and that the Managers be in
structed to inform the parents of the children now iu the school for
government."
their
Report of the Managers of Island and Free School. — "We the
Subscribers,managers of the Burlington Island and Free School, Re
port that we have leasedto Daniel Williams and James S. Woodward the
said Island for the term of Five Years, for the sum of SeventeenHun
dred Dollars, and the Fishery thereon for one hundred and fifty Dollars,
making together Eighteen hundred & fifty Dollars per year (the Man
agers to he at the expenseof putting the buildings and fencingBon said
Island in Tenantable repair). We also report that we have receivedof
the Township$l63.50 for gravel had someyears back, and that there was
a balance in the hands of the Managers on Settlement the 24thof April,
1818,of £40.22^,Making, together with the rent, the sum of $2053.74^.
We further Report that we have made the following repairs, Ac, &c,
viz.: Purchased 4500cedar Rails, built two new corn cribs, and thor
oughly repaired the two houseson said Island. All of which, including
of
the Teachers' wages for 62 scholars, amounts to $1107.2% $1123.85
which has been paid, and there is due to sundry persons the sum of
$873.41
%, which sum the balance of rent which will be due the 25th Instaut, will pay and also leavea balance in favor of the Island of $56AG%..
All whicii is respectfully submitted.
" Abraham Stockton.
" Burlington, March 9, 1819.
"Nathaniel W. Cole.
"Thomas Adams.
"Burr Woolman.
"George Allen.
"Joshua R. Smith.1'
1822.
"The Managers of tho Island and Free School Report
"That they have beenattentive during tho Past year to the dutiesde
volved upon them, whicii a referenceto their minutes, now on the Table
subject to the Inspection of the meeting,will moreclearly demonstrate.
" In pursuing theseduties they have found them arduoiisand import
ant. The Island is in itself a vci'3'Valuable Estate, and by their judicious
managementand Improvement, which time, Care,and Patient Persever
ance Can alone effect,it will be found fully competentto answer the de
sign of the Benevolent donor in affording the Benefits of School Learn
ing to Jill the Poor children of this City and Prove a Blessing of Great
Importance to the community. Iu order to a greater number of Scholars
the Methodist Old Meeting House has been rented for 3 years,at $45per
Annum, and occupiedas the schoul-room since the [blank] of [blank]
month, 1821,When under the Tuition of Edward Erwin, we hope that
considerable improvement has been madein the order, Discipline, and
General Management. Yet we are aware that much greater improve
ments may yet be accomplished by further continued patient and close
attention The Island Farms havebeenLeasedfor 5 years from tho 25th
of the Present mouth, to John B. Burr and Francis B. and William War
ner, stepBrothers, young menof goodcharacter,from Springfield. They
are to pay $700in money and $200in Improvements per Annum, the
Baid Improvements to be mutually agreedupon betweenthe tenantsand
the successorsof this Board, as well as the price to be allowed for making
them. The Father, William Warner, a Respectableand Competentman,
is bound asjoint surety with them for tho fulfillment of the Terms, and
we Anticipate with Satisfaction that the next Board of Managers will
have in their power under their managementof the Farm to make a
favorable report to the next Town Meeting relative to the Branch of the
Concern.1'

From the records above quoted it is certain that
rents accrued early in the present century for the
support of the school or schools; but after
that of
1682 no legislative
action was taken concerning the

"Burling*1 March 1807.
" Rough statementof the Funds of tho school :
Expenditure.
Amt. Income.
$213.33 island and schools until Nov. 16, 1824, when the State
$213.33 In schooling children
Rent of the Island
Interest of purchasemoney
Legislature passed " an act to incorporate the mana
Interest of the unappropri
Lot
24.50
of
the
part
of Mary Coxe'fl
ated
gers of the Island School Fund for the
26.83
legacy ...'.
education of
$237.83
youth in the town [city] of Burlington." In
$240.16
October
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of the Legislature, the island managers
were combined jointly with the public school trus
tees for all general school purposes for District No. 1,
within theboundsof the city — managers seven, trustees
seven, — but in matters pertaining to the control of the
island the managers act by themselves, turning over
all proceeds to the public schools, and so save taxa
1848, by act
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was, as has been seen, nearly contemporary with the
beginning of its civilization. History and tradition
both bear honorable record of the teachers of an early
" The names of
date.
Rowland Ellis, Staughton, the
Pike,"
and later those of William
Hanckels, and

tion in the district

Lowden, William F. Smith, Davis, and others are re
called as those of " principals of high scholastic at
disciplinarians."
tainments and thorough

school, for which a tax of three thousand dollars was

The only building now standing to remind the resi
dent of the schools of the early period is the " old
building"
free school
on the northeast corner of St.
Mary and Broad Streets, owned by St. Barnabas'

named. Most of the State school
districts are taxed to erect school buildings, but by the
generous gift of Mr. Stacy, District No. 1 has been
saved this expense, except in the case of the colored

laid.
The Stacy Street school building, owned by the
city, was erected about forty years ago. Ten years
later the island managers erected the St. Mary's Street
building, costing six thousand dollars, and some four
teen years since the managers paid two thousand five

hundred

dollars

colored children.

for the Federal Street building for
About 1878 the island managers

Church.
The present public school system, so ably and
thoroughly conducted, was organized in 1856, mainly
through the instrumentality of John Griscom, LL.D.,
with the co-operation of Hon. Thomas Milner, Wil
liam R. Allen, Thomas Dutton, and others.
Since 1867, Mr. Wilbur Watts, a native of Burling
ton, has discharged the onerous and responsible duties

Street public school building at a
erected the
cost of six thousand dollars,
In 1853 the Legislature authorized the island
managers to sell the south half of the island.
It

of principal of the schools of the city of Burlington
boys' grammar
and of the
school to the satisfaction of
all classes.
The other schools of the city and town
ship are in charge of able and experienced instruc

brought

tors.

York

at public sale over twenty thousand one
hundred dollars, Elias Boudinot, Charles Lippincott,
and J. P. Fireng and others being among the highest
bidders. The following year these parties formed the

Matinicunk or Burlington Island Land Association.
The association paid ten thousand one hundred dol
lars down and gave a mortgage for balance, which
proceeds the managers have invested on the Hays and
Gardiner

farms.

The interest is paid to March

25,

1881.

In

November, 1881, there being no tenant, the
managers commenced foreclosure proceedings.
The
property was going to waste, and the principal and
In February last, however,
interest were in danger.
by mutual agreement between the managers and a

Mr. Brock, of Philadelphia, representing the Island
Loan Association (who as president thereof had con
veyed the title to Mr. Evans, of the same city), the
latter paid one thousand dollars on the principal of
ten thousand dollars, and six hundred dollars interest
up to March 29, 1882, leaving in the hands of the
managers nine thousand dollars in bonds on the
southwest half of the island.
The island managers are elected by the people
from the best representative men. They give their
time and labor gratuitously for the public welfare of
our city, in the growth and advancement of our free
schools, and yet but few people are aware of the work

The present
and care taken by these gentlemen.
board is constituted as follows : Hon. Caleb G. Ridg

president; John McNeal, John Broomhead,
Richard F. Mott, George Rigg, Elwood Conner, and
Henry Hollemback. George Watts is secretary and

way,

treasurer.
The establishment
10

of free schools in Burlington

The township of Burlington is divided into four
school districts, under the public school laws of the
" Union District, No. 1," " Irick Dis
State, known as
2," "
3,"
Mitchell District, No.
and " Oak
trict, No.
4."
land District, No.
The statistics of these several
districts, from the last published report of the State
Board of Education (1880), are as follows :
Union District. — Amount received from all sources

for public school purposes, $5869.03; value of school
property, $31,000 ; number of children of the school

of teachers employed, 1 male and
salary of male $100 per month, salary of
females (average) $40 per month.

age, 1700; number
13 females;

Irick District. — Amount received from all sources
for public school purposes, $382.26 ; value of school
property, $1000 ; number of children of the school
age, 114; number
$40 per month.

of teachers employed,

1 male; salary,

Mitchell District. — Amount received from all sources
for public school purposes, $300 ; value of school
property, $2500 ; number of children of the school
age, 100 ; number of teachers employed, 1 female ;
salary, $33 per month.
Oakland District. — Amount re'ceived from all sources

for public school

purposes, $300; value of school
property, $400 ; number of children of the school
60; number of teachers employed, 1 male;
age,
salary, $3fl.44 per month.

RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS.
Burlington.— The settlement of
Friends in
Bur
lington having been effected by Friends, their history
in West New Jersey is largely dependent upon the
These have been kept with
records of that meeting.
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wonderful care and accuracy considering the disadvan
tages of the situation in early years. Burlington and
Salem, intimately connected in their early history,
on the east banks of the

•are the oldest settlements

Delaware.

The company of Friends landing at the former
from the ship " Kent" in 1677 comprised two
hundred and thirty Quakers, half of whom were from
Their first gather
Yorkshire, the rest Londoners.
ings for worship were under one of the ship's sails
used as a tent. As houses were built they met at
each other's dwellings, and then, in a house on what
place

is now Broad Street, adapted by alterations for the
purpose.
In 1682 proceedings were begun for a new
meeLing-house, exclusively for purposes of worship,

shape with the main building. It was of frame, the
site being nearly the same as that of the present one
on High Street, except that it stood slightly farther
west and south. The house remained untouched for
one hundred years, when in 1785 the present brick

building was erected immediately in front of the old
one, and the material in the original employed in
putting up the school-house on York Street, the prop
erty of the Preparative Meeting.
The first entry on the books of the meeting runs as
follows, viz. :
"Since by the good providence of God, many Friends with their fam
ilies have transported themselvesinto this province of West Jersey, the
said Friends in these upper parts have found it needful, according to
the ptactice in the place we camefrom, to settle Monthly Meetings for
the well-ordering of the affairs of the church ; it was agreed that ac
cordingly it should he done,and accordingly it
was done the 15thof 5 mo. 1G78."

Yearly and Quarterly Meetings
were soon established, the first an
nual gathering being at the house
of Thomas

Gardiner, 28th of 6th
It opened with the
" A General Yearly Meeting
title,
held for Friends of Pennsylvania,
East and West Jerseys, and of the
Adjacent Provinces." Until the
month,

1681.

new meeting-house was finished the
meeting continued to be held at the
same place. Thomas Gardiner died
in 1694. He held several positions
FIUENDS'

lts.i.

the contractor for the building being Francis Collings.
in 168o it was discovered to be
too cold for use in winter; consequently five years

Upon its completion

capable of
(1690) they made a brick addition
being warmed from a large fireplace, on the hearth
of which blazed an enormous wood fire.
later

FHIENDS'

of trust in the province, and was a
valuable member of the community.
The exact location of his house is un
certain ; it was probably on High Street above Broad.
About 1690 the Yearly Meeting began to be held at
Burlington and Philadelphia alternately, and in 1760
it was permanently transferred to the latter place.
The first meeting referred to occupied four days with
its transactions, and was adjourned to meet in seventh
month of the following year.
For many years the Quarterly Meeting
was held at the house of William Biddle
(frequently written Beedle), probably until
about 1711.
After that date it met alter
nately at Burlington and Chesterfield until
1827.
AVilliam
Biddle's . house was at
Mount Hope, near what is now Kinkora,
and as Friends were widely separated,
many of them were obliged to travel very
The
long distances in order to attend.
transactions of the first Quarterly Meeting
are recorded with the following preamble :
"

MEETISG-UOtSK,

MKETtNU-IIOUSE,

17S5.

The original structure was a remarkable affair, an
ancient painting done nt the time representing it as
hexagonal in form, with the roof of a steep pitch,
surmounted by a sort of cupola, corresponding in

"Whereas, the Yearly Meeting saw it necessary yt
there should he Quarterly Meetings kept iu severalplaces
in this Province of West New Jersey ; and yt this Quar
terly Meeting of Friends for Bntlington and y° Falls should ho held at
the houseof William Beedle in Mansfield (being pretty near y° middle
of Friends belonging to it) at yc fines hereafter mentioned,viz. upon
the last secondday of the mo: last second(lay of yc 11mo: last Becond
day of yc 3 mo, and j° last secondday of yc Gmo. and to begin at y° 10th
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hour, which said conclusion of y° Yearly Meeting ye Friends of this
meeting are satisfied with.
"Jokx Curtis?, Clerk.
"20 of 9 mo, 1081."

Burlington Monthly Meeting comprised the Partic
ular Meetings held at Shackamaxon and Chester, Pa.,
Rancocas, and Friends situated about the Falls, Hoarkills, and Newcastle, also those on Long Island, who
in 1681 "desired to be considered members of this
Meeting."
Monthly
In 1080, Burlington Monthly Meeting addressed to
London Yearly Meeting the epistle received by them
from Friends in America.
It is quoted at length in
America," page
Bowden's " History of Friends in
Taylor
Christopher
402.
In 1682,
and Samuel Jen
nings were appointed to draw up an answer to a let
ter received from George Fox inquiring as to the state
of the meeting. His reply was written and " left with
Samuel Jennings to send it safe to George Fox, and
y°

was directed to John Bringhurst, at
Book in Gra
cious1 Street, London."
Several other epistles were
also received from George Fox, three of the original

copies, bearing date respectively 1675, 1677, and 1682,
now in possession. They are addressed to

being

Olive, William Peachee, and William
Friends."
Cooper, to be disperst abroad among
began
grow
at this time to
The meeting
very rapidly,
and soon assumed its largest proportions.
There are
some interestingly quaint minor details noticed in the

"Thomas

"

Peter Woohvet is willing
minutes, as for instance :
to make Graves. . . . and Friends are willing to see
him paid an old English shilling for such mens or
womens graves, yt may not be paid for by ye persons

yt employ him." Bernard Davenish in 1689 and
James Satterthwaite in 1695 succeeded to the posi
The Quarterly Meeting records in
tion of sexton.
1681 have notice of an interesting meeting with the
Indians by means of a native interpreter.
A statement presented by William Dockwra to
the Lords of Trade, sitting at Whitehall, London, dated
September, 1699, states the number of freeholders in
West Jersey to be eight hundred and thirty-two,
whereof two hundred and sixty-six are Quakers, and
" the Quakers are more numerous in Bur
adds that

lington County than in all the other countys."
(See
New Jersey Archives, vol. ii. p. 305.)
In consequence of this increase in numbers, Friends
began to build meeting-houses in other parts, and with
permission and aid of Burlington established separate
meetings. These were respectively at (1) Springfield,

(2) Rancocas, (3) Mount Holly, (4) Shrewsbury, (5)
Trenton, and (6) Crosswicks.
Of course many by this time had arrived who were
not Friends. These were chiefly of the Church of
England. The Rev. John Talbot, with George Keith

(a Separatist who was in 1692 disowned by Philadel
phia Monthly Meeting), viewed the increasing number
1 Grace Church.Street now.—A.

J.

C. Hare.
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of Friends with great intolerance, in consideration of
their peaceable behavior.
The former was rector of
St. Mary's parish ; the latter, having joined the
church, was returned by the "Society for Propagat
Parts" as their first Amer
ing the Gospel in Foreign
ican missionary.
The controversy raised by them
to pass unnoticed
by Friends, who
declined
to reply to their hot attacks. Friends
quietly
were shortly after granted permission by Governor
was allowed

Robert

Hunter to affirm instead of taking the usual

oaths.

In 1729 steps were taken, by appealing to the As
sembly, to have the evil effect of fairs remedied.
These had been instituted in 1701 by law, and were
held quarterly, the market days in West Jersey being
Each fair
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays.
continued for six days, and was regarded of sufficient
importance to warrant the adjournment of Monthly
The last instance of this
Meeting on that account.
action, which continued for many years, is noticed in
eighth month, 1741.
At this time thirty and forty
representatives were frequently sent to attend the
Yearly Meeting.

An interesting little building has recently been de
molished, which deserves some passing notice as
having had valuable associations.. This is the small

English-brick building once standing near the corner
of Pearl, on High Street.' It was the office of Samuel
Jennings, Governor of the province and Speaker of
the Assembly.
The first Continental money of New
Jersey was afterwards printed there, and in 1765
Jersey"
"
Smith's
was ateo published
History of New
at the same place. Isaac Collins (who in 1770 became
king's printer) made it his office, and before the
school-house was finished in York Street it was tem
porarily occupied for the purposes of a school.
The outbreak of the Revolution brought great dis
turbances on the peaceable community.
The Occu
pation of Philadelphia by Gen. Howe, in' 1777, pre
vented access to that place, and property of all sorts
was confiscated.
The meeting-houses at Burlington
and Trenton were occupied by the militia, and much
destruction of goods and estate followed
ing of troops at tho^e places.

the quarter

The record at that time of the number of members
in Burlington Monthly Meeting and the Particular
Meetings composing it is as follows, viz. :
Burlington Particular Meeting
Old Spijngfield
Kancocas
Upper Springfield
Mansfield
Mansfield Neck

19:1
100
la:j
5
90
GO

Tota.l

The uneventful

587

history

of Burlington

Meeting

during the present century requires little comment.
The war of 1812 made some disturbance, but far less
than the previous great struggle.
Schools were care-

full maintained by Friends, and many able teachers
have been among those employed in them. The mar-

its
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riages in Burlington up to the present date have been
regularly recorded, and it is to be regretted that no
authentic

list of the ministers of that meeting is ob

tainable.
George Fox was

" born in

July,"

the month called
then the fifth month, old style, in the year 1624, at
Drayton-in-the-Clay, now called Fenny Drayton,
Leicestershire, England. His father was a weaver by
trade, an upright man noted for his probity, and his
mother a pious woman, sprung from the stock of the
"
martyrs, and accomplished above most of her degree

spirit, and, as William Penn
"
observes, was a fit emblem of his future service in
the church of Christ." Being impelled by a sense
to his contemplative

of duty to withdraw from the companionship of men,
in the year 1643 he left his relatives, and traveled to
Lutterworth and Northampton, making some stay in
those places, and thence passing on he arrived in
Buckinghamshire
the following year. During this
journey he kept aloof from all society, sometimes
seeking retirement in his chamber, and often walking
in the fields or in the chase to wait upon the Lord.

At this

time he was subjected to much mental suffering
through deep religious exercise, for although he had
led a life of remarkable purity he found within him
self a conflict between the powers- of light and of
darkness, he was assailed by strong temptations, and
the enemy of his soul rose like a flood to overwhelm
At this time he read the Scriptures diligently,
him.
and prayed

for divine aid to open

their hidden

treasures.
Proceeding on his journey he came to London in
the year 1644, at which time the city was the focus of
intense excitement concerning religion and govern
ment.

Long Parliament and the
Assembly of divines were both in ses
Having driven the king from his capital and
The celebrated

Westminster
sion.

overthrown the hierarchy of the Anglican Church,
they were now engaged in framing another system of
church government and civil polity. The Presbyte
rians were the most powerful of the Puritan sects,
were exceedingly zealous in their religious exercises,
and so rigid in their principles that they resorted to
coercive means for the suppression of what they called
passed persecuting
heresy, and accordingly
laws.

The Baptists

GEOKGE FOX.

lived."
in the place where she

They were members of
Church,' and endeavored to
educate
the Established
their children in conformity with its doctrines and
From his childhood George " ap
mode of worship.
peared to be of another frame of mind than the rest of
his brethren, being more religious, inward, still, solid,
serving,"
as appeared by the answers he would give,
and
and the questions he would ask in relation to diyine
things.
He abstained from the sports of childhood ;
was treated with great tenderness by his parents, who
encouraged his serious deportment and pious dispo
His school education was limited, but it ap
sition.
" to read
pears that he learned in youth
pretty well
and to write sufficiently to convey his meaning to
others."
Some of his relatives observing his serious
deportment wished that he should be educated for
priest, a term then applied to ministers of the Es
a

tablished Church, but others advised a differentcourse,
place him with a man
and finally it was concluded to
who was by trade a shoemaker, who dealt in wool and
kept sheep. During a part of his minority George
adapted
wsw employed as a shepherd, a business well

were then the most tolerant of the
prominent sects, and George Fox found tenderness of
feeling among them, but could not join them in re
ligious profession.
He soon after returned home at
the solicitation of his distressed relatives ; was advised
by some to become a soldier, by others to marry, both
of which propositions grieved him. He remained
about home for a year, during which time he had
many conferences with ministers, but failed to receive
the consolation sought for. After a time he ceased to
attend the parish church, which displeased his rela
tives, but he showed them from the Scriptures that
there was an anointing within man to teach him, and

" Hav
that the Lord would teach his people himself.
place
ing removed to another
he found a people who
relied much upon dreams. He told them that unless

'they could distinguish between dream and dream
they would confound all together, for there are three
sorts of dreams: multitude of business sometimes
caused dreams, and there were the whisperings of

Satan in man iu the night season, and there were
speakings of God in man in dreams.'
These people
afterwards advanced in religious experience and be
came Friends."
He was led by a sense of duty to

travel to various

poiut^i, where he met

friendly and

BURLINGTON
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religious people.
He fasted much, walked abroad in
solitary places, sat in hollow trees and secluded places,
reading his Bible. Thus he grew in knowledge of
divine things, not by a reliance upon any man, book,
or writing, "but through the operation of divine
grace in the soul." The long and painful exercises

CITY".
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time, however, a few Friends rented the old cocoonery
then standing on East Union Street, about where the
Methodist Church now stands, until in 1845 the pres
ent convenient brick edifice was built on Main Street.
John Parrish and Lydia P. Mott were ministers.

through which he was passing were designed by In
finite Wisdom to qualify him for the work of the min
istry, to which he was called by the Great Head of the
church in the year 1647. His communications at first
were short, but impressive and powerful, and his chief
concern was to call their attention to the word or
spirit of God manifested in the soul, which he usually
designated by the expressive scriptural term, "the
true light that lighteth
the world."

every man that cometh into

During the years 1647 and 1648 in many places
meetings of Friends were gathered, who were led to
relinquish their dependence on outward observances,
and to receive with gladness the message of George
Fox, that " Jesus Christ teaches his people himself
through the influence of his light, spirit, and power."
Tne effect of his preaching was so great that many
ministers of note became able coadjutors with him,
and large meetings of Friends were established in
various parts of the kingdom, numbering about forty
thousand members. He held meetings at private
houses, by the roadside, on the hill-top, or on the
rocks, as well as traveled in Holland, Germany, and
America, exhorting people to " mind the light within."
He was frequently imprisoned for uttering what he
believed to be the truth.
At other times he was
stoned, beaten with clubs and Bibles, placed in stocks,
and sometimes committed to houses of correction.
He has left a journal, which, with many papers on
religious topics, are highly valued by Friends and
others. William Penn, who was long and intimately
acquainted with him, in his writings says, " He was a
man that God endowed with a clear and wonderful
depth, a discerner of others' spirits, and very much
the master of his own. And his ministry and writings
show they are from one that was not taught of man,
nor had learned what he said by study.
He had an
extraordinary gift in opening the Scriptures, but above
all'he excelled in prayer. The inwardness and weight

of his spirit, the reverence and solemnity of his ad
of his
words have often struck even strangers with admira
dress and behavior, and the fewness and fullness

tion, as they used to reach others with consolation.
Thousands can truly say he was of an excellent spirit
and savor among them, and because thereof the
most excellent spirits loved him with an unfeigned
and unfading love." He died on the 13th of the 11th
month, 1690, being then in the sixty-seventh year of
his age, having been a minister over forty years.

Friends' Meeting.—

Burlington
In most Friends'
Meetings after 1827 there was a separation ; such was
not the case with Burlington, as nearly all the mem
bers remained with the Orthodox branch.
After a

FRIENDS'

MEETINGHOUSE,

1845.

Among those who were members may be noted
Thomas Zell, Thomas Hopkins, Dr. Chas. Ridgway,
Empsom Haines, and Uriah Costell, who with their
families and others made the meeting number about
forty.
The meeting is now small.

St. Mary's Church— On the 13th of July, 1695,
"several persons in and about Burlington, together with
John Tatham, Edward Hunloke, and Nathaniel Westland," bought
a piece of land on Wood Street, near

burying-ground."

" Christian
Broad, for a
16th of September, 1702, this ground

On the
was enlarged,
and the whole fenced in. On the 29th of October the
missionaries, Keith and Talbot, reached Burlington.

Keith's "Journal"

says,

—

" November1, Sunday. We preachedat the Town-House, at Burling
ton (tlie Church not being then built), and we had a great Auditory of
diverse sorts, some of the Church, and some of the late Convertsfrom
Quakerism. Mr. Talbot preachedbeforeNoon, and in the
My text was John xvii. 3. Col. Hamilton, then Governorof West Jersey,
was present both Forenoon aud Afternoon, and at his Invitation, we
dined with him.
"Feb. 21,Sunday, 1702. preachedat Burlington, in West Jersey, on
Horn, x. 7, 8, 9 and, ,Feb. 22, baptized the wife of Mr. Bob. Wheeler
and his three children and five others: in all, 9 persons. He and his
wife had been Quakers, but are comeover to the Church."

I

I

I

On the 6th of March the land adjoining the " Chris
burying-ground"
on the south, being the lot on
the corner of Wood and Broad Streets, was bought by
tian

Nathaniel Westland, Robert Wheeler, aud Hugh
Huddy, as "ffeoffees in trust for the erecting of a
Church and other buildings, as occasion may serve
uses,"
for Charitable
"for the Sum of Twenty Pounds
of Currant Silver money within the Province."
On the 3d of May, 1703, Mr. Talbot writes : " was
at Burlington last Lady day, and after prayers we went
to the Ground where they were going to build a Church,
hope will be none
and I laid the first stone, which
other than the House of God and Gate of Heaven to
the People.
Coll. Nicholson, Governor here, was the

I

I
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as well as many more; and in
deed he has been the benefactor to all the Churches
God bless this Church
on this land of North America.
and let them prosper that love it. We called this
day."
Church St. Mary's, it being upon her

chief founder of this

Keith's " Journal" says, —

I

"August 22,Sunday, 1703. preachedat the New Church at Burling
ton,on 2 Sam.xxiii. 3, 4. My Lord Cornburywas present and many Gen
tlemen who accompaniedhim, both from New York, and the two Jerseys,
having iiad his Commissionto be Governorof Westand East Jersey,Bead
at the Town House there, some Days before. It was the first. Sermon
that was Preachedin that Church."

On the 2d of April, 1704, Nathaniel Westland,
Hugh Huddy, Robert Wheeler, William Budd, and
thirteen others sent a petition to England that the
"
Rev. John Talbot may receive orders to settle with
us, and indeed he is generally so respected by us that
we should esteem it a great happiness to enjoy him,
and we have great hopes God Almighty will make

him very Instrumental not only to confirm and build
u'siup in the true orthodox doctrine, but also to bring
Quakers."
many over from the
"Journal"
Keith's
has this minute:

clergy,
met in
signed,
of the

called to serve in the sacred Ministry of the Church.
We have been deprived of the advantages that might

& Inde
have been received of some Presbyterian
pendent Ministers that formerly were, and of others
that are still willing to conform & receive the Holy
Character for want of a Bishop to give. The Bap
Their presence is neces
of
Provinces to prevent
in
Councils
these
the
sary
the inconveniences which the Church labors under by
the Influences which Seditious Men's Counsels have
upon the public administration,
& the oppositions
which they make to the good inclinations of well-af
fected people. He is wanted not only to govern and
direct us, but to Cover us from the Malignant Effects
tized want to be confirmed.

some persons empower'd
against us who indeed want

that have been made by
to admonish and inform
admonitions themselves."

This address, with a letter commendatory of Mr.
Talbot, was sent by his hand to England. He re
"
turned to America in 1707-8, and acquainted us that
he had presented our humble Address to Her Maj
esty, and the other Letters that we sent, and that Her

.

Corporate."
were constituted a Body
In April, 1711, the church received from the Hon.
Col. Robert Quarry "the gift of a large silver Beaker
with a cover well engraved

Gospel, in which these are the opening words :
" The presence and assistance of a Suffragan
Bishop
is most needful to ordain such persons as are fit to be

of those misrepresentations

Lead, and Glass, and Pulpit Cloths, and Altar Cloths
for the Churches of Hopewell and Salem, which we
received by the hands of the Honorable Col. Robert
Quarry. He also brought us an Embossed Silver
Chalice and Patten, the gift of Madam Catharine
Flaxley."
Bovey, of
Jan. 25, 1709, a charter was granted to "The Min
ister, Church wardens and Vestrymen of the Church
Burlington,"
"
by which the Rev. Mr.
of St. Mary in
and Mr.
Robert
Wheeler,
Mr.
John Talbot, Rector,
George Willis, Church- Wardens, and Col. Daniel
Coxe, Lieut.-Col. Huddy, Alexander Griffith, Her
Majesty's Attorney-General, Jeremiah Bass, Her Majesty's Secretary of this Province, and sundry others

munion."

" Mr. Talbothas Baptized most of them who have beenBaptized,since
our Arrival among them, and particularly all the Children, both Males
and Females of William Budd, who formerly was a Quaker-Preacher,but
is comeover from Quakerism, to tho Church, with divers others of the
Neighbourhood,in the Country about the Town of Burlington,who come
usually to the Church at Burlington on tho Lord's-Day ; some of them,
S'x, Eight, aud some of them Ten, or Twelve Miles, and some of them
mjre."

On the 2d of November, 1705, fifteen of the
including several of the Church of Sweden,
Burlington, when an address was drawn up,
and sent to the Society for the Propagation

Majesty had been graciously pleased to give us Lead,
and Glass, and Pulpit Cloth, and Altar Cloth, and a
Silver Chalice, and Salver for the Communion Table
and a Brocade Altar Cloth, and that she had also sent

for the use of the Com

Oct. 29, 1712, Governor Hunter, in behalf of the
S. P. G., consummated the purchase, for "£600 ster
England,"
of " the mansion-house and
ling money of
lands" for a bishop's seat. This property a few years
before was described

as

" the Great and Stately Pal

ace of John Tateham, Esq., pleasantly situated on the
North side of the Town, having a very fine and de

lightful Garden and Orchard adjoyning to it." Its
domain of fifteen acres was bounded on the north by
the Delaware River, on the east by Assiscunk Creek,
on the south by Broad Street, and on the west by
what was afterwards called St. Mary's Street.
It was
" as level as a bowling green." The posts of its fences
were cedar, the covering of its roof lead, and there
were offices and a coach-house and stables, and every
appointment to make it at once the grandest and, for
want of purchaser, the cheapest establishment in
America.
A bill was ordered to be drafted to be
offered in Parliament for establishing bishoprics in
America, but before its introduction its great patron
Mr. Talbot, who for twenty
ess, Queen Anne, died.
years had been incessant in toils and importunate
in appeals for what he deemed the chief need of the

provinces, sailed for England in 1720, leaving the
parish with ex-Governor
Bass as lay reader.
Mr.
Talbot was absent two years and a half, and at some
time previous to the month of October in 1722 he'
was clandestinely consecrated to the office of a bishop
by Dr. Ralph Taylor, a nonjuring bishop, who had
been chaplain
to the Protestants of the court of
James II. in France. Returning to America the same
year, Talbot, on the 13th of July, 1724, made over for
the use of his successors, the rectors of St. Mary's

Church, forever, more than two hundred acres of land
which he had purchased with a legacy of £100 left
by Dr. Frampton, the deprived nonjuring Bishop of

BURLINGTON
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Gloucester.
Dr. Welton, consecrated at the same
time with Talbot, followed him in less than two years
to America, and it soon transpired that they were in
the episcopate.
Sept. 7, 1724, Talbot writes, " I preach once on Sun
day morn and Catechise or Homolize in the afternoon.
read the prayers of the Church, in the church, de

I

cently, according to the order of Morning and Even
ing Prayer, daily through the year, and that is more
than is done in any Church that
know, apud Ameri
canos."

I

In

1725,

Talbot was discharged from the service of

the S. P. G., and ordered by the Governor of the
province to "surcease officiating."
He died in Bur
lington,

Nov.

29, 1727,

universally

beloved and la

mented.

In 1730 the Rev. Robert Weyman became the rec
tor of St. Mary's, and remained so till his death in
1737.

Mrs. Talbot, the bishop's widow, died in Philadel
phia in 1731, leaving a will sealed with her husband's
seal, — a mitre with flowing ribbons, and a monogram
in script letters, "JOHN TALBOT."
On the 10th of May, 1738, the Rev. Colin Camp
bell arrived in Burlington as missionary and minister
of the parish.
In 1742 he founded the church at
Mount Holly, and served it together with St. Mary's.
His missionary rectorship continued until his death,
Aug. 9, 1766, a period of nearly twenty-nine years.
He was buried under the church.
On the 26th of July, 1767, the Rev. Jonathan Odell
was inducted into the rectorship of St. Mary's Church
by His Excellency William Franklin, Esq., Governor
of the province of New Jersey.
In 1768-69, Mr. Odell was the leading spirit in found
ing the Corporation for the Relief of Widows and Or
phans of Deceased Clergymen, and was its first secre
tary. In 1769 he enlarged St. Mary's Church by an
addition of twenty-three feet westward, placing a new
bell in the belfry, and silk hangings, furnished by the
"
wife of Governor Franklin, on the pulpit, desk, and
table."
In 1771 he resumed the practice of medicine,
for which he was originally educated, generously de
clining the salary from the parish till the debt for en
larging the church should be paid. At the outbreak
of the Revolution, as a subject of Great Britain and
a clergyman of the Church of England who had taken
" the oath of supremacy," he used all efforts to preserve
peace.
In October, 1775, two letters of his were
" Council of Safety," and
seized and referred to the
afterwards to the Provincial Congress, who declined
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dren, the youngest not five weeks old. The vestry, on
the following Easter, voted that his salary be continued
his

notwithstanding

their attachment.

absence, — a pleasing

During his ministry,

proof of
of

a period

nine years and five months, the parish register has
twenty-six closely-filled
pages of neatly and accu
rately kept records, the totals of which are : baptisms,
249; marriages, 122; burials, 131, — a very large ex

hibit.
From April, 1789, till April, 1793, the Rev. Levi
Heath was the rector, and from July, 1793, till Au
During the
gust, 1796, the Rev. Henry Van Dyke.
rectorship of the latter Burlington Academy was in
corporated, an English and classical school, which
was maintained

In September, 1796,
H. Wharton, D.D., was elected to
In 1799 a new parsonage was built

for thirty years.

the Rev. Charles
the rectorship.

on the corner of Broad

and Talbot Streets, costing
over twelve hundred and seventeen dollars. In April,
1803, the Society for the Propagation 6f the Gospel
deeded their fifteen acres of land in Burlington to St.

Mary's Church. In 1811 the church building was en
larged. In 1816 a Sunday-school was founded, mainly
through the exertions of Charles P. Mcllvaine, then
a youth of seventeen years, and subsequently and for
Dr. Wharton died in
forty years Bishop of Ohio.
1833, in the eighty-sixth

sixth of his rectorship,

year of his age, and thirtyand was succeeded by the

¦¦If
BISHOP DOANE.

to pass censure against him.
A few days after the declaration of independence,
Dr. Odell's parole was taken, restricting him to a cir

Rt. Rev. George Washington Doane, the newly con
secrated Bishop of New Jersey. In 1834 the church
was made cruciform by enlargement north and south,
and in December of that year solemnly consecrated

ber of her house from a party of armed Tory-hunters,
and in. the evening was placed in other lodgings,

In

cle within eight miles of Burlington. In December,
1776, he was hidden by a Quakeress in a secret cham

whence he escaped, leaving

his wife and three chil

of Almighty God by Bishop Doane.
Mary's Hall was founded. In 1846, Bur

to the worship
1837, St.

lington College was incorporated, and the same year
the corner-stone of a new church of stone was laid.
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1847 a parish school for girls was opened. In 1853
Aug. 10,
parish
school for boys was established.
a
1854, eight years after the corner-stone was laid, the
new stone church was completed and consecrated by
Bishop Doane, and daily morning and evening prayer

In

and the weekly celebration of the Holy Communion
was begun, and has been continued uninterruptedly.
In 1856, St. Barnabas' Free Mission Chapel was
opened. April 27, 1859, Bishop Doane died, being as

In January,
remarkable in his death as in his life.
1860, the parish was placed in charge of the Rt. Rev.
William H. Odenheimer, D.D., the newly consecrated
Bishop of New Jersey, and in September following

the Rev. William Croswell Doane, a son of the late
Bishop, was chosen to the rectorship, and an act of the
State was passed which was reported to the conven
"
tion as making St. Mary's the Cathedral Church of

In May, 1863, the Rev. Mr. Doane
the Diocese."
was succeeded by the Rev. Eugene A. Hoffman.
During the latter's brief rectorship often months the
parish debt of over nineteen thousand dollars was

paid, and a chime of bells ordered from England.
Mr. Hoffman was succeeded by the Rev. William
Allen Johnson, who held the rectorship for nearly six
years, during the earliest part of which the chime of
eight bells was placed in the tower, and a fund to
maintain a chimer was donated. These bells are pro

three other tablets were erected in the same venerable
building, one " in memory of Anne, widow of Bishop
Talbot;"
"in memory of Robert Weyman, second

;"

and the third " in memory of
Colin
these completing memorials to all
On Palm
known to be buried beneath this church.
Sunday, March 21, 1880, twenty young men, all com
municants and skilled in music, were formally in
" A Form for
stalled as vested singers, according to
Choristers," composed
by Dr. Hills,
the Admission of
it being the first service of the kind in America.
The most notable works of the guild during 1881
were the opening of a night school and a free read
ing-room.
A mural tablet of Caen stone, inlaid with
" in memory
brass, was this year erected in the chancel
Odenheimer,"
who
of the Rt. Rev. William Henry
departed this life in Burlington, Aug. 14, 1879, and
was interred in his family lot, to the east of the chan
cel, in the presence of a large number of bishops,
clergy, and laity.
diocese,"
Nov. 15, 1881, the "choir guild of the
rector of this church

Campbell;"

being the vested choristers from five parishes, and
numbering over a hundred voices, held its first festival
in St. Mary's Church, both services being choral
throughout.

On Palm Sunday, April

2, 1882,

Bishop Scarbor

the sweetest in tone of any in America.
Two maiden sisters, the Misses Mcllvaine, gave this

ough, aided by divers clergy, the vested choristers,
and a large congregation, consecrated the churchyard
as a cemetery, in accordance with a form composed

chime and its fund, as well as a large subscription to
the church debt, in all over twenty-two thousand dol
In August, 1870, the Rev. George Morgan Hills
lars.
"instituted" December 4th.
was elected rector, and
In November, 1873, a rectory was purchased on the

Since December, 1832, there have been one hundred
and twenty admitted to holy orders in St. Mary's
Church, including the consecration of Bishop Scar
borough.
There is probably no other church in this

nounced

northeast corner of Broad and Wood Streets, at the cost
of seven thousand dollars. During the winter of 1875-

which had fallen into decay, was
handsomely restored at the cost of six thousand dol
lars, and on February 2d it was formally reopened by
Bishops Scarborough and Odenheimer, with an Office
of Benediction prepared by the rector. In May follow
"
ing the Rev. Dr. Hills published a History of the

76 the old church,

Burlington,"

a large octavo of seven hun
dred and thirty-nine pages, for which he was made an
honorary member of the Historical Society of Penn
sylvania.
March 14, 1877, Dr. Hills prepared a con

Church in

stitution, and organized about a hundred leading par
ishioners, men and women, into a guild for all
branches of parochial work, which association was
subsequently incorporated under the laws of New

Jersey.

During the year

1878 legacies were received
objects amounting to upwards of nine
On Nov. 29, 1879, being the one
thousand dollars.
hundred and fifty-first anniversary of Talbot's death,
a mural tablet to his memory was publicly unveiled
in old St. Mary's Church, and presented to the vestry

for various

as the gift of the Hon.
Wallace, LL.D., president of the His
torical Society of Pennsylvania.
A few months later

of the parish by Dr. Hills,

John William

for the occasion by Dr. Hills.

The Rev. John
country which has such a record.
Dows Hills, the rector's son, is the assistant minister,
and the parish was never in greater prosperity.

William Henry Odenheimer, D.D., Bishop of
New Jersey, was born in Philadelphia, Aug. 11, 1817,
his father being John W. Odenheimer, a merchant of
that city.
After receiving preparatory instruction in
St. Paul's College, Flushing, under the Rev. Dr.
Muhlenberg, he entered the University of Pennsyl
vania, and was there graduated in July, 1835, hold
ing so high a place in his class that, though less than
eighteen years of age, he was chosen to deliver the
valedictory address. As a candidate for holy orders
he spent three years in the General Theological Sem
inary, New York, graduating from that institution in
June, 1838. In September, at the age of twenty-one,
he was ordained deacon by Bishop Onderdonk, of
and soon after married Anne D. R.
Pennsylvania,
Shaw, daughter of the late John R. Shaw, United
States navy, and descended on her mother's side from
Judge Berrien, the first supreme judge of New Jer
sey, appointed by the crown in colonial times.1
1 It was at the houseof Mrs. Odenheimer'sgreat-grandmother,Judge
Berrien's widow, near Princeton, that Gen. Washington wrote his furuwell addressto the army.

¦
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Soon after his ordination he became assistant to the
Rev. Dr. De Lancey, then rector of St. Peter's Church,
Philadelphia, and Bishop-elect of Western New York.
Three months later, April, 1839, when Dr. De Lancey
was consecrated bishop and vacated the parish to take
charge of his diocese, his young assistant was invited
to remain as officiating minister, and after holding
this position less than a year he was elected as Bishop
De Lancey's successor in the rectorship of this large
parish, with an intellectual congregation and a vestry
composed of men of culture and mature judgment.
When he reached the age of twenty-four he was or
dained to the priesthood by Bishop Onderdonk, in Oc
tober, 1841, and was instituted rector'of St. Peter's in
the same month.
Early in his administration of the
parish he established the use of the daily morning
and evening service, and St. Peter's was the first
church in this country to maintain a daily prayer,
and a weekly and holiday celebration of the Eu
charist, now so generally observed.
In 1859 the Diocese of New Jersey became vacant
by the death of Bishop Doane, and Dr. Odenheimer
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tion of the diocese he would retain, and in November
of the same year, when the primary convention of the
new diocese was held in Newark, Bishop Odenheimer
announced that he would choose the Diocese of
" Northern New Jersey" for his own.
The bishop's health being much impaired, he soon
after sailed for England, and after six months' ab
He re
sence returned greatly improved in 1875.
sided, in Newark for about two years, and then re
moved to Orange.
He was spending a few weeks in
Mendham for the benefit of his health when he be
" Riverside,"
his old
came worse, and was removed to
home in Burlington, now the residence of his daugh
ter and son-in-law, Mr. Henry B. Grubb.1
It was
thought then that he could live but a short time, but
to the surprise of all he lingered through months of

patient suffering until Aug. 14, 1879, when he peace
fully entered into rest, in the twentieth year of his
episcopate and sixty-third year of his age.
A minute reported at a special convention of the

was elected to succeed him.

Jersey,"
Diocese of " Northern New
after the death
"
of the bishop, says,
He was a cultivated scholar, an
eloquent preacher, a most industrious and painstaking

1859,

worker

On the 13th of October,
he was consecrated in Richmond, Va., where
the General Convention was then assembled, and at
once took his seat in the House of Bishops.

in many different fields.

His

contributions

the close of the convention he returned to Phil
adelphia to take leave of his beloved parish and

literature were many, and always valu
able.
In the councils of the church wise and
temperate ; in the management of his diocese seeking
peace always, and with all possible effort ; as a pas

friends, and removed to Burlington, where he took
possession of "Riverside," the episcopal residence of

tor, tender and devoted ; as a man, genial, affection
ate, and kind ; a Christian full of faith and confidence,

At

the Diocese of New Jersey.

The bishop at once began
He knew its history and
troubles, and had a deep sense of the responsibility
of the episcopate. In this highest office of the church
his work in the diocese.

he labored with such fidelity and success that he was
privileged before his death to see the old Diocese of
New Jersey divided into two, and each division of it
larger and stronger than the whole when he was
placed at its head.
About a year after his consecration an accident
(fracture of the patella) disabled him somewhat from
his full physical activity, but did not decrease his

Five years
energy in the performance of his work.
afterward he fractured the other knee, but even then
did not abate his arduous labors. After this, how
ever, it required great and resolute exertion on his

part to fulfill the work which he pursued so faithfully
until mortal disease imprisoned him for some months
before the close of his life.
During his episcopate he addressed himself not
alone to building up the church, but to quieting dis
sensions and uniting all in bonds of love and sym
pathy, and brotherly feeling and peace characterized
Bishop Oden
his administration from its beginning.
heimer zealously fostered the missions of the diocese,
The
and developed and multiplied the parishes.
See became too large for one bishop, and a proposition
to divide it was carried in the convention in May,
1874.

It devolved

upon the bishop to decide which por

to church

...

and imbued with the spirit of love towards man and
towards God ; a churchman decided, enthusiastic, and
yet charitable, he has entered into rest, followed by
the regrets of all who knew him, leaving us an ex
ample of Christian duty most earnestly and success
performed."

fully

First Saptist Church. — According to some records,
" a little" Baptist Church was planted in Burlington
in 1690, upon the lot in the rear of the present Bap
tist Church on Broad Street. From 1690 to about
1800 there appears to be no authentic record, although
there were many Baptists in this vicinity. Iu 1802
" standard of the Baptist faith" was permanently
the
established in this city under the ministration of the
Rev. W. A. Staughton.

During the incumbency of the Rev. Samuel Aaron,
preacher, a new church was built, in
1830, on the site of the present, and which was en
larged in 1850 at a cost of two thousand dollars.
Among the most prominent pastors of an early day
were the Revs. Kennard, Welch, Aaron, and Parma very popular

ley.
(the first) was organized in
The Sunday-school
"Sisters Bertha Ellis and Sarah B. Allen."
In 1871 the church's increase in numbers and pros
perity warranted the remodeling and enlargement of
1825 by

1 Bishop Odenheimerhad eleven children, of whom only two daugh
ters survive him.
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the house of worship to its present handsome propor
This was done at an expense of fourteen thou
tions.

The architect was D. S. Gendell, of
The master carpenter, John E. Pow
ell, and the head mason, Nathan Gaskill, were resi
dents of Burlington. The bell, weighing nearly one
thousand pounds, was cast at the foundry of Jones &
Co., Troy, N. Y.
Many years since, Mrs. Thomas Aikman, a devoted
member of the church, bequeathed to it the parson
age, No. 8 Pearl Street.
Rev. Evan Davis succeeded Rev. James E. Wilson
as pastor in the fall of 1878, and has recently re

sand dollars.

Philadelphia.

signed, leaving the church without a pastor.
During Mr. Wilson's incumbency the First Baptist
Church at Florence was organized, and the corner
stone laid by Rev. Evan Davis, Sunday, Dec. 7, 1879.
The "Spring Side" Sunday-school is also an out
growth of the church, and was founded, in 1858.

It

is under

the charge of Richard

Hillier

and E.

Stowell.

The membership of the church is nearly three hun
including the infant
The Sunday-school,
dred.
school, numbers over three hundred and fifty scholars
and about forty officers and teachers. For some forty
years the superintendent of the Sunday-school
was
Noah E. Wright, who was succeeded Dec. 19, 1880,
by E. Oliver. For nearly a quarter of a century Mrs.

has been principal of the infant school.
The present trustees of this church are S. Rogers,
J. Silpath, and Noah E. Wright.
Broad Street Methodist Episcopal Church.— The

La Rue

first sermon preached in West Jersey by a Methodist
preacher was by Capt. Charles T. Webb, at Burling
ton, in 1790, when the Broad Street Methodist Epis
copal Church was founded.
red,"
The first " little frame Meeting-House, painted
stood in the rear of the present spacious and substan
tial church, which, rebuilt in 1847 (a former edifice
having been erected in 1820), stands, as the first, upon
Among the many
the site of the old county jail.
pastors whose piety, zeal,\and ministrations endeared
them to their flock, the names- of the venerable Dr.
Porter, Dr. Lewis, Rev. Joseph Ashbrook, all resid
ing in this city, and Revs. Ballard and Relyea are

The present pastor is Rev. Amos
tenderly cherished.
M. North. The membership-is about 450.

The Sunday-school, which was founded in 1826 by
Mrs. John Porter, wife of the venerable Rev. Dr.
Porter, and Miss Catharine Wright, numbers some
Mr. J. P.
225 scholars and 43 teachers and officers.
Severns is the superintendent, and Mrs. Annie Phares
is the principal of the infant department, formerly
and for five years under the care of Mrs. J. B. Cherry.
The Sunday-schools,

known

as

" Shedaker's,"

"Stevensville,"

superintendent some seven years; the
" St.
under the management of Mr. Sanford ; and the
Mary"
Street, organized in 1860, by Amos Hutchins
and Lewis Gotta, and at present under the superin

tendence of Mr. C. H. Simpson, are all outgrowths of
the Broad Street Church.
The board of trustees is composed of C. Alcott,

T. H. Sprague,

J. F.

Rogers, C.
Reuben Vennel.

J.

A. Armstrong,

S. C. Hassenger,
Simpson, J. Budd Crammer, and
The stewards are H. Armstrong,

H.

J. P. Severns, J. T. Severns,
Aaron R. Kimble, William N. Nailer,
George D. Foot, D. W. Powell.
The membership of Broad Street Church is about
500. The church is valued at $18,000 ; the parsonage
William
Edward

H. Warner,
,

at $4000.

The First Presbyterian Church.— Over a century
and a half ago there were Presbyterians in Burlington.
The earliest gatherings of the present congregation
were held in a dwelling on or near the present site of
the Hope Steam Fire Company's house on High Street,
and later in the building known as the Philosophical
on East Union Street, opposite Mr.
Lecture-Room,
The permanent
William Gummere's residence.
organization

of the church was effected by the Second
Presbytery of Philadelphia, July 7,1836, with the fol
lowing members: Thomas Aikman, Luke Reed, An
Janvier,1
Rebecca Chester, Frances
drew Mearrs, Levi
M. Chester, Sarah R. Chester, Harriet O. Reed, and
A. Reed.
The first ruling elders were Rev. William Chester,
D.D.,2
Thomas Aikman, and Luke Reed.
The first building was erected in 1838, the sermon
at the dedication being preached by the Rev. A. Alex
The building, afterward
ander, D.D., of Princeton.
Charlotte

greatly enlarged and improved, is devoted to the use
of the Van Rensselaer Seminary. The present church
was erected but a short time after the building men
tioned above. It was enlarged in 1853, and was in
1865 thoroughly renovated and remodeled as it stands
to-day.
June 30, 1873, the corner-stone of a commo
dious brick chapel, designed by Mr. William
D.

Hewitt, architect, was laid in the lot in the rear of
the church.
The building was dedicated Jan. 6,
1874, the sermon being preached by the Rev. Charles
W. Shields, of the College of New Jersey. It is
divided into rooms for the older and infant classes
of the Sunday-school, and for the use of the pastor
April 6, 1867, the church took
and the librarian.3
fire from one of the heaters, but the flames were ex
tinguished before serious damage was done.

Aug. 2, 1826, the church made out a call addressed
to the Rev. Cortlandt Van Rensselaer, who was or
dained in 1834 by the West Hanover Presbytery in

near

Beverly, founded by Rev. Dr. Lewis, and now under
"Scott,"
some three
the care of Mr. C. Cross; the
miles from this city, and under the charge of Mr.
Bowen, and of which the late Joel Rakestraw was

1 Afterwards missionaryto India, and assassinatodthere.
2 In accordance with the practice of the church in
Scotland, which
permits a ministor without a pastoral charge to become a
ruling elder
iu the congregationwithin whoso bounds ho resides.
» The builder wasMr. Elwood Connor.
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Virginia, to whom they looked as the soul of the en
terprise, and to whose hands they wished its interests
committed for guidance and support :
" We
do earnestly call and desire you (Cort

...

landt Van Rensselaer) to undertake the pastoral
office in this congregation, promising you in the dis
charge of your duty all proper support, encourage
ment, and obedience in the Lord ; and that you may be
free from all worldly cares and avocations we hereby
promise

and oblige ourselves to pay to you the sum

of one hundred dollars in regularly quarterly pay
ments during the time of your being and continuing
the regular pastor of this church."
The meeting at which this call was made out was
held in the Philosophical Lecture-Room, in Union
Nearly

a year afterwards,

June 29, 1837, the
Presbytery met to install Mr. Van Rensselaer as pas
tor of the church.
In the record for May 13, 1840, a list of forty-three
Street.

members is found, nearly fivefold the number at the
beginning.
At that date the pastoral relation was
dissolved, and the church was obliged henceforth to

look to others for the discharge of the active duties
of the pastorate, but advice and assistance were al
ways gladly rendered by the father and founder of
the church until his death in 1860.
March 22, 1867, the elders and deacons met in joint
session to take suitable action with regard to the
death of Rev. John P. Robins, "a dearly-loved min
ister of Christ, known and trusted by this whole

community."

It was resolved that the church be
draped in mourning for thirty days, and the follow
ing record was made in the session-book :
" Fell asleepin Christ Jesus,
March 20th,1867,
The Rev. John P. Robins,
A faithful laborer of Christ in this Congregation,
And the Faithful Friend
of the Poor, the Sick, the-Fatherless and tho Widows
of this whole community.
In Pace."

The funeral services were conducted on Sabbath
Six clergy
afternoon, March 24th, in the church.
men were present, and Rev. E. B. Hodge preached a
sermon in commemoration of the dead. The elders
and deacons acted as pall-bearers, and the children of
the Sabbath-school

escorted the body to and from
early the officers of
the church accompanied, the remains to the train,
and they were borne away to be laid a few miles from
Snow Hill, on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. Rev.
John P. Robins, whose labors of love throughout the
the church.

The next morning

city and country adjacent endeared him to a singular
degree to all denominations and classes of people, re
sided in the large edifice next to the Belden House,
now occupied by the Burlington coffee-house and free
reading-rooms.

Two other ministers

(not

pastors)

have

died at

and one abroad whose history has been con
nected with this church, — the venerated Dr. William
home
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Chester, who died in Washington, May 23, 1865, and
was buried in Philadelphia; Rev. J. K. Johnston,
who died in this city on the 16th of June following ;
Rev. Levi Janvier, who was assassinated in

and

India.

On the 7th of June, 1867, the Session " resolved that
a marble slab be procured and inserted in the rear

wall of the church, over the pulpit, in memory of
Cortlandt Van Rensselaer, to whom under God the
church owes its existence."
The slab, prepared iu
inscription
Mount Holly, bears this
: <
"In
Memory of
Corti.anot Van Rensselaer,
The Beloved Founder, First Pastor, and life-long Father and Friend of
this Church, who fell asleepin Jesus, July 25th, 18G0."

Dr. Cortlandt Van Rensselaer was not only the
of the church and its lifelong father and

founder

friend, but nobly bequeathed an amount for the pur
chase of the present " manse" for the free use of the
minister in charge, and also for the support, enlarge
ment, and improvement of the church school, which,
established under his personal supervision and patron
age, and taught in the session-room of the church by

Miss Anna Price, with the help of her sister Rebecca,
was taken on the 22d of February, 1853, by request,
under the care of the Session. Dr. Van Rensselaer
died in 1860, leaving in his will a certain sum of
money, the interest of which was to be appropriated
to the enlargement, improvement, and support of this
cherished school.
It was with a view to further his
designs, and to fulfill the duties arising from having
the responsibility of this fund, that the proposal was
made on the 19th of April, 1866, to enlarge the ses
sion-room, in which the school was held, by extending
it to the fence in the rear, and adding a wing for a
class-room, an improvement that was accomplished at
a cost of about five hundred dollars.
Other needed
improvements and alterations have been made from
time to time, and from the first the institution has
been in the hands of able managers and instructors.
The school was entirely reorganized in 1875, and ar
rangements were made to carry pupils through an ad
vanced course to graduation, presenting to parents
the opportunity of having their children thoroughly
educated at a moderate cost, and under the best relig
ious influences.
The present accomplished princi
pal, Miss Helen M. Freeman, and associate principal,
Miss S. A. Rule, have brought to the school the ad
vantages of a thorough New England education, and a
long experience in successful teaching. The successive
classes of graduates bear constant testimony to the
thoroughness of the training which they have received.
Professor George W. Hewitt has been identified with
the seminary as instructor of music since its reorgani
zation, and continues with unabated zeal in the work
so prominently established his name during
a long term of years with musical education in Bur

which has

lington.

Mrs.

Emma

C.

Hewitt is the successful
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teacher of vocal music in the school. The institution
bears, in grateful remembrance of its founder, the
name of the Van Rensselaer Academy.
Since Dr. Van

Rensselaer's resignation, May 13,
following pastors have served the church :
Rev. Shepard K. Kollock, from Sept. 15, 1842, to
April 23, 1846 ; Rev. R. B. Westbrook, from Oct. 28,
1852, to Oct. 10, 1854; Rev. F. R. Harbaugh, from
Nov. 1, 1854, to Sept. 28, 1858 ; Rev. John Chester,
from Sept. 14, 1859, to Feb. 20, 1864 ; Rev. Edward
B. Hodge, from April 28, 1864. Besides these there
have been three stated supplies,'to wit: Rev. EliphaJet Bosworth, from Aug. 11, 1840, to Nov. 30, 1841;
Rev. T. L. Cuyler, from Nov. 1, 1846, to September,
1849 ; Rev. John B. Ripley, from March 14, 1850, to
1840, the

Junel,

1852.

The church has established two missions, which are
in a flourishing condition.
The first of these was at
Bustleton, in Florence township, in 1864 and 1865.
The latter is known as the East Burlington Mission.
As early as 1868, Mr. F. P. F. Randolph established
cottage meetings there, assisted by Mr. Walters and
others. The erection of the extensive foundry by the
firm of McNeal & Archer in the vicinity, and the
consequent increase of the population, led to fur
ther and more active church work in the spring of
1879.
On March 19th a preliminary meeting was held
under the auspices of the Young People's Association

of the church, in the house of Charles Terry (Jones
Street and Railroad Avenue), and the ensuing Sab
bath a Sabbath-school was organized, with Mr. Wil
liam H. Boyd as superintendent, which position he
filled with great credit to himself until his removal
from this city in 1879.
The present superintendent
is Mr. F. P. F. Randolph, and the number of schol
ars has increased from twenty-six to one hundred and
ten, with nine teachers. In 1877 a very eligible lot
road and Jones
purchased, and the present beautiful
chapel, with spire and bell, was erected and dedicated
November 15th that year. The plans were drafted
by William D. Hewitt, and the contract was awarded
on the corner of the Bordentown

Street

was

to James Wilson.
The Sunday-school

to present time; George W. Edelman, Dec. 7, 1852,
to May 24, 1854; Isaac Deacon, Dec. 7, 1852, to Nov.
9, 1858 ; Isaac A. Shreve, May 28, 1854, to June 4,
1858; George Dugdale, May 28, 1854, to June 1, 1855;

John P. Robins, Nov. 18, 1860, to June 27, 1866;
John Rodgers, Nov. 18, 1860, to March 5, 1865;
to' present
Francis P. F. Randolph, July 1, 1866,
time ; Charles A. Walters, July 1, 1866, to present
time; Charles G. Milnor, July 1, 1866, to Feb. 22,
Rev.

1869;

Samuel

Chapman,

April

3, 1871,

to present

time; E. F. Partridge, April 6, 1874, to 1879; James
Latta, April 6, 1874, to present time; H. Churchman,
March 25, 1881, to present time.
The deacons have been the following: John Rodgers,
Jan. 22, 1849, to Nov. 13, 1860; Isaac A. Shreve, Jan.
22, 1849, to May 28, 1854; George Robinson, Jan. 22,
1849, to April 22, 1850; Charles G. Milnor, Nov. 13,
1860, to July 1, 1866 ; Francis P. F. Randolph, Nov.
13, 1860, to July 1, 1866 ; James Latta, July 6, 1866,
to present time; A. F. Wilmans, Oct. 4, 1866, to May
4, 1868 ; William F. Le Roy, Nov. 2, 1868, to present
time; Horace Churchman, Dec. 21, 1870, to present
time; William H. Long, March 25, 1881, to present
time ; William C. Wescoat, March 25, 1881, to present
time.
St. Paul's Roman Catholic Church.— St. Paul's
Church was founded by Rev. Father Ahern, of Phila
delphia, in 1849.
Among the incorporators were J.
Judge, William Tracy, Michael and James Fitzpatrick, John Conroy, and John Egan.
'A
barrack, converted into a house of worship, suf
ficed the purposes of the congregation until 1856,
when increased
warranted

membership and added prosperity
the erection of the present neat edifice,

which

was built by Elwood Conner, carpenter, and
Larzelere, mason.1
Among former pastors were Rev. Fathers Kirwan,
Lane, and Balch. Eev. Father S. Pattle has been pastor
since 1876.
The church has been signally prosperous

J.

under his management, now numbering between 500
and 600. The Sunday-school has 120 scholars and 10
teachers.
A parochial school, under the charge of

under

the Order of St. Franciscus, is attended by nearly 100
pupils.
Archbishop Corrigan and Vicar-General H.
Doane, of Newark, and the resident pastor are the
clerical trustees, and James O'Neil and Thomas J.
'
Morris the lay trustees.

The former superintendent of the
Sunday-school, Mr. F. P. F. Randolph, after occupy
ing that position nine years, was placed in charge of
the Sunday-school on the East Burlington mission in

Union Methodist Episcopal Church.— This church
was organized March 11, 1853, some sixty persons
going out from the Old Broad Street Church, and
starting a second society.
The movement was under
the direction of Rev. I. N. Felch, presiding elder of

connected with this church is

the superintendency of Mr. H. Churchman.
There are over two hundred scholars, more than onehalf of whom are in the infant department, over
which Miss Lydia Stokes has presided during the last
ten years or more.

1880.

ruling
Rev. William

The following have served the church
elders

during

the periods

named:

as

July 7, 1836, until his death ; Thomas Aik
man, July 7, 1836, to May 17, 1851 ; Luke Reed, July
April 3, 1853 ; Frederick Scofield, Dec. 5,
7, 1836, to
Chester,

1839, to

JJec.

3, 1840;

Aaron Hutchins, Oct. 19, 1845,

Burlington District. The first board of trustees was
composed of the following persons: William Stone,
Budd Sterling, James Sterling, Joseph Kerlin, Samuel
Foot, William R. Deacon, Joseph Parrish. At first

1 The church was enlarged and renovatedin tho fall of
1S80,and the
interior handsomely painted aud decorated.
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the members assembled for worship in the present
Odd-Fellows' room on East
Union Street, and sub
sequently in a building formerly used as a cocoonery,
and which stood on the site of the present church.

The corner-stone of the Union Methodist Episco
pal Church, corner of Union and York Streets, was
laid Aug. 16, 1853, by Bishop Waugh, Revs. Joseph
Ashbrook, I. N. Felch, P. E., J. K. Burr, pastor, A.
K. Street, John S. Porter, and Father Neal partici
pating in the services.
The church was dedicated March 15, 1854, Bishop
Waugh officiating in the morning, aud Dr. D. W.
Bartine in the evening.
Rev. W. E. Perry partici
pated in the service. The neat chapel in the rear of
the church was built during the pastorate of Rev. L.
0. Manchester, and dedicated January, 1874, by Rev.
Henry Warren, D.D., now bishop. The following
clergymen have served the church : Rev. J. K. Burr,
1853 and 1854; Rev. J. S. Heisler, 1855 and 1856;
Rev. J. Stephenson, 1857 ; Rev. R. J. Andrews, 1858
and 1859; Rev. G. C. Maddock, 1860 and 1861 ; Rev.
C. K. Fleming, 1862 and L863; Rev. C. R. Hartranft,
1864; Rev. Edson Burr, 1865 and 1866; Rev. W. V.
Kelley, 1867 ; Rev. G. B. Wight, 1868 ; Rev. George
1869; Rev. John Warthman, three months,
1870 ; Rev. J. Y. Dobbins, nine months, 1870 ; Rev.
A. Cann, 1871; Rev. L. 0. Manchester, 1872 and

Reed,

Rev. A. M. Lake, 1874 and 1875; Rev. William
Pittinger, 1876; Rev. C. R. Garrison, 1877 and 1878 ;
Rev. J. A. Dilks, 1879 and 1880.
The present pastor
is Rev. N. J. Wright, who is (1882) on his second

1873;

year.

The church property is valued at twelve thousand
dollars ; the membership one hundred and forty.
The present trustees are G. V. Lewis, Eleazer Horner,
John McNeal, Edmund Rue, B. R. Ivins, Dr. Jo
John Pettit, Henry Lowden, Charles
Ettinger.

seph Parrish,

The Sabbath-school in connection with this church
was founded by W. R. Deacon in 1852 ; G. V. Lewis
is superintendent.

Barnabas'

Episcopal
Protestant
(Free)
Church. — This church was formerly a mission of St.
Mary's Protestant Episcopal Church.
It received its
St.

name from the fact that its corner-stone was laid on
Barnabas'
St.
day, June 11, 1858, by its founder,
" pelican" window was a gift
Bishop Doane. The
from the bishop, and the bell a gift from Miss L.
of Mrs. G. W. Doane.
Cleveland, granddaughter

This bell, which weighs three hundred pounds, is in
scribed, "Praise the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not
all his benefits, who saveth thy life from destruction.
Barnabas' Free Mission Chapel,
Christmas, A. D.,
St.
holiness."
1861. O worship the Lord in the beauty of
Rev. R. L. Goldsborough, the present rector, has

been serving the church about fifteen years. His pre
decessor as parish priest was Right Rev. William C.
Doane, now Bishop of Albany, well known as the son
of George Washington Doane, Bishop of New Jersey,
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This church numbers about thirty-five families, one
hundred and fifty individuals, and one hundred and
seventeen communicants.
The number of baptisms
administered in St. Barnabas' Church by Rev. Mr.
Goldsborough has been nine hundred and eighty-one.
He has married over one hundred couples, and offi
ciated at the funerals of more than two hundred
people.

The present (1882) officers of this church are as
follows : Wardens, Dr. E. S. Lansing and T. S. Car
son ; Vestrymen, L. Leason, E. S. Forbes, J. Hen

J.

drickson,
Johnson, Dr. E. S. Lansing, and H. C.
Goldsborough.

The African Methodist Episcopal Bethel.— Prior
to the erection, in 1836, of the present neat Bethel
Church on Pearl Street, the members assembled for
worship in a little building on East Union Street, near
Stacy. The organization was founded in 1830 by Rev.

John

Cornish, and now numbers about seventy-five
members. The present pastor is Charles H. Green.
Some of the former pastors have been Revs. Davis,
Woodlin, Bowyer, and Witten. Rev. Benjamin Jack
son, a local preacher, often officiates. The Sundayschool is in a flourishing condition.

The African Methodist Zion Church.— The Zion

Wesley Church, on High Street, above Federal, was
founded in 1862.
The pastor is Rev. A. Jackson.
There are some seventy members, and a Sundayschool numbering about eighty.

The Second Baptist

(Colored) Church.— This

church was founded in 1863 by some colored people
of the Baptist faith, assisted by members of the First
Baptist Church.
The house of worship on Clarkson

Street was formerly a school-house. The organization
numbers about twenty members, and the pulpit is
supplied from Camden, Revs. Moses Wilcox and An
drew Turner officiating.

The Ebenezer Methodist Church.— The Ebenezer
Methodist Church was founded in 1879 by Rev. Eben
ezer B. Mann, of Woodbury, N. J., in whose honor
it was named, and who is the present pastor. This
church has about twenty-five members, and nearly

the same number of scholars in its Sunday-school.

Cemeteries.—

Mary's

Cemetery. — This is
S^.
one of the oldest burial-places within the city limits.
Just when the first interment was made we are at this
late period unable to state.
It contains many graves
without headstones, while others are marked by rudelycut stones, of
the inscriptions.

time and storms have obliterated

The following epitaphs are copied

verbatim :
" Here Lyeth the body of Geo. Willis, who departed this
life March
years."
7th, 1713,aged 67
" In memory of John Tomson, who departed this life
February ye
6th, 1726,aged 18 years and 6 months."
of
Thomas
memory
Clark,
who
'In
died 22d day of June, Anno
Domini, 1731,aged37 years and 4 months."
" In memory of W. Berdell, who died Aug. 21st,1746. In
the 44 year
age." '
of his
" In memory of Gabriel Labland, who departedthiB
life the 6th day
years."
of October,a.d., 17GG,nged 6C
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Reminiscences and Sketches of Distinguished
People. —The following interesting reminiscences of
distinguished
people who were identified with the
past history of Burlington, as residents or otherwise,
are extracted from the historical address of Henry
Armitt Brown, previously referred to in these pages.
After speaking of Burlington as a city " whose life
illustrious,"
peaceful

has not been more
he continues, —

than her sons

"From the beginning to the end,in timps of the colony, the province
and the State,it has always beenthe 6ame. Here were the famousprint
ers, Bradford,1the pioneer, aud Isaac Collins, who published the first
Jersey newspaper. Here dwelt Judge Daniel Coxe,who planned a union
for the coloniesfull thirty years ere Franklin thought of it, and half a
century beforethe Revolution.2 Here came Elias Boudinot, the presi
dent of Congress,to pass the evening of his well-spent life; and in the
spaciousgarden of his housesomeof you may have seen his daughter
and her friend, those venerable'women who had borne the names of
William Bradford aud Alexander Hamilton. Here, on a Saturday morn
miles,'
ing, weary with walking 'more than fifty
clad 'in a workingdress,'
stockings,'
li is 'pockets stuffedout witli shirls and
a boy of seven
teen camotrudging into town. Nobody noticed him, except to smile,
perhaps,save an old woman,who talked to him kindly and sold him
ginger-bread. Years afterward lie came again to print the moneyof the
province and become he friend of all the great men who lived in Bur
lington, for by that time the world had begun to hear of Benjamin
Franklin. Two other boys belong to Burlington. Born side by side,
beneathadjoining roofs, . . . both becamesailors, but of different desti
nies. The elder,3after a brief but brilliant life, fell in disastrousbattle
on the deck, with the immortal cry on his lips of 'Don't give up the
ship!'
The younger4 lived to a green and vigorous old age, to make
(those Jersey namesof Fenimore and Cooperfamousforever in American
literature. Count this array of native and adopted citizens: Ellis and
Stockton and Dutton aud Sterling and Woolman and the mysteriouB
Tyler; Franklin, the Tory Governor,aud Temple,his accomplishedson;
Samuel Smith, the historian, aud Samuel J. Smith, the poet; William
Coxe, the pomologist,and John Griscom, the friend of learning ; Shippen and Cole in medicine,and Dean aud the Gummeres iu education;
Bloomlield and Mcllvaine and Wall in politics, and at the bar, Griffith,
Wallace, Reed, two generationsof the Mcllvayies, and four of the name
of Kinsey, and those great masters of the law, Charles Chauncey and
Horace Binney. Read the long list of teachersof religion, — name the
deadalone: Grellet and Cox and Haskins and Mott aud Dillwyn among
Friends, and in the church, Talbot, the missionary, the witty Odell, the
venerable Wharton, the saint-like Mcllvaine, and that princely prelate,
memory.6. . . seethe brilliant
the most imposing figure of my boyish
Wall, tho rough and readyEngle, the venerableGrellet,Allin, your mayor
for a quarter of a century, the little form, too small for such a heart, of
"William Allinson, the white head of Thomas Milnor, the well-adorned
face of Cortlandt Vau Rensselaer, and the splendid countenance,and

I

I

1 There seemsto be some doubt as to whether Bradford was ever a
residentof Burlington, as appearsfrom a uote to another portion of Mr.
Brown's address.
etc.," published
2 In the prefaceto his " Desciiptiun of Carolana,
in
London in 1722.
3 Capt. James Lawrence.
* J. Fenimore Copper.
GBishop Doane.

John Tatham and His " Great and Princely
Palace." — July 23, 1881, in excavating a trench in
Tatham

Street for the purpose of laying a water-

main, the workmen struck some four feet below the
level of the ground, and running parallel with the
trench about forty feet, the east wall of the cellar of

John Tatham, erected by him
In 1689, John Tatham,
for his occupancy in 1690.
an Englishman of wealth and culture, purchased of
Dr. Daniel Coxe fourteen acres of land in Burlington,
the once residence of

embracing that section of the city bounded on the
north by the Delaware, on the east by Assiscunk
Creek, on the south by Broad Street, and on the west
by St. Mary's Street. The residence referred to was
described in 1698 as "the great and stately palace of

John

Tatham,

Esq.,"

and no doubt

it

was the most

imposing dwelling in the country at that time. Its
distinguished
proprietor was prominently
identified
with Burlington's leading interests. At the first townmeeting, in 1694, he was honored by election to the
office of recorder. When, years after his decease, his
country-seat was divided by streets one was named

in honor of his memory. Though surrounded with
all the elegancies and refinements of life at his time,
he was permitted to enjoy the fruits of his labors
only little more than a decade, for he died in 1701,
and his widow did not long survive him. In 1712 the
guardians of the children of John Tatham disposed
of his entire estate in Burlington to the English So
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel for six hun
dred pounds.
The subject of making Burlington a
See had been warmly agitated by churchmen, and

" great

palace"
and stately
was purchased as a
fitting home for an episcopate. It is thought that
had Queen Anne lived, her interest, so strongly mani
fested in the church in America, would have gratified
the earnest desire for a bishop, but her death de
feated the long-cherished hope of the church.
Bit
terly disappointed in its anticipated occupancy and
the

unable to find an honest and proper custodian of the
residence with its broad acres, far too expensive for
the average tenant, the society permitted it to so far
deteriorate in value that in 1723 it had become " a
sheep's cote and play-house;" and in
order to save it
from utter ruin had it repaired thoroughly and placed
in the care of a good and honest churchman.
Refer
ring to the house after its restoration, a correspondent
of the society wrote that it was "as well finished and
furnished"
as he ever saw
adding, "The Governor
of New Jersey
coming to reside here for
month
or so." Ill luck, however, seemed to
attend the propFrederick Brown.
All died in the service of their country in the late
war.
where.)

a

belong.

Banuet, and Van Rensselaer,on such a day as this you, too, shall be
remembered3"7

it,

The Union Street and Broad Street Methodist Epis
copal Church cemeteries are of a more recent date, as
These
also the Baptist and Catholic cemeteries.
burial-places
contain many graves, and are all well
kept up by the various denominations to which they

I

manly form of him— the friend of many here—whose name do not dare
trust myself to speak!° And you, too, friends of my boyhood's days,
you young defendersof my country's honor,—Grub, Chase, Barclay,

is

" Here lies the Body of William S. Keeles, who departed this life ye
years."
22d day of January, Anno Domini, 1768,aged G7
" In memory of John Gallagher, who departedthis life April 15,1785,
aged 53 years.1'
" In memoryof Jacob Shedaker who departedthis life Nov. 19th 1786,
aged 40 years."

7 D
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erty. In 1748, owing to neglect to have the chimney
" the great and stately palace" caught fire,
swept,
and with its contents was entirely destroyed. Thor
oughly disheartened, the society did not rebuild it.
When the property passed into the ownership of St.

Mary's Church, the fourteen acres was but a bare and
treeless common, of which since its division and im
owns some valuable lots. Of
Tatham nothing is known in
Burlington, where the street named as a memorial to
him through whose former domain it passes alone
memory.1
remains to perpetuate his

provement the church
the descendants of

John

The Pioneers of the Burlington Smiths. —
"Daniel Smith, of Bramham [England], was twentysix years of age when he landed in New Jersey in
1691.
He was accompanied by his younger brothers,
Joseph, aged twenty-five, and Emanuel, a youth of
twenty-one years of age.
Of these, Joseph married

-
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milling, the surveying, clearing, and opening by roads
of their many miles of woodland property. But for the
activities of the more enterprising and of the younger
branches there was also found scope in the thriving
trade then carried on from Burlington to the West
Indies.
A3 time went on and land was cleared and
sold off we find some of the lines of their descend
ants more exclusively
interested in law and land
titles or engaged in farming, while some branches of

their
descendants, pushing
energetically
West India commerce, become wealthy merchants.
Richard was himself a doctor, but the occupations of

Samuel's

his descendants varied between the learned professions
and mercantile pursuits, similarly to those of his
brother's lines." 3

Bishofs McIlvaine and

Doane.— "The Rt.

Catharine

Rev. Charles Pettit Mcllvaine, D.D., LL.D., D.C.L.,
Bishop of Ohio, was certainly one of the most dis
tinguished prelates in the Episcopal Church.
He

member of the Church of England, and left descend

was born at the northwest corner of Broad and Main.
His father, the senator, was a son of Col.
Joseph Mcllvaine, of the Revolution.
His wife was
a daughter of Dr. William Coxe.
cannot condense

Lynch, by whom he had one son, also
named Joseph, who died unmarried.
By this event
The elder Joseph Smith
his line became extinct.
Emanuel2 married Mary Willes, a
died in 1730.
ants.

He died in

1720.

Of

Samuel, who followed

1694, J. Sansom says, 'Samuel Smith, sometimes
member of Assembly for the city of Burlington, and
much respected in his public capacity as a man of prin
ciple and conduct, was of a mild and benevolent dis
position, rather inclined to retirement, yet no stranger

in

either to the duties or the pleasures of society, and
regretted.'
The
his early decease in 1718 was much
Jersey' gives
'
a short account of him,
History of New
'

In 1718 died Samuel Smith, one of the
members of Assembly for Burlington. He had sought
happiness in the quiets of obscurity, but being against
as follows :

his inclination called to this and other publick stations,
reputation.'
he passed through them with a clear
youngest
of the Bran"Richard Smith (third), the
ham brethren, followed the others eight years later,

He was
1699, being then twenty-five years of age.
Dr. Richard
by profession a doctor of medicine.
Smith married Anne Marshall, and left numerous
descendants. He was early in the eighteenth century
in

'

appointed by mandamus from the king one of His
Jersey,'
Majesty's Council for New
in which office he
continued for twelve years. . . . Dr. Richard Smith

died in 1750, at the age of sixty-six.
" The family profession in the lines both of Daniel
and Samuel Smith was for several generations that

of the Jaw. To this they added the various occupa
mining,
farming,
tions of extensive landholders,
1 Condensedfrom a communication to the Episcopal Registerby R. B.
Carter, of Burlington. Since the article in question was written work
men have struck an old well and the butts of a willow, perfectly Bound,
beyond the end of the wall mentioned.
Manuel,"
Smith married Mary, daughter of George
2 Emanuel, or "
Willis, a churchwarden of St. Mary's Church, and becoming a member
of that church was himself elected churchwarden in the yctrs 1713grounds is in part derived by deedfrom Dr.
15. The title to the church
. Jonathan Smith,

Streets.

I

into a note any expression which would convey to
those who never knew him the place which Bishop
Doane filled in Burlington between 1840 and 1859.
' Riverside'
was an Episcopal palace, filled always with
distinguished men from home and abroad, amongst
whom the -host was an acknowledged chief. Burling
ton College was in the beginning of an apparently
St. Mary's Hall was a successful in
flourishing life.
Mary's
stitution.
St.
was the cathedral church of the
diocese, and on every occasion — ecclesiastical, col
legiate, social, political, on commencement day, at
Christmas, on the Fourth of July — the bishop was a
prominent and fascinating figure.
shall never for

I

I

get the wondering admiration with which
used to
look at him, and the fascination of his manner — for
no one had the gift of charming the young more than
he — lingers with me still."4

and the Original of
James Fenimore Cooper,
the renowned American novelist, was a native of Bur
lington.
In a published letter, dated 1844, he said, —
" I was born in the last house but
one on the main
street of Burlington as one goes into the country.

J. Fenimore

One

Cooper

of His Characters—

There are two houses of brick, stuccoed, built together,
the one having five windows in front and the other
four, the first being the last house in the street. In
this house dwelt Mr. Lawrence, my old commander,
Capt. Lawrence's father, and in the four-window house
father."
my
The date of Cooper's birth was Sept. 15, 1789. His
father's name was William Cooper. William Sorsbv,
an eccentric, once resident

of Burlington, of whose

3 From "The Burlington Smiths, a Family
Smith. Philadelphia, 1S77.
* Henry Annitt Brown.

nistory,

by R. Mor. is
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was

a

gallant and distinguished

sailor."2

Drs. Shippen, Cole, and Dean— The

Gum-

3

'

a

where St. Mary's Hall was afterwards erected, were
all men whose names ought not to be forgotten. Bar
baroux and Benoist were Frenchmen of family and
fortune who settled in Burlington after the troubles
Both of these families lived on the
in San Domingo.

John Michael Hauckel was the principal of
bank.
talents,'
academy.
said Rev. Dr. Wharton,
His
the
order.'
He died
in his epitaph, were of the first
In an humbler walk in life were
at twenty-nine.
Aikman, the sexton and undertaker, Ben
and Capt. Jacob Myers, of the 'May
well-known character.
"John Cox, John Hoskins, Richard Mott, and
George Dillwyn were eminent as preachers. Stephen

Thomas

Shepherd,
flower,'

a

Grellet had an extraordinary life; born a nobleman,
he escaped from France during the terrors of 1793, and
Vide his life,
became a missionary among Friends.
published by Benjamin Seebohn, London. He was
man of excellent talents and great purity and benevo

He lived in Main Street, next the alley
called Library Street, opposite Governor Bloomfield's.
Friend Grellet
When
was known that perhaps
preach,'
would
there were many of the world's
people at the meeting.
have heard him, and recall
lence.

'

I

tall, slender figure, speaking with strong French
accent, and with French rather than Quaker warmth
and vehemence."4

Allen — Allinson — Milnor — Van Rensse
laer—Brown. — " William R. Allen was
strong
a

man in every sense; he made himself felt in the
community in many ways. The name of Allinson
David Allinson was a pub
honorably remembered.
lisher, and Samuel a brewer William J. was a drug
gist and apothecary.
He was active in all that con

is

a

'

it

'

'

a

a

James remained at
Puddington, in Bedfordshire.
Burlington but
short time, settliug in 1678 at Chi
On the
chester, or Marcus Hook, in Pennsylvania.
8th of the 6th mo., 1679, he married, at Burlington,
Honour, the daughter of William Clayton (one of the
Yorkshire purchasers and passenger with his family
Podingin the 'Kent'). He lived on his place, called
ton,'
on Chichester Creek, until 1705, when he gave
to his son William and removed into the wilder
ness.' He died at Nottingham, Penn., in 1716."
Senator McIlvaine— The Wallaces— Bowes
Reed— Bloomfield McIlvaine— Frederick En
gle.— "Joseph Mcllvaine was United States senator
in 1820. Joshua Maddox Wallace, also at one time
judge of the pleas of Burlington County, was a very
distinguished man, the co-worker of Mr. Boudinot in
He was the father of another
the Bible Society.
well-known lawyer, John B. Wallace, and the grand
prominent in
father of two others whose names are
literature,—John William Wallace,
American legal
Supreme
lately the reporter of the United States
Reed
Bowes
Wallace.
Binney
Horace
and
Court,
brother of Gen. Joseph Reed, Washington's
was
Joseph Mcllvaine was also distin
aide-de-camp.
guished at the bar, and the father of Bloomfield Mc
llvaine, whose early death alone prevented his taking
Frederick Engle,
the front rank in his profession.
who died as rear-admiral of the United States navy,

ralty before the Revolution, and Andrew Allen, the
grandson of Chief Justice Allen,
most accom
man,'
plished
at one time British consul at Boston,
but after 1812 a resident of Burlington, in the house

;

His father, whom
born on the 27th of 3d mo., 1656.
Wm. Dewsbury had converted in 1654-55, died in
1662, before which time the family had removed to

" There are many other names which one might
Sam
speak of, and which ought to be remembered.
uel Emlen, Elihu Chauncey, who lived where the
college stands to-day, Charles Read, judge of admi

'

a

novelist may have been his ruin, for he died at last
poor-house."
pauper in the county
"James Browne, the fourth son of Richard and
Mary Browne, of Sywell, in Northamptonshire, was

Emlen — Chauncey — Read — The Allens —
Barbaroux and Benoist — Hatjckel — Cox —
Hoskins — Mott — Dillwyn and Grellet. —

'

is

will:

famous reputation

a

hereby forewarn all Printers not
to Print any lies about Him, for He has been Belyed
enough in His Life, so that there
no occasion to
!" some
"
Dead."
poor
Sorsby
Alas,
when
Bely Him
one has written, "that positive trait in his character
which attracted the special attention of the observant
Sorsby's

Gummere's schools had
ago."
years
forty

in the history of education.

it

"I

it,

"Judge Temple"

a

nothing is known, is the original of
in'Cooper's novel "The Pioneers."
"
That the press was open to criticism in the days
yore,"
and as degenerate, perhaps, as in this age
of
we quote the last clause in
some critics regard
descendants

a
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others on oratory, geography, etc., are. honored names

greatly

well

to the community.
Ibid.

as in
endeared him
He was a very distin-

it,

be called the founder, as

*

Ibid.

edge and zeal.
Thomas Milnor was another excel
lent man whose name should not be forgotten.
Of
the Rev. Dr. Cortlandt Van Rensselear all Burlingtonians have pleasant memories.
His activity in all
good works, outside of his church, of which he may

3

Henry Armltt Brown.

2

1

Dr. Na
Askew, in Ellis Street, at the end of Broad.
thaniel W. Cole was an excellent citizen and a phy
experience.
James Dean,
sician of great skill and
in Vermont Univer
Mathematics
LL.D., Professor of
on astron
sity, John Gummere, the author of works
of
omy, surveying, etc., and Samuel R. Gummere,

a

the house

great
cerned the good of Burlington, and was
benefactor of the library and other institutions.
He
had much literary taste, and great antiquarian knowl

meres.—" Dr. Edward Shippen lived many years in
occupied for nearly fifty by the late Joseph

Ibid.
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guished

minister in the Presbyterian Church, and a
man of great learning and culture.
Frederick Brown,

of Philadelphia, built his house, called " Summer
Home,"
in 1847, and made it his place of refuge from
the cares of an active life, as laborious as it was sin
gularly useful, until his death in 1864. Here were
the extensive graperies filled with well-selected vines,
the orchards of dwarf pears, the rare plants and
flowers, and the choice trees in which he took such

genuine delight, and which must ever be associated
in his children's minds with the memories of a per
fectly happy

childhood."

1 . . .

Ellis — Stockton — Dutton — Griscom — Allen
— Milnor — Sterling — " The Mysterious Ty
ler." — " Charles Ellis, Samuel Stockton, and Thomas
Dutton were prominent citizens in Burlington half a
ago.
The latter, in connection with John
Griscom, LL.D., W. R. Allen, and Thomas Milnor,
was active in founding the public schools, and the
names of all of them are honorably borne in Bur
lington to-day.
James Sterling was a famous mer

century

chant; his store, at the corner of Broad and Main
Streets, was known from Sussex to Cape May. James
Hunter Sterling is remembered as the benefactor of
the library, to whom we owe the handsome building.
Richard Tyler was an accomplished Englishman of
wealth, and evidently of rank, who settled in Bur
lington early in this century.
There was some mys
It
tery about his life which has never been solved.
has been conjectured that he was a relative of Warren
Hastings." 2

their Country. — " There

Some who Died for
are other names which ought to be remembered, but
those of Isaac Parker Grubb, Richard Chase, Mark

Wilkes, Collet Barclay, Francis Baquet, and Cortlandt
Van Rensselaer, Jr., love especially to recall. They
all died in the active service of their country during
the Rebellion.
Three of them ' with their bodies
bore the brunt of battle, and after a short and quickly
decided crisis of their fate, at the height of glory, not
of fear, yielded up their lives.' Of all it is true that,
in those other words of Pericles, ' they laid down
their bodies and their lives for their country, and
therefore, as their private reward, they receive a
deathless fame and the noblest of sepulchres, not so
much that in which their bones are entombed as that
in which their glory is preserved, to be had in ever
lasting remembrance on all occasions, whether of
speech or action.' "3

I

Daniel

of prom
Burlington.
of
residents
He
inence among the early
made the first authorized map of the town in 1096,
the.original copy of which is on file in the office
Burlington seems to have
of the surveyor-general.
Leeds was

a surveyor and a man

rapidly during the first few years of its
existence, and Leeds to have kept abreast of all im
provements.
The meridian and latitude of the town
advanced

1 Henry Armitt Brown.
11

•¦Ibid.

3 Ibid.
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were assumed for the basis of calculations

for an

almanac, the title-page of which Was as follows :
" An Almanac for the year of the Christian account,
1687, particularly respecting the Meridian and Lati
tude of Burlington, but may Indifferently serve all
places adjacent.
By Daniel Leeds, student in Agri

culture.
Printed and sold by William Bradford, near
Pro. Anno, 1687."
Philadelphia, in Pennsylvania.
Samuel Jennings emigrated from Cole's Hill, in
Buckinghamshire,
England, and located at Burling
ton in 1680.
Soon after his arrival he built himself
a large brick dwelling, which stood on the bank of
the Delaware, and was removed only a few years
since.
In this time-honored domicile the Yearly
Meetings of the Frien-ds of Pennsylvania and West
New Jersey were held for several years. Jennings
was a recommended

minister

some four or five years

before he left his native land, and was highly appre
ciated as such there. Soon after his arrival, Edward
Byllinge, the proprietary Governor, appointed him
his deputy, in which capacity he served up to 1683,
when he was chosen Governor for one year by the
Assembly of New Jersey, and subsequently rechosen,
serving continuously until his removal to Philadel
phia in 1692.
His abilities were highly appreciated
Soon after he moved to the prov
by William Penn.
ince he was appointed to the commission of peace

in the city of his adoption. About that time the con
troversy with George Keith arose, in which Samuel
Jennings was much engaged on behalf of the society.

In the early part of 1694 he sailed for London as a
respondent on the appeal of Keith to the London
Yearly Meeting, in which body he ably vindicated the
cause of his American brethren from the aspersions
of their detractors. Soon after his return from Eng
land he again took up his residence in Burlington.

In 1702 the crown of England, to which the govern
ment of New Jersey had been transferred by the pro
prietors, appointed him a member of the Provincial
Council; and in 1707, the year preceding his death,
he filled the office of Speaker of the Assembly, in
which position he distinguished himself by a bold
and fearless opposition to the arbitrary misrule
the bigoted Lord Cornbury, with which the people
the colonies of New York and New Jersey became
dissatisfied that they determined to send an appeal

of
of
so

to
Queen Anne for the Governor's removal. Samuel Jen
nings had the credit of writing the address which

was forwarded to the home government, and by so
doing he incurred the great displeasure of Cor,ubury,
who is reported to have declared Jennings the most
impudent man he ever knew.
However, the address
had the desired effect, and Lord Cornbury was recalled
Jennings'
in 1708, the year of
death.
Proud, the

historian, wrote that "Samuel Jennings was worthy
of memory, and endowed with both spiritual and
temporal wisdom; was suppressor of vice and encourager of virtue." ¦ He was one of those rare indi
viduals in whom was concentrated a variety of qual-
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ifications and mental endowments, by which, uuder
the sanctifying power of truth, he was made eminently
useful to his fellow-men, both in his ministerial1 and
civil capacity. He did more than any of his cotemporaries in organizing the civil government of West

Jersey. At his death he left three daughters, but no
sons to perpetuate his name. Sarah Jennings, his
eldest daughter, married Edward Pennington,
who
was the youngest son of Isaac Pennington, an emi

nent citizen of London, a man of letters, who wrote
Edward's
in defense of Quakerism.
extensively
mother,

when

Isaac

married

her,

was the

widow

of Sir William Springett, a military officer. Sir Wil
liam left one daughter, — Gulielma Maria Springett,
who afterwards was the first wife of William Penn.
There were two children, —William and Letitia Penn.
The second wife of William Penn was Hannah Callowhill, who bore John Penn, the only American-bern

child of William Penn, and Richard Penn. Edward
Pennington, the half-brother of Gulielma Penn, was
surveyor-general of Pennsylvania
until his death in
He left one son,
1701, two years after his marriage.
Jennings'
second
Ann, Samuel
Isaac Pennington.
daughter, married William Stevenson in 1706, and
the same year Mercy, the third daughter, married
John Stevenson, brother of William.
Early Marriages in Burlington. — One of the
earliest marriages was that of Robert Zane, of Salem,
to Alice Alday, of Burlington, in Burlington Meeting,
in 1678. The bride was the daughter of an Indian
chief. Robert Zane purchased lot? in Salem of the
proprietor, and was one of those who organized the
Friends' Meeting there in 1676. He is mentioned as
About 1680 he pur
having been an artisan in wool.
chased a large tract of land near the head of New
Creek, within the Irish tenth, and removed
thither.
He was considered the pioneer of the New
town

town Meeting, and was elected to the Legislature in
1682 and 1685.
He was twice married, and had issue
One of his greatby both wives, dying in 1694.
grandsons went to Ohio, then a territory, and became
the founder of the town of Zanesville.
In 1680, Thomas Fairman and Elizabeth Kinsey,
Thomas Borton and Ann Borton, daughter of John
Borton, and Freedom, son of Richard
and Mary Curtis were married ; in 1681,
son and Hannah, daughter of William

Lippincott,

John Wool-

Cooper; in
Snowden and Ann Barrett, and Seth
Smith and Mary, daughter of John Pancoast, sheriff
of London tenth; in 1685, William Satterthwaite to
1682,

John

" late

Ollave"

servant to Thomas
; in
Ann Bingham,
Joseph and
1714, John Cox and Lydia, daughter of
Lydia Cooper ; in 1731, William Borton and Deborah

Hedge, and John Cripps and Mary Eves ; in 1734, Jo
White,"
and Rebecca
siah, "grandson of Christopher
Foster,

" sister of

Samuel Abbott's

wife."

Stevens Station.— Stevens Station, a railway sta
tion and hamlet in the northern part of the township,
freighteast of Burlington, contains ten dwellings, a

The
depot, a canning-factory, and a pickle-factory.
Station.
Oakland
was
known
as
locality
formerly
. The pickle-factory of Henry Cooper was established

The business is conducted in three build
1866.
ings, twenty feet by twenty, thirty-two feet by sixty,
During the sea
and forty feet by sixty respectively.
son Mr. Cooper uses about eight thousand bushels of
cucumbers.
The pickles are put up in tubs, halfin

barrels, and barrels, and sold in the Philadelphia
markets.
In 1873, Mr. Cooper erected a building thirty-eight

feet by one hundred, and two stories high, in which
he established a canniDg-factory, the average product
of which is four thousand cans per day. His special
ties are asparagus and tomatoes, and during the can
ning season one hundred hands are employed.
Hotels, Early and Later.— Among the early hotels

keepers of Burlington was Benjamin Sheppard, who
kept an inn near the wharf called the Steamboat Hotel.
This hotel was known by the traveling public far and
near, and was a place of much life and gayety in former

times. After a reign of nearly half a century Mr.
Sheppard disposed of the hotel, since which time it
has had numerous occupants and undergone many

The present occupant is Albert Haines.
Michael Hays built a hotel at the corner of Main
Street and Delaware Avenue about 1830.
He carried
on the business for several years, when, becoming tired
of public life, he disposed of the property.
It is now
occupied by William Tablor.
The Exchange Hotel, on the corner of Main and
Union Streets, was built many years ago for a store
house, and later it was converted into a hotel. Among
the occupants of this house have been one Shaw, BostThe house is
wick, Ezekiel Allen, and A. D. Kelley.
now under the able management of R. Schenck Sutchanges.

phin, who has carried on the business for some time.

This house takes its rank among the leading hotels of
the city.
The Belden House, on the corner of Broad and Main
Hotel,"
Streets, occupies the former site of the "City
which was erected in the early part of the present
and was kept

for many years by Samuel
is pleasantly located in the centre of the
city, and is carried on by Charics H. Belden.
The Washington House, another hotel of ye olden
century,
Rogers.

It

times, is located on Main above Broad Street, Benja
min W. Atkinson being its worthy host.
BURLINGTON
AT DIFFERENT DATES.
1698.—
In the "History of West Jersey," by
In
Gabriel Thomas, printed in London in 1698, twentyone years after the first settlement by the English,
though probably written somewhat earlier, Burlington
Countrey,"
is mentioned as " the chiefest Town in
that

and thus described :
" And a fine Market-Totru It is, having several
faireBkept yearly In it *
likewise well furnished with good store of most necessariesof humnne
support,as Bread,Beer,Beef and Port; as also Btt'terand Cheeseof which
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they freight several vessels and send them to Barbadoesand other
islands.
"There are very many fine statelyBrick-Housesbuilt, and a commodiowsDock for Vesselsto comein at, and they claim equal privilege with
Burlington fur the sake of antiquity, though that is the principal place,
by reasonthat the late Governor Cox, who bought that Counlreyof Ed
ward Billing, encouragedand promotedthat town chiefly in settling his
Agentsand Deputy-Governors
there (thesamefavors are continued by the
New WestJersey Society,who now manage matters there), which brings
their assembliesand chief courts to be kept there, and by that meansit
has becomea very Famous Town, having a great many stately BrickHousesin it (as I said before),with a delicate,great Market-House,where
they keep their market ; it hath a noble and SpaciousHall over head,
where their Sessionsis kept, having the prison adjoining to it. Like
wise, in the said Town, there are very many fine Wharvesand large
Timber-Yards, Mall-Hotises, Bake-Houses,and most sorts of Tradesmen
(whoso wages are upon the same foot with the Pennsylvanians) viz.:
Cloth-Workers,who make very good S'-rges,Druggets, Crapes,Cambists
(part Silk or Worstedand part CameVs-Hair),and good Plushes,With sev
eral other WoollenCloathes,besideslinen.
" There are many fair aud great Brick-Houses on the
outsideof the
town, which the gentry have built there for their Country Houses,beBidesthe great and stately palace of John Tab-ham,Esq., which is pleas
antly situated on the north side of the town, having a very fine and de
lightful Gardenaud Orchardadjoining to it, wherein a variety of Fruits,
Herbsand Flowirs —as Roses,*Tulips,July Fhncers,Sun-Flowers(that open
and Bhut as the sun rises and sets,thence taking their name), Carnations
and many more. There are kept alsoin this FamousTown severalfaires
every year; and as for provisions,viz.: Bread, Beer, Beef, Poik, Cheese,
Butter, and most sorts of Fruit, here in great plenty, and very cheap;
all thosecommoditiesare to be bought every market-day.
" A ship of four hundred tons may sail up to this Town,in the river
Delaware,for myself have been on board a ship of that burthen there;
and severalfine ships and vessels(besidesGovernorCox'sown great ship)
have been built there.
" There are also two handsomebridges to comein and out of the town,
called London and York bridges. The Townstandson an island, the tide
flowing quite around about it. There are watermenwho constantly ply
their whey boats from that town to the city of Philadelphia, iu Pensilplaces."
vania,and to other

I

Leeds' Map.— By Daniel
As Represented by
"A
Mapp
map of Burlington, called therein
of the Streets and Lotts of Land laid out in the town
L.," appears
it
1696, by D.
of Burlington, Anno
that the following streets had then been opened : High
Leeds'

Street, Broad Street, Pearl Street, Wood Street, Talbot
Street, Ellis Street, Washington Street, York Street,
St. Mary's Street, Tatham Street, Federal Street, and
None of these were laid out farther
Green Street.
than the limits of the island proper, which was the

territory embraced in Old Burlington. Some were
Only
laid out only part way through the town-plot.
Broad Street, High Street, and York Street were

The others are above designated
The location of
" London" and "Yorkshire" bridges was shown ; also
of the landings at and just west of the foot of High
Friends' meeting-house on the east
Street; also of the
High
Street, north of Broad, the site ever since
side of
occupied by the house of worship of that church.
In 1803. — The following was printed in Wilson &
Blackwell's paper in the summer of 1803. It was
contributed by James Craft :
named on the plan.

as they have since become known.

length— three" The Island
of Burlington, in this State, (a mile in
quarters in breadth) containing in the year 1789,one hundred and sixty
housesand 1100inhabitants—in 1797two hundred and fourteen houses,
aud 1714inhabitants, and now 180J, there are 282 houses and 2256in
habitants. The houses are generally built within half a mile of the
Delaware. The societies of Friends, Episcopalians, Methodists and

103

Baptists have spacious and neat buildings fur public worship. There
are also two Academies,a Free School, whicii educates25 poor children,
a City Ilall, with a Town Clock, Market-House, Public Library, incor
porated iu 1743,a Jail, Brewery, and Nail Manufactory."

The number of houses in each street was desig
nated as follows : " 89 on High Street, 54 on Pearl
Street, 37 on Broad Street, 29 on Delaware Street, 18
on Yorkshire Street, 13 on Wood Street, Stacy, Union
and Federal each 9." On Creek there were two on
;

Ellis' Alley, five ;
Talbot, one ; on Ellis, three ; on
on Smith's Alley, three. There were a few others, the
aggregate in all parts of the town being two hundred
and ninety-four, an increase of forty-nine since 1800,
when the. aggregate was two hundred and forty-five.
Three houses were built in 1803, — Lucy Bishop's, on
High Street; William Collins', on Pearl Street; and
John Deacon's, on York Street. In 1804, Mrs. Lea
built a house on Delaware Street, Mr. Boudinot and
Mr. Mcllvaine each one on Broad Street, and Mrs.

—-

Moore, Charles Stockton,
Armstrong, and
Reeves each one on Wood Street.
In 1832. — In Gordon's " Gazetteer and History of
Jersey" appears
New
the following notice of Burling

ton township and city : " In 1832 the township con
tained, including the city, 575 taxables, 145 single

men, 6 stores, 2 fisheries, 2 grist-mills, 1 ferry, 24 tan
vats, 1 distillery for cider, 14 coaches and chariots, 2
two-horse stages, 27 dearborns, 57 covered wagons, 9
chairs and curricles, and 30 gigs and sulkies, and it
paid State tax, $373.45 ; county tax, $1292.16, and
$1000."
township tax,
1842.—
Barber & Howe's " Historical Collec
In
Jersey," published
tions of New
in 1844, describes
as follows.
It is probable the notice was
penned a year or two earlier:

Burlington

" It contains about 500 dwellings, and about
3-200inhabitants, of
whom 300are colored. It has placesfor divine worship as follows : 1
Methodist Episcopal, I of the Society of Friends (Orthodox), 1 Baptist,
1 Protestant Episcopal,1 Presbyterian, and 2 meetiug-houseBof people
of color. It has also a city hall and market ; an arsenal; a lyceum be
longing to an incorporated companywhich originated iu 1835; a valu
able and ancient public library ; a humane societyfor the recovery of
drowned persons; an hospital; two large beneficial Bocioties,one
formed on the principle of total abstinencefrom all intoxicating drinks ;
a large temperance society; two Dorcas societies; a vigorous and
highly commendablesocietyinstituted in the year 1796,and since in
corporated,called ' The Friendly Institution,' and composedchiefly of
ladies,for the private relief of distress, and having for its motto the
line,—
' To spare the modestblush, to give unseen.*
" The city is supplied with the purest of water by
an Aqueduct Com
pany (incorporated A.D. 1804), which obtains its Bupplies from some
springs on high ground in the neighborhood. The city also owesmuch
to an incorporated Meadow Company,which has stopped out the tide

and convertsthe marshes into excellent meadowB. It has a celebrated
boarding-school,conductedby CharlesAtherton, successorto John Gum
mere and Samuel Aaron ; also St. Mary's Hall, a large and magnificent
boarding-Bchoolfor girls, delightfully locatedon Green Bank, under the
exclusive direction of the bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
this State. There is in the city a free school,chiefly maintained from
the rents of Matinicuuk, or Burlington Island, given for that purpose
by act of Assembly, Sept.28,1082.. . . There are also a schoolendowed
by the Societyof Friends, a number or commonschools for wh'te, and
one for coloredchildren. There is a large and flourishing steam gristand saw-mill. There are three Are companies. The Mechanics' Bank
of this place doesa goodandsafebusiness,audin public estimationranks
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among the first in the State. There are four physicians, several prac
ticing attorneys,a considerablenumber of well-conductedand well-sup
plied stores,devotedto general merchandise,ono large drug-store,and
several mainly devotedto that business. Shoes are extensively manu
factured. The number of mechanicsis large, and these are nearly all
pledged to total abstinence, together with many other inhabitants,
which addsto the moral tone for which this city has ever been remark
able. . . . The regulation of the city is intruBted to a mayor, recorder,
and three aldermen, appointed by the Legislature, and six Common
Councilmon,annually elective. It is a place of summer resort on nccount of its salubrity. The harbor is good(. The Camden and Amboy
Bailroad passesthrough one of the principal streets,and by meansof
this and the numerous steamers plying on the Delaware, great facili
ties are afforded for communication with Philadelphia. . . . The river
shore is occupied by handsome residences,and the promenadein front
Bauk,'
of these,called *Green
is of surpassingbeauty, and is justly the
admiration of all visitors, and of passengersin the steainei-B."

1860-82.— To-day Burlington takes rank with the
and progressive of the smaller cities
of New Jersey. Its convenient location between
Philadelphia and New York, its ready and rapid
communication
with Philadelphia by rail and by
w'ater, and with New York by rail, its numerous in
dustrial enterprises, the fine agricultural- country of
which it is the commercial centre, its religious and

most enterprising

educational

advantages, and the energy, enterprise,
and thrift of its citizens generally, all combine to
render it one of the most desirable places for residence
and for business to be found in the section.
During the past twenty years the growth of Bur
lington has been steady, aud during the past ten years
rapid, until to-day it has a population of about eight

It

enjoys a healthy

trade with the sur
rounding country in New Jersey and Pennsylvania,
and is a shipping-point for large quantities of produce

thousand.

wares of various kinds.
It con
tains numerous handsome residences, churches, and
public buildings, conspicuous among which is the
opera-house of Mr.- James H. Birch, completed in
and manufactured

This building is eighty by one hundred and
eighty-five feet, has a stage fifty by fifty feet, and will
1878.

seat twelve hundred people.

The names and something of the histories of men
of prominence and influence who have made Bur
lington their home at different times are given else

where. It may not be uninteresting in writing of the
Burlington of the present time to record that the
family of Gen. U. S. Grant lived in 1864 and 1865 in
the house on Wood Street now the home of Shippen
Wallace, Esq.
The quick advancement

and present and prospec
tive prominence of Burlington are due chiefly to the
introduction of the various manufacturing interests,

which render it a veritable hive of industry from early
morn till close of day during every working-day in the
year. While it contains many residentsof wealth and
high social position, it is the abiding-place of an army
of toilers, who gather and disburse money, which goes

to quicken the pulse of trade and hasten the advance
of general prosperity and progress, and it is confi
dently asserted that the advancement of the past is
but a promise of that which is to come.

SKETCHES.

BIOGRAPHICAL
JAMES

W.

WALL.

James W. Wall was the only son of Gen. Garret D.
Wall, of the city of Burlington. He was born in the
city of Trenton on the 20th day of May, 1,820. He
was graduated at Princeton College in the class of
1838; entering upon the study of law, he was ad
mitted to practice as an attorney in 1841, and as a
counselor-at-law in 1844.
Upon his admission to the bar, Col. Wall com
menced to practice in Trenton, and resided there
until 1848, when he removed to Burlington. In 1850
he was elected mayor of Burlington, and held that
office for several years. He was the Democratic can
didate for Congress from the Second District in 1856

In January, 1863, he was elected by the
Legislature to the United Stares Senate to fill the
vacancy caused by the death of Hon. John R. Thom
son. While a member of the Senate he delivered
and 1858.

several able speeches upon the measures then pend
ing before that body, notably those upon the habeas
corpus suspension and the indemnity bill.

Had Col. Wall but followed his profession, there
can be no doubt but that the gift of eloquence with
which he was endowed would have gained him emi

nent success as a pleader, but his stronger taste for
caused him to devote his time and talents
to literary pursuits.
His researches and labors cov

literature

ered a wide field, and he gave much thought to the
history and science of government.
No man was
more familiar with the history of despotism and the
struggles and sacrifices civil liberty had cost, and he
viewed with aversion and misgiving any
encroachments of power beyond the line within which
legal and constitutional
restrictions had confined it.
It was this feeling, honestly entertained and fear
lessly avowed, that made him the victim qf an unjus
therefore

tifiable act of tyranny during the late war. A letter
written by Col. Wall, severely criticising the sup
pression of certain newspapers by Montgomery Blair,
then postmaster-general, caused his arrest and con
finement for a brief period in Fort Lafayette by
order of Secretary Seward.
In literature Col. Wall was ever active ; in 1855 he
published an interesting volume entitled " Foreign

Etchings,"
Europe.

the result of an extensive tour through
For years he was a regular contributor to

the Knickerbocker Magazine,- he also occasionally
contributed
to Bentley's Magazine, and the article
published in 1855 in the Edinburgh Review on the
" Curiosities of the Roman Catacombs"
was from his
pen. Many of his addresses on public occasions
have
been published.
Col. Wall was also a constant writer
for the press.
In 1868, Col. Wall

removed
where he died in June, 1872.

to Elizabeth
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BURLINGTON TOWNSHIP AND CITY.
EDWARD

BURD

GRUBB.

Edward Burd Grubb was born at Mount Hope
Furnace, Lancaster Co., Pa., on the 27th day of De
cember, 1816. He was the son of Henry Bates Grubb,
an ironmaster, owner of the Mount Hope and Mount
Vernon Furnaces, and part owner of the Cornwall
iron ore mines in Lebanon County, Pa., which
mines he inherited from his grandfather, Col. Peter
Grubb, who purchased them from William Penn.
Col. Peter Grubb commanded the Second Regi
ment of Pennsylvania Associators

in the war of the

Revolution.
Mr. Grubb was descended from Revolutionary stock
on both sides, as his grandmother was Mary Shippen
Burd, daughter of Col. James Burd, one of the officers
on Gen. Washington's

staff.

He was educated at York, Pa., and his father dying
when he was twelve years old, he was called at an
early age to take the management of a large estate,
which he did with great energy and ability. He
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was born Nov. 13, 1841, in Burlington, N. J. His
father, a native of Lancaster County, Pa., an ex
tensive miner of iron ores and manufacturer of pig
iron, died Aug. 27, 1867, at Burlington, where he re
sided many years. His mother, a daughter of Isaac B.
Parker, of Carlisle, was also a Pennsylvanian by birth.
Gen. Grubb received his preliminary education in
the grammar school of his native city, and matricu
lated in the college, from which he graduated with

In response to President Lin
first honors in 1860.
coln's call of May 3, 1861, he entered the service as
second lieutenant of Company C, Third Regiment
New Jersey, going into camp at Camp Olden, near
Trenton.
June 28, 1861, the three New Jersey regi

The
ments reported to Gen. Scott at Washington.
July the Third Regiment formed one
following
of the reserve regiments, and participated in the
first battle of Bull Run. At Fairfax after the bat
tle of Bull Run, the Fourth New Jersey Regiment

built the Manada

was added, and the whole force (First Brigade) was
placed under command of Brig.-Gen. Philip Kearney.
When Gen. Kearney took possession of Manassas,

some time in the iron districts of England.

The
and assigned to Company D, Third Regiment.
brigade being soon after attached to the First Divis
ion of the First Army Corps, embarked from Alex

and Codorus Furnaces, and oper
ated them and those at Mount Hope and Mount
Vernon, together with two forges, successfully.
In the year 1835-36 he visited Europe, and spent
Return

ing to this country he introduced and was the first to
successfully use the heating of blast for iron furnaces.
He married Euphemia Parker, daughter of Isaac
B. Parker, at Carlisle, Pa. In the year 1840, having
purchased the country-seat of Horace Binney, Esq.,
on the banks of the Delaware, in the city of Burling
Shortly afterwards,
ton, N. J., he removed thither.
on account of impairment of his health, he retired
from active business.

While in Belgium, on account of his commanding
presence and soldierly bearing, the king of the Bel
gians offered him the position of commander of the
guards.
He was a deep reader and thinker, and of a
quiet, dignified, and retiring disposition ; a member
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, trustee of Bur
lington College, Burlington, and a member of the

Philadelphia

Club, the

Union

League,

and

the

Athenaeum, Philadelphia.
During the late war he contributed liberally in
money and in personal efforts to the raising and
equipment of troops, and to providing for the wants

of the families of those who had enlisted.
He died on the 27th day of August, 1867, at his
residence on the Delaware, at Burlington, deeply re
gretted by all who knew him.
He left four children,
— Gen. Edward Burd Grubb, Henry Bates Grubb,
Charles Ross Grubb, and Euphemia Parker Grubb.
A fourth son, Isaac Parker Grubb, had died in front of
Petersburg, Va., on the 11th of August, 1864, while
adjutant of the Thirty-seventh Regiment New Jersey
Volunteers.
GEN. E. BUBD

GRUBB.

Gen. E. Burd Grubb, ironmaster, of Beverly, N. J.,
son of Edward Burd and EuphemiaB. (Parker) Grubb,

Lieut. Grubb

was

promoted

to a first lieutenancy,

for the mouth of the York River ; Gen.
being assigned a division, Col. Taylor the
and Lieut. Grubb on Col. Taylor's staff,
where he remained until the death of that officer.
At the battle of Gaines' Mills, on June 27th, the
New Jersey brigade, numbering two thousand eight
andria

Kearney
brigade,

hundred, had left to answer roll-call but nine hun
dred and sixty-five. The brigade was encamped near
White Oaks Creek, directly between the fire of the
rebels and the Union forces, when the former, with
six pieces of artillery, commenced a galling fire.
The Jersey troops quickly formed in line, and Lieut.
Grubb was immediately sent to Gen. Slocum's head
quarters, in the face of the enemy's fire, for orders.
Not finding Gen. Slocum he returned, but orders
being imperatively necessary he gallantly repeated
his dangerous

ride, this time being successful.

At

Bull Run bridge, Gen. Taylor, without either cavalry
or artillery to support him, bore the brunt of the
battle, being nobly sustained by his men ; but the day
was lost by the Union forces, and Gen. Taylor fatally
wounded.

"Stonewall" Jackson said he had rarely seen a body
of men who stood up so gallantly in the face of such
overwhelming odds as Gen. Taylor's command. After
in which Gen. Kearney was killed and
Jackson repulsed, Gen. Pope withdrew the army to
their intrenchments on the south bank of the Poto
mac, the First Brigade resuming its old position at
Here Col. Torbert succeeded Gen.
Camp Seminary.
Taylor, and Lieut. Grubb was assigned to a position
the battle

on his staff, having previously refused promotion as
captain of Company B. Subsequently Col. Torbert's
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brigade

distinguished
themselves in the charge at
Crampton's Pass of the South Mountain, Md., where
they annihilated Cobb's legion, and drove the rebels
from the defenses, capturing the position, Sept. 14,
1862, Lee retreating across the Potomac, leaving his
dead on the field.
The enemy lost fifteen thousand
men. The Fifteenth and Twenty-third Regiments

were added to the First Brigade, and on November
23d, Lieut. Grubb was promoted major of the latter
regiment, and on the 26th of the following month
was again promoted lieutenant-colonel
of the same.
December 12th the brigade crossed the river to take
part in the battle of Fredericksburg,
.but being un
supported was compelled to withdraw.
Col. Torbert,

in his official report, states that "Maj. Grubb, of the
Twenty-third, deserves great credit for the manner in
regiment."
which he fought a part of the
Another
"
says
that
it was due to him that the right
authority
of the regiment, when thrown into confusion by the
terrible fire to which it was subjected, was rallied and
Fredericksburg."
led into the thickest of the combat at
The command was subsequently engaged at Chan
cellorsville, and here the same writer, speaking of
Col. Grubb, states that " always at the head of his
regiment, mounted until his horse was shot from
under him, then on foot, still animating the men and
leading them on, himself the farthest in the front and
last to leave the field, seeming to bear a charmed life,
he moved from point

to point, calm and cool, the
men nerved to daring by his example, until further
exertion no longer availed." The Twenty-third after
wards went into camp at White Oak Church.
A
mutiny had almost broken out in the regiment by
reason of receiving orders to cross the Rappahannock
instead of being mustered out at Washington, when
Col. Grubb addressed them at evening parade so for

cibly that they reconsidered their action and said
they would go ; crossing the river they threw up a
breastwork in front of the city and heights of Fred
ericksburg, upon which the enemy opened fire, but
without inflicting loss; finally orders were received
to march for home. Upon reaching Beverly, N. J.,
a short

delay ensued before the men could be mus
tered out. Late in June, Lee marched into Penn
and Harrisburg was threatened.
When
Parker's proclamation was issued less than
half the Twenty-third was in camp.
Col. Grubb,

sylvania,
Governor

after assembling the men, asked all who would follow
him to the assistance of a sister State to step forward,
when the entire force volunteered. The regiment was

with hearty cheers in Philadelphia, but
coldly in Harrisburg, though they were the first regi
mental organization to reach the city.
They at once
threw up rifle-pits on the banks of the Susquehanna,
and from the colonel down they worked with a will,
received

but before the labor was completed were recalled to
Col.
Beverly, and on June 27th were disbanded.
Grubb was a popular officer ; a strict disciplinarian,
he managed to so direct those of his command that

duty became a pleasure, and he never asked his men
to face any danger which he was unwilling to share.
In July, 1863, he was commissioned by the Governor
to take command of the camp at Beverly, where he

recruited and sent to the front the Thirty-fourth.
ThirtyBy request of Governor Parker he raised the

seventh Regiment, and leaving Trenton June 28,
1864, reported to Gen. Grant at City Point, and was
ordered by him to report to Gen. Butler at Bermuda

Hundred. Landing at Point of Rocks, July

1st, they
August
were assigned to picket and garrison duties.
front
of
Peters
28th they marched to the extreme

burg, where they did duty in the trenches until their
On September 25th
term of service nearly expired.
they were highly complimented in general orders by

Maj.-Gen. Birney as being unexceptionally a superior
days'
regiment of one hundred
men. On March 5,
of
1865, Col. Grubb was made brevet brigadier-general
volunteers for meritorious

service before Petersburg.

After his retirement from the service he resided
until about 1873 in Burlington, where he became a
member and president of Common Council for two
years, trustee of St. Mary's Hall, and of Burlington
Upon the death of his father, in 1867, Gen.
College.
Grubb assumed the management of large iron inter
ests

Pa.

in Dauphin, Lancaster, and Lebanon Counties,
The well-known Cornwall ore-banks of Lan

caster County are among his interests, though at one
time they were owned by the family exclusively, the
title being received direct from William Penn. Gen.
Grubb has traveled extensively through the Old
World, and 'his wife was the first white, woman who
passed through

the entire length of the Suez Canal,
the trip being made in company with her husband in
Lesseps'
Baron de
steam-yacht, he having letters of
introduction to that well-known engineer. Upon his
return to the United States he prepared an account
of his travels, which was published in Lippincotfs
Magazine and extensively copied.

He is a member of the Philadelphia Club, the
Club, and the New York Yacht Club, and
has taken two of the Bennett prize cups. He com
manded the New Jersey Battalion in the centennial
ceremonies at Yorktown, Va., in October, 1881, and
is captain of the Philadelphia City Troop, an organ
ization which served in the Revolution as the body
guard of Gen. Washington, it being kept up in Phil
adelphia ever since.
He is an active member of the
Republican party. In 1874 he removed to Beverly,
Reform

where he resides in a delightfully-situated

country-

park of twelve acres, handsomely laid
out and fronting the river.
He married, in 1863,
Elizabeth Wadsworth, daughter of Rev. Courtlandt
Van Rensselaer, an eminent Presbyterian clergyman,
and the son of Stephen Van Rensselaer, the " patroon"
of Albany, N. Y.
The data for the above sketch were received too
late to accompany Gen. Grubb's portrait in the mili
tary history of this work.
seat, with
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BURLINGTON TOWNSHIP AND CITY.
WILLIAM

B. PRICE.

William

B. Price, son of Adam Price, an intelli
gent gardener and farmer, was born in the city of Bur
He
lington, N. J., in 1816, and died there in 1868.
learned the drug business in Philadelphia while a
young man, which he followed for many years in his
native city, and spent the latter part of his life in the
superintendence and management of real estate.
He
was a quiet, unostentatious man, and possessed ster
His wife,
ling integrity in all his business relations.
Ann Scott Logan, is the only surviving child of Israel
W. Logan, who was a farmer in Mansfield township,
on the Wright homestead, and died in 1830, aged

thirty-six years. Her mother, Esther Scott, born Oct.
21, 1788, now ninety-four years of age, and very well
preserved in body and mind, has been a woman of
superior business ability, and a member of the Baptist
Church for about forty years. After her husband's
death she took full charge of the estate, and soon after
removed from the Wright homestead to the Scott
homestead near Burlington, where she resided until

in Burlington City, where she
Her mother, Ann, was the daughter
of David Wright, who married Esther Hancock, and
great-granddaughter
of Josiah Wright, who resided
on the same homestead, and who married, Feb. 23,
1730, Prudence Paulin, under a license granted by
1862, when she settled

resides in 1882.

Montgomerie, captain-general and governor-inchief of the province of New Jersey.
This Wright
homestead was successively owned by several genera

John

tions, and became the property of Esther Scott, before
alluded to, by inheritance, being held by her in 1882.

The Wrights and Scotts were among the early settlers
of Burlington County, have been representative
farmers and old-time, honored families.
Abraham
Scott died Jan. 20, 1841, aged ninety-one years, and his
wife, Ann Wright, died aged about fifty-six years.
He was four years old when his father, Henry, settled
on the Scott homestead in Springfield
township in
1754, and this property having been in the family
since, also descended to his only surviving child, Esther
Scott. The original Scott homestead is located in
Burlington township, where it was settled by Benja
min Scott in 1677, and is owned and occupied by
Mrs. Margaret H. Hancock, daughter of the late
John Scott, a descendant from Benjamin Scott, the
progenitor of the Scott family in New Jersey.

THOMAS

HANCOCK.

His father, Thomas, was born Feb. 11, 1757, and
died Aug. 1, 1805, leaving a widow, Martha (Deacon),
who was born Dec. 19, 1764, and surviving her hus
band until Nov. 13, 1851, carried oil the farm and
reared the children, giving them the best opportu
nities her means would permit.

They were Joseph,
born Aug. 21, 1797; Benjamin, Aug. 2, 1799; Thomas,
Sept. 9, 1801 ; and Benjamin D., Sept. 11, 1803.
Of these, Thomas, our subject, only four years of
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at the death of his father, was indebted wholly
to a mother's careful training for his early impres
sions and high character which he bore through life.
Arriving at proper age, he succeeded to his father's
farm in Burlington township, and after a few years
age

turned his attention to nursery interests, and he and
his brother, Benjamin D., established the Ashton Nur
series in 1822, which became known throughout the
United States for their varieties of trees, fruits, and
During the last
flowers indigenous to this climate.
ten years prior to his death in March, 1854, Mr. Han
cock gave his attention chiefly to the cultivation of
rare varieties, and was eminently successful.
He took a deep interest in the advancement of agri
culture and horticulture, and as a member of such
societies contributed the result of his experience to
His last
the good of these branches of industry.
public act was to participate in the proceedings of

the National Agricultural Society at Washington, an
He
association of which he was one of the founders.
was one of the originators of the Burlington County

Agricultural Society, and added much to the value
of cattle in the county by his importations of blooded
stock. He was a member of the Pennsylvania Horti
cultural Society, and for many years a member of the
board of chosen freeholders of Burlington County,
In all his local offices
and surveyor of highways.
In 1842, Mr. Hancock
his aim was to do his duty.
Mechanics' National
was elected a director of the
Bank in Burlington City, which position he retained
until his death.
Mr. Hancock was a man of correct habits, an advo
cate of temperance principles, and a worthy citizen.

His first wife, Prudence Richardson, whom he mar
ried Dec. 21, 1826, bore him children, —Martha H.,
wife of Joseph Deacon ; Hannah L., wife of George
Estilow; and Beulah D., wife of Thomas H. Sutton.
His second wife, whom he married Dec. 1, 1836, was
Mercy Atkinson. He married his third wife, Char
lotte Golding, Sept. 24, 1840, who bore him children, —
Amor G., Rachel G., wife of Edmund Deacon, and
Prudence R. Mr. Hancock married for his fourth
wife Margaret H., daughter of John Scott and Han
nah Eldridge, who survives him, and is a descendant
from Benjamin Scott, one of the ten London commis
sioners who settled in Burlington township in 1677.
She resides on the old Scott homestead.

HENRY

C. DEACON.

Henry C. Deacon, farmer and surveyor of Burling
ton township, Burlington Co., N. J., was born in
what is now Westhampton township Aug. 13, 1809.
The Deacon family is one of the oldest in Burlington

County, and its members have been engaged largely
AVilliam, grandfather of
in agricultural pursuits.
Henry C. Deacon, resided in Burlingtown township,
adjoining Henry C. Deacon's farm, was a farmer,
and died about 1813 at a ripe old age.
His children
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Joseph, Daniel, John, Deborah, wife
of Daniel Brock, all of whom settled in the vicinity
of their birth. William Deacon's wife, Elizabeth
Rogers, survived him, and reached over eighty years
of age.
Joseph, father of Henry C. Deacon, resided in
were William,

township, was a representative farmer,
several hundred acres of land, which
His first wife,
was divided among his children.
Lydia Ridgway, died without issue. His second
wife, Mary, daughter of Henry Chambers and Eliza

Westhampton
and

owned

Fox, bore him one child, Henry C. Deacon.
wife, Beulah, daughter of Robert Haines,
bore him children, — Mary, deceased, was the wife
of David Cole; William; Joseph, deceased; Robert,
deceased; Joshua; Japhet, deceased; Benjamin;
Sally Ann, deceased ; and Jeremiah.
The father of these children died in his eightyfourth year, about 1858.
Henry C. Deacon spent his
boyhood on the farm and attending the district school,
but he acquired a good knowledge of mathematics
and surveying, and practiced the latter for many
years in the vicinity of his home. He married, March
1, 1832, Elizabeth, daughter of Israel Stokes and
Sarah Borton, of Rancocas, N. J.
She was born
March 17, 1814, was a member of the Society of
Friends, and a devoted wife and mother. Their chil
dren are Henry I., born Jan. 1, 1833, a farmer on
the homestead of his father; Sarah Stokes and Israel

beth

His third

Stokes (twins), born Sept. 13, 1836, the former the
wife of Israel Fenimore, of Lumberton, and Maryetta,
wife of Edward L. Bowne, of Southampton.

After his marriage Mr. Deacon resided in Rancocas
for two years, but in 1834 he purchased and settled
on one hundred and eighty acres of land, on the road
from Burlington to Mount Holly, where the railroad
crosses, to which he has since added one hundred and
sixty acres each for two of his children, and erected
substantial brick dwelling-houses thereon.
He built
his present brick residence in 1854.
Mr. Deacon has
taken an active part in the public matters of his
township and county, and has served as freeholder,
committeeman, and surveyor of highways.
He is
one of the council of proprietors of the Western

Division of the State of New Jersey, and was a di
rector in the Burlington Bank from its organization
to its close. The Deacons may safely be classed
among the thrifty, industrious, and judicious agri
culturists
of Burlington County, and Henry C.
Deacon, although many years ago retired from the
more active duties of life, is yet, as he has been,
among the representative business men of the county.

JOHN MITCHELL.
Both his paternal grandfather Mitchell and mater
nal grandfather Painter lost their lives in the struggle
for the independence of the colonies during the Rev
olutionary war, and left large families of children

where they resided in Warren County, N. J. His
father, Reuben Mitchell, born in Warren County in
1775, married

in

1797

Mary Painter, born in

1778,

and soon after settled in Burlington, N. J., where he
spent the remainder of his life a farmer, and died
about 1855.
His wife died about 1842. Their chil
dren were Rebecca, born in 1798; Robert, 1799;
George P., 1801; John, 1803; Jacob, 1806; Mary Ann,
1808; David D., 1811, died in 1879; Hannah, 1813;
Charity, 1816; and Harriet, in 1819; four of whom
are living in 1882, and all of whom reached old age.

John Mitchell

was born in Burlington, Nov. 23,
in common with the other children received
very careful training by a devoted Christian mother
teaching, facts to which he now
and Sunday-school
refers with pride as the mainsprings that have gov
1803, and

erned his whole life. He had only the ordinary ad
vantages of the free school of his youth for obtaining
an education, and for several years he was employed

by and had the full confidence of some of the first
men of that day, as Chief Justice Ewing, Gen. Bloom
In 1827 he married
field, and Judge Mcllvaine.
Martha, daughter of Joseph Fort, of Burlington, who
died in 1877, aged eighty years, and who was a devoted
Until
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
1829, after his marriage, he resided on the homestead
at the foot of Pearl Street, but then started out for
He purchased some thirty acres of land
himself.

adjoining Burlington, and upon this resided for thirty
years, during which time he added to his original
purchase contiguous lands, making a farm of two
hundred acres, a part of which is within the city
limits. This land he cultivated, engaged in truck
ing, and it may be notably said that he shipped to
market large quantities annually of pie-plant before
it was raised by gardeners generally, and he marketed

from Burlington the first strawberries and tomatoes
sent to New York from the place. In the strictest
sense

of the term, he was

a representative

farmer.

his own boat he made nightly trips to Philadel
phia or Trenton with the products of his farm during
the season, thus being actively engaged in business
the major part of the day. Mr. Mitchell has become

In

the possessor of other real estate since his retirement
from his farm, and owns some six hundred acres of
land altogether, a part of which are one hundred and

Lakes,"

formerly
seventy acres known as "Silver
owned by William Griffiths and Gen. Wall. Mr.
Mitchell has from boyhood been a living example of
honesty, temperance, and plain, unostentatious ways.
Frank and sociable, hospitable and discreet, he is fa
miliarly known in Burlington as the embodiment of

sympathy for the needy, with a ready and helping
hand, an advocate of temperance principles, devoting
both time and money freely in their propagation, an
opposer to oppression of the poorer classes by the
rich and strong, and a liberal contributor to all
worthy local enterprises and objects.
He possesses
resolution

and force of character

to carry forward
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BURLINGTON TOWNSHIP, AND CITY.
he conceives to be right, and with selfand a purpose in all his undertakings he
moves fearlessly forward to their final completion.
The worthy objects of Burlington and Mount Holly
whatever

reliance

have found him a munificent benefactor ; the young
men have always seen in Mm sterling principles and
a purpose in life, and when his career is ended. Bur

lington will lose and mourn one of its most honored
and useful citizens. Mr. Mitchell is his own executor,
and has given liberally to the Children's Home at
Mount Holly, Peddie Institute at Hightstown, and
the fire companies, churches, and schools of Burling
ton.

JOSEPH SHOLL.
The family of Mr. Sholl was of Huguenot origin,
and his ancestors settled in England from Saxony at
the time of the persecution of Christians in France
and Southern Europe during the close of the sixteenth
century. Samuel Sholl, grandfather of Joseph Sholl,
spent his life in London, England, was a skillful silkweaver, a designer, an inventor of an improvement

in the silk-loom, for which he received a valuable
medal in 1804 from the Royal Society of Arts and
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Joseph Sholl was born at Spitalfields, London(England), March 27, 1815. He served an appren
ticeship of seven years before attaining his majority/
and thoroughly learned figured silk weaving from his
father.
Being recommended to take a sea voyage on
account of failing health, in 1837, he came to America
with Joseph John Guruey, a Quaker preacher, land
weeks' voyage. He
ing in Philadelphia after a seven
soon after settled in the vicinity of Burlington, N. J. ;
in 1842 settled where he now resides, and in 1852
purchased ten acres there, to which he has added since,
making a homestead of one hundred and fifty acres.
This land he has caused to be brought into a high
state of cultivation, and with its various appointments
makes a desirable country residence. Prior to leaving
London, Mr. Sholl was greatly interested in and stu
died bee culture with Thomas Nutt.
the first of Mr. Sholl's enterprises after
was that of bee culture, he
having established an apiary which worked to his
This being a new enterprise
entire satisfaction.
in America, attracted considerable attention, and
among the first patrons for Mr. Sholl's improved
Among

arriving in America

Sciences, and a representative and influential citizen.
He was hailed in London as "king of the silk-wea
vers,"
and he designed and manufactured with his
own hands the flag — perfect on both sides— that the

manner of treating the busy bee were Henry C. Carey
and Nicholas Biddle, both of national reputation, also
Alfred Cope, son of the owner of the ship " Monongar
hela,"
in which Mr. Sholl came to America.
Mr.
Sholl being of a mechanical turn of mind, engaged

trade for years swung to the breeze when they paraded
and marched in a body to petition the House of
Commons.
One son, James, was a British officer in the war

with a party of mechanics in building a mill at
Smyrna, Del., and for his intimacy with the slaves
of that section was threatened with violence, but de
fended and rescued from harm by the gentleman

of 1812, and remained in America after its close.
Another son, John, father of Joseph Sholl, born
in London in 1777, died there Aug. 5, 1845. He
was a skilled figured silk manufacturer of London,
and received several medals of merit from the Royal
Society of Arts and Sciences. He invented the "drawboy,"
for making figured silk, for which he received a
medal of ten guineas and the honor, presented by the
Duke of Kent, and he also invented a paper-filer, now
in common use. He was a strong opponent of the
doctrine of free trade. During the great silk excite
ment in 1837-38 he came to America, and during his
years'
four
stay here his influence was felt in the at
tempts to organize silk companies, which failed.
In
recognition of his services and ability he was made a
member of the American Institute, and his life-sized
portrait placed in the institute rooms in New York City.
His wife, Elizabeth, was a daughter of James Buck-

He was one of the first to
with whom he boarded.
exhibit here in horticultural shows, showing the per
fection to which he had brought bee culture, and upon
his first return to England, in 1851, he contributed to
the first World's Fair, at Crystal Palace, London, a
swarm of American bees, and showed the workings of

ridge, a silk manufacturer and silk customs inspector
between England and France. She died May 27, 1869,
aged ninety-three years.
Their children are John,

born in 1802, came to America in 1837, and died soon

Y. ; James; Samuel; Ruiter;
Elizabeth, wife of Joseph Gundry; Joseph; Nathan
iel; Rebecca, wife of Amos Ashby; and Esther, all
of whom remained in England except John and Jo
seph, of whom the latter is subject of this sketch.
after at Palmyra, N.

his principle,

and also a machine for cutting roots for
in 1839, with its later im

stock, which he invented
provements.

On his return, in 1852, he married Amanda A.,
daughter of Archibald aud Priscilla Lloyd, of Bur
lington, and granddaughter of James Lloyd, of Mon

Her grandfather, William Hughes, a
native of Mochynlleth, Wales, was one of twenty-one
children, was in Burlington, N. J., during the Revo
lutionary war, and preferred to go to Canada rather
mouth County.

than fight against the British. Mr. Hughes was a
fine scholar, an intimate friend aud associate of Lindley Murray.
Hughes'

Priscilla

John An
"Shields;"

maternal ancestor was

trim, who came to America on the ship
Friends' Society, in which he
was a member of the
The children of.
was married at Burlington in 1682.

Joseph and Amanda A. Sholl are Joseph John, James
Bedford, Elizabeth Lloyd, Martha Mellor, Arthur
Lincoln, and William Lloyd.
Upon his farm Mr. Sholl has turned his attention to
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general farming and fancy stock-raising.
In 1859 he
suffered loss by fire, and in 1861 removed to Burling
ton, where he remained until 1872, and returned to

Burlinghis form homestead. During his residence in
tont.lrjs, family was afflicted with fever and ague.
Remedies of various kinds were prescribed by physi
cians, but brought no permanent cure. This led Mr.
Sholl and his wife to study the affection, its cause

and cure, and they discovered a remedy, purely vege
table in its component parts, that effected a radical
cure in their own family and among their neighbors,

which they freely distributed to those afflicted. Act
ing upon the advice of friends, in 1863, Mr. Sholl
began the manufacture of " Sholl's Infallible Ague

Pills,"

placed them upon the market for sale, and
have
rapidly found their way to the best markets
they
and families in the United States, ranking among the
best for their medicinal qualities in a safe and sure
cure for ague, chills, and affections of the liver. Their
composition, safety, and good effects have made them
celebrated where used, and brought honor to the dis

coverer as a public benefactor.
During the oil fever in 1867, Mr. Sholl invented a
safety funnel to prevent the overflow of fluids and
especially of oil in filling barrels, and during the pre
vious year he had invented and had patented an antismoke concern, or syphon flue, for perfect combustion,
,which is now usually used in the soft-coal districts of
the West, and Mr. Sholl also attempted to obtain a
patent for hollow concrete blocks, but being burned

of
mer had a son John, who was great-grandfather
our subject, resided in Burlington township, and by
deeds on parchment made to him as early as 1701 to
1720 he added to the original homestead of the
Rogers'
several hundred acres. He supplanted the
old log house with one of brick in 1718, and this lat
ter one can be seen in 1882, located on the Mount
Holly Railroad. His old upright clock has come
down through generations, and its steady tick, tick
can still be heard in the house of Samuel W. Rogers,
in Burlington, as it bids farewell to one after another
of its owners. This homestead has been owned suc
cessively by several generations, and sold by Samuel
W. Rogers soon after the close of the late civil war.
His son John, born in 1747, died March 27, 1812, and
resided on the homestead during his life. He removed
to the pine woods while the British occupied Burling
ton, his horses and mules being pressed into the British
Afterwards most of his property was re
service.
He had a large number of slaves
turned to him.
upon his plantation, and was a stanch old-line Whig
in politics.
His first wife, Mary Bennett, died Nov.
fifty- two years, leaving children,—
9, 1794, aged

Sarah,

born in 1772; Elizabeth, 1774; John, 1777; Mary,
Of these, John, father
1779 ; and Ann, born in 1782.
of Samuel W. Rogers, resided on the homestead
nearly his whole life, and died in Burlington in 1853.
He was a substantial, honest citizen, and a Jeffersonian in politics.
His wife, Sarah, daughter of Samuel

the Quaker belief, and the family have been adherents
of the Friends' religious doctrine since.
Joseph Sholl was one of the first fifty persons

Wills, of Mount Holly, whom he married Dec. 2,
who grew to maturity, —
1802, bore him children
Samuel Wills, John (residing in Bureau County, 111.,
a retired tanner and currier), Mary (deceased, un
married), Elizabeth (wife of Alexander P. Wetherill,
of Springfield township), George E. (a farmer in

who signed the teetotal pledge in England, while a
boy, and he has been an advocate of temperance re

Corning, Iowa), and William (deceased). The mother
of these children died in 1819, aged thirty-five years.

out did not bring it to perfection.
The ancestors were
Episcopalians, but John Sholl became converted to

form since, and a liberal contributor to the cause.
He is given credit by the originator of the bill for in
fluencing that gentleman to introduce the famous

Baxter bill, and

cause its passage through the

Indiana

Legislature

making it a State law, and every adver
tisement sent out, making public the value of his
ague pills, has also accompanying it a studied lecture
or discussion upon the evils and abuses of the liquor
traffic, and of the responsibility and needed reform.
Mr. Sholl again visited England in 1881, reviewing
the scenes of his boyhood when a home in the New

World was not among his dreams, and has the pleasure
of looking back over an active and honestly-spent life
in a new home, where by his own exertion he has made
a success of all that pertains to the comforts of this
life.
SAMUEL W. ROGERS.
Rogers, the progenitor of the family in New
Jersey from England, was among the early settlers
here. He had two sons, Samuel and John ; the for

John

Wills Rogers, eldest son of John and Sarah
Rogers, was born on the homestead Nov. 25, 1804,
where he resided until about 1830, when he went into
Samuel

business with his brother John in Ohio. After fifteen
years, engaged in the tanning business there, he re
turned in 1848, and took charge of the home property
for his father, to which he succeeded, partly by pur
chase and partly by inheritance
after his father's
death. He spent most of his time on the homestead

until about 1866, when he retired from farming, re
moved to Burlington, where he resides in 1882.
Mr.
Rogers was originally a Whig, and is now a stanch
Republican.
He has never sought public place, but
passed a quiet and even life like his ancestors.
His
first wife, whom he married in 1827, was Hannah
Antrim, who died a few years afterwards in Ohio,
leaving one child, Charles, who died at the age of
twenty-three. His present wife is Harriet H., daughter

of Jacob R. Price, of Morgan County, Ohio.
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BURLINGTON TOWNSHIP AND CITYRICHARD S. SMITH.
The most remote ancestor of the family known was
William Smith, of Bramham, Yorkshire, England,
who was born about 1570. His son Richard was bap
tized at the same place May 18, 1593, and his son
Richard, of Bramham, baptized Aug. 15, 1626, mar
ried Ann Yeates, was a Quaker preacher, and reared
a large family of children,
many of whom were
among the early settlers here. One son, Samuel, mar
ried Elizabeth Lovett at Falls Township meeting
house, Pennsylvania,
and had a son Richard, who
Wrote his name " Jr.,"'married Abigail Raper, at Bur
lington, and died Sept. 9, 1751.
He was a member

of the State Legislature, and died while attending its
sittings at Perth Amboy.
His remains were brought

to Burlington for interment, aud were met by a large
procession some distance from the city.
He was
largely intrusted with the business of the province,
and corresponded on its behalf with the agent of the
province in London as the medium of the communi
cation with the government.

One of his sons, Samuel
born Dec. 13, 1720, married, Nov. 13,
1741, Jane Kirkbride, who bore him several children,
of whom one son was Joseph and one Richard S.
Samuel Smith was
Smith, subject of this sketch.
(the historian),

treasurer of West Jersey, mayor of Burlington, jus

tice of the peace, and a member of the State Legisla
ture. His son Joseph succeeded him in the treasurership, was a member of the Assembly, and lived and
died at Hickory Grove, having been born Oct. 18,

Mary Burling, who bore him
Smith, the poet of Hickory Grove,
whose literary productions met favorable criticism
wherever read. Richard S. Smith, born Oct. 2, 1752,
resided a part of the time at Moorestown, married
Hannah, daughter of Samuel Burling, in 1775, and
1742, and was married to

a son, Samuel

July,

J.

He was a member of the Assem
bly from Burlington County, and a member of the
New Jersey Convention which adopted the Constitu
tion of the United States. He was a farmer and mer
chant at Moorestown, and prominent in the manage
He had many friends, who
ment of public business.
him highly for his probity and good judg
esteemed
died in

1796.

ment, and he was much consulted by his neighbors
on these accounts.
His children were Jane B., died unmarried; Mary

Hill

became the wife of Richard
Charles M., is a resident of Philadelphia; Amelia
died unmarried; Joseph R. died unmarried; and

Morris, whose son,

Hannah B. became the wife of Robert

F. Mott,

a

teacher in New York City.
The Mott homestead was at Mamaroneck, West
chester Co., N. Y., where Richard, the father of Rob
ert F. Mott, resided and carried on a cotton-mill and
Richard Mott was prominent and influential
farm.
among the various
throughout
He
the country.
Friends
Societies of
traveled extensively as a minister, and spent much of
his active life in promoting the interests of Christian
as a citizen,

and

as a minister
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ity, contributing his time and means.
He died at the
advanced age of nearly ninety years, in 1856.
His
wife was Abigail Field, who died in 1851, aged eighty1
four years.

Robert F., only son of Richard and Abigail Mott,
was born at Mamaroneck, N. Y., in May, 1794.
He
received his early education from intelligent and re
ligious
of private
parents, under the instruction

Friends' Boarding-School
teachers, at the
at Nine
Partners, N. Y., and under the eminent teacher,
Benjamin Clark, of New York City. He began his

life as a teacher when under twenty years of age, and
at that age he became principal. After a few years
he went to New York City and had charge of the
female department of John Griscom's seminary, in
Green Street, and afterwards for many years carried
on a similar school of his own in Rose Street. Ill
health compelled him to relinquish school work, and

in May,

1826, he returned to his home at Mamaroneck,
where a seated pulmonary affection caused his death,
which occurred July 8th of that year. The testimony
of his fellow-teachers and the Calliopean Society, of
which he had been an active member and its presi

dent, all bore witness to his high moral worth, Chris
tian character, exemplary ways, and scholarly ability
as a man and an instructor.
His wife was Hannah B., daughter of Richard S.
Smith, before mentioned, whom he married in the
summer of 1824, and by whom he had an only child,
Richard Field Mott, who was born in NewYork City,
His mother, after her husband's
May 10, 1825.
decease, returned to the Smith homestead at Hickory
Grove, near Burlington, where Richard F. spent his
boyhood on the farm. His mother died Dec. 17,
Richard F. Mott ob
1866, aged seventy-three years.

tained his education at Franklin Park and at the
Friends' school at Nine Partners, N. Y., and has
spent most of his active business life a farmer on the
Samuel Smith homestead. He is one of the directors
of the Mechanics' National Bank of Burlington, and
succeeded the late Robert Thomas as treasurer of the
Burlington Savings Institution.
His wife, Susan,
daughter of the late Robert Thomas, died in 1876,
aged forty-four years, leaving children, — Amelia S.,
Richard, and William Elton Mott. The progenitor

of the Mott family here was James Mott, great-grand
father of Richard F. Mottj who resided on Long
Island and in Westchester County, N. Y. Robert

Thomas was one of Burlington's most useful and es
teemed citizens, and died in 1879 in his eighty-fourth
year. He was a merchant in Burlington for many
years until 1854, when he retired from the business,

one of the founders and treasurer of the Burlington
Savings Institution from its establishment in 1857

until his death, an active member and elder of the
Friends' Meeting, to the interest of which he liberally
contributed, and he was often chosen as executor and
His wife was Amelia De
administrator of estates.
Cou, who died Sept. 28, 1846.
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STACY

H. SCOTT.

Scott, son of William Scott, of Essex
Qounty, England, was the progenitor of the family in
New Jersey, was one of the ten London commissioners
Benjamin

who came here in 1667 and took up some three thou

of .land about Burlington, east of Main
portion of this remains in the family in
1882, and has been the old family homestead for over
two hundred years, being now owned by Mrs. Margaret

sand acres
Street.

A

a daughter of John Scott, a descendant
in regular line from Benjamin Scott above named.
Benjamin Scott died in 1682.
His son Henry, born
in 1664, married Ann Wright in 1698, and died in
His son Henry, born in 1703, married Jane
1714.
Hancock in 1728, and died in 1763. She was a daugh
ter of John Hancock and granddaughter of Godfrey
Hancock. Henry Scott's son Joseph, born in 1739,
married, in 1770, Hannah Hancock, and died in 1794,
leaving a son, John, born in 1778, married, in 1798,
Hannah Eldredge, of Springfield, and died in 1854.
This John
She was born in 1780 and died in 1854.
Scott owned some one hundred and fifty acres of the
old homestead, was a man of decided characteristics
Their children
and purpose in life, and a farmer.
were Eliza, wife of Joseph Thompson, formerly of
Bordentown ; Joseph E. ; Margaret H., widow of
Thomas Hancock ; John H. died in Virginia; Warren
Cole, a farmer, died in Springfield; Hannah; Nathan
W. C. resides on the old homestead ; and Maria died
at the age of twenty-five years. Joseph E., son of
John and Hannah Scott, died on the homestead,
fortywhere he resided his whole life, in 1848, aged
daughter
eight years. His wife, Deborah,
of Henry
Hayes, of Burlington, whom he married Oct. 27, 1825,
survived him many years, and died in 1876, aged
sixty-eight
years. Their children are Emeline T.
and Margaret E., deceased ; Stacy H. ; John H. F.,
of Peru, Neb. ; Joseph T., a farmer on the old home

take an interest in public matters of a local nature,
was committeeman for two years, and since 1868 he
has been for a majority of the time a member of the
board of chosen freeholders of Burlington County,
and active in its public improvements.

The ancestors of the Scott family were Quakers,
but later generations have become identified with the
leading other religious denominations.

H. Hancock,

stead.

Stacy
24, 1831,

born on the Scott homestead, April
spent his boyhood in the routine of farm

H. Scott,

work and attending the district school.
He remained
on the homestead until the death of his grandfather,
in 1855, when he succeeded to some seventy acres of
the property, partly by purchase and partly by inherit
ance, where he resided until 1871, when in October
of that year he married Hannah A., a daughter of

John and Elizabeth Templeton, of Springfield, who
came from England about 1840 and settled in McKean
County, Pa. Prior to this Mr. Scott had purchased
some twenty-three acres near the old homestead, on
which in 1871 he built his present residence, and
He has brought this land
into a high state of cultivation, and engages largely
in raising fruit and vegetables for New York and
Philadelphia markets. Mr. Scott is a representative
there has resided since.

an active, thoroughgoing
business
agriculturist,
man, and closely identified with the affairs of his
As early as 1858 he began to
township and county.

GEORGE RIGG.
George Rigg, the mayor of Burlington City, is a son
of Christopher and Sarah (Plaskett) Rigg, and was born

in Burlington township, Jan. 14, 1846. He received
his preparatory education in the private school of
Samuel J. Gummere, entered the freshman class at
the College of New Jersey, from which he was gradu
ated in the class of '67, taking the first honors in
For three years, for the improvement
mathematics.

of his health, he traveled through Pennsylvania and
Ohio, engaging in various business operations, mostly
dealing in stock. Mr. Rigg was early in life inter
ested in local affairs, and active in political matters.
In the spring of 1870 he was elected a justice of the
peace, and by re-election has held the office continu
ously since, a period of twelve years, having settled
in Burlington City in the spring of 1868, where he

In the spring election of 1878,
Mr. Rigg was elected mayor of the city of Burlington,
and by re-election is the incumbent of that office in
1882. He has been identified with the Common Coun
cil of the city, a member of the school fund board,
treasurer of the board of education for two years, and
collector and treasurer of Burlington township from
1873 to 1878, inclusive, besides acting in many in
stances in the settlement of estates and general con
veyancing.
His wife, Ellen Frances, whom he mar
ried in 1867, is a daughter of Christian Estellow and
Sarah Louden.
Sarah Louden's father was a soldier
in the Revolutionary war. Their children are Annie,
Sarah Jane, G. Harry, Charles A., George Parrish,
and Ella E.
Christopher Rigg, born in Westmoreland, England,
died in Burlington township, at his homestead, Aug.

has resided since.

sixty -eight years. He married in 1831,
daughter
of John and Ann (Stamper) Plaskett,
Sarah,
of Cumberland County, England, who was born Feb.
3, 1875, aged

29, 1812, came to America in the spring of 1832, and
settled in Burlington township, where he spent the
remainder of his life. He was a spool-maker by trade

in England, and when he arrived in this country he
was without
means to establish himself in any
kind of business, but he had energy, perseverance,
and willing hands.
For a few years he resided on
rented farms, but in 1838 purchased a farm, now
seventy-six

acres, on tlie Oxmead road, where he re
sided, which with two other farms forms a part of his
estate leftrto his widow and children.
Possessing a naturally enterprising

spirit, he pur-
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BURLINGTON TOWNSHIP AND CITY.
chased many tracts of woodland, prepared the timber
for ship-building, fuel, and lumber, which he mar
keted, and for ten years prior to his decease he en
gaged successfully in the manufacture of brick and
tile.
He was a man of correct habits, industrious,
and a much-esteemed citizen for his integrity in all

his business relations.

His widow survives in 1882, and the following chil
dren: John, a farmer; Edward, stock dealer; Ann
(Mrs. Harry Cook), and George. His father, Chris
topher Rigg, was a veterinary surgeon in England,
and his brothers and sisters were Richard, John,
Elizabeth, Ann, Mary, all of whom re
Matthew,
mained in England and are deceased but Ann.
THOMAS

MILNOR.

His

grandfather, William Milnor, born in 1769, re
sided in Philadelphia, and was a Quaker in religious
faith.
He was an intimate friend of Gen. Washing
ton, and served as the first ganger during his admin
istration.
His religious views prevented his active
participation in the struggle for the independence of
the colonies, and he was employed by Gen. Washing
ton, and stationed at the Walnut Street ferry whe'n
the British occupied Philadelphia, as a special adviser
concerning the affairs of the city and the enemy's in
tentions.
One of his sons, Rev. James Milnor, D.D.,
was rector of St. George's Church, New York, for
many years, and was a member of Congress during

Another son, William,
the early part of the century.
father of our subject, born in Philadelphia, resided
in Bucks County, Pa., for a time, then returned to
his native city, where he engaged in the wholesale iron
He was a member of Congress
and grocery business.
from 1807 to 1811, from 1815 to 1817, and from 1821
to 1822, and he was mayor of Philadelphia in 1829-30.
After retiring from business he removed to Burling
His wife,
ton, N. J., where he died Dec. 13, 1848.
Margaret, died Dec. 14, 1839, aged sixty-six. Their
children were AVilliam (a physician and surgeon in
navy, died at sea), Anna, John
(died in Baltimore), James (died in Philadelphia at
Thomas (subject of this
the age of twenty-one),
died
in Philadelphia), and
(who
also
Isaac
sketch),
the United States

Alexander.
Milnor, born in Philadephia, Jan. 13,
on the drug business there for several
carried
1804,
years, but on account of failing health, in 1833, he
settled in Burlington, N. J., where he established
These interests he
limekilns and a coal business.
Thomas

His was
carried on until his death, March 16, 1868.
the first coal-yard established in Burlington, and for
many years he alone supplied the city and surround
repre
ing country with coal. Thomas Milnor was a
in the
himself
sentative citizen, and largely interested
people.
of
its
welfare
and
the
prosperity of the city
He was a member of its Common Council, one of the
judges

"Burlington
of the Court of Common Pleas of
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County for several years, one of the prime movers in
establishing the present school system, a member
and president of the board of education for a long
time, and closely identified with and interested in the
education of the young of the city to the time of his
death. He was president of the Burlington Library
Company from 1857 to 1868, and he was for many
Judge Milnor
years a warden in St. Mary's Church.
was highly esteemed for his works of charity, kind
words to all, sympathy and support for those in need,
commensurate with his
and liberal contributions
means to bestow.

His wife, whom he married in 1829, was Marianne,
daughter of Capt. Francis William Van Reynegom,
seventyof Philadelphia, who died Oct. 28, 1880, aged
seven years.
Their only surviving son, Francis Wil
liam, bom May 25, 1830, resides in the homestead in
Burlington, and succeeded his father in the coal busi
In August, 1862, he enlisted in the Twentyness.
Regiment
New Jersey Infantry, was elected
third
captain of a company Aug. 26, 1862, promoted to
major Dec. 26, 1862, and lieutenant-colonel April 10,
1863.
He was in service in the battles of Fredericks
burg, Dec. 13 and 14, 1862, second battle of Fred
ericksburg, May 3, 1863, and he was honorably dis
charged and mustered out of service on June 27, 1863.
A younger son, James Rockwell Milnor, died aged

twenty-three, and a daughter, Ann Purves, is the wife
of Casper W. Morris, of Atlantic City.

WILLIAM BISHOP.
Tradition in this family says that seven brothers
of Quaker origin came from England about the
middle of the last century and settled in New Jer
sey.
Isaac, grandfather of our subject, resided at
Mount Holly, where he was killed by lightning a short
His only child, Job Bishop,
time after his marriage.
born in 1769, six months after his father's death,
was a mechanic, spent his life at Mount Holly, and
1852.
Job Bishop's first wife,
died in February,
Sarah Jones, of Haddonfield, died in 1806, by whom
he had children, — Isaac, died young ; William, born
July 17, 1798; Mary and Edward, died unmarried.
By a second marriage he had one son, John R., a
merchant tailor in Philadelphia.
William, son of Job Bishop, upon the death of his
mother when he was only seven years old, spent the
following seven years on the farm of a relative near

his native place, and returned home. In May, 1814,
he came to Burlington, where, dependent upon his
own resources, he engaged as a clerk in the store of
William Ridgway, where he remained until the death
of that gentleman in 1833, when he became a partner

in the business with Robert Thomas, a step-son of
These business relations continued
Mr. Ridgway.
until 1850, when he retired from active business.
Mechanics' Na
Mr. Bishop has been a directorof the
tional Bank of Burlington for thirty years, and is now
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its oldest director.
In 1857, upon the establishment
of the savings institution in Burlington, he was chosen
its vice-president, and three months later, upon the
death of its president, Ira B. Underhill, he was made
president, which position he has honorably held since.
It is a notable fact in the history of this institution
that by the careful management of its officials it
shows a greater percentage of surplus than any other
similar institution in the State. Probably no man
connected with the financial and business interests of
Burlington in the past has been more constant, more
and more scrupulously upright than Mr.
Bishop, who, although now in the eighty-fifth year of
his age, is steady in his attendance upon meetings of
bank officials and other business. For many years he
painstaking,

was one of the directors of the Burlington Library, and
he has always been interested in the prosperity of the

Like his ances
city and the welfare of its citizens.
tors he belongs to the Society of Friends, and has led
a quiet and unostentatious life.

His first wife, Eliza, daughter of William Ridgway,
of Burlington, before alluded to, died in 1843, aged
forty-six years, leaving one child, William R. Bishop,
who is a coal, fertilizer, and seed dealer in Burling
ton. His present wife, whom he married in 1848, was
Mrs. Mary M., widow of the late Thomas Booth.
JOHN BUCKMAN.
William Buckman and his wife Sarah came from
England in the vessel with William Penn in 1682,
and settled in Bucks County, Pa., where the former
died Aug. 9, 1716 ; the latter May 10, 1690.
Their
children

were Thomas,

born

1676 ;

Sarah,

1677 ;

Benson in Philadelphia, which he successfully con
ducted until about 1824, when he purchased a farm
of one hundred acres, upon which the Kirkbride
Asylum is now located. This he improved, and in
accordance with his cultivated tastes and enterpris

ing spirit made very desirable for a residence outside
In 1834, Mr. Buckman sold this property,
removed to Burlington, and purchased the Mcllvaine
the city.

homestead on Broad
mainder of his life.

Street, where he spent the re
a member of the Metho

He was

dist Episcopal Church, the choice of his wife, a man
of practical ideas, sterling integrity, correct habits,
His second wife was
and liberal and enterprising.

Mary Webster, whom he married Dec. 15, 1838, and
who bore him one daughter, Mary Susanna, wife of
Forman P. Hollinshead. After her death he married,
Nov. 25, 1840, Mary, eldest daughter of Dr. James
of Lower Merion township, Montgomery
seventyCo., Pa., who survives in 1882, at the age of
one years, well preserved in both body and mind, and
resides on the homestead in Burlington.
Anderson,

Dr. James Anderson

reared a family of nine sons

and six daughters, was eminent in his profession,
represented his district in the State Legislature, and
died in 1858, aged seventy-six years. His father was

Hon. Isaac Anderson, a representative citizen of
Philadelphia County, member of Congress and Pres
idential elector, who died in 1827, aged seventy-six
years. The grandfather of Dr. James Anderson was
Capt. Patrick Anderson, who commanded a company
of Pennsylvania troops at New York in 1777-78, dur
ing the Revolutionary struggle, resigned on account
of ill health, and was elected to the Legislature from
Capt. An
Chester County in 1777, '78, '79, and '80.

Mary, 1680 ; Ruth, 1688; and William, born in 1690.
The latter had sons, — Isaac, John, Jacob, Joseph, and
William. .The second son, John, had sons, —John,
David, Jonathan, Samuel, and Abden, of whom
David was father of our subject, was a farmer and
miller, and died in the county where his ancestors
had settled. The Buckmans were in religious faith
Quakers, engaged principally in agricultural pursuits,
although many members of the family of later gen
erations have become prominent, wealthy, and influ
ential men in other business circles. >
John, son of David Buckman, was born in Bucks
County, June 12, 1783, and died in Burlington, N. J.,
His early life was spent with his
Dec. 23, 1851.
father on the farm and in the mill. Soon after his
marriage to Susan Van Court, Aug. 14, 1803, he went
to Baltimore, Md., and there engaged in the grocery
business until the war with England in 1812, when

derson's father, James Anderson, came from Scotland
in 1707, and was the first settler on the Pickering
Creek tract, in Schuylkill township, Chester Co., Pa.

he returned to his native place, and for a short time
pursuits.
engaged in agricultural
He soon after
wards opened a banking and broker's office with one

to the press have been favorably received, and one son,
John W. Buckman, engaged in the insurance business

Mrs. Buckman's mother, the wife of Dr. James
Anderson, was Sarah, a daughter of William Thomas,
and a lineal descendant from Reese Thomas, who
came from England in 1695 and settled on a tract of
thirteen hundred acres of land in Lower Merion town
ship, Montgomery Co., Pa., on which Bryn Mawr is
now located. Robert Pond, in his " History of Penn

sylvania,"

mentions Reese Thomas as a member of the
Provincial Assembly, appointed at a very trying time,
in 1705, and also as acting in an important public
capacity in 1725.
Another of Mrs. Buckman's an
cestors, William Aubrey, married Letitia, a daughter
of William Penn, the founder of Pennsylvania.
By
her marriage with Mr. Buckman she has a daughter,
Mrs. Sarah B. Linard, whose numerous contributions

in Philadelphia.
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MOUNT

CHAPTER XX.
NORTHAMPTON

(MOUNT

HOLLY.)1

This is one of the original subdivisions of Bur
lington County, and embraced at the time nearly
one-half the area of the county, and extended from
Burlington township to the Atlantic Ocean. By the
continued rule of subtraction it has become by sev
eral, hundred acres the smallest township of any in
the county, containing probably less than fifteen hun
dred acres, three-quarters of which is covered by the
town of Mount Holly.

However, what there is left
of the original township is that part first settled, viz. :
MOUNT

HOLLY.

This town is located near the centre of the north
half of the county, seven miles from Burlington, nine
teen miles from Trenton, and eighteen from Camden.
After Burlington, this was one of the first settlements
made by Friends south of that place. Being at the
head of navigation on the north branch of the Ran
cocas, and where there was good water-power, mills
were built, and for the first few years of its existence

grew quite rapidly. The creek being very crooked
at this point, seemed to necessitate the building of
two or more bridges, which resulted in naming the
place Bridgetown, by which name it was known for
many years, and by which name King George char

it

tered the old Library Company in June, 1765.
Previous to 1750, Bridegtown had become quite a
good-sized hamlet, and during the French and Indian
war, in 1757, the Burlington County military officers
received orders to draft from the militia a company
of soldiers for the relief of Fort William Henry, then
invested by the French and Indians, and on August
9th of that year the troops thus drafted were reviewed
This was the first
at what is now Mount Holly.
military parade ever seen in this town.
During the Revolutionary war Mount Holly had
It had grown
come to be of considerable importance.
present'
size, and was consid
to nearly one-third its
ered in a military point of view, one of the strategic
points, to be held for a time at least.
The British held possession of the place for some
time, and quartered their troops upon the citizens,
Friends' meeting-house for their commissaryusing the
Brainstore and barracks. The British also occupied

Brainard's Church and school-house, on what is now
their
hatred
and
to
horse-stables
satisfy
;
as
ard Street,
to Brainard for his loyalty to the cause of freedom,
spared
they burned his church when they left, but
occupied
and
still
standing
is
which
the school-house,
as a school-room.
Legis
During the Revolutionary period the State

Holly. The
held several sessions at Mount
legislative purposes is spoken of
for
used
building
lature

farther on.
l By W. II. Shaw.
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During the prevalence of yellow fever in Philadel
phia in 1793, and the massacre of San Domingo the
same year, the town of Mount Holly was filled with
refugees from both places. Among the latter were
many French people, who, partaking of the gayety
and volubility of their natures, made the place quite
lively with their conversations and amusements, form
ing a strong contrast to the staid, sober Quaker in
habitants, with whom,
" With silent coursewhich no loud stormsannoy,
joy."
Glides the 6moothcurrent of domestic

The next ripple of excitement upon the now smooth
surface of peace and happiness was the question of
It
the location of the three new county buildings.
having been decided by a vote of the people that
Mount Holly should have the honor of the county
the freeholders of the county purchased of
Joseph Powell the lot upon which the court-house,

buildings,

surrogates'

offices stand, paying therefor
The
and ten pounds lawful money.
court-house .was built in 1797, and the two offices in
1806.
The freeholders also purchased of Zachariah
Rossell, for two hundred and ten pounds, the lot upon
which the county prison now stands. The prison is
of stone, and built in 1810 or 1811, under the super
clerks', and
two hundred

vision of Caleb Newbold, George Hancock, and John
Bispham.
Henry B. Kemble was the first jailer, and
James Wilson was the second. The trees in front of
the county buildings were set out in 1820, and the

iron fence built in 1840. At a certain period in the
of Mount Holly the land upon which the
town stands was owned by the following parties, viz.:
south of the creek by Francis Collins, north and west
of High Street by the Cripps family, east of High
Street and north of Garden by John Calvert, east of
Main and south of Garden by Thomas Atkinson,
south and west of the creek by Patrick Reynolds.
Holly.2 —
March 2,
Pioneer Beginning of Mount
1676, Edward Bylinge and trustees conveyed by deed
to Thomas Rudyard and John Ridges, in fee-simple
existence

in common, one whole propriety to lands
in West Jersey.
John Ridges by virtue of said deed
located eight hundred and seventy-one acres of land/
upon which now stands the town of Mount Holly.
On the 15th day of July, 1685, the said John
Ridges, by letter of attorney, empowered Samuel
Jennings to sell the property conveyed by Bylinge
and trustees, and on the 14th day of March, 1701, Jen

as tenants

nings conveyed the whole eight hundred and seventyone acres to Edward Gaskill and Josiah Southwick,
in fee-simple as tenants in common.

March 19, 1720, Gaskill and Southwick divided
this property by surveys and deeds of division to each
other.
Pioneer Mills. — In 1723, Edward Gaskill, in com
pany with James Lippincott and others, who had by
this time become part owners in the property, built
2 Extracts from ilk-hard C. Shreve's papers.
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the first dam across the north branch of the Rancocas
Creek at Mount Holly, and raised a pond of water
for the purpose of running a saw-mill, to which they
soon after added a grist-mill.
cated on what is now

Mill

These mills were lo
Street, directly opposite

Buttonwood Street.
The pioneer grist-mill was a primitive affair, and
calculated only to grind. the grain without any means

of sifting and making it into flour.
After a few years Samuel Brian purchased a small
piece of land adjoining the grist-mill for the purpose
Bolting-Mill,"
with the
<Jf building a "Merchant
privilege of raising water from the old dam to run his
new mill.
Iu 1735 the owners of the mills finding that the
grist-mill was rather inconvenient and badly located,
decided to change the location and build a new mill,
which they did nearly upon the site of the present

mill.
About the

year 1730, Josiah White came from
Salem County, N. J., to Mount Holly, and purchased
of Samuel Gaskill, son of Edward Gaskill, all of that
piece of land (about one hundred acres) lying south

of the mill race, between that and the natural creek,
"
Neck." On a part
at that time known as Gaskill's
of this neck Josiah White built a fulling-mill, and
with the consent of the other mill-owners dug a race

grist- and saw-mill race, through which
way from the
he procured water for running his fulling-mill. White
and his successors occupied this as a fulling-mill till
about 1830, when the building was enlarged and used
carding- and spinning-factory for the manufac
as a
ture of carpets arid satinets. Most of the farmers for
many miles around would bring their wool to the fac
tory, and have it made into cloth and yarn for their
The old fulling-mill was subsequently con
own use.
verted into a cotton-factory, and stood on Pine Street,
opposite Church Street, and was finally destroyed by
Josiah White owned and
fire in the spring of 1881.
lived in the brick house on the corner of Pine and
Church Streets, opposite his fulling-mill. Mr. White

died on 5th mo. 12, 1780, and his heirs, Josiah and
-Joseph White, sold the fulling-mill in 1807 to Isaac
Carr, and in 1813 Carr sold it to Cox & Shreve.
Iron-Works. — About the year 1730, Isaac Pearson,

Mahlon Stacy, and John Burr purchased three hun
dred and forty -one acres of land on the south side of
Rancocas Creek, and built an iron-works, which was
operated by them and their successors until the com
war, when it was
mencement of the Revolutionary
destroyed by the British, who discovered that cannon
and cannon-balls were being made here for the use of
Inl869, when the last saw-mill
the Federal army.
was built by R. C. & A. R. Shreve, a new founda
tion was put down a little north of the old mill built
by Cox & Shreve in 1812. While excavating for the
foundation the workmen found a large quantity of
timber formerly used in the old building or iron
They also found pig-iron, scrap-iron, cannonworks.

balls, workmen's tools, and other things which had
lain there since 1776.
The saw- and grist-mill, also the iron-works, had

many joint owners (see breviat of title) from the
time of their first starting up to 1796, when Ellis and
Robert Levis were the principal owners of all the

mill property, including the iron-works, which they
conveyed to Richard Cox aud Robert Davidson. The
fulling-mill, however, was still owned by Josiah
White.
In 1804, Robert Davidson sold his undivided right
in the property to Charles Shreve, so that at this time
Cox & Shreve became owners of the whole property,
except the fulling-mill, which they also purchased of
Isaac Carr in 1807. Charles Shreve died in 1815, and
Richard Cox in 1816, and both dying intestate, the
whole property was inherited by their heirs, Rebecca
P. Shreve. daughter of Richard Cox and wife of
This made the children of Charles
Charles Shreve.
and Rebecca P. Shreve, through the father and
mother, inherit five-eighths of the whole property.
Killy V. Allen, Marion Wilmer, and Eliza H. Cox
inherited the other three-eighths of the property.
The whole of the mill property is now owned by
Richard C. Shreve, one-half, and Ellen and Virginia
Shreve, the other half.
In 1818, George Hulme, of Bucks County, Pa., pur
chased three-eighths of the property belonging to K.

V. Allen

and others, and
other rights, until he owned
erty, and ran the mills till
then in possession of R. C.

In

subsequently purchased
over one-half the prop

The property was
& A. R. Shreve till 1867.

1831.

1869, A. R. Shreve died, leaving the property, as
above stated, in possession of R. C. Shreve and others.
The grist-mill now standing on Mill Street was
built by Cox & Davidson in 1796, and contained at
that time three runs of French buhrs, which were

driven

by the old-fashioned start-wheel, as used in
that day, under an eight-foot head of water. The
old start-wheel subsequently gave place to an im
proved breast-wheel in 1840, which was used till
when that water-wasting machine was super
by three of Risdon's 52-inch turbine-wheels,
which run five French burr-stones, together with all
the modern improvements that go to make a first-class
1870,

seded

custom and flouring mill.
In 1811, Cox & Shreve removed the saw-mill from
its first location on Mill Street, near the grist-mill,
to the site formerly occupied by the iron-works on
Pine Street. The mill at that time was built for the
manufacture of oak lumber from the large oaks that
grew abundantly near Mount Holly.

In 1869, R. C. & A. R. Shreve, owning all the
mill property, found the saw-mills inadequate for the
cutting of pine and hemlock of this section into
.. lumber, built an entire new mill, into which circular
saws and other modern machinery of the most
ap
proved kind were placed, and added to
the mill a
sash and blind manufactory.

MOUNT
Paper-Mill. — During the ownership of the mill
property by Cox & Shreve (1807-14), they sold a
right to the use of a certain quantity of water to a
party to operate a paper-mill, which was built at the
extreme end of what is now known as Wall Street

(then called Paper-Mill Street).
From the time the
mill was built to 1836 laid paper only was made at
this mill. In that year Bennett & Walton, of Phila
delphia, became owners of the property, and for the
purpose of making it a first-class mill placed in it
the most improved
machinery, including a large
Fordrinier machine, which saved both time and
labor, besides making a better quality of paper. The
mill continued under the management of Samuel F.
Levis until the summer of 1840, when it was de
stroyed by fire and never rebuilt.
Hulme & Shreve
purchased the water-power, thus making them the
sole owners of the water-power at Mount Holly.
Samuel F. Levis, manager of the old paper-mill,

subsequently started a small paper-mill adjoining the
plaster-mill, near the grist-mill, which he operated
till 1856, when the manufacture of paper at Mount

Holly was abandoned.
Improving Navigation

on the Rancocas. — In
connection with the water-power, the Rancocas Creek
was early used for the transporting of lumber to and
merchandise from Philadelphia by means of small

thirty to fifty tons burthen, Mount
Holly being at the head of tide-water, also of naviga
boats of from

tion, as the mill-dam prevented boats from passing
Large quantities of wood and
farther up-stream.
lumber were rafted down the stream from the pine
lands farther up. Some of this was taken out at a

wharf near the old saw-mill and sold at Mount Holly,
while most of it passed through the raft-gate at the
dam, floating along down to the Delaware.
When the mill-dam was rebuilt in 1831 the rafting
of lumber down the Rancocas had entirely ceased, so
that the mill-owners dispensed with a raft-gate in the
new dam.
Some time previous to the commencement of the
present century a company was organized for the im
provement of the navigation of the north branch of
Rancocas Creek to enable boats to pass up the stream.

To do this it was the intention of the company to en
large the mill-race between the old saw-mill and the
through.
main creek, so as to enable small boats to pass
of
the old
side
the
constructed
by
A lock was partly
put down,
lock
was
of
the
foundation
The
saw-mill.
When Cox & Shreve re
but never completed.
moved the old mill and built the new one on Pine
filled in, covering
Street, the old fexcavations were
the foundation of both lock and mill, where they

remain at present.

Company— In

1825 or 1826 a company
Company"
was
Steamboat
Rancocas
called
for
facilities
the
purpose
increasing
of
formed for the
passengers between Mount
freight
and
transporting
succeeded in
Holly and Philadelphia. The company

Steamboat

"The
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in
building a steamer, and christened it "
honor of Gen. Lafayette, who was then visiting this
Lafayette,"

country.

The boat made but few trips between the two places,
when the enterprise was abandoned, the steamer sold,
and the traffic returned to the good old way of the
" Conestoga" and " Concord."
The reason for abandoning the steamboat enter
was the uncertainty of returning to Mount
Holly on account of the ebbing of the tide, which

prise

caused many delays and inconveniences.
The old stage-coach landed passengers at " Old
Cooper's"
Billy
At that time, and
ferry in Camden.
for many years previous, Cooper's was the principal
stopping-place

in Camden. He would stand on the
wharf and call out to travelers, " Over to Arch Street !"
and on the return trip he could be heard hajlooing at
" Over to Billy Cooper's I"
the top of his voice,
Stage-Coaching and Railroading — Whenever
the people are provided with proper facilities for trav
eling, no matter in what direction, there will be found
the tide of travel.

From

1676, about the time

Mount Holly

was set

tled, to 1826 the only public conveyance between
Mount Holly and Philadelphia for passenger traffic
" Conestoga wagon," with
was the cumbersome old
bows over the body, and those covered with some kind
of cotton cloth, and no springs beneath for the com
fort of passengers. In these heavy wagons passen
gers and freight were carted to Camden for the first
century, when a new era broke in upon the traveling
public in the shape of the comfortable old Concord
coach. This luxury lasted for nearly or quite fifty
years more.

As soon as the Camden and Amboy Railroad was
built from Camden to Burlington, the route of travel
was changed, and a line of stages put on between
Mount Holly and Burlington, where the passengers
were transferred to steamboats or cars for Philadel
phia, which was quite an improvement on the Camden
route.

In

1836 a charter was granted by the State

Legisla

ture for building a railroad from Mount Holly to
Camden, for which a large amount of stock was sub
scribed, but not enough to insure its completion, and

the enterprise being discouraged by the old Camden
and Amboy Road, was thus delayed for several years,
and finally, in 1850, the Camden and Amboy built a
branch from Burlington to MountHolly, thus enabling
the people here to go at that time to Philadelphia
without change of cars.

The people of Mount Holly were not entirely satis
fied with this arrangement, yet had forfeited their
rights granted in the first, and kept besieging the
Legislature, which was completely under the control
of the Camden and Amboy, for another grant or char
ter. They finally succeeded in getting a charter for a
horse-car railroad from Mount Holly to Camden, when
grading and bridging was commenced, not for horse-
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cars, but for engine, freight and passenger coaches.
The Camden and Amboy people seeing the situation,
relinquished their fight in the Legislature, secured a
controlling interest in the new road, which became

and Burlington County Railroad, now
Pennsylvania Railroad, and in October, 1867, trains
commenced running, and now the people of Mount
Holly have the pleasure and convenience of thirteen
trains equipped with palace coaches running from
Mount Holly to Philadelphia every twenty-four hours.

the Camden

Mount Holly, Lumberton and Medford Rail
road is the title of a road six and two-tenths miles
long, running from Mount Holly through Lumberton
Charter for said road was obtained Feb
to Medford.
The probabilities of building it being
ruary, 1866.
so few, no efforts were made for obtaining stock until
Dec. 2, 1868, fifty thousand dollars of stock
1868.

being obtained, organization was effected by the elec
tion of Dr. H. P. Ely, Isaac P. Stokes, Barclay
Haines, James Allen, Joseph H. Deacon, Benjamin
Reeves, and Henry I. Budd,
directors ; Dr. H. P. Ely, president ; Isaac W. Stokes,
July 24, 1869, commenced
secretary and treasurer.
November 3d, commenced
grading the road-bed.
laying the iron. December 10th, of the same year,
the last rail was laid, and on Dec. 20, 1869, the road
was formally opened for business, five months after

F. Shreve,

Richardson

L.

Cost of road and
moving the first shovel of dirt.
equipment, $170,650; capital stock paid in, $95,650;
Was leased to the joint rail
bonded debt, $75,000.
road companies of New Jersey, March 11, 1873, at an
annual rental of $11,189, and by them leased to the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company at the same rent.
Railroad.
The
Is operated by the Pennsylvania

present directors are Henry I. Budd, Isaac W. Stokes,
Henry Risdon, James N. Stratton, Franklin B.

Levis, Daniel Sutter,

Clifford S. Sims; Henry I,

Budd, president; Isaac W. Stokes, secretary and
treasurer.
Barclay Haines succeeded Dr. H. P. Ely,
upon his death, as president.
H. I. Budd succeeded
Barclay Haines on his death. The road passes through
a fine agricultural district, which is mostly underlaid
with a large deposit of marl, the transportation of

which to distant farms forms

a large portion

of its

traffic.

Whipping-Post.— In the good
Market-House and
days
of Mount Holly there stood at the intersec
old
tion of Main, Mill, Dobbins Avenue, and Washington
" Market-House," where all that were
Streets the old
then boys or young men could go and purchase on
certain days all kinds of meats and vegetables then

in the country, which were not
inferior in quantity or quality to those found at the
present day in the small shops and butcher-wagons.
The old market was in form an oblong square, con
taining eight stalls for the accommodation of marketraised or cultivated

men, and were rented to them by the township
A walk or passage-way ran through the
authorities.
centre of the building at right angles, dividing the

building into four squares of two stalls each. The
west end of the building covered the site now occupied
by the fountain in front of the Arcade Hotel, and the
side'
cross-walk from the east side of Main to the south
of Mill Streets ran crosswise through the centre of the
The last market-house was built in 1799,
market.
and was removed in 1838 or 1840, Judge Haywood
being the purchaser.
At the east end of the market stood for many years
one of the then popular institutions of New Jersey

" Whip
and terror to evil-doers, the old, time-honored
ping-Post,"
at whose shrine many a rascal has paid

the penalty of his crime in blood and tears. For
many years previous to building the above-mentioned
market-house the same site was occupied by a twostory frame building, whicii was built long prior to the

recollection of the oldest citizen now living. The
lower part was used as a market, and the upper story
This building was sold to William
as a town hall.

Brown, of Philadelphia, who removed it to Pleasant
Bank, N. J.

BREVIAT OF TITLE TO MOUNT HOLLY, OR "TIIE MILLS."
Lib. B, 80, AAA, fol. 267.—Edward Byling and trustees by L. and
release, March 1 and 2, 1076, conveys to Tho Kudyard and Jno
Ridges in fee Bimple as tenantsin common,one whole propriety to
lands in West Jersey.
Gardiner's Book of Surveys,8.— John Ridges by virtuo thereof locates
871 acres of land on part whereof the town of Mount Holly is
built.
Lib. B, 174.— John Ridges, by letters of attorney dated July 15,1GS5,impowors Samuel Jennings to sell the same.
Lib. B,fol. 708.— SamuelJennings, by virtue thereof, by indenture dated
March 14,1701,conveysto Edward Gaskill and Ju-iah Southwick,
the whole of said tract by metesand bounds in fee simple astenants
in common.
G. H., fol. 308,Lib. G,fol. 395.—Edward Gaskill and Josiah Southwick di
vided the samehy surveys aud deedsof division to eacli other, dated
Nov. 19, 1720.
E. F.,fol. 210,IK.— Edward Gaskill, being sole seizedof a moiety of tho
said large tract, conveys to Thomas Brian in fee tho lots whereon
tho MillB stand,by deed Juno 7, 17-:i, the same lot being on tho
north side of the main branch of Ancocas (now Rancocas).
Lib. B,fol. 081.—Francis Collins being seizedof four-seventh parts of a
propriety by virtue of a conveyancefrom Byling and trustees,dated
June 2, 1677.
D,fol. 470; M,fot. 128.—Located a tract on the south side the Branch
of Ancocas,and by deed June 29, 1704,conveys 300 acres there to
the aforesaid Thomas Brien (his son-in-law) and Rebecca,his wife,
the daughter of said CollinB, which said Thomas Biian sold a part
ono acre on tho Boothside of Ancocas, being the laud whereat one
end of the Bam joins.
I. E. —Thomas Brian so being seized conveys one-fouilh of tho Mills
and lots to his son Samuel Brian, in feeJune 22, 172:1.
I. K.— Thomas Brian conveysat the sametime one fourth to Abraham
Bickley in fee. N. B. ThU deed beingmislaid a releaseis procured
from Brian's heirs toS. & R. Lewis. Thomas Brian at the sametimo
conveys a quarter part to Edward Gaskill iu fee.
/. K. — ThomaB Brian at the same time conveys the remaining quarter
to James Lippincott in fee.
I. A".—Abra Bickley conveysone-eighth of tho premisesto Jonas Sleeper
in fee, April 14,1725.
Abraham Bickley at tho same time conveys another eighth (being (ho
whole of his estatein the premises)to James Lippincott iu fee.

Aug.

James Lippincott conveys his said
of Bickley to William Murrell in
fee, whereby the whole estate in the said premises
became vested in Samuel Brian, two-eighths; Edward
eighth

31, 1730,

purchased

MOUNT
Gaskill, two-eighths; James Lippincott, two-eighths;
Jonathan Sleeper, one-eighth; and William Murrell,
one-eighth.

Lib. H, 427.— JoBiah White was seized in fee of a certain tract of land
(being part of the 871acres beforerecited) which lie purchased May
29,1730,of Samuel Gaskill, who purchased the sameof his father,
Edward Gaskill, June 30,1727. By indenture, dated August 1, 1730,
conveyed3*4 acreBpart thereof contiguous to said Mills to Samuel
Brian, in fee. N. B. The deedfrom Edward Gaskill to Samuel GaFkill, his son,being mislaid or lust, Edward Gaskill confirms the title
in Josiah White deednow in White's possession.
I. £".—The Mill Company finding the present place of its situation in
convenient, inclines to removethe Bame,and Samuel Brian, one of
the partners, in considerationof certain privileges of using and ap
propriating the stream to turn a Bolting Mill, conveys to his co
partner part of the lot he had purchased as aforesaid from Josiah
White, containing about 64 square perches by metes and bounds,
whereon part of the Grist Mill now stauds. VideS. Briau'B deed,
dated May 31,1735.
7. K.~ May 9, 1737,Samuel Bryan and Elizabeth, his wife, convey onoquarter of the grist-mill to Ebenezer Large in fee.
I. K.— The sameday, Samuel Bryan, Edward Gaskill, James Lippincott,
and William Murrell (Jonathan Sleeper,the other partner, being
dead,and his heirs-at-lawunder age)conveyto said Ebenezer Large
about forty squarefeetadjoining the grist-mill, for erecting a bolt
ing-mill, with privilege of the water in fee.
April 13,1742,Ebenezer Large conveysall his estatein the premisesto
Abraham Griffith in fee.
I. K. — April 17,1744,William Murrell conveyshis eighth of the grist-mill
to Abraham Griffeth in fee.
April 16,1748,Abraham Griffith conveys all his estatein the grist-mill,
being three-eighths,to Thomas Atkinson iu fee.
Lib. 0, fol. 220.— March 18,1747,James Lippincott conveysall his estate
in the grist-mill, being two-eighths, to the said Thomas Atkinson
in fee.
Thomas Atkinson's estatein the grist-mill being taken in execution by
William Smith, sheriff, he, by deed,conveyed tho sameto Thomas
Atkinson, the elder, in fee, Aug. 3, 1757.
Will dated Oct.15,1757,Lib. No. 8, 497.—Thomas Atkinson, the elder,
died seized thereof, having first madehis will and testament,and
appointed Edward Tonkin, Esq., against whom judgment was ob
tained by Richard Smith for the debt of his testator,and his estate
in the grist-mill, beingfive-eighths parts, wastaken in execution by
Joseph Imlay, Esq., sheriff, who.by deed dated April 21,1758,con
veyed the sameto John Hatkinson, of Mount Holly, in fee.
January 4, 1747,Edward Gaskil I, by deed,conveysone-eighthof the grist
mill to his son, Benjamin Gaskill, in fee.
Same time Edward Gaskill conveys another eighth thereof to Joseph
Gaskill in fee.
Whereby the said grist-mill, with the appurtenances,was held and en
joyed in company as follows: John Hatkinson, five-eighths; Ben
jamin Gaskill, one-eighth ; Joseph Gaskill, one-eighth; John Sleeper,
as heir-at-law of Jonathan Sleeper, one-eighth.
May 25,1758,Benjamin Gaskill and Joseph Gaskill, by deed,conveytheir
estatein the premisesto John Hatkinson in fee.
j, k. June 1G,1759,John Sleeper and Hannah, his wife, conveytheir
estatein the premisesto John Hatkinson iu fee. whereby the said
John Hatkinson becameseizedof the whole of the said grist-mill
in fee.
May 22,1740,William Murrell conveyshis one-eighth part to Benjamin
Brian in fee.
Title to fflve-Eigltthsof theSaw-Mill.
Edward Gaskill, by deed,July 31,1720,conveyed his share, being twoeighths, to his son, Samuel Gaskill, in fee.
December20,1735,SamuelGaBkill conveyedthe sameto ThomasAtkin
son in fee.
conveyed the sameto Abraham
O. K.— May 14,1740,Thomas Atkinson
Farrington in fee.
July 4, 1742,Abraham Farrington conveys the sameto Andrew Conroc
in fee.
September3, 1748,Andrew Conroe conveysthe sameto Jonathan Hough
in fee.
conveys the sameto John Mcintosh
March 11,174|, Jonathan Hough
in fee.
12
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John Mcintosh died intestate seized thereof, and judgment being ob
tained against his administratrix, Joseph Uollinsliead, sheriff, by
virtue of au execution,seizedand sold the sameby deed,March 21,
1749,to Thomas Budd (Cooper)in fee.
— Thomas Budd by will devised the sameto his son, Joseph
No 10,205.
Budd, in fee.
March 18,17C9,Joseph Budd conveysthe sameto John Hatkinson in fee.
April 23, 1747,James Lippincott conveys one-eighth part to Thomas
Wills in fee.
April 25,1748,Tliomas Wills conveysthe sameto William Budd in fee.
Ab. 5, fol. 399.— Benjamin Brian died seized thereof, and by his will,
datedJune 13,1744,devised the sameto Mary Brian, his wife, dur
ing her natural life, remainder to William Stockton in fee.
April 1,1748,the said Mary Brian, William Stockton,and Mary, his wife,
convey the sameto John Munrow and Joh Lippincott in fee.
April 15,1757,John Munrow and Job Lippincott convey the same to
William Budd in fee, whereby the said William Budd becomes
seizedof two-eighths of said saw-mill in fee.
William Budd, by deed 11thof 5th month, 17G2,conveys the said twoeighths to John Hatkinson in fee,whereby the said John Hat kinsou becomesseizedof one-half of said saw-mill in fee.
May 6,1758,James Lippincott and Anna, his wife, conveyhis remaining
one-eighth of Baid saw-mill to John Hatkinson in fee,which com
pletes the said John Hatkinson'a title to five-eighths of said saw
mill.
Title totheMeadowby theMill.
Proved and in possessionof Josiah White.— Edward Gaskill, out of the
871acres, conveyeda tract,called Gaskill's Neck, to his son, Siimucl
Gaskill, on or about June 30, 1737,which deedbeing lost or mislaid
Edward Gaskill made a new deed thereof, writing the former tu
-¦
Samuel Gaskill in fee Aug. 2, 1727.
M. H.,fol. 427.—Samuel Gaskill, May 29, 1730, conveys the same to
Josiah White in fee.
Josiah White, Aug. 1,1730,conveysthree and a quarter acresto Samuel
Brian in fee.
Samuel Brian conveys the same (except what he had before conveyed
to the mill company)unto Thomas Shinn, Esq., in fee. N. B. This
deedis mislaid, and a releasehas beenexecutedby T. Shinn,Esq., hu
heir-at-law. Dec. 17, 1750,Thomas Shinn conveys the same to
Tliomas Atkinson iu fee.
Lib. 0, 154.— William Smith, sheriff, conveysthe sameto Henry Cooper
in fee.
Henry Cooper and wife, March 10, 1759,convey the same to John
Hatkinson in fee.
Title to theLot on north sideof Mill Street.
day of
Edward Gaskill, out of 871acres,
, conveysto Samuel
Brian a large lot, including the premises,in fee.
Lib. No, 4, 336.— Samuel Brian, by his will, datedOct.18,1741,empowers
his executors,Elizabeth Brian and John Hewlings, and the sur
vivor or survivors of these,to sell and conveythe same.
Dec. 22, 1746,Eliz. Brian conveys the same or some part thereof to
Joseph Brian in fee, who was also heir-at-law to SamuelBrian.
April 24,1747,Joseph Brian conveystwenty perchesby metesaud bounds
to Andrew Conro in fee.
Joseph Brian, Feb. 2,1740,conveyseighteenperchesby metesand bounds
to Benjamin Brian in fee.
William Stockton and Mary, his wife (which Mary was heiressof Ben
jamin Brian), convey the same, May 6, 1751,to Andrew Conroe iu
tee.
John Adams, July 18, 1748,conveysthe same to Thomas Atkinson In
fee.
Thomas Atkinson, 2d of 10th month, 1752,conveysthe sameto Andrew
Conroein fee.
Andrew Conroe and wife, hy deed poll 25th 6th month, 1762,convey a
pirt of the said three lots to his son ThomasConroe in fee.
Andrew Conroe and Jane, bis wife, 14th 10th month, 1762,convey part
of the said three lots to said Thomas Conroein fee.
Thomas Cunroeand Mary, his wife, conveyall their estatein the prem
isesto Johu Hatkinson in fee,7th of 3d month, 17G8.
Shreve"
Breviat of Title to theShreveproperty,now ia possession
9
of Charles
heirs.
John Carty, Esqr., and othersto John Ross, 1773.—For thirty acres land
jnear Mount Holly, conveyed by the executors of Ross to Chailcs
Shreve,and at the sarue time Shrive conveyedonc-haif hack to R.
Cox.
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Francis Levis, NathanielLevis,and ThomasCariby,executors
of thelastwill
to Richard Cox, Jr., and Rob
and testament
of Robert Levis, deceased,
ert Davidson,May 31, 1796.—For two-thirds of grist-mill and appur
tenances. Two-thirds of, one-half of five-eighths of saw-mill and
appurtenances. Two-thirds of meadow land contiguous to grist
mill, all lying on south side of Mill Street. Two-thirds of one-half
of half of a messuage. Three lots on north side of Mill Street.
Two-thirds of one-half of a lot of ground, about four acres. Twothirds of half of iron-works and 125acres of land.,
David Levis and wife to RobertDavidsonand Richard Cox, May 31,1796.—

For one-eighth part of Mount Holly saw mill.
David Levis, GeorgeEddy, Robert Wain, and Joseph Levis,to Richard Cox
For one half of griBt-mill and appurte
and RobertDavidson,179G.—
nances. One-half of five-eighths of saw-mill aud appurtenances.
Half of lot of land lying contiguous to grist-mill, all lying on south
side of Mill Street. Half of a messuageand lot of ground on north
side of Mill Street. Half of a lot of ground of about four acres.

conveys to Thomas Atkinson and his heirs her share.
left issue Mahlon Kirkbride, her heir5. Re
at-law.
4. Ruth married Samuel Atkinson.
becca, by the name of Wright, by deed duly executed
5th 1st mo., 174f, Rec. E. F., 4286, conveys a part of
3. Sarah Stacy

her share to Joshua Wright, Nathan Wright, Mahlon
Wright, David Wright, Isaac Knight, and Elizabeth,
, his wife, late

Half of iron-works and of 125acresof land.
NaOianidLevis and wife to Richard Cox, Jr., and RobertDavidson,1796.—
For one-third of one-half of grist-mill and appurtenances. Eleven
forty-eighth parts of saw-mill and appurtenances. One-third of onehalf of meadow land contiguous to grist-mill. All the above on
south side of Mill Street. One-third of one-half of a messuageand
lot of ground on the north side of Mill Street. One-third of a lot of
ground of about four acres. One-third of one-half of iron-works
and of 125acresof land.
—For four acres of land
RobertDavidsonand wife to CharicsShreve,1804.
in Northampton.
— For thirty-three
Richard Coxand MosesKemptonto CharlesShreve,1805.
acresof land on the south side of main north branch of Rancocas
Creek, near Mount Holly, part of the estateof John Ross, deceased^
For one-eighth part of saw-mill and
RebeccaWhiteto Isaac Carr, 1807.—
sundry lots in Mount Holly.
— For onemoiety and equal
CharlesShreveand wife to Richard Cox,1815.
undivided half part of thirty-three acres of land on the south side
of main branch of RancocasCreek, near Mount Holly.
—For a
SamuelRisdon and wife to Richard Cox and CharlesShreve,1811.
lot in Mount Holly, on north side of Mill Street, containing one
rood and ten perches.
— For fulling7saacCarr andwife toRichard Coxand CharlesShreve,1813.
mill and land in Mount Holly.

The following chain of titles cover the land upon
which is located the grist-mill and saw-mill upon the
opposite side of the stream, and was formerly known
" Iron-works" lot, upon the south side of the
as the

creek or race, south of Mill Street, and the "Mill
where the grist-mill now stands, also covering a
large portion of the town of Mount Holly.

lot,"

Iron- WorksLot.
No. 1, April 22,1719,D, folio 470.—Francis Collins, by deed poll in con
sideration of natural love and affection, etc., conveys to Thomas
Brian and Rebecca,his wife (Drof said F. C), and to their heirs and
assignsfor 300acresof land on Northampton River.
No. 2, May 18, 1730,E,fol. 82.—Thomas Brian and Rebecca, his wife,
by indentnre in consideration of £225, convey to Isaac Pearson,
Mahlon Stacy, and John Burr 345 acres moreor less (with an ex
ception, etc.),and their heirs in common (samoland admitted),ac
knowledged by tho grantor only, and recordedon that proof.
No. 3, March 26,1747,H, 130.— Isaac Pearson,by indenture in consider
ation of £300,conveys]/t of the samelaud to John Ah Denormandie
in fee.
No. 4( Samedale,Lib. H, folio 122.—John Burr, by indenture in consid
eration of £300,conveys another % of same lands to John Ab De
normandie in fee, so that John Ah Denormandie had then twothirds.

Mahlon Stacy died intestate, leaving five sisters, —
Elizabeth Stacy, Mary Stacy, Sarah Stacy, Ruth
1. Elizabeth had issue
Stacy, and Rebecca Stacy.
2. Mary Stacy, by
Amos Jenny, her heir-at-law.
the name of Pownal, by deed dated May 31, 1742,

Elizabeth Wright, John Terry, and Re

becca, his wife, late Rebecca Wright, children of the
part she con
said Rebecca Stacy ; the remaining
with Thomas
tinued seized of, and intermarried
Potts.
No. 5, H, fol. 115.— Samuel Atkinson and Ruth, hiB wife, and John
Wright for themselves,and Amos Jenny, Thomas Atkinson, Mahlon
Kirkbride, Nathan Wright, Mahlon Wright, David Wright, Isaac
Knight, and Elizabeth, his wife, John Terry and wife, by Samuel
Atkinson and Joshua Wright, their attorneys^convey the third
which Mahlon Stacy stood seized of as aboveto the said John Ab
Denormandie in fee. 13 Letters of Attorney, Recd in Lib. G. H., fol.
38'J.
No, 6, May 12,1847,H,fol. 125.—Thomas Shinn to John Ab Denorman
die for the right of digging ore, etc.

By a deed from John Ab Denormandie, who then
stood seized of the whole, renders a verbal trust or
agreement with. Peter Bard, Evan Morgan, and John
Pass, to Peter Bard for one-quarter, dated Nov. 5,
1747. It appears the above conveyances for the threequarters were in trust for Peter Bard, Evan Morgan,
and John Pass and himself, each for one-quarter.
Nov.5, 1747,No. 7, GG, fol. 22.—John Ab Denormandie by the last-men
tioned Indenture, in consideration of the agreement aforesaid and
5/-, convoysone-quaiter to Peter Bard and his heirs.
No. 8, Nov. 16,1747,GG,fol. 69.—John Ab Denormandie by Indenture,
at the requestof John Pass (who signs and sealsthe deed)and in
consideration of the trust aforesaid,conveys one-quarter,and Evan
Morgan one-quarter,both making one moiety to Evan Morgan in
fee.
No. 9, May ], 1749,Lib-. E,fol. 6.— John Ab Denormandie by Indenture,
in considerationof £500,conveys one-eighth to John Denormandie
in fee.
ATo.l0, Sept.3, 1754,L, lfi5.— John Ab Denormandie, Peter Bard, and
Morris Morgan (as heirs at law to Evan Morgan) by Indenture, in
considerationof 5/, conveys to Henry Paxson and Joseph Hollins
head and their assigns forever, seven-eighths to the interest that
they may sell at Public Vendue to pay the company's debts,etc.
No. 11, Sept. 7, 1754,L, fol 31.—John Denormandie, by Indenture in
considerationof £5 and the agreement to, sell, conveys to Paxsou
and Hollinshead and their heirs his one-eighth.
No. 12,May 1, 1760,P,fol, 451.—Paxson and Hollinshead by Indenture,
reciting the two last deeds and a sale at vendue, in consideration
of £G12.10,convey all their estateto the above premises to Peter
Bard in fee, which estatewas only sufficient to pay the debts,
No. 13,Nov.11,17G0—A defectbeing suspectedin the deedfrom J. A. D.,
P. B.,and M. M. to Paxson and Hollinshead, William Denormandie
as heir-at-law to J. A. D. to perfect the sameas to hU part, and in
considerationof £5, conveys to Peter Bard andhis heirs all his right^
No. 14, Feb.7, 1769.—Joseph Imley, Esqr., Sheriff, by virtue of a judg
ment obtained by Peter Bard against M. Morgau for £800,and in
considerationof £600,by Indenture conveys M. Morgan's moiety of
the Iron Works for the same reason.
— Thomas Brian and wife, as heirs at law to Rebecca
No. 15, Aug. 6, 17G8.
Brian, mentionedin conveyanceNo. 2, who was not privately exam
ined, in considerationof 5/- (to remedyany defect),convey to Peter
Bard in feeall their right to the 345acres.
No. 1G,June G, 1770.—John Fenimoie and wife, who was daughter and
residuary legateeof RebeccaBrian, to remedythe defectwhich deed
No. 15 was intended to remedybut did not effect,in consideration
of £5, convey to Daniel Ellis for the use of Poter Bard's creditors in
fee,all their right to the said land.

MOUNT
Extracts from Wills, Deeds, Etc.— "Nathaniel
Cripps, his will. This ninth day of the tenth month
in the year of Our Lord one thousand seven hundred

I Nathaniel

Cripps, of the township of
and County of Burlington, in the,
Western Division of the province of New Jersey,
farmer, being sick and weak of body, but of sound
and perfect mind and memory, thanks be to Almighty
God for the same, and calling to mind that mortality
of the body, and knowing that it is appointed for a man

and forty-six,
Northampton

once to die, do make and ordain this my last Will
and Testament, &c."
1st. His first bequest is to his granddaughter, Mary
Cripps, six pounds, left as a legacy, and fifty pounds

by himself, to be paid her when she arrives at the
age of twenty-one years, or is married, whichever oc
curs first.

He gives to his son, Benjamin Cripps, the
near Bridgetown (now Mount Holly),
" Beginning at
and sixty acres of land thus bounded :
a stake by the road or street on the north side of the
field by the partition fence ; thence upon a line east
erly through the field to where the cross fence Joyns
2d.

" Brick House"

with the other fence to a stake for a second corner ;
thence turning more southerly one course to the old
line to include sixty-three acres and a half with what
have given to my daughter, Hannah Busby ; thence
westerly by the old line and his sister's land to the

I

street ; from thence northerly
tioned."

to the stake first men

He also gives his son, Benjamin Cripps, twenty
" Beginning at stake by Benja
acres, thus bounded :
min Brian's ditch, and running easterly by Abraham
Brian's, to the fast land by the road ; thence turning
upon a right angle as far as a parallel line with the
first line, will include the twenty acres by running
westerly to the ditch ; thence northerly to the afore
said stake ; also a piece of land on the south side of
the creek, below Patrick Reynold's meadow : Begin
ning at his corner by the road, and running such
courses as will include twenty acres above Mahlon
Pigg landing; also sixteen acres of cedar swamp
Machiscoturin."
lying on the south branch of

document was signed, sealed, pub
in presence of Abraham Griffith,
declared
and
lished,
Thomas Shinn, and John Duncan.

This ancient

Pioneer Stores, Taverns, and Trades of Mount
traversing the dial-plate of old Time

Holly.—After

for nearly two centuries, as has been the case with
quaint old Mount Holly, we are at last confronted
with the seemingly conundrum of who was the
pioneer merchant, who the pioneer tavern-keeper,

pioneers.
These
and who of all the trades were the
antiquated antiquarian
questions
most
the
for
are hard
press of the town for
to answer, especially when the
three-quarters
of
a century has culti
the last half or
let
the real history of
and
interest,
other
vated every
lie buried, and
country
surrounding
and
town
the
rubbish of a century or
deeply buried, beneath the
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two of years. However, with the crow, pick, and
spade of research we hope to bring to light some of
the hidden treasures.

Taverns. — Like all other towns this one must have
its hostelry, its genial old Boniface, who is not only
ever courteous to his guests, but is also a regular
magazine of pleasing anecdotes ; and a combination
of all the qualities
pioneer

landlord

that go to make up a first-class
to find in old Zachariah

we seem

" Old Zack." He was
Rossell.
knew
Everybody
known all the way from Philadelphia to New York,
" un
and even in England he was not one of the
known,"
"
shot"
helped
hot
to the
for he
to serve out
British when they invaded his country. He kept the
" Black Horse" tavern, as it was called. It was a
large frame building, and stood about where the har
ness-shop of Samuel Bisdon, C. M. Sloan's insurance
office, and J. N. Stratton's law-offices are located, in
the north extension of the Arcade, only a little farther
back from the street, and the gable end to the road.
" Zack" was not exactly the pioneer in this business,
though his hostelry antedates the Revolutionary war,
but was the popular landlord of all this section. Had
we the space many pleasing anecdotes might be cred
Zack,"
ited to " Old
who was subsequently Judge Ros
sell. In this tavern Rossell was preceded by a Mr.
Davis, and succeeded by James Downs, Thomas B.
Smith, Richard Shreve, Griffith Owen, and Stacy B.
Campion.

The south end of what is now the Arcade Hotel
was built by John Hatkinson prior to the Revolu
tionary war. The south side or wall of the hallway
running through the present hotel was the north wall

of the original building. In 1777 William Livings
ton, Provincial Governor of New Jersey, boarded here
Reu
during that year while on his parole of honor.
ben Haines kept a store in the building, and Joseph
Hatkinson kept tavern here for many years. On his
sign was painted the coat of arms of New Jersey, also
Safety."
In 1833
the words "Peace, Liberty, and
this property was purchased by Stacy B. Campion,
Mr.
who was then keeping the old Rossell tavern.
Campion changed to the State Arms House, where
he kept tavern several years, and was succeeded by
Richard H. Humphrey, William C. Davis, Shepherd
Mr. Campion enlarged
Low, and Edward Bullett.
the main building to its present size, and in 1853 the
frame buildings removed and the present brick exten
sion along Main Street erected, and the whole prop
" Arcade Hotel."
erty named
Keys"
"
tavern, so named from two
The old Cross
large keys being crossed and hung up for a sign. This
war veterans,
was another of the ante-Revolutionary

Evans'
and stood on the site now occupied by John
of
west
side
Main
and
Street,
and
the
residence,
store
alley leading from the street to the yard in rear of
tavern is now covered by the confectionery-store of

Andrew Davis.

souls"

During "the times that tried men's
of British soldiers was quartered

a company
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"
at the old Cross Keys.". It was kept by Thomas
Shinn, of whom but little is known. He was succeeded
by some of the following dispensers of hay, lodging,
lightning:" Hugh
Clutch,
oats, hominy, and "Jersey
Samuel Clement, Daniel Holeman, Thomas Prickitt,
Pool, Robert Sowersby, Jacob Pool, John Sailor,
who kept the Cross Keys in 1814.
The last named
commanded the Mount Holly company at the skir
Adin Syne was
mish at Billingsport, in New Jersey.
the last landlord in the old Cross Keys tavern in 1851
or 1852.
The property was then purchased by An
drew Davis.
The " Washington House" was formerly the private
residence of Adam Farquar, and subsequently the
residence of Aquilla Shinn. It was first kept as a
tavern by Elisha Jewell, who was succeeded by Gil
bert Earl, Montgomery Polhemus, Revel Elton, Jona
than Deacon, Joseph Wildes, Capt. John Gardiner,

Griffith Owen, Daniel T. Bennett, John West, Lewis
Coates Stockton, S. B. Campion, and C. Morgan Lip
pincott, who sold to Joseph Reagan, the present pro
prietor.
Whether these landlords are placed in the
order in which they dispensed pioneer provender or
not we cannot say, but tradition gives them as they
are here. Of all the landlords in the old " Washing
ton," " Morg" Lippincott
is said to be the most prac

tical joker.

In about 1800 a tavern was built on the corner of
Main and Mill Streets, where the Union National
Bank now stands. In 1818 it was kept by Richard
Shreve, who was succeeded by Peter Stryker, who
kept it for about seven years. Charles Bryant kept
here for several years, and was succeeded by his son.

He was succeeded by a Mr. Britton, and then Levi
Davis kept it for several years and removed to Bor
dentown, where he now keeps the Bordentown House.
He was the last tavern-keeper in the old corner
tavern.

John F. Smith's hotel, on Mill Street, was one of the
pioneer taverns of Mount Holly, and from its location
it would naturally be supposed to have been the first

in this town, as it is near the original mills, and in
that part of the town first settled. The tavern-keepers
in this venerable old place of " entertainment for man
who kept
and beast" are traced to Butler

Atkinson,
Mr. Price, or Peirce,
was the next landlord, and he was succeeded by John
Loper, and since Loper we find Butler Atkinson again
jn 1816, then Thomas Atkinson, Charles Saylor, Isaac
Alloway, A. B. Kelley, Isaac J. Morris, William
Hodgson, Ewan English, William H. Kennedy, and
John F. Smith, the present owner and landlord, who
this

" Inn" a little prior to

1800.

purchased the property Sept. 10, 1868.
Stores. — Among the pioneer merchants or store
keepers we find the names of Josiah Zelby aud Josiah

White. Probably Josiah White did have a small store
his fulling-mill, as he came here in
1730, and immediately engaged in business, but just
where his store was located no one now living can tell.

connected with

The store now occupied by William D. Troth, cor
ner of High and Garden Streets, was built by Samuel
and Isaac D. Haines, and originally occupied as a
chair manufactory.
Joseph Murrell lived on the corner of Main and
Murrell Streets, and sold to a Mr. Reeves, who built
the store now occupied by Holeman & Sons, clothiers.
Thomas Letchworth, another pioneer, kept a small
grocery south of the Holeman store, and south of that
was the store of Stacy Lippincott.
The property on the corner of Main and Washing
ton Streets was owned by George Bartram, Philo
Here
Leeds, John Budd, and Alexander Shiras.
Charles B. Neal kept the pioneer drug-store of
Mount Holly, and subsequently a grocery-store was
kept here by James E. Shiras, and then by Joseph
White. In the war of 1812-15, Lieut. Zachariah
Rossell had a recruiting-office
in this building. The
site is now occupied by E. B. Jones for a drug-store.
Above the old Zachariah Rossell tavern, west side of
Main Street, was the Daniel Love property, subse
quently occupied by Gamaliel Bailey, a silversmith,
and by Peter Hill (colored), a watch-maker.
Next
above the Love property was a building built for the
use of the New Jersey Legislature when it held its
sessions at Blount Holly, during, the Revolutionary
war. During the war, while the British held pos
session of Mount Holly, a public ball was given in
the old legislative hall in honor of Lord Howe,
who was present. Many interesting stories are told
belles,"
of the Mount Holly "
and of their sayings,
after dancing with Lord Howe.
The old building
was subsequently. con verted into stores, which were
occupied by William S. Morris and Francis Campion.
Between the old Cross Keys tavern and what is now
Water Street there were several small stores, among

which were A. S. White, J. B. Stockton, Andrew
Davis, Edward A. Cox, Clayton Monroe, and the
drug-store of John McGorvan.
The property on the corner of Main and Water
Streets, opposite Washington Hotel, was owned many
years ago by Patrick Burns, who was a
biscuit-maker.
It was then a frame building, and subsequently taken
down by Benajah Butcher and
Beck, who built the
present brick store and dwelling, in which
Anthony
Sharp kept a store. Among the pioneer stores in
Mount Holly was that of Richard Cox, who built
the brick house next east of the old Farmers' Bank,
and had a store on the corner of Mill Str-eet and
Paxson Alley.
Cox was a major in the Revolution
ary army.
One of the first, if not the first sjore in
town was that of John Dobbins, west of Smith's
Hotel, where Nicholas & Nippins now keep a liquorstore. This store, when built, was in the business
part of the town.
Dobbins was succeeded by his son,
John Dobbins, Jr., & Brother, and they by Burtis
& Quick. Another of the pioneer stores was on the
corner of Mill and White Streets, now occupied
by
O. L. Jeffrey. It was originally a frame building,

MOUNT
and built by Jesse Cox and Edward Thomas, who
kept the store for several years. They were succeeded

by John W. Cox and James Langstaff, who built the
present brick store. The merchants since then in
this store have been John Lippincott, George Gandy,
Leeds & Borton,

Mr. Garrison,
Nathan Busby, Hilliard & Gaskill, Frank Hilliard,
George
ane O. L. Jeffries, the present occupant.
Haywood kept a store in a frame building that stood
at the west end of the new bridge on Washington
Street. Mr. Haywood also built and occupied the
store on Main Street now occupied by Craig Moffit as
a drug-store.
He also occupied the Coppuck store on
Mill Street for a short time. James Coppuck built
and kept the store now occupied by Mrs. L. H. TomAVilliam

Polhemus,

Mill Street. In the earlier days of Mount
Holly, Alexander Shiras kept a store on the site now
occupied by the Union National Bank, corner of
Main and Mill Streets, and Peter Shiras was one of
the pioneer merchants, on corner of Main and Wash
ington Streets, the site now occupied by Jones' drug
linson on
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"Billy"

rooms are located, lived
Chew, the tailor.
He occasionally pulled an aching tooth or two for a
He was not much
friend, but was not a professional.
given to solid work, and many anecdotes are told of

" Billy."

We reproduce this one, which is said to be
It is said of him
a fair sample of his eccentricities.
that after he had become a permanent fixture, by
means of a physical inability to travel around the
country, he would get his rocking-chair out on the
front -porch and start for Lumberton by rocking a
while till he thought he had time to reach Lumberton,
get out of his chair, go in and take a drink, get in his

chair again, and start for Medford.

Having patron

ized both hotels at this place, he would commence
rocking for Pemberton, where he paid his respects to
the good-natured landlord, and then rock for home,
which place he would rock to in a few minutes, and
treat himself to a little more liquid comfort, when he
He
would naturally lie down and rest a while.
always enjoyed himself oil these rocking-chair excur
sions.

Rogers

up to Bailie Alley were owned by James Clothan, and
subsequently by John Clark. In one of the lower
buildings, above where C E. Merritt's law-office
cake,"
"small-beer, etc."
Sally Clark sold "pie and
owned
now
by Mrs. Ewan
The Clark property

cessors were Arthur Matlack and Joshua Borton.
Aaron Zelley was a tailor, and lived on the east side
of High Street. There were many years ago several
frame dwellings on the east side of Main Street, be
tween the corner of Mill Street and Bailie's Alley,
dental

'

a

south

master in 1816.

The Mount Holly Banking-House
a

school
was built by John Wood-, and in the kitchen
time by David Settle. David Wisewas kept for
nor was the pioneer shoemaker, and lived just below
The pioneer harness-maker of
the banking-house.
Mount-

His shop was near
was George West.
of Mill and Pine Streets, and in 1797 he

Holly

the corner
sold to Samuel

Risdon, who in the spring of 1798,
standing1
building
March 25th, moved his shop to
present
of
Risdon's
shop, in the
nearly on the site
Arcade Block. He was succeeded by his son Samuel,
still engaged in the manufacture of all kinds
who
of harness. He was postmaster at Mount Holly
under John Tyler. There was another shop
few

:

Wilson, David Hultz, and others. Hultz subsequently
had a shop between the corner of Main and Garden
Phineas Kirkbride
Streets and Branin's tin-shop.
His shop was
was among the pioneer wheelwrights.
His suc
nearly opposite the county clerk's office.

It

a

Read was a blacksmith, and had his shop on Garden
Street, a short distance from Bennett's chair-shop.
William Fairholm was another of the pioneer black
smiths, and had his shop near the present site of St.
He was succeeded by Samuel
Andrew's Church.

Street.

of Main and
Brainard Streets was owned during the Revolutionary
British spy, and was conwar by Thomas Hunlock,
fiscated by the United States, and sold to George
Langstaff.
Dr. John Blackwood was one of the
pioneer postmasters, and built the brick house just
He was post
of the Friends' meeting-house.

a

the early trades of Mount Holly
we find the following : Joseph Bennett was a chair
manufacturer, and lived between the stores of William
D. Troth and Thomas Bullock, on Garden Street.
What is now Troth's store was his shop. Samuel

had a small
jewelry-store

is

Trades. —Among

Dobbins'
in one of them, about where

Previous to 1800, Matthew McHenry
tan-yard, in the rear of where Doran's
now located, on west side of Main
said that the property on the corner

is

finished.

and

Merritt.

is

of Mrs. Holeman) in 1812, and en
Girard's store was in the west room of the
house, as it then contained only two rooms on the
main floor, and only attic-room3 above, and un
(father

larged.

a

cigar and small- beer shop on Mill Street- between
what is now Cherry Street and Mount Holly Avenue.
The property is now owned and occupied by Daniel
Holeman. The property was purchased by William

is

or reputation

world-renowned

is,

for genuine philanthropy that did the
Stephen Girard. He was here during
the Revolutionary war, and kept a small and cheap

In the old row of buildings was' Joseph Bowker's
painting- and glazing-shop.
Farther down the street,
about where Barclay White's insurance office is lo
cated, Benjamin Sisty had a shop, where he manu
factured pocket-books; •He was then a Baptist, and
Benjamin'
subsequently became the celebrated Rev.
Baptist
old
row of
In 1776 the
Church.
Sisty, of the
dwellings and shops from the Union Bank property

The site now occupied

by the Main Street
bakery was at one time occupied as the residence of
Samuel Reeve.
Among the pioneer merchants and small dealers of
notions in Mount Holly none ever acquired the wealth
store.
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doors above Risdon, about
and cap-store is located.

J. B. Love's hatThis was carried on by

where

Wil
William Rossell, son of old Zachariah Rossell.
liam subsequently became United States judge for
the then District of New Jersey.
That part of the town known as Washington Street
was formerly owned by Patrick Reynolds, an Irish
man, and before giving the street its present name
it was sometimes called Reynolds Street, and at other
times Irishtown.
White and Mill Streets were the
first that were surveyed in this town, and,in 1796
Street was surveyed, and in 1798 High Street,
which then included what is now Main Street.
Mr. Alexander Bailie commenced the blacksmith
business in Mount Holly in 1838, on the corner op
posite Jones' drug-store, between White Street and

Mill

This was a brick shop, and his house
stood in rear of the shop on White Street. From this
Street, and his shop
shop he moved up Washington
the bridge.

stood in the space now occupied by the end of
Bispham Street, in front of Herbert's blacksmithshop. From there he went to High Street, above the
Dunn (now Levis) cottage, and in 1865 he located
in rear of what is now America Hose Company's
house, and in 1870 he purchased the Water Street
marble-yard, where he is now engaged in the marble
business.
Previous to the Revolutionary
war there was a
brewery on Church Street, on the site now occupied
by the beautiful residence of Thomas Foy. It was
owned by Joseph Butterworth, who was succeeded by
Robert Bass, an Englishman.
He sold the concern
to William Lycett, who converted the old brewery into
a candle-factory.

The brick building in Church Street, occupied as
was built in 1734, and is now owned
by Charles Gibbs, and the frame house next west of
the brick house was built about the same time. This
house was owned at one time by the widow of John
Irick. The house on Brainard Street now owned and
occupied by Joseph Atkinson was built in 1780;
also the house east of Atkinson's was built at the
same time by a Mr. Cooper.
Buttonwood Run crosses Mill Street near the store
of C. N. Lamb, over which was an ordinary wooden
bridge, now a stone arch bridge, completely hiding
the creek from the view of the passer-by.
Mr. Lamb
lives in the old William C. Budd homestead. Mr.
Budd was for many years a saddler and harnessmaker at this place, also proprietor of the line of
stages to Philadelphia, and later to Burlington.
Mr.
Lamb removed the old buildings and built the ones
he now occupies as a store and residence.
Peter
Shiras had a house next. He set out what is now the
large elm-trees in front of the house. Robert David
son afterwards lived here. The next house was built
a shoe-factory,

by Samuel Lewis, a carpenter, who worked on the
court-house when it was built. The place was subse
quently owned by John Dobbins.
The next house

up the street was occupied by AVilliam Calvert, where
This
he kept a junk-shop and small hardware-store.
Calvert had a mania for Continental money, and pur
chased all he could of the precious stuff. The widow
of Mr. Rush lived here after Calvert, and in it Agnes

and Maria Rush kept a store. Next above is the
Dobbins house. He carried on blacksmithing here.

His

shop was on the site now occupied

by the old

Dobbins store, now occupied by Nicholas & Nippins.

Other old residents along up Mill Street were Samuel
Clark, who was sexton of the grave-yard, clerk of St.
time." Then
Andrew's, and " set the tunes in singing
there was Dr. John L. Stratton, George West, the

Atkinsons, the Shreves, Stokes, Clayton Moriroe,
Stephen Girard, and many others of the older and
better inhabitants of Mount Holly.
Among the landholders previous to the Revolu
tionary war we find the names of Griffith Morgan in
1711 ; in 1733, Thomas Haines, Abram Brian, John
Mcintosh, Nathaniel Cripps, Richard S. Smith, Abra
ham Carlisle; in 1735, Henry McColIock; in 1736,
John Ditchfield, Daniel Leeds; 1738, Samuel Brian,
John Geary, Samuel S. Gambell ; 1740, Edward Gaskell, John Lawton ; 1744, William Murrill ; 1753,
John Fenimore, Joseph Burr, Jr., John Morrow,
Jonathan Hough, Patrick Reynolds, John Reynolds,
John Woolman, Earl Shinn ; 1754, John Cox, Thomas
Atkinson, Zebulon Webb, Benjamin Bryson, Levi
Nutt; 1758, AValker Atkinson, William Smith,
Thomas Shinn, Thomas Say, Henry Paxson ; 1760,
Philo Leeds, John Mott, George AVest, Revel Elton ;
1785, Thomas Cooper, Abraham Reeves, Marmaduke
West, Samuel Paxson, Jabez AVoolston, Samuel Scat
tergood, William Budall, Solomon Curtis.
Civil Organization. —The pioneer records of this
township, through carelessness or need of a proper
place for the safe-keeping of books and papers that
would be of some value if properly kept, are among
the missing links that are often necessary to connect
the pleasant past with the beautiful and glorious
present of almost any locality. However, we must
content ourselves with giving a few items since 1804.
TOWN CLERKS.
1804-6.Moses Kempton.
1807.Alexander R. Cox.
1808.Benjamin West.
1809-13,1815-17.John Neale.
1814.Benjamin B. Clark.
1818-19.James Wilson.
1820.George Haywood.
1821-34.Daniel "Wills.
1835-36.Elias B. Cannon.
1837.Thomas B. Haines.
1830-^2.John B. Taylor.
1843-44.Samuel C. Forker.
1845-47.Thomas Moffott.
1848-49.Ellsworth Holeman.
1850.Philip F. Slack.

1851-52.Ewan Merritt.
1853.Juhn W. McCormick.
1854.Daniel Brown.
1855-57.Elwood Haines.
1858. Joseph G King.

1S59.J. Fred. Laumaster.
1860-61.William H. Campion.
1802.Henry C. Risdon.
1863-65.C. C. Kempton.
1866-68,Harman Baugh, Jr.
1869-71.Richard J. B. Slack.
1872-74.Thomas Taylor.
1875-77.Joseph C. Kingdon.
1878-80.John K. Scattergood.
1881-82.William H. Mason.

ASSESSORS.
1804-13.William Irick, Esq.
1814-20.William Woolman.
1821-25.William N. Shinn.

1826.William W. Stockton.
1827.William Ridgeway.
1828-31.Daniel Coppuck.
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1832.Isaac Hilyard.
1833.Samuel Haines.
1834-35.Joshua Hilyard.

1855-56.John Folwell.
1857-59.Stephen W. Bodine.
1800-02.John Peterson.
1863-65.John B. Love.
I860. John A. Sailer.
1807.Henry J. W. Pedrick.
1868-70.Samuel F. Levis.
1871-73.William K. Hendrickson.
1874-16.William S. Cronk.
1877,1879-S0.Thomas Taylor.
1878.Frank Winters.
1881.Herbert W. Edmunds.
1882.William S. Sharp.

1836-37.Hudsou Burr.
1838.No record.
1839. George W. Dobbins.
1840-J2. Stacy B. Campion.
1843-44.'Caleb Sager.
1845.George W. Coppnck.
1846.Abraham Merritt.
1847-49.Philip Bowne.
1850.Samuel C. Middleton.
1851-52.Edward Parsons.
1853-54.John W. Shinn.

COLLECTOKS.
1804-6,1811,1813-14,1816-18.JoBephBennett.
1807-10,1812.Joseph Bennett, Sr.
1815,1819-25.James Coppuck.

1853-54.Charles L. Branson.
1855. Joseph M. Hulme.
1856.Samuel C. Middleton.
1859-61.Charles Gaskill.
1862-64.Morris H. Keeler.
1826-34,1848-49.Samuel Risdon.
1835-36.James Logan.
1865-67.Franklin Cook.
1837,1839^11.
George W. Coppuck. 1868-70.William T. Buckman.
1842.William Bowers.
1871-73.George A. Egley.
1843-44.John Folwell.
1845,1850-51.Ellsworth Holeman.
1846-47,1857-58.Edwin M. Budd.
1852.Edward Parsons.

1874-76.Franklin B. Levis.
1877-79.William C. Lippincott.
1880-82.John B. Collins.

FREEHOLDERS.
1804-9,1811.Daniel Newbold.
John Bispham.
1810,1812-13.John Bispham.
William Irick.
1814-17.William Irick.
Samuel Clark.
1818-23.Samuel Clark.
Joseph Kai 1.
1824.Joseph Clark.
George Hulme.
1825.GeorgeHulme.
William Ridgeway.
1826.Joseph A. Clark.
William Ridgeway, Jr.
1827.Joseph A. Clark.
Joseph Burr.
1828.Joseph Earl.
Joseph A. Clark.
1829.Samuel Clark.
Samuel HaineB.
1820.Samuel Haines.
Isaac Hilliard.
1831.Joseph Kirkbride.
Samuel Haines.
1832-34. GeorgeHulme.
Joseph Kirkbride.
1835.Joshua Woolston.
William Springer.
1836.William Springer.
William Irick.
1837.Joseph Kirkbride.
William Clothier.
1838.No record.
1839.Joseph Kirkbride.
Charles Haines.
1840-41.Joseph Kirkbride.
TOWNSHIP

1840-41.George Haines, Sr.
1842.John Butterworth.
Charles Haines.
1843.CharleBHaines.
Isaiah P. Goldy.
1844.Charles Haines.
Thomas F. Budd.
1815.John E. Butterworth.
George Hulme, Jr.
1846. GeorgeHulme, Jr.
Daniel Deacon.
1847.James S. Hulme.
Daniel Deacon.
1848.Barclay Haines.
Daniel Deacon.
1849.Barclay Haines.
William Woolston.
1850.Barclay Haines.
Thomas R. Risdon.
1851.Thomas R. Risdon.
Jonathan Alcott.
1852-53.Samuel A. Dobbins.
1854.Barzilltii Garwood.
1855.Samuel Risdon.
1856-58.Arthur Jones.
1859-64.William T. Buckman.
1865-67.Garret H. Polhemus.
1868-70.Thomas F. Keeler.
1871-73.Franklin Cook.
1874.Joseph B. Morgan.
1875.Horace Cronk.
1876-77,1879-80.George F. Harbert.
1878.John S. Peak.
1881-82.David Reeve.
COMMITTEE.

1804-5.—Hudson Burr, Job Prickitt, John Bispham, Samuel J. Read,
Samuel Clark.
1806-7.—Hudson Burr, John Bispham, Samuel J. Read, Samuel Clark,
Joseph Earl.
1808-10.—
John Bispham, Samuel J. Read, Samuel Clark, Joseph Earl,
William Stockton.
1811.—John Bispham, Jacob Prickett, Jr., Joseph Earl, Johu E. Wood
ward, Johu Irick.
1812-13.—John Bispham, Jacob Prickett, Jr., Joseph Earl, John
Butcher, Johu Irick, Jr.
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— Samuel Clark, Jacob Prickett, Joseph Earl, John Butcher,
1814-16.
John Irick.
Lippincott,'
—Samuel Clark, Jacob Prickett, Joseph Earl, William
1817.
Juhn Irick.
1818-19.—
Samuel Clark, Jacob Prickett, William Lippincott, William
Hilliard, Alexander Shreve.
1820.—
Samuel Clark, Jacob Prickett, William Lippincott, William Hil
liard, Joseph Burr.
—George Hulme, Joshua S. Burr, John E. Woodward, Henry Ro
1821.
gers,Samuel Haines.
— Samuel Haines, George Hulme, JoBhua S. Burr, Francis Lip
1822-23.
pincott, Henry Rogers.
1824.—Samuel Clark, Joshua S. Burr, Samuel Haines, Samuel Lippin
cott, Henry Rogers.
1825.—Samuel Clark, Joshua S. Burr, Samuel Haines, Samuel Lippin
cott, Samuel L. Haines.
1826-27.—
George Hulme, Joshua S. Burr, Samuel Haines, Samuel Lip
pincott, Joel Reeve.
—George Hulme, Joel Reeve, Samuel Haines, Samuel Lippincott,
1828.
Isaac Hilliard.
—George Hulme, Joel Reeve, Samuel Lippincott, Isaac Hilliard,
1829.
William Lippinroit.
—GeorgeHulme, Thomas Woolston, Joel Reeve, Samuel K. Budd,
1830.
Joseph J. Budd.
— George Hulme, William Lippincott, George Haines, Benjamin
1831.

Deacon,William Irick, Jr.
1332.—GeorgeHaines, Samuel K. Budd, William Lippincott, Richard W.
Earl, Samuel Garwood.
—George Haines, Thomas F. Budd, Benjamin Deacon, Joseph
1833-34.
C. Coppuck,Edward Hilliard.
Joseph Stokes, Thomas T. Budd, Richard W. Earl, John E.
1835.—
Woodward,Samuel K. Earl.
1836.—Thomas F. Budd, Samuel K. Budd, Charles Haines, Richard W.
Earl, Edward B. Thomas.
—James Lippincott, Edward Hilliard, Isaac W. Eayre, George
1837-39.

Haines, Sr., Samuel Dobbins.
1840.—James Lippincott, Joseph C. Clark, Benjamin Taylor, Aaron
Harker, Joseph P. Wills.
1841.— Daniel Bodine, James Lippincott, Aaron Harker, Benjamin
Taylor, John H. Scattergood.
— Aaron Harker, Daniel Bodine, James Lippincott, Edward B.
1842.
Thomas,John Gibbs.
—Joseph Stokes, John B. Lippincott, Joseph I. Budd, Amos
1843-44.
Taylor, Edwin M. Budd.
1845.—
James Gardiner, James Lippincott, Isaac N. Risdon, Barclay
Haines, John Gibbs.
— Daniel Ewan, Charles N. Lamb, Charles Haines, Joel Haines,
1846.
William H. Budd.
— James Lippincott, Isaac N. Risdon, William K.Armstrong, Zach
1847.
ariah Reeve,William Warner, Jr.
1848.—William Lucas, William M. Risdon, Daniel Wills, William K.
Armstrong, Zachariah Reeve.
— Samuel A. Dobbins, William K. Armstrong, Dauiol Wills, Ben
1849.
jamin Plummer, William M. Risdon.
— Samuel A. Dobbins, Samuel Burtis, Henry Murray, Samuel C.
1850.
Forker, William Brown.
— Samuel A. Dobbins, Samuel Burtis, William Lucas, Daniel Ewan,
1851.
Owen L. Shinn.
1852.— Samuel Burtis, Owen L. Shinn, Samuel Carr.
1853.—
Samuel Burtis, Daniel Ewen, StephenW. Bodine.
1854.—
Samuel Burtis, Samuel Carr, Stephen W. Bodine.
1855.—
Samuel Carr, Joseph Reeder,William M. Risdon.
1856.—William M. Risdon, Samuel Carr, William T. Buckman.
1857-58.—
William M. Risdon, William T. Buckman, John F. Alcott.
1859.—William M. Risdon, John F. Alcott, ZadocCrammer.
—William M. Risdon, ZadocCrammer, James S. Pitcher.
1860-61.
1862-64.—
William M. Ri6don, Beojamin Buckman, John W. McCormick.
—Benjamin Buckman, William M. Risdon, James D. Shreve.
1865.
— William M. Risdon, James D. Shreve, Absalom Scattergood.
1806.
1867.— William M. Risdon, Absalum B. Scattergood,Hezekiah Evans.
— Absalum B. Scattergood,James D. Shreve, Samuel Carr.
1868-69.
— William Clothier, Benjamin Kemble, Thomas R. Risdon.
1870-71.
1872.—
William Clothier, B. Kemble, William A. Kirkbride.
—Benjamin B. Phases,John K. Bailie, Charles Lewis.
1873-74.
1875.—William Clothier, John B. Stiles, William H. Kirkuride.
1876.—
William T. Buckman, W. H. Kirkbride, J. B. Stiles.
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1877.—
W. T. Buckman, Charles E. Merritt, W. H. Kirkbride, Ellsworth
Holeman, Alexander F. Bailie.
1878.—E. Holeman, C. E. Merritt, Joseph C. Dill, Thomas B. Bullock,
W. H. Hinkle.
1879.—C. E. Merritt, J. 0. Dill, T. B. Bullock.
—Joseph II. Gaskill, Lucius L. Ayres, Ira H. Jones.
1880.
1881.—L. L.. Ayres, Amos Gibbs, T. B. Bullock.
1882.—
Amos Gibbs,L. L. Ayres, John H. Dobbins.

Extracts from Records. — The early or original
records of this township are among the missing links
with which we might very pleasantly connect the
past or pioneer history of the township's officials with
the present, showing the quaint and careful mode of
pioneer management of township affairs with the
present " Young America," spread-eagle style of
doing business. But we must content ourselves with
commencing our research, not among the musty
records of sixteen hundred and something, but upon
a fly-leaf marked (2) in 1803:
¦ "This Meeting by vote Impower the Township Committee
to raise
moneyfor the Exigencies of the presentyear.
Impower
"Also
the said Committee to direct the modeof mending
and repairing the main street,called High Street, in Mount Holly, as
they may seemeet.
" By order the Town Meeting, 8th March,
1803.
" Richard Cox, Moderator.
" Moses Kempton, Clerk."
" At a Meeting of the Committeeof the Townsbip-of Northampton.
"Present, Job Prickitt, Hudson Burr, John Bispham, Samuel J, Read,
Esq., and Samuel Clark. Unanimously
" Resolved,That there be assessedand collectedthe
ensuing year for
Roads and other Contingenciesthe sum of three thousand dollars clear
of deductionsfor fees,etc.
" Resolvedthat the collector do pay to the Overseerof
the highways
In the several districts, viz.:
" To Samuel Carr, overseerof the North
district
$100.00
To Harding Murrell, of the Town district
3(0.00
To GeorgeEgly, of the East district
200.00
To Jacob Prickitt, Jr., of the South district
300.00
*' Resolvedthat John Bispham and Samuel
J. Read, Esq., is appointed
to make the necessaryenquiry, what paving stonescan be procured for,
and the price of paving by the yard, perch, or otherwise, and make
report at the next meeting of the committee.
"Resolved and order Harding Murrell, overseerof tho highways, to
plant willows as soon as possible on the lower side of the Iron Work
bridge Causeway,and on the upper side of Lumberton bridge Causeway
at proper distances.
" By order of the Committee,April,
1803.
"Moses Kempton, Clerk."
" The Committeeagreeas
no clerk of the Markit hath been appointed
that they will let such of the shambles to the Butchers as may be ap
plied for."

At

a meeting of the township committee held May
it was ordered:

19, 1803,

"1st. That Joseph Bennett be appointed to procure someconvenient
place and build a suitable public pound.
"2d. That Samuel J. Read, Esq., and Samuel Clark be and are hereby
appointedto make contractson the bestterms they can,for the carriage
of paving pibble Stone from near Lamberton to pave the streetcalled
High Street,in Mount Holly.
"3d. That John Bispham be anil is hereby appointed to make con
tracts for procuring Cirb Stoneto be put on each side of High Street to
securethe gutters.
"4th. That Hudson Burr he and is hereby appointed to make con
tracts with some person for completing tho workmanship of laying the
said Cirb Stono,and paving of High Street.
" 5th. That the moniesfor
theabovecontractswill be paid on the 25th
Decembernext, out of the townships monies.
" By order of the committee."

At a township election held March
following resolutions were passed :

13,

1804,

the

" 2d. Resolved. The
committeefor the improvement of High Steeet,
as by order of March 8, 1803,shall not appropriatethe townships money
to save the walks of said High Street between the Cirb stone and the
dwelling houses.
"3d. Resolved. The committee shall not in the completing the said
High Street,makethe pavementsin the wagon way for the gutters with
pibble any wider than the part now completed.
"4th. Resolved. That William Clark, James Coppnck, and Daniel
Smith be appointedto give information to the overseersof the highways
in the Town to removeall nuisanceswhich may be in the streets.
"5th. Resolved. That it be recommendedto the inhabitants of High
Street,in Mount Holly, to removesuch porches,etc.,asshall impedethe
walks, and that the said Inhabitants be requested to improve the said
walks by paving before their several houses."

From the following extract it would appear that
up to 1802 old Northampton contained her original
area :
" In pursuance of an act of the Legislature of the State of New Jersey
passedNov. 19,1802,to lay off by certain meetsand bounds,part of the
townships of Little Egg Harbor, Northampton, and Evesham into a
township, to be called by the name of Washington township. And,
whereas, the committee of the township of Northampton, having ap
pointed Daniel Newbold and William Irick, commissionerson the part
of Northampton to join the commissionerson the part of the other town
ships to run and ascertainthe coursesand distancesbetween the objects
in said law named."

Here follows the boundaries of Washington town
ship as organized in 1802.
At the town-meeting in March, 1806, the following
resolutions were passed :
" This town-meetingassembled,by a large majority of votesauthorize
the township committeeto order to be assessedand raisedon the taxable
property in the township, all such money for the ensuing year as the
exigenciesof the casemay require,also that the first day of the elections,
as heretofurebe held at the tavern-housein the village of Vincentown.
"James Coppuck is appointed clerk of the market. Job Prickitt i^
directedto apply to the next court for an appointment of surveyors of
the highways to lay out the part of the public road from the southward
Hannah Woolstou's corner to Belley bridge. And that the expenses
thereof be paid by the township."
1807."Resolved,That Samuel Reeve be and is hereby appointedto be
the clerk of the Markit the ensuing year and that lie be empoweredto
collect the stalluge of the Butchers agreeable to the prices heretofore
affixed.
" Upon the application of Elijah L. Gaskill for the stalls of the Market
No. 1 and 2. Resolved,That he have the exclusive right to occupy the
sameuntil the Monday next before the annual town meetingiu 1808.
Resolved,That the following sumsbe allotted to the overseersof high
ways as follows:
"To George Egly, $300; Phineas Kirkbride, $300; Benajah Butcher,
$200; William Fox, $300; Samuel Woolman, $100.
"Resolved,That John Bispham be appointed and he is hereby author
ized to procure five good Machines for machining roads,at the expense
of the township, one of which shall be depositedin the hands of each
overseerof roads to be usedin his district."

Fifteen hundred dollars was raised in 1807 for roads
aud bridges.
Iu accordance with an act of the Legislature of
New Jersey, passed March 13, 1806, empowering the
several townships to make laws for the better protec
tion of their sheep, the voters of Northampton
at
their annual town-meeting in March, 1808, enacted a
sheep law, the first section of which is as follows :
" Section 1. Be it enactedby the inhabitants of the township of North
ampton in the County of Burlington, that the assessorof this township
shall, at the time of ussessingthe other taxesfor the useof the township,

MOUNT
County or State, assessevery masteror mistressof any family in which
a dog or dogs of six months old and upwards are kept, whether by them
selvesor any child, servant or other person whomsoever,tho following
sums, viz., If only one dog is kept by any one family, one dollar. If
two dogs are kept, five dollars. And for every dogso kept abovetwo, tho
further sum of twenty dollars; which tax shall be construedto include
the tax heretoforeauthorized by law, and shall be collectedat the same
time and iu the samemanner in every respectwith the other taxesraised
in tho township, except that the assessorand colloctor shall be each en
titled to six centBfor every dog returned in the duplicate agreeablyto
this act."
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years this was the only institution of learning at this
place. The next school-house at this place was that

of the missionary, Kev. John Brainard, on what is
now Brainard Street, built in 1767, and still standing

The second section imposed

a fine of ten dollars
any persons owning or harboring a dog and
not making proper return to the assessor when so re
quired, the fine to be collected before any justice of
the peace in the township.
The other three sections

upon

are equally as just and severe on dog-owners.

1814. " Resolved,That owing to the increased price of grain, and the
difficulty of procuring persons and wagons for the public service, it was
ordered that the following prices be allowed for the ensuing year :
"Two horsesand wagon, with man to drive
$2.00
Two horsesand machine, with man to drive
2.:13
Horse and cart, with man to drive
1.25
87%"
Laborer, per day
1818. " Resolved,That the erection of the Hay scales in the place
where they now stand in Mount Holly, meets the approbation of the
meeting."
.

The following resolutions, passed by the township
committee in March, 1820, would indicate that the
old township was drifting away from its Quaker
moorings :
" Resoh-ed,That the collector be authorizedto borrow at legal interest,
two hundred dollars, to be appropriatedtowardsthe payment of the ar
rearagesof the last year."
" Resolved,That the township clerk, commencea suit against Abraham
Flitcraft, for refusing to appear and give security for the office of con
stable as the law directs."

The following resolutions, passed at the town-meet
ing in March, 1821, show that the civil service and
anti-third term is not a new idea:
"On motion it was Re-olved,That no one man shall be entitled to re
year."
ceive more than one officein any one
" Resolved,That no man hold any one officemore than three years in
succession."

Schools. — For two hundred years or more, Mount
Holly (then Bridgetown) has been favored with
some kind of an institution of learning, either private

or public.

No sooner had the Friends established
themselves at or near Bridgetown than they erected,
first, a meeting-house, and second, a school-house.
Their original meeting-house was on the north side
Crips'

Here
farm, north side of the mount.
they worshiped, here they taught the young Quakers
the first rudiments of a free government, viz., educa
of the old

tion.

As time sped its way onward, improvements were
" Mills" in Bridgetown.
The old
being made at the
meeting-house at the " Lane" had become old, small,
and decayed, and the Friends, in 1775, built a brick
meeting-house at what is now the corner of Main and
Garden Streets, and not far distant, the always ac
companying building among Friends, a school-house,
Episcopal
between the Methodist
now standing
parsonage
Brainard
on
For some
Street.
Church and

BRAINARD

SCHOOL-HOUSE.

a few yards east of the Methodist Church, and occu
pied as a school-room by one of the branches of the
public school. Who the pioneer teachers were in

Friends'

or the Brainard school-rooms is a
mere matter of speculation into which it is useless to
enter. We will then pass through the fog and mist
either the

of the last, and enter upon the threshold of the
present century, where dawns the light of man's
memory, though not with the brightness of the noon
day sun in all its effulgent glory, but with light
enough to touch some of the links connecting the

past with the present.
In or about 1810 a new impulse was given to the
educational interests of Mount Holly by those who
desired better advantages for their children than were

afforded at the Friends' or Brainard school-houses.
A company was formed, lot purchased, and the west

building of what is now the public school buildings;
corner of Brainard and Buttonwood
Streets, was
built. This building was known for many years
"Academy."
as the
The mason-work was done by
John Plummer, father of Benjamin Plummer, now
living in Mount Holly, and the wood-work by Stacy
Atkinson, father of the venerable Joseph Atkinson,
who now lives on Brainard Street. The first principal
of the academy was John Plotts. He was a success
ful, teacher for several years.
He was succeeded by
other parties, who at times conducted a private school.

Among the early teachers in Mount Holly we find the
names of Mr. Noel, Mr. Sealey, Rev. William Mann,
Episcopal Church.
a local preacher in the Methodist
He was the father of Hon. William B. Mann, ex-dis-<
trict attorney of Philadelphia and present prothonotary of that city.
In the early part of this century, or in 1820, Daniel
Wills was a teacher in the Friends' school-house.
He
subsequently taught a private school on what is now

Union Street.

He was succeeded in the Friends'
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semicircle drawn on the floor in front of the board,
and foot-prints marked on the semicircle, on which
the pupils were required to stand, and the instruction
Object
given on the blackboard with a long pointer.
teaching would have been as good a name. However,
Mr. Lancaster did not succeed, and remained but a
short time. In the early part of this century a Mrs.

Cullen taught a select school for young ladies in the
Though the
house now occupied by Judge Carr.
school,"
school was strictly a "young ladies'
the now

L. N. Stratton, on account
of his then childish innocence, was allowed by Mrs.
Cullen to attend her school.
In about 1830, Anthony Sharp opened a school for
young ladies on Garden Street, in the parlor of the
house now occupied by Mr. Ten Eyck, and in 1845 or
1847 Mrs. Chisman opened a school on High Street
for young ladies, where she taught for several years.

venerable and Hon. John

She was succeeded -by the Misses Ware and Wood
They were succeeded by Miss Baquet, and
Institute,"
now known as the " Baquet
where young
ward.

ladies are taught English, French, and the classics.
Mount Holly Academy is located on Mount Holly
This institution is under the professorship
Avenue.

of Carl L. Spethman,

where English, German, and
classical languages are taught.
Professor William L. Kelly came to Mount Holly
about 1851, where he has been engaged in teaching till
the present time. His school building is located on

Pearl Street. Mr. Kelly teaches all the branches, but
more especially classics. He is One of the most thor
ough and successful teachers in the county. There is
also the school of Miss Addie Atkinson on North Main
Street, where the primary and intermediate branches
are taught, making at the present time, 1882, four
private schools in Mount Holly.

18,

The public school buildings are on the corner of
Brainard and Buttonwood Streets, and the old Brain
ard school-house on Brainard Street, all under the
direction of Professor Burnett.
Total amount of moneys received during 1880 from
all sources, $7367.16.
Value of school property,
$13,200.
Whole number of children between the
Months' school, 10.5.
ages of 5 and
years, 1140.
Children registered during

attendance, 502.

Capacity

the year, 744;

average

of school buildings,

680.

is

house was erected.

Rude in its construction though

served the purpose, and within its sacred
was,
wooden walls the pioneer Friends gathered in sol
emn conclave, and there moulded and fashioned the
religious sentiment of this community for several

succeeding generations.
The old meeting-house stood, as near as can be as
Friends' bury
certained, on the west side of the old
Woodpecker
Lane. It was
ing-ground, north side of

built, no doubt, in the early part of the last century,
as in 1743, Friends belonging to the upper part of this
meeting, viz., in Springfield township, petitioned the
Monthly Meeting at Burlington for the privilege of
holding meetings there, which was granted.

How

not definitely
long the old meeting-house stood
was there during the early part of the
known, but
was used by
Revolutionary war, as tradition says
the British troops for
horse-stable.

At the beginning of hostilities in 1775 the town of
Mount Holly had not grown far away from the creek,
and what
now Garden Street was considered "out
of town."
At this time the old meeting-house had
become old and small, while the congregations were
growing larger, and the question of location as well
as that of a new meeting-house was discussed, and
finally the site of the present meeting-house, corner
of Main and Garden Streets, decided upon. The
original part was built that year (1775), and by ex
amination the size of the old building can be seen in
the walls on both sides and front end, where the new
brick join the old ones when the addition was made

in

1850.

This old brick meeting-house and yard, with high
board fence around
one of the historic landmarks
around which cluster memories dear to every Ameri
can heart. This old meeting-house performed its part
in the great struggle of the then infant colonies to
throw off the shackles of British oppression and tyr
anny.
As New Jersey was one of the great battle
fields of that Revolutionary struggle for independence,
Mount Holly beame one of the outposts, and the old
meeting-house the headquarters of the commissary
department and a receptacle for military stores. For
reasons best known to the Friends the original seats
a

came to Mount Holly and. introduced
system of teaching, which was a
the Lancasterian
blackboard hung on the wall of the school-room, a

Mr. Lancaster

is

From there he went to Maryland, where he
About
died a short time since at an advanced age.
the time Rev. Mr. Mann taught in the academy, a

Street.

a number of the
of George Fox located there was immedi
ately erected to the worship of the supreme Architect
of the universe, a meeting-house, where Friends might
assemble and pay their vows to Him who had brought
them from worse than Egyptian bondage, British
denial of the liberty of thought.
oppression, and
Here, upon free American soil, at the foot of the
" Crips' Mount,"
northern slope of the mount called
Friends' meeting
how Mount Holly, the pioneer
disciples

it

on Water

Friends' Meeting. — Wherever

a

Hall building

Catholic

Church.

a

private school in Masonic

Washington Street, west of the Roman

it,
is

was also one of the successors of Plotts in the old
academy.
After leaving the academy he taught a

it

Thomas Curtis

it

was a member of the Baptist Church.

One male teacher employed at $100 per month, and
twelve female teachers at $38 per month.
The school for colored children
located on West

is

school-room by Amos Bullock, and he by Miss Anna
Mr. Bolles and Eev. Mr. Shepard were
among the teachers fifty years ago. Mr. Shepard

Bullock.

it
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are still in the old part of the meeting-house as when
built. The judgment of the Friends in leaving the
old seats intact is to be honored. They are so many
relics of " the times that tried men's souls."
The
marks and hacks of the British commissary's cleaver
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Merrick and James Bell ; 1791, Simon Pile and Wil
liam Dougherty; 1792, William Dougherty and Robert
Hutchinson ; 1793, George Cann and Robert Hutch
inson ; 1794, Levi Rogers and Elisha Cole ; 1795,
Richard Swain and Joseph Lovell ; 1796, Benjamin
Fisher ; 1797, Solomon Sharp and Zenas Conger.
Some time between the years 1790 and 1797 a small
society was formed, and among the members were
two local preachers, viz. ; Daniel Jones and John

Walker afterwards became a traveling
Unfortunately for the society the local
preachers were removed, Jones by death and Walker
to Philadelphia. In consequence of the removal of
some of the members by death, and others to different
Walker.

preacher.

places on earth, the society dwindled down to two
members, viz. : Mrs. Monroe and a colored woman
named Drusilla, who afterwards joined at Lum
berton.

In

FRIENDS

MEETING-HOUSE,

the year 1805, John W. Sterling settled in the
town, and a year or two afterwards Rev. Gamaliel
Bailey, a local preacher who had formerly traveled,

MOUNT HOLLY.

(Occupied by the British in 1777.)

and knife are still on those seats almost as visible as
the day the meat was chopped upon them. The
marks or prints of the muzzles of the British sol
diers'
muskets are still in the floor of the centenarian.
The old meeting-house is to all appearances as good
now as one hundred and seventy years ago, and is
occupied by the Friends on the first and fifth days of
each week.

The Orthodox

Friends'

meeting-house

is

a

building located on Buttonwood Street, be
tween Brainard and Garden Streets, and was built in
1832, Stacy Atkinson, father of Joseph Atkinson, now
It is oc
of Mount Holly, doing the carpenter-work.

frame

cupied occasionally

Friends.
Church.1 — Rev.
Episcopal
George Shadford, one of Mr. Wesley's preachers,
was the first Methodist minister who preached in
Mount Holly. He was passing through the town,
and preached twice in the then Presbyterian Church,
Rev. John Brainard pastor. This must have been
previous to the Revolutionary war, as the Presby
terian Church was at that time used by the British as

First

by the Orthodox

Methodist

a horse-stable, and was not afterwards used for church
purposes.

We hear of no more preaching by Methodist min
isters until the year 1781, when Caleb Pedicord and
Joseph Cromwell were appointed to West Jersey,
They preached
which then formed one vast circuit.

occasionally in Mount Holly, and under one of these
sermons by Mr. Pedicord, Thomas Ware was awak
ened and converted, and afterwards extensively known
as an efficient Methodist minister.

Burlington Circuit was formed in

lowing-named

1789, and the fol
preachers appointed to serve it: 1789,

John McCloskey and William Jackson;
1 By Clayton Monroe, Esq.

1790,

John

also settled here, and began to preach on Sabbath
days.
And now commenced the second rise of

in Mount Holly.
An interest in the subject of forming a society was
awakened in the minds of the people, and a class was
formed, of which John W. Sterling was appointed
leader. The preachers on Burlington Circuit took it
in charge, and it again became one of their regular
Methodism

preaching-places

on week evenings once a fortnight.

An impetus was thus given to the work of God, so
that in consequence of the increase of the congrega
In the
tion the place of meeting became* too small.
summer of 1809, Rev. JoseplwfTotten, the then pre
siding elder for New Jersey, held a quarterly meet
ing here, and on account of the numbers gathered
he was obliged to preach, standing in the door, to a
full house and to large numbers in the yard.. At the
conclusion he urged the necessity of securing a house
of worship sufficiently large to accommodate the
people.

Efforts were now made and continued to
provide such church. A board of trustees was formed,
consisting of William N. Shinn, John W. Sterling,
Rev. Gamaliel Bailey, Samuel Risdon, David Monroe,

Curtis Dick, and Samuel Forker. William N. Shinn
and Samuel Risdon were appointed a building com
thirtymittee, and in 1810 a brick church was built,
six feet square, on Brainard Street.
1810, Michael Coate and Thomas Dunn were the
1811-12, Joseph Osborne; 1813, George
preachers;
and John Rice; 1814, George Wooley and
Joseph Lybrand ; 1815, John Van Schoick and Jo
seph Rusling; 1816, John Van Schoick and John
Fox (in this year Mr. Van Schoick's health failed ;
he lingered a few months and passed away to his
heavenly rest in triumph); 1817, James Moore and
Joseph Lybrand ; 1818, Solomon Sharp and David
Best; 1819, John Walker and James Long; 1820,
John Walker and John Potts ; 1821, John Potts and
Wooley
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Collins; 1822, Sylvester G. Hill and Waters
Borroughs ; 1823, Sylvester G. Hill and Joseph Carey ;
1824, David Dailey and Joseph Osborne; 1825, Jacob

Benjamin

and Wesley Wallace (about this time the
Sabbath-school was formed, and is still in successful
operation) ; 1826, George Wooley and Robert Gerry ;
1828,
1827, George Wooley and Thomas Sovereign
Gruber

|

Henry Boehm and Levan M. Prettyman ; 1829, Henry
Boehm, William Foulks, and Samuel Throckmorton ;
1830, Daniel Parrish and William A. Wilmer; 1831,
Daniel Parrish and Charles T. Ford ; 1832, Jesse
Thompson and Josiah Canfield.
In 1833, Mount Holly became a station, and John
Buckley was appointed pastor. Here began a new
era in Methodism in this town.
In 1834 he was re
appointed, and the society enlarged and improved
both temporally and spiritually.
In 1835, L. M.
Prettyman was pastor ; 1836, Charles T. Ford ; 1837,

F.

Hendrickson, John Mason, Franklin Cook, John
Dobbins, H. J. Judd, R. Hankinson, Isaiah Bowker, and Thomas Collins. Local preachers, Joseph
Taylor and E. T. Idell.
Superintendent of Sunday-scliool, C. E. Hendrick
son. Total number of teachers and scholars, 500.

H.

Average attendance, 340.

Episcopal Church.— St. Andrew's
Mount Holly, is located on High Street,
nearly opposite the county buildings, and is a rough
cast brick building with a tower.
The architecture
is that known as the perpendicular
Gothic, with
St. Andrew's

Church,

stained-glass windows and a recess chancel.
The organization of this parish dates back into the
last century.
The first services were held by Rev.
Colin Campbell, then missionary of the Society for
of the Gospel at Burlington. A
the Propagation
church was built about 1742, on what was then known
Iron-Works Hill, where the churchyard is still used
as a burying-ground.
The parish was organized in

Brown ; 1838-39, John L. Lenhart. The
society had increased so much by this time that the
church became too small, and after consideration and
deliberation it was resolved that the old church be
sold, and a larger one erected. William N. Shinn,

as

Clayton Monroe, Benjamin Stratton, M.D., and Isaac
N. Risdon, in connection with the pastor, Rev. J. S.
Lenhart, were appointed a building committee, by

are complete since 1772.
The names of the rectors,
or those who officiated statedly, would form a long
list.
About 1785 or 1786 a new brick church was
built on Church Street, a part of which now may be

George

whom the present edifice was erected, and dedicated
to the worship of God by Rev. Charles Pitman of
honored memory.

It

may be worthy of remark that our first and
second churches were both built on Brainard Street,
where the first and second sermons were preached in
the old Presbyterian Church by a Methodist preacher,
and that the lot is now in possession of the church
adjoining the same, and used for the accommodation
of country attendants.
The following is the succession of pastors from
Rev. J. L. Lenhart, who served in 1838-39, with the
number of probationers received by each, as far as
the record shows: 1840-41, Thomas Sovereign, no
record; 1842-43, John K. Shaw, 330; 1844, James H.
Dandy, 6; 1845-46, Crook S. Van Cleve, 82; 1847-

William E. Perry, 172; 1849, Richard B. West
brook, 58; 1850-51, George Hughes, 167 ; 1852, John
S. Porter, 34; 1853-54, Abraham K. Street, no record ;
48,

Lewis, 62; 1857-58, William H.
Jeffreys, 180; 1859-60, Samuel Vansant, 79 ; 1861-62,
Isaiah D. King, 34; 1863-64, Ruleff V. Lawrence,
234; 1865-66, Richard A. Chalker, 99; 1867-68, Wil
1855-56, Jefferson

liam Franklin,

80; 1869, Charles W. Heisley, no
record ; 1870-71, Charles E. Hill, 63 ; 1872-73, Philip
Cline, 99; 1874-76, Edmund Hewitt, 271; 1877-79,
George K. Morris, 78 received in full connection;
1880-81, John S. Heisler, present pastor.
Present value of church property, including par
sonage, $14,000.
Trustees in 1881 : S. A. Dobbins, J.

H. Dobbins, John Evans, Charles Gaunt, T. Alcott,
C. E. Hendrickson,
E. Holeman, Henry C. Buckley,
John Huff. Stewards for 1881-82 : S. A. Dobbins, C. E.

by a charter from the reigning sovereign, of
a copy on parchment is in possession of the
vestry. The church ministers and work of the vestry
1765,

which

seen

in the walls of the foundry of T. H. Risdon &

In 1844 the congregation erected the present
edifice under the rectorship of Rev. G. Y. Morehouse,
who was rector forty-four years. A tablet on the wall
of the church records the fact of his long rectorship,
and also that he was very much esteemed. Among
those who preceded Mr. Morehouse were Rev. Mr.
Co.

Odell, in 1772-74; Rev. Samuel Spraggs, 1784-89;
Rev. A. Fowler, 1797-98 ; Rev. Joseph Turner, 1798,
three months ; Rev. Richard Moore, supply for some
years till Rev. Daniel Higbee appears in the records

1809-14. In 1815, Mr. Morehouse was
Succeeding him was the Rev. G. P. Schetky,
1859-63; Rev. D. H. Macurdy, 1864-68; Rev. A.
Goldsborough, supply, 1868-69. Rev. C. M. Perkins,
the present rector, was called 1869, and entered upon
his work July 1, 1869.
During the incumbency of

as minister,

called.

Rev. Dr. Schetky, a very convenient school-room was
erected in 'the rear of the church.
In 1876, Bishop
Scarborough laid the corner-stone of a chapel, now
known as the Dobbins' Memorial Chapel, in the old
churchyard.
The building was consecrated Oct. 8,

It

is one of the most substantial buildings as
in the country.
The building was
erected by Mr. E. T. Dobbins, from funds that had
been left by Mrs. Burtis, relict of the late E. T. Dob
1879.

well

as beautiful

The fund being insufficient, Mr. Dobbins was
with his brothers responsible for the completion of
the building.
In 1881 the church was improved
greatly by the formation of a recess chancel with an

bins.

organ-room
south.

on the north, and a vestry-room

The parish is in a flourishing

bn the
hav-

condition,

J.

W. Kiner; Organist, Miss Gertrude McCully. ExJudge George Haywood has been a vestryman in this
church for sixty-five years.
The following are extracts from the charter of St.
Andrew's Church:

11,

"George the Third, by tho Grace of God of Great Britain, France,
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, etc., To all to whom these
presentsshall come Greeting; Whereas, the Reverend Colin Campbell,
John Munrow, Esquire, Thomas Cooper,Thomas Budd, Samuel Wool
ston, John Clark, David Jones, Junior, James Dobbins, William Wool
Peter Bard, audJohn Budd, managers
ston,James Allen, Joseph Murri

a

y

;

and overseersof Saint Andrew^ Church, of Mount Holly, in the County
of Burlington, in our Province of New Jersey, in America, in behalf of
themselvesand tho rest of the membersand Parishioners of the said
Church, by their Humble Petition presented to our trusty and well bolovedWilliam Franklin, Esquire, our Captain-Generaland Goveruor-inChief in and over our Province of New Jersey and Territories thereon
dependingin America, Clianccllor and Vice-Admiral in the same,etc.,
have set forth that tho membersof tbo Church of England, resident in
and about Mount Holly, some considerable time past, erecteda church
there tliat they being a small body at that time, they were not able to
support a separate mission, but the membersof said church being now
much increased,conceivethat tliey are at this time (with the bounty of
the Honourable the Societyfor the propagating the Gospel in Foreign
parts) able to maintain a minister; and as they cannotproperly or eflect
ually can on subscription for the support of such minister, nor de
mand or receive any cbaritable donation that may be madeto them, or
make any proper application to the Honourable Socioty for the propa
gating the Gospelin Foreign parts in their presentstate,they haveprayed
our Royal Charter of Incorporation, and we being willing to give all
due encouragement and to promote tho pious intentiuus of our said
subjects,and to grant their reasonablerequest in this behalf.
**Now Know Ye, That we for the considerationaforesaid,of our special

;

Grace,certain knowledge and mere motion, Have willed, ord.iincd, con
stituted, and appointed, and by these presents for us, our Heirs, aud
Colin Camp
successorsdo will, ordain, appoint, and giant that the Rev<*
bell, Thomas Budd, John Munrow, Esqr., John Clark, Thomas Iteynolds,
Samuel Woolatuu, William Woolatou,Thomas Cooper,Daniel Jones, Jr.,
Johu Budd, William Budd, William Budd, Jr., of New Hanover, Daniel
Toy James Dubbins,Sr., and John Gali'y,and their successorstobeelected
iu mannerasis hereinafterdescribed,beand foreverhereaftershall beone
body politic aud corporate,aud in name by the name of The Ministers
S* Andrews in
Church Wardens and Vestry Men of the Church of
Mount Holly and them and their successorsby the same name made
by thesepresentsfor us, our Heirs, and Successorsreally and freely make
Corporateiu Deedand
and Constitute and declare one Body Politick and

y

is

.

in name. . .
that these our Letters Patent,
"And Lastly, our Will and Pleasure
valid and effectual in
or the Enrollment thereof Bhall be good,forever
Royal Institutions hereinbeforedeclared. In
the Law according to our
Witnesswhereof we have caused these our Letters to be madePatent,
New Jersey to be hereunto
and the Great Seal of our said Province of
affixed. Witnessour trusty and belovedWilliam Franklin, Esquire, our
Captain General and Governor in Chief, iu and over our Proviuce of Nova
and Territories thereondependingin America,
Cesaria or New Jers

a

"This Indenture, made the thirty-first day of March, in the year of
our Lord One thousaud seven hundred aud forty-two, between Mahlon
Stacy,of Bridgetown,in the County of Burlington, in the westerndivision
of the Province of New Jersey, in America, Esqr., Isaac Pearson,of the
city of Burlington, in tho County and Province aforesaid,Esqr., and
Juhn Burr, of Bridgetown, aforesaid,Gentleman,of the orio part, and
Philo Leeds,and Samuel Woolston, of Northampton township, iu tho
County aforesaid,yeoman, and the Reverend Colin Campbell, Rector
and present incumbent of the Church of St. Mary's, at Burlington,
aforesaidof the other part.
" Witnesseth,that the said Mahlon Stacy, Isaac Pearson, and John

Burr for aud in consideration of the sum of five shillings of lawful
money of America, according to the late QueenAnn's Royal Proclama
tion, to thein in hand paid by the said Philo Leeds,Samuel Woolston,
and Colin Campbell,or one of them on the perfection of thesepresents,
herebyacknowledged,have bargained and sold,
the receipt whereof
and by these presentsdo bargain and Bell unto the said Philo Leeds,
Samuel Woolston,and Colin Campbell, All that piece or parcel of land,
situatelying and being in Bridgetown in the township of Northampton
and County of Burlington aforesaid,boundedas follows, to wit Begiuning at stone for corner on the south side of the north main branch
of Northampton River, corner to John Bennett's plantation, and is
bounded by the same south eleven degrees fifteen minutes east, five
chains to post for a corner; thencenorth seventy-eightdegreesfortyfive minutes east, four chains to a post for a corner; thence north
eleven degreesfifteen minutes west, five chains to a post for a coiner •
thencesouth seventy-eightdegreesforty-five minutes west,four chains
:

Stratton, Walter Ward, M.D., Clifford Stanley
Sims, Esq., Edward Wills, Charles Wills, Joseph C.
Kingdon, and
Fred. Kiner, vestrymen ; Sexton,

to the corner-stone first above mentioned,containing two acres strict
measure,togetherwith all and singular the rightSj members,privileges
advantages,ways, waters, water-courses,profits, commoditys, emolu
ments,immunities, appendants, and appurtenancesJo the said hereby
bargained premises belonging, or in any wise appertaining, and the icversiun and reversions, remainder and remainders, rents, issues, and
profits of the premises,to have and to hold the said hereby-bargained
premises with the appurtenances unto the said Philo Leeds, Samuel
Woolston, :md Colin Campbell, their executors, administrators, and
assigns from tiie day next beforethe day of the dateof these presents
for and during aud unto the full end and term of one whole year from
thenceforth fully to bo completeand ended,yielding and paying there
for and thereoutunto the said Mahlon Stacy,Isaac Pearson, and John
Burr, their heirs or assigns,the rent of onePepper Corn only at t!iofea«t
of Easter next ensuing (if the same be lawfully demanded) to the
intent that by virtue ot these presents,and by force of the statute for
transferring uses into possession,the Baid Philo Leeds, Samuel Wool
ston, and Colin Campbell may be in the actual possessionof the prem
ises,and therebyenabledto take and acceptof Grant and Releaseof the
reversion and inheritance thereof to the said Philo Leeds aud Samuel
Woolston, and their heirs, and to the said Colin Campbell and his suc
cessors,Rectors and incumbents of the said Church of St. Mary'e at
Burlington, forever. In Witness whereof the parties aforesaid have
hereunto interchangeably put their hands and seals the day and year
first abovewritten.
" Mahlon Stacy
(L.S.),
"Isaac Pearson (L.S.),
(L.S.)."
"John Burr
a

L. N.

On the 1st day of April,
Church at Burlington.
re
1742, the day following the date of this lease,
lease was given to the parties first named in this
lease for the same property, making the title complete
in the vestry of what
now St. Andrew's Church
and their successors in office forever.
is

The following are the officers of the church : Rev.
C. M. Perkins, rector; Harris Cox and Charles Ewan
Merritt, wardens ; Hon. George Haywood, Hon. John

At the time the lease for St. Andrew's buryingground was given, Mount Holly was only "mission
ground/7
attended by the rector from St. Mary's

is

Chapel, and the rectory, is valued at forty-five
thousand dollars.

a

bins'

101

Chancellor and Vice Admiral in the same,etc., at our City Burlington,
the twenty-eighth day of October,iu the fifth year of our lleign, Annoq
Domini 17G5.
" Read.
" Recordedat Burliugton in tho Secry's officein Lib. AAA, of Comm's,
fol. 405,etc.
" JoB Read, Secty."

a

ing about two hundred communicants, and a Sundayschool of about one hundred and thirty. The super
intendent of the Sunday-school
is Charles Ewan
Merritt, Esq. There is also a guild connected with
the parish, and sewing society, together with the usual
facilities of a working congregation.
The church property, including the church, Dob
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" Sealedand delivered (the within mentionedfive Shillings being first
paid) in the presenceof us by the within named Mahlon Stacy,by the
within namedJohn Burr, by the within namedIsaac Pearson.
" Signed sealedand deliverediu presenceof us
" Nathl Thomas
" Patrick Reynolds
"Oddy Buock

"John "Woolston
" William Buddell
"Jos. Hollinshead
"Joseph Coxe
" Recorded in the Secretary'sofficeat Burlington in Lib. L of Deeds
.folio 275etc
" C. Read, Regr.
" Be it rememberedthat on the 20th day of April in the year of our
Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty-two; personally appeared
beforeme John Allen Esqr, one of his MajestiesJudges of the Supream
Court of the Province of New Jersey, Patrick Reynolds, one of the evi
denceto the within written instrument, who being sworn on the Holy
Evangelists of Almighty God, did declarethat he was present and Baw
Mahlon Stacy, Isaac Pearson,and John Burr, the within grantors, each
of them sign seal and deliver the within written instrument for the uses
within mentioned.
" Sworn beforeme the day and year abovewritten

"Jno Allen."

Presbyterian Church.1 — The doctrines peculiar to
the Presbyterian family of Christian believers was
first promulgated in Mount Holly by Eev. John Brain
ard, who succeeded his brother, David Brainard, as
missionary to the Indians then located in Burlington
County, and whatever there is of Presbyterianism in
Mount Holly is due to that noble minister of Jesus
Christ, that indomitable, self-sacrificing moral hero,
Eev. John Brainard. After laboring with the Indians
and faring as they fared, he sought out the poor and
destitute among the white population ; preaching at
about half a dozen places on the Sabbath, and a dozen
more through the week, he wended his way to Mount

Holly, and though more than a century has rolled
by since that time, yet the name of Brainard is as
ointment poured forth in many of the households of
Burlington County. Mr. Brainard gathered a Pres
congregatiou

at this place in 1767, and on
Brainard Street a church, parsonage, and school-house

byterian

were built.

1774" (Thomas
Eankin, a Methodist
1,
says
in his journal),
rode to New Mills
preacher,
and preached to a large number, and on Friday
rode to Mount Holly and preached in the Presby

"Sept.

terian

"I

meeting-house

to an attentive

I

congregation ;

I found profit and pleasure at this opportunity. Here
I met with Mr. John Brainard, brother and successor

to that great and good man, Mr. David Brainard,
spent an agreeable hour
missionary to the Indians.
preaching."
with him after

I

Mr. Brainard continued

till

to reside at

Mount Holly
Brotherof public tur

1775, when he seems to have removed to

ton (Indian Mills).

It

was a season

Lexington, Bunker Hill, and the declaration
moil.
of independence aroused the people like the shock of
The inhabitants of West Jersey
an earthquake.
from the first were strongly opposed to the crown,
' By

Rev. D. P. Porter.

and flocked to their country's defense. John Brain
ard belonged to a family not likely to stand neutral
in such a crisis, and in 1776 he preached a sermon at
Mount Holly glowing with patriotism.
His text was
Psalms cxliv. 1 :

"

Blessed be the Lord, my strength,
which teaches my hands to war, and my fingers to
fight."
He appealed to the people to enlist and
fight for their country.
Probably knowing the character of its pastor, the
British, in 1777, burned the Presbyterian Church at
Mount Holly, and Mr. Brainard then removed to
Deerfield, Salem Co., N. J., about seven miles north
of Bridgeton, and in March, 1781, ceased his labors

" It

on earth, hearing his Master say,
higher."
His age was sixty-one.
up

is enough : come

Brainard Street,
in Mount Holly, was named in honor of Eev. John
Brainard, and the little old low building standing a
few feet east of the Methodist Church in Brainard
Street was built by John Brainard for a school-house,
and never has been used for any other purpose, and
dark and shameful will be the day when Mount Holly
allows this old landmark of her religious and educa

It seems that with
in Mount Holly was
buried beneath the rubbish of time, and lay smould
ering for nearly sixty years, when at last a flame
burst forth, and the church in this place was re

tional

liberties

John Brainard,

to be removed.
Presbyterianism

suscitated, and Oet. 26, 1839, the present Presby
terian Church was organized by Eev. Dr. McDowell,
persons
of Philadelphia, with the following-named
the original members:
Cowley Plotts, Samuel
Burtis, Miss Anna Beatty, Mrs. Hannah Plotts, Miss
Elizabeth Lening. Five others were added whose
names are not given.
Messrs. Cowley Plotts and
Samuel Burtis were the first ruling elders.
Eev. William E. S. Betts was the first minister
as

and stated supply.

In December of 1845, Dr. Samuel Miller began his
ministry, which continued down to 1873.
Dr. Miller
conducted a parochial school in connection with his
pastoral work.
Dr. Miller was succeeded by Eev. E. Eandall Hoes,
who began his ministry in July, 1875, and continued
in the pastorate until June, 1878.

Eev. S. H. McKown succeeded as stated supply
until November, 1880.
Eev. D. C. Porter is the present pastor. His offi
cial relations as such began July 1, 1881. The mem
bership upon the roll of the church is at present one
hundred and eighteen. The Sabbath-school numbers
about one hundred and forty, with an average of
about one hundred and thirty-five.
The pastor is
the superintendent.

The church has been weakened considerably by
the death of several of its most liberal supporters.
The church is desirous of building, as it needs much
more room, especially for the Sabbath-school.
The
present edifice on Garden Street is a solid, substantial

building, but insufficient

for all the needs of the

MOUNT
church.

The property

could

not

be valued

above

$5000.

Mount Holly Baptist Church.1— The earliest Bap
influence in Mount Holly of which we have
record was that awakened by the preaching of the
Eev. Peter Wilson in 1784. This devoted missionary
was pastor of the Hightstown Church, some twentytist

two miles away.

His

visits were necessarily few, but
secured the coming of one Joshua
Smith, of New England, probably a layman, who ap
pears to have held a series of meetings in the winter
his recommendation

of

The interest awakened by these meetings
cause of a visit from a personal
friend of Smith, Eev. Alexander McGowan, to whose
untiring zeal, with the blessing of God, the Mount
Holly Church owes her origin. Soon after Mr. Smith's
departure "some were inclined to step forward in the
Bedeemer's cause.'' Meribah Cox and Jane Mullen
are said to have been the first " Baptist inhabitants"
1795.

was the immediate

of the place. Mr. McGowan was a native of Ireland.
He became a Baptist while preparing to meet Eev.
Peter Wilson, whom he had challenged to public
debate in Trenton.
The public heard no controversy
but witnessed a baptism, and the Presbyterian Church
at Trenton lost its pastor. Soon afterward he settled
at New Mills, now Pemberton, and in 1795 we find
him alternating between that place and Mount Holly.

In

the erection, at a
cost of two thousand dollars, of a neat and comfort
able building, which for forty years thereafter stood
upon Brainard Street, and is remembered as the early
1800

the interest warranted

of many now living.
On the 7th of November, 1801, the Mount Holly
Baptist Church was organized with thirty-six mem
bers, who brought letters of dismission from the parent
The names are as follows:
church at New Mills.
Jesse Cox, Meribah Cox, John Pippit, Lucrea Pippit,
Francis Austin, Susanna Austin, Edward Thomas,
Hannah Thomas, John McMichael, Margaret Mc
Gowan, Hezekiah Ewan, Charlotte Ewan, Daniel
Love, Mary Wood, Mary Dobbins, Mary McGowan,
Jane Love, Hannah Eeeves, Eebecca Voorhees, Mary
Smith, Jane Mullen, Margaret Yard, Ehoda Eyres,
Levina Webb, Martha Congle, Eachel Eeeve, Hannah
Pippit, Margaret Leeds, Hezekiah Atkinson, Char
lotte Adams, Elizabeth Bennett, Ann Pippit, Mary
Leeds, Hannah Grant, Elizabeth Atkinson, and Mary
White.
The church was constituted by a council consisting
Staughof Eev. Samuel Jones, D.D., Eev. William
Peter
Wilson
and
William
White.
Eev.
D.D.,
ton,
church-home

A covenant, brief, quaint, and impressive, was adopted
on the same day. The first deacons were Jesse Cox
and John Pippit ; the first trustees, George Langstaff,
Jesse Cox, Henry Chambers, and Francis Austin;
the first treasurer, Edward Thomas ; the first choris
ter, George Allen, and the first sexton, Samuel Bais.
1 By Rev. BJward Braislin.
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The church applied for admission into the Philadel
phia Association, Aug. 7, 1802, sending as delegates
Jesse Cox, John Pippit, Edward Thomas, George
Allen, and Samuel Lee ; and in 1841 was one of the
constituent churches in the formation of the New
Jersey Baptist Association.
At no time does Mr. McGowan appear as the regu
lar settled pastor, but for a period of thirteen years
after the constitution of the church he seems to have
had practically the oversight of her affairs.
The
name of Eev. James McLaughlin is mentioned in
1810 as a temporary supply, but for the latter part of
that year the church records are entirely wanting.
In 1805 fifty-five members were dismissed from Mount

Holly

to form the church at Evesham (now Marlton),
and to this church Mr. McGowan went from Pember
" as
ton as pastor, continuing, however, to supply,
convenient,"
often as
the church at Mount Holly, for

which missionary service he was to receive the indefi
pleases."
"
nite remuneration of what the church
The withdrawal of fifty-five members sadly weak
ened the little company, and a long period of inac
tivity followed.
Preaching appears to have been only
occasional, and by such of the itinerant ministers as
could be procured at the time. In 1814, Mr. Mc
Gowan, the spiritual father and stanch friend of the
church, left this State for Ohio, and was accidentally
of his .wagon on the
by the overturning
journey.
This faithful servant of God was a man of
unusual ability and great piety.
He was very suc

killed

cessful at winning souls at Pemberton, Marlton, and
Mount Holly. At the latter place he baptized one
hundred and nineteen. His death was commemorated

in an obituary notice on the minutes of the Associa
tion, a distinction then unusual.
In 1814 a young man named John Sisty was licensed.
He was afterward ordained, and for some three years
supplied the pulpit, supporting himself at his trade.
Nine were baptized. Mr. Sisty removed in 1818 to
Haddonfield, where he remained the first pastor of the
Baptist Church for twenty-one years. He died at the
age of eighty-one, in Philadelphia, in 1863.
From
1818 to 1824, Eev. Joseph Maylin, a wealthy and
highly respected man, who appears to have been li

censed and ordained in Mount Holly, occupied, with
more or less regularity, the pulpit.
During this same
period he was chairman of the Supply Committee,

and, it may be presumed, considered himself at no
time pastor of the church, although he appears as
such upon the associational minutes.
In 1818, for
several months in succession, Eev. William Harmer,
a young licentiate of much promise, preached with
acceptance. In 1821-22, Eev. Joseph H. Kennard,

of sacred memory, then pastor of the Second Church,
visited Mount Holly and
Hopewell,
occasionally
greatly endeared himself to the people.
In 1822-23
Eev. James E. Welch came from his charge in Bur
lington at intervals.
As a result of the desultory but
faithful labor of these brethren, during the six years
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subsequent to 1818 twenty-three

were baptized.

The

membership at this time and until 1830 varied from
The most conspicuous sign of
seventy to eighty.
vitality under Mr. Maylin's management as preacher
and chairman of Supply Committee is a constant and
vigorous discipline of unworthy members. This per
haps is the secret of the blessings of after-years.

In

November, 1824, Mr. Welch moved to Mount
Holly. He preached almost regularly for two years.

The church was too weak, however, regularly to sup
port a pastor. During these two years four were bap
tized. In 1827, Mr. Welch went to Missouri, but
returned in the following year, and
preach occasionally until 1830.

continued

to

For twenty-eight years this band of Christian dis
ciples had struggled on without the instruction and
oversight of a settled pastor. Those were years of
honorable weakness, for we have no record of disunion
and few signs of coldness. There are but three out
of the twenty-eight years in which no baptisms are
reported.
A new era of prosperity was now to dawn
upon the church.

In

of Salem, accepted

a call.

1829,

Eev. Joseph Sheppard,
He had but little other

than simple faith to assure support for his family, but
God did not fail to honor him.
During the seven
years of his administration,
seventy-eight converts
were baptized, the material resources of the church
were greatly increased, and the Sunday-school came
to be a vital force in religious work.
In 1831, E. W.
Dickinson, afterward ordained in Poughkeepsie, N.
Y., was licensed to preach.

In November, 1836, Eev. H. K. Green, an associate
of Samuel Aaron's in the Theological School at Bur
lington, became pastor. He resigned in November,
1837.

Ten were baptized.

The church immediately called Eev. Samuel Cor
nelius, of Alexandria, Va. He entered upon his pas
torate in December, 1837, and remained three years.
The finances were improved, and seventy-one con
verts were baptized.
Dr. Cornelius was a man of
great energy of character.
Left an orphan at three
years of age, his youth had been one of loneliness and
struggle.
Samuel Cornelius and Noah Davis share the honor
the American Baptist Publication So

of originating

ciety, an interesting account of which is given in Dr.
autobigraphical
letters to his son, pub
lished in Detroit in 1871.

" Cornelius'

From August, 1741, to May, 1842, the church de
pended again upon supplies.
Five were baptized.

In May,

S. Haven, a young
man who is remembered as an excellent preacher and
pastor, but whose delicate health prevented his re
maining longer than the following February, was
1842,

elected pastor.
and soon died.

Eev. Herman

He removed .to West Chester, Pa.,
He baptized five.

In 1843 the church edifice on Garden Street, since
Its dimensions were fortyenlarged, was begun.
seven by sixty-four feet, its seating capacity about

five hundred, and its cost about eight thousand one
hundred dollars.
The building committee were Ed
ward Thomas, J. W. Cox, William Lucas, James

Langstaff, William Bowers, and James A. Powell. In
1844, Eev. T. O. Lincoln was called to the
pastorate, and on the 15th of August the dedication

March,

of the new building and the installation of the new
pastor took place.
\
His pastorates were at Kennebunk and Portland,
Me., Spruce Street, Philadelphia, and after leaving

Mount Holly, at Manchester, N. H., Utica and El
mira, N. Y., Williamsport, Pa., and Eoadstown,
N. J. He died at Bridgeton, January, 1877.
Eev. Marvin H. Eastwood became pastor in No
vember, 1846.
During the two years of his adminis
Sixty-one
tration there was much religious interest.
were baptized.

Mr. Eastwood came from Waterford,
Had
Upon leaving Mount Holly he entered
donfield.
mercantile life, and afterwards was a clerk in the city
of Washington, D. C.
On March 10, 1844, Samuel Cornelius, Jr., son of
Dr. Cornelius, was licensed to preach.
Eev. H. K. Green was a second time called in Jan
He remained, however, only until No
uary, 1849.
vember of the same year.
A graduate of Andover
N. Y., in

1844, and was for two years pastor at

Theological

Seminary,

Mass.,

September,
Halifax, N. S.

1828.

he was ordained at Salem,
His first charge was in

From May, 1850, to June, 1853, Eev. William M.
Collom was pastor. The meagre church records render
an opinion difficult, but this period seems to have been
marked by much unwise activity and consequent unfruitfulness.
The membership shrank from two hun
dred and forty-two to one hundred and eighty-one
without apparent cause. The number of baptisms

Mr. Collom was personally much be
He died in Philadelphia in 1875.
In August, 1853, Eev. T. D. Worrall, recently from
England, began to supply the pulpit. He accepted a
call in February of the following year. This pastorate
was unfortunate.
We read of disunion, financial
Thirty-six bap
troubles, and pastoral indiscretions.
tisms are reported.
Mr. Worrali resigned in March,
1855, and went to Boston, and subsequently to Lowell,
was seven.
loved.

Mass.

Eev. John S. Miller came from Vincentown in May,
and remained during the comparatively
long
period of four years. Mr. Miller was
a wise and
1855,

affectionate counselor.
His work was an excellent
preparation for the career upon which
the church was
to enter in the days of his immediate successors. He

Holly to Bristol, Pa.
After Mr. Miller came Eev. Samuel Aaron, an able
and heroic preacher of righteousness.
He became
pastor in May, 1859, and
held the position, in addition
to his school for young men, until his
death, in April,
1865.
The fame and persecution which alike ennoble
his name came with him to Mount Holly. The church
went from Mount

MOUNT
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loved him and was proud of him, even where it dif
fered from him.
Under the ministry of so devout a
scholar and so courteous a gentleman the cause of

hundred and twenty-four, and its numerical strength
fairly represented its capacity for usefulness. Upon
the resignation of Mr. House, nine months were again

Christ greatly prospered.

But the anti-slavery and
radical temperance addresses of Mr. Aaron made him
many and bitter enemies, whose fear of him bore tes
His body
timony to their estimate of his strength.

passed in that most perilous of church practices, the

and that of President

was ordained in Mount Holly, and at once entered
upon his duties. He found a people generously de
sirous to co-operate with him, and finds them equally
so at the expiration
of his third year among them.

Lincoln lay at the same time
awaiting burial, and the church was in a twofold sor
row. Mr. Aaron was one of Pennsylvania's
ablest
sons, and it is to be regretted that no one has given to
the world the story of his life.
In scriptural indoc
trination and the formation of Christian character he

did noble work. There is a more enduring monument
to his memory in the hearts of his brethren and pu
pils than that erected by them in our village ceme
tery.

Upon the death of Mr. Aaron the church happily
called Eev. A. G. Thomas.
He gave up his chap
laincy in the army and came to Mount Holly in
In the winter and spring of 1866 oc
August, 1865.
curred the greatest revival in the history of the town.
Some one hundred and sixty persons were added to
the church, and the entire community was profoundly
moved. During this year the church building was en
larged to its present capacity, at a cost of some $8000.

The building committee for this purpose consisted of
H. C. Gaskill, John B. Stiles, AVilliam A. Johnson,
Charles A. Branson, and Joseph W. Emley. We have
substantial evidence of the work and wisdom of the com
mittee in acomfortable audience-room, capable of seat
ing seven hundred persons, besides convenient lecture
and Bible-class rooms. The carpeting and upholster
ing, the obtaining of an excellent pipe-organ, and

many other equally important but less noticeable ser
vices were rendered by the ladies of the church. In the
spring and summer of 1867, during the absence of the
pastor in Europe, the venerable J. M. Challis occupied
the pulpit. Mr. Thomas resigned in April, 1868, to
go to the North Baptist Church, Camden.
The successor of Mr. Thomas found a strong and
prosperous church awaiting him.

In June, 1868, Eev. James Waters was called from
Manayunk, Pa., and entered upon his pastorate im
mediately. The three years following were marked by
the happiest of pastoral relationship and great spiritual
blessing.
As pastor and preacher Mr. Waters was
very successful. He resigned in March, 1872, greatly
to the regret of his people. He went to Wilmington,
Del., and subsequently became district secretary of the
American Baptist Publication Society for the Eastern
District of New York.
For eight months the church was without a pastor.
Eev. T. J. B. House was called from Boston in July,
1872, and entered upon his duties the following No
vember. This pastorate continued only ten months,
until September, 1873. He went from Mount Holly to
Lowell, Mass.
The church membership at this time numbered four
13

"candidates." Happily, however,
hearing of many
the strength of the church was not seriously impaired,
and on the 30th of June, 1874, Eev. Edward Braislin

Among many excellent and devoted servants of Christ
is one whose long and honorable connection with the
church

entitles

him to especial mention

here, our

venerable senior deacon, Thomas Letchworth. For
well-nigh half a century his character and well-chosen
words have been a constant evangel ; and there are
few,"
many brethren, and "honorable women not a
of whose lives it would be healthful to speak did the

limits of this short sketch permit.
The Sunday-school, ably and faithfully officered,
with a membership of three hundred pupils, is one
of the most efficient and fruitful departments of our
church activities.
Many of the converts of later
years have come from its classes.
Present church membership, 553 ; Sunday-school
membership, 547; total number of baptisms in eighty
years, 1066 ; value of church property, $25,000 ; total
contributions for 1881, $3522.86.

Pastor; Eev. Dr. Smith; Deacons, Morris n. Keeler,
Alexander F. Bailie, John S. Peak, Joseph W. Emley,
Joseph H. Murray, Benjamin Haines ; Clerk, Joseph
W. Emley; Sunday-school Superintendent, Mark E.
Sooy.

Church of the Sacred Heart (Roman Catholic).1
— As far back as the year 1849 Mount Holly wa3 con
sidered of sufficient importance to require the attend
ance of a Catholic priest. Then, of course, the pop
ulation was small, and an occasional visit from Father
Mackam, of Bordentown, was all the attention that
Mount Holly received. Father Lane, the pastor of St.
Theresa's Church, Philadelphia, next took charge of
" mission," and erected a church
the
on Mount Holly
Avenue, of dimensions about sixty-five by twentyfive feet. In 1856 the Eev. J. D. Bowles was appointed
pastor of Burlington, and he attended Mount Holly
once every month.
Then came the Eev. J. J. McGahan, who was the first resident pastor. This gen
tleman did a great deal to imbuehis people with an
energetic feeling, and thus paved the way for the ac
complishments of those who have succeeded him.

The parish was again united with Burlington for a
brief interval, under the ministration of Father Kirwin.
Then came the Eev. Thaddeus Hogan as a resi
dent pastor, who laid the corner-stone of the present
new church on West Washington Street, a.d. 1872.
In 1874, Father Hogan was succeeded by Eev. S. J.
1 By Rev. E. Burke.
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H.

J.

McManus was ap

pointed.

But the true development of Catholicity in Mount
may be best shown by mdking a comparison
between the old church and the new one. The dimen
sions of the former have been given, but it should

Holly

1

be added that it was only a wooden structure of no
artistic pretension, and having barely the requisites
for comfort.
The present edifice is in height (exclu
sive of the tower, which has not yet been erected)
about seventy feet, the length is one hundred and
fifteen feet, the width sixty-five feet, and it has a
seating capacity for about seven hundred people.

The architecture is of the Gothic order, and produces
an imposing effect.
In the interior there are twelve
supporting columns of Scotch granite, and these as
cend gracefully into a region of symmetrical arches
beautiful to behold.
The painting deserves especial
mention, the pearl-gray overhead harmonizing well
with the very subdued gray-blue of the walls and the
There are three
chaste finish of everything else.
altars, the two at the sides of the sanctuary being
in honor of the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph, re
spectively.
The Blessed Virgin's altar was given by
" The Children of Mary," the St. Joseph's by Mrs.
Thomas Foy, and the high altar by thirty-five con
Over the latter is a memorial window, pre
by Mr. Thomas Foy, a member of the congre
gation.
It contains three figures,-— our Lord with His

tributors.
sented

sacred heart exposed, and on either side of Him
Blessed Margaret Mary and ."The; Immaculate Con
ception."
group1
is a representa
this
Surrounding
"
tion of the Sacred Heart encircled by the Crown of
Thorns." This window was made at the Keystone

'

Stained-Glass Works, Philadelphia, and it is indeed
a gem of decorative art. The organ in this church is
a model instrument of two manuals, eighteen stops,
sub-bass. It is the production of Messrs. George

Jardine & Son, of New York, who furnished the great
instrument in the new St. Patrick's Cathedral.
In

t

deed, the trustees have throughout secured the most
accomplished workmanship, the building itself having
been planned by Mr. Charles Keely, the architect

designed the cathedrals of Brooklyn, Boston,
Portland, and Chicago, as well as many other notable
structures of the country.
You have now a sketch of the church, which was
dedicated on Oct. 19, 1879. The ceremonies com
menced at half-past ten o'clock a.m., Et. Eev. M. A.
who

Corrigan officiating.
A procession was formed by the
bishop, priests, and. acolytes, and they made a circuit
of the exterior of the church. They then entered,
and proceeded up the main aisle to the altar, where
all kneeled, and the " Litante Sanctorum" and other
prayers were said. The procession was again formed,
and passed through the aisles of the church, the rev. erend clergy praying the while, and the bishop per
'-' Asperges."

This ended the dedication
forming the
ceremonies. High mass immediately followed ; Father

McNulty, of Paterson, was celebrant ; Dr. N. Graziani,
O.M.C., of Trenton, deacon ; Father Ferourd, subdeacon; Father Leonard, of Newark, master of cere
monies ; and Fathers Hogan and Fitzsimmons in the
sanctuary.
The music of the day was Fuch's Mass
in C. Bishop Corrigan preached the sermon.
Among the original members of this church the
names of Dennis Hassett, Terrence Lee, and Joseph

In the days
Malevey appear the most prominent.
when the Catholics of Mount Holly only received
occasional visits from some priest of a neighboring
parish, Miss C. Bernadon, a convert to the Catholic
religion, gave her time and attention to the training
of the children in the faith, and thus organized the
The present superintendent is
Francis A. Foy, who has about one hundred pupils,
with an average attendance of ninety.
The societies connected with this church are " The
Society," "
Ladies' Sodality," and " The
Eosary
Young
Society."
Temperance
Sacred Heart
Benevolent
Present membership of church, six hundred; value
of church property, fifteen thousand dollars.
In the new diocese of Trenton, lately created by
Pope Leo XIII. ; the bishop of the diocese is the Et.
Eev. Michael J. O'Farrell.
The present priest of the
Church of the Sacred Heart is Eev. Robert E. Burke.
Trinity Protestant Episcopal Church.1 — The first
meeting to take into consideration the organizing a
new congregation and the erection of Trinity Prot
estant Episcopal Church in Mount Holly was held
at the residence of Peter V. Coppuck, May 19, 1859,
at which meeting Charles Bispham, Alexander E.
Shreve, John H. Polhemus, James E. Shiras, Thomas
C. Hammell, Peter V. Coppuck, Matthew McHenry,
Eichard C. Shreve, George McHenry, Franklin B.
Levis, George C. Brown, Joseph F. Burr, George S.
Schirley, and Charles H. Hollinshead were present.
first Sunday-school.

At

this meeting Charles Bispham, Esq., donated the
Street whereon the present church
edifice is erected. The first service was held in the

lot on Washington

on Sunday morning, July 3, 1859, on
which occasion the Eev. W. H. Carrol, then of Cross
wicks, officiated. The contracts for building the new
church were made June 18, 1859, Mr. Sloan, of Phila
delphia, being the architect, George W. Tuley and
Peter Poinsett the carpenters, and Benjamin Plummer
court-house

the mason.
The first election for wardens and vestrymen was
held June 28, 1859, when Peter V. Coppuck was
elected senior warden ; George McHenry, junior war
den ; and Eichard C. Shreve, Charles Brown, John

H. Polhemus, Charles Bispham, Dr.
Schirley, Franklin B. Levis, and Charles
head, vestrymen.

George

S.

H. Hollins

The corner-stone was laid by Eev. Henry Brown,
then of Beverly, N. J., now of Chester, Pa., on July
The congregation were duly and legally
18, 1859.
' By

F. B. Levis.
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organized July 19, 1859, and the election of wardens
and vestrymen made June 28th ratified, and Peter V.
Coppuck was elected treasurer, and Charles H. Hol
linshead secretary of vestry.
On Sept. 16, 1859, the Eev. De Witt C. Byllesby,
then at Pittsburgh, Pa., was elected the first rector of
the parish, and entered upon his duties Sunday, Oct.
Services were continued to be held in the
9, 1859.
court-house

until March

11, 1860, when

the church

building was completed, and the first service held
The new church was consecrated March 15,

there.

1860, by Bishop

In January,

Odenheimer.

1861, the parish

purchased of Charles
Bispham a graveyard adjoining St. Andrew's grounds,
which was laid out in lots, and is now. held for bene
fit of the parish.

The first vacancy in the new vestry occurred April
H. Hollinshead died, and his
place as secretary of the vestry was filled by the elec
tion of Franklin B. Levis, who served until June 14,
1870, when Theodore H. Eisdon was elected secretary,
and he served until April 22, 1878, when Eichard P.
Holeman, the present secretary, was elected. The first
junior warden, George McHenry, died March 2, 1864,
and his place was filled by the election of Eichard C.
Shreve, who served until April 22, 1867, when Bar7, 1863, 'when Charles

was elected. Peter V. Coppuck
continued as treasurer until April 18, 1868, when
Franklin B. Levis was elected to that position, and
held the office for about twelve years, when George

zillai W. Bobbins

C. Brown was elected, and served one year, and then
resigned, and Franklin B. Levis was re-elected, and
served until Easter Monday, 1882, when Howard C.
Levis was elected treasurer.
On March 25, 1869, the parish purchased of Benja
min F. Shreve his house on Mill Street for a rectory,
at a cost of $5400, but sold the same March 25, 1870,
to Alexander E. Shreve.
Peter V. Coppuck, who
had been senior warden since the organization of the
parish, died Dec. 29, 1869, and the vacancy was filled
by the election of J. Wendell Brown, who served until
April 10, 1871, when Eichard C. Shreve was again
elected to that position, and Barzillai W. Bobbins
continued junior warden until April 14, 1873, when

Franklin B. Levis was elected. The Eev. DeWitt C.
served as rector until the first Sunday in
March, 1871, when he resigned and accepted a call
Byllesby

from his old parish at Pittsburgh.

site whereon to erect a new rectory, and July 26, 1872,
a lot was purchased on Eidgway Street, and a rectory
subsequently built thereon at a cost of $6500.
Eev. G. Albert Bedles tendered his resignation

March

23, 1874, to take effect

was accepted.

April
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succeed Mr. Bedles, and accepted and took charge in
June, 1874, and continued rector until Jan. 10, 1876,
when he resigned, to take effect April 15, 1876.
The
parish was then vacant until Sept. 12, 1876, when the
present rector, Eev. Angus Crawford, was called, and
took charge the second Sunday in October, 1876.
The property now belonging to the parish consists of
the church

building, which

has cost about $15,000,

rectory $6500, aud graveyard $300, making a total of
The present officers
$21,800, entirely free from debt.
of the church are Eev. Angus Crawford, rector;
Eichard C. Shreve, senior warden ; Franklin B. Levis,

junior warden; Theodore H. Eisdon, Charles B. Par
sons, Eichard P. Holeman, Joseph Cross, Joseph E.
Deacon, Isaac C. Haines, Howard C. Levis, vestry
men ; Eichard P. Holeman, secretary of vestry ; How
ard C. Levis, treasurer.
Present number of communicants, 140; Sundayschool teachers, 22 ; Sunday-school
scholars,
total offerings for last financial year, $4161.39.

240 ;

Mount Moriah Methodist Episcopal Church. —
As early as 1826 that Christian zeal characteristic
of the colored people of the Southern States was not
lacking in the little band of Christians inhabiting
the suburbs of Mount Holly.
Ever zealous in what
ever cause they enlist themselves, they are not more
in any than that of the cause of religion.

so

Each of the other Protestant denominations

in the
one had, previous to 1826, houses of
worship, while the descendants of Ham were under
the necessity of worshiping, if at all, as a body, in
some private house, or, through the courtesy of the
trustees, in the village school-house.
town

except

In March, 1826, a lot of land located on the south
side of West Washington Street was purchased of
Larner Waterman, and a small frame meeting-house,
twenty-four by thirty feet, built. The meeting-house
stood on the north end of the lot, while the south end
was devoted to burial purposes, upon which the
African Methodist Episcopal burial-ground is now
situated.

The society at this place was organized through
the instrumentality of Eobert Evans, a local preacher
of some ability and of acknowledged piety. He was
assisted in his labors of love by Miss Delia Johnson,
an evangelist of the African Methodist Episcopal
They were both faithful and devoted labor
of their race.
Miss Johnson subsequently located in Mount Holly,
where her kindness and pure Christian character won
Delia,"
Church.

ers for the welfare

Eev. G. Albert Bedles, assistant to Bishop Lee, of
Delaware, was elected rector to succeed Mr. Byllesby,
and entered upon his duties Easter Sunday, 1871. On
Feb. 26, 1872, a committee was appointed to select a

]

HOLLY.

12, 1874,

which

On March 30, 1874, the Eev. Octavius
Perinchief (then of York, Pa.) was elected rector to

"Aunt
her many friends.
as she was famil
iarly known, lived to a good old age, and finally died
in 1877 by fire, being burned with the house in which
she lived.
Among the early members of this society was AVardell Parker. He was also a local preacher, aud quite
useful in forming and sustaining the A. M. E. Society.
Charles Green was also one of the pioneer members.

He subsequently moved to Evesham, where he

be-
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died

I.,

;

;

H.,

Dec. 19, 1835, died July
died Jan. 16, 1841, aged 80
Benjamin Say Budd, M.D., born June 26, 1769, died
Nov.
1833; Nehemiah Eeeve, died May 12, 1753,
aged 29 Walter Eeeve, Jr., died Aug. 20, 1746, aged

born at Hopkinton, N.

John

Dobbins,

;

24, 1867

;

;

27; Ann Eeeve, died Dec. 11, 1744, aged 49; Walter
Eeeve, died March 21, 1754, aged 69 Mary Morris,
died May 22, 1752, aged 48 Eobert Morris, died May
1752, aged 48; Jesse Godley, born Oct. 19, 1796,
died Aug. 30, 1874

4,

;

Joshua G. Harker, died Oct. 22,
1869, aged 88
Martha Harker, died June
1857,
aged 73 Urgilla Welde, died Aug. 26,
1871, aged 90

;

Michael Woolston, died Feb.

4,

;

5,

27, 1753, aged about 55;
Sarah Woolston, died Dec. 24, 1771, aged 72; John
Peacock, died June
1759, aged 62
Eobert Sowers
by, died Aug. 23, 1850; Hannah Sowersby, wife of
Robert Sowersby
John Beeves', born March
1737,

died April
1807
John Beeves, died Feb. 26, 1800,
aged 59; William Eeeves, died July
24, 1763, aged
42; Eebeckah Eeeve, died Feb. 26, 1764, aged 26;
Elizabeth Eeeve, died April 21, 1760, aged about
32; Sarah Briggs, died July
1777, aged about

;

;

17; Levi Briggs, died Oct. 31, 1776, aged about 26;
Barzillai Woolston, died Aug. 25, 1753, aged about 20
Joshua Woolston, died May 28, 1758, aged about 27
Joseph Woolston, died May 21,
aged

;

1753,
about 18
Woolston, died Jan. 27, 1775, aged about 23';
Daniel Holeman, died March 14,
1827, aged 35;
Eachel Holeman, died Jan.
1876, aged ,85; Horace
Palmer Martin, wounded in battle of
Manassas, Va.,

Job

Aug.

30, 1862, died at Fairfax Seminary Hospital,
Sept. 18, 1862, aged 22;
Mary Murrell Eeeves, born
April 17, 1783, died February, 1814 Joseph
Eeeves,
died Oct. 26, 1801, aged 48; Elizabeth
Eeeves, died
May 17, 1830, aged 73; Jane Coppuck, died June
14,
1783, aged 19; Martha Eeeves, born Sept.
16,
died Oct.
1876; Hannah Eeeves, died June 28,
188o|
aged 80 Joseph Eeeves,
died Sept.
1767, aged 47
Charles M. Harker, 1810-1876; Hannah
;

•

died

William Shinn, died May 23, 1767,
aged 35; Griffith Owen, died Feb. 25, 1833, aged 65;
Joseph Shinn, died Feb. 11, 1759, aged 56; John
Woolston, died Feb. 10, 174J, aged 36 ; Euth Allen,
died March 20, 1750, aged 27 ; David Budd, died
June 5, 1760, aged 48 ; Matthew McHenry, died May
25, 1860, aged 78 ; John Perry, died July 25, 1808,
aged 50; Michael Eush, died March 15, 1807, aged
48 ; Joseph G. Clark, died March 26, 1881, aged 86 ;
9, 1776;

U.S.M.O,

Borrough,

3,

Saint Andrew's Cemetery.— Eli Shinn,

Nov.

A.

9,

cemeteries in this township or village, three of which,
viz. : St. Andrew's, Trinity, and Baptist, are on the
hill south of the village of Mount Holly, west side of
Pine Street, and all in one inclosure. From the monu
ments and tombstones we gather the names, date of
birth and death of some of the ancestors of the pres
ent population of this place and surrounding country.

J.

Capt.

2,

organized several years ago. There is at present a
total of sixty-five scholars and eleven teachers, with
an average attendance of sixty pupils.
E. H. Stevens
is the present superintendent.
Burial-Places. — There are four burial-places or

aged 23;

;

Stewards, Elwood Waterman, Isaac H. Gaines, and
Edward H. Stevens ; Trustees, John Spencer, Elwood
Waterman, Thomas Cooper, Isaac H. Gaines, and Ed
ward H. Stevens; Preacher in charge, Eev. George
M. Witten.
The Sunday-school connected with this church was

1769,

;

The parsonage, situate on the east side of the
church, was built by the society in 1875.
Present value of church property, three thousand
five hundred dollars.
Present membership, eighty.

24,

;

for the increased membership and congregation, and
in 1862 a building thirty by forty-five was erected on
the site of the present church, on the south side of
West Washington Street, and in 1863 it was destroyed
The present church, thirty by fortyby a tornado.
five, was built the same year. It is a substantia]
frame building, and will seat about two hundred and
fifty.

July

Nov. 28, 1867; Prudence
Thomas, W.
Quigg, died Aug. 27, 1786, aged 56 James Dobbins,
died Oct. 1776, aged about 46 Euth Dobbins, died
Nov.
1815, aged 81; Eev. Eobert Green Chase,

6,

of the word.
little old church had become too small

1861 the

died

7,

In

aged 100;
at St.

;

sense

Bowker,

6,

fore his death he would neither eat, drink, or wear
anything manufactured or that came through the
servitude of his race. He was a Christian in every

John

1879;

Nicholas Toy, died Oct. 6, 1758, aged 47 ; Daniel Toy,
died 1768, aged 38 ; Elizabeth Marr, died May 29,
1867, aged 94 ; Dorothy Johnson, died July 12, 1843,

9,

Lane.
He learned
the trade of a wool-comber, and in his later years
earned a living at that business.
His prejudices in
regard to slavery were strong. For many years be

;

on Woodpecker

Fox, died May 5, 1787, aged 65; Mary
Fox, died July 16, 1783, aged 55 ; Sarah Budd, died
Sept. 24, 1766 ; Hannah Porter, died Dec. 1, 1780,
aged 29 ; Henry Knight, died Jan. 17, 1807, aged 80 ;
Hannah B. Stackhouse, born Oct. 1795, died Nov.
63; William

;

1824,

burying-ground

John Clark, died June 23, 1794, aged 73 ; Alexander
Shiras, died Feb. 5, 1811, aged 69 ; Isaac Eidgeway,
aged 77 ; Euth Eidgeway, aged 81 ; Susan Henstock,
died March 8, 1878, aged 75; John Little, died June
22, 1868, aged 76; John Ogilvie, died May 14, 1801,
aged 48 ; George LongstafT, died Oct. 10, 1809, aged

;

came one of the leading spirits in the organization
of the Evesham Society. Achsa Waterman, mother
of the now venerable Elwood Waterman, was also
one of the pioneer and efficient workers in the church.
She lived to see some of her children and grand
children following in her footsteps.
William Bowen, though not a member of this
church, but of the Friends, is worthy of mention
among the colored people. He was a slave to Joseph
and buried in the Friends'
Burr, and died in

2,
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widow of Joseph Ridgway, 1786-1872; Thomas Hoo
ton, died Feb. 26, 1867, aged 57 ; Sterne Palmer, aged
59; William Eobinson, died April 23, 1868, aged 60;
Samuel C. Brock, born Dec. 21, 1803, died June 27,
1870; Reuben Forker, died April 6, 1864, aged 77;

Jacob Shaffer, born June 18, 1747, died Dec. 23, 1834 ;
Don Francisco Verges, born Oct. 24, 1803, died July
8, 1839; John Beatty, died Oct. 1, 1858; Joseph H.
Beatty, died Feb. 24, 1861 ; William Eichards, Esq.,
died Aug. 31, 1823, aged 84 ; Uz Gibbs, died Feb. 3,
1873, aged 77 ; Thomas J. Sutten, 1800-1880 ; George

Thompson, died July 11, 1839 ; Col. Athanasius Fen
wick, soldier of the war of 1812, born in 1780, died in
Coleman, M.D., died Nov. 4,
Henry Augustus Sims, born Dec. 22,
1832, died July 10, 1875; Dr. John Boss, died Sept.
7, 1796, aged 43 ; Elizabeth Eossell, died June 8, 1807,
aged 74 ; William K. Huffnagle, born Nov. 2, 1810,
died April 14, 1854 ; Catharine Cox Huffnagle, born
Nov. 20, 1814, died Aug. 11, 1867; Catharine Allen,
born Oct. 24, 1805, died March 4, 1874 ; Samuel David
son, died Aug. 28, 1815, aged 56 ; Ann Davidson, died
1824;

Isaac Pearson

1869, aged 65 ;

Oct. 7, 1850, aged 80 ;

John

Black,

born 1817, died

Eachel E. Atkinson, 1798-1876 ; Mary I. Coate,
born Feb. 18, 1794, died Jan. 9, 1866 ; Gen. William
Irick, born Dec. 29, 1799, died Aug. 17, 1864 ; Gen.
AVilliam Irick, born Dec. 1, 1768, died Jan. 14, 1832;
John Irick, died Feb. 15, 1810, aged 68 ; Mary Irick,
died Jan. 14, 1771, aged 31 ; Joseph Budd, died Nov.
5, 1785, aged 41 ; Lettice Dobbins, died July 20, 1763,
aged 40 ; Matthew Dawson, died Aug. 6, 1755, aged
37 ; Antstis Eeynolds, died Dec. 10, 1753, aged 48 ;
Patrick Eeynolds, died Sept. 24, 1757, aged 56 ;
Thomas E. Lacy, died Feb. 23, 1865, aged 79 ; Marion
Eoss, died 1773 ; Alexander Eoss, M.D., died May 10,
1780, aged 67 ; Miss Esther Lyon, died Sept. 11, 1777,
aged 30 ; James Downs, born June 23, 1761, died Sept.
17, 1824 ; James Dillon, died Sept. 4, 1780, aged 27 ;
Catharine Dillon, died July 25, 1780, aged 24; John
1880 ;

L.

Nugent, Esq., born July 31, 1786, died Sept. 2,
1818; Bridget Margaret Nugent, born Jan. 18, 1750,
died Nov. 19, 1819; Dr. John L. Stratton, died April
18, 1838, aged 57 ; Daniel Newbold, born Aug. 1, 1758,
died Feb. 4, 1815 ; Sarah Haywood, died June 22,
1833, aged 70 ; Benjamin Shreve, died Jan. 30, 1878,

aged 88; James Cushman, died Nov. 11, 1829, aged
52; Eev. Sylvester G. Hill, a traveling preacher of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, born Feb. 26, 1784,
died July 4, 1825 ; Eev. George Youngs Morehouse,

for forty years rector of St. Andrew's Protestant Epis
copal Church, Mount Holly, died April 10, 1859, aged
67; William Eossell, died June 20, 1840, aged 80;
Isaac Hazlehurst, born Nov. 22, 1742, died July .18,

1834 ; Isaac Leeds, died Dec. 21, 1847, aged 33 ; Felix
Leeds, died July 4, 1744, aged 57 ; Hannah* Leads,
died Nov. 11, 1761, aged 71; Mary Budd, died May
3, 1859, aged 81 ; Joseph Budd, Esq., died July 21,
1821, aged 65 ; Thomas Budd, died Dec. 15, 1775, aged

67; William

Eudd, died Aug.

28,

1770,

aged 61;

HOLLY.
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George Briggs, died Feb. 2, 1743, aged 27 ; Thomas
Eeynolds, died Jan. 7, 1805, aged 74; Elizabeth Eey
nolds, died Nov. 5, 1763, aged 24; Joseph Howell,
died Sept. 20, 1790, aged 31 ; John Lacy, Esq., died

Feb. 17, 1814, aged 60 ; Joseph Bennett, died Oct. 5,
1818, aged 79.
"This modeststone, what few vain marblescan,
May truly say here lies an honest man,
A safecompanion, and an oasyfriend,
Unblamed through life, lamented iu his end."

Abraham Gaskill, died Nov. 24, 1867, aged 65 ;
James Coppuck, died Dec. 5, 1825, aged 65 ; Eliza
beth Coppuck, died May 25, 1848, aged 83; Moses
Kempton, born Aug. 18, 1786, died April 26, 1861 ;

Lucy Kempton, born June
Mary Kempton, died Oct.
born

Eidgeway,

1, 1786, died Dec. 21, 1854 ;
25, 1817, aged 30 ; Dorothy

Oct. 21, 1773,

Joseph Bead, Esq., born April

died Feb. 8, 1851 ;
(O. S.), died

16, 1739

Nov. 19, 1814; Montgomery Polhemus, died Oct. 10,
1820, aged 46 ; Zachariah Eossell, died Feb. 21, 1815,
aged 92; Samuel J. Bead, Esq., born Dec. 14, 1771,
died Oct, 2, 1836 ; Joseph Bead, born March 20, 1779,
died May 19, 1852; Charles Bead, boru Feb. 18,
1788, died May 9, 1844; Margaret Bead, born Feb. 23,

April 17, 1866.
Baptist Cemetery. — Benjamin Wills,

1784, died

died Aug.

27, 1847, aged 30 ;

William N. Haines, born June 14,
1780, died April 6, 1838; William Price, Jr., died
July 28, 1804, aged 32; Emaline Stainbrook, died
June 17, 1877, age 52; Elizabeth Ellis, born June 8,
1809, died May 10, 1876 ; William Eeeves, died May
10, 1833, aged 45 ; Elizabeth Eeeves, born Aug. 12,
1789, died Feb. 26, 1866 ; Absalom Eeeves, died Sept.
16, 1876, aged 57 ; George I. Warren, Sr.,bom March

Aug.
4,

V. Bunting, died
Taylor, died Feb.
Daniel Antrim, born Feb. 2, 1798,

March 3, 1872 ; Isaac
22, 1837, aged 22 ; Mary Ann

30, 1802, died
1872,

age

62 ;

died Nov. 23, 1880; James S. Pearson, born
1798, died March 13, 1836; George W.

July

13,

Groom,
Va., Dec. 12,

wounded at battle of Fredericksburg,
1862, died at Falmouth, Va., same day ; William
Ellis, died March 5, 1865, aged 84; Joshua L. Childs,

Sr., died Feb. 8, 1838, aged 42 ; John M. Shinn, born
Oct. 16, 1809, died Feb. 7, 1877; Joseph Colkitt, died
Jan. 25, 1847, aged 29; Benjamin G. Colkitt, died

Joseph Colkitt, died May 15,
aged
Abner
66 ;
Poinsett, died July 12, 1852,
1845,
aged 62; Eachel, wife of Eev. Samuel Cornelius,
died April 27, aged 56; William B. Price, born Jan.

July

8, 1872, aged 52 ;

Feb. 20, 1868 ; Catharine Ehoads, died
20, 1849, aged 79 ; Sarah Baum, died Aug. 28,

31, 1816, died

March

Ann Carr, died Jan. 11, 1877, aged
Joseph Logan, died March 6, 1868, aged 81 ;
Israel Logan, died Feb. 2, 1830, aged 36 ; James
Logan, died Jan. 14, 1803, aged 49; Eev. George
Sleeper, died March 19, 1866, aged 52; Miss Sarah
Evans, died July 27, 1870, aged 63 ; Elizabeth Atkin
son, born March 1, 1802, died Aug. 19, 1879 ; Thomas
1846, aged 69 ;

61 ;

Gandy, died Oct. 6, 1838, aged 61 ; Atlantic Gandy,
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April

1864; Anna L. Danz, died Feb. 1, 1867, aged 46;
Charlotte Louisa Eommel, born Feb. 12, 1814, died
April 19, 1877; Catharine Aloysius Haines, born Oct.

Eeeve, born Feb. 9, 1780, died May 2, 1845 ; Mary
Coppuck, born July 23, 1787, died March 29, 1876 ;
John K. Coppuck, born May 4, 1788, died July 23,
1825; Joseph Leeds, died June 20, 1820, aged 66;

died Jan. 15, 1870; Charles Brown, born
Dec. 20, 1816, died Oct. 14, 1870; Jacob Karg, born
July 27, 1828, died Dec. 20, 1879; Alexander E.
Shreve, born April 6, 1810, died Nov. 28, 1870;

died May 24, 1856, aged 79 ; Absalom H. Smith, died
12, 1874, aged 70; Nancy Whitcraft, born
March 3, 1797, died Oct. 14, 1865; John Tanner

Thaw Thomas, died Aug. 5, 1830, aged 17 ;
Edward Thomas, died July 15, 1856, aged 80; John
McGown, died June 30, 1841, aged 83; Joseph
AVilliam

Haines, died Sept. 18, 1867, aged 80; Philip Bowne,
born July 19, 1812, died Nov. 30, 1878; Joseph

April

died June 21, 1863;
85 ; AVilliam
Eogers, died July 26, 1819, aged 62 ; Thomas S. Toy,
died June 23, 1843, aged 56 ; Asher Lewis, died Feb.
24, 1870, aged 76 ; Samuel H. Bodine, born July 13,

Eogers,

born

24,

Elton Eogers, died Aug.

1792,

31, 1866, aged

died Feb. 25, 1871 ; Eobert Love, Sr., died
Sep*-. 1, 1869, aged 78; Charles Crispin, died April,
1788,

1860, aged 60 ; Hezekiah

April

T.

Peak, born

July

7, 1807,

17, 1858; Major John H. Lucas, First
Jersey Cavalry, killed in battle of Sulphur
Springs, Va., Oct. 12, 1863, aged 24; Margaret Doron,
died Sept. 26, 1871, aged 85; Charles Elton Venable,
died Sept. 19, 1874, aged 62 ; Capt. AVilliam Nippins,
Company D, Thirty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers,
died Nov. 25, 1865, aged 37.

died

New

" For the Union he fought, for the Union he died,
With the foe of his country beforehim ;
Let the nation rememberhis valor with pride,
And the star-Bpangledbanner wave o'er him."

Joseph Cowperthwait, died April 9, 1861, aged 78;
Joseph K. Claypole, died Aug. 11, 1879, aged 74; Capt.
John L. Eidgeway, Company I, Fourth New Jersey
Volunteers, died Nov. 7, 1864, aged 29; Joseph H.
Stradling, born July 28, 1828, died May 12, 1867;
Alexander L. Estill, Company G, Twenty-third Begi
ment New Jersey Volunteers, died June 23, 1864, aged
20; Thomas K. Ekings,born in Edinburgh, Scotland,
June 22, 1843, killed Nov. 26, 1864, in attempting to

from the rebel prison at Columbia, S. C; Sol
omon Gaskill, born Sept. 7, 1792, died Jan. 11, 1871 ;
Samuel Powell, born Nov. 30, 1803, died Nov. 3,1872.
escape

Trinity Protestant Episcopal

Cemetery. —

F.

Bodine, born Oct. 14, 1839, wounded in
Days'
the Seven
battle before Eichmond, Va., June
27, 1862, died June 4, 1874; Sergt. John AV. Hooper,
Company I, Fourth Eegiment New Jersey Volunteers,
AVilliam

23, 1841,

Ellen C. Shreve, born Oct. 23, 1821, died Jan. 28,
1876; Eachel Webb Davis, widow of Capt. Andrew
Davis, who was lost at sea during a passage from
Philadelphia to London in 1857, —she was also a
daughter of Lieut. George Price, U.S.N., and died
March 21, 1867; Thomas Atkinson, died June 3,
1845, aged 50; Amanda M. Conover, died Oct. 22,
1864, aged 33; Sarah, wife of Eev. Dewitt C.Bylesby,
born Aug. 10, 1828, died Dec. 30, 1876 ; Joseph Burr
Oliphant, U.S.N., born Aug. 20, 1827, died on board
Lawrence,"
at Key West, Fla., Aug.
U. S. frigate " St.

John Fairbairu,

born June 12, 1794, died
Jane Eliza Fairbairn, born March 23,
1803, died Nov.'l, 1865; Peter V. Coppuck, born Nov.
14, 1805, died Dec. 29, 1869; Charles H. Hollinshead,
died April 7, 1863 ; Bobert H. Howard, born May 6,
1823, died March 27, 1881 ; Lewis Eichard Ashhurst,
born Nov. 26, 1806, died May 5, 1874; Jeremiah J.
29, 1862;

Jan.

9, 1876 ;

Haines,

born Oct. 3, 1776, died Oct. 1, 1869;

land, died Oct. 18,, 1868, aged 72; Andrew Graham,
born in 1826, died Sept. 29, 1871; Patrick McGowan,
a native of County
Langford, Ireland, aged 37;
Patrick Byan, died Sept. 24, 1869, aged 53 ; Mary
A. Coles, born Sept. 25, 1856, died Sept. 10, 1878 ;

Mary Coupland, died Feb. 4, 1876, aged 45 ; Michael
Hassett„died Aug. 12, 1878, aged 72; Dennis Flynn,
died

July

17, 1866, aged 48 ; Mary Monholland, died
29, 1876, aged 91 ; AVilliam Madden, born May

wounded in battle of AVilderness, Va., May 5, and died
in hospital at Broad and Cherry Streets, Philadelphia,
Aug. 30, 1864, aged 23 ; Charles C. Hooper, born Sept.

July

Eichard E. Chambers,
born Dec. 16, 1786, died April 28, 1839; Maj.-Gen.
Alexander E. Shiras, U.S.A., born at Mount Holly,
N. J., Aug. 10, 1812, died at Washington, D. C, April
14, 1875 ; James E. Shiras, born March 2, 1818, died
April 21, 1873 ; John Neale, born Nov. 23, 1786, died
Nov. 25, 1829; Stacy B. Neale, lost at sea in 1848;
George McHenry, born Sept. 9, 1808, died March 2,

1868, aged 40 ; William Seymour,
aged 40; Thomas Foy, died

29, 1814, died

Feb.

29, 1874;

John

Lukemire, died Jan. 13, 1879, aged 84; Jane Tweed,
born Feb. 10, 1801, died June 27, 1872 ; Thomas Day
ton Armstrong, born April 22, 1817, died Feb. 3, 1875 ;
F. AV. Bainbridge, born Jan. 18, 1829, died June 29,
1876; Susan, wife of Benjamin Franklin, born June
12, 1794, died July 7, 1867; Isaac E. Eisley, died
June 22, 1875, aged 53; Christiana, wife of John
Sherman, died April 18, 1876, aged 40; Ann Tennent,
died Aug. 5, 1862, aged 77 ; Zimri H. Woolman, died
March 4, 1880, aged 50 ; John A. Wells, born July 4,
1814, died Aug. 15, 1880; George W. Stearns, Com
pany E, Thirty-third Massachusetts Volunteers, died
Nov. 13, 1880, aged 52.
Eoman Catholic Cemetery. — Michael Gart-

1,-1818,
24, 1879,

died Aug. 6, 1864; John McCarthy, died Jan.
aged 56 ; Bridget McCarthy, died Oct.
died

July

22,

28, 1870,

Dec. 12, 1857, aged 76;

Eyan, died June 12, 1878, aged 82; John
Barry, died March 14, 1872, aged 46; Hannah O'Leary,
died Dec. 28, 1875, aged 80 ; Mary M., wife of John
Stumpf, died Nov. 4, 1876, aged 52 ; Bridget Thornton,
died Nov. 12, 1871, aged 23; Margaret Garvin, died
July 22, 1873, aged 27; James Eiley, born July 8,
James

MOUNT
April 8, 1870; John McGowan, died Nov.
15, 1877, aged 56 ; Lawrence Gleason, died Oct. 14,

1.850, died

1879, aged. 27.

Mount Holxy Cemetery. —The following are a
few of the interments in this beautifully located city
of the dead, which lies upon a sloping plateau about
half way from Eancocas Eiver to the summit of Mount

Holly :
James C. Hudson, died May 21 , 1864, aged 20, at
Armory Square Hospital,Washington, D. O, of wounds
received in battle of Wilderness,
Va. ; Edwin M.
Budd, died Nov. 27, 1864, aged 56; Elizabeth S.
Hulme, born 12th month 8, 1813, died 12th month 5,
1853 ; Harriet Stokes, born 5th month 20, 1786, died
2d month 17, 1874; Eebecca Bodine, died Nov. 5,
1851, aged 51; Elizabeth Gray, born in 1800, died

July

11, 1849 ; John Engle, died 9th month 4, 1870,
aged 69 ; Bebecca E; Bodine, died April 15, 1857, aged
69 ; C. W. Eoback, born at Calmar, Sweden, May 22,
1821, died at Cincinnati, Ohio, May 9, 1867; Charles
Bowker, died Jan. 7, 1870, aged 77; Joshua Tom-

linson, born Sept. 23, 1818, died

Haines Shinn, born April

April

23, 1875 ; Sarah

died Feb. 26,
1869; Samuel Sager, died June 29, 1851, aged 54;
Benjamin M. Champion, 1820-1879; Samuel S. Davis,
born July 1, 1792, died June 12, 1877 ; Sarah Davis,
27, 1791,

born Nov. 12, 1795, died July 16, 1879 ; Joseph Ma
son, born 6th month 4, 1810, died 11th month 8, 1874;
Lewis C. Stockton, died Aug. 17, 1866, aged 49;

Sophia P. Folwell, born Aug. 2, 1839, died June 4,
1864; Hannah Harker, died May 3, 1852, aged 67;
John Hetzel, Sr., born June 11, 1796, died Dec. 28,
1861; Eebecca Collins, born June 30, 1827, died Feb.
16, 1869; John Peter Martin, a native of South Caro
lina, and long a resident of Mount Holly. He was a

HOLLY.
July
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20, 1854, aged 36 ;

Jemima Woodward, died Oct..
aged
Eev.
John Vanschoik, born June
76;
4, 1856,
25, 1787, died Jan. 31, 1817'; Eliza L. Vanschoik, born
March 3, 1789, died Jan. 22, 1873 ; John I. Davis,,
James H. Kempton, born.
died Nov. 4, 1867; Stacy Atkinson,.
died Feb. 17, 1851, aged 75; Edward Wright Innes,
died Oct. 5, 1839, aged 38; Vincent B. Helmbold,, ,
" Finis Coronat Opus ;" Francis B. Collins, died Aug.

died

Jan.

July

21, 1869, aged 79 ;

16, 1802,

E. Eichardson,

born May
Mary B. Lippincott,
born April 2, 1815, died Oct. 2, 1858; Eichard Shreve,
died March 6, 1848, aged 62 ; Caleb Lippincott, died
April 20, 1847, aged 53; Phebe Ann Collins, born
Aug. 29, 1834, died April 25, 1867 ; Louisa Collins,
born Jan. 12, 1800, died June 4, 1839; Caleb A. Wood
ward, born Nov. 14, 1801, died May 18, 1874; Thomas
E. Haines, died Dec. 12, 1874, aged 52 ; Eev. John
Buckley, born May 3, 1805, died June 28, 1842, at
Bridgeton, N. J. ; Eichard H. Parsons, died July 31,
April 7, 1807, died
1871, aged 80; John Folwell, born
June 4, 1860; Samuel Eisdon, born April 24, 1772,
died April 27, 1845 ; Eev. John Potts, of Philadel
phia Conference, died Sept. 22, 1837, in the 25th year
of his ministry; Francis Decaeu, "Dear, dear France
land" ; Aaron Harker, Sr., died Aug. 7,
my native
aged
83
; John T. Fairholm, died April 4, 1862,
1868,
aged 68 ; Elizabeth Egley, born Feb. 23, 1794, died
Nov. 18, 1866 ; Benajah Deacon, died May 19, 1868,
aged 56; Samuel B. Eisdon, born Noy. 16, 1791, died

6, 1855, aged 63 ; Bebecca
10, 1813, died

March

13,

1879 ;

John B. Hankinson, Sr., born Jan. 8,
died Jan. 28, 1876; Timothy Chisman, born
Feb. 12, 1790, died Jan. 17, 1855; Sarah Lippincott,
born Dec. 6, 1826, died Sept. 4, 1859; Watson K.
Matlack, born 12th of 11th month, 1799, died 4th of
July

7, 1849;

1798,

1808, died

8th month, 1872;, John Eeeves, born Aug. 29, 1772,
died Aug. 15, 1847 ; Benjamin E. Cox, born Dec. 22,
1822, died April 20, 1865 ; Thomas .C, Alcott, died
March 17, 1872, aged 65 ; Mary Harris, born March

14, 1795,

7, 1783,

volunteer sailor and soldier, and an officer under Gen.
Sumten, and in the assault on Savannah, Ga. Died
May 26, 1832, aged 73 ; Daniel Deacon, born May 8,

June 13, 1866; Thomas Prickett, born Oct.
died March 28, 1846 ; Joseph F. Eowand,
born Dec. 30, 1833, died for his country Feb. 21, 1862;
Joseph F. Eowand, Sr., born April 10, 1803, died
Sept. 23, 1872; Samuel Wilson, Sr., died Sept. 21,
Charles' Eudolph
1851, aged 77;
Berg, born Oct. 6,
1816, died Dec. 3, 1857; Francis B. Warner, born
Dec. 12, 1795, died July 21, 1860; Benjamin Gaskill,

born Jan. 26, 1820, died Aug. 19, 1875 ; Adin Atkin
son, born Jan. 21, 1801, died April 14, 1875; Anthony
Logan, died Aug. 29, 1860, aged 75 ; Abraham Mer

ritt, died Sept. 1, 1873, aged 62; John Fenimore, died
June 15, 1866, aged 76 ; John Jamison, died Aug. 10,
1876, aged 54; Leander J. Budd, died June 23, 1864,
aged 52 ; Joseph Carr, Sr., died Aug. 24, 1870, aged
80 ; Peter W. Lame, died Nov. 29, 1868, aged 62 ;
Jesse B. Coleman, died June 15, 1864, aged 68; Daniel
Milbine, died June 26, 1866, aged 65; Benjamin Kem

ble, died Oct. 7, 1876, aged 77 ; Lydia E. Kemble,
died April 11, 1880, aged 76 ; Samuel M. Woolston,
died Sept. 13, 1873, aged 71 ; Henry Murray, died

died Aug. 29, 1867 ; Sarah B. Deacon, born
Dec. 25, 1801, died Aug. 5, 1878 ; Clayton Monroe,
died June 24, 1867, aged 79.

Holly.—

Pioneer Physicians

Among
of Mount
the pioneer or early resident physicians of Mount
Holly we find the name of John Blackwood, who
was born

July

cester County,

in Glou
His wife was Ann, widow of

28, 1772, at BlackWopdtown,

N.

J.

Just where he
Dr. Evan Clement, of Haddonfield.
commenced practice is not definitely known by the
writer, but in 1796 he located here as a physician, and
succeeded in obtaining a large practice and acquiring
a nice property, which was valued at $30,000 at the
time of his death, which occurred March 16, 1840.
He was a man highly honored by his fellow-citizens,
and held the office of judge of the Court of Com
Orphans'
Court of this county.
He
mon Pleas and
postmaster
Mount
Holly for several
at
was also
years.

Daniel Budd

was the fourth

son of William Budd,
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who came to this province in 1678. He studied med
icine in Philadelphia, subsequently went to Scotland,
and graduated at the University of Edinburgh, and
soon after commenced the practice of medicine
Medical'
Mou«,t Holly, joined the State
Society

in
in

1772, and subsequently removed to Schoharie

N.

Y., where

County,
he married a Miss Rebecca Lawyer, and

died March 15, 1815.
Stacy Budd was a descendant of William Budd,
through Thomas Budd, and was born in 1740.
He
commenced the study of medicine with Dr. Alexan
der Boss, in Burlington, and finished his studies with
Dr. Thomas Say, of Philadelphia. He inherited a
house and lot in Mount Holly, and rented it to John
Munro, with whom he boarded, following the medical
profession. In 1762 he married Sarah Munro, daugh
ter of John.

The doctor was disowned by the Society
of Friends for this marriage, but after the birth of
her second child, Eliza, she joined the Quakers, and
he was reinstated. He remained in Mount Holly, ex
cept one year in Moorestown, till his death, which
occurred after a short illness Feb. 13, 1804.
He ac

in St. Andrew's churchyard

mains were interred
that place.

a.t

Dr. John Eoss was born in Mount Holly, March 2,
Under the tuition of his father he probably
prepared himself for the practice of medicine.
About
the time he was ready to engage in the practice of
medicine war was declared by Great Britain, and he
at once entered the service as captain in the Third
New Jersey Eegiment, his commission bearing date
Feb. 9, 1776. He was commissioned major of the
Second New Jersey, April 7, 1779, and subsequently
brigade-major and inspector of the New Jersey Bri
gade. He was wounded in the service, but continued
on duty to the close of the war. Dec. . 18, 1782, he
of the Second New Jer
was made lieutenant-colonel
sey, and in 1792 he was appointed by Washington as
inspector of the revenue for Burlington County, N. J.He was a member of the Society of the Cincinnati
1752.

from its organization.

in well-bred merriment.
His costume was neat, his
hair long and held up by a comb. He married Han
nah, daughter of Joseph Burr, of Vincentown, June

He was married, July 8, 1778, to Mary, only child
of Eev. John Brainard, brother of David Brainard,
Their chil
the missionary.
She died Jan. 31, 1792.
dren were Sophia Marion, who married John Lardner Clarke, of Philadelphia; Elizabeth, married (1)
Dr. John Brown, (2) Dr. JohnWinans; and Alex
ander, who succeeded his father as a member of the
Society of the Cincinnati, and died unmarried in
1808, in Genoa, Italy.
Only one of them left descendant*, viz., Sophia
Marion, who by her marriage with Mr. Clarke had
3ix children, two of whom survive, Mrs. Louisa VanPeacock,1
uxem
late of Harrisburg, Pa., and Emeline
Marion, wife of John Clarke Sims,2 an original pro
prietor of the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin.
The
only brother of Mrs. Vanuxem and Mrs. Sims, Brain
ard Clark, died many years since, leaving a family.

•19, 1793.

These three families

quired a large and extensive practice, and beloved by
all who knew him, especially the poor.
Benjamin Say Budd was born June 26, 1769.
He
became a popular physician with an extensive prac
tice, after having studied with Dr. Benjamin Say, of
Philadelphia, and practicing with his father at Mount
Holly while he lived. After his father's death he
continued the practice of medicine at this place to
the close of his days, he having died Nov. 9, 1833.
He was of easy manners and social disposition, fond
of a joke even at his own expense, always indulging

She died 8th mo. 1, 1797. In 1801 he mar
ried Sarah, daughter of John Dobbins, of Mount

Holly.

Dr. Alexander Boss was born in Scotland in 1713.
He was the son of John Eoss, of Cairnbrock, a small
estate near Stranraer,
in Wigtonshire,
Scotland,
which his family had owned for many generations.
He graduated from the University of Edinburgh, and
during the first half of the last century came to
America.
He settled in Bristol, Pa., where he prac
ticed medicine with Dr. John Abraham De Nor
mandie, and whose near relative, Elizabeth Becket,
he subsequently married.
He also practiced in Bur
lington, and finally located in Mount Holly about
1 752.
He was one of the most prominent and skillful
physicians in South Jersey at the time he lived.
He
rode over a large extent of country on an old black
. mare, with his saddle-bags stuffed with medicines.
It generally took him two weeks to make each of his
patients a visit, as his ride covered a large circuit of
country, and he often sleeping in field or forest,
wherever night overtook him.
He died in Mount
Holly, May 10, 1780, aged sixty-seven, and his re

of Dr. John Eoss.

comprehend

He died Sept.

the entire descent

forty7, 1796, aged

four. His remains were interred beside those of his
father in St. Andrew's churchyard, Mount Holly.

Dr. John L. Stratton descended from a Long Island
family, and was born in Cumberland County, N. J.,
Feb. 23, 1778.
He studied medicine with Dr. James
Stratton, and married his daughter Anna in 1803.
He attended lectures at the Philadelphia Medical
College, and at the close of the last century com
menced practice in Mount Holly, where he remained,
except a short time he was with Dr. Nathan
Cole, of
Burlington, during the remainder of his life. He had
a large and laborious practice, extending
from the
Delaware to the sea-shore. He was universally re1 Mrs. Peacock died May 2, 1869,leaving no
issue by her second hus
band ; by her Hist, Thomas Neale Sims, late of Mount Holly, she left
one son, Alfred William Sim«, engineer, etc.
2 Of the issueof this marriage,
Clifford Stanley Sims, of Mount Holly,
was admitted July i, 1861,to membership in the Society of
Cincinnati,
of New Jersey, as representative of his great-grandfather, Maj.
John
Ross, and John Clarke Sims, Jr., of Philadelphia, was also
admitted to
membershipJuly 5, 1875—Extract from Wickes'History
of Medicineand
Medical Men of Kew Jersey to 1800.

MOUNT
spected and greatly

Hon.
Aug.

J. L.

He was the father of
of Mount Holly. He died

17, 1845.

AND CORPORATIONS.

Mount Holly Lodge, No. 14 (old No. 18), A. Y. M.,
was instituted at the Washington House, Mount Holly,
N. J., under a warrant dated Nov. 8, 1803, and for
several years the lodge meetings were held regularly
in the parlors of Joseph Bead and Parson Brainard,
or until about 1812, when the lodge purchased a build
ing on Water Street that stood on the site now
pied by " Masonic Hall." The services at the
cation of the Masonic Hall consisted in part
procession and a public address delivered by

dedi

copal Church, then on Church Street, the building
now a part of Eisdon's foundry.
The warrant members were Joseph Eead, W. M. ;

J.

Eead,

J.

W.

1830, when

was surrendered, and labor
susp'ended
till April 17, 1849. At this time Grand
Master Dr. John P. Lewis was present, and resusci

tated thelodge in due and ancient form, by installing
the following officers : Matthew McHenry, W. M. ;

; Eobert Bogers, J. W. ; Samuel
Eead, Sec. and Treas. ; and William E. Bryan, Tyler
pro tem. The following Masters have since been
elected : Samuel Eead, 1849 ; George AV. Curtis, 1850,

James Eogers, S. W.

;

William C. Patterson, Jr., was elected
December, 1868, and subsequently declined on ac
count of non-residence, when, on Jan. 14, 1869, Past

con, 1867 ;

Master Charles Ewan was elected to fill the vacancy;
Samuel C. Woolman, 1869-70 ; Milton Hansell, 1871 ;

Fred. W. Kelley, 1872-73; John W. McCormick,
1874; Joseph Lundy, 1875-77; Josiah AV. Ewan,
The following
1878-79; Joseph H. Gaskill, 1880.
are the officers of the lodge for the ensuing Masonic
Dec. 27, 1881 : George W. Craig,
W. M. ; John AV. Bodine, S. W. ; Caleb S. Eidgway,

up to the year 1832,
when from the excitement caused by the alleged ab
duction of William Morgan the lodge suspended

year, commencing

labor until 1848.
The old lodge was composed of
some of the most respectable and influential gentle

Harvey
J. D. ; William
aker, J. M. C. ;
ards; and Past
Curtis, Tyler.

Old No.

18 was very flourishing

men in the county of Burlington.
Upon the resuscitation of the lodge in 1848 there
were not-enough of the old members living to sign

'
the application
for that purpose.
Samuel Bead,
grandson of the first Worshipful Master, and William
E: Bryan, members of Tuckerton Lodge, No. 4, with
drew from that lodge and signed the petition for this

lodge. Most Worshipful Grand Master Dr. Lewis, of
Eatontown,. N. J., officiated, and installed Matthew
McHenry, AV. M. ; James Eogers, S. W. ; and Eobert
Bogers, J. AV. This lodge retains the original war

rant, having the number changed to 14.
The first records of this lodge now in existence are
dated May 21, 1804, and show that this was the first
meeting after the institution of the lodge, and that

the Master and Wardens were installed by the Bight
AVorshipful Deputy Grand Master, Aaron D. AVoodruff. The first initiate was John Frazer, who was
subsequently appointed Tyler of the lodge. At this
first meeting Alexander E. Cox and Mahlon Budd
were appointed Senior and Junior Deacons pro tem.

At

the first annual election, held Dec. 10, 1804, the
officers were duly elected : Joseph Eead,

following

W. M. ; Charles Ellis, S. AV. ; Samuel J. Eead, J. W. ;
and Alexander Cox, Sec. and Treas.
persons have been elected
The following-named
lodge
of
this
since
1804 : Joseph Eead, 1805 ;
Masters
Samuel
Charles

J.

Eead, 1806-16 ; Matthew McHenry, 1817 ;

F. Lott, 1819; Jacob Egbert, 1820; John
Jr., 1821-22 ; J. J. Sleeper, 1823-24 ; James

Beatty,
Cushman, 1825-26; George Hay wood, 1827 ; Eichard
Eayre, 1828-29.

27,

the charter

1852-55; Anthony Phillips, 1851 ; Thomas B. Woolston, 1856 ; W. E. Bryan, 1857-58 ; Charles Ewan, Jr.,
1859-64; George H. Pancoast, 1865-66 ; John B. Dea

occu

of a
Eev.
Brother George W. Eichards, of Philadelphia. The
address was delivered in St. Andrew's Protestant Epis

Charles Ellis, S. W. ; and Samuel
all lawyers.
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The last meeting of the old lodge was held Dec.

beloved.

N. Stratton,

SOCIETIES

HOLLY.

J.

W.

Sec. ;

; Charles

J.

Ewan, Treas. ; William M. Eisdon,
Gaskill, S. D. ; T. French Ballinger,
H. Cline, S. M. C. ; James H. PitHenry Darnell, John Eking, Stew
Junior Grand Warden George W.

In 1875, after the officers of No. 14 were installed,
the lodge was presented with a handsome gavel made
of the cedar of Lebanon, made in the ancient city of
Jerusalem,

and sent from that

city'

by Commander

John J. Bead, United States navy, a great-grandson
of the first Master of No. 14.
Bridgetown Library Company was chartered
June 11, 1765, by George the Third, king of Great
Britain, etc., through AVilliam Franklin, GovernorGeneral of Nova Csesarea, or New Jersey.
The incorporators were John Monrow, John Clif
ton, Samuel Eeeve, Josiah Haines, George Wills,
Joseph Budd, Jr., AVilliam Foster, Chichester Eey
nolds, John AVest, Samuel Farrington, John Brain
ard, Joseph Farrington, Solomon Southwick, John
Budd, Jr., Daniel Hopewell, John Arney, Thomas
Shinn, William Budd Carpenter, Joshua Bispham,
John Cox, Nathan Haines, William Budd, Jr., John
Mullen, Henry Budd, Thomas Eeynolds, Burbridge
Brock, William Budd, Sr., AVilliam "Wills, Thomas
John
Paxson, Howell Davis, William Claypole,
Hatkinson, Adam Farquhar, John Murrill, Edward
Andrew, Alexander Boss, Joseph Eidgway, Joshua
Lamb, Samuel Budd, Earl Shinn, Zachariah Eossell,
John Clark, Samuel Jones, Aaron Smith, Daniel
Jones, Jr., John Budd, John Bispham, James Dob
bins, Jr., Thomas Cooper, Daniel Toy, Stacy Budd,
John Forker, James McElhago, Samuel Woolston,
AVilliam AVoolston, Vincent Leeds, James Dobbins,
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Joseph Mullen, Thomas Budd, Levi Briggs, Joseph
Mcintosh, and John Goldy. The great seal of the
province of Nova Caesarea, or New Jersey, is attached
to the ancient document.
Soon after the granting of the charter a small
library was obtained of the best books then in the
market, and for many years the Bridgetown Library

was the institution of Mount Holly.
Like most organizations of this kind in the early
history of the country, the time came when it re
quired an act of the State Legislature to give a new
lease of life, and so with this, after nearly a century,
or on July 4, 1859, "The Burlington County Lyceum
of
and Natural Science" was organized and

Eichard C. Shreve as president, Franklin
B. Levis secretary, and I. P. Goldsmith treasurer.
Mr. Eichard C. Shreve was subsequently succeeded
Mr. Levis was
by James D. Shreve as president.
1862, with

succeeded in the secretaryship, in March, 1881, by his
son, Howard C. Levis. Mr. Goldsmith still retains
the treasurership of the association.
This association commenced with one thousand
shares of stock, which ran for a number of years,
when the constitution was amended so that at each
annual
so that

meeting new series of stock could be issued,
there has been added from time to time ten

incorporated

series of stock, making eleven series issued by the
association since its organization.
The first four
series have run out and have been canceled, leaving

7, 1860, and invested with

in existence but the six last series.

History

by the Legislature, and approved Feb.
all the powers necessary
for the government of such an organization.
Stand
ing committees were appointed on Geology, Palae
ontology,

thyology,

Mineralogy,
Herpetology,

Ornithology,

Oology,

Ich

Entomology,
Conchology,
History and Antiquities, and

Mammalogy, Botany,
Large additions were made to the
Numismatics.
library, and a museum of historical antiquities, prop
erly arranged, where is now a collection of antiquated
relics that any museum might be proud of. An act

of the Legislature,

approved

April

21, 1876, author

ized the addition of a circulating library, which adds
much to its former value. Nathan Dunn, a former
citizen of Mount Holly, died in 1841, leaving to the
trustees of this library his very valuable private
also bequeathing to this library a sum of
money the proceeds or interest of which is to be ex
pended iri the purchase of books for the Lyceum of
library,

History and Natural Science.
The library
museum, or historical

rooms, are
in the new and elegantly furnished rooms in the
Levis Block, east side of Main Street. The officers
for the present year are : President, Marmaduke S.
Pancoast; Vice-Presidents,
Andrew E. Budd, M.D.,
and John Ekings; Becording
Secretary, Charles

Ewan Merritt ; Corresponding Secretary, John C.
Ten Eyck; Librarian, M. S. Pancoast; Treasurer,
Howard C. Levis; Curators, Charles H. Estill, Fran
cis Ashhurst, M.D., Joseph C. Clark, Howard C.

Levis, Eichard H. Parsons, M.D., aud John C. Ten
Eyck ; Trustees, Francis Ashhurst, M.D., Andrew E.
Budd, M.D., Charles Ewan Merritt, Joseph C. Clark;
Franklin B. Levis, Clifford Stanley Simms, and
James N. Stratton ; Assistant Librarians, Mrs. D.
W. Carr and Miss Nellie Carr.
Burlington County Farmers' Club.— Organized
Has about one hundred members. President,
Lippincott, Mount Holly, N. J. ; Secretary,
Henry I. Budd ; Treasurer, Edward L. Bowne.
Object of the association is the discussion of all mat
ters pertaining to agriculture.
Monthly meetings
the third Saturday of each month.
The Building and Loan Association of Mount
Holly. — This association was organized in March-,
1871.

James

This association
has thus far been quite successful, incurring a less
number of losses than any other association in the
county, and returning to the stockholders a large in
crease of stock, the result of good management in not
investing on second mortgage, so that through all
the financial depressions the association has never
been obliged to carry unproductive real estate.
Its
provisions for the issuing aud cancellation of stock are

of such

a liberal character, consistent with safety, as
to make it popular with the laboring classes, which
it was intended in its organization to benefit. The
present board of directors are Franklin B. Levis,

John K. Bailie,

Thomas E. Eisdon, Jr., John Ekings,
E. Holeman, William McDonald, and Michael H.
Johnson.
Unity Lodge, No. 99, 1. 0. of 0. F.— This lodge
was instituted May 26, 1879, with the following
named charter members : Past Grands Samuel Taylor
and Japhet B. Joyce, from Mutual Lodge, No. 82 ;
Past Grand George Farnum, from Ocean Lodge, No.
38; Charles Lewis, from Pemberton Lodge, No. 49;
and William M. Zelly, from Vincentown Lodge, No.

The first officers elect of the lodge were Samuel
Taylor, N. G. ; Japhet B. Joyce, V. G. ; William M.
Zelly, Bee. Sec. ; and Charles Lewis, Treas.
The regular meetings of this lodge are held on
Monday evening of each week in Odd-Fellows' Hall,
on High Street above Water Street.
Membership in
April, 1882, was ninety-eight.
The following are the Past, Noble, and Vice Grands
of this lodge, also the date of installation, since the
first election: John W. Brown, N. G., and William
M. Zelly, V. G., installed July, 1879 ; AVilliam M.
Zelly, N. G., and Herbert W. Edmunds, V. G., in
stalled January, 1880 ; Herbert W. Edmunds, N. G.,
and Joseph Harvey Gaskill, V. G., installed
July>
1880 ; Joseph Harvey Gaskill, N. G., and George
O.
Morris, V. G., installed January, 1881 ; George O.
Morris, N. G., and T. Walter Boston, V. G., installed
23.

July,

1881.

The officers for the first term of 1882, installed in
January, were as follows: T. Walter Boston, N. G. ;
Thomas S. Fish, V. G. ; Joseph W. Colkitt, Bee. Sec;
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W. Pederick, Per. Sec. ; W. K. Eudderow,
J. Harvey Gaskill, C. ; George AV. Hughes,
AV. ; AV. L. Powell, E. S. N. G. ; Isaac S. Uncles, L.
S. N. G. ; J. Howard Clothier, I. G. ; Samuel C.
Brown, O. G. ; Harry Hawkins, E. S. S. ; Horace D.
Cronk, L. S. S. ; Charles Stanton, E. S. V. G. ; Fred
erick Danz, L. S. V. G.
Mount Holly Lodge, No. 19, I. 0. of 0. F.— The
above-named lodge was instituted at Mount Holly,
N. J., April 12, 1843, by Marshall C. Holmes, Most
Worthy Grand Master, assisted by other grand offi

Treas. ;

cers.

The petitioners for this lodge were Samuel Eead,
David Hultz, and AVilliam Foster, Jr., who were initi
ated into and had taken their cards from Madison
Lodge, No. 17, of AUentown, N. J., Henry B. James,
who drew his card from Concordia Lodge, No. 4, of
Trenton, and Anthony Phillips, who demitted from
Trenton Lodge, No. 3.
The first officers were Samuel Eead, N. G. ; David
Hults, V. G. ; Anthony Phillips, Sec. ; and Henry B.
James, Treas. Bead was a bricklayer, Hults and
Phillips blacksmiths, Foster a carriage-maker, and
James a jeweler.

At the time of the institution of this lodge there
were but two lodges of Odd-Fellows south of Trenton,
viz. : Bordentown, No. 16, and Madison, No. 17, at
AUentown, and the community regarded the organi
zation of a lodge of Odd-Fellows with some suspicion,
but a series of lectures tended much to enlighten the
people upon the subject. From No. 19 the following
lodges have been formed : Burlington Lodge, No. 22 ;

Vincentown Lodge, No.

No. 38 ;
Pemberton Lodge, No. 49 ; Medford Lodge, No. 100 ;
Columbus Lodge, No. 101 ; Pocahontas Lodge, No.
107; and Winslow Lodge, No. 40. The last-named
is in Camden County.
Mount Holly Lodge has been
honored with officers for the Grand Lodge of the
23 ; Ocean

Lodge,

Samuel Eead was Most
State at different times.
AVorthy Grand Master of the State in 1845^6, and
represented the Grand Lodge of New Jersey in the
Grand Lodge of the United States in 1848-50. John

W. Bodine was Grand Marshal of the Grand L^dge
in 1880-81. Of the original petitioners, Hults, Phil
lips, and Eead are the only ones connected with the
lodge at present, January, 1882.
Total number of
past officers, forty-one.
Present membership, one hundred and fifty. Funds
invested, twelve thousand dollars. The officers elected

in January,

1882, were as follows :

N. G., Walter A.

V.

G., Eichard H. Parsons, M.D. ; Eec.
Sec, Joseph C. Kingdon ; Per. Sec, J. Fred. Lauyear; Treas., Thomas
master, for the twenty-fourth
F. Keeler, for the twenty-fifth year ; Conductor,
Barrows ;

Joseph Carr, for the twenty-ninth year ; Warden,
Arthur Jones, for the thirty-fifth year ; E. S. to N. G.,
Ira H. Jones ; L. S. to N. G., Mark Z. Branin ; B. S.
to V. G., Ed. P. Holeman ; L. S. to V. G., Henry
Flenard; O. G., William E. Ewan; E. S. S., M. H.
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Johnson ; L. S. S., John Sherman ; Trustees of Lodge,
Joseph Carr, Edward B. Jones, and Joseph C. Cow
gill ; Trustees of Widows and Orphans, E. K. Ban
croft, George F. Harbert, and John Eking.

Mount Holly Encampment, No. 9, 1. 0. of 0. F.,
was instituted at this place Oct. 17, 1844, and is still
working, with a small force of workmen.
Good-WiU Lodge, No. 14, A. 0. U. W— This lodge

of United Workmen was instituted in Mount Holly,
N. J., Feb. 17, 1882, with the following charter mem
bers and officers, viz. : Floyd Armstrong, P. M. W. ;
Walter A. Barrows, M. AV. ; J. Fred. Laumaster, F. ;
Frank Dill, O. ; G. A. Lippincott, G. ; E. B. Jones,
B.; S. S. Wyllie, F. ; S. L. Toinlinson, E.; AV. B.
Wills, I. M.; S. F. Sapp, O. M.; Floyd Armstrong,
Charles B. Parsons, and W. P. Bryan, Trustees ; Dr.
Eichard H. Parsons, M. E., also W. M. Eisdon and
C. M. Eodgers.
The regular meetings of the lodge
are held on the first and third Thursday evenings in
each month in the Mirror building.
Gen. A. E. Shiras Post, No. 26, G. A. R— This
post, in Department of New Jersey, located at Mount
Holly, was instituted in July, 1879, with the following
charter members, viz. . J. C; Clark, Clifford Stanley
Sims, Walter A. Barrows, J. P. Burnett, Charles
Ewan Merritt, Samuel B. Gale, Eobert F. Coleman,
Thomas J. Alcott, Samuel Carr, Henry C. Eisdon,
Washington
W. Watts, A. B. Scattergood, James
Smith,

John K.

Scattergood, and

J. Fred.

Laumaster.

The following named comrades were the first officers
of the post: Charles Ewan Merritt, C. ; Clifford Stanley

J.

V. C.
AV. Watts,
Sims, S. V. C; Washington
Thomas J. Alcott, Chap. ; John P. Burnett, Surg.
Walter A. Barrows, O. D. ; Henry C. Eisdon, Q.M.
H. C. Buckley, Adjt. ; Samuel Carr, O. G. The Com
The regular
mander for 1881 was Walter A. Barrows.

meetings of the post are held in the post's hall, in
Mirror building, Main Street, on the first and third
Friday evenings of each month. The present Com
mander is Jacob Nock ; Senior Vice-Commander,
William Johnson ; Junior Vice-Commander, Samuel
Sapp; Quartermaster, Samuel Carr; Adjutant, John
Throckmorton.

Present membership, one hundred.

Washington Council, No. 5, Junior 0. U. A. M.—
This council was organized at Mount Holly, Sept. 18,
1868, with the following named charter members, the
charter being granted by the State Council of Junior
0. U. A. M. of Pennsylvania: Harry Kelley, Eobert
Brown, James H. Pitcher, Joseph H. Shinn, Charles
Murdock, Burr White, E. P. Pitcher, Jr., Howard
Carr, William Baillie, Frederick Stainrook, Edward
Flenard, Samuel W. Kirkbride, George W. Hughes,
Joseph E. Bodine, Benjamin W. Haines, Frank Bul
lock, Alexander Nesbit, John N. Anderson, Joseph
AV.

Kiner.

bride,

The first officers were Samuel W. Kirk
Jr., Eec. Sec. ; Joseph E.

C. ; E. P. Pitcher,

Bodine, Treas. ; Howard Carr, AV. ; James H. Pitcher,
C. ; Alexander Nesbit, Asst. Bee Sec; BurrAVhite,
'
Con. ; AVilliam Baillie, 0. S. The regular meetings of

V.
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the council are held on Friday evening of each week.
The officers in May, 1882, were as follows : Gilbert

Newbold, C. ; J. S. Shreve, V. C. ; J. Fred. Kiner,
Rec. Sec. ; Harry Dill, Asst. Rec. Sec. ; B. W. Haines,
Treas.; W.
Haines, Con.; E. Baugh, W. ; John

J.

AVoolston, I. S. ; H. Peterson,
Jr., P. C. ; George W. Hughes,

Kiner, Trustees;
Bepresentatives

E.

O. S. ;

H. D. Cronk,

J. W. Kiner, J. Fred.
E. Cline, J. Howard Clothier,

to Supreme Council.

Washington Council, No. 10, 0. U. A. M.— This
council was organized iri Mount Holly, Jan. 13, 1866,
with the following named charter members : A. S.

White, William Kiner, A. B. Scattergood, J. G.
King, I. A. King, W. G. Pederick, F. W. Kelly,
J. L. Campbell, H. J. W. Pederick, O. L. Shinn, H.
Baugh, J. W. Bodine, J. A. Sailer, J. Monroe, F.
Cook, J. B. Frake, J. K. Scattergood, J. Anderson,
E. H. Brooks, J. D. Clevenger, F. Dill, J. Flenard,
H.'
Morton, and
J. B. Kirkbride, C. I. Lindsey, W.
G.

H.

Peak.

The first officers of
William Kiner, C; A. B. Scattergood, V. C. ; H.
Baugh, E. S.; J. L. Campbell, A. E. S. ; F. W.
Kelly, F. S. ; F. Cook, Treas.; J. A. Sailer, I.; W.
G. Pederick, E. ; J. W. Bodine, I. Pro. ; J. Monroe,
O. Pro. ; Owen L. Shinn, Absalom B. Scattergood,
and AVilliam Kiner, Trustees.
The following names comprise the list of Past
Councilors of this council : W. Kiner, AV. G. Ped
erick, A. S. White, T. Aikens, F. Armstrong, W.
Eeeves, H. J. W. Pederick, W. Hinkle, J. Love, E.
Stone, J. A. Sailer, J. W. Bodine, A. M. Bodine, J.
S. Zelly, J. W. Brown, two terms, T. Gulick, J.
Fisher, G. White, E. H. Brooks, G. C. Powell, S.
English, J. B. Taylor, B. E. Cook, C. P. Eogers, J.
D. Williams, J. M. Wills, F. B. Keeler, W. Hughes,
G. Hughes, C. P. Brewin, G. F. Harbert, C. Stanton,
the council were as follows, viz. :

and

H.

Woodington.

The regular meetings -of the council are held on
Thursday evening of each week in Dilts Hall, on
Main Street, Mount Holly.
The officers for 1882
were Thomas Gulick, C. ; D. H. Aaronson, V. C. ;
H. Baugh, E. S. ; AV. M. Eeeves, A. E. S. ; H. J. W.
Pederick, F. S. ; William Kiner, Treas. ; J. Kiner, I. ;
J. Love, E.G.~
; G. H. Peak, I. Pro. ; C. L. Aaronson,
H. Peak, AV. M. Eeeves, and J. S.
O. Pro. ;
Zelly, Trustees. Total membership, 57.
Mount Holly Lodge, No. 13, A. 0. of G. F—This
lodge was instituted March 17, 1869, with the follow
ing named persons as charter members : Henrie J. W.
Pederick, Aaron S. Haines, Job Ewan, AVilliam H.
Hinkle, Ellsworth Eeeves, Thomas Ireton, Walter
Smith, William J. Brannan, Charles Lewis, William
Holt, Abel Flenard, Harman Baugh, Jr., George
Warren, Isaac Bisley, AVilliam G. Pederick, Jacob
Flenard, Charles Taylor, William J. Kerr, John
Logan, Garret S. Scheink, William McDonald, Wil
liam H. Phasis, Adelbert S. Bullock, Brainard John
son, Edmund Huff, Jacob M. Wilson, David Eeeves,

Lucius L. Ayres, George T. Gibbs, John P. Howell,
and Henry A. Hogan.
The following named persons comprise the first list
of officers : W. G., William J. Brannan ; W. V. G.,
Harman Baugh, Jr.; W. Chap., Lucius L. Ayres;
W. E. S., Henry A. Hogan ; W. F. S., Henrie J. W.
Pederick; W. Treas., WilHam J. Kerr; W. S. AV.,
David Beeves; W. J. W., Ellsworth Eeeves; W.
Tyler, Adelbert S. Bullock ; W. Junior Tyler, Charles
Taylor.
The regular meetings of the lodge are held on
Good-Fellows' Hall,
Friday evening of each week in
Holly.
Main Street, Mount
The lodge has paid out for relief of distressed
since its organization over three thousand
five hundred dollars, and at present has a fund of
three thousand dollars invested and cash on hand.
The weekly sick benefits are four and five dollars,
graded according to number of degrees taken.

brethren

The present officers are as follows, viz. : Andrew
W. Malsbury, W. G. ; AVilliam H. Hinkle, Sr., AV. V.
G. ; Benjamin Shoesmith, W. C. ; Henrie J. AV. Ped
erick, W. E. S. ; Harman Baugh, Jr., W. F. S.; Lu
cius L. Ayres, W. Treas. ; Thomas A. Gibbs, W. S.
W. ; Daniel Cline, W. J. W. ; Walter H. Hinkle, W.
Tyler; James Love, AV. J. Tyler.
Present membership,

Mechanics'

one hundred.

Building and Loan Association. —
organization
This
was instituted in Mount Holly,
July 29, 1871. Article first of the constitution fully
explains the object of the association :

" This Association shall be denominated ' The Me
Building and Loan Association of Mount
J.,'
and shall have for its object the accumu
Holly, N.
lation of a fund, by the savings of the members thereof,
sufficient to enable them to build or purchase for them
selves dwelling-houses, or to invest in such manner
as they shall deem most advantageous.
" The amount of capital
stock of this Association
chanics'

shall not exceed 1700 shares."

The first officers of this company, elected in 1871,
were as follows : President, James Lippincott ; Sec
retary, James N. Stratton; Treasurer, Samuel M.
Johnson; Directors, Thomas E. Eisdon, Mark Z.
Branin, Charles W. Heisler, E. B. Jones, A. B. Cherry,
O. L. Jeffries, and E. Holeman.
The directors for 1882 were O. L. Jeffries, E. Holeman, Charles Lewis, AVilliam
McDonald, Henry
Buckley, and Thomas F. Keeler. The officers are
James Lippincott, president ; C. Ewan Merritt, sec
retary ; William E. Eudderow, treasurer.
Lodge No. 16, 1. 0. of Philozathians— This lodge
is located at Mount Holly, and was organized May 15,
1874.
Its regular communications are held at the
lodge-room in Mill Street, on Friday evening of
each
week, with a membership
of seventy-eight.
The
officers for the first quarter in 1882 were as follows :
P. S., Catharine Collins ; First Asst. P. S., Susan
Deaves; Second Asst. P. S., Louisa Sines; AV. A.
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First Asst., Lizzie Shinn ; Second
Arabella Collins; Con., Josephine Shinn;
Treas., Ann Collins; F. S., Annie Shinn; E. S.,
Annie Lewis; I. G., Annie Bouger; O. G., Emma
Gaunnt ; Chap., Eachel Pitcher.
Marion Circle, No. 9, Brotherhood of the Union.
— This circle was organized in Mount Holly, April

Mary

Eogers ;

Asst.,

22, 1874, with the following-named

John

persons as charter

E. Akins,
Daniel McCoy, Lippincott Dennis, Joseph Grooms,
A. L. High, Burr Streaker, George Streaker, George
Engle, Charles West, Daniel
AV. Sterns, Obadiah
Cline, Benjamin Seaman, Charles J. Peters, John
P. Howell, William K. Taylor, Charles Eidgway,
Thomas Elbertson, Charles H. Forker, William Dermembers :

Throckmorton,

Thomas

rand, William Brown, John Dennis, Frank Nicholas,

Longstreet, John AV. Matthews, Daniel F.
George T. Newell, Samuel H. Cown, John
Mickle, Joseph S. Wells, Beading Stillwell, Gordon

John

Gaunnt,

P. Pearce, Joseph A. Taylor, Aaron F. Brown, Joseph
F. Core, Edward Grant, AVilliam Eossell, Joseph
Hooper, John Stiles, William Garon, Eobert F. Cole
man, George S. Severs, Frank Stainrook, George
Heisler, James C. Cain, Edward Harned, John Wor
rell, Samuel B. Elliott, John H. Heaveland, George
Monroe, Thomas Donelay, Asa V. Long, James
Bishey, and AVilliam Heisler.
The following named persons were installed as
the first officers of the circle: John Throckmorton,
C. AV. ; James E. Cain, C. J.; Frank Stainrook,
C. F. ; George T. Newell, H. S. K. ; Gordon P. Pearce,
Beg.; John Longstreet, Treas. ; Bobert F. Coleman,
H. H. ; Lippincott Dennis, W. of Day; Charles
Eidgway, W. of Night.
The regular meetings of this circle are held on
evening of each week in "Bed Men's
Hall,"
Mount Holly. This is truly a beneficiary
society, and up to Jan. 1, 1882, have paid sick bene
Wednesday

fits amounting to $1916.86.
Present membership, 87.
The officers for 1882 are as follows : Andrew L.

High, C. W.; Franklin M. Bennett, C. J.; John
Sprow, C. F. ; George Clevenger, H. H. ; Bobert F.
Coleman, H. S. K. ; John Throckmorton,
H. E. ;
John Longstreet, Treas. ; Benjamin Sprow, W. D. ;
AValter Cramer, AV. N. ; Eobert F. Coleman, William
Johnson, and C. M. Eodgers, Trustees.

J.

6. —This
in Mount Holly, N. J.,
April 10, 1875, with the following named persons as
charter members : Thomas E. Akins, Hester Akins,
Eachel J. Atkinson, Aaron F. Brown, Cora A. Brown,
Ellen Briggs, James pomack, Annie E. Comack,
James pajn, Susan Cain, Bobert F. Coleman, Eebecca
Coleman, Sarah U. Coleman, Bella Cline, Joseph S.
Carr, Emma Conklin, Hattie Conklin, Horatio Edle-

Lady Marion Home Communion, No.

communion

was organized

man, Sallie A. Edleman, Charles Gibbs, Mary S.
Gibbs, E. H. Gibbs, Florence Gibbs, Mary A. Gibbs,
George M. Heisler, Annie Hartwick, William H.

Johnson, John Longstreet, Harriet Longstreet, John
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D. Longstreet, Mary J. Longstreet, Alonzo Mead,
Edith Morgan, George T. Newal, Charles J. Peters,
Hester C. Peters, Margaret Peak, James Bichey, Mary
Eichey, George Sterns, Annie Sterns, George Severs,
C. W. Severs, Annie Stainrook, Etta Stainrook, Susan
A. Shinn, Martha Shinn, John Throckmorton, Han
Joseph A. Taylor, Maggie B.
nah Throckmorton,
Nathan
Taylor;
AVilson, Sarah J. Wilson, Emma
Shemeley, Minnie Satterday, Catharine Satterday^
Mary Flinn, Annie E. Bowker, Asa V. Long, Lizzie
H. Long, Budd Powell, Martha Powell, Sallie C. Talman, Annie P. Taylor, Eebecca E. Taylor, Jane Cobb,
Nellie Layton, Maggie Flake, Sallie Eeaves, John
Mickle, and Lizzie Wilson.
Immediately after the organization of the com
munion, the following named persons were duly in
ducted into the several offices for which they had been
selected : Eobert F. Coleman, P. G. ; James Eichey,
G. ; Mary Eichey, Protector ; James Cain, Prophet ;
Bebecca Coleman, Prophetess; George Sterns, Priest;
Annie Stainrook, Priestess; A. F. Brown, S. K. ;
Eegister ; John Longstreet,
John Throckmorton,
Treasurer ; Maggie B. Taylor, W. D. ; George M.
Heisler, W. N. ; James Eichey, Eobert F. Coleman,
James G. Estlow, Trustees.
The regular meetings of the communion are held
on Saturday evening of each week in " Eed Men's
Hall,"
Mount Holly. Present membership, 85.
Since the organization of the communion there
has been expended for the relief of sick members
and for sick benefits the sum of $1743.51, previous to
Jan. 1, 1882. The present officers are as follows:

Flenard, P. G. ; James G. Estlow, G. ; John
W. Mathew, Protector; Frank Atkinson, Prophet;
Hannah Sprow, Prophetess; John Caudle, Priest;
Hannah D. Throckmorton, Priestess; John Throck
morton, H. S. K. ; Eobert F. Coleman, Eegister ; John
Longstreet, Treas. ; Minnie Satterday, W. D. ; Edward
Harned, AV. N. ; James Eichey, James G. Estlow,
Peter Flenard, Trustees.
New Jersey Lodge, No. 1, K. of P.— The Knights
of Pythias, a secret benevolent order, was organized
in the city of Washington, D. C, Feb. 19, 1864, by
J. H. Bathbone. New Jersey Lodge, No. 1, of Mount
Holly, and Damon Lodge, No. 2, of Camden, were
organized on the 12th day of December, 1867, at Cam
den, N. J., by AVilliam P. Westwood, Grand Chan
cellor of the District of Columbia, C. M. Barton, and
W. H. Myers.
The following officers were elected
and installed in No. 1 : C. O, Samuel Eead ; Treas.,
The following named persons
Anthony Phillips.
were the charter members : Mark Griesenberger,
Aaron S. White, Anthony Phillips, John Peterson,
Morris H. Keeler, AVilliam., B. Haines, Marvel S.
Pitcher, Thomas B. Eisdon, Jr., Samuel B. Keeler,
Samuel Eead, Charles H. Mellvain, J. Fred Laumas
ter, W. C. Girvin, John B. Love, Samuel B. Gale,
Charles AV. Heisler, and Charles M. Sloan.
The officers of New Jersey Lodge, No. 1, for 1882
Beula
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C, Charles M. Sloan ; V. C,
Clothier; P. C, John Nippins; K. R. S.,
S. S. Bower; M. of F., Henry C. Buckley; M. of E.,
Robert L. Nixon ; P., George F. Harbert ; M. at A.,
William L. Anderson ; I. G., Henry Peterson ; O. G.,
Samuel B. Gale.
Mount Holly Division, No. 8, Sons of Temper
were as follows : C.

J. Howard

ance. —This division was instituted on Thursday
evening, Jan. 23, 1845, in the upper room of a dwell
ing-house on Mount Holly Avenue, by D. G. W. P.
Benjamin F. Yard, assisted by P. W. P.'s H. M. Hough
and H. B. Morse, of Mercer Division, No. 5. The fol
lowing named persons were the charter members, also
the first officers of the division : W. P., Samuel A.
Dobbins ; W. A., John AV. Watkinson ; B. S., Israel
Lippincott;. A. E. S., Charles Jones; F. S., Isaac L.
Elbertson ; Treas., George Ogburn ; Con., Louis Gotta ;
A. C, John Brown; I. S., George W. Boultinghouse;
O. S., Clarkson Thompson.
The Past Worthy Patriarchs

of this division

have

been Samuel A. Dobbins, John W. Watkinson, Louis
Gotta, Israel. Lippincott, John H. Bothner, Arthur
Jones, Israel Elberton, AVilliam Kenney, Lenza A.
Cox, William Kiner, P. F. Slack, George AV. Poin
sett, William T. S. Cheeks, William Lucas, James
Eogers, AVilliam Bott, Abram H. Duer, Charles Ben
nett, Ezra Halbert, H. H. Ehees, A. H. Duer, Theo
dore Collins, Samuel Wood, D. AV. Carr, John A.
Jones,. James D. Shreve, Jonathan Alcott, Elwood

Parsons, Thomas Letchw.orth, J. AV. Shinn, I. Letchworth, C. W. Atkinson, Frederick Austin, Benjamin
Peterson, Charles S. Bates, H. A. Johnson, H. T.
Peak, David Eeeves, Ezra Clark, W. P. Taylor, A. B.
Scattergood, B. D. King, William J. Kelley, Stephen

Hankins, William Bailey, Elwood Haines, Joseph G.
King, A. F. Bailie, David Brown, Eichard Barrington, John M. Bailie, Loxley J. Ehees, Charles S.
Stockton, Joseph W. Atkinson, James H. Kempton,
J. L. Ehees, George W. Palmer, Eev. E. V. Lawrence,
Andrew Wright, Eev. Samuel Aaron, Edward S. Fal
len, Eev. E. A. Chalker, Alexander Cameron, Samuel
Bower, Edward T. Idell, J. P. Lippincott, George W.
Arms, John Bailey, Eev. William Franklin, James
Yates, A. H. Burr, Abram E. Woolston, James Clo
thier, B. B. Borel, Matthias Hughes, John W. Bodine,
B. M. Hamilton, William F. English, E. W. Shreeve,
Clifford Kelley, Michael AVoolston, Harold Kelley,
Fred. T. Burr, Samuel Carr, Jackson L. Keeley,
James Kinsey, George W. Morris, and William A.
Polock.
The officers for the first term of 1882 are as follows:
Samuel Carr, W. P.; Jackson L. Keeley, W. A.;
William J. Kelley, E. S. and A. E. S. ; Samuel Carr,
F. S. ; James D. Shreeve, T. and C. ; Joseph W. At
kinson, Chaplain ; Matthias Hughes, A. C. ; Frank

B. Shreeve, I. S. and O. S.
The regular meetings of the division are held at
its rooms on Pearl Street, between Buttonwood and
Cherry Streets. On Friday evening, Aug. 18, 1854,

several of the members of this division received cards
of dismission for the purpose of forming America

Division, No.

26.

101 (Colored), S. of
T., was instituted in the rooms of Mount Holly
Division, Nov. 30, 1866.
Mount Holly Fire Department. —For the first
century and a quarter of this town's existence it was
without a fire department, and no doubt less danger
was felt by the inhabitants
than at present; when
The town is not in
they have a good water supply.
The subjects of
corporated; hence no responsibility.

John Brown Division, No.

engines and hose-carts have been discussed for nearly
or quite a hundred years, and the grand result is three
crippled hose companies.
In 1805 the fire question
was agitated to such an extent that a fire company
was formed, officers elected, an old dilapidated engine
purchased, together with a few buckets, and the wouldbe deluger of fires started on the high road to firemen's
glory.
We give the organization of the old company,
which has the honor, if it be any, of being the ancestor
of the present fire department :
" Union Fire Company.— At a meeting of the subscribersto the new
Fire Company about being established in the town of Mount Holly at
the house of Griffith Owen on Saturday evening March 23 a.d. 1805
Benajah Butcher was chosen chairman for the evening, aud Alexr R.
Cox Secretary.
"The chairman informed the Company that this meeting had been
calfed for the purpose of framing rules for the regulation of the Fire
companynow about being established.
"It was thereforeResolvedthat the following gentlemen composea
committeeto draft a constitution and by laws and report the same to
this meeting at some future period: Samuel J. Read, Charles Shreve,
Benjamin WeBt, Mahlon Budd, Benajah Butcher, Edward Thomas.
"Resolved,that John W. Sterling, Joseph Bennett, Jr., Andrew Davis,
John Field, Thomas Smith, Jr., David Gaskill, Jr., be a committee to
inspect the new engine,and that they be directed to clean the same and
report the condition at the next meeting.
" At an adjourned meeting of tho
subscribers to the new Fire Com
pany on Saturday, March 30, 1805,
" The Committeeappointedat
the last meeting to draft a Constitution
and By-laws for the regulation of the Company reported the sameand
with Bomefew exceptions they were unanimously adopted.

"Resolved,that this Company shall be known by the name of the
Company'
'Union Fire
of Mount Holly, and that they proceed immedi
ately to the choiceof their officers for the ensuing year, when the fol
persons
lowing
were duly chosen: President, Samuel J. Read; VicePresident, Griffith Owen; Secretary, Alexander R. Cox; Treasurer,
Charles 3hreve; Engineers, David Gaskill, John Field, Joseph Bennett,
Jr , Andrew Davis, John Blackwood, and Palmer McNeall.
" Aud agreeableto the By
Laws, Benajah Butcher to act asClerk until
the Btatedmeeting iu June next.
"Ordered that tho Secretarybe directed to have fifty copies of
the
Constitution and By-Laws, printed at the expenseof the
company and
distributed the same among tho individual members thereof
and like
wise that he procure three quires of printed notices,the expense
to be
defrayedas aforesaid.
" Ordered,that the
engineers,as soon as possible,attend to the cleaning and repairing of the engine, the expense thereof
to be paid from
the funds of the Company.
"Agreeably to the By-Laws each member on signing
tho articles of
associationis to pay into the hands of the Treasurer
the sum of fitly
cents,which was accordingly done by the memberswhose
names appear
in the margin, and the sum of thirteen dollars
and f& was paid into
the hands of the Treasurer.
" Resuhed,that
this meeting adjourn.
" Alx. R.
Cox, Sec'ty."

The following are the names referred to : B. Butcher
B. AVest, Abr. Brown, J. Field, W.
Kirkbride, D. Gas-

MOUNT
kill, Jr.,

J. Bennett,

Jr., A. B. Cox, John L. Stratton,
Kenny, B. Burr, P. McNeill, J. Blackwood,
C. Shreve, S. J. Eead, A. Davis, J. AV. Sterling, S.
Sailer, Thomas
Smith, E. Thomas, J. White, A.
Hunter, J. Kempton, G. Owen, B. S. Budd, J. Cox,
and M. Budd.
At a subsequent meeting the engineers gave it as
their opinion that the engine would answer the pur
Thomas

pose, provided they had no fires.

America Hose Company, No.
April 13, 1858, with the following

4, was organized

named members:

Bead, AV. Budd Deacon, Watson Antrim,
John T. Alcott,^ William H. Campion, Morris H.
Keeler, Horace Cronk, Samuel B. Keeler, and A. S.
White. The first officers were : President, Samuel
Eead ; Vice-President, George C. Brown ; Secretary,
The
AVatson Antrim ; Treasurer, J. F. Laumaster.

Samuel

regular meetings are held on the first Monday

even

ing of each month. The present officers are : Presi
dent, W. Budd Deacon ; Vice-President, B. B. Phares ;
Secretary, E. P. Holeman ; Treasurer, George Deacon.
For want of proper data, which was several times
promised by Messrs. Cowgill and Eeiley, but never
furnished, we are unable to give anything in relation
to other companies.

Farmers' National
Bank of New Jersey. — The
Farmers'
Bank, as it is called, is located on Mill Street,
Mount Holly, and was organized under "Article of As
sociation,"
according to the then existing laws of the
State of New Jersey, July 9, 1814, and chartered by the
State Legislature, Jan. 26, 1815, with the following
named incorporators : Edward Thomas, Burr & Dea
con, John L. Stratton, Love Baker, James Coppuck,
John Dobbins, John Dobbins, Jr., Uriah Borton,
John L. Nugent, Alexander Shreve, Samuel Clark,
Isaac Budd, James Shreve, Joshua S. Burr, Eichard
Shreve, Eva H. Eidgeway, Jesse Cox & Sons, Wil
liam Boberts, Jr., Edward Harris, William Burr,
Samuel Woolman, William Hilyard, David Peacock,
Job Collins, William Sharp, Hezekiah Stokes, John
Sisty, Crook Stevenson, B. B. Clark, Thomas Black,
Charles Ellis, William Bichards, Caleb Earl, David
Vanderveer, Anthony S. Earl, Samuel Haines, AVil
liam L. Earl, John S. Brognard, William Page, Gil
bert Page, William Woolman, Jacob Prickitt, Abram
Brown, John Irick, John Newbold, Joel Oliver, John
Fenimore, William Irick, Jacob Clark, Charles Shreve,
S. B. Bispham, Isaiah Jeanes, Aaron Kille, Joseph
Cooper, Collin Cooper? James Wilmer, Moses Kemp
ton, John Kempton, Jacob Eidgway, Jr., Jacob Down
ing, Ellis Clark, Benjamin Clark, Samuel Grant, Ben

jamin Jones, William Schlatter, Isaac T. Longstreth,
Bichards,
Charles Perry, James White, Thomas
Thomas Cooper, Eichard Coe, Thomas S. Eidgway,
William H. Shaw, and J. Mcllvaine. The following
named persons were the first board of directors:
Charles Shreve, William Bichards, John Dobbins,
Abraham Brown, John L. Nugent, John W. Cox,
Samuel Clark, William Irick, Alexander Shreve, Jo

HOLLY.

209

seph Mcllvaine, Charles Ellis, Caleb Earl, John Black,
John S. Brognard, Love Baker, Samuel Haines, Ben

jamin Jones, Stacy B. Bispham, William Schlatter,
Edward Thomas, and John Clark.
The pioneer officers of this bank were Charles

Shreve, president ; John Beatty, Jr., cashier ; Charles
Eead, clerk ; Abraham Brown, attorney.
The orig
inal capital stock was fixed at two hundred thousand
dollars, but only half the stock (twenty-five dollars
per
share) was called in.
The bank was reorganized in May, 1865, and con
verted into a national bank, and at the same time
declared a Stock dividend of one hundred per cent.,
making the par value of fifty dollars per share. The
market value of the stock is now fifty dollars per
share, for twenty-five dollars paid in. Since the
organization of the association in 1814 there have
been four elections for president, — the first already
the second was William

Irick, elected Jan.
third, John Black, elected April 29, 1816 ;
and the present president, Hon. John L. N. Stratton,
elected July 17, 1875.
The capital stock of the bank

named;

6, 1816 ;

as at first, two hundred thousand dollars,
with an undivided surplus of seventy-five thousand

remains
dollars.

The present directors of the bank are Hon. John
Benajah Antrim, Marmaduke
Stratton,
S.
Pancoast, James W. Deacon, James N. Stratton,
David Darnell, George Goodell, Joseph Carr, John
U. Black, Alfred L. Black, Benjamin D. Haines,
Henry Eisdon, Frank Githens, Joseph M. Eeeves.
The present officers of the bank are: President,
Hon. John L. N. Stratton ; Cashier, Isaac P. Gold
smith ; Teller, John B. Davis; First Clerk,, Jere
miah H. Colkitt ; Second Clerk, Clifford B. Deacon ;
Bank Attorney, Col. James N. Stratton.
Mount Holly National Bank. — This bank was
organized July 1, 1857, under the general banking
law of the State of New Jersey, with the following

L. N.

named gentlemen as incorporators, who were also the
first board of directors :
Moses Wills, Joseph K.
Hulme, Benajah B. Powell, Benjamin F. Shreve,

White, and Thomas D. Armstrong.
June 1,
it became a national bank, under which system
it is still operating.
Under the national system the
first directors were Moses Wills, Thomas D. Arm
F. Shreve, Benajah B. Powell,
strong, Benjamin
George Black, Benjamin B. Stokes, George B. Borton,
John B. Slack, Israel Lippincott, Garret H. Polhe
mus, Job H. Gaskill, Austin E. Haines, Barclay
White, Allen Fenimore, Thomas C. Alcott, and John
B. Hankinson.
During the suspension of specie payment by the
general government in 1862 small change became
very scarce ; then this bank, the first among a total of
Barclay
1865,

three or four throughout

the country, issued frac
whicii became very pop
ular, and were in large demand from all parts of the
country.

tional notes of

$1.25, $1.50,
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Moses AVills was president of this bank from its
organization to the time of his death, which occurred
Nov. 3, 1873. Thomas D. Armstrong was the first
cashier of the bank, and upon the death of Mr.
AVills he was elected, Nov. 28, 1873, to fill the va
cancy. Mr. Armstrong served until the time of his

March 5, 1875, Mr. O. H. P.
decease, Feb. 3, 1875.
Emley was elected president, which position he filled
until his decease, Feb. 12, 1879, and on the 25th day
of the same month Augustus M. Wills, the present
president, was elected. Floyd Armstrong, the pres
ent cashier, is a son of the first cashier, and Mr.
Wills is a son of the first president of the bank.
The bank has a cash capital of one hundred thou

sand dollars, with its banking-house located on the
east side of Main Street, near Garden.
Thomas D. Armstrong, a lineal descendant of
one of the old Revolutionary families of Sussex
County, N. J., who were conspicuous for their fidelity

to the cause of colonial independence, was born April
22, 1817, in the township of Montague, N. J., and
was one of twelve children of James Britton Arm
Thomas D. spent
strong and Mary Dayton Foster.

his youth on his father's farm and attending school
until twenty-two years of age, when in the spring of
that year (1839) and again in 1840 he went down the
Delaware Eiver to assist Isaac Bonnell and Jacob
Shimer in the counting and sale of their lumber.
Subsequently he remained in Philadelphia for three
years, during which time he made the acquaintance
of Margaret Ann, daughter of Jonathan Doane, a
half-brother
to George W. Doane, late Bishop of
New Jersey, whom he married Jan. 9, 1843, and soon
after returned and settled on a farm belonging to his
father, in the township of Franklin, Sussex Co. In
the fall of 1845 he was nominated and elected mem
ber of the General Assembly of the State of New
Jersey, and re-elected in the fall of 1846 and 1847.
The most marked private act he was called to take
part in was the effort to obtain a charter for the
Farmers' Bank of Wantage, at
Deckertown, which
in the winter of 1849, and upon
was accomplished
the organization of the bank in the spring following
he was chosen its cashier, which position he retained
1857, when he resigned the trust, which
was most prosperous under his care, on account of his
fast-failing health.

until January,

He then removed his family to the city of Phila
and gave his attention for the remaining
to the effort made to procure a
charter for another bank at Newton, but the Legisla
ture refusing to grant any bank charters that year he
delphia,

winter months

was unsuccessful. While at Trenton, Mr. Armstrong
formed the acquaintance of several gentlemen from
Mount Holly, N. J., who were also trying to procure
a charter for a new bank at that -place ; they having
failed, he united with them and established the
Mount Holly Bank under the free banking law of
New Jersey, of which he became cashier and its active

manager.

He subsequently removed his family to
Mount Holly, where they have since resided.
Mr. Armstrong was also director and treasurer of
the Tuckerton
Eailroad Company, director of
Kinkora Eailroad Company, of the Morris Canal
Company, and of the Pennsylvania and North Caro
lina Land and Lumber Company, one of the board
of trustees of the State Normal School, and member
of the State Board of Education, besides being a di
rector of several other companies of less note. It was
that his
while having these many responsibilities
health became much impaired.
better expressed than by the

His

zeal can be no

following incident:
During the building of the Tuckerton Eailroad he
kept the books, and collected and disbursed seven
hundred thousand dollars, which duties often kept
him occupied until after midnight. During the sum
mer of 1873 he superintended the rebuilding of the
bank and dwelling, and upon their completion his
health became so impaired that he was obliged to give

In politics Mr. Armstrong
up all public business.
was a Democrat.
In 1870 he was tendered the nomi
nation for member of Congress for the Second Dis

trict of New Jersey, but declined on account of the
pressure of private business.
In the fall of 1871 his
name was presented to the State Convention for the
nomination of Governor, Burlington County giving
him her unanimous vote ; subsequently all candidates
withdrew in favor of Joel Parker.

Mr. Armstrong died Feb. 3, 1875. Mrs. Armstrong
survives her husband, and their only son, Floyd Arm
strong, now occupies his-fatheris position as cashier of
the Mount Holly Bank, having assumed the duties of
that office when but twenty-five

years of age.
Union National Bank.— This bank was originally
organized under the general banking law of the State
of New Jersey, and the first meeting of shareholders
was held Feb. 11, 1871, and the first meeting for the
election of directors was held Feb. 25, 1871, and on
the 28th of the same month Benjamin F. Shreve was

elected president, Charles M. Harker, Jr., cashier,
Franklin B. Levis, attorney, and on March 4, 1871,
S. L. Tomlinson was elected teller and bank
clerk,
and on the 20th of the same month the bank was
formally opened for the transaction of business in E.
A. Cox building on Main Street, nearly opposite the
Washington House, with a cash capital
of $110,000.
The bank remained in this location until Oct.
31,
1871, when, their new building. being
completed, the
business was transferred to the present
banking-house,
corner of Main and Mill Streets.
Feb. 8, 1872, a
special charter was
obtained for this bank, and Sept.
15, 1876, changed to a national bank., The incorpora
tors named in the original charter, and
who were also
elected directors at the first meeting
held for that
purpose, were Benjamin F. Shreve, Benjamin Eidge
way, Benjamin
C. -Campion,
Joshua Tomlinson
Charles M. Harker, Franklin B. Levis, Josiah
B. Pew|
Mark E. Sooy, Jacob Merritt, Edward L.

s

s
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Franklin Githens, Isaac Fenimore, Jacob H. Leeds,
Caleb AVilkins, Samuel A. Dobbins, John Forsyth,
Samuel H. Horner and their associates.
Aug. 2, 1877, Charles M. Harker, Jr., was retired
from the position of cashier, and William I. Emley
elected to fill the vacancy thus made, and Jan. 8,

years, but they soon found the action of the pump
caused so much jar and unsteady motion to the mill
that it interfered with the grinding of grain.
At the

1878, the capital stock was reduced from $110,000, the
original amount, to $90,000. July 20, 1874, Benjamin

the mill-race through iron pipes, with fall enough to
fill a small reservoir at the pump-house. In connec

Eidgway was elected president of the bank, which
position he held until his decease, which occurred in
Jacob Merritt was elected vice-presi
October, 1880.
dent of the bank Jan. 14, 1879, and re-elected an
nually till 1881, when the office was abolished, and
Jan. 11, 1881, he was elected president to fill vacancy
occasioned by the death of Mr. Eidgway.
The directors for 1882 are Jacob Merritt, Franklin
B. Levis, Josiah B. Pew, John Forsyth, Isaac Feni
more, Jacob H. Leeds, Caleb AVilkins, Thomas Wil
son, Joseph W. Emley, Daniel F. Gibbs, William B.
Wills, Benjamin D. Deacon, and Charles M. Sloan ;
President, Jacob Merrit ; Cashier, AVilliam I. Emley ;
Teller, S. L. Tomlinson ; Attorney, Franklin B. Levis.
Mount Holly Gas-Light Company. — Previous to
1855 the only method by which the town and resi
dences were lighted through the dark hours of night
was by such means as oil and tallow afforded.
In
that year some one conceived the idea of lighting
Mount Holly by gas, and soon a company was formed,
gas-house built, mains laid, and pipes and burners
introduced
into the prominent business-places and
At first but few consumers
many of the dwellings.
of gas patronized the company, which caused the
price of gas to be sold at higher rates than was an
ticipated, and during the war gas was furnished to
consumers at the high price of six dollars per thou

tion with their water-works
the company added a
saw- and planing-mill, which proved an unprofitable
enterprise, and that part of the business was soon
abandoned.
The company have laid mains through

At

present the company are well patron
ized, and gas is furnished at as reasonable rates as in
other towns.
The present directors and officers of the company

sand feet.

are as follows : Directors, John L. N. Stratton, Charles
Bispham (since deceaeed), John S. Irick, William Clo

thier (since deceased), and Franklin B. Levis; Presi
dent, John L. N. Stratton ; Secretary and Treasurer,
Franklin B. Levis.
Mount Holly Water- Works.— In 1845 a company
was organized at Mount

Holly for

the purpose of sup
plying the town with water, for the better convenience
and comfort of the inhabitants as well as for use in
case of fire for the protection of property.
A basin
or reservoir

was constructed on the lower mound
above the town, at an altitude of ninety-eight
feet
above the Eancocas Creek.
To convey the water to
the reservoir, a six-inch ascending main two thousand
seven hundred feet in length was laid from the grist

mill to the reservoir. At the mill the pipe was con
nected with a force-pump, and in this way the waters
of the Eancocas were forced up into the reservoir.

E.

Shreve, owners of the mill, contracted
to pump water to supply the town for a term of five

E.

C. & A.
14

end of the five years the Water Company purchased
the water on Buttonwood Street and erected their
present buildings, and drew a supply of water from

most of the streets in town, and water is now one of
the permanent blessings of the town.
The first president of the company was Abram

Hon. John C. Ten Eyck
Brown, who died in 1848.
was then elected, and served until his election to Con
gress

in

1860, when

and served

till

Eichard C. Shreve was elected,

1881, when he declined further

and Marmaduke

Pancoast was elected.

honors,

The present

officers of the company are: President, Marmaduke S.
Pancoast; Secretary, Henry C. Eisdon; Treasurer,
Franklin B. Levis ; Directors, M. S. Pancoast, Charles
Bispham
(since deceased), Theodore
H. Eisdon,

Henry C. Eisdon, Franklin B. Levis, Benjamin

F.

Shreve, and James W. Deacon.

Mount Holly Creamery Company. —The build

ings of this company are located on AVater Street, in
Mount Holly, and were built in 1881.
The company was organized Jan. 24, 1881, with a
capital stock of $10,000 (200 shares), par value $50
per share.

The charter for the organization was ob
tained Feb. 6, 1881, in which were named the follow
ing charter members : James Logan, Henry I. Budd,

Charles F. Hulme, Lyndly M. Smyth, Thomas B.
Gandy, Benjamin H. Deacon, Isaac F. Ballinger, Jo
seph Powell, Isaac M. Powell, Isaiah E. Atkinson,
Joseph H. Bowne, Mordecai L. Haines, Asher B.
Pew, James Mcllhane, Budd Atkinson, Samuel A.
Dobbins, Jr., J. B. AVilson, Mark Haines, and Wil
liam Tomlinson.

The following board of directors were also named :
James Logan, Henry I. Budd, Joseph Powell, Ben
jamin H. Deacon, Lyndly M. Smyth, Charles F.
Hulme, Thomas B. Gandy, Isaiah E. Atkinson, and
Isaac F. Ballinger. James Logan, president ; Henry

I.

Budd, secretary, treasurer, and superintendent.

The daily capacity of the creamery is ten thousand
quarts, or fifteen thousand pounds of milk, and is
complete in all its parts, and possesses many new
features not possessed by the majority of creameries.
The entire property and franchises were sold Dec.
20, 1881, to Henry I. Budd, of Mount Holly.
This
creamery is in the midst of one of the largest milkproducing sections of New Jersey.
MODERN

INDUSTRIAL

PURSUITS.

Prominent among the industries of Mount Holly is
the turbine water-wheel manufactory of T. H. Eis-

212

HISTORY OP BURLINGTON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

don & Co. Firm composed of T. H. Eisdon, T. E.
Eisdon, W. W. Tyler, and L. L. Ayres.
In 1832 the father of the senior partner of the
present firm started a small blacksmith-shop in Mount
machinists'
Holly, and a few years after added some
tools to his blacksmithing, to enable him to finish up
his worjs: as well as to forge it. In 1845 he associated
himself with others in business and started the Eagle
Iron Foundry, occupying the old St. Andrew's Protest
ant Episcopal Church building on Church Street as
a foundry, it having been abandoned for church pur
poses.
After conducting the business a few years the
old firm dissolved, when Thomas E. Eisdon, Sr., and
Theodore H. Eisdon, the senior partner of the present
firm, purchased the Eagle Foundry, and until 1861
carried on the business of iron founders and machinists
firm-name'
under the
of T. E. Eisdon & Son.
In 1861, T. H. Eisdon purchased his father's interest
in the foundry and machine-shop, and until 1867 car
ried on the business, the foundry being in Church
Street, and the blacksmith-

and machine-shops

being

in Pine Street, on the water-power lot near the old
fulling-mill. In 1867, T. H. Eisdon erected the large
machine-shop near the foundry on Church Street, and
moved all the business to that place, where it is lo
cated at present. This establishment has grown by
small accretions from the small blacksmith-shop
of
to its present proportions, and being so long
identified with Mount Holly it properly requires men
tion in connection with the town. This establishment
employs about fifty experts, and is almost exclusively
1832

engaged in the manufacture of the celebrated Eisdon
turbine water-wheel.
The firm use the term "cele
brated" for the reason that
the wheel has acquired the
record of giving more power with the same amount

of water than any other wheel.
In 1874, at the Holyoke testing flume, in Holyoke,
Mass., a forty-three-inch wheel of this make gave a
useful effect of ninety-one and three-tenths per cent.
of the power of the water, a result not equaled before
or since. In all the public tests up to the year 1876
the wheels made by this firm excelled all others. The
last public test was made in 1876 in the Hydraulic
Annex to Machinery Hall at the Centennial Inter
national Exposition. At this exhibition nearly all
water-wheels made in the United
the prominent
States, as well as from several foreign countries, were
Nineteen of the most prominent of these
exhibited.
wheels were tested by the judges of the group, aided
by competent engineers.

That was the most thorough and complete test ever
The apparatus used was the
made in this country.
and
the capacity of the wheels
same for all wheels,
The tests were all made by the
nearly the same.
same experts, and in every case the different com
petitors carefully examined and watched the test
throughout the trial. At this trial the Eisdon wheel
gave eighty-seven and two-thirds percent, of the useful
effect of the water, a result reached by none other,

and it is a matter of local pride that the Mount Holly
Eisdon wheel beat all competitors, foreign as well as
domestic.
The result of the trial was certified to by
Samuel Webber, engineer in charge; John Cotter,
his assistant; John S. Albert, chief of machinery
bureau, and all the judges of the group of hydraulics.
Hundreds of these wheels are running in the United
States, France, and Mexico, under falls from three
feet to one hundred feet, some on horizontal and some
on vertical shafts, and give the best of satisfaction
wherever used.

Thread-Mill. — In 1857 a new enterprise, the manu
facture of cotton-thread, was started at Mount Holly
by Samuel Semple & Son, in the building formerly
occupied by S. F. Levis as a paper-mill. Hulme &
Shreve also built for the use of the thread-mill the
large frame building -adjoining the plaster-mill. In
this unpretentious way commenced the manufacture

of spool-cotton. While here they enlarged their busi
full capacity of the buildings, employing
about one hundred persons.
Their increasing sales
from time to time demanded more room, and in 186the firm built the large brick mill now -standing on
the corner of Washington and King Streets, which is
filled with the most approved machinery, propelled
ness to the

by steam, and operated by over two hundred persons
in the employ of the firm.

Iron-Works of T. C. Alcott & Son—T. C. Alcott,
son of Zaccheus Alcott, was the senior member of the
firm, and born in New Jersey in 1806, and commenced
working at the iron business when about sixteen years
of age, at Hanover Furnace, in Burlington County,

J., where he remained till 1831, the most of the time
acting as keeper of the furnace. From here he went to
Slaymaker's furnace, near AVrightsville, Pa., where he
remained till the spring of 1833, and then went to
Southampton
furnace, near Chambersburg,
Pa., as
N.

founder, where he remained till the fall of 1836.
From Southampton furnace he returned to Mount
Holly, bringing with him Joseph Taylor, a founder at
Greenupsburg, Ky., and in the spring of 1837 built a
small foundry, twenty by thirty feet, on the site of the
present machine-shop.
This building he soon found
to be too small, and about the year 1840 built an ad
dition thirty by forty feet. Again in 1844 he erected
a brick building, forty by forty feet, which he used as

a foundry and machine-shop,
having room in the
machine-shop for one lathe and one small drill-press
and boring-mill. In 1855 the original frame
build
ings were taken
down, and a two-story building
forty by eighty feet built, which is now used as a
smith- and machine- and
pattern-shop.
Until the spring of 1865 the business had been con
ducted by T. C. Alcott, at which time
he admitted
his son, T. J. Alcott, as a partner.
In 1869 they
again found their
foundry buildings too small, and
built a new brick addition, forty by
forty feet, which
makes the present buildings forty by one
hundred and
sixty feet. From time to time new cranes,
cupola,

MOUNT
and machinery have been added, until their facilities
enable them to turn out castings of almost any re
quired weight, and with the lathes and boring-mills

in their machine-sbop

of sufficient capacity to turn
almost any required length, and finish castings as
large as ten feet in diameter, which capacity is very
rarely exceeded by any of the largest shops in our
country.
For a number of years past the main feature of
their business has been the manufacture of water" Hotchkiss," '* Par
wheels, commencing when the
ker,"
"
Howel"
and
wheels were considered quite an
improvement

under some conditions.

Subsequent to

of the above-named wheels they
commenced the manufacture of Burnham's turbine
water-wheel.
Owing to the great simplicity and su
perior advantages of their improved turbine, their

the manufacture

reputation

constantly extending, and wherever
used they are always spoken of in the highest terms,
are in operation alongside of various makes, and at
actual work in same penstock with wheels that claim
is

the highest percentage, and yet the Alcott wheels
always measure fully up to such wheels in every par

ticular.
In March, 1872, the senior member of the firm,
Thomas C. Alcott, died, since which time the busi
ness has been conducted by T. J. Alcott, retaining the
old firm-name of T. C. Alcott & Son.
In 1872 latters patent were granted to T. J. Alcott
for an improved turbine water-wheel, since which
time various improvements and modifications have
been made, and other patents and reissues on former
patents have been allowed.
These turbine-wheels
are now used in all sections of our own country as
countries, — South and Central
as in foreign
America, Sweden, England, and Dublin, Ireland.

well

Furniture Manufactory. — Among the industries
of Mount Holly we find that of Thomas F. Keeler &
Sons, manufacturers of furniture, sash, doors, blinds,
Mr. Keeler commenced the
and dealers in lumber.
manufacture of furniture in Mount Holly in 1834,
and in 1837 built the furniture-store on High Street,
now occupied by T. F. Keeler & Sons. He also en
gaged in the lumber business, built a mill below what
which he subsequently
is now the canning-factory,
sold, and then purchased his present property in rear
of Trinity Church, to which he added steam-power in
the winter of 1881.
The furniture and undertaking business of C. M.
Eogers, on Main Street, was established Nov. 18,
1881.

Asa Gaskill commenced general blacksmithing busi
in 1834, in rear of what is now America Hose
Company building, and in 1845 built his present shop,
corner of Garden and Buttonvvood Streets, where he
is engaged in the manufacture of light wagons.
The carriage manufactory of J. G. Heaviland, on
the corner of Washington and Madison Streets, was
ness

established by him in 1874.
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The marble-works of Jackson L. Keeley was first
in April, 1864, on Garden Street, corner
of Buttonwood, opposite Gaskill's carriage-shop, and
in 1878 removed to present location on AVashington
established

Street.

Bailie's marble-shop, ou Water Street, was first es
by a Mr. Neal, and was succeeded by Mr.
Shafer, who sold to A. F. Bailie in 1870.
George H. Peake commenced the manufacture of
carriages in all the branches pertaining thereto in 1838.
tablished

At

that date his shop stood on the site now occupied by
the residence of Samuel F. Levis, corner of AVashington
and Bispham Streets. The old shop was subsequently
into a barn, and now stands in rear of
the brick house, east of Levis' dwelling.
Mr. Peake
remained in Washington Street but seven years, when
converted

he removed to Main Street, and in 1876 located on
Water Street, where he is still engaged in the manu
facture of sleighs and light carriages.
The blacksmithing connected with his shop is under the super
vision of Mr. Leander Murphy.
Charles L. Branson is the pioneer dealer in agricul

tural implements of all kinds in Mount Holly. He
commenced at his present place of business in Church
Street in 1851, where for over thirty years he has been
engaged in the sale of the most improved farm ma
chinery of the present age.
The saw- and planing-mills at Mount Holly were
built by Shreve & Hulme, now owned by Eichard
C. Shreve, aud operated by Isaac Parminter.
Mr. Parminter cuts annually two million feet of
lumber, and gives constant employment to fourteen
men. AArater-power is used for driving the machinery
for both saw- and planing-mills.
Among the papers of Mr. T. C. Allcott, of Mount

Holly, we found an old document of which the fol
lowing is a copy :
"This Indenture Witnjssseth, That ZacheusAllcott, son of Anthony
Allcott hath put himself, and by thesePresents,by his said Father, doth
voluntarily, and by his own free Will and Accord, put himself Appren
tice to Isaac Thay of Waterfurd Yeoman, to learn his Art, Trade aud
Mystery, and after the Manner of an Apprentice to servehim & his as
signs from the Day of the Date hereof,for, and daring, and to tho full
End and Term of Sixtcpn years next ensuing. During all which Term,
the said Apprentice his said Master faithfully shall serve,his Secrots
keep, his lawful Commandsevery where readily obey. lie shall do no
Damage to his said Master, nor seeit to be done by others, without let
ting or giving Notice thereof to his said Master. Ho shall not wastehis
said Masters Goods, nor lend them unlawfully to any. lie shall not
Commit Fornication, nor Contract Matrimony, within the said Term:
At Cards, Dice, or any otliL-runlawful Games,he shall not play, where
by his said Master may have Damage. With his own Coods,nor tho
Goodsof others without Licence from his said Master, he shall neither
buy nor sell. He shall not absenthimself Day nor Night from his said
Masters Service without his Leave; Nor haunt Ale-houses,Taverns or
Play-houses ; but iu all Things behave himself as a faithful Apprentice
ought to do, during the said Term. And tho said Master shall use tho
utmost of hia Endeavour to teach, or causeto bo taught and instructed
the said Aprentice in the Trade or Mysteiy of a Husbandman,and proeuro and provide for him sufficient Meat, Drink app.irell, Lodging aud

Washing, fitting forau Aprent.ce, during the said Term of Sixteen years
and shall give snid Apprentice Twelve Months day schooling, three
months whereof, in the last year of said Term, and at the Exphaticu
thereof, Shall givo said Apprentice One New Suite of Apparel through
out, together with all his other Wearing Apparel,
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"And fovthe true Performance of all and singular the Covenantsand
Agreements aforesaid,the said Parties bind themselves,each unto the
other firmly by thesePresents.
" In Witness whereof the said Parties
have interchangeably set their
Hands and Seals hereunto— Dated
"Sealed and delivered in the
tho First Day of March in the
presenceof us:
Twelfth Year of the Reign of our
" Thoshs Githens,
Sovereign Lord George the Third,
"Thomas Redman."
King of Great Britain, &c. Annoque Domini, OneThousand Seven
Hundred aud Seventy two 1772.
his
" Anthony X Allcott.1'
mark.

The above-mentioned Zacheus Allcott was born in
in 1833, aged sixty-six years.
Some of Mount Holly's Men of Prominence. —
are ever proud of their
Localities, like individuals,
possessions of note, whether they be men of eccen
tricity, wealth, knowledge, genius, power, or all com
1767, and died

bined in one.

Some may have a world-wide

reputa

tion as a philanthropist, while another's traits may
be of an eccentric character, and confined to the
narrow limits of the locality in which he for a time
In Stephen Gieaed we have a com
may move.
bination of some of the above traits of character,
and as impetuous as he was eccentric.
Born in the
environs of France, May 24, 1750, of obscure parent
age, he is supposed to have left France at the early
age of ten or twelve years, as a cabin-boy in a vessel
bound to the West Indies.

AVhatever may have been
the cause of his thus leaving home so early in life
never has been known.
From the West Indies he
, sailed to New York, and from there made several
voyages to New Orleans, and soon became part owner

" Water Witch." We next
and commander of the
find him in business in Water Street, Philadelphia,

From 1772 to 1776 he was no doubt alter
1769.
nating between the profession of captain and mer
chant, making voyages to New Orleans and San
Domingo.
At the approach of the British army in
in

1777 he removed to Mount Holly, purchasing of Isaac
Hazelhurst the house and lot on the north side of
Mill Street for five hundred dollars, now owned and
occupied by Daniel Holeman.
Here Girard kept a small store, also manufactured

a few cigars on a small scale, employing for that pur
pose the small boys then frequenting the town, among
whom was the late ex-Sheriff Haines, who was at
the time Girard left Mount Holly one of his creditors
to the amount of eight cents for making cigars, which
in after-years Stephen paid, with interest added,
which made in all about twenty-four cents.
years'
stay in Mount Holly,
During his three or four
many anecdotes might be related of the eccentric
Stephen, but we will give but the one that caused his
from this place. Near by lived a farmer,
who in coming to and from Mount Holly had to pass
Girard's shop. He, too, was an oddity in his way,

removal

and known
occasionally,

as

" Bill" Clark.

"Bill"

came to town

and at times would become slightly ele

by the too frequent draughts of Rancocas
water, or other causes, and on his way home showed
evidence of bad walking, caused, no doubt, by the
bad condition of the streets; which, by the way, has
not been improved any since. On these special occa
vated

sions Girard's little dog, who had taken a dislike to
the way in which Clark walked, manifested that dis
like by nipping the pant-legs or boot-heels of Clark
as he was passing.
On one occasion doggy got too
firm a hold of " Bill's" pants, and in trying to kick
him loose he slung the little canine into the store, as
the door was open, when Stephen came running out,
with his impetuous nature at fever-heat, demanding
Bill," "
of "
What for kick you mine leetel toggy ?"

Clark retorted with adjectives that savored strongly
of brimstone, notifying Stephen that next time he
would shoot the d
d dog. True to his word,
" Bill" shot Stephen's pet animal, which resulted in
" Bill" Clark.
a lawsuit, and a verdict in favor of
This so enraged Girard, to think a jury would not
allow him damages for the loss of his pet dog, that
he determined to stay no longer among the Hollyites,
and before nine o'clock of the next day he had sold
out and shook the dust of Mount Holly from his
feet, and never again visited

the place, and ever after
treated any of the Hollyites with the utmost con
tempt. Yet the people of Mount Holly refer to him
with pride as one 'of the pioneer merchants of the
town.

Geoege Haywood, remarkable for lon
and
business abilities combined, was born in
gevity
Culpeper County, Va., Jan. 22, 1792.
His father
Hon.

died when George was about eight years of age, and
the family soon returned to Mount Holly, from whence
they had previously emigrated.
His early education
was quite limited, as he was one of those consumptiveappearing children not expected to live out his teens.
However, at the age of ten or twelve he was employed
as a clerk in a store in Mount Holly for a year or two,
and in 1813 or 1814 he entered the law-office of John

L. Nugent, of Mount Holly, intending to make law
his future profession, and in due time commenced
practice.
The judges upon the bench at that time
were not of a character to inspire confidence in young

Haywood, and the idea of addressing such men in the
opening of a case with the words, " May it please
your Honor," as was the
custom, was disgusting to
the young disciple of Blackstone, and he at once gave
up the practice of law and engaged again in mercan
tile pursuits, this time as proprietor, where he re
mained for several years. While thus engaged he was
appointed a justice of the
peace, and soon after was
appointed one of the lay judges
for the Burlington
County courts, which position he held for twentynine years, and president of the court for
nineteen
years of the time. In 1822
he was elected a vestry
man of St. Andrew's
Episcopal Church of Mount
Holly, and in 1831 elected secretary of the

Holly

Insurance

Mount

Company, still holding and actively

MOUNT
engaged in both positions.
He was also one of
the originators of the Union National Bank, and
years'
residence in Mount
during his eighty-four
engaged
Holly was actively
in business pursuits of
various kinds.

May

Judge Haywood died at Mount Holly,
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among the Indians, whose dialect he knew nothing
of, and of whose customs he had learned but little,
and that little through his brother David, who had

just fallen at the post of duty, as he looked upon it.
John Brainard, with the spirit of a Christian martyr,

entered the field upon which his sainted brother had

4, 1882.

John Woolman,

the celebrated traveling preacher
the
Friends,
a
man distinguished for purity of
among
heart and benevolence of principle,
was born in what was then Northamp

gloriously fallen, a field that few would desire t'>
cultivate; but thrilled by the burning words and

so

rru>
sjJ*
'?&,

ton, now Easthampton, township, in
1720.
At a very early age his mind
was drawn towards religious subjects,
and at eighteen years of age was

/•OfYoc

permeated with religious

truth.
He
lived with his parents, and wrought

on his father's plantation till he was
about twenty-one years of age, when
he hired himself to tend a shop
keep the books of a man who
business in Mount Holly.
His
ployer, though a retailer of goods,

and
did
em

was

by trade a tailor, and kept a servant
at that business, of whom Mr. Woolman learned the trade. In 1743 he
made his first religious visit into East

Jersey, and in 1749 married Miss
He was frequently called
to write wills for his neighbors, but
always refused to write any in which
the right of holding human beings as
He sev
property was acknowledged.
eral times opened a school at Mount
Holly for the instruction of poor
Friends' children and others, being
concerned for their improvement in
knowledge.
His care for the rising
youth was truly great. His ministry

"<kc?

Sarah Ellis.

—'•

tStyQJtr/GfffiZscp

was

sound, deep, and penetrating,
after pointing out the dangers which
the indulgence of custom leads into.

He was a constant attendant upon the
Yearly Meetings of Friends, assisting
in the business thereof with great
weight and attention.
He died at
York, England, at the house of Thos.
Priestman, of smallpox, 7th day 10th
month, 1772, and was buried in the
Friends' burying-ground in that
city
on the 9th of the same month.
He
was a member of the Mount Holly
Particular Meeting, and a minister
for upwards of thirty years.
Eev. John Bkainabd.— Few men
have ever lived who sacrificed more for the genuine
good of others than did the youthful Brainard.
Born

in a delightful New England town, surrounded by all
the creature comforts of that period, he chose the
thankless, self-denying, tiresome task of a missionary

-*-*,
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Mount Holly, N.

J.,

gether a Presbyterian

where in 1767 he gathered to

built a church,
parsonage, and school-house, the last named still
all located on what is now "Brainard
standing;
Street,"
in Mount Holly, named in honor of Mr.
Brainard.
He continued to reside here till 1775,
congregation,

when it seems he removed to Brotherton, in the south
west part of the county. The war with Great Britain
broke out, and Mr.'Brainard was not of that stock that
was likely to stand neutral in such a crisis. The bat
tles of Lexington, Bunker Hill, and the declaration
of independence had aroused the people like the
shock of an earthquake.
In 1776 he preached a ser
mon at Mount Holly glowing with patriotism.
His
text was from Psalm cxliv. 1 : " Blessed be the Lord
my strength, which teaches my hands to war, and my
fingers to fight." In this sermon he appealed to the
people to enlist and fight for their country.
Knowing

of Brainard,

the British retaliated in
1777 by first using his church for a horse-stable, and
upon leaving Mount Holly they burned it.
Eev. John Brainard was a grandson of Daniel
the character

Brainard, one of the original proprietors of Haddam,
Conn., and son of Hon. Hezekiah Brainard, one of
His Majesty's Council for that colony, and was born at
His mother was Dorothy,
Haddam, Feb. 28, 1720.
daughter of Eev. Jeremiah Hobart ; he graduated at
Yale College in 1746 ; ordained in 1747 ; married in

Lyon ; was for more than twenty
years a missionary among the Indians; trustee of
Princeton College from 1744 to 1781 ; chaplain in the
army during the old French war, 1759; moderator of
the Synod of New York and Philadelphia in 1762;
1752 to Experience

died in 1781.
There is but one of Mr. Brainard's de
scendants left in Mount Holly, viz., Clifford Stanley
Sims, a great-great-grandson.

and Joseph White.1— The suf
fering and persecution experienced during the reign
of Charles II. by Non-conformists with the Church
of England caused many members of the Society of
Friends, subjects of the British crown, to seek in her

Josiah White

colonies for that liberty of worshiping God according
to the dictates of their own conscience which had
been denied to them in the mother-country.
Among
those who suffered under the Uniformity and Conven
ticle Acts of that reign were Thomas White, of Omnar,
in the county of Cumberland, and his son, Christopher

White, of London. Besse informs us that in 1664,
for attending the Bull-and-Mouth Meeting in Lon
don, Thomas White was committed a prisoner to
Newgate by Alderman Sir Eichard Brown, that mag
istrate striking him on the face and kicking him. Also
that "at Kingston, on the Thames, in May, 1670, sol
diers wereappointedtokeep
Friends out of their meet
ing-house

by force, who beat them cruelly with sticks,
and punched them with carbines in the breast and back.
1Compiled from family MSS. Richardson and Shourds, by Barclay

White.

They punched

Christopher White on his breast so
that the blood flew out at his nose."
Such treatment from high officers' of the crown under
Parliamentary laws caused Christopher White to look
towards the young colony of West New Jersey as a
place of refuge and rest, where the inherent rights of
man received from his Creator could be exercised untrammeled by despotic influences.

While in London, during or previous to the year
he purchased of John Fenwick, proprietor of
one-tenth of West New Jersey, a town lot in New
Salem, together with one thousand acres of land which
was located on Alloways Creek.
1675,

White, his wife Esther, daughter Eliz
marriage,- their son Josiah, with
previous
abeth by a
two servants, John Brinton and Jane Allen, emi
grated to America, and landed from the ship " Kent"
Christopher

at Salem, N. J., June 23, 1677.
He resided on his
property iu Salem until 1682, then removed to his al
In 1690 he built
lotment of land on Alloways Creek.
design
a large brick house of peculiar architectural
in shape of a cross, having a tower, high ceilings, and
very thick walls, on the king's highway from Salem
to Cohansey, which passed through his lands.
It is
said that he imported the bricks from England for its

From the records of the colony and
his meeting he appears to have been a man of con
siderable standing and influence.
His name appears
as one of the signers to the Concessions and Agree
construction.

ments of West Jersey.
aged fifty-six years.

He died about the year

1698,

Josiah AVhite, son of Christopher, married Hannah
Ashbury in 1698. He resided upon the Alloways
Creek farm, and died about the year 1726, aged fiftyone years.

Josiah White (2d), son of Josiah, born in 1705.
When about twenty-two years of age, under a law
of the AVest New Jersey Legislature, entered into a
contract with the owners of lowlands bordering on
Alloways Creek to construct a dam across the tide

waters of said creek, with sluiceways for draining the
lowlands above the site of the present Hancock's
Bridge ; said contract named a sum to be paid for
the
work, provided the dam stood for one year. The

owners of meadows above the dam soon discovered
that their lands did not drain as well as before its
construction ; also that they had lost the navigation
of the creek for transporting lumber to market. Tra
dition says that the dam was cut
during the night
before the year of guarantee expired.
The company
decided not to pay the contractor, and he was under
the necessity of selling his patrimonial
estate to pay
the indebtedness he had incurred in
erecting the
works for their benefit.
After disposing of his es
tate to Joseph Stretch and others he
was enabled to
pay his indebtedness and have £500 left.
He then
determined to leave his native county.

May

Samuel'

Josiah White (2d) purchased from
Gaskill, for a consideration of £100 one

29, 1730,

MOUNT
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hundred acres of land called Gaskill's Neck, lying
between the Eancocas Creek and mill-race at Bridge
town (now Mount Holly), N. J., and soon after

slavery in every form, and from early manhood labored
privately with individuals holding slaves, whenever
opportunity offered to effect emancipation. In this and

erected thereon his brick dwelling-house, now stand
ing on the northwest corner of Pine and White
fulling(Church) Streets, Mount Holly ; also a brick
mill. on the easterly side of Pine Street, nearly op
posite to his dwelling, in which mill he manufactured
cloth during the remainder of his life.
Josiah AVhite (2d) was a minister in the Society of
Friends. In 1734 he married Bebecca, daughter of
Josiah Foster, a native of Ehode Island, and Eebecca
Foster [nee Borden), his wife, of the family from whom

other matters of benefit to his fellow-men

Bordentown, on the Delaware, derives its name.
Many anecdotes are on record illustrating his plain
ness and truthfulness of speech, his skill in the treat
ment of disease by herbs and roots, his generosity in
compensation for medical services, and his
honesty in the every-day business of life. Illustrative
of his aversion to receiving payment, even indirectly,
for medical attention and services, the following in
stances are recorded.
A person whose family had

refusing

repeatedly been benefited by his prescriptions sent
a quarter of mutton as a present, without refer
ence being made to the benefits received.
Josiah in
sisted upon paying for the meat, remarking, "That

him

quarter of mutton seems to be always before me while
herbs."
gathering
A man of considerable estate applied to him for
advice on account of a chronic eruption upon his
leg, which was successfully treated. For this service
the person offered him fifty pounds, which, being

his practice

with his profession, rejecting most
scrupulously in his choice of dye-stuffs those which
had a tendency to injure the cloth, and all in the
manufacture of which slave labor entered or health
was impaired.
To such on extent did he carry his
testimony against injurious dye-stuffs that he left the
following clause in his will, prohibiting the use of
was consistent

them by his successor under certain penalties :

I

" also desire,as my will, that he dye no new cloth London Brown
or Red, or to rot cloth to support pride, which runs before destruction;
and my will is, that year he so offends,and no other year, he and his
heits and assigns forever payto my two daughters,Hannah and Rebecca,
ten pounds each,current lawful moneyof the Jerseys, to them and tlieir
heirs forever; but if he has no lawful issue, and it so happensthat my
real estatefall to my two daughters or tlieir heirs, that the same pen
alty of so dyeing cloth be on them, tlieir heirs a,nd assigns forever,
twenty pounds a year to be paid to the overseersof Mount Holly meet
ing every year,settling with the overseersof the town to seethe money
is justly laid out for the schooling poor childre.nof said town or town
ship, according to their discretion."

Josiah White (2d) died 5th month 12, 1780, in the
seventy sixth year of his age.
John White, son of Josiah (2d), was born 7th
month 9, 1747; married, 6th month 7, 1775, Ee
becca, daughter of Jeremiah Haines, a descendant of
William and Sarah Haines, of England in the

sev

enteenth

century, and died 8th month 22, 1785,
leaving four sons, one of posthumous birth. His
widow continued the fulling and agricultural busi

refused, he left him by will the sum of sixty guineas.
Notwithstanding the nature of the gift Josiah was by
no means easy in mind to accept the legacy.

ness, training her sons in habits of industry, sobriety,
and usefulness._ Two of them, John and Christopher,
died soon after attaining their majority.
She lived
to see her younger sons filling prominent business

When the British and Hessian troops were in
Mount Holly, in the year 1777, a large field of em

3d month

ployment

her age.

was opened for his benevolence; he admin
istered to their infirmities and diseases such simple
applications as he had found effectual, and many of
those unfortunate hirelings evinced in various ways

their gratitude.
He then took occasion to reason
with them on the principles upon which their unhal
lowed war was conducted, and by exhibiting the
matter in its true light brought them to consider how
wicked it was to come some thousands

of miles with

guns, swords, and cannon to kill their fellow-creatures,
whom they had not seen, men who had never done
them an injury ; "even me, who have been so willing
and ready to assist you in sickness and relieve your
disorders and afflictions, you came to destroy with
the rest."

Many of those poor tools of tyranny appeared
deeply affected with his plain but irresistible reason
ing, and seemed much ashamed of their conduct.
They acknowledged that they were wrong, and that

if it

were to be done over again they would refuse

their assistance.
He was firm in his opposition to the system of human

and social positions, and died at Mauch Chunk, Pa.,
year of
22, 1826, in the eighty-second

Josiah White (3d) was born in Mount Holly, 3d
month 4, 1781.
About the fifteenth year of his age
he entered the hardware-store of James Hutton, on
Market above Front Street, Philadelphia, for whom
he labored until he was twenty-one years of age, re
ceiving for his services board and twenty dollars per
year. He entered into the hardware business on his
own account the day after he became of age, intend
ing, as he said, not to lose one day until he had accu
mulated enough money.
That amount was forty
thousand dollars, and it was to be gathered together
before his thirtieth birthday.

He

states,

—

I

" About the twenty-eighth year of my age sold out my goodsto my
brother Joseph and Samuel Lippincott, having by this time obtained
the amount of property had desired as being sufficient for me. My
had acquired enough,and then to
aim had been to lose no time until
appropriate tho balance of the life a good Providence allowed me in
such a way aswould give me the mostcomfort. No morning, thought,
ever opened moreclearly than mine now presented,having realized by
industry and integrity ray best anticipations, escapedthe pollutions of
trade, having an abiding feeling to do what was right in the sight of
my Maker and fellow-man, with a desire to he useful to the latter, and
to do what was stiictly right in the eyes of the former, with good hopes

I

I

I
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to rely on for a peaceful,pleasant,and moderatejourney through life,
so as to step from a calm journey through this world into that which
never ends."

Notwithstanding all these resolutions and plans of
life, he was destined to enter still deeper into the
In
vortex of trade and the perplexities of business.
the year 1810 he purchased a water-power of three
and a half or four feet fall at the Falls of Schuylkill,
with all the water of the river, the right to construct
a lock for navigation, and to charge fifty cents toll
on each boat for passing ; also three or four acres of
ground on the east side, and seven or eight acres and
an old tavern-house on the west side of the river. He
soon found that his purchase was not likely to meet
his expectations.
He says, " had supposed the cost

I

of necessary improvements to make the property pro
ductive would be within my means, but I soon dis
covered my error, and instead of being the man of

I had

expected, I must, to secure myself from
ruin, leave all my mechanical amusements and turn
into the roughest and most exposed parts of the busi
ness."

leisure

mill for the manufacture of wire
and a smaller one for making nails, and took Erskine
Hazard into partnership in the manufacture of wire.
In 1810 he obtained a patent for rolling iron, nails,
etc., and in 1812 others for similar purposes and for
He says, " My pur
making wire and heading nails.
chase of the Falls property introduced me into a
sea of trouble and disappointment, from which I was
unable to extricate myself with propriety for seven
years. For although we succeeded in making wire
and wrought rolled nails, and essentially succeeded
in every branch of business which we undertook, so
He built

a large

far as to perfect the articles, yet none proved profit
able ; and, in addition, our mills were both burned
down, and had to be rebuilt or the business be aban
doned."

In the year 1817 he sold the small mill and an
interest in the Schuylkill water-power to Joseph Gil
lingham, and they offered to supply the city of Phil
adelphia with three million of gallons of water every
twenty-four
hours for twenty years for twenty-five
thousand dollars a year, and then three million of
gallons every twenty-four hours at three thousand
dollars a year forever. These terms were not accepted,
but in the year 1819 the city of Philadelphia pur
chased the Falls property on terms advantageous to
the proprietors.

While in business at the Falls, AVhite & Hazard
built a wire bridge over the Schuylkill, which was
considered a great curiosity ; it was four hundred feet
feet curve, the main
span, with about thirty-three
One ton
wires three- eighths of an inch rolled iron.
weight was suspended by one main wire, and it sus
tained forty persons at one time. They also made and
used an iron boat.
During the war of 1812 Virginia bituminous coal
•became very scarce, and White & Hazard procured

of Lehigh anthracite coal, which cost
one dollar per bushel, but it was entirely
wasted without getting up the heat requisite for their
furnace.
Another cart-load was obtained and a whole
night spent in endeavoring to make a fire, when the
a cart-load

them

shut the furnace-door and left the mill in
Fortunately, one of them returning for his
jacket in about half an hour noticed the door was redhot, and upon opening it was surprised to find the
furnace of a glowing white heat. The workmen were
summoned, and four separate parcels of iron were
heated and rolled by the same fire before it required
renewing.
The furnace was again filled, and as let
workmen
despair.

ting it alone had succeeded so well, the experiment
was again repeated with similar result.

In

1792

a company

had

been formed

called

the

Lehigh Coal-Mine Company, which acquired title to
a large tract of land and opened a mine at "Summit
Hill." A small quantity of the coal reached Phila
delphia, and it is said was tried under the boiler of
the engine at the Centre Square, but only served to
put the fire out, and the remainder was broken
and spread on the walks instead of gravel.

Josiah White

states

" The Lehigh Coal-Mine

up

Com

pany had tried to the best of their means to open and
work the mine and get the river improved ; had a lot
tery, on which it is said they raised ten thousand dol
lars to aid in improving the river.
There had been
five laws obtained, but all their efforts failed and the

river was abandoned, and it was not until the Lehigh
Coal-Mine Company (two distinct individual contracts
and leases) had failed in working the mines and also
the said five failures in improving the river and de
nouncing it as impracticable that we came forward
to improve it."

In the early part of 1818, White & Hazard leased
from the Lehigh Coal-Mine Company ten thousand
acres of land for twenty years for one ear of corn
a year if demanded, agreeing from and after three
years to send to Philadelphia at least forty thousand
bushels of coal per annum on their own account, and

on the 20th of March, 1818, obtained an act from the
Legislature of Pennsylvania to improve the naviga
tion of the Lehigh River.

His

notes state, —

" In the 4th month, 1818,Erekine
Hazard and myself, having sat up
all night to settle our businessat the Falls and giving the power of at
person
torney to another
to attend to the whole of it during our absence,
went down to the stage-officeto proceedto Stoddartsville for the purpose
of commencingthe leveling of the Lehigh Eiver; but the stage having
gone before our arrival proved an advantage, as we
were detained a
week, the weather becoming milder in the mean time, making it Bafer
and pleasanter to lodge out in the woods. We leveled the river from
Stoddartsvilleto Easton, the ice not having all disappeared. There was
no housebetweenStoddartsvilloand Lausanne, thirty-five miles ;
every
thing was in a stateof nature. Above the Gap in the Blue Mountains
there were but thirteen houses within Bight of the river,
including tho
towns of Lausanne and Lehighton."

AVhite & Hazard also surveyed the leased tract of
land, purchased an additional tract on Mauch Chunk
Creek, and located and leveled a road from the Sum-

MOUNT
mit Mine to the Lehigh River, a distance of about
nine miles.
This road was carefully " laid out by an
instrument on the principle of dividing the whole
descent into the entire distance as regularly as the
undulation."
ground would admit
and have no
of,

The perpendicular elevation of the mine above the
river is one thousand feet, the rocks along the route
were broken, and in about three months, most part in
the winter season, a road was constructed having a
regular declination of two and a half feet in every
hundred ; on it one horse could draw four tons.

This turnpike road was used by the company until
the year 1827, when a railroad from Mauch Chunk to
the Summit Mine was constructed by Josiah AVhite
as engineer ; the sleepers were laid four feet apart
upon a foundation of stone, the rails were rolled iron
bars three-eighths of an inch thick and one and a half
inches in width, spiked upon a wooden foundation.

At the bank of the river an inclined plane was con
structed with chutes to deliver the coal directly into
the boats from the cars. The entire railroad was com
pleted in about four months, and was the first railroad
in America, with the exception of one threequarters of a mile in length at Quincy, Mass., StoneQuarry.
The outlines of the first plan for a Lehigh Naviga

constructed

It
tion and Coal Company were concluded in 1818.
proposed to raise a capital of two hundred thousand
dollars, with par value of shares one thousand dollars
Personal application
and solicitations were
each.
made to a number of the leading capitalists of the
day for subscription to the stock. Stephen Girard
partnerships."
"
Joseph Bonaparte
said he formed no
" respectfully declined joining in the enterprise."
One person, after listening, stated he was "unable to
appreciate their remarks."
Another agreed to give
" five minutes by the watch." One
them a hearing for
made an appointment to hear them, but when called
upon had " gone to a party.'' Another wrote that his

" Wilkesbarre friends believed we could not be in
navigation."
earnest in our
They finally succeeded
in obtaining fifty thousand dollars, which was con
sidered sufficient for the purpose.
The plans taken to improve the navigation

Lehigh Eiver, Josiah White thus describes

of the

:

"8 mo.,1818,bought a horse for $100,and a small Dearborn wagon for
SG5,and rode to Lausanne ; the wagon broke down twice before we ar
rived; began our work on the river at the mouth of the Nesquehoniug
Creek. We rigged two scowsfor lodging- and eating-roomsfor the men,
Managers'
counting-house,
about 70 in number, also one bcowfor tho
store-house,and dwelling, and one for kitchen and bake-house. These
four boats were raised one story of six feet, and covered with board
roofs. In theseboatswe placed all our stores,tools, and equipage. As
it was our design to make the river navigable with small wing-dams
and channel-walls, a single rift would not keep one hundred men more
than from one to six days to complete,so, as we finished work at one
place,we moveddown with our floating town to the vicinity of the next.
We continued working iu this way until we froze up in the ice.
"We improved the Lehigh with wing-dams,as we could not raise the
moneynecesBaryto make a slnck-water navigation,and we did not know
that the market would take from us enough coal to justify the expeu'e
wingof a more perfect navigation. The distance we improved with
damswas forty-six miles, the fall being 300feet. Nearly all the rapids
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were covered with bowlders, so it costabout $1200a mile, exclusive of
dams. Our design was to get eighteen inches depth of water by twenty fivo feet width, so that by contracting the channel at the rifts to this
width witii the bowlders or paving-stones,and raising the wings and
channel-wallBno more than to hold the 18 or 20 inches of water, they
stoodwell enough ; the walls parallel to the channel of the streamwere
made six times the widtli of their height, and walls acrossthe stream
eight or ten times their height ; the channels being madeas straight as
possiblekept themselvesclean."

He continues

:

"In 1819we found the natural flow of water in the Lehigh insuffi
cient to give us eighteen inches in depth and twenty feet widtli, as re
quired by law, and were obliged to make an experiment to obtain the
water by artificial freshets.
devotedmyself fur severalweeks to form
a plan of sluice that would answer,and succeededin producing the lock
'bear-trap,'
and sluice called the
which name the workmen gave it to
elude the curiosity of pei-sunswho teased them with inquiries as to
what we were making. We put up twelve of these locks and dams in
1819,and proved them so as to determine tliat they would answer our
purpose 'of Bendingdown a fleet of boats upon au artificial freshet.' I

I

took out a patent for them 12mo., 1819.
"As our work was generally in the water seven or eight months in
the year, my portion of it being to lay out the walls and channels in
tho river, etc., I dressed in clothes suitable, being a red flannel shirt,
roundabout coat,cap,and strong Bhoes,with a hole cut in the toe to let
out the water. Our clothing was made of coarse cloth and buckskin,
tanned iu oil to turn water. During each day of the summer seasonI
was as much in thewater as outof it for three years,allowing the cloth
ing to dry on my back while keeping up the circulation by walking
about my business,and seldom caught cold, sleeping in the boat'sbunk
wrapped in blankets, without a bed,in the same manner as the work"
men during the first two years.
" In the year 1820the companysent its first coal to market by our
artificial navigation, the quantity being 365 tons, which proved to be
more than sufficient for family supplies in Philadelphia, and the com
pany was indebtedto the Boiling Mills for taking off this stock."

The price charged was

$8.40 per ton ; the old
per
had
sold
for
$21
ton. After the boats
pany
emptied they were broken up and the lumber
the iron used in their construction being the
portion of them returned to Mauch Chunk.

com
were
sold,

only
Such

was the opening of the Pennsylvania anthracite coal
trade.
A charter was granted by the Legislature of Penn

sylvania, Feb. 13, 1822, incorporating the "Lehigh
Company,"
with a capital stock
Coal and Navigation

of one million dollars, of which the old stock was to
constitute a part.
Since 1820 the tonnage of coal sent to market has
steadily increased. During the year 1880, 28,640,819
tons of anthracite coal was sent to market from Penn
sylvania mines east of the Susquehanna Eiver. The
company finally completed a canal, and extended it to

White Haven, eighty-four
the Lehigh.

In

1831,

miles above the mouth of

Josiah White retired from the active man
companies'

works.
At the annual
meeting of the stockholders in 1832 the thanks of the
"
stockholders were presented to him for his able and
valuable services during the long period of his ardu
appointment."
In his report made at the same
ous
" It is now the twenty-second year since
time he says,

agement of the

I

commenced operations in the work of internal im
provement at the Falls of Schuylkill, in which time
have been absent from that kind of service but very
few days. It is also the fourteenth year since I.began

I
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with my colleague, Erskine Hazard, our labors at
Mauch Chunk and on the Lehigh. The whole work
is now done."
Josiah White (3d) was twice m'arried, and died 11th
By
mo. 14, 1850, in the seventieth year of his age.
will he provided for the establishment of two manual
labor schools, one in Indiana and one in Iowa, having
reference especially to the religious training of the
pupils.
Joseph AVhite, brother of Josiab (3d), and youngest
son of John and Eebecca Haines White, was born in
Mount Holly, 12th mo. 28, 1785. In 1807 he mar
ried Eebecca, daughter of Daniel Doughty Smith and
Elizabeth Smith (nee Schooley), his wife. Soon after
marriage he entered into a partnership with Samuel
Lippincott in the hardware business on Market Street,
Philadelphia.
In the year 1811, Joseph "AVhite left Philadelphia
with the intention of traveling on horseback to St.
Louis, Mo., and other places in the Western and
Southern States, for the purpose of collecting debts
due the firm and extending its business.
While in
Brownsville, Pa., he noticedNa man standing in the
door of a store, whose costume indicated he was a
member of the Society of Friends. Being a stranger
in a strange place, Joseph was attracted towards this
member of his own religious society. Asking for some
trivial article of merchandise as an excuse for open
ing a conversation, he entered the store. This new
acquaintance proved to be Elisha Hunt, who, with
his brother Caleb, were conducting a mercantile busi
The conversation that ensued was inter
esting to both, and when supper was announced

ness there.

Joseph was invited to join the family circle. The
Hunts made a proposition that if Joseph AVhite would
give up his travel on horseback and assist them in
building and freighting a keel-boat, Caleb Hunt
would join him on the trip to St. Louis, thus making a
more pleasant journey with favorable prospects of a

lated to lead the reflective mind to consider if some
other power could not be successfully applied for pro
pelling boats against such a current.

After reaching St. Louis their merchandise was
sold, partly for cash, the balance payable in lead to
be delivered to St. Genevieve, on the Mississippi
Eiver, during the spring of 1813.
Eeturning by keel-boat to the mouth of the Cum
berland Eiver, they there left their boat, and on horse
back returned to their respective homes.
" At Bowling Green, Kentucky," Joseph White re
" fell in with the proprietor of a cave" (Mam
cords,
" who wanted me to purchase it; he asked
moth Cave),

I

AVith five men he makes one hundred
pounds of saltpetre per day; to manufacture it costs
him from five to six cents per pound ; it is now worth
$10,000.

Kentucky."

twenty-five cents per pound in Lexington,
This horseback journey from the mouth of the Cum
berland River to Philadelphia appears to have re
quired forty-one days.

During the autumn of 1812, Elisha Hunt visited his
in Philadelphia, and while there they exam
ined a little stern-wheel steamboat built under a pat
and
ent owned by Daniel French, of Connecticut,
then ruining as a ferry-boat between Cooper's Point,
in New Jersey, and Philadelphia.
French informed them that he could construct

friend

steamboats that would run five miles an hour against

the current of the Mississippi Eiver.
A stock com
pany was formed to construct steamboats and carry
passengers and freight by steamboats between Pitts
burgh and New Orleans.
The stock of this company
was divided into six shares, of which Joseph White
owned two, or one-third of the entire stock.
The Steamboat Company purchased the right to use
French's patent west of the Allegheny Mountains,
engaged his services, erected shops at Brownsville,

venture ; such an arrangment

manufactured tools for working iron, cut logs into
plank with whip-saws, and with the ferry-boat above
mentioned as their model, constructed the steamboat

the spring of 1812, Joseph White and Caleb
Hunt, with a crew of French Canadian boatmen,
started their keel-boat from the landing at Browns

costing about fifteen thousand dollars,
and in the latter part of the summer of 1813 she left
Pittsburgh for New Orleans, under the command of
Capt. Henry Shreve, a son of Israel Shreve, of Bur

successful mercantile
was agreed upon.

In

"
During the
ville, Pa., bound for St. Louis, Mo.
previous 11th month an earthquake, which is known
Madrid,'
'
had changed and
as the earthquake of New
Eiver." As far as the
rent the banks of the Ohio
mouth of the Ohio the voyage was comparatively
easy, requiring only watchful care to keep the boat
in the current and avoid obstructions ; but from the
Ohio's mouth to St. Louis, against the rapid current
of the Missouri Eiver, was another kind of labor.
They now doubled the number of their men, and
pulled

the

boat up

stream

with

a

long

rope, a

of hands on shore dragging it. This was
" cordelling" and " bushwacking," as the men
called
would catch a bush with one hand and pull the rope

number

with the other.

Such arduous labor was well calcu

" Enterprise,"

lington County, N.
army.

J., a

colonel in the Eevolutionary

" Enterprise"

The
arrived at New Orleans, and was
there seized by the State marshal at the instance of
Fulton and Livingston, for coming within the limits of
Louisiana, they having obtained from the Legislature
of that State a charter granting them the exclusive
privilege of running steamboats on the
waters of that
State. Capt. Shreve gave security for trial, the " En
terprise"
was released and returned up the river with
a full cargo of freight
and passengers, arriving in
Pittsburgh,

as announced in the city newspapers and
copied into Cramer & Spears' "Almanac,"
"in the
remarkable short passage of twenty-six days from

New Orleans, thus proving the practicability of navi-

MOUNT
The "En
gating the Mississippi Eiver by steam."
terprise"
was the first steamboat that ever made the
voyage from Pittsburgh to New Orleans and return.
Her charge for passage between the extreme points
was one hundred and twenty-five dollars per passen
ger and eight cents per pound for freight.
She found
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by damming the rivulets, and spreading blankets over
the surface to absorb it. It was then wrung from the
blankets into barrels.
Coal oil had been gathered at

the contract lead at St. Genevieve and delivered it at

Oil Creek by the Seneca Indians, and was used by
them for medicinal purposes, hence its name, " Sen
Oil." The value of Seneca oil for illuminating
eca
purposes, and the vast deposits of coal oil beneath

boat venture.

the surface of the ground, which have since added so
largely to the wealth of Pennsylvania, were then un
known and unsuspected.
Joseph AVhite was extensively engaged in coal

Pittsburgh, from whence it was carried to Philadelphia
in Conestoga wagons, and there sold, netting its own
ers over one hundred per cent, profit from their keel-

"Enterprise"
The next time the
arrived at New
Orleans, Gen. Jackson pressed her into the service of
the "United States and sent her to Alexandria, on the
Eed Eiver, with provisions, etc., for the army there.
Fulton and Livingston obtained judgment against the
Steamboat Company in the State Court, but on appeal
the United States Court set aside that decision and left
the navigation of the Mississippi Eiver free and open
to all. Said suit cost the Steamboat Company between
$1500 and $2000.

Enterprise"
The "
made about three round voyages
Pittsburgh
between
and New Orleans. After peace was

operations in the Lackawanna and Schuylkill re
gions during the latter years of his life, and died in
Philadelphia, 5th mo. 25, 1827, aged forty-one years.

The Lippincott Family. —The Lippincotts in
America are all descended from Eichard and Abigail
Lippincott, who removed from Devonshire, England,
in 1639, and settled at Dorchester, near Boston, New
England. Having been excommunicated from the
" church" for
non-conformity (withdrawing from the
communion), and suffering much from Puritanical
oppression, Eichard Lippincott returned with his
family to England, and resided at Plymouth in 1653,
and early thereafter became a member of the religious
Society of Friends, then emerging from the various

declared between the United States and England, pas
sengers and freight went around by sea. The boat
was finally sunk at Shippen's Port, below the falls of

sects around them, and in consequence endured much

the Ohio Eiver.

persecution

The Steamboat Company then built a second steam
" Despatch," designed for shoal water.
boat, called the
She soon sank in the Ohio Eiver. The Steamboat
Company manufactured tools necessary for the con
struction of steam machinery, and also constructed a
cotton-mill at Brownsville, in which they placed a
steam-engine manufactured in their shops.

After Capt. Henry Shreve left the service of the
Steamboat Company he constructed a boat at AVhee!"Washington."
Shreve was employed
ing called the
government
to remove snags out of the Mis
by the
sissippi Eiver, and afterwards entered into a contract
with the United States to remove the Eed Eiver
raft. He invented a powerful snag-boat, and with it
improved the navigation of the Bed Eiver to Shreveport, which town was named after him.

Elisha Hunt, who died at Moorestown, N. J., in
year of his age, states in one of
his letters :
"The little office connected with our
Brownsville store was the rendezvous of many intel
ligent and enterprising young men, and there all the
recent inventions
for improving travel, etc., were
argued and discussed.
Among our regular visitors
were Neil Gillespie Blaine (grandfather of ex-Secre
tary Blaine), Eobert Clark, Stephen Darlington, and
the ninety-fourth

others."

Among other merchandise consigned to Joseph
White by the Hunts from their Brownsville store for
a market in Philadelphia during the year 1813 or 1814
" Seneca Oil," gathered at Oil
was, one barrel of
Creek, Pa., which was sold by him to Daniel Smith,
The oil had been gathered
a druggist, as medicine.

for the testimony of a good conscience.
On the 20th of January, 1660, he with other Friends
was taken from the meeting-house at Plymouth and
How
committed to prison by Oliver Creely, mayor.

In
long he remained in prison we have no account.
1663 he emigrated to Ehode Island, where he resided
for several years, and finally, in 1669, established him

Monmouth Co., N. J., in which
place he was the largest landed proprietor among the<
patentees of the new colony.
He was a consistent
and exemplary Friend, accompanying George Fox

self at Shrewsbury,

during his religious visit in this country, and a man
of character and influence. A short time previous to
his death, which occurred 9th month (November, old
style) 25, 1683, he purchased of John Fenwick one
thousand acres of land in Shrewsbury Neck, upon
which some of his descendants now live. His widow,
"
Abigail, died in 1697, leaving a considerable" estate,
given
all
her slaves before her
freedom to
having

The name of
death, which fact is worthy of record.
Lippincott was derived from Lovecote, which is de
scribed in the Domesday Book, or census made by
order of AVilliam the Conqueror in 1086 of lands
held by Edward the Confessor in 1041-66.
This
Saxon name implies that it proprietor named'Love
held the house, cote, and lands, hence called Love
cote, which name was probably already ancient. Sur
names were not settled until about this date, and

Luffinghence Lovecote, Loughwyngcote, Lyvenscott,
through
which variations it has
cott, Luppingcott,

descended to become fixed in Lippincott during the
of great an

last two centuries, and is undoubtedly

tiquity.
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of Heralds at London has granted
coats of arms to this family.
The
arms accompanying this account was in possession of
The College

eight different

Philip Luppingcott,

Esq., of Devonshire,

England,

in

1620, when visited by the heralds, and was at that

in

1778),

time already ancient. It is-also the arms of Sir Henry
Lippincott (who was created a baronet by George III.
Esq.,

and his grandson, Eobert Cann Lippincott,
proprietor of four thousand acres of land in

public-spirited citizen, who was much respected for

his regard for truth and justice.
In 1692 he bought
five hundred and seventy acres of land in Northamp
ton township, upon which he settled, and in 1698 he, in
company with John Garwood, purchased two thousand
acres of land near Pemberton.
He married Hannah
Shattock, of Boston, by whom he had nine children,
all of whom lived to marry except one daughter. His
second wife was Hannah Owen, by whom he had no
issue. Thomas Chalkley, an eminent Friend, in his
journal states that he was present at the funeral of
Eestore Lippincott, at Mount Holly, in 1741, and was
informed that "Eestore left behind him nearly two
and great-grand
hundred children, grandchildren,

children."

Among the very numerous descendants of Eestore
may be mentioned James, of Mount Holly, a surveyor
and conveyancer, well known throughout the county
for his large experience and ability in settling estates,
who owns part of the old homestead farm of his grand
father, Arney Lippincott, near Pemberton ; the Eev.
Caleb A., his brother, who was a distinguished Meth
odist minister ; Morgan and AVilliam G., retired far

Charles, of Burlington ; Stacy
Joshua,
B., James, AVilkins,
Joseph, and many other
thriving farmers near Mount Holly; also Crispin, of
Vincentown, father of the Eev. Benjamin O, an able
Methodist divine, and Eev. Joshua A., now Professor
of Mathematics at Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa. ;
Albertson C. and Freedom W., of Evesham, influential
and successful farmers; Judge Benjamin H., of Moores
mers at Mount

Holly ;

town, and very many others.
It is proper to state
that
B. Lippincott, the celebrated publisher of

J.

THE LIPPINCOTT

COAT OF ARMS.

Almondsbury, Gloucestershire, who resides at Overcourt, six miles north of Bristol, in a handsome hall
in the midst of a park of two hundred acres.
In
heraldic style the arms are thus described : Per fesse
embattled, gules and sable, three leopards passant,
argent. Crest. Out of a mural crown, gules, five os
trich feathers, alternately argent and azure. The
rectus,"
"
motto, Secundis dubiisque
translated, means
" upright in prosperity and adversity, or firm in
every
fortune."
The children of Eichard and Abigail Lip
pincott were ^Remembrance, John, Abigail, Eestore,
Freedom, Increase, Jacob, and Preserved, some of
whom are said to have been named after the trials,
successes, vicissitudes, etc., of the parents.
Eemembrance and John remained in Monmouth

Philadelphia, is a direct descendant from Eichard and
Abigail, through Eestore's son James, and his fourth
son, Jonathan. Freedom Lippincott, fourth son of
Eichard, married Mary Curtis, of Burlington, as the
following certificate from Book A, "Burlington Meet
Eecords,"
ing
shows :
" Bukmnoton, ye 14 of ye 8th Mo., 1C80.
" These are to certifie
whom it may conserne that Freedoms Lippin
cott, of Shrewsbury, and Mary Curtis, of Burlington, hath declaredtheir '
Intentions of Marriage at two generall Monthly Meetings heare, &
after ye considerationand consent of ffriends and Relations they weare
Joyned in mariiiigo at a Publique Meeting in
Burlington, ye day and
yearo abovewritten, in ye presenceof us."

The names of the witnesses number twenty-one.
Early after his marriage Freedom purchased lands

on the Eancocas Creek, near Bridgeboro', where he
settled. He died in 1697, aged thirty-seven, leaving

five children,— Samuel,
Freedom.

Thomas,

Judith, Mary,

and

County, where they have numerous descendants ; Ee
store and Freedom settled in Burlington County;

From Samuel are the large families of Jacob H.
and Samuel, of Evesham, the latter being the father
of Samuel, Clayton, John H., Nathan,
Mark, and
AVilliam Cooper Lippincott, ex-sheriff of Burlington
County.

Dennis.
Eestore, third son of Eichard, was a member of the
Council of New Jersey several years, and an active,

Freedom settled in Evesham, and had ten
children ;
the descendants of but few now reside in
this county!
Of the sons, Solomon and Samuel settled in Glouces-

Abigail and Preserved died in infancy ; Jacob settled
in Gloucester County, N. J., but left no family, his
children dying in infancy ; Increase married Samuel

MOUNT
ter County, the latter being a public Friend at AVoodbury, and the former, in 1740, gave the land and built
the meeting-house, which was called Solomon's Meet
ing-house, and was located near Mickleton. Thomas,
son of Freedom, an active and useful citizen, in 1711
bought one thousand and thirty-four acres of land lying

in the present townships of Chester and Cinnaminson ;
has also numerousfdescendants.
From his son Na
thaniel we have the Eev. Thomas Lippincott, an able
Presbyterian divine and a vigorous opponentof slavery
when efforts were made to establish it in the State of
Illinois, in which he was a pioneer ; his son, Gen.
Charles E., an active politician, an editor, a member
of the California Senate during his residence in that
State, a distinguished officer in the war of the Eebel
lion, at one time auditor of the State of Illinois, and
now a banker at Chandlerville, in that State. Also
the families of Aquila and Amos, of Moorestown ;
Thomas, of AVestfield, the father of Joseph B., Seth,
John Marmaduke, and Charles, all members of the
Society of Friends. James I. Lippincott, of Haddon
field, N. J., editor of the American revised edition of
" Chambers' Encyclopedia," an author and genealo
gist, who is now engaged in writing a complete history

of the Lippincott family, and Dr. Joseph Warrington,
of Moorestown, a medical writer and philanthropist,
are among the descendants to Nathaniel.
From
Isaac, son of Thomas, and brother to Nathaniel, we
may mention Clayton Lippincott, of Moorestown,
who has served several terms as judge of the Court of
Common Pleas, and settles more estates than any per
in the county ; his brothers, William and Israel,
who were successful farmers of Westfield, the latter
having sons, William E. and Wallace, both of whom
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manner, for which invaluable work, re
time and good ability, he will ever
be held in high esteem and grateful remembrance by
'
the Lippincotts and their descendants. On the female
lines and by marriage the Lippincotts are, and have
as beautiful

quiring

so much

been, connected with many of the oldest, most influ
ential, and respectable families of not only Burlington
Comity, but throughout the State.
It is a conceded fact that the early Lippincotts were
mostly boys and as a family are very prolific, — ten
or a dozen children were often the number, with nu
merous instances of more ; twins are quite common,
and one instance of triplets is given.
This undoubt
edly is the most numerous family in New Jersey, and
upon the records at the clerk's and surrogate's offices
in. this county the name will be found mentioned
more frequently than that of any other, with perhaps
the exception of that of Haines, whose maternal an
cestors were in many instances Lippincotts. It is
thought by many that outside of New Jersey the

Lippincotts are not numerous, but the descendants
of Eichard and Abigail are found living not only in
Maine and Canada but as far south as Georgia;
throughout the great West, even to California and
Oregon.
Being generally Friends or of Quaker ex
traction, they as a family have not been particularly
noted further

than being honorable, successful, and

thriving farmers and business men in their respective
though some have been powerful
neighborhoods,
preachers of the gospel, filled professors' chairs in
colleges, occupied positions of honor and trust in not

Mount Laurel; Carlton, of Chester; the numerous
families of the late Benjamin, Joseph AV., Daniel, and
others, of the city of Burlington ; Isaac, of Moores
town ; Peter, of AVestfield ; Samuel A. and Stacy S.,
of Mansfield, all men of influence and usefulness in
From Isaac also,
their respective neighborhoods.
through his son Samuel, of Westfield, we may note
Joshua, the father of Samuel K., who was a highly

only county but State affairs, and have distinguished
themselves in the war of the Eebellion.
Mount Holly in 1882. —This pleasantly-situated
town, with all its natural advantages for enlarging
her borders and becoming great among the cities of
the State, has chosen rather to stand idly by and
remain a quiet looker-on, allowing the large indus
tries of the country to locate at other points, thereby
carrying with them the trade, commerce, and wealth
that might have been developed in Mount Holly, thus
preventing the town becoming a bee-hive of industry,
filled with the hum of spindles, the rattle of machinery,
and the sweet music of thousands of skilled workmen.

successful business man and a leading director in the
State Bank at Camden, N. J. ; Joseph, of Eiverton,
the father of Asa, and grandfather of Ezra and Ed
ward ; Isaac, of Moorestown, the husband of Mary I.

Conservatism, however, has held sway these many
years, and had it not been for three or four enter
prising men this place would no doubt to-day have
been a third Lumberton or Hainesport.
The county

son

have been members of the New Jersey Legislature,
and the latter county collector two terms; Thomas, of

(Hallowell), an eminent minister among Friends;
Levi, of Chester, the father of David, Aaron, Asa B.,
and Levi, who each have sons, all of whom are
thriving farmers near Moorestown ; Abraham, of
AVestfield, the father of Isaiah, Isaac, and Edwin, and
grandfather of Charles, of Cinnaminson,
the origi
genealogical
publisher
of the
of
the
tree
nator and
Lippincott family, which contains the names of more
than ten thousand Lippincotts, so arranged as to show
the relationship by means of limbs, branches, twigs,
and different colored leaves in a very correct as well

buildings have had their influence, and the Pennsyl
vania Bailroad has done its share towards making the
town as large as

it

is.

Notwithstanding the wealth of the town is made up
largely of retired farmers from the surrounding coun
try, there have crept in a few enterprises since the first
quarter of the present century that go to make up in
a large measure the business of the town.
Eisdon's
and Alcott's water-wheel manufactories and foundries,
Semple's thread-works, the railroads, canning-works
J. L. Anderson & Sons, shoe-factories, etc., have

of
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fought their way through the obstructions of conserva
tism and are now giving employment to hundreds of
persons and adding business to the place.

the"
old taverns that were here in 1800 are
Three of
kept
of course by other parties, but not up
here yet,
to that standard demanded by the public in towns of

five thousand inhabitants.

The streets are probably in about the same condi
tion they were one hundred and fifty years ago, only
there are a few more of them, and all strangers to the
polluting touch of improvement, except that portion
of Main Street between Mill and Garden Streets,
which was paved in 1882. Their virgin bosoms have
never been marred or disfigured by the laying on of
expensive gravel-beds or ugly and costly pavingstones ; neither has the insidious under-drain crept

in to attract from the surface and carry off the sur
plus water incident to fall and spring rains.
An improvement has, however, been made in the
number of business-places since the light of the
present century dawned upon Mount Holly. In 1800
there were but three stores, and two or three small
shops not yet dignified by the title of "store," and
four or five taverns.

At the beginning of 1882 there were nearly or quite
two hundred places of business of different kinds,
some of which we herewith give : There are seven
churches,

three

bakeries, six barber-shops,

six blacksmiths, viz. : G.
Charles E. Murdock,
John S. Peak, John Quigley, and Elwood T. Richman ; four carriage-makers, — A. Gaskill, G. C. Heaviland, G. H. Peak, and Mark E. Peak; two surveyors,
— James Lippincott and Barclay White ; three car
penters and builders, viz. : Brennan & Bullock, B. C.
Gaskill, and B. E. Haines ; one cooper, A. B. Scatter
good ; two dentists, — William M. Eisdon and T. W.
Dobbins ; four drug-stores, viz. . E. B. Jones, L.
Miller, C. Moffet, and A. S. White; twenty-four

F. Harbert, Frank L.

Kates,

grocery, ten notion, and seven dry-goods stores, two
book-stores, viz. : John Ekings and the Misses Ehees ;
of the boot and shoe stores and shoemakers there are
carpet-weavers,

five cigar-stores,

two

billiard- and pool-rooms, seven meat-markets, three
clothing-stores, viz. . Holeman & Sons, J. Greenawald, and E. Katz ; three coal and wood dealers, six

dress-makers, two flour- and feed-stores, one fruit
dealer, two furniture-stores
and undertakers, viz. :
Thomas F. Keeler & Sons and C. M. Eodgers ; one
gents'
furnishing-store, two hardware-stores, one hat
and cap store, J. B. Love; fourteen lawyers, three
livery-stables, two marble-yards, two music-stores,
two painters, eight physicians, viz. : Francis Ash
hurst,

Alfred Doran, AV. S. Brown, and John Zurbruegg ;
shoe-factory of Spangler & Co. ; there was also one
liquor-store, telegraph-office, soap- and candle-factory,

sash- and blind-factory, six saloons, two tailors, three
stove and tin stores, one auction and sales-room,
James D. Shreve ; two photographers, several real
estate and insurance agents, the Mount Holly Insur
ance Company, three newspapers, one grist-mill,
express company, railroad depot, and several other
places of business, such as are usually found in a town
of four thousand six hundred and thirty inhabitants.
There is also at this plaee a fruit-canning establish

ment, owned and operated by J. L. Anderson & Son,
and the match-factory of Gibbs & Deacon, each of
which employ a large number of workmen.
The
Arcade Hotel is kept by William L. Butterworth;

the Washington by Joseph
Hotel by John F. Smith.
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banks, two water-wheel
manufactories, thread-mill, one creamery (for which
see special histories), two dealers in agricultural im
plements, viz. : C. L. Branson and J. B. Collins; four

twelve, three

plumbers, steam and gasfitters, one produce and com
mission merchant, one artist, George A. Lippincott ;
two harness-shops,— Samuel Eisdon and Lorenzo AV.
Prickett ; two saw- and planing-mills,— Tliomas F.
Keeler & Sous and Isaac Parminter: one veterinary
surgeon, Dr. C. K. Dyer; three jewelry-stores,
viz.,

Ephraim K. Bancroft,

Charles

Bispham,

Jr.,

Eichard E. Brown, Andrew E. Budd, AVilliam C.
Parry, Eichard H. Parsons, and AValter Ward ; two

Eeagen,

and

Smith's

SKETCHES.

CHARLES BISPHAM.
Charles Bispham, the subject of this sketch, was
born in Mount Holly, N. J., Dec. 2, 1798.
He was
the son of John Bispham and Margaret Budd.
The
former, born in Mount Holly, March 20, 1759, was a
man highly esteemed for his integrity of character
and personal interest in all improvements, both civil
and religious, of those Continental times. The latter,

born Nov. 27, 1763, was the daughter of Dr. Stacy
Budd, and sister of Dr. Benjamin Budd, both eminent
physicians of their day, and closely allied
by blood
to Eachel Budd, the mother of that eminent states
man, William Bradford, attorney-general of the United
States under AVashington.

Having the misfortune to lose his father at the early
of thirteen years, Charles Bispham was placed at
school in Philadelphia, residing with his brother, Stacy
age

Budd Bispham, several years his senior, of the wellknown house of Archer & Bispham, then
largely en
gaged in the India and China
trade; there he re
mained until he entered as clerk the house of his

brother, where he continued until the age of twenty-one
years, at which time he, in connection with Mr. AVilliam
Foster, through the influence of Mr. Archer, who dis
cerned by his industry and close application the
ele
ments of success, made up a cargo for Calcutta in
the
Bengal,"
"
ship
Mr. Foster and himself going as su
percargoes.
Encouraged
months

after

by the success of his first venture, a
few
his return from India he
made up

c^:.
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another cargo for Buenos Ayres, stopping a few weeks
at Montevideo on his outward passage.
Again going as supercargo in the ship " Nasseau"
to Canton, he stopped on his way home at St. Helena,
there visiting the house where Napoleon died, a mis
erable frame structure, with ceilings so low one could
almost touch them with the hand, although he posi
tively refused to occupy a better, provided him by the
English government.
AVhen about three days out,
after leaving St. Helena, their vessel made a very
narrow escape from being taken by pirates. Observing

HOLLY.
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from that time till the day of his death, there devo
ting himself assiduously to the interest of the town,
engaging actively in building improvements, farming,
and various rural occupations.
He was one of the projectors of the Mount Holly
Bailroad, of which until his death he continued to
be its president, and was prominently connected with
all the worthy and benevolent institutions in the

vicinity.

In

Mr. Bispham

a ship. on fire to the leeward, and supposing

it to be
an English vessel with a number of ladies on board
who had sailed from St. Helena a few hours before

married, at Elizabethtown,
Barber, daughter of Hon. William
Chetwood; they had five children, four of whom, one
son and three daughters, are now living. He might
be considered one of the pioneers of cottage-life at

them, they bore down for her to render what assist
ance lay in their power, but fortunately for them she
soon blew up, when they discovered a rakish -looking
brig alongside of her, which had before been obscured

Long Branch, having in 1855 built for a summer
residence the fourth cottage erected in that place,
where until 1881 he. passed each successive summer
of his life. He died May 10,
in the eighty-

from their view by the smoke from the burning ves
Nasseau,"
As soon as the pirates discovered the "
sel.

fourth year of his age.

mistaking her for an English man-of-war, they made
all sail, and stood directly from her. To keep up this
deception they determined to stand after as long as
they would run from them, but keep the men at the
braces to tack ship the moment the mistake might be
discovered, which very soon proved to be necessary,
the pirates giving chase for them, and so continued
until the darkness of night hid them from their view.
They subsequently had the satisfaction of knowing
the survivors of the crew were hanged at Cadiz, Spain,
to having captured
they previously acknowledging
thirteen vessels from China and Calcutta, destroying
all, after removing the valuable part of their cargoes
and murdering the passengers and crew.
About the year 1828, Mr. Bispham made an ex
cursion through a part of Spain, visiting Seville,
Cadiz, and several other large cities, living at Seville
Washington
with our distinguished
countryman,

Irving, then our minister to Spain. Besides the great
pleasure derived from his society, he obtained from
him much assistance in gaining access to all places
of note and interest, and through the friendship then
formed, Mr. Irving intrusted to his care the MSS. of
Columbus,"
his " History of
to be placed in the hands
publishers
country.
of the
in this
In 1830, Mr. Bispham entered into a copartnership
with the house of Alsop & Co., for a period of ten
years, to be divided into two terms of five years each.
Mr. Henry Chauncey and himself taking that branch
located at Valparaiso, South America, and whilst re
siding there he was appointed consul under the ad
ministration of Gen. Jackson.
Their business proved so eminently successful that
at the expiration of their term both Mr. Chauncey
and himself were able to retire from further active
service in the house.
Mr. Bispham returned to his native town in 1840,
residing in the homestead where he was born, and

which has been in the family over one hundred years,

N.

1845,

J.,

Margaret

1882,

As has been justly said of him,

"He- was a man of sterling merit and great popu
larity, his acquaintance embracing some of the most
eminent citizens of Philadelphia, and widely extend
ing throughout the United States. All who knew him
became his friends, in feeling if not association, and
his death was none the less regretted because it came
to him when the full round measure of his years were
complete."

THEODORE

H. RISDON.

The progenitor

of the Eisdon family in New Jersey
was John, the son of a captain of a vessel sailing
from the Bermuda Islands to one of the American
ports. He landed when but a lad with his mother in
Philadelphia, and was extended hospitality by a
farmer residing in Moorestown.
Among his children
was John, the grandfather of Theodore H., who was
a soldier during the war of the Eevolution, and died
at the advanced age of ninety years while a resident
of Chester township, near Moorestown.
Among his nephews was Isaac N., who acquired a
fortune in the wholesale clothing business in Phila
delphia, after which he resided in Mount Holly until
his death. He was a man of much enterprise, pro
jected a cemetery, and erected many attractive dwell
ings in the place of his residence.
Thomas E., a son of John above mentioned, was
born in 1805 on the homestead where the years of his
childhood were spent. At the age of sixteen he was
apprenticed to Joseph Hays, a blacksmith, at Moores

town, and upon attaining his majority established
himself iu business at Mount Holly, N. J. He was
married during the year 1835 to Miss Elenor Hall, of
Bordentown, to whom were born five children, three
of whom are living, — Theodore H., Thomas B., Jr.,
and Clara, wife of Floyd Armstrong, of Mount Holly.

The death of Mrs. Eisdon occurred in December,
1880, when she was sixty-eight years of age.
The early life of Theodore H. was spent upon the
After a limited time at the public school of
farm.
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the neighborhood, he entered the shop of his father
with a view of acquiring the blacksmith's sturdy
At the age of twenty-one years he was ad
craft.
mitted as a partner in the general business of black-

He in
smithing and the manufacture of machinery.
1862 purchased the interest of his father, which was
Water-wheels are
greatly extended and improved.

given to it was Eock Eiver, which gradually assumed
its present name.

The principal road running through the township
is the one leading from Tuckerton to Washington,
and from New Gretna to Penn's Place, Eandolph
township.
The roads, except in the southern part,
are not well improved.
It has no railroad facilities,

made a specialty in his establishment, and the fact is
conceded that the turbine water-wheels here pro

which, indeed, are not at present demanded, owing

duced are not excelled in America.
The excellence of these products is in a great degree
due to the mechanical knowledge andbusiness capacity

Iron ore has been discovered in this township in
large quantities, but is not being worked at present.
With its cedar swamps and cranberry bogs, in the
northern part of the township, its fertile lands and

of Mr. Risdon and his associates.

A

more detailed

history of this branch of industry will be found in the
chapter on manufacturing interests in this work.

Theodore H. Risdon was in January, 1859, united
in marriage to Miss Josephine Bryan, of Mount
Holly, to whom was born one daughter, Theodora,
now in the eleventh year of her age.
Mr. Eisdon is
a prominent member of Trinity Protestant Episcopal
Church of Mount Holly, and has officiated for eleven
years as one of its vestrymen.

CHAPTEE XXI.
BASS RIVER

TOWNSHIP.*

Descriptive. — Bass Eiver is one of the southeastern
It is bounded on
border township of the county.
the north by Eandolph and Woodland townships, on
the east by Little Egg Harbor township, on the west
by Wading Biver, which separates it from Bandolph

It was
township, on the south by Mullica Biver.
formed from Little Egg Harbor and Washington
townships in 1864, and derived its name from a small

stream, called Bass Biver, which rises in the north
The township con
easterly part of the township.
tains 47,245 acres of land, with a population of
In dimensions its greatest length is
about 900.
fourteen miles, its greatest breadth is seven miles.
Natural Features. — The general surface of Bass
Eiver township is undulating, with a few hills in its
northern part. The soil is sandy and gravelly, except

in the southern part, whicii is alluvial deposit. A
large portion of this township is sterile and barren,
and covered with a dense growth of scrub oak and
pine. The township is watered on its western bound
Bass Eiver
ary by Wading Eiver and its tributaries.
takes its rise in the northeasterly part of the town
ship, and flows through its centre and empties into
the Mullica Eiver. This river has been well known
for the great number of rock fish or bass whicii has
been caught in its waters, and hence received its
name from the earlier settlers.

The original name

1The publishers are indebted to Leah Blackman, author of " History
Harbor,"
for much valuable material in relation to this
of Little Egg
township.

to its sparse settlement.

fisheries in the southern part, Bass Biver township
yields its inhabitants a good living.
Early Settlement. — It appears that the first white
settler within the limits of the township was an Eng
lishman named John Mathis, who came from Long

Island in 1713. Shortly after, he in company with
Moses Forman and William Birdsall purchased from
Daniel Leeds, one of the New Jersey proprietors, a
tract of land containing two hundred and fifty acres,
at that time called Biddle's Island, but now known
Mathis' Island. Within a year after the
as Daniel
joint purchase, Moses Forman and AVilliam Birdsall
sold their interest to Mathis, who remained, and had
the island cleared into a farm. From this time on, all
his operations appeared to be successful, and he went
on purchasing tract after tract of salt marsh, cedar
swamp, and woodland until he owned many thousands

of

acres.

In 1716, John Mathis married Alice Higbee, widow
of John Higbee, and eldest daughter of Edward An

drews, the founder of Tuckerton. Mathis' wife brought
him a valuable personal property.
She had the repu
woman,"
tation of being a " strong-minded
who was
possessed
of unusual business talents, ordering and
arranging her affairs with the utmost regularity and
good judgment, and it is also affirmed that she was
a greater speculator than her husband, and it was in
a measure owing to her influence and speculative pas
sion that he became such an extensive landholder.

Taking into consideration the age in whicii she
lived, and also the meagre opportunities for acquiring
knowledge, she had a fair education.
She is described
as a large, tall, and muscular woman, of a dark com
plexion, with black, eyes and black hair, whicii she
inherited from her father, Edward Andrews.
John Mathis' wife had two children by her first
husband ; these were Abigail and Edward Higbee.
Abigail Higbee was born the 22d
day of the 5th
month in the year 1713.
She married Eobert Leeds.
Their children were Solomon, Eebecca, and Mary.
Edward Higbee was born the 4th day of the 6th month
in the year 1714. He married and lived in Atlantic
County, N. J.

John Mathis had six sons and one daughter, viz. :
Micajah, Job, Daniel, Jeremiah, Nehemiah, Eli, and
Sarah.

BASS RIVER
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After John Mathis had got his island farm into suc
cessful operation, he purchased eight hundred and
thirteen acres of John Budd, and on this tract cleared a
farm now known as the Frenches', or more properly the
Thomas E. French farm, on the east side of Bass Eiver.

1 (especially former genera
partial
for
to family names, it being
being
tions)
a tradition among the family that there were six Jo
siah Cranmers, all residing within a short distance of
each other, and in order to distinguish one from an

His next location

other they were denominated

and also formation

of

a farm was

what is usually denominated the Enoch Mathis or
Smith Mathis farm, which is situated on the west side
of Bass Eiver, opposite his farm on the east side of
the river.

The next farm he established was whicii

now constitutes the Arthur Cranmer

place, and also
John Mathis was a large
the Daniel Sooy farm.
slaveholder, and employed most of his negroes in
clearing uplands.

It

will be seen that at this time John Mathis had

under his superintendence,
to do until his sons married,
when he deeded each one of them a farm and set
John Mathis was not
them to work for themselves.
four farms

carried

on

which he continued

only a farmer and land speculator, but he was a money
lender. During the Eevolutionary war he loaned the
government a considerable sum of money, but when
pay-day came the government had nothing to pay
with except Continental paper, which was next to
nothing.
Mr. Mathis was compelled to take large
packages of the worthless script, whicii was preserved

in the Mathis family for generations. The war proved
Mathis' money affairs, but
a ruinous thing to John
did not interfere with his extensive real estate.
John Mathis was the first king's magistrate ap
pointed in the township then embraced in Little Egg
He purchased his copy of the laws of New
Harbor.
Jersey from Eichard Smith, of Burlington, the father

of Smith, the historian of New York and New Jersey,
in 1732. He was intimately associated with the lead
ing business men of his time, and was familiarly
known as Great John Mathis.

Cranmer Family. —In

1729,

Stephen

Cranmer

settled at Bass Eiver, on the farm known as the Caleb
Cranmer farm, whicii lies contiguous to the river.
Stephen Cranmer was considered one of the wealthy
men of Bass Eiver, and a man of considerable influ
ence in the place of his adoption, and for some gen

erations his posterity were people of wealth and in
fluence. The Cranmers of New Jersey claim to be
the descendants of Thomas Cranmer, the Archbishop
of Canterbury, who was burned at the stake for his
devotion to Protestantism by order of Queen Mary,
at Smithfield, England, May 21, 1556.
The Cranmers do not all spell their names alike:
some have it Cranmer, others Cramer, and still others
Crammer, but the variation is easily accounted for.
In old times most people had but little if any learn
ing, and orthography suffered in their hands.
AVilliam, Josiah, and probably Thomas Cranmer
were the forefathers of the Cranmers of Ocean County,
N. J., and John and Stephen were the ancestors of
Burlington County, who settled at
the Cranmers of
Bass Eiver.
15

The Cranmers are note

thus: Old Josiah and
Young Josiah, Big Josiah and Little Josiah, Over
the Creek Josiah and Poplar Neck Josiah. The de
scendants of Stephen Crnnmer were quite numerous,
many of which still reside in the township, and are
classed among the more prominent farmers in Bass
Eiver township.
The French Family. — At an early date there
was a family by the name of French who settled in
the lower part of Burlington County, and it is prob
able that Francis French, Sr., was a descendant of
this family. Some time before the Eevolutionary war,

Francis French, Sr., settled at Bass Eiver, and pur

chased a farm containing eight hundred and thirteen
acres of land of Benjamin Mathis, and turned his at
tention to tilling the soil. He was twice married, his
first wife being a French, and his secojnd wife was
Phcebe, dnughter of Jacob Cranmer.
He had three
sons, Thomas, AVilliam, and Jacob. Thomas married

Hannah Johnson, of Atlantic County, N. J. Their
were AVilliam, Francis, Joseph, Thomas, Jr.,
David, John, Eachel, Sarah, Ann, Mary, Abigail, and
children

Elizabeth.
Capt. AVilliam French, as he is styled, has had two
wives ; his first wife was Lavinia, daughter of Isaac
Cranmer, his second w7ife was Phoebe, daughter of
Daniel Mathis (2d). His family consisted of Hannah,-

Martin Van Buren, Livingston, Hiram A., Nelson,
Ebenezer T., Mary Jane, Matilda, and Arabella.
Hannah married and resides in Philadelphia; Mar
tin Van Buren married and resides at Jersey Shore,
Pa. ; Livingston married Sarah, daughter of Lloyd
Jones, of Tuckerton ; Hiram A. married Mary, daugh
ter of Jesse E. Sears; Nelson married Carolina Col
lins, of Atlantic County; Mary Jane married Josiah
Hackett, of Salem, N. J.; Arabella married Thomas
Ballinger, of Medford, N. J.
Second Branch. — Francis French (2d) became quite
an extensive landholder, and was a man of fine busi
His sons are the principal busi
ness qualifications.

of Bass Eiver township.
He married Ann,
daughter of Daniel Mathis (2d). Their children were
ness men

E., Daniel, Lewis, Burrows, Levi, Francis,
Mary Ann, Phoebe, Leah, Ellen, and Anna. Thomas
Daniel married
married Jane Gaskill, of Tuckerton.
Elizabeth Giberson, of Atlantic County. Lewis mar
ried Mary, daughter of Eeuben Cavilur. Burrows
married Mary, daughter of David Cavilur. Levi
Francis
married Julia, daughter of Joseph Adams.
married Ella, daughter of Joseph B. Sapp. Mary
Ann married John Franklin Cranmer.
Phcebe mar
Anna married Dr.
ried Alfred, son of Joel Bodine.
Clark.
Third Branch. —Joseph French married MartLa,

Tliomas
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Their children were Maria,
Eliza, Martha, Margaretta, Mary, Josephine, Lavinia,

purchased

and Emma.

kiah Adams had the reputation of being an honest
man, which Pope says is the noblest work of God.
The Adamses are people of a social, friendly, and
pleasing address. Hezekiah Adams had children, —
Joseph, Hezekiah, Jeremiah, Charles, David, Dorcas,
and Mary.
Joseph Adams married and removed to the AVest.
Humphrey.
Hezekiah married Margaret
His

daughter of Josiah Cale.

Fourth Branch. — Thomas French , Jr.'s, first wife was
Harriet, daughter of Micnjah S. Mathis. He mar
ried his second wife at Jersey Shore, Pa., where he

resides.

Fifth and Sixth Branches were David and John, who
died unmarried.

Branch. — Rachel

French married John
Their children were Thomas, Sarah, Asbury, Marshal, Henry, Elmira, Abbie, and James.
Eighth Branch. — Sarah French married Charles
Adams, of Bass Eiver township.
Ninth Branch. — Ann French married Sylvanus Sea
Seventh

Lowland.

man, and had children.
Tenth Branch. — Mary French married

John Hew-

ling, and removed to the AVest.
Eleventh Branch. — Abigail French married George
Allen. Their children are Ellen, Hannah, Thomas,
Mary, Harry, George, John AVilliam, and
•
.
Twelfth Branch. — Eliza French married Lewis Giberson, and had five children, respectively Hannah,

Achsah,
Joseph.

John

the farm

Adams.

now

owned by his grandson,
contemporaries
Heze

Among his

family consisted of William, Ellis, John, Joseph,
Humphrey, Enoch, Hannah, and Phoebe.
Jeremiah Adams married Elizabeth Jenkins. They
were the parents of Eeuben Adams.
Charles Adams married Hannah Jenkins.
Had
seven children, — Joseph, David, Mary, Sarah, Dorcas,
Hannah, and Eebecca.
David Adams married Man' Ann, daughter of Dan
iel Mathis (3d), and became the proprietor of the
present Bass Eiver Hotel.
Dorcas Adams married Isaac Cranmer, son of Caleb
Cranmer, Sr.
Mary Adams married Caleb Cranmer,

Jr.

Family.— The Lovelands

The Loveland

were

Thomas, Sarah, James, and Julia.
The Leak Family. — Capt. John Leak, an Eng
lishman by birth, came to America at an early day,

of Connecticut, and came to Burlington
County, N. J., and settled in Bass Eiver township
prior to 1800, and purchased a small tract of land

and settled at Bass Eiver, during which time he fol
of surveyor. He married
the occupation

and commenced farming.

Martha, daughter of Samuel Eose, and took up his
abiding-place at Bridgeport.
His wife is said to have
been a very beautiful woman, and attracted much at
John Leak
tention by her beauty during her reign.

brig and made voyages to foreign ports. He married
Mary Gleason, of Connecticut, and had children,—
Charles, Mary, Abigail, Elizabeth, Esther, Henrietta,

lowed

became one of the leading men of the township of his
adoption, and it is said he "fared sumptuously every
day."
Capt. Leak's children were Samuel, William,
George, John, Mary, Achsah, Phebe, and Martha.
Samuel Leak married Sarah, daughter of Micajah
Mathis, Sr. Their children were John, Stacy B., and
others whose names we have no knowledge of.

John Leak married Eosanna Allen, and had chil
Mary Eliza, Martha, John,

dren, — Sarah, Kesiah,
Amy, and Phebe.

Stacy B. Leak married Hannah, daughter of Heze
kiah Adams (2d). Their children were William, John,
Mary Ann, Esther, Achsah, Hezekiah, Abigail, and
George.

William Leak married Catharine Loveland. Their
children, — George, William, Catharine, Mary, and
Elizabeth.
George Leak married Hannah Mathis.
Mary Leak married Joseph Alien, of Bass Eiver.
Achsah Leak married Chalkley Cranmer, and after
his decease she married Joseph Sears.

Phcebe Leak married John Towers, and had one
daughter, Phcebe.
Martha Leak married Eeuben Clark.

The Adams Family.— Hezekiah

tled in

Bass Biver township

Adams, Sr., set
at an early date, and

natives

Charles

Loveland

was a sea-captain,

who sailed a

and Catharine.
Samuel Loveland married and remained on the old
homestead.
His children .were Samuel, Charles,
Sarah, Jesse, Catharine, Jemima, and Joana.
But few who bear the name of Loveland reside in
the township.

Family.—

Joseph Sears was one of
The Sears
Bass Eiver's pioneer settlers. The time he settled in
Bass Biver township is not known.
He purchased a
few acres of land and reared up a home. He was
married twice.
His first wife was Catharine Carter,
who was a granddaughter of John Cranmer, Sr., of
Bass Eiver.

His second wife was Achsah, widow of
Chalkley Cranmer, Sr. His children were John,
Haman, Louisa, Bebecca, Mary, Chalkley O, AVil
liam

O,

and Jesse

E.

Joseph Sears was
water.

Township

Sears.

a sea-captain,

Organization.—

and followed

the

The act of Assembly
the township of Bass Eiver bears date
March 30, 1864, and the description embodied in said
act reads as follows: "All those parts of the two
townships of Little Egg Harbor and
AVashington, be
ginning at a point opposite the mouth of Belangy's
Creek, in the division line between Burlington and
Ocean Counties ; thence running a northerly course
up Belangy's Creek, the several courses thereof, to the
establishing

BASS RIVER
stage road leading from Tuckerton to Bass
Eiver ; thence a northerly course to the point where
the line between the townships of Little Egg Harbor
and Southampton
intersect the boundary line be
tween Burlington and Ocean Counties ; thence along
the said line of said Southampton township to Papmain

poose Eiver;

thence down the same, several courses
thereof, to its mouth ; thence down Mullica Eiver
to division line of Burlington and Ocean Counties, to
beginning."
the place of

Civil List.
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
Levi French, 1864-66,1879-81; Joseph B. Cramer, 180T-C9;Z. M. V.
Mathis, 1870-73; Daniel M. Mathis, 1874-76; Charles A. Cramer,
1877-78; John 0. Mathis, 1882.
TOWNSHIP

CLERKS.

Chalkey C. Sears,1864-65; Nathan Moore, 180G,1808; Caleb J. Mathis,
1807; Joseph L. Hilliard, 1809; Eobert F. McKeen, 1870-82.
ASSESSOKS.
Caleb L. Adams, 1864; Arthur II. Cramer, 1S05-06; Daniel M. French,
1807-GS;Caleb J. Mai hiB, 1809-70; Joseph French, 1871-72; Wil
liam II. Mathis, 1873-81; David R. Adams, 1876-77;Levi French,
187S; Chalkley S. Cramer, 1882.
COLLECTORS.
Thomas E. French, 1864; Daniel F. Sooy,1S65-GG
; Jessie R. Sears, 1807
-OS; Levi French, 1809-70; Joseph B. Lainson, 1877-79; Marl; W.
Adams, 1880-S2.
TOWNSHIP

COMMITTEE.

.

Jesse R. Sears,1804; Daniel M. Mathis, 1S64-07,1880-82; William J.
Falmerteer,1804-05; William French, 1805,1800; ThomasE. French,
1800-08,1870;Chalkley C. Sears,1800-67,1871, 1873-75,1878; Elihu
M. Sears, 1808; P. K. Mathis, 1808-69; John S. Cramer, 1809-70,
1874-75;John 0. Mathis, 1870-71; Isaiah A. Allen, 1871; Hiram E.
French, 1872; David W. Mathis, 1872-75; Joshua Green, 1872-73;
William W. Cramer,1870-78; Benjamin F. Headier, 1870-78;Chans.
B. Cramer,1870; Levi French, 1877; Daniel M. French, 1879j Ricliard S. Bartlett, 1S79-82; Joseph B. Lamson, 1S80; Eli Mathis, 1SS0
-81; William G. Cramer, 1882.
CONSTABLES.
Caleb Mathis, 1804; Charles A. Green, 1865; Joseph Adams, 1800-67;
Joseph B. Cramer, 1868,1878-82; Arthur H. Cramer, 1869-77.
JUDGES

OF ELECTION.

Joseph B. Cramer, 1804,1807; Eli Mathis, 1805-00; William N.French,
1809;John F. Cramer, 1870-72; David It. Adams, 1873; Jeremiah
Mathis, Jr., 1874-77,1882; James E. Cramer, 1878-81.

JUSTICES OF THE TEACE.
Nathaniel Moore, 1864; Joseph French, 1869-70; Joseph L. Hilliard,
1870j Eli Mathis, 1874; Magor Mathis, 1874,1880.
OVERSEERS

OF THE POOR.

TOAVNSHIP.
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of the school

age residing in the district, 323; aver
number of months the schools have been kept
open, 8.4 ; average number who have attended school
during the time it has been kept open, 123; number
age

3; number of female
teachers employed, 2 ; average salary paid male teach
ers per month, $30.18; average salary per month paid

of male teachers employed,

female teachers, $34.07.

Meeting. — The Friends' meeting
house which stood for many years at Bass Eiver Neck,
on the lower road leading from Bass Biver to Bridge
port, was erected about the time of the Eevolutionary,
war by the Friends of Bass Eiver township.
At the
The Friends'

time this church was erected there appeared to have
been a separation between the Friends of Tuckerton
and those of Bass Eiver. The church at Bridgeport
was resigned to the new denomination of Friends, or
Hicksites, as they were called.
The members of the Hicksite branch continued to
hold meetings in their new church for several years,
until many of the more leading spirits removed to
other sections of the county, and the Friends grad
ually decreased in membership until there was no one
left to go to this little church except Lucy Ann Evans,
and on meeting-days she would go to the meeting
house and sit during the usual worshiping hours all
alone, herself being sole minister aud audience. This
practice she kept up until her death, whicii occurred
in 1834.

The Methodist

Episcopal

Church. — Although

the Methodist Episcopal Church is fully a century old,
not a single record of its organization or later prog
ress is extant.
The historian was unable to find out
from the pastor more than the present membership
aud the erection of the present church.
He has,
however, from other sources obtained a few facts re
its early history.
A class was formed at
nearly the period of the Eevolutionary war, almost

garding

the founding of the Friends'
No church building had then been erected,
and services were held in private dwellings in the
neighborhood.
Soon after the class was formed they
contemporaneous

with

Meeting.

organized themselves into a separate body and erected
a church at Bass Eiver, where they continued to hold
religious worship until 1850, when the old church was

Levi Adams, 1864-60,1868; Eli Mathis, Sr., 1867,1869; Joseph Adams,
1872-74; Eli Algar, 1875-82.

deemed inadequate to hold the congregation, which
had increased in membership.
The present church is

Schools. — This township takes its rank among the
first in the southern part of the county as to her
There are five school districts
educational facilities.

a frame structure, situated on the road leading from
New Gretna to Eed Tavern, and cost $2500.
It has a
membership of thirty. The present pastor is Eev.
William Stately.

respectively, — Harrisonville, Union Hill, Bass Eiver,
New Gretna, and East Bass Biver, which are num
bered 104, 105, 106, 107, and 108. The amount of ap

The First Presbyterian Church of Bass River.
— Presbyterian services were first held in Bass Biver

portionment

house of

from State appropriations,
$1414.80;
from surplus revenue,
amount of apportionment
$85.20 ; total amount received from all sources for
public school purposes, $1500; present value of the
school property,

$2800.

Whole number of children

at the house of Capt. Charles

Loveland, later at the
Leaks, by Eev. John Brainard, who
visited this place at an early date. Services were
held in private dwellings and school-houses in Bass
Eiver for many years, and in 1849 a lot was given by
Joseph Cranmer, and the present church was
erected

John
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The church is of
at a cost of two thousand dollars.
wood, and is situated at New Gretna, on the road
The first
leading from Tuckerton to AVashington.
stationed pastor was Rev. AVilliam C. Davis, who re
mained here for several years. The present pastor is
Eev. Albert AVorthington.
(1882)

The present membership

is fifteen.

Burial-Places. —There are three graveyards in
Bass Eiver township, all of which were established
by the different churches where they are located.
The oldest interment made in the township was at
Bridgeport, which was laid out at about the time the
Friends' Meetings were established there. In this
city of the dead lie the remains of Lucy
Ann Evans, who departed this life in 1834. She was
for many years a minister of the Friends at Tuck
ancient

erton.

The Methodist burial-ground at New Gretna was
established many years ago, and contains many old
graves, of whicii nothing stands to mark the last
resting-places of the old pioneers who are interred
there.

The Presbyterian

graveyard, which is located at
Gretna, also contains many graves, with only
common field-stones stuck up to mark the restingplaces of some departed friends.
New

VILLAGES AND HAMLETS.
New Gretna, or Bass Eiver, as it was formerly
called, is located in the southeastern portion of the
township, aud is a small and somewhat scattered
hamlet.
It contains one Methodist and one Presby
terian Church, one hotel, one wheelwright-shop,
one
blacksmith-shop,
post-office, four stores, and a few
scattered dwellings.

The hotel was erected in 1851, by Thomas French,
who carried on the business for a short time, and was
succeeded by Franklin Adams, who purchased the
property in 1856, and has carried on the business since.
Among the early merchants of New Gretna was
John Miller, who carried on the business as early as
1812 for a period of years.
He was succeeded by

William Allen, who carried
period of twenty-five years.

on the business for a
Since that time there
has been a succession of merchants in New Gretna.
The present merchant is Francis French.

Adolphus H. Lansing erected

a wheelwright-shop

in 1856, and did quite an extensive business in the
manufacture of heavy wagons, whjch he shipped to
The wheelwright business is
the Western States.
, still carried on by Mr. Lansing.
Among the early
blacksmith-shops
in Bass Eiver was the one erected
by Caleb Cranmer, who rented it to John M. Cook,
who carried on blacksmithing for several years. The
present blacksmith is Joseph Truax. The post-office
at New Gretna was established in about 1853, with
Franklin Adams as postmaster, which position he
now holds. The office was formerly kept in a store
At the time he purchased
erected by Mr. Adams.

the hotel property it was moved to a building adja
cent the hotel, where it is at present located.
The 'first physician to locate at New Gretna was Dr.
P. K. Hillier, in 1866, who followed the healing art
for several years, and was succeeded by Dr. Stamly
G. Clark, and he by the present physician, Dr. Moses
AV. Eeeves.
a little hamlet situated about two
from New Gretna, in a farming dis
contains one hotel and a few dwellings.

Red Tavern is
miles northeast
trict.

It

tavern

has passed through

The hotel was erected prior to the Eevolutionary war,
by AVilliam Davis, who carried on the business for
several years. In 1816, Eecompense Darby became
the hospitable host, and carried the business on for a
few years. Since Mr. Darby disposed of it the old
many

hands.

In

1853,

Francis Adams purchased the property and carried
on the business until 1855,
which time it has
been closed.

Harrisville

is a small hamlet situated on a branch

of
in
of
in

AVading Eiver, about seven miles from its mouth,
the northern part of the township.
It is the seat
a flourishing paper-mill. This mill was erected
about 1834, by an incorporated company, and was
operated under the management of William McCarty.

This company carried on the manufacture of hard
ware manillapaper for about twenty years, at which
time the company dissolved, and the mill was closed
for a short period.
The present operators are the
Messrs. Bichards, formerly of Philadelphia.
The
number of hands required to run this mill is ten.
The principal shipments are made to New York and
Philadelphia.
Bridgeport is situated on AVading Eiver, in the
western part of the township, and contains one hotel,
post-office, and a few dwellings.
The hotel was first
kept by Joseph Townsend, in 1840, who carried on
the business for several years, and was succeeded by
Eobert McKeen, who in connection with the hotel
opened a store, and carried on the hotel
and store

business until his death, since which time the busi
ness has been conducted by his widow, Mrs. Catharine

A. McKeen.
The post-office is kept by Mrs. Catharine

Keen.

A. Mc

Industrial.—

The principal industry carried on in
Bass Eiver township is ship-building. The first vessel
built at Bass Eiver was the brig " Argo," which was
built about

She was built at Micajah Mathis,
on what is' known as the " Francis
Soon after the building of the " Argo,"
Micajah Mathis built at the same place large
a
sloop
Hope."
called the "
She was designed for the pur
1800.

Sr.'s,

landing,
French farm."

pose of carrying lumber from
Egg Harbor to New
York City. Since the construction of these two vessels
ship-building has been carried on to a considerable
extent at Bass Eiver. The principal ship-yards
at
Bass Eiver are on the Francis French place and
Caleb

Cranmer place.
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The cultivation of cranberries is carried on to some
extent in this township.
There is a great amount of
valuable cranberry soil within its boundaries.
Bass Eiver township is noted for its valuable winter
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Natural Features. — This township contains four
thousand six hundred and seventy-two acres of land,
which in the pioneer settlemeut of this section was
not considered

worth clearing

up for farming

pur

soil was sandy, and considered by the
poses,
How
early settlers unfit for agricultural purposes.
ever, the soil was easy to work and near the city of
Philadelphia, where all kinds of fertilizers could be
purchased at reasonable prices, and with a plentiful
as the

fisheries.

The saw-mill at the head of the west branch of Bass
Eiver was erected at an early date. In 1767 it was
sold by High Sheriff Imbey, and was then called
Eli Mathis,
Baker's mill, probably after its founder.
Sr., was the purchaser of the mill at sheriff's sale, and
during the same year Eli Mathis sold the mill tracti
containing twenty-one acres, and also one-half of the
mill, to his brother, Micajah Mathis, Sr., and it is
probable that these two men sold the mill and the
twenty-one-acre
survey to Ebenezer Tucker, who
owned and operated the mill for many years, until it
was burned by the British in 1778.
Page's saw-mill, as it is now called, was erected by
Ebenezer Tucker, in about 1800. This mill is located
on the west branch of Bass Eiver, and has been in
operation until 1881.
Large quantities of wood, rails, and charcoal were
formerly exported from Bass Eiver to New York and
other cities.

AND

Geographical and Descriptive. — Beverly is one of
Willingboro'
the river townships, and was taken from
It is bounded on the northeast by
township in 1859.
Burlington, on the southeast by Willingboro', on the
south and southwest by Delran, the Eancocas being
the dividing line, and on the west and northwest by
the town

ship:

" Section 1. Ee it enactedby theSenateand GeneralAssemblyof theState
of NewJersey,That the township of Willingborough, in the County of
Burlington, shall be and tho sameis hereby divided into two townships
in the following manner, that is to say: All that part of the said town
ship south of the southerly line of the Burlington and Bridgeborough
turnpike road shall constitute and be known as the township of Wil
lingborough, and all that part lying north of the southerly side of said
turnpike road shall constitute and be known as the township of Bev
erly.
" Sec.3. And be it enacted.That the inhabitants of the township of
Beverly are constituted a body politic and corporate in law, and Bhall
be styled and known by the nameof 'the inhabitants of the township of
Burlington,'
and shall he entitled to all rights,
Beverly, in tho County of
powers,authority, privileges, and advantages,and subject to the same
regulations, government,and liabilities as the inhabitants of the other
townships in said County of Burlington are or may be entitled or sub
jected to by existing laws of this State. . . .
" Sf.c. 5. And beit enacted,That the inhabitants oftho township of Bev
erly shall hold their first town-meeting at the t iwn hall in the city of
Beverly, in said township, on tho secondthird day in the third month
next."
(March)

This act approved March

1, 1859.

' By W. H. Shaw.

has been
and is one
along the
quite level

and free from streams, there not being any that flow
across the township.
The Camden and Amboy Di
vision of the Pennsylvania Eailroad passes through

the township parallel with and about half a mile
from the Delaware Eiver, giving the people in the
two villages and the city of Beverly the best-of facili
ties for reaching the city of Philadelphia twelve or
fifteen times per day. Besides the railroad there are
steamers plying between Beverly and Philadelphia
The population of this township
every few hours.
for 1880 was 3128, and the city of Beverly 1753.
For pioneer settlers, see Beverly City.

is now Beverly township :

CITY.1

the Delaware Eiver.
The following is the act incorporating

of such the soil of Beverly
brought up to a high state of cultivation,
of the principal truck-raising townships
Delaware.
The surface of the township is

Civil Organization.— The following is a copy of
the proceedings of the pioneer town-meeting of what

CHAPTEE XXII.
BEVERLY TOWNSHIP

application

"At the annual town-meeting of the inhabitants of the township
of Beverly, held on the 8th day of March, 1859,the following-named
persons were elected to the several respective offices: Clerk, John P.
McEIroy ; Assessor,Richard F. Wilmertnu ; Collector, Abraham Marter ;
Chosen Freeholder, Samuel C. Deacon; Commissioners of Appeals,
Samuel Perkins, Nathan Crane, Michael Davis; Surveyorsof Highways,
Charles It. Fenimore, Micajah Dobbins; Judge of Election, Henry V.
Fenimore; Constableand Overseeroftho Poor,Edward Swanson; Over
seer of Highway, Job Kimble; Town Committee,John W. Fenimoro,
John A. Warren, Charles Master; School Superintendent, Abel 11.
Nichols; Pound-keeper,John L. Shaw.
" Attest, John P. McElhot.
" One hundred dollars wasvotedfor township purposta."
" Attest, Jou.v P. Mi.ELr.ov, Cl.."

We herewith give a complete list of clerks,

asses

sors, collectors, chosen freeholders, township commit
tee, justices of the peace, and constables from 1860 to
1882, inclusive.
CLERKS.
William C. Stokes, 1800-02; Charles R. Fenimore, 1803; Richnrd S.
Adams, 1804-67;Jacob Perkins, 1868; Samuel Weigand, 1809-70;
J. Ritner Praul, 1871-82.
ASSESSORS.
Richard F. Wilmerton, 1860-63,1805; Peter Powell, 1864; Ellis P. Townsend, M.D., 1806-07:Job Kemble, 186S; R. S.Adams, 1809;William
E. Blow, 1870; C. C. McEIroy, 1871-70; Richard V. S. Perkins, 1877;
Charles K. Vansciver, 1878-82.
COLLECTORS.
GeorgeW, Terkins, 1860-62; Charles C. McEIroy, 1863; Abraham Mer
ritt, 1804-71; CharlesR. Fenimore, 1872-S2.
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
Samuel C. Deacon,1860; Abraham Marter,1861-62,1804-06;Paul Jones,
1803; Abraham Perkins, 1807-69; Edward K. Marter, 1870-73,1875;
Abraham Perkins, Sr., 1874; Franklin P. Jones, 1870-78; Andres
Ridgway, 1879; Davis W. McClellaa, 1880-82.
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COMMITTEE.

— John W. Fenimore, Joseph Adams, Kobert Vansciver.
1800.
1861.—J. W. Fenimore, Abraham Perkins, Joseph Adams.
1862.— Robert Vansciver, Isaac P. Fenimore.
1803.—J. W. Fenimore, Abraham Perkins, Jr., George W. Perkins.
1864-67.—
Charles Marter, Charles C.Lathrop, Micajah Dobbins.
1868.—A Marter, M. Dobbins, Robert Vansciver.
— A. Marter, M. Dobbins, Joseph Adams.
18C9.
1870.—M. Dobbins, T. E. Baldwin, A. Master.
|
1871-72.—A. Marter, M. Dobbins, C. C. Adams.
1873.—A. Marter, Francis C. Perkins, William C. Stokes.
1874.—A. Marter, F. D. Perkins', C. E. Fletcher.
1875.— A. Marter, George W. Perkins, George M. Heisler.
— Edward T. Mathews, A. Marter, Joseph Weyman.
1876.
1877.—John B. Staley, Jacob V. Heisler, Davis W. McClellan.
1878—Charles W. Hunter, D. W. McClellan, William Krim.
1879.—Joseph B. Carter, GeorgeWhitney, "Frank P. Jones.
1880.—F. P. Jones, John F. McCoy, Edwin K. Marter.
1881.—Joseph B. Carter, E. K. Marter, Henry Adams
1882.—F. P. Jones, J. B. Carter, Seth E. Matlack.
JUSTICES

OF THE PEACE.

I860. Tliomas Fletcher ; 1861,John W. Fenimore, Richard F. Wilmerton,
Tliomas Fletcher, Abel H. Nichols; 1862,Philip F. Snyder; 1864,
Peter Powell, Charles R. Fenimore ; 1865,IsaacP. Fenimore ; 1866,
Thomas Fletcher ; 1807,Micajah Dobbins; 1808,Nathan S. Crane,
Joseph Black ; 1809,Abel H. Nichols, Peter Powell, Charles Wolcott; 1870,Isaac S. Forking, N. S. Crane ; 1871,Jacob Perkins; 1873,
GeorgoMcGonigal; 1874,Peter Powell ; 1875,Edward T. Mathews;
1870,William H. Krim, Charles R. Fenimore; 1877,William H.
Krim ; 1880,George Whitney.
CONSTABLES.
Edward Swanson, 1800-07; George W. Fenimore, 1868-69; John Den
nis, 1870; Amos Austin, 1871-74; Cliaiies B. Clark, 1875; Jacob
Kreiner,,1870 to 1881,when ho was electedfor three years.

VILLAGES.
Delanco. —About one-half of the tract of ground
upon which the town of Delanco now stands, com
prising some seventy acres, — that portion lying along

the Eancocas Creek, — was formerly known as the old
Fenimore farm ; the other half, many years ago, as
the Heaton farm, this containing some sixty-four
acres, and lying upon the Delaware Eiver. The first
beginning of the present town of Delanco dates back
On December 18th of that year
to the year 1848.
the last-mentioned portion was deeded by Mr. Abra
ham Perkins, of Beverly, to the Delanco Land Com
pany, composed of James Wilson AVallace, Mr. Thomas
N. Smith, B. G. Mitchell, of Philadelphia, and others,
and by this company surveyed and laid out in streets
and building lots; and upon the river-bank, along
which the company owned a frontage of two thousand
five hundred feet, the first house was erected by Mr.
It was subsequently enlarged and im
AVallace.
proved, and is now the residence of Mr. John

Diehl.

H.

„

Some time prior to this Mr. Eichard AVilmerton
conveyed to Mr. Thomas S. Fletcher a large portion
of his farm upon the Eancocas Creek, and this is said
to have been the first property conveyed by deed under

the State government of New Jersey. Upon this
ground the first dwelling was erected by Mr. Fletcher.
It has since been replaced by a fine residence, and is

still the home of his son, Mr. C. E. Fletcher.

The original name of the town, or that part of it
lying upon the river, was Delaranco, a contraction and
combination of the two names of the Delaware Eiver
and the Ancocas Creek, its old Indian name. The
railroad station erected in 1849 was, however, known
by the name of Eancocas until the year 1855, when it
was changed to Delanco, and in this year a post-office
was first established in the town. The boarding-house
on the river-bank, formerly the residence of Mr.
Abraham Perkins, and subsequently enlarged for its
present purpose, and the wharf were erected in 1850.
After the ground had been surveyed and laid out in
streets and building-lots by the Delanco Land Com
pany, in 1848, the place made but very little progress
until the year 1852, since which time it has steadily
grown to its present size, and it now contains about
one hundred houses, and in 1880 there were four hun
The town has a Pres
dred and fifty-two inhabitants.
byterian and Methodist Episcopal Church, —the latter
built in 1859, and the former in 1873, — a public school
building, hotel, and five stores. The old saw-mill,
built by Mr. Eichard Wilmerton in 1852, on the creek,
is not now used.

In 1866 the town, by an act of the State Legislature,
was designated as a road district, which empowered
its citizens to elect annually three commissioners, to
appropriate a sum of money for the proper main
tenance of the roads and streets, and such other inci
dental expenses as might be necessary.

Along the river-front — one of the finest on the
Delaware, both for situation and extent — a number
of neat dwelling-houses
have been erected. The
bank is prettily shaded with trees along its entire
length and covered with grass, and affords a de

lightful walk or drive, and being cool and pleasant
in summer, offers great inducements to those who de
sire a quiet and agreeable location for a country home.
The view to the southwest is very open and attractive,
the'
commanding a large extent of the river toward
city.

Along this bank, as at other points upon the river,
old Indian relics continue to be occasionally found,
showing that along the shores of the creek and river
in this vicinity must have been the encampments of
the dusky aborigines of the soil, before and during
the colonial history of the country.
Old stone arrowand hatchet-heads still bear testimony to the rude ap
pliances of the Indians, and a
comparatively few years
ago it was no infrequent occurrence to
come across
them. On the Eancocas bank there was dug up in
1878 a human skeleton, evidently that of an Indian,
whicii is still preserved in the hotel here.
One of the most useful and substantial improve
ments made in the town of late years is the fine
draw-bridge, erected at a cost of $50,000, over the
Eancocas Creek, directly connecting it with the
op
posite town of Eiverside, thus
opening a more direct
and continuous route to Camden, a need
long felt,
inasmuch as formerly no conveyance of any kind
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could reach the opposite bank without going over by
the'Bridgeboro'
bridge, some miles up the creek, thus
presenting the highly inconvenient anomaly of having
to go some four or five miles in order to accomplish a
distance of less than one.
It has also a Library Association, occupyihg a very
respectable building, a civil engineer's office, several
builders, stone-masons, plasterers, a blacksmith and
boat-builder's shops, and another wharf upon the
creek.

The railroad station is on the Eancocas, a short
distance above its confluence with the Delaware, com
manding an extensive view both up and down the
creek, which is much admired.
Delanco, from its location, the salubrity of its air
and purity of its water, its thorough healthfulness,

of access to and from Philadelphia by
both railroad and steamboat, is second to no place on
the river in point of attractiveness, and in the induce
ments it offers to those who are in search of pleasant
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old Delaware Eiver, immediately above the city of
Beverly.
The name of the town is derived from
its location along the edge of the water and the

park in the centre of the town covering
about five acres.
It has neither store nor tavern, but
its steamboat and railroad facilities are not surpassed
by any town along the river.
It is connected with
the school district of Beverly.
The population in

beautiful

1880 was one hundred and sixty-nine.
The present
postmaster is John H. Sinnex, who is also stationagent on the Camden and Amboy Division of the

Pennsylvania Eailroad.
Monument Cemetery Association. — The grounds
of this association are located in the north part of
the township of Beverly, within a few rods of the
south line of Beverly City, and on the east side of

and facilities

the road leading to Bridgeboro', and was incorpor
ated under the general laws of the State of. New
AVe herewith
Jersey regulating such associations.
give a brief extract from the records of the associ

and healthful country homes, where may be combined
all the conveniences of a much larger town, such as
churches, a library, schools, stores, and pleasant so
ciety, with enough of the rural element to satisfy

ation :
" This is to certify that Peter Powell, Alexander Kirkpatrick, Joseph

the most ardent lover of rustic charms and pursuits.

Note. — It may interest the
during the war of 1812 Stephen
his vessels, for safe-keeping, up
to a point about where the

reader to know

that

Girard sent many of
the Eancocas

railroad bridge

Creek
now

crosses.

Other Pioneek. Beginnings op Delanco. —
The pioneer merchant of Delanco was Micajah Dob
bins. He was succeeded by H. A. Johnson, who was
followed by George W. Perkins, and Perkins by J. B.
Carter, who is the present merchant in the old Dob
bins'
store, corner of Franklin and Packer Streets.
The next store was that of AV. H. Denight, corner
of Ash and Franklin Streets, where he is at present
engaged in the grocery business.
Amos Singly's was the third store, on Ash Street,
above Franklin.
J. B. Pritchett's store, corner of Buttonwood Street
and Eancocas Avenue, was the next, and then came
at the postMrs. Fanny Johnson's trimming-store
office. X. Schmidt is the pioneer cigar and tobacco
dealer of Delanco.
The pioneer tavern

was that of Henry Kreiner,
near the railroad station, and now kept by John McLardy.
The pioneer blacksmith was A. Whitney,
who worked in the shop now owned by John Eckle.
E. Hamlin is the carpenter, Samuel C. Deacon the
mason and builder, and G. Hartley the boat-builder
The principal occupation of the larger
of Delanco.
part of the laboring class of Delanco is that of fisher
men. Large quantities of fish are caught here, which
find a ready sale in the Philadelphia markets.
Edgewater Park. — This beautiful town, made up
of suburban villas, is situated in the northwest corner
of the township, along the left bank of the historic

R. Praul, Richard White, Charles A. Higgins, William S. Heisler, Wil
liam Levanson, Joseph Weyman, Joseph G. Grayell, Michael Davis,
Abraham Merritt, William Krim, George M. Heisler, Sr., John Levan
son, Jesse A. Jackson, Anthony Burrell, George Raphall, Thomas It.
Sagers, Samuel B. Derixson, Clnisli.in Weyman, and Gabriel Ionian
did meet in Odd-Fellows1Ilall, in the city of Beveily, County of Bur
lington, and Stateof New Jersey, Tuesday evening, Feb. 14,1805,pur
suant to notice, to form an associationfor the purpose of procuring and
holding lands to bo used exclusively for a Cemetery, or place for the
burial of the dead, aud were organized by the appointment of Peter
Powell, Esq., chairman, and Alexander Kirkpatiick as secretary,
*'0n motion, it was unanimously decided that the corporalo name
Association,'
and the number of
shall be 'Beverly Township Cemetery
the trustees to manage tho concerns of the association shall bo nine,
whereupon William Heisler, Abraham Merritt, Joseph G. Grayell,
William Krim, Christian Weyman, Abraham Marter, Joseph R. Praul,
Thomas R. Sagers,and Richard F. Wilmerton were duly electedby bal
lot, and weredivided by lot to serveas follows : For one year, Abraham
Marter, Joseph R. Praul, and Tliomas R. Sagars; for two years, Wil
liam S. neisler, Christian Wcynnin, and Abraham Merritt; for three
years, Joseph R. Grayell, William Krim, and Richard F. Wilmerton.
" It was on motion decidedthat the annual meeting of the associa
tion shall be held on the first Tuesday evening in March.
" On motion, ordered that the trustees be authorized to draw up ByLaws for the government of the association,and present them on the
first Tuesday in March next for their adoption or rejection.
" P£TEtt Powell, Chairriian.
Secty."

"A. Kirkpatrick,

At a meeting held Feb. 22, 1865, it was decided
that the land owned by Joseph Weyman be pur
chased for the said cemetery, and that the money re
alized, to the amount of two thousand dollars, be
paid to Joseph Weyman, and on the 27th of the same
persons were elected
month
the following-named
officers for the ensuing year : AVilliam Krim, presi
dent;

Joseph E. Praul, secretary

treasurer.

April

; Abraham Marter,
10, 1865, an agreement was entered

into with Joseph Weyman for ten acres of land for
the sum of two thousand dollars, aud Juue 26th the
grounds were surveyed and divided into avenues and
lots, and on the 29th of October, 1865, the cemetery
was formally dedicated with the most imposing and
impressive ceremonies.

HISTORY OF BURLINGTON COUNTY,

234

March 3, 1874, the corporate name of the associa
"
tion was changed to Monument Cemetery Associa
tion,"
lot-owners:
when we find the following-named

Peter Powell, Eichard White, Joseph E. Praul, John
C. Henry, Philip F. Snyder, Eichard H. Morrell,
William C. Morton, William S. Heisler, AVilliam
Fowler, Samuel Cook, Alexander Kirkpatrick, Frank
S. Hbvey, John A. Hovey, Abraham Merritt, Eichard
F. Wilmerton, Joseph Black, John W. Fenimore, Jr.,
George Eaphall, Samuel Derixson, M. Jenks Douglas,
William E. Vansciver, Andrew Manderson, John A.
Payne, William Krim, Anthony Burrell, John Thomason, Abraham Marter, Thomas E. Sagers, Joseph G.
Grayell, John Swanson, Bernard Murphy, William
Stevenson, Charles Higgins, C. B. Gregory, AVilliam
S. Lowden, J. Louis Haller, John AV. Meircken, Wil
liam Dwight, Lloyd Vandervere, AVilliam H. Monroe,
John F. AVarrick, Jesse A. Jackson, AVilliam E. Blow,
John W. Letts, Joseph Grant, Lydia Crealy, William
Richardson, Lydia Young, George Heisler, Jr., Joseph
Adams, George W. Heisler, AVilliam Swanson, Gabriel
Inman, George Peters, Samuel Eiley, Eleazer Feni-

Joslin, George AVhite, Abraham Van
Elizabeth
sciver,
Parker, Charles Oliver, Ezra B.
Marter, John Heisler, John A. Warner, Joseph Wey
Whole number of lots
man, and Christian Weyman.
surveyed, 806 ; total number of interments to March
mo're,

Isaac

1, 1882, was 529, which is a fraction less than 33 per
year ; cash in treasury March 1, 1882, $141.87 ; monthly
meetings are held by the association on the last Tues
The trustees for 1882 are "AVil
day of each month.

liam C. Stokes, Henry C. Thompson, John A. Clark,
AVilliam E. Blow, John W. Davis, Charles Troxall,

Joseph AVeyman, Eichard White, and Eichard H.
Morrell; President, Eichard H. Morrell; Secretary
and Treasurer, Eichard AVhite ; Superintendents,
Joseph Weyman, Charles Troxall, and John AV.
Davis.

Coopertown Meeting-House and Graveyard.1—
Willingborough, in the county of Burlington, State
of New Jersey, derived its name from the location of
Thomas Olive, who emigrated

from AVillingborough,

in England, in the early settlement of New Jersey,
and built the first grist-mill in the county of Burling
ton, on a branch of the Eancocas Eiver, known as
" Olive's Mill Creek." William Cooper, the father of
the eminent Fenimore Cooper, married a daughter of
Eichard Fenimore; on the erection of the first house,
" Coopertown."
now the village, gave it the name of
and
his
removed
Later in life he
to Otsego, in
family
the State of New York,, and there established the
Coopertown of that place. More than a century had
passed from the time of Thomas Olive before the
building of a house for worship in the township of
which at that time included the
AVillingborough,
present Beverly and Willingborough. There was a
school-house

near the centre of the township, where
1By Hon. Chall.s Stokes,Sr.
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the people would assemble when notified that a gos
pel minister would meet with them.
On one of these
occasions James Simpson, a ministering Friend, ad
vised the inhabitants to provide a suitable house for

divine worship, where they could meet at stated times
and seek for a qualification to worship in " spirit and
truth,"
in
and that divine goodness would be in their
midst and give strength to perform the duties of life.
The advice thus given met the approval of many
worthy citizens of the neighborhood, and a paper was
prepared and circulated for subscriptions to raise funds
to purchase land and build a suitable house, as set
forth iu the paper, as follows, to wit:
The inhabitants of the northern part of the Township of Willing
borough being about to build a houseto accommodatethem with a place
to meet in for public worship about the three-mile stone on the tollbridge road, and alsoa place to bury their dead,and have subscribedfor
that purposeabout lour hundred dollars. The subscribers, in order to
assist them. in their undertaking, will pay to such persons as they may
appoint to receive it the sums respectively affixed to onr names:
Joseph Smith
$26.00 Asahel Jones
$4.00
glass Abram Poole
3.00
James Sterling
4.00 Abram Vansciver
20.00
Samuel Brook
Uriah Costill
3.00 George Painter
10.00
Joseph Sisom
2.00 John Sprage
2.00
Benjamin B.Blackford
4.00 William Smith
27.00
1.00
Charles Ellis
boards Edward Qneen,Jr
John Hoskins
boards John Rodman
21.00
GeorgeWiegand
30000 John Coxe, Jr.,
W
6.00
20.00 Samuel Emkeegs
Jacob Adams
20.00
Tliomas Marter
25.00 Wm. Woodman surveyed
ground
Michel Marter
10.00
5.00
Abram Kelley
8 00 Joshua Fenimore
5.00
John Martin
8.00 Robert Lucas
25.00
R. & A. Marter
5.00 Joseph Turner
1500
A. Vansciver, Jr
8.00 John Kelley ASons
14.00
Isaac Perkins
16.00 D.Wallace & Coons
5.00
S. Newton & Son
26.00 Hugh Costill
4.00
J. Kelley, Sr., and Isaac...
0.00
Total amount, $261.00.

The right to erect a meeting-house upon the ground
named in the aforesaid subscription list was conveyed
by deed (dated tenth day of August, 1802, and re
corded in Book K of deeds, p. 426, in the office of the
clerk of the county of Burlington, at Mount Holly)
from Charles Fetter and Lydia, his wife, of the one
part, and George AViegand, Thomas Marter, Jacob
Adams, Daniel Newton, Eobert Lucas, Isaac Perkins,

Joseph Turner, Paul Wilmerton, Eichard Heaton,
Abraham
Vansciver (son of William), William
Adams, and John Hammel, all of the township of
AVillingborough, of the other part (consideration or
purchase-money $25 paid by the party of the second
part).
The said party of the first part granted and
conveyed unto the party of the second part and to
their heirs and to the heirs of the survivor or sur
vivors of them, "In trust, nevertheless, and to and
for the uses following, to wit, that the parties of the
second part and their heirs and the heirs of the sur
vivor or survivors of them, shall stand seized and be
possessed
of the same to the interest that thereon
there should be erected a house for the worship of
Almighty God which shall be opened and free to be
used for that purpose for all persons professing and
believing in the Divinity of Jesus Christ and desirous

of peaceably and orderly assembling there for religious
devotion and edification, having first obtained of the
trustees for the time being and for a burial ground

BEVERLY

TOAVNSHIP AND CITY.

and no other uses or purposes.

Provided, neverthe
thirty families of any one denom
ination or any number of families sufficient in law to
less, that whenever

form and take upon themselves a corporate house and
capacity for the purpose of worship in the said meet
ing-house to incorporate themselves agreeably to law
then and thereafter it is the intent of these presents,
the said party of the second part their heirs and the
heirs of the survivor or survivors of them shall stand
seized of the lot of ground, meeting-house and prem
ises to and for the uses of such corporation and their
survivors forever."
Soon after the purchase of the ground for meeting
house and graveyard aforesaid, the trustees named in
the deed aforesaid organized and proceeded to exe
cute the trusts in regard to building a house of wor
ship of Almighty God (as they say), and to apportion
a part of said lot for a place to bury their dead, and
to make regulations for burying the same. The funds
raised by subscription as hereinbefore set forth not
considered sufficient, the following additions were
made, to wit:
D. Horner & S. Lyons
M. Fisher & W. Vauhorn
Richard Smith
John Swirt
Asa Garwood
Benjamin Ridgway
John Kelley, Jr
John Hamniel
Richard Smith
Michael Marter
Jonathan Fenimore
Isaac Jones
Abraham Marter
John Adams
Hezekiah Garwood
James Garwood
Andiew Anderson
Joseph Kelley
Levi Kelley
William Durell
James Kelley
John Swift.-.
John Kelley & Son
P. Fenimore & Sons
Peter & Henry Duval
Peter Banksnn
Abraham Wells
William Wells
Jacob Poole
Charles Fetter
Samuel Perkins
John Vansciver

§3.00
5.50
10.00
8 00
4.00
5.00
4.00
16.00
3 00
1.50
150
1.50
1 50
1.50
1.SU
1.50
1.50
1.50
1.50
2.00
1/0
1 50
2.50
2.50
2.50
2 00
2.00
2 00
1.50
1.50
1.50
1.50

Richard Heaton
Paul Wilmerton
John Fisher & Sons
Pearson Fenimore
John Williamson
William Ma rl in
William Adams
Benjamin Vanliorn
J. P. Rodman
Mitchell & Kelley
Daniel Stockton
James Fenimore
Joshua Fenimore
Bernard Vankirk
A. Vansciver, Jr
Richard Marter
Benjamin Horner
Isaac Kelley
Jacob Coxe
Samuel Lyons
R. Marter & H. Jones
H. & A.Anderson
J. Kelley & W. Durell
John Kelley & Sons
P. Fenimore & Sons
Peter & Henry Duval
Bankson & W. Wills
J. Poole & S. Perkins
Vansciver <fc
Stockton
Fenimore & Vankirk
Marter & Horner

S6.00
16.00
11.00
8.00
2.00
8.00
16.00
10.00
:... 6.00
4.00
1.50
2.00
2 00
1.60
1,50
1.50
1.50
1.50
1.50
1.00
3.00
3 00
3.50
2.50
2.50
50
4.00
3.00
3.00
3.50
3.00

It appears that in about 1806 the meeting-house
was so far built as to admit of meetings for worship
to be held, and the graveyard made suitable for inter
ments. The meeting-house was mostly occupied for
a time by the Methodists, and variously by Baptists
and by Friends. In the interval between the years
1806 and 1835 the trustees discharged their trust con
fided to them to the general satisfaction of such as
were interested, but they had many difficulties to en
counter, and the property was not kept in good repair.
Attempts were made on two different occasions to
become incorporate and take possession of the prem
as authorized by a provision inserted in the deed
ises,

of trust for the premises. This measure not being
approved by many of the inhabitants, the parties en
gaged in the movement quietly and in a Christian
like manner withdrew and erected meeting-houses of
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their own, one near the Coopertown

house, and the
other on ground now known as the city of Beverly.
Circumstances growing out of the occasions alluded
to and other matters occasioned a call of the inhab
itants of AVillingborough
to meet at the Coopertown

meeting-house on the 19th of 12th month,
terms as follows, to wit :

1835,

in

" Notice is hereby given that tho inhabitants of the township of Wil
lingborough will meet at the Coopertown meeling-bouse on the 19th of
tiie present month, 7th day, at 2 o'clock p.m.,to take into consideration
the expediencyof memorializing the Legislature of this Statein favour
of sundry explanations and alterations in the provisions of the deedby
whicii the ground is held on which said meeting-housestand; and gen
erally for such purposesas may appearcalculatadto promotetho original
design of those who aided in the procuring of said ground and building
" 12th mo. 10th, 1835."
the said house.

Pursuant to the aforesaid notice a meeting of citi
zens of the township was held, and transacted the
following business, to wit :
"At a public meeting held at the Coopertown meeting-house on the
19th day of 12th month, 1835,pursuant to public notice given by adver
tisement, Samuel Perkins, Jr., was appointed president and Pearson
Fenimore secretary. On statementof the object of the meeting,that
certain of the trustees to whom the ground on which the said meeting
house and graveyaid were situatedhad signed a memorial to the Legis
lature of this State relative to sorno alterations in the deedsof trust,
whicii they intend to present to the coming Legislature, it was unani
mously agreed that said memorial be read in this meeting, whicii was
accordingly done, whereupon it was unanimously Resolved,That in the
opinion of this meeting the said memorial is iu all things correct and
true, and especially that which represents the views of thosewho con
tributed to the purchaseof the lot and tho erectionof the house. It was
unanimously Resolved,That a copy of tho proceedings of this mealing
be signed by the president and secretary,beforwardedto the representa
tives from this county, with a requestthat they communicatethemto the
Legislature of tills State,and that they will make useof suitable means
to have the subject-placedin a proper light, and an act passedconform
able with the petition of the trustees. Resolved,That Samuel Perkins,
Sr., Samuel Durell, Abraham Marter, Abraham Wilmerton, and Jacob
Vansciver be a committeeto give such further attention to the subject
as may be necessary,etc."

"MEMORIAL.
"To the Legislative Council and General Assembly of the State of

New Jersey, tiie memorial of the subscribersrespectfully represent
"That about the year 1802sundry of the inhabitants of the Town
ship of Willingborough, in the County of Burlington, taking into con
sideration that there did not at that time exist in paid township any
house appropriated to the public worship of Almighty God, and that as
a consequencesaid public worship was greatly neglected,for the remedy
whereof,and also desiring that nothing sectarian should connect witli
the devotion, they united in the purchase of a lot of ground for the
purpose of a common burial-place for the dead,and also erecta house
upon, which should remain free for the use of all professionsof the
Christian religion to worship in without regard to sector nanio.
" With these views on our parts and as we believe on the part of
those who aided in tho concern, a deed was executed by Charles W.
Fetters and Lydia, his wife, for one acre and three roods of land situ
ated in said Township of Willingboreugb in favor of George Wiegand,
Thomas Marter, Jacob Adams, Daniel Newton, Paul Wilmerton, Rich
ard Heaton, Robert Lucas, Isaac Perkins, Joseph Turner, Abraham
Vansciver (sonof William), William Adams, and Johu nammill, all of
the Township of Willingborough aforesaid,their heirs and the survivors
or survivor of them in trust for the purposo aforesaid. Shortly after a
house was erectedon the aforesaid lot, and owing to someinadvertency
or proper want of understanding betweentho contributors and the sur
vivor who wrote the deed a clausewas inserted authorizing any one
denomination of Christians, under circumstances therein named, to
appropriate said meeliug-house and burial-ground to their exclusive
use contrary to tho original design of all the contributors and the uni
form understanding of the whole neighborhoodas we fully believe.
"Your memorialists would further represent that at a recent date,
when the aforesaid clause was ascertainedto be iu said deed,that great
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improvements to the meeting-house and grounds.
This was a new era in the history of the Coopertown
meeting-house and graveyard, and at an adjourned
meeting the committee reported two hundred and
ninety-seven dollars subscribed, when John W. Fen
imore, Samuel Durell, and Samuel Perkins were
appointed a committee on repairs.
The following is
a list of the subscribers and amount of each :
SamuelDnrell
John W. Fenimore
Abraham Maiter
Samuel Perkins
GeorgeWiegand
Jacob Vansciver
Isaac Perkins, Jr
Lydia Fetters
Charles Marter
Thomas Marter
Charles Stokes
Isaac Perkins, Sr
Bichard Marter
Hannah Marter
Philip Richardson
Wortley Horner
William Ogelsby
Hubert Vansciver
Benjamin Ridgway
Abraham Wilmerton
Jacob Hanus
John Durell

$20.00
15.00
10.00
10.00
15.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
10.00
5.00
5.00
8.00
2 00
5.00
4.00
3.00
2.00
3 00
6.00
10.00
3.00
5.00

Abraham Fenimore
G. Wilmerton
Benjamin Ridgway
W. Fenimore
Joshua Fenimore
William W. Burch
Job King
Richard Fenimore
Edward Cox
Hezekiah Garwood
Nathan N.Cole
Capt. S. Perkins
Samuel Wiegand
Jesse Adams
Ainos Adams
Hugh Johnson
GeorgeStockton
Isaac Warner..
William Marter
In treasurer'shands..
D. F. Vansciver
Arthur B. Vonnble

$3.00
3 00
5.00
5.00
5.00
3.00
6.00
5.00
5.00
3.00
5.00
1.00
6.00
5.00
2.00
.50
2.00
200
2.110
6.42
2"0
2.00

$35.53.

The trustees continued to hold their meetings regu
larly ; improvements were made as necessity de
manded, and in 1876 the trustees purchased of Eob
ert Vansciver a lot of land fifty and a half feet wide
and five hundred and sixty-eight and a half feet long,
on the northerly side adjoining their old lot of land,
the funds to pay for it being raised by subscription as
follows :
$20.00I
lfj.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
5.00
10.00
10.00
-5.00
6.00
5.00
10.00
5.00
5 00
5.00
5.00
5 00
2.50
5.00
10.00
5.00

John Mitchell
E. B. Marter
Marcus Heisler
Thomas A. Marter
John W. Marter
Micajah S. Marter
Edwin K. Marter
Abraham Perkins
Johu H. Adams
Abraham Marter
John D Marter
William Richardsou
Tliomas Marter
Charles R. Fenimore
Ellis R. Oliver
John Shedakei'
Peter R. Heisler
Jacob D. Shedaker
John Samson
William W. Samson
William Marter
Josiah B. Pew
Albert J. Shaw
Henry Wiegand

This list amounted
grounds

and fencing

Charles Cross
Benjamin Atkinson
Ephraim Garwood
Abraham Fenimore
Jacob Sansom
D. F. Vansciver
James M. Seabury
Nicholas W. Sooy
Charles R. English
Tliomas A. Richardsou
Sarah Wilmerton..
Aimer Durell...
Isaac A. Vansciver
Thomas M. Austin
Charles Wallace
Cash lor wood
Cash for pnsts
I. P. Fenimore, posts
Isaac Newton, posts
Aaron Dubell, work
Albert Ivins, work
George Wiegand
Peter F. Matson

to $324.22.

$5.00
5.00
5.0O
5.00
5.00
10.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
2.50
10.00
5.00
2.00
5 00
15.90
2.74
10.00
4.00
3 88
5.70
10.00
5.00

The additional

amounted

to $357, leaving a
deficiency of $32.78, which was more than balanced
by sale of lots. The expenses in procuring the pas

of the act by the Legislature, the surveying,
making deed for lot purchased of Vansciver, making
plan of meeting-house, lots, etc., were contributed by
Charles Stokes, Esq., of Eancocas, now deceased.

sage

Delanco Methodist Episcopal Church.— In 1845,
F. Wilmerton owned the farm lying
along the Eancocas Eiver from its mouth to the
railroad, he made a plan for a village and procured
" Delaranco."
a charter for
calling
After
number of houses had been built, and
few families
settled, Eev. William Jeffries, then pastor of the
Beverly Methodist Episcopal Church, visited this
place in 1855 for the purpose of
organizing
society

when Eichard

a

Perkins, Jr., and Jacob Vansciver were appointed to
solicit subscriptions to make all necessary repairs and

in the treasurer's

'

Fenimore,. secretary, and Abraham Marter, treasurer,
for the ensuing year. Eichard Marter was appointed
sexton for one year, or until another could be ap
pointed.
Abraham Marter, Samuel Durell, Samuel

Expenditures up to this
hands of

7, 1838.

a

of April in each year, for the transaction of such busi
come before them. Two of the old
trustees, George AViegand and Isaac Perkins, met in
accordance with the act of the Legislature on the 2d
of 4th month, 1836, and appointed John W. Feni
more, Abraham Marter, Samuel Durell, Abraham
Wilmerton, Jacob Vansciver, and Samuel Perkins,
Jr., trustees. At this meeting Isaac Perkins was
elected president of the board of trustees, John W.
ness, .as might

®I0'nn
3-u0
2.00
2-°0
6.00
2.00
1°-00
5.00
5.00
1-00
2.00
5.00
2.00
1.00
2.00
3.00
1.50
3.37
1.87
6.21

a

act providing for a succession of trustees, which was
granted, and making it the duty of the trustees under
the new act to meet annually on the first seventh day

Fourth month

date showed a balance

Pearson Fenimore
Jonathan Fenimore
Charles Hubbs
Barnet Vankirk
J. H. Fenimore
George Perkins
Daniel Newton
Daniel Newton, Jr
Pete Snyder
Miller Allen
John Shermer.
William Adams
Samuel McEIroy
Paul Wilmerton
Samuel Adams
James Garwood
J. P. Fenimore, for lot
H. B. Allen, work
J. L. Smith, work
Amount of old roof.

it

The previous act of the Legislature not conferring
power upon a succession pf trustees, the serving trus
tees memorialized the Legislature of 1836 to pass an

$5.00
5.00
2.00
5.00
2 00
2.00
1.00
2.00
1.00
1.75
2.00
2.00
1.50
4.50
16.88
50
5.00
3.00
5.00
5.00

it,

contributors.
"Surviving Trustees.— George Wiegand, Daniel Newton, Richard
Heaton, Isaac Perkins, William Adams, and John Hammel."

Jonathan Bowker
Abraham Perkins
Samuel Perkins
William Newton
William N. Stockton
Abner Durell
David Oliver
Thomas Marton
Cash
S. Perkins
Lewis Marter
William Sipler
Paul Jones, for lot
H. W. Buck, work
Lumber and nails
J. L. Shaw, work
Benjamin Garwood
Richard Jones
Daniel Fenimore
Isaac P. Fenimore
Total amount, $164.

and Sunday-school.
Finding quite number of persons who were mema

and general dissatisfactionwas the result; as tho control not only of
the house where they were accustomedto offer up their devotions was
rendered uncertain, but also the ground rendered sacredby containing
the remains of tlieir departed friends and relations were liable to be
placed under the exclusive control of some who might forbid them
entrance.
"And further your memorialists would also represent that we the
surviving trustees,residents of the said township named in said deed,
are far advancedin age,and would be glad to be releasedfrom said trust,
or to have associatedwith us somepersonsof younger years and more
active life, especially as said housegreatly needs repairs and attention
which we cannot conveniently give.
"And further, in our apprehension that portion in said deedwhich
provides for a successionof trusteesis indefinite and very uncertain and
greatly needs legislative aid, for the remedy of which and that relief
may be granted in all the aforesaid premisesyour memorialists make
this application, trusting that in your discretion an act will be passed
answerableto our desiresaud in conformity with theviewsof the original

1
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bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church elsewhere, a
class was formed and Micajah Dobbins, a resident of
the place, appointed leader.

The first session of the Sunday-school was held in
the railroad station house. From there it was taken
to the carpenter-shop of Stacy AVhite, and again re
moved to the basement of the boarding-house of Dr.
Parsons, at the foot of Union Avenue, and subse
quently to the school-house, which was built in 1856,
and to the church in 1860.

In

E. L. Barvis, of Frankford, Pa.,
Mr. Barvis, being an active Sunday-

the fall of 1856,

located here.

school worker, added greatly to the interest and suc
cess of the young enterprise.
During the fait and
winter of 1857-58 a series of meetings were held by
the pastor, Eev. Jefferson Lewis, which resulted in
the addition of twenty-seven probationers
to the
society.

In the spring of 1858, Eev. E. V. Lawrence was
appointed to this circuit, and during the summer the
society was strengthened by the admission of the
probationers into full connection.
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pointments were divided, and Eev. H. J. Zelly sent to
Delanco, who remained till May, 1881, when he re
signed his pastorate, and was succeeded by Eev. E. J.
Gwynn, who remained till the spring of 1882, when
Eev. J. F. Morell was appointed to Delanco.

Official members in 1881 : Local Preacher, Isaac
Hullings ; Exhorter, Andress Eidgway ; Class-Lead
ers, A. Eidgway and N. E. Zelly ; Sunday-school
Superintendent, A. Eidgway; Stewards, A. Eidgway,
W. H. Dobbius, George Annan, Benjamin Kubler,
Charles A\r. Pike, J. AVilson Forbert, J. W. C. Mar
shall, Laura V. Eidgway, and Lizzie Gamble ; Trus
AV.
tees, A. Eidgway, C. H. Ellis, M. Cunningham,
H. Dobbins, C. AV. Pike, B. Kubler, N. E. Zelly, J.
Wilson Forbert, and Lemuel Pike.
First Presbyterian Church of Delanco,— This
church was organized in the public school-house in
the village of Delanco, Aug. 25, 1872, by Eev. A. H.
Dashiel, who preached a sermon upon the occasion,
persons were received by
when the following-named
certificate as constituent members of this church :

was erected at a cost of $1540.50.

AVilliam M. Flack and his wife, Hannah A. Flack,
Church of Philadel
from the Olivet Presbyterian
phia; Elizabeth A. Stults, from the First Presby

1860,

terian

In

the summer of 1859 the present church edifice

In the spring of
Delanco was taken from Beverly Circuit and
Bridgeboro'
annexed to
Circuit, with J. B. Carson as
pastor. He was succeeded in 1861 by Eev. Sutcliff as
preacher in charge, and Mr. AVilliam Zanes, assistant.
Mr. Sutcliff remained during the year 1862, with Mr.
Moore as assistant.

In the spring of 1863 the circuit was again divided,
leaving but three appointments to be supplied by one
preacher, Eev. P. Y. Calder, who remained two years,

and was succeeded in 1865 by Eev. John P. Fort, who
was successful, both as a revivalist and financier, add
ing numbers to the society and making much needed
repairs to the church.
Mr. Fort was succeeded in
the spring of 1869 by Eevs. T. Sleeper and E. Waters,

till the spring of 1872. At the annual
Conference of 1872, Delanco was made a separate
charge or station, with Eev. E. Boggs as pastor, who
Shepremained till the spring of 1873, when Eev. T.
perd was appointed to Delanco, through whose efforts
quite a number were added to>the church.
who remained

In the spring of 1874, Eev. AVilliam Lilly was sent
to minister to this people, and remained till Septem
ber of the following year, 1875, when he was succeeded

Church of Cranberry, N. J. ; Mrs. Mary E.
Elliott, from the Summerfield Methodist Episcopal
Church of Philadelphia; Mrs. Carrie J. Hofford,
from the Presbyterian Church at Beverly; and Fran
cis S. Irwin and his wife, Louisa S. Irwin, from
Spring Garden Street Presbyterian Church, Phila
delphia; and the following persons by profession of
faith : Eobert H. Poynter, Oscar B. Elliott, Arthur
V. Stults, and John Parsons.
The ruling elders appointed at this meeting were
William M. Flack and Francis S. Irwin.
At a meeting of the session held Aug. 28, 1872,
Eev. M. L. Hofford acted as moderator, and entered
upon his duties as pastor of the church, and F. S.
Irwin was elected clerk.
The house of worship belonging to this church is a
neat frame building, erected in 1873 at a cost of three
thousand five hundred

dollars, and is located on the

of Union Avenue and Poplar Street. The
corner-stone was laid with appropriate ceremonies,
and the usual deposits made, Aug. 6, 1873, by Eev.
corner

M. L. Hofford, and the first sermon preached in the
The
on Sabbath morning, March 1, 1874.
dedicatory services occurred Aug. 9, 1874, and the

church

thirtyby Eev. N. A. Macnichol, under whose ministry
During this and the
seven were added to the church.
next year extensive repairs were made to the church

sermon in the morning preached by Eev. John Street,
and the dedicatory prayer offered by the pastor. The

edifice, in the way of adding a tower and bell, finish
ing the basement, improving the interior, and paint
ing the outside of the church, and embellishing the
grounds with shrubbery and an ornamental fence.
Eev. E. B. Lake was pastor of this church in 1877,
and Eev. Noah Edwards in 1878.
Bridgeboro'
In the spring of 1879, Delanco and
appointed
again
and
Eev.
C.
F.
Downs
united,
were
again
of
in
the
1880
the ap
spring
and
circuit,
to the

Hofford, from August, 1872, till April, 1876 ; Eev. J.
J. Eeed, from May to August, 1876 ; Eev. John San
son, from September, 1877, to March, 1879; Eev.
Dykeman, from first of May to last of August, 1879 ;
Eev. John Ainslie, from May first to August last,

evening services were conducted by Eev. M. L. Hof
" The glory of this latter house
ford, from the text,
former."
shall be greater than that of the
pastors
of this church have been Eev. M. L.
The
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K. Donalson, from May to November,
Eev. J. M. Eobinson, the present pastor, com
menced his labors among this people the last Sabbath
in April, 1882.
The present trustees of the church property are
A. V. Stults, president of the board ; Eeed Hunt,
Barsecretary; Jonathan Cottrell, treasurer; Dr.Samuel
nitz, Nathan S. Crane, J. B. Carter, and
Deacon, Sr. Present value of church property, five

1880; Eev. E.
1881.

thousand dollars.

The Sabbath-school

connected with this

church

was organized Aug. 25, 1872, with Francis S. Irwin
The present superintendent is
as superintendent.
A. V. Stults, with fifty-eight scholars, and an average
attendance of forty-five.

Industries of Beverly Township. — Beverly
Cordage-Works. — The original cordage-works at
Beverly were destroyed by fire in April, 1872, and
the erection of the present very extensive .works was
commenced the same year. The main building is of
brick, three stories high, and has a frontage on the
railroad of one hundred and fifty feet, and is fifty feet
wide. The rope-walk extends southerly from the east
end of the main building a distance of fifteen hun
dred feet, being the largest in the world, except that
of the United States government.
The machinery is
driven by an engine of eighty horse-power, which
gives constant employment to fifty persons.
The
average daily production is four thousand five hun
dred pounds of rope and cordage of different sizes.
The firm is composed of Henry Baumgardner, B. G.
Woodward, and Henry K. Baumgardner, under the
firm-name of Baumgardner, Woodward & Co.
The Hosiery Manufactory of T. Birkhead is
located on the opposite side of the railroad from the
cordage-works.
The building is of brick, and the
machinery is of the most approved make for the busi
Mr. Birkhead is one of the
ness, and run by steam.
enterprising men of Beverly, and gives employment
to a large number of persons.
BEVERLY CITY.
The city of Beverly is located on the left bank of
Eiver, fifteen miles from the city of
Philadelphia, and on the line of the old Camden and
Amboy Eailroad. The place was originally known as
" Dunk's Ferry," and during the war with the mothercountry in 1776 this was one of the important points
Here it was that Wash
along the Delaware Eiver.
the Delaware

ington

often meditated upon and matured plans for
some of the emergent movements of his little army
Dunk's Ferry became a
into and out of the Jerseys.

household word, familiar not only to the civilian but
Hallowed memories cling around the
to the soldier.
and his faithful, selfold spot where Washington
sacrificing,

liberty-loving comrades gathered to sliape

But alas,
the destiny of the then young colonies.
alas, vandalism with its ever blighting and withering
hand has left only the outline of the cellar or founda

tion of the old Dunk house.
The old ferry landing
has been entirely obliterated, and in its stead an or
dinary wharf or pier for the landing of passengers

from some of the steamboats plying between Phila
delphia and towns farther up the river. The old

Dunk house stood on the common or square at the
foot of Laurel, between that and Cooper Streets. The
property was subsequently owned by William Van
sciver, who kept a tavern here during the latter part
of the Eevolutionary war and for several years after.
In front of Beverly the river widens with a semicir
cular sweep, giving it at this point the resemblance

of a beautiful bay. The river-bank rises from ten to
Edgethirty feet along the whole front of Beverly and
water, a beautiful little town about a mile farther up
the river.

No more beautiful landscape can be seen in Amer
ica than that which meets the eye of the observer
stationed upon the river-bank near sunset on a sum
mer evening.
The broad sheet of sparkling water at
his feet, looking more like a lake than a river, dotted
here and there with graceful pleasure yachts, gliding
along as their snowy sheets fill with the evening
row-boats moving here and
breeze, the gayly-painted
there, their merry occupants perchance singing some
sweet melody whose notes are wafted to your ear, the
Pennsylvania shore with its grassy banks, neat farm
houses, and dark green woodlands, the masses of
fleecy clouds painted in all their gorgeous glory by
the fast receding sun, — all combined make up a scene
worthy the pencil of an artist.
Beverly is governed under a city charter by a-mayor
and Council, the streets are wide, well shaded, curbed,
and covered with gravel-clay, which gives a fine road
The sidewalks are in good
bed, and are well lighted.
condition.

The water, for drinking and domestic use, is ob
tained from wells, and mother-earth was never kinder
gods"
in her distribution of^this " nectar of the
than
she is to the citizens of Beverly and Edgewater.
There being no underground drainage or sewers, the
rainfalls percolate through twenty feet or more of
gravel subsoil, and reach the spring-veins
as pure,
cold, and sparkling as though bubbling from the sur
face in some woodland dell, and so soft as to render
unnecessary the retaining of rain-water for washing
purposes, to which may be attributed the almost en
tire immunity enjoyed from those musical but trou

blesome pests of nearly all river towns, — mosquitoes.
The climatic and sanitary character of the place is
unsurpassed.

The population of the city in 1880 was 1759.
Pioneer Beginnings of Beverly City.— The land
upon whicii the city of Beverly is located was for
merly owned by Vansciver, Perkins, A\rilmerton, and
Adams.
AVilliam Vansciver owned from below the
old ferry (now the wharf) to the eastern limits of the
city, except about ten acres owned by John Adams
which came down to the river east of Cooper Street,
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F. Wilmerton,. a

and ten acres owned by a Mr.

Eichard

Adams.
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on the east of

descendant of
was also a large land-owner here.

Eichard Fenimore,
His plantation lay southeast of Vansciver's.
Samuel
Perkins, Sr., owned a large farm south and southwest
of Vansciver's, running along down the river. Before
the name of Beverly was given to this beautiful town
that portion of the then hamlet lying west of Cooper
Ferry,"
Street went by the old name of " Dunk's
while
Churchville,"
east of Cooper Street was known as "
from the fact of one or two churches and a few houses
having been built there. The old Dunk's Ferry prop
erty and farm remained in the Vansciver family from
the latter part pf the Eevolutionary war till 1848,
when Morris, Dantz & Co. purchased the property
and had it surveyed into building-lots.
Henry Sei-

bert, of Philadelphia, was also a purchaser of land
here, whicii he also had surveyed into town-lots.
Dr. Pettit was also a large purchaser, and had he
lived to mature his plans Beverly ere this would
have been by far the largest town in Burlington
County.

The pioneer merchant of what is now Beverly City
was Charles C. McEIroy.
His old store was a small
affair compared with the stores of the present day.
It is now owned and occupied as a dwelling by Mr.
McEIroy 's daughter, Mrs. Alice Ellison. Mr. Mc
EIroy was also the pioneer postmaster of Beverly,
The mails were re
having been appointed in 1850.
ceived once a week through the Burlington post-office.
Jacob Perkins, now the popular dentist, was the mailLike all boys, he was fond of riding on horse
back, and a ride to Burlington for the mail was his
Saturday's exercise.
The next merchants were Messrs. Fairlawn & Jen
nings, who kept a store on Broad Street. This was
carrier.

on a little larger scale than McEIroy 's store, and is
now occupied by Jennings.
Marter & Krim were the next dispensers of tape,
sugar, codfish, and silk. ThcirTstore was on the cor
ner of Broad and Third Streets, now occupied as a
cigar-store.
was Daniel M. Perkins, the
of Cooper and AVarren
Streets. John P. McEIroy also kept a store for a
short time in the building at the Five Points now
occupied as a butcher-shop.

The next merchant

present

merchant,

corner

The pioneer coal and lumber dealers were Perkins
They
& McEIroy (Abram Perkins, C. C. McEIroy).
commenced the coal and lumber business in 1840.
After a few years McEIroy withdrew from the firm,
'when Mr. Perkins continued till 1879, when he sold
to F. D. Perkins, the present proprietor of the coal-
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opened a store on Broad Street. He was succeeded
by Dr. Benjamin AVright, who sold to Dr. Soby, when
Dr. Soby moved to Cooper Street. The next drug
store was on Cooper Street, by Ezra C. Tompkins,
who was succeeded by H. C. Van Meter.
Beverly's pioneer bakery was started by
Leeds.
by Haller, who sold to Jacob
William Craythorne en
baker.

He was succeeded
Haufler, the present
gaged in the baking
verted the building

business, and subsequently con
a tavern.
Another bakery
on Broad Street was worked for a short time by Mr.
Snyder.

into

The pioneer boot and shoe store was that of Wil
liam C. Stokes, who was succeeded by E. Longstreet,
the present dealer in boots and shoes.
The pioneer tavern-keeper at what is now Beverly
Skiver,"
was William Vansciver, or " Uncle Bill
as
he was familiarly called.
He kept tavern at the old
Dunk's Ferry House during the latter half of the
Eevolutionary war, and it is positively asserted by
some that he kept here all through that eventful
struggle.

He was succeeded in the tavern business by his son
William, who kept the tavern for several years, the
property remaining in the Vansciver family till 1848.
The next tavern at this place was the large board
ing-house at the foot of Laurel Street, built by Mor
Co.,'
and kept by William Griffith, and
ris, Dantz &
still occupied as a summer boarding-house.
Wil
liam Craythorne

was the next tavern-keeper,

corner

of Front and Broad Streets. He was succeeded by
P. C. Vandercrone, who was succeeded by Henry Herzog, who sold to Eugene
prietor.

Hershoff, the present pro

The pioneer blacksmith was Paul AVilmerton. His
shop was on Cooper Street. He was followed by Isaac
Hultz, on Bridge Street, who carried on the black
smith and wheelwright business.
Dr. AVarren was the first resident physician in Bev
His drug-store and office was on Warren Street.
He died several years ago in Beverly.
He was suc
ceeded by AVilliam Bryan, who was here several years,

erly.

when he was succeeded by his son,

John

AV. Bryan.

Their office was on the corner of Front and Broad
Streets. Dr. Trimble was the next physician, and
was succeeded by Dr. Ellis P. Townsend.
Dr. A. AV. Taylor located in Beverly soon after Dr.
Townsend.
The pioneer dentist was Jacob Perkins,
who when a boy was the mail-carrier between Bur

lington and Beverly.
His office is on the southeast
corner of Laurel and Warren Streets. He was fol
lowed by Dr. B. F. Soby, who keeps a drug-store in
connection with his dentistry on Cooper Street. The

J.

yard at the dock.

first and only -lawyer that located in Beverly was

1873-74, Asa Packer opened a coal-yard at the
railroad station, and soon sold to Oscar Sheldon, who
H. Tom3, present proprietor of the " People's
sold to

P. Logan, in 1881.
The pioneer postmaster at this place was Charles
C. McEIroy, appointed in 1860.
His successor was
John Black, who soon gave place to Abel H. Nichols,
the present postmaster.
The stove and tin-shops at

In

J.

Coal-Yard."

The pioneer

druggist

was

Leinhardt, who
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this place have been James P. Haywood,

Charles M.
Oliver, AV. H. Birkmyre.
Beverly City in 1882. — There are at present in the
city of Beverly eight grocers, three dealers in notions

and fancy goods, two boot and shoe stores, three car
riage manufacturers and wheelwrights, three black
smith-shops, two flour and feed stores, two stove and
tin stores, one undertaker, cordags manufactory, one
hosiery manufactory, one cigar manufacturer, one up
holsterer, three drug-stores, two dentists, four shoe
makers, three taverns, two physicians, and the usual
number of bakeries, cartmen, gunsmiths, masons, car
penters, etc., usually found in a place of this size.
The Beverly Banner is a weekly paper published
here by Perkins & Mehaffy.

Civil Organization. — The city of Beverly was
chartered first as a borough March 5, 1850.
The fol
lowing is the preamble and first section of the act
of the Legislature :
"Whereas, the citizens of Beverly having petitioned the Legislature
for the passageof an act incorporating the said town, as conduciveto
the prosperityof the sameand the preservationof order in the same.
" Section 1. Be it enactedby the Senateand General Assembly of the
Stateof New Jersey, that all that part of Willingborough lying between
the Delaware River and the Camdenand Amboy Railroad, aud extend
ing the distance of half a mile eastwardly from the centre of Broad
Street, in said town of Beverly, and half a mile westwardly from the
centre of the said Broad Street,6hall be aud the s:nnois hereby incorpo
Beverly."
rated into a borough, to be called The Borough of

A

of Beverly was held
for the purpose of selecting three
persons for judges or inspectors of the election to be
held under the new charter, also one clerk of said
meeting

March — ,

of the citizens

1850,

election.
Samuel E.- Fairlamb was called to the chair, and
John C. Sparks appointed secretary.

The meeting proceeded to make a selection by
nomination and balloting in the usual manner for
the following-named persons, viz. :
For judges,
Stokes,
Sparks.

and

Samuel Perkins, Esq., William C.
Michael Davis; for clerk, John C.

The election was held according to the require
ments of the charter on the second Monday in April,
The above-named
being the 8th of the month, 1850.
officers being duly qualified took their seats as judges
The following-named per
and clerks of the same.
sons were declared by them to be lawfully elec
ted to the offices respectively named, to serve the
borough for the ensuing year : Mayor, Abraham Per

kins ; Recorder, Joseph W. Griffith ; Council, Caleb
Perkins, Samuel Perkins, Charles C. Bowen, Samuel
E. Fairlamb, William K. Vansciver, Isaac W. Buck,
and William S. Fenimore ; Treasurer, Charles Mc
EIroy ; Assessor, Michael Davis; Collector, Joseph
Adams; Marshal, Joseph Packer; Constable, John
Kates ; Judge of Election, AVilliam C. Stokes ; Com
missioners of Appeal, Samuel Perkins, Henry Hunterson,

and

John W.

Henry Hunterson

;

Simpson;

Harbor-Master,

Pound-Keeper, James Pittman.

NEAV
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a meeting of the board-elect, held April 12,
Samuel Perkins, Esq., and J. AV. Griffith were
appointed a committee to procure books and station

At

1850,

ery for the use of the Common Council, and at a
meeting of the Council held April 18, 1850, Caleb
Perkins, Samuel E. Fairlamb, and J. W. Griffith
were appointed a committee on rules and regulations,
and

Caleb

Fairlamb,

Perkins, Samuel Perkins, Esqs., S. E.
S. Fenimore, and C. E. Bowen were

AV.

appointed a committee on the expediency and proba
ble cost of erecting a building suitable for a town
hall, school-house, and temporary prison. At a
meeting of the Council held April 26, 1850, the com
mittee reported a set of eleven rules and regulations,
which were adopted.

At a meeting of the Council held May 31, 1850, an
ordinance was passed regulating the width of streets
as follows : Broad Street, 80 feet wide ; Laurel Street,
60 feet; Beech Street, 76 feet; AValnut Street, 40

feet ; Vankirk Street, —• feet ; Locust Street, 30 feet ;
Magnolia Street, 60 feet ; AVarren Street, — feet ;
Cooper Street, — feet ; Bridge Street, — feet ; Per
kins Street, 25 feet; Church Street, 50 feet; Putnam
Street, — feet; Pine Street, 50 feet; AVilmerton
Jennings'
Street, 50 feet ;
Street, 50 feet; Elizabeth
Street, from Perkins to Pine Streets, 40 feet; Sassa
fras Street, 40 feet; York Street, 50 feet; Dunk's
Street, 50 feet; Railroad Street, 20 feet; Bank Street,
— feet; Front Street, 60 feet; Second Street, 60
feet; Third Street, 60 feet.
Also enacted that the
sidewalks of all streets sixty feet wide and upwards
shall be ten feet wide, and from that down to forty
feet they shall be eight feet wide, and under that
width not less than five feet.
At a meeting of the Council held Oct. 18, 1850, pro
posals were received for building a town hall, and
the
contract given to B. S. Fenimore, the lowest bidder,
and June 6, 1853, the town hall was occupied by the
Town Council, having previous to this been convened
at hotels, society halls, and private houses.
The following is a complete list of mayors, record
ers, councilmen, treasurers, assessors, collectors, mar
shals, and constables from 1851, and during the time
Beverly remained a borough :

1851.—Mayor, William Bryan; Recorder, George
McGonigal; Council,
Abraham Perkins, William C. -Stokes,Leonard Sobey,William
C.
Morton, Michael Davis, William S. Fenimore, and Joseph
Adams;
Treasurer, Charles McEIroy; Assessor, Isaac Senueff;
Collector,
Jacob A. Vansciver; Marshal, James S. Caldwell;
Constable,John
Kaites.
1852,-Mayor, John Packer; Recorder, Samuel W. Hnllowell ;
Council
Richard D. McEIroy, Tliomas H. Bancroft, William
Sobey, William
K. Vansciver, Isaac Hultz, Isaac Senneff, and Abram
Vansciver;
Treasurer, Joseph Adams; Assessor,Benjamin S.
Fenimore; Col
lector, George W. IVikins ; Constable,Seth Austin ;
Marshal, James
Caldwell.
1863—Mayor, John Packer;
Recorder, Joseph W. Griffith ; Treasurer
Joseph Adams; Council, Michael
Davis, Thomas H. Bancroft, Wil
liam Sobey,Isaac Sonuelf, Alexander White, Christian
Weyman, and
Samuel Bell; Collector, Joseph T. Packer; Assessor,
Charles C.
Bowen ; Marshal, James Caldwell ; Constable,Soth
Austin.
1854.—Mayor, John W.
Fonimoro; Recorder, William C. Stokes; Coun
cil, William C. Morton, William Hornby, Charles
McEIroy, Abram
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Perkins, Juliti W. Hiles, William Bryan, and Charlea S. Perkins;
Assessor,Alliort T. Durroll; Collector, Abel II. Nichols; Treasurer,
Amos George; Marshal, George McGonigal ; Contractor, Seth
Austin.
1S55.—Mayor, J. W. Fenimore; Recorder, C. C.Warner; Council, John
A. Warner, William Sobey, William C. Morton, John T. Henry,
Hubert Gillis; William F. Prellinger, and John Pagans; Assessor,
Benjamin S. Fenimore; Collector, Joseph T. Packer; Treasurer,
Leonard Sobey; Marshal, Edward Swanson; Constable, Seth
Austin.
183G.—
Mayor, J. W. Fenimore; Kecorder, William C.Stokes; Council,
Juhn A. Warner, William Sobey, Jonathan S. Henry, Able II.
Nichols, John Fagans, Charles C. Bowen, and Charles S. CoatB; As
sessor,GeorgeMcGonigal; Collector, John C. Jennings; Treasurer,
Charles C. McEIroy; Marshal, Philip P. Buck; Constable,Edward
Swanson.
1857.—This year the election is held under a city charter. The officers
arc tho same,except recorder, who is known as clerk; and nine
councilman are elected this year, and subsequentlydrew lots for
terms of years of service, three reliriug each year. Mayor, B. F.
Pine; Clerk, Charles C. Warner; Council, for three years,Charles
U. Bowen, John Packer, and William S. Fenimore; for two years,
John W. Mierckin, Lewis M. Baldwin, aud William F. Prullinger;
for one .\ear, John McMullin, James Adams, and Samuel A.Bell;
Treasurer, John C. Jennings; Assessor, Benjamin S. Fenimore;
Marshal, John S. Vansciver ; Constable,Edward Swanson.
1858.—
Mayor, J. W. Fenimore ; Clerk, Charles II. Peart ; Council, Wil
liam Bryan, William C. Stokes, John A. Warner, and Jonathan T.
Henry, for two years; Treasurer, Abraham Perkins; Assessor,
Abraham Merritt; Marshal and Constable,Lawrence A. Selby.
1S59.—
Mayor, John W. Fenimore; Clerk, Charles H. Peart; Council,
Samuel Perkins, Sr., Samuel M. Johnson, William Hornby, Cbarles
C. McEIroy, ami Charles Hutchinson; Treasurer, Abraham Perkins;
Assessor,George McGonigal ; Marshal and Constable,Lawrence A.
Selby.
1SG0 Mayor, J. W. Fenimore ; Clerk, Charles II. Peart; Council, Jon
athan T. Henry, Samuel Cook, and Abraham Merritt ; Treasurer,
Abraham Peikins; Assessor, George McGonigal; Marshal and
Constable,John S. Ash ton, Jr.
1SGI.—Mayor, William C. Stokes; Clerk, Charles H. Peart; Council,
John W. Ft-nimore, Charles Hutchinson, and Charles C. McEIroy,
for three years; William K. Vansciver, for one year; Treasurer,
Abraham Firkins; Assessor,GeorgeMcGonigal ; Marshal and Con
stable, L. A. Selby.
— Mayor, William C. Stokes; Clerk, Alexander Kirkpatrick; Coun
18G2.
cil, for three 3ears,William Hornby, Joseph It. Praul, William C.
Morton; for two years, Georgo W.Perkins; Treasurer, Abraham
Perkins; Assessor, Joseph G. Grayell; Marshal and Constable,
Edward Swanson.
18G3.—
Mayor, John W. Fenimore; Clerk, Cbarles H. Peart; Council,
William S. Heisler, Martin L. Hofford, Jonathan T. Henry, and
Thomas R. Sager; Treasurer, A. Perkins ; Assessor, J. G. Grayell ;
Marshal and Constable,Josiah Grant.
— Mayor, Peter Powell; Clerk, Alexander Kirkpatrick; Council,
18U4,
Eichard II. Morrell, Philip F. Snyder, Bichard White, and to fill
vacancy,Nathan Sharp ; Treasurer, A. Perkins; Assessor,William
L. Peterson; Marshal and Constable,David Scott.
18G5.—
Mayor, Richard D. McEIroy; Clerk, D. P. McGonigal; Council,
William Hornby, William Stevenson, George W. Perkins; Treas
Peterson;'
Marshal and
urer, A. Perkins; Assessor, William L.
Constable,William Swanson.
1SGG.—
Mayor, R. D. McEIroy ; Clerk, D. P. McGonigal ; Council, Jona
than T. Henry, Charles Hutchinson, Charles C. McEIroy, and for
two years, Reuben P. Haines; Treasurer, A. Perkins; Assessor,
George McGonigal; Marshal and Constable,William Swanson.
1867.—Mayor, GeorgeMcGonigal ; Clerk, T. D. Perkins ; Council, Sam
uel V. Derickson, James E. Bell, and George-S.Peters; Treasurer,A.
Perkins ; Assessor, John W. Fenimore ; Marshal and Constable,
William Swanson.
1868.—Mayor, Philip F.Snyder; Clerk, Jacob L. Peterson; Council,John
W. Adams, John C. Jennings, and Samuel Cook; Treasurer, Richard
White; Assessor,W. L. Peterson; Marshal and Constable, Benja
min H. Vansciver.
18G0.—
No record of election.
1870.—Mayor, Albert Flanders; Clerk, William K. Vansciyor; Council
for three years, William Hornby, William Stevenson,and William
C. Stokes ; for two years, Ezra C. Tompkins ; for one year, Charics
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H. Oliver; Treasurer, Richard White; Assessor,Henry H. Perkins;
Marshal and Constable,Amos Austin,
— Mayor, Abel H. Nichols; Clerk, a tie voteat election,and Joseph
1871.
L.Simmons elected by the Common Council; Council, F. D. Per
kins, H. B. Holbrook, and Robert Clarkson; Treasurer, Richard
White; Assessor,W. L. Peterson; Marshal and Constable, Amos
Austin.
1872.—Mayor, A. H. Nichols; Clerk, Joseph H. Brltton; Council, Abra
ham Terkins, Anloine Spellerberg, Henry Knowles; Treasurer,
Richard White; Assessor,II. H. Pi-rkius; Marshal and Constable,
Amos Austin.
1873.—
Mayor, William C. Stokes; Clerk, Joh 11L. Morrill ; Council, Rich
ard White, Richard H. Morrill, Benjamin Young; Treasurer, John
H. Phillips; Assessor,GeorgeMcGonigal; Marshal and Constable,
Nelson Fish.
1874.—Mayor, William C. Stokes; Clerk, Joseph II. Britton; Council,
John E. Diehl, Henry B. Holbrook, Francis P. Perkins; Treasurer,
John H. Phillips, M.D.; Assessor,George McGouigul; Marshal and
Constable,Albert Ivins.
1875.—
Mayor, Robert Claikson ; Clerk, Elias Longstreet; Council, E. M.
Stevenson,Charles II. Peart, John C. Jennings, for three years,and
James I). Fish for two years ; Treasurer, Benjamin Franklin Soby;
Assessor,GeorgeMcGonigal.
1876.—Mnyor, Robert Claikson; Clerk, Elias S. Longstreet; Council,
William C. Stokes, J. A., Raj bold, Jacob Perkins ; Treasurer, John

II. Phillips; Assessor,GeorgoMcGonigal.

1577.—Mayor,
; Clerk, E. S. Longstreet; Council, Theodore C.
Herbert, William A. Austin, James B. Erwin ; Assessor,George Mc
Gonigal ; Treasurer, John II. Phillips; Cliosen Freeholder, Richard
H. Morrill.
— No record.
1878.
1879.—
Mayor, Washington Bastian; Clerk, E. S. Longstreet; Council,
Turner Birkhead, William C. Johnson, William Earp; Treasurer
aud Collector,James V. Roberts; Assessor,Charles B. Clark ; Chosen
Freeholder, William H. Bickmire.
1880.—Mayor, John E. Diehl; Clerk, E. S. Longstreet; Council, Rich
ard White, Richard H. Morrell, Joseph II. Warner ; Assessors,Gar
rett D. Logan ; Collector and Treasurer, Charlea II. Peart ; Chosen
Freeholder, Edward S. McEIroy.
1881.—
No record.
1882.—Mayor, Abel n. Nichols; Clerk, Joseph H. Britton; Common
Council, three years,Turner Birkhead, William C.Johnston, Anton
Spellerberg; Common Council, one year, Edward II. Martin, Wil
liam Hornby ; Treasurer and Collector, Luther W. Perkins; Asses
sor, Adolphus H. Perkins; Chosen Freeholder, .Joseph II. Toms;
Justice of the Peace,Joshua W. Roberts; Commissionersof Appeal,
Edward J. Thomson,James Lay, Abraham Marter; Judge of Elec
tion. John W. Davis; Inspectors of Election, Frank Hunter, Walter
Perkins.

Societies and Corporations.— Joseph R. Ridg
21, G. A. R., was mustered into the
service of the Grand Army, May 23, 1879, at Beverly,
N. J., by order of Department Commander Samuel
Hufty. The following-named
comrades were mus
tered as charter members: W. H. Zimmerman, Wil
liam C. Stokes, Washington Bunting, Jacob Hanfler,
Nelson Fish, Frank M. Parezo, Joseph H. Toms,
Abel H. Nichols, Michael Davis, John K. Haffy,
William Swanson, John W. Davis, Moses H. Kiple,
Stafford W. Atkinson, Richard S. Adams, W. A.
Howard Chipman, and Napoleon B.
Goldsmith,

way Post, No.

Adams.

The following-named comrades were the first offi
of this post: C, William C. Stokes ; S. V. C., W. H.
Zimmerman ; J. V. C, Thomas Smick; Adjt., Michael
W. Davis; Q.M., A. H. Nichols; O. D., Frank M.
Parezo; O. G., John W. Davis; Chap., Howard
Chipman; O. G., B. H. Vansciver; I. G., Nelson
Fish.
The regular meetings of this post are held on
cers
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Thursday evening of each week in Eidgway Hall,
corner of Broad and Warren Streets.
The building in which the-hall is located was for

merly owned by the Baptist Church, and used as a
place of worship. ' Upon the erection of the present
Baptist Church the building was sold to the Roman
Catholics, who in turn occupied it as a place of wor

ship for a few years, and Dec. 21, 1881, sold it to
Ridgway Post, G. A. R., when it was converted into a
hall for the use of the post.
The present membership of the post is 72. The

of the post have been William C.
Stokes, John W. Davis, Howard Chipman, and W. H.
Zimmerman.
The present officers are W. H. Zimmerman, C. ;
Commanders

William
William
Chap. ;

Kimble, S. V. C. ; Joseph Abel, J. V. C. ;
C. Stokes,
Q.M. ; William
Goldsmith,
Richard S. Adams, Adjt. ; Thomas Smick, O.

William Swanson, 0. G. ; James Ross, O. G. ;
George McMullin, I. G.
Beverly Lodge, No. 95, I. O. 0. F.1 — Instituted
May 25, 1849. Charter members: Charles C. Bowen,
withdrew from Washington Lodge, No. 2, Pa. ; David
Jackson, withdrew from Washington Lodge, No. 2,
Pa.; Hiram Sweet, withdrew from Gen. Marion
Lodge, Nn. 6, Pa. ; Charles Jones, withdrew from
Mount Holly Lodge, No. 19, N. J. ; Daniel Newton,
withdrew from Chosen Friends Lodge, No. 29, N. J. ;
D.

;

Isaac Smyth, withdrew from Lancaster Lodge, No. 67,

Pa. ; Michael Davis, withdrew from Oriental Lodge,
No. 113, Pa. ; William C. Stokes, withdrew from
Fourth of July Lodge, No. 144, Pa.; David S. Coverdale, withdrew from Fourth of July Lodge, No. 144,
Pa. ; Isaac W. Buck, withdrew from Fourth of July
Lodge, No. 144, Pa. AVilliam C. Stokes is the only
charter member living.
The first officers were Michael Davis, N. G. ; Daniel
Newton, V. G. ; Isaac Smyth, R. S. ; Charles C. Bowen,
A. S. ; Hiram Sweet, Treas.
Davis,*
Past Grands : Michael
Daniel Newton,*
Smyth,*
Coverdale,*
David S.
Isaac
Isaac W. Buck,*.
Abel
H.
Nichols, Charles C.
Isaac P. Fenimore,
Frates,*
Bowen,*
Frances De
William C. Stokes, Wil
M.D.,*
John Fagan, Samuel Wiegand,
liam Bryan,
Buck,*
H.
Peart, Henry C.
Charles
Frances D. Per
kins, Ellis R. Oliver, Peter C. Vondercrone, Henry
Venable, Charles Severs, William E. Blow, Thomas
Daniel Severs, Isaac W.
Haslam, John Laugginger,
Wells,*
J. Louis Haller, Richard D.
Hullings, Charles
Jenkins, Daniel Stockton, William Shade, J. Ritner
Praul, Amos W. Austin, Jacob Perkins, Joseph L.
Simon, John W. Davis, Edward Fadin, R. Frank
Hadley, Clement C. Adams, Franklin P. Jones, James
Lay, Charles R. Fenimore, Joseph H. Toms, J. Wes
Adams,*
Josiah Grant, Thomas W. Stockton, Nes
ley
tor M. Frye, John A. Cook, William Swanson, Mica
jah S. Marter. (Those marked * are
deceased.)
1 By

J.

Eitccr fiiml.

The present officers are Charles B. Clark, N. G. ;
Joseph B. Forker, V. G. ; J. Ritner Praul, R. S. (held
the position since March, 1869) ; Franklin P. Jones,
P. S. ; Francis D. Perkins, Treas. (held the position
since March, 1866).
The hall was purchased June 15, 1867, which build
ing had been used as a Methodist Episcopal Church.
After the purchase an addition was added, making it
At the time of purchase the follow
as large again.
ing persons composed the board of trustees: J. Ritner
Praul, Charles H. Peart, Isaac Hullings, William S.
Heisler, and James E. Bell. To negotiate in the
purchase, Francis D. Perkins and William Shade
were appointed to act with the board, and the latternamed person, together with J. Ritner Praul, were
active ones in the buying, etc.
Total number in membership, Jan. 1, 1882, seventyeight.

Mystic Lodge, No.

P.2 — Instituted Dec.
Joseph
Charter members:
Weyman, Frank
8, 1869.
lin P. Jones, Isa<ic Hullings, J. Ritner Praul, Albert
S. Wiegand, Thomas W. Stockton, Alvin B. Collins
(deceased), Joseph K. Buzby, James D. Fish, James
Lay, Edmund Bl. Stevenson, R. Frank Hadley, George
W. Perkins (deceased), B. Franklin Perkins, Richard
V. S. Perkins, Joseph H. Toms, George A. Bancroft,
William S. Stokes, Abraham S. Marter, Charles H.
Oliver (deceased), William Shade, Jacob Perkins.
The first officers were: V. P., Joseph Weyman;
W. C, Franklin P. Jones; V. C, Isaac Hullings;
R. S., J. Ritner Praul; F. S., George A. Bancroft;
Banker, Charles H. Oliver; I. S., E. M. Stevenson;
0. S., William Shade ; Attendants, Thomas W. Stock
ton and R. Frank Hadley.
Past Chancellors: Joseph Weyman, Franklin P.
34,

K. op

J.

Ritner Praul, Jacob Perkins, George A.
H. Oliver (deceased), Joseph K.
Buzby, Jonathan W. Atkinson, James Lay, Daniel
Stockton, Harry Merritt, Thomas C. Gillis, Garret D.
Logan, Samuel R. Freas, Elias S. Longstreet, Josiah
Grant, John Laugginger. S. Budd Perkins, William
A. Austin, J. Herbert Henry, George W. Kennard,
Charles C. Butter, Walter Perkins, Charles S. Wil
Jones,

Bancroft,

Charles

merton.

Jan.

officers'

titles changed, as follows:
Patriarch, changed to Prelate; Worthy
Chancellor, changed to Chancellor Commander; ViceChancellor, no change; Worthy Guide, changed to
Master-at-Arms; Recording Scribe, to Keeper of
Records and Seal ; Financial Scribe, to Master pf Fi
nance ; Banker, to Master of Exchequer; Inner and
Outer Stewards, to Inner and Outer Guards.
Present officers: C. C, John A. Foster; V. C, Wm.
E. Swanson ; P., John W. Smith : M. at A., J. Her
bert Henry ; K. of R. and S., J. Ritner Praul ; M. of F.,
Charles C. Butler; M. of E., Garret D. Logan; I. G.,
Charles S. Wilmerton ; O. G., George W. Kennard.
1, 1873,

Venerable

2 By

J.

Ritacr Trnul.

BEVERLY TOWNSHIP AND CITY.
Meets Wednesday evening each week at I. O. O. F.
corner of Bridge and Putnam Streets, Beverly

The parish has various agencies for work, as a
guild, organized December, 1877, an employment

Beverly

society (to give sewing to needy women), a night
school free to all, and a sewing-school for girls.
A
free reading-room was opened in the winter of 1881.

Hall,

City.

Total in membership, Jan. 1, 1882, thirty.
Lodge, No. 107, F. and A. M.1— Con
stituted Feb. 11,1870.
Charter members: Ezra C.
Tompkins, Vineland Lodge, No. 69, F. and A. M. ;
Henry B. Holbrook, Vineland Lodge, No. 69, F. and
A. M. ; Ellis P. Townsend, Burlington Lodge, No.
E. Blow, Burlington
32, F. and A. M. ; William
Lodge, No. 32, F. and A. M. ; Joseph L. Simon, Bur
lington Lodge, No. 32, F. and A. M. ; Charles H.
Oliver, Burlington Lodge, No. 32, F. and A. M. ; Rev.
William Margerum, Harmony Lodge, No. 13, F. and
A. M. ; David L. Baumgardner, Columbia Lodge,
No. 286, F. and A. M., Pa. First Officers : Ezra C.
Tompkins (deceased), W. M. ; Ellis P. Townsend,
S. W. ; Henry B. Holbrook, J. W.; William E. Blow,
Sec. ; Joseph L.
Treas. ; David L. Baumgardner,

S. D. ; Charles H. Oliver (deceased), J. D. ;
Ritner Praul, S. M. C. ; Alonzo W. Johnson (de

Simon,

J.
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M. C. ; John Laugginger, Tyler. Past
Ezra C. Tompkins (deceased), Ellis P.
Joseph L. Simon, Edward Fadin, J.
Townsend,
Fletcher Street, Charles H. Peart, Henry K. Baum
gardner, Charles E. Martin, William J. White, Wal
ter H. Davis, demitted as a Past Master from Vineland Lodge, No. 69, F. A. M., of Vineland, N. J.
Present Officers, 1882 : Elias S. Longstreet, W. M. ;
Addison W. Taylor, S. W. ; Joseph H. Britton, J. W. ;
William F. Blow, Treas.; J. Ritner Praul, Sec;
David G. Baird, S. D. ; Herman A. Stees, J. D. ; Al
fred T. Perkins, Franklin P. Jones, M. of C. ; Luther
W. Perkins, John K. Vallance, Stewards; H. K.
P. M., Chap.; John Laugginger,
Baumgardner,
Tyler. Trustees : S. Ritner Praul, Charles H. Peart,
P. M. Joseph H. Toms. Total in membership, Jan.
The lodge meets Monday even
1, 1882, thirty-nine.
Odd-Fellows' Hall,
ing on or before full moon, at
J.
Beverly, N.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church.2— This parish
The corner-stone of a frame
was organized in 1837.
building was laid Oct. 3, 1837, by Rev. Jehu Jones.
ceased),

Masters:

the completed structure was consecrated by
The corner-stone of
Bishop Doane, Dec. 7, 1837.
of stone was laid in 1852, and
a second church
completed and consecrated ; an addition to this was
made in 1870, and in 1877 the whole edifice was
renovated, improved, and beautified, and reopened
and

December, 1877, by Bishop Scarborough.
The first minister in charge was Rev. J. Jones.
The present rector is Rev. P. W. Stryker, who was
called to the parish September, 1874.
Present number of communicants, one hundred and
sixty. Superintendent of Sunday-school, Rev. P. W.

Stryker;

assistant

superintendent,

number of Sabbath-school
dred and forty-five.
1 By
16

J.

RitDer Praul.

M. B. Perkins;

scholars, about one hun

2 By Rev. P. W. Stryker.

There are two missions in charge of the parish, and
where services are held every Sunday.
Baptist Church.8 — Early in the month of January,
1851, the members

of several distant Baptist Churches

residing in and near Beverly, finding it inconvenient
or impossible to attend their respective places of wor
ship, held a meeting to consulton thepropriety of unit
ing and forming a new church. It was then decided
to hold another meeting on the tenth day of the fol
lowing month, February, and to invite several of the
surrounding churches to send their pastors and one
or two lay members to sit in council with them. The
churches having responded, the delegates met at the
time appointed, and a council was organized by choos
ing Rev. J. M. Challis, president, and Rev. S. C.
After mature deliberation, it was
Sproul, clerk.
unanimously agreed that the bretheren calling the
council ought to take upon themselves the form and
responsibilities

of an independent

Baptist

Church.

church covenant and article of faith and discipline
having been previously prepared in anticipation of

A

such a decision, the following-named
persons, having
received letters of dismission from their respective
churches, came forward and signed them, viz. : John
W. Fenimore and Ann, his wife, John L. Shaw, Mary
Kelly, Isaac P. Fenimore, Benjamin S. Fenimore and
Rebecca, his wife, Matilda Wilson, George W. Mer
ritt and Emiline, his wife, Mary Durell, and Albert
H. Nichols. John W. Fenimore was chosen deacon
The
and treasurer, and Albert H. Nichols, clerk.
usual religious services on such occasions then fol
lowed. Rev. J. L. Burrows, of Philadelphia, preached
the sermon, Rev. S. C. Sproul, of Bordentown, ad
dressed the church, and Rev. W. H. Parmly, of Bur
lington, gave them the hand of recognition and wel
Their
come into the family of Baptist Churches.
twentyfirst place of worship was a frame building
five by 'fifty feet, standing on the northwest corner of
Broad and Warren Streets. It was formerly occupied

It was at first rented, but after
as a school-house.
wards purchased by the church, and continued to be
occupied by them until November, 1857, when they
sold it to the Roman Catholics, and moved into the
basement of their new meeting-house, which had been
several years in the course of erection, but not yet
finished. After a long struggle, with the generous aid

of outside friends, this was finally accomplished, and
on the 13th day of June, 1867, it was solemnly dedi
cated to the worship of God. The dedication sermon
was preached by Rev. Dr. Jeffry, of Philadelphia,
and the charge to the church was given
Thomas Davis, pastor of the church.
8 By Peter Powell.

by Rev.
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This house is a substantial brick building, fifty feet
front by seventy deep, and stands on the west side of
The
Broad Street, in about the centre of the city.
audience-room will seat about two hundred and fifty
people. It has a baptistery for the immersion of can
The base
didates, and an organ for the worshipers.
ment is divided into three apartments, two of which
purposes, each being fur
are used for Sunday-school
nished with an organ.

The following are the names of the ministers who

have served the church as pastors since its organiza
tion, with their respective time of service : 1st, Edwin
C. Brewer, from July 15, 1851, to March 15, 1852 ; 2d,
George G. Gleason, from May 1, 1852, to Nov. 1,
1855 ; 3d, George Mitchell, from the 1st of December,
1855,

to the 1st of December, 1857 ; 4th, Enoch M.
from 1st of February, 1858, to 1st of January,

Barker,

S. Miller, from May 15, 1862, to
May 15, 1863 ; 6th, Thomas Davis, from Feb. 1, 1865,
to June 1, 1868 ; 7th, William Swinden, from Nov. 15,
1860 ; 5th, Samuel

1868,

to

April

15,

1872; 8th, Kelsey

May 1, 1872, to April
Fletcher, from July 1,

Walling, from

1878; 9th, D. Sheldon
1879, to Sept. 1, 1880 ; 10th,
Edgerton Raymond, from Sept. 1, 1880, to March
twenty1, 1882. Whole time of pastoral service of all,
years
eight
four
and
months.
The church is now
without a pastor. Present number of members, sixty1,

J.

The officers are James L. Kemble, John
Hughes, and Charles A. Higgins, deacons ; Charles
A. Higgins, treasurer; and Peter Powell, clerk. The
value of church property is about eleven thousand
three.

dollars.
A Sunday-school

with the
of
scholars, sixty ; teachers, ten ; volumes in library,
two hundred ; superintendent, A. S. Porter.
Young Men's Christian Association. — Subsequent
to the organization of the " Young Men's Christian
Association"
the subject of a hall was discussed, and
it was decided to build a hall suitable for the work
ings of the association.
A lot on Cooper Street, below the Five Points, was
purchased of C. Weyman in 1869, and a suitable onestory frame building erected, costing four thousand
dollars, now known as the "Young Men's Christian
church

has been
from its organization.

connected
Present

number

Association Hall."
The regular meetings of the association
on Friday evenings of each week.

are held

The Beverly Presbyterian Church.1— One of the
historic landmarks of Beverly is the little grocerystore situated upon the west side of Cooper Street,
depot and the "Five
Patched and paintless, in its best days un
pretentious, and at the present day unsightly, the low
frame building is to very many the centre of sweet
midway

Points."

between the railroad

and hallowed memories.
Two of the
of the city look back to this spot as their

associations
churches

birthplace and the home of their infancy.
Beneath
its roof have stood the altar of the Episcopalians
and the pulpit of the Presbyterians.
The building served as a Presbyterian place of wor
ship for a period of twenty years, extending from the
organization

of the church, Nov. 29, 1853, until its
removal in the fall of 1873 to the building which it
now occupies.
The following persons constitute the
original membership of the church : John A. Warner,

Elizabeth Warner, William Soby, Lydia Soby, Ben
jamin Hunt, Catherine
Hunt, Jos. Casner, Eliza
Casner, Lydia Blackwood, Abigail Sprague, Harriet
G. Payne, Harriet G. Boyter.
An early and successful endeavor was made to ob
tain the ministerial services of Rev. Charles Boyter.
As stated supply, he spent six years of faithful and

fruitful labor in this field, securing the stability of the
infant church, and training it for future usefulness.
Since the close of his work in 1859 the following
clergymen have been his successors in this ministry:
Rev. Charles R. Bliss, pastor, April, 1859, to No
vember, 1861.
Rev. Henry Budge, stated supply,

May,

Rev. P. C. Headly, stated supply,

April,

1862, to

July,

1863,

to

1865.

Rev. D: G. Mallery, pastor,

July,

1865,

to

April,

1868.

George B. Peck, stated supply, December,
to
1868,
August, 1869.
Rev. Charles E. Lord, stated supply, August, 1869,
to April, 1871.
Rev.

Rev.

A. H. Fullerton, pastor, May,

1871,

to Au

gust, 1872.
Rev. J. H. Mcllvaine,

pastor, November, 1872, to
October, 1879,
Rev. G. H. Duffield, pastor, February, 1880.
As the labors of these servants of Christ were
blessed, and the membership of the church multiplied
and its financial strength increased, the desire was
awakened for a more commodious and attractive place
This wish was ultimately gratified in
the erection of the graceful Gothic church, which
with its adjoining chapel occupy a most desirable lo
cation upon the north side of Warren Street, just east
of the city limits. The congregation first worshiped
in this building during the pastorate of Rev. J. Hall

of worship.

Mcllvaine, the corner-stone being laid in September,
1872, the dedication services being celebrated in De

cember, 1873.
The church property is now valued at twenty thou
sand dollars, and is free from all incumbrance, with
the exception of an insignificant mortgage upon the
chapel.
The church's roll contains the names of one
hundred and seventy-four members.
Two Sabbath-schools are connected with the church
—the church school, which meets in the chapel
every
Sabbath

' By Rev. G. H. Duffleld.

April,

1863.

afternoon, and the mission school which
holds its sessions at the same hour in a rented
room

BEVERLY TOWNSHIP AND CITY.
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corner of Broad and Front Streets.
Mr. William Soby, one of the founders of the church,
was the first superintendent.
This office is now held
by Mr. H. B. Carpenter, one of the members of the
Session. The registers of the two schools contain the
names of two hundred and five pupils, while the
class-books show an average attendance of one hun

along said railroad to the Beverly and Mount Holly
turnpike ; thence southwardly along said turnpike to
the Burlington and Camden turnpike ; thence north

dred and forty-one.

By an act of the Legislature of this State, approved
Feb. 14, 1872, school district No. 16 was authorized
to borrow the sum of $20,000, for the purpose of erect
ing suitable school buildings for the district.
Previous to this, 1870-71, the basement of the City

on the northwest

Connected with the church
are the following
benevolent agencies : the Ladies' Foreign Missionary
Society, which fosters an interest in this branch of
church work by monthly prayer-meetings, and by an
annual contribution to some specific object in the
foreign field ; the Ladies' Home Missionary Society,
which prepares annually boxes of household neces
saries for the needy Christian workers of our own
land ; the Ladies' Aid Society, which lends a helping
hand to whatever want of the church seems at the
time most urgent; and the Dorcas Society, which
carries to the destitute families of the town the gospel
materialized into coal, provision, and clothing.
None of the sittings in this church are rented, its
financial support consisting entirely of the free-will
offerings of its members, which are presented in en
This plan,
velopes, and collected at every service.
adopted when the congregation took possession of
their new church building, has proved, during the
ten years of its constant operation, to be frictionless
in working and eminently satisfactory in results.
Beverly Methodist Episcopal Church.1— The so
ciety long ago was organized in Beverly, but was in
corporated in May, 1849.
Soon after a church edifice
was built on Bridge Street. In this church they wor

till 1869. In 1859, Preston Bishop, by direc
tion of the trustees of said church, entered into nego
tiations for the purchase of a lot on Warren Street
shiped

This lot was purchased, and the
society then kept in view the erection of a new church.
The war coming on the project lay dormant for years,
but in 1868 active steps were taken, and in 1869 the
new stone church on Warren Street was dedicated.
for a new church.

This church,
$16,850.

of the lot and chapel, cost

exclusive

With lot

and

chapel

the total

cost was

The society now numbers about two hun
dred communicants, and one hundred and twenty
The present pastor
members of the Sabbath-school.
Among the most prominent
is Rev. J. B. Westcott.
$19,000.

pastors of its history are Revs. W. B. Bryan, William
H. Jeffries, R. V. Lawrence, William E. Boyle, J. L.

H. Whitecar, D.D.
district No. 16, embracing the
city of Beverly and town of Edge water Park, is
bounded as follows: "Beginning at a point on the
Delaware River where the western line of the incor
Roe, A.

K.

Street, C.

Schools. — School

porated

city intersects

Camden

the same,

aud runs

thence

the line of the city to the
and Amboy Railroad; thence eastwardly

southwestwardly

along

1 By

J.

Fletcher Street.

easterly along said turnpike to the Burlington township
line ; thence northerly along said line to the Delaware
River ; thence westerly along said river to the place
beginning."

of

Hall had been occupied as a school-room, a place
altogether inadequate, from its limited capacity, to
the growing demands made upon it.
Sept. 13, 1872, Dr. Ellis P. Townsend was author
ized by the district to purchase of Henry C. Thomp
son a lot of land, two hundred and thirteen feet on
Oak, and one hundred feet on Broad Street, for the
At
sum of $2000, on which to build a school-house.
the same meeting the district clerk was authorized to
rent from A. H. Nichols his store-room on Broad
Street at $15 per month. This was in addition to the
room occupied in the City Hall.
The contract for the erection

of the new school
building was let, Nov. 15, 1872, to Abraham Merritt for
$12,640.
The building is of brick, two stories high,
and was completed in 1873, at a total cost, for build
ing, furniture, heaters, etc., of $20,000. The school was
first opened in its new and commodious quarters under
the superintendence of Mr. Joseph P. Gaskill, who
was followed as principal successively by Rev. M. L.
Hofford, Miss Powell, Mr. Hermon A. Stees.
Among the assistant teachers we find the names of
Misses Ella Powell, Mary Work, Katie McNier, Car
rie Simpson, Anna M. Morton.
The course of instruction in this public school is
very thorough, and the attendance at all times quite
large. The seating capacity of the school -house is
Total number of scholars in the dis
six hundred.
trict, 544. Money appropriated and paid to this dis

trict in

1880 was $2721.34.

The Farnum School. — The Farnum School build

ing was erected in 1855, and originally designed for
the State Normal School, but that institution being
subsequently located at Trenton, it was then endowed
by its founder, the late Paul Farnum, of Beverly, —

an annual appropriation being also made by the State
for its support, —and opened on the 6th of October,

1856, under the management of Mr. Amos M. Kellog.
He was succeeded as resident principal by Mr. L. A.
Farrand, in the fall of 1857. The following persons
were the resident principals in the years prefixed to
their names : 1859, G. Berry and C. R. Abbot ; 1862,
Mrs. P. C. Case; 1863, William F. Phelps; 1865,
Miss S. A. Walker; 1866, J. Fletcher Street, its
present principal.

The primary object of the school is to act in con
junction with the Normal School in preparing teachers
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for the public schools of this State, and the same
plans of instruction are pursued as at that institution ;
also to provide the citizens with a well-organized and
well-constructed school, and the best advantages for
the proper

of their children, there being
four departments, viz. : the primary, with the second
and third classes ; the intermediate ; the preparatory,
education

two classes ; and the senior, with two classes.
The advantages of this school, in point of healthfulness of location and facility of access from neigh
boring towns and cities, are well known, and practi
cally evidenced by the large number of pupils who
have attended from contiguous and more distant
places, even some of the more remote Northern and
Southern States having been represented in the per
sons of the pupils who have
passed through the ample

towns where his father was located. In Mount Holly
he was a member of Dr. Miller's West Jersey Colle
giate Institute, and in Trenton he was under Dr. David
Cole in the Trenton Academy.
He was a member of
the first graduating class of the Normal School, and
stood high in his class for his attainments.
After
graduating he was appointed to teach drawing in the
Farnum School at Beverly.
Thence he was called to
the same position in the Normal School.
Here he
achieved

success, and after two years went to teach
In the charge of the Math
Department he displayed much ability, and

in Pennington Seminary.

ematical
the young men prepared by him for college always
showed a thorough preparation in his department.
After four years he was called to the principalship of
the Atlantic County High
School, but remained for a
year only, and then was

af
course of instruction
forded and graduated from

recalled

to the Normal
After a year and a

this institution.

School.

The library of the school,
already large, is being con
stantly increased by the
addition of valuable and
useful works. Many of the
pupils have attained a high

half he was appointed resi
dent principal of the Far

distinction

num Preparatory School at
Beverly, where for nearly
sixteen years he has re
mained, making that school
well known for thorough
and good instruction. His

in the various

useful and more ornamen
tal branches of knowledge

pupils wherever found all
testify to the ability and
faithfulness
of their in
structor.
In 1871 Lafay

taught, and have graduated
with high honors.
The school has now been

in

existence twenty -six
years, and has met during
that time with the most

gratifying

success,

ette College conferred upon

Mr. Street the degree of
Master of Arts.

School for Begin
ners.— For about five

and at

present, under the able
management of Professor
J. Fletcher Street, has at

years

and a half a day
school has been conducted
on Cooper, two doors below

tained to an enviable dis
tinction, excelled by no
other institution of the
kind in the country.

J. Fletcher Street

was born in the Methodist

parsonage at Bordentown,
father is the Rev. A. K.
Street, a prominent Methodist clergyman, now re
siding in Camden, N. J. His grandfather was a
Philadelphia druggist for many years. He was de

N.

J.,

May

22, 1839.

His

scended from English parentage.

In England mem
family have risen to eminence,
especially in the fine arts. A very distinguished ar
chitect of that name lately died in London. Well
bers of the Street

in this country are Alfred Street, poet, and
Street, artist, for many years one of the best
portrait-painters
of Philadelphia, a cotempoknown
rary with Peale and Sully. Mr. Street inherits the
artistic propensity of his family.
He received his education in the best schools of the
known

Robert

Church
founded

by Miss

Street.
It was
and first opened

Lily P.

Gilling

ham, upon whose decease
the present matron, Mrs. G. M. Harding, took charge
of it.

Trinity Hall.— A

French and English home
for young ladies, for the past fifteen years
under the direction of its founder, Miss
Rachelle Gib
bons Hunt. The current school year closes
on the
third Thursday in September.
Besides the. usual English studies, modern and an
cient languages, music, drawing,
painting in oil or
water-colors, dancing and deportment, instruction in
wax flowers, etc., are embraced in the subjects taught.
Besides the primary, junior, middle, and senior
classes,
there is an optional class.
school

The indorsements of the Episcopal Bishops of
New
Jersey, Texas, Tennessee, and Indiana, as well as
of

CHESTER
Governor McClellan
guarantee

parents

and others, are sufficient to
and guardians in sending their

wards or children to Trinity Hall.

The Kindergarten. —The brisk, cheery, sunny
rooms of Miss Johnston on Sassafras Street are well
calculated to please the inmates.
Pictures — not daubs nor chromos — are on the walls,
and a general homelike air pervades the rooms. No
prison, no reformatory, no task-house, but a place for
the mind to grow and be trained in.

A limited number of pupils from three to twelve
years of age are admissible.
The hours of study are
from nine to twelve.

The German plan, with some modifications, is pur
sued, and the proficiency of the pupils in drawing,
embroidery, weaving, plaiting, perforating, counting,
and other accomplishments
is very apparent from
the work performed.
Nor are books excluded ; while
object teaching is pursued, lessons in reading, geog
raphy, and other branches are recited by many of the
pupils.
The social habits of the little ones are carefully
guarded, and their manners are pleasing, easy, free
from bashfulness or rudeness, the result of intercourse
without harsh or even noticeable restraint,
privilege of conversing at all times.

with the

Mrs. Morrow's Family and Day School. —
This institution for young ladies and children is pre
sided over by Mrs. Fannie Morrow, and pleasantly
and centrally located on Warren Street. The course
of instruction embraces studies for primary as well
as advanced pupils, the principal endeavor being to
train the mind to thoroughness and habits of lasting
worth, rather than the mere show of progress, and
while promoting the health, improvement of mind,
the manners

and

accomplishments

of the pupils,
well. The Musical

aims to foster the moral growth as
Department, a special feature of this school, is under
the direct care of Mrs. Morrow, whose many years of
successful teaching eminently qualify her for the po
sition, and in this, as well as all other departments,
she has the aid of faithful and competent assistants.
The number of boarders is limited to ten, forming
a pleasant family circle, each pupil receiving the in

dividual care of the principal. The curriculum em
braces preparatory and higher English branches of
study, with French, German, and Latin, drawing,
music on piano, organ, or guitar, and singing.
St. Joseph's. —The school connected with St. Jo
seph's Roman Catholic Church was kept by Sister

Agatha, under the patronageof the Franciscan Col
lege at Trenton.
Since the sale of their place of
worship the children of Romish parents have attended
as

soon

as

ceived in 1880 from all sources, $337.84; value of
school property, $600; whole number of children be
tween five and eighteen years of age, 78 ; months'
school, 10; average attendance of scholars, 25; ca
One female
pacity of school-house, 60 scholars.
teacher employed at $30 per month.

Delanco District. — Total amount of funds re
ceived from all sources in 1880, $770; value of school
property, $1500 ; total number of scholars in district
between five and eighteen years of age, 150 ; total
number registered, .115; months' school, 9; average
attendance of scholars, 48; capacity of school-house,
90.
One male teacher at $42 per month, and one
female at $30.

CHAPTER XXIII.
CHESTER

TOWNSHIP.*

Geographical Description. — Chester township,
by the first settlers called Posomokin, or Penisaukin,
from an Indian town of that name, situated between
the branches of Penisaukin Creek, where the first set

tlements by the English were made, and formerly in
cluded in what are now the townships of Cinnaminson
and Delran.
It is supposed to have been named
after Chester in England, and was incorporated Feb.
21, 1698.

It is bounded on the northwest by the townships of
Cinnaminson
and Delran, on the northeast by the
Rancocas Creek, on the southeast by Mount Laurel
township, and on the southwest by the south branch
Its mean length is seven
of Penisaukin Creek.
miles, and mean breadth about two and a half miles,
containing about seventeen and a half square miles,
or eleven thousand acres. The eastern and western
parts are rolling, the middle generally level. The
township is intersected by numerous small streams,
but has no water facilities except by the Rancocas
Creek, on which there

is a good landing for pro

duce, fertilizers, etc.
The north branch of the Penisaukin Creek rises
in the northern part of the township of Evesham,
the
course, through
and running a northwesterly

townships of Mount Laurel and Chester, joins the
southern branch in the southwestern part of Cinna
Wagon Bridge Run rises east of
minson township.
Moorestown, and running a southwesterly course,
about a half-mile south of the ridge on which Moores
branches on the
town stands, receives Hooton's

They will return
the

stream.

built.

River District

between
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south, takes the name of Hooton's mill-stream, and
empties into the north branch of Penisaukin Creek.
Matlack's and Hooston's saw-mills were both on this

the public school.
school

TOWNSHIP.

to their own
necessary buildings can be

is that portion

Beverly and Delanco,

river to Cinnaminson

township.

of the township

reaching

from

Matlack's mill stood near the Elbow Lane
erected in
Hooton's

road, and was probably the first saw-mill
It was standing in 1769.
this section.

the

Total amount re

1 By Hon. Clayton Lippincott.
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of the Marlton road, and was
Swedes' Run and Wright's
mill-stream both rise on the north of Moorestown,
Swedes' Run
course,
and running a northwesterly
passes the saw-mills
late of Samuel R. Lippincott
and William Lippincott, in Cinnaminson, and empties
Wright's mill-stream
into the Delaware at Riverton.
mill stood a little

east

taken down about 1850.

passes the site of Hollinshead's old distillery, Gar
wood's old saw-mill site and distillery in Chester,
Walton's and Haines' grist-mills, and Warrington's
old grist-mill site in Delran, and empties into the

Delaware below Riverside.
Old Roads. —The great road from Burlington to
Salem, sometimes called the king's highway, laid out
the whole length of the
entered the township at a place on the
" Hackney's Dock," and
Rancocas Creek lately called
Ferry,"
and runformerly known as "Hollinshead's
running a southwesterly course, passed over the whole

in

1682,

township.

passed through

It

length

of the ridge on which Moorestown stands,
crossed the north branch of Penisaukin Creek at the
place of the present bridge on the Palmyra .road and
'
the south branch of said creek, a little below Asa Mat- ¦
lack's saw-mill.
The present road by Poplar Grove
school-house is a part of the old road, and the general
course of the road from the toll-gate on the Moorestown
and Mount Holly turnpike to Fairview, on the Had
donfield road, is nearly the same as that laid out in 1682.
There are at this time numerous places where unmis
evidence of the location of the road may
still be seen, especially in the woods through which
it passed, and on the hillsides worn away by long
takable

Near where the Fellowship turnpike crosses
use.
the line of the old Salem road formerly branched off

a road running about a westerly course, crossed the
south branch of Penisaukin Creek where formerly
Burroughs'
stood
grist-mill, and passing a little to
the south of Merchantville, crossed Cooper's Creek
near where the railroad bridge now stands, at a place
Ferry,"
called "Spicer's
and from thence to Cooper's
Ferry. This was the general market road for the

farmers of a large part of Burlington County until
the present road from Mount Holly to Camden was
laid out in 1794.
There was formerly a road which started at the
Delaware River, in the township of what is now Cin
" Hopkins' Ferry,"
naminson, at a place long known as

where J. Gardiner Taylor now lives, and followed an
old Indian path in a southeast direction, avoiding
swamps and streams, crossed the highest part of the
ridge on which Moorestown stands, which place' was
then called Chestertown ; thence passing over the
eastern slope of Mount Laurel (then Evans' Mount)
passed on to the ocean. That part of said road be
tween Moorestown and Mount Laurel was laid out
for a public highway in 1761.
It commenced at a
black oak, marked with three blazes, standing on the
south side of the Salem road between the lands now
owned by Thomas Makin and Beulah Higbee ; from

thence passing where the road now runs to its end ;
thence continuing over Wagon Bridge Run, went a
little west of W. Dunn Rogers' house, on the east side
of the farms of Bartlett and Scott, west of Pine Grove
school-house ; from thence passed over the mount
into the great road leading from Mount Holly to
This road was in general use until the
Haddonfield.
present road was laid out in 1796.
The road from

Hopkins'
Ferry was used until the
to
Friends'
graveyard towards the Delaware
road by
River was laid out, about 1720.
Moorestown

At the house now owned by Charles Buzby, on the
old Salem road, which was formerly a hotel, a road
branched off in a southeast direction where the schoolhouse lane now runs, and continued on or near the
Haines'

land, passing
old line of the late Darling
Rogers'
and south of the late David
north of Amos A.
Roberts', joined the old Colestown road at or near
the township line, and continued to the Green Tree
(now Evesboro'), and joined the great road leading
from Mount Holly to Haddonfield. Where this road
joined the old Salem road,! and opposite the hotel,
formerly

stood

a

" Fanner Town."

store, and

the

place was called

On an old road in the southwestern

part of the

runs from the Fellowship turnpike,
crossing the south branch of Penisaukin Creek, to the
Haddonfield road, there formerly stood the village, of
township

which

It took its name from Samuel Coles, who
Colestown.
located a large tract of land in that vicinity in 1676.
It contained quite a large hotel for those times, called
Hotel,"
"Fountain
several dwellings, a store, smithery,
and a saw-mill.
It was quite noted as a place of re

sort for young persons, and old ones also, on account
of a mineral spring in a grove of willows a little
south of the road.
The water of the spring was
'
analyzed, and the result of the analysis cut on a marble slab and placed beside the spring, to show the
recuperating power of the water, and many gay and
festive scenes have taken place there, even within the
memory of some now living, but when
through the country were straightened the
diverted from the village, and the place
went to decay. The old tavern-house has

the roads
travel was

gradually
been torn

down, the dwellings have disappeared, the marble
at the spring has been removed, and no evidence
of its existence remains.
The mill, too, has gone,
and the noise of the swift, rushing water no longer

breaks on the stillness of nighti

About a mile south of Colestown, in the southwest
corner of the township, formerly stood a saw-mill and
fulling-mill.
They were owned and operated by
Joseph Roberts during his life, but after his decease
they were not much used, and but little
mark the place where they once stood.
no land located or settlements made in
part of the township until after the road

remains

to

There was
the central
from Bur

lington to Salem had been laid out.
Thomas Hooton, Sr. and Jr., located six hundred

CHESTER TOWNSHIP.
acres of land on the Rancocas Creek about 1682, and
there was surveyed for John Hollinshead by Symon
Charles, in 1689, in Chester township, at a place called

" Bear's Garden,"

one hundred and fifty acres of land,
which with his old settlement made the whole eleven

hundred and fifty acres. These two locations extended
from the Rancocas Creek to near the toll-house on the

Mount Holly and Moorestown turnpike. At the west
ern end of the township, between and at the junction
of the north and south branches of the Penisaukin
Creek, there was surveyed and laid off to John Clark
and John Rudderow, in the tenth month, 1684, six
hundred and fifty acres of land.
About the same
time, and between the branches of said creek, land
was located or settlements

Timothy Hancock, William

made by

John

Roberts,

Matlack, Samuel Coles,
and on the north side of

John Cowperthwaite,
the north branch of said creek by John Appleton,
Matthew Bellows, Thomas French, Thomas Wallis,
Robert Stiles, Thomas Moss, Peter Long, and Stephen
Day. There was surveyed for Dr. John Rodman, from
and

New England, four hundred and seventy-five acres of
land in Chester, commencing at a black-oak corner to
John Hollinshead ; thence southeast by south fortynine chains to a black-oak for a corner (by WagonBridge Run) ; thence southwest forty chains to a
gum-tree for a corner (now a large stone in formerly

Hooton's line, now A. H. Burr's)
west seventy-nine

; thence northwest by

chains (on the east side of Partner

ship lane, by Friends' Meeting

and school land and
graveyard, to near the old farm-house formerly be
longing to Amos Stiles (now Joseph T. Sullivan's) to
a white-oak for a corner ; thence northeast seventyto a stake in Thomas

line;
thence southeast by east by lands of John Hollins
head; thence in a straight line to the first corner, and
twenty-five acres of meadow adjoining Thomas Hoo
ton, making the whole quantity five hundred acres.
Survey made fifth month, 1686, by Symon Charles.
Book A, page 1, Burlington.
There was surveyed to Thomas Rodman, seventh
month, 1686, a tract of land in Chester, beginning at
a gum-tree in a swamp corner to John Rodman ;
four

chains

Hooton's

thence west-southwest one hundred chains to a blackfifty-six
for a corner; thence north-northwest

oak

chains to a red-oak for a corner (this corner was near
Fairview) ; thence east-northeast eighty-nine chains

to a red-oak for a fourth corner, standing in John Rod
man's line (in the west line of Friends' graveyard) ;
thence along said line east by south to the first corner.
Surveyed at the same time a tract of meadow running

in the same form and manner as John Rodman's, con
taining twenty-five acres, making the whole quantity
See Book A,
of five hurdred and thirty-three acres.
page 1, Burlington.

The northerly line of the Thomas Rodman survey
was in or near the middle of Second Street, Moores
town, and the land adjoining on the north was located
by Benjamin Field and Thomas French.
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The remainder of the land in the township was
all included in a resurvey made for Samuel
Jennings in 1693. John Rodman conveyed all his
land in Chester to John Adams on the 4th day of
June, 1692, and John Adams conveyed the westerly
half thereof to his son, James Adams, on the 27th
day of January, 1693, and James Adams and Esther,
nearly

dated April 9, 1700, conveyed to
and other trustees of the religious
Society of Friends one acre thereof adjoining the
king's highway on the west (see Friends' Meetings).
his wife, by deed

John Hollinshead
John

Adams conveyed the eastern half of the Rod
man survey to his son, John Adams, Jan. '25, 1696.
By a resurvey made for Clark Rodman, son of
Thomas Rodman, on the 10th day of October, 1722,
of the land located by Thomas Rodman in 1686, it
was found to contain five hundred and fifty -nine acres.
Clark Rodman, by deed dated the 8th and 9th days
1722, conveyed to Judah Allen two hundred
and fifty-five acres of land on the western side of his
tract, and he conveyed to Francis Hogsett, by deed

of April,

dated the 12th and 13th days of October, 1730, three
hundred acres, being about all the remainder. Francis
Hogsett sold about fifty acres, lying on the western
part of his tract, to George Matlack; one hundred and
thirty acres and three roods of the middle part to
Nehemiah Haines ; thirty-six acres on the east side to
Lancelot Brown; and thirty-three acres lying on the
north side of the king's highway to Thomas Moore,
by deed dated Jan. 19, 1732, which was bounded as
follows: Beginning at a chestnut-tree standing near
the meeting-house for a corner, and runs thence north

thirty-five roods west seven chains thirty links along
by the meeting-house lands and the land of Nathan
Middleton to a black-oak for a corner; thence by said
Middleton and the lands of Thomas French south
degrees west fifty-one chains to a corner ;
thence by lands of Thomas French south twenty-seven
degrees east five chains and seventy links to a stone
near a hickory-tree, marked, standing by the road
side ; thence north sixty-seven degrees east fifty-two

sixty-five

chains to the beginning, containing thirty-three acres.
This tract extended from Friends' graveyard at the
William Penn Hotel to Locust Street, between Thomas

Wilson's and Esther Moore's. The northerly line
was in or near the middle of Second Street, and the
southerly line run along the north side of the Main
Street, as it is now laid out, at or near the outer edge
of the sidewalk.
This would seem to have been a
very desirable tract of land even in those early times.
By the conveyances made by Thomas Moore he ap
pears to have done a considerable business in the pur
chase and sale of real estate, especially in town-lots.
Tradition informs that he kept a hotel on the western
part of this tract, then called "Rodmantown."
It re
quires no great stretch of the imagination to conceive
that Thomas Moore soon became extensively known,
and " Moore's Hotel" a place of considerable import
ance.

It

is therefore not surprising

that the names of
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should have been
and Rodmantown
substituted for
Moorestown
of
name
and
the
dropped,
the two places combined.

Chestertown

foot of the ridge at the western end of Moores
town, back of where Elisha Barcklow now lives, on
land located by Thomas Rodman, there was formerly
a very lively spring of good water ; some evidences

At the

of it still remain.
There is no doubt but the roving
Indians and the hardy pioneers obtained their water
from this spring, and built their cabins and wigwams
on the beautiful piece of level land at the top of the
ridge, which it is reasonable to conclude was the cause
of the first settlement being made at this place.
"Rodmantown."
Hence the origin of
good
turnpike
from Moorestown to Cam
road
A
den was built in 1850, and was extended to Mount
Holly a few years after. This road passed through
The Camden and
the greater part of the township.
Burlington County Railroad, built in 1868, passed
through the township a short distance from the turn
pike, and runs along the northern side of Moorestown,
nearly parallel with the main street, at which there
are two stations, called East and West Moorestown.
The roads in the township are generally good, and
there is very little unproductive land.
The soil is a
free loam, easily cultivated and very productive.
The
farms are mostly small and well cultivated, with build
ings and fences in good condition, indicating indus
The principal productions
try, thrift, and enterprise.
are dairy produce, grass, grain, potatoes, tomatoes,
cabbages, apples, pears, strawberries, etc.

Marketing.1

— Marketing commenced
Pioneer
among the pioneers as soon after their settlement as
they had grown anything in that line beyond the
necessities of their families.
Means of transporta
tion was as limited as the roads were poor, conse
quently on foot or astride a horse was the only means
by land, and a poor substitute, for a canoe or flat was
the only conveyance by water, which was probably

all that was required for the small amount to be
transported.
When a calf was killed for the city

market, it was customary to sew the veal up in a can
vas or other suitable material, lay it across the horse
in front or in rear of the rider, and thus convey it to
the Pensawking Creek, where the Wallaces, Davises,

Matlacks, and others would come in like manner, some
with eggs, some with poultry, and others such as they
had, and go from there in such a craft as they had to

Philadelphia, exchange their produce for a few of the
necessaries of life, such as tea, snuff, a little sugar, a
runlet or two of rum, and then if there was anything
else coming to them they would take the balance in
tobacco. Young Thomas Hunt started out in the au
tumn of 1730 for market with two buckets of eggs,
with bright anticipations of a safe return and gladden

ing the hearts of the household with the good things
he would get in exchange for his eggs.
The two
1 Extracts from Asa Matlack's papers.

buckets were hung across the old horse, as was the
custom, and a little before daylight Thomas was on
his way to the wharf, as it was called, when his steady
old nag became frightened and soon was without rider
or eggs, while as for the eggs they were not in a mar
As time wore on improvements
ketable condition.
were made, the sled and the cart came into use, which
was a much safer way, especially for Hunt and his
eggs.

Pioneers, who they Married, and where they
Located. — Joseph Stokes was born Sept. 29, 1682.
He was a son of Thomas and Mary Stokes. He was
married in eighth month, 1710, to Judith Lippincott,
and settled in Chester township.
Joseph Heritage was born in England in 1675, and
came to this country and married Harriet Allen in
December, 1697, and was one of the overseers of
highways in 1700. His son Benjamin married Keziah
Matlack in 1743, and settled on the old homestead.
Daniel, son of Benjamin Heritage, married Beulah
Middleton in 1768, and settled on the old homestead
of his father and grandfather, and subsequently sold
to different parties.

Joseph Hunt

(son of

John

and

Esther Hunt)

trade of Robert French, was
married in 1794 to Agnes, daughter of Isaac Haines,
and settled one and a quarter miles north of Moores
town.
learned

the mason's

Robert Hunt, son of Robert, learned the shoe
maker's trade in Burlington, married Abigail Wood,
and located in Chester, near Colestown, in 1730.
John Rudderow came to this township as early as
1688, and located in or near the forks of the Pensaukin Creek, and was one of the first assessors of

the township, and held many of the most important
in the township for several years after its
organization.
offices

Samuel Stokes was married Feb. 2, 1741, to Hannah
Hinchman, and settled on a plantation One and a
quarter miles north of Moorestown.
He died 26th
of fourth month, 1781, and his wife died 24th of
fifth month, 1793.
Joseph Stokes was married in 1757 to Atlantic
Bispham, and settled on the southeast side of Haines'

in Chester township.
Stokes married Mary Atkinson, and settled
on the old homestead.

mill-stream,

John

EXTRACTS FROM PIONEER RECORDS.
"Whereas the inhabitants of the townsipp of Chester By all consent
thought fitt to have everyone in perticelar
within the bounds of tha
township aforesaidto Entter & Record their Cattels Bear marks in the
town Boock or Record, As followeth. Imprimis
Ear-Marks.
"ffrcderick Kinge is A croppeof the far ear And halfe gad the croppe
& A crossslit under the sameear.
" Widd Hance is A halfe gad
the upper side of the far ear And nothing
of the other ear.
"John Roberts is A slitt down A loung each ear & nottiing else.
" Daniel Comron his year mark is
a slit in a swallow fork in the fir
year & a halfponey the back part.
" John Rudderow is A half gad the upper side of each
ear.

CHESTER

TOWNSHIP.
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SIGNATURES
OF PROCEEDINGS OF A MEETING, SHOWING
SETTLERS OF CHESTER TOWNSHIP.

"John Cowperthwaite is two half peny under Bideof the near ear.

" Robert StillB is half gad y» under side of each ear.
the
"John Adams is a wholl in the near ear And half peney under

wholl in
"James AdamB is A cropp the topt of the fore ear And A
the near ear & half peney under the fame.
" Jadidiah Adams sucsedento hiB farther ear mark.
" Justa fish is croppe the toppe of the near ear A half gade the fore
side of the farther ear & half peney under the same.
" Jacob heulings is a half-penny in each eare,and a slit in ye under
side of y6 neare eare.
" philip packer his marke is a slit in the neare eare.
" Simon Clifton bis marke is a crope of the tope of the farther ear and
and a halpenny the under side
a hole in the middell of the neare ear
uperside the sameyeare.
the sameand a halpenny the
" James Stogdales his mark is a halfpenny the foreside each easeand
side."
a.halfpenny the under

OF THE FIRST

Pioneer

Receipts.

¦' March the second,1696.
"Then Reced of Jiimes Adams Being collector of the state tax the
pencein full of the
full And Just sum of 13 pounds 2 shillings And 9
provincial Tax By petter frittwell Treasurer."
of march 1696.
"the 2<»
just sum of four pounds
"There Reced of James Adams the full and
petter frittwell Treas7 sliillingB & 7 pence in full of the County Tax By
" Burlington, March 12" 1717.
" Recevedof Thomas Hackney Oolectorof the towneBhip of Chester
nineteen poundBon shilling six pens being the full of their share of the
wages included
said townd the Collectors & assessors
" say Red p me
" J. Bass Col."

I
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" Receved ye 9 : 1m- 1719of Thomas Lipincot in Bills of credit at eight
shillings p oz y° sums of three pounds & tenn shillings with 2 p' ad
vance being add makesit £1317 York which being Reducedto procla
mation is three pounds & fore shillings & tenn pence being part of the
Rearage tax for the township of Chester say Reced as abovep mee
Richard Smith Co Coll"
" ye 14: 9™ 1720Reced of John Copperthwaitecollector for y« Town

I

Shipp of Chester in Cash one pound tow shillings & 3d & discountedfor
wagesfower shillings & 5d which makesin all one pound six shillings &
8d being in full as appears by Duplicate for that Towns county tax tor
the year 1720 say Reed as a Bove p mee,
" Richard Smith, Co Collector
" Varia Gopia."
" Receivedof Joseph Stokes Collector for the Township of Chesterthe
sum of 'seven pounds fourteen shillings which is in full of the within
dublicate T Say Rec* this 5 of november1729p Tho Hunlock
" CountyCollector.'1''

I

Proceedings of Town-Meetings.
" October ye 17thday 1698.
" By virtue of A town this day held att y« dwelling house of
Thomas
Wallis Acording to Order thereupponAgreed the mageerpartof ye free
houlders of the Town Shipp of ChesterAlias ponsokiug in the county
of Burlington fo choaseJusta ffish for A Constablein the place of ffrederick King drafted to serve out the sd ffr Kings twelve months, Im
primis secondid. To order five pounds Lawful money of the province
to Any on that will discover Huggs stoilen then make sufficient prooff
to be payd by John Ruderow town Clarck as soon asit evidently appears.
"Tersius— If CounstableBe not to be had noor & Redey when Goods
lost or Cattell lost he that loosseth have any sussbishtionof Any oil in
the townehippehe may take twoor three sufficient neighbors & demand
of the suspectedthe previlledge to sarch & if the suspecteddeny & Refuseth for to do su him foorth with uppon susspisstiou
" Those three Articles concludedupon By uss hear
under written
" Mathew Allen
Richard Pittman
George Greave

Tho : Cleverly
Tho: Walles
"Wm;Matlacke
John Cowperthwaite
Tho: ffreuch
Samuall Buroughs

Wm: Clarke
Robert Stilles
John Wolker
Justa ffish
mount Coxe
Charles Stoolman
John Rudderow, GW

" By virtue of A warrant Granted foorth By John
Adams bearing date
the 29">day of January Ano y° domi 1699derected unto mount Coxe
ye
Constableto Summonsin all of Inhabitants of the townshippof Ches
ter alias ponsokin to meet att the dwelling hous of ThomasWallis y«
9thday of february the sdyear to choose& elect A Constable& overseer
of the Highways viz John Cowperthwait Constable Joseph Heritage
Overseer."
Pioneer Highways.

At the town-meeting,held Jan. 25,1698,the following highways wits

laid out :
"Allso farther concluded And Condescendedto have two Highways
layd out within the town viz. one and further from the Highway lead
ing from Burlington to Salem Actually layd out & markt By woollmon
& the overseerto the Bridge now Remaining on the westerly Branch of
ponsoakin now called Cropwel near Ruth Brumley And the other

leding from the township of Evesham to A landing By "William Maeklack formerly called ponsoaking now Chester River
" The namesof the twelve men & the overseersy* liiyd
out y° Road
" William Macklack
William Clarke
James Sherwyn
John Hollinshead
George Gleave
William Hollinshead
John Cowperthwaite
Anthony ffiyer
Richard Pittman
James Adams
Joseph Heritage
Robert Stilles
" Thomas ffrench Overseersof ye Hwys"

At the town-meeting held in December, 1700,the following by-law
was adopted:
" And further the freeholders hnve Agreed uppon that everyon of
the
freeholdersor Inhabitants that neglecteth coming to the town meeling
After having lawful snmons shall pay the bumof two shillings & five
pencefinefor not appearing ecept the parties thatsoe neclecethshoweth
suficient Reason to the satisfactionof the Rest of the freeholdersthat he
could not come."
"Whereas complaint has beenmade to us under-written Surveyors of

Roads for the Township of Chester and Evesham in the County of Bur
lington by Joseph Brackney of Chester aforesaid Blacksmith for a two
pole Road from his house to John Brocks mill or into the Kings Road
that Leads from burlington to Philad* by said m.:ll.
" We therefore pursuant to said Complaint and pursuant to the Trust
Reposedin us have met at the House of Said Joseph Brackney's and
have Layd out a two pole Road as followeth viz1
'* Beginning at the said Brackney's house thence along the line of
Daniel Cooper on said Brackney's land until it Extends to Richard Bor
den'sland thenceon said Borden'sland by said Cooper line toa black-oak
tree nearly oppiset Said Burden's house thence a westwardly Course
along aline of Marked Trees with Two notcheson Each Side till it Ex
tends near a graveyard in the woods,thence Leaving said^GraveYard
on the north about four pole thence along a Line of trees marked as
aforesaidto the Road that Leads from Burlington to Cooper's ferries
Layd out the 21 day of April 1759p us.
"Francis Collins
\ Surveyors for Chester
"John Roberts
" Thomas Evans
> Evesham."
,(M. ,
f
"Michael Brannon >

/

,„

Care fur the Poor.
" at a townd meeting held this 11 Day of March 1728 it was agreed
upon by the Inhabitants that the overseerof the poor should let James
Packer have the value of twenty shillings to assist him in his want."
"December 15 1729
" at the said townd meetingit was ordered that John Ward shall have
five shillings for the truble abouta manthat was sent to him by an order
poor."
to be paid him by the overseerof the
"At a town meeting march ye14day1731At yehouseof Joseph Stokes
it was agreed upon that William Prickit should have forty Shillings
alowed him for the truble he had abought mary bunside when she had
the Smallpox to be paid nut of the banck of the Poor by the overseers
of the Poor of Chester."
"At a Towns Meeting held at Thomas Lippincott's housein the Town
ship of Chester County of Burlington the twelf day of March 1744-5it
was concludedby the Inhabitants of the sade Township that Mathew
Allen & Peeter Phillips Overseers of the Poor for the sade Township
shall Buy a Cow out of the money collectedfor the use of the Poor of
the sadeTownship & lend her to Hannah Leeds for her assistance to
ceepeat the Discretion of the Overseerof the Poor of the above Town
ship."
Taxation, Etc.
" Whereas-the constableof our
Town have Reed two Warrants VIZ
on for A provincial Taxe as followeth Every hundred acresof land surveyedenot Improved 3 pence& Every Acre of laud fencidand Improved
half pence & every wagon Is 3</& Every neat cattell 3 pence & every
hors 6 pence & every sheep halfe peny & every hog sould or disbosod3
pence.
"And in other for A county tax which is the two thirds of the pro
vincial Taxe that 3 four pence of Every part of the provincial Taxe.
"These two warrants was excepted by the Township the 18 day of
March H39Sand Sessorschoossen VIZ James Sherwyn Jo Rudderow
Also collector chosen for the gathering & paying In VIZ Thomas
ffrench."
"Att our town meeting ye 31 of January 1704att the hous of Thomas
wallis by virtue of a warrant dated Burlington Nova Cesarathe twenty
fifth day of January 1704pursuant to a act of a sembly past the last
sessionentitled and act for the raising of a Revenue for y" service of he
maiesties governmentw'in this Province in obedience to it wee have
given a list or dublicate."
"May the 29 1710 By virtue of a warrant baring date the 20 day of
May 1710By the hands oF Thomas Revell Justice for sum owing of the
Inhabitants of the Township of Chester to a townd meting in pursuance
thereof wo proBeedby the vertue of the townd meeting a levay layd
amounting to the sum of 13lb 3s for the defraying of severall charges."
Township Accounts.
1781,March 14. The Towship of Chester to Daniel Carty, Dr.
£¦ s. d.
June 26, to linuen for Shirts and Trowzes for Jo
Humphreys
1 15 3
September13. To Linen for Shifts for Catherine
Lunt
i
Dec 15. To Cash paid Midwife for Lois Odell
7 6
Dec. 20. To Cash paid for Lying in & Nursing
Lois Odell
6
1 Dec. 24. To a Peticoat for Catharine Lunt

10

CHESTER TOWNSHIP.
£
1782,Feby 11. To a pair of shoesfor Catharine Lunt...
Feby 15. To Cash paid for Lying inn <ftnursing
Susannah Reagans
5
Feby 26. To Cash paid for Liuuen and Stockings
for Jo Humphrys
1
To Cash paid for Poor Bank
March 13. To Cash paid to SamuelIvius, Sen^for
moving Poor
March 18. To Cash paid myself for going to
Woodberry
March 18. To Cash paid myself lor going to
Evesham
To Cash for going to Burlington to prosecute
William Madden on a hond of Indemnity
March 25. To Cash paid Darling Conrow fur as
sessing£-^5-18-0Poor Tax
To Keeping Rachel Fox & child
1
To-expenses for going to Timber Creek on ac
count of Mary Edney
Do. ,To Cash Ball ance paid succeeding Over
seers
17

" Imprimis.

s. d.
11 3

10
12

6

18 9

5
15
12 9
10 9
10
15

On page 1 of the old minute-book

I

Chester's Aid to Philadelphia.
"Richard S. Smith being appointed at a Town Meeting held the 12th
Day of Octoberlast to receivesuch moniesas Should be Collected from
the Inhabitants and to forward the sameto the Committeeappointedin
Philadelphia for the Relief of the poor of that city labouring under the
dreadful Malady called the Yellow Fever Reported That he had Re
ceived from the different collectorsas fullows:

Total Sum Received

12

4^'
3
6
7%
2
6

22 10
2 19 4^
5
7 11
4
4
2 9 6

89 16 2%

"And he also produced the following Receipts for the expenditures
thereof agreeably to the true intent & meaning of his appointment.
1793NovThomasWistarTreasurerofsdCommitteesReceipt. £71
Decern1,
Receipt for. 8
do
17
Rect for
7
ditto
1794Jany 11
Receipt
Nov*
2
for
for
Wood
the Poor...
1793
9 J. Swan's

,.

s.
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

d.

" Whereas the Inhabitants of the Townshipp of Chester have had
town meetting held this 18thday of March 1693. SessorsChosenfor the
County Taxe also the samefor the Provincial Taxe and also Colecttors
for the collecting of the sd Taxe."
" Imprimiss.
" John Rtjderow,
*
"James Sherwynn, Sessorss.
Collector."
" Thomas
Fiiench?

10

£13 1
22 17
3 17
7
4 6

£

Moure Cox
Elias Toy
Frederick King
Wd° Haric
John Seed
Thomas Moss.
John Wolker

"March 25, 1782,having duly examined the above accompts, do
approve the same.
"Darling Conrow."

Octr12 1793of William Roberts-the sum of
20
of
do
do
Jany 9 1794of
Oct 19 1793of Nathaniel Middleton
Nov 22
of
do
Jany 9 1794of
do
Oct 22 1793of George French
Jany 9 1794of
do
Oct 22 1793of Samuel Shute
" 29
of
do
Nov 30
of
do
do
Jany 9 1794of
Mch 11
of .Joseph Morgan subscribedin Pine wood
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5
6 2%
15 6
9 6

£89 16 2^
"Which report being duly approvedof is ordered to be Recorded by
the Town Clerk
"11th Month 1794
" Willm Cox iTOfcrJ"

Civil Organization. — The

earliest record of this
township that we have been able to find is that upon
a fly-leaf of the old township records, and reads as
follows :
ponsok"Whereas the Inhabitantsof The Townshipp of ChesterAllias
ing have Thought fitte And Muttnally Agreed uppon that if Anny
householder or Residentte withing the sd Townshipp doth neglect his
servicesAtt mending of roads And High ways withing our townshipp
having A Lawfull Sumonsshall pay or Causeto be payd three shillings
per day for defect,May 26 1692."

On the following page we find this:
" It Being the 1 day of January 1693
"Whereas the Inhabitants of the Townshipp of Chesteralias Ponsoking hath had A town mittfng Consernin the Town Bissnessissas fol
loweth Chossing of Constables and Oversseerssof High Ways & Order
ye
ing of them that neglectedtheir service att mending& Repairinge of
High Ways the Last year to pay their fine three shillings per day asfol
loweth"

may be found the

following :
" It is Agreeduppon By the Consentof all the inhabitantsof the town
shipp of Chesterallias ponsoking that the overseersof tho High Ways
Should Legally Be Chosen By the Inhabitants of the Townshipp By
voatt & the mager voatt should carry it March 6 1694."
" Imprimis,'1''

Here follows

a

list of overseers of highways,

as

given :
1695-97,1702,GeorgeGleave; 1G98,Robert Stills; 1699,ThomasFrench ;
1700,Joseph Heritage; 1701,James Adoney; 1703,William Harkney; 1808,Mount Shin; 1709,Samewell Bnrges; 1710,Johu Copperthwait; 1712, Samell Cungor; 1713-14,William Hollinshead,
John Chambers; 1715,Anthony Frier, Thomas Lipingcot; 1716,
Thomas Adams, Abraham Hulings; 1717,Joseph Stokes,James Laconey; 1718, Anthony Frier, Henrey Warinton; 1719-20,John
Chambers,Anthony Frier; 1721-22,John Chambers,William Matlack; 1723,Danel Camron ; 1725,William Jacers, Bartho Horner;
1726,James Dunlave, Thomas Ford ; 1827,William Matlack, George
Hollinshed; 1728,Thomas Hackney, Daniel Wolker; 1729,James
Sherwin, John Rudderrow; 1730,John Crooks, Mathias Backner; ,
1731,Francis Hoogset,Josia Granger; 1732,Henry Warrinton, Peter
Philips; 1833,Joseph Heritage, Henry Warrinton; 1734,Thomas
Thorne, Thomas Moore; 1735-36,Joseph Heritage, Thomas Coperthwait ; 1737--8, Joseph Heritage, Jacob Lippincott ; 1739,Joseph
Heritage, Henry Warrinton; 1740-41,Henry Warrinton, Robert
Custer; 1742,Jonathan Burden, Samell Davis; 1743,Joshua Hunfries, Ezekiel Harden ; 1744,Joshua Huufries, Edward Clark ; 1745,
William Leroney, Robert Styles; 1746,Arthur Burdell, Thomas
French ; 1747,Joshua Roberts, Thomas Cowperthwait ; 1748-49,Na
than Middleton, Benjamin Heritage ; 1750-51,Fnincis Collings,
Thomas Gid ; 1752,SamuelDavis, John Risdon ; 1753,Jereiniah Ma lack, Arthur Borradnill ; 1754,Thomas Warrington, Richard Lippin
cott; 1755,Hugh Hollinshead, Samuel Atkinson, Jr. ; 1756,Abram
HulingSjIsaacLippincott; 1757-58,Joshua Humphries Enoch Rob
erts; 1759,Nichubis Ward, William Ivans; 1760,Thomas Morton,
John Matlack; 1761,Job Haines, Willhim Matlack; 1762,Ephraim
Stiles, Jacob Hollinshead; 1763,John Engle, Ezekiel Lippincott;
17U4,Joseph Wright. Ephraim Haines; 1765, Jeremiah Matlack,
Samuel Davis, Jr. ; 1766,Edmund Hollinshead, Samuel Shute; 1767,
1768,"
John Cox, John Lippincott;
Thomas Stokes, Owen Davis;
1769,Daniel Heritage, Isaiah Toy; 1770,Samuel Stokes,William
Wallace; 1771,John Hollinshead, Isaac Anderson; 1772,William
Rudrow, John Roberts; 1773,Edward French, Nathaniel Middleton; 1774,Joseph,Roberts, James Borden; 1775,John Hollinshead,

Jr., John Chambers; 1776,Samuel Conrow, Job Cowperthwaite;

1777,none chosen; 1778,no record; 1779,John Stokes,Edmond Hol
linshead, Jr.; 1780,Joseph Roberts, Joseph Morgan; 1781,Andrew
Anderson, Jeremiah Matlack-; 1782,Richard Edwards, Seth Lippin
cott; 1783, Joseph Roberts, Hugh Hollinshead; 1784, Abraham
Heulings, Samuel Ruberts, Sr. ; 1785,Joseph Warrington, Hugh
Cowperthwaite; 1786, Joseph Roberts, John Warrington; 17S7,
Joseph Roberts, Samuel Roberts,Jr. ; 1788,Isaac Dudley, Samuel

Shute ; 1789,William Roberts, Thomas Stokes; 1790,William Rob- *
erts, Thomas Bishop; 1791,Samuel Roberts, Thomas Lippincott;
1792,John Sharp, Job Cowperthwaite; 1793,John Warrington, Reu
ben Matlack; 1794,Isaac Dudley, Isaac Stiles; 1795,John Warring
ton, Aaron Engle; 1796,Joseph Warrington, John Collins; 1798,
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Robert French, Thomas BiBbop; 1799,the same. The above list
comprises all the overseersof highways and roads to be found on
record from the organization of the township in 1692,or for one
hundred years.

Constables, — The following is nearly or quite a
complete list of the constables of Chester township for
the first hundred years of its existence as a township :
1694,James Sherwyn; 1695, Mahlon Allen; 1696, William Matlack;
1697,Stephen Day; 1698,Frederick King; 1699,Mount Cox ; 1700,
John Cowperthwaite; 1701,Mount Cox; 1702,John Rudderow;
1703,Eobert Stiles; 1704,James Adames; 1705,ThomasFrench; 1706,
Isaac Conro; 1707,Joseph Heritage; 1708,Samuel Burgess; 1709,
Anthony Frier; 1710,John Roberts ; 1711,Philip Packer; 1712,
Thomas Adams; 1713,Abraham Hilling; 1714,Matthew Allen;
1715,David Walker; 1716,Thomas Hackney ; 1717,John Chambers;
1718,Simon Clifton ; 1719,William Matlack ; 1720,Thomas Lipincot; 1721,Henry Warrington; 1722,James Lacouey ; 172:1,Hubert
Stiles; 1724,Joseph Stokes; 1725,William Heulings, Jr. ; 1726,John
Ruddorrow, Jr. ; 1727,Francis Hoggset; 1728,Jacob Lipiucot; 1729,
John Ward; 1730,George Holliugshead; 1731,Francis Toy; 1732,
Nathan Middleton ; 1733,Edward Clomons; 1734,Joseph Claypole;
1735,Joseph Fargarson ; 1736,Philip Wallis; 1737,Peter Phillips;
1738,ThomasMoore; 1739,Joseph Budoin ; 1740,Richard Heritage ;
1741,Joshua Humphries; 1742,John Cowperthwaite; 1743,Samuel
Stokes; 1744,Ezekiel Harden, Charles French; 1745,John Mains;
1746,Edmond Hollinshead; 1747,Thomas Stokes; 1748,Hugh Hol
linshead; 1849,Arthur Boradaill; 1750-51,Isaac Lippincott; 1752,
William Leconey; 1753,GeorgeMatlack; 1754,William Fenimore ;
1755,Enoch Roberts; 1756,Samuel Davis; 1757,Thomas Cowper
thwaite ; 1758,Matthew Allen ; 1759,Elias Toy ; 1760,Richard Bor
den ; 1761,Joshua Roberts ; 1762,Robert Stiles ; 1763,Darling Con
roe, 1764,James Toy; 1765,Ephraim Stiles; 1766,John RobertB;
1767,John Hackney ; 1768,Andrew Anderson; 1769,Michael Lincli ;
1770,John Risdon J 1771,Thomas Warrington, William Matlack ;
1772,SamuelAtkinson ; 1773,ThomasMorton ; 1774,SamuelShute ;
1775,William Ivins; 1776,Joseph Hackney; 1777,none chosen;
1778,Joseph Hackney and Abraham Heulings, both returned, and
both paid their fines; 1779,no record; 1780,William Vanhorn ;
1781,SamuelIvins; 1782,Joseph Brackney; 1783,Isaiah Toy ; 1784,
Richard Lippincott; 1785,Samuel Lanning; 1786,Samuel Conrow ;
1787,John Hollinshead ; 1788,Daniel Heritage ; 1789,Thomas Matlack ; 1790,John Chambers: 1791,Samuel Coles; 1792,Nathaniel
Middleton; 1793,James Hammel ; 1794,Samuel Stokes; 1795,Jere
miah Matlack; 1796,William Hackney; 1798,John Ward ; 1799,
Uriah Frenth.

It will no doubt be noticed that the name of Matlack is in the beginning and closing of this list of
one hundred constables.
There seems
as we find no

to be a missing link in the records,
list of officers between the years 1799

and 1802.

Freeholders. — The law authorizing
freeholders was passed

the election of
at the session of the Legisla

ture of 1713-14, and the first election of freeholders
in Chester was in the spring of 1713, when Jacob
Hulings and Thomas French were elected ; since then
they have been as follows :
1714,Thomas French, Thomas Adams; 171-K,John Coperthwaite,John
Hollinshead ; 1716,Elias Toy, Thomas Adams; 1717-19,Thomas
Adams, Abraham Hulings; 1720,ThomaB French, James Luconey;
1721-22,William Matlack, Jr., Thomas Hackney; 1723, William
Matlack, Jr., James Sherwin; 1724,Joseph Heritage, William Matlack, Jr.; 1725-28,Thomas French, Samowell Atkill6on; 1729-30,
Jacob Hulings, Jr., William Matlack; 1731, Jacob Hulings, Jr.,
Thomas Hackney ; 1732-43,Joseph Stokes,ThomnBHackney ; 174445,Joshua Wright, John Rudderow ; 1746-47,Joshua Wright, Jo
seph Stukes; 1748-49,Thomas Hackney, John Rudderow; 1750-54,
Joseph Stokes, Daniel Morgan ; 1755-58,Joseph Stokes, Thomas
Hackney; 1759,Joseph Stokes,John Cox; 1760-69,Enoch Roberts,
John Cox; 1770-73,Enoch Roberts, Jacob Hollinshead; 1774-75,

Enoch Roberts, William Ruderow; 1776,Enoch Roberts, Richard
S. Smith; 1777, none chosen; 1778,no record; 1779, Richard S.
Smith ; 1780,John Cox, SamuelStokes; 1781,John Cox, John Stokes;
1782-83,Richard S. Smith, Reece Edwards; 1784,Joseph Morgan,
Edward French ; 1786-86,Joseph Roberts, Joseph Morgan ; 1787,
Joseph Roberts, Abraham Huling; 1788-89,Joseph RobertB,Edward
French ; 1790-91,Edward French, Richard S. Smith; 1792-93,Ed
ward French, Samuel Coles ; 1794,Samuel Coles, Richard S. Smith ;
1795,Jacob Hollinshead, Samuel Coles; 1796,SamuelColes, Nathan
iel Middleton; 1798, Samuel Cole, Nathaniel Middleton; 1799,
Samuel Cole, George French. Between 1799and 1802,no record is
to be found. 1802-7,Samuel Coles, William Roberts; 1818,Joseph
Roberts, William Roberts; 1809-10, William Roberts, Benjamin
Hollinshead; 1817, Benjamin Hollinshead, Joshua Lippincott;
1818-20,Joshua Lippincott, Isaac Heulings; 1821-22,Isaiah Toy,
Isaac Heulings; 1823-25, Isaiah Toy, Amos Stiles; 1826, Amos
Stiles, Benjamin W. Lippincott; 1827-30,Benjamin W. Lippincott,
David Vanderveer ; 1831,Levi Borton, David Vanderveer; 1832-34,
Amos Stiles, William Lippincott; 1835-37,Benjamin H. Lippincott,
Levi Borton; 1838, Benjamin H. Lippincott, Israel Lippincott;
1839-41,William Garwood, Israel Lippincott; 1842-44, Edward
Taylor, Clayton Lippincott; 1845-47,Israel W. Heulings, Edward
French; 1848-50,Samuel R. Lippincott. William Buzby; 1851,Wil
liam Buzby, Stokes Haines; 1852, Stokes Haines; 1853, William
CollinB; 1854-50,Stokes Haines; 1857-59,William Tuzby ; 1860,
Clayton Lippincott; 1861-63,Henry C. Warrick; 1864-67,Montgo
mery Stiles: 1868-70,Thomas C. Andrews; 1871,Thomas Andrews;
1872-74,Heulings Lippincott; 1875-77,Thomas Wilson; 1878-82,
John R. Mason.

Assessors. — The following. is as complete a list of
assessors of this township from 1693 to 1881 as can
be gleaned from the records.
The first of this class
of officers appears in 1693, John Rudderow and James
Sherwin.
No others appear until 1706, John Cowper
thwaite, Isaiah Hewlings. In 1708 the township had
'
Elias Toy, and Jacob .
three, John Cowperthwaite,
Heulings. The next appearing was in 1711, John
Wills, and in 1713, John Cowperthwaite and Thomas
Adams.
By the manner in which the pioneer records
were kept it is supposed that assessors were only
elected or appointed as their services seemed to be
needed. From 1717 to 1881 we find the following
nearly complete list :
1717-18,1720-21,1725-30,Joseph Heritage; 1719,William Hollinshead;
1722-24,Samuel Atkinson ; 1731-34,Joshua Wright, Jr. ; 1735-37,
Samewell Atkiuson ; 1738-42,Joshua Wright; 1743,Daniel Mor
gan; 1744-48,Joshua Bispham; 1749-50,Joshua Wright; 1751-53,
John Cox; 1754,Samuel Atkinson; 1755.Edmond Hollinshead;
1756-59,Richard Satterthwaite; 1760-71,Enoch Roberts; 177276,John Cox ; 1777,none chosen; 1778,no record; 1779,John Cox ;
1780,ReeceEdwards; 1781,Abram Huntsman : 1782,1784-85,John
Cox; 1786,Thomas Lippincott; 1787-99,George French; no record
of office again till 1802,when from then till 1805wo find George
French, and supposehe hold the office continuously from 1787to
1805; 1806-9,John Bispham; 1810-23,Emanuel Beagary; 1824-30,
John D. Beck; 1831-34,Moses Hamniite, Jr.; 1832-41,John D.
Beck; 1842-44,Moses King; 1845-47,Charles Chambers; 1S4S-50,
Jacob Kemble; 1851-52,Nathan H. Stokes; 1853-59,Job King:
1860-03,Samuel Stiles; 1864-65,Samuel H. Ashbridge ; 1866-69,Ed
ward Allen ; 1870-82,Reuben M. Stiles.

Collectors.— The first collector we have any record
of in this township was in 1693, when Thomas French
was elected ; 1696, James Adams.
collector's name recorded until

We find no other

1717, Thomas Hackney; 1718, 1720-22, John Coperthwaite;
1719,
Thomas Lipincott ; 1723,Thomas French ; 1724,John Hollinshead ;
1725,1731-33,Thomas Lipincott; 1726,William Matlack ;
Joseph Stokes; 1728, James Dunlave ; 1729-30, Joseph Stokes1734,Samuel Atkinson;

1735,1738, Thomas Hackney;
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Lancelot Brown; 1739,John Milborn; 1740-41,Lancelot Brown;
1742-43,Thomas Cowperthwait; 17-14-45,
Nehemiah Haines; 1746,
Edmund Hollinshead; 1747-49, George Matlack; 1750-53,John
Roberts; 1754,James Toy; 1755-56,Thomas Stokes; 1757-59,Mi
chael Lynch; 1760-61,Samuel Shute; 1762,Job Haines; 1763-69,
William Matlack; 1770,Samuel Shute; 1771,Thomas Hackney;
1772-73,Joseph Stokes; 1774,Samuel Ivins; 1775,Hugh Hollins
head; 1776,Isaac Rudgers; 1777,none chosen; 1778, no record,
1779,Hezekiah Toy; 1780,Andrew Anderson ; 1781,William Hun
ter ; 1782,John Stokes was chosen, and Joshua Heritage served;
1783,Hezekiah Toy; 1784,George French; 1785,John Lippincot;
1786,William Cox; 1787,Isaiah Toy; 1788-99,Nathan Middleton ;
no record again till 1802-11,Nathnu Middleton; 1812-13,Samuel
Haines; 1814-16,Samuel WilkinB; 1817-18,Samuel Haines; 181921,Isaiah Toy ; 1822-24,William Doughten ; 1825-26,Joshua Hol
linshead; 1827-28,Joel Hollinshead; 1829-30,Israel Lippincott;
1832-34,Samuel Lowden; 1835-37,Clayton Lippincott; 1838,Joseph
W. ColeB; 1839-41,Josiah Wallace; 1842-44,William Collins; 1845
-47, Silas Watson; 1848-50, Charles Chambers; 1851-53,David
Heaton; 1854-56, Thomas G. Kimble; 1857-59,Samuel Stiles;
1860-71,Charles Chambers; 1872-74,Henry W. Doughten; 187582,Evan B. Brown.

Township Committee. —Upon examination of the
existing records of this township we find that the
" Representatives. " There
committee were also called

are no records of either prior to 1760.

—John Bispham, Joshua Roberts, Enoch Roberts, John Cox.
1760-68.
—Joshua Roberts, Samuel Stokes,John Lippincott, John Cox.
1769-70.
1771.—Joshua Roberls, Johu Lippincott, John Cox, Enoch Roberts,
Abraham Heuling, Andrew Anderson.
—Joshua Roberts, Enoch Roberts, Abraham Heulings, Andrew An
1772.
derson,John Cox.
— Enoch Roberts,,Joseph Hackney, William Matlack, John Cox.
1773.
—Enoch Roberts, Andrew Anderson, Sr,, John Cox, Joseph
1774-81.
Hackuey, William Matlack.
— Darling Conrow, Esq., Richard Edwards, Richard S. Smith, Reece
1782.
Edwards, Joseph Roberts.
— William Matlack, Paul Crispin, John Cox, Joseph Roberts, Rich
1785.
ard S. Smith.
1786.—
William Matlack, Joseph Roberts, Edward French, John Cox.
—Richard S. Smith, John Cox, William Matlack, Joseph Roberts.
1787.
1788-91.—
Richard S. Smith, John Cox, William Matlack, Joseph Rob
erts, Edward French.
— William Matlack, Edward French, Joseph Roberts, John Cox.
1792-94.
— John Cox, Jacob Hollinshead, Samuel Coles,Joseph Stokes,John
1795.
Haines.
— Samuel Coles, Joseph Stokes, Nathaniel Middleton, John
1796-99.
Bispham, George French.
—Joseph Stokes, Samuel Coles, Joseph Morgan, Nathaniel Mid
1800-1.
dleton, George French.
—Hugh Hollinshead, Caleb Atkinson, Morgan Hollinshead, John
1802-6.
Matlack, John Haines.
1807-8.—Caleb Atkinson, John Haines, Hugh Hollinshead, Joseph Matlack, Joshua Humphreys.
— Caleb Atkinson, John Haines, Joseph Matlack, Joshua Hum
1809-10.
phreys,Thomas Wright.
— Caleb Atkinson, Joseph Matlack, Joshua Humphreys, Thomas
1811.
Wallace, Enoch Hollinshead.
— Henry Warrington, Jr., Joseph Bispham, Joshua Humphreys,
1812-13.
Benjamin Hollinshead, Hugh Hollinshead.
1814-17.—Hugh Hollinshead, Joseph BiBpham, Joshua Humphreys,
Benjamin Hollinshead, Gilbert Page.
Benjamin Hollinshead, Joseph Bispham, Hugh Hollinshead, Gil
1818.—
bert Page, Joel Hollinshead.
1819-21.—
Amos Stiles, Joseph Matlack, William Roberts, Thomas Wal
lace, Jacob Haines,
1822.—William Roberts, Thomas Wallace, David Vanderveer, Joseph
Matlack, Amos Stiles.
1823.—Benjamin H. Lippincott, Thomas Wallace, William Roberts.
Jeremiah Haines, Joel Hollinshead.
1824.—BeDJaminH. Lippincott, William Roberts,Jeremiah Haines, Joel
HollinBhead, John R. Parry.
1825.—Benjamin H. Lippincott, William Roberts,Joel Hollinshead, John
Lippincott.
R. Parry, Abraham
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1826.— Abraham Lippincott, Benjamin H. Lippincott, Joel Hollinshead,
John R. Parry, William Doughten.
— Levi Borton, Benjamin H. Lippincott, Abraham Lippincalt,
1827-31.
John R. Parry, William Doughten.
1832-33— Levi Borton, Jacob Haines, Amos Stiles, John Stiles, Israel
Lippincott.
— Jacob Haines, Amos Stiles, John Stiles,Israel Lippincott, Sam
1834-36.
uel R. Lippincott.
— Jacob Haines, Amos Stiles, Israel Lippincott, Samuel R. Lip
1837-39.
pincott, Edward Taylor.
— Jacob Haines, Israel Lippincott, SamuelR. Lippincott, Edward
1840-44.
Taylor, Isaac Collins.
1845.— Abraham Evans, Jacob Haines, Samuel R. Lippincott, Joseph
Hollinshaad, Jonathan Roberts.
— Abraham Evaul, S. R. Lippincott, Joseph Hollinshead, Jon
1846-47.
athan Roberts,David Heaton.
1848.— Levi Borton, Joseph Hollinshead, Thomas Marter, William
Wells, Josiah C. Rudderow.
— Levi Borton, ThomasMarter, William Wells, Josiah C. Rudderow,
1849.
Asa R. Lippincott.
1850— William Wells, Josiah C. Rudderow, Thomas Marter, Asa Lip
pincott, Samuel Slim.
— Samuel Slim, Henry C. Marick, Cbarles Vansciver, Charles Hall,
1851.
William Hootten, Sr.
1852.—Henry C. Marick, Thomas G. Kimble, William Wells.
— Israel Lippincott, Josiah Wallace, Abraham Evaul.
1853.
1854.— Abraham Evaul, William Wells, Josiah C. Rudderow.
1855.—Abraham Evaul, Israel Lippincott, J. C. Stroud, M.D.
—Joseph C. Stroud, Israel Lippincott, Isaac Collins.
1856.
—Joseph C. Stroud, Charles HaintB, Darling Conrow.
1857.
1828.—
Charles Haines, William Collins, David Heaton.
1859-60.—
Charles Haines, William Wells, David Heaton.
1861-62.—David Lippincott, Samuel Tatem, William Wells.
— David Lippincott, Samuel Tatem, Joseph W. Lippincott.
1863.
1864-66.—
David Lippincott, William Wells, Samuel Stiles.
1867-69.—
William Wells, Samuel Stiles, Isaac Stiles.
1870-71.—
AVilliam Wells, Samuel Stiles,Joseph M.Thomas.
1872-74.—
Samuel Stiles, Joseph M. Thomas, Jonathan G. Williams.
— Jonathan G. Williams, Silas Walton, Josiah Lippincott.
1875-76.
—Josiah Lippincott, William Pearsoll, Eli Sharpless,John R. Mason,
1877.
Joseph Lippincott.
—Joseph Lippincott, Eli Sharpless, George Matlack, Joseph B.
1878.
Stiles, John M. Lippincott.
— No record.
1879.
1880.— Eli Sharpless,Charles Vansciver, Isaac Webster.
— Eli Sharpless,Samuel Stiles, Samuel Huston.
1881-82.

Town Clerks.— Oct. 17, 1693, John Rudderowe is
Claarcke,"
mentioned as "town
and from the old
manuscript
it is evident that he was the "town
Claarcke" for the previous year, as well as for several
years succeeding 1693.
In 1703, Abraham Heulings
Claarcke,"
was " apointed to be
and Hugh Sharpe
appointed
fill
to
the vacancy, if any occurred.
was

Hugh Sharp was also "Town Clarcke" in 1708. Jo
seph Heritage " entred to be Clarcke the 21 day of
febry,#1709."
For the next thirty-five years it is no
impossible only from the handwriting to say
From 1744 to 174J the
who was the township clerk.
elegant chirography of Joshua Bispham appears as
doubt

"Town Clerk/' followed by
John Cox, to and including

the bold plain
the year 1790.

hand of

He was
succeeded in the clerk's office by William Cox, who
held the office to the end of the century.
From that
time to the present we find the following :
Morgan Hollinshead, 1802-6; John Bispham, 1807-11; Hugh Hollins
head,1812-13;Amos Stiles, 1814; Hugh Hollinshead, 1815-18;John
Beagary, 1819-21; Ellis Stokes,1822-24; Thomas Stiles, 1825; An
drew Hollinshead, 1826-28; Israel M. Scattergood,1829-34;Moses
Hammell, Jr., 1835-38; Clayton Lippincott, 1839-41; Silas Walton,
1842-44; Thomas G. Kimble, 1845-47; Franklin Stiles, 1848-55;
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Samuel A. Folwell, 1856; Franklin Stiles, 1857-60; Benjamin B.
Lippincott, 1861-64;Thomas C. Andrews, 1865-67;John T. Pierson,
1868-70; Charles F. Wells, 1871-74; A. B. Burr, 1875-77; W. H.
Brown, 1878; Charles F. Wells, 1879-81; Samuel S. Dager, 1882.

Villages, — Moorestown is the only business-place
It took its name
of importance in the township.
Pre
from Thomas Moore, who settled here in 1722.
vious to that time the eastern end was called "Chestertown,"
" Kodmantown." The
and the western end
first

It is very
was made about 1692.
situated on both sides of the turnpike

settlement

pleasantly
road leading from Mount Holly to Camden, a little
south of the centre of the township, on a ridge of
land about two miles long, running a little north of
east and south of west. The land descends gradually
towards the north, but a little abruptly towards- the
south. From the eastern end of the town there is a
beautiful
country.

and interesting view of the surrounding
Since the railroad was built, the land near

East Moorestown Station has been regularly laid out,
and a good many handsome buildings erected. The
houses are generally detached and stand a little
back from the. streets, each having a small yard in
front, ornamented with flowers and shrubbery, which
gives the town a very neat and pleasant appearance.

1858, on the north side of Main Street, where he car
ried on the business for many years, and then erected
the more commodious building on the south side of
the street nearly opposite, where the business is con

tinued by his sons. He built the large brick building
on the north side of Main Street for dwellings and
There is a bakery in the western
stores about 1879.
part of the town, in the large brick building owned .
by Charles Vansciver, which is carried on
Packer.
William Buzby built a frame steam gristmill in 1849. He also built the house on
side of Main Street opposite Mill Street,

by W. D.
and saw
the south
where he

The mill was burned down in 1857, and
William sold the mill property to his brother, John
Buzby, who built the present brick grist-mill where
the old one stood. John also built the house at the
northwest corner of Main and Mill Streets, which he
now occupies.
He carried on milling about ten
years, and sold out to John C. Hopkins, the present
Hopkins built the brick house on the
proprietor.
south side of Main Street, nearly opposite to John
now lives.

Buzby's, where he now resides.
J. Willits Worthington keeps the post-office and a
drug-store on the property of Philena P. Lippincott.

The houses are mostly owned by those who occupy
them, and being but little manufacturing, there is
The popula
very little change of the inhabitants.
but
few cases of violence
tion is very orderly, and

Dr. Joseph Warrington, a retired physician, occu
pies the brick house east of the post-office.
John K. Bennett keeps a drug-store in part of A.

to claim the attention of the
There are four large brick stores for general

Andrew Aitken owns the buildings on the southeast
corner of Second Street and Church road, where he
and his sons have a furniture-store
and carry on
cabinet-making.

Esther Stiles has a store for dry-goods and notions
in part of the house of her husband, Reuben. Stiles,
Heulings'
opposite the Methodist Church ; I. W.
large
at
built
warehouse
West
Sons
a
Moorestown
Station in 1879, where they carry on a large trade in

agricultural implements, fertilizers, lime, coal, lum
Henry W. Doughten built a capacious
ber, etc.
.warehouse at East Moorestown Station in 1879, where
he is extensively engaged in the sale of agricultural
machinery, fertilizers, seeds, coal, etc.
The office of
the Moorestown Chronicle, edited by J. E. Watkins,
and published by Watkins & Lovel, is in this building.
George P. Eisele established the first bakery, about

Thomas Makin has a tin, sheet-iron,
store in part of the building owned by L.
nearly opposite the post-office.

and stove

P.

Heusen,

John Leworthy has a shoe-store, and manufactures
in part of his dwelling-house, on the west side of the
Methodist

Church.

There was

a fruit and vegetable canning establish
erected near East Moorestown Station about
1868, by Jones Yerkes, who operated it for some
years, when it passed into the hands of Thurbur &
Co., of New York, who made large additions to
and by whom
at present extensively carried on.

it,

ment

There was a small iron foundry for light castings es
tablished by William D. Brock (deceased), about a
mile east of Moorestown,
in 1851.
He remained
there
few years, when he moved into the town, on
the south side of Second Street, where his son, E. F.
Brock, carries on the business.
Henry L. Robinson has store for the sale of wall
paper in part of his dwelling-house
on Second Street
near Union, and does painting, glazing, and papering.
Christopher C. Hughes owns the shops and
carries
on the smithing and carriage-making business on the
south side of Second Street, west of Friends' grave
yard.
Business was first established there by David
Stiles, and was for some time carried on by William
a

merchandise, all built and the business carried on by
their present owners, except the one owned by E. B.
Brown & Brother, which was built by John C.
The one on the northeast corner
Haines, deceased.
of Main Street and Chester avenue is owned by
George F. Doughton ; the one adjoining the William
Penn Hotel property on the west by Alfred H. Burr;
adjoining A. H. Burr on the west is E. B. Brown &
George W. Heaton owns the store and
Brother.
dwelling-house on the northeast corner of Main Street
Deacon erected and
and Church road ; Abraham
owns the frame building near the centre of the town
which he occupies as a grocery and meat-shop; on the
east of Deacon's is the residence of E. B. Brown ; to
the east of Brown is the residence of A. H, Burr.

H. Burr's building.

it

courts.

occur

is

disorder

a

and
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Jackson. C. C. Hughes built a large brick addition
to his shops in 1881, on land purchased of C. C. &
B. F. Coles, where he now carries on an extensive
business, making the manufacture of light carriages
a specialty.
There are three more smith and wheel
wright shops in the town that do a good neighborhood

business.
Samuel Jones, furnishing undertaker, owns and oc
cupies the property nearly opposite the William Penn

Hotel, where he has carried on the business about
fifty years.
The large stone house on the northeast corner of
Main and Schooley Streets is owned and occupied by
Asa Schooley, in part of which he carries on harnessmaking.
Adjoining this house on the east, and for
merly part of the same, is the house of Hannah Ann
Rudderow.
A little to the east of her house, adjoin
ing the property of George M. Haverstick, formerly
stood a store-house, used during
storing and packing pork.

the last century for

The William Penn Hotel is owned and kept by C.
F. Coles, the Washington House by Lee A.
Stroud ; the property belongs to the estate of George
Dull, deceasedr
There are five practicing physicians, — Samuel C.
Thornton, N. Newlin Stokes, and Joseph C. Stroud,
allopathists ; Pusey Wilson and G. B. L. Clay,
homoeopathists, all of whom built and own the houses
in which they live, except Dr. S. C. Thornton, who
occupies the late residence of his father, Dr. S. C.
Thornton, deceased.
In the eastern part of the town, on three contigu
ous lots on the north side of Main Street, stand three
handsome frame dwellings, built and occupied by
William, Albert C, and Isaac W. Heulings, sons of
"
Israel W. Heulings; who compose the firm of I. W.
Heulings'
Heulings' Sons."
Sons is
On the east of
the handsome stone house erected by Yeamens M.
Gillingham, and east of his property is the capacious
brick house now owned and occupied by Arthur
Miller. This was formerly the residence of Dr. Jona
C. and B.

than

J.

Spencer, deceased.

Part of the British army passed through Moores
town on its way to New York, and encamped June
on land then owned
19, 1778, at East Moorestown,
As
by Nathan Middleton and Ephraim Haines.
might be expected, the troops plundered many of the
inhabitants, besides offering many insults. The people,
however, resorted to different methods to conceal their

It is said that one settler, who lived not
valuables.
far from the town, had scarcely time to bury his goods
before he saw the approaching enemy, and fearing
hidingthat the loose, fresh earth might betray the
place of his gold and silver, he scattered some shelled
corn over the spot, and called his hogs and poultry,

which soon obliterated all traces of the quickly-devised
stragetic hiding-place, and saved his valuable goods.
Schools. — The first school-house we have any ac
count of was built of logs, and stood near the forks
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of Penisaukin Creek, on land located by John Clark
and John Rudderow, and was not far from the house
now owned by John Brock. Emariuel Beagary lived
in that house and taught school ; he moved from there
to the old stone house in Pennsville, now owned by

Parry.
He was the assessor of Chester
township for several years.
There was a frame school-house that stood on the
from'
where that branched off
old Ferry road not far

William

from the old Salem road, which was used until 1784,
when Friends purchased an acre and' a quarter of
land from Job and Ann Cowperthwaite, and built the

brick school house which is now standing and is oc
cupied as a public school. There was a frame school-

house that stood at Fairview, at the junction of the
present Haddonfield road with the old Salem road,

which was used until 1781, when Friends purchased
of Ephraim Haines two acres, three roods, and twentythree perches of land on the south side of Main
Street, in Moorestown, and erected thereon the stone
now standing, and which supplied the
wants of the neighborhood for many years ; and the
school-house at Fairview was moved on to the land
of Thomas Page, about two miles to the east of
school-house

Moorestown, on the north side of the old Salem road,
where it stands at this time, and was called Page's
" Poplar Grove." ]
school-house, now
About 1835 there was a school-house built on the lot
at the northeast corner of Second Street and the Church
road, which was used as a neighborhood school until
1873, when the lot was bought for a public school, the
old building moved off, and the present large brick
school-house erected. Friends built a frame school-

house in 1829, on the lot north of Second Street near
Chester Avenue, which was used until 1880, when it
was taken down and the present handsome brick build
ing erected. The stone . school-house on the south
side of Main Street, after having been in use about
one hundred years, was improved in 1878, and a spa
cious brick addition thereto erected, which presents a
very neat appearance, and contains a public library.
There is a great deal of interest manifested in the
All the schools, both public and
cause of education.
private, are conducted by competent teachers and are
well patronized.

Chesterfoed District, No.
received

from

all sources in

27. — Total

1880,

amount

$300 ; value

of

school property, $1500 ; number of children between
months'
five and eighteen years of age, 83 ;
school,

of children registered, 58 ; average at
tendance, 29 ; capacity of school-house, 50 ; one male
teacher at $33 per month.
9.3 ; number

Chester Brick District, No.

28. — Total amount

received from all sources, $300; value of school prop
between five and
$500 ; number of children

erty,

1 The brick school-houseon the north side of tho turnpike, near the
line of Camden County, was built about 1810,and was occupied for a
neighboring school until about 1870,when it becamea public schoolhouse,
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eighteen years of age, 47 ; months' school, 8.5 ; num
registered, 26 ; average attendance,
20 ; capacity of school-house, 40 ; one female teacher
at $32 per month.

opposite side of the street. The frame meeting-house
on the western side of the same lot was erected in
1829, soon after the division of the Society of Friends.
The Orthodox branch occupy the frame house, and

ber of children

Moorestown District, No.

29. — Total

the brick house. The brick house
being much the larger, the Orthodox Friends use it
on all extra occasions, and there is a very good feel
ing existing between the members of the two branches
of the society. Friends were assembled for worship

amount

the other branch

received from all sources, $3343.96 ; value of school
property, $12,200 ; number of children between five
months'
school, 9.5;
and eighteen years of age, 516 ;
number of children registered, 338 ; average attend

when part of the British army passed through Moores
town on its way to New York in 1778.
The colored

ance, 189; capacity of school-house, 244; one female
teacher at $35, and four females at $38.75 per month.
Poplar Grove District, No. 30. — Total amount
received from all sources, $300 ; value of school prop
erty, $400 ; number of scholars between five and
eighteen years of age, 64; months' school, 10 ; num
ber of children registered, 42 ; average attendance, 40 ;
one female teacher at $30 per month.
Friends' Meetings. — The first religious

MEETING-HOUSE

John Hollinshead, Matthew Allen, John. Adams,
John Cowperthwaite, William Mat-

Thomas Wallis,

Sarah Roberts, Richard Heritage, all of the
township of Chester, in the county of Burlington, yeo
men, and Thomas Hutton and Timothy Hancock,
lack,

both of the township of Evesham, in the same county,
yeomen, trustees of the religious Society of Friends,
one acre of land, lying and being on the west side of
the king's highway, with all that house or building
now erected and being upon the said acre of land
" Quaker Meeting-house."
called the
This house is
supposed to have been built of logs, and stood a little
to the east of the William Penn Hotel, near the large

It

was burned down about 1720,
and a stone house erected in its place ; that was taken
down in 1802, and the large brick one erected on the

they do now, we have good reason for supposing they
sat uneasily until meeting closed, or left suddenly to
remove them to a secure place.

AND ACADEMY,

ued to hold meetings there until they occupied the
house on the lot in Moorestown which James Adams
and Esther, his wife, by deed dated the 9th day April,
1700, for the sum of fourteen shillings, conveyed to

buttonwood-tree.

of the colored man or from the fear of the
British army we are left to conjecture.
But if'Friends
took as much interest in having good horses then as
clamation

meetings

in the townships were held by the Society of Friends
at the house of Timothy Hancock, on the south side
of the north branch of Penisaukin Creek, on the prop
erty now owned by William Haines, and they contin-

FRIENDS'

hostler at John Cox's hotel by some means ascertained
-that the army was coming, ran into the meeting-house,
" What are you all
and screamed out,
doing here when
the British army is coming ?" Whether the solemnity
of the occasion was more disturbed by the abrupt ex

MOORESTOWN.

Moorestown Baptist Church.1— We have been
permitted to make extracts from Dr. Fendall's ser
mon for the early history of this church.
That which gives interest to a personal or a local
history is the detail of incidents connected there
with, which at the time of their occurrence were re
garded as of trivial importance, and which
are least
likely to be a matter of record in any note-book, and
which are liable to soon pass away from the memory
of those who were familiar with them.
In afteryears, when the great facts have become familiar to

all, there will arise then most naturally a desire to
know more of the incidental circumstances connected
with the great facts ; to know what was said on the
occasion, and by whom said, and where said, to fix
the precise dates, the precise spots, and to recall the
associations

affords more

connected With the events of the past
pleasure than the recollection
of the

1 From Historical Sermon delivered by Rev. B. D.
Fendall.
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greater events themselves.
It is natural as we ad
vance in life to recall with " fond recollections" the
scenes and the friends of our childhood; and the
coming twilight affords a favored season, when mem
ory carries us back to the home of our early days,
and in imagination we gather around the old familiar
hearthstone, look upon the faces of those who were
most dear to us on earth, and -again roam amidst the
scenes of our youthful pleasures.
So, too, when the

twilight of time casts its veil over the past, and the
dim shadows which rest upon the scenes of other
days, we seek to look upon them ; it is pleasant to
let memory paint the scenes just as they were. . . .
The earliest account which
can find of Baptist
in
Moorestown extends not anterior to
preaching

I

It is not improbable that there may have been
at long and distant intervals occasional preaching by
brethren of our name, as they were passing on their
way to some distant point beyond, as this village was
1810.

built on the king's highway, the great highway to New
York. In the years 1810, 1811, and 1812 the cele
brated Rev. William Slaughter, D.D., then pastor of
the Sansom Street Church, Philadelphia, having a
number of young ministers under his instruction in
theology,

was accustomed to send them out on the

Lord's day to the different villages in the neighbor
hood of Philadelphia, both in New Jersey and Penn
sylvania.
Many of these students were accustomed
to come to Moorestown at intervals to preach Christ
to the people.
Among these the names of Rev.
Daniel Sharp, D.D., for many years pastor of the
Street Baptist Church, Boston, and Rev.
G. Summers, D.D., for many years pastor of
the South Baptist Church in New York City, are dis
Charles

Charles

tinctly recollected.
These services were held in the old mansion, nearly
opposite the present church edifice, on the hill, then
the property and the home of Mr. Edward Harris,
Mr. Harris was a native of
who died in June, 1863.
England, and was a communicant in Rev. Mr. Rob
inson's church in Leicester, but was a very frequent
on the ministry of the celebrated Robert
The wife of Mr. Harris (a member of the
Baptist Church) was the daughter of Rev. Thomas
Ustick, A.M., for many years the pastor of the First
Baptist Church in Philadelphia.
Rev. Mr. Ustick
died in 1803.
Mrs. Harris was long in delicate
health, and it is not probable that there was any
public service held in their house until after her
This
death, which occurred about the year 1810.
Baptist family
connection with this distinguished
afforded opportunities for personal acquaintance with
many of the ministers, which led, no doubt, to the
frequent and regular visits of various brethren, who
preached beneath the roof of their hospitable enter
With characteristic generosity this liberaltainer.
attendant

Hall.

minded gentleman threw open the doors of his ample
dwelling to the servants of Jesus of every name, and
it is recollected that Rev. Mr. Barton, of the Welsh
17
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Tract Church, Delaware; Rev. Mr. Cox, of Ohio;
Rev. James McLaughlin, of Burlington, who also
Harris' funeral, preaching in the old
officiated at Mr.
Episcopal Church at Colestown ; Rev. Luther Rice,
one of the first missionaries from America to the
heathen, preached here ; also Jonathan D. Price, M.D.,
who was appointed to the work in May, 1820, previous
to his departure

preached

here the gospel ; besides

these, Rev. Mr. Lawson and wife, English mission
aries on their way to the East Indies, visited Mr.
Harris and preached at his house. Ministers of other
evangelical

denominations also held services in his
house; among these were Rev. James Eastburn, the
celebrated mariners' preacher of Philadelphia, and
Rev. Mr. Taylor, a Methodist of Philadelphia, Rev.
Mr. Peters, Rev. Mr. Lybrand, and perhaps others.

The house in which Mr. Harris lived so long, and
was so useful, was sold by his son, Edward Harris,
to Dr. Haines.
It was subsequently occupied by
Samuel Farvour, and after his death by Deacon
William Mead.

In

1813, 1814, and 1815, being marked as the period^

of the second war with Great Britain, Rev. John Sisty,.
then residing in Mount Holly, visited at intervals thisf
salvation,"
" to tell the
place,
and the seed
way of
he there and others before him had sown was like
bread cast upon the waters. The meetings were largely
attended, and his services very acceptable.
After the death of Mr. Harris in 1822, the visits of
the preachers were less frequent; and it was at very
distant intervals that the word was preached by any
one bearing the Baptist name.

The Methodist meeting-house having been built
upon ground donated by the elder Mr. Harris, on
condition of its being free for the use of all evan
gelical ministers, afforded to such as desired it an
opportunity to preach to the people, and it was so
used by the Baptist preachers on their occasional
visits. In those years there could not have been more
than one or two persons in the place connected with
the Baptist Church.

In 1818 the Haddonfield Baptist Church was con
stituted, one of whose constituents was Mrs. Elizabeth
Vanderveer, wife of David Vanderveer.
This lady
had been baptized by Mr. Sisty into the fellowship of

the Evesham (now Marlton) Baptist Church some
time previously, and
think she was the only Baptist
in the place for a length of time. Some years before

I

this church was formed Mrs. Vanderveer moved to
Philadelphia, where she died.
About this period
there was a lady living in this village distinguished
for active piety (she was a member of the Haddon
field

Church), Mrs. Mary Hayes, wife of Joseph
blacksmith.
They lived east of Doughten's

Hayes,

store, and next to the tinsmith's shop. She died
some time before the constitution
of this church.
In the course of years Rev. James M. Challiss,
then pastor of the Freehold Church, on a
tarried

all night in the place and preached;

journey
under
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wife of
Mrs. Margaret Vanderveer,
D. Vanderveer, was awakened, and in the
course of a few months was baptized by Mr. Sisty
Her
into the fellowship of the Haddonfield Church.
house was the home of all who bore the Baptist name,
and who sought their hospitality on their journeys.
Immediately anterior to these services, which led to
the formation of the church, it is believed that there
were but three other Baptist members in the place be
sides Mrs. Vanderveer, viz. : Miss Miriam Shinn and
Mrs. Ann Perkins, both of whom were members of
the then Evesham Church, and Boroman Middleton, a
member of the Haddonfield Church, and at that time
working in the village as ajourneyman cabinet-maker.
By the great body of the people in the village and
surrounding country but little was known of the pe
culiarities of the Baptist denomination, and preaching
that

sermon

Thomas

In November,
by Baptists had become a novelty.
1835, upon the invitation of Miss Miriam Shinn, Rev.
Peter Powell, of Burlington, visited Moorestown and
preached in the town hal), and continued to visit
this place at intervals

until February, 1836, when he
lost a valuable horse in the snow, and had to cease
his visits.
In the early part of 1835 the Central Bap
tist Educational Society directed the young men
under its care to Burlington for the purpose of pur
suing their studies, classical and theological, under
the instruction of Rev. Samuel Aaron and Henry K.
Green.
At the time of the Christmas holidays in
1835 two of these young ministers, Daniel Kelsey, of
Cohansey, and John L. Clinger, of the Great Valley
Church, Pa., having resolved to start out on a short
missionary tour for a few days, and being told of the
destitution of Moorestown, directed their steps to this
place.
On the after-part of the last day of 1835 they ar
rived, and as they passed along the streets they dili

gently inquired of all they met for any Baptists there
might be in the place. At length they were directed
to the house of Mrs. Vanderveer, where they were
welcomed as the servants

of Christ.

They held a

meeting in the town-house that evening, and the next
day had a service at the house of Isaac Kain, near
In the evening they returned and held
Colestown.
another meeting in the town-house, on which occasion
Brother Clinger preached a sermon from Acts xvii. 6.

Under his appeals four persons were awakened, who
afterwards became constituent members of the church,
William Smith, Samuel
viz. : Thomas Venable,
Wisham and wife. This was probably the last service
of Mr. Clinger, as he died shortly after this. After
this Revs. Peter Powell, William B. Bingham, and
John M. Courtney visited the place at short intervals
and published salvation in the name of Christ. After
a few times the town-house could not be had for
night meetings. Previous to this there had been oc
preaching by Rev. Sisly at private houses
and at the school-house in Fellowship. In March,
1836, Mr. Chalkley Haines opened his house in Fel
casional

for meetings, and Rev. Sisty and Mr. Thomas
Rhoads, of Philadelphia, held meetings there, and
meetings were also held at the house of Isabella
In view of the circumstances of the case
Haines.

lowship

and the distance from Haddonfield, -the church at
that place resolved at a church-meeting held in May,
1836, to allow candidates to relate their Christian ex
perience at the houses of Isabella Haines and Chalk

ley Haines, in the hearing of those who might be
present.
On the 8th of May, 1836, the ordinance of
baptism was first administered in this vicinity, the
candidate being Amanda Moyland, and from this the
work began to spread with new power. June 19,
Charles Kain, Jr., Samuel Foster, Jane Fish,
Obadiah Fish, Ruth Glover, Rebecca Githens, Phebe
Ellis, Alice Ann Ellis, and Ruth Davis were baptized.
1836,

Hannah Walker, Mary Jane Hollinsworth,
Githens, Ann Eliza Kain, Amy
Shinn, and Isaac Mason were baptized.
The next
baptismal season was on Aug. 21, 1836, when Isaac

July

22, 1836,

Margaret

Shinn, Elizabeth Wright, Elizabeth Holland, Maria
Cannon, Hope Pippet, and Louisa Phillips were bap
Prayer-meetings
were established and held
from house to house, and conference meetings were
held at the houses of Thomas Venable and William
Smith ; the former resided where John Leworthy's
tized.

store and dwelling now stand.
Preaching services
began to be held quite regular by John M. Courtney,
John Sisty, Daniel Kelsay, George Young, William
B. Bingham, Thomas Rhoads, and others.
As the
advanced the work increased, and March 5,
1837, six persons were baptized, and April 2d six

spring
more.

The brethren and sisters having resolved to unite
Baptist Church, met -and resolved
to ask for letters of dismission from the church at
Haddonfield, in which request thirty-one persons
as an independent

April 22, 1837, those proposing to unite met
united.
at the house of Moses Hammel for the purpose of
selecting officers and perfecting the organization.
Charles Kain was chosen moderator; Moses Ham
mel, church clerk; and Benjamin Jones, Samuel

Wisham, and Moses Hammel were chosen deacons.
William Smith and Thomas Venable were appointed

collectors, and Charles Clement, assistant collector.
May 6, 1837, a council met for the purpose of recog
nizing publicly the newly-formed body as an inde
pendent church of Jesus Christ. A large congrega

tion assembled in the town-house upon the occasion.
The council consisted of Rev. John Sisty, of Haddon
field ; Revs. Samuel Aaron, James E. Welch, and
John E. Boozer, of Burlington ; Rev. Henry Smalley,
of Cohansey ; Revs. Joseph Sheppard and Charles Sex
ton, of Camden ; J. M. Courtney and Thomas Rhoads
were also present. The sermon was preached by Rev.
Samuel Aaron, from Tim. iii. 15, 16. The
following
were the constituent members, viz. : Benjamin Jones
Martha Jones, Moses Hammel, Jerusha Hammel
Samuel Wisham, Elizabeth Wisham, William
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Hannah Smith, Thomas Venable, Sarah Venable,
Isaac Shinn, Amy Shinn, Charles Kain, Jr., John F.
English, Charles Clements, John Middleton, Charles

T.

Peacock,

Samuel Foster, Margaret D. Vanderveer,

Hannah Walker, Ann Creeley, Ann Gill, Elizabeth
Wright, Ruth Davis, Hope Pippett, Mary A. Barnett,
Maria Cannon, Rebecca Ann Gifford, Amanda Moylan, Lydia Ann Wooley, and Margaret Wells, from
Haddonfield, and Miriam Shinn and Ann Perkins,
from Evesham.
Arrangements

had been made with Brother J. M.
a student at Burlington, by which preach

Courtney,
ing was had regularly every Sabbath from Jan. 1,
1837, and the compensation for his services was at
the rate of two hundred dollars per year until the

of the church, and then at three hundred
dollars, which continued until July 1, 1839, when it
was made three hundred and fifty dollars by the aid
of fifty dollars appropriated by the State Convention.

constitution

At

held May 27, 1837, the
of membership was
adopted, and a committee was appointed to take meas
ures in relation to the erection of a house of worship.
the first church-meeting,

principle of temperance

as a test

At a church-meeting held Sept. 9, 1837, the com
mittee on the erection of a house of worship reported
favorably, when Brethren J. Wisham, S. Wisham,
John Perkins, Benjamin Jones, and William Wells
At the same
were appointed a building committee.
meeting it was resolved to apply for admission into
the New Jersey Baptist Association (now the West
meeting, and the
New Jersey) at the approaching
church was welcomed into the association of churches
at Cohansey, N. J., Sept. 26, 1837. The delegates
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thought they needed a cellar under the meeting-house,
but thought they could not afford to build a basement.
Previous to the erection of the walls the brethren were
accustomed to meet on moonlight evenings to dig the
Some few years after the house was opened
the church felt the need of a place for Sunday-schools
and prayer-meeting purposes, and finished about two-

cellar.

thirds of the cellar as a place of meeting, and which
is in use at the present time.

The total cost of ground and building was about
four thousand dollars.
The most important

event of the following year
was the ordination of their youthful pastor. On Thurs

day, Nov. 15, 1838, a council assembled at the call of
the church for the examination of Rev. John M. Court
ney, and, if approved, to ordain him as pastor of the
The council for ordination was composed of
church.
Revs. John Sisty and C. C. Parke, of Haddonfield;
J. E. Welch and John Boozer, of Burlington ; David
Bernard, of Norristown ; D. A. Nichols, of Roxboro',
and others. The sermon was preached by Rev. Mr.
Bernard, and C. C. Parke preached to the congrega
tion. The salary was now fixed at three hundred dol
lars. Jan. 20, 1839, Mr. Cojirtney baptized his first
candidate, Mrs. Ann Vanderveer.
Jan. 1, 1840, an arrangement was made by which
Mr. Courtney became joint pastor of the Marlton and
Moorestown Churches, receiving a salary of two hun
dred and twenty-five dollars from each church.

March
viz. :

27, 1841,

the first trustees were appointed,
Samuel Wisham, John Vander

John Perkins,

veer, William Wells, and Moses Hammel.
July 31, 1841, Mr. Courtney received a call from the
First Baptist Church of Zanesville, Ohio, and offered

Jones, and Wisham.
1837, Ann Creely, Miriam Shinn,
Hannah Walker, Mary Hewlings, Mary Shinn, Martha
Jones, Elizabeth- Wisham, and Elizabeth Wright
were appointed to conduct the affairs of a female mite

his resignation as pastor of the Moorestown Church,
which was reluctantly accepted. His retirement from
this field was the occasion of universal regret. At

society.

the Marlton

were Courtney,

In

December,

The contracts for the house of worship were made
in the fall of 1837, the material to be of stone, and
the size of the house to be forty by forty-five feet.
The mason-work was taken by Valentine Booth; the
carpenter-work, by William Wells ; and the paintiDg,
The meeting-house lot was
by Thomas Venable.
purchased of William Doughten for the sum of five
In the following spring the church
hundred dollars.
loss in the destruction of lumber
considerable
suffered
by a fire which consumed the shop in which the ma
terial had been worked out. The loss amounted to
The work was
about two hundred and fifty dollars.
soon resumed, and on Friday, Aug. 10, 1838, the house
was dedicated to the worship of God with appropri
The dedicatory sermon was
ate religious services.
preached by Rev. Samuel Cornelius.
The ministers
present were John Sisty, James E. Welch, John
Boozer, M. S. Earle, J. M. Courtney, and others.
The brethren of this infant church being inexperi
enced in building, and having no one to guide them,

of Mr. Courtney the connection with
Church was dissolved, but the two
churches were again united in 1845, under the joint
pastorate of Rev. J. M. Challiss, and remained so
till the resignation of Mr. Challiss, in January, 1852,
when the connection was again dissolved.
Rev. E.
D. Fendall succeeded Mr. Challiss, commencing his
labors May 1, 1852, and remaining with the church
till April 1, 1864. During Mr. FendalFs administra
tion a baptistery was built in rear of the meeting

the retirement

house, other improvements
made, and the church
debt entirely extinguished. The pastors of this church
have been as follows : 1837-41, J. M. Courtney ; 1842,

J. W. Wigg; 1843-44, E. Sexton; 1845-51, J. M.
Challiss ; 1852-64, E. D. Fendall ; 1864-67, Miller
Jones; 1869-72, J. E. Bradley ; 1873 to present time,
J. H. Brittain. Value of church property, $14,000.
Deacons, 1882, Jacob Haines, Evans B. Brown, and
George W. Heaton ; Trustees, Evans B. Brown, John
Perkins, S. B. Jones, G. W. Heaton, C. F. Wells, J.
R. Mason, and William Mortland ; Treasurer, C. M.
Brown ; Superintendent of Finance, G. W. Heaton ;
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Clerk, William Mortland ; Chorister, J. S. Makin ;
Organist, William Walton ; Janitor, C. Ries.
The exact time when the Lord's-day school was
organized we have not been able to learn, but it is
believed to have been organized in the fall of 1837,
in the town-house, as the first report made to the As
sociation was in 1838, when twelve teachers and forty
scholars were reported.
The report in 1881

was two schools, thirty-eight
thirtyofficers and teachers, with two hundred and
E.
one scholars. Contributions for the year, $205.91.
B. Brown and J. W. Stiles, superintendents.

Methodist Episcopal Church.— Methodism was
planted in Moorestown at the beginning of the present
century by the itinerants, who were sowing the seed
broadcast over this section of country ; yet, as near as
we can ascertain by tradition (as there are no records),
the first class at this place was not formed till 1818, or
possibly a few years previous, as in that year Deacon

Brock was a class-leader, and in 1820, Micajah Dob
bins is known to have been an exhorter in the Meth
odist Episcopal Church or society, and in 1825, James
Moore was one of the leaders.

Among the first mem
bers we find the names of Rhoda Conover, James
Moore, Esther Moore, Micajah Dobbins, Caleb Feni
more, Lydia

William D. Brock, Mrs.
Fenimore,
Brock, Hannah Garwood, and William Crispin, who
joined the class in 1838.
Just when the old meeting-house was built is not
definitely known, but supposed to be between 1815
and 1820, and stood just behind the old white-oak
tree, then or latterly in William Buzby's front yard,
now owned by the estate of William Matlack. The
old meeting-house was sold to William Buzby, and

in 1861 the present modern structure of brick was
Par
built, costing about seven thousand dollars.
sonage built about the same time, and cost two thou
sand dollars.
The church is located on the north side
of Main Street, between Chester Avenue and Mill
Street, and the parsonage in rear of church on Second
Street.
Among the former preachers we find the
names of Street, White, Maddock, Sunderlin, and
Bartram.
The present pastor is Rev. C. H. Whitecar.
The present trustees of church property are Elwood
Michner, William Thompson, Frank Johnson, Henry
L. Robinson, H. T. Robinson, and Isaac Matlack.
Stewards for 1882, Frank Garigues, William Garigues, Frank Johnson, H. L. Robinson, William Wil
liams, William Morrison, and E. Miohner; Exhorter,
Present value of church property,
John Evans.
The Methodist Episcopal
twelve thousand dollars.
Sunday-school at this place averages seventy scholars.

Sunday-school

at Wilson Station
(chapel), connected with this church, averages forty
pupils, with H. L. Robinson as superintendent, and
Elwood Mich'ner as assistant superintendent.

The mission

Wilson Chapel is also a preaching appointment
the pastor connected with this church.

for

Trinity Protestant Episcopal Church.— Previous

to 1837 the Episcopalians
of Moorestown were mem
bers of and worshiped with the Colestown Episcopal

The membership had so increased in Moores
up to 1837 that it was thought advisable to
build a house of worship and become a separate
family.
Accordingly, the new branch was formed,
and the corner-stone of the Protestant Episcopal
Church.

town

Church in Moorestown was laid in October, 1837, and
March 2, 1838, the church was consecrated by Bishop
Doane.
The building is of stone, and located on the
north side of Main Street, in the west part of the vil
lage. The first rector was Rev. Mr. Lee.
His suc
cessors

have been Revs.

Starr,

A.

B. Patterson,

Randall, Thomas L. Franklin, H. H. Welde,
Samuel R. Asbury, Dewitt C. Loupe, and Rev. J. H.
Lamb, the present rector. Elwood Harris donated
the lot upon which the church and rectory are located,
also gave five hundred dollars for the building of the
church.
The first wardens were Dr. J. J. Spencer
and Samuel Rudderow.
Among the first vestrymen
were George F. Doughten, Richard M. Hugg (who
was also one of the early wardens), John C. Haines,
and Samuel Jones.
Senior Warden, George F. Doughten ; Junior War
den, Charles T. Hugg; Vestrymen, S. C. Thornton,
M.D., William Hooten, Peter Hansen, Henry Dough
ten, A. C. Huling, and F. C. Stokes. Value of church
property, fifteen thousand dollars.
Peter Hansen is superintendent

of the Sundayschool, with a total of one hundred and sixty pupils,
and an average attendance of one hundred and thirtyeight.
Roman Catholic Church.— The Roman Catholics
of Moorestown formerly worshiped in a small framebuilding at Fellowship. Their house of worship at
that place was destroyed by fire in the spring of 1867.
This was at that time a mission, attended by Father
Burns, of Camden.
Upon the destruction of the Fellowship Church

measures were at once taken to change the location
to Moorestown, a much larger place, and on the line
of the Camden and Burlington County Railroad.
The lot upon which the church now stands was pur
chased of William H. Haines soon after the destruc
tion of the Fellowship Church, and through the
efforts of Father Burns the present brick
edifice, lo
cated on the south side of Main Street,
nearly oppo
site the Washington Hotel, was built in the
summer

of

1867.

The brick-work of this church was done by.
and the wood-work by parties from

John Clark,
Camden.

Father James McKernan is the priest now
in
Church property valued at

charge of the parish.
five thousand dollars.

Burial-Grounds.— The first burial-place
we have
any account of was on a high knoll on the
south side
of the north branch of Penisaukin
Creek, a little
above the iron bridge, on land now
owned by Wil
liam Haines, and located by Timothy
Hancock in

CHESTER
Timothy Hancock, by deed dated 9th mo.
conveyed to John Appleton, William
Hooton, Thomas Wallis, and John Wallis one-half
acre of land fronting on Penisaukin Creek, for ten
shillings, " for a burying-place for the people there
abouts, and all around adjoining whomsoever that
find it for their convenience and have a desire to
bury there."
This graveyard was located on the bank of the
creek, for the convenience of those living farther down
to come there in boats, as they had no other means
of communication.
In 1824 the inscription on a
1690.

30,

1692,

tombstone was visible, as follows :
" Who ever thou art that passeth
by,
Look on this place, seehow we lie ;
Aud for thy soul be sure care take,
For when deathcomeB,'twill be too late."

Also, on the other side of the slab, " For the memory
of Thomas Wallis, who died wealthy, 1705." And on
another stone, T. W., 1705, said stones having been
removed by vandal hands.
But little trace of the old
burying-place
can now be seen.
There was a bury
ing-ground near the forks of the creek, on the farm
lately belonging to Benjamin T. Rudderow, deceased,
now owned by Dr. N. N. Stokes ; but whether it was
exclusively for the Rudderow family is not known ;
there are no traces of it remaining.
In 1700, when the Society of Friends purchased of
James Adams and Esther, his wife, one acre of land
on the north side of the king's highway in Moores
town, they began to bury there, and in 1795 they pur
chased of Nathan Heritage and wife, for one hundred
and seventy-nine pounds sixteen shillings and three
pence hard money, five acres three roods and thirtynine perches of land adjoining their former lot on
" one acre and one rood" of which
side,
was to be for the sole use of the society of the people
called Quakers for a graveyard to bury their dead
the north

and such other religious

persons as the said people

shall appoint.

The balance of the said lot therein
contained for the sole use of Friends' school at Moores
town.1
The Society of Friends, 2d month 10, 1770,
purchased of Ephraim Haines one-quarter of an acre
of land on the southeast corner of Chester and Oak
Avenues to bury strangers in, and on 3d month 2,
Lippincott, Thomas
1821, Joseph Matlack, Isaac
Walton, Hugh Roberts, and Benjamin Hunt, trustees
of Chester Preparative Meeting, conveyed the said
lot of land to the inhabitants of the township of
Chester, and the township of Chester conveyed the
said lot of land to Dr. John H. Stokes in 1870.
There is a private burying-ground for the Dudley
family on, the farm of Chalkley B. Zelley, a little
northeast of Moorestown. and one on the farm of
Robert Workman, near the Rancocas Creek, for the
1 That part of the above-mentionedschool-lot which lies south of
SecondStreet was changed in 1881by FriendB from school property to a
"FriendB1
graveyard, and has been laid out in plots under the name of
Cemetery."
Green Lawn
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Talman family, in neither of which has there been
any person buried for some years.
buryinghave
The Baptists and Episcopalians
grounds adjoining their churches in Moorestown,
and the Roman Catholics have one about a mile west
of Moorestown, on the south side of the turnpike.

Societies and Corporations. — Pocahontas
Lodge, No. 107, I. O. of O. F.— This lodge was
instituted in Mechanics'
Hall, Moorestown, Aug.
25, 1851, by District Deputy Grand Master Bryant,
assisted by Past Grand Master Read, of Mount Holly,
with the following-named

charter members :

Joseph Lippincott, William H. Elbridge, Richard
H. Wilson, and Samuel Cline, from Morning Star
Lodge; Ivins Davis and Jacob Hollinshead, from
Stiles,
No. 19 ; William H. Leeds, Montgomery
Lemuel C. Rinear, James Davis, and Joseph Snyder,
from New Jersey Lodge, No. 1.
The first elective officers of this lodge were Joseph
Lippincott, N. G. ; Ivins Davis, V. G. ; Richard H.
Wilson, R. S ; William H. Leeds, P. S. ; Jacob Hol
linshead, Treas.
The Past Grands of Pocahontas Lodge

are Joseph

Lippincott, Ivins Davis, William H. Leeds, William
H. Eldridge, Montgomery Stiles, L. C. Rinear, Joseph
Fortener, Charles Hall, Charles Buzby, Darling Con
row, Stokes Haines, Sr., Ellis King, Jacob P. Archer,
Eli Mains, John Jacob Lawrence, William L. Challis,
Joseph C. Stroud, Evan B. Brown, Joseph F. Haines,
Richard B. Lewellen, Charles F. Wells, Thomas D.
Davis, William R. Lippincott, Sr., John Hinchman,
Jr., Richard A. Fowler, Lonsdale J. Roper, John I.
Davis, Thomas R. Blackwood, James Richie, Charles
Crammer, George W. Hall, Samuel Carson, Robert
Muffett, Benjamin Wiltshire, James Muffett, Edward
J. Lloyd, George W. Heaton, John T. Avery, William
Goodbier, William Randall, Chalkley Laconey, John
C. Wells, Levi T. Troth, Charles T. Mason, E. B.
Wilkins, William A. Fish, William H. King, M. K.
Sutherland, Abram W. Deacon, George N. Conrow,
Joshua R. Evans, Samuel R. Lippincott, Samuel A.
Wells, William R. Lippincott, Jr., Levi L. Walton,
Walter C. Scott, Henry A. Hensen, Charles H. Tippenhauer, and Gilbert Aikens.
The regular meetings of this lodge are held on
Thursday evening of each week in Brown's Hall, over
Brown Brothers' store on Main Street, in the village
Like most beneficiary societies it
of Moorestown.
has paid out a large amount of money in aid of the
sick and afflicted, and still retains a surplus fund of
eight thousand dollars, and a membership of one hun
dred and fifty.

Powhatan Encampment, No.
— This encampment was instituted

30, 1. O.

of

O.

F.

in the village of
Moorestown, N. J., Dec. 25, 1865, by Grand Patriarch
William F. Srope, of Frenchtown, N. J., assisted by
Deputy Grand Patriarch Stratton, Past Grand Patri
arch Mulford, Past Deputy Grand Master Wright,
High Priest Frasure, and Grand Senior Warden Con-
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nor, who installed Joseph

F. Haines as C. P. ; Robert
Muffit, H. P. ; John J. Lawrence, S. W. ; James Muf
fett, J. W. ; J. C. Stroud, Scribe ; and Darling Con
row, Treas.

The following list comprises the Past C. P.'s of this
encampment : Joseph F. Haines, Robert Muffett, J.
C. Stroud, J. J. Lawrence, D. Conrow, James Moffett,

John T. Avery, William

Goodbier, Samuel Carson,
George W. Hall, James Richie, William R. Lippin
cott, Sr., George A. Conrow, Evan B. Brown, Charles

T. Mason, Abram W. Deacon, Richard B. Lawallen,
Samuel R. Lippincott, Joshua R. Evans, William H.
King, Levi L. Walton, Levi T. Troth, Samuel A.
Wells, EzraE. Venable, E. B. Wilkins, L. B. Hensen,
H. A. Hensen, William R. Lippincott, Jr., Charles H.
Stroud Bishop, John S. Makins, and
Tippenhauer,
William G. Stiles. The regular conclaves are held
on the first and third Monday evenings in each month
Funds on hand and
in Brown Hall, Moorestown.
invested (March,

1882),

$2700.

Present

officers : C.

P., Frank M. Thomas; H. P., William G. Stiles; S.
W., William H. Vanvane ; J. W., George Brock ;
Scribe, Samuel A. Wells ; Treas., Evan B. Brown.
Membership,

100.

Chester Council, No. 8,

O. U. A. M. — This coun

cil was instituted Oct. 5, 1870, at Moorestown, N. J.,
by State Councilor John S. Read, assisted by ViceCouncilor B. F. Githens and S. C. S. Joseph H.
Shinn, of No. 20; Senior Ex-Councilor J. J. King, of
No. 11 ; Junior Ex-C. B. F. Glading, of No. 11 ; C.
P. James, of No. 30 ; Examiner John W. Bodine, of
No. 10 ; I. P. James Ross, of No. 19 ; and O. P. J.
Griscom, of No. 30.
persons were the charter
The following-named
members : William Lacony, James Richie, Thomas
S. Engle, Charles H. Tippenhauer, Oliver P. Lippin

cott, Darling Conrow, David H. Haines, John H.
Ellis, Henry Haines, William Stratton, Henry I.
Wright, John S. King, George W. Flowers, Elnathan
Roberts, Frank D. Gill, Isaac L. King, George W.
Tippenhauer, Samuel A. Wells, Benjamin Hoskins,
Samuel Fort, Ezra R. Hubbs, James Hammell,
Charles H. Evans, Charles Wells, William Scott, W.
H. Lewallen, Isaac D. Madden, Edward Locke, Aaron
Matlack, Joseph J. Roberts, Isaac Hunter, William
Buzby, Henry C. Stratton, Emanuel Hunter, Walter
R. Lippincott, J. J. Lawrence, Oliver S. Fowler, El
wood Watson, Jacob Matlack.
The first officers of the council were as follows :
O. S. Fowler, C. ; James Richie, V. C. ; Elwood
Watson, S. ; G. W. Flowers, A. S. ; Thomas S. Engle,
F. S. ; Isaac Hunter, Treas. ; Aaron Matlack, I. ;
William Stratton, Exr. ; Henry Haines, I. P. ; Ezra
R. Hubbs, O. P.; Trustees, S. A. Wells, John H.
Ellis, and James Richie.
The Past Councilors are as follows : O. S. Fowler,
James Richie, Samuel A. Wells, Ezra R. Holmes,
John H. Ellis, George W. Flowers, Pi Wilson, A. W.
Deacon, George Mains, Isaac D. Matlack, Samuel

H. Ellis, Elwood Watson, Darling Conrow, H. D.
John C. Wells, George F. Wiltshire, C.
F. Robinson, Benjamin Hoskins, John Hoskins, J.
W. Worthington, W. C. Wiltshire, C. H. Tippen
hauer, and William H. Brock.
Dougherty,

The regular meetings of this council are held on
evening of each week. Present member

Wednesday

ship, 100 ; investments

and cash on hand at last re

port, $1662.02.
The officers for the present term (March, 1882) are
the following-named persons : B. F. Ellis, C. ; Samuel

V. C. ; George F. Wiltshire, R. S. ; C. F.
Robison, A. R. S. ; Allen S. Strickland, F. S. ; Isaac
Hunter, Treas.; C. F. Brock, Con.; Samuel Frake,
Exr. ; Thomas Gillet, I. P. ; S. A. Wells, O. P. ; W.
H. Brock, Jun. Ex C; C. H. Tippenhauer, Sen.
Ex C. ; William Laconey, George F. Wiltshire, and
S. Dager,

S. A. Wells, Trustees.

Moorestown Council, No.

113, O.

U. A. M., was

instituted in Moorestown by Samuel A. Wells, District
H. Shinn, on Nov.
Deputy Councilor, assisted by
The regular meetings are held weekly in
20, 1875.

J.

Brown's Hall.

There is also at Moorestown E. D. Baker Post,
G. A. R., also a lodge of A. O. U. W., and the can
ning-factory, of which Jones Yerkes is manager.

Moorestown Pursuing and Detective

pany. — This organization

Com

was formed Feb. 6, 1875,

and incorporated by the Legislature of New Jersey,
"Its object
and the act approved March 25, 1875.
shall be the detection, arrest, and prosecution of bur
glars, horse-thieves, and other depredators, and the
property."
The following are the
recovery of stolen
names of the incorporators : Levi Ballinger, Levi L.

Walton, Joshua Hollinshead, Nathan S. Roberts, Eli
Sharpless, William Dunn Rogers, Charles Collins,
Samuel C. De Cou, Samuel Brown, Josiah Lippincott,
William Dyer, J. Willets Worthington, and Josiah
D. Pancoast. The first officers of the company were :
President, Charles Collins; Secretary, Frank GariTreasurer, Frank Garigues ; Corresponding
Secretary, J. Willets Worthington.
The regular meetings of the company are held at
gues ;

Moorestown, on the first seventh day of the first month
in each year, at two o'clock p.m. Special meetings
may be called by the directors whenever deemed ne
cessary. The officers and directors for 1882 are as
follows : President, Benjamin H. Gillingham ; Secre
tary, Frank Garigues;

Corresponding

Secretary,

J.

Willets Worthington ; Directors, Benjamin H. Gil
lingham, J. W. Worthington, William Collins, Wil
liam F. Morgan, Samuel S. Huston, Samuel C. De
Cou, Samuel Burroughs, Albert A. Lippincott, David
D. Griscom, William D. Rogers, Morris B. Comfort,
William D. Coles, and Frank Garigues.

Moorestown Agricultural and Industrial
Society. — This society was organized under the laws

of the State of New Jersey, and incorporated in March,
a local affair, well calculated as a

1880, and is purely

CHESTER
stimulus to the agriculturists of this section of the
county to improve the products of the soil as well as
stock. The grounds, about seven acres, were pur
chased of Mary Lippincott, and are beautifully lo

cated a short distance , northeast of the village of
alongside the track of the Camden and

Moorestown,

Burlington County Railroad.
The first board of directors were Levi Ballinger,
William R. Lippincott, William Dunn Rogers, J. E.
Watkins, S. C. Deacon, Josiah Lippincott, Howard
Taylor, Thomas J. Beans, Joshua L. Haines, Clayton
Conrow, and Joseph H. Haines.
The stock of the society was divided into four hun
dred shares of ten dollars each. One of ftie articles
of the society reads, " The object of the society is to
promote the agricultural and industrial interests of
the people of the community by holding exhibitions,
public lectures, and discussions from time to time."
Another article reads, " At the exhibitions of this
society horse-racing, side-shows, and all gambling
institutions that tend to demoralize rather than elevate
society will not be allowed or tolerated."

The annual meetings of the society are held on the
first seventh day (Saturday) of the second month in
each year.
The buildings of the society are all of a class suit
horticultural, and stock ex
agricultural,
hibitions. The main building was a donation from
the Camden and Amboy Railroad, and was formerly

able for

the repair-shop at Bordentown.
The first officers of the society were as follows :
President, William Dunn Rogers; Vice-President,
Howard G. Taylor ; Recording Secretary, J. E. Wat
Beans;
kins; Corresponding Secretary, Thomas

J.

Josiah Lippincott; Executive Committee,
Beans, W. D. Rogers, Levi Ballinger, Samuel C.
De Cou, and H. G. Taylor.
The officers of this society for 1882 are the follow
ing-named persons: President, Clayton Conrow; ViceTreasurer,

T.

J.
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B. Brown, James Atkinson, Gilbert Aitken, Charles
Brown, Davis
Brown, Jacob W. Stiles, William
Proud, Lorenzo Hansen, Charles Nicholson, Alfred
Brock, J. N. Evans, Matthias Neapling, Harry Robin
son, Thomas Gill, Jr., A. F. Aitkens, and Elwood
Michenor. The reading-room is to be well supplied
with the choicest
papers of the day.

as well

as

attractive

books and

Industries. — One of the oldest and most import
ant industries formerly carried on in Moorestown
was tanning.
Being surrounded by a heavily wooded
country, bark was easily and cheaply obtained, but the
forests have disappeared, more expeditious methods
of tanning invented, and such country establishments
are things of the past. The largest occupied the land
on the north side of Main Street, where the houses
and shops of George P. Eisele and John Leworthy and
the Methodist Church now stand, and extended back
It was for a long time extensively
to Second Street.
carried on by James Robinson, an Englishman ; he
was a bachelor, and had his niece living with him.
When he died she returned to England. James Rob
inson purchased the property in 1793 of Abner Pea
cock and his wife Isabella.
She purchased it in 1787
of John Huestis, and he purchased in 1757 of Joshua
Bispham, who purchased it of Thomas Moore and

After Robinson's death
Elizabeth, his wife, in 1747.
the property was purchased by William Boradaile
They carried on
and Samuel H. Edwards, in 1822.
the business a few years, and were succeeded by Isaac
to carry it on for a short
passed into the hands of

Saunders, who continued
time, when the property

Amos Stiles, and the tannery went to decay. The
buildings
accidentally caught fire in 1838 and
burned.
The
were
property remained iu the posses
sion of Amos Stiles until his death in 1856, when it
old

in lots.
There was a tannery in the western part of the town,
west of Union Street. For some time previous to
was sold off

Secretary, J. E.
M. B. Comfort;
Treasurer, Josiah Lippincott; Executive Committee,
Levi Ballinger, Charles S. Taylor, and William Dunn

it was owned and carried on by Thomas Bispham,
when he sold to James Black, who in 1810 sold to
John Vaughn ; he sold to William Burrough in 1817,
and William Burrough sold to David Vanderveer in

Rogers.

1819.
Thomas Vanderveer, son of David, carried on
the business a few years, and then moved to Mon
mouth County and went to farming.
David moved

President,

Watkins;

Eli

Sharpless ; Recording
Corresponding Secretary,

Free Reading-Room or Young Men's Chris
tian Association. —This organization was brought
into existence in Moorestown through the influence
of a few young men of the place, who saw the neces
sity of attracting the rising generation to the channel
of literature and friendly associations, which might
otherwise prove fatal to their future prospects; there
fore on Tuesday evening, Feb. 21, 1882, the "Free
Association" was fully organized
Reading-Room
by
officers : Presi
the election of the following-named
Gilbert
dent, James Atkinson ; Vice - President,
Treasurer, Matthias Neapling ; Secretary,
C. Davis, The following names were en
rolled as members of the association : Rev. J. H
Lamb, Rev. S. C. Chattain, Thomas C. Davis, Evan

Aitkens
Thomas

;

1806

to Philadelphia and went into the lumber business,
and the tannery was no longer used. The buildings
remained in a dilapidated condition until 1879, when
they were sold off, and the property passed into the
possession of Albert C. Hewlings, and some handsome
new buildings have taken the place of the old, rick-

Tradition says that Thomas Moore's
etty structures.
hotel was in one of the houses on this property.
There was a tannery a little west of the town, on

the farm now owned by John Perkins. It stood a
little to the east of his dwelling-house, and was last
carried on by George Matlack. It was burned down
about 1820.
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The nurseries of Moorestown were perhaps the best
in the State.
Peaches were carted from Chester
township, between 1823 and 1826, to New Brunswick
or Amboy, and taken from there in steamboats or
packets to New York market, where they brought
from one to four dollars a basket. The farmers in
Monmouth County bought large quantities of peachtrees at the Moorestown nurseries and planted them,
and they soon began to raise their own trees, which
in a few years put an end to carting peaches from
here to New York, and to the trade in trees also.
Samuel Coles appears to have been about the first
person who gave the nursery business special atten
He carried it on a good many years, and was
tion.

at that time being owned by John C. Haines, de
ceased.
He took down the old shop and erected the
present handsome and spacious building.
The house opposite the William Penn Hotel, now
occupied by Ebenezer Roberts, was formerly owned

by Gilbert Page, and the eastern part occupied by
him for a store. Gilbert Page purchased the prop
erty of Thomas Page and Abbie, his wife, in 1816, and

it of Joshua Borton and
Elizabeth, his wife, in 1807. Joshua Borton built the
house, and most likely established the store.
On the corner of Main Street and Chester Avenue,
where now stands the store of George F. Doughten,
formerly stood an old frame store, by whom built we
Thomas

Page

purchased

succeeded by Joseph French, who lived but a few
years, and was succeeded by Andrew Hollinshead,
who continued in the business but a short time, and

Business was successively carried
on there by Joshua Humphreys, Enoch Roberts, and
Doughten & Haines.
The last parties commenced

was succeeded by Edward French and John Perkins,
who commenced about 1830, and carried on an ex
tensive trade in fruit-trees.
They continued together

business there about 1830, and continued for some
years, when Haines sold out to Doughten, who in a
few years took down the old store and erected the
present capacious building. Doughten also built the

about ten years, when French sold out to Perkins,
who introduced ornamental trees and plants, and still
continues the business. John S. Collins, Samuel C.
De Cou, and Silas Walton carry on quite a consider
able trade in trees and plants.

Caleb Poinsett &

Sons carry on a brick-yard near Hooton's mill stream,
west of the Marlton road, and John Muffit & Son
have a brick- and tile-yard on the north side of the
Moorestown
bridge.

and

Camden

turnpike,

near

the iron

One of the first stores formerly stood on the south
side of Main Street, at the western end of the town,
on land now owned by the daughters of Ebenezer
Roberts, deceased, nearly opposite the old tan-yard,
where formerly stood Thomas Moore's hotel.
The
last persons who kept this store that we now have any
account of were Matthew West, Ellis Stokes, and

Joseph Wood. Wood remained there a short time,
and then moved into the old store where E. B. Brown
& Brothers' new one now stands, where he held a
number of auction sales. From there he moved to
Trenton.
Wood was a good business man and quite

successful.

After Joseph Wood left the store down

town, it was fitted up for a school-house, in which
Darling Lippincott and Ezra Roberts kept a board
ing- and day-school for some years.

The store formerly standing on the southeast cor
ner of Main Street and the Marlton road was last
kept by Joseph Jones, and owned by Andrew Hol
linshead. After Jones left the store, Andrew Hollins
head sold the store buildings to Edmund Kinsey, who
had them moved to the farm now owned by William
Where the store of E. B. Brown & Broth

Warrick.
ers

now stands there formerly

stood a smith-shop,

which was changed into a store, and was for a long
time kept by Joseph Bispham, who also made hats.
After his death it was successively kept by Joseph
Wood, Thomas Stiles, Collins & Lippincott, Haines
& Buzby, and E. B. Brown & Brother, the property

have no record.

house, a little east of the store, where he now lives.
The smithery belonging to Lydia B. Brock, and
now occupied by Collins & Allaways, was purchased

Cox, a blacksmith, of his father, John
It is reasonable to suppose he carried
Cox, in 1780.
on the smithing business,-and he or his father may
have built the old stone shop now standing, but of

by William

that there is no evidence.

The administrator

of Wil

liam Cox sold the property to Isaac Archer in 1803.
Archer sold it to Joseph Hayes in 1806.
David Vanderveer purchased the property where
the house and shops belonging to the estate of David
Heaton now stand of Thomas Bispham in 1801, and
it is presumed he built the large frame shop. The
smith-shop was formerly on the opposite side of the
street. The present brick smith-shops were built by
David Heaton.
David Vanderveer carried on an ex
tensive business in carriage-making
until 1823, when
he sold out to David Ogden, who soon died, and the
property was sold to Heaton & Richardson.
Richard
son in a few years sold out to Heaton.
Amos Stiles purchased the property now owned
and occupied by Henry Greenwald, situate on the
north side of Main Street, which then extended back
to Second Street, of Isaac Archer in 1809.
Archer
purchased it of Benjamin
Scattergood
in 1794.

Archer built the house and shops.

Amos Stiles car
ried on a large and profitable business in carriagemaking until about 1835, when he rented the shops to
Lippincott & Tatem. Lippincott drew out of the
firm about 1845, and Tatem continued the business.
Stiles died in 1856, and his widow in 1858,
when the property was sold to John Needles, and the
business discontinued.
John Cox in 1745 purchased
of Nehemiah Haines all that lot of land lying be
tween Levi Lippincott's property and Chester Avenue.
He kept tavern in the old house now standing a little
east of George F. Doughten's
residence.
He was
Amos

,,

Digitizatian Support fram

OrigiilKll from

MICROSOFT

YALE !JNIVERSITY

/StLcffe

o£$k*€*&*&5

CHESTER
town clerk from 1748 to 1790, and served on the town
ship committee from 1760 to 1795, except one year,
besides filling other township offices.
He appears to
have been a man of good business qualifications, and

wrote a very plain hand. The first settlers held their
town-meetings at the houses of such persons as were
most favorably located for them. When the inhab
itants became more numerous and widely spread they
were held at the hotels, until the town-house in

Moorestown was built in 1812.
Such being the case,
it is most probable that John Cox built his hotel soon
after he bought the property, and having filled so
many offices so long he must have been generally
•known and very popular, and there is no doubt but
the town-meetings were generally held at his hotel.
It is supposed he died between 1795 and 1800. After
his death the hotel was kept by different persons
1830, when the house ceased to be used
for that purpose.

until about
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
HON. CLAYTON

LIPPINCOTT.

Lippincott, conveyancer, master in
chancery, and ex-judge of the Court of Common
Pleas for Burlington County, was born in Chester
Hon. Clayton

His
Jan. 19, 1810.
township, now Cinnaminson,
grandfather was Thomas, and his father was William,
who was a farmer, and resided upon a part of the old
Lippincott tract, bought of Thomas Stephenson, a sonin-law of Edward Billinge, one of the proprietors of
West New Jersey.

William Lippincott died April 7, 1813, aged fortytwo years. His wife, Ann, daughter of William
Rogers, near Mount Holly, and a descendant from
John Rogers, the progenitor of the family in New
Jersey, died Dec. 22, 1822, in her fifty-third year.

Beulah Higbee.
Thpy were both considered excel
lent workmen, and the number of good clocks of
their make now in use removes all doubts about their
skill and workmanship.

Their children are Amasa, a farmer, died near
Vincentown, Feb. 26, 1862, in his sixty-eighth year ;
William, a farmer of Cinnaminson, died May 7, 1879,
in his eighty-first year; Israel, a farmer in the same
township, died May 9, 1879, in his seventy-seventh
year; Martha, widow of Timothy Paxton, of Penn
sylvania; Ann, born Nov. 13, 1805, died unmarried
Jan. 10, 1879; Thomas, born in 1804, is a farmer
near Fellowship, in Mount Laurel township ; Benja
min, a carpenter by trade, went to Tampico, Mexico,
where he died in 1830, aged twenty-two ; Clayton,
subject of this sketch ; Elizabeth, born in 1812, April
6th, wife of Nathan Hunt Conrow, of Moorestown.
Until a half-century ago the Lippincotts were agri

The large white-oak-tree standing in the side
on the south side of Main Street, near the
middle of the town, now corner to lands of Dr. S.
C. Thornton and the daughters of William Mat-

culturists, but since have become identified, in many
instances prominently, with other business pursuits
They have generally been members
and professions.
of the Friends' Society, generation after generation,

lack, deceased, is the same tree referred to as "a
white-oak,"
small
the beginning corner to a lot of
land of Edward Harris and Jane, his wife, conveyed
to Thomas Ewing by deed dated the 7th day of April,
1803. The term small is very indefinite ; but suppose
it was fifteen years old at that time, it would now be

from the progenitor of the family here.
Clayton Lippincott spent his boyhood at the district

Morgan Hollinshead and Hugh Hollinshead, who
were cousins, were both clock-makers. Morgan owned
Friends'
the property east of the
meeting-house, which
occupied
is now owned and
by Nathaniel M. Dudley.
He worked in the shop now occupied by Joseph Lip

Hugh
pincott, Esq., for an office and clothing-store.
Hollinshead worked in a shop and kept a store on the
southwest corner of Main Street and the old Eves
ham road, on property now owned and occupied by

walk

and appears very thrifty.
Its circum
ference at four feet from the ground is eleven feet two
inches.
The large buttonwood-tree standing on the north
ninety-four

side of Main Street, about thirty feet east of the Wil
liam Penn Hotel, that has so long served as bulletinboard for the residents of Moorestown and the vicin
ity, was planted about 1750 by Henry Warrington,
grandfather

of Hannah Warrington, a very aged
woman, now living at the west end of the town.
Some years ago there was quite a large aperture in
the south side of the tree, and it seemed to be gradu
ally decaying, but the hole was. filled with brick and
mortar, which are now nearly covered with new wood,
and the tree appears healthy and vigorous ; its circum
ference four feet from the ground is fourteen feet two
inches.

After reaching the age of
school and on the farm.
nineteen years he attended two terms at the Wil
mington Friends' Boarding-School,
and was a teacher
He had a clear head
for several consecutive winters.
in mathematics, learned surveying, and has followed
it more or less in connection with other business. He
married, in 1837, Rachel, daughter of Arthur and
Martha (Ballinger) Collins, of Evesham township,
who died June 16, 1881, aged sixty-five years. They
have two daughters, — Martha C, wife of Samuel C.
De Cou, near Moorestown, and Annie, widow of the
late Thomas C. Andrews, at home.
For some twenty-three years following his marriage

Mr. Lippincott was a farmer in Chester township,
took an active interest in agriculture, and was one of
the founders of the Burlington County Agricultural
Society, of which he was a member for many years.
Early in life he took an interest in the affairs of
his township and county, and held the positions of
clerk and collector of the township for several years,
and was a member of the board of chosen freehold-
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In 1844 he was elected on the Democratic ticket,
and served in the State Legislature of 1845, which
ers.

revised the Constitution of the State. In 1860 he was
appointed a judge of the Court of Common Pleas
for Burlington County, and by reappointment filled

the homestead property, left the old stone house, and
erected the present brick structure on Main Street,
Moorestown, in which he resided. He was never phys
ically of strong constitution, and died in 1815, in his

a place on the bench for fifteen years.
Moorestown

in

1860, where

He settled in
his time has been largely

taken

up officially as trustee, guardian, or adminis
trator in settling estates, in conveyancing and sur
veying.

Judge Lippincott has spent an active life, and has
been largely identified with the local public affairs of
the township of Chester and Burlington County for
and a director of the First
nearly a half-century,
National Bank of Camden for about twenty years.
His quick perception, ready ability in general busi
and integrity have always
ness, sound judgment,
commanded the esteem and confidence of his fellowmen.

JOHN CORTLAND

HAINES.

of NeheHaines,
miah Haines, was born in Moorestown, Burlington
Co., N. J., in 1804, and died May 12, 1879.
He ob
tained his early education in the school of his native
place, and spent his early life on his father's farm.
John Cortland

great-grandson

For one year he was a clerk iu a store in Burlington,
and, returning to Moorestown, became the partner of
George F. Doughten, a prominent merchant of that
village.
These business relations were successfully
until about 1839, when by mutual agree
ment Mr. Haines withdrew from the firm, and asso
ciated with himself in mercantile business John W.
Buzby, of the same place. They continued in trade
until 1860, when he gave up the business and retired
to private life.
The homestead that had come down
from Nehemiah Haines came into his possession,
which he disposed of to the late Dr. Spencer, now
the property of Arthur Miller.
Mr. Haines was a
man free from ostentation, of correct habits, and a
man who tried to fulfill the full duties of a good citi
zen.
He was devoted to his business and surround
ing associations, and never sought public place.
He was an active member of the Episcopal Church
continued

which he served as vestryman for
many years, and to which he contributed liberally of
his means.
Nehemiah Haines, alluded to above, was the pro
genitor of the family in Burlington County, and pur
chased some three hundred
acres of land
about
Moorestown, a part of which is the present site of
at Moorestown,

that beautiful village.

His

son Ephraim

succeeded to the homestead
property, and erected a stone house, in which he re
sided until his death. His wife, Hannah, a sister of
the late Dr.. Stokes, bore him children, — John, Sam
uel, Anna, and Ephraim, the latter being a lumber
merchant in Philadelphia for many years. Of these,
John, father of Johu Cortland Haines, succeeded to

JOHN CORTLAND .HAINES.
fifty-first

year. His wife, Mary, daughter of Moses
Wills, of Rancocas, died in 1823, May 3d, in her
sixty-first year. Their children are Samuel, a farmer,
resided on the homestead property, and died in Moores
town; Margaretta, became the wife of Joseph Buzby,
and died in 1850 ; Joseph, died at the age of twenty
in Philadelphia; Elizabeth, now nearly eighty years
of age, of Moorestown ; Richard, of Alliance, Ohio ;
John Cortland, and Mary, who died unmarried in
1856, at the age of forty.

THE MATLACK FAMILY.
Matlack, of Cropwell Bishop, Notting
hamshire. England, came to America in the ship
" Kent," Capt.
Gregory Mario w, accompanied by
Thomas Olive and Dr. Daniel Wills.
Reaching
Sandy Hook, they touched at Perth Amboy, thence
to Chester, N. J., on the Delaware, where the people
left the ship and went up the river to the island now
called Burlington. This was called the first ship that
brought settlers to West Jersey. William was a car
penter by trade, and built the first two houses
erected
in Burlington.
He married Mary Hancock, who
came from Brayles, Warwickshire, England, in 1681,
March 7th, with her brother Timothy, in the ship
" Paradise."
They had six sons and three daughters,
and lived to see their youngest daughter the mother
of seven children.
William

,,
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William Matlack was granted one hundred acres
of land by Thomas Olive, between the north and
south branches of the Pensaukin Creek, in Chester
township, adjoining Timothy Hancock's
one hun
dred acres, and this property, with adjoining lands
purchased by them, has been in the family since, a
period of over two hundred years.
William, son of William and Mary Matlack, was
born on the homestead, and there died Dec. 2, 1790.
He succeeded to the homestead property, and married
Ann Antrim, in the Friends' meeting-house in Bur
lington, Aug. 17, 1713, by whom he had eight chil

dren. William, second son of William and Ann Matlack, born June 31, 1725, died May 15, 1795. He mar
ried Mary Turner, Oct. 1, 1748, at Haddonfield.
Their

children were Asa, born Oct. 21, 1783 ; Rachel, May
Ann, May 17, 1787 ; Mary, April 3, 1789 ;
Atlantic, Aug. 14, 1791; Reuben, Oct. 10, 1793;
26, 1785 ;

21, 1795 ; and Mordecai, Sept. 10, 1797.
were married and reared families, except the
youngest son, who died young.

Martha, May

All

The eldest, Asa, died in March, 1851, on the home
He was a blacksmith by trade and a farmer,
a man of good judgment, well read, and during the
latter part of his life became very much interested in
gathering valuable historical material bearing upon
the early settlement of the township of Chester and
West Jersey, which facts he carefully noted in uumistakable language and systematic penmanship in
stead.

Joseph,

his books kept for that purpose.
His wife, Tamar,
daughter of John and Letitia Roberts, of Byberry,
Pa., born in June, 1783, died in 1850. Their children
are Mordecai, born March 14, 1808, a farmer, resides
near the old homestead, has furnished much material

trades. Reuben learned the trade of a blacksmith,
purchased four acres of land from the homestead of

for the Chester history ; Ann Roberts, widow of the
late Robert Stackhouse, of Philadelphia, who died in
1881, in his eightieth year, resides with her brother

children were Atlantic, born in 1750 ; William, 1752 ;
John, 1755; Reuben, born Nov. 17, 1757, died Aug.

Jane, 1760; Samuel, 1761; Rebecca, 1765;
1767; George, born 1770; and Mary, born in
1772. It was common in those days for the sons to learn

2,1808;

his father) erected his shop thereon, and there carried
on blacksmithing and the manufacture of scythes and
sickles most of his life, together with general farming,
having added to his first purchase, making it some
He married Elizabeth, daughter of
seventy acres.

Kendall and Ann Coles, who was born in

1762.

Their

Mordecai,

and was born March 4, 1810, has one son,
of Pennsylvania; and Asa, born

Dr. Stackhouse,
March 31, 1820,

a farmer on the old homestead. The
house owned and occupied by Asa, just named, which
fell to him by inheritance from his father, was partly
built by his ancestors far back in the early part of the

HISTORY OF BURLINGTON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

270
eighteenth

century, and additions made thereto by
his grandfather Reuben, and is now about one hun
dred and fifty years old. Asa Matlack has spent his

fully exemplified his high Christian character and
kind and manly spirit. His only-surviving son, Wil
liam, who inherits and resides upon the old home

life on this farm, and, like his ancestors before him,
has followed in a quiet way agricultural pursuits.

stead,

His

wife, whom he married Oct. 21, 1841, is Beulah,
daughter of Thomas Thorn and Mary Haines, of
Camden County, N. J. She was born May 7, 1813.
Her mother, Mary Haines, born Dec. 23, 1776, died
Dec. 20, 1852, was a daughter of John and Hipparchia

was born July 6, 1844, is a thoroughgoing
farmer, interested in the local affairs of his township
and county, and a member of the agricultural and
His wife, Re
industrial society of Moorestown.
becca, whom he married in 1873, is a daughter of

Haines.

George M. Haverstick and Alice Comfort, of Moores
town. Their children are Alice H. and Emma. The
family of Matlack are members of ttje society of

N.

Friends.

John Haines was a farmer near Woodbury,
born in 1753, and died in 1805; his wife was
born Dec. 19, 1756, and died in 1830 ; and this John
Haines was a son of William and Sarah Haines, of
N. J. Mrs. Matlack's father, Thomas
Woodbury,

J.,

ELISHA HUNT.

Robert Hunt, the progenitor of this branch of the
Thorn, was born Feb. 17, 1776, and died Dec. 26,
1854.
The children of Asa and Beulah Matlack are Hunt family, came from England in 1700 ; married
John T., died young ; Mary T., wife of William C. Elizabeth, aunt of John Woolman, the minister, and
Smith, on the homestead ; John R., a farmer near
they were among the early settlers of Mansfield town
Swedesboro', N. J.; Walter, a cabinet-maker
in. ship, Burlington County, N. J. He died Jan. 23,
Philadelphia ; Tamar, who finished her education in 1716, leaving children,— Robert, born 1709; John,
Of
the Trenton State Normal School, a teacher for several
1711; Elizabeth, 1713; and Samuel, in 1715.
years ; and T. Chalkley Matlack, who was educated
them, Robert was a shoemaker in Burlington, married
at the Friends' Central School, Philadelphia, also a
Abigail, daughter of Benjamin Wood. Their chil
She died Feb.
dren were Abigail, John, and Robert.
teacher.
George Matlack, son of William and Mary (Tur
His second wife, Martha, widow of George
22, 1747.
Ward, had four children, — Elizabeth, Esther, Joshua,
ner) Matlack, before mentioned, born March 6, 1770,
died Dec. 8, 1841.
He was a shoemaker and farmer,
Joshua, son of Robert and Martha Hunt,
and Hope.
His wife, Esther, a daughter
and resided on a part of the Matlack homestead.
was born Feb. 1, 1753.
daughter
Sept.
Hannah
Samuel
and
of
His wife, Sarah, a
of Enoch Roberts, born
4, 1751, died Feb. 5, 1820.
Roberts, was born Feb. 8, 1776, and died Aug. 15,
Joshua Hunt resided in Moorestown most of his life,
Friends' school in the
1860.
His residence was built by his father, William,
and was the first teacher in the
part
with
its
last
In 1790 he removed with his
in the early
of the
century, which,
old stone school-house.
Their chil
additions, remain in the family in 1882.
family to Redstone Fort, now called Brownsville, Pa.,
dren were Lydia, born Jan. 12, 1797, wife of Isaac
and there died the next year. Their children are
Lippincott, died Dec. 5, 1871 ; Mary, born Aug. 28, Elisha, born Oct. 7, 1779, died July 23, 1873; Enoch,
born Aug. 17, 1781, died July 4, 1802; Aaron, born
1800, widow of Thomas B. Evans, of Moorestown ;
and William, born Oct. 14, 1806, died July 27, 1881.
His wife, Rebecca, was a daughter of Joseph and
(Roberts) Evens, was born Oct. 18, 1810,
Their children are George,
and died Nov. 14, 1876.

Rebecca

succeeded to the homestead property, and died April
23, 1878, aged forty-one years ; Joseph, died young ;

Mary; William

; Samuel R., deceased; Rebecca; and
The father, William, seem
Sarah, who died young.
ingly inherited that energy and business activity
of his ancestors, and may safely be
characteristic
termed a representative farmer.
Leaving the o'd

homestead in possession of his son George, in 1860
he erected a fine and substantial farm dwelling on
one hundred acres of land contiguous to the old
homestead, which he had purchased before, and there
resided until 1879, when he settled in Moorestown,
where he spent the remainder of his life.
He gave
his life to business pursuits, never sought official
place, but, like his ancestors, he was a firm supporter
of the Whig and Republican parties. He was a long

sufferer for some time prior to his death, but in all
this he bore affliction without a murmur, and more

March

9, 1783, died young ;

Nathan, born April

12,

1784; Caleb, born Oct. 28, 1786, died July 24, 1834;
Stacy, born April 21, 1789; and Rachel, born Oct. 24,
1791, became the wife of David Roberts, of Chester
Of their children,
township, N. J., and died in 1881.
Nathan went to Ohio, married, and at his death left
a large family ; Stacy also died in Ohio, leaving a
family of children ; Caleb removed with his parents
daughter of Mor
of Baltimore County.
children, — Alfred, president of the
Works ; Eliza, wife of James M.
Walker, of Waterford, Va. ; Ruth Ann, wife of Robert
F. Roberts, of Alexandria, Va. ; Mary H. resides with
her brother Mordecai ; Edmund, a miller, of Alex
andria, Va. ; Elisha H., deceased, was a merchant in
Philadelphia; and Mordecai Hunt. Rhoda M. Hunt,
born Nov. 23, 1789, died at Brownsville, Pa., Nov. 15,

Pennsylvania,
and Ruth
They had seven
Bethlehem Ironto

decai

married

Rhoda,

Matthews,

1829.

Elisha Hunt, eldest son of Joshua, also removed
with his parents to Redstone Fort, Pa., and being the
eldest ohild, then eleven years of age, he remembered
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well the tedious journey, with two wagans, seven

he had purchased the year before.

horses, one cow, and provisions, across the Delaware
on scows, through Philadelphia, then not built above

to reside until his decease in 1873, and the property
now owned and occupied by his nephew Mordecai,
before named. His wife died Nov. 26, 1843. aged
seventy years. They were members of the Society
He afterwards married Sarah Under
of Friends.

is

a

a

minister, who
woman of intelligence, and
still living.
Elisha Hunt was intellectual, well informed, and

wood,

good citizen, with decided opinions, and a
upright,
supporter
of Federal, Whig, and Republican
firm
principles.
a

it,

a

residing in the log house. After his father's death,
the following winter, 1791, the responsibility of affairs
fell upon his mother and himself, and was well man
aged.
Esther Hunt was woman of good natural abilities,

is

Street, across the Schuylkill on a raft made of
weeks'
logs, and a three
trip with its many interesting
They
incidents, finally reaching their destination.
purchased a farm the next year and settled upon

Fifth

Here he continued

devoted to the interests of the religious Society of
Friends, of which she was a member, several times

ISAAC

the Yearly Meeting in Baltimore, to which
twentyshe belonged, a journey of three hundred and
performed
always
was
horseback.
She
on
four miles,
meetings
in
of
establishment
in
the
serviceable
very

attended

COLLINS.

a

and settled on

a

farm near

a

is

a

a

8,

a

a

a

a

;

;

1

a

5,

a

a

son of Francis and
His grandfather, John, was
farmer, and
Ann Collins, was born in 1749, was
the first of the name who resided upon the Collins
Burlington
Ohio, and, though necessarily frequently absent from homestead in the township of Chester,
through the troublous times of
He
lived
J.
N.
Co.,
her
over
control
firm
home, maintained a steady,
the French and Indian war, the Revolutionary war,
family, and gave her children the best education pos
He had a
and the war of 1812, and died in 1817.
These through necessity
sible in that new country.
township.
His
Medford
resided
in
who
Job,
brother
that
had
lessons
learned economy and self-reliance,
fifty1805, aged
first wife, Ruth Burdail, died Oct.
much to do in shaping their careers in after-life.
years. Their children were Ann, John, Job,
Elisha never went to school after leaving New Jersey, five
thirtyin Evesham township, died in 814, aged
farmer
sur
learn
Uniontown
to
months
at
excepting three
years
died
of
wife
Isaac
Roberts,
Arthur, Phebe,
one
veying, but his education being superior even at that
years
aged
Enoch
of
and
wife
Rhoda,
sixty
in
1838,
age to the teachers in that wilderness country, he
Roberts, died in 1846, aged sixty-six years. His
taught the rest of the children.
Friends'
second wife was the widow of Joshua A. Hunt, whom
In 1806 he married Mary Hussey at
he married in 1807. Of these children, Arthur, father
home
Meeting in Baltimore, and with his wife rode
of Isaac Collins, succeeded to the homestead, and died
of
Collins,
John
married
mother
His
on horseback.
in 1819, aged thirty-three years and eleven months.
Moorestown, the next spring, and returned to New
daughter of Levi and Hannah
His
wife, Martha,
which
oc
Jersey, where she resided till her death,
Laurel, survived him, and after
Mount
of
Ballinger,
beloved
her
with
She
1820.
in
curred 2d month
his death married Benjamin H. Lippincott, of Eves
friend, Ann Edwards, of Moorestown (a minister),
ham, survived him, and died in Moorestown in 1860,
were drowned while attempting to cross the Delaware
her seventy-fourth year. Her children by the first
in
carriage.
od the ice in
marriage
were Isaac Chalkley, died young, and Rachel,
Elisha Hunt remained on the farm several years,
Clayton Lippincott, of Moorestown,
Judge
of
wife
established
part
of this century
but in the early
children by her second marriage
The
1881.
in
died
mercan
on
carried
Caleb
brother
store, and with his
George L. Gillingham, of Ches
of
wife
energetic
busi
are Elizabeth,
They were
tile business successfully.
Benjamin
B. Lippincott, of Oil
aud
part
township,
ter
of
owners
ness men of Brownsville (now called),
Pa.
City,
build
in
interested
and
the cotton-mill of the place,
" En
Isaac, only son of Arthur and Martha (Ballinger)
ing and sailing the first steamboat, called the
1809.
Mississippi
terprise,"
was born on the homestead Dec.
Collins,
that went down the Ohio and
spent in the routine of farm-work
was
minority
His
only
The
1812.
in
to New Orleans and returned,
boardingand attending the district school and the
young man
child of Elisha Hunt was son, Emmor,
twentyschool at Wilmington, Del., during which time he
died in 1831 in his
of great prominence, whoyears'
learned the inestimable lessons of industry, economy,
Salem,
near
residence
third year. After few
and self-reliance, so essential to financial success, and
from mercantile
Ohio, his father, having withdrawn
He was united in mar
characteristic of the family.
years
farm
his
on
business, resided again for a few
riage Jan. 23, 1833, to Sarah, daughter of Owen and
purchased
and
re
afterwards
near Brownsville, and
Mary (Haines) Stratton, of Medford, who was born
vicinity.
moved to one in that
granddaughter of Jonathan
April 19, 1814, and
Elisha
Upon the death of his brother Caleb in 1834,
Both families of Collins and Stratton are
Stratton.
interests there, and
Hunt disposed of all his business
orphan
of
the Society of Friends. He succeeded
members
wife and the
in the spring of 1835, with his
homestead
by inheritance, and then carried
old
the
to
State,
native
children of his brother, returned to his
general farming until the spring of 1861. In 1859
Moorestown, N. J., which on
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Mr. Collins purchased fifty acres of land -north of the
railroad in Moorestown, which he subsequently sold
to a company of ten men, who laid it out into lots
and streets. Upon this property a score or more of
fine and substantial

dwellings have been erected, and

it forms a very desirable part of the village of Moores
town for private residences.
He resided upon this
until 1866, when he retired and located on the corner
of Main and Mount Laurel Streets in Moorestown,
where he resides in 1882.
Mr. Collins was a repre
sentative agriculturist, and was one of the pioneers
in this section in the cultivation of strawberries and
The latter noted berry
the Wilson blackberries.
originated from a wild bush taken by John Wilson
from the pines, which the Collinses afterward pur
chased and made a specialty of its culture.
Mr. Collins has given little attention to matters
outside of his own business, and never held official
place, except to serve as committeeman in the town
ship.
His children are Martha L., wife of Amos A.
Rogers, of Chester; John S., a farmer on the old home
stead ; Mary S., wife of Clayton Conrow, of Cinnamin
son; and Charles, a farmer in Mount Laurel township.

DAVID ROBERTS.

" Kent," Gregory
the year 1677 the good ship
Marlow, master, " the second from London to the west
parts,"
ern
arrived in the Delaware from Old England
In

after a tedious passage, with two hundred and thirty
passengers, mostly members of the Society of Friends,
some of good estates in England.
Among these were

John

Roberts and Sarah, his wife, from Ourton, in
Warwickshire ; also the commissioners, — Thomas
Olive, Daniel Wills, and others. The date of their
departure from England is not known, but when about

to sail, "King Charles II., in his barge, pleasuring in
the Thames, came alongside.
Seeing a great many
passengers, and informed whence they were bound,
asked if they were all Quakers, and gave them his
blessing."
The vessel reached New Castle the 16th
of 6th mo. (0. S.), and from some unknown cause
the passengers were landed near the mouth of Rac
coon Creek. The commissioners had already left the
Chigoe's1
(or Jegou's) Island,
ship for a place called
now Burlington. John Roberts and others proceeded
up the river to this place, where he remained till 1682,
when, having had a plantation of two hundred and
sixty-seven acres surveyed to him on the north branch

of Pensauken Creek, he removed there with his family,
residing in a cave (or booth) till a log house could be
erected. This cave has been filled up, but its site can
still be pointed out. John Roberts had other tracts
of land surveyed to him higher up on said north
1 In Smith's "History of New Jersey" this is called Chigoe's Island;
but Henry Armitt Brown, in his oration at the bi-centennial celebration
of Burlington, gives it Jegou's Island, and saysit has taken its namenot
from an Indian chief, as was at first supposed,but from a Frenchman
who lived there.

branch, the line dividing the townships of Evesham
and Chester passing over them.
He died in 1695,
and was buried in the graveyard at Pensauken, lo
cated on the farm now owned and occupied by Wil
liam B. Haines.
The children of John and Sarah
Roberts were John, who married Mary Elkinton in
1712; Sarah, Enoch Cove in 1705; Hannah, who was
twice married, first to Samuel Burrough, in 1699, and
to Richard Bidgood in 1733 ; and Mary, who married
Thomas Eves on the same day of Hannah's first mar
riage, which marriages took place at the house of their
mother, Sarah
many years.

Roberts,

who survived

her husband

John Clement, in his " History of Gloucester
County," says
of Sarah Roberts that '' she was a
noticeable character in her day. When the inhab
yr
itants of Chester township, Burlington Co., in the
responsibilities
of
wished
to
assume
a
cor
the
1696,
poration, Sarah Roberts was the only female who
signed the agreement as one of the residents and tax
payers therein.
In the year 1700, James Adams con
veyed one acre of land to the Friends of Chester for
the purpose of a meeting-house and burying-place.
The grantees consisted of thirteen persons, of whom
Sarah Roberts was one, she being the only instance
of a female acting in the capacity of a trustee for real
estate in that religious society.
These things mark
her as a woman understanding and participating in
matters generally left for the sterner sex to manage,
aud show that her opinion was regarded and her
importance."
influence sought in matters of public
After her husband's death she added to the estate,
joining with several others in the purchase of one
hundred acres of land and swamp in Burlington
County, called the Canal Swamp, in 1697, and in
1703 purchased of William Clark all his one hundred
acres of land and housing thereon, which lay adjoin
ing the two hundred and sixty-seven acres first located
by her husband.
She gave all her land and housing,
etc., to her only and well-beloved
son, John, by deed
dated 20th o-f 2d mo., 1712.

John Roberts also
and was married at
on the 21st of 1st
They settled on that

heired all his father's real estate,

Friends'

Meeting in Burlington

mo., 1712, to Mary Elkinton.
part of the estate crossed by the
line dividing Evesham and Chester townships. They
had eight children,— John (who married Esther Lip

Joshua (married Rebecca Stokes), Mary
Thomas
Warrington), Enoch (married
Rachel
Coles), Sarah (married
William Evans),
Hannah (married Isaac Evans), Elizabeth (married
Benjamin
Haines), and Deborah (married Isaac
pincott),
(married

Haines).
John Roberts added several hundred acres
to the patrimonial
estate, and died on the 9th of 9th
mo., 1747.
His widow, Mary Roberts, died on the
11th of 2d mo., 1759.
They were both interred in
Friends' graveyard
in Moorestown.

Their son John, who married Esther Lippincott,
died suddenly on the 15th of 9th mo., 1770, in the
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fifty-eighth year of his age. He left no children.
A
memorial of Evesham Monthly Meeting, of which he
was a member and elder, says of him that "his life
and conversation were agreeable to the principles he
made profession of. He was a diligent attender of
meetings and a good example therein ; a kind hus
band, a good neighbor, much given to hospitality,
and careful to promote love and unity amongst those
in profession with us and others. Much of his time
was spent in serving his friends and neighbors, of
which the widow and fatherless and such as labored
under difficulty partook no small share ; whose mem
ory remains with a good savor to those who were
acquainted with him."

His brother, Joshua Roberts, was married to Re
becca Stokes in 1741. They resided on the plantation
first located by John Roberts in 1681, in the house
now owned and occupied by John Mason, that part
of the original estate having within the last twenty
years passed out of the family.
The children of Joshua and Rebecca Roberts were
Joseph (who married Susanna, Coles), John (married
Phebe Andrews), Rebecca (married Hugh Cowperth
wait), Joshua (who died unmarried), Samuel (who
married Elizabeth Shute), and William (married
Elizabeth Grinslade). Joshua Roberts died in 1795,
in the eightieth year of his age. His death is re
corded on the minutes of Evesham Monthly Meeting,
"
of which he was an elder, with this addition : He
religious
was a diligent and timely attendant of our
meetings, and of whom it may be said that he in a good

degree ruled well his house, and kept his children in
subjection."
Rebecca Roberts survived her husband
twenty years. She was an approved minister, and
died in 1815, in the ninety-sixth year of her age.

Their youngest son, William, was well educated for
that day, a teacher as well as farmer, renowned for
strict discipline and beautiful penmanship, and a use
ful man in the community, transacting much public
business.

Joseph Roberts, eldest son of Joshua and Rebecca
Roberts, was born in 1742, and married to Susanna
They had nine children, viz. : Mary
Coles in 1771.
(who died unmarried), Joseph (who married Rachel
Evans), William (married Ann Brick), Rebecca (mar
ried Joseph Evans), George (married Abigail Brown),

Josiah (married Mary French), Ann (married John
Buzby), Abel (who died unmarried), and David (who
married Rachel Hunt). Joseph Roberts died in 1826,
in the eighty-fourth year of his age ; his wife, Su
seventy-seven.
sanna, died in 1828, at the age of
The house in which Joseph and Susanna Roberts
spent the whole of their married life was built by
John Roberts the second, from England in 1736. The
purchased of the Cowperthwaite
site for the house was
patrimonial
es
family, but the farm was part of the
youngest of their
the
Roberts,
David
Here
tate.
Both
children, was born on the 14th of 2d mo., 1792.
good
possessed
literary
he and his brother, Josiah,
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talents, and though their opportunities for acquiring
an education were limited, these were assiduously
improved, and they were frequently employed in
teaching while young men. David Roberts would
have preferred making it his profession, but training
and circumstances pointed to farming as his proper

As a farmer he was successful, in his
avocation.
business transactions maintaining strict integrity, and
though never accumulating great wealth, improving
his farm, and providing liberally for the education of
his children.

He was married to Rachel Hunt, in Friends' Meet-

ing, Moorestown, N. J., on the 15th of 2d mo., 1815.
She was the daughter of Joshua and Esther Hunt;
was born near Brownsville, Fayette Co., Pa., the 24th

of 10th mo.,

1791,

from Moorestown

where her parents

had removed

in the previous year

; here she re

sided till 1807, when upon her mother's second mar
riage with John Collins, of Moorestown, N. J., she
removed to reside with them, and finished her school
education at Westtown Boarding-School,
Pa. They
spent the first year of their married life on a farm
near Moorestown, but in the year following removed
to reside with the parents of David Roberts on the

Rachel H. Roberts was a woman of ex
cellent understanding,
much force of charcter, and
great executive ability. Large-hearted and benevolent,
she was prompt to respond to the needs of her friends
homestead.

and neighbors, without distinction,

in sickness or af
fliction of any kind, practicing hospitality without
grudging in her own house. It may truly be said, —
" Their hearthstonewas a broad and ample space
Where many mingled.
Where none for honor or the highest place
Apart were singled ;
This their example has bequeathedto others,—
The children of one father, all are brothers."

Being interested in genealogy, and anxious to know
more of her ancestors, she industriously collected in
formation on the subject, projected and, with the aid

of her children, executed a tree of the Roberts family,
which has been lithographed, and dates back to 1677.
David and Rachel H. Roberts had a birthright mem
bership in the Society of Friends, to which they con
tinued to belong through life, being firm believers in
the doctrines of the Christian religion as held by that
society from its rise, and faithful in their support;
though diligent in business, never allowing
concerns to interfere with their religious duties, freely
giving their time and means in the service of the
church, in which they were actively engaged from
youth to old age.
They continued to reside in the old homestead till
youngest son's marriage it was
1851, when upon their
given up to him, the farm was divided, and they re
moved with their daughters to a new house on the op
posite side of the road, where they spent the remainder
of their days, with the exception of an absence of two
years and six months at Westtown

Boarding-School,

¦
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Pa.,

as superintendents

of that institution.

They

had nine children, — Esther, Elisha, Edwin, Joseph,

Mary, Rebecca, Anna B., Susanna, and Rachel H.
Joseph died in infancy, and Anna at the age of six
teen ; Elisha married Elizabeth W. Hooton in 1841,
and now resides in Moorestown ; Edwin married Anna
B. Passmore in 1851, and also resides in Moorestown ;
Susanna married Jonathan G. Williams in 1855, who
is now the owner of the homestead.
The four un
married daughters own and occupy the house built by
their father in 1851.
Having conscientiously endeavored to cultivate and
occupy their talents in early life to the honor of their
Creator, the old age of these Friends was passed in
much tranquillity, and their faculties remaining unim
paired to the last, their company was agreeable and
instructive to all, especially the young, by whom they
were honored and beloved.
Though never taking an active

part

in politics,
David Roberts was an intelligent and critical observer
of public events, conscientiously casting his vote at
Presidential and other elections, his last act of that
kind being to vote for James A. Garfield a few weeks
before his death. Believing that it is only righteous
" exalteth a nation," he rejoiced
ness which truly
when wise measures prevailed in our councils; had
" to the victors
no unity with the doctrine that
belong
the

spoils,"

should

but thought

be continued

that honest, capable men
of par

in office irrespective

ties.
On his eighty-eighth and last birthday a family
party assembled at his house, at the suggestion of his
grandson, David Roberts, Jr. Of this gathering he
" 2d month 14, 1880. It being my birth
thus wrote :
and great-grand
day, our children, grandchildren,

children, thirty-nine in all, spent most of the day
with us very pleasantly.
About the middle of the
day an artist came to take a photographic picture of
the group.
We assembled in front of the old house
over the way, now occupied by our son and daughter
Williams, in which I was born, and all our children.
Said house was built by my great-grandfather, John
Roberts, in 1736 (as shown by figures of blue heads

in the wall), and descended from him to his son John,
who dying intestate it thence fell into the hands of
his brother Joshua, my grandfather, as heir-at-law,
and thence by deed of conveyance to my father, Jo
seph Roberts, and from him by will to me, and now
at this writing belongs to my son-in-law, Jonathan G.
Williams, his heirs and assigns forever. May it con
tinue to be held and enjoyed as a healthful

residence

of virtuous generations !" With few exceptions David
Roberts had enjoyed good health throughout his long

life, but soon after this gathering there were evidences
of failure, yet he continued to be employed (though
less actively) in his usual avocations about the farm,
attending meetings regularly till within two weeks of
his death, which occurred after a short illness on the
9th of 12th month, 1880, in the eighty-ninth year of

his age.
Thus was severed a union of nearly sixtyyears'
continuance.
His son-in-law, in writing of him a short time after
always
his death, says, "
can say of him that
five

I

I

found him a man of sound, discriminating judgment,
giving his sentiments in not many words, and then
leaving it. Our intercourse with each other was very
frequent, and nothing ever occurred to mar or lessen
the good feeling which subsisted between us to the
would commend his ever upright walk
last, and
among men to my children as a pattern for them all
to strive to copy after."
His wife, Rachel Roberts, survived him six months,

I

and died the 23d of 6th month, 1881, in the ninetieth
year of her age.
They were interred in Friends'
burying-ground at Moorestown, N. J.
It may be stated in general terms that the descend
ants of John and Sarah Roberts form a numerous and
respectable part of the community
in Burlington
County.

SAMUEL JONES.
Jones, undertaker, of Moorestown, N. J.,
soil of William and Hannah Jones, and grandson of
William and Rebecca Jones, was born April 14, 1814.
His grandfather Jones was a cabinet-maker and man
ufacturer of coffins in Moorestown, where he spent his
life and died in 1826, aged seventy-five years. His
mother, Hannah, a daughter of Thomas Lukemire,
of Rancocas, died in 1872, aged seventy-five years.
The children of William and Hannah Jones are
Louisa, wife of Charles Wiltshire; Mary Ann, wife
of Allen Shinn ; Sarah, wife of Isaac M. Strickland;
Beulah, wife of William Hartsgrove,
of Camden,
N. J.; Samuel, subject of this sketch; Elwood, a
contractor and builder of New York City; Rebecca,
wife of James M. Sankey ; William ; and Rachel,
wife of Isaac Cline.
Samuel Jones obtained only a limited education
during his boyhood, and from ten to fifteen years of
Samuel

was placed upon a farm near his native place.
the latter age he was apprenticed to learn cabinetmaking with Israel M. Scattergood, of Moorestown,
where he remained until he reached his
age

At

After working at the business for one year with his
father, during which time Samuel had charge of all
funerals, he in 1836 became a partner with his father
in the cabinet-making
and undertaking
business.
These business relations continued until
1852, when
his father, although a good mechanic,
retired from
the business and gave his attention to
farming the re
mainder of his life, find died about
sixty1862, aged
seven years.
Samuel had purchased his present place
in 1842, and since his father's retirement has
contin
ued the undertaking
and manufacturing
business
alone, adding to his property a
manufactory for cab
inet-ware and caskets and other
necessary buildings.
Mr. Jones is an example of what a will to
do, indus
try, and self-reliance will accomplish.
In early life
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he met with the obstacles incident to straitened cir
cumstances, and at the tender age of ten years was
thrown upon his own resources. His life is well
known to the readers of this volume in the vicinity of
Moorestown, and bears testimony to integrity, pur
pose, and the good of his fellow-men.
By his urban

flow through the northern portion of the township.
In all parts are well-kept roads, the principal of
whicii are the Crosswicks and Recklesstown turn
pike and the Bordentown
and Georgetown road,

ity, courtesy, promptness in business, and fair dealing,
his friends embrace nearly the whole community of
several townships in the county, and frequently he is
called to bury in Camden, Philadelphia, and at long
distances from home. Probably there is no man in
New Jersey who has been called upon to convey to
their last resting-place as many people as has Mr.
Jones, as a calculation from his books shows the num

yond.

ber to reach about seven thousand.

Mr. Jones is an active member of society, although
he is no seeker after public place, his life being de
voted wholly to his business.
For some twenty-five
years he has served as vestryman

Church in Moorestown,
Colestown
ested

of the Episcopal
is one of the directors of the

Cemetery, and he has always been inter
to the various enterprises

in and a contributor

in and about Moorestown

calculated to benefit the
place and its people.
In 1838 he married Mary,
daughter of Abram Sparks and Sarah Clifton, of
Evesham

township,

who

died Feb. 14, 1867,

aged

fifty-six years, leaving one surviving child, Mary
Eliza. His present wife, whorii he married Oct. 1,
1868, is Edith Ann, daughter of Philip aud Ann Al
bright, of Mount Laurel, by whom he has one child,
Samuel Jones.

which furnish means of travel for vehicles to and
from all parts of the township and localities be

Early Settlement. — Chesterfield township was first
settled by Friends in about 1678, possibly a little be
fore that time ; but at this date we have no authentic
source from which we can date the settlement of this
The following families will
township prior to 1678.
closely border on the pioneer settlement of Chester
field.

Bunting Family. — Samuel Bunting,

shore of West Jersey, probably at Burlington, the
then port of entrance of most of the English vessels.
He took up a large tract of land bordering on Cross
wicks Creek, extending southwestwardly
more than
from the present village of Crosswicks.
In
1682 his brother John, with Sarah, his wife, and Mary,
a daughter, arrived and purchased a smaller tract of

a mile

land adjacent his brother.

CHESTERFIELD TOAVNSHIP.
Situation and Boundaries.— Chesterfield is one of

the northern townships, and is located on the ex
Burlington County. It is
treme northern border of
bounded on the north by Crosswicks Creek, which
separates it from Mercer County, on the east by
New Hanover township, on the west by Bordentown

township, and on the south by Mansfield and Spring
field townships.
Description.— This township has an area of thir
twenty-three acres,
teen thousand five hundred and
point
larger
miles in length
five
and measures at the
is generally
surface
Its
breadth.
by four miles in
rolling.
The soil is light and highly cultivated
through the township, and produces prolific crops of
rye, wheat, oats, and hay.
various streams that water this township are

The

Crosswicks Creek on the north, Black's Creek
south; Reckless Creek takes its rise in the
part of the township, and flows in a westerly
western
emptying into Black Creek near its
ary.

on the

eastern
course,
bound

Other small streams, which are without name,
18

In

1691 they gave a deed

of trust to the Society of Friends for six acres of land
upon which to build a meeting-house, whereon the large
structure now stands. From this period we find the
brothers closely identified with the meeting, being
continuously appointed on committee and intrusted
with responsible business.
Samuel

CHAPTER XXIV.

son of An

and Ellen Bunting, of Mattock, Derbyshire,
England, came to America in 1678, landing on the

thony

was a young

man, and in 1648 married

His
Mary, daughter of Thomas Folks (Foulks).
dwelling was among the earliest erected in the colony
at Crosswicks Creek. Like most of the. early pioneer
dwellings it was humble in its construction, one story
high, with two small bedrooms and an ample living
room, with a huge fireplace wide enough to embrace
the whole family within the radius of its genial
Friends' mid-week meetings were
In
warmth.
1692,

held in it. Subsequently it was enlarged and reno
In 1860 it became untenable, and
vated throughout.
after being photographed it was torn down. Samuel

and Mary had seven children, — John, Samuel, Jr.,
Mary, Sarah, Phebe, Anthony, and Ruth. John mar
ried Alice Lord Nicholson, of Gloucester County,
and settled adjacent the old homestead. He appears

to have been the only one of Samuel and Mary's
children that settled permanently on or near the orig
inal tract, on which many of his descendants have
lived, and some remain in the possession of a portion

children,—
of it at the present day (1882). They had
Samuel, Mary, Hannah, Phineas, Alice, Sarah, Aaron,
James, and Joshua. Samuel, Jr., was a minister
Mary and Ruth
among Friends, and died in 1724.
Sarah married Thomas Hunloke in
died unmarried.
Phebe married Abraham Farrington, He was
1811.
a minister among Friends, and died in England in
They had
1785 while engaged in religious services.
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He took up land in con
tionship is not determined.
nection with George Nicholson, adjoining that of
Samuel Bunting, whose tract extended south to that
point.
In 1685 he married Sarah Perkins, of Shrews
He early
bury, and subsequently Rachel Baker.
sold his claim to George Nicholson, and moved to
Pennsylvania.

Wright Family. — Thomas

Wright came over
"Martha,"
England
which ar
in the flie-boat
from
rived in the Delaware River during the fall of 1677,
and the next year took up a large tract of land, ex
tending from near the Recklesstown and Peppler's
Mill road to Arneytown, and from the neighborhood
He was a signer
of Ellisdale to near Jacobstown.'
Concessions,"
and in 1682 was a member of
of " The
" ye 21 day
the Assembly of West Jersey. He died
of ye 1 mo, 1705-6." He was a brother of Joshua
Wright, whose descendants, by inheritance or pur
chase, came into possession of considerable of his real

Joshua Wright, of Rouldon, married Eliza
beth, daughter of William Empson, "of govvld Field
4*"
10"1
mo, 1669." Their chil
day of ye
house, the
dren born in England were Elizabeth, Joshua, and
estate.

Robert.

"Joshua and his family took ship at hull ye 24
day of ye 6 mo and came to ye fall of delaware river
1679." Their children born
about ye 20 day of ye 10
in Jersey were Thomas, John, and Samuel.
Joshua Wright died "ye 10 of ye 8 mo 1695."
Elizabeth, his wife, died "ye 12 day of 1 mo, 1705."
The Wright family in Chesterfield became quite
numerous, and have married and intermarried among
the old families of this township.
Joshua, a de
scendant of Joshua the first, was a very prominent
man among the Quakers.
He was a member of the
General Assembly of> the province in 1704 and 1705,
during the stormy and arbitrary administration
Lord Cornbury.
Being an obstacle to Cornbury's
signs, he, Thomas

Gardiner,

and Thomas

of
de

Lambert,

all large land-owners, were duly expelled on the pre
text of not owning land enough to qualify as mem
bers. The same Assembly, at its next meeting at
Amboy, in 1705, readmitted them, after having ac
complished the object that caused their expulsion.
Harrison Family. — Richard Harrison, the pro
genitor of this family in West Jersey, came from Bur
"Martha,"
and
lington, Yorkshire, in the flie-boat
arrived in the Delaware during the fall of 1677. He
probably at that time was not much past the age of
manhood. He remained in Burlington for some time,
and removed thence to this township.

He was mar-

1 Smith's Ili^toiy of Xew Jersey, pp. 5'Jf5,loi.

These are to signify to all whom it may concern that
Richard Harrison, late of Chesterfield, in the province
of New Jersey, and Ruth Buckman, late of Notting
married." About
ham, in the said province, etc., were

this time he settled near Crosswicks Creek,- not far
the present village of that name. On the
sixth and twentieth day of March, 1690, " he pur
from

Yeoman,"

chased of Thomas Wright,

a large tract of

land near Jacobstown, Burlington County, which still
remains in the possession of the family, and is now
occupied by Richard Harrison, of the seventh gener

In the deed his place of residence is given as
ation.
In 1691, Governor Daniel Coxe
Crosswicks Creek.
conveyed the government of West Jersey and terri
tories to the West Jersey Society, comprising among
other persons Edward Harrison (who this Edward
Richard Harrison at
was we have no knowledge).
the time was not a member of the West Jersey So
Jersey," page
ciety.
In Smith's " History of New
218, however, we find him as one of the proprietors of
West Jersey, a signer of the surrender of the govern

ments to Queen Anne, April 17, 1702. Whether he
succeeded Edward as proprietor, or purchased a pro
prietor's interest of some other person we cannot say.

Richard died in 1743. By his will we find he left
children named Peter, George, Richard, Ruth, Sarah,
Peter married Sarah Starky, and died
and William.
iu 1747. He had children, — Mary, Ruth, Deborah, Sa
rah, Isaac, Joseph, and Thomas.
Richard married
Alice Steward, widow of Joseph Steward, the 7th of
the 12th mo., 1720.
Ruth married on the 7th of the
8th mo., 1714, to James Starky.
Sarah married Jo
seph Rogers in 1721.
William and George we have
no account of. The Harrison family are very numer
ous,and many of them have held important offices in
the township.
In the journal and votes of the House
of Representatives of the province of Nova Csesarea, or
New Jersey, in their first sessions of Assembly, began
at Perth Amboy the 18th day of November,
703,
1872, printed by order of the Legislature of New Jer
member of the General
sey, we find John Harrison
Assembly of the Eastern Division of the colony. He
continued
member of said Assembly up to the close
of 1709, when the records end. He resided at Perth
Amboy, and in 1709, on page 191, occurs the minute:
"That the board did agree to conference with the
committee of this hos in the great room of Harrison
at four of the clock in the afternoon."
He was fre
In 1709, during the expedi
quently styled captain.
tion against Port Royal, Nova Scotia, he was by rec
ommendation of the Assembly commissioned captain
i.,

One Job Bunting, a young man, came from the
same locality in England to this province in 1682, a
few months after John's arrival. He was of the
same family as the two brothers, but the exact rela

ried. His first wife was named Alse, of whom nothing
more is known.
In the Crosswicks Monthly Meeting
records we find the following: "3d mo. 4th, 1687.

a

Anthony married Rebecca Ford in

1736.

a

one son, Joseph.

by the lieutenant and Governor, and a few days after
spoken of as mayor.
wards
is
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Bullock Family.— Two

brothers named Bullock
came over from England to Massachusetts at an early
One remained in the province, and from him
date.
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descended the late Governor Bullock of that State.
The other brother, John Bullock, the founder of the
West Jersey family, settled in this township about
1700, and purchased a tract of land and became a
tiller of the soil. He married Perot, a widow.
The following items are from the Crosswicks Monthly
Meeting records : John Bullock (2d), son of the above
John, married in 1743 to Margaret, daughter of
Thomas and Elizabeth Parker Wright. Joseph Bul
lock married, in 1745, Elizabeth Wright, and had chil
dren.
The following are the children of John and
Joseph Bullock, which we cannot with certainty sepa
rate : Thomas, John, Isaac, Jemima, Amos, Margaret,
George, Joseph, Elizabeth, and Susannah.
Wilson. — In 1686 we first meet with this name,
Stephen Wilson being a witness to a marriage certifi
cate. In 1688, Robert Wilson was constable of Ches
terfield township.
In 1706 he was appointed one of a
" to treat with workmen and to agree with
committee
them for ye dooing ye carpenter work of ye meeting
house" proposed to be built at Crosswicks.
In 1734
he married Mary Londay, and in 1737 he moved to
Maiden Creek, Pa. Samuel Wilson also appears to
have been an early settler here ; in 1710 he married
Esther Overton, and reared a family. In 1717 he was
overseer of the poor in this township, and held other
offices for four years, the last that of surveyor of the
highway
County.

in

1724, and. later he removed to Hunterdon

Davenport. — Francis Davenport, of Whittington,
in Derbyshire, England, came to Burlington in 1683,
with his wife, Sarah, and three daughters born at
Whittington,— Sarah, Anne, and Bridget. He lo
cated on a tract of seventy-seven acres of land on
Crosswicks Creek, adjoining and to the east of Tliomas
Foulke's, about three-quarters of a mile east of the
On it he built his cabin, not
village of Crosswicks.
opened
far from the third ford of the creek. Here he
goods
from
Burlington,
water
by
his
a store, receiving
produce received
where he doubtless disposed of the

etc., from the Indians.
from the settlers and the skins, Surveys,"
" Book of
page 90, 1st
Revell's
We find in
"Surveyed there for Francis Davenport
mo., 1691,
one'parcell of land adjoining to his former settlement,
tracts conconteagning seventy-seven acres, the two
allowance for High
teyning together 677 acres besides
hundred."
tracts surveyed
These
per
ways at five acres
Samuel
(formerly
of
lands
bounded
by
as one were
Bunting, George Nicholson,
John
Wright's,
Joshua)
part in the
and Thomas Foulke. He took a leading
religious and political affairs of the community, and

public matters of
his name may be found in many
public interest whereby the welfare of the settlement
In religious matters he was a
was to be advanced.
of his profession. He
member
faithful
and
consistent
signers
to the preface of the
was one of the three
In
Friends' first book of records of Chesterfield.

his being ap
these records are numerous notices of
pointed an important committee, among which was

to contract for the building of the first frame meeting
In 1688 he, along with
house at Crosswicks in 1691.
Andrew Robison, Samuel Jennings, William Biddle,

Mahlon Stacy, and others, was a member of the
Council of Proprietors for the government of West
Jersey.
He was also one of Her Majesty's justices of
the peace for Burlington County in 1700.
In 1692,
Sarah, his wife, died, and he was again married, and
in 1707 he died, and was buried at Crosswicks.
He
had children born in this country by his first wife, —

Francis, Abigail, and Hester; by his second wife he
had Isaac and Rebecca.
At this date (1882) the once
numerous family of Davenports have become nearly
extinct.
Rockhill. — Edward Rockhill, the progenitor

of this family in Burlington County, emigrated to
America in about 1686, from Aldingfleete, Yorkshire,
England, and settled near Mansfield Square, Chester
field township. He appears to have been a prominent
member of Society of Friends.
In 1690 he held the
office of constable of the township, and to have held
three different offices between then and 1720.
In the
Crosswicks Monthly Meeting records we find the fol
lowing register of his children : John, son of Edward
and Mary Rockhill, was born at Aldingfleete, in York
shire, Old England, in 1683; Sarah, born in 1685;
Jonathan, born in 1687 ; Mary, born in 1688 ; Robert,
in 1692; Ann, in 1693; Joseph, in 1696; David and
Jonathan, twins, in 1698 ; Edward, in 1700 ; Samuel,
in 1704.

Quicksall. — Two brothers, John and William
Quicksall, linen-weavers, emigrated from England to
New Jersey at an early date. We find recorded in
Book B of Deeds {West Jersey, page 230, April 8,
conveyance of George Hutchinson to Johu
1689) the
Quicksall, of Chesterfield township, Burlington Co.,
for fourteen pounds, "two hundred acres of land, to
be taken up anywhere within the province of West
Jersey, when lawfully purchased of the Indians, and
surveyed."
not heretofore lawfully
In Revell's Sur
veys, p. 137, under date of 6th month, 1689, is found
" surveyed to William Quicksall a tract of
land be
ginning at Crosswicks Creek in an old line of ye In
dian purchase by which it runs West 67 chains to a
white-oak marked for a corner in ye lines of partitions
between East and West Jersey, with which it runs
near N. W. W. 35 chains to a Hickory for a corner;
thence west 24 chains to a stake in Thomas Gelborthorp's line, by whose land it runs S. W. & by S. 33
chains & W. 25 chains, then to ye said creek 11

J

chains to a hickory corner in Anthony Woodward's
land, and are surveyed for 300 acres beside allowance
wages."
William built his cabin upon this tract,
for
and, as was the custom in those days, his place had to
be designated by some title, and he adopted that ot
" Boulones," which has long since been forgotten
by
This practice was brought
most of the inhabitants.
by our forefathers from England, where every gentle
man's

"seat" had

a

particular name, which name is
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tenaciously adhered to from generation to generation
The constant change of the titles to
by the family.
lands in New Jersey, and the disposition of many
families to remove from the ancestral acres are rea
sons why so few estates at the present drfy return the
At the first
names by which they were christened.
settlement, nearly a century later, this tract was in
the possession of John Quicksall, a son of William.

Ellisdale to the Old

road (then known as East Jersey lane), was laid
out, in 1785, it passed through the northern part of
lands late of John Quicksall (Book B of Roads at
Freehold, page 13).

homestead.

Sykes Family. — John Sykes, of English extrac
tion, emigrated to America at an early date. Soon
after his arrival here he took up a large tract of land,
where the present village of Sykesville, Burlington
County, is situated, and engaged in farming, which
occupation he followed for several years. He had
children, among whom was Samuel ; he married and
had a son John, who in 1704 married Joanna Murfin,
a sober, religious woman, with whom he lived with
great harmony and concord sixty-seven years. They
had children, — Hannah, Mary, Ann, Samuel, John,
Anthony, Katharine, Rebecca, Elizabeth, Joanna,
Hannah married John Kirk
Joseph, and Benjamin.
bride, of Bucks County ; Mary married Preserve Brown
in 1747 ; Samuel married Elizabeth Thorn ; John died
unmarried ; Anthony married Mary, widow of Emp
son Wright; Rebecca married a man by the name of
Garrot, and resided at Darby, near Philadelphia;
Elizabeth and Joseph died young.

The Hon. George Sykes, the last male representa
tive of the family in Burlington County, died Feb.
Liberally educated, in early manhood he
25, 1880.
taught school for several years. The greater part of
his early life he followed the profession of surveyor.
is said that from Cookstown to the sea-shore there
is not a tract of land that he had not more or less to
He represented his
do with in the way of surveying.

It

district in the Congress of the United States from 1844
to 1846, and was a member of the House of Assembly
of New Jersey in 1877, 1878, and 1879. He resided
with his sister, Mrs. Curtis, having never married.
the ancestor of

this family, came from Long Island prior to 1710, and
In 1710 he held the
settled in Chesterfield township.
office of constable of this township; he held the said
office at various periods up to 1749, in which year he

By an old deed bearing date Aug. 7,
was collector.
John
Thorne, carpenter, conveyed to
said
the
1725,

earliest

was among the
and most influential of the first settlers in

West Jersey.

We find the name of Thomas Watson
Concessions,"
of " The
but have no further
"
record of him. In the First Book of Records of Ches
Jersey,"
terfield Monthly Meetings, New
commencing
"
2d of 8th mo., 1684, is
A Preface to ye Ensuing
Booke."
This is a most ably written article, and is
in the nature of a profession of faith. William Wat
son was one of the three signers of
which shows
that from the establishment of the meeting he was an
active and influential man among the Friends. He
married and had children, — William, Jr., who was
born at Kerlington, in the county of Nottingham, in
Old England, 1667; Isaac, was bom at Farnsfield,
Nottingham, England, 1670; Elizabeth, at Farnsfield,
1678; John, at the same place, 1672.
William mar
ried Bridget Bingham in 1687.
She died, and was
buried at Nottingham, Burlington Co., in 1702.
large tract of land on the north side
Isaac owned
of Crosswicks Creek. In 1708 he built
long stone
still standing.
house, which
Elizabeth died 12th
of 2d mo., 1688, and was buried in the burying-place
of the people called Quakers in this township.
In about 1683, Matthew Watson took up tract of
as a signer

a

to William Quicksall, of
of Nottingham,
Boulones, in same county, linen-weaver, for forty-six
pounds, a plantation of three hundred acres with
mansion-house.
John Quicksall, son of William,
married Elizabeth, daughter of Aaron Robins, of
Monmouth County, in 1728, and resided on the old

Thorne,

Watson Family.— This family

late

conveyed

Thorne Family. — John

John Thorne subsequently purchased
farther down the creek, below the village
of Crosswicks, upon which his descendants now live.

it,

deed dated Dec. 28, 1690, Robert Chapman,

at Burlington).

a plantation

a

By

about midway between the village of Crosswicks and
Ellisdale. The relation in said deed is not clear, but
it appears that this property was conveyed by Jones
Inngham to Ralph Brock, and by him'to John Thorne,
Aug. 26, 1717 (Book DD, page 251, secretary's office

a

from

York

Jr., for one hundred pounds, a
containing one hundred and eighty-one
acres, situated at the mouth of a small creek, or Scotch
Run, as it is called, which empties into Crosswicks
Creek a short distance below the iron bridge road,
plantation

is

When the road leading

Anthony Woodward,

land containing one thousand acres, more or less, ex
tending along the east and south bank of Crosswicks
Creek 'in the northern part of the township.
Here he

built his first cabin on the high bluff overlooking the
Ford,"
creek. Near
was " Watson's
the present
crossing of the Camden and Amboy Railroad. This
ford, being the first above the mouth of the creek, was
an important point of travel in those early days, and
here one of the first week-day meetings of the Friends
at private houses was established " on the 2d of ye 8th
1684."
mo.,
Matthew, in 1695, was the constable of
it
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Chesterfield, and subsequently held township

offices.

Although the two Watson tracts were in close prox
imity, so far as we have been able to determine there
does not appear to have been any relationship

between

William and Matthew Watson.
Matthew married
Anne Manlevcr, of Scarboro', county York, England,
in July, 1681. They had two children,— Matthew, Jr.,
born at Burlington in 1682; Marmaduke,
in 1685.

In

1703, Matthew, the father, died.
departed this life in 1721.

Anne, his widow,

CHESTERFIELD TOWNSHIP.
Warren.— John Warren, the ancestor of this fam
ily in West Jersey, located on a large tract of land at
" Oniconnickon,"

near Plattsburg, now Sykesville, in
the southern part of the township, at an early date.
He was twice married.
In 1689 he married Joan
Sykes, widow of Samuel Sykes, his first wife. His
second wife was " Rebekah ffretwell," whom he mar
ried in 1706, and the next year they had a son, John,

Jr.,

born unto them.
In 1738-39, John, Jr., married
Susannah, daughter of Samuel Farnsworth, who was
born in 1718, and died 1789. They had one son, John
the third, who married Rachel, eldest daughter of
Thomas and Sarah Harrison, nee Kirby.
Their chil
dren were Thomas, born in 1775, died in 1806 ; Susan
nah, born in 1777; John, in 1779; Sarah, in 1781;

Beulah, in 1783 ; Benjamin, in 1785 ; Rachel, in 1788 ;
Caleb, in 1790 ; and Stephen, in 1795.
Beulah, who
was born Oct. 18, 1783, married John Emley, who was
born Aug. 14, 1783.

They were the parents of Judge
Oliver H. P. Emley, of Jacobstown, Burlington Co.
(see Emley, of New Hanover township).
John War
ner was appointed judge of the Court of Common
Pleas for Burlington County Nov. 3, 1813, and re

appointed

Oct. 28, 1825.

Steward Family.— The ancestor of this family,
Joseph Steward, came from Scotland at an early date,
and settled in Bucks County, Pa. Prior to 1694 he
moved into West Jersey, bringing a certificate of his
good standing among the Friends at " the Falls."
In
1694 he married Alice, daughter of Joshua Wright,
and in 1698 he purchased a tract of two hundred and
forty-four acres of land of William Black, later fifty
acres adjoining of Christopher Wetherill, which is
located south and west of Ellisdale, contains the
highest point of elevation in West Jersey, and is
now (1882) in possession of his descendants. This
place is well watered by a rivulet which rises to the
south of Ellisdale, crosses the Arneytown road, wind
ing down through the meadows, pass the Crosswicks
road, and empties into the Crosswicks Creek below
In old surveys and such like docu
the iron bridge.
Run,"
doubtless
ments this stream is called "Scotch
Joseph's
nationality.
Within a hundred yards
from
of the Crosswicks road and close to this stream is a
never-failing spring. Here Joseph Steward selected
At the time Joseph
a site on which he built a cabin.
came to erect his future dwelling an Indian family
Here
lived at the spring, peaceable, kind, and lazy.
Mr. Steward remained until his death. He had three
John married
sons, — John, Joseph, and Josiah.
Elizabeth Cook in 1722, and raised a large family ;

Joseph married Bridget, daughter of John and Esther
Middleton ; Josiah married Sarah Byless, of Upper
Freehold, and lived there.
Reckless. — Joseph Reckless, progenitor of the
Reckless family of New Jersey and Pennsylvania,
and son of John Reckless, of Nottingham, England,
emigrated to America and settled in West Jersey
anterior

to 1712,

and was probably

a young

man.
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During the same year he purchased of John Wright
the mill property known as the Recklesstown mill
for the sum of five hundred pounds (Book of Deeds
BBB, p. 224, Sec. State office). He was twice married.
His first wife was Margaret Satterthwaite, whom he
He had children
married the 8th of 9th mo., 1716.
by this marriage, — Joseph, born in 1717 ; John, in
1718-19, died in 1721 ; Annie, in 1720 ; Joseph, in
1722; and Elizabeth, who married Joseph Fowler iu
1748.

His second wife was Elizabeth Fowler, whom he
in 1740.
She did not survive many years,
and left no issue. He subsequently married Anne,
daughter of Joseph and Hannah Woodward, and
married

of the first Anthony W. Joseph
AVoodward dying intestate, the old homestead near
Ellisdale descended to his eldest son, Apollo, as sole
heir-at-law, according to the then existing laws of
the province of New Jersey. Apollo, never marry

granddaughter

ing, by will devised the homestead to his sister Anne,
The children of Jo
the wife of Joseph Reckless.
seph and Anne Reckless were Joseph, born in 1753 ; ,
Isaac, born in 1755 ; John, born in 1756 ; Robert,
born 1758, and died the same year; Anthony, born
in 1760 ; Robert, born iu 1763 ; Mary, born in 1765.

Anne Reckless, widow of Joseph, was married to
Col. William Shreve, of the Revolution, in 1779.
John Reckless married Mary Tallman.
Robert Reckless, a youth of but nineteen, was a
soldier in Capt. Shreve's Burlington light-horse

during the Revolutionary war. In a skirmish with
the Tories and Pine robbers, under the notorious
John Bacon, at Cedar Creek bridge, Dec. 27, 1782, he

fell mortally wounded.
Anthony Reckless, when but seventeen, entered
the sappers and miners, Continental army, as a lieu
tenant, served through the whole war, and rose to the
grade of captain.
He married Ann, daughter of
Peter Tallman, of Burlington County, and resided at
The following obit
Recklesstown, and died in 1817.
uary, written by Aaron D. Woodruff, attorney-gen

eral of New Jersey, and published at the time in the
Federalist, shows the estimation in which he
was held by the most prominent men of the State :
Trenton

" Early in life he embarked

in the cause of the
country, and served with honor in the Revolutionary
war until its close. He then entered into the pursuits
of domestic life, and it was in this character that his
conspicuous."
His children,—
virtues were more
Joseph W., Ann T., Eliza E., and Mary.
Joseph W. married twice.

His

first wife was Han

nah, the sister of the late John McKnight, Esq., of
She died Aug. 31, 1831.
Bordentown, July 24, 1809.
His second wife was Mrs. Mary Anna Patrick, who
The children by his first wife
died January, 1849.
were John, born Oct. 8, 1810, married and died with
out issue.
John W., Jr., born Aug. 22, 1812, was a farmer,
married

twice, removed to Quakertown,

Bucks

Co.,
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Pa., and died in 1877, leaving issue, — Rebecca, Ann,
Anthony, and Charles.
Rebecca, born Sept. 8, 1815, married G. W. Canchildren,— Joseph L.
field, M.D., died in 1845, leaving
(who married Gulielma Jefferson, and died in 1863,
without issue), Cornelia, Laura (who married the
author?), George W. (who died in 1865).
Ann Reckless, born Jan. 24, 1819, died May 4, 1820.
Anthony Reckless, born May 11, 1821, a merchant
of Red Bank, Monmouth Co. He married Mary E.,
daughter of Gilbert Seaman, mayor of Hightstown,
N. J., and had children, viz. : William M., Charles S.,
Joseph, Gilbert S., and Jennie S.
Charless Reckless married, Oct. 4, 1876, Gertrude,
daughter of Edward Stevenson, of Brooklyn, N. Y.
Civil List, — Below are the names of the township
officers from 1700 to 1882, care being
name appears twice in the list :

taken that no

1700.—Samuel Taylor sowed in different capacitiessix years, the last
in 17,37.
1701.—Charles Millerd.
— Samuel Bunting.
1702.
'#
*
*
*
*
#
*
#
*
*
1704.—Nicholas Brown.
—John More or Moor.
1705.
—Benja. Wright, servedin different capacitiesfive years,the last
1706.
in 1740.
— Asher Claton or CInyton, served in different capacities five
1707.
years, the last in 1739.
1708.-—
John Arnnel.
1709.— Robert Chapman,constable,servedin differenttownship offices
ten years,thelast as overseerof highways, in 1729.
John Sycks (Sykes),overseer of highways, served in different town
ship officessevenyears,the last as overseerof poor,in 1738.
John Bacon, overseerof poor.
1710.—John Thorn, constable,served different township officesseven
years, the la^tas Collector, in 1749.
frances Davenport, overseerof highways.
Samuel Denford, overseerof highways.
1711.— Richard harison (Richard ILinison), Constable,was overseer
of highways in 1722.
Jonathan wright, overseerhighways.
William Kerby, overseerhighways.
1727.'
Thomas Scholey,overseerof poor, wasoverseerof poor in
1712.—Georgonichilson, Constable,was surveyor of highways, in 1719.
James Pliaroh, overseerof highways, servedin different township of
ficessevenyears,the last as overseerof poor, in 174G.
Amoros ffeild (Ambrose Field), overseerof poor, served in different
township officesfive year?, the last as Surveyor of highways in 1734.
—John Chesher(Chesshire),Constable,servedin different town
1713.
ship officesfive years,the last as overseerof poor in 1735.
SamuelFarnsworth,overseerof highways,servedin differenttownship
officesfive years,the last as overseerof highways, in 1735.
— Richerd kerby (Kichard Kirby), overseerof highways.
1714.
Daniel Farnsworth, overseerof highways, servedin differenttownship
officessix years,the last as Collector, in 1743.
John Arney, overseerof poor.
—Joseph Wood, overseer of highways, served in different town
1715.
ship officesthree years, the last as overseerof poor 1738.
John Clayton, assessor.
— The names of all the officerswho served this year are men
171G.
tioned before.
1717.— William Satterthwaite, Constable, overseer of highways in
1724.
SamiH'l Will^on (Wilson), overseerof poor, served in different town
ship officesfour years, tho last as surveyor of highways in 1724.
John Emly (Emley), Freeholder, served in different township offices
four years, tho last as Freeholder, in 1721.
John bunting, Jr., Freeholder, served in different township offlas
fouitcen years, the last as overseerof roadsin 1746.

Joshewa Wright, sessor,servedin differenttownship officesfour years,
the last as Assessorin 1720.
Joseph Reckless, Colexter (Collector), served in different township
offices17years,the last as overseerof highways in 1747.
— Jacob Doughty, overseerof highways.
1718.
John Bunting, Freeholder, served in different township offices five
years,tho last as Freeholder in 1722.
— James Starky, Constable.
1719.
Robert Wright, overseer of highwa}'?,served in different township
officessix years,the last as constable in 1732.
1720.—John Bullock, overseerof highways.
1721.— Matthew Forsyth, Constable, overseerof highways in 1743.
Samuel Maxbury, overseerof highways.
marmaduke Watson, overseerof highways, served in different town
ship officesseventeenyears, the last as Collector in 1755.
1722.—John Steward, Constable.
Ralph Cowgil, overseerof highways,—overseerot poor in 1729.
Joseph Borden, Freeholder, served in different township officesfour
years, the last as overseerof highways in 1748.
William Emley, assessor.
172J.—The names of all the officerswho served this year are men
tioned before.
— Isaac Davenport, Constable.
1724.
172G.—
George Douglas, Constable; overseerof Poor, 1737.
John Taylor, overseerhighways, Con. '33; Sur. high. 1745.
1727.—Anthony Woodward, Constable; Sur. of high. '29, '30; Col.,
'33; Freeholder, '39, '40,'45, '4G, '47, '48, '49, '50, '54, '55,'5G,'57 and
1758.
Nehemiah Cowgill, overseerhighways.
Joseph Thorn, overseerhighways, Surveyor of highways '33: Con. '42;
Sur. highways '44, '45, '48,'51, '52, '53, '55, '56, '57, '58,'59, MSI,'64 and
17G5.
Robert Taylor, Surveyor highways; Freeholder '29, '30; sur. high
'32, overseerpoor, '33; Assessor,38 ; overseerpoor, 1742.
Thomas Folkes, Jr., Assessor; assessor'28, '29, '30; Town Clerk '31,
'32, '33,'34, '35,'36, '37, '38,'39, '4% '41,'42; sur. high. '44,'45; Assessor.
'48, '49, '50, '51, '52,and overseerhighways 1753.
1728.—John Bunting, Woolcomber,Constable.1
— Anthony Bunting, overseer highways; Freeholder, '41, '43>
1729.
overseerpoor, 1741.
1730.—Richard Wright, Constable,'32.
Thomas Beanesor Banes, overseerhighways ; overseerpoor, '43.
Robert Chapman, Jr., Surveyor Highways.
1731.—Samuel Satterthwaite, overseer poor; overseer poor, '32; Sur.
High., '34, '45,'46,'49, '50, and 1751.
William Chapman,overseerroads; Ass'r, '33; overseerpoor, '37; Con
stable, 1744.
—Mlchills (Michael) Newhould, Freeholder; overseerroads,'33;
1732.
Col., '34, '35; Sur. higli. '30; Free., '47, '48, '49, '50, '51, '52, '53, '54, '56,
'57, '58, '59, 'GO,'01, '62and 1763.
Richard Smith, overseerroads; overseerpoor, '39.
Samuel Fenton, overseerroads.
John Miller, Surveyor Highways; Cons. '34.
—Joseph Brown, overseerroads.
1733.
—Samuel Woodward, overseer roads; Sur. high. '37; Constable,
1734.
'38; Col. '41; Sur. high., '43.
William Montgomery, Assessor; Sur. High., '35 and Const.,173G.
—John Lovel, Constable; overseerroads,'37.
1735.
Samuel Shores,overseerpoor.
—Parnel Clayton, overseerroads; overseerroadB,'39.
17.16.
George Snow, Collector.
1737.—Thomas Bavis, Collector.
— Juhn Forsyth, overseerroads; overseerpoor, '41.
1738.
Hannaniah Grant, overseerroads.
1739.—Samuel Thorn, Constable; Const. '52.
Safty Bording (SafetyBorden), Freeholder.
lacca (Isaac) IvenB, overseerroad ; Sur. High., '44, '46.
Nathinill (Nathaniel) Farnsworth, Assessor; assessor,'40, '41; over
seerpoor, '42; Ass'r, '41,'45, '40, '47; overseerroads,'49.
— Edward Slaney or Haney, overseerroads.
1740.
1 In the township book we find the names of John Bunting, John
Bunting, Sr., John Bunting, Jr.. John Bunting Medins, and John Bunt
ing, Woolcomber. They occupied officefor many years, and at present
it i-* impnssible to intelligently separate them. By the records John
Bunting would be at least eighty-six years old when he last occupied
the officeof constable.

CHESTERFIELD TOWNSHIP.
Samuel Cheoheror Cheshire, overseerroads; Sur. High. '44; overseer
poor, 47; overseerroads,'53; Sur. High., 'GO.
John Garner, overseerpoor.
1741.—Joseph Arison, Constable.

Presarve Brown, overseerpoor ; Sur. High, '43.
Edward Whete Craft, or Wheatcraft, overseer roads; Sur. High.,
'43;
Const,,55.
Jonathan Cliesher or Cheshire, overseerroads,'42; overseerpoor '44*
Const., '47; Sur. High., '49, '50,'52 ; overseerpoor, '62.
1742.—Thomas Duglis or Duglass,overseerroads;
Sur. High., '47; Col.
'50,'51, '52; Sur. High., '57; Cons., '61.
Joseph Richards, Collector; overseerroads,
'44.
1743.—.John Beck, Constable.
Raworth Beck, overseerroads; overseerpoor, '50.
John Pancoast,overseerpoor.
ffrancis Hall, Township Clark, Town Clerk, 144,'45,'46,'47, '48.
1744.—Henery Woodrow, overseerroads.
1745.—William Taylor, Constable.
Bungas Hall, overseerroads.
Benjamin ffield, overseerpoor ; overseerpoor, '46; Sur. High., '49,'50;
overseerpoor, :54; Const., '57; overseerroads,'80,
Anthony Sykes, Collector; Col. '46,M7, '48; Sur. High., '51, '52,153,
'54,'56, '57; overseerpoor,'59; Freeholder, '65,'66, '67, '68,'69, 70.
Isaac Ivens, Jr., overseerhighways ; Cone.,'49.
— Jonathan Scattergood,Constable.
1746.
William Marlin, overseerroads.
William Black, Surveyor Highways; '46,'48, '51; Assessor,'53,156;
Sur. High., '58,'59.
— Tho. Griggs, overseerroads.
1747.
Godfiree (Godfrey) Beck, Surveyor Highways; Sur. High., '49, '50;
overseerpoor, '52; Sur. High., '53 ; Col., '64; Sur, High., '55.
Benjamin Thorn, Surveyor Highways; overseerroads, '62.
Beuoue Grigory, Surveyor Highways.
— Thomas Haynes, or Haines, Constable; overseerpoor, '55.
1748.
Jacob Lawrance (Lawrence), Survtirir, (Surveyor) Highways; Free
holder, '51, '53; Assr., '54, '55, '59, *G0;Sur., '61; Freeholder,^; Sur.
High., '62; Freeholder, '63; Sur. High., '63; Freeholder,"^; overseer
roads,'72.
Samuel Farnsworth, (2nd.), overseer poor; overseer poor, M9; Sue
High., '54; Col., '57; Sur. High.,*C6, ^'GS, '69,'72,"73,74.
James Holloway, overseerpoor; overseerpoor, M9.
1749.— Edward Page, overseer roads; overseer roads, '58; overseer
poor, '69; overseerroads,'78.
Joseph Reckless, Jr., Township dark; Town Clerk, '50, '51, '52, ""SS*
'54, ^a, '56,'57, '58,;59,'GO,'Gl, '02, '63, '64,"*65,
1C6,'67.
1750.—John Bunting, Jr., constable; overseerroads,159.
Joshua Anderson, overseerroads; overseerroads,''SI.
William Pancayst (Pancoast),overseerroads.
Philip Merot, overseer poor.
—Joseph Borden, Jr., constable; overseerpoor, '57.
1751.
Samuel Sheards,overseer roads; overseer poor, 155; overseer roads,
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Thomas Thorn, overseerpoor; Assessor,from 72 to 76; Freehold, '81;
Sur. High., '85,'87, '88,'90, '91,'92,'93,'91.
1757.—Thomas Haines, Jr., overseerroads.
Richard Allison, overseerroads.
1758.—Abel Middletou, 'Collector; Assessor,'62; Freehold, '04,*"G5;
Town Clerk, '68; Assessor,'68; Town Clerk, '09; Assessor,'69; Town
Clerk, 70, 71; Assessor,71.
Safety Mageo, overseerroads; overseerpoor, '68.
Edward BruckB (Brooks), overseerpoor ; overseerpoor, 09.
1759.—Anthony Woodward, (3d) Constable.
William Newbold,Collector; overseer poor, '61; Assessor,'G3; Freelwlder, '66,1G7,'68,169,70, 72, 73, 75, 76, 77, '78, 79; Com. Appeal,
'fit; Freeholder,'82; Com. Appeal, '82.
Benjamin Taylor, overseerroads.
1760.—
Gidian Pettit, constable.
Anthony Taylor, overseer roads; overseer roads,'09, 70; Assessor,
78, 79.
Stacy Fenton, overseer roads; overseer roads,70; col. 71; overseer
poor,71John Butler, overseerpoor; col.'Gl; overseerpoor,'Ol; col. 'G2; over
seerpoor, '62,''GS,1G4; col., XjS; overseerpoor,'05,'83,'84; overseerroads,
*90.
William Cook, Jr., overseer poor; overseer poor, 'G4; Assessor,'G7;
con. 71; overseerpoor, 74; sur. high., 75; Assessor,77; Freeholder,
"'SO;Assessor,""SI,,82; overseerpoor,'82; assessor,'83, '80, '90, '91,'94.
1761.— Thomas Woodward,overseerroads.
William Steward, overseerroads.
1762.—
The names of all the officerswho served this year are men
tioned before.
— Ezra Black, overseer roads; overseer poor, 74; Col , 74 and
1763.
75; overseerpoor,75; overseerroads,79; Com. Appeal, '80; overseer
poor, '87and '88.
Esq. Lewis, Corlector; overseerpoor, V»3and '64; Col., '64.
—josef pancoast,nonstable; overseer roads, 71 ; sur. high., 73,
17G4.
74, and 76 ; overseerroads,'84,and *91.
Johu Gardnor, overseerroads.
—Christopher Phinegin, Constable.
1765.
Peter Tilton, surveyor highways ; sur. high., 70 ; Freehold, 72 ; over
seer roads,73.
Isaac Field, overseerroads; -sur.high., '66; overseer roads,'68: com.
appeal,75; Freeholder, SO; overseer roads,18l, '85, 'SO; over&cerpoor,
^S:i,^94,*95.
Samuel Satterthwaite,Jr., overseerpoor; overseerroads,76.
1766.—Isaac Cogel Gowgell (Cowgill), Sr., Constable, overseer poor,
73; Col., 73; sur. high, 75, 77, 78; Freehold, 79, '80; sur.Jiigh., from
'81to "*85; com. appeal,'86; assessor,'87,'88, '89,'92.
John Holloway, overseer poor; col., '67; overseer poor, '67 and '68;
col., 'C8.
—John Emley, Constable1767.
John Horner, overseerroads; overseerroads,71.
John Wood, overseerroads; sur. high., 'G9,'70,71, 72.
Johu Taylor, overseerpoor.
17G8,—
Francis Witt, Constable.
Joseph Newhold, overseer roads; overseer roads,'69; Col., 70; ov<rseer, 70,71 ; com.appeal,79 ; Freeholder,'8L ; overseerroads,'82,V3 .

Judith Williams, overseerpoor; overseerpoor, 152,154,157.
Caleb Carman, overseerpoor; overseerroads,'69; overseerpoor, '77;
corns,of appeal, 179.
— TtfomasWatson, freeholder.
1752.
Freeholder, '86; overseerroads,'86.
1753.—
1769.—
; freeholder,'73,7-4,75, 76,
John Thorn, Constable; con., '<32
The namesof all the officerswho servedthis year are mentioned
77, 78: commissionerappeal, 'SI, '82, '83, '84, '85, '87,'88, '89; overseer before.
1770.—James Taylor, coustable; overseerpoor, 75 ; com. appeal, '85;
poor, '90; com. appeal,'90; overseerroads,'93,'94; com. appeal,'94,95;
overseerroads,'95, '96; col., '96; overseer roads,''96; com. appeal,^G;
overseerroads,''OO,sur. high., '98.
col. '97; com. appeal, '97, ^S, *99.
John Lovell, overseerroads.
Edward Rockhill, Collector.
William Niatt, overseerroads; overseerroads,'86.
1771—Marmaduke Wat6on{2d),surveyor of highways; overseerroads,
Joseph Thorn, Surveyor of Highways ; sur. high., ,55,'56,157,16S,''SS,
75.
'6l,G4, '65.
Samuel Taylor, Jr., Surveyor of Highways; Sur. High., from '55 to 164.
1772.—Joseph Brown, Town Clerk; overseer poor; '80; col., 'SO;
poor.
Aaron Watson, overseer
overseerpoor,'SI ; col., '82; overseerroads,'91.
Joseph Forsyth, Constable; overseerroads; 77, 79, '89.
— William Wood, Surveyor of Highways; Sur, High., '55; Asses
1754.
sor, '57, '58,'59, '60,'64,'65, '66, 70; Freeholder, 74.
GervasifJarves) Pharrow (Pharo), overseerpoor; col., 72; Town Clark,
John Newbold, surveyor of highways ; Sur. High., '58; Col., '59, 'GO, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, and '8G; overseerroads,'91.
Wm. Satterthwaite,overseerroads.
'62,'63, '65; Sur. High., 'G6,'07, '68.
George Rockhill, overseerroads; con., 158.
1773— Amariah Farnsworth; Constable; overseerpoor, '80.
— John Weldon, overseerroads.
Join* Decow, overseerpoor; overseer road, 75; sur. high., '80; con.
1755.
Benjamin Gibbs, overseerroads; con., 76.
¦*81,overseerhigh., '85.
— Thomas Ivins, constable.
Timothy Bunting, overseerroads.
1756.
Robert Eoibley (Robert Emley), overseerroads; overseerroads,74.
John Edwards, collector; col., '6G; overseerpoor, "66.
— George Applegate, Constable; overseer roads, 7G; overseer
1774.
Robert Lippincott, overseerroads.
Benjamin Bussom, overseerroads; overseerpoor, '58.
poor,79; overseerroads,'88; overseerpoor, '89.
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keeper, '15.
Benjamin Satterthwaite, overseerroads.
Samuel Ivins, overseerroads.
1793.—Nathan Rockhill, committeeof appeal; assessor,'95.
— The names of all the officers who served this year are men
1794.
tioned.
1795—-William Norcross,judge of election, 'b6, '97,'98, '99 township
committee,1802,'3.
179G,—
John Hodson, constable.
1797.—Thomas Newbold, surveyor highway, '98; freeholder,'98, '99.
Thomas Borden, constable.1
1798.— Humphrey Wall, constable.
James Thorne, constable.2
1799.—James Thorn, constable,1800,7.
town
Thomas Taylor, overseerroads; commissionerappeal,1800,
ship committee,'2, '3, '4; surveyor highways, '6, "I, '10,'19, '20, '21,'22
commissionerappeal, '22 township committee,'22 township commit'
;

'84.
John Oliver, overseerroads.
Joel Middleton, overseerroadsand overseerpoor, 1785; collector, '85,
'86; overseer poor, '86, T87; collector, '85, '86; overseer poor, '80, '87;
'88; overseerpoor, '88, '89; collector, '89; overseer poor,
collector, 't>7,
'96.
MosesWilliams, overseerroads,1778.
Israel Wright, constable.
ThomaBBliss, overseerpoor, collector.
William Allen, overseerroads,17&1.
—John Hall, clerk, overseer poor, and collector; clerk, '80,'81,
1779.
'82,'83, '84; overseer poor, '84; collector, '84,1S06; overseer poor, T06;
collector, 7; overseerpoor, 7.
Joseph Woodward, overseerroads.
1780.—Samuel Beck, constable.
Aaron Taylor, overseerroads.
John Thorn, Jr., overseer roads, freeholder, '85,TS7; overseer roads,
'91,T97; overseerpoor, '97, '93; overseer poor, '98; collector, '98, '99;
overseerpoor, '99; overseerroads, T99; collector, 180O;overseer poor,
1800; overBeerroads,1800,'1 ; overseerpoor, 1; collector, '1.
Joseph Kirkbride, commissionerappeal, '81,'82,'S3; freeholder,'83,
'84; commissionerappeal,'84,'85; freeholder,'85; commissionerappeal,
'SO,'87,'88, '89,'90,'91,'92,'93.
1781.—Joel Taylor, overseerpoor.

'94, '95; collector, '95.
Danielle King, overseerroads.
— The namesof all the officerswho servedthis year are mentioned
1791.
before.
1792.—James Wilkinson, overseerroads constable,1804,'5, '6 pound
;

committee,TG;overseerroads,'11.
1777.—Nathaniol Lewis, constable.
Abraham Chapman, surveyor highways, 1778,79, 'SO,'81; overseer
poor, '81; freeholder, *82; surveyor highways, TS2,'83; freeholder, 'S3>
commissionerof appeals,'S3,'84; freeholder, '84; surveyor of highways,

way, '94.
Michael Taylor, overseerroads overseerpoor, '91 surveyor highway,
'97; township committee,77; freeholder, '18; township committee,'18.
'19; freeholder, '19,'20; township committee,'20,'21; freeholder,'21.
— John Middleton, collector; assessor; overseer poor, '91; col
1790.
lector, '91,'92 overseerpoor, '92, '93 collector, '93, '94 overseerpoor,
;

1801.
Benjamin Halloway, overseerroads and overseerpoor 1778; surveyor
highways, '86, '87, '88.
1776— Gabriel Allen, overseerroads; constable,79.
Nathan Middleton, overseer roads and overseer poor, 1777; overseer
roads, '87; commissioner appeals, '89, '90, '91, '92; overseerroads, '93,
'94; Freeholder, '95, '96; overseerroads,'95,'97; commissionerappeals,
*97,'98; overseerroads,'98,*99; commissionerappeals, 1801, '2, '3, '4;
township committee, 1805,'5; commissioner appeals, '5, '6; township

peal, '3, '4; freeholder, '4; township committee, '4, '5; freeholder, '5;
commissioner appeal,
assessor,
freeholder, '6; overseer poor, 'G;
commissioner appeal, '8;
township committee,'6,
freeholder,7,
township committee,'8, '9 freeholder,'9 commissionerappeal, '9,'16
freeholder, '10; township committee,'10,'11; freeholder, '11 commis
sioner appeal, '11, '12; township committee,'12, '13, '14, '15 commis
;'
sioner appeal,'15, '16; township committee,'16, '17 commissionerap
peal, '17, '18; township committee,'18,79; commissioner appeal, '19,
'20; township committee,'20.
Jeremiah Smith, overseerroads.
1788.—Tliomas Wilkinson, overseerroads.
Brazilla Newbold, overseer roads; commissioner appeal,'94,'95,'96
surveyor highways, '99.
Joseph Williams, overseerroads.
Joseph Douglass,clerk, '90, '91, '92, '93,'94, '95,'96.
1789.—
Samuel Newbold, overseerroads; overseer poor, '92; surveyor high

;

Joseph Wright, Constable.
Jonathan Quicksell, overseerroads.
David Killey, overseerroads; overseerroads, 79.
GeorgeWoodward, overseerroads; overseerpoor, 76; overseerroads,
'85; Freeholder, '86, '89; town com,, '89; sur. high., '89; Freeholder, '90;
town com.,'90: Freeholder, '91; com. appeal,'91; town com.,'91; Free
holder, '92; com. appeal, '92; town com., T92; Freeholder, '93; com.
appeal,'93; town com.,'93; Freeholder, from '94 to 1811.
Joshua Bunting, overseer roads; surveyor highway, 1776; overseer
roads,T8G,'92; surveyor highways, *95,'96; overseerpoor, '99,1800,and

;
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tee,'22,*24,'25,'26,27.
Joseph Satterthwaite, surveyor highways; overseer highway, 1801
surveyor highway, '2.
—James Holloway, surveyor of highways, 1801.
1800.
—Joseph Meirs, overseerof roads.
Isaac Reckless, overseerroads.
1S01.
GeorgeDouglass,overseerroads.
1802.—James Davison, constable,1803.
— Lewie Chapman,constable; clerk, '85,' 87, '88; overseerroads,
1782.
John Null, constable.
*90.
Isaac Thorn, surveyor highways, 1S03; collector, '21 overseer poor
John Van Emburgh, overseer roads,T89,'91,'92, *93; judge election, '22; overseerroads,'23.
— Samuel J. Bunting, clerk, '04, '05; assessor,'05 overseerpoor
•93,'94,
1803.
Joshua W. Satterthwaite,overseerroads,'83; commissionappeal,'8G, '05 clerk, '06,'07 assessor,'07 overseerpoor, '07.
Joseph Nutt, surveyor highways; township committee,'08,'09j 70
'87,'88,'94; surveyor highway, 1800,7; township committee,'2, '3, '4,
'5, 'G,7, r8,'9, '10,'12; freeholder, T13,'14,'15; township committee,75,
'11,72, '13, '14,75, '16.
—George Thorn, surveyor highway; commissioner appeal, '07
'16; freeholder, '1G; overseerroads,'17.
1804.
OakeyHoagland, overseerroads,1783,'84,'85.
township committee, '07; collector, 73; overseer poor, 73; commis
— Newbury Bunting, constable;assessor,'96; clerk, *97;assessor, sionor appeal, 75, 76, 77 freeholder, 77, 78 commissioner appeal
1783.
'98; overseerroads,'98; clerk, '99; assessor,*99,180O;clerk, 1800,'1;
78, 79, '20; collector, *20; overseer poor, '20; commissioner of appeal
assessor,'1, r2; clerk, '2 ; assessor,*3,T4;overseerpoor, '4.
'21 township committee,'21, '22; commissionerappeal, '22, '23; town
Joseph Holloway, overseerroads.
ship committee,'23; commissionerappeal,'24; township committee,"21
Jacob Middleton, overseerroads.
ThomaB Nutt, surveyor of highways, '05, '06, '07; judge of election
1784.—Robert Dougherty, constable, *85,^7, *S8,*89,«W,*92,'93,*94, '07; collector, '08; surveyor highways, '08; overseerpoor, '08,'09 col
'95,'97.
lector, '09; surveyor highways, '09,70; collector, 70; overseerpoor, 7C
Joseph Bullock, overseerroads.
71 collector, 71 surveyor highways, 71 overseerroads,71 collec
— Samuel Rogers, overseerpoor.
1785.
tor, 72 overseerpoor, 72, 74 collector, 74, 75 overseerpoor, 75, 76
— Thomas Moore, overseerpoor.
1786.
collector, 76, 77; overseer poor, 77, 78; collector, 78, '19; oversee
Samuel Sykes, surveyor highways; freeholder, '88; overseer roads, poor, 79.
Joseph Wright, overseerhighways, '05,
'89, 'DO;freeholder, '91,'92, '93; surveyor highways, '95; overseerroads,
appea'
'95; surveyor highways, '96; overseerrnnds,MS,'99,1800.
1805.—Willium Snowden, township committee; commissioner
Samuel Holloway, constable,1786;overseerroads,1802, 4,*5,'6,7,
'8, '9, '10,'13, '14,'15, '16,'17,'IS, '19, '20.
Specially appointedby Newberry Bunting, Daniel Newbold, and Jo
— Thomas W. Wood, overseerroads; freeholder, '88.
1787.
Lippincott, three justices of the peacefor Burlington County.
AVilliam Wood, freeholder, '89, '90,'9G,'97,1800,'1, '2; commissioner
Specially appointed hy Isaac Cowgill and Newberry Bunting, jus
appeal,'2; township committee,'2, '3; freeholder, '3; commissionerap
ticcs, etc.
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'06; judge election, 'OG;commissionerappeal,'07; township
committee,
Jacob P. Bunting, judge election,'23.
'07, 'US; commissionerappeal, 'OS; judge election,'08,'09;
commissioner
Robert Vanderbeck,township committee,'24; freeholder, '27; town
judge
appeal, '09, 70;
election, 70, 71 ; commissionerappeal,71 ; town
ship committee,'28, '29,'30,'31, '32,'33, '34, '35, '36,'37,'38, '39,'40,'41,
ship committee, 71,72; commissioner appeal,72, 73 ;
township com
'42,'43; school committee,'43; township committee, '44; school com
mittee, '13, 74; commissioner appeal, 74, 75; township
committee,75,
mittee, '44, '45, '4G,'47.
76; commissioner appeal, 76, 77 ; judge election, 77 ;
1823.—Phineas S. Bunting, commissionerappeal; township committee,
township com
mittee, 77, 78; commissionerappeal, 18; judge election, 78,
79 ; com
'23, '26, '27; clerk, '28; freeholder, '29, '30,'31, '32, '33,'34; township
missioner appeal,79 : township committee,79, '20; overseer
road, '28;
committee,'36,'37','38; freeholder, '39,'40, '41,'42, '43; justice peace,
township committee,'29, '30, '31, '32, '33, '34.
'47 to '52.
1S06.—Samuel Bunting, surveyor
highways; commissionerappeal,'07J
Samuel Hance, overseerroads,'24to '30; pound-keeper,'35to '47.
township committee,'07, '08; commissioner appeal, '08, '09;
township
John Sykes,pound-keeper; overseerpoor, '25.
committee, '09, 70; commissionerappeal, 70, 71 ; township
Samuel S. Bunting, wharf-master, '24; overseer poor, '29; commis
committee,
71, 72; commissioner appeal, 72; freeholder, 72, 73;
commissioner sioner appeal,'37.
appeal, 73; township committee, '13, 74; commissioner appeal, 74;
1824.—
Elisha Lippincott, assessor.
freeholder, '14, 75; township committee,75 ; judge election, 75, 76;
John Miles, comnrssionerappeal, '25.
freeholder, 7G; township committee,7G, 77; freeholder, 77.
Thomas S. Earl, commissionerappeal; township committee,'20 to '37,
1806.— Tliomas Lawrence, commissioner appeal; assessor,'OS; over
and from 74 to '47.
seer poor, 'OS,'09; assessor,'09,'10; overseerpoor, 70, 71 ; assessor,71,
John Shreve, Jr., surveyor highways, '25 to '32.
72; overseerpoor, 72, 73 ; assessor,73, '14; overseerpoor, 74, 75 ; as
Ezra Black, surveyor highways, '25, '2G,'27,'28.
sessor,75, 76 ; overseer poor, 70, 77 ; assessor,77, 78 ; overseerpoor,
Mooro Edwards, township committee,'25.
78, 79 : assessor,79.
Samuel Sager, pound-keeper,'25.
William Bennett, overseerroads.
John Bunting, overseerroads,'25, '26,127,'2S,'40,'41.
1807.— The names of all the officers who served this year are men
1825.—
Lewis W. Pancoast, collector, '26, '27; judge election, '35, '36,
tioned before. .
'37.
1808.—William McKnight, clerk, '09,70, 71, 72,
Joshua Cabmen,commissionerappeal.
73: township com
mittee, 78, 79, '20, '21; freeholder, '23; township committee,'23; free
Wm. Field, commissionerappeal.
holder, '24, '25, '26,'2S, '29, '35, '38.
Wm. M. Hance, wharf master; overseerroads from '33to '40; town
John Blakeley, Jr., surveyor highways, '09, 73 ; judge election, ship committee,'52; overseerroads,'53, '55.
'26,'27.
* 182G.
—Samuel C. Taylor, commissionerappeal,'27, '28, '29; overseer
William Trout, constable,71, '24, '25,'20,'27,'28,'29,'36,
roads,'29; commissionerappeal,'30; overseerroads,'30; commissioner
Thomas L. Shotwell, overseerroads.
appeal, '31,'32, '38,47; council, '50.
1809.—John Imley (or Imlay), township committee,70.
Reading Newbold, township committee,from '27 to '32.
—
Joseph Piatt, pound-keeper,from '27 to '32; school committee, '33;
1810. William Price, constable.
—
1811. Abel Hull, surveyor highways, 72; commissionerappeal,'20;
overseerpoor, from '34 to '36andfrom '39to '4G;pound-keeper,'4G,'47;
judge election, '20,'21; commissionerappeal,'21,'22,'23; overseerpoor, overseerpoor, '47.
'24,'25, '26, '27,'28; commissionerappeal, '31,
Joshua Satterthwaite, commissionerappeal, '27, '28; overseer roads,
Thomas Forsyth, overseer roads, 72, '22,'25, '26, '27, '30,'31, '32,'33, '34.
— Amos Hendrickson, overseer poor, '28,'29, '30; commissioner
'34,'40,of Recklesstown.
1827.
1812.—
Edward Field, surveyor highways, 73,74, 76, 77, 78.
appeal, '34, '35, '36.
b
1828.—Peter Sbreve, Sr., president, '29,'30; collector, '30, '31; presi
John Rodgers, overseerroads,73.
Isaac Stiles, overseerroads.
dent, '31,'32; collector, '32,'33; president, '33, '34; collector, '34, '35 ;
John Applegate, overseer roads; constable, 73,74,77,78; overseer president, '35,'36; collector, '36, '37; president, '37,'38; collector, '38,
'39; president,'39,'40; collector, 140,'41; president, '41, '42; collector,
roads,'42,43,of Recklesstown.
president,1
Isaac Shreve,judge election, 73, 74, '24,'25.
'42, '43; president,'43, 74, 45 ; township committee,'45,'46;
— Thomas English, freeholder; commissionerappeal, 74; sur
1813.
'4G,'47; township committee,'47; commissionerappeal,'49,'50 ; council,
veyor highways, '23.
'51.
James Wonderley, constable,'29, '30.
Gueldy Higgins, overseer roads,
1814.—Nathan Satterthwaite, clerk, 75, 7G, 77, 78, 79, '20; assessor,
1829.— A. H. Woodward, commissionerappeal,'30.
John Graham, clerk, '30, '31, '32,'33.
'20,'21; clerk, '21; overseerroads,'21; assessor,'22; overseerpoor, '22,
Wm. Taylor, overseerroads.
'23; assessor,'23; overseer poor, '24, '26; assessor,'27, '28, '29; com
Clias, Thompson,judge election, '30.
missioner appeal,*37,'30; township committee,'40, '41,'42, '43, '44,'45,
1830.—
Aaron Robbins, assessor,'31,'32,'33.
'46,'47; justice of the peacefrom 1838to 1855.
Joseph Satterthwaite, Jr., freeholder,from '31to '34, and '36 to '42.
Jacob Inman, surveyor highways, 76, 77,
James Pierce, surveyor highway, from '31 to '42.
Nathaniel Warner, overseerroads,'15,'21,'23,'21,'28; surveyor high
William Tiel, overseerpoor, from '31 to '36; judge election, '39.
ways, '20; township committee,'52, '53.
James II. Hammil, constable.
David Hance, Jr., overseerroads,75, 70, 77, '18; surveyor highways,
— Robert Holloway, commissioner appeal, '32, '33; school com
1831.
'18,79 ; overseer roads,79, '20; surveyor highways, '20,'21; overseer
mittee,'34.
roads,'21; township committee,'22, '23; surveyor highways, '23; town
Joel H. Middleton, overseerpoor; overseer roads,'34.
ship committee,from 1824to 1835.
1815.—Joseph Wilson, constable.
John H. Ivins, overseerroads,'32, '33,'35, '36,'37,of Crosswicks.
181G—William Pain, constable.
Thomas Herbert, overseerroads.
#
— Saxton Emley, township committee,78, 79.
Elias Thompson,judge election, '32,'33.
1817.
Joseph D. Satterthwaite,school committee,'32; township committee,
1818.—Benjamin II. Middleton, overseer roads, 79, '20, '21, '22, '23;
from '33to '47.
commissionerappeal,'2G,'27, '28, '29, '30.
1819.—David Kelly, freeholder, '20, '21, '22.
Edward Thorn, Sr, school committee,from '32 to '37; township com
mittee, '38,'39; commissionerappeal,'56.
Abner Arey, constable,'20, '31„
— Peter Ellis, township committee,'21.
Edward Pierce, school committee,from '32to '38; commissioner ap
1820.
1821.— Tliomas Tallman, commissionerappeal; clerk, '22, '23, '24, '25, peal, from '39 to '47, near Crosswicks.
— Jeremiah Durell, commissionerappeal.
1832.
'26, '27; collector, '28, '29.
John Thorn, overseerroads.
Robert Field, township committee,'24, '25.
1833.—John Lord, commissionerappeal.
Samuel English, constable,'22,'23, '24, '25,'27, '31, '32, '33,'34, '35.
George C. Davis, commissionerappeal; freeholder,'35.
Isaac Thorn, Jr., overseer roads; collector, '22; surveyor highways,
David S. Newbold, surveyor highway, '34,'35,'36.
'22; overseerpoor, '23; collector, '24; assessor,'25, '2G.
1822.—Samuel Bunting, freeholder, '22; township committee,'22,'23;
Isaiah Taylor, school committee,from *34to '37, '40,'41, near Reck
lesstown.
freeholder, '23, '24, '25, '2G,'27,'28.
Allen Taylor, pound-keeper,'34, '35; commissionerappeal, '38; over
Thomas ShTovc,overseerroads; overseerpoor, '38, '39,"40,'41,'42,'43,
seer roads,74, '45,near Recklesstown.
'44, 45, '46, '47.
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1824.—Caleb Earl, clerk, from '35 to '39.
Thomas T. Taylor, assessor,'35,'36; school committee,'42.
Joshua Bunting, commissionerappeal, '35.
Edward Thorn, commissioner appeal, '35, '36; township committee,
from '38 to '43; collector, '44.
Geo.Middletown, overseerpoor, '3.5.
Wm. W. Norcross,judge election; township committee,'35,'36; free
holder, '37,
1835.—
Furman Field, school committee,'36; assessor,from '37 to '44.
Michael Wilson, constable; overseerroads,from '36to '41.
Joseph Schooley,commissionerof appeal,'37.
1836.—
Tantum Earl, surveyor highway from '37to '47; school committee,'47.
Aaron Bunting, overseerpoor from '37 to '39; surveyor highway from
'43 to '47.
Joseph Wright, wharf master.
Jacob G. Foulks, pound keeper ; overseerpoor, '37,38.
—Jehu Lippincott, Jr., overseerpoor.
1837.
William Tilton, school committee.
Joseph Shinn, pound keeper.
John Hitchin, constable,'38.
—Joseph K. Hilligus, commissionerappeal.
1838.
ThomasNewell, overseerroads.
Abraham T. Ellis, school committee,'39, '40.
Robert Parry, school committee; commissioner appeal from '39 to
'47.
Samuel Wilson, pound-keeper.
ThomasCarman,commissionerappeal from '40 to '46; council, '50.
Joseph Asey, overseerroads.
James McCahe,school committeefrom '40to '42, Crosswicks.
AVilliam I. Applebee,school committee; clerk, from '40to '45.
James Hartmau, pound-keeper,from '40to '44,Crosswicks.
Robert James, constable.
Alex. D. Pearson,constable,from '40 to '45.
—Benj. H. Brown, overseerpoor^from '41to '47.
1840.
CharlesWilson, judge election,from '41to '43.
Samuel A. Pancoast,township committee; school committee,from '42
to '46,near Recklesstown.
—Joel H. Robbins,overseerroads,from '42 to '44.
1841.
Jacob M. Bunting, township committee,from '42to '47,Crosswicks.
Jacob E. Morton, schoolcommittee.
1S42.—ThomasThorn, overseerroads,'43to '46, near Crosswicks.
—Edward Robbins, township committee; school committee, '44
1843.
to '46; justice of the peace,'47 to '52; school committee, '47; mayor,
'49; township committee,'52; justice peace,'52to '57—'67to 72; town
ship committee,'G9 to 73; mayor, 71 to 73; justice peace,72 to 76;
township committee,75 to 76.
John W. Brown, freeholder.
— SamuelCollier, freeholder,'45to '47.
1844.
James Holloway, freeholder,'45 to '47.
Benj. Thorn, judge election.
—Lewis C. Hartman, assessor,'46to '47.
1845.
,Charles Bodine, Jr., collector,'46,'47, '58,'59.
Clayton Aaronson, judge election, '46, '47, '50, '52; township com
mittee, '54; commissionerappeal, '61to '65.
John Warner, overseerroads.
Charles Hartman, pound-keeper.
1846.—Ezra B. Robbins,clerk, '47,'49, '50 to '53; justice peace,from
'53to '57; assessor,'56to '61; justice peace,from '57 to '62,from '62to
'67, from '67 to 72; commissioner appeal, '67, '68, 70 to 74; justice
peace,72 to 76.
Henry Vanbrunt, pound-keener,'47,near Crosswicks.
Abraham Ryan, constable.
1847.—
Peter Shreve, Jr., justice peace,'47to '52,'52 to '57; commis
sioner appeal, '58.
Thomas C. Gibson,overseerroads.
Eli Eldridge, overseerroads,near Crosswicks.
Samuel Pitman, overseerroads,near Recklesstown,
William Cowls, constable,79; marshal, '50; justice peace,'52 to '57.
In February, 1849,the township of Chesterfieldwas divided, and the
township and borough of Bordentown were established.
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
Jacob M. Bunting, 1852-5G; Edward Thorn, 1S57-60; Aaron B. Borden,
1861-63; Alfred Satterthwaite,1861-68; Charles B. Holloway, 186972; Sexton Emley, 1873-75; Isaac L. Woolman, 1876-78; John
Braislin, 1882.

TOWNSHIP CLERKS.
Ezra B. RobbinB,1852; Henry P. Vanderbeck, 1853-60; Jacob M. Bunt
ing, 1861-68; John Braislin, 18G9; Lugene Wood, 1870-74,1876-82;
Jacob W. Mitchell, 1875.
ASSESSORS.
Lewis C. Hartman, 1852; Aaron R. Borden, 1853-55; Simon Hamold,
1856-59; Charles A. Wilson, 1860; George T. Newell, 1861-64;
James A. Wood, 1865-66;Josiah Shinn, 1867-78; Charles B. Hollo
way, 1879-82.
COLLECTORS.
Aaron Bunting, 1852-55; Thomas Mclntire, 1856-62;ThomasA. Pearce,
1863-66; Charles S. Doran, 1867;Thomas Sexton, 1868-71,1875-77;
William B. Ridgway, 1872-74; Howell Stillwell, 1878-82.
TOWNSHIP

COMMITTEE.

Peter Shreve, Sr., 1852: Thomas S. Earl, 1852; Nathaniel Satterthwait;
1852;J. D. Satterthwait, 1852-54;Jacob M. Bunting, 1S52;Edward
Thorne, 1852-55; Lewis C. Hartman, 1853; Thomas N. Black, 1854;
Edward Satterthwait, 1855-57,1869-75; James Holloway, 1856,1857;
William H. Black, 1856-59; Samuel Collins, 185&-67; James Taylor,
1858-62;Barton F. Thorne, 1860-67;Charles II. Holloway, 1863-68;
Samuel C. Deacon,1868-71;Charles D. Lippincott, 1868-S2;Sexton
Emley, 1872; John Braislin, 1873-75,1877; J. N. Clevenger,1876,
1877;Jacob L. Atkinson, 1876-78; Walter E. Borden, 1877,1878-82;
1878-82;'
Charles Wallace, 1878-82.
Jacob Bucraft,
CONSTABLES.
William Cowls, 1852; Nathaniel Long, 1853; Eli Eldridge, 1854-61;
Alexander C. Wood, 1862,1863; William A. Higgins, 18G4,1SGG,
18G7;John nartman, 1808; Thomas M. Gifford, 1869-72; Joseph I.
Rogers, 1873; Rudolph Middleton, 1874; Frank Scatterthwair,
1875-78; Howard Hartman, 1877; John B. Burtis, 1878-81;Russel
Maps, 1881; James D. Steele,1882.
OVERSEERS

OF THE POOR.

Benjamin H. Brown, 1852-60,1863-82; Thomas Shreve, Sr., 1852-56;
A. C. Jamison, 1855-62; GeorgeS. Piatt, 1862.
JUDGES OF ELECTION.
Benjamin Thorne, 1852,1853; Samuel Taylor, 1854-57; Charles N. Neal,
1874;1858-60; Edward Satterthwait, 1S61; James A. Wood, 18G2,
Josiah H. Shinn, 1863-68,1870; George M. Satterthwait, 1870-73;
\
William Higgins, 1874-79; Charles S. Doran, 1880-82.
JUSTICES

OF THE PEACE.

Hudson S. Ellis, 1856,1862; Stacy Taylor, 1860,1865,1875; John S.
Reed, 1881.

Extracts from the Township Records. -The first

entry in the township

book is as follows :

" Chesterffild 1713—12 17
moorsthe 7 day of the12month
1712—11 mad up our a Counts with henery Beck and then due to him
£4 sl2. d7.as over seerof the poore.

"At our Towns meetingheld att John

"Att the samemeeting settled our a Counts with Thomas.

" Oversarof ye poor.
"Scholey duo from him to the Town £l.s2. dll.
" At ye sam meeting settelodour a counts with John morre and then
due to him for keeping of mary Wheat Craft £5. . 0s.9d.
"Att The same meeting setteled our accountswith Richard harisou
upon the accountsof keeping old hue aud Due to him 9£ 2s.4d. for the
year 1711—12.
"At our Towns meeting held at John moors the 7 day of the 12th
month 1712— 13. By vertue of warrent so directed to yeCunstuble to
sumens the freeholders and Inhabetors to tho said meeting to Cbues a
Cunstabloand overseerof the pooroand overseerof the hig wayes for the
Town Ship of Chesterffild puysuenttheir unto we who did meet did nomeuat and Cheus Thos personswhose namesare as folewoth . .
" Att our Towns meeting held at John moors ye Third day of the sev
enth month 1715The freeholders and Inhabetor being their meetdid
Chues and nominat william Wood, Robert Chapman,Richard harison.
and Samuel Taj lor to a Certain the boundsof our said Town Ship of
Chesterffild.
" At our towns meeting held at John Moors by vertue of a warent ye
23day of the feirst month 17 16-17for the township of Chesterfield the

CHESTERFIELD TOWNSHIP.
freeholdersami Inhabetors being their meet did by majority of voitsdid
agree that Mary Wheatcraft should be let to Thomas Curtis for him the
s'd Thomas to keep the saidmary "Wheatcraftfor a Certain sum of money
so that she shall be no more charge to the saidTownship that shall any
way a crew during her life time as will apeare,so a bond from the said
Thomascurtis at the s'd meating of the freeholdersand Inhabetors did
agree that assessmentshould be maid to pay the s'd Thomas Curtis for
keeping of the said mary AVheatCraft and to pay Richard Hanson for
keeping old Hugh (Parriot). In order their unto wee who weard meet
at the said meeting did chues sessorsto sess the said tax whosenames
are Thomas foulks, nathanill ffield, Gorge nichilson, marmadnck Wattson sessorsto sessthe said tax att or beforethe feirst day of the Theird
munth next Iusuing and deliver the same to the overseersof the poor
aud the said sesstnentto be pade to the overseerof the poor Samuel willson or to his order to be paid in solid silver moneyat or beforethe feirst
day of the 8 munth 1717."

Thus we see that even at this early period, and with
the scattered and thriving population, poor humanity
called for relief.
The feeble widow and broken-down
man ask of their fellow-men a pittance of what God
has blessed them with to eke out a miserable

exist

ence.
"At our Town meetin helde for the township of Chesterfield the It
day of the First month 1717-18The Freeholdoi s being met at the house
of John Moor did by majority of votes chooBeJoshua Wright sessorfor
the Tax towards the support of Governmentand Robert Chapman,Sen.
CoH'r for the said Tax : William Wood and Mathew Watson, Survej-ors
for the highways John Buntin, medius and John Emley freeholdersfor
the county tax. Joseph Reckless was by majorite of voteschosenClark
of the Town for one year, and is to have twenty Shillings for said year
to be paid by John Moore, overseerof the poor. Samuel taylor, Sen.,
John Cheshire, John Sikes, & Josef Reckless chosen Assessorsto lay a
Rate to defray the Charges of the poor, crosswicks Bridge, and paying
Town Clark. The town agreesto raiseng about 40£ money at 9s.id. per
ounce. To Be sessedby the first day of May next, and to be paid by the
first day 9 (month) next. Tho Horse taken by way of distressfrom Wil
liam and Richard Kirby for 40shillings, waB sold to Wm. Bunting for
358.and he gave his bill to pay the Constable,and the constableis to pay
charges."
it to Joseph Reckless when received,first deducting his own
"John Wrght, Asher Clayton, John Emley, Joseph Reckle-s met accorden the Appointment of Last towns meeting & madeup acco'tswith
Richard Harrison & Thomas Curtis & find the town indebted to Richerd
Odd.
10£
13s.
Harrison ye 1st of March, 1717-8.
Tiie town indebted to
02
06
6
Thomas Curtis
The town indebted to
1
00
00
Samuel Wilson
To Wm. Wood & ye
19
00
1
bondsmen
1£ 19s.
To Samuel Taylor, Serafor
being T. C'k (Town Clerk)
15 years being given this
town meeting by majority
of votes.

5

00

00"

"The Town agreesthat Mary Holloway shall not pay her Tax, being
shillings."

And exacting of others

Just

to think

"The Town Adjourns this meoting to the 2d third day of march next
morning."
at 8 by the Clock in the
" 1722. It is agreed by the town to Raise 9 pounds to pay towards
Crosswicks Bridge and other Accidental charges. Taxes to be paid in
money or wheat at 4 shillings per bushel."

The following item may be of interest to young
gentlemen who are blessed with amiable mothers-inlaw:
"1734. At ye same town meeting beforethe Inhabitants there met
and gathered Robert Taylor then oversearof the poore did demand
surity of Richard Smith on ye accountof his mother-in-Law Likely to
be a charge to the said town."

The following items are taken from the early laws
of the province, Smith's History of New Jersey, etc. :
In this year was issued the first paper cur
1709.
rency in New Jersey, — three thousand pounds for the
Canadian expedition under Gen. Nicholson, which
terminated in the capture of Port Royal.
"For as much as there are great Exorbi
1709.
tances observable in many places within this prov
ince, occasioned by Persons selling Drink in private
Houses, and disorderly keeping of Public Houses, to
the Dishonour of God and impoverishing of the Com
monwealth,"
the justices of the peace are authorized
to issue license, and a fine of twenty shillings is im
posed for "selling less than one quart of Rum or
Brandy or less than five gallons of wine, strong Beer,
liquors."
Syder, Metheglin or other such

bounty of three pence was offered for the
killing of every crow, hawk, or woodpecker, and for
every dozen of blackbirds.
The property qualifications of grand jurors
1713.
1709.

A

jurors
was one hundred pounds real estate, and petty
one hundred pounds personal estate.
The fine for refusing to work on the roads
1716.
The same year a
was four shillings and sixpence.
law was passed regulating hawkers and peddlers.
1720.
1730.

Legal interest not to exceed eight per cent.
An act was passed to regulate the heights of

fences.

The General Assembly met at Crosswicks, Oct. 3,
Robert Hunter, Governor.
harvest."
Alternate
In 1719 occurred the "wet
rain and sunshine for three weeks occasioned the
almost entire loss of the crops.
As early as 1718 the Provincial Assembly of Penn
sylvania established a ferry between Kirkbride's
landing, in Penn's Manor, and Farnsworth, which for
1716.

The township appears to be charitable to some, as
witness the following :
7

They were early risers in those days.
of this in March, 1720 :
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:

"At a Town meeting 10th, 1st, month (March) 1718-19,ordered the
from Richerd Kirby by distressfor 34 shil
570^ fo"' of boards taken
100"(feet).
lings and pencewas sold to Edw. Rockhill for 8 shillings ye
"The town is indebted to
1°&
*"•
Samuel Taylor
4
6
Ambrose ffeild
6"
5
Samuel Wilson
support
ye
of the Poor,
"The town meetin agree to raise a Tax for
agreesto raise 16
Xwicks Bridge, and paying the Town Clark, the town
pounds."

many years afterwards was known as the Bordentown
ferry.
The following proceedings of township-meetings
are of interest :

"1732. Likiewise it is orderedby said towns meeting that Anthony
pattinsof ye Township
Woodward aud Thomas Eulks juuer do get tho
of Chesterfieldrecordedand to draw ye moneyoute of SamuelSatterth
yo
waite hand and anthony Bunting hand for and towards defraying
charge there likewise ye same Towns Meeting ordered Juhn baconto
panted
make a Constable Staf and get the name (of) the Township
thereon.
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" And It is orderedby the said Towns Meeting that Anthony Wood
ward and Thomas Folkes junior doseethat Richard Wright be qualified
according to ye town Election for a Constablefor ye said town and for
his refusal of ye poast to prosecute him ye said Richar Wright a cord
ing to Law; and it was agreed by ye sametowns meeting that ye An
thony Woodward and Thomasfolkes should be paid for what money ye
Bhould Lay down on that Sute and for there one (own) Labor and
Time.
" At a township meeting held in 1738,£1. 5s.Od.was allowed to John
Tantum 'for ye repair of Bridge, 4 shillings to Dr. Brown for ye cure
of a poor man.' £2 si d8 to Joseph Brown 'in order to make him resti
tution for ya trouble ho had with a man that dyed at his house.'
" 1741. Ordered to be recovered of John Lovel £5 ' due the Town
according to an agreementmaid betweenye said Lovel and ye Sherif of
Burlington upon account of his being quit of sarving as a jewer^ man
which ye said Town orders Samuel in ye nameof ye whole town to Sue
for and recover for ye people of the town and for his so doing doth
orderhim to be paid out of ye said money when recovered and if not
recoveredto be pay for his time and trouble out of ye overseersof ye
poor hands.'
" 1744. It was orderedat this Towns meeting that Burgas Hall and
Isaac Ivens, Jr., overseer of ye highways should each make A Book
and keep account of all pearsonsthat do work on ye road and such
necklects to cum and make A retor of ye saim the next towns meeting
to the next oversersand then they shall bring in tiie costof thar Book
and shall be paid by tiie order of ye said town."

The said books . each cost six shillings and six
pence.
On the night of the 7th of December, 1737, Bor
dentown experienced a severe shock of earthquake.
The night was dark, and it was accompanied with a

The people were awakened
loud, rumbling noise.
from their sleep, doors flew open, bricks fell from the
chimneys, and great consternation was produced. No
great

Another severe
damage, however, ensued.
shock was experienced Nov. 18, 1755, and another
Oct. 30, 1763.1
This year, 1718, was remarkable for an uncommon
storm of hail. It fell larger than had been remem
bered before in the province; it killed many wild
pigeons and other birds, and did considerable dam
age.

In the beginning of the summer of 1742 another
happened with a strong gust of wind, with some rain
and hail of very uncommon bigness ; in one house it
was said to have struck twenty-eight holes through
the roof; the damage to the grain in some places was
so great that the farmers began to forebear selling
their last year's stock lest they should want bread.

Such another happened in the spring of 1758.
It
came from the north; the hail in large stones con
tinued for eight or ten minutes, and abated gradually ;

it

drifted in some places six inches thick
in a vein about a mile and a half broad.2

;

it

went

" At a Towns Meeting held this 13th day of Octr. 1755at the
houseof
Godfry Beck Concerning one Mathias Ostcndino and by majority of
Voats it was a Greed that the Overseersofye Poor should Imploy Docor
Moor to Cure him the Best Manner he could and to pay him out of The
money that is to be Raised for the yous of ye Poor."

In 1756 the amount of money raised for the support
of the poor was £20; in 1761, £30; in 1774, £60;
and in 1776, £100. In 1773 two important measures
1 Smith's Hist. N. J., pp. 427,430,438.

2 Ibid., pp. 409,410.

were adopted that showed an increase in the length
of the roads, in population, and in minor crimes.
" Samuel Farnsworth and
The resolution
says,
Joseph Pancoast men Chosen to assist the overseers

of the Road Devide the Town in four parts for the
better. Convenience of Mending the Roads, Thomas
Foulks Joseph Thorn Benj. Field John Wood Wm.
Wood and Joseph Brown, Men Chosen to settle and
agree with other towns Concerning Building a Bet
tering house with full power to Bargain and agree in
behalf of the town." In the division of the roads
that followed they speak of the "the Old York
Road."
The township committee in 1775 having brought
to their notice that there was a daughter of Thomas
Brumejam's, about two years old, chargeable to the
" for any sum
township, directed her being put out
age."
under £20 until she was of
The next year it
" not to exceed £12."
was resolved to reduce the sum,
At the last-named meeting it was resolved " the affair

of mary Connel Coming under Consideration in Re
gard of her Being Removed from this town by an
order to the Township of pitts grove in the County
of Salom and as this Town is Informed the overseers
of said Township of pitts grove have appealed to the
Quarter Sessions of Burlington & as this Town in
tends to Stand Tryall at said Court this Committee
Do appoint Thomas Watson Esq ; & Isaac Cowgill
with the overseers to Take Council & Stand the attest
with the overseers of said Township of Pitts Grove."
This subject of disputed residence of the poor with
the various townships was a source of trouble from a
very early period.
We find the following also in the records :
" May 19th 1742. then Stephen Buckingham Cameto me & desired
that would Enter Cretnersmark in the Book which is a Crop on ye off
ear and a slit in the sameEare,
"March the 13th 1743-44
Jonathan Scattergoods Ear marks A slit in ye near Ear and A half
peney under ye saim."
"William Allen Requestedhis mark for Dum Cretors Should be Re
corded which is a half penny under tho near Ear enteredthe 8th dayof
may 1775by me
Gervas Pharo, Clerk."

I

" Dec. 15,1798. James Thorn gave security
in the amount of $700as
the'
constable,the first under
act of March 15,1738,passedat Trenton.
" Aug. 4, 1800. James Thorn as
constablegave security to the amount
of $2000.
" March 0, 1802. James
Davison as constable gave security to the
amount of $3500.
"March 9, 1808. William Trout, as constable gave security to the
amount of $1500.

Villages and Hamlets.— Crosswicks,

the princi
within the limits of the township, is
pleasantly loated in the northern part of the town
pal

village

ship, on Crosswicks Creek, and about four miles from
Bordentown.
It was first settled in 1681, by a few
members of the Society of Friends, with their fam
It grew to be a place of some importance, even
ilies.

in those early days, for in October, 1716, the General
Assembly met there. During the Revolutionary war
Crosswicks became a place of historical
note. In
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June,

a body of British troops that passed
Bordentown on their way to Monmouth at
tempted to cross over
the draw-bridge at Crosswicks.
The Continental troops and militia under Gen. Dick
inson had been
previously withdrawn, leaving the
regiments of Cols.
Frelinghuysen, Van Dike, and
Webster.
When temporarily disabled, so as to cross,
onr troops attacked them with great
resolution, and
compelled them to
retire, with the loss of four killed
and several wounded.
The British concentrated their

through

1778,

forces, and in a skirmish that ensued a British officer
and several men were wounded, and an American
named Clevenger was killed.
The latter had cut
away the last sleeper of the bridge, when he was shot
through the head.
The day following the British
succeeded in passing over the creek, and proceeded on
their march.
During the skirmish the Americans,
who had a small battery on the Woodwardville side

of the creek, fired a number of shots at the British,
one of which lodged in the walls of the Friends'
meeting-house.
Soon after the battle of Trenton

this meeting-house was used as a barracks by the
troops, who, however, always had the house in order
for worship on Sunday.

At this date (1882) Crosswicks contains Friends'
meeting-house, one Methodist Episcopal Church, one
Episcopal Church, and one African Methodist Church,
four stores, blacksmith- and wheelwright-shop,
one
hotel, a post-office, and a population of about seven
hundred.
The present merchants are I. & J. Woolman, gen
eral store ; Edgar Brick, general store; Thomas Chap
groceries.
and David Barkelow,
man, millinery;

Who the early blacksmiths

and wheelwrights

were in
former times we are unable to say, as they have been
The present ones, however, are Ben
very numerous.

jamin Brown, blacksmith; Scott Hartman, black

smith and wheelwright.
The post-office was established March 25, 1823, with
Nathan Satterthwait as postmaster. The present in

cumbent is Mrs. Elizabeth English.
Hotels. — It is very probable the establishment of
the first tavern in this village dates back to a very
We find by old records that one John
early period.

John,"

" Old
as he was often called,
Bainbridge, or
kept an inn and sold rum to the Indians "on the
sly"
as early as 1689, which was forbidden by law,
and in consequence Mr. Bainbridge was forced to

discontinue

his business by the settlers.

The next earliest public place of resort stood at
road, in the
the intersection of the Recklesstown
centre of the village, and is now known as the Stead
Hotel. Joseph Douglass kept this favorite place of
resort as early as 1776, and carried on the business
1802, at which time he was succeeded by his
William McKnight be
son Benjamin until 1804.
came the next genial host in 1804, and remained

until

until 1807. He was succeeded by John Horsful until
Jacob Renier kept tavern here in 1817 ; Rich
1814.

ard Pearce in 1818.
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Joshua English then purchased

the property, and carried on the business from 1822
to 1824.
Abog Robbins' widow owned and kept this
house in 1840, who afterwards married Samuel Wil

Joseph Stead, an Englishman by birth, married
Wilson's daughter, and purchased the hotel, and has
kept the house since. This old house has been reno
vated by nearly each occupant, until at this date
(1882) it is a model structure, with all conveniences
of a public-house.
Another old stand in the village was "The Bird in
Hand,"
which was kept iu the present dwelling next
to I. & J. Woolman's store. James Wilson kept here
from 1818 to 1820.
Dr. Mahlon Longstreet kept it
for several years. Thomas Pearson was here in 1833 ;
Clayton Hart in 1840, when it was abandoned and
son.

converted into a dwelling-house.

Tavern,"
Buttonwood-Tree,"
or "
as
The " old Red
it was called in former times, was another well-known
place of entertainment in ye olden times.
This old inn was situated at the junction of the
back street and the turnpike, and was familiarly
known by the pioneer travelers as a place of much
merriment, and it was well patronized by the travel
It was destroyed by fire
ing public during its reign.
some years ago, and the road-bed now occupies its
site.
kept here at intervals from 1805
became its host from 1830
1837.
Who occupied it at the time it was de
stroyed by fire it is not definitely known.
By some it is said that John Horsful kept an inn
James

until
until

Davidson

1844.

John H. Ivins

elsewhere, by others it is asserted that he kept in the
present hotel ; it is evident that he was a hotel-keeper
here at the time stated, and more than probable he
kept in this same house.

Recklesstown is a small village, dating back to
the early settlement, and is located in the eastern
part of the township.
It contains a population of
one hundred and fifty inhabitants, one store, one .
hotel, a blacksmith- and wheelwright-shop, a Baptist
Church,

shoe-shop, and post-office.

Among the early merchants of this village were
James Pearce, Obadiah Warren, and William Pearce,
who kept store in an old store-house which stood near
the site of the present store. This store was pur
chased by Cornelius Higgins, who moved it away
and converted it into a dwelling-house, and is now
occupied by William A. N. Higgins. The present
store was erected by Joseph D. Satterthwait, who
rented it to James Warren, who became the leading
place*
for several years. He was suc
merchant of the
ceeded by Isaac Satterthwait and Josiah Cafey, and
the firm was styled Satterthwait & Co. They carried
on the business for several years. Mr. Satterthwait
died, and the store was sold at public sale. The next
occupant was Isaac Buzby, who carried on the busi
ness some time, and was succeeded by George Vanness, the present occupant.
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kept here of which we have
knowledge
was kept by John Hull in
authentic
any
1807 ; he was succeeded by Martha Fenton in 1809,
she by William Price in 1811 until 1815, he by Isaac
Kester, the father of John and Capt. Kester, from
Nathaniel Warner became its general
1817 to 1821.

The first public-house

host in 1821, and carried on the business until 1828;
he was succeeded by James Pearce from 1830 to 1846,
he was succeeded by his widow from 1846 to 1860, at
which time she sold the tavern to George Cook Davis,
Ned McCue
he was succeeded by Garrett Conover.
purchased the property in about 1874-75, and carried
it on one year without license ; he sold to Walter Scott,
who was sold out by Sheriff Hall to Jacob Horner, the
present owner, who rented it to Reuben Hendrickson
in 1876 ; he was succeeded by E. A. Tindall, he by El
wood Mitchell, and he by John F. Harker, the pres
ent occupant, in

This hotel is a neat wooden
structure, located in the centre of the village, and has
1882.

ample accommodation for the traveling public.
Since the establishment of this village a black
smith- and wheelwright-shop have been maintained.
Just who the first occupants of the old, time-worn

shops were we are at this late date unable to state.
Among the early occupants were Gilbert Reelong,
John Wheeler, I. Carr, Johnson & Potts. Tautun &
Johnson are the present occupants.
Samuel Perseit was an early wheelwright, who car
ried on the business for over half a century. Thomas
Pitinger rented one-half of the shop during Mr.
Perseit's reign, and carried on the business for over
is George
twenty years. The present wheelwright

T. Perseit.
John Potts carried

on the shoe-shop for many years;
he was succeeded by William Holloway, he by George
Vails, he by the present occupant, John S. Reed.
The post-office was established in 1830, with James
Pearce as postmaster. Among those who have held
the office of postmaster have been Josiah Shinn, Isaac
Satterthwait, and John S. Reed, the present incum

bent. This village derived its name from Joseph
Reckless, one of the pioneer settlers of Chesterfield
township, who owned the land where the village is
situated.

Plattsbdeg, or Sykestown, as it is frequently
called, is a small hamlet, situated in the extreme
southwestern part of the township, and contains a
small collection of houses and a post-office, which was
established in 1857.
Schools. — Chesterfield, like her neighboring town
ships, is supplied with five school districts, known
Black's
Recklesstown,
as Sykesville,
respectively
Bridge, Crosswicks, and Extonville Districts, and
numbered in the following order: 44, 45, 46, 47, and
The amount of apportionment from State ap
48.
propriations for the above-named districts, $2084.70;
from surplus revenue,
amount of apportionment
amount of district school tax ordered
present value of the school
$2633.69;
to be raised,
$173.99 ; total

property, $2400 ; whole number of children between
the age of five and eighteen residing in the districts,
595 ; average number of months the school has been
kept open, 10.5; number of children between five and
eighteen years of age enrolled in the school register
during the year, 439; average number who have at
tended school during the time it has been kept open,
169; estimated number of children who have attended
private school, 40 ; number of male teachers employed,
2; number of female teachers employed, 5; average
salary paid males, $32.83 ; average salary paid females,
$31.97.

Friends' Meeting. — The first religious organization
perfected within the present limits of Chesterfield
Friends' Meeting at Crosswicks,
township was the
which was organized in the year 1684, by Francis
Davenport.
port's house.

Meetings were first held in Mr. Daven
From the first book of records of Ches

terfield Monthly Meeting, commencing 2d of 8th mo.,
1684, the following interesting extracts are made :
" It hath Pleasedthe Mighty God and Great Jehovah in this Last Age
after the Greate Night over nations, kindreds, tonguesand People,since
those glorious days in which the Appostles Lived, by his outstretched
Gathering Anne and by ye word of his Etternal Power, to gather People
who was weary of all deadformes and outside Professions into a Wait
ing frauie ot spirit, Wheare wee Do'st not thinke our own thoughts nor
speaks our own words in things Relating to h'n kingdom and ways of
Worship aud being thus Brought Downe By ye Mighty Power of God we
wasye moroCappableto ReceveCounselland instructions from him, who
through and by his son Christ Jesus the true Light yt Lighteth Every
one yt comethinto ye world appearedin us and taught us his way aud
Worshipe .Whitch is in spirit and truth this lie taught us while wmmay
through the Great mercy of ye Lord wassin this Latter age the first of
nations Wheare the Lord appeared iu soc mighty a Power aud Bright
shining Glory to ye pathering of thousands into his fold Wheareby his
people Became a Body Whereof Christ is ye head,And there tho Lord
our God as he Did unto Paul And ye Elders of dumbos iu yo Appostle
Duyesbegot a Godly care in ye heartsof sum of his People whomo liee
had Gatheredand brought into viLoving Senceot his worke in litis Day
and also oftho Mistcryous Workings of the Enemy of sill G.'od,Who in
all ages as ye Scriptures of truth fully testify Laboured by his subtilty
and transforming to Draw yo Lords People into Loosenessand Disorder
that soe the rretions truth puer ways of the Lord niiught bo Dishon
oured and his worthy nameBlasphemed,will say the Lord hath set sum
as Watchmen upon ye walls of Jerusalem and bath Laid a Godly caro
and nesisity upon sum of his people that all things iu tho Churches'of
Christ maybokept sweetand cleanand ye Marriages and nil other things
Relating to yo church affairs may be performed in ye Goodorder of the
Gospel of Peace therefore in the Wisdomo and Council of God it was
seenmetethat first daiesand weekly meetingsininght be appointedand
diligently kept unto for edification and ye worship ng of God and
monthly, Quarterly and Yearly meetingsminght be appointed and Dilligeutly kept unto by all sutch who aro of an honest Conversation,as
becomestruth, and have the weight of tho Lord's worke in this our Day
and care oftho churches upon them for the Jettlingandorderintraffairs
thereofand to admonishand Give advice unto such as stand iu needeof
it and ye Lord by his Providencoand mighty Power hath brought sum
of his People out of their native country over the Great Deepeinto this
Wilderness and Remote part of tho World as West Jersey, and places
adjacent,whereas hce hath Laid the sameWeight and care upon sum
of
us as bee Did iu oner Native Land that all things may be uell
amount
us to ye honouro of his Greate and worthy name whicii
is the Ground
and End of this Booke.
"At our monthly meeting at ffnincis Davenport's House
near Cros»wickB Creeke, the place now called Cheslorfield, in
West Jersey yo "d
of ye 8 mo. 1081.
" It is agreed
that a wecko Day meetingbe kept every fourth Day yo
of
weeke at ye house of Matthew Watson except ye
weeke in whiclrtl.e
monthly meetings falles which is the first firth Day of
every month and
the time of Each meetings beginning to bo alt ye
tenth hour of the Day
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"3 mo 5th 10S7. Friends Bomewhatremote from our usual meeting
desire to have A first DayB meeting amongst themselvesit wasconsented
unto that they minght have one day at Georgo Hutcheson and another
day John Cortis (Curtis) house to continue until the next Quarterly
meeting.
" 5th mo. 3d 1690.
Friends finding sum inconveniencyby ye first day
meeting being kept at so many Places have agreed that our whole meet
kept
ye
be
ing
next first day at iTrancis Davenports and the next first
after Chesterfield meeting to be kept at Edward Rockhill and Notting
ham meeting to be kept at Thomas Lamberts ye next after to Gather at
Robert Murfries, ye next after Chesterfield meeting to be kept at Wil
liam Biddies and Nottingham at Mahlon Staceys."

Of the meeting-house we find on the records :
" 2 mo. 2d,1C91. friends have had iu considerationthe place
for build

ing a meeting house and at present not agreeing upon it leave it to fur
ther consideration.
"5 mo. 2d, 1691. friend takeing in consideration the necessityof
Building two meetinghouses it is thought convenient that it maybe
considered of before tho next meeting of yt full Result may be then
known and that Mahlon Stacy and John Wetsford consider with friends
at ye falls and John Snowden and Daniel Bacon consider with friends
on ye other sido about it.
"6th mo. 6th, 1691. The building of ye meeting house being taken
into considerationa meeting houseon this side is Generally agreedupon
to be built and the Greatest part of fiiends think best to have it at ye
Graveyard.
"11th m0. 7th(1Q91,it is agreed by the meeting that ffrancia Daven
port, Samuel Andrews, William Wood, and Samuel Bunting wjth
Tliomas Gilborthrop be and are appointed to treat with a Carpenter or
Carpeutersabout the Building of a meeting houseat or near tho Grave
yard neare Crosswicks Bridge iu Chesterfield township."

10th mo. 4, 1692, the committee was authorized
tp let the work unto John Greene, and during the
The
same year the meeting-housfe was completed.
first meeting held in this house upon its completion
is thus noted :
"At the monthly meeting of friends at tho meetinghousein Chester

Recording."
field ye 6thof ye 8 mo. 1683. nothing y' need8

The meetings heretofore held at the house of Wil
liam Biddle, Edward Rockhill, and Ann Murfries
were discontinued, and meeting were held in the new
meeting-house until 1706, at which time a new and
more commodious house of worship was erected near
the old one. This house was of brick, beautifully
situated on a high elevation overlooking the town.
We find by the old records that in 1753 the meeting
had increased to such an extent that an enlargement
of the meeting-house was deemed necessary. This
edifice supplied their wants until 1773, at which time
the present meeting-house was erected. This old,
time-worn structure was occupied for a time during
troops as a
the Revolutionary war by the-American
On Sunday the benches were arranged,
This society has de
and worship was held as usual.
generated to a very great extent.
However, many of
the descendants of the pioneer Friends still reside in
kept up as it
and about Crosswicks, and the society is
predecessors.
reign
their
The same
of
was during the

barracks.

pride and punctuality is still maintained among the
present generation of Friends as it was in ye olden
times.

Methodist

Episcopal

Church.— Methodist ser

vices were first held at Crosswicks in the school-house,
grew the pres
and a class was formed, out of which
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Church.
A plot of ground was
chased, and a small church edifice was erected
cost of about five hundred dollars.
This church
used until 1832, at which time the church was
ent Methodist

pur
at a
was

in

a

more flourishing condition, and the little church edi
fice was deemed inadequate to hold the increasing con
gregation.
A committee was appointed, and the pres

ent church was erected. It is a fine brick structure,
situated on the border of the town.
It is handsomely
frescoed.
furnished, and the walls are beautifully
Among the early pastors that have filled the pulpit

Neal, William Franklin, Mr. McFarlin, Richard Pelbridge, James Long, Alexander
Gilmore, A. M. Palmer, R. E. Morrison, and Nathan
iel Chew.
Those who have filled the pulpit since
1859 are Rev. William Franklin, 1859; Rev. W. E.
Boyle, 1862 ; Rev. E. H. Durell, 1864 ; Rev. Francis
A. Morrell, 1865; Rev. E. Waters, 1867; Rev. Levi
Laham, 1868; Rev. J. R. Westwood, 1870; Rev. J.
U. McDougal, 1872 ; Rev. Schuyler Regna, 1874, as
supply ; Rev. Joseph Ashbrook, 1875 ; Rev. J. B.
are Revs. Thomas

Tirpin, 1876 ; Rev. Jefferson Lewis, 1877 ; Rev. W.
E. Greenbank, 1879 ; and Rev. D. W. C. Mclntire,
the present pastor, was installed in 1882.
The pres
ent membership is one hundred.
Value of church
property, two thousand dollars.

The Crosswicks Episcopal Church. — Episcopal

services were first held at Crosswicks in Franklin
Hall, by a pastor from AUentown, and a church or
ganization was perfected, and in 1865 a plot of ground
containing two acres was purchased of Edward
Thorne, and a church edifice was erected, which is of
wood, and cost five thousand dollars. This church is
pleasantly situated on a high eminence, commanding
The
a good view of Crosswicks and surroundings.
present membership is forty.
The first pastor that
the pulpit was Rev. William Cornel, in
He was succeeded by Rev. John G. Bond, he

supplied
1865.

Ira

Isaac, and he by the present rector, Rev.
This church is supplied by
1879.
The present wardens
the rectors from AUentown.
are Bennington Gill, Sr., and John Braislin, Jr. The
vestrymen are Solomon
Conrad, Robert Parkey,
by Rev.

M. H. Hyde, in

Lewis West, Charles Ellis, and Reckless Satterthwait.
The Recklesstown Baptist Church.— Baptist ser
vices were first held at Recklesstown at an early date,
in the district ,school-house, with more or less regu
larity, and a church edifice was built, whicii is located
It is a frame building,
in the centre of the village.

built, and is nicely furnished.
Al
substantially
though Baptist service has been maintained here for
several years, no organization was perfected until Jan.
14, 1871, at which time the church organized with
forty-three

This church is supplied from
churches, there being no regular pastor
The church has a membership of sixty.

members.

neighboring
at present.
The deacons are Robert

Newell,

John

S. Clayton,

William B. Sharp, Jacob West, and Alfred Troth.
The African Methodist Episcopal Church of
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Crosswicks. — This church is connected with the
Bordentown charge, and regular services are held here
every Sunday. Services were first held in the schoolhouse for a short time, and in 1878 a church edifice
was erected, which is located on a road leading from
It is a small frame
Crosswicks to Recklesstown.
building, and built at a cost of five hundred dollars.
Burial-Places. — The oldest burial-place in Ches

Friends' burial-ground at
township is the
Crosswicks, which was established as early as 1685.
In that year Thomas Foulks gave a plot of ground

terfield

to the meeting, the deed being drawn in trust to
Francis Davenport, Samuel Buntain, John Buntain,
Thomas Gilberthorp, Roger Parks, and Robert Wil

son. The first notice of a burial jn this ground we
find recorded is "Mary, daughter of Anthony and
Hannah Woodward, who was interred on the 13th
1686." None of the old-time
day of the 1st mo.,
graves have anything to mark the last resting-place
of those buried within its walls. This ground is one
of the oldest burial-grounds still preserved intact in

of New Jersey.
buried many of the pioneer
township.

the State

The Methodist

In

this

graveyard

are

settlers of Chesterfield

Episcopal Burial- Ground,

located in the Methodist

churchyard

in the village of

Crosswicks, is of a more recent date, and contains
many graves, which are well kept up.
Industrials. — The people of Chesterfield township
Some
.are mostly engaged in agricultural pursuits.
of the finest farms in the county are to be found in
this town.
The soil is fertile, and yields abundant

rewards in return for the diligent cultivation.
The
farmers are evidently enterprising, taking a just pride
in their occupation ; thrift and energy displayed in
good fences, convenient and spacious farm buildings,
and improved stock, all of which is exceedingly com

mendable, and rarely excelled in the county or State.
the northern part of the township the rich roll
ing lands, watered by numerous small streams and
springs, attracted the attention of the pioneer settlers.

In

This township is especially noted for the superior
quality of heavy-weight hogs which are raised within
its borders.
Recklesstown grist-mill, located in the village of
Recklesstown, on Black's Creek, was erected in 1701,
In April,
by Henry Beck and Joseph Scattergood.
1702, we find that Henry Beck conveyed his one-half
interest in the mill property to his partner, Joseph
Scattergood ; he sold to Francis Davenport in 1707 ;

he in 1710 sold to Jonathan Wright ; he in turn con
veyed said mill property to Joseph Reckless in 1712;
he carried on the business until his death, which
occurred in 1771, at which time the mill property
was sold by his executors to one Chapman ; he car
ried on the business for a short time and sold to John
Reckless ; he in 1819 conveyed the mill to Joseph W.
Reckless; he to Daniel Burtis in 1823; he died in
1852, and in 1853 commissioners were appointed and

the mill was sold to Charles S. Burtis. In 1865 he
conveyed the property to
Charles C. Stilwell, the
present owner and operator.
The main body of this
ancient mill still graces the site on which it was

erected in 1701.
It has been renovated more or less
and enlarged to double its capacity.
It contains a
thirty-horse steam-engine, with three run of stones.
Bullock's grist- and saw-mill, located near Reckless
town, is also one of the pioneer enterprises of this

Just when and by whom this mill was
erected we are at this late date unable to state.
By
an old deed, bearing date May, 1737, we find that in
the same year Robert Chapman conveyed the mill to

township.

his son, William Chapman ; carried on the business
until April 20, 1749, at which time he Conveyed the
said mill property to Joseph Reckless and William
Joseph Reckless died in
Chapman, Jr., his son.
1771, and in 1772 his executors and executrix con
veyed their one-half interest to William Chapman,
Jr., who carried on the business until 1804, when he
died. William Chapman (3d) was appointed execu
tor, and he conveyed the mill to Isaac Chapman in
In 1809 the mill property was sold by Sheriff
1807.
Budd to Thomas N. Wood. He sold it to Michael
Taylor, and he in 1827 sold to Thomas English.
He conveyed it to William Peppier, May 29, 1838 ;
he to his son, George Peppier ; he, under foreclosure,
sold to Anthony Bullock, July 5, 1873 ; he sold it to
Gilbert Worden, July 20, 1873, and on December 27th
it was reconveyed back to Anthony Bullock, its for
mer owner, who still owns the property.
It is under
the management of Charles E. Wallace, and has
three run of stones, with a thirty-horse steam-engine.
Braislin's drain-tile and brick works, whicii are
located at Crosswicks, were established in 1860 by
George S. Deur, who commenced the manufacture of
drain-tiles and brick.
He carried on the business
until about 1865, at which time the works were aban
doned, and in 1867, Mr. John Braislin, the present
owner and operator,
reopened the works.

purchased

the property and
These works cover an area of
four acres, with six sheds and three kilns. The ca
pacity of brick per annum, 800,000 ; of drain-tiles,
250,000 ; hands
employed when running at full

capacity, eight.
Brick's mince- meat- factory.

This factory was es
tablished by Edgar Brick in 1874 as an experiment,
which proved a success, and in 1879 he erected a fac
tory two stories high, size being twenty-five by fifty
feet, and commenced the manufacture of mince-meat
on a larger scale. The packages in which this meat
is put up weigh as follows : 9, 18, 35, and 70 pounds
Quarter- and half-barrels
each.
are also put up.

He ships principally to New York and Philadelphia.
In addition to this he carries on the manufacture of

paper bags on a small scale.

CINNAMINSON

CHAPTER XXV.
CINNAMINSON TOWNSHIP.!
Geographical and Descriptive. — This is the north
of this county, and is bounded
east by Delran, south by Chester township, southwest
by Camden County, and northwest by Delaware River.
By an act of the State Legislature, approved March
15, 1860, this township was formed from Chester.
The
west corner township

act creating the township

reads as follows :

" An Act to divide the township
of Chester,in the countyof Burlington,
intotwo townships.
" Whereas, The inhabitants of the township of Chester,in the county
of Burlington, havebecomesonumerousthat it is impracticableforthern
to meet and transact the businessof the township at their annual and
other town-meetings with convenienceand good order in one assembly;
for reasonswhereof,
" 1st. Be it enactedby theSenateand GeneralAssembly theStale New
of
of
Jersey, That the township of Chester,in the county of Burlington, shall
be and the same is hereby divided into two townships in the following
manner, that is to say,all that part of said township south of a line run
ning from the bridge that crossesthe south branch of the Pennshawken
Creek, known as Rudderow's bridge, in a straight line to the creek road
(socalled),where Hackney's run crossesthe eame;thence down tho said
run, the several coursesthereof, to the Rancocasriver, shall constitute
and be known as the township of Chester; all that part lying north of
said line shall constitute and be known as the township of Cinnaminson.
"3d. And beit enacted.That the inhabitants of the township of Cinna
minson are constituted a body politic and corporate in law, and shall be
styled and known by the name of ' the inhabitants of the township of
Burlington,'
and shall be entitled to all
Cinnaminson, in the county of
lights, powers,authority, privileges, aud advantages,governments and
townships
of said county of
liabilities as the inhabitants of the other
Burlington are or may be entitled to or subjectedto by existing laws of
this State. . . .
"5th. And be it enacted,that tho inhabitants of Cinnaminson shall
hold their first town-meeting at the West Chester Bchool-housein said
township on the secondTuesday of March next."

Approved March 15, 1860.
Delran township was taken from Cinnaminson in
February, 1880, leaving the latter township only a
little over half its original territory, and a population
in

1880

against

of two thousand one hundred and eighty-four,
a population in both townships in 1870 of

three thousand one hundred and twelve.
Natural Features. — The surface of this township
rises gradually from the Delaware River front for
about two miles, when the summit of a broken or un
even ridge is reached, along on which lays the Bur
lington and Camden turnpike.
From the turnpike
to the southern border of the township there is still
a slight elevation, with a gently undulating surface.
There are no elevations dignified by the name of
mountain, though there are points that might as justly
he so named as many other places in the county whose

altitude is no greater. The northerly border of the
township is washed by the waters of the historic
PensauDelaware River, the easterly end or side by
Pompeston
Creek flows northwesterly
kin Creek. The
mingles its waters with the
across the township, and
1 By Hon. William Tarry.
19
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Delaware a short distance east of Riverton.
Parry
Run rises in the western part of the township, and
empties into the Pensaukin.
Upon this run are located
the carp beds of Hon. William Parry. The old Cam
den and Amboy (now Pennsylvania
Railroad) runs
across the northerly part of the township, nearly par
allel with the river, upon which are two stations in
this township, viz., Riverton and Palmyra, for a de
scription of which see " Villages and Hamlets," else
where.

Early Settlers and Pioneer Incidents. — To know
who the pioneer of any section of our country was,
where he came from, what his occupation, who he
married, where he located, how many and who his
children were is to the majority of readers a source
of intellectual pleasure not always enjoyed, and in
this brief sketch we hope the reader will not expect
a larger share of gratification than he would be will
ing under similar circumstances to accord to others.
Prior to the advent of the English or Quaker
pioneers

the now township of Chester was owned
and occupied by the Indians. The Swedes had set
tled a very few colonies along the Delaware River,
but had not ventured out of sight of that beautiful
stream.
However, when the English Quakers mi
grated to West New Jersey they pushed their way

back into the then forests, and finding lands suited to
their habits they located. John Roberts, John Rud
derow, and William Matlack were among the number
who ventured farthest from the Delaware.
William Matlack, the ancestor of the principal
families of that name' now residing here, came from
in Great Britain, in the ship
Nottinghamshire,
" Kent," Capt. Gregory Marlow, with Thomas Olive
and Daniel Wills, which ship came to Sandy Hook,
near Perth AmD°y, and thence to Chester, on the
Delaware River, the 16th of 6th mo., 1677, where the
people left the ship and went up the river in small
boats to the place where Burlington was afterwards

built, then called Chygoe's Island, from an Indian
sachem who lived there. William Matlack was the
first man of the company that put his foot on the
He served four years with Thomas
said island.
Olive, and being a carpenter helped to build two of
the first frame houses in Burlington, one for John
Woolston and the other for Thomas Gardner, which
were finished in the summer of 1678, and in which
Friends held their religious meetings until after the

of Thomas Gardner's widow, when they built
a brick meeting-house. William Matlack.also assisted
Thomas Olive in building a mill on the Rancocas
River. Matlack married Mary Hancock, in the six
She came from Brayles, in
teenth year of her age.

decease

Warwickshire, in Old England, in the ship "
Capt. Evele, on the 7th of March, 1681.
Her brother,
Timothy Hancock, came with her and paid the pas
sage-money, so she came in free.

Paradise,"

First Land Located— Nov. 14, 1682, William
Matlack located one hundred acres, Timothy Hancock
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located one hundred acres, John Roberts located two
hundred and eighty-seven acres, adjoining each other,

and between parallel lines, extending from the north
to the south branch of the Cimissick (alias Pensaukin

It will be observed that this Indian deed covers the
same plantations and to the same parties as the deed
given to them in 1682 by Thomas Olive, in which
year Roberts, Matlack, and Hancock located their

Creek), which name is derived from the Indian town
The
or settlement located thereon, called Pensaukin.
boundaries of one of those tracts, as taken from Rev

lands, and this Indian deed was obtained merely to
appease the feared wrath of the red man, and through
Indians' appetite
a way not the most honorable, — the

ell's Book of Surveys, may illustrate the manner of
locating lands: "Surveyed there for John Roberts
one tract of land lying at an Indian town called Pen

for rum.

saukin, between two branches of Cimissick Creek,
beginning at a black-oak for a corner at the more
north branch ; and runs thence southwest ninety-eight
chains to a red-oak

marked for a corner at the more
south branch ; then up by the said branch twentynine chains to a white-oak for a corner ; thence north
east ninety chains to the said north branch to a whiteoak for a fourth corner;
the corner first aforesaid.
and eighty-seven acres."

down the said creek to
Surveyed for two hundred

so

cock's land.

Much care was observed by the early settlers to
maintain. friendly relations with the Indians. John
Roberts, Timothy Hancock, William Matlack, and
others, the first who settled at Pensaukin, apprehending
it would be advantageous to them and their families
to have the friendship and good liking of the Indians,
who were at this time many, and they were but few,
took care to purchase from them by deed that good
understanding, being as follows :
" Know all people,that T,Tallaca, have had and receivedfrom John
Roberts, with the consentof the neighborhoodat Pen«aukin, one match
coat,one little runlet of rum, and two bottlesof rum. In consideration
whereof, I the said Tallaca, do hereby grant, bargain, and sell unto the
said John Roberts, Timothy Hancock, and William Matlack, all those
plantations at Pensaukin, promising forever to defend the said John
Roberts, &c, from all other Indians laying any claim thereto. In wit
nesswhereof, I, the said Tallaca, have hereunto set my hand and seal
the twelfth day of April, 1G84.

The mark of

Witnesses,

The Timothy Hancock mentioned in the foregoing
Asa Matlack's grandfather's grandmother's
brother, and Asa Matlack was the father of the vener
able Mordecai Matlack, now living on one of the orig
inal Matlack plantations, on the Haddonfield road,
westof the village of Moorestown, andbetween thetwo
branches of the Pensaukin Creek spoken of.
Timothy Hancock's one hundred acres, being eleven
chains in width, was located next above John Roberts,
and William Matlack's one hundred acres, of the
same width, was located next above Timothy Han
deed was

\

Tallaca.

[seal.]

William Clark, in 1684, took up one hundred acres
between the two branches of said Pensaukin Creek,
lying on the lower side of John Roberts' tract.

William Matlack's Second Purchase. —Deed
made the 25th day of the month called March, 1695,
between Timothy Hancock, of Pennsaukin, etc., and
William Matlack, of the same place, etc. In consid
eration of the sum of £50, sells house, land, and plan

tation, containing by estimation one hundred acres, in
the forks of Pensaukin, between the land of John
Roberts and the former land of said William Matlack.

This plantation was deeded by Thomas Olive to
Timothy Hancock, June 26, 1684. The property re
mained in the Matlack family till 1832, when it was sold
to Garrit Williams, who subsequently sold to Charles
Haines, and descended to his son, William Haines,

the present owner.

Clark's Purchase.— Daniel Leeds, in
surveyed
to William Clark one hundred acres
1684,
of land between the two branches of the Pensakin
Creek: Begins at John Roberts' lower corner-tree,

William

on the north branch of said creek; thence down
the creek twenty chains by said branch to a comertree ; thence southwest by south ninety eight chains
to the south branch,
to a tree; thence up said
branch sixchains to said Roberts' corner-tree; thence
on his line to ye place of beginning.
This one hun
dred acres was sold by William Clark's son William
(widow of John Roberts), by deed
March 26, 1703 ; also Sarah Roberts deeded it Feb. 20,
1712, to her only son, John Roberts, who married

to Sarah Roberts

Mary Elkinton, 27th 1st mo., 1712, in Friends' Meet
ing, in Northampton,
near John Mills.
Done by
Daniel Leeds.
Roberts'

Purchase of 267 Acres.— Nov.

14, 1682,

surveyed them for John Roberts (husband of
Sarah),
two hundred and sixty-seven acres, between the two

branches of Pensawking

Creek ; beginning

at a black-
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oak at the north branch, and runs southwest ninetyeight chains to a red-oak at the south branch; thence
up by the said branch twenty-nine chains to a whiteoak ; thence northeast ninety chains to a white-oak
corner at the north branch, and so by the same to the
first named.

The following notice of the early settlement of
Burlington by the English, written by Mary Smith,
a Friend, who arrived with the primitive colonists,
when she was only four years of age, may not be out
of place here, viz. :

"

Robert and Ann, his wife, living in Nottingham
shire, England, had one daughter born there, 2d month
4th, 1674, named Mary (the writer of this account,

the first Daniel Smith, of Burlington) ;
Some time
after that they had a son called Robert.
after it came into their minds to move themselves and
family into West Jersey, in America, and in order
thereto they went to Hull, and provided provisions

who married

for their necessary occasion, such as flour
(fine), butter, cheese, with other suitable commodities
in good store, then took their passage in the good
' Shields,'
of Stockton, with Mahlon Stacy,
ship the
Thomas Lambert, and many more families of good

suitable

repute and worth, and in the voyage there were two
died and two born, so that they landed as many as
they took on board.
"After about sixteen weeks' sailing or on board
year 1678, this
they arrived at Burlington, in the
known
to come so
ever
was
being the first ship that

'Griffith,'
high up the Delaware River; the ship
stopped
at Salem, and
which arrived in 1675, having
'Kent' in 1677
the English that came in the ship
landed lower down the river at Chester, and were
gotten
in small vessels to Burlington before us,
up
and were so consented to by the Indians.
" Then they landed and made some such dwellings
present time, some in caves and
as they could for the
palisade-houses
secured. The Indians were
others in
for the most part ; bought
civil
but
very
very numerous,
English for such things
corn and venison, and sold the
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land before they entered upon this agreement, and
after all this did submit themselves to mean living,
taking it with thankfulness, mean and coarse, as
pounding Indian corn one day for the next day, for
there was no mill except some few steed mills, and we

I

so well of this kind of hard living that
come,'
had never
would
never heard them say,
which is worth observing, considering how plentifully

thought

'I

I

they lived in England.
" It seems no other than the hands of God so to
send them to prepare a place for the future genera
tions.
wish they that come after may consider these

I

things, and not be like the children of Israel after
they were settled in the land of Canaan, forgetting
the God of their fathers and following their own vani
ties, and bring displeasure instead of the blessing of
God upon themselves, which fall and loss will be very
great on all such.

" Now

to return to Robert Murfin and his wife.
After they came into this land they had one son called
John, and in the year 1681 they had another called Wil
liam, and in the year 1684 they had a daughter called
Johanna. Robert and John died young. Johanna
Murfin married when twenty-one years old, John
Sykes, who was twenty-three years of age, and they

lived together as man and wife sixty-seven years, and
she died when eighty-nine years old, and he at ninety
years of age.
They were the great-grandparents of

Hon. George Sykes, a member of the Legislature from
Burlington County, and formerly a member of Con
gress.
He was a useful and excellent citizen, a prac
tical surveyor and conveyancer, and good authority
for tracing titles in the settlement of disputed landed
It may be observed how God's providence
estates.
made room for us in a wonderful manner in taking
away the Indians. There came a distemper ^the
smallpox) among them so mortal that they could
not bury all their dead. Others went away, leaving
their towns. It was said that an old Indian king
spoke prophetically before his death, and said ' The
English should increase and the Indians decrease.' "

English had some new

Thomas Wallis in 1695 located two hundred and

be
supply to help their old stock, which may well
pre
attributed to the. good hand of Providence so to
serve and provide in such a wilderness.
" The first comers with the others that came near
that time made an agreement with the Indians for
their land, being after this manner: From the river
paid for in
to such and such creeks ; and was to be

fifty acres of land, including his former settlement, on
the north side of the north branch of Penisaukin
Creek, adjoining lands of Tliomas French, Joseph

for they did not
to settle themselves near the river,
dare to go far from it at first.
" must not forget that these valiant subjects, both

daughters,

as they needed, so that the said

goods after this manner: 'Say so many match-coats,
with other
guns, hatchets, hoes, kettles, two full boxes,
upon
agreed
both In
by
number
as
materials, all in
English.'
goods were gotten
When
these
dians and
abovefrom England and the Indians paid, then the
part of the land
some
people
surrendered
mentioned

I

their land in Old Eng
to God and their king, did buy

On
Applegate, Thomas Hooton, and John Adams.
the 10th of April, 1697, in company with others, pur
On the 9th of December,
chased the Canoe Swamp.
was held at his dwelling-house,
and occasionally for several years thereafter, he being
frequently elected to fill important positions in the
township.
By his will he devised three several tracts
of land to his wife, Ann, during her lifetime, and
then to go to his brother, Robert Wallis. Said land
Wallis' two
was afterwards resurveyed to said Robert
1702, a town-meeting

Margery Webb and Esther Banks, who
sold and conveyed it to Thomas Cowperthwaite for

£270.

Philip Wallis, the great-great-grandfather

of John
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Wallace, Sr., living in Cinnaminson in 1875, came
from England, and does not appear to be connected
with Thomas Wallis, above mentioned.
Philip Wallis was born in 1666, purchased land of
Judiah Adams and Charles Steelman, on the north
east side of Pensaukin
Creek, near the river Dela
ware, built and dwelt thereon, and left it to his chil
dren, a portion of which is still held and occupied by
John Wallace, Sr., who was the son of Thomas Wal
lace, deceased in 1832.
Thomas Wallace was the son of John Wallace,
who was the son of the aforesaid Philip Wallis, who
died 2d month 26, 1746, some years before-the erec
tion of St. Mary's Church at Colestown in 1751, at
which place his remains now rest. Where they were
first interred does not appear by record.
Freedom Lippincott located several tracts of land
in this township, married Mary Curtis, and lived at

the ferry on Ancocas Creek, where the public high
way was marked out in 1682-83 from Burlington to
Salem, and had the following-named children : Sam
uel, Thomas (who married Mary Haines), Judith
(who married Joseph Slakes), Mary, and Freedom.
Thomas Lippincott, the second son of Freedom and

Mary Lippincott, purchased, by deed dated .8th mo.
24, 1711, of Thomas Stevenson, a tract of land in the
present township of Cinnaminson, beginning on the
northeast side of Pennsaukin
Creek, a little above
the forks, now called Fork Landing, and corner to
Stiles' land thence
Robert
by the same north sixty;
seventy-eight
east
chains ; thence
degrees,
northwest by the head-lines of the farms fronting on
the said Pennsaukin Creek seventy-four chains to the
head-lines of the Cinnaminson farms fronting on the
Delaware River; thence along said line north sixty eignt degrees, east sixty-eight chains to Pompession
eight

I

Greek (which line had occasion to run in 1869, and
found the course north sixty-five degrees, thirty min
utes east) ; thence up Pompession Creek, the several
Stokes'
courses thereof, to the corner of Joseph
land ;
thence, leaving said stream, and running by several
lines, the general course of which is a southwesterly
direction, to the aforesaid Pennsaukin Creek ; thence
down the several courses thereof to the place of be
ginning ; containing one thousand and thirty-four
acres, besides the usual allowance for highways, ex
tending from Pennsaukin Creek to Pompession Run
aforesaid.

The said Thomas Lippincott was married to Mary,
daughter of John and Esther Haines, of Evesham
township, 9th mo., 1711, and settled on the said tract
of land, where were born to them Nathaniel, 5th mo.
2, 1713, married Mary Engle, 1736 ; Isaac, married
Hannah Engle ; Thomas, married Rebecca Eldridge,
1745; Abigail, married Thomas Wallis; Esther, mar
ried John Roberts; The said Thomas Lippincott was
a useful man, and was repeatedly elected to fill i ra
pt rtant offices in the township in the years 1715, '17,
'22, '25, '26, '38, and '43.

Died 5th ino. 9, 1757.

Nathaniel Lippincott, eldest son of Thomas and
Mary, married, 4th month, 1736, Mary, daughter of
John and Mary Engle, and removed to Pennsylvania.
John Lippincott, eldest son of Nathaniel and Mary,
married Anna, daughter of John and Hannah Matlack, and settled at the dwelling-place of his grand
father, Thomas Lippincott, first mentioned, on the
aforesaid one thousand aud thirty-four. acre tract, and
had children as follows: Abigail, who died young;
Thomas, born 14th of 11th month, 1856 ; John, Barzilla, aud Aqualla.
Thomas Lippincott, eldest son of John and Anna,
married, 14th of 2d month, 1782, Lydia, daughter of
Joseph and RaChel Burr, and settled on a part of the
one thousand and thirty-four acre tract, devised to
him by his father's will, and had children as follows:

Joseph Burr,
Roberts; Seth, married Miriam
John, married Sarah Starr; Marmaduke,

Anna, married
married

Henry Warrington;

Hepzabah

Williams;

and Charles.
The grandchildren

of Seth Lippincott still hold
the farm on which he formerly resided, being a part
of the aforesaid tract, the balance having been dis
posed of to other parties, Hon. William Parry hold-'
ing over two hundred acres of it.
Civil- Organization. —Pursuant to the fifth section
of the "Act to divide the township of Chester, in
townships,"
the County of Burlington, into two
the
inhabitants of the township of Cinnaminson met at
the WestChester school-house March 12, 1861, and
appointed William
Parry moderator, and elected
Clayton

Conrow clerk.

The clerk then being duly qualified according to
law entered upon his duties.
Samuel Hunter and John Denny were appointed
assistant judges.

The act creating the township of Cinnaminson was
then read and adopted.
On motion, ordered that one thousand dollars be
raised for township purposes.
Resolved that seven hundred dollars be raised and
appropriated for school purposes, by a vote of one
hundred and forty against a vote of eighty-five for
the sum of one thousand dollars.
Resolved, that in the event of the Legislature en
acting a law requiring the inhabitants of Cinnamin
son to levy a poll-tax of from one dollar to three
dollars per head, that the smaller sum be raised.
which sum shall be appropriated wholly for schooling
purposes.
Resolved, that hereafter the town-meeting assemble
at 2 p.m. instead of 10 a.m.
Resolved, that we petition the Legislature to change
the time of collecting taxes from December 20th to
October 20th ; the township committee be instructed
to have charge of the measure, and present the same
to the Legislature.
Resolved, that the township of Cinnaminson do pe
tition the Legislature to enact a law empowering us

Resolved, that the collector be required to specify
the items in making out tax bills.
Resolved, that the salary of the town physician
shall not exceed twenty dollars per annum.
Resolved, that the overseer of the poor be in
structed to present his bills for removing paupers to
the chosen freeholder of the township for settlement
Resolved, that no justice of the peace shall issue
more than one permit to any pauper.
Resolved, that the town clerk be instructed to have
this room cleaned.
Resolved, by the inhabitants of the township of
in town-meeting assembled, that the
Cinnaminson,
chosen freeholder of the township be requested to
report to the next town-meeting after his election the
amount of money which has been expended in build
ing, rebuilding, and repairing bridges in the township
during the year ; also the amount which such bridge

built or rebuilt shall cost, and the amount which he
has charged for his services, specifying the time when
and the place where such services were rendered.
so

Resolved, that the person elected to the office of
chosen freeholder be and is hereby instructed to use
his influence to prevent any further increase in the
county debt, and to advocate and vote for raising
sufficient tax for its gradual liquidation, and also to
endeavor to have published annually such a full and
complete statement of the whole receipts and expen
ditures of the county that the tax-payers may know
to what purpose their money is appropriated.

The whole number of votes polled were three hun
dred and thirty-four. On counting the votes the fol
lowing persons were found to be elected: Assessor,
Constable, John T. Hunter; Commissioners of Appeals, Charles Wallace, William R. Lippin
Wallace
cott, Robert Jinnett; Chosen Freeholder,
Lippincott ; Surveyors of Highways, Charles Wallace,
Stokes Haines; Judge of Election, Charles Hall;
Overseer of Poor and Constable, Hinchman Wooster;
Overseers of Highways, Jacob Taylor, upper district;
David Haines, lower district ; Township Committee,
Charles Haines, Israel Lippincott, Henry Vanvane;

Job King;

clerks, assessors, collectors, freeholders, and township
committees from the first election in 1862 to and in
cluding the town election in 1882.
TOWN CLERKS.
1802-71.Clayton Conrow.
| 1R77.Ceorge M. Wells.
1S72-75.GeorgeB. Johnson.
1878-79.Edward S. Hunter.
1870.GeorgeW. Jessup.
l«S0-82. Howard Parry.
ASSESSORS.1
18132-0(5.
Job King.
I 1870-71.Henry Vanvane.
1867-09,187-1-79.Robert W. Bab- 1880-82.Timothy Morton.
ingtou.
COLLECTORS.
1S71-73.Clayton O. Heaton.
1870-79.George B. Johnson.
1880-82.Charles Wallace.

18S2-G3.John T. nureter.
1834-00.Jonathan Rogers.
1807.Josiah Wallace.
1808-70.Bobert F. Garwood.

FREEHOLDERS.
18S2-G9.Wallace Lippincott.
1870-72.William R. Lippincott.
1*73-75.John S. Morgan.
TOWNSHIP

] 1870-77.Robert M. Brock.
1878-79.Washington Hunter.
Morgan,
| 1880-82.William V.
COMMITTEE.

— ClmrlesHaines, Israel Lippincott, Henry Vanvane.
1862.
— Israel Lippincott, Henry Van\ano, John S. Morgan.
1803-04.
— Israel Lippincott, Charles Wallace, John S. Morgan.
1805.
1806.—John S. Morgan, Clayton R. Cole, Charles Gaskill.
1867-08.—
John S. Morgan, Samuel R. Hunter, Clayton It. Cole.
1809.—
Edward Hunter, Samuel R. Hunter. Clayton R. Cole.
1870.—Edward Hunter, Clayton R. Cole, Henry Orspring.
1871.—
Clayton Tt. Cole, Edward Hunter, Charles Wallace.
1872-71—Clayton R. Cole, Evan Pike, Joseph L. Thomas.
—Clayton R. Cole, Evan Pike, Enoch Evans.
1874-73.
1S70.—
Levi L. Walton, Washington Hunter, Robert M. Brock.
1S77.—Charles Parry, Clayton R. Cole,Edward Lippincott, Levi Walton,
Robert M. Brock.
1878.—
Clayton R. Cole, William F.'Morgan, William Hubbs, Joshua D.
Janney, Isaac Evaul.
— William 1<\Morgan, Isaac Evaul, William N. Huhlis.
1S79.
— Clayton Conrow, Isaac Evaul, Edward II. 0„'den.
1889-82.

Extracts from Records. — The township committee
met at Westfield school-house 3d month 16, 1801, and
fixed the rates for work done cm roads as follows : ,
"One pair of horsesplowing one day
'•
"
scraping "
"
tL
machining "
wagon
with driver
One horse to
*'
cart and driver
_
Laborer
_

«

$22">
.... 2.23
23
2.<o
\:i~*
l.On
-l

Resolved, that the salary of the constable shall not
exceed twenty-five dollars per annum above his law
ful fees.

Keeper, Hinchman Wooster.
These minutes are attested by Clayton Conrow,
town clerk.
The following will be found a complete list of town

'..

Resolved, that the township committee be author
ized to borrow the sum of six hundred
dollars for
township purposes.

John S. Stiles ; Justices of
Superintendent,
the Peace, Wallace Lippincott, John Witsill; PoundSchool

" A. day work shall cous"stof ten hours, exclusive of one hour at
noon.
11Resolved,that the township be divided into two road districts; all
that part lying to the eastof the road leading from George L. GillimrlianVs to Charles Haines1to constitute the upper district, and all west of
that road, including said road, to constitute the lower district."

At
meeting of the township committe, 9th day
4th month, 1861,
was ascertained that the taxable
amounted to
property of the town of Cinnaminson
$1,054,514.

Subsequent to the organization of the township of
Cinnaminson, the project of town hall for township
purposes was discussed, and at the town-meeting in
a

authenticated.
Resolved, that we hold our elections and townmeetings in this
house.
Resolved, that the offer of Samuel Hunter of a lot
of land near New Albany be accepted
for the site of
the town-house.
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it

to raise two-thirds of
any sum added to be collected
for educational purposes
by the town-meeting on the
real estate, and one-third of
such sum by a poll-tax.
Resolved, that the town clerk be instructed to for
ward the above resolution
to the Legislature duly
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1867 the following-named

persons were appointed

a

Wallace Lippincott, Charles

building
At the town-meeting
Wallace, and Clayton Conrow.
in 1868 the same persons were continued as the build
ing committee and authorized to contract with Joel
Grant, the lowest bidder, the town hall to be built by
committee, viz. :

Sept. 1, 1868, and to be thirty-three by forty-five feet,
with a fourteen-feet ceiling.
When the township of Cinnaminson was divided

in 1880, and the township of Delran formed, the
town hall became so located that it was inconvenient
for either township and was subsequently sold, and
the proceeds applied to other purposes.

Villages

and Hamlets.— Riverton is a beautiful
town on the left bank of the Delaware River, where
there is a convenient steamboat wharf and communi
cation several times a day with Philadelphia by water.

The town extends from the river to the station on
the Camden and Amboy Railroad, where there are
lumber- and coal-yards, stores, warehouses for agri
farmers'
cultural implements, fertilizers, and
sup
Popu
plies, express-, telegraph-, and post-offices.

lation, about seven hundred.

The streets are lined

with shade-trees. It has two schools,
two large boarding-houses, well filled
It being only thirty minutes'
season.
adelphia by rail, or forty-five minutes
special inducements for those desiring

three churches,
during summer
ride from

Phil

by water, offers
a pleasant res

idence out of the city. Many new houses are being
erected, and the town is improving rapidly. It was
first laid out in 1851 and 1852, on land purchased of

Joseph Lippincott, who obtained it of Caleb Atkin
son. The latter, when making affidavit of his previous

ownership, said to the writer these memorable words,
am between ninety -six and ninety-seven years of
age."

"I

Palmyra is a thriving town of six hundred inhab
itants; situated near the junction of the Pensaukin
and Delaware Rivers, pn both sides of the Camden
and Amboy Railroad, seven miles from the city, re
quiring less than thirty minutes to or from the foot
of Market Street, Philadelphia, twenty-four trains

passing daily. In 1850 and 1851, Joseph W. Souders,
having purchased about one hundred acres of Dil-

A wise provision has been incorporated in the
deeds prohibiting the manufacture or sale of spirit
uous, vinous, or fermented liquors, except for medi
cinal purposes, also restraining the erection of any
building nearer than thirty feet from the avenues,
thus securing from the front of every lot an open
view along the straight avenues, lined with shadetrees and sidewalks, of railroad, river, and far beyond
may be seen improvements in the neighboring State
There is a printing-office, postof Pennsylvania.
office, schools, churches, stores, and mechanics of
Soil a good loam, nearly
various kinds in operation.
garden- lots
;
level, well adapted for building and
depth
bountiful
furnish a
supply
wells of moderate
of pure soft water. It seldom happens that so many
advantages comprised in one location where taxes
are so low are to be had so convenient to the city on
such reasonable terms.
Parry is a village of about one hundred inhabit
ants, formerly called North Pennsville, situate on the
Pensaukin Creek, adjoining the Westfield and Cam
den turnpike road, six miles from the city, one from
railroad depot at Palmyra ; two good wharves on
tide-water

navigation

for steamers and other vessels

carrying one hundred tons burden ; schools, churches,
Tim
stores, mills, and mechanics of various kinds.
It is located on land that
othy Morton, postmaster.
belonged to John McMaster in 1813, and was sold to
Emanuel Beagary in 1815, then to Jedediah Strong
in 1838, by whom it was laid out in town lots in 1855,
and called North Pennsville, there being another
town by name of Pennsville adjoining same creek iu
Camden County.
A church, some dwelling-houses,
blacksmith- and wheelwright-shops were built thereon,

and in 1880 the balance of the property not disposed
of was sold to William Parry, who obtained for the
benefit of the neighborhood a post-office bearing his
name, and by which the town will hereafter be known.
There are several other villages near by, whose in
habitants are accommodated by the store, mechanics,
and post-office at Parry, such as Wrightsville and

Fork Landing, in Burlington County, and Pennsville
and Jordentown, in Camden County.

Wrightsville,

ceased,

a colored settlement, is near, with
of seventy-five inhabitants, having a
church of their own, but no separate school, no postoffice. The name was derived from Thomas Wright,
who formerly owned a part of the land, and sold the
first lots built upon in 1847.
Fork Landing is half a mile south of Parry, on
the same navigable stream.
Being near the head of
tide-water navigation makes it an important landing
for vessels carrying heavy burdens, such as coal, lum
ber, lime, manure, and fertilizers, which are largely

and avenues located at right angles thereto.

used by farmers and others.
Heulings'
Sons have here an extensive coal
I. W.
and lumber yard, steam saw- and planing-mills and
machine-shops for manufacturing
doors, sash, and
other building material, commenced by the senior I.

wortK Buckman and others adjoining and west of
the village of Palmyra, had it laid out into town lots,
locating the streets at right angles and parallel with
said railroad; and in 1849, Isaiah Toy had a resur
vey made of four hundred and thirty-One acres 'ad
joining Palmyra on the east, extending from the
beyond the railroad,
river Delaware southward
whicii in same year he sold and conveyed three
and fifty-two acres to Elias Morgan, de
and the same descended to his sons, John S.,
William F., Elias F., and Joseph Morgan, who made
further additions by laying out more land in town
lots east and south of said village of Palmyra.
Streets all laid out parallel with the said railroad,
hundred

a population

Cinnaminson

are nearer

Post-Office. —

"

:

1794 a proposition

located the Asbury Meth
on the same road. Here
Rev. Mr. Malsodist Church, built in 1877 or 1878.
present
pastor.
small store at
There
the
bury
no town or
There
this place kept by S. Kennedy.
post-office.
also the New Albany schoolThere

was made from the Preparative

Meeting of Chester to hold meetings for worship at
Friends' Lower School
-house, within the limits of said
meeting ; not only to accommodate divers members,
being somewhat remote from said Preparative Meet
ing, but those of other professions being contiguous
thereto; which being attended to with good degree
of solid weight, there appeared a general concurrence

with holding one at the place proposed next first day
at the eleventh hour." '

is

Meeting records

it

and the lawn.
is a small hamlet on the ex
treme northeast border of the township, and on the
Burlington and Camden turnpike, and was settled
about the same time that the pioneers located at
and
Westfield and Fairview, villages each side of

New Albany. — This

is

name of Westfield was taken from Friends'
meeting-house built in Thomas Lippincott's west
field in the year 1801, as appears from the following

The

and driveways through

is

or

Westfield,

inhabitants,

beautiful lawn, decorated with shade and ornamental
trees and shrubbery ; with a cemetery adjoining, sur
rounded with an evergreen hedge and gravel walks,

it,

den County, of one hundred
than to any other post-office.
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is
a

W. Heulings about the year 1835. Parry post-office
being located near the line of Camden County, some
villages and many farmers there patronize it. Penns
ville, where there is a hotel, store, church, and school,
and Jordentown, a colored settlement, both in Cam

TOWNSHIP.
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house and half a dozen dwellings.

Episcopal Church. — The
pioneer class was formed and the Methodist Society
at Palmyra organized in or about 1850 by Rev. C.
Fleming. Isaiah Toy and John Springer were among
The
the pioneer Methodists of this thriving town.
meeting-house was built in 1854, and at the dedica
tion the singing was furnished by a select choir from
Palmyra

Methodist

The meeting at Westfield was
continued from time to time,
under the care of the Monthly
Meeting, up to the year 1801,
when a meeting-house was erec
ted and the meeting established
with liberty to hold a Prepara
tive Meeting.

And about the year 1835,
when the post-office was estab
lished (there being an office by
the name of Westfield in the

eastern part of the State), Cin
was adopted as the
name of the post-office located
naminson

It
in the village of Westfield.
is a pleasant place of about one
hundred and fifty inhabitants,
one mile from railroad station
at Riverton.
Post-office, tele
friends meeting-house, westkield.
graph-office, store, mechanics of
(Rebuilt 1859.)
various kinds, and good farming
Toy and Springer were two of the
Mount Holly.
Samuel P. Leeds, postmaster and gen
land around.
eral store-keeper ; J. D. Janney, allopathic physician ; first trustees, also stewards.
A few years ago the church was remodeled, en
Jacob L. Harris, carriage-builder, and has a large,
The' present
stewards are
larged, and beautified.
convenient hall in the upper story for holding town
William S.
Edward
H.
Pancoast,
meetings.
John
Springer,
ship and other

J.

Howard Davis.

In 1859 the meeting-house above named was
accidentally burned, and on its site Friends subse
quently erected a convenient brick building of more
modern appearance. In 1840 they rebuilt a substantial
brick school-house with apartments for class-rooms,

Zelly, Atwood Grant, and

which is still well attended, and many students are

sand five hundred dollars.
The Sabbath-school connected with this church
The present superintend
was organized about 1855.

is

ent
E. H. Pancoast. Total scholars, seventy-five
average attendance, fifty.
is

ties of life.

the above stewards,JPancoast, Springer, Davis,
and Zelly are trustees, together with Thomas Wells
the pres
Rev. R. S. Harris
and Charles Wallace.
pastor.
three
thou
Value of church property,
ent

l

Evesham Monthly Meeeting Minutes.

;

to enter upon the important du
Both houses are inclosed in the same

there well qualified

Of
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" AsAsbury Methodist Episcopal Church.— The
bury"
built
in
was
and
is located at New Albany,
1877 or 1878, and cost three thousand

dollars.

The society at this place is not large, yet the organ
Rev. Mr.
ization is perfect, and doing a good work.
*

Malsbury is the present pastor.
Eiverton.1—
Calvary Presbyterian Church of
incorporated
Aug.
13, 1874, Lemuel
This church was
H. Davis, Joseph Campbell, William F. Dreer,
John Fraser, Charles W. Leavitt, and Louis Ourt
being chosen trustees. Under their care and man-

Louis Ourt for ruling elder. A Sabbath-school was
organized the 5th of November following, with Charles
Thereupon measures
W. Leavitt for superintendent.

were taken to secure a church building, and in June,
1878, a sufficient amount having been subscribed to
warrant the work, a contract was let to Mr. James
Wilson, of Burlington. The site chosen was a beau

tiful lot on the corner of Lippincott Avenue and
Fourth Street. The plans and specifications were
furnished by Mr. John Fraser, the style of archi
tecture Gothic. The building was to be capable of

'&1-3

calvary tresbyterian
Presbyterian
in
worship was maintained
public school-house on Sabbath evening, the
Rev. M. L. Hofford and others officiating.
In the
early spring of 1877 the Rev. J. R. Sanson, through
the earnest invitations of the synodical mission
ary, Rev. Allen H. Brown, and the Presbyterial
Committee of the Monmouth Presbytery, took charge
of the work, preaching also to the little churches of
Delanco and Fairview. Under his labors a church
of twelve members was organized Oct. 11, 1877, with
agement

the

1 By Rev.

J.

R. Sanson.

church.

seating three hundred and sixty persons, to have a
spire, chancel recess, and infant-room.
The corner
stone was laid with appropriate
services Aug. 1,
George Swain,
1878 ; Rev.
D.D., of AUentown,

N.

J.,

The dedication took
A. A. Willetts, D.D., preach
ing the sermon, Rev. Allen H. Brown offering the
prayer, and Lemuel H. Davis, president of the board
of trustees, making the financial statement.
In that statement he said, " Embracing in one sum
as nearly as may be, the cost of the lot and building
is about eight thousand dollars, the bulk of which
place

delivering

July

the address.

2, 1879, Rev.

CINNAMINSON
is paid, while the funds in the treasury will almost
extinguish
the remaining
indebtedness under the
contract."
This, however, did not provide for some
"extras" nor
furniture, and one thousand dollars
were needed to meet these expenses. This amount
was advanced by three gentlemen in the congrega

tion, who, that the property might be free from all
incumbrance, signed releases, thus leaving their loans
to the church simply as debts of honor. Immediately
after the dedication the congregation began holding
two services on the Sabbath and the Sabbath-school.
Since then the work has moved slowly on, meeting
overcoming many and trying obstacles, both
from within and from without.
The changeable
character of the population
has interfered greatly
with the growth of the church.
The present mem

and

bership is only twenty, several having removed to
other places. The Sabbath -school is more flourish
ing, having over seventy names on the roll, with an
average attendance of about fifty.
An interesting
feature of the school is the infant class, taught by

J.

R. Sanson, numbering at present thirty-eight
This class is really the corner-stone of the
church, and from it other classes are formed as the
children complete and recite entire the " Catechism
for Young Children." This is the condition for grad

Mrs.

scholars.

uation from the infant-room, and upon meeting this
condition each child is provided with a Bible and
promoted to the large room. Several have completed
the required course and been promoted, and they
form the most regular and enthusiastic classes in the
In February, 1881, a missionary society was
organized, with Miss Mary L. Bartlett for president.

school.

Thirty dollars were raised the first year, and appro
priated to the support of a scholar in the Kolapoor
Mission School, India. The society numbers at pres
ent 53 members, with an assured income of $3.50
per month.
During the past year about $875 have
by the church and Sabbath-school
objects, and the present outlook is quite
An effort is now-being made to pay off
debt" of $1000, a good part of which
the "honor
has already been subscribed ; and when the whole
amount has been secured the church is to receive a
been contributed

to different
promising.

TOWNSHIP.
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Seckel had organized a Sunday-school.

It was

at the

instance of this family, seconded by their friends, that
the beginnings of Christ Church took place in the

of a house loaned for that purpose by Mr.
Daniel L. Miller. Missionary services, under the en
couragement of the then bishop, Rt. Rev. George W.
Doane, D.D. LL.D., were commenced in the spring
of 1856, and regularly continued, being held wherever
a place could be found, and sometimes, as David
The neighbor
offered sacrifice, on a threshing-floor.
ing Episcopal clergy and clerical visitors lent their
aid. The Rev. Messrs. D. C. Millett, Marcus F.
Hyde, and H. Hastings Weld served in their turns.
In 1857 and the year following, Rev. Mr. Hyde offici

parlors

ated every Sunday morning, and Rev. Mr. Weld once
a month in the evening.
The enterprise was viewed
with favor by residents of whatever creed, and this
spirit of encouragement has never ceased.
Of the
women especially it may be said, in the words of the
Apostle St. Paul, they have "given us much labor;"
and the men have not been unmindful of the injunc
tion of the same apostle: "Help those women."
Those who have much have given plenteously,
those who have less have given diligently.
On June 9, 1859, after three years of struggling

and
and

on the part of all concerned, the corner
stone of the church — a small wooden building — was
laid by Rev. Mr. Weld, assisted by the Rev. Messrs.

self-denial

F. Hyde and E. A. Hoffman. In the spring of
the next year, 1860, the parish was organized under
its charter by the election of Messrs. John Seckel and
Marcus

James B. Chandler, wardens, and Messrs. John Frazer, Watson De Puy, William P. Ellison, William
Lomax, and Charles P. Miller, vestrymen. On June
9th the church was consecrated by Rt. Rev. W. H.
Odenheimer, D.D., assisted in the service by the Rev.
Messrs. Hyde and Weld. The original site of the
church was at the corner of Main Street and Railroad

Avenue.

For two years the services were still conducted as
before the erection of the church.
In the autumn of
1862, Rev. Levi Johnstone was appointed resident
missionary.

In

November, 1863, Rev. Mr. Johnstone
H. Palethorpe Hay, D.D.,

was succeeded by the Rev.

beautiful

elected by the vestry as rector.
In 1866, Rev. Dr.
Hay was succeeded by Rev. R. T. Roach. In 1869,
Rev. H. Hastings Weld was elected to the rectorship,

time now to this one field.
The following gentlemen form the present board of

and entered on his duties in January, 1870.
Follow
ing upon the completion of the church had been the
erection of a handsome stone building as a rectory

bell from Mr. L. H. Davis, as a memorial of
The Rev. J. R. Sanson con
his deceased children.
tinues to act as pastor of the church, giving his whole

Lemuel H. Davis, president; Charles W.
Leavitt, secretary and treasurer; David Lothrop,
Louis Ourt, Edward Lippincott, James Hemphill, and

trustees:

John

Wallace.

Church, Riverton.1— The first Episcopal
service was held in the village of Riverton on the
evening of the fourth Sunday in Advent, Dec. 23,
Previously to that time the family of Mr. John
1855.
Christ

l By Rov. II. Hastings Weld.

on Main near Fourth Street.

In 1871 the church building was removed from its
original site to a lot contiguous to the rectory, en
larged and improved.
The property now comprises
ample grounds, bounded by Main, Howard, and
Fourth Streets. In the fall of 1875 a Sunday-school
building, a model of utility and good taste, was erected
and presented to the church by one of its officers. To
recount the liberal donations which have been made
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by friends of the parish within and without would
demand too much space, and would interfere, more
over, with the self-denying purpose of donors who
have made their offerings not for the praise of men,
but for the defense of the gospel, and for the increase
of true religion.
It may be noted, however, that the
grounds on which the buildings stand, the chancel
furniture and baptismal font, the organ and lamps,
and the features of the edifice and grounds which add
elegance to utility are all gifts, either of individuals
at their separate cost, or of friends whose zeal and
labor enlisted participation in good works.

The list of the rector, wardens, and vestrymen as
now constituted (1882) is as follows: Rector, H.
Hastings Weld, S.T.D.; Wardens, William P. El
lison and Thomas Roberts; Secretary of 'the Vestry,
John Fraser ;¦ Vestrymen, Stephen Flanagan, Lloyd

J.

W. Bickley, A. A. Clay, D. Leeds Miller, F.
Bart
Of
lett, J. W. S. Earnshaw, and Alfred Earnshaw.
these officers two have been connected with the parish
from the beginning.
The condition of the church
warrants the erection of a new, more substantial, and
larger building. The need of such a structure is evi
edify"
dent, and measures are in progress to "
the
church in a material sense, that in a spiritual
be built up and enlarged.

it

may

Orthodox Friends' Meeting, Westfield.— Since
a portion of the Westfield Meeting, commonly
denominated Orthodox Friends, left the regular meet
ing at Westfield, and held meetings first in a schoolhouse on Marmaduke Lippincott's farm, and subse
quently in a frame meeting-house built in 1848, size
thirty-eight by forty-four feet. This meeting-house
is located in the village of Pomona, half a mile from
1827

Westfield.

Among the original members were the Warrington,
Lippincott, Leeds, Stokes, and other prominent fami
lies. The minister at first was Lydia Lippincott, and
This is a Preparative
subsequently Samuel Leeds.
Meeting, and a branch of the Chester (Moorestown)
Monthly Meeting, and numbers about forty mem
bers.

Schools.— Westfield School.— Westfield School,
township, Burlington County, was

in Cinnaminson

established about the beginning of the present cen
tury by members of the Society of Friends, who have
always felt a deep interest in the proper education of
youth, and soon after the organization of their meet
ings for religious worship established schools not only
for their own members, but for other children in the
neighborhood, where all might attend without regard
to rank, sect, color, or nationality ; and for those
not able to pay the small sum then required to com
pensate the teachers provision was made, so that none
should be deprived of an opportunity for attending
school on account of their humble condition in life.
By reference to the minutes of a Monthly Meeting
of the religious Society of Friends, held at Evesham,

in the county of Burlington, New Jersey, the 10th of

12th mo., 1790, it appears that a committee for con
sidering and promoting the raising of funds for schools,
also a uniform plan for the settlement of schools in
proper places, produced a report thereon, which being
twice read and considered was approved and recom
mended to the observance and practice of the several
Preparative Meetings ; and the clerk was directed to

furnish them with copies thereof, from which the
following extracts will give some idea of the interest
manifested by the Friends at that time:
" We the committeeappointed to consider of a plan for a uniformity in
the right settlementof schoolsin proper places,and raising fundsthere
for, do report that we have all met, maturely deliberatedon the subject,
and are generally of the mind that it may be best—
"First. — That the monthly meetingshould have a standing committee
under that concern, which should be renewed annually, who should
visit the Bchoolsapprobated and establishedby the respective prepara
tive meetings and adviseand assistin establishing them in proper places
when called upon,and make clear report to the monthly meeting annu
ally of the general stateof schools; each of which schools should by a
minute of the preparativemee'tinghave a competent number of Friends
appointed as Trustees, and a Treasurer, to whom by his proper name or
name of office,donations may be madeby last will or otherwise, for the
benefitof said school, and the same6hall beaccountedfor byhim to the
Trustees; he shall keep fair accounts and a note of the terms of such
donations if particular, in order that they may be applied accordingly,
and shall pay no money out of the stock without the approbation of the
Trustees,aud it is agreedthat the Trusteesfor the time being shall have
the care of the said school, keep the buildings which are or may be pro
vided for schoolsor residencesof the teachersin good repair, make pro
vision for the comfortable support of said teacher,order the necessary
expenditureswhen they have cashin hand for thesepurposes,and if diffi
culties occurrespectingthe raising of more when wanted orin anyother
matter, they are to lay the samebefore the monthly meeting and receive
advice thereon; they are to employ teachers,aud for sufficient cause
dismiss them; admit scholars and discharge thosewho may misbehave,
and make such rules for theseand other purposes tending to the good
governmentof the Bchool as they may judge necessary,provided the
samebe not repugnant to this fundamental plan or the minutes of our
yearly meeting. They are to visit the schools monthly at the usual
school hour, examine the progress madeby the scholars in tlieir learn
ing, and see that good order and decorum are preserved; they are to
keep regular minutes of their proceedings,to lay before the preparative
meeting annually for their sensethereon, when a fresh appointment of
Trusteesand Treasurer is always to be made for the ensuing year.
"Secondly—That a subscription sliould be opened
in the preparative
meeting for each of those schoolsin the terms or in substanceas follovB,
viz.: 'We the subscribers in religious membership with tiie people
called Quakers,do severally for ourselves and our heirs promise to pay
on demandand in hard cashas it now passescurrent unto the Treasurer
of Friends School, instituted by a minute of the preparative meeting of
said peoplein New Jersey, and to continue under tlieir care and always
be accountablethereto, the sum of money written against and with our
names,witli interest therefor at the rate of six pounds for the hundred
by the year; tho principal sum to be and remain a durable fund under
the direction of the Trustees of said school now or hereafter to bo ap
pointed by the said preparative meeting and by them, when paid in to
be laid out or lent on interest, in such niannor as they shall judge will
best securean interest or annuity, which is to be applied to the educa
tion of such children as now do or hereafter shall belong to the said
meetingor within tho compassof said school, whose parents are or shall
be in low circumstances,and to the educationof such black children, as
shall by said Trustees be thought to have a claim to this benefit. And
in casethe whole shall not be wanted for this purpose,then the interest
of the said monies,so unexpended may bo applied to tho schooling of
other poor children. And it is agreed that the sum subscribedshall not
be called for from the subscribers,whilst interest is duly paid; but may
pleases.'"
be paid when he or she

Then follows the form of subscription, which it was
earnestly advised should be freely entered into by the
members generally within the limits of the said school,
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and by other Friends who are free thereto, according
" Thus and by do
to their respective circumstances.
nations from benevolent persons in their last wills our
funds may in time become sufficient to induce well-qual. ified teachers to undertake the trust of educating our
youth, and give all necessary instructions to the chil
dren of Friends in low circumstances
people."

and of Black

•

" Thirdly — And it is advisedthat Friends of ability may be liberal in
their subscriptions, not only to the preparative schools within whoso
limits they reside but to such others within tlieir monthly meeting
where friends may not be-ofability to raise the necessaryfunds for sup
porting and advancing this good work."

In

1794 appears the subscription for the support of
Westfield School, as follows: "Abraham Warringtoti
Dr. to 12 pounds on interest at 6 per cent. Next year
a credit for one year's interest

paid thereon 14 shill
ings 5 pence."
Subsequently a credit for the princi
pal sum subscribed with interest in full, and so with a
long list of subscribers, all members of the Society of

Friends.

At a Preparative Meeting, held at Westfield, 3d day
9th mo., 1801, it appearing necessary that said schoolhouse and school at Westfield (formerly called Lower
Chester), wholly belonging to Friends, should be
under the care of a standing committee, the follow
ing-named Friends — Abraham Warrington, William
Evans, Henry Warrington, William Burrough, and
Joseph Stokes — were appointed to that service by the
name of trustees to said school, and Joseph Matlack
was appointed treasurer thereto, to whom by his proper
name or name of office donations may be made by
last will or otherwise for the benefit of said schooj.

From such a beginning Westfield School, under the
care of Friends, being visited monthly by a commit
tee appointed annually for that purpose, has grown
in usefulness, dispensing its benefits to the surround
ing neighborhood, not only among Friends but others ;
were able paying a moderate price for
schooling their children, others who were not able
being assisted from the Preparative Meeting fund. A
large number of the most substantial business men
in the neighborhood have been educated there, and
those who

many have removed to engage in teaching and
other professions elsewhere. Although said school is
still iu successful operation, the number of scholars
has very much decreased since the organization

of public free schools by the State, and people who
pay but little themselves are permitted at townmeetings to vote away the money of others to build
fine and costly school-houses.
What effect on public
morals such an example before the youth will have
time must determine, but it is earnestly to be hoped
that by the next centennial the advancement made
in honest integrity, sincere and pure intentions for
promoting the public good will fully equal that in the
arts and sciences in the physical world.

Westfield District,

ceived from

No.

24. — Total amount re

all sources for the year

1880, $575.08.
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$4000.
Total number of
children between five and eighteen years of age, 172.
Months'
school, 10 ; number registered, 107 ; average
attendance, 49; capacity of school-house, 120; female
teachers, 2 ; salary for month, each $32.50.

Value of school property,

New Albany District, No. 21. — Total amount
received from all sources, $345.05; value of school
property, $1800 ; total children between five and eigh
months'
teen years of age, 107 ;
school, 8 ; number of
scholars registered, 66 ; average attendance, 35 ; ca
pacity of school-house, 60 ; male teachers, 1 ; salary,
$40 per month.

Riverton District,

No.

22. — Total amount

re

ceived from all sources, $1453.30; value of school
property, $3000; number of children between five
months'
and eighteen years of age, 149;
school, 10;
number of scholars registered, 60; average attend
ance, 29; capacity of school-house, 80; male teachers,
1 ; monthly

salary, $40.

Cinnaminson District, No. 23. — Total amount
received from all sources, $1141.25; value of school
property, $3000; number of scholars between five and
eighteen years of age, 170 ; months' school, 10 ; num
ber of scholars registered, 139 ; average attendance,
77; capacity of school-house, 150; female teachers
employed, 2; monthly salary, $35 each.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
HOX. WILLIAM

Hon. William Parry,

PARRY.

o*f Cinnaminson,

N.

J.,

civil

engineer, surveyor, conveyancer, master in the Court
of Chancery, and judge of the Court of Common
Pleas for Burlington County, was born Oct. 9, 1817,
near Moorestown, in that couuty, and is a son of John

R. Parry and Letitia P., his wife, both of whom were
natives of Pennsylvania, but removed to New Jersey
in 1816, and settled on the farm where their son now
resides. John R. Parry was born Oct. 30, 1783, mar
ried Letitia P. Smith, daughter of Thomas Smith, had
five children, and died Feb. 8, 1845.
John R. Parry
was son of

John Parry

(2d), who was born Dec. 13,

Elizabeth Roberts, and had two sons ;
John Parry (2d) was son of John Parry (1st), who was
1754, married

born July 28, 1721, married Margaret Tyson, and had
seven children; John Parry (1st) was son of Thomas
Parry, gentleman, who was born about the year a.d.

North Wales, where the
1680, in Caernarvonshire,
family had been seated for many generations, came
to America near the close of the seventeenth century,
married, in 1715, Jane Morris, and was the founder
He settled in
of the Parry family in Pennsylvania.
what is now Montgomery County, Pa., and had ten
children, all born between 1716 and 1739.

William Parry's preliminary education was obtained
Friends' school in the neighborhood, and he

at the

subsequently attended the academy of Benjamin

Hal-
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lowell, also a Friend, at Alexandria, Va., where he
In the following year he com
remained until 1837.
menced the nursery business on the homestead farm,

which he has ever since continued to cultivate, and
which is generally known throughout the country by
the name of Pomona Nursery, and is the most exten
sive establishment of the kind in the State, compris
ing over three hundred acres in cultivation, about one
hundred of which are usually devoted to growing
small fruits.
His residence stands among the stately
old trees which he planted in his younger days, and
have since been
many of more recent introduction
added, making an avenue of near half a mile in
length, bordered at a distance of several rods on each
side with broad belts planted with a general collec
tion of hardy ornamental trees and evergreens. The
various nursery fields are separated merely by drive
ways or trees, and the proprietor is dispensing with
fences where not needed to inclose his own stock,
as well as more

finding this plan more convenient,

economical and pleasing to the eye. Every new fruit
which comes before the public is thoroughly tested on
these grounds, and in sufficient quantities to give a
thorough trial of its merits previous to being dissem
inated.
Many fruit farms in the United States have
been supplied with trees and plants sent from here,
and the annual yield of their rich products is a con

tinual reminder to their owners of Pomona Nursery,
from whence the stock was obtained.
From 1850 to 1870 he was a practical civil engineer,
surveyor, and conveyancer, and during that period
he located and superintended the construction or im
provement of over thirty different turnpike roads, and
whilst engaged in surveying several large tracts of land

in the interior of the State, one of which contained
forty thousand and another fifty thousand acres, which
without convenient means of reaching market was of
but little value, he became fully impressed with the
importance of railroads in this State, which contained
two million acres of unimproved land, and by writing
and speaking in their favor and against the policy of
maintaining the exclusive privileges of the joint com
panies, which prohibited the construction and use of
any railroad in this State without their consent, or to
compete with them in business, he contributed largely
to effect a change in public sentiment. He was elected
in 1854, and re-elected
a member of the Legislature
the two following years, and during the time he was
in that body served on many important committees,
and was Speaker of the House of Assembly during
He took an active part in the
the session of 1855.
railroad war against the monopoly and in favor of
granting railroads wherever needed to develop the
resources of the State and bring thousands of acres
of land naturally fertile though uncultivated within

The whole subject of exclusive
reach of markets.
or monopoly privileges in railroading was so thor
oughly agitated and discussed that a law was passed
fixing the time when the exclusive or monopoly priv

ileges of the joint companies should cease, determine,
and end,— "That after the first day of January, 1869,
it should be lawful without the consent of the Dela
ware and Raritan Canal and Camden and Amboy
Railroad and Transportation Companies (called the

joint companies) to construct any railroad or rail
roads in this State, or to compete in business with
companies."
'From that
the railroads of said joint
time all legal restraints against building railroads
in New Jersey have been removed, and in 1873 a
general railroad law was passed, and the people left
at liberty and encouraged to build railroads wherever
the public good required.
Being a member of the Whig party whilst in ex
istence, he was chosen president of the first Republi

which assembled in the State. It
was held in Newark, April, 1856, to organize the Re
publican party, at which convention resolutions were
passed taking strong grounds against the repeal of
the Missouri Compromise, and to resist the aggres
can Convention

sive spirit of slavery, and to accept the issue thus
forced upon the free States, regarding the momentous
issues at the then approaching election to be whether

slavery or freedom should be national, and in favor
of admitting Kansas as a free State. He is identified
with the interests of the county and State, and is
foremost in all matters that pertain to the welfare of
the public.
He contributed more largely than any
other person towards erecting and maintaining the

public free school in the district, where more than
one hundred scholars are regularly taught free of
charge.

He now holds many Jionorable positions in the
He was the international judge from New
Jersey in the department of pomology at the late
Centennial Exposition held in Philadelphia.
He is
a member of the New Jersey State Board of Agricul
State.

ture; is one of the managers of the New Jersey
State Geological Survey ; is president of the West
Surveyors'
Jersey
Association ; is president of the
State Board of Visitors to Rutgers Scientific College
for the benefit of agriculture and mechanic arts ; is
president of the Westfield and Camden Turnpike
is president of Rake Pond Cranberry
Company;
Company ; is vice-president of the American Pomological Society ; is a member of the Horticultural
Societies of both New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and
an honorary member of the Pennsylvania Historical
Society; and at the present time is judge of the

Court of Common Pleas and master in the Court of
Chancery.
He is highly respected and esteemed by
the community where he resides, and in fact by all
those who have the pleasure

of his acquaintance.
Alice, daughter of
Charles Stokes, of Rancocas, N. J. She has been a
constant and faithful helpmate through all the vicis
situdes of life, wise in counsel, mild and exemplary
in deportment, performing household duties in a
Christian spirit, ever mindful of their dependence on
March

23,

1843,

he

married
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Infinite Wisdom, whom she believed would at all
times rightly direct those who obey divine admoni
tions.
To her he thinks he is mainly indebted for
whatever good he has accomplished
tained.
They had seven children,

or happiness at
as follows, viz.:

Charles, married Anna Sill ; Hannah, died at the age
of fourteen ; John R. ; William, married Catharine
Haslam ; Oliver, married Lydia Satterthwaite ; How
ard ; and Tacie, who married William M. Paul.

THE LIPPINCOTT FAMILY.
William and Israel Lippincott were two brothers,
who lived on adjoining farms in the township of Cin
naminson, county of Burlington, N. J., and departed
this life near the same time. William died the 7th
day of May, a.d. 1877, in his eighty-first year, and
Israel two days later, in his seventy-seventh year.
They resided on a part of the same premises, which
had been in the family for several generations, being
part of the one thousand and thirty-four acre tract
which Thomas Stevenson, by indenture bearing date
the 23d day of August, a.d. 171 1, conveyed to tlieir
great-great-grandfather, Thomas LiRjmicott, in whose
west field the Friends' meeting-house was built, which
gave the name to the village adjoining.
They were
both exemplary, useful men, patterns of industry and
economy, strong in body and mind, kind-hearted and
generous, always ready to lend a helping hand where
assistance was needed, strictly honest and just in all
their dealings, and could not be diverted from what
they conscientiously believed to be a duty.
They
were public-spirited
men, foremost in advancing^all
improvements calculated to promote the general good,
enterprising yet cautious, prudent and successful in
business. Their preliminary education was obtained
at Westfield School, under the care of Friends.

William and Israel Lippincott trace their genealogy
from Richard and Abigail Lippincott, who lived at
Stone House, near Plymouth, Devonshire, England,
where the family had been seated for many centuries.
In the time of King Henry III., a.d. 1243, they
lived in the manor and parish of Luffencott, at the
western extremity of the county of Devonshire.
About the year a.d. 1440, John Lippincott, one of the
family, married Jane, daughter and co-heir of John
Wryberry, which brought the estate of Wyberrys into
the Lippincott family, and it continued their property
until about the year A.D. 1775, when Henry Lippin
cott sold it to Charles Cartcliff.
Richard Lippincott and Abigail, his wife, removed
from England to Boston, Mass., in 1639, and returned
to England in 1652, and again migrated to America
and settled at Shrewsbury, N. J., in 1670.
Richard Lippincott became a member of the first
English colony in New Jersey, in which he was the
largest shareholder.

The children of Richard and Abigail Lippincott

TOWNSHIP.
were Remembrance,
John, Restore,
crease, Jacob, and Preserved.
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Freedom,

In

Freedom Lippincott, the fourth son of Richard
and Abigail, was born at Stone House, Devonshire,
England, in 1655. He married Mary Curtis, at Bur

lington, N. J., the 14th of 8th mo., 1680. They lived
at the crossing on Rancocas River, where the ferry
used to be before the erection of the old toll-bridge,
where Bridgeborough
now stands. He was a large

landholder, and took up many tracts of land between
the Rancocas River and the Pensaukin.
The chil
dren of Freedom and Mary Lippincott were Samuel,
Thomas, Judith, Mary, and Freedom.
Thomas Lippincott, the second son of Freedom
and Mary, was born in 1686, and married, in. 1711,
Mary Haines, daughter of John, the eldest of the
name that settled near Medford, and died in 1757.
He built a part of what is now the residence of Sam
uel L. Allen, near Westfield, N. J. The children of
Thomas and Mary Lippincott were Nathaniel, Isaac,
Thomas, Abigail, and Esther.

Isaac Lippincott, the second son of Thomas and
Mary, married, in 1739, Hannah Engle, daughter of
John and Mary Engle. They settled on the Lippin
cott tract of one thousand and thirty-four acres, lying
about Westfield, Burlington Co., N. J. The children
of Isaac and Hannah Lippincott were Thomas, Isaac,
Samuel, Mary, and Hannah.
Thomas Lippincott, the eldest son of Isaac and
Hannah, married Elizabeth Haines, daughter of Na
thaniel and Mary, of Rancocas, N. J. The children
of Thomas and Elizabeth Lippincott were William,
Thomas, and Mary.

William Lippincott, the eldest son of Thomas and
Elizabeth, married Ann Rogers.
The children of
William and Ann Lippincott were Amasa, William,
Israel, Martha, Thomas, Ann R., Benjamin, Clayton,
and Elizabeth.
William Lippincott, the second son of William
and Ann Lippincott, married Catharine Rudderow,
and had children, — Elizabeth, Rachel, Sarah Ann,
Elwood, and Catharine.
Israel Lippincott, the third son of William and
Ann Lippincott, married, first, Maria Wallace, daugh
ter of Thomas and Ann Wallace; second, married
Atlantic Warrington.
The children of Israel and
Maria Lippincott were Wallace, Anna Maria, Wil
liam R., Benjamin, and Martha.
William and Israel Lippincott were useful and
enterprising citizens, and contributed liberally to
wards all improvements, such as schools, library,
churches, turnpike and other roads.
They were
highly esteemed and respected by all who knew them ;
were modest and unassuming in manners, kind neigh
bors, active, industrious, and eminently business men
who took a deep interest in whatever affected the wel
fare of the neighborhood.
They were gentlemen ot

sterling worth, upright in all the relations of life,
and having discharged all their duties with marked
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ability and unimpeached integrity, they have ceased
from labor, and gone to enjoy the reward of a useful
In reflecting
and well-spent life, at a ripe old age.
on the usefulness and example of our departed friends,
on their labors and contributions to the cause of agri
culture and rural pursuits, their honorable life and
peaceful death, we shall ever retain a high apprecia

We cheerfully accord to their
memory our gratitude for their valuable services, and
enroll their names among the benefactors of man

tion of their worth.

kind.
Hon. Wallace and William R. Lippincott, two
brothers, sons of Israel Lippincott, mentioned in the
foregoing sketch, were born and raised upon the same
farm near Westfield, which descended to their father,
as stated above, and now owned and occupied by
AVilliam
parental

R. Lippincott.
example

the

They were early taught by
principles of industry and

economy, which has been a leading feature in their
successful career as practical business men.

Lippincott was born March 15, 1826.
Wallace
William R. Lippincott was born April 1, 1830. Their
Lippincott, was daughter
mother, Maria Wallace
of Thomas and Ann Wallace, who were among the
early settlers near Pensaukin Creek, in the same
township of Cinnaminson.
The preliminary education of Israel Lippincott's
Friends' School
was mainly obtained at the
pursued
an academical
at Westfield, after which they
course under the care of Friends in Pennsylvania,
he being a strong advocate for maintaining good
children

schools at home, so that all might freely partake of
learning to fit them for business-, and still be under
the care of their parents during their younger years.
and William R. were both successful
Wallace
farmers and fruit-growers, giving employment
to
many laborers, though frequently called from the field

to fill important public positions in township, county,
and State.
Wallace, now living at Bridgeborough, on the Ran
cocas River, is an extensive dealer in coal, lumber,
and general merchandise where the ferry used to be

when his ancestor, Freedom Lippincott, lived there.
creditably filled many offices in the
township, he was repeatedly elected chosen freeholder

After having

in the county board, and during the trying times of
the late war he rendered efficient aid in procuring
volunteers _ for the service, and thus relieving the
young men of our district from the terrible operation
of the draft. He was elected three successive years
to represent his district in the Legislature, where he
was an active and influential member, and served
with ability on many important committees. He was
twice elected collector of the county, and satisfac
torily filled for six years that important and respon

He occupied high positions in several
sible station.
charitable institutions, was a member among the Free
masons, and Grand Master in the order of OddFellows.

Mar
He married Rebecca Martin, daughter of
tin. She has been a constant helpmate to him, wise in
counsel, prudent in all things, attending to household
duties while he was employed either in public or pri
vate affairs.

William R. Lippincott has followed very nearly in
the same course of usefulness marked out by his older
brother (mentioned in the foregoing sketch). Having
always lived upon the homestead farm, which de
scended to him through several generations of his
family, he has proven his good husbandry by the im
proved condition of the buildings and fences, and
high state of cultivation to which the land has been
brought under his judicious management, yielding
better and more abundant crops now than when it
While his attention
first came into his possession.
has been mainly devoted to the pursuits of agricul
ture, he has not omitted, what is the duty of every
good citizen, though too often neglected, to take an
interest in and look after government affairs, and help
to elect good officers to manage public business. For
many years he creditably served in most of the town
ship offices, being director and trustee of Westfield
public school many years, and three successive years
was elected to the county board of freeholders, and
represented his district in the Legislature, where he
was an active and useful member, serving on several
important commitees, his judgment and opinions
having great weight and influence.
December, 1859, he married Anna M. Ballenger,
daughter of Richard and Mary A. Ballenger, of Lum

J.

berton, N.
She has been a valuable helpmate
through all the vicissitudes of life, mild and exemplary
in deportment, performing household duties in a
Christian spirit.

They have four children, as follows, viz. : Mariana,
Benjamin (now pursuing a scientific course of litera
ture in Rutgers College, N. J.), Howard (who has
graduated at Friends' Central School in Philadelphia),
and William D. (who now is attending Friends' school,
Westfield).

DARLING AND CLAYTON CONROW.
Darling Conrow was among the early settlers of
Chester township, afterwards Cinnaminson, now Delran, Burlington Co., N. J. He married, about
1740,
Deliverance Stokes, a member of another old family
of that vicinity, who bore him children, of whom one
son, Darling, succeeded to the homestead by inheri

tance, was born about 1742, and married Sarah Elkin
ton about 1765.
Their children were Lydia (wife of

Joseph Engle), Beulah (wife of Joseph
Lippincott),
Elizabeth (Wife of Ambrose Barber), and
Darling
Conrow.
The latter, being the third of the name, suc

ceeded

to the homestead estate.
married Esther Hunt

27, 1783,

He was born May

April

25, 1805, who
bore him children,— Surah E. (born
March 6,1806
wife of Thomas Wright) and Nathan Hunt
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DELRAN TOWNSHIP.
The mother died in 1808, having been born Jan. 30,
1783.
The father married again, Oct. 4, 1810, Eliza
beth, daughter of Joseph Brown, who was born June
The children of this union
1, 1788, and died in 1825.
were Susanna R. (died at the age of seventeen), Phebe
Ann, Esther (born April 26, 1816, wife of Biddle
Hancock, died in 1862), Lydia E. (born Sept. 14,
1818, wife of Aaron Lippincott, died April 9, 1852),
Darling, Joseph B. (born April 24, 1823, a lumber
merchant in Philadelphia, died in Wilmington, Del.),
Elizabeth B. (died young), and Thornton (born Oct.
17, 1827, a wholesale grocer in Philadelphia, died
March 15, 1882).
The father died Feb. 3, 1845, and his son Darling,
born March 1, 1821, succeeded to the home property.
His first wife, Harriet Gillingham, of Bucks County,
Pa., whom he married Feb. 8, 1844, bore him children,
— Franklin G., Ridgeway, and Henry L. Conrow.
By a second marriage to Mary Engle, Dec. 18, 1856,
he has had the following children : Abram E., Eliza
beth B., Harriet G., Sarah E., and Thornton D. Con
row, of whom only two survive, viz., Abram E. and
Sarah E.
The Conrows (formerly spelled Conarroe) have been
agriculturists through the several generations, men of
sterling integrity, and members of the Society of
Friends.
As a family the male members have been
physically strong, robust, and of large stature. The
first Darling Conrow was a man of more than ordinary
usefulness as a citizen, a justice of the peace, and as
sociate judge of the county.
Darling Conrow, sub
ject of this sketch, and fourth in line of descent from
the first settler, is a representative citizen, officially
identified with his township as committeeman, and
has been a candidate for the State Legislature, but
owing to his party being in the minority he was de

His residence was built by the first Darling
Conrow in 1751, and has been successively occupied
by four generations since, a period of one hundred and
thirty-one years.
feated.

Nathan Hunt Conrow, eldest and only son of Dar
ling and Esther (Hunt) Conrow, was born on the old
homestead, Feb. 6, 1808. He had limited opportunities
for any education from books, but in boyhood learned
the important lessons of economy and self-reliance.
He learned the brick-mason's trade during his mi
nority with Enoch Middleton, of Philadelphia, and
for three years was a contractor and builder in that
In 1832
city, in partnership with Barclay Haines.
he returned home and followed his trade until Feb.
Elizabeth, daughter of
13, 1834, when he married
William and Ann (Rogers) Lippincott, of Cinnamin
Their children are
son. She was born April 6, 1812.
Hannah Ann, died at the age of seventeen, in 1851 ;
Clayton ; William, died in 1881, February 22d, aged
forty-two years, was a lawyer, land agent, and at the
time of his death editor of the Norton News, Illinois ;

John, died, aged fourteen, in 1852; and George Nathan,
who was graduated at Earlham College, Indiana, in
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1866, read law with Earle & White, of Philadelphia,
and with Judge Carpenter, of Camden, N. J., was ad

mitted as attorney and counselor, made a master in
chancery, and practiced in Camden until his death,
Nov. 10, 1877, at the age of thirty-one years, leaving
a widow and two children.
His wife was Amy,
daughter of Samuel L. Roberts, of Mount Laurel.
For one year after his marriage Mr. Conrow was on a
farm in Evesham.

In

1835

he purchased

a farm in

Cinnaminson township, where he resided until 1860,
gave possession of it to his son, Clayton Conrow, and
settled in Moorestown, where he has since resided
retired.

Mr. Conrow has been an industrious, thor

oughgoing farmer.
' Clayton
Conrow

was born March 2, 1837, on the

farm where he now resides, to whicii he succeeded
upon his father's retirement from business.
He ob

Friends'

tained his education in the Westfield
School
and at the private schools of William A. Garrigues
and Samuel Smith, and for one term was a teacher.
He was one of the three trustees who built the New

Albany public school building, and has been a mem
ber of the board of trustees of the Friends' school at
Westfield for upwards of twenty years. He is a di

rector and treasurer of the Westfield and Camden
Turnpike Company, a director of the Moorestown
Agricultural and Industrial Society, of which he is

Mr. Conrow is also a
the present acting president.
director of the Cinnaminson Building and Loan As
sociation, and officially identified with the local affairs
of his township.
He married March 22, 1860, Mary

S., daughter of Isaac and Sarah Collins.
Isaac Collins is a representative farmer, and one of
the pioneers in the culture of strawberries.
Their
children are Hannah A., Edgar, Nathan H., Sarah
M., Rowland, Herman, and Wilton. Both Mr. and
Mrs. Conrow are members of the Society of Friends.

CHAPTER XXVI.
DELRAN TOWNSHIP.'
Geographical
the youngest

and

Descriptive.—

townships

This is one of
in the county in point of

organization, having been taken from Cinnaminson
It is one of the northwest
township, Feb. 12, 1880.
border townships, lying at the mouth of the Ran
cocas Creek, on the shore of Delaware River.
It is
bounded on the northeast and east by Rancocas Creek
(the dividing line between this and the townships
and Willingborough), on the south by
Chester and on the west by Cinnaminson townships,
on the north by the Delaware River.
The following is the act incorporating the town

of Beverly

ship :
' By W. n. Shaw.
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"Section 1. Be it enactedby the Senateand General Assembly of the
Stateof New Jersey, That the township of Cinnaminson, in the county
of Builington, shall be and the sameis hereby divided into two town
ships in the following manner, that is to say : all that part of the said
Haines' flood-gatesby the
township west of a line running from CharleB
Delaware River in a southeasterly direction, parallel with the public
road leading by Taylor's Statiou on the Camdenand Amboy Railroad to
New Albany in a straight line to the northern boundary line of the
township of Chester,shall constitute and be known as the township of
Cinnaminson; all that pait lying east of the said line shall -constitute
and be known as the township of Delran.
"Sec. 3. And beit enacted,That the inhabitants oftho township of
Delran are a body politic and corporatein law, and Bhall be styled and
known by the name of ' the inhabitants of the township of Delran, in
Burlington,'
and shall be entitled to all the rights, powers
the county of
and authority, privileges and advantages,and subject to the sameregu
lations, government,and liabilities as the inhabitants of the other town
ships in the county of Burlington are or may be entitled or subject to by
existing laws of this State.
"Sec. 5. And beit enacted,That the inhabitants of the township of
Delran shall hold their first town-meetingat the town-house in said
township on the secondTuesday of March next.
"Passed Fob. 12, 1880."

Natural Features, — The

surface of this township
is very level, or what would naturally be termed so,
as there is but a very slight elevation from the Dela
The Dela
ware to the south line of the township.
ware washes the north, the Rancocas the northeast
and east sides of the township.
One small creek,
Swede's Run, upon which is Haines' mill, flows slug
gishly through the township from southeast to north
Upon the south branch and near the township
west.
Garigues'
line is
mills, otherwise the water facilities
of the township are very poor.

The soil of the township is very sandy, and for this
reason no doubt the pioneer Quakers located farther
back from the river, where there was less sand and a
better soil for agricultural purposes. Previous to the
advent of the Camden and Amboy Railroad the north
half of the township was very sparsely settled. Since
then that part of the township along the line of the
railroad has largely increased in population, and sev
eral villages have sprung up within a few years,
mostly inhabited by persons doing business in Phila
delphia.
The south half of the township has come
to be considered, through the use of different kinds of
fertilizers, a good section for raising truck and farm
produce.
According to the census of 1880 the popu
lation was seventeen hundred and sixty.

Pioneer Settlers and Incidents.— The recent date
at which this township was organized ma'kes it a dif
ficult task to separate its pioneers from those of old

Chester or young Cinnaminson, as this township is
the third generation or grandson of old Chester, and
in giving the pioneer history of the first township
naturally covers this territory, and if anything should
be left, Cinnaminson would be likely to appropriate
it. Nevertheless we will give the young township its
proper place among her sisters in the great Burling
ton County family.

John Hollinshead was no doubt one of the pioneer
settlers of what is now Delran township, as he located
five hundred and fifty acres of land in 1678, on the
south side of Rancocas Creek, a little below where the

old Burlington and Salem road crosses the creek. Said
road was marked out in 1682, by ten men from Bur
lington and ten men from Salem. The spot on the
edge of the creek where John first seated himself on
his five hundred and fifty acre tract was for many
years called "Hollinshead Dock,"and by the older
inhabitants is still known by that name. The sons
of John were Robert, William, and John. From
these have sprung the numerous family of that name,
scattered all over the United States. John Hollins
head, Jr., was born in England in 1669, nine years
William
before his father located on the Rancocas.
was also born in England, and Jan. 23, 1692, married
Elizabeth Adams, and settled on the south end of his
Hugh Hollinshead was married in
father's tract.
1734 to Anna Eves, and settled on the old homestead
place at the creek.

Edmund Hollinshead was an ante-Revolutionary
settler in this township, and kept the ferry on Ran
" holiday in America,'' be
cocas during the British
tween 1776 and 1783.
.

Civil Organization. — The

first township-meeting

of township officers was held at the
old town hall on the second Tuesday in March,
1880, when the usual resolutions for taxing days, rais
ing money for. township purposes, etc., were unani
mously passed, after which the following-named per
sons were duly elected to fill the respective offices
named for the ensuing year:
1880. — Clerk, Frank Garigues ; Assessor, Robert
for the election

W. Babington ; Collector, Robert M. Brock; Chosen
Freeholder, Washington Hunter;
Township Com
mittee, Darling Conrow, Robert F. Garwood, and
Xavier Walters; Commissioners of Appeals, Henry
Orsprung, Evan Pike, and Frank Garigues ; Survey
ors of Highways, Charles H. Craig and Theodore
Haines : Overseer of Roads, John Bishop ; Judge of
Election, Theodore Haines ; Inspectors of Election,
William Shade and Morris Steedle; Justice of the
Peace, John B. Rightmire; Pound-Keeper, Constable,
and Overseer of Poor, Rudolph Steelier.
The following are principal officers for the years
1881 and 1882 :
1881.—
Clerk, Joseph B. Forker; Assessor, Robert W. Babington; Col
lector, Robert M. Brock; Freeholder, Washington Hunt; Town
Committee,Xavier Walters, James Braman, and Darling Conrow ;
Constable, George W. Denning; Justice of tho Peace, Robert W.
Babington.
1882.—Clerk, Joseph B. Forker; Assossor,Theodore Haines;
Collector,
Robert M. Brock; Freeholder, Washington Hunter; Town Com
mittee, James Biiimu.ll, Sr., Xavier Walters, aud 1). Conrow; Con
stable, Alexander Rhodes.

Villages and Hamlets.— Bridgeboro', so named
from the fact of the town being located at the west
end of the bridge spanning the Rancocas River, on
the old Burlington and Salem road, marked out in
1682.
It is also in the southeast part of the township.
The town is mostly built upon lands formerly owned
Company."
by the "Rancocas Toll-Bridge
This was
the first bridge built over the Rancocas below the
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forks of the creek, and was erected by T. Baker in
Previous to this time there had been a ferry
1838.
at what is now Bridgeboro'.
It appears that a tollbridge company had been formed many years previous
to 1838, but no bridge built. March 25, 1819, Samuel
Louden and Isaac Lippincott purchased of the Ran
cocas Toll-Bridge Company the old tavern and one
hundred and fifteen acres of land in Chester (now

Delran), and three acres in Willingborough town
The deed is signed on behalf of the company
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Wallace Lippincott. The pioneer school-house here
was built of wood, in about 1860, and is still used as a
school-house.
The first Methodist Episcopal Church
was built in 1845, and the present one in 1880.
The
population of the village is four hundred.
The mouth of the Rancocas, and as far up as
Bridgeboro', three miles, affords an excellent harbor
for the smaller sailing craft.
There is also a boat
yard at this place, where several persons are con

by a Frenchman
The
and William Allison, secretary and treasurer.
first tavern of which we have any record was kept by
John Earl, and in 1806 it was kept by Samuel Lou

stantly employed in building light sailing-vessels.
The Samuel Louden who purchased the Bridge
boro'
property in 1829 was born in Burlington in
He married Hannah Middleton in 1820, and
1798.
they have already celebrated their sixty-second wed

den, who also rented the ferry from the bridge com
pany.
Mr. Louden died in 1827, and in 1829 the
entire property was purchased by Samuel Louden
(son of the first Samuel), who kept the tavern till

ding anniversary, and both seem to be but little past
the vigor of man and womanhood.
Fairview. — This is a somewhat scattered and
lengthy hamlet of about twenty-five dwellings, grist

about 1836, when he sold to John Norcross, who oc
cupied it as a private residence.
Norcross subse
quently sold to George Higby, who kept a tavern.

mill, toll-house, and three small churches. It is situ
ated on the Burlington and Camden turnpike, one
mile west from Bridgeboro', and one and a quarter

His successors have been William Higby, Thomas
Austin, Thomas Buzby, Edward Hubbs, Jacob Pool,
During
and Mahlon Sharp, the present proprietor.
the proprietorship of Mr. Louden he kept a temper

den and Amboy Railroad.
looking farming country.

ship.

named Barbaoeouxain

as president,

ance house, also conducted a farm and lumber-yard,
and during that time a Mr. Hubbs kept a licensed
tavern in the brick house farther west, on the oppo
site side of the street.
Bridgeboro'
was kept by Job
The pioneer store of
King in the brick building now owned by Mrs. Glo

ver. The next store was by William Glover, in the
Glover
building now occupied by W. N. Hubbs.
was succeeded by William Rogers ; then came Quick
& Darnell, Charles Louden, Perkins & Johnson,
William Cox and John Peirson, William Cox, and
William N. Hubbs, the present merchant in this old
store. The store property is now owned by Asa
Austin's estate.
The next store in this town was kept by Mrs.
Beatty, who was succeeded by Joseph Conrow, in the
The next
store now occupied by John B. Knight.
merchant is William H. Hyde, whose store is a few
rods south of Knight's. The two last are known as
"up-town"
stores.

the

Mrs. Catharine Lyman has a trimming and notion
Hubbs' store, and Daniel
store on the'corner opposite
S. Louden has a confectionery a short distance from
Mrs. Lyman's, on Moorestown Street.
The pioneer blacksmith was William Lital, whose
Epis
shop was on the corner south of the Methodist
copal Church, and now occupied by Samuel L. Lital.
Among the other blacksmiths that have been here we
find James Kimball, Thomas Glover, Samuel Mittin,
Joseph Rich, Richard Jordan, and Pennington Larzelier.

Bridgeboro'
was
in
The principal wheelwright
Samuel Larzalier, who worked in the shop now occu
The lumber-yard is owned by
pied by Isaac Brown.
20

miles south from Riverside

Station, on the old Cam
is surrounded by a fine-

It

The pioneer settler of this locality was Benjamin
His dwelling stood on the site now occupied

Bates.

by the Presbyterian

Church.

Joseph Peirce lived half

One hundred years ago

a mile south

of the turnpike,

and the property now owned by the Elijah Denning
estate was owned by Capt. John Phillips, who mar
ried a daughter of Benjamin Bates. Capt. Phillips

built the original part of the old brick house in about
1780, and in 1832 he built the additions on two sides,
making of it a large brick mansion for those days.
The old grist-mill at this place, on Swede's Run,
was built about the year 1750, by a Mr. Borton, and
till after 1800 as " Borton's Mill." Jacob

known

Haines,

who lived

on the

hill

a short distance west

of the mill, purchased the property in about 1800, and
built the present mill in 1805, and at his death di
vided his property between his two sons, Jacob and
Stokes Haines ; Stokes retaining the old homestead on
the hill, and to Jacob he gave the mill property.
From Jacob the mill property descended to his son,
John W. Haines, who now occupies the old mansion
near the mill. From him the mill property has de
scended to his son, Horace M. Haines, who now owns
and runs the mill. In 1879 he added steam-power

flouringmaking a first-class
Haines, who is now seventy years of
age, and grandson of Jacob Haines, Sr., has lived on
His estimable
the old Haines property all his life.
wife was Miss Hannah M. Lewis, daughter of Job
and

mill.

new machinery,

John W.

Lewis, of Philadelphia. They have eight children,
seven of whom are living. One of his sons is Dr.
Darling Conrow settled on the
Haines, of Rancocas.
farm now occupied by his grandson, Darling Conrow,
who is now an old man. We find the name of Dar
ling Conrow in the old records of Chester township,
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in the early part of the last century. Arthur Quick,
another of the pioneers of the last century, located
on farm east of and adjoining to the Haines planta
tion.
The property is now owned by different par
ties. The Stokes Haines share of the old plantation
has descended to his two sons, Stokes and Joseph
Haines, Joseph retaining the old homestead. James
French was an early settler, a tailor by( trade, and
lived on the south side of the turnpike, opposite the
Haines houses.
A store was built at Fairview in 1865 by Jeremiah
The mercantile business at this place not
Garwood.
proving a success, it was soon abandoned.
Riverside is pleasantly located on a low sand bluff
in the northeast corner of the township, at the conflu
ence of the Rancocas with the Delaware River, and
on the left bank of each.
Previous to 1852, what is now the town of River
side was an ordinary farm, upon which were ordinary
farm buildings, and a large portion of the farm cov
ered with scrub-oak and pine-trees. In January, 1852,
Samuel Bechtel, Jr., owned the farm, and caused it
to be surveyed into streets and building lots, and gave
the place the seemingly attractive name of Riverside.
The town was laid out no doubt with the view of
pleasing purchasers of lots, as far as points of com
pass could do so, as but few streets run on parallel
lines, and a much less number at right angles.

Street and Lafayette

Avenue, now kept by Mrs. Muss.
L. Lotta with his stock of goods,
and kept store in the brick building now occupied by
Mrs. Walter. Among the other pioneer merchants
we learn the names of Charles Farquar, and several
others, making in all a store of some kind for every
twenty of the population.
The pioneer tavern was kept in the old farm-house,
" Head-Quarters," kept by Henry Stineand named
It was here
man, and is still occupied as a tavern.
that Mr. Bechtel kept his office, hence the name.
Now kept by Mrs. Getz.
The next tavern was dignified by the name of
" City Hotel," built by Charles Faber, and now kept
" Central Hotel"
by Mrs. Allmeroth. After this the

Then

came' Charles

was built by Charles Faber, who is the present pro
prietor.
The junior tavern is the " Riverside Station

Hotel,"

Hotel,"
The " Pavilion
by Rudolph Stecker.
a large three-story and basement brick building, was
built in 1852, by Potter & Co., who soon discovered
their mistake, and converted it into a school building
" Riverside Institute,"
and changed the name to
which resulted disastrously,
and the fine-looking
property was abandoned for hotel or educational pur
poses, and has been for a long time unoccupied, ex

cept by transient occupants.
It is now occupied by
the Roman Catholics for religious purposes while

their new church

is being built. Time's old tooth
has made many visible marks on the once beautiful
and imposing structure.
The Riverside Glass- Works were built and put in

The first man to purchase a lot in this town was
Henry Garbe, a sturdy Teuton, who arrived here in
John Dusolt arrived
the afternoon of Jan. 12, 1852.
in the forenoon of the same day, but Garbe was the

operation

first purchaser.

munerative

having been elected a justice of the peace, and ap
pointed notary public and commissioner of deeds.
For the first few years the town grew quite rapidly,

The small
been built but a few years, and is doing a small busi
ness.
The vegetable and fruit-canning establish
ment of F. H. Leggett & Co., of New York, was first
built in 1874, and subsequently enlarged to its present
dimensions, which is one of the largest of the kind
in the county. A shoe-factory was built here in 1880,

Garbe was a carpenter by trade, and
Dusolt a stone-mason.
They assisted in clearing up
the land and building up the town, and are still
busily employed at their trades. Mr. Garbe, however,
has become one of the prominent citizens of the town,

the settlers being mostly Germans.
Soon after the laying out and settling of the town
Mr. Bechtel offered a premium of a building lot to
the first child born within the new town, which re
sulted in the deeding one lot to Kate, daughter of
Henry Garbe. John Dick's daughter Lizzie was the
second child born in Riverside.
Mr. Dick also as
sisted in moving the old fences, laying out new streets,
and getting the town plat ready for purchasers.
Not long after the advent of Dusolt, Garbe, and
Dick there came others, though not artisans, yet they

helped to increase the population and build up the
town. Among the early settlers came the pioneer mer
chant, Jacob Myers, who purchased the lot corner of
Madison and Monroe Streets, and soon exposed his
stock of Schweitzer kase and kraut for sale. After the
death of Jacob, Mrs. Myers kept the store for several
years.

The next vendor of groceries at Riverside was
Caspar Muss, who located on the corner of Bridgeboro'

This proved to be an unrespeculation, and was abandoned in 1878.
pottery-works of John C. Rightmire has

about 1875.

and is now idle.
One of the live business enterprises of this town is
the hosiery- factory of Birkhead & Dick, built in 1879.
The works were subsequently destroyed by fire, and
immediately rebuilt with enlarged capacity and new
machinery.
F. Phifer has also a small hosiery-fac
tory on the corner of Hooker Street and Fairview
Avenue.
The pioneer shoemaker was Philip Espenscheid, who located here March 30, 1853.
During
the late Rebellion the village of Riverside furnished
fourteen men as her quota. Among these were the
three pioneers of the town,— Henry Garbe, John Du
solt, and John Dick, — who have survived the shock
of battle, and are again the humble citizens as of
yore.

There is at present in this town a post-office, rail
road station, three churches, a public school house, a
a pottery, a drug-store, a harnesscanning-factory,
shop, two hosiery-factories, four general and one no-
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tion store, and seven taverns and lager-beer saloons.
The census of 1880 gives Riverside a population of
seven hundred and seventy-seven.

Cambridge is a small hamlet about a mile west
of Riverside, where there is a railroad station and a
few residences.

Schools. — In the subdivision of the old township
from which Delran was taken four school districts
were also cut off, as fellows :

Riverside District, No.

19. — Total cash received

from all sources in 1880 was $878.06 ; value of school
property, $3000 ; number of scholars between five
months'
and eighteen years of age, 241 ;
school, 9.5 ;
number of scholars registered, 105 ; average attend
ance, 51 ; capacity of school-house, 112 ; male teachers
employed, 2; monthly pay, $42.

West Chester District, No.

20. — Total

cash

from all sources, $382.41 ; value of school
property, $1000; number of scholars between five
months'
and eighteen years of age, 109 ;
school, 9 ;
received

number
ance,

of scholars registered, 67; average attend
of school-house, 60 ; one female

34 ; capacity

teacher, at $36.66 per month.

Bridgeboro'

District, No. 25. — Total cash re
all sources, $524.34; value of school
property, $1800 ; number of children between five
months'
school, 9 ;
and eighteen years of age, 172 ;
number of scholars registered, 137 ; average attend
ance, 60; capacity of school-house, 90; one male
ceived from

teacher at $40, and one female at $30 per month.
Chesterville District, No. 26. — Total cash re
ceived from all sources, $309 ; value of school prop
erty, $2000; number of scholars between five and
eighteen years of age, 70 ; months' school, 9 ; number
of children registered, 49; average attendance, 28;
capacity of school-house,
$33.33 per month.

Bridgeboro'

44;

one male teacher at

Methodist Episcopal Church.— Just

Bridgeboro'
was formed is not
when the society at
However, the pioneer class was
positively known.
composed of Daniel Stockton, leader, and John Smith,
Samuel McCully, John Hankinson, Wesley Horner,
Micajah Dobbins, Samuel Louden, and Isaac Merrill.
The first meetings of the class were held in a building

In 1845 the
now owned by the Asa Austin estate.
society had become so strengthened by accessions
upon several revival occasions that it was thought ad
visable to build a house of worship ; the usual com
mittees appointed, and in that year a modest structure,
about thirty by forty feet, was built, and a debt left

it of one thousand dollars. The debt remained
upon the church property till 1877, when through the
efforts of Rev. Joseph Ashbrook, the then pastor, the

upon

church was freed from debt, Mr. Ashbrook becoming
responsible for one-half, while the society paid the
present parsonage
other half. In 1863 or 1864 the
dollars.
hundred
sixteen
about
was built, costing
After a service of thirty-five years the old church
antiquated and too small to
had become somewhat
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hold the congregations

of the growing society, and
in the spring of 1880 which resulted
in the erection of the present neat and commodious
frame church, forty-five by sixty feet, with all the

steps were taken

modern improvements attached to a modernized house
of worship.
The present church was built upon the site of the
old one, and cost about five thousand dollars, and was
dedicated in the early fall of 1880 by Bishop Jesse T.
Peck.
Among the preachers who have served this church
and

congregation

we find

the following:

Thomas

Furman, John Fort,
Edward Page,
Noah Hilliard, George Downs, Joseph' Ashbrook,Charles Downs, George Neal, Peter Calder, James
Paran, and John Sowder, the present preacher in

Stewart,

charge.

The present trustees of the society are Isaac Conover, Theodore Haines, Richard V. S. Perkins, John
Conover, Lorenzo Wells, Reuben Carhart, and the
venerable Samuel Louden ; Class-leaders, William
Sharp, William Pitman, and John B. Knight; Stew
ards for 1882, Isaac Conover, Frank Perkins, John
Brown, John B. Knight, and William Pitman.
The cemetery belonging to this society is located in
rear of the church.
Value of church property, seven
thousand dollars; present membership, ninety.
The Sunday-school connected with this church was
organized about the same date as the society, with the
now venerable Isaac Merritt as superintendent, with
about twenty-five scholars. The present superintend

John B. Knight; total number of scholars,
one hundred and forty; average attendance, one hun
dred.
ent is

Fairview Christian Church. — The society styling
themselves Christians was founded at or near Fairview
in 1833, when the society built the church now occu
Just'
pied by the Episcopalians.
how long they occu
pied this house of worship we do not know, and why
the meeting-house was abandoned and sold we are not
at liberty to state. The society subsequently purchased
a lot opposite the Presbyterian
Church, upon which
was built a small frame meeting-house, which is still
occupied by the society as a place of worship, with
Mr. Enoch Parvin as pastor and preacher. The fol

lowing is the

deed for the church property :

"Know all men by thesepresents,that we Joseph Pearson Senr and
Esther Pearson, of the Township of Chesterof the County of Burling
ton and State of New Jersey, in considerationof the sum of one dollar,
payedus by Francis H. Boardman, of the City of Philadelphia, Joseph
Pearson Juur, Thomas Claypole & George W. Matlack, of the County
and Stateaforesaid,Trusteesof the Fair-view Christian Meeting-house,
the receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge,do hereby give, grant,
bargain, sell and convey unto the said Francis H. Boardman, Joseph
Pearson Junr, Thomas Claypole and GeorgeW. Matlack, Trustees of the
aforesaid Fairview Christian Meeting-house,in Trust, their heirs suc
cessors and assigns forever, A certain piece or lot of land, situate in
ChesterTownship aforesaid,and is bounded as followB,viz., Beginning
at a stake in the line of the Meeting-house lot, Thence by the same,
North forty-eight degrees West, one chain and fifty links, to a Stone,
corner to saidPearson'slaud— thenceby thesameNorth Sixty-one degrees
East k forty-five links to a stone corner—Thence South thirty-one de-
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grees East—one chain and forty-three links — to the place of beginning,
containing three-hundedthsof an acre of land, more or less. To have
and to hold, the said granted and bargainedpremises,with the privileges
and appurtenancesthereof,to themthe said Francis H. Boardman, Joseph

Pearson,Junr, Thomas Claypole & GeorgeW. Matlack, Trusteesaforesaid
in TruBt of the aforesaidFair-view Christian Meetirig-house,their heirs,
successors,and assignsforever,to their and their useand behoofforever.
And the said Joseph Pearson Sen' for myself, my heirs, executors and
administrators,do covenantwith the said Francis H. Boardman, Joseph
Pearson Jun», Thomas Claypole and GeorgeW. Matlack, their heirs and
assignB,that am lawfully seized in fee of the premises,that they are
free of all incumbrances,that I have good right to sell and convey the
same to the said Francis H. Boardman, Joseph Pearson Junr, Thomas
Claypole and GeorgeW. Matlack to hold as aforesaid, and that will
warrant and defendthe sameto the said Francis H. Boardman, Joseph
Pearson Juur, Thomas Claypole & George W. Matlack, their heirs suc
cessorsand assignsforever, against the lawful claims and demandsof all
persons.

I

I

I

"In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and sealsthe
First day of January, anno Domini 1842.
" Signed, Sealedand deliveredin presenceof &c.
"Amos Stiles.
" Joseph Peabson, Se.,
" Esther T. Pearson."
Church. — The initiatory
resulted in the organization of this
church were first held at the house of John Cooper
in December, 1867, and during that winter until warm

Fairview Presbyterian

meetings which

weather, when the congregation had become too large
for private houses. The meetings were held during
the summer of 1868 in the front yard of the old Den

ning mansion.

In the spring of 1868 the congregation and member
ship had so increased that it was thought advisable to
build a house of worship, when John Denning, Isaac
Hammel, Elijah Denning, Cheeseman Hullings, Jo
seph Casner, and Milo Cooper were appointed a build
ing committee.

The corner-stone was laid in April,

1868, and the present neat frame church,

twenty-five
by forty feet, dedicated in September of the same
year, at a cost of three thousand dollars.
The original members of this church, who were
constituted such by the Presbytery,
were John
Cooper,

Melinda

Cooper,

Benjamin

Milo Cooper, Elizabeth
Hunt, Catharine Hunt, Joseph
Casner, John Denning, and Robert Templeton.
The
first elders were John Cooper and Benjamin Hunt ;
Deacon, Robert Templeton ; Trustees, Elijah Den
ning, Cheeseman Hullings, Joseph Casner, John
Cooper,

Denning, and Milo Cooper.
The first pastor of this little flock was Rev. M. L.
Hufford, who organized the church in 1867, and re
mained with it till 1875.
He was succeeded by Rev.
John Sanson, who served, this people till the fall of
1880, when he resigned the pastorate of Fairview.
Since then the church has been supplied from Prince
ton College. The present elder is Robert Templeton ;

Barclay Murray, Taylor Hammond,
and
John Mitchell. Present membership, twenty-five.
A Sunday-school was organized in connection with
this church in 1867, by Benjamin Hunt.
Present
superintendent, John Mitchell ; total scholars, thirtyfive; average attendance, twenty-five; value of church
Trustees,

property, three thousand dollars.

Moravian Church.— The church building of this
denomination is located in the southeast part of the
village of Riverside, on Bridgeboro' Avenue.
It is a
brick building, covered with rough-cast, and was
built in 1868. The congregation and membership

are composed entirely of foreigners, scarcely any of
whom can speak English.
The pastor resides out of
town.

St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church.— In 1851,
about the time that Riverside was settled by Ger
mans, a brick church, forty by sixty feet, was com
menced under the superintendence of Father Holtzen,
who with about a dozen members represented
faith of Rome in the new city in prospective.

The name of the church was
by that of the organization in
which the Redemptorist Fathers
sionary.
The work was done in

the

doubtless suggested

Philadelphia, from
sent forth the mis

midwinter, the con
under bonds and a forfeiture of ten
dollars a day to complete the edifice by a certain
date. As soon as the building was completed, imme
diate payment was demanded, which resulted in the
tractors

being

purchase of the building by Bishop Bailey, of New
ark, the then bishop of the diocese of New Jersey.
The building was poorly built, and in 1879 (March)
the old building was torn down, ground broken for a
new edifice about the 1st of July, and the corner

stone laid Aug. 6, 1879.
The new building was forty
by seventy-five feet, with basement parlors, and a
tower in front, with spire and cross, one hundred and
The edifice was located in the
twenty feet high.
north angle of the triangle between Hancock, Mid
Bridgeboro'
dleton, and Scott Streets and
Avenue.
This building was destroyed by fire in March, 1882,
and rebuilt the same year. During the interim ser
vices were held in the old Riverside Institute.

Trinity Episcopal Church.— The Episcopal parish
April 14, 1845, by

at Fairview was fully organized
Rev. Samuel Hallowell, rector
Church at Beverly.

of the

Episcopal

Some of the original members were Mrs. Julia
Walton, Thomas Quick, Philip C. Timings, Ann T.
Timings, John P. Bates and wife, John, Cordingly,
Louisa Cordingly, Matilda Cordingly, Hannah Quick.
The church building, standing on the north side of
the Burlington and Camden turnpike, was built by the
Christians in 1840-45, of stone and rough-cast, and
subsequently purchased by the Episcopalians for five
hundred dollars.

After Mr. Hallowell came several clergymen, who
remained each but a short time, among whom were
Rev. Marcus Hyde, Dr. Knight, Dr. H. P. Hay, Rev.
D. Shaver, Dr. R. T. Roach, Rev. F. C. Clerc, and
others. The present rector, Rev. J. A. Spooner, has

had charge of this parish since about 1867.
Present
number of communicants, forty.
Value of church
property, one thousand dollars.
The Sunday-school connected with this parish was
organized about 1847, with Mrs. Julia
Walton as su-
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DELRAN TOWNSHIP.

is

18, 1821, removed with

his parents to Delran

a

a

and has carried

on since.

The Matlacks are members of the Society of Friends,
Friends' Meeting at Moorestown.
On
and attend the

Dec. 27, 1851, he married Rachel M., daughter of
Ephraim and Sarah Haines, of Philadelphia, who
year, at the time of
survives, in her eighty-fourth

writing this sketch in 1882.
child, who died in infancy.

BIOGRAPHICAL

8,

:

a

a

6,

a

a

8,

4,

a

a

8,

is
a

been officially identified with his township as col
member of
also
lector and committeeman, and he
Both himself and wife
the Patrons of Husbandry.
Friends' Meeting.
worship at the Westfield

SAMUEL

a

MATLACK.

His father, John Matlack, born on the Matlack
homestead, in Cinnamonson township, spent his life
1863, aged
farmer and blacksmith, and died June
seventy-one years. His wife, Julia Ann, daughter of
Thomas Lippincott, died May 15, 1868, and had borne
Martha, deceased, was the
the following children
wife of David Lippincott; Anna, deceased; Clarkson
and Rebecca, residing in Moorestown.
Clarkson Matlack, born on the old homestead, Feb.

Lydia, Charles, Jane, Asahel, Jeremiah, Maria, Amos,
Josiah, and Robert F. Garwood. The youngest son,
Robert F., born on the homestead May
1833, ac
good practical education, and spent most of
quired
his minority at home. In 1853 he engaged in general
mercantile business, was subsequently employed in
Philadelphia, and for time carried on commission
business there. On Feb.
1868, he married Sarah
H., daughter of Stacy Martin, and granddaughter of
Jacob Haines, and the same year purchased the farm
he has resided upon since, which he has brought to
high state of cultivation, and upon which he has
made many improvements, in accordance with his
desirable location for a
taste and skill, making
man of
Mr. Garwood
home and home comforts.
practical ideas, thoroughgoing in business, and has
is

CLARKSON

a

Friends'

Society, and
ancestors he adheres to the
liberal contributor to all worthy local objects.

is

b$

a

on the homestead, Oct. 18, 1821, and has there re
as
farmer, until his retirement, quite re
en active in
He has
cently, from active business.
the affairs of his township, yet has held little office
except to serve as surveyor of highways.
Like his
mained,

warm friend of the late Charles
He was
estates.
Stokes, and adhered to the Society of Friends, which
He died April 14, 1850,
he gave liberal support.
1869,
leaving a wife, Ann Fetter, who died Jan.
aged seventy-five years. Their nine children were

a

19, 1833.

Joseph F. Haines, son of Stokes Haines, was born

in old

was born

tive man in business matters, often chosen to fill
places of trust by his fellow-citizens.
An advocate
of the Democratic party, and active in local politics,
and his counsel was often sought in the settlement Cf

it

a

a

member of the Society of Friends.
holders, and
He was physically
strong man, and weighed two
He died June 24, 1871.
hundred and sixty pounds.

Garwood

R. HUNTER.

William Hunter, his grandfather, an Episcopalian,
young man, and settled in
came from Ireland while
Cinnaminson township, Burlington Co., N. J., where
a

a

a

Stokes
the wife of Albert Allen), and Stokes Haines.
farmer on the homestead during his
Haines was
representative man in his township,
business life,
for six years a member of the board of chosen free

William

a

born in 1794 on the homestead, married Lockey Ann
French, who was born in 1798, and bore him chil
dren, —Joseph F., Elizabeth F. (deceased, who was

Garwood.

1793.
He pur
Chester township, now Delran, Feb.
Bridgebortract of land in the vicinity of
chased
ough, erected a saw-mill, and there spent his life,
representa
carrying on his farm and mill. He was

a

a

a

bore him two children, — Stokes and Hannah. Jacob
Haines was farmer and miller, and member of the
Society of Friends. His youngest son, Stokes Haines,

F.

a

is

is

known of his first wife, who bore him five children, —
Samuel, Abel, Jacob, Beulah, and Ann. His second
wife, Hannah, daughter of John and Hannah Stokes,

April

ROBERT F. GARWOOD.
Garwood was' born in the vicinity of Moores
town, Burlington Co., N. J., was twice married, and
son William, father of Robert
by his first wife had

John

His grandfather, Jacob Haines, born in Bucks
County, Pa., came to Burlington County, N. J., and
settled in what
now Delran township, formerly
Cinnaminson and Chester, while a young man, and
Little
there spent the remainder of his life.

wife died

They have had one

SKETCHES.

JOSEPH F. HAINES.

His

town

dis
ship while young, had the usual advantages of
trict education, and early had desire for farming.
Upon his father's death he purchased the farm
where his father had spent the latter part of his life,

it

is,

perintendent.
The present superintendent is J. B.
Timings, with thirty pupils, and an average attend
ance of twenty-five.
Evangelical Lutheran Church. — The house of
of course, brick, lo
worship of this denomination
cated on east side of Madison Street, between Jeffer
son and Monroe Streets, in the village of Riverside,
and was built in 1872. The pastor resides in Camden,
and no one in Riverside could give an intelligent idea
of the organization or pioneer membership of this
It composed mostly of Germans.
church.
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the family has resided since, and where he died at the
age of sixty-four years.
His wife, a Miss Rudderow,

children, — Thomas, Jane, Mary, William
W., John, and Susan.
The progenitor of the family here, William, en
gaged for a time after coming in boating on the Del
Wil
aware, but spent the most of his life a farmer.
liam W., his son, succeeded to the homestead, where
bore him

he spent his life, a farmer, left a large estate, and died
in 1855, aged seventy-seven years. His wife, Sarah

P., a daughter of Thomas McMaster, bore him chil
dren as follows, and died in 1865, aged seventy-seven
years: Charles, Thomas, Maria (wife of Clayton R.
Cole), William, Samuel R., Palmer, David, Sarah
(wife of Isaiah Cole), Washington, John, and Frank
lin.
Of

Samuel R. Hunter, subject of this sketch,
on the homestead in 1817, and there re
mained until 1850, when he settled on his present
farm, then a part of his father's estate.
He is a suc
these,

was born

cessful agriculturist, interested in local matters, and
takes an active part. He has served his township as
judge of elections, committeeman, and officially on

boards. His political affiliations have been
the same as his ancestors, adherents to Democratic
principles and supporters of the Democratic party.
He married, July 4, 1850, Anna M., daughter of James
Wayne, of Camden, who died in 1877, in her forty-

school

eighth year, and his children are Anna M. and Sally

E. Hunter.
Washington, son of William W. Hunter, was born
the homestead April 27, 1825. He remained at
home until 1855, and in the spring of 1857 purchased
on

the old Buck farm of Widow Buck, which was for
merly the property of the Heulings', where he has re
sided since and carried on farming.
For many years

he has been identified with public matters in his
township, has served as committeeman, commissioner
of appeals, and in 1878 he was elected a member of
the board of chosen freeholders, which position, by
annual election, he holds in 1882.
He is a member

of the Patrons of Husbandry, and an enterprising,
thoroughgoing business man.
His wife, Sallie H. Flanigan, whom he married in
1861, is a lady of culture ; was educated at the Zane
Street Public School, Philadelphia, and was a teacher
for several years in that city prior to her marriage.
Their only child, Mae, born May

2, 1862, died Dec.

15, 1864.

CHAPTER XXVII.
EASTAMPTON

TOWNSHIP.i

Descriptive.—

Geographical and.
This is one of
the interior townships of the county, and in point of
organization one of the youngest, it having been or1 By Miss E. Latimer.

ganized in 1880.
It is bounded on the east by Pem
berton, on the south by Southampton and Lumberton, on the west by Lumberton, Northampton, and
Westampton,
ships.

and on the north by Springfield town

Natural Features. — The surface of this township
Its soil is a mixture of
inclines gently to the south.
rich sandy and clay loam, susceptible of the highest
state of cultivation with less labor than some of the
The Rancocas Creek
other townships of the county.
crosses the south corner, and forms a part of the south

Upon this stream is
boundary line of the township.
located the H. B. Smith Machine Company, at Smithville.
The Camden and Burlington County Branch

of the Pennsylvania Railroad also crosses the south
east corner of the township.
There are several small
streamlets, furnishing complete drainage and water
for the whole township.
Taking into consideration
the quality of soil and facilities for marketing crops,
it is one of the best agricultural
districts in the
county.

Civil Organization, — This township was formed
from the township of Westampton by an Act of the
Legislature of the State of New Jersey, passed Feb.
11, 1880, and on the 9th of March the same year the
wheels of township

government were put in motion,

as we glean from the records, as follows :
" A statementof the result of the election held this 9th day of
March,
1880,in the township of Eastampton for the following township officers,
to servefor the ensuing year:—
"Moderator, Clifford Kelley; Clerk, Risdon B. Hankinson ; Assessor,
Thomas S. Fish ; Collector, John C. Swan ; Freeholder, Jackson L.
Nippens; Justice of the Peace, Edward T. Burns; Constable, Charles
H. Nippens; Overseeerof Roads, Joseph Willitts; Overseer of Poor,
Charles H. Lewis; Judge of Election, Samuel G. Parker; Inspector
of Election, John C. Barger ; Commissioners of Appeals, William S.
Kelley. Joseph G. Parker, William Tomlinson; Surveyors of Highways,
John Edwards, Samuel L. Grant ; Township Committee, William G.
Lippincott, Jr., Bradford W. Storey, Joseph J. White ; Pound-Keeper,
SamuelWillitts.
" Polls to be kept at Smitlivtlle."

The principal township officers for 1881 are as fol
lows : Clerk, Edward F. Burns ; Assessor, Samuel P.
Shinn ; Collector, Benjamin Naer, Jr. ; Freeholder,

J. L. Nippins ; Constable,
mittee, William
Sherman.

Mason,

C.

H. Nippins

B. W. Storey,

;

Town Com
Thomas

L.

The act of the Legislature forming the township of
Eastampton reads as follows :
Section 1. Beenactedby theSenateand GeneralAssembly theState
of
of
New Jersey,That the township of Westampton,in the county of Bur
lington, shall be, and the sameis hereby divided into two townships in
the following manner, that is to say: All that part of said township
west of a line beginning at a point in the middle of the public road
leading from Mount Holly to Jacksonville, and in the division line be
tween the townshipsof Westampton and Northampton,
aud runs thence
up the middle of said road to the line dividing the townships
of West
ampton and Springfield, shall
constitute and be known as the town
ship of Westampton; and all that part lying east
of said line shall
constituteand be known as the township of Eastampton.
¦' Sec. 2.
And be it enacted,That the inhabitants of the township of
Westampton are a body politic and corporate
in law, and shall be
styled and known by the
name oftho inhabitants of the township of
Westampton, in the county of Burlington,' and shall
be entitled to
all the rights, powers,authority,
privileges, and advantages,and subject

EASTAMPTON TOWNSHIP.
to the same regulations, government,and liabilities as the inhabitants
of the other townships in the county of Burlington are or may be enti
tled or subject to by existing laws of this State.
"Sec. 3. And be it enacted,That the inhabitants of the township of
Eastampton are a body politic and corporatein law, and shall be styled
and known by the name of the inhabitants of the township of East
ampton in the county of Burlington,' and shall be entitled to all the
rights, powers,and authority, privileges and advantages,and subject to
the same regulations, government,and liabilities as the inhabitants of
the other townships in the county of Burlington are or may be entitled
or subject to by existing laws of this State."

The next section defines the time for holding the
first annual town-meeting, which was complied with
by the inhabitants of the township.
Societies.— The Smithville Beneficial So

ciety
Jan.

was instituted at Smithville, in this township,

29, 1875, and incorporated

May 25, 1880.
The charter members were Hon. H. B. Smith, G.
O. Hall, B. W. Story, T. L. Sherman, B. H. Haines,
James Pitcher, George H. Lippincott, J. S. Stiles, A.
A. Johnson, E. E. Johnson, J. T. Dickerson, James
Cotter, James Uncles, I. S. Uncles, and S. S. Dayton.
The presidents of the society have been elected as
follows : G. 0. Hall, elected Jan. 29, 1875 ; Bradford
W. Storey, Jan. 1, 1876 ; James Uncles, Jan. 1, 1877;
B. W. Storey, July 1, 1877 ; Joseph J. White, Jan. 1,
1878; John Salter, Jr., Jan. 1, 1879; Albert A. John
son, Jan. 1, 1880; B. W. Storey, July 1, 1880; I. S.
Uncles, Jan. 1, 1881.
The first secretary was D. H. Aaronson, elected
Jan. 29, 1875, and served till July 1, 1878, when he
resigned, and E. F. Burns was elected and served six
months.
He was succeeded by Benjamin Naer, Jr.,

who served till July 1, 1880, when John S. Stiles was
elected and served six months, when he was succeeded
by L. T. Powell, the present secretary.

Hon. H. B. Smith was elected treasurer Jan. 29,
1875, and served until Jan. 1, 1880, when he was suc
Company."
ceeded by the "H. B. Smith Machine
regular
meetings
The
of the society are held on the
first and third Friday evenings of each mouth, in H.
B. Smith's new hall. Present membership, forty-five.
Villages and Hamlets. — Untonville is a small
hamlet situate one mile from Mount Holly, on the
road to Jobstown, and known for many years as Tur
pentine. A tavern was built here in about 1820, by
Samuel Parker. After the death of Mr. Parker, his
son Samuel kept the tavern several years, and was
succeeded by William Parker.
He was followed; by
Charles Ewan, John Archer, Richard Wilson, and
Samuel G. Gray, who kept it till 1870 or 1872, when
the tavern business was abandoned at this point.

The property is now owned and occupied by Joseph
G. Parker.
The pioneer blacksmith was Samuel Parker, who
kept a shop in connection with his tavern.
Daniel . Ewan was the pioneer wheelwright, and
was succeeded by Twining & Folwell, who carried on
the business for several years. The present wheel
wright and blacksmith is Isaac Parker.

In

1856 a small

frame building was erected at this
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place for the purpose of holding religious meetings.
Sunday-School,"
"Union
and is free for
all denominations.
It is now occupied by a Baptist

It was named

with Jarvis Zelly as superintendent.
Total scholars, seventy-five ; average attendance, fifty.
There is at this place a small grocery-store, kept
by Samuel G. Parker ; toll-house, with Joshua Haines
Sunday-school,

as toll-gatherer

; thirteen

dwellings

and fifty

inhab"

itants.

Smithville. — Smithville and vicinity belong to the
The earliest
first settled portions of New Jersey.
white population shared in the trials of contending
claimants, and suffered from the tyranny of selfish
rulers, especially from disputed boundary questions.
The stone tomahawk and other remains of the
aborigines, not unfrequently found in this immediate
vicinity, testify that here was a favorite resort for the
red man long before the coming of the white race,
The dense forests, nurtured by the best of soils, and
the rich fisheries of the Delaware and its tributaries
must have made this region a kind of Eden to the red
man, as furnishing all that he could desire, and thus
inviting him from time to time to erect here his frail
shelter, to give him a place for occasional repose
after the fatigues of his wandering mode of life.
The favorable climatic influence and abundant pro
vision for his sustenance tended to make the Indian
here less a savage than he was found in the more
northern portions of the country.
The Swedes, and
especially the Quaker element among the earliest
white settlers of this region, were disposed to pur
chase their land of these rightful owners of the soil,
and the good understanding that qame to exist in
consequence prevented the horrors of that contention
between the Indian and white man here that befell
other portions of our country.

The war of the Revolution has left more marked
than that of the long-abiding Indian,
within the very boundaries, too, of the Smithville of
to-day.
The pine forest lying on the east of the
village exhibits an easy traceable line of defense
which dates back to the Revolutionary era. Trenton,
Princeton, and Monmouth are near, but this warlike
preparation appearing in the Smithville pines may
have had connection with a proposed battle at Iron
Mountain that wras not carried into execution.
But
the Smithville of to-day knows only peace and pros
perity.
Its population sober, law-abiding, and in
dustrious, it has its numerous, most comfortable,
and attractive homes. Its extensive boarding-house,
its store, its public hall, its library and reading-room,
its fine building and graded school, and its one
church edifice (Methodist), all is the outgrowth of
its large manufacturing interests, giving proof, too, of
vast energy with its crown of success.
At Smithville is located the most extensive manu
machinery in the United
factory of wood-working
States, together with a large variety of machines for
traces even

other purposes.
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important

and extensive industries were
at this place in 1865, by the Hon. H. B.
centre
Smith, from whom this large manufacturing
has taken its name.
The power required at this point is furnished by
These

established

the Rancocas Creek, a stream having its souroe in the
In
eastern and southeastern part of the county.
creased in its flow by tributaries, its motive force is
sufficient for the varied and extensive manufactories
that have become located in Smithville. At the time
of purchase and first occupation by Mr. Smith the
locality was known as Shreveville, and had been for
twenty years or more, while occupied as a manufac
Cotton thread
turing seat by the Shreve Brothers.
was a marked product of these mills when owned by
the Messrs. Shreves.
This firm had succeeded to the
use of the water-power of the Rancocas at this point,
which use had been largely devoted to the running of
grist-

and saw-mills, a use that extends far back,
probably much anterior to the Revolution.
Mr. Smith, at the time of purchase, comprehended
well the facilities of the position for his purposes, —

of obtaining material and the ease
of distribution-, being midway between two great cities,
and these so intimately connected. But as a place to

the convenience

locate a large business he saw, too, immense changes
and improvements to be requisite.
He found tum
bling brick walls marking the mill division of the
property, as elsewhere. He found wheel-pits which
called at once for cleaning, deepening, and otherwise
This work was made to
changing and enlarging.
progress, and in massive thoroughness too.
So all
repairs were pushed forward.
So, too, new buildings
rose, which were called for to meet the large and in
creasing demand for space, until floor-room for offices
and shops embrace in extent two and one-half acres.
It may well be said that the buildings throughout are
strong and massive as iron and masonry can construct.
Mr. Smith filled the headship of inventing and im
proving machinery, the repairing and building new
structures, and also the conduct of a large farming
interest from 1865 to 1878.
At this time a stock com
pany was entered into, giving the direction of the ex
tensive manufacturing in the different departments to
more numerous hands. The new management num
bers seven directors.
Of the official board made up
therefrom, at present find William S. Kelley, vicepresident and superintendent of shops ; Joseph

White,
in charge of the company's machinery store, No. 925
Market Street, Philadelphia; Charles Chickering,
assistant treasurer; E. F. Burns, the head of the
clerical department.
The Hon. H. B. Smith occupies
the presidency and treasurership of the company.
The new management have, as it were, modern
ized many of the machines and added improvements
in keeping with the times, and have largely increased
the list of wood-working machines, thus meeting the
demands of planing-mills, door, sash, and blind-

makers, furniture-

and cabinet-makers,

wheelwrights,

agricultural -implement shops,
pattern-makers,
and railway-car builders, and they have also added
other departments to their works, — one for the manu
and

facture of iron tools for machinists, such as iron
drill-presses,
etc., a depart
planes, engine-lathes,
ment for the manufacture of bench-vices, which are
favorably known as the Smith chilled-beam
They also have a department in which all new
machines are developed and perfected, and they are
constantly bringing out something new, with patents
now

vice.

They have also fitted up
pending nearly all the time.
for the manufacture of the American

a department

Star Bicycle, which being a novel means of locomo
We will add that this new bicycle was awarded
the first premium at Atlanta, Ga., International Cot
tion.

Exposition, 1881, and also at the Cincinnati
Exposition, 1882.
The following is a description of the new machine,
with the recently added improvements, among which
may be mentioned the framing, which is light and
strong, and less liable to be broken in case of accident
than the expensive back-bone usually employed in
the construction of crank machines ; also the im
proved arrangement of the propelling treadles, by
which the friction on the main bearing is reduced to
a minimum, thus dispensing with the necessity of
ton

"ball

bearing"

and other perishable

supports.

The brake is of improved construction, and may be
applied at will without removing the hands from the
Any degree of friction may be ap
steering handles.
plied, even sufficient to lock the carrying-wheel, and
this too without any possible danger of a "header."
The construction of the wheel has also been im
proved, retaining that valuable feature of taogency
acting,"
and making the spokes "direct
the ends
being large enough so that the thread will not weaken
them, and on the outer ends heads are formed with a,
die, thus insuring the perfect rivet-head.
The spokes,
which are solid drawn, with both ends left three sizes
larger than the middle portion, are screwed into the
hub, and being adjustable, the rider can always keep
his wheel true, or easily replace a broken one should
he be so unfortunate as to knock one out.
The saddle is of the finest " suspension"

style, and
made by the Smith Manufacturing Company.
The
frame is of steel, and the covering is of genuine pig
skin.
The saddle is placed on a long wide spring,
which covers the wheel, and may be placed either
forward or back to suit the rider, the whole being most
comfortable to sit and ride upon.
Hon. H. B. Smith, from whom Smithville takes its
name, and whose inventive skill has given to the lead
ing products of the H. B. Smith's Manufacturing
Company such excellence as secures for them a world
wide reputation and use.
Mr. Smith is not by birth
a Jerseyman,
the inventor and machinist's
native
place being that of Bridgewater, Vt. ; but, in perfect
identification

of every interest, he may well be classed
at this time of life.

as a Jerseyman

EASTAMPTON
The inventor's boyhood and youth gave full prom
ise of what later years have developed.
A fondness
for the mechanical expressed itself as an early tend
ency. The Merrick water-wheel was the chosen toy,
and a study of its laws and capabilities

finds rank

among early lessons. Wood-working machinery was
a choice when the business age arrived.
Mr. Smith's
first establishment for the manufacture of this class

of machinery was in Lowell, Mass., and from thence
was transferred to Smithville, its permanent local

ity, nearly two decades since. It is here, where
beside improving and extending
this particular
class of machinery several others have been added,
where, moreover, to successful invention and manu
facture of machinery other important demands have
appealed for his mature and most earnest consider
Mr. Smith, by a large majority of his dis
ation.

trict, was called to a seat in the National Legisla
He received
ture, which he filled with distinction.
appointment there to membership on two impor
tant committees, that on manufactures and patents.
With the topics to be considered in each he was
conversant, and through his excellent judgment and
strict integrity was able to render important ser
vice on both committees.
For the patentee espec
ially important legislation was thus entered upon,
calculated to correct in application and save from
unnecessary disappointment and waste of effort on
the part of those to whom time and money are vital
considerations.

Further, it seems at this time that Mr. Smith's
clearness and fidelity in matters legislative are held
in demand for extended exercise by an appreciative
public.
Schools. — In the formation of this township it
carried with it two school districts.
Smithville District, No. 35.— Total cash re
ceived from all sources during the year 1880 was

The school-room is the private property of
Hon. H. B. Smith. Number of scholars between five
and eighteen years of age, 73 ; months' school, 10.3 ;
number of scholars registered, 67; average attendance,
41 ; capacity of school-room, 52; one male teacher at
$546.24.

$45 per month.
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past by Jonathan Cline.
Here they continued to
worship until 1843, when the meetings were trans
ferred to the brick school-house, northeast side of the
village.
This old school-house was subsequently re
moved, and the present large brick school-house built
on the same site by Hon. H. B. Smith, where meet
ings were continued for some time.
The pioneer class was formed in the first place of

Mr.
worship, with Daniel Holeman as class-leader.
Holeman continued as class-leader for many years,
assisted in his labors by William Davis, John Hawk,
Joseph Cross, and others, till the death of the Shreve
brothers and suspension of business at that place,
when the families composing the class became scat
tered, yet a small number continued to meet until
1861, when the meetings were transferred to the house
now occupied by Joshua Cline, standing in the grove
about midway between Smithville and Mount Holly,
and owned by the heirs of Charles Bispham.
Here
they continued to worship until 1863, when the society
purchased a small dwelling-house from the owners of
the Shreveville property, and moved it on to a lot be
longing to Leonard Stiltz and wife, and converted it
into a house of worship.
Its location was about oneeighth of a mile from the railroad station, towards
Mount Holly, on the south side of the railroad, where
now stands a large maple-tree.
This class or society
was then connected with the Methodist Episcopal
Church at Mount Holly, and the work superintended
by Rev. R. V. Lawrence, assisted by local preachers.
Joseph Cline, now deceased, was the leading spirit
in church matters, so much so that the little church
was known as Clineville Church.
Some of the other
leading members were Gilbert Denice, Wardell Cow
perthwaite and wife, Ann Nixon and others. Amanda
Oatman had charge of the first church edifice for some
time, and was succeeded by Gilbert Denice, who re
mained in charge as long as the old building was oc
cupied for religious purposes.
The preachers in charge of the Mount Holly Church
supplied the people with preaching once a month.
Rev. Mr Lawrence was succeeded by Rev. Mr.
Chalker, and he by Rev. William Franklin. Towards
the close of his term the question of a new and more

36. — Total cash received from
commodious house of worship was agitated, which re
$300; value of school property, $300;
sulted in 1877 in the erection of the present frame
number of scholars between five and eighteen years
structure, twenty-seven by thirty-seven feet, with a
of age, 64; months' school, 9; number of scholars
seating capacity of two hundred, at a cost of $1397.84,
registered, 35; average attendance, 18; capacity of ¦ and dedicated Jan. 2, 1878, by Rev. S. Vansant, pre
school-house, 35; one female teacher at $32.66 per
siding elder, assisted by Revs. Norris, Lawrence,

Ewan District, No.

all

sources,

month.

Methodist Episcopal Church.— In
1837 the first Methodist meetings in what is now
Smithville (then Shreveville) were held by Joseph
Cross and Ellsworth Holeman, in the private dwelling
Her house stood on the site now
of Mrs. Armstrong.
Cottage/'
occupied by the "
on the south corner of
Main Street, leading from the main road to the vil
lage. The house has been occupied for some years
Smithville

The afternoon sermon was
and in the evening by Rev.
of dedication Rev. Charles
charge. Since Mr. Heisler
served
church
been
has
by the preachers in charge
the
of Methodist Episcopal Church at Mount Holly till
1876, when Smithville was transferred to the Lum
berton Circuit, since which time the preachers ap
Franklin, aud Jeffries.
preached by Rev. Jeffries,
At the time
Lawrence.
Heisler was preacher in

pointed to Lumberton

have served this people.

Rev.
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George Reeves, present pastor.
Rev. A. Willitts is
the local preacher, and in the absence of the regular
supplies the pulpit. Present membership, fifty.

The Sunday-school

connected with this society was
about the time the class was formed, and
now has a membership of one hundred pupils and
twelve officers and teachers, with S. S. Dayton, C.
Butterworth, and A. Willitts alternating as superin
organized

tendents.

CHAPTER XXVIII.
EVESHAM TOWNSHIP.*
Geographical and Descriptive. — Evesham is one
of the original townships of the county, lying upon
the southeast border and bounded as follows : On the
east by Medford township, south and southwest by
Camden County, and on the north by Mount Laurel
township, and contains about twenty thousand acres
of land. In its original area it contained the town
ships of Mount Laurel, Medford, and a part of Lum
berton township.

Natural Features. — The surface of this township
is gently undulating, and in some portions quite level.
The soil of the northwestern part, though sandy, is
under a good state of cultivation.
The southeast
portion of the township is a gravelly loam, and to a
great extent is covered with a growth of small oak
and pine.
The south border of the township is
watered by the south branch of Little Egg Harbor
River, Kettle Run, Thannel Run, Black Run, and the
head-waters of the Rancocas water the rest of "the
township, except » small portion of the northwest
corner that is drained by the south branch of the Pen
saukin Creek.
Early Settlers and Pioneer Incidents.— The pio

neers of what there is left of the original township of
Evesham were the sturdy, honest yeomanry of Wales,
who came to this asylum for the oppressed about the
year 1685.

John, son of Robert Hunt, was born June 5, 1740,
March 17, 1763, to Esther Warrington, and
located in Evesham.
John, son of John Hunt, learned the blacksmith
trade of Joseph Matlack, then purchased of Samuel
Matlack a lot of land on the south side of Evans
Mountain, in Evesham township, where he built a
house, shop, etc.
He died June 30, 1824.
Thomas Evans, son of William Evans, the pioneer
of what is now Mount Laurel township, located in
married

what is now Evesham township, on the farm now oc
cupied by J. K. Evans, about two miles from Marlton
village, on the road to Medford.
He purchased a
tract of land of Margaret Cook, of Philadelphia, con

taining one thousand

acres.

Upon this tract, and on

i By W. H. Shaw.

the site now occupied

by

J. K.

Evans' residence, he

built his mansion, for it was a mansion in those days.
The door hangings aud other iron-work about the
house were the rudest and roughest imaginable, and
At the
were made by the blacksmith of that period.
rebuilding of the Evans temple the door-latch and
plate were preserved and placed upon the front door
of the present residence. Upon them are marked
his initials, thus : T E. After his settlement, to obviate
any future dispute about the title to his possessions,
he obtained a deed from the Indian chief or king
Himolin. This document is dated 1701. The signa
ture of Himolin is in his own hand, and the witnesses,
who were Indians, are in characters peculiar to each.
Thomas Evans was not only a farmer but a minister
of the Friends' Meeting, and preached for many years
in different places in this and other townships, and at
what is now known as Cropwell.
He was born 12th

of 12th mo., 1693, and died 21st of 1st mo., 1783. His
first wife was Esther Haines, and his second wife Mary
Charington.
The descendants of this Thomas Evans are now
scattered all over this township, as well as in other
parts of the country.
The Wulls tract of several hun
dred acres lies southeast of Marlton and south of the

Evans tract, and embraces the hamlet known as MilThe Joseph Eves and Jacob Lippincott tract
lay on the west side of the township, embracing the
village of Marlton. The Inskip tract lay between

ford.

Marlton and Evesboro', northwest part of the town
The Heulings tract lay north of the Evans and
east of the Inskip tract, northeast part of the town
ship, and the northwest corner of the township was
covered by the Freedom Lippincott tract.
Among the early settlers of what is now Evesham
were Abraham Heulings, Micajah Wills, Joseph

ship.

Eves, John Eves, Thomas Evans, Thomas Inskip,
and Joshua A. Lippincott. Hinchman Haines was also

among the early settlers of this township.
He was
a preacher or minister by profession and a tanner by
occupation, and it was often said of him, in a jocular
way, that he " saved the people's souls and tanned
their hides.''
He was, however, one of those brave,
industrious spirits that assisted in the opening up of
this country, and in doing so he acquired a competency
of this world's goods.

Early Mills, Etc.— There are but few mills of any
kind in Evesham, and were originally built at so early
a period that no one now living can give the date.
Evans'
saw-mill, in the southern part of the town
ship, at the head-waters of Back Creek, was built by
John Evans, father of Ezra Evans, the present
owner.

The Tomlinson grist-mill is also in the southern
part of the township, on
Back Creek; it was built
by Joseph Evans.
He sold to Joseph Jennings, and
Jennings sold to Engle
Brothers, who subsequently
sold to William I. Tomlinson & Co., the present pro
prietors.

EVESHAM TOWNSHIP.

Civil Organization. —The civil organization of this
township is not given in full, from the fact of the old
records being lost or destroyed. No doubt the organ
ization of this township dates as far back as 1690 or
the records in the town clerk's
office do not give the civil list prior to 1847, "when
Medford was taken off.
We, however, give a few of
the officers prior to that date, culled from an old
Committee" book.

1695, but at this time

"Township

OVERSEERS
1809.Daniel Braddock.
1809.StaceyHaines.
1809.Jonathan Quicksall.
1810.William Cowperthwaite
1810.Jonathan Haines.
1811.William Heulings.
1812.David Davis.
OVEKSEEKS

1821.Samuel Murch.
1821.John Collins.
OF HIGHWAYS.
1832.Josiah Stewart.
1832.Job Collins.
1833. Arthur Engle.
1833.Allen Jones,

1816.Jacob Lishman.
1818.ThomasHammitt.
1819.Reuben Luallen.
1819.Richard Borton.
1821.Gideon Ferguson.
1821.Thomas Ballinger.

1842.Samuel A. Middleton.
1843.John H. Dudley.
1814.Abraham Haines.
1844.Richard L. Cox.
1846.Nathan Evans.
1846.Job R. Kemble.
1846.Johu Leeks.
COLLE CTOR

3.,

1833.Johu Proud.
1834.Samuel Reeve.
1838.Thomas Peacock.
1839.Job Cales.
1839 Nathan Haines.
1839.Joseph I. Bates.
1841.Jonathan L. Powell.
1841.CharlesDeacon.
1841.William Wright.

1840.Benjamin H. Wills.
1812.Richard H. Lipincott

1810-28.Levi Shinn.
1826.Jonathan Haines.
1828.William Stokes.

LABO SERS.
1831.Joseph Joice.

1831.James Lewis.

;

I.

;

" At the town meeting held in the spring of 1847the following per
sons were electedto Bervefor the ensuing year: Assessor,John Leeds,
Jr.; Collector, Amos H. Lippincott Commissionersof Appeals,Joshua
Borton, Samuel Engle, William H. Rogers; Chosen Freeholders, Ezra
Davis;
Evans, Allen Jones; Overseersof Poor, Amos J. Marple, John
Township Committee, Josiah Evans, Charles^ain, Richard M. Hugg,
Surveyors
of Highways, David Darnell,
David Evans, Samuel Shreve
William C. Lippincott; Constable, James Goslin; Overseersof High
ways, Nathan Evans, Jr., for North District, William Jessup for Middle
District, Nathan Evans for South District; School Superintendent,Job
Haines, M.D.
"Attest

" Ezra Stokes, Clk.

" Brnjamin Buckman,
Moderator."

is

The township of Evesham included
and to 1872, the territory of what

:

1863-66.Stacy B. Haines.
1869.Francis S. Stratton.
1873.John S. Evans.
1874-78, 1882. Thomas B.
ford.
1879-81.C. StaceyBareford.

1800-61,1807-68,1870-72.Joseph
Atkinson.
1862.John P. Lippincott.

ASSESSORS.
1860-62.Joseph H. Borton.
1863-65.Amos J. Marple.
1866-68.Nathan H. Stokes.
1869-82.William L. Brown.

1848-51.John Leeds.
1852-53.Charles Stokes.
1854-55.Stacy B. Kirkbride.
1856.Josiah Roberts.
1857-59.Japhet B. Joyce,

COLLECTORS.
1866-6 Franklin C. Lord.
1869-71.Turner J. Risdon.
1872-75.Elwood Evans.
1876-80.Joseph Atkinson.
18x1-82.William Garwood.

FREEHOLDERS.

1809 John Haines.
1809.Abel Crispin.
1809-11. Lawrence Webster.
1809.Eli Evans.
1810.Micajah Lippincott.
1810 Aaron Lippincott.
1811.Joshua Bispham.
1812.Isaac Engle.
1812.Joshua RobertB.
1815.ThomasWilkins .
1815.Owen Stratton.
1816.Josiah Fort.
1816.Benjamin Lippincott.

1822.Uziah Borton.
1825.ThomasEdwards.

TOWN CLERKS.
1848-51.Charles Stokes.
1852-54.Ezra Stokes.
1855-57.Emmor Roberts.
1858-59.Samuel Taylor.

1848-51.Amos H. Lippincott.
1852-56.Nathan Evans.
1857-60.Reuben M. Stiles.
1861.ThomasW. Gardner.
1862.Albert C. Lippincott.
1863-65.Japhet B. Joyce.

OP POOR.
1812.Benjamin Davis.
1814.Joseph Evans.
1816.John N. Offley.
1816.William Buzby.
1817.William Eldridge.

list of the

1848 to 1882

:

Haines.

We herewith give
Laurel township.
principal officers of the township from

a

The Milford grist-mill was built by Joseph Burrow,
owned by J. U. Powell. This mill is
about two miles south of Marlton, at the head
waters of Back Creek.
There was at an early date a
tannery at Marlton, built and operated by Hinchman
and is now
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at this

time,
now Mount

1848.Allen Jones.
Freedom W. Lippincott,
1849-50.Ezra Evans.
Allen Jones.
1851.Samuel Shreve.
Josiah Evans.
1852-53.Josiah
1854-56.William Garwood.
1857-59.Charles Stratton.
TOWNSHIP

1800-62.William C. Lippincott.
1863-65.Emmor Roberts.
1866-68.Richard M. Hugg.
1869,1872-74,1878-80. Albertson
C. Lippincott.
1870-71.Ezra Evans.
1875-77.Francis S. Stratton.
1881.Joseph Evans.
1882.Ellis King.
COMMITTEE.

— Samuel Shreve,David Evans, Josiah Evans, Charles Kain, Josiah
1848.
Roberts.
1849-50— Samuel Shreve,Josiah Evans, Charles Kain, Josiah Roberts,
John B. Cox.
— Charles Kain, Josiah Roberts, Job Darnell, John B. Cox, Samuel
1851.
Engle.
— Josiah Roberts, John B. Cox, Job Darnell.
1852.
1853.—Josiah Roberts, Samuel Taylor, Samuel Engle.
— Samuel Taylor, Joshua Borton, GeorgeRoberts.
1854.
— Joshua Borton, Samuel Taylor, Thomas Lippincott.
1855.
—Joshua Borton, GeorgBRoberts, Abraham Haines.
1856.
1857.—Joseph Hooton, GeorgeRoberts, Thomas M. Harrison.
—Joseph Hooton, T. M. Harrison, Emmor Roberts.
1858-59.
1S60.—Emmor Roberts, David Darnell, Benjamin S. Kain.
— David Darnell, Benjamin S. Kain, David D. Griscom.
1861-63.
— David D. Griscom, Aat'on Darnell, Joseph Hooton.
1864.
1865.—D. D. Griscom, Richard M. Hugg, Thomas W. Gardiner.
1866.—T. W. Gardiner, John W. Buzby, D. D. Griscom.
1867-68.—
T. W. Gardiner, John W. Buzby, Amos J. Marple.
1869.—
J. W. Buzby, Reuben B. Sparks, William Garwood.
1870.—Mark H. Buzby, William Garwood, R. B. Sparks.
1871.—M. H. Buzby, W. Garwood, Samuel R. Evans.
1872-73.—
W. Garwood,R. B. Evans, William J. Evans.
—W. Garwood,Joseph Atkinson, Micajah R. Wills.
1874-75.
1876-77.—
W. Garwood. M. R. Wills, Albertson C. Lippincott.
1878.—W. Garwood,M. R.Wills, D. D. Griscom.
1879.—D. D. Griscom, Joseph M. Brick, Allen M. Evans.
— D. D. Griscom, Allen M. Evans, Richard Leeds.
1880-81.
1882.—John Engle, D. D. Griscom,Richard H. Leeds.
CONSTABLES.
1872-74—John Muir.
1875.Henry Lishman.
Thomas R. Wood.
1876.Henry Lishman.
1877.Thomas McNinney.

1848.Samuel H. Ellis.
1849-50.John Middleton.
1851-52,1854-59.James Goslin.
1853.John C. Schenck.
1860-63.Joseph J. Evans.
1864-71.Turner J. Risdon.
1866.John Griffin.

H. Lishman.
1878-81.—
Thomas C. McNinney.
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Villages and Hamlets. —Maelton, the principal
village in the township, is located in the northwest
portion of the township, on the line of the Medford
Branch of the Camden and Atlantic Railroad. The
land upon which it is located was once owned by Jo
seph Eves and Abraham Lippincott.
The discovery
of marl at this place by Abraham

Inskip,-

as he was

digging post-holes, led to its general use by the neigh
boring farmers as a fertilizer, and it rapidly came into
general use.
This accidental finding of marl at this
place gave to the town the name of Marlton. The

village was laid out as a town in 1814, and as late as
1830 it had not assumed very much the appearance
of a village. During that year it began to grow more
rapidly, and in 1840 it had thirty dwellings, two
The pioneer
stoites, two churches, and one tavern.
store in Marlton was opened by William Brick,
father of the present merchants of that name, at the
west end of the town.
He was soon followed in the
mercantile business by Isaac Stokes, in the store now
occupied by William Lord. Joseph Brick also opened
a store at the extreme west end of the town. The old
store building has been removed, though his widow
still owns the property. The next merchants at this
place were Lewallen & Mills.
Their store was to
wards the east end of the town. They were succeeded
by Samuel Tyler. The building is now occupied by
Thomas Bareford as an ice-cream saloon. The next
store Was that of Alexander C. Wills, near the centre
of the town, north side of Main Street.
The pioneer tavern of Marlton was kept by Henry
Bennett, in the upper or east end of the town, the
property now owned by Mary Lippincott.

The next tavern was kept by Samuel Swaim, on the
site of the present hotel, near the centre of the town.
Subsequent to the ownership of the tract by Eves and
Lippincott, covering Marlton, the tracts were subdi
vided, and that portion of the land upon which the
extreme west end of the town is situated was owned by
Solomon Saunders ; the next subdivison east of Saun
ders, covering the centre of the town, was owned by

James Mintis, a colored man ; and next east of Mintis, covering the balance of the town, was owned by
Franklin Vinecomb.
A portion of this last tract is
now owned by B. S. Kain.
The pioneer wheelwright

of Marlton was John
His shop stood on north side of Main Street,
opposite the present shop of B. S. Kain. Mr. Cooper
was succeeded in 1834 by Charles Kain. Mr. Kain
was succeeded in 1850 by his son, Benjamin S. Kain,
the present senior member of the firm of B. S. Kain
& Son. While Charles Kain was operating the old
Cooper shop, he built a portion of the shops now oc
cupied by his son, and B. S. Kain built the rest, where
blacksmithing and wheelwrighting are carried on in
Another of the wheelwrights
all their branches.
here was Samuel Foster. His shop was in the centre
of the town, now occupied by William Brown.
The
property is owned by Inskip Brick.
Cooper.

The pioneer blacksmith

of the town was Simeon
shop was at the east end of the town,
near where Kain's shop now stands. Charles Evans
near the centre of the
also had a blacksmith-shop
town, and William S. Kain's blacksmith- and wheel
Fostner.

His

wright-shop was at that time on South Street. The
next wheelwright and blacksmith was Charles Jones,
whose shop was also on South Street, on the present
Jones' shop. The old blacksmith-shop
of
site of
George Lewis was in the central rjart of the town,
and now owned by I. Brick.
The pioneer resident physician

in Marlton was Dr.
Previous to the location of Dr.
Joshua Whitall.
Whitall this people were supplied from Moorestown
by Dr. John Stokes and others, and by Dr. George
Haines, of Medford, and Dr. Henry, of Haddonfield.
The next to locate here was Dr. Benjamin Fisler, and
then Dr. E. B. Woolston.
John Collins and Job Bishop were the pioneer
shoemakers of this vicinity, and soon after them came
Martin Stiles, followed by Thomas Weaver and Ben
jamin Marple, and Joseph Collins was the pioneer
tailor.

The Medford Branch of the Camden and Atlantic
Railroad was opened for traffic to this place in the
early part of the fall of 1881.
The oldest person now living in Marlton is Mrs.
Mary French, widow of Charles French, and daughter
of Joseph Moore, after whom Moorestown was named.
She is now in her ninety-third year.
The business-places and public buildings of Marlton
1882, were as follows : Methodist Episcopal
" Friends' Meeting at CropChurch, Baptist Church,
well," public
school (brick building), a drug-store, by
William S. Zelly; two general stores, by H. & J. M.

in March,

Brick and William R. Lord; hotel, by U. Bareford;
three wheelwright's and blacksmith's shops, — Benja
min S. Kain & Son, Charles Jones, and John I. Brick;

ice-cream and confectionery store, three
doctors, — E. B. Woolston,
L. Downs, and P. V. B.
Stroud ; two shoemakers, — Samuel Bovvker and Jacob
Kremp; one railroad station. The population of the
barber-shop,

J.

village, according to the census of 1880, was three
hundred and thirty-nine.
Milford. — This is a small hamlet on the western
border of the township, about two miles south of
Marlton, where there is a grist-mill, built by Joseph
Burrow, and now owned by J. U. Powell. A Baptist
chapel, a mission of the Marlton Baptist Church, a
small store, blacksmith- and wagon-shop, and a few
dwellings.
Evesboro'.— Evesboro' is on the north border of
the township, about one and a half miles from Marl
ton. Here is a school-house, a Baptist mission school,
blacksmith- and
wheelwright-shop, and about a dozen
dwellings.

Marlton Baptist Church.1— The
1 By Rev. A. B. Still.

Evesham Baptist
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Church, now Marlton, received its name from the
township in which it was located, which had derived
its name from Evesham, England, from where the
first settlers in the township had emigrated.
It was
situated in a beautiful
and fertile country, about
twelve miles east of Camden, and about three-quar

felt the importance of being organized into a regular
Baptist Church, as their number had greatly increased
and they were too far from Mount Holly, the motherchurch, to attend there regularly.
Consequently a

ters of a mile east of Marlton. The country was first
settled by the Friends, and there was no church of
any other denomination in the entire township pre
vious to 1803, which then embraced what is now in
cluded in Medford, Mount Laurel, part of Lumber-

Baptist Church.
The council was attended by Sam
uel Jones, D.D., Revs. Peter Wilson, Isaac Carlile,

ton, and Evesham townships.

The following officers were appointed at the organ
For deacons, Joseph Evans,
For singing
Sr., Job Lippincott, and Amos Sharp.
clerk, John Downs, and for writing clerk, Eli Evans.
The church having been raised up through the in
strumentality of Rev. Alexander McGowen, he was
called to be their pastor. He moved to the vicinity
of the church, and he and his wife united with the
church by letter June 15, 1806.
He continued his
faithful and devoted labors with the church until
some time in 1815, and baptized forty-one into the
fellowship of the church, in addition to those he had
baptized in the vicinity previous to the organization
of the church. In the midst of many difficulties and
much opposition he was faithful to his calling, and
left a good record of his self-denying labors.
After

There was occasional preaching at the house of
Matthew Wilson, about three and a half miles east of
Marlton, previous to 1803, by Revs. Peter Wilson,
Isaac Carlile, Benjamin Hedger, and Alex. McGowen,
from the Pemberton Baptist Church, com
mencing probably as early as 1788 to 1790, but there
is no account of anything being accomplished, except
it may have been to prepare the way for the meetings
at Eves' Causeway.
The first account of Baptist
Eves'
preaching in the vicinity of Marlton was at
Causeway, three-quarters of a mile east of Marlton,
in ,an old school-house, about the 1st of October,
1803, which was brought about by some persons

ministers

religious
impressions, who desired Baptist
preaching, and sent to Mount Holly and invited
Rev. Alex. McGowen, then living there, to come and
preach for them. He heartily complied with their
invitation, and found a good and very attentive con
gregation ; and feeling that God was in the move
under

ment, he continued his appointment with an in
The congregation continued to
interest.
increase, and soon Joseph Evans and Lettice, his
wife, and Rebecca Troth made a public profession of
creasing

Christ by being baptized, which
a deep interest in the community, and
led many to search the Scriptures on the subject of
baptism, which was the means of leading a number
of others to follow the example of the Lord Jesus
their

faith in

awakened

Christ in being immersed.
The congregation and the society of Baptists in
creased so rapidly that the old school-house soon
too small to accommodate those who desired
to attend the meetings.
Therefore on the 1st of Au
gust, 1804, it was decided by them to make an effort
to build a meeting-house.
They secured a subscrip
became

tion amounting to five hundred and seventy-seven
dollars ; so that, by the exertion of some and the help
of others, a house was erected and inclosed at Eves'
Causeway, about three-quarters of a mile from Marl
ton, and was dedicated to the worship of Almighty
God the first Sunday in September, 1805, in the pres
The
ence of a large and respectable congregation.

Baptist meeting-house,

to be
house was built
under the control of the society, but to be free for
ministers of other denominations of good standing to
preach in when it was not needed for themselves.
Having secured a suitable place of worship, they
as a

council was called and convened on the 16th of No
vember, 1805, to recognize them as the Evesham

and Alexander McGowen, and the church duly recog
nized, consisting of forty-five members, nearly all of
whom were from the Mount Holly Baptist Church.
ization of the church.

he closed his labors with the church he moved to the
West, and it was reported that he died of injuries
received by an accident on the way.
The church
numbered sixty-eight at the close of his labors.
In the latter part of 1815 the Rev. John Sisty, of

Mount Holly, commenced to preach for the church,
his distance from the church
and, notwithstanding
and his appointments, about once a month, the church
continued to prosper under his faithful and devoted
On the 6th of June, 1818, nine members,
labors.
four males and five females, were dismissed to form
the Haddonfield Baptist Church.
He continued to
supply the church until March, 1819, and baptized
twenty-two.
After he closed his labors as regular
preached for the church
supply, he occasionally
when destitute, and did much to encourage them
in seasons of darkness and depression.
He was
ever esteemed

a wise

counselor

and

an efficient

He moved to Philadelphia, and had his
membership with the Haddonfield Baptist Church.
After he closed his labors with the church they
friend.

were supplied

occasionally by Rev. Peter Powell, of
Burlington, and other ministers, as they were able to
secure their service, until the spring of 1821, when
Brother Thomas Robinson, of Bustleton, Pa., visited
and preached for the church until August 25th, when
he was called to be pastor, and was ordained Sept.
He resigned Sept. 22, 1822, having bap
16, 1821.
tized one, and was dismissed to the church at Cape
He has since died.
May, November 3d.
From this time until February, 1825, the church
appears to have been left without any regular supply.
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Rev. Peter Powell then supplied the church for one
year, at a compensation of from one dollar to one
dollar and a quarter a Sunday, as they had funds.
The church was again left without any regular sup

ply until the latter part of 1828, from which time
until July, 1829, it was supplied again by Rev. Peter
Powell. During the period from November, 1822, to
January, 1830, the church became very much re
duced, five years of which there is no record in the
In 1825 there were
church-book of any meeting.
only forty-one members. There were eight years in
which there was no baptism.

These were dark and

the church ; yet there were a faithful
few who were accustomed to meet for prayer, and in
due time the Lord heard and answered their prayers.
N In December, 1829, Rev. Joseph Sheppard,
of
Mount Holly, was invited to preach for the church,

sad years with

and he continued his faithful and self-denying labors
with the church until June 14, 1834. With his labors
the church began to prosper, and increased in num

bers and the spirit of the Master; so that during his
years'
four and a half
labor the church received a

start in prosperity which has continued until the
present time. During a part of the time that he
preached for the church he was assisted in supplying
it by Samuel Hervey, a licentiate of the Haddonfield
Baptist Church.
He baptized thirty-two.
In May,
the church established a Sunday1834,

school, which has been kept up until the present, and
has been the means of doing much good. After
Brother Sheppard closed his labors, the church called
Samuel Hervey as their pastor, and he was
July following. He continued as pastor
until March 18,. 1838. He baptized sixteen. He was
a good and faithful minister, but was not permitted
Brother

ordained in

to be with the church as much as desirable, owing to
his other duties. He moved to Ohio, and nothing
special is known of his history.

In June, 1838, Rev. Marmaduke S. Earle, of Oyster
Bay, N. Y., commenced to preach for the church, and
continued for one year. During this time Rev. J.
M. Courtney, of Moorestown, came to preach for the
church, and continued the meeting from day to day
for three weeks. This was the first protracted meeting
held by the church. The members were gradually en
listed in the work by having the meeting appointed from
day to day, until they became so fully awakened in the
work that the anxious were invited out. A precious
revival was the result, and twenty-nine were baptized

A new condition
into the fellowship of the church.
of views and spirit was thus created in the church,
and during the spring and early part of the summer
of 1839 a large number brought their letters from
prominent
Moorestown,
among
whom were Elijah Bryant, Charles Kain, B. S. Kain,
R. B. Sparks, and Jason Heritage, who became very
efficient and useful members of the church.
The
church having thus become much strengthened in
Haddonfield

and

numbers and working

powers, they felt the need of a

larger house of worship, and of
being located in the
village of Marlton.
On the 28th of June, 1839, the church called Rev.
William B. Bingham to supply them for three months,
and he continued his labors with them until Decem
ber. He was a faithful and useful minister, and re
cently died in Pennsylvania.
On the 15th of August the church resolved to build
a new meeting-house in Marlton, feeling that it was
necessary for the good of the church and the glory of
God, and appointed a committee to take charge of
the work, consisting of Charies Kain, William Ed
wards, Elijah Bryant, John Warren, and George
Wisham, and by their persevering efforts a neat and
comfortable brick meeting-house, thirty-six by fortyeight feet, was built, and it was dedicated to the wor
ship of God Jan. 31, 1840, with appropriate services.
Rev. F. Ketchum preached the sermon. The church
had now obtained a more permanent standing than
ever before, and the blessing of God rested on them
in their efforts for his glory.
The Rev. J. M. Courtney was called to be pastor of
the church

Dec. 28, 1839, and immediately
com
menced his labors with the church in connection with
the Moorestown Church, at a salary of two hundred
and twenty-five dollars.
He continued his faithful

and zealous labors until July, 1841. The Lord greatly
blessed his labors, and the church grew in numbers
and efficiency.
He baptized fifty-nine. He moved

to Zanesville, Ohio, and died there.
On the 12th of September, 1840, the church adopted
the following resolution on temperance : "Resolved
that this church require perfect abstinence from the

of intoxicating drink as a beverage, from its pres
ent members as well as those who may be hereafter
received, and that all persons hereafter becoming
members of this church shall pledge themselves to
abstain as aforesaid."
use

Thus the church at this early period took a noble
stand on the temperance question, and had much to
do in laboring against the demoralizing influence of
intemperance in the community, and had
frequently
to deal with its members for becoming intoxicated.
On the 15th of May, 1841, the church added to the
Hampshire Church covenant, which
New
they
adopted, the following temperance clause : "That we
abstain from all intoxicating drinks as a
beverage,
and that we will discountenance aud discourage
the
same in others."
The church thus became a temper
ance organization, and took the position
that every
church should and must take before the great
curse
of intemperance can be banished from the country.

In

November, 1840, this church held a
meeting at
Tansborough, which lasted over two weeks, and re
sulted in the salvation of several
persons, some of
whom were the most influential in
the village, and
thus by its missionary spirit was
instrumental
in
gathering the material which gradually
increased

until it eventually

formed the Tansborough

Baptist
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The blessing of the Lord rested upon the
church endeavoring
to lengthen its cords and
strengthen its stakes. •

Church.

But while she was thus extending her labors to the
south, and there winning trophies for her master, a
work was going on to the east which resulted on the
14th of February, 1841, jn dismissing sixteen mem
bers to constitute the Medford Baptist Church.
The 3d of October, 1841, the church called Rev. N.
B. Tindall for three months, with the prospect of be
He immediately en
coming pastor of the church.
tered upon his duties with the church, but on the 8th
of January, 1842, declined to continue his services
with the church, in consequence of the salary offered

—three

hundred dollars — being insufficient.

The church was then supplied by different ministers
until June 5th, when Rev. I. W. Hayhurst, of Phila
delphia, became pastor of the church, in which rela
tion he continued for one year and eight months.
The Lord was with him in his labors, and the church
enjoyed a precious revival, and was rapidly built up
under his ministry.
He baptized forty. He has been
a useful and prominent minister in the denomination.
On the 28th of January, 1844, the church dismissed
eighteen of its members to constitute the Tansborough
Baptist Church.
By this means the church became
encircled with sister churches within five to eight
But while the field was thus
miles of Marlton.
circumscribed, there remained ample territory and
material to call for vigorous efforts to win souls to
Christ.
Soon after Brother Hayhurst closed his labors with
the church, they called Brother Alanson M. Tyler, of
Broad Albin, who took charge of the church April 1,
1844, was ordained May 16th, and just as he had fairly
entered upon his work with cheering prospects he was
taken sick, and died July 22d. He was much respected
and loved by all, and his death was sadly felt by the
The church, though saddened and depressed,
still felt like waiting upon God, and in the midst
of their sorrow were supplied by different ministers,
church.

who entered into sympathy with them, until April 1,
1845, when Rev. J. M. Challis, of Lower Dublin, Pa.,
entered upon his pastoral labors with the church, in
Baptist Church.
connection with the Moorestown

Through his faithful and judicious labors the church
He con
continued to be built up and strengthened.
tinued his labors with the church for seven years, and
did much good in building up the cause, although
there was no extensive revival in the church during
his pastorate. He was a man respected and beloved
He baptized thirtyby the church and community.
eight.

On the 15th of August, 1845, the name of the
church was changed from the Evesham to the Marl
ton Baptist Church, and measures were taken to have
On the 10th of January, 1847, James
it incorporated.
E. Wilson was baptized into the fellowship of the
and has since that time become a faithful
church
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and useful minister, and is at present pastor of the
Burlington Baptist Church.

After Mr. Challis closed his labors, the church de
cided to support a pastor the whole time themselves,
having previously supported one the most of the time
in connection with some other church; and on the 1st
of June, 1852, Rev. Charles E. Wilson, of Bridgeton,
entered upon his pastoral labors with the church, at

of four hundred dollars. He was a man well
adapted to the field, and his zealous and faithful
labors were much blessed. But after laboring for
one year and four months he closed his labors, much
a salary

to the regret

of the church, assigning as the reason
that he could not secure for his children the educa
tion that he desired.
During his short pastorate the
church enjoyed a precious revival, in which the Rev.

J. P. Hall

assisted him.
He baptized forty-one.
He
moved to Holmdel, where he was pastor for some time.
He has since died and entered into his rest.
He was immediately succeeded by Rev. J. R. Mur
phy, who entered upon his pastoral' work with the
church Oct. 2, 1853.
Being full of zeal, and at the
same time prudent in his labors, he grew in favor in
the church and community.
He continued his faith
ful and increasing useful labors for six years, during
which time the church was much strengthened in
numbers and influence.
During his pastorate three
revivals were enjoyed,— the first in February, 1854, in
which Rev. E. D. Fendall assisted about two Weeks ;
the second in January, 1857. in which the Rev. J. C.
Murrel assisted about five weeks, and many precious
souls were converted, and thirty-two added to the
church by baptism ; the third in January, 1859, in
which Rev. N. Judson Clark assisted for nearly three
weeks, and as a partial result thirty were baptized
into the fellowship
of the church.
He baptized
eighty-three into the fellowship of the church, and

left a good, strong, and united church. He left the
last of September, 1859, to take charge of the Salem
Baptist Church.
On the 16th of June, 1856, Deacon Charles Kain

fell asleep in Jesus, having served the church very
faithfully and efficiently as clerk, treasurer, trustee,
deacon, and in other important positions for more
than seventeen years. He was truly a good man, and
faithful in every good word and work for the upbuild
ing of the church. His name is revered, and the fruits
of his labors continue in the church.
On the 21st of July, 1859, measures were adopted
looking towards the securing of a parsonage, and a

committee was appointed for that purpose, but nothing
was accomplished until May 20, 1860, when the trus
tees were authorized to proceed to erect a parsonage.
A good and commodious one was erected near the
church, which has made a pleasant place for the pas
tors to live since that time.
On the 25th day of December, 1859, Rev. E. M.

Barker was called to be pastor, and entered upon his
labors with the church Jan. 15, 1860, and continued
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since that time, and is accomplishing a good work.
has been frequently used for prayer-meet
ings and preaching services.

The house

In May,

1863, a mission Sunday-school

was organ

ized at Milford, two miles south of Marlton, and in
the fall of 1869 a good and commodious chapel was

it,

built, and dedicated Jan. 9, 1870, for the use of the
Sunday-school, and for preaching and baptismal oc
casions. An interesting and prosperous school has
been constantly sustained in
and religious services
twice a week for the greater part of the time.
On the 3d of January, 1864, Rev. R. S. James, of
Camden, entered upon his pastorate with the church.
He was endowed with fine preaching abilities, and
being full of zeal and enthusiasm, he awakened an
a

enthusiastic spirit in the church, and was instrumental
large number to the church. During the
in adding
winter of 1865 and 1866 the church experienced the
a

it

most extensive revival that has occurred in her entire
result of
one hundred and fifteen
history, and as
were added to the church by baptism. He continued

is

1,

his labors until Oct.
1867, and baptized one hundred
At the close of his labors the church
and forty-two.
He has spent
numbered three hundred and sixteen.
the most of his time since then as professor in teach
at present preaching in Michigan.
ing, and
a

pastor until
After he left the church was without
March 25, 1868, when Rev. Miller Jones, of Moores
a

1,

town, entered upon his pastorate with the church, and
period of two
labored faithfully until March
1871,
years and eleven months.
A precious revival was

is

;

is

On the 10th of May, 1874, six members were dis
missed to unite in the constitution of the Berlin Bap
tist Church.
On the 1st of June, 1874, Rev. A. B. Still, of Dan
ville, Pa., entered upon his labors as pastor of the
church, and up to the present time has baptized
twenty-one. During the present pastorate the- church
has done much in improving the church property by
thoroughly repairing the meeting-house, the horsegood wood-house, and enlarging the
sheds, building
old burying-grounds, at
total expense of about one
thousand dollars, all of which has been paid.
In this brief history of the church
few facts of
interest remain to be stated. During the seventytwo years of its history six hundred and thirty-two
have been baptized into its fellowship, and if those be
counted who were baptized into the society
by Rev.
a

of the Sunday-school and other religious services.
The Sunday-school has been constantly sustained in

Alex. McGowen,

previous to the organization of the
church, the number would be about six hundred and
fifty, or an average of nine for each year of its entire
existence; and while the church has never become
very strong, numerically or financially,
has been
the mother from whom four other churches
were or
ganized, viz. Haddonfield, Medford,
Tansborough,
and Berlin, and has furnished a large
number who
have united with other churches.
During the seventy-two years of its history the
church has been served by faithful
pastors, or pastor
supphes, for about fifty-six years, and the
other six
teen years
has been supplied about half
the time
middling regular, and the other half but seldom
and
considerable part of
not at all.
The average
time of those who have served the
church as pastor
has been
little less than three years,

it

good works.
On the 20th of September, 1860, a mission Sundayschool was organized in Evesboro', one and a half
miles north of Marlton, and during the year 1868
they built a good and convenient chapel for the use

1,

in the summer of 1865 was instrumental in the hands
of God of raising up the church in Shamong, and two
of the members of this church were dismissed to unite
in the organization of the church there. He con
tinued to be a faithful and useful member of the
church, having served in it many important offices,
until Oct. 20, 1867, when he died, full of faith and

forty-eight.
pastor
He moved to Pennsylvania, and
of the Bridgeport Baptist Church.
He was succeeded by Rev. T. L. Bailey, of West
Chester, Pa., who commenced his labors with the
church June
1871, and on the 13th of July was or
dained pastor of the church with appropriate services.
The sermon was preached by Rev. James Trickett, his
good and faithful minister,
former pastor. He was
and a good worker in the Sunday-school
but owing to
his feeble state of health, he was not able to perform
the labor required for the best interest of the church.
He continued his labors as pastor for two years and
six months, and then supplied the church, in connec
tion with others, until June
1874.
He baptized
nine.
He moved to Reading, Pa., where he
now
living.
a

and other places, a council convened
June 30, 1864, and ordained him to the work of the
ministry.
He was faithful in his calling, and for a
time preached for the Medford Baptist Church, and

a

Tansborough

it

On the 20th of February, 1860, Deacon Elijah Bry
licensed to preach the gospel, and after em
ploying his gifts very acceptably in preaching at
ant

1,

good old age.

ers, owing to the large number removing from the
place, and the large number who had to be excluded
because they gave no evidence that they had ever
been converted, and has continued to decline unto the
present time, owing to the same causes.
He baptized

a

a

:

in several places, and is now living at Squan, at

during his ministry in numbers and in faithful work

it

labored faithfully to build up and establish the church
in the doctrines of the gospel. He baptized eleven.
He has been a good and efficient minister and pastor

enjoyed in the winter of 1869, in which twenty-seven
were added to the church by baptism. Notwithstand
ing his faithful labors, the church began to decline

a

to labor faithfully with the church until September,
He
1863, a period of three years and eight months.

a
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But they have all proved faithful to their Master,
and while some of them have died, and their record
is on high, the rest of them are faithfully laboring in
different parts of the country to build up the kingdom
of Christ.
Some of the pastors of the church were
much more successful in adding numbers to the
church by baptism than others, yet in the work ac
complished for the good of the church, in building up
the cause of Christ, there has not been so great a dif
ference ; for while some have been successful in reap
ing, others have been in sowing, and in training those
who were gathered in for usefulness.
The church at an early period in her history com
menced to contribute towards the various benevolent
objects of the denomination, and has contributed
regularly and liberally to the most of them. She feels
an interest in the work of the denomination at large,
and has a regular time to make her contributions to the
various

benevolent

objects, and attends to the work

without the aid of agents.
The church at present is very much scattered, and
feels deeply the loss of many of the best workers, who
have either moved away or died, and the
many of the best workers who remain are
middle of life, and are fast sinking Into the
of old age. And thus while many who were
members of the church have passed away

fact that
past the
shadows

formerly
to their
blessed reward, others are rapidly pressing upon the
borders of eternity.
The present officers of the church (1881) are: Pas

tor, Rev. Henry Bray ; Clerk, I. N. Garwood ; Treas
urer, B. S. Kain; Deacons, B. S. Kain, James Mit
chell, and Charles T. Peacock ; Trustees, R. B. Sparks,

J. B. Cox, B. S. Kain, William Alcott, Levi Ellis,
Samuel Taylor, and Jacob Joyce.
Friends'

Meeting at Cropwell. —The meeting
house of this Society of Friends is located about
three-quarters of a mile west of the village of Marl
ton, and named no doubt from a meeting of the same
name in England.

This society was organized, as near as can be ascer
tained, about the year 1760, when a meeting-house
suitable for the small congregation was built. Among
the original members we find the names of Enoch
William Reeve, Thomas Lippincott. John
Haines, Jacob Evans, John Roberts, Joseph Evans,
John Evans, Thomas Stokes, Samuel Lippincott, and
Amos Asherd.
The first preacher or minister was
Martha Alleuson. The present brick meeting-house,
thirty-five by sixty feet, was built in 1816.
A school-house was built when the society was
organized, and for many years was the only schoolhouse in this vicinity, and school kept there till 1870.
There is nb minister with this society at present.
Present value of church property, $3000; present
Joseph Evans.
membership, 112 ; trustee for 1882,
Church1 is cenEpiscopal
Marlton Methodist
Evans,

1 By Rev. Isaac Cook.
21
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trally located on the main street in the town of
Marlton, N. J. It is a large, two-story, well-furnished
containing class-rooms, gallery, vestibule,
and pulpit recess, ornamented with a high steeple,
The main audiencecontaining a fine church-bell.
room will seat four hundred persons comfortably ;

structure,

present value is about eight thousand dollars.
This
church was formerly under the charge of preachers on
Medford Circuit, of which it formed a part until the

Under the direction of Rev. G. F. Brown,
presiding elder of the district, it was set off as a station
or separate charge, Rev. George A. Raybold as pastor,
who was soon succeeded by the Rev. Jesse Stiles, since
which time the following preachers have served them

year 1858.

in the order named : Rev. J. Vannote, Rev. William
T. Abbott, Rev. Robert M. Stratton, Rev. George L.
Dobbins, Rev. William B. Culliss, Rev. D. H. Schock,
Rev. George L. Dobbins (second term), Rev. J. E.
Adams, Rev. George W. Smith, Rev. S. W. Lake,
Rev. G. W. Newton, Rev. S. H. Asay, Rev. N. Ed
wards, Rev. J. W. Morris, Rev. D. Stewart, Rev.
Charles H. Elder, Rev. W. W. Carhart, Rev. Charles
H. Elder, and Rev. Isaac Cook. The present church
building was erected in 1859, under the pastorate
of Rev. J. Vannote.
The old church building was
removed from the present site, and is now occu
pied as a dwelling and cabinet-shop in the town.
The first official board was John P. Burnett and God
frey Hancock, class-leaders ; Dr. B. F. Tisler, M. B.

Hopkins, T. M. Harrison, Josiah Matlack, and Abel
Evans, stewards ; Edward Sharp, superintendent Sab
bath-school, and there were on the rolls about eightyfive members. The Sabbath-school reported : Officers
and teachers, male, 10 ; female, 9 ; total officers and
teachers, 19 ; scholars, 60 ; volumes in library, 85.
The present church membership is 75, and scholars in
the Sabbath-school,
80 ; officers and teachers, 14 ;
volumes in library, 400 ; present pastor, Rev. Isaac
Cook.
Schools. —The first school in this township was that
connected with the Friends' Meeting at Cropwell.
As in all other instances at that early date, 1760,
the Friends organized a school and built a school-

house wherever they built a meeting-house or organ
ized a society. Their school-house stood then where
their school-house now stands, near the meeting

This was the only school in this vicinity for
time, and a school was kept here till 1840,
when the Friends embraced the popular idea of free

house.

a long

schools.
The next move in education here was the building
of a union school-house on the south side of South
Street. Among the first teachers in this school-house
was Joshua Haines, who taught here in 1830.

The old union school-house remained for several
years, when a suitable lot was purchased of Benja
min S. Kain, in the centre of the town of Marlton,
and the new and beautiful brick building erected
thereon.

324

HISTORY OF BURLINGTON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

We herewith give a few extracts from the report
of the State Board of Education in 1880 :
London Grove District, No. 79. — Total amount
received from all sources, $348.43 ; value of school
property, $500; number of children between five and
eighteen years of age, 105 ; months' school, 9 ; num
ber of scholars registered, 89 ; average attendance,
49 ; capacity of school-house, 65 ; female teachers, 1 ;
monthly salary, $35.
Pine Grove District, No. 81.— Total amount
received from all sources, $419.97 ; value of school
property, $1000 ; number of children between the
age of five and eighteen years, 110 ; months' school,
9 ; number of scholars registered, 86 ; average attend
ance, 36 ; capacity of school-house, 55 ; male teach
ers, 1 ; monthly

salary, $42.75.

Marlton District,

No. 82. — Total amount re
all sources, $2258.17 ; value of school
property, $5500 ; number of children between five
and eighteen years of age, 170 ; months' school, 10 ;
number of children registered, 143 ; average attend
ance, 74 ; capacity of school-house,
136 ; female
ceived from

teachers, 2 ; monthly salary, each $35.

Jacques Bridge District, No. 83. — Total amount
received from all sources, $300 ; value of school prop
erty, $600; number of children between five and
eighteen years of age, 41 ; months' school, 9 ; number
of children registered, 20
capacity of school-house,

;

average attendance,
female teachers,

40 ;

9 ;
1;

monthly salary, $29.33.

Milford District,

No. 84.— Total amount re
all sources, $365.35 ; value of church
property, $600 ; number of children between five and
eighteen years of age, 108 ; months' school, 8.3 ; num

ceived from

ber of scholars registered, 59 ; average attendance, 23 ;
capacity of school-house, 100 ; male teachers, 1 ;
monthly salary, $25 ; female teachers, 1 ; monthly
salary, $25.

Societies and Corporations. — Crusade Lodge,
No. 17, I. O. OF G. T., was organized in the village of
Marlton, N. J., Sept. 13, 1875, with the followingnamed charter members : N. H. Curtis, C. J. Lynam,
Debbie Kain, Sallie Lippincott, Ella Kain, Louisa
Miller, A. B. Still, George W. Titcomb, J. E. Sowby,
T. F. Middleton, Martin Horner, Mary Chew, J. W.
Morris, John Lynam, William Liber, Samuel Braslington, Charles Frazor, Lottie W. Haines, Ida Garwood,
Arsson Bell, and Robert Bishop.
The following names comprise the officers of the
lodge for the first term : W. C. T., A. B. Still ; W. V.
T., Debbie Kain; W. C, J. W. Morris; W. Sec, J.
E. Sowby; W. F. Sec, Martie Horner; W. Treas.,
C. J. Lynam; W. M., William Curtis; W. D. M.,
Sallie W. Lippincott; W. O. G., George W. Titcomb;
P. W. C. T., Thomas W. Middleton.
The successive presiding officers have been J. E.
Kain, John Sowby, William Milliman, George W.
Titcomb, Walter Fowler, Charles Kain, J. B. Cox.,
Mark Beckley, John Lyber, E. B. Shinn, John C.

Powell, Harry Albright, John Mitchell, W. H. Mc
Ninney, Charles Venuel, William Vennel, and Jus
tine Heritage.
The regular meetings of this lodge are held on
Monday evening of each week in Brick's Hall, in the
village of Marlton. Present membership, thirty-nine.
The officers for the present term (March, 1882) are
as follows : Justine Heritage, W. C. T. ; Ida Shinn,
W. V. T. ; John C. Powell, W. C. ; William H. Mc
Ninney, W. S. ; Susie Sharp,, W. F. S. ; Anna Brick,
W. T. ; Daniel Haines, W. M. ; Anna Alcott, W. D.
M. ; Charles Albright, W. I. G. ; Debbie Kain, W.
O. G. ; William Vennel, P. W. C. T.
There were also two other organizations in Marlton
in 1882, viz., Mutual Lodge, No. 82, I. O. of O. F.,
and Modoc Tribe, No. 48, I. O. of R. M., of which
G. E. Lewis was secretary.
The data, promised by
him for sketch of the two lodges was not furnished
publishers.

Chosen Friends Lodge, No.

20,

K. of P. — This

lodge of Pythian knighthood is located in the village
of Marlton, and was instituted March 16, 1869, with
the following charter members, viz.: John S. Carpen
ter, William Garwood, Josiah Matlack, J. E. Kain,
F. S. Stratton, Henry Brick, John Muir, Alfred Strat

Uzziah Bareford, John Rutherford, John J.
Brick, Eli Wills, Isaac Frazer, Thomas McManus,
E. M. Sowby, C. Fitzgerald, and J. W. Atkinson.
The officers for the first term were as follows : John S.
Carpenter, P. ; William Garwood, C. C. ; Josiah Matlack, V. C. ; Frank Stratton, K. of R. and S. ; J. E.
Kain, M. F. ; Henry Brick, M. of E. ; John Muir,
M. A. ; C. Fitzgerald, I. S. ; and Isaac Frazer, O. S.
The succeeding presiding officers have been J. W.
Atkinson, John Muir, E. M. Sowby, S. E. Wells, F.
S. Stratton, S. L. Sharp, H. B. McNinney, J. E. Kain,
G. S. Smith, A. F. Wiltshire, L. Evans, S. A. Vennel,
Nehemiah Stiles, D. G. Smith, J. Morrison, Thomas
Wills, T. B. Bareford, T. R. Wood, B. H. Moore,
Isaac Jones, J. J. Cowperthwaite, Gustavus Phifer,
and F. H. Smith.
The regular meetings of the lodge are held on
Thursday evening of each week in Pythian Hall, at
Marlton, with a present membership of sixty-four.
The present officers are Louis Holtz, C. C. ; M. C.
Wells, V. C. ; G. D. Hornan, P. ; P. V. B. Shroud,
M.D., K. of R. and S. ; S. A. Vennel, M. F. ; E. M.
Sowby, M. E. ; Wellington Dumphey, M. A.; Ernest
Holtz, I. S. ; Nehemiah Stiles, O. S. ; Trustees, Ellis
King, C. B. Lake, and G. D. Hornan.
ton,
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SKETCHES.

EVANS.

Elizabeth

Evans emigrated from
Wales about 1677, and were the first
settlers of Eves
ham township, Burlington Co., N. J.
There being

&kl&).$<tfZ<szJ,

,,

Digitizatian Support fram

OrigiilKll from

MICROSOFT

YALE !JNIVERSITY

,,

Digitizatian Support fram

OrigiilKll from

MICROSOFT

YALE !JNIVERSITY

Digitization Support from

Original from

MICROSOFT

YALE UNIVERSITY

EVESHAM TOWNSHIP.
no houses at that time, and the country a wilderness,
inhabited only by the native Indians, they were
obliged to live in a cave for a time, and settled near

Mount Laurel. Elizabeth was a minister in the So
ciety of Friends. They had two sons — Thomas, born
Dec. 12, 1693, died in February, 1783 ; and John— and
one daughter, Jane.
William Evans, the progenitor of the family here,
Dec. 23, 1728.
His son John inherited the
homestead, and from him descended John and Wil
liam, who held lands adjacent the Evesham meeting
The eldest
house, now in Mount Laurel township.

died

son, Thomas, resided where Joseph K. Evans resides
in 1882, near Marlton, and bought of Margaret Cook,
of Philadelphia, one thousand acres.
He afterward,

in 1801, secured a deed of the same from the Indian
chief Himolin.
He left a small Bible, bought by
him in 1731, which is now in the hands of Joseph
Evans, and also a large English Bible in 1775, brought
by his father from Wales, to be handed down through
He was a minister.
the eldest son in regular line.
He married his first wife, Esther Haines, Oct. 1,

who bore him children, — William, born 1716 ;
Elizabeth, 1718; Isaac, 1721; Esther, 1723; Jacob,
He married his second
1725 ; and Nathan, 1727.
wife, Rebecca, daughter of Joshua Owen, at the Bur

1715,

lington Monthly Meeting of the Friends, in 1730, who
died Sept. 16, 1773, having borne him four children,
—Joshua, born 1731 ; Caleb, 1736 ; Jemima, 1738 ;
Martha, 1742. Of the above children, William mar
ried in 1738, Sarah, daughter of John Roberts, and
Their children were John, born 1739 J
died in 1761.
Hannah,

1740 ;

Enoch, Feb.

Mary,

1748 ; Rebecca,

1758;

and William,

27, 1744 ;

Esther, 1745 ;

1753 ; Deborah,

1755 ; Sarah,
these children,
Enoch married in 1769, Mary, daughter of Joseph
Wilcox, who died in 1785. His second wife was
Elizabeth Haines, who died without issue Sept. 9,

in

1760.

Of

1805.
He died May 29, 1818, leaving the following
children : Joseph, born 1770 ; John, born Feb. 17,
1774 ; Lydia, 1777, wife of Joshua Stokes ; Joel, 1780 ;
Of the above, John was father
and Thomas, 1783.
of Ezra Evans, and owned some three hundred and
forty acres of land, now comprising the two farms of
William J. and Joseph Evans, his grandsons.
He left to his son Ezra the homestead, and built a
brick house about 1820 on another part of the farm,
John Evans was
where he settled his son William.
a noted surveyor, publicly identified with the inter
ests of the township and county, and served in the
He married, Feb. 12, 1799, Re
State Legislature.
who was
becca, daughter of Hugh Cowperthwaite,
born Aug. 22, 1778, and who bore him children, —

Ezra, born June 26, 1800, died Nov. 14, 1879; Lydia,
born in 1804, wife of David Rogers, died in 1827 ;
William, born Jan. 27, 1806, died Dec. 8, 1863; Mary,
born 1808, wife of David Darnell, died 1871 ; David,
born in 1810, died in 1875 ; and Deborah C, born in
Lippincott.
became the wife of William C.
1816,
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William, above mentioned son of John Evans,
spent his life a farmer, added to the real estate given
him by his father, was a member of the Cropwell
Meeting of the Society of Friends, and lived a quiet
life. He never sought any pub
licity, and was never identified with the public busi
ness of his township.
He was among the founders of
the Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank of Camden, and
one of the originators of the Marlton and Camden

and unostentatious

turnpike.

His wife Susan, whom he married in 1834, was a
daughter of Joseph and Rebecca Evans, and de
scended through Thomas, Jacob, and Thomas and
Esther, from William and Elizabeth Evans, the first
settlers of the family from Wales.
She resides in
Marlton in 1882. Their children are John, died in
1866, aged twenty-one years ; Joseph, succeeded to his
father's homestead ; and William J. Evans, purchased
the old homestead of his uncle Ezra, where he resides.
Ezra Evans, eldest son of John Evans and Re
becca Cowperthwaite, inherited the homestead from
his father, as before stated, where he resided until
1848, when he purchased of Isaac Stokes the brick

house and grounds now the residence of ex-Sheriff
Lippincott, in Marlton, and there resided until his
death. He was never married.
Ezra Evans was one

of the most influential and highly esteemed citizens
of Burlington County.
He seemingly succeeded his
father in the public business of the township, served
as freeholder and in the other various local offices,
and .two terms in the State Legislature.
He was a
surveyor, conveyancer, and master in chancery, and
was constantly employed in the public business of
His promptness in business
township and county.
and good judgment led his fellow-townsmen to place
full confidence in him, and he was frequently selected
as administrator,
executor, and counsel.
He was
liberal of his means, secured a fortune, and upon his
death gave it to his relatives.
Ezra Evans was the
friend of the honest poor man, and few, if any, ever

asked him for aid without receiving it. In his death
Evesham township lost one of its noble-minded citi
zens, one of its public benefactors, and one of its
most upright men. He was among the foremost in
Farmers' and Mechanics'
Bank of Cam
founding the
den, and in putting forward the Marlton turnpike, of
which latter he was secretary and treasurer until a
year before his death, when he was succeeded by his

nephew, William J. Evans, who is also a director of
the First National Bank of Camden, N. J.

ZEBEDEE

M. WILLS.

William Penn and. others conveyed one whole
of land in Evesham township, Burlington
Co., N. J., to Richard Mew, Francis Collins, and
Richard Bull on June 1, 1677. By releases from the
other owners, Richard Mew became sole owner of
two-sevenths of the whole share. This property was

share
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heired by his son, Noel Mew, who located two thou
sand one hundred and thirty-eight acres, which were
divided among his children, —Richard, Mary, wife of
Stephen Wanton,
Michael Wanton, and Patience.
son of Michael, sold, Aug. 4, 1737, one thousand
eight hundred and eighty-eight acres of this land to
James Wills, the progenitor of the family in Eves
ham and the founder of the Wills homestead in the
township.
James Wills conveyed by deed nine hun
dred and thirty-four acres the same year to James Lip
pincott, and in 1746 he also sold and conveyed by deed
to his son Micajah three hundred and eighty-six acres.

Micajah willed this land to his son Zebedee,
who in turn, in 1825, willed a part of it to his son,
Zebedee M., subject of this sketch, and he, in 1863,
willed that part to his son, its present owner, Zebedee
R. Wills. Zebedee M. Wills built the brick house, a
part of the present residence, in 1819, and the wooden
part was erected by his ancestors a century and a half
ago. The James Wills above alluded to was born in
1655, and was the eldest son of Dr. Daniel Wills, the
progenitor of the family in New Jersey, from North
ampton, England. Dr. Daniel Wills came to New
"
Jersey in the ship Kent" in 1677, the first ship that
brought settlers to West New Jersey. To him and
Thomas Olive was conveyed by deed signed by Wil
liam Penn, dated Jan. 22, 1676, one nine-thousandth
part of all West Jersey, and he located six hundred
acres
in Northampton
township, Burlington
Co.,
J.,
on
Rancocas
N.
the
Creek, the home of his de
scendants since. Dr. Daniel Wills and Thomas
connected with William
Olive were prominently
Penn in forming his treaty with the Indians.
The first Zebedee above mentioned, born in 1756,
died in August, 1825.
He married Priscilla Moore,
who was born in 1762, died in 1815, and who bore
him children, — Rebecca, born in 1784, wife.of Clayton
Haines, of Medford; Amy, born in 1787, died unmar
ried; Priscilla, born in 1789, wife of Isaac Nicholson,
of Haddonfield ; Zebedee M., subject of this sketch ;
Hannah, born in 1794, first the wife of John Gard
ner, and after his death of Samuel Eves, of Medford;
Joab, born in 1796, a farmer on a part of the home
stead; Micajah, born in 1799; Sarah, born in 1802,
became the wife of Dr. George Haines, of Medford ;
and Elizabeth, wife of Benjamin H. Wills, of Med

In

1797,

ford.
Zebedee Wills was an influential citizen, a man of
good judgment, often selected by his fellow-men as ad
He
viser, arbitrator, and to fill many public offices.
with his family attended the Evesham Meeting at

Mount Laurel. During his time the covered car
riage and springs were unknown, and the quaint old
It is said of him that
vehicles were in common use.
a distance of four
miles, driving his team of oxen hitched to a covered
wagon. In common with other large farmers, he
kept slaves. When the war was waging for the in
dependence of the colonies he refused to enter the

• he attended the meeting regularly,

service on account of his religious belief, and secreted
himself to prevent being pressed into the army.
Zebedee M., son of Zebedee Wills, was born on the
homestead, Sept. 9, 1791, and died Feb. 2, 1866.
Al
though he had limited opportunities for any education
from books while a boy, yet in early life he acquired
a name among his fellow-citizens
for marked ability
in business matters, good judgment, and sterling in
tegrity. When he had just passed his majority he was
selected from the Evesham Meeting as one of the dele
gates to the Chesterfield Meeting to settle the differ

ences then arising in the Friends' Society, and from
that time until his death his public services were the
every-day acts of his life. His quick perception and
ready ability, his far-seeing judgment and safe counsels
while yet a young man led his townsmen to honor
him with various places of trust and responsibility,
and besides holding minor offices of the township he
was elected a justice of the peace, which office he held
for many years, served as judge of the Court of Com
mon Pleas for twenty-six years, as master in chancery
for forty years prior to his decease, and one term in
the State Legislature. So great was the public con
fidence in the honesty of Zebedee M. Wills that he
was administrator and executor of thirty-three dif
ferent estates at one time, besides being guardian and
trustee. The rapidity and exactness exercised by him
in conveyancing and the execution of legal papers
often attracted the attention of learned judges and
lawyers, and made his name and association common
with them. He was a very intimate friend of Gen.
Jackson, who often sought counsel with him, and it
is said that for his high esteem of that gentleman's
public services he presented him with a white horse

valued at two thousand dollars.
Mr. Wills was iden
tified with the State Bank of Camden and a director
of the Mount Holly Fire Insurance Company.
He
was united in marriage March 25, 1818, to Rachel,
daughter of William and Mary
(Davis) Rogers, a.
granddaughter of William Rogers, an elder in the
Friends'
Society at Evesham (now Mount Laurel),
and a regular descendant from John Rogers, the pro
genitor of the Rogers family in New Jersey.

Mary

was also an elder in the Friends' Society.
Rachel Rogers was born on the* Rogers homestead,
near Mount Laurel, Feb. 27, 1791, was a devoted
wife,
mother, and Christian woman, and died April 20, 1868.
Their children were Mary C, the wife of Marmaduke
Lippincott, who died Oct, 29, 1844; to them were
born two children,— Elizabeth A., born Sept.
Davis

8, 1838,

married Samuel, son of Benjamin and Lydia
Cooper,
of Camden, Dec. 3, 1857 (they have two
Mary and Randolph), and Zebedee W. J., born
Dec.
19, 1840, unmarried.
Martha Ann, died at the age of
eighteen years. Zebedee
R., born July 17, 1827, suc
ceeded to the homestead
property, is a representative
farmer, stock dealer from Canada and New
York State
for twenty years, and was one of
the founders of the
grange movement in Burlington
County.
He mar-
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of Benajah and
Martha Ann (Fennimore) Powell, of Mount Holly,
and has two sons, — Benajah, a farmer, real estate and

ried, in 1850, Mary B., daughter

stock dealer, was born Oct. 27, 1851, married Sept. 21,
1876, Anna, daughter of Richard and C. Caroline
Wain, of Cream Ridge, Monmouth Co., N, J. (they
have one child, Mabel, born June, 1877), and Zebedee
M., for seven years assistant secretary and treasurer

of the Philadelphia and Kaighn's Point Ferry, was

July 11, 1853, is now private secretary to
one of the most prominent citizens of the county;
he is also interested in the lumber business and cran

born

Another son of Zebedee M. Wills is
William W., who died Jan. 14, 1878, aged forty-nine
years, leaving a widow, Lydia L. Haines, and four

berry culture.

children, William W., Robert
who reside in Marlton.

C,
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was born on the farm at Mullica Hill, Jan. 1, 1825,
removed with his parents to Waterford township, and
since that time has carried on general farming, suc
ceeding his father in the possession of his property.
He married, March 10, 1859, Abigail R., daughter

of David Sharp and Martha Rogers, of Evesham.
Martha Rogers was a daughter of Samuel E. Rogers,
of Mount Holly. Abigail R. Sharp was born Dec.
Their children are Martha Ann, David S.,
15, 1833.
William R., John M., and Abigail R. Haines.
Mr. Haines is a representative farmer, a man of
correct habits and uprightness of character in all the
relations of life.
The family are connected with the
Society of Friends at Cropwell.

Helen, and Laura,

CHAPTER XXIX.
WILLIAM

HAINES.

FLORENCE

His

John Haines, resided in
great-grandfather,
Delaware
Camden Co., N. J., on the
township,
border of Evesham township, Burlington County,
and was the first settler of the family on that home
stead so far as is known.

His

children were John,

Joshua, Anner (who became the wife of
Lippincott, of Evesham), Mary (wife of
David Davis, of Evesham), Nancy (wife of Evan
The latter were the parents
Dudley, of Evesham).
of the celebrated lawyer, Thomas H. Dudley, of
Camden County, N. J. The farm upon which he
resided is now owned by John Lippincott, and occu
pied by Paul Lippincott.
John, eldest son of John, married Elizabeth Moore,
Samuel,
Samuel

succeeded to the homestead, and there spent his life.
His children were Benjamin, a farmer in Evesham,

deceased; Keturah, wife of Joseph K. Lippincott
(both died in Haddonfield) ; Rachel, wife of Reuben

Roberts, of Haddonfield ; Mary, unmarried, deceased ;
Bethuel, died a young man ; John M., a farmer on
the homestead, married Sarah, daughter of Joseph
Evans, a descendant of William Evans, who emi
grated from Wales and settled in Evesham township,
deceased ; and Reuben Haines, father of our subject.
eightyReuben Haines died Dec. 23, 1876, aged nearly
daughter
years.
of
William
one
His wife, Ann,
Hooton and Hannah Kay, died Dec. 22, 1879, in her
eighty-first year. After this marriage, Nov. 16, 1820,
they settled on a farm — a part of his father's estate —
at Mullica

Hill, in

County, N. J., where
when they purchased fifty

Gloucester

¦they resided until 1842,
acres of land in Waterford township, Camden County,
To this purchase he added,
adjoining Evesham.
making a farm of three hundred and eleven acres,

He was
on during his active life.
business
man, and devoted his life
a thoroughgoing
One son and one daughter
to agricultural, pursuits.
died in infancy, leaving William, the only surviving
William Haines
child heir to his father's estate.
which he carried

TOWNSHIP.

Situation and Boundaries. — Florence is located
border of the county, a little east of

on the northern

the centre east and west.

It

is bounded north by the
south by Spring

Delaware River, east by Mansfield,
field, and west by Burlington.

Topographical

and Descriptive. —Florence

is a

small but well-settled township, within easy and direct
communication with Philadelphia by both rail and
water. Its surface is generally level, though in some
portions

The soil is rich and
gently undulating.
well cultivated, and on all sides are seen evidences of
thrift, enterprise, and prosperity.
One of the smaller townships of Burlington County,
the greatest distance across Florence is about four
miles and a half from its northwestern to its south
eastern extremity.
It is about three miles from its

The Amboy
eastern to its western boundary line.
Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad crosses the
township in a southwestern direction, many of its
The principal
trains stopping at Florence Station.
highways in Florence are the Bordentown road, the
Old York road, the Columbus road, the Jackson

ville road, and the Columbus and Burlington road.
The northern boundary of the township is washed
by the Delaware, and Kincora Creek flows along a
portion of its eastern limit.
Settlement. — Just who was the first to settle within
the present limits of Florence, when he came, and
where he located it would be difficult, probably im
That some of the Burlington
possible, to ascertain.
settlers owned land extending into this township as
now bounded is thought to be more than probable,
and it is believed that some one or more of them early
located on the present site of the village of Florence.
the early period of the history of Burlington
County nothing more can be said of the territory now
embraced in Florence.
Among the early settlers was the Richardson fam-

In
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ily, who owned a large tract near the Ashby mill as
The first of the family of whom any
early as 1770.
thing is now known was John Richardson, who mar
ried Phebe White, about 1762, and\had a large family.
Some of his children were named Ann1, John2, Joel3,
Ann1 married
Mary1, Sarah5, Hannah6, and Martha7.
Abel Gaskill aud located in Springfield, at or near

Jacksonville, where her husband was

a farmer.

She

had a somewhat numerous family, now much scat
tered. John2 married and lived at Bustleton, and had

children, —Joel, John, Ann, Julia Ann, and Rachel.
Joel married Miss Grant, lived in Burlington, and
had a family.
John removed to the West. Ann
became the wife of James Jackson, a farmer of Flor
Julia Ann married
ence, and had no children.

Michael Dubel and removed to Burlington. Rachel
married John Taylor, of Burlington, and had chil
dren. Joel3 married and remained in Florence, where
he was known as a farmer ; his only son, Charles,
Mary*
went to the Northwest.
married
Philip
Speachus, a farmer, and lived near Burlington ; her

he held the office of justice of the peace or was a law
yer or both.
He married and had descendants, of
whom one was John Kale, who died young.
Chris
topher and Henry Kale were also early in the county,
and old documents upon which the name of Henry
Kale appears show him to have been one of the
He owned
sturdy pioneers of what is now Florence.
two hundred and forty acres of land along the present
line of the Amboy Division of the Pennsylvania Rail
road, which when he located upon it was covered
with a growth of oak and hickory timber.
He
cleared a farm, which he improved, and upon which
he died. His children were named Henry, Charity,
John, and Joseph. Henry married Ann Schuyler,
and lived and succeeded his father on the homestead.
His children were Joseph, Henry, John, and William.
Joseph and Henry died young. John lived on a por
tion of the family homestead some years, and is now
William married Mary Louisa
a resident at Florence.
Hamlin, and lives on a portion of what was once his

children were Henry, John, Elizabeth, Janet, Phebe,
and Sarah Speachus. Henry married Louisa Schuyler,
lived on his father's homestead, and had a large
family.
John, a shoemaker, lives in Burlington.

He has children, — Henry, John, and
Charity married Godfrey Hancock, a
farmer, and lived in Florence, on the Old York road.
It is not known that Christopher Kale ever married,
and but few of the name are now residents of the

Elizabeth became the wife of Daniel Lippincott, car

township.

Janet died unmarried.
pet-weaver, of Burlington.
Phebe married a man named Hooper, and removed
from the county.
Sarah became Mrs. Thomas HoleSarah5 married Hiram
man, of Florence.
James, a
carpenter of Florence, and had children, — Phebe,
Mary, Susan, Samuel W., Joel, and William James.
Schuyler, of Burlington, and
had several children. Mary married Charles Griffith,
removed to Bucks County, Pa., and had nine children,
Phebe

married

Adam

Stacy Schuyler, of Burlington, and
had no issue. Samuel W. married Amelia Hand, and
is a farmer, resident near Florence Station.
Joel, a
William married
shoemaker, lives in Burlington.
Sophia Warner, and afterwards Amanda Lucas, and
Of Hannah6 we have no in
is a farmer at Florence.
Susan married

Martha7 married John Lucas, a shoe
maker, who lived on the place now owned by Samuel
W. James, and had children, — Jacob, Benjamin,
Elizabeth, Theodosia, John, William, and Margaret
formation.

Jacob, a farmer of Florence, has been twice
married, to Ann Schuyler and to Ann Rainier, and
has several children.
Benjamin, also a farmer of
Lucas.

Florence,

married Rebecca Schuyler,

and afterwards

Ann Hudson, and had several children.
Elizabeth
became the wife of Jacob Leet, of Bucks County, Pa.
Theodosia married John Isbom, of Bucks County, Pa.,
and had children.
John is a farmer on the Burling
ton and Bordentown road ; he married Mary Ann
William died young, and
Ellison, and has a family.
Margaret married John Silpath, of Burlington.
John Kale's name appears in old records as early
as 1743, and it is probable that he settled in Burling
ton County some time prior to that date. It is thought

father's farm.

Rebecca Ann.

Bowne, of English descent, settled at Bus
prior to the Revolution and purchased fifty
acres of land. 'He was a blacksmith, and was suc
ceeded as such by his son Thomas about 1808.
Later
their shop was rented to other parties, and has been

Philip

tleton

closed about sixty years. Thomas Bowne married
and lived near Burlington, and had no children.
Philip Bowne had two other sons, James and
Philip, and two daughters. The latter both died in
infancy.
James married Priscilla Bolton.
He was
farmer and blacksmith,
and left no children.
Philip married Phebe Pointes, and owned and lived
on fifty acres of land in what is now Florence. His
children were (1) Samuel, (2) Mary, (3) Sarah,
(4)
Elizabeth, (5) Margaret, (6) Philip, (7) James, and
(8) Nathan.
a

(1) Samuel Bowne married Mary L. Bunting and
became a farmer in Mansfield.
His children were
named Rebecca, William, Sarah, and Mary, of whom

Rebecca married William S. Aaronson and removed
to Mansfield, and William married Sarah Ann Aaron
son and lives on the Woolman place.
(2) Mary lives
in the township, unmarried, and
(3) Sarah is Mrs.
Stacy Lippincott, and resides near Ashby's mill.
(4) Elizabeth married John Scott, a farmer in Spring
field. (5) Martha married Thomas S. Scott, lived near

Burlington, and had a large family.
(6) Philip, a far
mer near Mount Holly, married Elizabeth
Hancock.
(7) James married Elizabeth Norris and became a far
mer on the old homestead, where also resides
his son
George N., who married
Martha Taylor. (8) Nathan,
a farmer near Medford, espoused
Mary Ann Johnson.
At an early date William Hancock came to Amer-

FLORENCE TOWNSHIP.
ica from England, and took up a large tract of land
in what is now Florence ; became a tiller of the soil,
and had sons named Daniel and George.
Daniel
George married
married, and had several children.
a woman named Perkins, and is a resident of Spring

But few of the name now live in Florence, and
field.
little is known of the early history of the family.
John Schoolle settled early on a large tract of land
near Sutton's bridge, where he engaged in farming.
His children were named Asa W., Kimble, and Mary.
Asa W. married Susan Ivens.
He established himself
as a farmer on a portion of the homestead.
He has
two sons, Asa and Joseph, and three daughters.
Joseph English, an ancestor of Levi English, one
of the prominent farmers of Florence, was an early
He
comer, and once the owner of considerable land.
had several children, but few bearing
now residents of the township.

his name are

John Frazier, a Scotchman, or of Scotch descent,
settled at the locality since known as Frazier's Cor
ners about 1776, and became a land-owner and farmer.
He had children named (1) Aaron, (2) Solomon, (3)
Elizabeth, and (4) Amy. (1) Aaron married Mary

at
Davis, and about 1827 opened a blacksmith-shop
Frazier's Corners, where he carried on business until
his death, in 1877.
His children were named John
W., Elizabeth- Ann, Rebecca, Emily, Levi, Aaron,
and George.

John W.

married Martha James, and
succeeded his father as blacksmith at Frazier's Cor
ners.

He has

a

family of twelve children.

beth Ann died unmarried.
Law, and died in Trenton.

Eliza

Rebecca married William

Emily married B. I. Kim
ble, and removed to Indiana. Levi, a farmer at Bus
tleton, married Annie Scott. Aaron, also a farmer at
Bustleton, married Sarah Sapp.
(2) Solomon married
a woman named Rogers, and was the owner of a tract
of land and a farmer. His children, Franklin and
Lydia, live unmarried in Burlington. (3) Elizabeth

is Mrs. Edward Kimble, of Cooperstown, N. Y. (4)
Amy married Edward Ridgway, a farmer of Spring
field.

Hiram James, from Bucks County, Pa., settled
Florence Station in 1824, and engaged in the
He married Sally
trade of carpenter and builder.
Richardson, and had children named Phebe, Susan,
Mary, Samuel, Joel, and William. The children of
Samuel, with the exception of Charles James, of
Philadelphia, live in the township.
near
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monly called Bunting's Bridge, over the Assiscnnk Creek, on the road
leadingfrom Jacksonville to Bustleton ; thencedown the saidcreek, the
severaland many coursesthereof,to the corner of Burlington township;
thencewestwardlyalong thesaid line of Burlington townshipto the river
Delaware; thenceup the said river, the severaland manycoursesthereof,
to the place of beginning, shall be and herebyis setoff from the township
of Mansfield, inf the county of Burlington, and madea separate town
ship, to be known by the name of the township of Florence."

The act provided that the first town-meeting for
the newly-erected township should be held at Moore's
hotel, in Florence, at ten o'clock a.m. on the first

John I. Bishop, of Mans
Tuesday in March, 1872.
field, and Alfred Carty, of Florence, were appointed
"
commissioners to run and mark the dividing line of
the townships of Mansfield and Florence."
Civil List.
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
William Richardson, 18Y2; Alfred Carter, 1873-76,1879-81; Charles
Durell, 1877-78;William H. Kale, 1882.
TOWNSHIP

CLERKS.

William Emlen, 1872-73,1876-78; Caleb B. Willey, 1874; Benjamin
Frazier, 1875; Thomas R. Warren, 1879-80; William Campbell,
1881-82.
ASSESSORS.
S. H. Willey, 1872; William H. Kale, 1873-76; John Kale, 1877-80,
1882; Jacob W. Sutton, 1881.
COLLECTORS.

J.

A. Stewart, 1872-74;H. C. Styer, 1875-76; William Bisbing, 1877-82.

CONSTABLES.
Joseph W. Lucas, 1872-73; Henry E. Hays, 1874-75; William McKinn,
1876; Charles Lynch, 1877-80,1882;George Scott, 1877; Miles N.
Lucas, 1881.
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEES.
Schuyler Raineir, 1872,1879-80; Tliomas R. Warner, 1872-73; Lambert
Raineir,1872; Robert Ivins, 1873; Joseph P. Zelley, 1873-76;H. C.
Styer, 1874,1877; James Bowne, 1874-76,1878; Josiah Ayre, 187576; George W. Smith, 1877; Charles R. English, 1877-80; Thomas
H.Smith, 1877-78;Andrew Tudor, 1877-78; Alfred Carter, 1878,
1882;Edward King, 1879-80;Benjamin Schuyler, 1879-80; George
H. Emlen, 1881-82; Charles Lynch, 1881; William H. Kale, 1881;
GeorgeT. McCulley, 1882.
COMMISSIONERS

OF APPEAL.

Joseph W. Tollman, 1872-73; Charles Smith, 1872,1876; Joseph Eyre,
1872; Richard Wilson, 1873; Charles Durell, 1873; Charles Eng
lish, 1874-75; Robert Patterson, 1874-75; Thomas H. Sutten, 187476, 1880-82: George N. Bowne, 1876-77,1879-82;Elwood Durell,
1877-78; Elwood Coukling, 1877, 1879; Charles Giberson, 1878;
Charles Richardson, 1878; John Bodine, 1879; William H. Ogden,
1880,1882; Edward Grant, 1881.
OF ELECTION.

JUDGES

John W. Frazier, 1872-73,1876; William A. Wan-ill, 1874; Charles Du
rell, 1875-76;James Boyle, 1878-79;Charles II. Emlen, 1880-82.
OF THE PEACE.

JUSTICES

It is believed that the above paragraphs embrace
mention ,of most of the early settlers within the some
what circumscribed boundaries of Florence.

J. A.

" 1. Be it enactedby theSenateand GeneralAssemblyof theStateof New
Jersey, That all that portion of the Township of Mansfield, in the County
of Burlington, lyingwithin the following boundaries,to wit: Begiuning
at the point where Kinkora Creek emptiesinto the Delaware River, and
running from thence up the said creek, the several and many courses
thereof, to the middle of the bridge on the Old Fork road, crossing said
creek- thence in 'a southeasterlycourseto the middle of a bridge com

First District—John Lane, 1872; George S. Smith, 1873; Aaron Frazier,
1874-75; Jacob Miller, 1876-78;Stacy B. Lippincott, 1879; James
B.English, 1880-82.
SecondDistrict.—George Wispert, 1872;Jesse Lane, 1873; Benjamin Lu
cas,1874; Samuel Raineir, 1875; Nelson Raineir, 1876; Christopher
Fink, 1877; Henry E. Hays, 1878-79; Ellis Rodman, 1880; Joel
Griffith, 1881-82.

Organization. — The following is the first section
of the act passed in 1872 erecting this township :

Stuart, 1875,1880; Lambert Rainier, 1875; Robert PatterBon,1880.
OVERSEERS

OF THE POOR.

George Scott, 1872; Joseph W. Lucas, 1873-74; Henry E. Hays, 1875;
William McKinn, 1876; Charles Lynch, 1877,1879-80; Benjamin
Robbins, 1878; Miles N. Lucas, 1881; Edward Snare,1882. .
OVERSEERS

OF THE HIGHWAYS.
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Villages and Hamlets.— Florence, the principal
village in this township, occupies a very handsome
and advantageous site on the bank of the Delaware,
and, like most of the towns along the river-front, is
well built, and contains many fine residences and
The locality was formerly
some sightly churches.
Banks."
known as " High
By no means an ancient settlement, Florence was
never well known until after the construction of the
Camden and Amboy Railroad; but its nucleus having
been early located on the river-side, the village grew
up there, and lies some distance from the station,
" starting-point" of a hamlet referred
which was the
to farther on.
Being but an hour's ride by rail from Philadelphia,
Florence soon came to be sought as a place of resi
dence by gentlemen doing business in the city, who
were attracted by its beautiful and healthful location,
and the promise that it would speedily become a
pretty village of country-houses.

In

Florence City Company, an association
principally of New York capitalists, was organized,
and purchased of Omar Jackson and William Durell
two farms, containing about six hundred acres, and
embracing all or most of the present village, and ex
tending to the station, and laid out a town, which
" Florence City." This company soon
they named
built a wharf, and erected a large hotel known as the
Florence City Hotel, and a number of double brick
dwelling-houses.
On the heights, about half a mile
boardingfrom the centre of the village, an extensive
1849 the

and one feet by sixty, was
Shade-trees were set out, and considerable
money was expended in grading and improving the
streets, and in otherwise beautifying the place and

house,

two hundred

erected.

rendering it attractive, with a view to inducing
people from the city to build cottages there and oc
These efforts
cupy them as summer residences.
were measurably successful for a time, and Florence
was for some years a really popular and much-fre

But the improvements of
the company involved them in embarrassments, and
by sheriff's sale a controlling interest in the property
passed to Charles McAllister, of Philadelphia.
The
attractions of the locality were allowed to deteriorate,
and rival resorts were opened one after another; the
number of visitors fell off year by year, and at last it
was conceded by even the staunchest friends of Flor
The boardingence that its glory had departed.
house on the heights was leased by Dr. R. T. Trail,
and kept as a "Hygeian Home and Hygeio-Theraquented summer resort.

peutic

College,"

with

which

the

noted

Doctress

Mary Walker was identified, and which for
had some

reputation

a time
for invalids.
The
and the evenly-graded

as a resort

nicely laid out town plats
streets and some of the buildings remained to remind
the beholder of the days that were gone, but for years
Florence was inactive.
It remained for industry to give back to the locality

a more lasting life than it had under the reign of
pleasure. In 1857 and 1858 the Florence Iron-Works
were established.
Other enterprises of lesser note
followed, and since 1867, when the iron-works were
purchased by R. D. Wood & Co., the career of the
village has been one of progress and advancement.

In

Florence City Company erected a hotel,
was opened and kept for two years by James
Richardson, who was succeeded by Joseph Hays in
It was after
1857, and he by Davis Horton in 1859.
wards kept by William Gray, Charles Shinn, and
Jesse Lane until 1866, when it was purchased and
1855 the

converted into a store by Daniel Rhubarb, who after
a mercantile career there of two years was succeeded
Farmers'
by J. A. Stewart, the present occupant. The
present
pro
Inn was opened by George Wispert, the
prietor, in 1867.
The first postmaster at Florence was J. A. Stewart,
appointed about 1849. His successors have been Wil

liam Kale, Henry C. Styer, Israel Wood, and J. C.
Wood, the. present incumbent.
There are six general stores in Florence, kept by J.
A. Stewart, R. D. Wood & Co., John Spotts, Robert

J. C. Wood, and R. D. Riley, several
usual number and variety of small
the
churches,
mechanics'
shops, and the Florence Iron-Works, one
of the most extensive enterprises of its kind, which
Patterson,

affords employment to a large number of hands, and
has literally rehabilitated the place, and made it one
of the most thrifty and enterprising of its size in this
" hygienic
section.
The once boarding-house and
hotel" was burned in 1879.

Florence Station. — This

is a hamlet

a

short

distance south of Florence, on the line of the Amboy
Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad, containing a
hotel, a store, a produce shipping establishment, a
railway station, and about ten dwellings.
The Carter House was erected in 1854 by Isaac S.
Lloyd. Its first occupant was Daniel English, since

It has
whose departure it has had several keepers.
now (May 1, 1882) been owned and occupied by John

W. Carter about a year.
Minor Ivins kept a store at Florence Station from
about 1870 until 1874.
The present merchant is
William Worrell.
J. P. Zelley established his shipping business in
and is a geueral purchaser and shipper of
1868,
poultry,

calves, seeds, and country produce.
a country neighborhood,

Frazier's Corners,
April

and

with John W. Fra
zier as postmaster, is located at the crossing of the
Burlington and Jacksonville roads, in the southeast
part of the township, containing a blacksmith-shop
since

3, 1882, a post-office,

and eight or ten dwellings.

Bustleton. — This is a neighborhood of not more
than half a dozen houses south of the centre of the
township.
Years ago, in the days of staging over the
Old York road, it was at times the scene of consider
A post-office was formerly located
able activity.

FLORENCE TOWNSHIP.
Here is located the house of worship of the
Providence Presbyterian Church.
Schools. — Under the general school law of New
Jersey Florence is divided into three districts, known
respectively as the Florence, Ivins, and Lower Mans
field school districts, numbered in the order named,
The most important school in the town
5, 6, and 7.
ship is at that Florence, which is graded in three de
partments, and kept in a finebrick building, which with
other property of the district is valued at eight thou
sand dollars.
The number of children of the school
age in the towsnhip is four hundred and eleven.
One
there.

male and four female teachers are employed.

The Methodist Episcopal Chnrch of Florence. —

Revivals were held in the school-house near Florence
Station by Dr. John S. Porter, at which a number
were converted, and which resulted in the organiza
tion in 1839 of this church.
Among those converted
were William Durell and wife, Alexander James and
wife, James
prominent.

Bowne

and

wife,

and

others

equally

Meetings were held with more or less regularity in
the school-house mentioned until 1854, when a lot
was purchased of Charles McAllister, of Philadel
phia, and a frame church erected thereon at a cost of
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the family of Mr. David Styer, who held the elder
ship from the organization of the church until his
death in March, 1881.
He was succeeded by the
present elder, Mr. J. H. Tutton.

P. B. Van Sycel supplied the pulpit for a
Henry I. Butler was ordained and in
stalled first pastor in October, 1866, and remained two
years. Since the close of Mr. Butler's pastorate the
church has been in charge of Rev. E. B. Hodge, of
Burlington, who with the aid of Rev. Mr. Robins and
Rev.

time.

Rev.

theological

students has been able to maintain

regu

lar services.
In the fall of 1878 a plot of ground was given by
Joseph Zelley, and through the instrumentality of
Rev. R. Fox a new brick and wood church of the
Gothic style of architecture was erected at a cost of
three thousand dollars, and dedicated by Rev. Dr.
Kellogg and others.
The present membership of the church is fifty.
The Sunday-school was established about the time of
of the church, with Mr. David
the organization
Styer as superintendent.
In 1880, Mr. Styer was
The school has a
succeeded by Mr. J. H. Tutton.
membership of sixty, and a library of three hundred
volumes.

twelve hundred

dollars, and dedicated by Rev. Dr.
Ryan, of Philadelphia. This building was in use until
1881, when it was sold to A. Carty, who converted it
At the corner of Broad and Second
into a dwelling.

The Florence Baptist Chnrch. — This church had
its origin in a Sunday-school which was organized in
the library-room, near the iron-works in Florence, in

Streets was built a neat brick church

superintendent,
teachers.

sixty feet by
forty, costing six thousand dollars.
During the early
part of 1882 a lecture-room was added. This build
ing was dedicated Jan. 9, 1882, by Rev. T. Hanlon,
D.D., and Rev. D. H. Shock.

In

1870 this church was constituted an independent

charge.

The successive pastors have been Revs. R.
Lewis, J. Rogers, J. W. Morris, and S.
-Townsend.
The present membership is one hundred
and forty, and the church is in a flourishing condi

J. Andrews, J.

tion.

The Sunday-school was organized in May, 1851,
with A. Carty (the present incumbent of the office)
as superintendent.
The membership is about two
hundred and fifty, and the library contains five hun
dred volumes.

The Providence Presbyterian Church of Bustle
services were first held in Bustle
ton. — Presbyterian
ton during the summer of 1863 by Revs. John Ches
ter and John P. Robins, under the shade of the
gigantic trees which still stand in the church lot.
A
house of worship was erected during the succeeding
fall, and dedicated in December following by Rev.
Dr. Plummer. The lot upon which this structure was
built was donated by Mrs. Sarah Zelley.
A year of missionary work was given to the field
just from the seminary.
by Mr. L. R. Fox, then
of Burlington organ
Presbytery
the
1865,

Oct. 16,
ized a church under the name of Providence Church,
belonged to
of which three-fourths of the members

1875,

with thirty members, and John D. Darnell
and Mr. and Mrs. F. Thacher

as
as

In the spring of 1876 prayer-meetings were held,
and in 1877, Rev. J. K. Wilson, of Burlington, inaugu
rated a series of revival services, by means of which
one hundred persons were converted or retained, and
a church was organized and preaching supplied by
theological

students from Crozer College, Pa.
A lot was donated to the church by R. D. Wood &
Co. in 1879, and a neat frame Gothic church was
built thereon at a cost of two thousand dollars. It
was finished and dedicated by Rev. Evan Davis, Dec.
The first and only pastor stationed to date
7, 1879.
is Rev. O. G. Burlington, who was ordained to the
gospel ministry in September, 1880, and at once as
sumed the pastoral relation.
The Sunday-school has ninety members, and a
library of four hundred and fifty volumes. Daniel
Gibson is superintendent.

The Catholic Church of Florence.— Catholic ser
were first held in Florence at the house of
Thomas Mullen, and continued there regularly for
about two years. The church was organized in 1874,
and consisted of Thomas Mullen, Thomas Grady,
John Grady, John Watson, Robert Mullen, Nicholas
Keeley, John Duffy, Patrick Keelty, and their fam
ilies, and Richard Hughes, Peter Gill, D. F. Keelty,
Thomas Keely, John Caffee, William Smith, William
Michael Riley, Richard Riley, James
Cummings,
Riley, John Thornton, Thomas McVey, and others.
vices
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The
a church was begun in 1875.
with a stone basement, was
structure
edifice, a wood
completed and dedicated in 1877 by Bishop Corrigan.
Services are held every
There is no regular pastor.
alternate Sunday by supplies sent from Trenton.
The erection of

business.
The brick manufactured at this yard are
of superior quality, being both hard and soft. Fifty
hands are required to run the works.
There are two
kilns, with a capacity of twenty thousand.

The membership of the church is one hundred.
Burial-Places, — There is a burial-place about a
mile from Florence Station, containing many graves,
of which are without headstones. There are no
in the township, as
very ancient burying-grounds
most of the early burials were made in Mansfield, at

CHAPTER XXX.

some

Burlington, and at Bordentown.
Florence Iron-Works. — The leading and only
noteworthy manufacturing industry in this township
is the Florence Iron-Works, in the western part of
the village of Florence.
This enterprise was established by Richard Jones
in 1857-58, and continued by him until 1861, but the
works were only in operation at intervals, to suit the
In 1867 the establish
convenience of the proprietor.
ment was purchased by R. D. Wood & Co., a firm
consisting of R. D. Wood, John McNeal, Andrew
McNeal, and Randolph McNeal, who enlarged the
buildings and doubled the capacity of the works.
In 1868, Mr. R. D. Wood died, and in 1872 the
Messrs. McNeal withdrew from the firm, which re
tains its name, but is constituted of Richard, Walter,
George, Edward R., and Stewart Wood.
In 1873, R. D. Wood & Co. bought the right of way
for a railway from Florence to Florence

Station, and

laid a track connecting their works with the Amboy
Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad.
This firm manufacture water- and gas-pipes, fire
hydrants, valves, and other goods in their line.
The
works cover an area of fifteen acres, have a capacity
of seventy-five tons per day, and afford employment
to two hundred and seventy-five hands.
The main
office of R. D. Wood & Co. is at 400 Chestnut Street,
Philadelphia.
The liberal policy of the firm towards their em
ployes and their generous contributions to churches
and other good purposes have done much to advance
the interests of the village, to the magnitude of which
they have added by the erection of one hundred and
twenty-five houses for the occupancy of employes.

The Florence Brick and Clay Company, which
township, was incorporated
gentlemen :
by the following-named
Joshua Eyre, John W. Paxton, J. K.Bougher, Andrew
McNeal, and Nathan Haines. The first officers of the
company consisted of Joshua Eyre as president and

is located

July

2,

in Florence

1877,

superintendent,
secretary.

and Nathan Haines,

treasurer

and

The works cover an area of twenty-eight acres, and
have a capacity of thirty thousand brick per day. Mr.
Eyre died in 1880, and was succeeded in the superinIn 1882, Marvel Dob
tendency by J. K. Bougher.
bins purchased Messrs. Eyre, Paxton, Bougher, and
Haines' interest in
the work, and still carries on the

LITTLE

EGG HARBOR

TOWNSHIP.!

Descriptive. — This township is one of the original
subdivisions of Burlington County, and jlies in an
It contained orig
easterly portion of the county.
inally a much larger area than at present, a large
portion having been separated from it in 1864 to
It contained, as first es
form Bass River township.
tablished in 1741, about one hundred thousand acres.
In 1802, Washington township was established, which
then fixed the boundaries of Little Egg Harbor, as
Bounded on the north by Oswego, or east
branch of Wading River, which separated it from
Northampton township ; southeast by Stafford town
ship, Ocean County ; south by the Mullica River and
follows :

Little Egg Harbor Bay; west by Washington town
In dimensions it is twenty miles in length by
seven and one-half miles in width.
Natural Features. — The general surface of Little
Egg Harbor is level, and the soil sandy and gravelly,
especially in its northern portion, which is covered
with a thick growth of scrub-oaks and pines, while
the southern part of the township is a low, marshy

ship.

meadow.

The township has an ample supply of water.
The principal streams running through the township
are Short Mile Branch, which rises in the north
western part of the township, and flows in a southerly
direction and empties into Little Egg Harbor Bay;
Governor's Branch takes its rise in the northwesterly
portion of the township, and flows easterly through
the northern part of the township, and empties into
Westcunk Creek.
The only branch of industry that can be carried
on with

any profit at present is charcoal-burning.

With its undulating surface and variety of landscape
Little Egg Harbor may justly lay claim to being one
of the most picturesque townships in the county.
Early Settlements.— Little Egg Harbor was first
visited by Europeans in 1614, when Capt. Cornelius
Jacobsen Mey, as commander of the renowned ship

"Fortune,"

entered the Old Inlet (now closed), and
came to an anchor in the harbor.
This visit was
made during the season for birds' eggs, which must
have been in the months of May or June, for in
their explorations of the marshes the crew of the
" Fortune" found large quantities of gulls'
and other
1 The publishers are indebted to Leah Blackman, of Tuckerton, N. J.,
Harbor,"
author of "History of Little Egg
for much valuable material
herewith published.

LITTLE EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP.
meadow birds' eggs, and the unusual abundance of
those fair oval prizes induced the Dutch adventurers
to name the place Eyre Haun, which in their lan
guage means Egg Harbor.

After the visit of Capt. Mey there does not seem
to have been much, if any, notice taken of the place
until 1698 (a period of eighty-six years), when sev
eral persons from the upper portion of Burlington
County made various locations of land in the town
ship.
Among the proprietors of these surveys the
names of the following persons appear : Henry

Jacobs Falkinburg, Eleazer, Fenton, Susannah Budd,
Edward Andrews, and Mordecai Andrews.
It is probable that before the settlement of the
country there were Calebs and Joshuas who came
to view the land, and on their return reported that
it was a land not flowing with milk and honey,
but that its marshes and waters were well stocked
with many kinds of water-fowls, fish, oysters, and
terrapins, and that its forests were alive with various
kind of game, and also an abundance of wild fruits,
and that altogether it was a desirable country in
which to dwell, and upon this favorable report they
resolved to move in and take possession of the lands,
yet not with the intention of forcibly dispossessing
the Indians of their ancient and just heritage.

Henry Jacobs Falkinburg, Sr., was the first white
man to settle in Little Egg Harbor. He came early
in 1698. He had been the Indian interpreter for the
first European settlers in Upper Burlington County,
and therefore was deemed the most suitable man to
negotiate with the Indians for Little Egg Harbor,
and it seems that he was successful in his mission, for
the aborigines immediately sold him the most valu
able portions of their lands, and it is said that the
goods he gave the Indians for their lands were of
little value, and scant in quantity, but, like the goods

of other peddlers, they were admired and coveted by
the ignorant savages.
After Falkinburg had con
cluded his treaty with the natives he dug a cave on
his Down Shore tract, on the portion of which is now

Joseph Parker farm. This cave was
situated on the easterly side of a little stream that
runs through the Parker farm.
After completing his habitation he furnished it with
a few really necessary articles of the rudest descrip
tion. His table was a rude structure, yet it was abund
antly supplied with fat venison, wild fowl, fish, and
oysters, the cooking of which he did himself.
For a time he followed the various occupations of
known

as the

fowler, fisherman, oysterman, and house
keeper, the latter being a branch of business that he
was not very proficient in, and resolved on quitting
the service and going to look for some one to share
hunter,

his new home with him. He arose from his rude
couch, arrayed himself in his best home-made suit,
partook of a hastily-prepared
breakfast, and set out
on foot for Swedesboro', N. J., in search of a com
panion, and his mission proved as fruitful as did his
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treaty with the Indians. On his return to Egg Har
bor he brought his intended wife with him.
Soon

after arriving at his primitive habitation he made
hasty preparations for his wedding, and invitations
were extended to all his Indian acquaintances on Mon-

hunk (Osborn's Island), Minicunk (Willis' Island),
and in other sections of Egg Harbor township, and
when the guests had all assembled he and his fair
Friends' cere
bride married themselves (according to
mony), in the presence of the Indian kings, queens,
ancient warriors and young braves, venerable squaws
and black-eyed Indian maidens.
He lived with his
wife many years in this cave, and in it was born
Henry Jacobs, their son, who was the first white child
When he
born within the limits of the township.
arrived at manhood he married Penlope Stout, of
Shrewsbury, Monmouth Co., in 1731, who lived to
the advanced age of one hundred and two years.

Their children were John, David, Jacob, Henry,
Hannah, and Mary.
Soon after the Falkinburgs settled in Egg Harbor
there arrived from Long Island and from other parts
of Burlington County Edward and Mordecai An
drews, Jacob Ong, Richard and John Cranmer, and
shortly after them came Jarvis, Pharo, and Thomas
Ridgway.

It

is said that in the year 1663, Samuel Andrews

(father of Edward and Mordecai) married Mary, the
daughter of Anthony Wright, of Oyster Bay, L. I.,
and their marriage was the first one recorded in the

York Yearly Meeting of Friends.
The following is an exact copy of the record :

books of the New

" The 30th of ye 8th mo. 1663. We whosenamesare hereunderwritten are witnesses yt the usual Meeting House of Anthonia Wright in
Oyster Bay in ye presenceof ye public assemblytheir gatheredye day
abovesd. Samuel Andrews and Mary Wright intending marriage and
having given notice thereof before,did then and their according to ye
practice of ye holy men of God in the Scriptures of truth and after ye
Law of God, take each other for hnsband and wife, to live together in
the feare of God faithfully so long as they shall live :
" Witnesses:

"John Underhill,

" Hannah Wright,
" Elizabeth

"Samuel Andrews,
" Mary Andrews,

Underhill."

The above-named Mary Wright and her sisters,
Lydia and Hannah, were all ministers in the Society
of Friends, having been called to their ministerial
work when they were mere girls. About the year
1658 those three young women went to Massachusetts
and preached to Governor Endicott and his Council
against their hanging Mary Dyer and others for being
Quakers.
Edward Andrews, son of Samuel and Mary, mar

ried Sarah Ong, and settled in Egg Harbor township
about 1699, and purchased five hundred acres of land
of Samuel Jennings (Governor of New Jersey). This
land lay on the east side of Tuckerton Creek, where
he dug a cave in the ground like a cellar, and walled
with cedar logs and covered with hewn timber of the
Here Andrews cleared a farm and
same material.
commenced

tilling the soil, and while plowing he
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turned

up a human

skeleton, or, as some affirm, a

skull (doubtless an Indian's), and this solemn spec
tacle set him to thinking about man's present and
future state.

Such were his reflections that the next

of the bones, when, as
usual, his associates visited his dwelling for the pur
pose of enjoying their accustomed sport of '* dancing
green,''
on the
while Andrews played on the violin
or related amusing stories for their gratification,
greater was their astonishment when they saw An
drews seated in his cave reading the Bible, when, in
stead of bringing forth his violin, he read a chapter
in the Bible.
From that time he became a devout
and zealous minister in the Society of Friends, and
soon after established the Friends' Meeting of Little
Egg Harbor, which has continued until the present
time. His family consisted of three boys and three
girls, — Alice, Samuel, Edith, Elizabeth, Jacob, and

Sabbath after the exhumation

Peter.

farm to his only surviving son, Thomas Osborn ; after
his death his daughter, Rhoda Lamb, became pro
prietor.
This farm has never been out of the Osborn
family since they came in possession of it.

It was on this island that, on the night of the 14th
of October, 1778, the British landed with the inten
tion of making war on Little Egg Harbor, laying
waste and burning all before them. The British force
consisted of two hundred and fifty men, commanded
Immediately after landing from
by Capt. Ferguson.
their barges they marched to the dwelling-house of
Richard Osborn, Jr., and demanded a pilot to lead
Some one of the British
them over to the mainland.
officers presented a sword to the breast of Thomas
Osborn and ordered him to pilot them to the house
Count Pulaski had stationed a guard, and
young Osborn was compelled to accede to their de
On the way across the salt marsh young Os
mand.
born begged of the captain to spare the lives of his
neighbors.
When the British commenced the attack
where

Alice married John Higbee, of Long Island, in,
1712.
He soon died, leaving two children, Abigail
and Edward, and in 1716 she married John Mathis,
who became the wealthiest and most influential and
noted man of the township of Little Egg Harbor.
He
was the first king's magistrate appointed for the town

ship.
His family consisted of Micajah, Job, Daniel,
Jeremiah, Nehemiah, Eli, and Sarah.
Mordecai Anderson

married

a Frenchwoman,

and

settled on the west side of Tuckerton Creek, having
purchased a tract of land containing nine hundred
and twenty-nine acres, on which he cleared a farm,
where he lived for many years. He had but one son,

who was Mordecai Anderson, Jr., who married Mary
Taylor in the year 1723, and had children, — Isaac,

Jacob, Kesiah,

Prudence,

Edith, Sarah, and Eliza

beth.
Isaac married Hannah Johnson, and settled in At
lantic County; Jacob married on Long Island, and
settled there ; Kesiah married Joseph Shrouds ; Pru
dence married John Berry; Edith married Joseph
Parker, Jr. ; Sarah married Samuel Leeds ; Elizabeth
married William Myers, of Long Island, where she
went to reside.

Jacob Ong settled in Egg Harbor township about
1700.
Jacob Ong appears to have been a man of
considerable note in the settlement. He also appears
to have had a passion for emigrating from place to
place.
In the year 1725 he left Egg Harbor and
went to reside in Pennsylvania.
In 1728 he returned
to Egg Harbor, where he stayed for seven years, when
a desire for a change of residence having seized him,
he in 1735 bade Egg Harbor a final farewell, and
established

cleared a farm and remained until his death, at which
time Richard Osborn, Jr., his son, fell heir to the
place and resided there during his life, leaving the

himself in Pennsylvania,

where he re

mained until his death.

The Osborn Family.— Richard

and Roger Os
born came from Long Island, and settled in Little
Egg Harbor about 1715. Richard purchased Osborn's

Island (then called by the Indians Monhunk Is
land) of Henry Jacob Falkinburg, Sr. There he

on Pulaski's men, Thomas Osborn, the British pilot,
ran and hid himself in the adjacent swamp, where
his ears were pained with the heartrending shrieks

When
and dying groans of the bayoneted soldiers.
from following the British to their

Pulaski returned

hiding-

barges, Thomas Osborn came out from his
place, and gave himself up to Pulaski's band, telling
them how he had been forced to pilot the British ; but
they did not credit his statement, suspecting him of
They seized him
being a Tory and a willing guide.
and tied him to a tree that stood on the battle-ground,
and the enraged soldiers struck him many times and
attempted to bayonet him, but were prevented by the

They then took him and his father (an aged
man, and both of them members of the Society of
Friends), whom they suspected of assisting and giving
the British information
of the whereabouts of the
American troops, and put them in prison at Trenton.
They were kept in close confinement for some time,
officers.

part of the time in a dungeon, but as no charge could
be made to stand against them they were honorably
discharged and furnished with the following pass:
" Permit the bearers,Kicbard and
Thomas Osborn,to pass to their
homesat Egg Harbor.' They being examined before the judge at Tren
ton and not found guilty, are therefore discharged and at liberty.
" By order of
Gen. Pulaski.
" Le B'ruoe De Balquoer, Aide-de-Camp.
" William Clayton, Justice
of thePeace.
" Hugh Rossel, Jailer.
1778."
"Trknton, Oct. :10,

Family.—

Ephraim Morse, Sr., is said
The Morse
to have been the first white man who settled on Short
or Tucker's Beach, as early as 1.746, and built a small
house, in which he lived for several years without ex
periencing any misfortune from the sea or the many
storms which swept over the beach, but at last there
came a northeast storm of unusual violence; it snowed,
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and the wind blew as it was never known to have
blown across the beach, and the sea rose as it had
never risen since his sojourn on the coast. The moun
tain-like billows rolled over the beach, and in their
strength

and depth lifted his house from its founda
tion, and he was compelled to look for a more elevated
His wife was indisposed, but in this emer
situation.
gency he wrapped quilts around her and the youngest

child, and placing them on the back of his horse, trans
ported them to the summit of the highest eminence
on the beach, and then returned and conveyed his

hill of refuge.
During the remainder of the cold storm they sat on
the top of that bleak sand-hill, benumbed with the
cold, blinded with the snow-flakes, and almost deaf
ened with the howling of the blast and the roaring
of the breakers. The tide robbed Ephraim Morse of

four children in like manner to the

everything but his horse ; his house with all its con
tents was swept away.
In consequence of exposure
to the cold and storm his five children were sickened
and died with inflammatory sore throats, leaving their
Ephraim Morse was like Job, of
parents childless.
patience and affliction-bearing notoriety, for in process

of time he became owner of another house and the
father of five children.
The Tucker Family. —About the year 1745, Reu
ben Tucker married Ruth Sulse, of Long Island, and
emigrated from Orange County, N. Y., to Little Egg
Harbor, where he purchased Short or Tucker's Beach,
and erected a dwelling and lived there for many years.
He also purchased the farm now known as the Sprague
place, near West Tuckerton, and here ended his days.
Stephen,1 Ebenezer,2 Margaret,3
His children were
Elizabeth,4
Sarah,5 Bebecca,6 Ruth,' Julia,8
and

Nancy.9
Tucker1

about the close of the Revolu
tionary war left Egg Harbor and took refuge in Nova
Scotia, the same as many others of his profession,
where he finally died in an ignominious manner.
Ebenezer2 married Catharine,
daughter of Col.
Aaron Buck, of Monmouth County, N. J., and the
children of this marriage were Reuben, Samuel, Mary,
Aaron, George W., and Eliza C.
About the close of the Revolutionary war Ebene
zer Tucker purchased Joseph Gaunett's farm, and at
a somewhat later period John Gaunett sold him his
This last purchase constituted Tucker the
farm.
owner of the greater portion of what is now the vil
lage of Tuckerton. He laid off a part of his farm
into building lots, built the Union Inn and other
dwellings.
He located extensive tracts of valuable
timbered lands, built vessels, and entered into the
lumber business on a large scale. He erected a store,
engaged in the West
and as some of his vessels were
India trade, he imported much of his merchandise
from Cuba, paying the Cuban merchants in lumber
from his own forests. His various and extensive
business made employment for many persons. He
was a man consulted in many kinds of affairs, and
Stephen

looked up
knowledge.
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to as a man of superior judgment and
He was the recipient of many offices in

the township, and also in the higher offices of the
State and nation.
He was a judge of the court, and
a member of Congress of the United States.

The Berry Family. — John

Berry, Sr., located in
Little Egg Harbor prior to the Revolutionary war.
He lived for a period of nineteen years on a part of
the farm now called the Kennady place, which is lo
cated at Mathisto wn . He married Prudence, daughter
of Mordecai Anderson, Jr., and had children, Joseph
and Jane. Joseph married Hannah, daughter of
Ephraim Morse, Jr., and had children, — John, At
lantic, Ira, Sarah, and Chalkley. John married Mary
Cranmer, and had ten children ; Atlantic married
Samuel Mathis, and had six children ; Ira married
Mary Holmes, and reared up a large family; Sarah

married Elijah Palmer, and had five children; Chalk
ley married Mary E. Fithian, had three children.
Jane, daughter of John Berry, Sr., married Maja Ire
land, and had children, — Joseph, John, Hugh, Jacob,
and Martha, of which all married.
The Indians. — At the time the first European
emigrants came to Egg Harbor they found it a dense
wilderness, along whose sea-board forests the red men
had reared their skin lodges, in which they dwelt and
" kept up appearances" in the most primitive style.

Here they held their sage war councils and mysterious
pow-wows, and then when wearied with the chase
they would recline in the shade of some huge oak.

At this time the forest teemed with deer, bears, wolves,
panthers, wild-cats, and various other kind of game,
so that the Indian hunters need be at no loss for
employment.
Then, too, the huge spotted rattle
snake frequently sprung his rattles, and it is said the
Indians esteemed a broiled rattlesnake as the greatest
On the
delicacy that could be placed on his board.

salt marshes the aboriginal gathered thousands of
duck- and gull-eggs.
During the season of fruit the
Indians gathered whortleberries, cranberries, teaberries, cherries, grapes, nuts, etc., and an abundant
supply of roots, which added to their bill of fare,
inhabitants were
so that it appears the aboriginal
almost as well supplied with luxuries as they fancied
the spirits of the departed who follow the chase in the

" happy hunting-ground."
In 1758, after the Indians relinquished their rights
to the soil of New Jersey, and the State had purchased
" Brotherton" lands on Edge-pe-lick Creek,1 the
the
Egg Harbor Indians removed to that settlement.
The Indians having at the sale of their lands reserved
the right of hunting and fishing and of cutting basketwood on the unsettled portions thereof, for a long
period after their removal they came every spring to
the sea-shore, and encamped in a position convenient
to the bay in order to enjoy these privileges.
They
caught shell-fish, which they roasted, and then reI SeeGeneral History.
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moved them from the shell

and strung them upon
sticks to dry in the sun ; when they wanted for food
they were soaked or boiled until they became soft,

Elisha Ashatama ; his mother's name Nancy Ashatama, •
and he also had a sister Nancy, who was one of the
settlers of Oneida Lake.

and were much esteemed by the Indians. After they
had procured a sufficient supply of these fish they
would pull up their tents and wend their way back to
their adopted home. For a succession of years the

Elisha Ashatama and his mother and a few other
of the Edge-pe-lick Indians refused to emigrate to
Oneida Lake. Elisha Ashatama and his friends con
tinued their annual visits to the sea-shore until the
war of 1812, when Elisha went on board the renowned

Indian queen, Bathsheba Moolis, would pay her an
nual visit to the shore. She was treated with great
respect by her people, being of no ordinary character,
and of superior intellect from most of her race, and
also differing from them in personal appearance,
being exceedingly corpulent aud rather short.
When the queen came on her annual visit to Egg
Harbor she was not permitted to camp out with her
subjects, but was always invited by some of the prin
cipal inhabitants

pitality.

of the place to partake of their hos

She continued

coming to the sea-shore as
long as she was able to endure the fatigue of the
journey.
There is a tradition handed down from the Indians
to the first white settlers that many years before the
Europeans visited Egg Harbor there was a tribe of
Indians residing at Leeds' Point, in Atlantic County,
Wills' Island, in
another on Osborn's and
Egg Har
bor, and still another tribe who located at MannaBetween the Leeds' Point
hawkin, in Ocean County.

and the Egg Harbor tribes there existed a bitter hos
At that time there was an Indian village on
what is now called Zebedee M. Wills' Island. The
village was situated on that portion of the island

tility.

known as the mulberry-field, and one night when the
inhabitants of the village island were sleeeping in ap
parent security, the Leeds' Point warriors crossed over
Mullica River, and taking their slumbering foes by
surprise massacred them all, except one man, who

fled unnoticed by the enemy and went to Mannahawkin, aud informed the chief of the Mannahawkin

tribe of the disaster which had befallen his tribe and
requested the aid of his warriors in avenging the
wholesale murders of his tribe.
The chief of the
Mannahawkins called a council of war, and they all
agreed to assist their unfortunate
neighbor.
The

Mannahawkin Braves armed themselves and marched
for the scene of carnage, which they reached the next
night after the fatal skirmish, and found the victori
night
ous warriors singing and dancing and "

hideous,''

making

their slain and scalped
enemies.
The Mannahawkin warriors stealthily
marched around the island to the eastern shore of
Mullica River, where they took possession of the
Leeds'
canoes of the
Point Indians ; placing a guard
over them, the braves rushed in among the unsus
as they exulted over

pecting revellers, slaying them on every hand. Those
who fled to their canoes found them in possession of
the guards, who dealt them death-blows.
Ashatama was an ancient and honorable

name

among the Indians of Egg Harbor. The last Indian
of this tribe who had a residence in the place was

" Cheaspeake."
war-vessel, the
Elisha was gone from home five years, and his
wife (Patty), supposing herself a widow, married a
mulatto, and became a mother of one child, in whose
veins flowed the blood of three races.
At the expiration of five years Elisha returned and
found his wife living with her mulatto spouse.
drove off the intruder and took Patty to himself,
whenever he was intoxicated
he would abuse
about her negro husband.
They remained in

He
but
her

Egg

Harbor for some years and then moved away, when
Elisha in a drunken fit murdered his wife, and after
wards retired to Egg Harbor and followed basketElisha was (while
making until about 1833-34.
intoxicated) drowned in the Mullica River.
The following table is a specimen of the arithmetic
of the Egg Harbor Indians. It is affirmed that these
numbers comprised the whole of their knowledge in
numeration.
In the following manner they counted
twenty, and in order to count one hundred they
counted twenty five times.
Cooti, 1; nishi, 2; nawhau, 3; nayway, 4; plainah,
5; hosh, 6; coot-hosh, 7; nish-hosh, 8; pish-konk,
9; tellon, 10; tellon-cooti, 10 and 1, or 11; tellontellon-naynishi, 10 2, 12 ; tellon-nawhau, 10
13
3,

;

way, 10 4, 14 ; tellon-plainah, 10 5, 15 ; tellon-hosh,
10 6, 16 ; tellon-coot-hosh,
10 7, 17 ; tellon-nish-hosh,
10 8, 18 ; tellon-pish-kong,

10 9, 19 ;

tellon-tellon

10

10, 20.

Organization and Civil List.— The township of
Little Egg Harbor is one of the original subdivisions
of Burlington County.
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
EbenezerTucker, 1815-24,1832-35; Henry Willits, 1815; Macnjah Mathis,
1816-29; George W. Tucker, 1S25-26; Ezra Oliphant, 1827-28;
Timothy Pharo, 1829-36,1839; William Allen, 1830,1836-38; Thomas
Page, 1837-38,1840-41; Isaiah Adams, 1838-41,1845-48,1850-52;
Joseph B. Cramer, 1842-43; Stephen Willits,
1842-44; A. B. Pharo,
1844-52,1856-62; Timothy Willits, 1849; Jarvis H. Bartiet, 1853-55,
1863-69,1872; James D. Kelley, 1870-71,1873-74; James Rose, 187576; Alfred Palmer, 1877-79; John T. Burton, 1880-81; Alexander
T. Palmer, 1882.
TOWNSHIP CLERKS.
Reuben D. Tucker, 1816,1822; Ezra Oliphant, 1816-17; Ebenezer T,
Deacon,1818-21,1823-25,1833-34;M.S. Mathis, 1826-27; William
Lippincott, 1828; Joseph Ridgway, 1829-31,1836-40,1842-43,184768; SamuelS. Downs, 1835; Jarvis H. Bartiet, 1844-46; Alexander
Cowperthwait, 1869, 1864-68,1870-79; Charles vV. Palmer, 1860;
John T. Burton, 1862-63,1869; Timothy W. Brown, 1880-81;
Samuel
W. DownB,1882.
ASSESSORS.
John Forman, 1816-17;Ezra Oliphant, 1818-20,1822,1824,1826; George
W. Tucker, 1821-22; ElliB Mathis, 1825,1827-32,1834-36'- M
S.
Mathis, 1833,1837-39,1842-45; E. W. Palmer, 1840-41,1848-49,ISbi,
1867-68; Ezra Lippincott, 1846-47; Stephen Willits, 1850-53; Joseph
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R. Seers,1855-56; Alexander Cowperthwait, 1857-58,1869; Oliver
Parker, 1859; John D. Gifford, 1860; Joseph B. Cramer, 1861-C2;
William L. Darby, 1863-64; Tliomas W. Kelly, 1865-66; Alfred
Palmer, 1870-74,1882; John T. Burton, ls-75-78: James D. Kelly,
1879-81.
COLLECTORS.
Joseph Berry, 1815,1860;Anthony Atwood, 1817-18; GeorgeW. Tucker,
1819-20; John Parker, 1821-22; Timothy Pharo, 1823-24,1826-28;
Stephen R. Willits, Jr., 1S25,1839-40; Job Rose,1829-30; James D.
Kelly, 1831,1849-63; William K. Mason, 1832-33; William Allen,
1834; Joseph W. Pharo, 1835-36; Joseph McCullow, 1837-38; RecompenceDarby, 1841-42; SamuelS. Downs, 1843-44; E. W. Palmer,
1845-46,1876; Jarvis H. Bartiet, 18-17-18
; Charles W. Palmer. 185455,1868-29,1807-68;Richard S. Bartiet, 1856-57;Jarvis C. Jones,
1860-61; Allen T. Seers,1862-63:Willet Parker, Jr., 1864-65;Johu
D. Thompson, 1866; Alfred Palmer, 1869; Georpe W. Mathis, 187074,1876-78;Francis French, 1879-80;Z. W. Rochill, 1881; William
S. Stillman, 1882.
JUDGES OF ELECTION.
Samuel Deacon, 1815,1834:Thomas Orsborn, 1816-20,1826;Ezra Oli
phant, 1821; Jeremiah Ridgway, 1822-24,1827-28; Timothy Pharo,
1825,1838-39; Thomas Willits, 1829-31; States Palmer, 1832-33;
Joseph McCullow, 1835-36; Job Rose, 1837; Nathan Bartlett, 184042,1844; Isaac Jenkins, 1843; Ellis Mathis, 1845-47,1851-52; Macajah Mathis, 1848-60; A. R. Pharo, 1853-54;Ezra Lippincott, 185557, 1866,1868-74: Benjamin C. Bragg, 1858-59; Joseph W. Pharo,
1860; William L. Darby, 1861-62; George E. Burton, 1863,1879;E.
W. Palmer, 1864-65; Alexander Palmer, 1875; George H. Walker,
1876-77,1880; John H. Parker, 1878; Lloyd Jones, 1881-82.
TOWNSHIP

COMMITTEE.

Joseph B. Cramer,1848-50,1852; Jarvis H. Bartlett, 1849,1860-62,1864;
RecompenseDarby, 1850; Nathan Cowperthwait, 1850-52; George
1855; Francis French, 1851-52; Samuel B.
A. Sawyer, 1850-51,.1853,
Headley, 1851-53; Nathan Parker, 1852; Ellis Mathis, 1853-54,1856;
William French, 1864,1856;StephenWillet, 1854,1857;Charles W.
Seers, 1855; Lewis P. Stewart, 1856-57;Isaiah Adams, 1857-59;
Joseph W. Pharo, 1858-59; Lloyd Jones, 1859-63; Daniel M. French,
1860; Jesse R. Seers,1861-63; A.R. Fharo, 1863,1865-67,1870; Jo
seph R. Sapp,1864-68; Allen T. Seeds,1864-69,1874-75; John D.
Thompson, 1868-69; Peter Lane, 1869; John F. Jones, 1870; Ezra
Blackman, 1870-71; Jacob L. Cowperthwait, 1871-73;Daniel Par
ker, 1871-73,1875; Francis French, 1872-73; Walter B. Abbott,
1874; J. J. Pharo, 1874-75; R. L. Darby, 1876; Alfred Palmer, 1876,
1880-81; ThomasW. Kelly, 1876; William L. Darby, 1877-78; E. W.
Palmer, 1877-78; SamuelW. Downs, 1877-78; JameB F. Stiles, 187778; Theophilus T. Price, 1877-78;Lewis C. Parker, 1879-80; John
T. Burton, 1879,1882; James E. Otis, 1879-81; Jacob Ireland, 188182; James W. Kelley, 1882.
CONSTABLES.
William Cale, 1815; Timothy Pharo, 1815; Samuel Stiles, 1816; Aaron
Mathis, 1816-17; Isaac Lippincott, 1817; Isaac Jenkins, 1818;
George Cramer, 1818; Thomas Willits, Jr., 1819; Charles Cramer,
1819; Pliineas Burton, 1820; Ebenezer Sooy, 1820; Jediah Lin,
1821; John Carlisle, 1821; M.S. Mathis, 1822; Josiah Cale, 1822;
Job Rose, 1823-27; William Allen, 1823; RecompenceDarby, 182428, 1830-33,1835, 1837; Joseph McCullow, 1828; Joseph Parker,
Jr., 1829;Joseph Allen, Jr., 1829,1836,1840,1842; Nathan Andrews,
1830-31; Abner Rogers, 1832; William Parker, 1833,1835; William Warren, 1834; Isaiah Adams, 1824,1829; Charles W. Sartona,
1836-37; E. W. Palmer, 1838-39,1842; Stacy Mathis, 1838; Charles
Mathis, 1840-41; Joseph French, 1841,1846; Jeremiah H. Bartlett,
1843; Joseph J. Reeves, 1843-45; Caleb W. Cramer, 1844-45,1847,
1848; James W. White, 1846; John H. Smith, 1847-48; Thomas
French, 1849-50; John D. Gifford, 1849-53; Charles A. Cramer,185162; Joseph P. Elkenton, 1853; George Lippincott, 1854; Caleb L.
Adams, 1854-55; Lloyd Jones, 1856; Caleb A. Mathis, 1856,186164• Enoch Jones, 1857; John Adams, 1857; Jacob L. Cowperthwait,
1858-82• Prosper P. Gasque, 1858; Justin R. Seers,1859; Macajah
B. Mathis, 1860,1862.

Schools. —Among the early school-houses that were
built was one which stood on the site now occupied by
graveyard at Tuckerton ; the Down
the Methodist
Shore

school-house

was situated

a short

distance
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below the Throckmorton place, on land belonging to
the Oliver Parker farm, and it is probable that this
was the first institution of learning built in the town
ship.
It was a very ancient affair, and was taken
down in 1832 completely worn out.
In that rude structure several generations of the
first settlers received tlieir education, and it has the
honor of producing among its pupils several men

of marked abilities, who became public men. Such
men as Eli Mathis, Elihu Mathis, Rev. Anthony At

wood, Rev. Joseph Atwood, Rev. Samuel Atwood,
and Aaron Belanger, a noted old-time school-teacher,
were all graduates of this venerable and uncouth

school-house, which was built on a small lot of cleared
ground, surrounded by large forest-trees.
For many years the Quaker Society owned the
school-house and the lot upon which it was built,
and they had full control of the school when the old
house was taken down.
The Friends' Society bought a plot of ground of
Capt. Anthony Atwood, and erected a new and more
commodious house, which stood for a few years and
was destroyed by fire. The trustees of the district
purchased a lot of John F. Jones, in the neighbor
hood of Down

Shore,

and

erected a school-house

This school-house was built by contributions
of the inhabitants of the place, and the Friends had
there.

no control or rights to this house.
At an early date the Friends bought what was called
the Grove school lot in West Tuckerton, and erected
a school-house thereon, which served the purpose for
several generations, but was finally worn out and was
taken down and another one built on its site. This
school-house was the principal school in Tuckerton
until the present district school-house was erected,
when the old one was abandoned.
In 1874 there was a commodious district schoolhouse built in East Tuckerton, and soon after another
one in West Tuckerton.
The number of children of school age in the town
ship is five hundred and fifty-three, in whose educa
tion three male and two female teachers are employed.
Average salary per month paid males, forty-one dol

Average salary per month
lars and sixty-six cents.
paid to female teachers, twenty-eight dollars and
fifty

cents.

Friends' Meeting.— The first religious
body organ
ized in Egg Harbor township was the Friends' Meet
ing, which was established in the year 1704, by Ed
ward Anderson, at Tuckerton, and in the year 1708
he deeded the society two acres of land, on which he
built a meeting-house and laid out a graveyard; and
in 1709 the meeting-house was completed, and services
were held therein at intervals until 1715, when a
Monthly Meeting was organized. Some time after the
establishment of the Monthly Meetings there was a
Yearly Meeting organized, which they continued to
hold until 1772, and possibly some years after that
date.
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The whites had resided in Egg Harbor some years
prior to the erection of the meeting-house, and it is
that Edward Andrews held his religious
meetings in his dwelling-house or cave, or else under
the canopy of some of the primitive trees that graced
For one
the site of the present village of Tuckerton.
hundred and fifty-four years the meeting-house that
probable

Friends'

Society as a
was built in 1709 served the
church wherein to await the visits and inspirations
of the spirits. ¦ In 1863 this venerable old edifice was
taken down and the present building erected.

The old meeting-house was a one-story edifice,
The roof
built in the plainest style of architecture.
was called a hipped roof, as was the fashion of that
primitive age, and the four sides were covered with
cedar shingles, and the inside of the house was ceiled
with boards, and what they called the gallery was a
raised platform ; and seats for the audience were long
benches with two rows of slats for backs. Most of
the seats had movable cushions covered with brown
On the north side of the church there were
holland.
large wooden shutters, which in warm weather were
opened for the purpose of admitting the air. The
had been sparing of glass, and there were
but few windows in the church, and they were about
four feet square, with nine panes of seven-by-nine
glass. These were the windows that it contained
builders

when it was demolished.
The first windows of the
meeting-house were imported from Old England, and
the panes were small, diamond-shaped, and the sash
was formed of lead. During the Revolutionary war
the windows were taken out and concealed behind
the wooden ceiling, in order to keep them out of the
hands of those who would have been likely to have
appropriated the leaden sash to the formation of
musket-balls.
There was a small structure attached to the west
end of the church, wherein the females transacted
the business pertaining
to their portion of the
society.

At

Monthly Meeting held the 9th of the 7th mo.,
Jarvis Pharo and Richard Osborn were selected
a

1715,
as overseers while the meeting belonged to the Cross

wicks Monthly Meeting, and at that meeting Thomas
Ridgway and Jacob Ong were added overseers along
with them ; and at the same meeting Jarvis Pharo
and Richard Osborn were appointed elders to sit in
the meeting of ministers.
The first Monthly Meeting of women Friends, held
in the meeting-house, was on the 14th of the 5th mo.,
1715, and at that meeting Jane Osborn, Elizabeth

Pharo, Elizabeth Ong, and Elizabeth Willits were
appointed overseers of the meeting.
In 1772, John Churchman states that there was a
large concourse of people at the Yearly Meeting, then
held at Little Egg Harbor. Friends who came from
the upper section of Burlington County crossed the
east branch
as

Quaker

of Mullica River at the place now known
After fording the stream they

Bridge.

watered and fed their horses; they would sit down
under the shade of some venerable old oak-tree and
partake of the lunch they had brought with them.

Fording the stream was not very pleasant, especially
to those who were dressed in their " meeting gar
ments;"
some of the Friends followed Crossing the
Mullica River in this way until some of them were
drowned during their journey, after which they re
linquished that dangerous mode of going to meeting.
Most of the residents of Little Egg Harbor township
Andrews'
became converted under Edward
minis
terial career. The Little Egg Harbor Monthly Meet
ing has produced a number of distinguished ministers,
among whom were Edward Anderson, the founder of
the meeting, Isaac Andrews, Peter Andrews, Jacob
Andrews, Ann Gauntt, Ann Willis, Daniel Parker,
Rhoda O. Lamb, and some others who had small
gifts in the ministry.

It

since

is now about one hundred and seventy -five years
the Friends established themselves in Little

Egg Harbor, and they are still meeting with as much
regularity as they did a century and a half ago, but
at this time the meeting is small and gradually de
creasing:.

The Methodist Episcopal Church.— The exact
date of the formation of a class at Tuckerton is not
a matter of record, though it is certain that a Metho
dist Episcopal Society existed as early as 1833, and
services were held in private houses for some time,
when a small church edifice was erected, and which
has since that time maintained regular services. The
congregation
increased
until the little
gradually
church was deemed inadequate to hold the congrega
tion, and in 1866 the old church was converted into a
parsonage and the present church edifice was com
menced, and the basement was completed in 1867,
when services were held until the completion of the
audience-room in 1876, which was dedicated the same
year by Rev. Matthew Simpson, D.D., one of the

bishops

of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The
church is of wood, and located in the centre of the
village of Tuckerton.
The present membership, two
hundred and eighty; with Rev. H. G. Wiggins as
pastor.

The present trustees are James Rose, Hezekiah
George W. Mathis, George H. Walker,
Brown,
Thomas W. Kelly, John T. Burton, and Samuel W.
Downs, with A. W. Haywood, David J.Carter, George
W. Mathis, Edwin A. Sawyer, E. C. Parker, Benja
min S. Stiles, J. L. Hand, James F. Stiles, and Sam
uel R. Mathis as stewards.
First Presbyterian Church of Tuckerton.— The
first Presbyterian service held in Little Egg Harbor
Templars'
was in the Good
Hall at Tuckerton by
Rev. Allen H. Brown in 1843, who held services every
alternate Sabbath.
The church was organized in the
fall of 1843 with five members, — George A. Sawyer
Joseph B. Sapp, Mrs. Mary Adams, Mrs. Darby,
and
Ann Mapps. The first elders were George A. Sawyer
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and Joseph B. Sapp.

Services were held in the hall
«, lot was purchased of Dr. T. T.

until 1860, when
Price and the erection of a church edifice commenced.
The corner-stone was laid by Rev. Dr. Jainway, of
Kingston, N. J., with appropriate ceremony, and the
church was completed in 1861, and dedicated by Rev.
Samuel Miller, D.D., assisted by Revs. Mons William
son and Allen H. Brown.
The church is a frame
structure, located on Main Street, and was built at a
cost of three thousand seven hundred dollars.
The
first regular pastor was Rev. Samuel Miller, for four
years ; he was succeeded by Rev. K. P. Ketcham, who
remained for a period of years. The present pastor
is Rev. Joseph Bradley.
The church has a member
ship of forty, and is in a flourishing condition.
The present elders are Joseph B. Sapp, George A.
Sawyer, and Francis French. The trustees are Jo
seph B. Sapp, George A. Sawyer, Jacob Ireland,
Charles Palmer, Francis French, Walter Cox, and
William Stellman.
Burial-Places. — The oldest burial-ground in Little
Egg Harbor is that of the Friends at Tuckerton,
established by Edward Andrews in 1708. The earliest
interment made of which there is any record were the
remains of John Higbee, who died in the year 1715.
In this graveyard are buried the first and diminutive
colony of Friends, who meekly endured the many
hardships which are the heritage of settlers in a new
them'
" dreamless
and around
sleeping the
country,
sleep"

are many generations of their descendants.
There are also many of the ancient inhabitants of
Washington

and

Stafford

townships

buried

here.

None of the old-time graves have anything to mark
their sites, and none of the friends of the departed can
"
stray among the tombs and say, This is my kinsman's
grave."
Among those interred in this old burialground are Edward Andrews and Sarah, his wife,
Mordecai Andrews, Jr., and Mary, his wife, Hananiah
Gaunt and Ann, his wife, Richard Willits, Sr., Jere
miah Ridgway, Sr., and Hannah, his wife, Caleb Carr
and Sarah, his wife, Jarvis Pharo, Sr., and Elizabeth,
his wife, Henry Jacobs Falkinburg and his wife, Henry
Jacobs Falkinburg, Jr., and Penelope, his wife, Rich
ard Osborn, Sr., and Jean, his wife, Abigail Sooy,
Joseph Cox and Abigail, his wife, Joseph Parker, Sr.,
two wives, Hannah and Hannah, Samuel
Shourds, Sr., and his two wives, John Cranmer and
Martha, his wife, Matilda Bartlett, John Berry and
Prudence, his wife, and many others.
and his

The Methodist Btjrial-Grotjnd. — This burial-

place is located in the village of Tuckerton, opposite
the Methodist Church, and contains many graves.
The oldest burials are said to have no stone to indi
Among the earliest inscriptions
cate their presence.
are the following :
" In memory of Catharine Tucker, wife of Ebu' Tucker, Esq', who
years."
departed this life June 26th, 1790,aged 37
and Eheodosis Stout, who
David
of
son
Charles
W.,
of
memory
"In
departed this life March 16th, 1798."
22
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" In memory of Phebe Tucker, late wife of Ebenezer Tucker, Esq.,
years."
who departed this life November6th, 1808,aged 25
" In memory of Catharine Sears,wife of Joseph Sears,who departed
this life May 22d,1811,aged 48 years, 6 months, and 7 days."
"In memoryof Enoch Mathis, who departed this life Juno 2d, A.D.
1813,aged 55 years and 3 months."

Physicians. — The first account of a male physician
in Little Egg Harbor was James Belanger, Sr., who,
it was said, was a skillful doctor. The most part of
the healing art in those days was in the hands of cer
tain skillful females, who prescribed according to the
root and herb system, many of their most valuable
prescriptions having been obtained of the Indians.
,
Among the most noted of the old-time female physi
cians were Elizabeth, wife of Samuel Andrews, Sr.,
Ann Gauntt, the minister.
Hannah, wife of Isaac
Andrews, took up the profession of medicine, and had
the reputation of a skillful practitioner.
She was fre
quently called on to prescribe for the sick many miles
away from her residence, and many a sick person
placed their hopes of life in the skill of Hannah An
drews. The principal male physicians who have lived1
and practiced in Tuckerton and vicinity have been

Dr. Fort, of Mount Holly ; Dr. Sawyer, of Massa
chusetts; Dr. Mason, of Pemberton;
Dr. Page, of
Evesham ; Dr. Lane, of Atlantic County ; and Dr.
Harvey. The present physicians of Little Egg Har
bor are Dr. T. T. Price, of Cape May, and Dr. Clark,
of Canada.
Marriages Recorded in Friends' Monthly Meet
ing. — The following is a list of marriages, with a few
interesting items, recorded iu the books of the Little
Egg Harbor Monthly Meeting of Friends :
1715,James, son of Richard Willits, Sr., married without the consent
of the meeting.
At the 9th monthly meeting, 10th,3d month, 1716. Thomas Cranmer
and Abigail Willits laid a proposalbeforethe meeting. In duetime they
were married. This is the first marriage recordedin the books, which
were commencedin the year 1715.
5th day of the 6th month, 1717. Robert Allen, of Shrewsbury, and
Edith Andrews married—daughter of Edward Audrews.
On tho 5thday of the 1stmonth, 1718,Jacob Ong was appointedto look
after the graveyardfor the ensuing year.
1720,Robert Smith, of GreatEgg Harbor, and Elizabeth Belanger mar
ried—daughter of Ive Belanger, Sr.
1721,John Cranmer and Mary Andrews married.
1721,Joseph Parker, of Shrewsbury,and Hannah Andrews married.
1723,William Satterthwaite, of Chesterfield, and Mary, daughter of
Richard Osborn,Sr., married.
1723,Thomas Johnson and Mary Jones, of Manasquan,-married.
1723,Thomas Ridgway, Jr., and Mary, daughter of Jacob Ong, mar
ried.
1723,Jacob Ong, Jr., and Mary Sprague,married.
1723,Mordecai Andrews, Jr., and Mary Taylor married.
1724,Joseph Gardiner and Catherine, daughter of Thomas Ridgway
Sr., married.
1724,Evi Belanger, Jr., married out of the meeting.
1725,Isaac Ong got a certificate in order to marry in some other
meeting.
1726,Samuel Somers and Mary Leeds, both of Great Egg Harbor
married.
1726,John Cranmer (this is his second marriage) and Rebecca Stout
of Shrewsbury, were married, and at the sametime and place Samuel
Andrews and Elizabeth (daughter of Thomas Ridgway, Sr.) were
married.
1727,James Belanger, Sr., and Marjorie'Sinith married.
1727,Thomas Ridgway, Jr., was chosen overseer in the place of his
father, Thomas Ridgway, deceased,and Jacob Ong removed.
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1728,Thomas Cranmer and Mary Ridgway married.
1728,Peter Andrews (the eminent minister) got a certificate in order
to marry Esther Butcher, of the Burlington Monthly Meeting.
1728,Joh n Ridgway, Sr., receiveda certificatein order to marry Phebe
Titus, of Westbury, Long Island.
1729,Timothy Ridgway and Sarah Cranmer married.
1730,Hananiah Gauntt and Ann Ridgway married.
1731,Henry Jacob Falkinburgh, Jr., and Penelope Stout, of Shrews
bury, married. Penelope Stout and Rebecca Stout, wife of John Cran
mer, were sisters.
1731,Nicholas Delaplaine and Sarah (daughter of John Ong, Sr.)
married.
1731,Jacob Conoverand Grace Cranmer married.
1732,Henry Shoemaker and Mabel, daughter of Jacob Ong, Sr.,
married.
*
1732,Richard Willits, Jr. (son of Richard Willits, 2d), and Sarah
Barton married.
1732,Robert Leeds (son of Japhet Leeds,1st)and Abigail (daughter of
John Higbee and step-daughterof Juhn Mathis) married.
1732,Edward Ridgway and Mary Deleplaine married.
1735,Robert Ridgway got a certificatefor the purpose of marrying in
Burlington Monthly Meeting.
1736,Richard Osborn and Christian (daughter of Evi Belanger, Sr.)

married.
1737,ThomaBHavens and Sarah Cramer married.
1738,Stephen Birdsall and Deliverance Willits married.
1739,Joseph Parker, Sr., and Hannah (daughter of Richard Osborn,
Sr.) married, this being Parker's secondwife.
1739,John Delaplaine and Sarah Johnson married.
1739,Nehemiah Andrews and Elizabeth Lippincott married.
1740,Micajah Willits and Elizabeth (daughter of Joseph Parker, Sr.)
married.
1740,James Willits, 2d,and Ann (daughter of Thomas Ridgway, Jr.)
married.
1741,Tliomas Havens and Sarah Taylor married.
1743,Daniel Mathis, Sr., and Sophia Gaunt married.
1743,Levi Cramerand Esther Horn married.
1744,Joseph Lippincott and Esther (daughterof Samuel Andrews, Sr.)
married.
1745,Samuel Belanger and Alice (daughter of Joseph Parker, Sr.)
married.
1746,Anthony Morris and Sarah Cranmer married.
1746,Caleb Carr, of Rhode Island, and Sarah (daughter of Thomas
Ridgway, Jr.) married.
1747,Micajah Mathis procured a certificate in order to marry Mercy
Shreve in Upper Springfield Monthly Meeting.
1747,Marmaduke Coate aud Sarah (daughter of John Mathis, Sr.)
married.
1747,Jeremiah Mathis, Sr.,and Hannah (daughterof Samuel Andrews)
married.
1749,Edward Havens and Sarah (daughter of Joseph Parker, Sr.)
married.
1750,Gideon Skull and Judith (daughter of James Belanger, Sr.)
married.
1751,Thomas Ridgway and Mary Pearsall married.
1751,John Leeds (son of Japhet Leeds, 1st) and Sarah (widow of Mar
maduke Coate) married.
1752,Israel Stoakim and Grace Conovermarried.
1754,John Ridgway, Sr., and Phebe (daughterof James Belanger, Sr.)
married, this being Ridgway's secondwife.
1755,Peter Andrews, Jr. (sonof SamuelAndrews),and Hannah Somers
married.
1755,Joseph Parker, Jr., and Edith (daughter of Mordecai Andrews,
Jr.) married.
1756,John Gauntt and Jane Satherwaite married.
1756,Jacob Cranmer (son of John Cranmer) and Phebe Valentine
married.
1757,Peter Parker, Sr., and Elizabeth (daughter of Joseph Seaman,
Sr.) married.
1758,John Pearsall and Mary (daughter of Mordecai Andrews, Jr.)
married.
1758,Abraham Cranmer and Abigail Birdsall married.
1759,Joseph Shourdsand Kesiah (daughter of Mordecai Andrews, Jr.)
married.
1760,Nsithan Bartlett, Sr., and Judith Somersmarried.
1761,Daniel Shourdsand Christian (daughter of James Belanger, Sr.)
married.

1767,Job Ridgway and Ruth (daughter of James Belanger, Sr.) mar
ried.
1768,William Leeds and Mary (daughterof Richard Osborn, Sr.) mar
ried.
1769,Job Ridgway, of Barnegat,and Elizabeth (daughter of Jeremiah
Mathis, Sr.) married.
1769.David Antrim and Mary Falkinburgh, and at the same time and
place Richard Buffin and Hannah Falkinburgh, were married. Mary
and Hannah were daughters of Henry JacobB Falkinburgh, Jr.
1770,Stephen Birdsall, Jr., and Desire Mott married.
1770,Heury Willits and Phebe Osbornmarried.
177"i,Benjamin Haines, of Evesham,and Marjorie (daughter of James
Belanger, Sr.) married.
1772,Joseph Sharp and Annie (daughter of James Willits 2d) married.1772,Ephraim Morse, Jr., and Elizabeth (daughter of Joseph Lippin
cott, Sr.) married.
1774,James Collins and Elizabeth Birdsall married.
1776,Isaac Pedrick, of Salem, and Hannah (daughter of Richard Os
born, Jr.) married.
1776,James Grant and Marjorie Smith married.
1777,John (son of Jeremiah Mathis, Sr.) and Deborah Grant married.
1777,Micajah Willits, Jr., and Judith Cranmer married.
1778,David Smith and Hannah (daughter of Richard Osborn, Jr.)
married.
1778,Jacob Somers and Ann (daughter of Richard Oaborn,Jr.) mar
ried.
1783,Jeremiah Willits, Sr., and Mary (daughter of Nathan Bartlett,
Sr.) married.
1783,Caleb Osborn and Ann Parker married.
1786,Joseph Croft and Esther (daughter of Job Ridgway, of Barnegat)
married.
1786,Jonathan Smith and Hannah (daughter of Daniel Shourds, Sr.)
married.
1786,Ann Gaunt married a Forsyth, of the upper part of Burlington
County.
1786,William Pearsall and Elizabeth (daughter of Hannah Gaunt,
Sr.) married.
1787,Samuel Crawley and Amy (daughter of Jonathan Pettit) mar
ried.
1787,Isaiah Durnell and Mary Haines married.
1788,Samuel (sonof Daniel Shourds, Sr.) and Hannah Gray married.
1789,Joseph Wetherill, of Burlington, and Mercy (daughter of JobRidgway, of Egg Harbor) married.
1789,Thomas Giffurd and Mary (widow of Reuben Soper, Sr.) mar
ried.
1792,Isaiah Durnell and Sarah (daughter of Nathan Bartlett, Sr.)
married.
1792,Seth Silvers, of Mannington, and Mary Ridgway married.
1792,Caleb Cranmer, Sr., and Phebe (widow of Job Mathis, Sr.) mar
ried. .
1793,Samuel Willits (son of Henry Willits) and Elizabeth Gray mar
ried.
1795,Uriah Riley and Shada (daughter of Daniel
Shourds) married.
1795,James Arnold and Phebe Inman married.
1795,Samuel Arnold and Rany Cox married.
1801,Richard Willits, Jr., and Rachel Birdsall married.
1804,James Collins and Sykes Pharo married.
1804,John Collins and Annie (daughter of James Willits
3d) married.
1805,Samuel Pharo and Phebe Collins married.
1807,Robert Phaio and Anne Collins married.
1812,Timothy Pharo and Hannah (daughter of James WillitB
3d)
married.
.
1813,James Willits (3d) and Marjorie Belanger married.
1816,Archelaus Willits and Mary Haines married.
1816,Samuel Smith and Judith (daughter of Jeremiah Willits,
Sr.)
married.
1818,Gideon Birdsall and Palmyra (daughter of Thomas
Osborn) mar
ried.
1819,Nathan Bartlett, Jr., and Hannah (daughter of John Willits,
Sr.)
married.
1820,Willits Parker and Phebe (daughter of John Willits,
Sr.) mar
ried.
1826,William Twining and RebeccaRiley married.
1826,Joseph Bartlett and Ann P. (daughter of Thomas Willits,
Jr.)
married.
1826,Jonathan Gifford and Esther (daughter of EH Mathis,
Jr.) mar
ried.
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1826,James Arnold and Elizabeth (widow of John Bartlett) married.
1833,Allen R. Pharo and Phebe B. (daughter of Thomas Willits, Jr.)
married.
1833,Henry LeedBand Hannah Pharo married.
1835,James Bartlett and Phebe Ann Barnes married.
1847,GeorgeCollins and Mary Ann Parker married.
1849,Joseph Cook and Ann Pharo married.
1859,Alfred Collins and Frances Stokesmarried.

Villages and Hamlets. — Tuckerton

is the lar
village in the township.
It
is situated on a small stream, by the Indians called
Pohatcong Creek, more recently known as the Mill
In old times the
Creek.
Stream and Tuckerton

gest and most flourishing

creek was called after the owners of the grist-mill
which is situated at its head, which was built in 1704
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to his son, Eyre Oliphant, and Simeon Haines.
Haines died soon after, and the business was carried
on by his partner, Eyre Oliphant, when Timothy
Pharo purchased a half-interest, and the firm was

sold

it

styled Oliphant & Pharo.

Oliphant finally sold his

interest in the mill to his partner, Timothy Pharo,
who carried on the business until his death, at which
time his son, A. R. Pharo, became sole proprietor.

He carried on the business for some years, when his
The
son, W. W. Pharo, was taken in as partner.
business was carried on by A. R. Pharo & Son until
1878, at which time A. R. Pharo withdrew from the
firm, and the business has since been carried by W.
W. Pharo. Soon after A. R. Pharo purchased the

and such like documents Tuckerton
Andrews' Mill
Creek,
Creek is called Pohatcong,
Jacob Andrews' Mill Creek, Shourds' Mill Creek, and

mill he tore down the old grist-mill, and erected the
present mill near the site of the old mill.
As an evidence of the temperate habits of the resi
dents of Tuckerton, they lived for a space of three-

at this date (1882) it is called Tuckerton Creek.
When the first whites came to Little Egg Harbor
they found the Tuckerton mill-pond dammed off by
the beavers, and the work of these industrious ani

quarters of a century without a tavern.
The first
tavern was erected by David Falkinburg about the
time of the Revolutionary war. This was situated
on the eminence where Dr. Page's cottage is now sit

mals saved Edward Andrews an immense amount of
work when about to construct a grist-mill. Tucker
ton has a population of thirteen hundred inhabitants.

uated. About the close of the war Falkinburg sold
his tavern to Solomon Rockhill, of Chesterfield, who
carried on the business for several years, when Rock

contains a Quaker, Methodist, and Presbyterian
Church, one grist-mill, one hotel, custom-house, two
blacksmith - shops, wheelwright -shop, Freemason,
postOdd-Fellows, and beneficial society, one library,
office, and several stores. This village derived its
name from Hon. Ebenezer Tucker, in the year 1798.

hill

by Edward Andrews.

In

old deeds

It

For many years this flourishing village was without
a name. By some it was known as Fishtown, until
some splenetic individual nicknamed it Clamtown,
which name it bore for some time, when the Hon.
Ebenezer Tucker resolved on giving the village a
permanent name. In order to accomplish his lauda
ble determination he made a feast, to which he in
vited all the inhabitants of the township, on the con
dition that the village should be styled Tuckerton in
honor of the giver of the banquet, and it was then

and there named by acclamation.
All that portion of Tuckerton which lies on the
easterly side of the creek is a part of what was once
the farm of Edward Andrews, and that which lies on
the westerly side comprises the farm which was owned
by Mordecai Andrews.
The old grist-mill was erected by Edward Andrews

in 1704. He carried on the business until his death,
which occurred in 1712. In his will he bequeathed
the grist-mill to his wife during her life. After her
At the
decease his son Samuel was to have the mill.
death of Mrs. Andrews, Samuel sold the mill to his
brother Jacob, who carried on the business for a short
time, and then sold it to Samuel Shourds, Sr. After
Shourds' death the mill was owned by his children,
and finally Daniel Shourds became sole proprietor.
After his decease his son Samuel owned the mill, but
soon disposed of it to Shinn Oliphant, Sr., and he

went back to his native place, and his son-in-law,
Zebadiah Lim, kept it. After him, Noah Sooy, Caleb
Lane, and Joseph Lippincott succeeded each other in

Joseph
the capacity of landlords of the old tavern.
Lippincott kept the tavern for a long term of years
until it ceased to be a licensed house.
For many
years the " Old Tavern" was owned by Ebenezer
Tucker.

The present hotel of Tuckerton was erected by
Tucker in about 1800, and was known as
Union Inn. Since the erection of this house it has
This house has been reno
had many occupants.
vated more or less by each proprietor, and within the
Ebenezer

past few years it has been enlarged, repaired, and
beautified by its present owner, and is now called the
It is the only licensed hotel in
Carlton House.
and is under the management of its
Tuckerton,

and proprietor, Henry Mulholland.
A few
doors above the Carlton House stood the Forman
House, which was erected by John Forman, Esq., for
a private residence, when the property was purchased

owner

by Ebenezer Tucker, and converted into a hotel,
which was kept open by various landlords.
For a
" Deacon House" was kept as a hotel
few years the

" Big Board
by Lloyd Jones. It is now called the
ing-House,"
and is situated on the corner of Main
and Green Streets, opposite the Carlton House.
The
John D. Thompson House was formerly built for a
hotel by Bennet Rose, who was the principal land
lord for many years.

The custom-house

at Tuckerton has been estab
many years, and is situated on Green Street
near Water.
The officers for 1882 are George W.
Mathis, collector of customs; John E. Pharo, deputy
lished
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collector; Charles W. Palmer, inspector; James W.
Kelley, special inspector.
The post-office at Tuckerton was established prior
to 1800, with Ebenezer Tucker as postmaster, which
position he held until his death, which occurred in
September, 1845.
Owing to the incomplete record,
the historian is unable to follow the successors of
Ebenezer Tucker. The present incumbent is J. D.
Thompson, with Arthur Thompson as deputy.
There is a circulating library in the village, which
was gotten up and is 'still controlled by a company of
ladies.

Among the early merchants of Tuckerton were
Ebenezer

Tucker,

Samuel

Cawley,

Caleb

Evans,

Jacobs Hubbs, Thomas Kelley, James Willits, Sam
uel Deacon, Eyre Oliphant, Sr., George W. Tucker,
Nathaniel Cowperthwaite, Jeremiah Ridgway, Wil
liam Parker, Thomas Horner, James D. Kelley,
Thomas Page, Bront Slaight, William D. Lippin
cott, Noah Edwards, and Samuel S. Downs.
At this date (1882) the merchants are Samuel P.
Bartlett, James Andrews, Benedick & Co., William
Gustavus Hienrick, Mrs. Sue Brown, Mr.
Joslin, Jacob Hopper, C. Q. Kelley, and H. Gison.

Sawyer,

Parkertown is a small hamlet, situated about
two miles north of Tuckerton, in a farming district,
and contains about thirty houses.
It was first settled

by Joseph Parker, Sr., who came from Shrewsbury
in 1721, and purchased a tract of land, cleared a
farm, and christened the place Parkertown.
Galetown, Giffordtown, and Mathistown are small
hamlets, containing from ten to six houses, and are
all named after the numerous families whose names
they bear.
" Down Shore," on
There is also a place called
the
margin of the marshes, which has been dignified by
that name for many years.

Industrial.— The ship-building business began in
Little Egg Harbor about 1800. The first vessel re
"Loranie,"
corded as being built was the brig
owned
in the Shourds family, and built some time after the
war. Since the construction of the
Revolutionary
"Loranie" ship-building has been
carried on to
brig
quite an extent, the principal ship-yards being lo

There have been as many as five
cated at Tuckerton.
large vessels on the stocks at one time in this yard.
Ebenezer Tucker had a number of vessels built, and
Timothy Pharo a still greater number, and his sons
greatly exceeded him in that line of business. The
most extensive ship-owners of the township have
been the Pharos and Jarvis H. Bartlett.
The large
number of vessels which are owned in Little Egg
Harbor require a considerable number of men for

their management, so that many of the inhabitants
of the township are seamen.

A few years ago Tuckerton had sailing under its
custom-house papers over one hundred schooners and
sloops. The white sails and broad hulls of the vessels
in which Egg Harbormen

are owners are seen

in

almost

every part of the sea-board of the United

States.

In 1815 a company of New England men came to
Little Egg Harbor and formed a company and erected
salt-works on the confines of Tuckerton for the man
ufacture of salt. Many of the residents of the town
ship took shares in the concern, which prospered for
a considerable time, but was finally abandoned. The
only branch of industry carried on in Little Egg Har
bor at present

is charcoal-burning

and the oyster

This business is carried on to a very great
In fact, Tuckerton relies on Little Egg Har
extent.
Farming in this township
bor Bay for her support.
is on a limited scale.
Societies. — Tuckerton Lodge, No. 4, F. and
A. M. — This lodge was instituted in January, 1820,
with the following charter
members : Ebenezer
Tucker, David Oliphant, William K. Mason, Eayre
Oliphant, Thomas Evans, John Collins, BorntSlaght,
The first
Isaac Hemenway, and Samuel Taggart.
officers (1820) were Ebenezer Tucker, W. M. ; Wil
liam K. Mason, S. W. ; David Oliphant, J. W. ;
Eayre Oliphant, Sec. and Treas.
The present membership (1882) is fifty-six. The
stated communications of this lodge are held on Wed
nesday evening of each week in Masonic Hall, corner
of Wood and Church Streets (Tuckerton).
The present officers are Francis French, W. M. ; T.
W. Brown, S. W. ; H. W. Sapp, J. W. ; S. G. Clark,
Treas. ; G. W. Mathis, Sec.
Ocean Lodge, No. 38, I. O. O. F., was instituted
July 22, 1871, with the following charter members:
Jacob Ireland, Alexander Coperthwait, John Berry,
James Rager, Lloy Jones, James Anderson, Josiah
Faulkenburg, William L. Darby, John D. Gifford,
Horace G. Ireland, George H. Walker, Samuel A.
Lippincott, William C. Lippincott, William K. Sea
man, Charles E. Berry, William W. Chapman, George
W. Clayton, Samuel C. Styles, Daniel H. Cotton,
Elijah Patent, Robert I. Walton, and Charles A. Faulbusiness.

kenberg.

The first officers were William L. Darby, N. G. ;
John D. Gifford, Jr., V. G. ; George H. Walker, Sec. ;
Horace G. Ireland, Treas.
The present membership (1882) is one hundred.
Meets Thursday evenings of each week in Ma
sonic Hall, corner Wood and Church Streets (Tuck
erton).

The officers elected for the ensuing year, 1882:
James W. Kelly, N. G. ; Jacob L. Coperthwait,V. G. ;
Charles M. Berry, Sec; Alexander
Coperthwait,
Treas.

Purity

instituted

Lodge, No.

April
George

11, 1871.

10,

U. O. O. S. T. op L., was

John E. Randolph,

Thomas

Leek, William Headley, Edward
Headley, Oliver P. Shinn, John Bartlett, Charles E.
Ireland, William C. Sawyer, Daniel P. Joslin, Samuel
Vansant, Robert J. Walton, Daniel H. Cotton, Wil
liam W. Chalten, Ezra Lippincott, Charles
W. Pal-

Brown,
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mer, William Wright, William Rose, George W.
Clayton, Samuel C. Stiles, Madaline Vansant, Senith
Joslin, Margarette Cotton, Hope E. Rose, Mary Pal
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Short or Tucker's Beach is within the limits of
It received the name
Little Egg Harbor township.
of Tucker's Beach from Reuben Tucker, Sr., who pur
At an early date Tucker's Beach
chased it in 1765.

mer, Mary L. Walton, Abbie Palmer.
The first officers elected were Daniel H. Cotton,
N. G. ; John E. Randolph, V. G. ; Daniel P. Joslin,

became a resort for health- and pleasure-seekers, and
without doubt it is the oldest watering-place on the

This society meets on Monday evening
week in the town hall (Tuckerton).

Tucker's Beach, as a seaside re
sort, continued to increase in interest until it became a
noted watering-place.
After it passed out of Tucker's
hands the house was enlarged, and for many years it

Treas. : Charles W. Palmer, Fin. Sec. ; Hope E. Rose,
Rec. Sec. ; Ezra Lippincott, Chap.

of each

The officers elected for 1882 are as follows : Charles
M. Berry, N. G. ; Joseph Hand, V. G. ; Daniel H. Cot
ton, Treas. ; William S. Stillman, Fin. Sec. ; Eliza C.
Steelman, Rec. Sec; Thomas H. Kelley, Chap.;
Hester Berry, G. L.
Inlets and Beaches. — The old inlet was wholly
within Little Egg Harbor township, and lay between
Long Beach and Short or Tucker's Beach, and in old
times it was the only connecting link between the
Atlantic Ocean and the waters of Little Egg Harbor.

It

is probable that the first vessel that entered the old
"Fortune,"
inlet was the ship
commanded by Capt.
Cornelius Jacobson Mey, in the year 1614.
After
the breaking through of the new inlet, sand-bars soon
formed across the old inlet, destroying its former
usefulness for the purpose of navigation, and at this
date (1882) the old inlet is entirely obliterated, the
sand-bars having increased until there is a solid beach
where the old inlet once rolled its majestic waves;
and in consequence of this accumulation of sand

Long Beach and Tucker's Beach are connected, form
ing one beach from the new inlet to Barnegat inlet,
a distance of twenty-one -miles.
The new inlet, or, as it is sometimes called, Little
Egg Harbor inlet, lies between Tucker's Beach and
Little Beach. The new inlet is about two miles wide
from beach to beach, and is the best inlet on the coast
of New Jersey. Vessels drawing fifteen feet of water
pass safely over its bar at high tide; and during adverse
weather the surface of the water of Egg Harbor near
the new inlet is thickly dotted with the sail-furled
hulls of coasting vessels.
It is said that the new inlet broke through Tucker's
Beach in the year 1800, during a violent northeast
storm and in the gloom of night.
That portion of
the beach where the new inlet now flows was at the
time of the inlet's creating occurrence thickly cov
ered with red cedar-trees, it being a kind of valley
between two ridges of sand-hills, affording an in
gress for an unusually high sea.
The sea-coast of Little Egg Harbor has been the
shipwrecks.
scene of innumerable
Many a gallant
vessel of stalwart timber has been stranded on the
beach's sand-bars, many a rich cargo has sunk into
the caves of the ocean, or been borne on the crests of
the waves to the beach's sloping sides.
A small portion of the point of Long Beach be
longs to Egg Harbor, but the principal part of it lies
in Ocean County.

coast of New Jersey.

was under the management of Joseph Horner. In
1815, Mr. Horner erected a house on Long Beach,
and removed there, and Thomas Cowperthwait, a son-

in-law of Reuben Tucker, kept the house for several
In 1828, Rebecca Ragar was the mistress of
the boarding-house pn Tucker's Beach, and she was
succeeded by John Horner, who kept it open for sev
eral years, after which Stephen Willits kept it during
it
one season, and while under his superintendence
years.

was destroyed by fire.

The Little Egg Harbor light-house is located on
Tucker's Beach, near the entrance to Little Egg
Harbor. It was erected in 1848, abandoned and dis
It was re-established in 1867, and
continued in 1859.
has been in operation since. It has an elevation of
tower, painted red, forty-four feet high, and its light
above the sea-level is fifty feet, and is visible at a dis
tance of twelve nautical miles.
It has the fourth order of lens, a fixed white light,
varied by white flashes at intervals of one minute.
Its arc of illumination is north-northeast around by
eastward to south-southwest.
Its distance is twenty
and one-half miles from Barnegat light-house, and

It stands
twelve miles from Absecom light-house.
in latitude 39° 30' 19"', longitude 74° 17' 9".
There is a " life-saving station" on Tucker's Beach,
provided with a crew of several men, and life-boats,
life-cars, and everything necessary for boarding ship
wrecked vessels and rescuing crews and passengers.

CHAPTER XXXI.
LUMBERTON

TOWNSHIP."

Geographical and Descriptive. — Lumberton is
one of the interior townships of Burlington County,
and was thus named on .account of its once contain
The
ing a superabundance of pine and oak lumber.
post-office in this township, located near its
centre on Rancocas Creek, was named Lumberton
post-office; hence the name of the township.
The organization of the township dates from March

first

is bounded on the east and
Lumberton
14, 1860.
southeast by Southampton, on the south by Medford,
on the west by Mount Laurel, and on the north by
Westampton, Northampton, and Eastampton.
1 By W. H. Shaw.
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The following is the act of the Legislature
this township, passed March 14, 1860 :

forming

" All those parts of Medford, Northampton, and Southampton,begin
ning at a station in middle of south branch of Rancocas,opposite the
mouth of Mason's Creek, being corner to townships of Medford and
Evesham; thence along the division line between said townships to a
atone marked ' T. L.' on the west side of the road leading from Brooks'
bridge to Oliphant's mills; thence due eastuntil it intersectsPeacock's
mill-stream ; thence up the middle of the Baid mill creek to the point
where it is intersected by the line dividing the farms of A. B. Moore
and Benjamin Deacon; thence along their line a course north 43° east
to a post in the road leading from Eayrestown to Red Lion ; thence
along said road north 19°43' west,7.40chains to its intersectionby the
line between farms of Benjamin Deacon and William Irick ; thence
along their line north 52°30' east to a point in the middle of Eayres
town mill creek or pond ; thence down the middle of said creek to its
intersection by the line betweenthe farms of J. and S. Butterworth and
J. Roberts; thencealong their line north 20° 15' east 23.25chains to a
stone,also a corner to said Butterworth's and Robert's; thencenorth
72° 45' eastto a stake at the end of S. Woolston's lane on the east side
of the road leading by Edward Black's to Shreveville ; thence following
the line between Southampton and Westampton to corner in South
ampton,line of Southamptonand Westamptontownships; thencealong
the line betweenthem to its intersectionwith thecreekbetweenShreve
ville and Mount Holly ; thence down the middle of said creek to a point
in secondbend oppositean old chestnut-treebelow a large ice-houseof
S. Burtis; thence south 85° west to a stake in middle of the turnpike
from Mount Holly to Lumberton; thence north 34° west to intersection
of north branch of Rancocas; thence down the same to the Forks ;
thenceup south branch to the place of beginning."

The above-described territory embraces an area of
thirteen thousand two hundred and ninety-nine acres
of land, and according to the census of 1880 contained
a population of one thousand six hundred and eightynine.
Natural Features. — Like all the townships cover
ing the banks of the Rancocas Creek, its surface is of
such a wavy or rolling nature as to perfectly drain
the land, thereby the better fitting it for agricultural
purposes. The soil is mostly of a rich sandy loam,
underlaid with marl deposits.

The principal creek is the southwest branch of the

Rancocas, flowing across the township from its south
east to its northwest corner, passing through the
thriving towns of Lumberton and Hainesport.
The
north branch of the Rancocas flows along the north
line of the township, forming the north boundary
line from Mount Holly westerly to the confluence of
the two branches at the northwest corner of the town
ship.
Darnell's mill-stream forms a part of the west
Evans'
boundary line of the township.
Run is a
small stream flowing northwesterly across the south
west corner of the township.
Powell's mill-stream
rises in Medford township, flows northerly, and empties
into the Rancocas a short distance below the village

of Lumberton.
Dinsdale Run, or Mill Creek, rises in
Southampton and flows westerly into the Rancocas at
Lumberton post-office. There are also several smaller
streams flowing into the south branch.
The railroad
of this township are far better than many
other localities in the county.
The Camden and Bur
lington County Railroad crosses the north part of the
facilities

township from east to west, while the Medford Branch
runs from Mount Holly southerly through the town

ship, with its principal depot in the village of Lum
berton.

Early Settlers and Pioneer Incidents. — It is
always interesting to know just who the old pioneer
was, where he came from, where he located, also what
his former occupation was, if he had any, or what
thing he did, the many hair-breadth
and, in fact, we want to know all there was
of him and all that he ever expected to be. Whether
we always get hold of the right thread of the story is
sometimes a question to be discussed.
However, we
wonderful
escapes,

claim no infallibility in the case, and most always
under the supreme necessity of gathering the con
necting links between the bold and hardy pioneer and
ourselves from sources supposed to be reliable, whether
correct in our judgment or otherwise.

As near as can be ascertained the pioneer settlement
of this township was made near the site now occupied
by the thriving town of Lumberton by a man named
Robert Dinsdale.
He was an Englishman by birth,
and a physician by profession, and came here about
the year 1683, and after looking the country over to
his own satisfaction located a large tract of land east
of what is now Lumberton village, covering for quite
a distance what is known as Dinsdale Run.
Could
he have looked down through the future and beheld
what we now behold, the rich valley covered by his
purchase, he would no doubt have begged for years
to be added to his allotted time, or asked the privilege
of being elevated in point of time if not of nature,
and, Moses-like, get a faint glimpse of the land of

milk and honey. But it was not the grand plan of
the S. A. O. T.'U. for the pioneer to do anything more
than to open up the land of rich harvests for his
successors to occupy and enjoy the fruits of his hard
labors.
Soon after Dinsdale located some one built a primi
tive sort of a saw-mill near what is now Lumberton
village, which turned out for those days a large
amount of lumber, most of which was floated down
the Rancocas, and found a market in Philadelphia.
Subsequent to the ownership of Dinsdale, above men
tioned, we find that Joseph C. Haines came in pos
session of a tract of land immediately north of the
village of Lumberton, covering several hundred
acres.

Also that Robert Haines owned a large tract south
east of Lumberton village, between that and Eayres
town. The north part of the township, covering the
village of Hainesport, was deeded
by the proprietors
to some one of the Haines family, while the west part
of the township is still mostly owned by descendants
of the original locators, such as Wilkins,

Roberts,
Engle, Ballinger, Garwood, and others. Among the
early settlers of this township were the Bishops.
Six
brothers of that name came from England, and
located along the Rancocas Creek from Bridgeboro'
to Vincentown, one at each of these
places, and the
other four near or at Lumberton.
William C. Bishop,
a great-grandson of John
Bishop, who located
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is one of the busy merchants of this thriving village.
Sale Coate was also one of the pioneer land-owners
of this township.
His plantation was just south of
the village, and has never since been deeded, passing
down by bequest to its present owner, Philip S. Coate,
of Philadelphia. The Coate family were ardent, oldfashioned Methodists, and the Coate mansion was the
preachers'
home. Bishop Asbury, while here in 1841,
was taken sick, and was cared for at Sale Coate's.
We also find that Samuel Coate was one of the
preachers on this circuit in 1800, and that Michael
Coate, a brother of Sale, was not only a preacher on
this circuit, but presiding elder on the Burlington
Circuit in 1811-14.

Pioneer Navigation Laws. — As the laws referred
to relate to waters wholly within this township, we
give the following extracts of an act passed by the
Council and General Assembly June 28, 1766 :

" Section 1. That from and after the publication of this Act, it shall
and may be lawful to and for the ownersof Buchsaw mills and forgesas
now are or hereafter shall be erected on any of the waters emptying
into the south west or Belly-Bridge branch of AncocasCreek, and who
transport rafts of boards or other lumber, iron or other merchandise,
down the said branch, from any place thereon above Belly-Bridge,to
meet together at the house or mill now belonging to David Oliphant,
Esquire, on the third Saturdayin July, yearly, and by plurality of voices
of the owners so met, to elect and choosea Committeeof four persons,
who, or the major part of them, are herebydirectedto nominatea treas
urer and Collector, and allow them wages for their respectiveservices;
and at a Convenient time to traversethe banks,and view the Southwest
or Belly-Bridge branch of Ancocas,and make such ordersand regulations
respectingthe Clearing and improving the Navigation of the same,or
any part thereof, as they shall esteemnecessary; and alter and amend
the Gamefrom time to time as they shall find it convenient,and enter
on the banks with Oxen or horses to draw out logs and other rubbish,
and hire and set to work day laborers,or agree with any personfor a
sum in gross for particular services; and any two of them may draw
orderson their treasurer for paymentof such sumsasshall be expended
by the order of said Committee,or major part of them. Provided that
in the electing said Committeeno morethan one voiceor votebeallowed
to any one saw mill, forge, or other water-work.
" Sect. 2. And in order to raise a fund for the executing the goodpur
posesaforesaid,there shall be paid to the collector appointed as afore
said, or securedto be paid to him, beforethe removal of any raft, or the
. lading any boat, scow,or battoe, which shall be put in the water or
navigate on any part of the said southwestbranch of Ancocus anywhere
between Belly Bridge and the mills now in possessionof David Oliphant,
Esquire, pr Joseph Heulings, the rates following : for eachraft of rails
the sum of six pence; for eachraft of boards,plank, or any other lum
ber of any kind, the sum of one shilling; and for every load of iron or
other goods,cord-woodexcepted,put on board any scow,boat,or battoe,
to go down the said branch, the sum of two shillings; which rates shall
be paid by the person putting in such raft, or having the care of, or
working such scow,boat,or battoe; andin caseany personshall presume
to pass down the said branch with any raft, scow, boat, or battoe,before
the rates hereby granted are paid or secured,or attempt to evade the
goodpurposesof this act, the collector,or any personor persons,maystop
and detain the person going off on any such raft or boat,and they shall
forfeit and pay the sum of two shillings for each raft or boat attempted
to he so removed,over and above the rate hereinbefore granted; and
thereshall be paid to the collector for everyraft laying abovetwo weeks
in the said branch, the sum of two shillings, unless the want of water,
ice, or someextraordinary reason occasionsthe laying thereof; and the
samemay be removedon shoreor laid on the bank by any person whoBe
rafts."
raft shall be interrupted in passing by such raft or

"
The other three sections relate to Notice to be
given when an unusual quantity of water to be drawn
neglect;"
breaks;"
"Treasurer
"Penalty for
or a dam
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;"
"Rates and penal
and Collector held accountable
recoverable,"
etc.
Among the navigators of
ties how
Rancocas, in the early settlement of Lumberton,
was Capt. Robert B. Thomas, who owned one or more
vessels, and made a business of carrying freight be
tween Lumberton

and Philadelphia.

Civil Organization. — Lumberton

township was or
ganized in 1860 by act of the State Legislature, and the
first town-meeting held at the hotel of Benjamin F.
Davidson, in the village of Lumberton, March 12,

Albert Middleton was chosen moderator, and
B. Ross, clerk. Eight hundred dollars was raised

1861.

J.

for township purposes, and the surplus revenue or
The Medford
dered applied to educational purposes.
and Mount Holly turnpike was made the dividing
line between the two road districts into which the
township was divided, and known as the East and

West Districts.

Fifty dollars was ordered to be raised
by tax to pay physicians for doctoring the town's poor.
Samuel R. Wilkins and William A. Johnson were
appointed to assist in assessing the taxes of the town
ship.

The following officers were then elected for the
ensuing year :
Clerk, Isaac Ballinger; Assessor, Robert B. Engle;
Collector, Richard B. Dawson ; Chosen Freeholder,
Samuel Coate ; Commissioners of Appeals, Benja
min Roberts, Theodore B. Phillips, Mahlon Tash ;
Surveyors of Highways, John S. Ridgway, Horace

Lippincott; Overseer of Poor, William F. Moore;
Judge of Election, Stacey Joyce ; Constable, Jona
than A. Crammer, appointed by committee ; Town
ship Committee, Caleb S. Gaskill, Hollinshead H.
Kirkbride, Benjamin F. Deacon: Overseers of High
ways, George Harbert, Philip Haines ; School Super
intendent, John Black, Jr. ; Pound-Keeper, Isaac
Kelley ; Justices of the Peace, William B. Endicott,
Albert Middleton.
Signed,
Attest,

J.

Albert Middleton,

Moderator.

B. Ross, Clerk.

The following is a complete list of town clerks,
collectors, freeholders, town committee, and
constables from 1861 to 1882, inclusive :
assessors,

CLERKS.
1861-63.Isaac F. Ballinger.
1864-66.Robert H. Brown.
1867-69.John F. Moore, Jr.

1870-72.Henry C. Herr.
1873-76.A. H. Haines.
1877-81.Horace B. Conrow.
ASSESSORS.

1861-63.Robert B. Engle.
1861-66.Robert P. Haines.

I 1867-76.Mahlon Tash.
I 1877-81.Caleb Lamb.
COLLECTORS.

1861-63.Richard Dawson.
1864-66.George D. Hammell.

1865,1867-72.Benajah B. Powell.
1873-81.Joseph Powell.

CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
1861-63.Samuel Coate.
1864-66.Albert Middleton.
1867.Stacey Joyce.
1868-70.Nathan E. Crispin.

1871-73.Philip Haines.
1874-76.Joseph C. Haines.
1877-78.Frank Hackney.
1879-81.Joseph W. Endicott.
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TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE.
1861-63.—
Hollinshead H. Kirkbride, Caleb S. Gaskill, and Benjamin F.
Deacon.
1864-66.—
Nathan E. Crispin, Benjamin F. Deacon,and Robert B. Engle.
1867.—Nicholas M. Coate,Benjamin F. Deacon,and Allen M. Haines.
1868.—Samuel A. Dobbins, Jonathan C. Townsend,and Stacey Styles.

1869-70.—
StaceyStyles, Mahlon Kirkbride, and S. A. Dobbins.
1871.—William Bartram, Edwin T. Crispin, and Mahlon Kirkbride.
1872-73.—
Edwin T. Crispin, Joseph C. Haines, and Isaac F. Ballinger.
1874-75—E. T. Crispin, I. F. Ballinger, and Jacob L. Githens.
^
— Jacob L. Githens, I. F. Ballinger, and Frank A. Wright.
1876.
1877.—
Frank A. Wright, Joseph W. Ross, Albert Middleton, Caleb D.
Gaskill, and Philip Haines.
1878.—
A. Middleton, C. D. Gaskill, Joseph W. Ross, Philip Haines, and
Benjamin Thorn.
1879-81.—
Isaac Fenimore, Isaac F. Ballinger, and Samuel A. Dobbins,

Jr.
CONSTABLES.
1861-64.Jonathan A. Crammer.
1865-66.Joseph B. Morgan.
1867-68.William D. Anderson.
1869.James L Estlow.
1870-71.Isaac Bogearth.

1872,1874.William F. Moore.
1873.GeorgeW. Thorn.
1875-78.William H. Evans.
1879-81.Daniel W. Bishop.

nearly or quite thirty years: This was a fashion
able resort for pleasure parties from the surrounding
A tavern
country during both summer and winter.
It is now
has been kept here till the spring of 1881.
owned by D. Budd Cole, and occupied as a dwelling.
Isaac

Huff

kept the pioneer tavern on the north side

"

House."

Lumberton
ot the creek, now known as the
There has been a tavern at this place since 1790.
The house was rebuilt in 1852. In 1800 there was a
blacksmith-shop on the site now occupied by Theo
Phillips' blacksmith-shop.
Aaron Haines also
dore
The dwell
had a shop on the flat below the village.
ing of Mrs. Moore was built for and occupied as a
blacksmith-shop for several years. The blacksmithshop next south of Mrs. Moore was built by George
The pioneer postmaster was Edward
kept the office iu the store on the north
who
Thomas,
side of the creek. The pioneer school-house of this
village stood nearly opposite the present school build*
ing on Main Street. There never has been a saw- or

Walters.

Villages and Hamlets. — Lumberton.— Previous
to 1795 the village of Lumberton had not grown to
any considerable size, as there were but eleven dwell
ings and a meeting-house there at that date. The
village is pleasantly located on either bank of the
south branch of Rancocas Creek, at the head of nav
igation on that stream, and near the centre of the
township, and in the midst of a rich farming section
of country.
It is two miles south of Mount Holly,
the county-seat.
The Medford and Mount Holly
turnpike, also the Medford Branch of the Pennsyl
vania Railroad, passes through the village.
Among
the pioneers of this place was Solomon Gaskill. He

in the loss of his eyesight, and yet
fortunate in being a preacher of the gospel, and a

was unfortunate

man whom every one respected. Among the other
pioneers -we find the names of Richard Edwards and

Joseph Edwards,

two brothers.
They were mer
chants, and kept the pioneer store on or near the
Evans'
site now occupied by
store, known subse
store,"
"
Burr
as it was rebuilt by
quently as the
Thomas Burr. A man by the name of Hodson, or
Hudson, kept the first store, where W. C. Bishop's
store now stands.
These were the only stores in
Lumberton for a long time. Joseph Edwards had a
store about 1825, opposite Bishop's store, and Sam

grist-mill within the limits of the village, though a
substantial foundation for one was laid at this place,
and in consequence of the wheel being lowered at
the Eayrestown mill the superstructure of this one
was never

In

1852

built.
or 1853 a large foundry was built at this

"

Works."

place, known as The Burlington County IronIt was owned by Irick, Haines, Morris, and others,
and closed in 1861 or 1862. In 1840 there were twenty
vessels of different kinds plying between Lumberton
and Philadelphia, taking from this place wood, lum
ber, and farm produce, and returning goods. Now
there is only an occasional vessel carrying freight
between the two places. Chambers' wharf and Cole's
wharf, a short distance below the village, were built
previous to 1790, and are still used for loading vessels
and discharging cargoes. When Samuel Moore came
in possession of the land on the south side of the
creek he caused it to be surveyed into streets and
building lots. The north side was owned by Thomas
Burr, Samuel Heulings, Jacob Prickitt, and Joseph
Thomas.
They also caused the north side of the
creek to be surveyed into streets and building lots.
Among the pioneers of this town we find the names

uel Heulings kept a store about the same time in the
store now occupied by Ezra Evans.
Shreve was
also one of the pioneer merchants, and Richard

of Thomas Smith, Isaac Smith, John Armstrong,
John Barefoot, or Bareford, and James Rodgers.
Eben Moore was also among the pioneers, and was a
carpenter by trade. The Bishop brothers came in the
early part of the last century.

The tannery went to
ceeded by Hollinshead Hilliard.
The pioneer shoemaker was
decay many years ago.
Daniel Brock, who located here in 1800. His shop

There was at an early date quite an extensive steel
works at this place, located near where the basketfactory now stands. The works were built by a man
named Howell, who operated them till 1820, when
Robert Johnson came in possession, and operated
them till about 1845, when the manufacture of steel
at this place was abandoned.
Lumberton in 1882.— There is at this time

Eayre also kept store on the south side of the creek,
and was succeeded by Joseph Thomas, and he by Frank
C. Doughten, who was succeeded by William C. Bishop.
The pioneer tanner was John Wilson, who was suc

was on the corner of Main and Buttonwood Streets.
The pioneer tavern on the south side of the creek
was kept by Asa Beck, and subsequently by Elias
Voorhees

(father of the venerable Mi's. Moore)

for

(March,
in the village of Lumberton one Methodist
Episcopal Church, one public
school, with John W.
1882)

&

ftp.d-XAM^^
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Nutt as principal, one hotel by Charles T. Shinn,
four stores,— William C. Bishop, Ezra Evans, Jona
than Oatman & Son, and Susan Ridgeway; two
blacksmiths, George Walter and T. B. Phillips ; one
harness-maker, George Farnam ; four shoe-factories,—
Lumberton Shoe Manufacturing Company, established
in fall of 1881, Shinn & Reed, established in spring
of 1882, Frank Morton, established in 1877, and
Samuel Holland, established in 1874; two wheel
William and Charles Dawson and
wright-shops,
Adam Walter; one merchant tailor, John B. Stock
ton ; one brush-factory, Joseph C. Worrell ; one lime
dealer, F. C. Doughten ; and one basket manufactory
by Moses Warwick. The present postmaster is Ezra

Evans ; office in his store on Main Street.
Hainesport is located in the northwest part of
the township, on the right bank of the south branch
of Rancocas Creek, and two miles west from Mount
Holly. The place was known for many years as

Bridge,"
and sometimes it went by the name
Hall,"
"
of Herring
and was changed to Hainesport
in 1850, by which name it is still known.
The pioneer settler at this place was John Cook,
who built the old house now standing in rear of
Widow Barclay Haines' residence. He owned most
of the land upon which the village is located, and
sold to Barclay Haines, whose widow still owns the
larger portion of the original estate.
The pioneer store was built by Robert H. Bennett,
who kept store here for several years. Bennett was
succeeded in the mercantile business here by
Borton, Allen Haines, W. H. Lute, William N. Devoe,
William Bartram, and Walter J. Middleton, the pres

"Long

ent merchant.
The pioneer tavern at this place was built about
1844, by John Cook, and kept by William Davis.
The landlords since Davis have been Robert Peirce,

Mahlon Marple, Daniel Kelley, Asa Shinn, William
M. Adams, Benjamin Downs, and Charles Van Zant.
The pioneer blacksmith of Hainesport is Peter
Walters, who located here in 1860.
His shop is near
the bridge, opposite the foundry.
A steam saw-mill was built here in 1853 or 1854 by
Middleton, Thorn & Co. In about 1870, John D.

Johnson became the owner, and it is now used

as a

store-house for castings made at the foundry.
The old school-house was built in 1847 or 1848,
south of the railroad, near the present depot, and in
1877 the present

brick building was erected on North
Broad Street, at a cost of two thousand five hundred
dollars for lot and building.
The Camden and Burlington County Branch of the
Pennsylvania Railroad located a station here in De
cember, 1867, and appointed Albert Middleton station
and ticket agent, which position he still holds.
A post-office was established at Hainesport in 1852
or 1853, and Robert H. Bennett appointed postmaster.
The present postmaster is Albert Middleton, and the
office kept in W.

J.

Middleton's store.
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The Columbian Iron- Works was established here
in 1852 by John D. Johnson and Richard Dawson,
under the firm-name of Johnson & Dawson.
After
a few years Mr. Dawson retired from the firm, and
Mr. Johnson continued the foundry business till 1861,
when he went into the army.
He was succeeded by
Thomas Adams, who operated the foundry for about
it remained idle till the spring of 1866,
when it was again started by Johnson & Armish, who
a year, when

worked it for about three years, when Mr. Armish re
John D. Johnson conducted the business

tired, and

till

December, 1875, when he died. Since then the
foundry business has been conducted by Mrs. Cath
arine Johnson, assisted by her son, Robert M. John
son. At present the foundry uses about seven hundred
per year, which gives steady employ
ment to forty men. The capacity of the foundry is
five tons of iron per day. This is the largest manu
plumbers' supplies
south or west of New
factory of
York City. Allen Haines built a foundry on the
tons of pig-iron

west side of the creek in 1872, and in 1877 the build
ings were blown down by a hurricane, and have not
been rebuilt.
There is at present in the village of Hainesport one
church (Evangelical
Lutheran), a Union Sundayrailroad station, foundry, black
post-office, and about four hundred in

school, school-house,
smith-shop,
habitants.

Eayrestown. — This is a small hamlet on the
south branch of Rancocas Creek, and in the southeast
part of the township.
This property was owned in
1713 by Richard Eayres, and in 1714 by Peter Bard,
who deeded it to John Borrowdale in 1715.
A saw-mill was built here as early as 1712. Just
who the owners of the Eayrestown property were for

the hundr.ed years previous to 1800 we know not.
Nov. 10, 1812, Asa Eayres and Ann Eayres deeded

the Eayrestown
property to Joseph Walker. This
Asa Eayres was a grandson of the Richard Eayres
who owned the property one hundred years before.

March

25, 1814,

the executors of Joseph Walker

deeded the mill property to John and Joseph Paul.
The property was subsequently owned by persons
living in Philadelphia, of whom Joseph F. Burr pur
chased, and Feb. 14, 1856, sold to Jacob L. Githens.
Mr. Githens was a thorough business man, as well
as a practical miller, and amassed a large fortune be

He was honored by the citizens of
his Assembly district by being elected to the State
Legislature for three successive terms. He built a

fore his death.

store at Eayrestown, and with his store, mill, and
plantation he carried on a large business. In 1868
he associated with him in business his son Frank, and

at his death, Oct. 8, 1881, his son succeeded to the
management of the whole estate.
There is at this
place a store, rebuilt by Frank Githens in 1882, a
flouring- and grist-mill, and about a dozen dwellings.
ChurchEpiscopal
Lumberton Methodist
Methodism in Lumberton dates back to a previous
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As this was one of the pioneer settlements
of the county, the territory was soon embraced within
the bounds of the then existing aggressive system of
itinerancy practiced by the old-fashioned plan of
Methodism, and about the time of the formation of
Burlington Circuit, in 1789, Lumberton became one of

century.

the regular preaching-places on the then large four
weeks'
circuit, a society or class formed, a rude onemeeting-house
built, in what is now the old
story
graveyard, and Thomas Smith was probably one of
if not the first class-leader. In 1810 or 1811 the so
ciety had become so large under the preaching of a

Mr. Wooley or Woolson that it became necessary to
enlarge the old church, which resulted in the build
ing of a larger and more modern structure in 1812.
" On May 8, 1813, Bishop Asbury visited Lumberton,
and spea,ks of there being a church there at that time,
years'
after forty
labor.
Asbury dined with a Mr.
Moore, whose mother was a public speaker (probably
profit."
Quaker), but she attended the meeting with

About this time Uzial Coate was one of the class" In 1814, Bishop Asbury again
leaders at this place.
visited Lumberton, aud was most dangerously sick,
and had to put up at Brother Sale Coate's, at Lum
J." Among the pioneer members of this
berton, N.
society of whom we can get any account were
Thomas Smith, Sally Coate, Mercey Huff, Polly Mid
dleton,

Hannah

Gosling,

John

Moore,

Keturah

Moore, Abel White, Ann White, Jonathan Kirkbride
and wife, Mahlon Kirkbride and wife, Sally King,

Martha Brock, William Brock, Betsey Huff, Abigail
Huff, Hester Ann Coate, Isaac Engle, Ellen Engle.
These were probably mostly among the members
of the first class, still some might not have joined till
or 1810.
In 1832, Mahlon Tash was a
class-leader, and the following are some of the mem
bers of his class : Hester Tash, Sally Dawson, Job
about 1800

Bishop, Hannah Bishop, Becky Ann Wilkins, Eliza
beth Custer, Elizabeth Dawson, Francis Austin, and

Elizabeth Lamb, who now holds the oldest member
ship of any person in this society.
Among the many preachers that have been at Lum
berton we are enabled,, for want of records, to give
only the following list, and these not in their order
of service : Joseph Osborn, Samuel Budd, Daniel
Ezekiel
Fidler, Henry Boehm, John McCloskey,
Cooper, Thomas F. Sargeant, James Moore, Thomas
Ware, J. Walker, George Gruber, David Best, Solo
mon Sharp, Sylvester Hill, Thomas Walker, George
Wooley, David Bartine, Joseph Totten, William
Mills, Thomas Neal, Manning Force, Peter Vansant,
Joseph Lybrand, Michael Coate, Daniel Ireland,
Daniel Parish, Charles Pitman,
Sutton, J. Buck
Owens,
Canfield,
White,
ley,
Jackson, and John Woolston.
The old, or second church, built in 1813, having
become too small for the congregation, and standing
upon the site of the first one, in the graveyard, and
the village having grown away from the church, it

was decided by the church authorities to purchase a
lot on Main Street, remove and rebuild,

suitable

which was done in 1868, when the corner-stone of
the present beautiful two-story church edifice was
The church is a frame building, patterned
laid.
after the Methodist Episcopal Church at Medford,
The present
and cost twenty-five hundred dollars.
Daniel
and
Howell,
Ira
Bishop,
class-leaders are

James Chambers.
St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church.— The
pioneer meetings of what is now St. Paul's Church
were held for some time at private residences in
at the old school-house in
1852, and subsequently
Hainesport until 1874, in which year their church at
Hainesport was built. In 1867 the above-named
church was organized, the following being some of the
original members : George Walther, Sr., Michael
Bauer, William Koch, Adam Greifzu, with Rev. A.
T. Geisenhaiuer as pastor, who served this congrega
tion in connection with his church at Trenton.
The corner-stone of the present frame building
was laid June 7, 1874, by Rev. Vogelbach, assisted
by Rev. Dr. Mann and Rev. Welden, all of Philadel
phia, Pa. The dedication services were held Sept.
20, 1874, and conducted by Rev. A. F. Geisenhaiuer,
of Trenton.
Since Mr. Geisenhaiuer the pastors of
the church have been Rev. Nicholas Qehr, of Phila
delphia; Rev. Bienhauer, who served the church
about two years ; Rev. Mr. Welden, who was at the
time a Lutheran missionary in the State of New Jer
sey.
In 1870, Rev. Lornberger commenced his labors
with this people, and continued about three years. In
1875, Rev. Gaertner preached for this church in con
Orphans'
nection with his duties at the
Home at GerIn the fall of 1876, Rev. E. F. Bayer
mantown, Pa.
was here and preached several times. Sept. 9, 1877,
Rev. A. T. Geisenhaiuer, the first pastor, accepted a
call from this church, and remained a faithful and
devoted pastor of his flock until his decease, March 3,
1882.

Present membership, 50 ; value of church property,
The Sunday-school connected with this church
was organized in 1863, with fifty scholars, and J.
$1800.

Schneit as superintendent.
In 1864, George Walther,
Sr., succeeded Mr. Schneit, and is the present superin
tendent, with an average attendance of thirty-five
pupils.

Burial-Places. — In the cemetery known as the
" old
burying-ground,"
Methodist
located on the east
side of the railroad, southeast part of the village of
Lumberton, we find among others the following in
scriptions upon tombstones : Daniel
Coate, died Oct.
26, 1802, aged
aged 80 ; Rev.

63 ; Sarah

Coate, died

July

12, 1825,

Michael Coate, died Aug. 1, 1814, aged
47; Asahel Coate, died March 16, 1815, aged 34;
Charles Huff, died Nov. 12, 1854, aged 76 ; Abigail
Huff, died March 1, 1857, aged 70 ; Mercey Huff, died

April

26, 1822, aged 81 ; Sarah Edwards, died May
19, 1807, aged 31; William Sharp, died
Nov. 15, 1822,
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aged 60 ; Joseph Hilliard, died May 12, 1868,
aged 77 ; Atlantic S. Prickitt, born March 22, 1803,
died Aug. 15, 1875; Joseph Vernon, born Dec. 12,

1857,

Hannah Gosling, died Oct.

3

1,

5,

1

;
;

6,

2,

;

1,

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

monthly salary, $24.
District, No. 69. — Total amount re
value of school
ceived from all sources, $729.62
number of children between five and
property, $2000
eighteen years of age, 133 months' school,
num
teachers,

;

9
;

;

;

Lumberton

;

ber of scholars registered, 116
capacity of school-house,

average attendance,
one male teacher

160

;

54

at $40, and one female at $20 per month.

70. — Total amount re

Fostertown District, No.

;

;

value of school prop
ceived from all sources, $300
erty, $1000; number of children between five and
eighteen years of age, 50 months' school, 10.5; num
registered, 53 average attendance,
capacity of school-house, 60 one female teacher
at $26 per month.
Hainesport District, No. 71. — Total cash re
;

ber of scholars

;

21

ceived from all sources, $475.94; value of school
property, $2200 number of scholars between five and
eighteen years of age, 121 months' school, 10; num
ber of children registered, 84; average attendance,
;

25, 1845, aged 60.

No. 67. — Total amount
all sources in 1880, $300; value of
number of children between
school property, $800
months'
school,
five and eighteen years of age, 63
average at
number of scholars registered, 48
10
tendance, 25 capacity of schcibl-house, 50 female
from

died Oct. 16, 1850, aged 41 ; Sarah P. Lord, died Jan.
3, 1864, aged 67 ; Hannah J. Adams, born May 27,

I.,

1806, died Dec. 10, 1878 ; William G. Everham, died
Jan. 26, 1863, aged 30;
at Portsmouth Grove, R.
Capt. John E. Pepper, Company G, Tenth New Jersey

;

72. — Total amount received
;

from all sources, $300 school property rented num
ber of children between five and eighteen years of
months'
number of children reg
school,
age, 66
average attendance, 19
capacity of
istered, 58
school-room,
month.

60

one male teacher

at $29.33

per

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
THOMAS

E. MORRIS.

The parents of Mr. Morris, whose life here briefly
sketched, were William H. Morris and his wife, Mar
Their son, Thomas E.,
tha Wilson, both of Rahway.
is

Michael Phifer, died Nov. 4, 1854, aged 68 ; Eliza
beth Phifer, died Oct. 17, 1866, aged 86; Daniel J.
Voorhees, died March 4, 1878, aged 77 ; Joel Oliphant,
died Sept. 2, 1866, aged 58; Elisha A. Lippincott,

Easton District, No.

two female teachers

;

July 3, 1877 ; Annie S. Ross, born Sept. 2,
died Jan. 7, 1871 ; Franklin A. Wright, born
June 18, 1815, died Jan. 15, 1878; Thadious W.
Strieker, born Jan. 22, 1822, died Feb. 7, 1867;
George Washington Clark, Company I, Fourth New
died Sept. 19, 1864, aged 24;
Jersey Volunteers,
1846, died

1847,

39
capacity of school-house, 86
at a salary of $46.30.

9
;

lage, where we find the following inscriptions : George
Utter, died Feb. 25, 1878, aged 45 ; Anthony Wenzell,
died Dec. 19, 1873, aged 86; George G. Dingier, died
Oct. 5, 1862, aged 47 ; J. Clifford Ross, born Dec. 27,

;

pleas

;

is very

;

cemetery

antly located on the pine bluff southwest of the vil

;

New Cemetery. — This

;

1806, died Dec. 10, 1876 ;

Eayrestown District,

received

;

Dec. 25, 1785, died Nov. 20, 1848 ; Caleb Gross, born
11, 1797, died July 1, 1865; Rebecca Chambers,
born 1799, died 1877; Capt. John Chambers, died
Nov. 11, 1846, aged — ; Eli Rinear, died Aug. 12,

July

in the

1
;

Mary Moore, born Nov. 14, 1775, died April 11, 1837 ;
Hosea Moore, born May 28, 1772, died March 25,
1838; William Read, died Aug. 13, 1832, aged 35;
Sarah Read, born March 7, 1792, died March 9, 1872 ;
James Barnett, died April 15, 1830, aged 63 ; Ann F.
White, died Aug. 5, 1869, aged 77 ; Abel White, died
Aug. 1, 1858, aged 69 ; Elizabeth Friend, died June
27, 1835, aged 63 ; William Taylor, died Oct. 3, 1849,
aged 84 ; Vashti Rogers, born Oct. 25, 1869, aged 69 ;
Ruleph Voorhees, died Oct. 16, 1799, aged 58; Ann
Cheeks, died July 29, 1866, aged 69 ; Henry Cheeks,
born May 31, 1786, died April 3, 1864 ; Matilda Phifer,
died May 31, 1852, aged 19 ; Joseph Dobbins, born

D. Worth, died Dec. 13, 1863, aged 71.
Schools. — There are five school districts
township, named and numbered as follows

;

72; Abraham Reeve, died Sept. 19, 1825, aged 69;
Lavina Reeve, born May 22, 1773, died July 26, 1851 ;

Mary Ann Endicott, born Feb. 28, 1829, died
Feb.
1868; Sarah Tash, died Oct. 14, 1864, aged 32
John S. Ridgway, born March 13, 1807, died July 26
1879 Sophia M. C. Lute, born April
1836, died Aug
died March 18, 1877
29, 1879; Susan O'Connor,
Joseph
Joseph Gamble, died Dec.
1878, aged 78
1868

;

1848, aged 82; Francis Bodine, died Sept. 27,
1822, aged 78; Mary Bodine, died Dec 15, 1820, aged
19,

1875
Volunteers, born June 24,, 1837, died Oct.
Charles M. Conrow, born May 20, 1815, died Sept.
1853
Perninnah Lipsett, died Oct.
1853, aged 54
John Pritchard, born April 15, 1818, died Sept.

;

aged 66; Daniel Leeds, died July 7, 1815, aged 42;
Mary Sharp, died Dec. 10, 1862, aged 69; John
Sharp, died May 15, 1849, aged 67 ; William's. Leeds,
died March 28, 1829, aged 28; Beulah Leeds, died
Dec. 1, 1826, aged 48 ; William Woolston, died Dec.
6, 1806, aged 20; Mary Middleton, died Jan. 16, 1828,
aged 68 ; William Brick, died aged 74 ; Rosamond
Brick, born Oct. 8, 1800, died Sept. 20, 1881; Han
nah Wilkins, died Dec. 21, 1805, aged 65 ; Susanna
Austin, died Oct. 7, 1823, aged 86 ; Francis Austin,
died March 22, 1841, aged 83 ; Debora Brock, died
Feb. 27, 1822, aged 57 ; Theophila Rogers, died Oct.
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was

born Jan.

mained

under

21, 1817, at Rahway, N. J., and re
the parental roof until his fifteenth
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year, when he repaired to Philadelphia and became
an apprentice to John Mitchell, for the purpose of
He subsequently
acquiring the carpenter's craft.
the business for a brief time, but finally
removed to Macon, Ga., and engaged in mercantile
pursuits in connection with his brother.
Failing health induced his return again to Phila
delphia, where he embarked in the business of whole-

continued

sale'groceries, which was continued for a number of
years. He then removed to New Jersey and located

in the township of Lumberton, having previously be
come largely interested in the manufacture of gas- and
water-pipes at this point.
The firm was at first styled
John S. Irick & Co., but was subsequently known as
the Hainesport Iron Company.
Mr. Morris, having
a large amount of stock, was chosen its manager and
financier, and conducted its affairs with great ability
and discretion.
His superior business qualifications
and marked force of character contributed greatly to
the success of his career.
In politics he was formerly an old-line Whig, and
on the organization of the Republican
an earnest supporter of its principles.

party became
religion he

In

and a zealous adherent of that faith.
Mr. Morris found leisure to devote to the management
of an extensive farm on which he resided and greatly
improved and which is now the property of his son.
was a Quaker,

Thomas E. Morris was married in Philadelphia on
the 25th of September, 1839, to Miss Elizabeth, daugh
ter of Allen and Tacy Shoemaker, to whom were born
children,— Martha W., Tacy
S., wife of Frank C.

Gillingham, of Philadelphia; Josiah W., deceased;
Mary S., and Thomas E., who succeeded to the farm
in Lumberton.
The death of Mr. Morris occurred
Aug. 19, 1867, in his fifty-first year.

JOSEPH C. HAINES.
The grandparents of Mr. Haines were Jeremiah
Haines, born in 1779, and his wife, Elizabeth Bis
pham, of Moorestown, whose birth occurred the same
year. They resided on the family property now oc
cupied by Joseph C. Haines.
The death of Jeremiah
Haines took place on the 29th of July, 1822, in his
forty-third year, and that of his wife Aug. 6, 1867, in
her eighty-eighth year. Their children were Joshua,
William E., Jeremiah, and Margaiet. William E.,
of this number, was born Feb. 22, 1804, and was
united in marriage to Miss Sarah Ann, daughter of
Joseph Coles. He followed farming pursuits, and
resided upon the homestead until his death, which
occurred April 4, 1839, and that of his wife April 20,
1844.

Their only son, Joseph C. Haines, the subject of this
biographical sketch, was born Dec. 18, 1835, at the
paternal home.
His early life was principally spent

in Burlington and Camden Counties.
The schools in
the latter county afforded him opportunities of edu
cation, after which he engaged in farming pursuits in
Camden County.

He was married, Jan. 28, 1858, to Miss Mary P.
Stiles, born March 28, 1835, and daughter of Benjamin
and Martha Stiles, whose home was adjacent to
Mr. and Mrs. Haines have had six
children, — Howard B., Lizzie S., William
E., J.
Ridgway, Benajah P., and two who died in infancy.
After his marriage Mr. Haines removed to the
homestead farm, where he at present resides. He has
always manifested an active interest in public affairs,
Moorestown.

and been a leading representative of the Republican
party in his county.
He has been freeholder of his

township, and held other minor offices, but devotes
his time principally to the management of his estate.

JOHN BLACK, Je.

John Black, Jr.,

son of John Black, and the fourth
by that name in Burlington County, was born at " Lo
Hall," Springfield
cust
township, Nov. 21, 1817.
Mr.
Black remained at home until sixteen years of age,
when he entered Princeton College, from which he
graduated two and one-half years later. His chosen
occupation was that of farming.
He remained on
the homestead until 1846, when he settled on the
" Wigwam farm," in
Lumberton township, where he
remained. until his death, which occurred July 11,
1880.
Mr. Black married, Dec. 12, 1850, Mary Anna,
daughter of Benjamin Clark, of Princeton, who sur

Their children were four in num
ber, — Julia Belle, John, Charles C, and Anna C. B.
Newell, the latter deceased.
Further details of the
family history may be found in the sketch of John
Black.
vives her husband.

BENAJAH

B. POWELL.

The Powell family are of Quaker descent, the
grandparents of Benajah having been Joseph and
Ann Bishop Powell, whose residence was in North

ampton township, now known as
Westampton,
they followed agricultural employments.

where

Their children were Virgin, Rebecca, and Joseph.
The latter was born May 5, 1783, in Westampton,
and having succeeded to the homestead, he estab
lished the reputation of a thrifty and successful
farmer.
He married Mary Butcher, whose birth oc
curred Dec 14, 1786.
Their children were Ann B.
(Mrs. James Gardner, of Mount Holly),
and Joseph, who died in early life.

Benajah,

Joseph Powell's death occurred
in 1816, and that
of his wife Mary in 1851. Their son Benajah was

born Feb. 10, 1812, in the
township of Westampton,
where his boyhood was spent at school.
He subse
quently resided for a brief interval at Mouut Holly,
and completed his education at
Gummere's school in

Burlington, N.

J.
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His mother having been a widow during this pe
riod, soon after married Mr. Isaac Fennimore, and
removed to the estate now occupied by Joseph Pow
ell.
Here Benajah remained until his marriage,
when he repaired

to Smithville, and located upon
At a later

land left by his father, Joseph Powell.
period the farm now owned and occupied

by Joseph

Powell became his home.
was'
He
united in marriage to Miss Martha Ann
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Engle), Mary (wife of Nathan Buzby), Martha (wife
of Thomas Deacon), and Rebecca, all of whom settled
in New Jersey. Of these, Cyrus, the subject of this
sketch, married, May 17, 1828, Elizabeth, daughter of
Jarvis Stokes. Their children are Cyrus (the third),
to whom the homestead was left by his father; Jar
vis, who died at the age of ten ; Abigail, and Mary.
The family through the four generations have been
identified

with

the Society of Friends.
life to agricultural

Fennimore, to whom were born eight children, as fol
lows : Mary B., who married Zebedee R. Wills, of
Evesham township ; Joseph ; Isaac, who died in in

of temperance, and was himself

fancy; Isaac M., who resides on an adjoining farm;
Allen F., who occupies the homestead farm near

his life.

Smithville ; Samuel, who died in infancy ; Martha
M. ; and Annie B., who is married to D. Budd Cole.
Mr. Powell was in his business relations eminently
successful. As a Republican in politics his influence
was apparent in the township, and though not am
bitious for distinctions of a public character, he held
for six years the office of collector of Lumberton, and
was fulfilling its duties at the time of his decease,
which occurred May 3, 1872, in his sixtieth year.
Mrs. Powell survived him, and died in 1876, in her
sixty-seventh year. Mr. Powell was in his religious
faith a Quaker, and a. member of the Mount Holly
Friends' Meeting.
He was a man of great integrity
of character, of kindly instincts, and throughout his
life he enjoyed the esteem of all to whom he was
known.

His son, Joseph Powell, was born April 24, 1835,
on the homestead near Smithville, where he re
with his parents uutil their removal to his
present home, to which he succeeded at the death of
his mother.
He is a Republican in politics, and has
been the recipient of various marks of confidence
from his party.
He was formerly township collector,
and at present fills the position of county collector.
He is a director of the Mount Holly National Bank,
and also of the Mount Holly Insurance Company.

Mr. Powell inherits the activity and public spirit of
his father, and affords encouragement to all worthy
enterprises which are associated either with his town
ship or county.

CYRUS

MOORE.

Cyrus Moore

was born in Lumberton township,
Burlington Co., N. J., on the homestead of his an
The progenitor of the family
cestors, Oct. 30, 1798.
here was Joseph Moore, a native of England, who
married a Miss Stokes, and built the house on the
The old family Bible, contain
homestead in 1754.
ing the coat of arms of the Moore family, brought
from England by Joseph, is still in possession of the
Cyrus, son of Joseph, inherited the homestead
and married a Miss Austin, who bore him children, —
Joseph, Abel, Cyrus, Charles, John, Uriah, Patience
(wife of William Williams), Eliza (wife of John
family.

devoted his active

Mr. Moore
pursuits on

the homestead, was a zealous advocate of the cause
a man of correct
habits, having never used either tobacco or liquor in

Dec

He lived to

5, 1880.

His

be over fourscore years, and died
widow survives in 1882, and was

born in September, 1808.
Cyrus (the third), who is the present occupant of the
old Moore homestead, is a worthy descendant of his
noble sires. He possesses the strength of character
and fortitude of mind which distinguished his father,
and the mild, courteous, and hospitable disposition
characteristic of his mother's family.
He is plain,

He is a warm friend, an
practical, and unassuming.
affectionate son, and kind brother, a good citizen, and
a valuable and influential member of society.

JOSHUA

B.

WILKINS.

Joshua B. Wilkins was born in the township of
Lumberton, Burlington Co., N. J., onthe homestead,
near the old Friends'
meeting-house, July 16, 1816,
and died Dec. 28, 1880.
His parents died when he
was quite young, and he went to live with his grand

father, Joshua Ballinger, and subsequently with Wil
liam Jessup, where he remained until his marriage,
and became inured to farm-work.
He married, Nov.
11, 1841, Mary M., daughter of Nathan and Rebecca

Roberts, of Lumberton, who was born July 21, 1820,
and survives in 1882, residing on the homestead.
Their children are all deceased, viz. : Rebecca H.,
who was the wife of Robert H. Hurley; Joseph B.,

and William Henry Wilkins, who died in 1875, aged
twenty-six, leaving a widow.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Wilkins were members of the

Evesham Monthly Meeting and of the Easton Par
ticular Meeting.
Mr. Wilkins was a thoroughgoing

farmer near his native place during his active busi
ness life, and identified with the worthy local inter
ests of his township.
His father, Joshua Wilkins
married Rebecca Ballinger, and their children were
Sarah, William (deceased), and Joshua B. Wilkins.
His grandparents were William and Sarah Wilkins
township.
who also resided in Lumberton
Sarah

Wilkins was a minister of high standing
Friends' Society, her labors

in the
being chiefly confined to
the vicinity where she resided. The parents of Mrs.
Wilkins were Nathan and Rebecca Roberts, also mem
bers of the Evesham Meeting.
The former died July

4, 1875, the latter

in

1882, aged eighty-seven

years.
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CHAPTER XXXII.
MANSFIELD TOWNSHIP.1
Situation and Boundaries.— Mansfield is one of
the northeastern townships of Burlington County.
It is bounded north and northeast by Bordentown,
northeast by Chesterfield, south by Springfield, and
southwest by Florence.

Descriptive. — The soil is somewhat varied, but
generally sandy loam predominates, and Mansfield is
regarded as one of the best wheat-producing
town
ships in the county.
It is a remarkably healthy lo
cality, long noted for the longevity of its inhabitants.
Chestnut and oak timber predominate, and many
keels for vessels have been furnished from the Mans
field woods.
Bacon's Creek
is plentifully watered.
flows along its eastern border, Assiscunk Creek along
its southern border, and Kinkora Creek rising in its
southeastern corner, and flowing through the township
Mansfield

in

a northwest course.

of the township are good roads,
and direct communication with sur
rounding townships and villages, and the Kinkora
Railroad traverses the
Branch of the Pennsylvania

In all

affording

portions
easy

township north and south, with a station at Columbus.
Settlement. — The early settlers of Mansfield were
mostly Friends, and came to America between 1677
and 1682. Some who were not among the first in the
township undoubtedly departed from their native

They were frugal, industrious,
land at a later date.
Most of them were land-owners and
and intelligent.

men of wealth and standing in England. Some of
them became prominent in affairs of the township,
county, and State. While in the succession of gen
erations some few families may have degenerated or
become nominally extinct in the township, the de
scendants of most of the pioneers have been well known
and useful in every generation, and to-day many of
the leaders in public matters residents in Mansfield
bear the names of those who laid the foundations of
its substantial existence two centuries ago or longer.
An early settler was Michael Newbold, who located
a tract of eight hundred acres along the Assiscunk

Creek, now owned by Theodore B. Pope, Joseph Col
kitt, S. Frank Hawey, Marmaduke Pancoast, Eliza
beth Schuyler, and others.
Jonathan Barton took up a tract of eight hundred

acres adjoining Newbold's, and now owned by Amos
Keeler, Clayton A. Black, Charles Wright, Jr., and
Peter E. Harvey and brothers, and extending to
Craft's Creek.
On the other side of Craft's Creek a tract of five
hundred acres was taken up by Thomas Scattergood,
who with his family lived in a cave on the south bank
of the stream, traces of which are still discernible.
1 By Judge Clayton A. Black.

A portion of this property now belongs to Hannah
M. Black, who is a direct descendant of Scattergood,
another to Charles Wright, Jr., and another to Van
Scattergood reared in this simple
sciver Naylor.
habitation a family of nine children, and at his death
He was noted for his kind and
left a large estate.
liberal treatment of the Indians, who were always on
In his will he made an
the best of terms with him.
express stipulation that they should be treated kindly
and allowed the privilege of living on the estate if
they chose to do so.

William Biddle and Thomas Potts located large
tracts of land, some of which is now owned by their
Both of these men were well known
descendants.
and respected in their day and generation.
William Emley took up land next to the Biddle
His
tract, and became a man of local prominence.
estate

out of possession of his

has passed entirely

family.

'

East of the tracts mentioned were those located or
purchased by William Black, Thomas Curtis, Martin
Gibbs, Michael Buffin, Caleb Shreve, Ezra Robbins,
and one Ivins. William Black first located in Bor
dentown township, at what is now known as " Iron
sides" (the home of the
late Commodore Stewart,
known as " Old Ironsides"), and after taking up sev
eral other tracts, purchased of the heirs of Percival

Towle about four hundred acres on Assiscunk Creek,
the old Black homestead there, decidedly one of the
best farms in the township, now belonging to one of
his descendants.
Those above mentioned were the early settlers of
Mansfield, those who were the pioneers in very truth.
They were soon followed by the Harveys, Bownes,
Ellises, Scotts, Aaronsons, Atkinsons, Pancoasts, and
Popes, who became land-owners and farmers, and
many of them prominent men.
Very prominent among the first settlers were Wil
liam Emley and William Black, who came by the
flie-boat " Martha" in 1677, landing at Burlington.
A year later came William Biddle, Michael Newbold,
and Percival Towle.
A little later arrived Martin
Gibbs, Michael Buffin, and Thomas Curtis. These
were followed by Job Harvey, Benjamin Shreve,

Daniel Ivens, and others scarcely less conspicuous.
At different times William Emley, William Black,
Jonathan Barton, William Biddle, Percival Towle,
and Michael Newbold were members of the Council
of Proprietors.
John Emley, son of William Emley, was a success

ful farmer, who was a very wealthy man for the time
in which he lived, and a leading member of the So
ciety of Friends.
His sons filled offices of trust and
honor in the county and State ; William having been
elected to the Legislature in 1850-51. There are few
direct descendants of the first William Emley
living,
and none in this township.
The name of William Biddle appears in the records
of nearly every early arbitration or council
held in
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the province, and he is said to have been a man whose
importance was exceeded by few others of his time.
His son, Thomas Biddle, was a successful business
man, and Israel Biddle, his grandson, was a member
of the New Jersey Legislature, and held other im
portant offices.

William Black filled numerous important positions,
and was one of the most prominent men of his day
and generation.
He was possessed of considerable

wealth, and had a large estate in England prior to
He was twice married.
His
coming to America.
eldest son, William, and John, his second son, were
both prominent in the county.

Jonathan Barton was a very
any of his descendants live in
Percival Towle, though a
prominent in his time, seems

wealthy man. Few if
the vicinity.
large landholder and
to have left no direct

arrival in Mansfield,
Michael Newbold removed to Springfield township.
Martin Gibbs was a leading surveyor, and a man of

descendants.

Soon

after

his

such inventive and mechanical genius that he is tra
made a compass

ditionally accredited with having
which did him good service.

Among the descendants of pioneers and others who
have figured prominently in public affairs and in
various branches of industry and trade since the be
ginning of the present century, Israel Biddle deserves
mention as having served in the State Legislature

and

in minor positions. Moses Wills was a judge of the
Court of Errors aud Appeals, a member of the Legis
lature and of the State Constitutional Convention,
and held other important trusts. William Black is
well remembered as an influential person. Samuel
Black, his son, was a member of the Legislature when
the charter was granted

for the construction of the
Camden and Amboy Railroad, a judge of the Court of
Common Pleas, and for many years a member of the
George Black, another
county board of freeholders.

of the Legislature, a State director
of the United Railroad Company for twenty-three
years, collector of the township, seventeen years free
holder, director and one of the original incorporators
of the Mount Holly Bank, director of the Mercer
County Mutual Insurance Company, and at the time
of his death, in July, 1872, judge of the Court of
Common Pleas. Nathan W. Black held several offices
in the township, and died at the advanced age of
son, was a member

ninety-two years.

Job Harvey was a man of some prominence.

Among

others of his family who were well known were his
son, Peter Harvey, and Peter, son of Peter, and the
father of Peter E. Harvey & Brothers, famous for
Chalkley Atkin
their enterprise in tobacco culture.
son was a grandson of Benjamin Atkinson. He was

in his time, and with the late Charles
Stokes, George Haywood, and John Black was instru
mental in procuring the charter for a railroad from
Philadelphia to New York, which was the earliest in
the State. He was afterwards engaged in building the
prominent
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old Delaware and Atlantic Railroad, whose road-bed

of the Columbus and Kinkora
He was noted for his genial qualities and
versatile brain, and was the originator of many enter
prises of importance. He was the first man who burned
limestone in New Jersey. He and his brother, Clayton
G. Atkinson, were the first to burn brick with coal in
Philadelphia, giving up the business and returning to
Mansfield about 1821.
The latter was a bricklayer by
is now the road-bed

Railroad.

trade, and the first man to construct a successful open
grate to burn hard coal, which was made for a broker
in Philadelphia, upon the principle of the cold-air
flue. Nathan Atkinson, a brother of Chalkley and
Clayton G. Atkinson, was a prominent
carpenter
and builder in Philadelphia, where he made consider
able money, returning to Mansfield, where he bought
a farm, on which he lived until his death in 1877, at
the age of ninety-three years. None of these brothers
died below eighty years of age.
The mother of Capt. James Lawrence was a Tail-

man, and a native of Mansfield, and the celebrated
naval hero spent much of his early life there.
John Bishop was of the firm of Bishop & Sparks,
the first to successfully manufacture drop-shot.
He
was not born in Mansfield, but was for many years a
resident there ; a leading citizen, a strict Quaker, and
Joseph Shreve and John
a man of great integrity.

Harvey held offices in the township, and were respected
throughout Burlington County.
Benjamin Gibbs, the grandson of Martin Gibbs,
was largely interested in property in Columbus, and
did much to improve that village.
He was for several
years collector of the township, and later member of
the State Legislature.
At the present date the men who hold prominent
positions in business and commercial circles who have
been preferred politically are John Bishop, Peter E.

Harvey, Robert Aaronson, Augustus M. Wills, presi
dent of the Mount Holly National Bank and director
of the Mount Holly Insurance Company, and George
B. Wills, twice a member of the Assembly, both sons
of the late Judge Moses Wills; Clayton A. Black,

judge

of the Court of Common Pleas of Bnrlington
Amos Gibbs, son of Benjamin Gibbs, was
elected clerk and afterwards auditor of Burlington
County, and is a man of considerable influence socially
and politically. There are others who have not been
County.

inclined to accept official preferment who are promi
nent for their attention to business pursuits.
John I.
" Jerseys" in
Bishop has one of the finest herds of
the
State, and a farm of over five hundred acres ; he grows
about twenty-five or thirty acres of tobacco yearly, and
is an extensive manufacturer.
The Harvey brothers
are also prominent tobacco culturists. John P. Hutch
ison has a large and productive farm, and devotes his
attention to stock-breeding.
The Jersey cattle are
among the most valuable in this country, and a cow
from his farm lately brought the highest price ever
paid for one of that breed. Dr. R. H. Page is re-
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garded by the profession as a leading physician, and
is one of the prominent business men of the township,
and is conspicuously connected with local railway
interests. Aaronson, Harvey & Co. are men of stand
ing, and take a high rank in the business community.
Civil Organization. — Mansfield was one of the
original townships of Burlington County.
It was

laid out at the organization of the county, and, like
other townships in existence then, incorporated in
1798.

This township formerly embraced considerably
more territory than it does at the present time. A
portion of Bordentown
township was taken from
Mansfield in 1852, and the whole of Florence the
same year. It now embraces nearly twenty thousand
acres.

Civil List. — No

records of Mansfield township of
an earlier date than 1773 are to be found or believed
At that time the various town
to be in existence.
ship offices were filled as follows :
Constable, Martin Gibbs ; Assessor, John Black ;
j1
Freeholders, William Potts and Caleb Shreve, M.P.
Surveyors of Highways, William Shreve and Abednego Wright; Overseers of the Highways, John At
kinson and John Tallman, Jr. ; Overseers of the Poor,
John Aaronson and Thomas Curtis; Collector, Thomas

Curtis; Clerk, John Imlay; Township Committee,
RobertField, Abednego Wright, Caleb Shreve, M.P.,1
Clayton Newbold, Jonathan Barton, John Black, and
Joseph Pancoast, Jr.
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
William Potts, 1774; Caleb Shreve, 1774,1780-83; Clayton Newbold,
John Black, Sr., 1775-78,1799;Phillipp
1775-78,1799-1801,1813-17;
Bowne, 1779,1786-94;Thomas Curtis, 1780;Daniel Hancock, 178186, 1788-90,1793-97,1799-1807;John Pope, 1784, 1785; William
Black, 1787,1798,1813-20; Daniel Newbold, 1791,1792; Jonathan
Barton, 1795; John Ivens, 1796.1797,1802-4,1806,1808-12;Peler
Ellis, 1805; James English, 1807-12; Joseph Craft, 1808-12; Samuel
Black, 1818-45;Peter Harvey, 1821-23;Israel Biddle, 1824-37,1853;
James Shreve,1838-47; Moses Wills, 1846; William Gilbeit, 184751; Gorge Black, 1848-52,1854,1855; Thomas Wainwright, 1856-58;
Ridgway Hancock, 1859,1861,1862; John Bishop, 1860; Benjamin
Gibbs,1863; Robert Aaronson, 1864; Charles D. Shreve,1865; Wil
liam Carty, 1866-68;William Gibbs, 1869-71; Charles N. Shreve,
1872; Robert Newell, 1873-75;William P. Shreve,1876-78; Abner
Page, 18J9,1882.
TOWNSHIP CLERKS.
Joseph Imley, 1774-76;Augustine Tallman, 1777,1778;John Pope,1779
-92; Jacob Vansciver, 1793; Joel Gibbs, 1794-99;ThomaB Stanley,
1800,1801,1806-37;Jacob Woolcot, 1802-6; Caleb S. Wright, 1838;
Jonathan Scattergood,1839; Samuel Black, 1840-45; William H.
Pancoast,1846-48; ThomasB. Black, 1849-60;Amos Gibbs, 1861-63;
Charles W. Ware, 1864-66; Roberts S. Ivins, 1867; Samuel Rhubarb,
1868; Shipley W. Haines, 1869; Joseph Gibson, 1870-72;Nathan A.
Barber, 1873-75;Barclay Hampton, 1876,1877; Thomas Pointsett,
1878-80;Nathan Nixon, 1880; Samuel W. Ware, 1882.
ASSESSORS.John Black, 1774,1791; Philip Bowne, 1775-77,1780-83,1786; William
Potts, 1778-79; Daniel Hancock, 1784-87,1792,1800-1801,1805-6;
Jacob Woolcott, 1785,1789-90; Benjamin Fenimore, 1793-95,179799; Amos Ellis, 1802-4,1807-13; John Hawey, 1815-21; Israel Bid
dle, 1814; Jonathan Scattergood,1822-26; William Biddle, 1827-49,
P."

The meaning of these letters in this connection is not
i"M.
known, but it has been suggestedthat Shreve had beena member of
Parliament in England.

1851; James P. Goldy, 1850; William Carty, 1852,1854-56; William
P. Harvey, 1853; Joseph Rigen, 1851,1858; William Lower, 1859-60;
Aaron S. Robbins, 1861; William Richardson, 1862; William Cronk,
1863; William Gibbs, 1864-66; George Wispert, 1867; J. Harvey
Rogers, 1868-69; Charles W. Ware, 1870-72; William S. Harvey,
1873; Joseph W. Gibson, 1874-78.
COLLECTORS.
Thomas Curtis, 1774; Thomas Pancoast,1775; Lawrence Minor, 1776;
Thomas Biddle, Jr., 1777; William Wright, 1778; Moses English,
1779-80; John Deacon,1781; MoBesNutt, 1782; Adam Nutt, 1783;
Edward Rockhill, Jr., 1784; Philip Bowne, 1785-86,1788;Joseph
English, 1787,1804; Benjamin Atkinson, 1789-90; Caleb Scatter
good, 1793-95; Daniel Ivens, 1769-1802,1817-21; Thomas Shreve,
1805-7;John English, 1808-14;Israel Biddle, 1815;Samuel Bowne,
1822-25;George Black, 1826-40,1842-47;Peter Harvey, 1841; Ben
jamin Gibbs, 1848-53; Levi Gibson, 1854-58; GeorgeB. Wills, 1859;
William H. Pemiock, 1860-63; Benjamin S. Bryan, 1864; Clayton
Hancock, 1865-69; Robert Aaronson, 1870-71,1880-82; G. Frank
Harvey, 1872-74; George W. Ridgway, 1875; Albert U. Dobbins,
1876-79.

Villages and Hamlets. — Columbus

is the princi
in Mansfield.
It is situated on the Bur
lington and Wrightstown road, in the south part of
the county west of the centre, and on the line of the
Kinkora Branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad.
pal village

Columbus was formerly known as " Encroaching
Corners,''
from the fact that some land-owners there
persisted in encroaching upon the highways with

their fences. Several quarrels and litigations occurred
in consequence, and the locality was given the name
of " Black Horse." Subsequently, at a public meet
ing of the citizens, the name of Columbus was sug

gested and adopted by the majority against a small
One of the most strenuous opponents
dissenting vote.
of the measure was a certain tavern-keeper, who at
once caused a large black horse to be painted on his
sign, and declared he would sell nothing over his bar
to any man who refused to refer to the village as

" Black Horse."

Samuel Starkey had a blacksmith-shop in Colum
bus as early as 1776, and about 1800 was succeeded
by his son Thomas, who continued industriously to
hammer hot iron from " sunup" to sunset until
1845,
when he gave place at the forge to Joseph Kinsley.
Later blacksmiths at that shop were Eli Reeves,
Barton Rainier, Eli Gibson, and John Cox, who tore

down the shop and built a dwelling on its site. Wil
liam Huston was a blacksmith in the village as
early
as 1824.
One of his successors was John Cox. John
Craft leased the shop and employed Lewis Stevens to
carry on the business for him when he was engaged
in carriage manufacture there.
village

The

black

smith at the present time is the Mr.
Stevens above
mentioned, who has since entered business on his
own
account.
A blacksmith-shop, which has since been
torn down to make room for a
dwelling, was built by
Amos Gibbs and rented to various
successive occu
pants.
There are no traditions of early wagon-makers
and
wheelwrights.
John Craft some years since estab
lished a large business at Columbus
in the manufac
ture of fine carriages and wagons
and sleighs gener-
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ally, finally removing to Burlington. His successor
was Lukens Raab, who was succeeded by Raab &
Soders.
Columbus contains two steam-mills, one of the
largest canning establishments in the country, four
large stores, a drug-store, a seminary, the usual variety
of mechanics' shops, a public library, and four
churches.
The main street is beautifully shaded and
bordered with many neat and handsome dwellings,
and on all sides are manifestations of thrift and en
terprise.

Georgetown. — The
size and

next point of importance in
is
in Mansfield
to Columbus
in the southeast corner of the township.

enterprise

Georgetown,
It contains an extensive carriage-manufactory, a store,
a church, some small mechanics' shops, a tavern, and
several dwellings.
This village was for some unex
plained reason formerly known by the uncomplimen

tary and uneuphonious name of " Foolstown." It is
surrounded by a rich agricultural section, and much
money changes hands there, the trade of Messrs.
Frazier & Sons and the carriage-factory of Robert
Newell being worthy of note.
Three Tuns is the somewhat odd name of a hamlet
on the Columbus and Kinkora road, in the northwest
part of the township.
It is said that a hotel there
formerly bore the sign of three tuns or casks, whence
the appellation.

It

two blacksmith's
several dwellings.

shops, a Methodist Church, and

Mansfield

contains

one wheelwright's

and

dentown turnpike, a little northwest of the centre of
It is a pleasant locality, containing a
the township.
Friends' meeting-house, a Friends' school, and several
residences. The church and school here are older
than any others in the township.
Kinkora Station is a hamlet in the northwest
part of Mansfield, at the terminus of the Kinkora

Branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad and its junction

with

the Amboy Division.

It

contains

a railway

depot, two extensive ice-houses (two of the many be
longing to the Knickerbocker Ice Company of New
York), and a few houses, owned in connection with a
brick-yard just across the township line in Florence.
Opposite Kinkora is Newbold's Island, sometimes
ealled Biddle Island, upon which is located a large

ice-house, the property of the Pennsylvania Ice Com
pany.

Schools. — The first school-house in this township
built at Mansfield by the Society of Friends about
1786, and was under control of that organization until
the present public school law deprived schools man
was

by religious sects of all State moneys, which
were directed to the use of public schools, though to
this day this school is aided largely by the care of
Friends. Later a school-house was built near the junc
aged

tion of the Mount Holly and Three Tuns road with the
Burlington and Columbus road. There is a schoolhouse about a quarter of a mile below the site just
23

mentioned, and it is generally believed that the old
school-house above referred to was many years ago
removed to that place, but has long since been super

A school-house
structure.
School-houses
was early erected near Georgetown.
were subsequently built at Columbus, Black's Lane,
and Three Tuns.
From about the year 1800 to 1849 the farmers of
this township and adjoining neighborhoods educated

seded by a more modern

their children mostly at home under the care of gov
After the latter date they sent their chil
ernesses.
In 1870 a large building
dren to boarding-schools.
was erected in Columbus by a number of leading
citizens, and a private school known as the Columbus
was opened therein, which is now in a
flourishing condition, and under the able manage

Seminary

ment of Prof. William B. Kirkbride.
Under the general free school laws of New

Jersey

the township has been divided into five school dis
tricts, named and numbered as follows :
Grove District, No. 8 ; Columbus District, No. 9 ;
Georgetown District, No. 10 ; Mansfield District, No.

Tuns District, No. 12.
According to the last published report of the State"
Board of Education, the educational statistics for
Mansfield township for the school year ending Aug.
11 ; and Three

31, 1880, were as follows :

Total amount received from all sources for public
school purposes : District No. 8, $300 ; No. 9, $595 ;
No.

is a hamlet on the Columbus and Bor
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No.

No. 12, $360. Value of
No. 8, $450 ; No. 9, $600 ;
No. 10, $500 ; No. 11, (rented) ; No. 12, $600. Num
ber of children of the school ago : District No. 8, 72 ;
No. 9, 176 ; No. 10, 74 ; No. 11, 50 ; No. 12, 68.
Number of teachers employed : District No. 8, one
female at a salary of $25 per month; No. 9, one male
10, $350 ;

school

11, $300 ;

property : District

per month, and one female at $16.66 per
month ; No. 10, one male at $30 per month ; No. 11,
one female at $25 per month ; No. 12, one male at
at $40.91

$24.33

per month.

The Methodist Episcopal Church of Columbus.
— A Methodist class was organized in Columbus
probably as early as 1817, some think about 1820,
and meetings were held in a school-house, which in

In 1857 the pres
ent church was erected, at a cost of about one thou
sand dollars.
Lack of records prevents the presentation of as
good a sketch of the history of this church as may
1849 was converted into a church.

The Columbus class and later church
was successively on two or three charges, but most of
the time the place of residence of the pastors on the
Columbus charge.
Below are the names of the pas
seem desirable.

tors since 1846:

Griffith

Edward Page ; 1848, Wil
W. W. Christine; 1850, Joseph
Sleeper;
1851-52, J. J. Hanly ; 1853, Nehemiah
Stokely ; 1854-55, Samuel H. Johnson ; 1856-57,
J. Vansant and J. T. Connolly ; 1858, E. Waters •
1846,

liam Tunison;

1849,

; 1847,
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E. Waters and W. T. Abbott; 1860-61, M. B.
Osborn ; 1862, R. B. Sutcliff; 1863, Noah Edwards
and William E. Greenbank; 1864, Noah Edwards
and J. E. Adams ; 1865-67, D. L. Adams ; 1868, A.

remote situation, the badness of the roads, and the
inclement weather.
It will perhaps interest some
readers who are residents of Mansfield township to
learn that this remote place with its bad roads, and

Matthews ; 1869, L. M. Atkinson ; 1870, T. S. Wil
son ; 1871, T. S. Wilson and George D. Collins ; 1873,
T. S. Wilson and James Rogers; 1873, S. M. Hudson
and James Rogers ; 1874, S. M. Hudson and John L.

at that day one of the frontier settlements, was none
" Ogston Farm," the present residence of
other than

The Sunday-school connected with this church is
an offshoot of a Union Sunday-school organized about
1821.

The trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church of
Columbus in 1882 were Amos Keeler, Thomas Keeler,
Jonathan Gilbert, Henry K. Gilbert, John Saap, and
Charles England.
Friends' Meeting,1 — Burlington Quarterly Meeting
was established 9th mo. 29, 1686, and the first meet

ing was held at the house of William Biddle, at
Hope,"
"Mount
on the Delaware River, directly op
Island,"
"
posite
Biddle's
and which was subsequently

Landing,"

known as "Biddle's
but more recently the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company have called it Kin
Kinkora and
kora, on account of the Columbus,
Springfield
Railroad Company having one of its
termini at this point. The Quarterly Meeting con

Biddle's house till the
time of his death, which occurred in 1712, when it
was removed to Burlington, and after the lapse of a
few years it was held alternately at Burlington and
Chesterfield (now Crosswicks village).
Mount Hope
was selected as the most suitable place for the holding

tinued to be held at William

of

it,

owing to its central location and greater con
venience of access to the different settlements of

a

a

Friends, which were now being extended along the
river and numerous creeks as far as the " Falls of the
Delaware"
(Trenton), and in
few years they were
sufficiently numerous at Kingwood and Bethlehem,
which subsequently, with other contiguous territory,
constituted the county of Hunterdon, to set up a
Monthly Meeting as subordinate branch of Burling
ton Quarterly Meeting.
Not having the requisite
data at hand to fix definitely the year when the first
meeting-house was built at Mansfield, which, how
ever, was in the early part of the eighteenth century.
It was the custom anterior to the time of its erection
to hold meetings for divine worship alternately at the
houses of the earlier settlers in the different neigh
borhoods, as we find in the records of the Quarterly

1

,

Meeting shortly after its establishment the names of
three individuals mentioned at whose houses such
meetings were held, viz., at John Day's,
and John Curtis'.
In further searching the records
we find soon after the meeting directs that that held
at John Curtis' house be discontinued, owing to its
By John Bishop.

Prior to 1783 all the members of the Society of
Friends living in Mansfield township were within the
limits of either Burlington or Chesterfield Monthly
Meetings.
In the year 1783 Burlington Quarterly
Meeting decided to establish another Monthly Meet
ing, under the title of Upper Springfield, composed of
Arneythe four Preparative Meetings, — Mansfield,
town, Upper Freehold, and Upper Springfield. Each of
membership of nearly two hundred and fifty
members, including adults and children, all of whose
names are recorded in family groups in a book kept
for this purpose.
It appears there were at that time
Meetings
Preparative
in the township, under the
two
these had

respective

titles of Mansfield and Lower
The latter, being retained as subordinate
Burlington Monthly Meeting, was located
Bustleton,"
now the village of "
what
public district school-house now stands,

Mansfield.
branch of
at or near
where the

while the
former was set off to the new Monthly Meeting of'
Upper Springfield.
The original meeting-house

erected by Friends in Mansfield, then, as now. com
paratively a mere hamlet, was a long, narrow frame
building, which was replaced by larger and more
a

E.

a

J.

modern brick structure, upon or near the same site,
in the year 1812. One end of the old house was re
moved to another part of the property and converted
into
still standing, and which
dwelling, which
was generally tenanted by the teacher of the school
established by and under the supervision of trustees
is

1882,

appointed

by the Preparative
Meeting, or by the
sexton who had the care of the meeting-house, adja
cent yard, etc., and burial-grounds.

The First Presbyterian Church of Columbus
Aug. 15, 1835, with the following
members Thomas Scott, Elizabeth Scott, John and
Sarah Adams,
Elizabeth Taylor, Harriet Brian,
Annie Brown, H.
Osborn, Ann Sapp, Mrs. Har
rison Wright, Luke Reed, Dr. John F. De Heiniken, Peter Hess, Maria Hess, Mrs. Lydia Scoby,
Margaret Scoby, William B. Houston, Walter
S.
Wright.
was organized

S.

Willey.

Wagg ;

a

J.

is

S. M. Hudson ; 1876-78, C. F. Downs ;

a

1875,

Bishop, around which cluster many histori
incident to the Revolutionary war.

cal reminiscences

:

Hill ;

1879-80, M. C. Stokes ; 1881,

John

I.

1859,

The church was organized by Rev. James Patter
The first elders were Dr. John F. De Heiniken
and William Scoby.
Rev. Sylvanus Haight, from Philadelphia, was the
first stationed pastor. He was installed in 1836. The
second was Rev. John Scott.
Rev. Samuel Miller
came in 1845 as stated supply, and served the church
nearly twenty years with small compensation.
He
was followed by Rev. P. B. Van Sycle as stated
sup
ply one year, and in 1866, Rev. H. R. Hall was inson.
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stalled as pastor, and remained two years.
The
present pastor, Rev. H. R. Hall, was installed Sept.
1, 1868.

The earliest

Presbyterian

meetings in Columbus
some huge oak-trees. Then a
tent was procured, in which services were held regu
larly for nearly a year. The house of worship still
in use was built in 1834.
The church has grown steadily from the first, and
were held underneath

very notably since the beginning of Rev. Mr. Hall's
pastorate in 1868, when the membership was twentyeight, as against the present membership of fifty.

The Baptist Church of -Columbus. — Baptist meet
ings were first held in Columbus in an old carpentershop as early as 1830, by Rev. C. W. Mulford, the
pastor of the Pemberton Baptist Church. Regular
services were held here once in two weeks for a period
of about sixteen years by Rev. Mr. Mulford and other
missionary preachers from Pemberton, Mount Holly,
and Vincentown. In 1841, William Smith supplied
the pulpit, and on the 25th of February, 1841, a
church

organization

was perfected with
Benjamin
Edwards,

nineteen

Thomas
Heritage, Elijah Cathcart, Thomas Carty, John Bar
ber, Jonathan S. Powell, James Lawrence, Catharine
Keeler, Rebecca Heritage, Mary Edwards, Elizabeth
Cathcart, Mary Harris, Sarah Carr, Lydia Howell,
members, as follows :

Ann C. Barber, Rachel Barber, Miss M. Remear,
Sarah Lippincott, and Charlotte Rankin.
The church was organized by Rev. D. S. Palmer,
Job Gaskill, and Anthony Logan, of Pemberton ;
Rev. William Smith, Peter Sexton, Sexton Emley,
and Daniel Poinsett, of Jacobstown ; Rev. W. E.
Dickens and David Oliver, of Burlington ; Rev. J. C.
Harrison, J. K. Hillier, S. White, J. Higgins, C. G.
Ferguesson, and Rev. J. Beldon, of Bordentown.
carpenterServices were regularly held in the old
which
a
committee
time
shop from 1830 to 1839, at
was appointed to purchase a plot of ground and erect
a more suitable house of worship, and in the fall of
the same year

a small church edifice was erected,
which was a plain wooden structure. Here they con
tinued to hold regular service until Aug. 12, 1872,

when the church was deemed inadequate to hold the
congregation, and the trustees were ordered to dispose
of the church and sheds, which were sold to the vil
lage authorities to be used as a town hall. In 1873 a
committee composed of the following persons were
appointed to purchase a lot and erect a more commo
dious church edifice. The committee consisted of

David Haines, Joseph Calkitt, Benjamin Rogers, Ed
A plot of ground
ward Potts, T. P. Pope, S. Rogers.
purchased
for six dollars and fifty cents, and a
was
erected and dedicated upon its
was
brick edifice
completion, Nov. 6, 1873, by Rev. P. S. Henson, of
Philadelphia, assisted by Rev. Henry Wescott and
others.

The first regular pastor was Rev. Job Gaskill, of
He was installed in 1846. He was fol

Pemberton.
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lowed by Revs. H. C. Putman, 1851 to 1854 ; Samuel
M. Lyons, 1856 and 1858 ; E.
Gale, 1854 and 1855 ;
C. Ambler, 1859 and 1860 ; William H. Jones, 1861

J.

and 1862 ; J. M. Lyons, 1863 and 1865.
In 1866 the
church had no regular pastor. Rev. William D. Sigfried came in 1867 and 1868 ; George W. Snyder,

W. B. Tolen, 1872 ; Henry Wescott,
A. Babcock, 1877 and 1878. The
present pastor, Rev. R. Cheney, was installed in
1879.
The present membership is one hundred and
1869 and 1871 ;

1873 and 1876 ; C.

sixteen.

The Hedding Methodist Episcopal Church of
records
Three Tuns. — Owing to the incomplete
of this church organization the historian was unable
the pastor more than the present
membership and the late progress of the church.
He has, however, from other sources obtained a few
facts in relation to the early history of the church.
A class was formed here at an early period, and ser

to find out from

vices were first held in a school-house.
Here they
continued to worship until 1847, when a plot o1
ground was given by John Biddle, and a church edi
fice was erected and dedicated on its completion. The
church

is a small wooden structure, situated in the

centre of the town.

Among the early members were William
William Carty, Kerlin Carty, Rebecca Carty,
Gilbert, Rebecca Gilbert, Sarah Quicksell,
Gilbert, Julia Shreve, Sidney Martin, and

Gibson,
Thomas

William
Edward

Ashby.

The pastors that have filled the pulpit, as far as
could be ascertained, have been Revs. Edward Page,
W. Johnson, William Christian, Daniel Adams, Mr.
James Vansant, Mr. Downs, M. D. Stokes,
and H. Wagg.
The present pastor is Rev. Joseph
Willits.
The trustees are William Shreve, Israel Speal,
George Green, Shreve Carty, and Benjamin Ettinger.
Waters,

The present steward is Shreve Carty. The church
Value of church prop
has a membership of sixty.
erty, one thousand dollars.

The Methodist Episcopal Church of George
town. — Centrally located in Georgetown is the house
of worship of the Methodist Episcopal Church of that
place, which was organized something like twenty
years ago, and has been ministered to by preachers
mentioned in connection with other Methodist Episco
pal Churches in this township.

Cemeteries. — The first burying-ground opened in
was the Friends' graveyard at Mans
field, which contains the remains of many of the
early settlers, and is marked by crumbling head
stones, some of whose inscriptions have become il
the township

legible by exposure to the elements.
The Mansfield Cemetery was laid out about 1865,
These are
and the Columbus Cemetery about 1868.
the only public burial-places in the township.
Here
and there on farms may be found isolated
most of which were made years ago.

graves,
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Industrial Pursuits. — The Columbus and Kinkora
Railroad was originated by and built under the man
agement of residents of Columbus, — John Bishop, the
president ; Clayton A. Black, the vice-president ; Dr.
R. H. Page, secretary and treasurer; and a number
of directors residing there and near there in the
township.
township was the first in Burlington
grow tobacco. This industry
to
successfully
County
was begun about 1866 by Peter E. Harvey & Bros.,
and was soon entered upon and prosecuted vigorously
Mansfield

by

John I.

Bishop, who manufactures a large amount
There are several others in

of his stock into cigars.

the township experimenting
good promise of success.

in tobacco culture with

Raab & Sollers, at Columbus, Robert Newell, of
Georgetown, and Asa Carty, at Three Tuns, are en
gaged in the manufacture of wagons and carriages of
different kinds.

The Columbus Steam-Mills were erected in 1848
by the Columbus Steam-Mills Company, of which
the following were members : George Black, John
Curtis, Moses Wills, Clayton G. Atkinson, Charles
Atkinson, Israel Goldy, Charles Aaronson, and others.
George Black was president ; Moses Wills, secretary
and treasurer ; and Clayton G. Atkinson, superin
Subsequently the property was purchased
by Charles Atkinson, who added a saw-mill.
The
miller for some time past has been Thomas S. Page.
In 1875, Israel Kerlin built a steam-mill at Co. lumbus, which he has managed successfully since.
One of the most important of Mansfield's industries
tendent.

is the canning establishment of Aaronson, Harvey &
Co., at Columbus, which was put in operation in 1875,
since that time, in the fruit and vegetable seasons,
giving employment to many hands, and providing a
sure home-market for such products as its trade de
mands.
Ashby's steam grist-mill, which is located on Eng
lish Creek, which flows through the northwestern
part of the township, was erected in about 1818 by

Joseph Potts, who carried on the business for several
years, and was succeeded by Edward Ashby in 1838.
In 1857 the old mill was destroyed by fire, and re
built the following year, and steam-power added. In
size the mill is thirty-two by forty-five feet. In 1876,
Timothy W. Ashby succeeded his father, Edward
Ashby, and has carried on the business since.

Fire Company and Societies.— The Franklin
Fire-Engine Company op Columbus.— The Frank

lin Fire-Engine Company was organized about 1828,
reorganized in 1861, with Dr. R. H. Page as
president, Peter E, Harvey as secretary, George B.
Wills as treasurer, and John Kerlin as foreman.
The old engine of this company was a curiosity in
"gallery"
its way, — one of the antiquated
engines, —
"
Columbus."
and was known as the
It was ex
changed for the present "brake"
and

called the

"Franklin,"

in

hand-machine,

1861.

Societies. —At different times tem
have flourished at Columbus for
longer or shorter periods.
None are in existence at
Temperance

perance

societies

this date.

Columbus Lodge, No. 101, 1. O. O. F.— This lodge
June 27, 1850. It ceased working, and
was reinstituted March 12, 1868.
The charter mem
bers in 1850 were William I. Black, Aaron Johnson,
Thomas Inglin, John B. Taylor, and Thomas Inglin.
The following were the first officers elected : N. G.,
Aaron Johnson ; V. G., John B. Taylor ; Sec, Wil
The succes
liam I. Black ; Treas., Thomas Inglin.
sive Noble Grands have been as follows : Aaron
Johnson, John B. Taylor, Samuel Inglin, James H.
Warner, Burgess A. Emley, William P. Harvey, Levi
Gibson, Barzillai Inglin, Abel R. Hodson, Joseph P.
was instituted

Goldy, Thomas McDonald, Frank Hancock, Edward
Wills, Thomas B. Black, John Inglin, William Gibbs,
Charles Inglin, Alfred C. Haines, Content Inglin,
Cortland Inglin, Amos K. Duble, Abner Nixon, Caleb
G. Kinsley, Asa C. Hancock, Charles Shinn, Nathan
Barber, Barclay Hampton, William Minor, Lukens
P. Raab, Abner Page, John H. Day, Robert Lucas,
Joseph Tye, Charles Ware, Aaron Haley, Timothy
Ashby, Gilpin T. Walton, Thomas Gifford, Caleb S.
Aaronson, Edwin Inglin, Amos Blake, Samuel R.
Ware, and Thomas Poinsett.
The officers in June, 1882, were as follows: Benja
min T. Walton, N. G. ; Thomas Swain, V. G. ;
Thomas S. Page, Sec. ; Lukens P. Raab, Treas. The
membership at the date mentioned was ninety-nine.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
HON. GEORGE

SYKES.

Probably no man in Burlington County was more
generally known or more highly esteemed during his
lifetime than the subject of this sketch. His ancestry

in this country is traceable in a direct line to John
Sykes, of Ashford-in-the-water,
Derbyshire, England,
who emigrated to America with his son Samuel, and

the wife and children of the latter, in the ship " Jeffere,"
in 1683, arriving at Burlington on September
1st of that year, old style.
He died in the winter of

1683-84, and was buried in the Friends' buryingground at Burlington. The site of this burial-place
was afterwards opened as Broad Street, and is now
occupied by the Camden and Amboy Railroad, be

tween Wood Street and Main Street, about one-third
of the distance from the former. John Sykes was a

widower and an aged man upon his coming to this
country.
His two sons, Anthony and Samuel, were
early and prominents adherents of Quakerism
in

England.

killed in
mine.

The former became a minister, and was
fall of earth and stone in a lead-

1678 by a
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and nephew, Thomas
Sykes Earl, near
Sykesville, where he located and died on July 1,
1687, leaving

Warren,

John

married

a widow, who afterwards

a neighbor, and had two children,

viz. : Eliza

it,

beth, who became the wife of Isaac Harndr, of Bor
Upon the first settlement of
dentown, and John.
the family they dug a cave on the easterly side of the
tract, and erected a cabin over
where they lived
¦until the autumn of 1685, when the present dwellingis

now
house was erected. The old Sykes homestead
occupied by William Ridgway.
It was devised by

John

Sykes (2d) to Anthony, by him to his son
Thomas, and by Thomas to the subject of this sketch.
8,

John Sykes, son of Samuel, born May 1682, mar
ried Joanna, daughter of Robert and Ann Murfin,

He was

almost as an oracle.

a

upon

Democrat in politics, though not an ardent politician,
and from 1843-48 represented the Second New Jersey
member of that body
District in Congress. While
" Friend Sykes, the Quaker mem
he was known as
ber,"
and was on familiar terms with the leaders of
his time.
He was an early and earnest supporter of
a

Thomas

was looked

funds for the construction of
the bill appropriating
Professor Morse's experimental line of telegraph from
Washington to Baltimore.
He was on board the ill" Princeton" in 1844, when the " Peacemaker'
fated
gun burst upon her and killed Secretaries Upshur
and Gilmer and other notable persons. Mr. Sykes
was standing near Governor Gilmer, and while help
mattress the secretary died.
ing to raise him upon
In 1847 he was named for Governor of New Jersey,
and was the second choice of the Democratic Con
vention of that year. He represented the First As
a

After the death of John Sykes his son Samuel pur
chased about two hundred acres of land, comprising
the farm which he subsequently devised to his brother
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sembly District of Burlington County in the State
Legislature in 1877, 1878, and 1879, where he was

seven years.

useful and valuable member.
He never married.
Socially he was very companionable, full of anecdote
fault, with
soul
and humor, generous and kind to
above treachery, dishonesty, and deceit. He never
a

a

solicited a man for his vote, and never asked any one
to pay him for his services, always depending upon

He was very popular
them to hand in his dues.
throughout the county, and his demise was greatly
lamented.
He passed away on Feb. 25, 1880, appro

priate resolutions being passed by the Legislature of
the State on March 1st following.

4,

;

;

;

Anthony, son of John and Joanna (Murfin) Sykes,
was born May 20, 1717, and died Oct. 24, 1783.
He
married Mary, daughter of Thomas and Edith Newbold, and widow of Empson Wright, and had chil
dren, — Edith, who married Thomas Earl, had seven
Anthony, who
children, and died Sept. 11, 1817
married Mary Johnson, had nine children, and died
at Sykesville, N. J., on Oct. 19, 1821
Samuel, died
Feb. 26, 1829
Mary, who married Jonathan Curtis,
had one child, John S. Curtis, and died July 31,
1834; Katherine, died March
1836; Thomas, born
July 31, 1764, married Mary, daughter of James and
Mary Lawrie, had five children, — George (our sub
ject), Beulah, Lydia, Edith, and Ann, and died in
November, 1852; Benjamin, died May, 1801; and
John, who died in the spring of 1803.
George Sykes, son of Thomas and Mary (Lawrie)
Burlington Co.,
Sykes, was born near Sykesville,

a

and died in Bordentown, Oct. 26, 1771, having lived
in great union and harmony with his wife for sixty-

Burlington, Ocean, and Monmouth Counties, and no
case where the title to land was in dis
witness.
pute was tried without his being called as
wonderfully retentive memory, and ab
He had
vast amount of information, which he freely
sorbed
His
dispensed to his friends without fee or reward.
knowledge of the early settlement and old families of
Burlington County was also extensive and in local
affairs, involving the examination of ancient facts, he
;

a

a

a

important

is

a

is

I.

a

a

fession throughout his life, being in later years mem
ber of the Council of Proprietors, of West New Jersey.
He became a famous authority upon the metes and
bounds of the cedar swamps and barren wastes in

a

a

education under John Gummere, of Burlington. In
surveyor
early life he embarked in the business of
and conveyancer, and continued to practice that pro

mies at his own door.
At the time of John Curtis' settlement he appears
deed of gift dated Aug.
to have had a family, for by
a

age

is

When fifteen years of

a

on Sept. 20, 1802.

he commenced teaching school in the Mount Pleasant
school-house, and subsequently taught at Juliustown
and Sykesville.
Still later he received an academic

one of the oldest in Burling
The Curtis family
The original ancestor in this country
was John Curtis, who emigrated from England at an
tract of
early day, and in March, 1684, located upon
fortyland purporting to contain three hundred and
now
seven acres, but really much more, in what
Mansfield township, including the principal part of
Bishop, near Columbus,
the present farm of John
and the westerly part of the farm now occupied by
To this tract
the widow of the subject of this sketch.
of land John Curtis gave the name of Ogston, which
descendant
He was
has ever since retained.
son, but perhaps a grandson) of Thomas
(probably
Curtis, woolen draper, of Reading, England, and
Anne, his wife, both of whom were severe sufferers,
and above mediocrity in position and intelligence,
among the earliest and most prominent members of
in
the Society of Friends at its first organization
England. Anne Curtis said to have had consider
per
able influence with the king, her father being
sonal friend of the king in the time of the civil war,
king's ene
having been hung without trial by the
ton County.

it

N. J.,

JOHN SYKES CURTIS.
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in the office of the Secretary of
State at Trenton, he conveys the three hundred and
forty-seven acres of land " at a place formerly called
Mount Pleasant, but now by the said John Curtis
Ogston,"
to his son Thomas and the heirs of
called
his body lawfully begotten ; and for want of such
10, 1686, and recorded

issue, after the death of said Thomas and of his father
and mother, John and Anne Curtis, to David and
Jonathan Curtis, sons of the said John and Anne,
At that time,
and to their heirs and assigns forever.
there being no meeting-house in the neighborhood,
the Friends held their meetings at the house of John
Curtis, at Ogston.
John S. Curtis was the grandson of the Thomas

mentioned above ; the latter had two wives and a
number of children, and lived where John I. Bishop
Maj. John Curtis, a half-brother of
now resides.
Jonathan (the father of our subject), occupied the
Thomas Curtis place in his lifetime.

The parents of John S. Curtis were Jonathan and
Mary (Sykes) Curtis. They were married in the year
1800, and lived where Mrs. Ann Curtis now resides.
Their only child was John S. Curtis. He was born

on the home-place on April 1, 1808, and died at the
During his entire life
same place on Jan. 3, 1870.
he engaged in agricultural pursuits on the old home
stead,

and led a simple, retired, and blameless life.

He was no public man, and carefully avoided all
forms of ostentation, governing his daily walk by the
humble rules of the Society of Friends, to which he
belonged.
He was kind to the poor, generous to
and kindred, and a cheerful supporter
He enjoyed academic
of all worthy enterprises.
instruction
under John Gummere, of Burlington,
and was well read and informed upon the live ques

his

friends

of the day. He married on June 13, 1849,
Ann, daughter of Thomas and Mary Sykes, and had
His widow occu
two children, who died in infancy.

tions

pies his old family residence at the present writing,
1882.

HON. GEORGE BLACK.
son of William and Hope
(French) Black, was born on the homestead farm of
his parents in the year 1800.
He remained with his

Hon. George Black,

father on the farm until he attained his twenty-third
year, when in connection with his brother-in-law,
Moses Wills, he embarked in the mercantile business
at Columbus, Burlington Co. The venture proved
successful, and the partners purchased largely of real
from which they realized large advances.
Mr. Black was a man of great mental and physical
activity, and was one of the most prominent and
public-spirited
men of his time. He transacted a
large amount of public business, and was held in
general respect and esteem for his integrity and high
moral principle.
He was collector of Mansfield

widely throughout

He was
the county and State.
elected to represent Burlington County in the State

Legislature at a time when his party was largely in
the minority. He was appointed to the office of State
prison inspector, and subsequently was chosen by the
Legislature one of the State directors of the Camden
His name was also
and Amboy Railroad Company.

At the time of
frequently spoken of for Governor.
his death, on July 21, 1872, he was one of the judges
of the Court of Common Pleas of Burl;ngton County,

of the board of directors of the Mount
president of the Columbus,.
Kinkora and Springfield Railroad Company, of which
he was one of the projectors, and a director of the
Mercer County Mutual Fire Insurance Company of
Pennington, N. J. His widow, Hannah M., n4e At
kinson, survives him, together with an only son,
Judge Clayton A. Black, of Columbus.
a member

Holly National Bank,

JUDGE CLAYTON A. BLACK.
Judge Clayton A. Black, only son of Hon. George
Black, was born in the village of Columbus, Sept. 27,
1839.
He removed with his parents in 1849 to a farm
belonging'
to the Black family, which his
formerly
Upon
father gave him the management of in 1861.
Judge
just
village
of
Columbus,
outside the
this farm,
Black has resided since.
In 1864, with Peter E.
Harvey, he obtained a charter to construct a railroad
on the old bed of the Delaware and Atlantic Railroad ;
this was completed, fourteen miles in length, in 1872.
His father accepted the presidency of the company,
Upon the death of his
and he was made a director.
father, he was a second time tendered the presidency,
but accepted the position of vice-president.
In 1872
he was chosen director of the Mercer County Mutual
Fire Insurance Company, and of the Mount Holly

In 1873 he was made a director of
the Bordentown Turnpike Company, and has been
several times pressed to accept political honors, but
National Bank.

declined, until Governor McClellan tendered him the
appointment of judge of the Court of Common Pleas

of Burlington County, which he accepted, and went
Judge Black is
the bench in April, 1878.
deeply interested in agricultural pursuits, and has
done much to bring about a mutual understanding

upon

between the farmers and tax-payers, and for the pro
tection of game, laws for which were drawn by him,
and may be found upon the statute-books.

estate,

township for over twenty years, and chosen freeholder
for nearly the same length of time. He was known

CHAPTER XXXIII.
MEDFORD

TOWNSHIP.1

Geographical and Descriptive.— Medford is one
of the southwest border townships of Burlington
County, and is bounded on the east by Southampton,
1 By W. H. Shaw.
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MEDFORD
on the southeast by Shamong township, on the south

by Camden County, on the west by Evesham and
Mount Laurel, and on the north by Lumberton
township.

Medford was formed from Evesham township, and
the act of Assembly organizing it was dated Feb. 4,
1847, and is described as follows: "All that part of
the township of Evesham that lies easterly of the

following: beginning at a station in the
middle of the south branch of Rancocas Creek, and
opposite the mouth of Mason's Creek ; thence up the
channel of the said Mason's Creek to a stone at or
near the head of Darnell's mill-pond, standing north

boundaries

23°

west 13.50 chains from the middle of the bridge
over said creek on the Mount Holly road; and 'from
thence on a course south 4° west to the line of Cam
den

County."

Natural Features.— The surface of this township
is what might be termed level, yet sufficiently undu
lating for all the purposes for which it is used. The
southern portion is mostly occupied in the culture of
cranberries, while the northern portion is better
adapted to cereals and grasses.
That portion used for

agricultural purposes is quite productive, as it has
been brought to a high state of cultivation by an in
telligent use of the different kinds of fertilizers.
In
the extreme southern part of the township there is
quite a large tract covered with pine and scrub-oak,
peculiar- to this part of Burlington County.
The
township is well supplied with water by the southwest
branch of Rancocas Creek and its numerous tributa
ries, mostly rising in this township and forming the
head-waters of this branch of the Rancocas.
The
township covers an area of twenty-four thousand four
hundred and twenty-nine acres, and contains a popu

lation of nineteen hundred and eighty, according to
the census of 1880.
Early Settlers and Pioneer Incidents. —This
township being a part of one of the original town
ships, and covering as it does a portion of one of the
branches of the Rancocas, it was no doubt settled
nearly or quite as early as the northern portion of the
No doubt the
township from which it was taken.
original settlers were members of the Society of
language"
Friends, as the "plain
is still used to a
great extent, especially among the older inhabitants.
when the first settler located in what is now Med

Just

ford, or where he located, we are unable to say, but
tradition says that Robert Eves, after whom Evesham
How
was named, was the pioneer in this township.
ever this may be, it is a settled fact that Mr. Eves had
a saw-mill near the present site of the town of Med
ford as early as 1727, and an old account-book shows
that the mill was in active operation as late as 1730.
The Haineses were among the first and largest land
The fol
owners in what is now Medford township.
parcels or tracts of land are taken
lowing-mentioned
from Revell's Book
George Haines:

of Surveys,

as

copied by Dr.

TOWNSHIP.
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June 3, 1700,John Haines, 50 acres, surveyedon south side of south
branch of Rancocas.
11th mo., 1683,200 acres of land, surveyed to John Haines, on the
south side of south branch of Northampton River (Rancocas).
4th mo., 1689,100 acres, surveyed to William Haines, near Nancutting's old plantation.
12th mo., 1688,100 acres, surveyed to Richard Haines, joins Thomas
Haines.
12th mo., 1091,50 acres,surveyed to John Haines, also 100acres.
12th mo., 1688,100 acres, surveyed to Thomas Haines, joins John
Haines.
November,1711,surveyed 2240acresto John Haines, Richard Haines,
William Haines, Thomas Wilkins, John Borton, Benjamin Moore, and
Jonathan Haines.
April 21,1682,Richard Haines, of Anoe, of yehill in y6county of Oxon,
Husbanman, Bot 100acresof Edward Bylinge (out of the good will and
kindness for the truth's sake he had, and beareth to the said Richard
Haines).
June 29,1687,Percival Cook to John Haines, of Ancocas Creek, for
100acres of land.
Nov. 21,1693.John Haines, of Evesham (now Medford), Burlington
County, Bot 200acresof Samuel Jennings.
Jan. 19,1698,Christopher Wetherill to William Haines, of Evesham
(now Medford), for 100acresof land.

It will be seen by the above that a large share of
what is now Medford was owned by the Haines family.
During the first century of the settlement of this ter
ritory and as the population increased the title to
real estate changed hands, large tracts were cut up
plantations and farms, and during the
last century other changes have occurred.
Manu
into smaller

facturing with its various branches of industry has
become more fully developed, and the township is
owned by several hundred persons instead of the few
at first.

Probably the most extensive land-owner in

the township at present is Joseph C. Hinchman, who
owns about three thousand acres, two thousand of

which is in cranberry bogs.
largest, about six hundred.

Oliphant is next

Dr. Still, a (colored)

physician at Cross-Roads, is probably the next largest
real-estate owner in the township.
Pioneer Accident. — In Revolutionary war times
gunpowder was quite a necessary article, and Adoni-

jah Peacock, then a resident of what is now Medford,
was somewhat skilled in the manufacture of that
He lived about one and a half
necessary article.
miles southeast of what is now Medford village.
Sometimes there was not that proper care or judg
ment exercised that there should have been. In his
haste upon one occasion to furnish Gen. Washington
with powder, he sent on quite a large quantity that
had not been properly dried, consequently it was re
His powder-mill being a
turned to Mr. Peacock.

primitive affair, and using his old-fashioned kitchen
fireplace for a dryer, proved rather dangerous. While
in the act of drying this lot of rejected powder it
somehow ignited, causing a terrible explosion and
The old kitchen, in
instantly killing Mr. Peacock.
which was the fireplace, was not only entirely demol
ished, but the force of the explosion excavated a hole
under where the house stood as large as a good-sized
A woman that was standing in the kitchencellar.
Her hair and a
door was thrown about fifty yards.
portion of her clothes were burned off, otherwise she
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A

large quantity of powder standing
outside the building was also ignited, and assisted in
the sad havoc of life and property, besides the great
A grandson
loss to the then needy American army.
was uninjured.

of Mr. Peacock lives upon the old plantation, and
vouches for the truthfulness of the incident.
Civil Organization. — We herewith give the entire
proceedings of the first town-meeting, extracts from
records, and lists of the most prominent township
officers from the first to and including 1882 :
"At an annual town-meeting of the inhabitants of the township of
Medford, held at the Town Hall, Cross Roads,3d mo., 9th day, 1847.
"Benjamin Shreve was chosen moderator, and Edwin Lippincott
electedtownship clerk fo* the ensuing year.
"William Garwood,on behalf of the townshipcommittee,readtheir re
port concerning the general affairsof the township,which, upon motion,
was adoptedwithout any alteration. He also read their report of the
sheepand dog bills, which werelikewise adopted.
" By the report of the committee,it appears that the amount of dog
taxes for the past year, is inadequateto discharge the bills allowed for
sheepinjured or killed by dogs,it was thereforeEesolved,that eachand
every person owning or harboring a dog, or dogs,shall be assessedand
required to pay for the first dog one dollar, for the second dog two dol
lars, and eachfemaleof the canine speciesroaming at large five dollars.
" Resolved,That the next township committeefor this year ba author
ized and empoweredto pay the Medford township share of the debt due
Burlington County from the old township of Evesham.
" Resolved,That the townshipof Medford bedivided into two road dis
Heulings'
Corner to John Sharp's
tricts, and that the road leading from
shall be the line dividing it into a northern and southern district, and
that the easternpart of the roadfrom the cross-roadsbeunder the super
intendence of the southern district overseer,and the western part to be
under the superintendenceof the northern district overseer.
" Resolved,That four hundred dollars be raised by the township to be

incorporatedwith the Stateschool fund for the purpose of general edu
cation.
" Resolved,That the Bumof one thousanddollars be raised for general
township purposes.
"Resolved,That the township committee be authorized to limit the
amount of money to be expendedby the overseers.
" Resolved,That this township be governedthe presentyear by the old
by-laws,and that the moderatorappoint a committeeto draft a uew code,
and present to next town-meetingfor examination.
" Resolved,That the meeting go into nomination, and that Charles
Stratton be appointedassistantmoderator.
" Resolved,That there be but one constable in the township of Med
ford.
" Resolved,That the salaryof the town cleric be reducedto twelve dol
lars.
"The meeting then adjourned for the election of officers,which re
sulted in the following, who are duly elected,and authorized to act in
their different offices:
"Assessor, Daniel Coate; Collector, William Dyer; Commissionersof
Appeals,William Sharp,Jonathan Jones, and Thomas M. Collins ; Free
holders, Joseph L. Thomas and Franklin C. Doughten; Judge of Elec
tion, William R. Braddock; Overseersof Poor. Joel Cliver and Joshua
Chew; TownBhipCommittee,Eobert F. Roberts, Dudley Ballinger, Ben
jamin Roberts, Mahlon Kirkbride, and Robert B. Stokes; Surveyors of
Highways, Abraham P. Stackhouse and Philip S. Coate; School Super
intendent, Andrews E. Budd; Constable, William Cramer; Overseer,
North District, Elwood Glover; Overseer,South District, Joseph J. Bates;
Pound-Keeper, Silas Cook."
" Edwin Lippincott,
•¦3d mo. 9th d., 1847."
« Clerh

the inhabitants assembledshall proceed to chooseor elect a presiding
officer and clerk, to presideover and conduct such Town meeting, and
to record the proceedingsof the same,and such presiding officer and

clerk are elected as aforesaid. The clerk is required to readthe act of
Assembly ; by same required to be read at the opening of every town
meeting; and to receiveand readthe report of the town committee,which
shall include a statementof the monies received and expended by the
different town officers; and shall then proceed to agree on the sum of
money to be raised for the use of the township, and to receivethe report
of town superintendent,and to hear and determine upon all other mat
ters that may be necessaryand proper, and lastly to receivenominations
for candidates for all the township officers,except the president and
clerk, which nominations shall be taken down by the clerk, and a list of
the officesfor which they were nominated and set up in some conspicu
ous place immediately after an adjournment takes place.
" Second. Resolved,That all the township officers,except the presid
ing officer and clerk, Bhall hereafter be electedby ballot.
11
Third. Resolved,That the presiding officerand Town Clerk, and the
assistantpresiding officer,who shall be electedin the same manner as
the presiding officer and clerk, shall conduct the town meeting as near
as may be, according to the mode and manner of conducting General
Elections ; and that the Pole shall be openedimmediately after the ad
journment of the Town meeting, and closeat five o'clock on the same
day.
Resolved,That the said officers of the township election
"Fourth.
shall after the close of the election proceedto count the votes,in the
taking of which account no name but such as was publicly nominated
and taken down by the clerk shall bereceivedor counted for any office;
ascertainthe number of voteBgiven for such candidate, and the office
designated for him, and report the names of the persons having the
greatestnumber of votesas the person elected,and the town clerk Bball
thereupon record the samein the town book, shall alBOcertify the same
to the county clerk, according to law, and shall put up at least in three
of the most public places in the township a list of the persons elected,
and notify such personssoelectedwithin five days thereafter.
"George Haines,
"Jonathan Oliphant,
" W. R. Braddock,
" Committee.
" March 13, 1848."
TOWN CLERKS.
1847-48.Edwin Lippincott.
1849-52.Thomas W. Gardiner.
1853-57.Isaac W. Stokes.
1858-62.Jesse A. Thomas.

1863-79.Milton H. Allen.
1880.Isaac W.Garwood.
1881.Samuel Stackhouse.

ASSESSORS.
1847-18.Daniel Coate.
1849.JofahuaPeacock.
1850-54.Eli S. Jones.
1855-57.Mahlon Oliphant.
1858.Samuel Cline.

1859-61.Charles T. Peacock.
1862-74.William Dyer.
1875-80.J. F. Peacock.
1881.Dudley Ballinger.
COLLECTORS.

1847-51.William Dyer.
1852-55.Daniel B. Lewis.
1856-58.Joseph G. Shinn.
1859-61.James E. Adams.
1862-63.Job Braddock.

1864-66.John S. Cowperthwaite.
1867-71.Alfred M. Ballinger.
1872-76.Daniel W. Geist.
1877-81.William M. Potts.

Extracts from Records. — At the town-meeting
in March, 1848, the committee appointed to draft by

FREEHOLDERS.
1847.Joseph L. Thomas.
1855-57.Albert Haines.
Franklin C. Doughten,
1858-60.Eli S. Jones.
1848-50.Charles Stratton.
1861-63.Jonathan Jones.
Franklin C. Doughten.
1869.James E. Adams.
1851.Charles Stratton.
1870-72.George Haines.
Samuel Thackara.
1873-75.William Wright.
1852.Isaac H. Haiues.
1876-78.Lawrence W. Jones.
Abraham P. Stackhouse.
1880-81.Levi P. Reeve.
1853-54,1864-68,1879.
Abraham P.
Stackhouse.

" First. Resolved,That the annual town meetings
of the township of
Medford shall hereafterbe held at the Town Hall, Cross Roads,on the
appointed
day
by law, and that such annual Town meeting hereafter
shall be openedat the hour of 10o'clock in the forenoon,at which time

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE.
1847.—
Robert F. Roberts, Dudley Ballinger, Benjamin Roberts, Mahlon
Kirkbride, Robert B. Stokes.
1848.—Benjamin Roberts, Albert Haines, Dudley Ballinger, Robert B.
Stokes, Joseph E. Troth.

laws reported a code as follows :

MEDFORD
—Benjamin Roberts, Albert Haines, Dudley Ballinger, Joseph E.
1849.
Troth, Joshua S. Garwood.
—Benjamin Roberts, Albert Haines, Dudley Ballinger, Thomas M.
1850.
Collins, Joshua S. Garwood.
1581.—
Thomas M. Collins, Joseph E. Troth, Albert Haines, Dudley Bal
linger, Joshua S. Garwood.
—Thomas M. Collins, StaceyStiles, StokesHaines.
1852.
1853-54.—
Stacy Stiles, Edwin T. Crispin, William Dyer.
— Benjamin F. Shreve, Robert B. Stakes Jonathan Jones.
1855.
— B. F. Shreve,Jonathan Jones, Horace Lippincott.
1850.
— Jonathan Jones, Samuel R. Wilkins, Horace Lippincott.
1857.
1858.—H. Lippincott, S. R. Wilkins, Thomas E. Moore.
— S. R. Wilkins, Abraham P. Stackhouse,Nathan E. Crispin.
1859.
I860.—A. P. Stackhouse,N. E. Crispin, Israel Garwood.
— A. P. Stackhouse,Albert Haines. I. Garwood.
1861.
1862.— A. Haines, I. Garwood,Charles Stokes.
1863.—A. Haines, C. Stokes,Daniel Fortiner.
1864.—C. Stokes,D. Fortiner, J. R. Kirkbride.
1865.—Daniel Fortiner, J. R. Kirkbride, David T. Haines.
1866.—J. R. Kirkbride, David T. Haines, D. Fortiner.
1867.—D. T. Haines, J. R. Kirkbride, W. J. Crammer.
— John Kirkbride, D. T. Haines, George Haines, Jr.
1868.
1869.—George Haines, Jr., D. T. Haines, D. Fortiner.
1870.—Charles A. Haines, D. Fortiner, David T. Haines.
1871-74.—
C. A. Haines, Daniel B. Lewis, D. T. Haines.
1875.—C. A. Haines, James Trimble, D. T. Haines.
1876.—
William I. Riley, I. Garwood,Nathan Hollinshead.
1877.—Josiah Reeve, James L. Trimble, Elwood II. Kirkbride, I. Gar
wood,William Cowperthwaite.
— Josiah Reeve, E. H. Kirkbride, I. Garwood, William Cowper
1878.
thwaite, Daniel W. Geist.
1879.—Josiah Reeve,E. H. Kirkbride.
1880.—
E. H. Kirkbride, Josiah Reeve, M. D. W. Cowperthwaite.
1881.—J. Reeve, M.D., E. H. Kirkbride, Charles A. Haines.
CONSTABLES.
1847-52,1855-59 William Cram- |
mer.
1853-54.Daniel Doughty.
1860-61,1864,1868-74.William J,
Crammer.

1862-63.ThomasA. Potts.
1865-66.Josephus Smith.
1867.John Smith.
1875-78.GeorgeCrispin.
1879-81.Barzilla L. Thompson.

The following are the township officers elected in
March, 1882 : Clerk, Samuel S. Stackhouse ; Assessor,
Dudley Ballinger; Collector, Burr Wilkins; Town
ship Committee, E. H. Kirkbride, J. Reeve, M.D.,
Charles A. Haines.
Villages and Hamlets. — Medford is the princi
pal village in the township of the same name, and is
beautifully situated on the left bank, and in a bend of
Haines Creek, and near the centre of the north half
of the township.
In pioneer days it was called
Upper Evesham, before the organization of Medford
township, and at times since then it has been known
by the names of Shinntown and Nebo, probably from
the large number of Shinns living in or near the
town.
The name Medford was given to it by Mark
Reeve, an eccentric individual, who had been to
Massachusetts on a visit, and being in Medford town
ship, liked the name so well that he hastened home,
and at a town-meeting held for that purpose in a few
days after his return he proposed the name of Med
ford, and gave his reasons so urgently and clearly
that it was at once adopted by the town- meeting. As
late as 1840 it had only attained the rank of an ordi
nary sized village, and then occupied but little more
Since then its growth has been
than Main Street.
more rapid, additional streets have been surveyed,
fashionable

residences

built, churches

and

school
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buildings of modern architecture have taken the place
of the old barn-like buildings, stores and mechanics'
shops have increased, and in fact it has become one
of the prettiest, busiest inland villages of the county,
and had a population in 1880 of eight hundred and
Our
ninety, nearly half that of the whole township.
information in relation to the industries of the village
was obtained from Mr. William Dyer, who was born
in sight of this place July 24, 1806, and has been in
active business relations with this people for over half
a century.
He says that prior to 1820 there was but
Mark Reeve was the first
one store at this place.
store-keeper that he can remember, and that was in
1810 or 1812.
The old building stood on the corner
of what is now Main and Friends' Streets. Mr. Reeve
was succeeded by Isaac and Hezekiah Stokes. The
old store building was subsequently removed to what
is now Cherry Street, converted into a dwelling, and
now owned by the estate of Charles Clothier.
The next merchants at this place were Caleb and
Benjamin Shreve, who opened a store here in 1820, on
the lot adjoining the bakery on Main Street, and in
1825 or 1826 another store was built where James
Adams now keeps store. The next store-house was

built in

1830 or 1831 by William S. Wills, on Main
Adams'
Street, opposite
store, and now kept by John
Lewis and Stacey C. Prickitt. In 1835, William Brad
dock and William Dyer built and opened a store, south
end of Main Street, south of the bridge, where they
remained till 1841, when Mr. Dyer purchased of

Henry Smith's estate a house and lot, removed the
house, and built his present brick store building and
dwelling, where he has since been in the mercantile
trade. The store on the corner of Main and Union
Streets was built by Jacob Braddock, and now occu
pied as a store by Braddock & Garwood.
Alfred Bal

linger built the store on Union Street in 1871 or 1872.
In 1810 or 1812, Joseph Huston was the blacksmith
of the place.

His shop stood on the corner of Branch
Street and Railroad Avenue, near the Medford and
Mount Holly Railroad depot. Huston was succeeded
by Daniel Frazier in about 1828, when Huston opened
a shop south side of creek on Main Street. The next
shop was that of Phineas Kirkbride, who built a
brick shop with three forges on corner of Branch

Filbert Streets, opposite Methodist Episcopal
He was succeeded at his death by his son,
Elwood H. Kirkbride, who still continues the busi
Borton C. Mathis came to Medford in 1835, and
ness.
in 1854 opened his present shop, south side of creek,
Main Street.
The pioneer tavern at this place was built in 1810
by Richard Reeve, on the corner of what is now Main
and Union Streets, and kept at that time by Samuel
It is now known as the " Indian Chief
Hartman.
Hotel,"
owned and kept by Charles Martin. The
next pioneer hostelry in Medford was built in 1823
Daniel Coates subsequently became
by Charles Burr.
the owner and proprietor, and in 1842 or 1843 it was
and

Church.
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destroyed by fire, when the Coateses immediately re
The property is on the east side of Main
" Medford House," owned
Street, and known as the
by Barzilla Prickitt, who is also the genial host. The

who came here in about 1858, and Japhet Bowker,
who located here in about 1860.
The pioneer cabinet-maker in Medford was Richard
Reeve, who had a shop here from 1810 to 1825, when

first drug-store in Medford was kept by
bert, in the building formerly occupied

he was succeeded by his sons, William and John
Reeve, who conducted the business for twelve or
fifteen years, when one died and the other left the

built it.

John

C. Eg

by Richard
Reeve as a dwelling, now owned by Isaac W. Stokes.
Egbert was succeeded by Israel C. Stokes, and Stokes
by Henry P. Thorn, the present druggist.

of this place was Barzilla
who had a shop here previous to 1810.
In 1810 or 1812, Samuel Stackhouse commenced
the wheelwright business on Main Street, near what
The pioneer wheelwright

Braddock,

is now Bank Street.
ness by his son,

He was succeeded in the busi
Charles Proud
William Stackhouse.

succeeded Stackhouse at the same place for four or
five years, and then with others built a large shop on
Bank Street, and was succeeded by D. W. Geist and
B. H.

Prickitt, who remained four or five years,
when the building was sold to the grangers and con
verted into a hall for their use.
The first resident physician at this place was Dr.
George Haines, who located here about 1825, and re
mained
who

till

Dr. Budd,
and removed to

1848, when he was succeeded by

remained

till

1860

or 1861,

Mount Holly:
Dr. Ely came here in 1834 or 1835. His nephew,
Josiah Reeve, studied medicine with him, and is still
practicing

at this place.

Dr. L. L. Sharp has

been

in practice here since

1868 or 1869.

Richard Braddock,

M.D., has practiced medicine
here since 1874 or 1875, and Dr. George W. Vander
veer has been in practice here since 1875 or 1876.
The pioneer postmaster, Shinn Oliphant, was ap
pointed in about 1810. His office was in an old yellow
building standing opposite John Lamb's store.
In 1760 there was a school-house in the Orthodox
yard, and in 1810 the school taught by Morton Wilson.
The next " knight of the birch and ferule" was Henry
Smith, who taught here for several years. He lived
in a house that stood on the site now occupied by
William Dyer's store. In about 1840 the Hicksite
Friends built a school-house in their meeting-house
yard.

The pioneer harness-maker in Medford was John
W. Seavers, who commenced business here in 1835,
and is still actively employed in his shop on Bank
Street. The next harness shop here was that of John
M. Beckly, who located here in 1873.
The boot and shoe trade was commenced here in
1855 by Mr. Thorn.
He was succeeded by his son,
Thomas B. Thorn, who employs several men in the
manufacture and sale of all grades of boots and shoes.
His shop is next north of John Lamb's store. J. C.
Burdsall commenced the boot and shoe business on
Main Street in 1870, where he still continues the
business.
The carpenters and builders

are George Brannin,

business, and the property came into the hands of
Joseph W. Cole, who still owns the property, while
the business is conducted by Ellis W. Read.
The cabinet-shop of William Reily, next door to
Dyer's store, was established in 1840, and business
now conducted by W. Reily & Son.
The present bakery at Medford was established in
1872 by William M. Potts.
The present large two-story school building was
built in 1869. The present principal of the school
is Milton Allen, and assistant, Mary Reeve.
The Medford and Mount Holly Railroad was com
pleted and formally opened for business Dec. 20, 1869.
A branch of the Camden and Atlantic Railroad was
completed to this village in the fall of 1881.
Of the number of dwellings that stood in Medford
in 1810, only the following remain : Micajah R. Wills'
brick house, nearly opposite Dyer's store; the frame
house next south of Widow May Collins, now owned
by her; the brick house adjoining the post-office,
owned and occupied by Mr. Coate ; the frame house in
rear of bank building on Bank Street, now owned by
Jacob Braddock (this building formerly stood on the
site now occupied by the bank) ; the next is the pres
ent residence of John A. Lamb ; the old yellow frame
house standing opposite Lamb's store, and in which
was kept the pioneer post-office ; the other is on Main

of Union, and owned by Redding N.
The spring of 1882 finds Medford with six
general stores, viz. : Lewis & Prickitt, Adams &
Howell, John A. Lamb, A. M. Ballinger, Garwood
& Braddock, and Prickitt & Dyer ; drugs and hard
ware by H. P. Thorn ; two cigar-stores and one cigar
Street, north

Wright.

manufactory by Sebastian Stagerwald ; notions and
trimmings by Martha N. Reeve ; D. W. Geist, mer
chant tailor ; two hotels by B. Prickitt and C. Mar
tin ; millinery and trimmings by Lydia Oliphant;

millinery exclusively by Miss Kate Gaskill ; confec
tioner, Joseph A. Bowker; bakery by William M.
Potts; four meat-markets,— Benjamin

J. Mingin, L.
A. Brown, Mark Mingin, and William Hendrickson;
two nurseries, Charles T. Haines and Isaac H. Wills ;
flour, feed, and poultry, Joseph M. Hulme ; boots and
shoes, Thomas B. Thorn and Joseph Burdsall ; two
harness-shops, John W. Sever and John Beckley ;
one tin-shop, Anderson & Brother ; three blacksmithshops,— E. H.
Kirkbride, Benajah Kirkbride & Son,
and Barton C. Mathis ; three wheelwrights,— James
K. Asay, Joseph C. Allen, and Charles S. Proud ; one
lawyer, Caleb D. Shreve ; one job printing office,
Ballinger; one public library; two cabinet-shops,
Ellis W. Reed and W. Riley & Son ; one drug- and

MEDFORD
hardware-store by Henry P. Thorn.
The present
postmaster is Jesse A. Thomas, who keeps the postoffice in the building occupied by Miss M. N. Reeve
as a notion-store
on Main Street. There is also a
Methodist and Baptist Church, Episcopal
Mission

Friends' Orthodox and
Chapel, two
(
Hicksite) meeting
houses, one large two-story public school building,
Friends' school.
one Orthodox
There are also three
justices of the peace in the village, viz. : Redding N.
Wright, Joseph Braddock, and D. W. Geist.

Fairview is a small hamlet, about one and a
quarter miles south of Medford.
This place was for
many years, and still among the older people, known
" Cross Keys,"
as
deriving this name from the cross
keys on the old sign-board of the old pioneer tavern.
Cross keys is the emblem of a treasurer, and, no
doubt, the old pioneer Boniface thought it a good
emblem for a tavern-keeper, as money deposited with

him in exchange for liquid commodities would
safe, as far as the depositor was concerned.

be

The first

store at this place was kept by C. & W. Reeve. They
were succeeded by Jacob Prickitt.
Barzilla Prickitt
was the next merchant at this place, and was suc
ceeded by Benajah Haines, the present store-keeper.
There is at present at this place a small store, black
smith- and wheelwright-shop
by William Cox and
Norris Brannin ; coal-mill by Samuel Thackara. Mr.
Brannin, the wheelwright at this place, is over eighty
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thereon, $23.91,making altogether the sum of $ 155.65,which was dis
tributed among the schoolsentitled to receiveit, according to the uum
ber of scholars taught in each,as follows:
No. of
No. Scholars.Amount.
Name of District.
J47.92
1
64
Fellowship
2
44
39.05
Green Grove
64.13
3
61
Evesham, Lower
4
75
66.56
London Grove
S4
74.55
5
*..
Evesham, Mount
69
6
61.23
Friendship
Cropwell
24.85
28
7
42
37.27
8
Union Seminary
73
64.78
9
Pine Grove
55.02
62
10
Eastou
72
63.90
11
Brace Roads
35.50
12
40
Lumberton
64
56.80
13
Northern
46
40.82
14
Eastern
22
19.52
15
Prickitt's Mill
59.46
16
67
Oak Grove
17 No school
Methodist
65.67
74
18
South Street
m;
76.34
19
Friends
•ir,
22.19
20
Center
13.31
15
21
Martha Stratton
22 No school
Hurrisonville
14.20
Lewis D. Harlow
16
23
17.75
20
Milford
24
26.62
30
25
30.17
34
CedarGrove
26
Baptist
45
39.93
27
4.44
28
5
Friends', Rancocas
38
33.72
29
8
7.10
3
2.66
" Lewis Woodward.
"Benjamin Buckman.
" Joseph L. Thomas.
"Northampton, Poplar Grove, March 9, 1847."

The above statement then covered what is now the
townships of Medford, Evesham, and Mount Laurel.
The following relates only to Medford with its present

years of age.

boundaries :

Cross-Roads was at one time the seat of govern
ment for this township.
The town hall was located
here, and for several years all the town business was
It is about one mile north of
done at Cross-Roads.

received in 1880 from all sources, $300 ; value of
school property, $1400 ; number of scholars between
five and eighteen years of age, 90 ; months' school,

Medford

village, and was settled as early as Medford.
There is a small collection of houses and a black
smith-shop.
Dr. Still (colored) lives here, and by

his long and successful medical practice, with strict
economy, has become owner of a large share of the
village.

Chairville, to be mentioned only for what it
has been, is a small hamlet on the eastern border of
the township, two and a half miles from Medford.
At one time there was a factory at this place for the
manufacture of chairs, hence the name. At present
there is half a dozen dwellings and a grocery-store.

Schools. — At the first town-meeting of the town
ship of Medford the following report was presented,
which embraces also the township of Evesham, from

which Medford was taken

:

"Joseph L. Thomas, on behalf of the school committee,producedthe
following report, which upon motion was resolved that it should be ac
cepted:
11
The township schoolcommitteebegleaveto submit to the town meet
ing now assembledthe following report: In consequenceof a division
of the township of Evesham since the last distribution of the school
fund, tli e committee deem it the most proper eourse to lay before the
town-meetingof eachtownship a copyof their report,which is asfollows :
The whole number of scholars as reported by the trusteesof eachschool
betweenthe age of five and sixteen yearB,and entitled to a share of the
school funds, is 1291; and the amount of revenue interest, by the hands
of the township collector, is 8676.38; school fund, $455.36; interest

Cross-Roads

District,

No.

85. —Total

amount

number of children
registered, 60 ; average
One
attendance, 25; capacity of school-house, 48.
female teacher at $30 per month.
9.5 ;

Eastern District, No.

86. — Total

amount

of

money received from all sources, $300 ; value of school
property, $400 ; number of children between five and
eighteen years of age, 59 ; months' school, 10.5 ; num
ber of children registered, 56 ; average attendance, 21 ;
capacity of school-house, 60. One male teacher at
$26.50 per month.

Medford District, No. 87. — Total cash received
from all sources, $1269.11 ; value of school property,
$6000 ; number of children between five and eighteen
years of age, 311 ; months' school, 10 ; number of
children registered, 241 ; average attendance, 154;
capacity of school-house, 258. Two male teachers at
$59, and one female at $28 per month.

Chairville District, No. 88. — Total amount re
ceived from all sources, $300 ; value of school prop
erty, $300; number of children between five and
eighteen years of age, 45 ; months' school, 9 ; number

of children registered, 34 ; average attendance, 16 ;
capacity of school-house, 40. One female teacher at
$27.22

per month.

Oak Grove

District,

No. 89— Total cash re
ceived from all sources, $445 ; value of school prop-
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between five and
erty, $550 ; number of children
eighteen years of age, 88 ; months' school, 9 ; number
of children registered, 53 ; average attendance, 31 ;
capacity

of school-house,

72.

One male teacher at

ings are held there in the sixth month each year.
The larger part of the Friends, at the time of separa
tion in 1827, were of the Orthodox faith, and retained
the larger portion of the property.

$45 per month.

Medford

Friends'

Meeting .of Upper Evesham, at Med
ford. — Long before any other religious organization,
and in fact with the advent of the brave pioneer,
came the adherents of the religious tenets promul
gated by George Fox. Having been persecuted in
their native land they naturally flew to this then un
explored asylum for the oppressed, and in 1759 or
ganized a Society of Friends at what is now Medford,

Methodist

Church.— This

Episcopal

town, like all others in this region, was originally a
part of old " Burlington Circuit," which embraced
nearly or quite all of West Jersey. For many years
Lumberton and Vincentown were the nearest appoint
ments, and as for Methodism in Medford at that early
day, and amidst the Society of Friends, it was a thing
However,
not thought of much less to be tolerated.
"
sect" was
the aggressive plan upon which the new

purchased

a piece of ground, built a meeting-house
Their first meeting-house was a
and school-house.
large for the
small wooden structure, sufficiently
In 1814 the
then sparsely populated community.
Friends built their present brick meeting-house,

organized forbade any conservatism, consequently her
borders were continually being enlarged, and, like a
well-disciplined army, she threw out her skirmish
lines in all directions, and as early as 1815 planted

is fifty by ninety feet, two stories high.
They
have added from time to time to their grounds, until
they have ample shed-room for the accommodation
of at least fifty teams.

about two miles northeast

which

The following are some of the original members of
this society, as gleaned from the old records: Solo
mon Haines, Jonathan Haines, Nehemiah Haines,
Enoch Stratton, Jonah Foster, Job Collins, Joshua
Stokes, Barzilla Braddock, Josiah Reed, Core Haines,
Mark Reeve, and John Stokes.
Elizabeth Collins was the minister at the time of the
organization of the society in 1759.
Other preachers
soon followed her, among whom were John Shinn, Han
nah Reeve, and Josiah R. Reeve. Up to 1814 or 1815
this was the only religious organization in this vicinity,
and no other school within the bounds of what is
now Medford till about 1840.
There is still a school
kept up by the Society of Friends.
Edward Sharp
less is the present minister

or preacher, and the so
one hundred and thirty members.
The trustees for 1882 are George Haines, George
Haines, Jr., David T. Haines, William E. Haines,
and Charles Stokes. The church property is valued
at six thousand dollars.
ciety

numbers

Friends'

Meeting at Medford. — In the controversy
between the followers of George Fox and Elias Hicks,
those who adhered to Hicks' theological views with
drew from the adherents of Fox in 1827, and organ
ized a separate body, and in 1842-43 built their pres
ent brick meeting-house. . Benjamin Davis donated
the land upon which it stands, and a large part of the
funds for the erection of the house. Caleb Shreve
and others were prominently identified with the move
Mr. Davis died in the meeting-house before
it was finished. He had started for Philadelphia for
ment.

with which to finish the house, and
while looking around in the meeting-house to see

some hardware

what was wanted

he dropped dead upon the floor.

The church property is valued at five thousand five
Joseph Horner is the present min
hundred dollars.
ister.

Medford

Meeting is small, yet Quarterly Meet

her banners

upon one of her newly-built redoubts
of Medford village.
The

following incident is related by Rev. Anthony At
wood, who tellsus that he then (1819), living at Mount
Holly, came down to Lumberton to attend a Quarterly
Meeting, and there in the love feast heard William
Sharp tell his religious experience (Mr. Sharp lived
at Chairville, and was converted in 1815).

Mr. Sharp
was raised a Friend, and tried for many
said,
years to think
would be
was good, and hoped
ready to die. But my wife somehow got among the
was
Methodists, and was powerfully converted.
greatly troubled about it; thought now she has dis
graced herself for life. Then as she was going to meet

"I

I

I

I

I

so much, and singing all day about the house,
concluded she must be crazy, and thought what a pity
that such a woman as she was should lose her mind.

ing

I

a while, as I saw her so constantly happy,
be
lieved she had some enjoyment that
had not, and
began to be troubled about my own soul, but
kept
it all to myself. Finally, having lately accompanied

After

I

I

I

my wife to a Quarterly Meeting at New Mills,
felt
could restrain my feelings no longer.
awoke my wife one night, after having much agony
of mind, and said to her, ' believe
shall soon die.'

so badly that

I

I

I

I

She said, ' No, you won't die ; you need not be afraid of
that.' ' Well,'
said I, ' what do you think is the matter
with me ?' ' Why, the Lord has got hold of you.'

I

I

then asked what
must do. She said, ' Get up and
pray,'
and so
did, and she prayed for me.
then
went down-stairs, and was soon happily converted.

I

I

I then asked her for her hymn-book, and went down
stairs again and commenced to sing.
began at the
first hymn, and it seems to me sang nearly the whole
book through before morning, and all to one tune,
and it was the most delightful singing ever heard."
Mr. Sharp soon became a very active member, aud
invited the preachers to hold meetings at his house,
which they did, and it soon became a regular week

I

I

I

I

day appointment.
Mr. Sharp continued faithful, and
died in 1822, aged sixty-six years. His wife after
wards joined the Medford class, lived a
long and

MEDFORD
happy life, and died in March, 1839, aged eighty-four
years.

At

Sharp's house were the first Methodist meetings
near Medford, and were begun about 1816.
About 1820 the Methodists began to preach in a log

held

house in the southern part of Medford village over
the creek on the rise of the hill.
Here the first class
was formed in 1821, by Rev. John Walker.
The
names of the first members were as follows : William

Cheeseman, Hope Cheeseman, Isaac Carson, Elizabeth
Carson, Andrew Carson, John Adams, Mary Adams,
and John Carrigan.
Mr. Carrigan is the only mem

ber of the original class now living. The Methodists
soon after obtained the use of the town hall at CrossRoads for Sunday meetings and quarterly occasions,

while the log house was still used for evening meet
ings.

The first Methodist Episcopal Church in Medford
was built in 1824, twenty-four by thirty feet, and
without galleries. In the winter of 1828-29, after a
great revival under the labors of Rev. Thomas G.
Stewart, the church was enlarged by the addition of
twenty-six feet, making the church now thirty by fifty
feet.
The principal men engaged in building and

the church were James Rogers, Joseph
Lipset, Adonijah Peacock, George Riley, William
Cheeseman, and others. Again, in the winter of
1839^40, another revival took place, which resulted in
an addition of one hundred to this church.
In 1841 the circuit included Medford, Marlton,
Vincentown, Atsion, Hartford, Taber
Lumberton,
nacle, and occasional meetings at Chairville.
The stewards at that time were James Rogers, John
Goslin, David Middleton, Mahlon Tash, Samuel
Sooey, Samuel Dobbins, and George W. Dobbins;
Local Preacher, William Cheeks; Exhorters, Samuel
Dobbins, William Cheeseman, Benjamin
Willetts,
Micajah Willetts, George W. Bachelder, John Car
rigan, and William S. Fort. The membership in
enlarging

Medford at that time was two hundred and fifteen.
William Cheeseman, the first leader of the first
class, was an active, earnest Christian gentleman,
who always made his house the preacher's home.

John Goslin was
for many

March

years.

27, 1872,

faithful class-leader and steward
He was more or less active till

a

when he was called from labor to

reward.

James Rogers, a hatter by trade, justice of the
and clerk of Burlington County, was for many
years a leading spirit in the church, a model classpeace,

leader, and in every sense a Christian.

He died Dec.

20, 1868.

Catharine

Kitty/'

Riley, familiarly known

as

"Cousin

converted in early life and sanctified of the
Lord. She was for many years a school-teacher, and
implanted the germ of religious truths in the hearts

of her pupils.
years.

She died Feb. 1, 1869, aged sixty-four

Jane Stackhouse was a model of neatness and plain
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ness in her apparel and gentleness and kindness in
her spirit, ever faithful to all her Christian duties.
She died June 16, 1867, aged eighty-two years.
George Hitchens, a member of the Medford Meth

odist Episcopal Church, became an active worker and
preacher, and in 1837 joined the New Jersey Confer

ence, and still in active service.
Robert Given, also a member of Medford Church,
became a preacher and joined Conference in 1844,
and for several years has been a chaplain in the

United States navy.
Ezekiel Cooper Hancock, first a probationer in the
Medford Church, and finally joined the New Jersey
Conference in 1866, where he is still actively engaged
in pastoral duties.
Godfrey E. Hancock, formerly a member of this
church, joined the New Jersey Conference in 1869,
and is still doing faithful service as an itinerant.
George D. Collins was born near Medford, became
a member of this church, commenced preaching in
1871, and in 1872 joined the Conference.
He died
Aug. 3, 1879, aged thirty-four.
William Rogers, son of James Rogers, entered the
ministry about 1837, and filled many important ap
pointments, and died at New Egypt in 1850.
The following is a list of preachers who have min
istered to the spiritual wants of this people : 1821,
John Walker, James Long; 1822, John Walker, Wil
liam Allen; 1823-24, T. Neal, R. W. Petherbridge ;
1825, Joseph Rusling, Thomas Davis; 1826, W. Bur
rows, Daniel Fidler; 1827, W. Burrows, Eliphalet
Reed ; 1828, B. Weed, James McLauren ; 1829, W.
Granville, J. Moore ; 1830, H. Boehm, T. G. Stew
art ; 1831, H. Boehm and supply; 1832, W. Wil
liams, Charles T. Ford; 1833, W. Williams, G. A.
Raybold ; 1834 (Medford Circuit formed), Abraham
Owen,

J. F.

Canfield ; 1835, Robert

Sutton

and sup

R. Sutton, D. Fiddler; 1837, E. Stout
and supply; 1838, Matthias Gorman; 1839, J. W.
McDougal, S. Townsend;
1840, J. W. McDougal,
N. Vansant; 1841, J. F. Crouch and supply; 1842,
N. Chew, E. Hance; 1843, S. Jaquitt, E. Hance;
1844, S. Jaquitt, E. H. Stokes ; 1845, T. Christopher,
J. C. Somerville; 1846, Rodney Winans; 1847, R.
Winans, Charles Larew; 1848, J. J. Sleeper, W.
Tunison ; 1849, J. J. Sleeper, J. R. Bryan ; 1850-51,
J. Loudenslager, J. R. Bryan ; 1852, J. Cline, J. L.
ply

; 1836,

1853, P. Cline, J. J. Sleeper; 1854, J. W.
Hickman, D. Adams; 1855, J. W. Hickman and sup
ply; 1856, C. K. Fleming; 1857 (Medford and
Moorestown united), L. J. Rhoads; 1858-59 (Med
ford and Vincentown), J. White; 1860-61, J. W.
McDougal; 1862-63, George C. Maddock ; 1864-65,
Joseph Atwood ; 1866, J. L. Souder ; 1867, Dickin

Souder;

1868, A. J. Gregory; 1869-70, W. E.
Greenbank ; 1871, J. Warthman ; 1872-73, R. A.
Miller; 1874-75, P. E. Johnson; 1876, James E.
Lake; 1877-79, S. Townsend; 1880-81, G. R. Snyder.
The present church edifice was built in 1854, at a

son Moore;
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The persons most
Wilson
Stokes, J. W. Sever,
active in building it were
William Riley, Redding N. Wright, William Win
ters, John Wiley, and others who also contributed
liberally. A larger part of the subscription was ob
tained by Wilson Stokes in the neighboring charges,
The parson
and some quite distant from Medford.
age was built in 1872, at a cost of eighteen hundred

cost of four

thousand

dollars.

dollars.

The following-named persons comprise the official
board : Preacher in charge, Rev. G. R. Snyder ; Local
Preacher, Wilson Stokes ; Exhorter, John F. White ;
Stewards, Wilson Stokes, William

J.

B. Read, William

Bowne, John L. Collins, Redding N. Wright,
Benajah
Kirkbride, and Gilbert Haines ; Class-

John W. Seavers, Wilson Stokes, G. R.
M. Stackhouse ; Trustees, William G. Col
lins, John L. Collins, M. Stackhouse, W. Stokes,
Charles M. Kirby, Alfred E. Allen, and John W.
William
Norcross ; Sunday-school Superintendents,
T. Lamb, Gilbert Haines, and William B. Reed.
Value of church property, seven thousand dollars.
Medford Baptist Church was constituted in 1841,
in the village of Medford, by Rev. James M. Carpenter.
The first deacons were Joseph Evans, Isaac P. Dyer,
Charles T. Peacock, and Eli Evans.
In 1842 the pres
ent frame meeting-house was erected at a cost of fifteen
hundred dollars, and is located on Bank Street, east of
Filbert Street. The following-named persons consti
tute the past and present membership : Charles A.
Egbert, Joseph L. Reeves, Maria Evans, Jane Evans,
Hannah Ann Barrett, Elizabeth Braddock, Rebecca
Ann Braddock, Rachel E. Boggs, Phebe D. Egbert,
Hannah Ann McGlothen, Sarah Ann Garwood, Ann
Larming, William Lanning, Elizabeth Jones, Lavina
Cline, Asa Cline, Elizabeth Vallins, Mary Ann Pea
cock, Anna Lamb, Hannah Ann Peacock, Joseph
Dyer, Jesse C. Peacock, Joseph Adams, Mary Ann
Leaders,
Snyder,

Adams, Jane McCloskey, Mary Hoover, Anna Maria
Stratton, Mercy Hutchison, Rachel Dyer, Patience
Garwood, John Measey, Julia Ann Evans, Thomas
Hutchinson, Benjamin Measey, Mary Measey, Sarah

Eleanor Sapp, Elizabeth
B. Sleeper, Lydia Kimble, Clayton
Sapp, Mary Lippincott, Giles Backley, Job Kimble,
Rebecca J. Stratton, Hesther Hank, Sarah A. Adams,
Joyce, Mary S. Stratton,

Smith,

Narcissa

Ann Backley, Jane Cockran, John Hank, Maria
Hank, Charity Pope, Hannah Ann Mason, Mary
Peacock, Margaret Garner, Achsa Keeler, Hannah S.
Smith, Mary J. Parsons, Elizabeth Prickitt, Rebecca
Hank, Amanda Hamble, Susan H. Thorn, Elizabeth
Hastley, Sarah S. Todd, John H. Todd, Harriet A.
Todd, William Wescott, Sarah A. Abrams, Ann Maria
Edwards, Asa Stackhouse, Susan Stackhouse, Pourse
Blackson, Anna Morrow, Amelia C. Todd, Sarah Gar
wood, Edward Vandegriff, Hannah Vandegriff, Re
becca Brannin, Emma Reed, John Reed, Anna Colton, Joseph W. Adams, Rebecca Smith, Ella Peacock,
Ruth Ann Allen, Lydia Anderson, Julyanna Cline,

Harriet Taylor, Elizabeth Mingin, John Smith, Eliz
abeth Smith, Isaac W. Parsons, Elizabeth Braddock,
Margaret
Crispin, Amanda Taylor, Anna Colton,
Mary Ann Whitby, Achsa Worrell, Andrew Taylor,
Lydia Coal, Martha Davis, Hannah Edwards, Mary
Melvina Carrigan, Anna Warner, Mary Lippincott,
Reuben Braddock, Anna N. Braddock, Sarah Patton,
Isaac R. Lippincott, Eliza B. Lippincott, Amanda A.
Day, Margaret W. Adams, David Day, Mary Ann New
ton, Margaretta Wells, Amos Peacock, Franklin Shinn,
Samuel Edwards, Mary Edwards, Elizabeth Small,
George Gangloff, Kate Cranmer, Mary Ann Braddock,
Laura Day, Elwood Dyer, Ellen Dyer, Mary Emma
Parsons, Sarah J. Day, Thomas Edwards, Emma
Jane Pettitt, Rachel Ann Bowker, Mary Milligan,
Abigail Cline, Asa Edwards, Joseph F. Flake, Mar
garet E. Flake, Elizabeth R. Dudley, Lydia E. Dud
ley, Matilda N. Risdon, Amanda Walker, Christopher
Huff, Mary Taylor, Franklin Peacock, Woodward
Dumphey, Amanda Ellis, Kissar Mongomery, Caro
line Dumphey, George Crusen, Mark Mongomery,
Anna Flake, Elwood Colcott, Franklin Mongomery,
Richard M. Ahams, William S. Capern, Minnie Bow
ker, Charles Crammer, Sarah A. Sharp, Rebecca
Prickitt, Mary Capern, Hannah Still, A. Judson
Still, Annie F. Stackhouse, Mahlon W. Risdon,
Matilda M. Copeland, Mary E. Braddock, Annie
Beckly, Mary E. Prickitt, Ann Eliza W. Reeve,
Smith Fowler, Emma Willitts, Sallie A. Braddock,
Emeline Colton, B. H. Price, Arthila Bailey, Louisa
Bailey, Sallie Braddock, Lizzie Braddock, Harry Bow
ker, Sarah Lewis, and Mary Mason.
The following-named
ministers have served this
people since Mr. Carpenter: Rev. John M. Richards,
Rev. George Sleeper, Rev. J. M. Cochran, Rev. James
Thorn, Rev. John Todd, Rev. Robert P. Hartley,
Rev. Walter Patton, Rev. James M. Craner, Rev. A.
B. Still, and Rev. E. K. Bailey, the present pastor.
Present value of church
property, two thousand
dollars.
The Sabbath-school connected with this
church was established in 1841. There are at present
a total of seventy-five pupils, with an average attend
ance of sixty. Rev. Mr. Bailey is the present super
intendent, and Mahlon M. Risdon church clerk.
St. Peter's Chapel is a Protestant Episcopal mis
sion, attended from St. Andrew's Church at Mount
Holly. Rev. C. M. Perkins, rector of St.
Andrew's,
embraced this field in his missionary labors in Octo
ber, 1874. Through his untiring efforts quite a congre

gation was gathered, and a number
embraced the
doctrines which he taught, and in 1875 the present
neat little Gothic chapel was erected,
costing nearly

three thousand dollars.
There are at present twenty
members connected with the mission, under the rec
torship of Rev. C. M. Perkins, of St. Andrew's, who
attends the mission semi-monthly.
From the loca
tion of the chapel, with the railroad and
business
facilities of Medford, St. Peter's will no doubt soon
be one

of the strong parishs of Medford.
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Societies and Corporations. — Medford Lodge,
No. 100, I. O. OF O. F.— This lodge was granted a
dispensation for the exemplification of Odd-Fellow
ship at Medford, N. J., Dec. 21, 1849. The following
were the petitioners for that purpose : Charles Col
lins, Jr., Jacob Leeds, Joseph B. Haines, Andrews E.
Budd, Joseph W. Cole, Joshua Peacock, Abraham
P. Stackhouse.
The charter for Medford Lodge was granted Feb.

were Caleb Shreve, James Rog
Davis, and William
Stokes, Benjamin
Braddock.
The capital stock was one hundred thou
sand dollars, and remains the same to the present

27, 1850, and the first elective efficers were as follows:

Ebenezer Tucker.
The first officers of the bank were Benjamin

N. G, Andrews E. Budd ; V. G., Charles Collins, Jr. ;
R. S., Joseph B. Haines; P. S., Joshua Peacock;
Treas., A. P. Stackhouse ; Trustees, Joshua S. Gar
wood, Joseph W. Cole, and Charles Collins, Jr.
The following committee on constitution and by
laws were appointed : A. E. Budd, C. Collins, Jr., A.
P. Stackhouse, J. Peacock, and Elwood Stratton.
The first initiates under the charter were William
H. Thorn, Charles S. Proud, Joshua S. Garwood,
George Stratton, John M. Goslin, Elwood Stratton,
and Samuel Thackara.

June 1, 1863, the lodge purchased of Samuel J.
Haines the old Sons of Temperance Hall, on Bank
Street, and fitted it up for Odd-Fellowship, paying
therefor seven hundred

and seventy-five

dollars, the

hall having been built in 1846. The lodge is in a
very flourishing condition financially, holding mort
gages aud notes amounting
to three thousand five
hundred dollars, also their real estate and lodge fur
niture, valued at two thousand dollars ; total assets,

five thousand five hundred dollars, with no liabilities.
The regular meetings are held on Friday evening of
Odd-Fellows' Hall. Present member
each week in
seventy-one.
The following are the names of
ship,
the Past Grands: Andrews E. Budd, Thomas Wilson,
William H. Thorn, Dudley Ballinger, William Con
nor, Jesse A. Thomas, John W. Sever, Francis Branin,
Redding N. Wright, George Branin, Mark Zelly,
Israel Garwood, B. H. Prickitt, William M. Potts,
Myron H. Allen, Alfred S. Prickitt, Henry S. Gar
wood, Charles A. Haines, William J. Crammer, Jesse
C. Stackhouse, Moses Watson, William T. Lamb, An
drew March. Elwood H. Kirkbride, Jacob Braddock,
Peter K. Eldridge, William B0 Read, Thomas B.
John M. Bishop,
Thorn, William S. J. Capron,
Henry P. Thorn, George W. Vanderveer, R. S. Brad
dock, Samuel Stackhouse, John R. Lewis, Israel W.
Garwood, Stacy C. Prickitt, T. French Ballinger, and
Joseph C. Burdsall.
The officers for the first term of 1882 are as follows :
Nathan Evans, N. G. ; George W. Hoyle, V. G. ;
Myron H. Allen, R. S. ; Joseph W. Cole, P. S. ; T.
French Ballinger, Treas. ; Trustees, M. H. Allen, R.
S. Braddock, W. H. Thorn, E. H. Kirkbride, and
William Conner.
Burlington County National Bank. —This
bank, located at Medford, was chartered May 1, 1837,
under the then existing banking laws of this State,
and May 16, 1865, was converted into a national bank.

The incorporators

ers,

Isaac

time, except a surplus of twenty thousand dollars.
The pioneer directors were Benjamin Davis, Caleb
Shreve, Isaac Stokes, Benjamin H. Lippincott, Sam

uel B. Finch, William Stokes, Benjamin Shreve, Wil
liam Braddock, George Haines, William Irick, and
Davis,

president; Jonathan Oliphant, cashier; and Barclay
The presidents elected since Mr.
Stokes, clerk.
Davis have been Benjamin Shreve, elected 3d mo.
1843; William Irick, elected 7th mo. 6, 1851;
James S. Hulme, elected second Tuesday in January,

3,

1865;

F.

C. Doughten,

elected 1st mo. 11, 1881.

The present board of directors are F. C. Doughten,
J. Oliphant, Wilson Stokes, A. P. Stackhouse, Thomas
Wilkins, J. W. Cole, J. D. Haines, John W. Sever,
Allen Prickitt, James S. Hulme, and Dr. T. T. Price.
The officers for 1882 are F. C. Doughten, presi
dent; Jonathan Oliphant, cashier; Wilson Stokes,
assistant cashier ; W. W. Stokes, teller.
It is proper
to state that the venerable Mr. Oliphant has been
cashier of the bank since its organization in 1837.
Medford Library Company. — As near as can
be ascertained, this

association was organized

about

with the following officers : President, Martha
A. Stratton ; Secretary, Martha N. Reeve ; Treasurer,
Mary A. Lippincott.
There were also seventeen
other members, all females, as the Library Company
1840,

is entirely a ladies' enterprise, and no gentlemen ad
mitted to membership, though they have the honored
privilege of contributing as liberally as they please
for the enlargement and support of the library.
There are at present twenty-five members, and five

in the library. The officers for
Elizabeth R. Reeve, president;
Martha
Acton, secretary ; Mary Shreve, treasurer.
Union Telegraph Company. — This company
was organized 9th mo. 14, 1881, with the following
Cooper
board of directors and officers : Directors,
Haines, Frank Haines, George W. Hagerthy, D. T.
Carty, Joseph J. Rogers, H. P. Thorn, and R. S.
Braddock.
The stock was divided into sixty shares
of five dollars each. Total stock, three hundred dol
lars.
The line runs from Medford to Tabernacle,
with an intermediate office at Indian Mills. The
first year's business netted a dividend of twelve per
cent. The officers of the company are : President, R.
S. Braddock ; Treasurer and Secretary, T. B. Thorn ;
Superintendent and Manager, D. T. Carty.
Industrial Pursuits.— Hinchman's Cranberry
Bogs. — Among the industrial pursuits of this town
ship there is none more worthy of note than that of
the cranberry culture, in its perfected state, under
the proprietorship and management of Mr. Joseph C
Hinchman.
hundred
1882

are

volumes

'
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His lands are located at a place known as Taunton,
three and a half miles south of Medford village, at
and covering the head-waters of the southwest branch
of Rancocas Creek. Taunton was named prior to the
Revolutionary war, as there was a furnace and forge
at this place during that trying period of the then
infant colonies.
This was, no doubt, one of the few places in the
country where warlike material was manufactured.
The evidence of this is in the large number of cannonballs found in and around the place within the last
half-century.
Who the hardy pioneer was that oper
ated the furnace during our first unpleasantness with

Eli

sold his share to his brother, who
in 1856.
The mill was then purchased by
James Snyder, and in or about 1868 sold it to the
Robison brothers, who ran it four or five years. It
was then purchased by Abel H. Tomlinson, the pres
subsequently

died

ent owner and operator.

Ballinger's Mills

(grist- and saw-mill),
located
village, were built (as

two miles south of Medford

near as can be ascertained) by Shinn Oliphant, about
He subsequently exchanged property with
1790.
Thomas Ballinger, who by this trade became owner

of what is now Ballinger's mills. The property has
descended to Joseph E. O. Ballinger, the proprietor
of the mills.

the mother-country we have been unable to learn, there
fore leave that matter for tradition or imagination to
solve, and pass down to' the year 1800, when Richard

three-quarters

Edwards Owned the property and operated the furnace
and forge, the iron ore being taken from its native
Persons
bed, but a short distance from the furnace.

were built nearly or quite two hundred years ago, or
about 1685, by David Oliphant, great-grandfather of
Jonathan Oliphant, present cashier of Medford Bank.

now living in Medford distinctly remember Mr. Ed
wards and his iron-works.
The trip-hammer or anvilblock is still standing to mark the location of the old
forge. Mr. Edwards spld the property to Jesse Chris
topher, and he sold to Jesse Varny, and in 1830 Cox,
Langworthy & Co. became the owners, and held the
property till 1848, when they disposed of their six thou

sand acres to various parties, and in 1857 Mr. Joseph
C. Hinchman purchased the original Taunton prop
erty, including the original mill-pond, which he at
once converted into a cranberry bog, and at different
times has added to his first purchase, till he now owns
nearly or quite three thousand acres of the best cran
berry land in the State, and is the most extensive in
dividual cranberry-grower in the United States. Im
mediately after his first purchase he planted eighty
and from time to time has made such improve
ments and additions as the demand for this kind of
fruit called for, until he has now twelve bogs, or
nearly two thousand acres, which yield an average of
two hundred and fifty bushels of cranberries per acre
each year.
acres,

Mr. Hinchman has invented the various kinds of
machinery now in use on his plantation for picking,
gleaning, sorting, and separating the different sizes of
berries, and during the picking season employs from
three hundred and fifty to five hundred persons, also
several during the whole year. Mr. Hinchman is
also largely engaged in fish culture and poultry-rais
ing, though not specialties.

Thackara's Coal-Mill.— In 1847,

Samuel Thack-

ara built a coal-mill at what is now known as Fairview, for the pulverizing of charcoal, preparing it for
the various chemical purposes for which it is used.
The average production of the different grades is one
hundred bushels per day.

The Tomlinson Mills,

located about two miles
post-office, were built in 1818 by
Bar'zillia Branin, who died in 1822 or 1823, leaving the
grist-mill to his two sons, Francis and Eli Branin.

south of Medford

Oliphant's

Mills
of

a

(grist- and saw-mill),
located
mile south of Medford village,

Mr. Oliphant also owned a large tract of land around
the mills. The next owner of the property was David
Cole, who sold to Thomas Ballinger, from whom the
mills descended to his grandson, Thomas Ballinger,
who exchanged with Shinn Oliphant, this then be
" Oliphant's mills." Shinn Oliphant be
coming
queathed the property to his son, Joseph Oliphant,
who, in 1877, sold the mill to Jonathan Oliphant.
The grist-mill is a first-class custom and flouringmill, with three run of burrs.
Haines' mills (grist- and saw-mill), located about
two miles northeast from Medford village, were built
about 1778, by John Haines, and remained with the
Haines family till 1865.
Joshua Ballinger built a tannery previous to 1800,
on the farm now owned by Micajah R. Wills, just
south of his house, in the village of Medford.
Wil
liam Braddock

also had a small tannery on the south
side of the creek, west side of the road.
Both went
to decay previous to or about 1850.

Pioneer Nail-Works.— The first cut nails with
heads that were ever made in this country were manu
factured by Mark Reeve, of Medford.
Mark was an
inventive genius.
His machinery was operated by
horse-power, and th^ whole concern was as primitive
as can well be imagined.
His shop stood on the
corner of the front yard at the present residence of
Mrs. Mary Collins, opposite the store of D. W. Geist,
on Main Street, Medford. The old building was long
since removed to Cherry Street and converted into a
dwelling, and now occupied as such. Mark was also
a merchant, and kept store in the building next south

of John Lamb's store on Main Street.
" Pigtail"
the custom to

It was then
tobacco, as it was called,
and was put up in coils, similar to the present mode
of winding or coiling quarter- or half-inch rope. Mark
desired to make something in his line a " specialty," so
he conceived the idea of selling his " Pigtail" for one
cent a yard, which, of course, was much less than
the
cost, but anything to " draw custom" seems to have
sell
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been the rule then as now. Nail business was not a
success with him. During the experimental working
of his machinery he allowed a Yankee tin-peddler to

look on, just to see the " tarnal" thing work, and
when Mark applied for a patent he found to his great
dismay that the Yankee tin-peddler had been a week
too soon for him and obtained a patent.
Still Mark
continued to manufacture

nails for several years, and

died in about 1818.
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branch of the Pensauking flows northwesterly through
the west half of the township, while Parker's Creek
and the Rancocas water the eastern part of Mount

The Camden and Burlington County Rail
road passes through the northerly corner of the town
ship, on which are two stations, Hartford and Mason

Laurel.

ville.

The township

thousand

acres,

covers

and in 1880

an area of thirteen
had a population
of

seventeen hundred and thirty-nine.

Early Settlers and Pioneer Incidents. — Thomas
Olive and Daniel Wills (Daniel the first) sold to
Thomas

CHAPTER XXXIV.
MOUNT

Geographical

and Descriptive. — Mount Laurel

is one of the west border townships of the county,
It
and was formerly a part of Evesham township.
and Medford

township, on
on the northwest

the southwest by Camden County,
by Chester, and on the north by Willingborough
and Westampton townships.
The following is the
act of the Legislature, passed in 1872, forming this
township :
"Section 1. Be it enactedby the Senateand GeneralAssemblyof the
Stateof New Jersey,That all that part of the township of Evesham,in
the county of Burlington, l.\ing within the following boundaries,to
wit: Beginning at the point where the extensionof the Moorestown
and Mount Laurel turnpike crossesthe line dividing the townships of
Evesham and Medford; thencein a straight westwardly coursethrough
the intersection of the public road leading from Moorestownto Marlton
and from Fellowship to Evesham,to the dividing line of the counties
of Burlington and Camden; thence following the line of said counties
a northwestwardly courseto the line of the township of Chester; thence
following the line of the township of Chesterto the middle of the Ran
cocasCreek; thence up the middle of the said RancocasCreek to the
line of the township of Lumberton; thence southwardly, following the
line of the township of Lumberton, to the line of the township of Med
ford ; thence along the line of the township of Medford to the place of
beginning, shall be and hereby is set off from the township of Evesham,
in the county of Burlington, and madea separatetownship, to be known
by the nameof the township of Mount Laurel.
"Sect. 2, And beit enacted.That the inhabitants of the township of
Mount Laurel shall be, and they are hereby constituted,a body politic
and corporatein law, by the name of 'the inhabitants of the township
Burlington,'
and shall be entitled
of Mount Laurel, in the county of
to all the rights, powers, authority, privileges, and advantages,and
ahall be subject to all regulations, government,and liabilities that the
inhabitants of Evesham first aforesaidare now entitled or subject to by
the existing laws of this State,or by any special laws for the township
of Evesham."

Natural Features. —Like

the other townships

in

suffi
this county its surface is gently undulating,
ciently so for the proper drainage of the soil. There
are a few elevations in the southern portion of the
township that have been dignified by the name of

Through an intelligent system of farming by
pioneers
and their successors, the soil has been
the
brought to a high state of cultivation, and is very
hills.

of the Pensauking
Creek flows along its west border, forming the line
productive.

The west branch

between this township

and Camden County ; the east

1 By W. H. Shaw.
24

in

1699, in Evesham

Eves sold to his
(now Mount Laurel),

supposed to be near the " Green Tree."
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is bounded on the east by Lumberton
townships, on the south by Evesham

Eves the land that Thomas

son Thomas

This Thomas

Eves the first deeded to his son Thomas Eves (2d) in
1699.
Thomas Eves deeded to his brother, John
Eves, in 1702. John Eves deeded back to his brother
Thomas in 1716.
Thomas Eves, the heir-at-law of
Thomas Eves, deeded the same to Caleb Lippincott,
March 25, 1757.
William Evans and Elizabeth, his wife, emigrated
to this country from Wales in about 1685, and located
near what is now Mount Laurel village.
They were
the pioneers of what is now Mount Laurel township,
then an unbroken wilderness.
No houses or mills
with which to make lumber; far from friends and
surrounded by the native Indians. But these people
had thus far been kindly treated, and had not been
made the hostile savages that they have since been
trained to be. The only way Evans and wife had of
reaching their destination was on foot, over the rough
and tedious Indian trails, and when Evans and his
wife arrived at the land they had purchased of the
Indians and the so-called proprietaries there was no
but to dig a cave in the side of the small
They made their cave near what is
now Mount Laurel village, and in this cave William
Evans died, Dec. 23, 1728. He had two sons, John
and Thomas.
Joh n remained at Mount Laurel, where
he has at present numerous descendants.
alternative

hill

to live in.

John Haines was another of the pioneers of Mount
Laurel, and was the father of a large family of sons
and daughters.
He was known by the appellation of
" Chunk Haines." After
his decease the homestead
farm was sold to Allen Jones, son of William Jones.
The farm is situated between " Green Tree" and Fel
lowship, in this township.
Civil Organization.— First Town-Meeting. —
At a town-meeting of the inhabitants of the township
of Mount Laurel, held at the Green Grove schoolhouse the 12th of 3d mo., 1872, for the purpose of
electing officers for the township, William D. Rogers
was chosen moderator, and Stacy B. Haines clerk.
The following are some of the resolutions offered at
the said meeting :
" Resolved,That the township committeehe authorized to confer
with
two physicians respectingsalary, etc.
" Resolved,That 81200be raised for township and road purposes.
" Resolved,That we hold our election in the basementof the Farmers'
Hall, Mount Laurel."
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of officers ;
persons received the highest
the following-named
number of votes and were declared elected: Clerk,
Stacy B. Haines; Assessor, Clayton L. Brown; Col
The meeting proceeded to nomination

lector, Thomas W. Gardner ; Commissioners of Ap
peals, Nathan Evans, William Dunn Rogers, and
John P. Lippincott; Freeholder, Chalkley Stokes;
Judge of Election, Stacy Joyce; Overseer of Poor,

Ezra Haines ; Township Committee, Mark H. Buzby,
Emmor Roberts, and Charles Collins; Surveyors of
Highways, Charles Andrews and Joshua Evans ;
Overseers of Highways, William Troth, John PlasGeorge
ket, and Joseph Haines ; Pound-Keepers,

Gardiner, John Plasket, and Benjamin Rogers.
We herewith give some of the leading officers of
the township, and the years for which they were
elected.
CLERKS.
Stacy B. Haines, 1872-75; Levi Proud, 1876; Ezra H. Brown, 1877-79;
iBrael Roberts, 1880-82.
ASSESSORS.
Clayton L. Brown, 1872-74; Japhet B. Joyce, 1875-77; Albert G.
Briggs, 1878-82.
COLLECTORS.
Thomas W. Gardiner, 1872-74; Clayton H. Dudley, 1875-80;William
P. Lippincott, 1881-82.
FREEHOLDERS.
Chalkley Stokes, 1872-74; Richard G. Dudley, 1875-77; Charles An
drews, 1878-81; Aaron E. Borton, 1882.
TOWN COMMITTEE.
Mark H. Buzby, Emmor Roberts, and Charles Collins, 1872; Edmund
Darnell, 1873; Mark H. Buzby, 1874; William R. Lippincott, 1875;
Edmund Darnell, 1876; Edmund Darnell, William R. Lippincott,
Benjamin Rogers, Charles Andrews, and William D. Rogers, 1877;
Edmund Darnell, W. R. Lippincott, Samuel L. Roberts, Nathan
Evans, and David Roberts, Jr., 1878; E. Darnell, John E. Darnell,
W. R. Lippincott, 1879-80;W. R. Lippincott, 1881; Howard Dar
nell, 1882.
JUSTICES OF THE TEACE.
Edward T. Idell, Elam K. Woodeth, 1874; Elam K. Woodeth, 1875;
Elam K. Woodeth, Lawrence Bird, 1881; Lawrence Bird, Edwin J.
, Lloyd, 1882.
CONSTABLES.
David Lippincott, 1877; Charles Gilbert, 1881-82.

Industries. — Rancocas

Chemical - Works. —

These works were established in 1870 at the hamlet
of Centerton, on the left bank of Rancocas Creek,
by Rose & Lowell, who built and put in operation
the then only phosphorus manufacturing establish
ment in the United States, and the only works of the
kind up to 1877-78. The business was conducted by
Rose & Lowell till December, 1873, when Messrs.
Gibbs & Deacon purchased the concern, and have
enlarged the works each year until the buildings and
Gibbs & Deacon
inclosures cover two acres of land.
added to the phosphorus-works the manufacture of

phosphates, continuing both branches till 1878, when
they made a specialty of phosphates and sulphuric
acid till the spring of 1882, when a match manufac
tory was added, and now manufacture the four arti
cles, — phosphorus, phosphates, sulphuric acids, and
matches. The manufacture of acid was commenced

in December,

1880.
All the material used by the
firm are transported in their own boats from Phila
delphia or other points.
Sixty men are employed at
the works, and the yearly sales of goods amount to

three hundred thousand dollars.

Villages and Hamlets. — Masonville

is a small

on the line of the Camden and Burlington
four miles east of Moorestown.
The '
Railroad,
County
land upon which the village is situated was formerly
village

Tract,"
owned by James
in the " Mason
James Mason's
Mason and his son, Solomon Mason.
plantation lay on the southeast side of what is now
the village, and the old homestead is now owned by
William Evans.
The tract of Solomon Mason covered the larger
part of the land upon which the town is built. James
Mason was born April 1, 1759, and Solomon, son of
James and Mary Mason, was born July 6, 1794. They
embraced

have both passed away, the plantations are cut up
into small farms and lots, and the village of Mason

ville stands as a lasting monument to the worth of
these two noble men. The first store at this place
was kept by William H. Woolman, who was also the
pioneer postmaster at this place.
Mr. Woolman's
successors have been E. Johnson, G. Haines, Joseph
Brooks, Benajah Haines, and S. M. Taylor. There
never has been but one store at this place at any one
time.

A small foundry was established here by Solomon
Mason in 1862.
He sold to Gilbert & Co., who are
the present proprietors and operators.
The pioneer
at this place was Joseph Brooks, whose
shop was between where the passenger and freight
depots now stand.
Upon the advent of the railroad
his shop was removed.
He was succeeded by John
Woolman Mason, the present wheelwright and black
smith.
The first teacher for the new school-house
was Miss Abbie Dudley.
There is at present at
blacksmith

Masonville one church

(Methodist Episcopal), one
school-house, one store by S. M. Taylor, post-office by
J. B. Taylor, foundry, blacksmith- and wheelwright-

shop by J. W. Mason, railroad depot, and about one
hundred inhabitants.
Centerton is a small hamlet on the left bank of
Rancocas

Creek, about one mile from Masonville.
There is at this place one tavern by Joseph Law
rence, coal- aud lumber yard owned by I. W. Heu
lings & Son, of Moorestown, and the Rancocas
Chem
ical-Works. There are nine or ten dwellings.
The
hamlet is situated on a tract of land once owned by
the Deacon family.

Hartford is also a small village in the north part
of the township, on the line of the Camden and Bur
lington County Railroad. The village is
situated
also upon the old Talman tract, and the old Talman
house is now occupied by Joshua Hollinshead.
One
of the Talmans settled near the Rancocas Creek, a
short distance above the old Burlington and Salem
ferry.
The tract upon which Hartford is situated
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was subsequently owned by the Joseph Davis estate,
and purchased of that estate by Enoch Hollinshead

in

1845 or 1846.
During the ownership of Davis he
opened a store here in 1836, and from that has sprung
what there is of the village.
Mr. Hollinshead suc

ceeded Davis and Ballinger in the mercantile

busi

in turn was succeeded by William C.
Lippincott in the old store-house opposite the depot,
Mr. Hollinshead at the same time owning all the
land upon which is located the village proper.
He
was one of the applicants for, and one of the directors
named in the charter for the Camden and Burlington

ness, and he

Horse Railroad.
John Armington

the pioneer

blacksmith

at

succeeded by James Evans, the present proprietor.
The school-house at this place was built by the
The first
citizens, who made it a private enterprise.
teacher in the new house was Abby Blake, and the
present teacher is Miss Minnie Merritt. The cream
Lippincott's
ery at this place was built in 1881.

brick store was built in 1881.
There is at Hartford one school-house, creamery,
store by W. C. Lippincott, blacksmith- and wheel
wright-shops by James Evans, coal-yard by John T.
Evans, railroad station and telegraph-office by John
Evans, agent and operator, one Sunday-school,
with John T. Evans as superintendent.
Population,

T.

William C. Lippincott is the present

Mount Laurel, located in the southeast part of
the township, on the southeast side of the mount of
that name. This mountain, so called, rises to an alti
tude of four hundred and fifty feet above tide-water.
The approach to it is so gradual that to the casual
From its summit
observer it is scarcely perceptible.
more territory is brought to view than from any other
point in Burlington County.
The Delaware River
and the city of Philadelphia, together with moving
and steamers of all kinds upon the Delaware
opposite the city, can be distinctly seen with the

vessels

naked eye, thus presenting one of the most beautiful
landscapes in the State. This elevation or mountain
was originally covered with a dense growth of laureland brush ; hence the name of the mount and
the quaint old hamlet nestled upon its southeastern
Here it was that William and Elizabeth
breast.
trees

Evans located about 1685, the Evans tract covering
what is now the village of Mount Laurel. William

died in 1728, and his original tract, as well as that of
others, became subdivided, and a large share pur
chased by the Darnell family, which has become the
most numerous of any family in this part of the town
ship.
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Just who

the pioneer store-keeper was at this place
to he as much of a mystery to the present in
habitants as is the name of the man in the moon;
but in about 1830, Lydia Haines is remembered as a
retailer of groceries in the brick building near the

seems

Friends' meeting-house. She also had the post-office
in her store. The pioneers in the different branches
of industry are also lost sight of aud forgotten, if
ever known. John Needles built the store-house now
occupied by Thomas M. Gardner in 1840, where he
kept a store for several years, when he was succeeded
Samuel Shreve had
by Mr. Gardner in about 1855.
a store here at one time.

was

Hartford, locating here about 1838. He was suc
ceeded by John Brown, and he by James Evans, the
present owner and operator of the shop. The first
wheelwright here was Samuel McCully, who was also

about eighty.
postmaster.

TOWNSHIP.

They were soon followed by the Bortons, Hollinsheads, Wilkins, Willis, Davis, and other families.

There is at present in the village of Mount Laurel
a Friends' meeting-house, or rather two in one, Or
thodox and Friends' ; school-house ; Farmers' Hall,
built in 1866 ; a school-house; lodgeof Good Temp
wheelwrightlars; lodge of Good Samaritans;
and

blacksmith-shop by John Lamb ; two stores, — Thomas
W. Gardner, who is also postmaster, and E. & S. B.
Haines; shoe-shop by William Smith, who occupies

the property formerly owned by Job Garwood.
A
daily mail is received at this place by stage from
Philadelphia. There is also at this place " The En
Library,"
terprise
founded in the spring of 1874, in

which there are five hundred volumes from the best
authors in the country.
The present officers of the
library are Levi Ellis, president ; Joseph Cox, vicepresident ; Mary Proud, treasurer ; and A. E. Haines,

librarian.
Colemantown,

named in honor of John Coleman,
a pioneer and, when living, a prominent man of the
place, is a small hamlet at the four corners, half a
mile

south of Mount Laurel.

Charles Erling, Methodist

Here is a store v by
Episcopal chapel, Friends'

and six dwellings.
burying-ground,
The oldest per
son in this place is Mrs. Keziah Tillman, who is over
eighty years of age.

Fellowship, situated in the west corner of the
township, is on what was once known as the Roberts
tract. The first house built in this hamlet was owned
The property is now owned by
by David Claypole.
George Roberts.
Abraham Matlock built the next
house. His plantation was quite large, and has been
divided into three farms, viz. : Mahlon Haines, Carl
ton Evans, and Charles Hugg the present owners.

The brick house standing on the corner opposite
Thomas Lippincott's was built in 1$00 by George
Roberts.
The original roof, made of cedar shingles,
is still on the hou-;e, and apparently as good as new.
The next house at this place was the one where Jacob
Clements lives, built by William Roberts.
The main
part of the building, in which the store and post-office
is kept, was built by Joshua Roberts, and in the addi
tion was kept the first store in Fellowship by Job
Roberts.

It

Roberts.

Reuben

is now occupied

as a store by Thomas
also kept a store in the
building now owned and occupied by Thomas Lip
pincott as his residence.
The next store was kept by

Roberts
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Fish, where Joseph Fish now lives. The
The house first
house was built by John Stillwell.
north of Thomas Lippincott's was built by Isabella
Haines.
The pioneer blacksmith of Fellowship was
William Roberts, who commenced business here in
His successors in the old shop have been Ste
1800.
phen Farrar and John Clements, the present occu
pant. Thomas Lippincott commenced blacksmithing
Roberts'
here in 1828, on the corner opposite Thomas
store. He continued the business till 1856, when he
Obadiah

purchased and occupied his present residence.
The pioneer wheelwright at this place was Charles

Kain, who commenced here in about 1815, and in
1833 or 1834 removed to Marlton, where he succeeded
a Mr. Cooper in the business.
Mr. Kain was suc
The next wheel
ceeded here by Chalkley Haines.
wrights were Joseph Higgins and William Venable,
who were succeeded by Isaac Hunter, and he by the
present one, J. Clements.
The first carpenter and
builder was Samuel Sharp, followed by Joseph Sloan.
William Jones was the pioneer shoemaker of Fellow
ship.
The place is now owned by Isaac King. The
house now owned and occupied by Margaret Kelly
was built by Rebecca and Martha Githens, who both

died at an advanced age.
Charles Andrews and John
Laverty each live in the dwellings built by their
fathers, and the house where Abram Wells lives was
Thomas Lippincott is the
built by Aaron Fortner.
oldest person in Fellowship, having been born FebThere are at present in Fellowship two
8, 1804.

stores by Thomas Roberts and Joseph Fish ; wheel
wright and blacksmith-shop
by Jacob Clements ;
school-house, Baptist chapel, and about twenty dwell

Thomas Roberts is the present postmaster.
Schools. — The pioneer school-house of what is now
Mount Laurel township stood on the north side of
Friends' meeting-house at
the Orthodox part of the
ings.

Mount Laurel village, and was built no doubt as early
in 1760. The north wall of the
meeting-house was the south wall or end of the schoolhouse, that forming a wing of the meeting-house, and
stood there till 1828. The next school-house was
built a short distance northwest from the old meeting
house, and across the road from the brick house now
north' of Friends'
house. That remained till
standing
1850, when another one was built on the site now oc
cupied by Joshua Borton's residence. This was built
in 1865, when the present school-house was erected.
In 1880 there were five school districts in the town
as the meeting-house,

ship, as follows :

Centerton District, No. 74. — Total amount re
ceived from all sources, $375 ; value of school prop
erty, $1250 ; number of children between five and
eighteen years of age, 84; months' school, 9 ; number
of children registered, 79 ; average attendance, 27 ;
capacity of school-house, 70.
$30 per month.

Hartford District,

No.

One female teacher at
76. — Total amount

re
ceived from all sources, $353 ; value of school prop

erty, $1500; number of children between five and
eighteen years of age, 82 ; months' school, 9 ; number
of children registered, 72; average attendance, 35;
capacity of school-house, 50. One female teacher at
$30 per month.

Green Grove District, No.

77. — Total amount
all sources during the year, $300;
value of school property, $500 ; number of children
between five and eighteen years of age, 73 ; months'
school, 9; number of children registered, 57; aver
age attendance, 19; capacity of school-house,
52;

received

from

one female teacher at $28 per month.

Fellowship District, No. 78. — Total amount
received from all sources, $300 ; value of school prop
erty, $1200 ; number of children between five and
eighteen years of age, 73 ; months' school, 9.2 ; num
ber of children registered, 59 ; average attendance,
29 ; capacity of school-room, 50; one male teacher at
$40 per month.

80. —Total amount
all sources, $469.47 ; months' school,
10 ; school building is private property ; number of
children between five and eighteen years of age, 126 ;

Mount Laurel District, No.

received from

registered, 90; average attendance, 42; ca
pacity of school-house, 60 ; one female teacher at $35
per month.
number

Methodist Episcopal Church. —This society is
located at Masonville, on the line of the Camden and

Burlington County Branch of the Pennsylvania Rail
road, four miles from Mount Holly, the county-seat.
A class was organized in the year 1869, at the house
of Charles Gilbert, in the village of Masonville, by
Rev. E. T. Idell, a local preacher of the place, who
also performed the duties of class-leader.
The fol
lowing-named persons were among the members of
the class: William Fitzell and wife, Sarah Asay,
Samuel Fitzell, Alsina Mason, Samuel Whitcraft,
Alie Whitcraft, Amos Parker, George Parker, Eli
Parker, Hannah Parker, Mary E. Parker, and Sarah
Mason.
Mr. Idell continued in the double capacity
of preacher and leader till the early part of 1872.
The little band, through their faithful labors and
devoted lives, increased in numbers so that in the
spring of 1871 they felt the necessity of a suitable
house of worship, as they were thus far under the
necessity of holding their meetings in the neighbors'
houses in winter, and in some grove near by during the
Through the efforts of the ladies
warm weather.
funds were raised, the lot upon which" the church
edifice stands was purchased of John Carlin for one
hundred and thirty-five dollars.
Steps were also

taken for the erection of a house of
worship, a build
ing committee appointed, consisting of Joseph Haines
and Rev. E. T. Idell, and the work began.
Feb. 22, 1872, the house was
completed, and dedi
cated by Rev. R. V. Lawrence, assisted
by Rev. E. T.
Idell and others. The cost of the
structure, includ
ing the lot, was twelve hundred dollars.
The class,
up to the time of building their church, belonged
to
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the Moorestown Methodist Episcopal Society, but
upon the completion of their house of worship they
were attached to the Rancocas and Charleston charge,
and now known as the Rancocas and Masonville
charge. At the Annual Conference in the spring of
1872, Rev. J. B. Graw was the presiding elder on this
district, and Rev. David Stewart became the preacher

of this new society.

He remained two years, and was
succeeded by Rev. Edward Mesler, who remained
three years. He was followed by William Margary,
who remained but one year, and was succeeded by
Rev. John Worthman, for two years. His successor
was Rev. D. W. C. Mclntyre, the present pastor, who
came on this charge in the spring of 1880.

The present officiary of the church are the follow
ing-named persons : Class-leader, Walter Hand; Stew
ards, John W. Mason, Samuel Seavers, and Walter W.

Hand ; Trustees, Eli Parker, John W. Mason, Wil
liam H. Woolman, Samuel Seavers, Samuel Asay,
Walter Hand, and William Fitzell; Sexton, Mrs.
Sarah Mason.
Present membership, twenty-three ;
present value of church property, twelve hundred
dollars.

The Sunday-school
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with the same regulations

ings."

a

as other

Monthly Meet

The following is the request and reasons given for
Monthly Meeting at what is now Mount Laurel :
"ye 10th

It having been observed by
mo., 1760.
some Friends of Evesham (now Mount Laurel) and
Chester Meeting; the great increase of a hopeful and
rising generation amongst us; and the comfortable
increase of our meetings for worship, from hence a
concern arose for their further advancement in the
ye
blessed truth, and having by experience seen
need
and use of a church discipline, and the necessity of
ye management
waiting for divine aid in
thereof, and
ye
increase and multiplicity of business at
observing

Haddonfield Monthly Meeting,

of which we are
members, by reason whereof our affairs could not be
carried on with improving calmness and deliberation
y°
ye
nature of
as
service required and being con

y8
cerned that generations to come ask and seek for
good old way and may walk therein by a ciear illu
ye
mination of
mind and simplicity of manners.
Under these considerations, a concern arose amongst
us to request that Evesham and Chester Meeting

in connection with

this society was organized in 1869, by Rev.
E. T. Idell, who acted as superintendent.
There were five teachers and twenty-five

The present superintendent is
Walter Hand, with fifty scholars and an
average attendance of thirty-five.
Hartford Union Sunday School. —
scholars.

There

being

no church

organization

at

Hartford, the public school house is used
for all religious purposes, and occupied
by preachers of different denominations,
which gives the people of this village and
. vicinity preaching

service as often as once

in two weeks.

In

through the efforts of Rev.
T. Idell, a local preacher of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, a Union Sun
1873,

Edward

EVESHAM

9

Laurel.—" Request
Meeting at Mount
for this meeting was laid before Haddonfield Monthly
yB
ye 3d
mo., 1759, and was kept under
Meeting 23 of
ye
ye
21 of
Quarterly Meeting until
consideration of
Friends'

ye sd request
was granted.
mo., 1760, when
ye
ye
"Agreeable to
direction of
Quarterly Meeting
ye 3d
held
of 9 mo., 1760, Friends of Evesham and
3d

ye

Chester held their Monthly Meeting at Evesham on
y"
ye
first day of
week after
9 of 10 mo., 1760, it being
ye
first second day according to appointment, and
Redmon, Josiah Albertson, Joshua Stokes,
William Wilkins, and Joshua Lord, Jr., were settled

Thomas

MEETING-HOUSE,

MOUNT LAUREL.

(Built 1760.)

day-school was organized at this place, with about
forty scholars and teachers. When Mr. Idell resigned
his position, Mr. John T. Evans, the present superin
tendent, was appointed.
There are at present seven
teachers and fifty-five scholars, with an average at

tendance of thirty-five pupils.

FRIENDS

be constituted to hold a separate Monthly
years'
deliberation and
which, after several
preparation
might
a firm
that it
be for general service,
might

Meeting,"

was accordingly done.
In 1760 the present portion of the meeting-house
occupied by the Orthodox Friends was built, and in

Friends' end was built, by taking out the
1798 the
end wall and extending the side walls nearly double
their original length, and in place of the original wall,

at or near what is now the centre of the building, they
have doors hung on weights and pulleys, so as to raise
them out of the way when either congregation is large
enough to demand.
The wood-work is the original,
and never has been defiled by paint, except around
On the north side of the
the doors and windows.
meeting-house was a well, which was filled up in 1846.
The first delegates from this to the Quarterly Meet

ing were Thomas Evans, Joshua Lippincott, James
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Joshua Prickitt, Edmund Hollinshead,
Cattell,
Charles French, and Joshua Roberts.
In addition to the above, the following are some of
the names of the Evesham and Chester (now Mount
Laurel) Meeting : William Borton, Jr., Thomas Stokes,
Rebecca Lippincott, Elizabeth Wilkins, Catharine
Green, Elizabeth Haines, Thomas Evans, Micajah
Willis, Richard Willis, Jacob Davis, William Down,
and others.

The overseers of the meeting in 1783 were Edward
Darnell, William Rogers, Isaac Borton, Enoch Evans,
Bethuel Moore, and Job Haines.
The lock and key on the front or south door of the
meeting-house is one of those ancient machines whose
appearance would disgust the most expert burglar.

In

size the lock is eight by eleven inches, two inches

thick, and fastened to the door with bolts of iron.
The key is in keeping with the lock, and weighs
nearly half a pound, and was made by Edward Dar
nell, grandfather of David Darnell, now one of the
old residents of the village.
In the old meeting-house
is a Sunday-school library, filled with books as ancient
"
as the meeting-house itself, — Life of William Prick
itt,"
Spaulding,"
Gough,"
"James
"John
"Rise and
Quakers,"
Progress of
all of which must have pro
voked a scowl upon the fair brows of the juvenile
Friends of a century ago.
Societies and Corporations. — Hartford Cream
ery Company. — This company was chartered by the
Legislature of the State of New Jersey in March,
1881, with a capital stock of seven thousand five hun
dred dollars.
The following-named persons were the
first directors, and with one or two exceptions remain
the same at present: Silas Walton, J. B. Joyce, S. S.
Huston, Joshua Hollinshead, S. B. Lippincott, Asa
Haines, R. A. Warrick, William H. Warrick, and
Joseph E. Roberts. The creamery located in the
village of Hartford was built in 1881, with all the
most improved and approved appliances, with steam
as the motive-power.
The creamery is first-class in
every respect, and has a capacity of fifteen thousand
pounds of milk daily.

: President, J. B. Joyce ;
Walton ; Superintendent,
William

The present officers are
Silas

Secretary,

H. Warrick.

Templars'
There is at Mount Laurel a Good
and
Good Samaritans' lodge, also a grange, of which we
could gain no historical data. There is also in this

"

The Mount Laurel Pursuing and Detec
township
Company,"
tive
similar to the one in Chester, of which
a history is given.
There is also at Masonville, Tribe
No. 51, 1. 0. R. M., also Centennial Council, B. of U.,
of which the secretaries promised material for his
tories.

BIOGRAPHICAL
WILLIAM

SKETCHES.

D. ROGERS.

John Rogers, the progenitor of this branch of the
family in New Jersey from England, was among the
He had two sons, — Samuel and
early settlers here.
John. The latter purchased one hundred and fifty
acres of land of John Middleton in Evesham, now
Mount Laurel township, Burlington Co., N. J., the
deed of which is dated 1725, and is now in possession
of William D. Rogers. This property has been the
family homestead since, a period of one hundred and
fifty-seven years. William, son of John, succeeded
to the homestead, and deeds of conveyance of real
William,
estate are extant from his father to him.
son of William, was born on the homestead July 21,
1731, succeeded to it by will, and there resided his life
time. He added fifty acres to the homestead, and built
house'
He
now upon the property in 1767.
the stone
was a representative farmer and an influential citizen.
He took an active interest in local affairs, and was a
member of the "New Jersey Society for Promoting
Slavery,"
his certificate of member
the Abolition of
signed
ship being
by Joseph Bloomfield, president of
He was an active member and elder of
the society.
Friends' Society at Mount Laurel. He died Dec.
the
He married, in 1754, Sarah, daughter of
5, 1812.
Warrington.
After her death, in 1765, he
Henry
married Ruth Bishop, who also died without issue.
In 1767 he married Grace Allen, an elder and widow of
Ner Eayres, who was born Oct. 6, 1741, and died Sept.
Their children were William, born Feb. 12,
24, 1807.
1768; Joseph, Jan. 16, 1770; Grace, Nov. 3, 1771,
wife of Samuel Wills ; Hannah, Nov. 12, 1773, wife
of John Tatum ; Ann, April 18, 1776, wife of Joseph .
Scattergood ; and Allen Rogers, born Aug. 26, 1779.
William, eldest son, was father of our subject;
married, Feb. 26, 1789, Mary Davis, an elder of the
Friends'
Meeting, who died July 15, i840.
Their
children were Martha, born Jan. 26, 1790, died Feb.
26, 1795 ; Rachel, born Feb. 27, 1791, wife of Zebedee
M. Wills, of Evesham, died April 20, 1868 ; Grace,
born June 21, 1793, wife of Thomas Ballinger, of
Evesham, died July 28, 1873; Josiah, born Jan. 9,
1795, was a carpenjter, and died Sept. 11, 1821 ;
David, born Jan. 4, 1797, a farmer in Evesham, died
March 30, 1879 ; Mary, born Feb. 11, 1799, wife of

Joab Wills, of Evesham, died Oct. 22, 1824; Ann,
born May 21, 1801, died April 7, 1837; Allen, born
May 14, 1803, a farmer in Evesham, died March 13,
1861 ; Joseph, born May 14, 1805, a tailor in Phila
delphia, died Jan. 16, 1833; William D., born Oct. 2,
1807, subject of this sketch ; and Benjamin,
born
Sept. 21, 1810, resided in
Evesham, and died Sept.
15, 1835.

The father of this large family of children died
Sept. 27, 1824.
From the time of his marriage until

MOUNT

LAUREL TOWNSHIP.

1808 he resided on a farm near Medford, at which
time he removed to the homestead, to which he suc
ceeded upon the death of his father, four years after
wards, and there spent the remainder of his life.
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ancestors, has been a zealous supporter of religious
work, and a contributor to all worthy local enterprises.
His wife, Lydia, daughter of Job and Mary (Bal

Mary

of Evesham, whom he married
May 9, 1807. Her tastes
have led her to gather in a systematic way many
facts and dates that form an important part of the
Rogers and Collins sketches.
Her father died April
20, 1814, aged thirty-one years, and her mother in
1847, January 16th, aged sixty-two years and eleven
Their children are Levi, a stock dealer in
months.

(Davis) Rogers, born on the homestead, succeeded
to the property by inheritance,
and there resided
until 1867, when he deeded it to his son (1866), Wil
liam Collins Rogers, and purchased a small farm

Josiah, farmer in Lumberton township
Hannah, died Oct. 16, 1866, aged thirty-two; Mary
O, at home; William Collins, farmer on the old
homestead
and Lydia B., wife of Levi L. Lippin

support, so he was also a liberal contributor to the
interests of the society, and an active and zealous
member of it.

D. Rogers,

when he retired

son of William

mostly from

a

near

it,

William

and

business life,

The family generally have
detailed account of their
been agriculturists,
and
history finds them identified with all that has per
tained to the best interests of society and the pros
Mr. Rogers led an active life
perity of the country.
on the farm, never sought official place, but, like his
since.

a

and has resided

18, 1830, was born

Evesham

;

of the
Mount Laurel, and left funds at his death for its

founders

Collins,

linger)

March

a

him, who was one of the
Evesham
Society of Friends at

before

a

father

;

his

;

Like

cott, of Chester.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Rogers are elders and overseers
of the Evesham Friends' Meeting at Mount Laurel,
and also treasurer, and he served the Preparative and

Monthly and Quarterly Meetings as clerk, and was rep
resentative to the Yearly Meeting for suffering and
correspondent of the Monthly Meeting.
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JOB AND DAVID DARNELL.
the progenitor of the family in New
Jersey from England, landed near the mouth of the
Delaware about the beginning of the eighteenth cen
tury. He afterward came to old Evesham township,
Burlington County, where he married a daughter of
John Borton, a large land-owner and one of the first

John Darnell,

settlers.

This John Darnell became possessed of a large
tract of land through his father-in-law,
a part of
which has been the Darnell homestead since, and is
owned by John E., son of David Darnell, in 1882.
The children of John Darnell were Edward, born
Jan. 14, 1730; Lewis, born in 1736; William, born in
1739; Hannah, born in 1742; and Jemima, born in
1744.

The eldest son, Edward, married Jane Driver, who
bore him two sons, — Samuel and Edmund, both of
whom were farmers on parts of the Darnell tract, the
latter succeeding to the homestead where his father
spent his life.
Edward Darnell was one of the found
ers of the Evesham Meeting in 1760, at Mount Laurel,
and an active member and supporter of the Friends'

Edmund was born Aug. 21,
Society during his life.
1768, and died at nearly eighty-three years of age.
He was an enterprising, thoroughgoing business man,
a large real-estate owner, actively interested in the
local affairs of township and county, and served for
several years as justice of the peace and judge of the
Court of Common Pleas for Burlington County.
He
was a member of the old Whig party, and an influ
ential citizen.
He married in 1790, Rachel, daughter

of Joshua and Rachel Dudley, of Evesham, who was
born Aug. 18, 1770, and reached fourscore and two
years.
Their children were Hannah, born Feb. 7,
1791, died at the age of sixty-nine years ; Joshua,
born Sept. 16, 1792, a farmer in Mount Laurel town
ship, died in March, 1824; Rachel, born Oct. 18, 1793,
wife of Benjamin Satterthwaite, of Mansfield ; Ann,
born Sept. 1, 1795, died at about sixty years, unmar

ried; Edward, born Aug. 20, 1797, died in 1815;
Isaac, born Feb. 6, 1799, a farmer in Evesham town
ship, died at about sixty years of age ; Enoch, born

Dec. 6, 1800, died in 1813 ; Job, born Aug. 25, 1802,
subject of this sketch ; Jane, born Feb. 12, 1804, died
in 1814; Sarah, born Oct. 15, 1805, died in 1812;
David, born June 6, 1808, succeeded to the homestead,
is retired, and resides at Mount Laurel ; and Charles,
born March 9, 1810, died in 1823.
Job Darnell spent his boyhood on the home farm,
and received only the usual opportunity for any edu

cation from books. After his marriage, in 1824, he
settled on a farm, a part of his father's estate, in
Mount Laurel, then Evesham township, but after
eight years, in 1832, he settled where he now resides,
and carried on farming and milling until 1860, and
retired from the more active duties of life.
This farm
and mill property was owned by a Mr. Engle, who
sold it to Stacy Haines, who in turn sold it to Ed

mund

Darnell.

Job

purchased

it of his

father

in

1835, and soon after settling there erected a substan

tial residence and barns. He sold the mill property
in 1860 to George Middleton, who on May 12, 1869,
sold the same to its present owner, Henry Darnell, son
of Job. Mr. Darnell has led a quiet and unostenta
tious life, and although he has never sought public
place, he has been chosen to fill the offices of commit
teeman and justice of the peace in his township.
Like his ancestors he is a member of and a contribu
tor to the support of the Society of Friends, attending

their meetings at Evesham meeting-house (now Mount
Laurel). Characteristic of the Darnell family are in
industry, and
habits, self-reliance,
wife, a devoted Christian mother, was
Agnes, daughter of William Mullen and Edith Lu
She was born
County, Pa.
kens, of Montgomery
tegrity,

thrift.

correct

His

May 2, 1804, and died June 8, 1879, leaving the fol
lowing children : Charles, a coal and lumber mer
chant at Mount Holly ; Edmund, a farmer in Mount
Laurel township ; Henry, a farmer and miller, suc
cessor of his father at Darnell's mills ; Sarah, wife of
Mark H. Buzby, a farmer of Mount Laurel ; and Miss
Agnes M. Darnell, at home.
David, youngest surviving son of Edmund and
Rachel (Dudley) Darnell, succeeded to a large part
of the old homestead, known as the. " Borton Tract"
of three hundred and twenty acres, located about one
mile and a half from Mount Laurel, on the Mount
Holly road, and there carried on general farming .
until March, 1867, when he removed and settled in the
brick house his present residence at Mount Laurel,
adjoining

the Friends' meeting-house

Mr. Darnell

grounds.

possesses

that keen perception, busi
ness ability, and good judgment common character
istics of his ancestors, and has been identified with
public improvements and local matters about him.

Although he has been chosen to some minor official
places in his township, he never sought political favor.
He has been identified as a stockholder in the Ran
cocas Steamboat Company, Mount Laurel, Mount

Holly, Centerton, and Camden Turnpike Companies,
was one of the founders of the Mount Laurel Farmers'
Club, and gave the ground to erect their present hall
in 1866, and he has been one of the directors of the
Farmers'
Bank at Mount Holly for some twenty
years. He is zealous in the religious work of
the
Friends'
Society and influential in its councils.
His wife, whom he married Feb. 11, 1836, was Mary
O, daughter of Hon. John Evans and Rebecca Copperthwaite, of Evesham.
She was born Sept. 21,

1808, was a devoted Christian woman, a member of
the Society of Friends, and died Feb. 11, 1861.

Their children are Rebecca C, wife of James Bell,
of Camden County; Jane, wife of Robert B. Engle,
of Mount Holly; Howard, a farmer in Mount Laurel

township ; John E., a farmer on the old homestead ;
Marianna, at home; David E., a farmer in Mount
Laurel township ; and Ezra E. Darnell. The name

'
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as applied

to the progenitor of the family here was
spelled " Darnele," afterward " Darnel," and retained
the latter spelling until 1829, since which time it has
its present orthography, " Darnell."

burying-ground"

The "Darnell

is located on the
homestead, and in it the several generations of the
family have been interred until 1857, when it was
abandoned for that purpose.

THOMAS

LIPPINCOTT.

Thomas Lippincott, son of William and Ann, men
tioned in the sketch of Clayton Lippincott, of Ches
ter township, was born in Cinnaminson,
formerly
Chester township, Feb. 8, 1804, and spent his boy
hood on the farm. His father's death in 1813 left the
management of affairs with his mother and the older
children until her death in 1822. Thomas was ap
prenticed at the age of fifteen years to learn black-

smithing with Abram Lippincott, of Westfield, where
he remained until he reached his majority.
In 1825
he settled in Fellowship, Mount Laurel township, as
a blacksmith.
In 1831 he married Hannah, daugh
ter of William and Rachel (Borden) Rudderow, of
Chester, who was born May 9, 1812, was a devoted
wife and mother, a member of the Society of Friends,
and died Aug. 8, 1863, leaving children, —Lydia R.,
Luanna, Emma, William R., and Eliza R., wife of
Nathan Roberts, of Camden, N. J. In 1832, Mr.
Lippincott purchased of William Roberts a shop for
his business in Fellowship with a few acres of land,
where he continued

blacksmithing and farming suc
He also built a house near his
cessfully until 1856.
shop in 1832, and to his land he has since added,
making a farm of some sixty-five acres. Retiring
from his trade in 1856, he has since given his atten
tion to farming, berry- and fruit-growing, making a

The same year of his retire
specialty of the latter.
ment from his trade he removed to the opposite side
of the street in the same village, where his residence
has been since and is in 1882.
He has never been
solicitous of official place, and has never held office,
although his son, William R., has been a member of
the township committee for eight years, and treasurer
of the committee for four years.
The life of Mr. Lippincott has been one of indus
try and activity, and although receiving little pecu
niary assistance when starting out in life, he has
The family are members
secured a fair competency.
of the Society of Friends, and their history is traced
far back into the ancestry in another part of this
work.

CHAPTER XXXV.
NEW

Situation

HANOVER TOWNSHIP.

and Boundaries.— New Hanover is

on the extreme northeastern border of Bur
lington County.
It is bounded on the northeast by
located

Monmouth
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and Ocean Counties, on the south by
west by Chesterfield and

Pemberton, and on the
Springfield townships.

Descriptive. — New Hanover has an area of twentythree thousand seven hundred and sixty-three acres,
and measures at the longest point about ten miles,
The surface is
and east and west about seven miles.
The soil is light, and in the
generally quite level.

In the southeast
northern part highly cultivated.
part are extensive pine lands.
The various rivulets forming North and South Runs
and Rotten Bridge Branch have their sources and
confluence in the central and southern part of the

township.

Other insignificant

streamlets rise in the
through Chester

north part, and flow northwesterly
field to Crosswicks Creek.

In the southeastern corner, bordering on Pemberton
and Ocean County, are extensive cranberry bogs.
In all parts are well-kept roads, furnishing a means
of travel for vehicles to and from all sections of the
township and localities beyond in every direction.

The Pemberton and Hightstown Railroad traverses
New Hanover east and west, with stations at Cookstown and Wrightstown, affording ready and speedy
access to surrounding market towns, and bringing the
township into direct communication with the outside
world.

Early Settlement. — Just when the. first white set
tler located in this township or who he was is not
at the present time ; however, we give the
names of several of those who are supposed to have
been the pioneers of what is now the township of
a certainty

New Hanover.
Daniel Leeds appears to have been among the early
settlers in the eastern portion of the township, locating
on a tract of 1000 acres of land, more or less, on North
or Tunis Run prior to 1704, and engaged in farming,
which occupation he followed for a number of years.
We find recorded at the county clerk's office, where
he sold to John and Mary Mills, Feb. 2, 1704, a tract
of 150 acres of land, and on the 17th of September,
1709, another tract of 55 acres, and in March, 1725,
for fee of deed, he granted and conveyed to Richard
Kirby 225 acres, located in the western part of the
present village of Cookstown.
In 1743 he sold to
Jacob Andrews 130 acres, adjoining that of Richard
Kirby. On the 14th day of April, 1746, he caused
this tract of land to be resurveyed, and found it to
contain 1230 acres of land, allowing the usual amount
The balance of the 1230 acres taken
for highways.
up by Mr. Leeds is now owned by different parties,
and the name of Leeds has become extinct in this
township.

Three brothers named Oliver settled in Wrightstown before the Revolution and purchased a large
tract of land, and followed farming until their death.
Joseph Oliver, son to one of them, still resides on a
portion of the old homestead, at the advanced age of
ninety-one years. He has been thrice married : his
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first wife was Elizabeth King ; his second wife was
Patience Oliver ; his present wife was Sarah Asey.

He has had several children, among which were
Anthony, Mary, Richard, and Joseph K.
Anthony married and settled on a portion of the
old homestead.

Mary married Joseph Gaskell, and went West.
Richard removed to Philadelphia, where he died.
Joseph K. married Hannah Asey, and resides in
Wrightstown.
John Warren settled in New Hanover township
prior to 1776, and took up a large tract of land, and
became a tiller of the soil. He had children, — George,
Thomas, and John.
George married Eliza Rogers, and settled on a por
tion of the old homestead.
Thomas married a Miss Hillman, of Trenton, and
located near Wrightstown.

He had two

sons, Thomas

and Abraham.

Wrightstown; had children,— Jennette, Harriet, Ferman, James, Frank, Charles, Daniel, Eliza, and
Charles (second), who all reside in the township ex
cept Ferman, James, Charles, and Charles (second).
Joseph Haven settled in New Hanover township
about 1800; purchased a large tract of land, cleared
up a small farm, and became one of New Hanover's
He had children, — Cyrus,
most substantial farmers.
William, Joseph, Samuel, Nathan, and others.
Cyrus married a Miss Adams, and located at Bus
tleton, Florence township.
William married Ann Anderson, and lived at
Wrightstown. He followed the occupation of a car
penter.

Joseph married

Mary Parker, and followed

rail

roading.
Samuel and Nathan died at Camden, unmarried.
At an early date Benajah Brown settled in the east
ern part of this township, and later located at Wrights

died at Elizabeth, N. J., at the age of fifty.
Jacob Plact settled in Wrightstown about 1776, and
He had
followed the occupation of a wheelwright.

town and purchased a small plot of ground, on which
he built a dwelling-house and shoe-shop, and followed

children

named John, Mary, Nathaniel, and Ann.
John went to Philadelphia when a young man,
where all traces of him were lost.
Mary married Jesse Lane, and resided in Wrights

Samuel, William, and Linden.
Samuel married a Miss Harker, and succeeded his
He had twelve children.
father in the shoe business.

town until her death.
Ann married Andrew Fort, and located at Pem
His family con
berton, and engaged in farming.

and still resides there.

John

sisted of George, Mary, John, and Jacob.
Jesse Lane, of French extraction, emigrated to
America about 1780, and settled at Wrightstown in
1790, and purchased a small plot of land, on which
and dwelling-house.
he erected a wheelwright-ship
He married Mary Piatt, and had children, — Joseph,
Jacob, Sarah, Lettie, Margaret, Charles, Daniel, and

Harriet.
Joseph went to Ohio when

a young

man, and fol

lowed farming pursuits.
Jacob married Charlotte

Adams, and located at
Bustleton, Florence township, and purchased a tract
of land containing one hundred acres, and engaged
in tilling the soil. He had six children, respectively,
Jessie, John, Annie, Piatt, Charles, and Joseph, of
which only one (Jessie) remains in the township.
Sarah married William Cooke, a school-teacher.
Lettie married twice ; first husband was Stephen

Norman,

second was Anthony Poinsett,

sides in the West.
Margaret married

Isaac Oliver,

Jobstown, and followed farming.

and now re

and located

near

He had three sons

and one daughter.
Charles went to Mobile, Ala., when a young man,
and died there.

Daniel was twice married : his first wife was Eliza
He had
beth Asey ; second wife, Harriet Thompson.
two children, Elizabeth and Watson, who reside in
Bordentown.

Harriet married James Nelson, and they located at

the occupation

of shoemaking.

His children

William went to Philadelphia when

a young

were

man,

Linden fell dead along the roadside when a young
man.

John Wright,

from whom Wrightstown

took

its

name, settled in New Hanover township at an early
date, and purchased a large tract of land lying In and,
about Wrightstown, and commenced the arduous task

of clearing himself up a home. Here he remained
for several years, gradually clearing up his heavytimbered land until he became the possessor of one
of New Hanover's most productive farms. But being
of an unsettled turn of mind, he disposed of his farm
and removed to the West.
He had one son and a
daughter, whom he took to his western home.
Another early settler of New Hanover township
was John Rannin, who settled in Wrightstown at
an early date. He too purchased land and became

tiller of the soil, married, and had children, — Peter,
Benjamin, Phebe, Mariah, and Sarah.
Peter went West when a young man.
Benjamin married Sarah Harker, and lived on the

a

old homestead until his death. He had thirteen chil
dren, of which but four reside in the township.
Phebe, Mariah, and Sarah died unmarried.
Jonathan Parker settled in the southwesterly part

of the township

land,

and

in

followed

1857, purchased

a large tract of
He had children, —
Hannah, and Rhoda, of

farming.

Catherine, John, Sarah,
which four still reside in the township.

The Emley Family.— William Emley,

the progen

itor of the Emley family of this township, was born at
Farworth, in Nottingham, England, a.d. 1648. He
was an educated man, conversant with five languages,
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and by profession a surveyor. He was selected as one
of the three commissioners for the proprietors of West
Kent,"
Jersey, and first came over in the "
Marlow,
master, and arrived with his fellow-commissioners in
New York Harbor 14th of 6th mo., 1677.
He was a
Friend. He returned to England, and the second
time sailed from Hull, in Yorkshire, 10th month (De
"Shield,"
cember), 1678, in the
Jones, commander,
bringing his wife Ruth and oneson, William. (Another
child, Mary, was born to them in mid-ocean.)
And
he also brought

two men-servants and two womenservants.
He located for his own use nearly two
thousand acres at "The Falls" and at Crosswicks,
Burlington County.
His wife soon died, and his
second wife, Mary, not being a Friend, the usual
notice was taken of it. The last survey made by him
was the Old Plantation, now the site of Bordentown,
in April, 1704. He was a splendid penman, and his
maps have the appearance of prints from copper
plates.

Was a member of the second Assembly in
public-spirited, a man of means, and highly
respected both in public and private life.
He was
Falls,"
buried in Friends''ground at "The
24th April,
1704; will proved June 6, 1704.
The children born them in this country were
Thomas, Ruth, John, and Sarah.
Ruth, his wife, dying, he married a second wife,
Mary, about 1690. Their children by this marriage
were John, Sarah, Samuel, and Elizabeth.
Of the one thousand acres of land "at Crosswicks,"
near Jacobstown, he in his will divided it among his
children, Johu, Ruth, Sarah, Elizabeth, and Samuel.
To his son John and daughter Mary he gives his two
great Bibles; to Thomas a book called " Peter Hey;"
Rawley,"
to Ruth another book, " Sir Walter
ling
given.
give
"and all the rest not before
to my son
William all the surveying instruments."
He also
gave to his daughter Mary, the wife of John Heywood, one hundred acres of land next to Mahlon
Stacy, and appoints his wife Mary and son William
his executors. The witnesses to the will were Samuel
Beak, Joshua Wright, and Thomas Lambert, all who
1682 ;

I

resided near him.

William, Jr., son of William and Ruth Emley, in
farm, which he held until
1716.
He was a well-educated man and a noted sur
veyor. Among the many tracts of land surveyed by
him in various parts of the province was the Stockton
tract in 1709-10, which included the present site of
He married, in 1726, a quarter-blood In
Princeton.
dian girl named Abigail Borden, by whom he had
children, — William, Jr., Thomas, and Ruth. At his
death he willed his surveying instruments to his son
Thomas, which have now passed out of the hands of
his descendants, and are now in the possession of
He
the descendants of Samuel, his half-brother.
divided a large tract of land between his three chil
dren, which was located in New Hanover township.
Mary, daughter of William and Ruth Emley, mar
herited the homestead
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ried John Heywood, of Philadelphia, in June, 1703.
The Emley family became a numerous family, aud
many bearing the name of Emley still reside in the
township.

Civil Organization. — The following is a copy of
the letters patent granted by King George II., setting
off the township of New Hanover from the townships
of Springfield and Chesterfield, bearing date Dec. 2,
1723, which are in the words following,

viz. :

f

" King George, hy the Grace f God, of Great Britain, France, and
Ireland, defender of the faith, &c, To all Whom these presents shall
comeor may concern, Greeting: Know ye that whereasdivers petitions
haveheen presented to our trusty and well-belovedWilliam Burnett,
Esq'r. Captain-Generaland Governor-in-Chief of the Provinces of New
Jersey, New York, and Territories thereon depending,in America, and
Vice-Admiral of the same,&c. By the out-Inhabitants of the Country of
Burlington, settledin the place heretoforecommonlyknown by the name
of the new township,settingforth their grievancesand hardships they lay
under by being the township of Chesterfieldand Springfield, which peti
tions werereferedto the Gentlemenof the Council of New Jersey tohear all
parties concerning the same,and report their Opinion, who this day
Reported,in Council, that they had heard all parties to the said petition
and after due considerationof the proofs and arguments thereon was of
opinion that the saidout-Inhabitants should be relievedof the hardships
aforesaidby granting them our LettersPatentfor being a township sepa
rate from the township of Chesterfieldand Springfield, And now being
willing that the grievances of our subjects be redressedand that they
may have such communitiesand Inhabitants as havebeenmost gracious
and may tend most to the convenience,comfort, and easeof the whole,
Have Therefore,of our specialGracecertain Knowledge and information
Granted andby these presentsdo for us our heirs and snceBsors,granted
to the said out-Inhabitants and their sucessors, Inhabitants of the
County of Burlington, in the Western division of New Jersey, within
the limits and bounds following To Wit: — Beginning on the west sideof
ThomasMiller's plantationjoining to CrosswicksCreek and running from
thencesouthwesterlyto Thomas Kinsey's plantation ; and from thence
along the Indian line formerly run betweenthe Christians and Indians
to the boundsof Northampton township, and so bounded by the same
to RancocasCreek ; and from thence Easterly, up the most northerly
branch of Rancocas Creek, to the Division line formerly run betwixt
East and West Jersey by George Keith ; and from thence Northward
along the Division line to the East side of Thomas Miller's plantation r
and from thence bounded by Crosswicks Creek to the place aforemen
tioned; that they, the said Inhabitants and their sucessorswithin the
boundsaforesaid,Bhall be and remain a perpetual township or commu
nity in fact and in Law (separatefrom the township of Chesterfieldand
Springfield) to he called and known by the name of the township of
New Hanover; and we do further grant unto the said Inhabitants of
the township aforesaidand to their sucessorsfull power and authority
to annually Electa Constable,overseerof the Highway, andFreeholders
for the township aforesaid,and we do further grant them all the like
privilege, right, liberties, and communities which any other township
in our said province do or may of right or by any law of this province
enjoy. To Have and to Hold the privileges, powers,authorities and
immunities aforesaid to the men Inhabitants within the boundBafore
said and their sucessorsforever.
"In Testimony whereof, we have caused these, our Letters, to be
madePatent, and the great seal of our province of New Jersey to be
hereuntoaffixed. Witness our trusty and well-belovedWilliam Burnet,
Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief of our provinces of New
Esq1".,
Jersey, New York, and Territories thereon depending,in America, and
Vice-Admiral of the same,&c, this secondday of December,in the tenth
year of our Reign Anno Domini 1723."

From the above it will be seen that this was one of
the original townships of Burlington County.
Like
the nine other original townships, it was incorporated
in

1798.

territory

Pemberton

in

was set off partially from

its

1846.

Civil List. — From such records as are to be found
in the office of the township clerk the following civil
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It will be seen that it does
not date back to the organization of the township,

list has been prepared.

one or more of the early minute-books being missing,
and never having been in possession of the clerk :
chosen freeholders.
1798-1804.John Lacey.
1798-1802.Thomas Earl.
1802.Abraham Tilton.
1803.Anthony Bullock.
1804-5.John Brown.
1805-9.John Earl.
1806-12.Thomas Lawrie.
1810-12.Abraham Brown.
1813.Peter Nevins.
Alexander Shreves.
1814-15.Samuel Jones.
1814-17.John Warren.
1816-21.M. L. Earl.
1818-20,1822-24.William Lawrie.
1821.John Branson.
1822-25.Thomas R. Howell,
1825-29,1837.John Emley.
1826.Anthony Earl.
1827-28,1830,1832-47.Joseph K.
Hulme.
TOWNSHIP
1798-99.Samuel Wright.
1800,1809.Joshua Shreve.
1800.Charles Shreve.
1802.Alexander Shreve.
1803-8,1810-17.John Wright.
1818-25,1827.William Wright.
1826.Peter Nevins.
1828.Charles Bodine.
1829-39.John Harker.
1840-46.Thomas Cook.

1829-31.Jacob Ridgway.
1831-32,1834-36. Thomas Harri
son.
1833.Benajah Antrim.
1838.Joshua Wilkins.
1839-42.Richard Wilkins.
l?43-45. Henry R. Smith.
1846-50.Joseph Emley.
1848-50.Samuel Stockton.
1851.Thomas N. Emley.
1851-52.Lewis Davis.
1852,1857-62.Daniel L. Piatt.
1853-56.Charles Emley.
1856.John Harris.
1863-70.James M. Beard.
1871-73.George P. Conover.
1874-76.Charles Remine.
1877-79.StacyB. Taylor.
1880.George W. CroBS.
1881-82.William K. Morris.
CLERKS.
1847-49,1851-56.Joseph M. Reeves.
1850.Samuel H. Emley.
1857-67.Joseph Emley.
1868-69.Benjamin E. Poinsett.
1870-72.Charles H. Deviney.
1873-75.Franklin B. Haines.
1876-78.Howard M. Sexton.
1879-81.Edward B. LettB.
1882.John M. Bowker.

ASSESSORS.
1798,1800-2,1832.Joseph Emley. 1843-46.James Beck.
1799.William Kempton.
1847-49.Daniel Lane.
1803,1804.William Lawrie.
1850-52.Apollo W. Borden.
1805.Samuel Wright.
1853,1854.Thomas Warren.
1806-8,1810-16.John Wright.
1855-57.C. W. Hartshorne.
1809.William L. Earl.
1858-60.Ellis Harris.
1817-21,1823,1824,1826-29.John
1861,1862.George H. Harker.
Warren .
1863-65.Benjamin S. Burtis.
1820.Peter Nevins.
1866-68.Daniel S. Jobs.
1825.John Roberts.
1869-71.Benjamin A. Emley.
1827,1830,1831,1833-36,1838-42. 1872-74.John B. Oliver.
Robert Rogers.
1875-78.Joseph Abbott.
1837.Samuel J. Bennett.
1879-82.GeorgeC. DaviB.
COLLECTORS.
1798-1813.Alexander Shreve.
1850-52.Daniel L. Piatt.
1814,1815.John Branson.
1853-55.Charles Remine.
1816,1817.Joshua Shreve,Jr.
1866.William Quicksill.
1818-27.William I. Newbold.
1857-59.James Woodward.
Wright.
1828-31.John
1860-62.Charles Crispin.
1832.A. R. Borden.
1863.Thomas Piatt.
1833.Tanton E. Shreve.
1864,1865.GeorgeP. Conover.
1834-36.Samuel J. Bennett.
1866-68.George H. Harker.
1837,1838.Samuel C. Davis.
1869-71.Lorenzo D. Woodward.
1839,1840.Thomas Toy.
1872-74.E. R. Kirby.
1841-43.Daniel Lane.
1875-79.John M. Bowker.
1844-46.Samuel Brown.
1880.James Woodward.
1847-49.Henry Emley.
1881,1882.Howard M. Sexton.
JUSTICES
1845.Joseph L. Morton.
1845.William Malsbury.
1845,1850.Samuel Brown.
1845.0. H. P. Emley.
1850.Thomas H. Kirby.
1850,1865.Joseph M. ReeveB.
1850.Elisha Roberts.

OF THE PEACE.
1851.John BranBon.
1855.Daniel Lane.
1855.Jonathan Rogers.
1855.Job Prickett.
1855.Julius Stewart.
1858.John W. Webb.
1858,1860,1865.J.H. Bishop.

1859.William Gaskill.
1861.Horrice W. Sexton.
1863.Daniel C. Atkinson.
1864.Isaac Letchworth.

1871,1876. Franklin B. Hains.
1874,1879.Robert E. Woodward.
1874,1879. George H. Harker.

JUDGES

OF ELECTION.

1798.Joshua Shreve.
1799,1800.Samuel Hutch.
1800,1802,1809.John Wright.
1803,1804,1810-18.John Earl.
1805,1806.Thomas Throp.
1807.John Warren.
1807,1819.William L. Earl.
1820-23,1826,1827.John Roberts.
1824.Abner Emley.
1825.Joseph Sleeper.
1828,1829.Jonathan Davis.
1830.Amos Wright.
1831-33.James Ellis.
1834,1835.John Emley.
1836.Benjamin C. Gibbs.

1837.Samuel Lamb.
1838,1839.Thomas H. Coats.
1840.Samuel Brown.
1841-44,1846.JoBeph W. Emley.
1844,1845.Nathan Bartlett.
1847-49.John Harris.
1850-58.Thomas H. Kirby.
1859,1860,1862-67,1869-71,1873.
Stephen W. Davis.
1861.Joseph W. Clair.
1868.James C. Sexton.
1874.William H. Cliver.
1875-77.William H. Letts.
1879. George Norcross.
1882.Joseph Abbott.

CONSTABLES.
1798.Joseph Lewis.
1799.Samuel Howell.
1798.Jonathan Davis.
1800.William Horner.
1800.John Lacey.

,

1801-5,1809-11,1813,1815.Elijah
L. Gaskill.
1801,1802.Daniel Emley.
1802,1804-9.John Branson.
1806-18.Josiah Dungan.
1810.James Blake.
1811-13.Apollo Ferner.
1812.Thomas Lowrie.
1814.John Tiler.
1814-29.David Emley.
1816.James Watson.
1816.Obadiah Eldridge.
1818-22,1824.William Earl.
1826, 1828-30,1832.Charles Bry
ant.
1827.John Collins.
1830-36.Samuel Brown.
1833-35.Joseph J. Reeves.
1836.George W. Parrish.
1837.Peter Borden.
1837.Samuel C. Cowley.
TOWNSHIP
1798,1800,1802.John Lacy.
1798-1802.Thomas Earl.
1798-1801.William Coats.
1798-1806.Joshua Shreve.
1798,1801-6,1808.Isaac Bullock.
1799.Samuel Lacey.
1801-2,1807-12.Abraham Telton.
1801-2, 1804-6, 1810-11. Samuel
Jones.
1803.William S. Smith.
1803-6. William Kempton.
1804-10.Jonathan Stewart.
1807,1809-11.Anthony Bullock.
1807,1814.John Pancoast.
1807-8.Isaac Carlisle.
1809, 1811-13, 1816-23, 1826-28.
Jonathan Davis.
1809.Thomas R. Lacey.
1810-12.William Horner.
1812-13.John Warren.
1813.John Branson.
1813.William Roberts.
1813.Samuel Jones.
1814-24, 1826-30, 1832-33. John
Emley.
1814-15.Peter Nevins.

1838. Lydon Brown.
1838,1839.Gideon Farrow.
1839.Doughty Reed.
1840.Abraham Curtis.
1840.Anthony Stoddard.
1841-45.Charles Bodine.
1841.William Fowler.
1842.L. D. Reed.
1843,1844.ThomaBD. Budd.
1845.Joseph A. Southwick.
1846.Samuel Bennett.
1847.William S. Rue.
1849,1850.William Brown.
1851.Johu Barber.
1852.James S. Rice.
1853-55.John R. Harris.
1856.Job Prickett.
1857.Charles Davis.
1858.Thomas Page.
1859.T. Wright.
1860-63.Correll C. IvinB.
1864-70.William Horner.
1871, 1873, 1877-81. Thomas H,
Harker.
1874-76.Stephen W. Davis.

COMMITTEE.
1814-19.Charles F. Lott.
1815-20.William Keeler.
1815,1818-23.John Bodine.
1820.Thomas Sevain.
1820-2.3.Charles Corey.
1821-24,1826-31.Joseph Sleeper.
1824.James Ellis.
1825.M. T. Powell.
1825. Samuel Brown.
1827-29,1831-35.Joshua Bullock.
1827-35.Charles Earl.
1836-37,1840.Andrew Fort.
1836,1838.Amos Wright.
1837,1819-42.Richard Jones.
1838-40.Richard Wilkins.
1841-42.Job H GaBkill.
1842.Samuel J. Bennett.
1843-44.Thomas Toy.
1843.Michael Rogers.
1843.Samuel Brown.
1844-47,1849.Thomas W. Emley.
1844-47.Alexander Shreve.
1846-46,1848-49, 1865. O. H. P.
Emley.
1847.John Wainwright.
1848,1850.JohnHodson.
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1848.Alexander T. Curtis.
1849.Isaac Harrison.
1850.Thomas Warren.
1850.William C. Stockton.
1851-54.Charles Emley.
1851-57,1860-64.Daniel Lane.
1852-62.Isaac Harrison.
1858,1859.John Harris.
1855-57.Daniel L. Piatt.
1858.John Prickett.
1859.James Beck.
1860-62.David C. Prickett.
1863-72, 1874-77, 1879. William
Prickett.
OVERSEERS

1863-64.Franklin Harris.
1865. George H. Harker.
1866-68. GeorgeP. Conover.
1867-72.Samuel Stockton.
1869-72,1874-75.Samuel Bryan.
1875-77,1880.Thomas Piatt.
1876.Stacy B. Taylor.
1877-79.Anthony Oliver.
1879.John W. Nutt.
1880-82.Charles T. Pearce.
1880.Charles Stewart.
1880.Collius Hartshorne.
1881-82.Lorenzo D. Woodward.
1882.Samuel L. Cross.
OF THE POOR.

1798-1802.Alexander Shreve.
1798.Samuel Wright.
1799.John Wright.

1826-27,1829-32.David Emley.
1828.Jacob Gaskill.
1831-36.William King.

1800. William Coats.
1801.William Kempton.
1801-2. Joseph Emley.
1803.Thomas Thorp.
1803.Thomas Wright.
1804-5,1808-9.John Foreman.
1804-5.Jonathan Budd.
1806.Samuel Hartshorne.
1806.Josiah Dungan.
1807.William Keeler.
1807.Joseph Pitman.
1807.William Rogers.

1832-36.Samuel Brown.
1837-40.Joseph Harris, Sr.
1837. Apollo Fumur.
1838.George W. Poinsett.
1339^5. Joseph Chambers.
1841.Charles Jobes.
1842^5. Joseph Emley.
1841.John Darby.
1846. Benjamin Remin.
1847.Thomas Nelson.
1847-49,1856.Ezekiel J. Sexton.
1848-65,1867,1859.James Nelson.
1850-55.John Barber.
1856-57.William Letts.
1858.Thomas Page.

1808-16.Josiah Budd.
1810-12.John Pancook.
1813-19.Amos Bullock.
1818-19.Joseph Gooldey.
1820-30.John Bodine.
1820-24.Samuel Burtrice.
1822-24.John Branson.
1823,1828.William Turner.

1860.Jacob A. Carr.
1863-68.William Horner.
1870-79.Thomas Harker.
1880-81.William Warwick.
1882. George Norcross.

Villages and Hamlets. — Jacobstown

is a small

pleasantly located in the north part of the
township, which has grown up under the influence of
a limited trade in the section roundabout.
Its pop
ulation is about two hundred, and it contains two
stores, two churches, a wheelwright's shop, a boot and
village,

shoe shop, two blacksmith's shops, and a post-office.
George Piatt had a wheelwright's shop in Jacobstown many years ago, and the business thus estab
lished is continued by Piatt & Warren, who do gen
eral blacksmithing and wagon-making and repairing.

A second blacksmith's
John

shop is that of William Poinsett.
Borden built and opened a store in 1852.
His

have been Lawn & Davison, Perkins Broth
Josiah Borden, George W. Lundy, Daniel Piatt,
and Piatt & Warren, who have been doing a good
business since the firm was formed in 1876.
The
store opposite, in the central part of the village, was
built many years ago, and has had numerous occu
pants. The present one is Charles C. Southard.
The
post-office is kept in the store of Piatt & Warren.
The senior member of the firm, Daniel Piatt, is post
successors

ers,

master.

Wrightstown. —This is a small but flourishing
village on the line of the Pemberton and Hightstown
Railroad, near the western border of the township.
It was named in honor of John Wright, who gave
village and advocated the
one of the streets of the
there.
town
Previously it was
the
of
laying out
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Hill,"

from the circumstance, it is
"Penny
said, of a woman having found a penny on the
mound in the place.
called

A

blacksmith's

shop

was

established

by

John

Davis prior to the- beginning of the Revolution.
He had many successors, and his old shop was finally
torn down.
Another was erected by Alexander Newbold, in 1868, which is occupied by T. T. Taylor.
Clayton Matthews built a blacksmith's shop in 1801,
in which he was succeeded by Daniel Lane, Edward
White, Robert Nelson, James Campton, Biddle Har
After it was vacated by the
ris, and John Groom.
latter, the shop was unoccupied until about five years
ago, since when it has been in possession of William
Cramer.

Abner Piatt had opened a wheelwright's
early as 1776.

Subsequent occupants were

shop as

John Piatt,

of Abner, Joseph Stockton, Jacob Hendrickson,
Jesse Lane, Daniel Lane, son of the latter, James Nel
son, Charles Shinn, John Rogers, and John Groom,
until the building was finally abandoned and torn
son

down.
In 1872, James Nelson opened a shop opposite
the site of the one just mentioned, but discontinued
business in about three years. Samuel Kirby built a

shop in 1876, in which he was succeeded by William
Asay, the present occupant.
A shop built in 1882 by
B. Newbold is occupied by another William Asay.

The first mails that arrived at Wrightstown were car
ried by Thomas Bryan, who traveled on foot between
Cookstown and Bordentown, ma Wrightstown. Later
he ran a stage between Burlington and Wrightstown.
Among the early postmasters at Wrightstown was
Samuel Brown.
John Deacon (about 1854), George
H. Harker, and Samuel Clark have filled the position.
The present incumbent is Franklin Bishop.
The ear

lier mails arrived only once a week.
A store was kept here by Alexander Shreve
as 1800. r

In

a few years he was succeeded by

as early

Joseph

Holmes, who continued the business many years. J.
Butterworth and Baily West successively kept it later
till the building was vacated and torn down. The
store built by Joseph Newbold, about 1830, and now
occupied by George H. Harker, has been, in the
in

terim, in possession of Alexander Shreve, Charles
Corey, and M. Butterworth.
About 1845, John Dea
con erected a store, which he kept about four years.
Subsequent occupants were John Rogers and George

H. Harker, and finally the stand was abandoned. A
store was opened by Ellis Harris in a new building
put up by Samuel Davis and now occupied by
Samuel
Oliver.

At an early date a man named Ware owned and
kept the village tavern.
At his death he was suc
ceeded by his widow, Ellen Ware, who had the old
house renovated and enlarged.
Later occupants
have been Samuel Davis, Samuel Asay, Joseph Devinie, John Scott, Benjamin Remine, Charles

mine, Anthony Parker, and Thomas
took possession about a year ago.

Re

G. Smith, who
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business was established
in
The undertaking
Wrightstown many years ago by Joseph Newbold,
who was succeeded by Benjamin Remine, who con
tinued it a long time until he gave place to James
Nelson, the present undertaker, jn 1860.

A

tobacco-store was opened in 1882 by Charles H.
of Taylor Southard was

Devinie.
The barber-shop
opened in 1881.

Wrightstown contains (1882) a hotel, a post-office,
a church, a school-house, two stores, an undertaking
two black
establishment, two wheelwright-shops,
smith's shops, a tobacco-store, and a barber's shop.
Cookstown is a flourishing little village in the
eastern part of the township, on the line of the Pem
two
berton and Hightstown Railroad, containing
a
hotels, a church, a blacksmith-shop,
post-office, a hay-press, a grist-mill, and a fertilizer
and agricultural implement depot, with a population
of about one hundred and fifty.

stores, two

It

to determine in the absence of au
facts regarding the early settlement of this
who were the earliest arrivals within its
It is probable that the advent of the Cooks,

is difficult

thentic
village

limits.

Leeds, and Mills families was identical, all three
having come prior to the Revolution.
Among the early merchants of Cookstown have
been John Middleton, Benjamin
Rogers, Henry

Emley, and others.
Henry Emley erected

a store-house and carried on
the mercantile business for a number of years, and
was succeeded by John M. Bowker, the present occu
pant.

Thomas

Bishop

carries on the mercantile business

in the central part of the village.

The blacksmith
business has been carried on here since the settlement
The present shop was erected by
of the town.
Henry Emley, who rented it out. It has had many
occupants.
The present postmaster is John M. Bowker, who has

attorney, and since 1876 notary public, deals in all
kinds of fertilizers and farming implements, and has
charge of the local railway interests. John M. Bow
ler, postmaster, was appointed in 1881.
Pointsville. — This hamlet, at an early day known
as Scrabbletown, is located in the southwestern part
of the township, and received its name from the fact
that it is built on the points of land at the junction
of six roads. Here John Borden kept a store at an
early date. Albert Allen bought an old school-house
and converted it into a store, whicii since his time
has had several successive occupants, and is now in
possession of Charles Schamare.
A store building
erected in 1872, and for two years occupied by Levi
Parker, has had several occupants previous to passing
into the hands of Thomas Vaughn, the present mer
chant there.
The store of D. Woodward was built
At an early date David Moore
and opened in 1881.
kept the hotel now owned and occupied by D. Wood
ward.

This place contains three stores,

a post-office, a hotel,
a school-house, and about thirty dwellings.
Ellisdale is a small hamlet situated on the bound
ary line between Monmouth and Burlington County
in New Hanover township. It contains one Meth
a church,

odist Episcopal Church, which was erected in 1852,
two stores and a post-office, a blacksmith- and two
wheelwright-shops, and about thirty dwellings.
The
principal part of this hamlet is located in Monmouth
County, on what is known as Cream Ridge, one of
the most fertile portions of the State.
Arneytown is another small hamlet in the western
part of this township, and contains merely a collec
tion of houses in the centre of a prosperous farming
district.

Harrisville is also another small hamlet, and
is surrounded by a broad scope of farming country.

Cookstown

Industries. — Like most others this township has
quite a variety of industries; the foundation of all,
however, is that of agriculture, which is carried on
with marked success along the lines of the Pemberton
and Hightstown Railroad, as well as in the northern
part of the township are some of the most productive

keepers or both of this house are here named :
George Hopkins, Charles Oliver, George W. Poinsett,
M. R. Lamb, Aaron Eldridge, Samuel Poinsett,
Thomas Baird, Hiram Taylor, and Joseph Sykes, the
present occupant.
The Railroad House was built by
opened and for a short time oc
and
Charles Oliver,

farms in the northern part of the county.
There have been at different periods several branches
of industry entered into by various parties, among
which are her pioneer grist- and saw-mills.
The
earliest grist- and saw-mill that was built within
the present limits of New Hanover township, is the
Cook's mills, which are located in the village of
Cookstown, on North or Tunis Run. This mill with

held the office since September, 1881.
There was an old hotel kept opposite the old part
of Cookstown prior to 1825 for many years. The
House was built in 1825, by George C.
Davis, who managed it for a few years, and was suc
Subsequent owners or
ceeded
by George Ivins.

He was succeeded by Aaron El
him.
This house was kept by Joseph S. Poinsett
in 1875. In the fall of that year it passed into the
possession of Thomas B. Bird, and so continued until
1878. Lewis Grant assumed control in 1879, and still
In January,
does the honors of the establishment.
a
in which
erected
building
Sexton
F.
H.
John
1876
hay- and straw-press. Charles T. Pearce,
he set up a
cupied

dridge.

by

a saw-mill was erected in 1732 by Richard
Kirby,
who carried on the business until his death, which
occurred about 1740.
In 1743 the mill property was
sold by William and Mary Kirby, executor and ex
ecutrix, to Jacob Andrews, who carried on the mill

until Nov. 17, 1748, at which time he sold out to
Israel Ivins, Jr. ; he was succeeded by John Middleton, April 17, 1770 ; he carried on the business for
six
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years, and on Oct. 4, 1776, he disposed of the mills to
William Cook, who sold to John Lane and Benjamin
Rogers, April 1, 1806. The firm of Lane & Rogers con
tinued until April 1, 1808, at which time John Lane
withdrew from the firm, and the business was carried on
by Benjamin Rogers until April 1, 1810, when he sold
to Peter Nevins, who carried on the business until
March 20, 1816, at which time he sold the property to
Benjamin Rogers, its former owner.
He ran it until

He carried
3, 1825, and sold to Charles Ivins.
on the business until 1833, during which time (in
grist-mill
1827) the saw-mill which stood near the

March

In September,
was washed away during a freshet.
1833, he sold the grist-mill to Joseph Hartshorne ; he
sold it to Thomas Engles, March 25, 1840, and on the
10th of October, 1842, the property was sold by the
sheriff, Isaac Hilliard, to John B. Keeler, who sold it
to William Keeler ; he ran it for a short time and
conveyed it back to John B. Keeler, who carried on

the business until April 1, 1863, when the property
He carried on
was purchased by James Woodward.
the business until March 25, 1868, and sold to Lorenzo
D. Woodward, the present owner and operator. Since
the erection of this mill it has been renovated, and
now contains three run of stone.
The Samuel Stockton grist-mill, which is situated
east of Cookstown, on the North or Tunis Run, is one

of a more recent date, and is still run by Mr. Stockton.
Schools. — New Hanover ranks first among her
She
sister townships in point of educational facilities.
has six school districts, viz. : Harrison, Jacobstown,
Cookstown, Cranberry, Wrightstown, and Pointsville.
School District No. 49. — Amount of apportionment
from State appropriations, $295.35 ; amount of appor
tionment from surplus revenue, $30.70 ; total amount
received from all sources for public school purposes,
$300; whole number of children between five and
eighteen years of age residing in the district, 55;
average number of months the schools have been
kept open, 11 ; number of children between five and
eighteen years of age enrolled in the school register,
38 ; average number who have attended school during
the time it has been kept open, 19; number of female
teachers employed, 1 ; average salary per month paid

to female teachers, $25.

from
District No. 50.— Amount of apportionment
apportion
State appropriations, $394.49 ; amount of
ment from surplus revenue, $35.13 ; total amount re
ceived from all sources for public school purposes,
present value of school property, $200; whole
eighteen years
number of children between five and
average number
107
district,
;
the
in
age
residing
of
kept open, 10.5 ;
of months the schools have been
eighteen enrolled
and
five
between
number of children
register during the year, 93; average
school
in the
number who have attended school during the time it
number of male teachers
has been kept open, 42;
per month paid to male
average
salary
employed, 1 ;
$514.62;

teachers, $60.

District
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No. 51. — Amount of apportionment

from

$425.56 ; amount of apportion
State appropriation,
ment from surplus revenue, $37.89 ; total amount re
ceived from all sources for public school purposes,
$463.45 ; present value of the school property, $500 ;
whole number of children between five and eighteen
years of age residing in the district, 137; average
number of months the schools have been kept open,

12; whole number of children between five and eigh
teen years of age enrolled in the school register during
the year, 136; average number who have attended
school during the time it has been kept open, 53 ;
male teachers employed, 1 ; average salary per month
paid male teachers, $41.66.

District No. 51J. — Amount of apportionment from
State appropriations, $344.80 ; amount of apportion
ment from surplus revenue, $30.70 ; total amount re

ceived from all sources for public school purposes,
$475.50 ; whole number of children between five and
eighteen years of age residing in the school district,
111 ; average number of months the school has been
kept open, 9 ; number of children between five and
eighteen years of age enrolled in the school register
during the year, 73 ; average number who have at
tended school during the time it has been kept open,
45 ; female teachers

employed,

1;

salary

paid

per

month, $30.
District No. 52. — Amount of apportionment from
State appropriations, $413.13 ; amount of apportion
ment from surplus revenue, $36.79 ; total amount

received from all sources for public school purposes,
of the school property, $1400 ;
whole number of children between five and eighteen

$449.02 ; present value

years of age residing in the school district, 122 ; aver
age number of months the school has been kept open,
10 ; number of children between five and eighteen
years of age enrolled in the school register during
the year, 90 ; average number who have attended
school during the time it has been kept open, 47 ;
male teachers employed, 1; average salary per month
paid to male teachers, $43.28.
District No. 53. —Amount of apportionment from
State appropriations, $419.35 ; amount of apportion
ment from surplus revenue, $37.34 ; total amount
received from all sources for public school purposes,
$456.69 ; present value of the school property, $200 ;
whole number of children between five and eighteen
years of age residing in the district, 132; number
of children between five and eighteen years of age
enrolled in the school register, 106 ; average number
of months the school has been kept open, 10 ; average
number who have attended school during the time it
has been kept open, 38 ; male teachers employed, 1;
average salary per month paid to male teachers, $50.

Methodist Episcopal Church of Wrightstown.
—The Methodist Episcopal Church of Wrightstown
was originally organized about 1756. A little wooden
church, twenty-six feet by twenty, was built on the
north side of the street, which was removed to the
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opposite side, and was there in use for sixty years.
This in time was seen to be too small to accommodate
the augmented congregation, when the present brick

ber of years. A frame church, forty feet by thirty,
was built in 1849, at a cost of fifteen hundred dollars,
and is still in use.

house of worship was erected at a cost of three thous
and five hundred dollars.
Among the pastors who have served this congrega
tion since the opening of the second quarter of the

This church is on the Cookstown charge, and has
been ministered to by the following preachers before
the beginning of the term of service of the present

may be mentioned Revs. Samuel
Fiddler (in 1826), Thomas Steward, Joseph Sleeper,

John S. Nelson : Revs. Thomas Page, P.
Speer, James Vansant, Noah Edwards, James Long,
Joseph Sleeper,
Thompson.

P. Speer, W. W. Christine, William Tunison,
Primrose, Furman Robbins, J. W. Seraud, Hamilton
Norris, John B. Graw, James Clark,
Thompson,

The trustees of this church are (1882) William
Letts, Budd Warren, Levi Parker, F. Whittemore, L.
The
Letts, Joseph Abbott, and Thomas Mclntyre.

present

century

and the present pastor,

The membership in

John

S. Nelson.

1882 was forty.

The stewards
and trustees were George Kirby, William Johnson,

pastor, Rev.

stewards are Levi Parker, Joseph Abbott,

F. Whitte

more, Samuel Cross, Thomas Mclntyre, Lewis Letts,
and Budd Warren.

and George C. Davis.

Baptist Church of Jacobstown. —A lot measuring
one-half an acre was purchased at Jacobstown by
Baptists, and a church built thereon in 1767, and for

gave land to the society upon which to erect a house
of worship, and soon thereafter a suitable building
was completed and dedicated.

mainly from the Upper Freehold Church,
Rev. David Jones, D.D., often leading in the services.
In 1785 the following persons resident in the vicin
ity of Jacobstown, and all members of the Baptist
Church in Upper Freehold, asked to be constituted a
church at Jacobstown : Asher Cox, Caleb Carman,
William Snowden, Samuel Sexton, James Cox, Dan
iel E. Sexton, Richard Sexton, Joseph Emley, James
Tilton Sexton, Rebecca Sexton, Sarah Sexton, Phebe
Emley, Mehetable Ewing, Mary Jackaway, Frances
Stephens, Beersheba Jobs, C. Reed, Eliza Potts, Mary
Potts, Phebe Wardell.
The church was duly organized Oct. 19, 1785. The
following were chosen deacons : Peter Sexton, Asher
Cox, and Joseph Emley ; Clerk, James Cox.
The old church was removed and sold at public
sale in 1853. It was a frame building, thirty-two feet
by thirty, with galleries extending around three sides.
For thirty-four years of its extended occupancy it
was unplastered and stoveless, the only heating appa
ratus in use having been a brazier in the centre of the
room filled with glowing charcoal.
For a few months after the organization of the
church preaching was given by Rev. Peter Wilson,
of Hightstown. Near the close of the year 1785,
Rev. Burgess Allison was installed as first pastor,
and remained in charge until 1813.
Rev. Richard
Proudfoot, the second pastor, came in 1814, remain
ing until 1817. From 1817 to 1837 the church was
supplied by the pastors from Upper
Freehold, Rev.
James M. Challis serving from 1823 to 1833, and
Rev. William D. Hires from 1834 to 1836.
Rev.
Charles I. Hopkins, the third pastor, served from

Methodist Episcopal Church of Jacobstown.—
As early as 1821 Methodist meetings were held in the
In 1846, George Piatt
school-house in Jacobstown.

The following pastors have served this church :
Revs. Joseph Sleeper, Samuel Jaquette, William R.
Rogers, Furman Robbins, Charles F. Downs,
Decker, J. W. Seraud, John S. Beatty,
Benjamin Palmer, Benjamin Parvin,

Camp,

Primrose,

William
George

William

Franklin, T. S. Wilson,
C. Stokes, W. T. Abbott, Isaac
H. Stanger, John B. Graw,
Scott,

Osborn,

K. Morris, M.

Hugg, G.
Hamilton Norris, James Vansant, Thomas H. Stock
ton, H. G. Williams, J. Garrison, and James W.
Clark, the present pastor.
The church has a membership of ninety, and is on
the Cookstown charge. The house of worship is a
wooden building, thirty feet by forty, valued, with
the lot, at one thousand dollars.
The trustees (1882) are George W. Borden,
N. Shinn, and George D. Huggins.

Methodist

Episcopal

John

Church of Cookstown.—

held meetings in Cookstown at a com
date, and a small frame church was
early
paratively
built on the main street, which did service until the
erection of the present brick house of worship, in
Methodists

1869, at a cost of four thousand eight hundred dollars,
and which was dedicated by Rev. George L. Dob

bins.
Cookstown is the principal preaching place on the
Cookstown charge. The present pastor is Rev. James

W. Clark.
The membership of this church is (1882) forty-one,
and it is officered as follows : Trustees, Ezekiel J. Sex
ton, S. W. Davis, Lorenzo B. Woodward, John M. Bow
ker, John Warwick, George Norcross, Robert Couch ;
Stewards, John M. Bowker, Lorenzo B. Woodward,
S. W. Davis, Ezekiel J. Sexton.
Methodist Episcopal Church of Pointsville.—
At Pointsville the Methodists held meetings in the
school-house with more or less regularity for a num

eighteen years Jacobstown
supplied

was a preaching

station,

1837 to 1839.
His successors have been as follows :
Revs. William Smith, 1840-44; Joshua E.
Rue, 1845
-47 ; C. Brinckerhoff,
1847-51 ; John M. Carpenter,
1851-64; Charles Kain, 1864-71 ; Arthur G. Thomas,
1871-77 ; and the present pastor, Rev. A. J. Hay, who
was installed in 1878.
The present brick house of worship was

built in
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in December of that year by Rev.
Dr. Dowling. It is a substantial building, fifty-two
feet by thirty-eight, with spire and bell, and will seat

1853, and dedicated

four hundred people comfortably.
The church now (1882) numbers two hundred and
fifty-two members, and is officered as follows : Dea
cons, W. T. Sexton, Daniel Poinsett, J. B. Tilton, D.

A. Warren, Richard Sexton ; Trustees, Charles Wal
lace, W. T. Sexton, Joseph Hartshorne, Daniel Poin
sett, J. B. Tilton.

In

1865 the church

purchased a parsonage at a cost

of three thousand dollars, a home-like frame building
in the centre of the village.
Burial-Places. —There are six plats of ground in
this township occupied as public burial-places, —three
in the northern part of the township, one
at Cookstown on the west side of the township, one
at Wrightstown on the east side, and one at Points
ville on the southeast side of the township.
The
oldest burying-ground in the township is the Baptist
which is located adjacent
cemetery of Jacobstown,
at Jacobstown

to the church.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
OLIVER HAZARD PERRY EMLEY.
original
The
ancestor of the family represented by
the subject of this sketch in America was William
Emley, who was born at Torworth, Blithe Parish,
Nottinghamshire,
England, in 1648. He was one of
the Yorkshire commissioners sent out by the proprie
tors to purchase the lands from the Indians running
from the Assunpink Creek down to the Rancocas, and

arrived in the ship "Kent" in 1677.
He returned
to England, but in 1678 again sought the shores of
America, accompanied by his wife, Ruth, William,

Jr., a lad of three years of age, Mary, an infant, and
two men- and two women-servants.
He made a set
Falls,"
tlement at " The
near the present city of
taking up a tract of land south of Assunpink
Creek, containing two hundred and forty-four acres,
including the present site of the New Jersey State

Trenton,

prison.

There he erected his house and closed his
He
was well educated, and master of five dif
languages.'
ferent
He was one of the leaders of his
time, a member of the West Jersey Assembly in 1682,
and for a number of years judge of the only court in
West Jersey. He was also a surveyor of the prov
ince, and in conjunction with a man named Reed was
appointed to decide where the dividing line should be
run between the provinces.
He was one of the gran
tees mentioned in the deed given by John Lambert
in 1685 to the Society of Friends for a burial-ground
at "The Falls."
On Oct. 19, 1689, in connection
with Joshua Wright, Jr., he purchased two tracts of
days.

In this ancient city of the dead lie the remains of
There are the
many of the pioneers of the township.
grand- and great-grandfathers of the present genera
tion of people inhabiting this part of the township.
Among the inscriptions still legible are the follow

ing:

" Lizzie Estell, The first interment in this Yard, 1765."

This is the oldest -date, and is cut on a thin slate
stone of a shelly nature, from which time or the rude
hands of man have removed several small chips.
"In memory of Dr. Aaron Swain, who departedthis life the 11 day
of September,1791,aged 38 years.
" Princes the clay must be your bed.
In spite of all your towers;
The tall, the wise, the reverendhead,
Must lie as low as ours."

" In memory of Elizabeth, wife of William Emley, who departedthis
life October8, 1806.
" In memory of Joseph Emley, Senior, who departed this life October
15,1806.
" In memory of Peter Sexton, who departedthis life January 31,1813,
age."
In the 87 year of his

The next oldest burial-place is the Methodist bury
ing-ground at Wrightstown. It contains the remains
of many of the old pioneers of that locality. The

land containing one thousand acres and nine hundred
and seventy-four acres respectively.
In 1703 the land
was divided, the one-thousand-acre tract coming to

Emley.

It

was situated between Arneytown and Ja
west
of Keith's line, and subsequent sur
cobstown,
veys proved it to contain sixteen hundred acres.
William Emley married for a second wife, Mary
,
born in Cheshire, England, in 1660.
By this marriage

he had five children, viz. : John, born March 15, 1691,
died April 1, 1761; Sarah, born 1693 ; Samuel, born
1694, died 1784; Elizabeth; and Ruth, born Jan. 8,
His son William by his first marriage was a
1682.
well-educated man and a prominent surveyor, and

This
oldest interments are made under the church.
graveyard contains many graves, with nothing to
mark the last resting-place of those who sleep beneath
the sod, while others are marked with a rude fieldstone, the inscriptions upon which have been obliter

surveyed the Stockton tract, upon which the city of
Princeton now stands.
The subject of this sketch descended from Samuel
Emley, who settled on the two-hundred-acre tract left

and Pointsville
graves
are of a more recent date, and contain many
These yards are well kept,
of the present generation.
and contain many handsome monuments.

were Joseph,

ated by time and exposure.
The burying-grounds at Cookstown

him by his father, including the homestead of the
late Oliver H. P. Emley. The children of Samuel
born Oct. 21, 1738, died Oct. 15, 1806;

John, Samuel, William, born 1721; Elizabeth, who
married a Rogers, and Mary, who married a Hollo
way. The first mentioned, who was the grandfather
of the subject of this sketch, was twice married. His
first wife was Sarah Stewart, by whom he had WilI., grandfather of the late Thomas N. and Henry

1 liam
25
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29, 1767, died July
man, an associate judge of
Monmouth County and member of the State Legis
lature; and Daniel, born Oct. 4, 1770, died March 15,
1833.
His second wife was Phebe Wills, to whom
were born eight children, viz.: Alice, Nov. 13, 1773,

and earnest nature gained him a few enemies but
more friends.
Among those who knew him best he
was recognized as an earnest, energetic, and safe man

died Nov. 24, 1778; Joseph, Dec. 31, 1775, died Sept.
24, 1824; Col. Samuel, Jan. 10, 1780, died May 25,
1848 ; John, Aug. 14, 1783, died Jan. 12, 1855 ; Sex

town, who survives him.

Emley, of Cookstown, born Nov.

10,

1853,

a prominent

ton, Jan. 1, 1786, died May 5, 1789 ; Anthony, March
11, 1789; Burgiss Allison, Nov. 15, 1792, died Dec.
20,

1823; and Abner, Nov. 7, 1794, died Nov. 20,

1832.

John, the father of our subject, was a successful
and leading farmer on the old homestead and a
prominent and influential citizen.
He was a mem
ber of the General Assembly of New Jersey, and
served as Speaker of that honorable body.
He mar
ried Beulah (born Oct. 18, 1783), daughter of John
and Rachel Warren, of New Hanover township, and
had children, — Eliza Ann, born Nov. 20, 1809, mar
ried Aaron Borden, of New Hanover; Oliver H. P.,
our subject; Thomas Harrison, born Sept. 10, 1817,
died in early manhood unmarried; Rachel W., born
July 18, 1820, married Thomas N. Emley, a merchant
of Cookstown ; Joseph, born Aug. 7, 1822 ; and Sam

uel H., born Aug. 22, 1826.
The last survivor of the
family is Joseph, who is a retired farmer at Mount

Holly, N. J.
Oliver H. P. Emley was born on the old family

homestead occupied by his great-grandfather, Samuel
(and which has never been out of the family since
the original purchase from the Indians), on May 23,
1814.
He enjoyed only a common-school education,
and upon the death of his mother on March 26, 1848,
took charge of the home farm and managed it until

his death, owning it from the time of the demise of
his father, Jan. 12, 1855. In early life he taught
school at Jacobstown.
He was an earnest Republican,
and took an active interest in politics and public
affairs throughout his life. He filled the office of jus
tice of the peace for many years, and in that capacity
did a large amount of public business, acting also as
executor, administrator, trustee, and guardian in a
number of cases.
He was a member of the board of

directors of 'the Mouut Holly National Bank, and
filled the position of president of that institution for
a number of years preceding his death. He was also
a director of the Mercer County Mutual Fire Insur

ance Company at Pennington, N. J., and clerk and
treasurer of the Burlington, Monmouth, and Ocean
He was
County Pursuing and Detective Society.

also associate judge of the Burlington County courts
He dieJ on Feb. 11, 1879.
from 1848 to 1853.
Judge Emley was a regular attendant of the Bap
tist Church of Jacobstown, a liberal supporter of
evangelical

and Christian

institutions,

genial

and

kind to all, generous and liberal to the poor, and a
man of recognized character and worth. His decided

of great force of character and full of zeal in a good
He married on March 31, 1851, Achsah T.,
daughter of James and Elizabeth Swain, of Jacobscause.

JOSEPH KNIGHT HULME.
Joseph Knight Hulme, eldest son of William and
Rachel (Knight) Hulme, was born at Hulmeville,
Bucks Co., Pa., on Sept. 18, 1795, and died at Wrights
Wil
town, Burlington Co., N. J., on June 4, 1868.
liam Hulme, his father, was the son of John and Re
becca Hulme, who lived on a farm near Falsington,

In 1785, John Hulme removed to
Co., Pa.
Milford, Bucks Co., where he erected flouring-, lum

Bucks

and together with his sons
ber-, and woolen-mills,
carried on an extensive business.
He founded the
Farmers' Bank of
Bucks County, subsequently moved
to Bristol, and was an active and enterprising man.

the village of Milford was named
He raised a large family, of whom
Isaac, who removed to Mount Holly in 1825, was one.
The parents of Joseph K. Hulme died when he was
still a mere lad, and when about fourteen years of age
he entered the country store of his uncle at Hulme
ville as general manager. About the time of reach
ing his majority he succeeded^ to the business of
On April 15, 1819, he
store-keeping at Hulmeville.
married Mary E., daughter of Alexander Shreve, of
Wrightstown, N. J., and two years later removed to

In

his

honor

Hulmeville.

that place, where he conducted an extensive business
in country store keeping and in operating a distillery.
About 1850 he retired from active trade and devoted
his efforts to farming, in connection with surveying

and other public business.
He was one of the first
farmers in Burlington County to introduce lime as a
fertilizer of lands, and by its use succeeded in raising
the value of his large farm, near Wrightstown, from
ten dollars per acre, purchasing price, to one hundred

and fifty dollars per acre, selling price.
This farm is
now occupied by Thomas Piatt, and was awarded the
premium for the best managed farm in Burlington

County while under Judge Hulme's care.
Judge Hulme was one of the prime movers in
the
construction of the Pemberton and Hightstown Rail

road, and devoted much time, energy, and capital to
its completion.
He was a member of the board of
directors and treasurer of the company at the time of
his death. He was a director of the Mount Holly
National Bank from the time of its organization until
his death, and one of the directors of the Mercer

County Mutual Fire Insurance
judge of the Burlington

Company.
He was a
County courts for many
years, and was frequently called upon to fill positions
of trust and responsibility.
He was remarkable for
his energy and activity, zealous and alert in pro-

jt
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moting all objects of a worthy and progressive char
acter, and commanded the confidence and esteem of
a wide circle of friends.
He was fond of the mirth
ful side of life, cheerful and happy in temperament,
courteous and kind in his dealings with all, liberal to

commendable
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impulses, devoted to the development

of the interests of his locality, and bearing the repu
tation of an upright, conscientious, and useful citizen.
He was born of Quaker parents, and was identified
more or less with the interests of the Society of
He was a man of gen
the poor, and of strict integrity in all the relations of Friends throughout his life.
erous
kind
to the poor, considerate of his
impulses,
Jife. He died without living issue. His widow still
He married,
survives. him at the advanced age of eighty-three.
i neighbors, and held in general respect.
in 1838, Meribah, daughter of John W. and Hannah
!
There are
Cox, of Mount Holly, who survives him.
SAMUEL STOCKTON.
no children.
Samuel Stockton was born near Wrightstown, N. J.,
on Sept. 3, 1808, and died at the same place on July
He belonged to the distinguished Stockton
4, 1871.

family of Mercer County, whose lineage and achieve
ments are fully described on another page of this
work. He was the fourth son of Monroe and Beulah

His father was a successful and
(Curtis) Stockton.
representative farmer near Wrightstown, and at his
death divided his homestead tract between his sons
William and Samuel, who each occupied his portion
The other brothers, Joseph and
their lives.
Jonathan, were located on other property owned by
during

Monroe Stockton in the same locality.

Samuel Stockton was reared on the home farm,
and received such an education only as the district
Possessed of
afforded.
school of his neighborhood
an active brain, however, and full of energy and am
bition, he subsequently applied himself closely to
reading and study, and acquired a large amount of

useful and valuable
education

information.

His

was that self-

which, being slowly and laboriously

ac

quired, is ever found to be the most 'useful and valu
able.
Mr. Stockton passed his entire life on the home
farm, being recognized as a successful and enter

prising farmer. At the same time his active and
energetic nature early brought him into public life,
and he was one of the best known men of his time'.

In politics he was a zealous Republican, a firm sup
porter of the war, and an earnest supporter of the
He filled the
principles and purposes of his party.
important offices of his township, including that of
freeholder for many years, and was frequently called
He
upon to fill positions of trust and responsibility.

represented Burlington County for two terms in the
important com
State Legislature, serving on several
reputation for honesty and
mittees, and achieving a
integrity in both private and official life. He was
one of the chief projectors of the Pemberton and

Hightstown Railroad, devoting

much

time, energy,

to the development and success of the
He was a member of the board of direc
from the time of its organization, and
road
of
the
tors
filled the office of treasurer at the time of his death.
Farmers' National
He was also a director of the
Bank of Mount Holly, and was connected with other
enterprises.
He was an earn
local organizations and
good and
thoroughly
animated
by
est, energetic man,
and capital
enterprise.

ALEXANDER SHREVE.
Alexander Shreve is a descendant in the third gen
eration of Joshua Shreve, who was one of the earliest
N. J., where he owned a
settlers at Wrightstown,
large tract of land and pursued the occupation of a
farmer. His settlement occurred a number of years
prior to the commencement of the Revolutionary war.
The children of Joshua Shreve were James, Alex
ander,

Charles,

Gershom,

Theodosia,

who married

Joseph Earl, of Pemberton, N. J. ; Leah, who be
came the wife of Joshua Burr, of Vincentown, N. J. ;
Sarah, who married George Hulme, of Mount Holly;
and Rebecca, who married Isaac Hulme, of Hulme
ville, Pa.
Alexander Shreve, the father of the subject of this
sketch, was born at the family-seat at Wrightstown,
For a number of years he en
on March 3, 1769.
gaged in trade at his native village, and then removed

Burlingtonto Northampton
township,
Co., where he
engaged in farming for seven years. He then re

turned to Wrightstown, and engaged in agricultural
pursuits until his death, on Dec. 4, 1854.
He led a
quiet and industrious life, avoiding ostentation and

public display, aud remained faithful to the humble
tenets of the Society of Friends, of which all of his

have been members. His wife was Mary
Earl, born May 25, 1767, died Dec. 22, 1843, and his
children Joshua, born March 25, 1793 ; Mary, born
Nov. 19, 1795 ; Sarah, born July 20, 1797 ; Mary E.,
born Sept. 9, 1799, married Judge Joseph K. Hulme,
of Burlington County ; Tauton E., born Feb. 23, 1802 ;
Rebecca, born May 9, 1805, married Thomas Newfamily

bold, of Springfield township; and Alexander, born
Of this large family only two are now
Oct. 2, 1812.
living, namely, Mrs. Judge Hulme and the subject of
this sketch.
The latter was born on the family homestead in

Wrightstown on the date indicated above. He en
joyed only a common-school education, and for a
number of years served as a clerk in the store of Judge
For the past thirty years
Hulme at Wrightstown.
engaged
in
farming operations at the same
he has
point, owning the old homestead property, besides
He is recognized
other tracts of land in the locality.
as an industrious and successful farmer, a man of in
tegrity and unblemished reputation, and of-modest
and unpretentious manners and tastes.
He is a mem-
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ber of the Society of Friends, and a liberal contributor
to the various worthy enterprises of his day. During
the trying times that occurred in our late civil war he
patriotism, taking an
in the raising of troops and supplies
and rejoicing in the success of the Union arms,
Politically he is a stanch Republican, but has never
aspired to nor been willing to accept public position.
He was active in promoting the project of building
the Pemberton and Hightstown Railroad, which runs
through a portion of his farm, and is a member of the
board of directors of that corporation.
Mr. Shreve married, on March 22, 1873, Miss Mary
Anna Loveless, daughter of Joseph Loveless, of
Brown's Mills, and has two children, — Alexander
Shreve, Jr., born Jan. 9,1874, and Joshua, born Sept.

manifested

the most sterling

active interest

21, 1877.

CHAPTER XXXVI.
PEMBERTON

TOWNSHIP

AND BOROUGH.1

Descriptive.— This is one of
the east border townships of the county, and is
bounded on the east by Ocean County, N. J., on the
Geographical

and

south by Woodland and Southampton townships, on
the west by Southampton and Eastampton townships,
on the north by Springfield and New Hanover town
ships, and contained in 1880 an area of thirty-six
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight acres, with
year"
of two thousand eight
a population the same
hundred and eighty-five.
The following is the act of the Legislature

incor

porating the township of Pemberton, deriving its
name from James Pemberton, after whom the borough
of Pemberton was named in 1826 :
" Section 1. Be it enactedbytheSenateand GeneralAssembly theState
of
of New Jersey, That all that part of the townships of Southampton,
Northampton, and New Hanover lying within the boundaries and de
scriptions following, to wit: Beginning at a stake in the line between
the townships of Springfield and Northampton, and Corner to lands of
James Lippincott, and land of BebeccaS. Woodward; aud runs thence
16°
(first) along the line of said Lippincott and Woodward's land south
15' west,18chains; thence
82° west 5 Ch and 20 links ;
(second)south
thence (third) south 43° west, one and a half chains ; thence (fourth)
south 85° west, 17ch 14 links; thence (fifth) south 11° east, 17 ch 71
links; thence (sixth) south 40° west,45 ch to the corner of land of the
late Jacob Gaskill; thence (seventh) due south to the middle of the
north branch of theRancocascreek ; thence up the middle of Baidcreek
to the land of Thomas E. Deacon; thence iu a southerly direction by
said Thomas E. Deacon's,John W. G. Evans', Job H. Gaskill's, Jacob
Norcross', Stacy W. Budd's, Richard W. Earl's, Franklin W. Earl's, and
Tauton Earl's lands on the east,and William Irick's, Benjamin R. Pea
cock's, Charles F. Lott's, Daniel Bodine's, and Thomas F.'Budd's landB
on the west to a pine post,corner to Samuel K. Budd's, Johu F. Budd's,
Tauton Earl's, and Thomas F. Budd's land, in the middle of Stop the
Jade ; thence up the middle of Stop the Jade to Stockton's bridge ; then
on a straight line southwardly along the road to the south boundsof the
public road leading from Buddtown to Cedar bridge ; then by the south
bounds of said road eastwardly to Monmouth County line ; then north
wardly by Burlington and Monmouth County line to the middle of tho
1 By W. H. Shaw, from West Jersey Surveyors' Association records.'

straight line
stream above Wilkins' (late
Harrison's) mill; thence in a
westwardly to the west boundsof the public road leading from Juliustown to Brown's mills, where the road intersectswith the eastwardly
line of Henry Smith's land; and from thence along said road north
wardly to the Springfield line; then along the Springfield line west
wardly to the place of beginning shall be, and is hereby set off into a
separatetownship, to be called aud known by tho nameof ' the township
of Pemberton.'"

Section 2 incorporates

the inhabitants

into a body

politic, by the name of " the inhabitants of the town
Burlington."
ship of Pemberton, in the County of
Section 3 defines the time and place of holding the
first town-meeting.
Section 4 empowers the town committee to divide
property between townships.

Natural Features. — The

surface of the township
is what would naturally be termed level, yet the un
dulations are such that sufficient drainage can easily
be procured with very little expense, as the creeks are
mostly from three to ten or fifteen feet below the land
surface.
The principal stream of the township is the north
main branch of the Rancocas Creek, running in a
southwesterly direction the entire length of the town

The tributaries of the Ran
ship, about twelve miles.
cocas in this township are Lippincott's Run, iu the ex
treme west end of the township ; next is Indian Run,
flowing into the Rancocas at Birmingham ; Budd Run,
empties at Pemberton Borough ; Cannon Run, west of
Lisbon ; four small runs between Lisbon and Brown's

Mills, and three between Brown's Mills and Hanover
All these runs flow in a south or southwesterly
direction.
On the south side of Rancocas, and flowing
to it in a north or northwest direction, are Black's Run
or mill-stream, Gum's Run, Mount Misery Run, Pole
Bridge Branch, and Cranberry Run. "
the Jade"
village.

Stop
Creek rises in the south part of Pemberton, flowing
westerly into Southampton
township, forming the

The southeast
township line a portion of the way.
portion of the township is well calculated for and is
to some extent occupied by cranberry bogs, where
large quantities are raised annually.
The western
half of the township contains some of the most pro
ductive farms in this section, and are susceptible of a
still higher state of cultivation.
Pioneer Land-Owners and Settlers.? — "Thomas
Budd, who owned a share of property in West New
Jersey, and ancestor to a large family, arrived at
Burlington, N. J., in the year 1668, and after remain
ing in the country for a few years returned to London
for his family, with which he came again to Burling
ton in 1678, and came also with him his brothers,
William, John, and James, with their families, which
were numerous, amounting to some twenty-five souls
Being men of sterling integrity and good busi
ness habits, they were soon engaged in pursuits of in

in all.

dustry which insured to them good profits, and they
were able to locate lands and hold a sufficiency of them
2 From Surveyors' Association of West New Jersey.
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during life to leave their children large tracts for
their future enjoyment and benefit.
" John
Budd, one of the brothers, early after his
arrival at Burlington, removed to Philadelphia and
engaged in mercantile pursuits, and at his death,
which occurred prior to 1738, left three sons, Samuel,
John, and George. Of James Budd, another brother,
but little is known by us, except at his death, which
occurred in 1738, he left several children, his oldest
son named William."
William Budd, another brother, settled in Burling
ton County, and was a large locator of land in this
county, and although one of the early pioneers of
West Jersey, his name stands less conspicuous in the
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near by east and west some half a mile on the north
side of the town before it empties into the main
creek.
The old mill stood about one-quarter of a mile east

of where, the present road crosses the stream. This
mill no doubt had gone into decay, hence the name
of " Hampton Hanover" was changed to " New
Mills."
In 1787 the present place of " New Mills" was laid
off in town lots by Daniel Smith, Jr., and the place is
now in Pemberton preserved as a relic of those early
times, although a portion of the town had been laid
off prior to that time which was near to and adjoin

early history than his brother Thomas, from the fact
of his not associating in the public affairs of the colony.
He died in 1707, leaving four sons and two daughters,

ing the mills.
"
Hanover"
Associated with the name of Hampton
should be the names of Thomas and William Budd,
as they, two brothers, were the original proprietors

who

also married and settled in this county, and
whose descendants are among the most numerous and
respectable in West Jersey.

and locators of the land now occupied by the town,
and east and west of the same for from two to three
miles, and under these two men must all the present

Thomas Budd, the oldest of the four brothers, held
many important trusts in the province, and on the
9th day of November, 1681, when the first form of
government
was established by the proprietors,

owners derive their first title to their homes.
In 1693, Thomas Budd located a tract of land, be
ginning near where the present road crosses the main

Samuel Jennings was elected as their Governor, and
Thomas Budd, with others, was selected to assist the

Governor to establish a code of laws suitable to the
maintenance of tranquillity in the then wild forests
of New Jersey.

Identical, then, with the early history of West
New Jersey, we find that the name of Thomas Budd
was conspicuous.
He was chosen as one of the Gov
ernor's Privy Council, appointed a justice of the peace
for Burlington County, and commissioner for examin
ing titles and instructing surveyors how to run out
and take up land heretofore purchased of the Indians.
Burlington County was established as early as 1677,
but more definitely bounded in 1708, and one of the
towns then existing in fact as well as in name was the
Hanover" (now Pemberton).
town of "Hampton
" Hampton Hanover" was situated then as now on
the main north branch of Rancocas Creek, about six
miles east of Mount Holly, then known by the name

of

"Bridgetown."

Hanover" was no doubt
The name " Hampton
given the place from the fact that the creek was the
dividing line between the townships of Northampton
on the south and Hanover on the north, and the town
being located on both sides of the stream, as a matter
of compromise the town was named after both town
ships.
This same name was retained until the year 1752,

when David Budd (the third grandson of William
Budd the first), Robert Smith, Daniel Smith, and
Patrick Reynolds, as partners, built a grist-mill and

saw-mill on the creek just below the bridge, and on
or near the site of the present mills.
Previous to 1752 there was a grist-mill on what is
called

Budd's Run, a small stream of water running

north branch of Rancocas

Creek at Pemberton, and

running northwardly, almost as the road now runs, as
far as Juliustown, covering the east end of the mount
" Mount Pisgah," and em
at that place, then called
all
the
land
from
the
main street in Pember
bracing
ton Borough easterly for one and three-quarter miles
up said creek, and adjoining to lands of his brother
west.
William, both on the east
William Budd located at the same time five
hundred acres on the west of his brother Thomas'
survey.
Thomas Budd, before mentioned, removed to Phila
delphia in 1690, and was a merchant there in 1693,
when this land was located by his deputy surveyor,
Dariiel Leeds, for him, he being the owner of pro
prietary rights, and in this instance placing them on
some of the best land in Burlington County.
Budd's will bears date Sept. 9, 1697,
he bequeathed to his son, Thomas Budd,
" the new dwelling-house"
his son then lived in,
nearest the dock, and to his daughter, Mary Budd,
and his daughter, Rose Budd, one hundred pounds
Thomas

wherein

each, with all the rest and remainder of his property
to his widow, Susanna Budd, leaving his widow and
his oldest son, John, executors.
In March, 1698, John Budd renounced the execu
torship, and Susanna (the widow) proved the will

and took possession of his effects.
The oldest daughter, Mary, married Dr. John Gos
ling, who resided in the city of Burlington. The
issue of this marriage was one son, John, from
whom the family of that name in this vicinity have
come.

Dr. Gosling died in 1685, while on a voyage to the
of Barbadoes, and the widow, Mary, subse
quently married Francis Collins, who removed from
island
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and resided with her in Burling

Gloucester County
ton County.

The children of this marriage were John, who
Elizabeth Moore ; Francis, married Eliza
beth
; Mary, married Thomas Kendall ; and
Samuel.
The direct and collateral branches of this
family are numerous in Burlington County.
married

In September, 1699, Susanna Budd, by her deputy,
Thomas Gardiner, surveyor-general, resurveyed the
above-named tract of land on the east side of Pem
berton, and found it to contain two thousand acres,
and on the 11th day of July, 1701, she sold the land
to John Garwood and Restore Lippincott, who soon
after made division of the same, John Garwood taking

Deed.— James Budd to Peter Bard, dated 23d and
24th of September, 1718.
Recorded in secretary's
office in BB, folios 40 and 41.
This title conveys one hundred and thirty acres of
land which lies on the north side of Rancocas, and
begins at the mouth of Butler Hole Branch, and
runs westward until it joins his brother William's
On this tract of one hundred and thirty acres
Bard built a saw-mill, which was in running
This mill was built on Butler Hole
order in 1720.
land.

Peter

near

Branch,
Browns'

where

the road

from

Pemberton

to

Mills

cross the Butler Hole Branch, long
since gone to decay, although the pine timber now

the north

standing shows plainly that the land had formerly
been cultivated.
The old Montpelier map shows the
pond and mill as formerly marked upon it.

William Budd devised his five hundred acres, on
the east side of Thomas Budd's two thousand acres,
to his daughter Ann, who married James Bingham,

James Brigham, or Bingham, as spelled in another
place, resurveyed the land devised to his wife by her
father the 10th day of June, 1723, and conveyed four
hundred acres thereof to Peter Bard ; and on the
14th of January, 1822, conveyed his balance, five

end, and Restore Lippincott taking the
south end, which now embraces the easterly part of
" Hampton Hanover," or Pemberton Borough.

who conveyed the same, after a resurvey thereof, to
Peter Bard by two deeds of conveyance, one of which
bears date Jan. 14, 1722, for five hundred and fifty
acres, and the other bears date June 10, 1723, and
conveys four hundred and thirty acres, making in all

These three titles embrace all the land on the north
side of the Rancocas Creek, from the westerly line of

nine hundred and eighty acres sold by James Bing
ham and wife to Peter Bard.

the almshouse farm to Butler Hole Branch,
empties into said creek:

William Budd located the land on the west side of
the main street of Pemberton, Nov. 2, 1683, which
land he devised to his sons, William, Thomas, John,
and James.

Revel Elton conveyed to Peter Bard three hundred
acres in New Hanover township (now Pemberton)
the 13th day of March, 1717.
This survey lies east
and north of the mouth of Butler Hole Branch.
Philo Leeds conveys by deed dated Oct. 2, 1722,

This

extends, with Thomas
Budd's, to
and along the Indian purchase,
embracing five hundred acres of the same, but most
likely covered three times that number of acres.

"Mount

survey

Pisgah,"

William Budd, about the same time, 1693, located
land on the south side of the north branch of the
Rancocas, which he conveyed to John Woolston, one
of the first settlers in Burlington County, who arrived
at Burlington in 1677. John Woolston married Han
nah Cooper, a daughter of William Cooper, in 1681,
and died in 1713 without making any will, and under
the laws then existing in the colony his oldest son,

John, inherited all his real estate.
He, however, left 'two other sons, Joshua and Michael,
most probably children by his first wife, as John Wool
ston was married in 1684 to Eliza Borton, then only
three years after his father married Hannah Cooper.
John Woolston conveyed to his brother Michael
part of the above land inherited from his
father, and
which embraces most of the land between Pemberton
Borough and Birmingham Mills, on the south side of
the Rancocas Creek, containing about seven hundred
Joshua Woolston, the son of John, was never
married, and sold his land to his brother Michael,

acres.

April

15,

1726.

Michael Woolston

leaving five children,

died in 1753,
three sons and two daughters,—

Joseph, Joshua, Brazilla, Letitia, who married Isaac
Hinchman, and Ann, who married Levi Briggs.

and fifty acres, to Peter Bard, and says in
his last title that he includes the residence of Peter Bard.

hundred

where it

acres lying north of the mouth of
Butler Hole Branch, joining land surveyed to William

three hundred
Budd.

Francis Mills,

a

millwright, by deed dated Oct.

1727, conveys to Peter Bard

15,

four hundred

and forty
Branch and

acres lying northward of Butler Hole
corner thereto to land purchased of James Budd.
Daniel Leeds, Tunis Titus, and Samuel Goldy con
veyed three tracts of land to Peter Bard, surveyed in

April,

1711.
The first tract contains nine hundred
and twenty acres of land, and lies on the south side
of the mouth of Butler Hole Branch, south of the
Rancocas Creek, eastwardly to the Indian path that

leads from Burlington to Egg Harbor.
Charles Wester conveyed to Peter Bard three hun
dred acres of rights to unappropriated
land Dec. 22,
1717.

John

Hancocjt:

conveyed

one hundred

and

seven hundred
his saw-mills

and

thirty-five acres of rights to unappropriated land to
Peter Bard Aug. 8, 1718.
Jan. 9, 1730, Peter Bard and wife conveyed to
Robert Mackdonal, of the city of London, the equal
undivided
moiety or half-part of the Montpelier
lands, embracing three thousand
ninety-five acres, together with

and
On the same day
Peter Bard conveyed to Thomas Shaw the equal un
divided one-fourth part of the same land, three thou-

iron-mills to be erected thereon.
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is

Bard located several other tracts of land, mostly in
what
now Pemberton township, and at his death,
will proven Aug. 16, 1734, he left his wife, Dinah
Bard,

his sole executrix,

who

was granted

by the
Council of Proprietors, Feb. 27, 1737, to survey six
hundred and twenty-five acres of unappropriated
land anywhere in the western division below the Falls
of the Delaware, and by virtue of said assignment

is

Burnet Bard, the eldest son, located nine tracts, of
from twenty to seventy-three acres each, mostly in
the eastern half of what
now Pemberton township.
Civil Organization.— Pioneer Town-Meeting.

— "At

the first annual town-meeting for the township
of Pemberton, held at the house of Daniel F. Bennett,
in the Borough of Pemberton, on the Tenth day of

:

March, 1846, when William, Malsbury was Chosen
and the following resolutions by said
Moderator,
meeting were adopted for the ensuing year
" First. Resolved,That this town meeting proceed to vote by (Ballott), and that be the manner of voting until otherwise directed.
"Second. Resolved,That the interest on the Public Revenue be ap
propriated to the school fund.
"Third.
Resolved,That the slim of two hundred dollars be raised by
this township the ensuing year for the useof the school fund.
" Fourth. Resolved,Thut the sum of six hundred dollars be raisedthe
ensuing year, to meet the expensesof this township.
"Fifth. Resolved,That the township committeedivide the township
into two road districts, to he called the North and South districts."
Sixth. Resolved,etc., relates to days.
"Seventh. Resolved,That the next annual Town Meeting for the
Township of Pemberton shall be held at the houseof Ivins Davis, in the
borough of Pemberton.
"Eighth.
Resolved,That the fall election next for Representativesin
the Legislature of this Stateshall beheld at the houseof Daniel S. Ben
Pemberton."
nett, in the Borough of

:

The following officers were elected to fill such
offices as are affixed to their respective names for the
ensuing year

;

;

;

Clerk, Franklin W. Earl Assessor, Thomas Haines;
William Malsbury Chosen Freeholders,
Joseph J. Budd, Job H. Gaskill Commissioners of
Appeals, William King, Samuel Budd, Barzillia R.
Collector,

;

collectors, chosen freeholders, and township
committee from 1847 to 1882, inclusive:

assessors,

1847-54.Franklin W. Earl.
1855-56.Charles Bodine, Jr.
1857.Charles A. Bodine.
1858.Rusling Malsbury.

1863-66.Thomas Haines.
1866.Joshua Earl.
1867-69.James Malsbury.
S.

1870-71.Samuel Fort.
1872-82.Charles P. Nutt.

1859.John H. Antrim.
1860-62.Isaac W. Jessup.

ASSESSORS.
1847-48,1851-52,1856-58.Thomas
Haines.
1849-50.Benjamin Brown.
1853-55,1859.Joseph A. Hargrove.
1860-62.Barzillai R. Shreve.

1863-64.Alfred Corey.
1865-67.Joshua Forsyth, Jr.
1868-70,1873.
Martin V. Hargrove.
Clevenger.
1S71-72.John
1874-82.William W. Lippincott.
S.

it

a

;

This mill passed out of his hands in about 1832, and
fell into the hands of John Monroe and John Mon
roe and wife conveyed the equal undivided half-part
to John West, and the other undivided half-part to
John Bispham.
This mill and property, embracing
large number of surveys made by John
Monroe
and adjoining thereto, were all conveyed with said
mill to West and Bispham, and passed in a few years
into the Hanover Furnace tract of land, where
still belongs.

is

is

it,

for a mill-seat, and on
after its location, he erected
a saw-mill, which took the name of " Mount Misery
Mill." This
in the east part of the township.

Judge of Election, Barzillia N. Clevenger; Justices
of the Peace, Richard W. Earl, Benajah Antrim,
Robert Rogers, for unexpired term of William Mals
bury Constable, Charles Bodine Overseers of High
ways, John L. Ewan, North District, Stacy Lippin
cott, South District; Township Committee, John B.
Lippincott, Jacob Early, Richard W. Earl, Thomas
Swaim, Stacy W. Budd; School Committee, William
Jacob Early, Stacy W. Budd; PoundMalsbury,
Keeper, Jason F. Cox.
The following
a complete list of township clerks,

COLLECTORS.
1847-50,1855-57.Wm. Malsbury.
1861-65.Samuel 0. Rambo.
1851-52.Barzillai R. Shreve.
1866-68.Eayre Oliphant.
1853-54.Aaron Early.
1869-82.Eayre 0. Lippincott.
1858-60.William Bryan, Jr.
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
1847.Job H. Gaskill.
Thomas L. Norcross.
1848.J. H. Gaskill.
Joseph J. Budd.
1849-50. J. Budd.
SolomonS. Middleton.
1851.S. S. Middleton.
Jonathan R. Smith.
1852.Garret H. Polhemus.
1853.Jonathan R. Smith.

1854-56.Richard W. Earl.
1857-59.Taunton Earl.
1860-62,1867.Joseph A. Hargrove.
1863.William Bryan, Jr.
1864-66.Franklin Keeler.
1868-70,1S79.Joshua Earl.
1871-72.Joshua Forsyth.
1873-75.Andrew F. Lippincott.
1876-78,1880-82.Alfred 0. Seeds.

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE.
1847— John B. Lippincott, James Early, Richard W. Earl, Jervis Haines,
Stacy W. Budd.
1848.—
J. B. Lippincott, Early, S. W. Budd, R. W. Earl, Jacob Lee.
1849—Thomas Swain, R. W. Earl, Samuel R. Gaskill, John L. Ewan,
Michael White.
1850.—
R. W. Earl,
R. Gaskill, S. W. Budd, Charles Bodine, William
Williams.
1851.—
W. Williams, C. Bodine, S. W. Budd, R. W. Earl, S. R. Gaskill.
1852.—
W. Williams, C. Bodine, S. W. Budd.
1853.—W.Williams, Thomas Swain, Michael White.
1854—W. Williams, M. White, ThomasHaines.
1855.—
W. Williams, J.J. Budd, S. R. Gaskill, J. Forsyth.
1856.—
J. J. Budd, S. R. Gaskill, Joshua Forsyth, Jr.
1857.—
M. White, J. J. Budd, J. Forsyth, Jr.
— Thomas Scattergood,Charles Bodine, J. Forsyth, Jr.
1858.
1859.—S. W. Budd, C. Bodine, J. Forsyth, Jr.
I860.—C. Bodine, S. W. Budd, T. Scattergood.
1801-62.—
T. Scattergood,S. W. Budd, J. Forsyth.
1863.— W. Budd, E. Oliphant, John Forsyth.
1864—S. W. Budd, E. Oliphant, C. Bodine.
1805.—E. Oliphant, J. Forsyth, William Malsbury.
1866-68.—
J. Forsyth, W. Malsbury, S. W. Budd.
1869-70.—
S. W. Budd, Alfred Corey, E. Oliphant.

J.

9, 1731, Peter Bard conveyed the remaining undivided
quarter to Robert
Mackdonal, and recorded DD, folios
8 to 12.
Peter Bard then removed to New Hanover,
on his Montpelier lands, in 1723, when he gave
up
his store in Burlington. He located one hundred acres

Shreve; Surveyors of Highways, Noah Nutt, Thomas
Overseer of Poor, Joseph Chambers;
Scattergood;

S.

Feb.

;

acres, with the

J

and ninety-five

S.

sand seven hundred

saw-mills and iron-mills to be erected thereon.
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1871-72.—
F. W. Earl, John B. Deacon, J. Horner.
1873.—F. W. Earl, J. B. Deacon,Martin V. Hargrove.
1874.—Andrew H. Fort, M. V. Hargrove, Alfred C. Seeds.
1875.—A. H. Fort, A. C. Seeds,Eayre 0. Bartlett.
1876—A. H. Fort, William H. Bishop, Benjamin White.
1877.—B. White, W. H. Bishop, Joseph L. Budd, Ivins Davis, Frank
Earl.
1878.—I. Davis, B. White, F. Earl, J. L. Budd, A. H. Fort.
1879.—
J. L. Budd, F. Earl, A. H. Fort.
1880-82.—
J. L. Budd, A. H. Fort, B. White.

PEMBERTON

wife.

on'
either bank of the Ran
This borough is located
cocas Creek, and in the western part of the township
of Pemberton.
The town is situated also on a ridge
of land lying between the Rancocas Creek and Budd
Run, the run forming the north boundary of the
borough.
A small portion of the population of the
borough reside south of the creek. The borough is
also highly favored with railroad facilities, being the
southern terminus of the Kinkora Branch, also on the
main line of the old Camden and Burlington County
Road, giving the people several opportunities each day
of visiting Philadelphia, Trenton, New York, Atlan
tic City, Long Branch, Ocean Grove, and all inter
mediate places. Pemberton is also fortunate in being
surrounded on all sides with one of the most fertile
agricultural districts in this part of the State.
Pioneer Locators and Settlers. — By further ex
" Minutes of the Surveyors' Associa
tracts from the
Jersey"
tion of West New
we are enabled to give
somewhat of the early locators of land and pioneer
beginnings of what is now Pemberton Borough.
" William Budd, the oldest son of William (the

first), was devised by his father the lands on the west
side of Pemberton, being part of the five hundred
acres surveyed to his father in 1693, and in the year
issue: Thomas,

Wil

liam, David, Susanna, Rebecca, Abigail, Elizabeth,
Anna, and Mary. Thomas married Jemima Leeds
in 1723 ; William married Susanna Cole, daughter of
Samuel Cole, of Gloucester County, in 1728 ; David
married Catharine Allen ; Susanna married Jacob

Gaskill in 1725 ; Anna married Kendall Cole in 1744 ;
Mary married Joseph Shinn ; Rebecca married Jo
seph Lamb ; and Abigail married John Fisher.
" William Budd devised to his son David his land
on the west side of the main street, where the present
mill now stands ; and he, David Budd, by separate
deed dated Dec. 1, 1752, conveyed to Patrick Rey
nolds, a millwright, Robert Smith, and Daniel Smith
each one-quarter of a quantity of land, sufficient for
the erection- of a grist-mill and saw-mill, together
with some town lots and other privileges, retaining
one-quarter part for himself, by whom the mills were

built, which bounds as described by David Budd are
in three deeds, and still retained at the old mill-seat."
From that time forward the town of " Hampton
Hanover" continued to improve, and the name of

" New Mills"
the old title.

during the Revolutionary war.
first wife being Mary Brian, widow of Jacob, she
being an heiress, the daughter of John Ritchie, a
merchant of Aberdeen, in Scotland, and Ann, his
colonel's commission

His
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1723 died leaving the following

Patrick Reynolds, who owned one-fourth and built
the mills in 1752, he being a millwright, was a native
Bridgetown,"
now
of Ireland, and a resident of "
Mount Holly, at that time. His son Thomas held a

was by common consent substituted for

Ann Ritchie, the mother of Mary Reynolds, was
the niece and one of the residuary legatees of George
Willock, also a native of Scotland, who settled at
Perth Amboy, was one of the early proprietors of
East Jersey, and located many tracts of land. At
the death of Ann Ritchie the title to all her valuable
tracts of land passed by descent to her three daugh

ters, — Magdaline, who married John Leonard ; Eliza
beth, married James Lawrence; and Mary, married
Jacob Brian, and at his death married Thomas Rey
nolds.

After the death of Mary Reynolds (by whom there
was no issue), Thomas Reynolds married Elizabeth
Budd, the only daughter of David Budd, who was a
large landholder and owned one-quarter of the "New
Mills."

By this last wife Thomas Reynolds became
the father of two daughters — Catharine, who married
Smith S. Osborn, and Antice, who married John
Lacy.
At the time of the Revolutionary war there were
three brothers and one sister named Pemberton, resi
Pennsylvania,- — John,
Israel, James, and
dents of
May, who married John Kirkbride.
James Pemberton, the last of the brothers, was a
public friend, and one of the largest shipping mer

chants in Philadelphia.
He first married Sarah, a
daughter of Daniel Smith, of Burlington, and after
her death, which occurred about 1770, he was again
married, and died in Philadelphia in 1809, aged
eighty-five years, leaving two daughters, one of whom
married Anthony Morris, of Washington, D. C.

Daniel Smith's will, bearing date Nov. 24, 1768, in
which he gives to his daughter Sarah, wife of James
Pemberton, thirty-five tracts of land, mostly in Bur
lington County, one of which was ten and a quarter
acres in the village of New Mills, which he purchased
of Robert Smith in May,

1757, which piece of land
embraced a large portion of three village lots ; and
James Pemberton securing through his wife Sarah

the fee to all these several tracts of land sold the lots
in New Mills to sundry persons under ground-rent
many of said lots are held until the
present time.
In the autumn of 1826, twenty years before the
township of Pemberton was thought of, some of the
wealthiest and most influential citizens of New Mills
conceived the idea that it would be advantageous to
the place to have the village incorporated, and ac
deed, by which

cordingly made application to the Legislature for an
act for that purpose, entitled " An Act to Incorporate
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the village of New Mills into a Borough by the name
of the Borough of Pemberton," which name was
selected at a public meeting of the inhabitants, out
of respect for and in honor of James Pemberton
above mentioned.

Pemberton, then, has had an existence for one hun
dred and ninety-two years. For sixty-two years it
" Hampton Hanover," for seventy-four
was called
years it passed by the name of " New Mills," and for
the last fifty-six years it has been incorporated as the
" Borough of Pemberton,"
which act bears date Dec.
15, 1826.

Course of Trade in Pemberton Borough.— With

a town nearly or quite two hundred years old,
easy task to obtain the names and locations

it is

no

of all the

pioneer merchants and tradesmen that made up the
business people of the place with any kind of accu
racy throughout the first century ; therefore, aside
from the mills, we must content ourselves with the
little information yet attainable for the early part of
the present century.
Previous to 1800 there was a tavern on the lot now
occupied by Early's store and hotel, corner of Hano
ver and Elizabeth Streets. This old hostelry was
kept by Daniel Wills. He was succeeded by William
Ewan, who kept it several years, when he was suc
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where he remained three years, when he became pro
prietor and kept the store till 1841, and then built a
brick store on the site now occupied by the store of

D. F. Gibbs, and kept there till

1854, and was

suc

In 1856
by his son, who remained till 185„.
Mr. Antrim purchased a store in Mount Holly, where
he remained till 1863, when he returned to Pember
ceeded

ton and retired from business.
William Bryan and Samuel Budd Bryan kept a store
in the early part of this century on the site now oc

cupied by D. C. Wells' drug-store.
William Bryan
subsequently kept a store in the building now occu
pied by S. S. Collom as a store, also built the large
brick house now occupied by Collom as a residence.
James Campbell was one of the merchants here in

His store was on the site now occupied by
Newell's residence, east side of Hanover Street.
He kept store at this place for several years.
The company store down at the mills stood on the
east side of Hanover Street, nearly opposite the grist
1822.

mill, and about 1810 was kept by Thomas Lacy.
The blacksmiths in Pemberton in 1800 to 1815 were
Edward Burroughs, whose shop was below Antrim's
on Hanover Street, and William Warren, whose shop
was on or near the site of Caleb Shinn's shop, north
William Ewan was also
of the Methodist Church.

ceeded by
Horner. In about 1800 the upper
tavern, as it is called, was kept by
Duncan, who
kept it for about twenty years, when he died, and the
tavern was then kept by his widow and son for a
short time, who were succeeded by Abel Watkinson.
May 1, 1830, Joseph J. Reeve took possession of the
upper tavern, where he remained five years, then pur

one"of the pioneer blacksmiths.
William Roberts also kept a store in 1808 onthe site
¦ Logan's residence, just above
now occupied by
Gibbs'
store, and in later years William Horner was
the merchant in the old Roberts store, now occupied
hy Collom, and in 1830 a drug-store was kept in Pem

chased the lower or old tavern, which was a large
frame building, with an old-fashioned porch in front.
Mr. Reeve removed the old frame, and in 1839 built
the brick tavern now occupied by A. Early & Son.

east side

berton where

J.

B. Hankis' variety-store

is located,

of Hanover Street.

a hotel here in the spring of 1840,
but a short time, when he moved to
Mount Holly, then to Tuckerton, Keyport, Medford,
and again in the upper tavern at Pemberton in 1848,

The pioneer cabinet-maker, as far as can be ascer
tained, was John Wright, whose shop stood opposite
what is now the Baptist parsonage, corner of Pember
ton and Jervis Streets. Among the pioneer tailors
was Daniel Stewart, opposite D. F. Gibbs' store,
where the bakery now stands. Alexander Hancock,
whose shop was opposite the present Methodist Epis

engaged in the tavern business.
The lower or brick tavern was purchased by Aaron
Early, who with his son are engaged in the tavern

copal parsonage on Hanover Street, was one of the
early knights of the goose, and withal the sum total
"Aleck the eccentric" was known
of eccentricity.

Mr. Reeve opened
and remained

where he is still

and store business combined.
Stores. — Just who the pioneer store-keeper was is

far and near. The next knight of the shears and
tape-line was Abram Bryant, on the site now occu
pied by W. S. Kirkbride's store. In later years we

not clear in the mind of the oldest inhabitant, as he
was not cotemporaneous with the merchant of the
However, as the mills and the forge
former century.
employed quite a large number of men, there naturally

find John Kinsinger, who was not only logical, elo
quent, and scholarly in his language and deportment,
but could give men and boys the best of "fits."
He

would be a store connected with those business en
terprises. Jacob Heisler is the first merchant in Pem

is now a venerable and useful citizen of Pemberton.
Of that branch of trades whose experts are migra

within the recollection of the oldest inhab
itant, and that was about 1800.
His store was on or near the site of the present resi
dence of Mrs. Coleman, and was subsequently moved
across the street, and is now a part of the store occu

tory in their habits, the shoemakers, we find the
name of Joseph J. Reeve among the pioneer knights
of the "pegging awl and wax-end."
He is now the
venerable host of the upper tavern.

berton

pied by W. H. Bishop.
The old store was removed
1823, and Benajah Antrim was engaged as clerk,

in

Furnace,"
as it was called, occupied
The old "Air
a space in the northeast corner of what is now the
Baptist cemetery.
It was owned at one time by Pat-
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rick Reynolds, and was in operation till about 1825
or 1826, when it was abandoned for furnace purposes.
The old forge that was on the site of the present saw
mill was in operation till about 1828 or 1830.
The saw-mill built at New Mills in 1752 stood
just north of the grist-mill, on the site now occupied
by the beautiful flower-garden of Anthony S. Morris.
The old arsenal building occupied by the Burling
ton County Brigade of State militia stood on the site
now occupied
engine-house.

by the village

fire department

as an

The building was partially destroyed

by fire in 1836, when the arms and ammunition were
removed to Trenton, and the real estate sold to the
days"
borough in 1852.
Pemberton in " training
was
the great centre of attraction

for miles around, and
" dwellers in the pines." Com
especially for the
pany, battalion, and brigade trainings were the days
of all days in the year, not excepting the glorious
Fourth of July, whose celebrations were but faint

exhibitions of the gaylyuniformed and ununiformed militia, engineered by
the gaudily-decked and epauleted citizens on horse
generals," " colonels,"
back dubbed "
etc.
Could the
"plains of Pemberton" speak, many humorous tales
might be told ; but for the most animating anecdotes
of militia days let the reader call upon Col. J. L. N.
Stratton, of Mount
who will explain the" old
shadows of the mammoth

Holly,

way of dissolving fronts and passing defiles.
The original Baptist Church, built in 1752, stood on
the southwest corner of the Baptist cemetery, and
after the brick meeting-house (now town hall on the
sand lot) was built the old house was fitted up for a
parsonage, and occupied as such for several years,

and destroyed by fire in 1837.
The building now used by Caleb B. Vaughn as a
shop was the residence of Rev. William Mann when
He was a local preacher in
living in Pemberton.
Episcopal
the Methodist
Church.
In this house
was born the Hon. William B. Mann, ex-district
attorney for Philadelphia. Rev. Mr. Mann was for
many years a school-teacher in New Mills, Pemberton.
Pemberton in 1787.— The following is a list of lotowners in the village

of New Mills, now Pemberton
Borough, in 1787, as found upon a map of the town
made at that date, and now in possession of J. M.
As will be noticed in the
Reeve, the borough clerk.
early history, the property around the mills was sold
to a company when the first part of the town was sur
veyed. The ten-acre lot of James Pemberton lay on
the west side of what is now and was then Hanover
Street, through which Pemberton Street runs. The
eleven-acre lot lay directly opposite the ten-acre.
The following were on the west side of Hanover
Daniel Smith, where the grist-mill now
Street:
stands; Patrick Reynolds and Robert Smith, two
lots. These four lots reached to the north line of the
mill company's land, or to a street running west to
landing"
what was called " the
oh the creek. The
next lot was owned by Seaman Rodman ; then came

John Gouldy's, then a narrow lot owned by V.
Leeds ; then followed N. Leeds, Kendall's lot, Joshua

Norcross, Francis Briggs, William Smith, John Fort,
Smith, Thomas Lee, on the corner of
Hanover and Pemberton Streets, where J. M. Reeve

Jr., William

North of Pemberton Street were Thomas
now lives.
Piatt, John Norcross, John King, Peter Streetch,
John Clapp and wife, Benjamin White ; then came
Reynolds Street, and north of that was a block of
four lots running west from Hanover Street, owned
by Benjamin and Allen White.
On the east side of Hanover Street, commencing at
the creek, were the two lots of David Budd, called
" Landing-place ;" then a lot sold by D. Smith to
David Budd ; then lot owned by T. Betts and Daniel
Smith ; then David Budd, S. Gaskill and Patrick
Reynolds, B. Taylor and P. Reynolds, John Myers
and Robert Smith, T. Budd estate and Daniel Smith,
which was the corner of the company land; and next
came the tavern lot, somewhat larger than the others,
on the corner of Hanover Street and Egg Harbor

road, now Elizabeth Street, where Early's store and
tavern buildings now stand.
North of Egg Harbor road were the lots of S. Mas-

S. Goldy, W. Norcross, T. Piatt, G. King, T.
King, G. Briggs ; then two lots where the Methodist
Church stands; then D. Budd, D. Budd and T. Piatt,
David White, two lots, John Carman, two lots, Rachel
Carson ; then five lots along Hanover Street, in the

sey,

eleven-acre Pemberton survey.

Commencing at south
end of 'Jervis Street, at line of company's land, west
side, was Christian Isselow, Abijah Collins, Burbridge

Brock, John Fort, Jr., Conrad Baum, William Allen,
two lots, Elijah Smith ; then four vacant lots of Wil
liam Budd's, lying west of the north end of Jervis
Street. There were also four lots lying between an
extension of Pemberton Street and the creek, each
four chains wide, owned by D. Smith, Robert Smith,
and D. Budd.
On Egg Harbor
road, probably between what is now Hough and Eg
bert Streets, were two building lots owned by John

Patrick Reynolds,

and John Goldy. There were also two or
three lots on the east side, south end of Jervis Street,
running, however, only half-way through to Hanover
Street.

Stewart

On the south side of the creek, east of the road,
was a large lot owned by Job Kindles.
On the west
side of the road, next to the bridge, was a lot marked
" Fullin's house,"
which no doubt was the house oc
cupied by the man that operated the fulling-mill.

Then came Forge Street, running west from the main
street or road to forge, fulling-mill, and coal-house.
Next south of Forge Street was the old blacksmithshop, and next south stood the "forgeman's" house.
The old forge or iron-works and fulling-mill stood on
or nearly on the site now occupied by the present
saw-mill.

At that date there was no Hough, Egbert, Jane,
and Elizabeth Streets or Budd Avenue.
The busi-
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ness was all on Hanover Street, a few residences on
Jervis Street, and where the beautiful residences are
now standing on Elizabeth Street then stood the
lofty monarchs of the forest.
Pemberton Borough in 1882. — The Hampton
Hanover of 1725 and New Mills of 1825 differed
widely from the Pemberton of 1882.
At the first date there was but the old " Thundergust-mill"
on Budd Run, with probably not more
than two or three dwellings, and possibly an apology
for a, store. At the second date New Mills, on the
Rancocas, a half-mile distant, had been built ; an
iron-works
in full operation, a flourishing village
just being incorporated as a borough, and every busi
ness scheme floating on the high tide

of prosperity.
the forge and furnace, fulling-mill and
tannery are among the things that were.
The forge
has given way to the saw-mill, the furnace to the
churchyard, the fulling-mill to the greensward, and
the old tannery to building lots. There are at present

In

1882

three churches, — Baptist, Methodist Episcopal, and
Protestant Episcopal ; grist- and saw-mill, owned
by Anthony S. Morris ; six general stores, by W. S.
Kirkbride, A. Early & Son, W. H. Bishop (who is
also postmaster), D. F. Gibbs, J. B. Hankins, and E.
Dobbins; drugs and hardware, S. S. Collom; drugs,
D. C.Wells; three blacksmith-shops,— J. Gr Field, C.
Ingling, W. Burroughs ; and one wheelwright, A. W.
Corey. There are also the usual number of shoe-shops,
cigar-shops, notion-stores, etc., to be found in any vil
lage of its size. There are also two hotels, public'school
building, two railroad depots (one at the north, built

in I860, and the other, at the south end of Hanover
Street, built in 1870), three-quarters of a mile apart.
The physicians are J. Grigg, E. Hollinshead, and
William P. Melcher; one cabinet-maker and under
taker, A. W. Grobler.
There is also at this place a
lodge of Odd-Fellows, also Knights of Pythias.
The
population of Pemberton in 1880 was seven hundred
and ninety-nine.

Civil Organization, — The following is
of the act of the Legislature incorporating
ough of Pemberton :

a, portion

the bor

"The inhabitants of the village of New Mills and its vicinity having
petitioned the Legislature for an act of incorporation, the following lawwas granted :
"State of New Jersey.

''An act to erect the village of Now Mills, in the County of Burling

ton, into a Borough, to be called the * Borough of Pemberton.'
"Section I. Be it enactedby the Council and GeneralAssemblyof this
State,and it is herebyenactedby theauthorityof the same,That from and
after the pasBingof this act the village
New Mills, situated nait in
the township of New Hanover, and part in the township of Northamp
ton, in the county aforesaid,shall be, and herehy is erected iuto a bor
ough, to be called and known by the name of the Borough of Pember
ton ; the extent of which borough is, and shall be comprisedwithin the
following bounds,to wit: Beginning in the public road leading from the
said village of New Mills to Juliustown, where Budd's run crossesthe
same and running from thencedown the said Budd's run Io the main
north branch of the Rancocas creek; thence up the said creek to the
mouth of Birch run; thence up the said Birch run, crossing the publick
road leading from said village of New Mills to Mount Holly, to inter
sect a line running along the south side of Nicholas -Street; thence
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along tho said line and the south side of Nicholas Street,crossingthe
publick road leading from New Mills to Vincentown, until it intersect?

Goldy run ; thence down the saidGoldy run to the said Rancocascreek;
thence up the said creek to a line betweenthe lands of Anthony S. Earl
find Thomas R. Howell; thence along said line, crossing the publick
road leading from New Mills to Hanover Furnace, and along the line
betweenthe lands of Thomas Swaim andJohn Bodine,to a small run of
water running through Joseph Murphy's meadow; thence down the
said run to Budd's run ; thencedowu the said Budd's run to the place of
beginning; and that the freeholdersand inhabitants residing within the
limits of the said borough,and their successorshereafter,shall be one
body corporateaud politic, iii deadand in name,and hy the name of the
borough and inhabitants of the borough of Pemberton,one body cor
porate and politic in deed and in name,and are hereby fully erected,
constituted,and confirmed; and by the nameof the Burgessand inhab
itants of the borough of Pemberton, shall have perpetual succession,
and by that nameshall, at all times hereafter,be able and capable in
law to acquire,have,hold, and possesslands, tenements,rents, liberties,
jurisdiction, franchises,and hereditaments,to them and their successors
in fee simple or for term of life or lives, year or years,or otherwise,and
also goodsand chattels,and all other things of whatsoeverkind soever,
with power to give, grant, sell, assign,transfer,or lease such real and
personal estate,and to do, execute,aud perform all and every act, mat
ter,or thing necessaryand proper to be donein and about the same,and
by the nameaforesaid,shall be able and capablein law to Bue,and be
sued,plead and be impleaded,answer and be answeredunto, defendand
be defendedin all or any of the courts of law or equity in this State,
and to make and usea commonseal,and the same to alter or renew at
pleasure.
"Sect. 2. And beit enacted.That it shall and may be lawful for all free
white male inhabitants above the age of twenty-one years, and who
shall have resided within the limits of the borough aforesaid,for the
space of six months immediately preceding the day of election,to
meet at the house now occupied by Samuel Cline, in the said borough,
ou the first Monday in May next, at the hour of two in the afternoon of
that day, and then and there, by plurality of votes,elect one freeholder
residing within the limits of the said borough,to be chief burgess of
the said borough, and six reputable freeholders, being inhabitantsof
the said borough,to be called the Council of the Baidborough ; that the
said Chief Burgess and Council of the said borough soto be electedshall
meetat the place aforesaid on the Thursday next ensuing the election,
at the hour of two in the afternoon of that day, and prior to entering
upon the duties of their office,shall take and subscribean oath or affir
mation of office,which oath or affirmation of office any justice of the
peaceof the county aforesaid is hereby authorized to administer; and
thereuponthe said Chief Burgess and Council shall proceedto elect one
of the number of said Council to the office of assistantburgess,one
suitable person to lie clerk of the said borough, and who by virtue of
his said officeshall be treasurerof the saidCorporation,and one or more
suitable personsto be marshal of the said borough ; and the said Chief
burgess,assistant burgess,Council clerk, and marshal of the said bor
ough shall continue iu officefor the term of one year."
lection 3 empowersthe inhabitants of the borough, qualified to vote,
to meeton tlw first Monday in May, 1828,and annually at such time
and place as shall be designated,for the election of chief burgessand
six councilmen, and gives the burgess and Council power to appoint
assistantburgess,clerk, and marshals.
Section4 providesfor officerselectedt'otake oath or affirm.
Section5 providesfor making laws for borough.
Section 6 provides for the assessmentand collection of taxesby the
assistant burgess,and the manner of appeal by the people,similar to
township laws.
Section 7 relatesto the duty of the treasurerof the corporation,who
is madecollector,also the manner of collecting delinquent taxes.
Section 8 definesthe duty of chief burgess and Council in relation to
keeping records properly.
Section9 makesthe chief burgess,assistantburgess,the Council, aud
marshals conservators of thei peace,with full powers to enforcethe
law.
" Sect. 10. And be it enacted,That the said burgessand Council of the
said borough, at their annual or other meeting, Khali have the exclu
sive power to license all and every inn-keeper, tavern-keeper,and re
tailer of spirituous liquors residing within the said borough, subject to
the same provisions,and in likemnnner as the samemay be lawfully
done by the court of General Quarter Sessions of the peaceof said
county; provided, the sum directed to be paid by such inu-keeper,
tavern-keeper,or retailer of spirituous liquors for such license be paid
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over to the County Collector for the County of Burlington, for the use
of said county.
"Council Chamber,December 15, 1826. This bill having been three
times read in the Council, Resolved, that the same do pass.
" By order of Council.
"Silas Cook, Vice-President.
" House of Assembly, December12,1826. This bill having been three
times read and comparedin the House, Resolved,that the samedo pass.

"By order of the House.

" George B. Drake, Speaker."

act was passed by
altering and denning some sec
tions of the act creating the borough, passed Dec. 15,

March

12, 1839, a supplemental

the State Legislature
1826.

'Section 1 of this act defines the time when the oath
or affirmation of borough officers elected shall be
taken ; also declares that such officers shall subscribe
to an oath of allegiance to the State, and for the

faithful performance of their duties.
Section2 provides that the chief burgess shall keep the commonseal
of the borough, and preside at all meetings,and in his absencethe as
sistant burgess is clothed with all the powers of the burgess.
Section3 gives the Council additional power to pass ordinances,and
full power regulating the sanitary condition of the borough; also to
prevent driving on sidewalks with horses,mules, etc.
Section4 gives the Council power to alter or amend any ordinance
previously passed.
Section 5 provides for the recovery of penalties in the name of the
clerk of the borough, such penalties to be used for the benefit of the
borough.
Section6 provides for the introduction of borough recordsin evidence
for or against the borough.
Sections7 to 11relate more particularly to actionsin law brought by
or against the borough; also repeal so much of the fourth and fifth and
eighth sectionsas are contrary to this supplement.
Section 6 of supplemental act passedApril 28,1871(readsasfollows:
" And be it enactedthat the Common Council of said borough, or a
the,"
majority of them in CommonCouncil assembled,shall have
etc.),
gives the power of granting licensewithin the borough limits to the
burgesB
chief
and Common Council, instead of the Court of Common
Pleas as heretofore,and gives the borough the benefit of any revenue
so raised.

No license

to sell spirituous

liquors has been granted

in the borough since this act went into effect.
Pioneer Town-Meeting. — At a meeting of the
inhabitants of the borough of Pemberton, held at the
house of Daniel Bennett (late Samuel Shinn), at two
o'clock in the afternoon of the 7th of May, 1827,
being the first Monday of that month, for the purpose
of electing borough officers, agreeable to the act of
incorporation,

James

Budd

was appointed

judge

of election, James Campbell, inspector, and Mayim
S. Powell, clerk, who were severally qualified by
Joseph Sleeper, Esq., and proceeded to receive the
votes of the electors. The polls having been closed at
five o'clock, the said officers of the election proceeded
to count the votes, when it appeared that the follow
ing persons were duly elected :
Chief Burgess, Samuel W. Budd ; Council, Samuel

Jones, Anthony S. Earl, Joseph J. Sleeper, William
Kinsinger, Joseph Budd, Stacy Bodine.
Signed by James Budd, judge of election; James
Pem
Campbell, inspector; Mayim- S. Powell, clerk.
berton, May 7, 1827.

" Pemberton, May 10,1827.
" The Chief Burgess and
Council electedon Monday, May 7th instant,
assembledat the houseof Daniel Bennett (late Samuel Shinn), this day,
Thursday May 10th, and were severally qualified according to the act
of incorporation. The Council proceededto the choice of an assistant
burgess,clerk, aud two marshals. On motion it was resolved that the
officersbe chosenby ballot, which resulted in the election of Joseph J.
Sleeper for assistantburgess,James Campbell clerk, David Colson, chief
marshal, and William Malsbury assistantmarshal, and the Council ad
journed to Monday next, the 14th, at 4 o'clock.
Burgess."
" Samuel W. Bupd,
Chief

The following is
councilmen,

a complete

list of chief burgesses,

and clerks from 1828 to 1882 :
CHIEF BURGESS.

Samuel W. Budd, 1828-32,1837-40,
Anthony S. Earl, 183J-33.
Samuel M. Woolston, 1834.
Joseph J. Sleeper,1835-36.
Isaac P. Coleman,1811-43,1845-54.
1856-58.

Tliomas Swaim, 1844,.1855.
Samuel C. Rambo, 1859-67.
Anthony S. Morris, 1868,1872-75.
No rt-cord1869-71.
Aaron Early, 1876-77.
Elwood Dobbins, 1878-82.

COUNCIL.
1828.—Anthony S. Earl , Joseph J. Sleeper,ThomasSwaim, StacyBodine,
William Kinsinger, William Bryan.
1829.—J. J. Sleeper, T. Swaim. W. Kinsinger, S. Bodine, W. Bryan,
Samuel Jones.
1830-31.—J. J. Sleeper,A. S. Earl, T. Swaim, Charles F. Lott, Joseph
Budd, Aaron Gaskill.
1832.—Samuel W. Budd, J. J. Sleeper,David Colston, Solomon Middleton, James Borough, Stacy Bodine.
1833-34.—
S. W. Budd, J. J. Sleeper,D. Colston, Solomon Middleton, S.
Bodine, T. Swaim.
1835.—
Isaac P. Coleman,S. S. Middleton, T. Swaim, D. Colston, Benajah
Antrim, John Bodine.
1836.—
B. Antrim, I. P. Coleman, S. S. Middleton, John Bodine, T.
Swaim, William E. Kelle.
— T. Swaim, I. P. Coleman, S. S. Middleton, B. Antrim, Benjamin
1837.
C. Gibbs, JoBeph R. Robbins.
1838.—
T. Swaim, B. Antrim, I. P. Coleman, S. Bodine, David Colson,
William Bryan.
1839.—I. P. Coleman, B. Antrim, Isaac Hilliard, D. Colston, Andrew
Fort, S. S. Middleton.
1840.—
I. P. Coleman,A. Fort, B. Antrim, D. Colston, S. S. Middleton,
. Jacob Early.
Joseph C. Hooper,S. S. Middleton, Jacob Lee, Samuel M. Kinsin
1841.—
ger, Job H. Gaskill, William E. Kelle.
1842.—J. H. Gaskill, S. S. Middleton, J. C. Hooper, W. E. Kelle, J. Lee,
Gideon Farrow.
1843.—S. S. Middleton, J. Lee, W. E. Kelle, S. M. Kinsinger, William
Bryan, Job Gaskill.
1844.—
W. Bryan, D. Colston, J. Early, S. A. Gibbs, Ezekiel Malsbury,
JoBeph Johnson.
—
1845. J. H. Gaskill, S. M. Kinsinger, J. Lee, Samuel C. Rambo, Richard
Wilkins.
1846-5U—J. H. Gaskill, S. M. Kinsinger, R. Wilkins, J. Lee, S. C. Rambo,
S. S. Middleton.
1851.—
J. H. Gaskill, S S. Middleton, S. C. Rambo, R. Wilkins, J. Lee,
William W. Sloan.
1852.— II. Gaskill, S. C. Sambo, J. Lee, S. S. Middleton, William Wil
liams, W. E. Kelly.
1853—J. II Gaskill, S. C. Rnmbo, J. Lee, W. E. Kelly, W. Williams, Jon
athan Fox.
1854—J. H. Gaskill, S. C. Rambo, W. E. Kelly, W. Williams, Thomas L.
Norcross,Samuel M. Bryan.
1855.—
William Brjnu, William Murdock. E. S. Malsbury, James Riley,
John A. Wells, Caleb B. Vaughn.
1856.—J. H. Gaskill, W. E. Kelly, W. Wilkins, S. C. Rambo, Aaron
Reid, Aaron Early.
1857.—
J. H. Gaskill, S. C. Rambo, Aaron Early, W. E. Kelly, Aaron
Reid, Nathaniel Nunly.
1868—J. II. Gaskill, S. C. Rambo, W. E. Kelly, A. Reid, A. Early, John
0. Egbert.
1859-60.—
Elmer Crawford, James M. Hargrove, W.Williams, John Nip
pins, John R. Sapp, Joseph B. Butterworth.
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1861.—John Pippitt, J. R. Sapp, J. M. Hargrove, William Williams, E.
Crawford, J. B. Butterworth.
1862.—J. R. Sapp, J. Pippitt, Jonathan R. Smith, W. Williams, J. B. But
terworth, E. Crawford.
1863.—
J. Pippitt, J. R. Sapp,E. Crawford, J. Nippins, J. B. Butterworth,
John C. Egbert.
1864.—
E. Crawford, J. R. Sapp,J. B. Butterworth, J. Pippitt, J. C. Egbert,

Edwin R. Prickitt.
1865.—J. B. Butterworth, J. R. Sapp,E. Crawford, Edwin R. Prickitt, J.
Pippitt, J. C. Egbert.
1866-67.—
J. R. Sapp, E. Crawford, J. C. Egbert, Joseph A. Southwick,
C. A. Egbert, J. Pippitt.
1868.—E. Crawford, J. C. Egbert, J. A. Southwick, J. Pippitt, Benajah
Antrim.
1869-71.—
No record.
1872.—Theodore Budd, John Bell, William H. Bishop, Anthony J. Mor
ris, Benjamin King, Edward Remine.
1873.—T. Budd, A. J. Morris, J. Bell, Andrew F. Lippincott, Mordecai S.
Butterworth, CharleBP. Nutt.
1874.—T. liudd, M. S. Butterworth, C. P. Nutt, A. F. Lippincott, A. J.
Morris, Joseph B. Conklin.
1875.—T. Budd, William King, J. Bell, Elwood Dobbins,Charles Newell,
J. B. Conklin.
— W. King, E. Dobbins, Charles Newell, David Vanderveer, Benja
1876.
min Johnson, Joseph Scroggy.
— E. Dobbins, W. King, C. Newell, J. Scoggy, B. Johnson, Isaac
1877.
Shinn.
—J. Scroggy, B. Johnson, I. Shinn, C. Newell, James B. Hawkins,
1878.
Augustus W. Grobler.
—J. Scroggy,B. Johnson, A.J. Morris, Samuel S. Collom,Charles
1879-80.
H. Williams, Woolman Kirkbride.
1881-82.—
B. Johnson, A. J. Morris, S. S. Collom, C. H. Williams, W.
Kirkbride, A. W. Groble.
CLERKS.
1828-31.James Campbell.
1832-34.Benajah Antrim.
1835-50.William Malsbury.

Villages,

Hamlets, and Industries. — Hanover

is a small hamlet in the northeast corner of the town
ship which in the latter part of the latter and the
first quarter of the present century was a point of
considerable interest. Here was located the Hanover
"
Furnace, for the conversion of what is known as bog
ore" into iron of different qualities.
There was sup
posed to be large quantities of ore at this place, which
supposition proved to be correct, and for several years
large quantities were smelted and carted away at a
profit to the operators of the works.
However, when
the time came that railroads ran through the ironfilled mountains of a sister State, the Hanover works
were compelled to succumb to the enterprising oppo
sition, and about 1850 the business at this place was
At present there is a small saw-mill and
abandoned.
half a dozen dwellings.

Mary Ann Forge, so named from the fact, of
there once having been an iron forge in operation at
this place, is located about five miles east of Pem
Borough, on Mount Misery Run, and, like
No one
was once a business little hamlet.
intelligent idea of the
. in the township can give an
date of building the forge at this place, or the date at
berton

Hanover,

Two or three dwell

ings comprise the hamlet.
Brown's Mills, five miles east of Pemberton Bor
ough, and eleven east of the county-seat, is a small
hamlet

on the main

north

This, too, was once quite a business place,
named in honor of Abraham Brown, then owner of
the town. The property is now owned by Newell &
Ridgway, of Philadelphia, who have a large hotel or
Creek.

boarding-house

for the accommodation

of the hun

dreds of visitors that flock hither during the hunting
and fishing season.
There is at present a large hotel
and boarding-house, school-house, Methodist Epis
copal Church, two stores by Vaughn & Kinsley and

M. V. Hargrove, who is also the village postmaster,
grist- and flouring-mill of J. N. Smith & Brother, saw
mill by George Cope; also blacksmith, wheelwright,
shoemakers, and other like branches of trade, with a
population of about one hundred inhabitants.

New Lisbon is situated three miles east of Pem
berton Borough, and nine from Mount Holly, and on
the north branch of Rancocas Creek, on the line of
the Pemberton and New York Railroad, owned and
operated by the Pennsylvania
Railroad; also at the
old southern terminus of the Kinkora, Columbus and
New Lisbon Railroad, known as the Kinkora Branch
of the Pennsylvania road.

When or by whom the first mills at this place were
built we were unable to ascertain.
However, the
present mills were built in 1811 by William L. Earl,
who sold to Joseph Horner, and in 1831 they were

purchased

1851-68.Joseph L. Morton.
1872-82.Joseph M. Reeve.
1868-71.No record.

which business was suspended.
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branch

of the Rancocas

by Shinn Oliphant, grandfather of the
present owner, Mr. Eayre Oliphant.
There was in the
forepart of this century an iron-works or forge at this
place, but by whom it was built or how long it was
in operation no one now living seems to know. Shinn
Oliphant's purchase was eighty acres, which covered
the forge, mills, store, and dwellings, while at present
his grandson owns two hundred acres, including the
The old Oliphant house,
mills, store, and dwellings.
standing on the north side of the creek, was built in
1832, and the one in which Eayre Oliphant now lives
was built in 1846.
When the Oliphants came here in 1831 the sur
rounding country was covered with a heavy growth
of pine and oak timber. As soon as the old tramway
road was built to Kinkora, thousands of cords of wood
were drawn over by mule-power to Kinkora, to supply
the old Camden and Amboy road, which then burned
wood in their engines. This was before it was known
that anthracite coal could be used as a steam gener
ator on railroads.
These former forests have given
place to fertile fields and extensive cranberry bogs.
The land-owners at and around Lisbon in 1830 to
1850 were John Black, who owned the woodland im

mediately around New Lisbon ; Joseph Smith was
also a large land-owner in the vicinity ; John Cham
bers and Restore Lamb also owned large tracts in this

vicinity. The first cranberry bog planted at this place
was by Restore Lamb, who put out about six acres on
what is known as savannah land, which for a few
years produced abundantly.
Savannah land soon
proved a failure, and the present successful mode
was
adopted. The cranberry-growers who ship their
fruit
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at New Lisbon are Alfred Black, Great Pond Cran
berry Company, Howard White, Isaac P. Goldsmith,
Charles Folwell, Joseph White, Garrison
& Bills,

Tilton & Conover, and others.
The Methodist Church at this place was built about
1874, and cost about one thousand dollars.

The Burlington County Almshouse is located within
the bounds of the New Lisbon school district, and
contributes largely to make up the population of this
small town. There is at present at this place a church,
school-house, almshouse, grist-mill, saw-mill, store,
railroad

station, telegraph-, express-, and post-office,

of which E. Oliphant is postmaster.
Magnolia. — This fragrant name is given to two
very small hamlets, situate about one and a half miles
south of Pemberton Borough at two road crossings,
about three-quarters of a mile distant from each other.
The school-house, for which ex-Sheriff Hilliard gave
the ground, is located midway between the crossings.
The eastern corners were formerly known as Turkey-

a

little before.

teachers,

allopathic

He

and when

one of the
necessary always
was

of birch,

"old-school"
administered

as can easily be proven

by
calling in evidence the venerable John Kinsinger,
of Pemberton Borough. Mr. Bull was classed among
the most accomplished teachers of that day, and died
at the ripe old age of eighty-two years, and his re
doses

mains were deposited-in the Baptist Cemetery.
Wil
liam Mann, the other pioneer teacher of the present
century, taught school in what was known as the
" Circuit Parsonage,"
standing at that early date on
the site now occupied by the store of D. F. Gibbs.
Mr. Mann was also an accomplished teacher, and

He was also a local
greatly beloved by his pupils.
preacher in the Methodist denomination, and very
acceptable to the people in that capacity.
There are at present seven school districts in the
township, of which we herewith give a few statistics
from report of 1880, the latest at hand :

which are as much used by the inhabitants when
speaking of each as that of the more beautiful and
less appropriate
There are two
name, Magnolia.
stores at these towns, Charles Carpenter and Thomas

New Hanover District, No. 54, located in the
northeast part of the township, received cash from all
sources in 1880, for school purposes, $3j00 ; value of
school property, $200 ; total children in district of
school age, 49 ; months' school, 7 ; total children reg
istered, 41 ; average attendance, 14 ; one female

S. Haines.

teacher employed at $30 per month.

town, and the western crossing

as Scrapetown, names

formerly known and still spoken of
This place,
by the older inhabitants as Brumaghim.
situate in the west part of the township, about four
miles from Mount Holly, on the Rancocas Creek, was
at one time in the far past quite a business centre.
When or by whom the pioneer mills at this place were

Birmingham,

• built is not known

to any of the present generation
of dwellers in Pemberton, but supposed to have been
built by a man named Howell. There is a grist-mill,
saw-mill,

railroad

- carpet-factory.

station and telegraph office, and a

The property has been owned for
several years by E. O. Bartlett, who, in the early part
of 1882, sold to Hon. H. B. Smith, of Smithville, who
thus secures all the water-power on the Rancocas
between Mount Holly and Pemberton.
Schools. — Just when the pioneer school in this

township or borough was opened for the better edu
cation of the young and rising generation is not posi
tively known, and tradition, with his oft-repeated
guesses and surmises and general truthfulness, fails
to enlighten

the present generation

upon that par

ticular point, as well as to who the pioneer " knight
of the birch and ferule'' was.
The first teacher or
teachers that we can gain any knowledge of,. and who
taught in or around Pemberton Borough, were John
Bull and William Mann, the latter, father of Hon. Wil

liam B. Mann, of Philadelphia. How long either of
them taught in New Mills, for that appears to be the
place where the first school was taught in either bor
ough or township, is not in the memory of the oldest
inhabitant.
However, Mr. Bull taught a school in an
old building that stood a little north of the present
Methodist parsonage as early as 1800, ahd probably

Brown's Mills District, No. 55. —Total cash
received from all sources for school purposes, $317.99 ;
value of school property, $500; total number of chil
dren in district, 124 ; months' school, 10 ; number of
children registered, 77 ; average attendance, 23 ; one
male teacher employed at $32 per month.

New Lisbon District, No. 56.— Total cash- re
ceived from all sources for school purposes, $338.29 ;
value of school property, $400 ; total number of
scholars in district, 89 ; months' school, 10 ; average
attendance, 32; total scholars registered, 71 ; one fe
male teacher employed at $35 per month.
Coates District, No. 57.— Total amount received
for school

purposes, $371.50 ; value of school prop
erty, $200; total scholars in district, 102; months'
school, 9.5 ; number registered, 50 ; average attend
ance, 23 ; one male teacher
month.

employed

at $40

per

Pemberton District, No. 58.— Total amount re
ceived for school purposes, $1279.55 ; value of school
property, $3500 ; total number of scholars in district,
241 ; total registered, 187 ; average
attendance, 105 ;
months'
school, 10; one male teacher at $66.67 per
month, and two female teachers at $37.50, each.
Magnolia District, No. 59.— Total amount re

ceived for school purposes, $419.47 ; value of school
property, $800 ; total number of scholars in district,
105 ; total registered, 105 ; average
attendance, 38 ;
months'
school, 9.5 ; one female teacher employed at
$33.32 per month.

Birmingham

District, No. 60.— Total amount
received for school purposes, $732.11 ; value of school
property, $1500 ; total number of scholars in district
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registered, 78 ; average attendance, 42 ;
school, 10 ; one male teacher employed at
$43.90 per month.
Burial-Places. — The principal burial-places for the
township of Pemberton are within the borough limits,

93 ; total
months'

one owned by the Baptist and the other by the Meth
odist Church.
From the Baptist grounds we have
extracted the following partial inscriptions, sufficient
for the date of death and age of some of the inter
ments : James B. Uncle, died Oct. 28, 1855, aged 55 ;
Samuel Jones, born Dec. 11, 1801, died Oct. 23, 1863;

James McGirk, Company
unteers, born Aug. 23,

I,

Fourth New Jersey Vol

1839, died Feb. 17, 1874;
Sarah Jones, died March 2, 1863, aged 62; Charles
B. Jones, born Feb. 18, 1829, died Oct. 24, 1868;

Mary Ann Colkitt, born July 7, 1832, died Feb. 1,
1870; Burr Early, died May 30, 1875, aged 50; Rich
ard Carpenter, died June 14, 1866, aged 65 ; Abel
Watkinson, born March 7, 1781, died Sept. 4, 1828;
Debora Watkinson, born Aug. 3, 1782, died Jan. 12,
Mary Timmons, born Oct. 29, 1800, died Feb.
Mary J. Early, born Oct. 20, 1850, died Jan.
11, 1875 ; Lydia Naylor, born Jan. 2, 1844, died April
24, 1876; Eli Mathis, died March 17, 1874, aged 81 ;
Samuel Woolston, died June 26, 1873, aged 66 ; Eliza
beth A. Gibbs, born Sept. 30, 1837, died Jan. 31, 1876 ;
Mary King, born Sept. 5, 18Q7, died Jan. 25, 1879 ;
Capt. Howard King, Company C, Fourth New Jersey
died Aug. 12, 1870, aged 35 ; Sallie
Volunteers,
Garthwaite, died Jan. 30, 1880, aged 29; Josephus
Sooy, born Jan. 31, 1786, died April 7, 1865; Sarah
1835 ;

8, 1876 ;

Sooy, born June 18, 1802, died Sept. 7, 1876 ; Jona
than L. Sooy, born Dec. 6, 1820, died May 22, 1879 ;
Stacy Lippincott, died Sept. 1, 1879, aged 67 ; Jane
D. Lippincott, born Oct. 29, 1806, died May 5, 1873 ;
Jane T. Lippincott, died Sept. 14, 1849, aged 59;
Stacy B. Lippincott, born Jan. 2, 1789, died May 18,
1845; Alice P. Lippincott, born April 28, 1787, died
Sept. 18, 1844; Catharine Martin, died Dec. 30, 1848,
aged 74; Joseph H. Shemelia, died March 14, 1874,
aged 65 ; Howard Budden, born April 3, 1849, died
May 29, 1879; Kenneth Britton, died Sept. 2, 1874,
aged 90 ; Elizabeth Scroggy, aged 75 ; Joseph Sweet,
born Oct. 2, 1774, died July 20, 1855 ; Hannah Sweet,
died Aug. 4, 1856, aged 78 ; Thirza Jones, died Sept.
8, 1872, aged 65 ; Nancy Cathcart, died May 3, 1855,

J.

B., 1837; Elizabeth Norcross, died Feb.
aged 77; Jonathan Sutts, died May 13,
1839, aged 55 ; Mary Sutts, died Aug. 15, 1 854, aged
81; Elizabeth Alcott, died Jan. 21, 1846, aged 74;
aged 72;
13,

1877,

Zacheus Alcott, died

June

19, 1833, aged 66 ;

Francis

Briggs, died June 1, 1765, aged 50; Amelia Briggs,
died July, 1752 ; Sarah Briggs, died Feb. 4, 1765, aged

Mary Briggs, died Feb. 7, 1765, aged 24 ; Mar
maduke Fort, died March 23, 1795, aged 85 ; Mary
Fort, died April 25, 1786, aged 66; Vincent Leeds,
died Dec. 5, 1767, aged 54; Richard Watkinson, died
Jan. 1, 1816, aged 72; Martha Watkinson, died Nov.
died Aug. 20,
20, 1830, aged 80 ; Joshua Woolston,
22 ;
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1860, aged 64; Thomas F. Budd, died March 5, 1849,
aged 60 ; Ann Budd, died Aug. 20, 1839, aged 47 ;
Beriah Ewan, died Nov. 23, 1847, aged 62; Rebecca
Ewan, died Dec. 7, 1848, aged 69 ; Isaac Lee, died
Dec. 11, 1860, aged 89 ; Hannah Lee, died Jan. 28,

Job Rogers, died Feb. 7, 1799, aged
Rogers, died April 8, 1792, aged 44;
Daniel Estill, died Aug. 11, 1815, aged 75; Rhoda
1854,

59;

aged

61 ;

Margery

Estill, died Jan.
died

July

17,

16, 1852, aged 76; Henry Chambers,
aged 68; Elizabeth Chambers,

1822,

died Aug. 27, 1804, aged 49 ; Ann Chambers, died
Sept. 21, 1826, aged 65 ; John Chambers, born March
30', 1797, died Oct. 11, 1880; Eliza Chambers, born
Sept. 15, 1795, died Jan. 16, 1848 ; Susan Wright, died
Sept. 16, 1858; John Goldy, died Oct. 8, 1833, aged
56; Amelia Goldy, died Nov. 26, 1845, aged 65;
Joseph S. Warren, died Sept. 3, 1818, aged 70 ; John
9, 1852, aged 80; John Bull, died
Oct. 29, 1857, aged 82 (Mr. Bull was a fine classical
scholar, and for many years taught the public school

Dubell, died May

in Pemberton) ; Catharine Dubell, died Feb. 1, 1847,
aged 75 ; Harriet A. Swaim, born April 10, 1815, died
Sept. 1, 1865; Judge Thomas Swaim, died Sept. 15,
1861, aged 78 ; Mary Swaim, died Jan. 3, 1859, aged

Joseph Willetts, born March 20, 1773, died Oct.
Willetts, born Oct. 6, 1777, died
June 19, 1855; Thomas Edman, died Feb. 19, 1870,
aged 78; Amy Heisler, died Nov. 1, 1866, aged 69;
David Colson, died Feb. 24, 1848, aged 65 ; Joseph
Collins, died July 29, 1811, aged 49; E. R., 1778;
John Chumard, died Dec. 8, 1772, aged 34 (there is a
81 ;

31, 1854; Charlotte

large pine-tree growing over Chumard's grave) ; Wil
liam Hooper, died Aug. 30, 1839, aged 71 ; William
Pippitt, died May 15, 1853, aged 73 ; Benjamin Tay
lor, died Oct. 8, 1822, aged 45; Mary Taylor, died

aged 88; John Early,
Aug. 24,
49; Mary Early, died July 1, 1879, aged
88 ; Nathaniel Nunnely, died June 1, 1872, aged 64 ;
William Powell, died Dec. 31, 1866, aged 70 ; Rachael

May

28, 1862,

1836, aged

Powell, died Nov. 1, 1869, aged 70 ; Mary Goldy, died
March 24, 1846, aged 44; Hannah Alcott, born May
1, 1795, died Sept. 17, 1866, from injuries received
during the passage of a tornado over the township.
The house in which she lived was entirely demolished,
and she was carried some distance and lodged in the
branches of a large tree, from which perilous posi
tion she was rescued toward the latter part of the
day, and died the next day, September 17th. The
farm over which the tornado passed is now owned by
Jacob Gaskill, died Feb. 13, 1838, aged

S. Bodine.

63; Esta Gaskill, died April. 14, 1859, aged 78.
From the Methodist burial-ground in rear of the
church, east side of Hanover Street, we herewith
give a few of the inscriptions upon the head-stones

and monuments in that city of the dead :
Elizabeth Campbell, born Nov. 2, 1757, died Oct.
23, 1828 ; Levi Budd, died Oct. 15, 1828, aged 77 ;
Mary Budd, died Dec. 29, 1821, aged 64; Rev. Theo
dore T. Budd, died

July

10, 1810, aged 27; Rev.

Wil-
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liam Budd, died Sept. 28,
died June 29, 1786, aged
27, 1796, aged 57 ; Rev.

1809, aged 67 ;

Letitia Budd,
May

42 ; Samuel Budd, died

John Merrick,

died

July

30,

John

Mason, born Jan. 3, 1767, died
Jan. 10, 1810; Lydia McArthur, died Jan. 21, 1809,
aged 24 ; Thomas Budd, died Oct. 17, 1797, aged 22 ;
1790, aged

39;

Ruth Budd, died March 25, 1787, aged 32; Hannah
Budd, died Jan. 26, 1800, aged 56 ; Debora Sexton,
died

April

9, 1852,

aged 71 ;

John

May

Claypoole, died
died Dec.

11, 1813, aged §5 ; Tomeson Claypoole,
21, 1823, aged 45; Elizabeth Shinn, died
1804, aged 56; Samuel W. Budd, 1854;

April

Joseph

11,

J.

Budd, born Feb. 23, 1805, died June 29, 1866 ; Wil
liam Springer, born Oct, 23, 1799, died Oct. 24, 1864;
Sarah Springer, born Nov. 18, 1789, died Sept. 23,
1865 ; Elijah B. Woolston, died Sept. 25, 1831, aged 34;
Samuel Keeler, died Nov. 17, 1859, aged 74; William
Keeler, died March 30, 1851, aged 70; Charles Bryan,
died Dec. 25, 1848, aged 48 ; Rev. Joseph J. Sleeper,

born Jan. 24, 1793, died Feb. 27, 1873; Ann Sleeper,
born July 27, 1798, died May 31, 1874 ; Mahlon Bryan,
died Dec. 9, 1834, aged 32 ; John Bryan, died March
9, 1845, aged 37 ; Mary N. Shinn, died Dec. 12, 1846,
aged 84 ; Hannah Lawrence, born Dec. 24, 1788, died

June 29, 1866 ; Hope Reeves, died June 18, 1844, aged
69; Jacob Asay, died Oct. 16, 1855, aged 72; Charity
L. Asay, died Dec. 4, 1867, aged 82 ; Charles Early,
died May 25, 1868, aged 76 ; Rebecca Gamble, born
Benjamin C.
June 10, 1795, died April 21, 1873 ;
April
born
died
30,
Oct.
Gibbs,
1804,
30, 1859 ; Joseph
Chambers, died May 22, 1878, aged 67; William H.
Pheasant, died May 14, 1864, aged 23 ; Ann Sweet,
born Jan. 23, 1793, died Dec. 22, 1864; John Roff,
died March 6, 1855, aged 77 ; Samuel Webster, died
Nov. 3, 1851, aged 78 ; Benedict Nespaum, born Feb.
24, 1786, died Aug. 17, 1855; Ann Jones, died April
14, 1874, aged 75; Aaron Jones, died Jan. 11, 1856,
aged 64 ; Benjamin

Butterworth, died Feb. 1877, aged
Butterworth, died Sept. 1869, aged 85 ;
Betsey A. Wilson, born July 18, 1808, died Nov. 30,
1876 ; William B. Curtis, born May 2, 1782, died May
4, 1858; Thursa Read, died Jan. 20, 1857, aged 77;

77 ; Rachael

Holloway, Sr., died June 25, 1866, aged 87;
Peter Holloway, Jr., died March 29, 1877, aged 61 ;
Ezekiel Sooy, born June 7, 1807, died Feb. 1, 1866;
Charlotte A. Atkinson, died March 31, 1871, aged 51 ;

Peter

William G. Johnson, died March

29, 1873, aged 63;
Wesley Bowker, born Feb. 16, 1838, died April
1, 1867 ; Rev. Samuel Budd, died June 27, 1853, aged
69 ; Elizabeth, died Sept. 8, 1864, aged 83 ; Ann Page,
died Jan. 7, 1864, aged 67 ; Samuel K. Budd, born

John

Oct. 1, 1790, died Dec. 26, 1857 ; John F. Budd, born
8, 1795, died Aug. 3, 1872; Hon. Joseph L.
Morton, born June 27, 1812, died June 21, 1879;
Rebecca A. Sprowl, died May 31, 1878, aged 48 ; Dr.

April

Aaron Reed, died Dec. 12, 1878, aged 55 ; Mary Gibbs,
born Dec. 6, 1803, died March 7, 1875 ; Hon. George
F. Fort, M.D., Governor of New Jersey from 1851 to
1854, born

June

30, 1809, died

April

22, 1872 ; Samuel

R. Gaskill, born Oct. 6, 1798, died Oct. 31, 1881 ;
Thomas Page, died Nov. 29, 1855, aged 65 ; Solomon
S. Middleton, died July 15, 1878, aged 76 ; Stacy W.
Budd, born May 21, 1809, died Jan. 16, 1882 ; William
Budd, born Sept. 13, 1817, died Aug. 29, 1871 ; Thomas
Bodine, born June 4, 1791, died Jan. 15, 1849; Mary
Ann Bodine, born Dec. 19, 1797, died Sept. 30, 1872;
Joseph B. Duncan, born Oct. 8, 1802. died Dec. 15,

1851; Jacob Norcross, died April 10, 1851, aged 80;
Sarah Norcross, died April 14, 1849, aged 75 ; Charles
Bodine, born Jan. 26, 1803, died Jan. 25, 1878; John
Fort Bodine, died Sept. 29, 1872, aged 64; Rev. John.
Bodine, died May 2, 1848, aged 72; Charles Antrim,
born Jan. 2, 1831, died Feb. 28, 1874; Ripley T. Mar
tin, died Aug. 11, 1877, aged 54; William Ewen, died
11, 1850, aged 77 ; Thomas Gaskill, died July 13,
1851, aged 67 ; Rebecca Ewen, born Nov. 2, 1777, died

May

Bodine, born Oct. 21, 1783, died
William A. Wells, 23d N. J. Vol.,
died Feb. 8, 1863, in Windmill Point Hospital, Va. ;
Hannah Lane, born Nov. 24, 1784, died Oct. 8, 1868 ;
James Hogan, died March 29, 1875, aged 56; Stacy
W. Powell, born March 25, 1809, died Aug. 31, 1881 ;
1858; Rev.

June

Stacy

26, 1867;

Rebecca Fenimore, died April 1, 1847, aged 93 ; Miriam
Bunn, died June 15, 1851, aged 65; John C. Egbert,
born April 27, 1810, died April 3, 1875; Barzillia
Carr, born May 22, 17.96, died May 20, 1866 ; Eliza
Mason, born March 9, 1794, died Oct. 11, 1830; Wil
1796,'
liam Bryan, Sr., born Nov. 5,
died March 27,
1879; Samuel Clevenger, died Jan. 6, 1866, aged 72;
Beulah Clevenger, died Dec. 15, 1872, aged 85 ; Robert

L. Robbins, born Aug. 14, 1793, died Aug. 5, 1859;
Elizabeth Fort, died Feb. 28, 1879, aged 75 ; William
Garrison, M.D., died May 22, 1813, aged 28; John
Budd, died Sept. 8, 1785, aged 55 ; Rev. Peter Van.
Nest, died Oct. 17, 1850, aged 91 ; Rev. Andrew Fort,
born Feb. 8, 1787, died Oct. 12, 1860 ; Rev. James
Campbell, died Dec. 31, 1840, aged 79 ; Rev. Daniel
Fidler, born Aug. 26, 1771, died Aug. 26, 1842; Mar
garet Fidler, born Dec. 2, 1786, died
Oct. 27, 1857.
Pemberton Baptist Church.— In 1750 a Baptist
named Francis Briggs, probably a member of Co
hansey Church, moved into this pleasant and fruitful
district.
He was a true man. He had no idea of
being anywhere anything but a faithful Christian
and a faithful Baptist,
He opened his house for the
worship of God.
He invited Baptist ministers to
visit him and preach. The immediate result was

that three persons were converted and immersed unto
Christ, and the four disciples formed the nucleus of
a church.
The next thing was a place of worship.

In

with noble zeal and devotion, this little band
Michael Woolston deeded a lot
of land to Francis Briggs as " trustee of the Baptist
Society."
It is a curious fact that in this deed we
are, at least once, called "Anabaptists."
How this
designation, which our fathers deemed false and re
proachful, was permitted to slip in does not appear,
perhaps through carelessness. The little
house is
1752,

set about the work.
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years.

character, and, if need be, depose him.
was so the church, in the opinion of the
writer, committted a great error and act of disorder,
entirely without scriptural sanction and subversive of
polity.1
But
any well-regulated system of church

in

what was the occasion or character of this disastrous
It would ap
conflict we have no means of knowing.
pear that the Philadelphia Association judged Mr.

as being thirty feet square, with pulpit in
angles."
one corner, and "galleries in the opposite
This quaint structure stood for eighty-five years, and
was used for the worship of God about seventy-one

described

It was built near the southwest corner of the
present cemetery, and was a noble monument of the
fidelity of that little band of four. From its erection
1752 to 1764

some ministerial

by the Philadelphia Association,
baptized.

In

1763,

Francis Briggs died.

help was afforded
and four others were

He did not live to

and the first pastor settled.
But he was the founder of Pemberton Church, and
his record is on high.
If our scattered members
everywhere should pursue a similar course, testifying

see the church

organized

to the truth and laboring for Christ, how many souls
might be saved ! how many Baptist congregations
Baptist"
might be gathered! The "lone
should never
lose himself in the world or in other denominations.
He should consider himself as the divinely appointed
germ of a Baptist interest.
All honor to Francis

ministerial

If

this

Branson unworthy of their fellowship, and warned
These troubles
the churches against him in 1781.
But after
are said to have been composed in 1778.
such a period of disorder and anarchy the church
must have found itself weakened, shorn of moral
Such re
power, and shattered in all its interests.
There was no
sults ever follow from such causes.
pastor till 1781.
" was ordained pastor
Rev. David Loughborough
of the church by Dr. Samuel Jones, March 25, 1781."
He remained only about a year; he probably found
the elements still disturbed ; he was afterwards pastor

of several churches;

his wife, Amy Gaskill, was of

this place.

In 1763, Rev. Peter P. Van Horn moved into the
neighborhood with his family.
Much encouraged,
the little company of disciples were organized as a
church June 23, 1764, with Mr. Van Horn as pastor.
The constituent

members were Mr. Van Horn and

his son William (as is supposed), John Estill, Eliza
beth Estill, Rachel Briggs (who with Francis Briggs
constituted the little band that built the house of
Samuel Jones, Susan Ellis, Ruth Ellison,
Lydia Powell (the four afterwards baptized, as above
named).
Who the first deacon or deacons were does
The
not appear, nor who constituted the church.
church first appears as a member of the Philadelphia
worship),

Association in 1764, the year of its formation.
The periods in our history seem to be three : First,
a period of weakness, growth, disaster, and recovery,
from 1764 to 1816, when Rev. John Rogers became
pastor. Second, a period of growth and enlargement,
culminating in the erection of the present house of
And third, our recent history from
worship in 1861.
1861 to 1873.

Mr. Van Horn was a Pennsylvanian, born 1719.
He was educated a Lutheran, but becoming a Baptist
in 1741 was immersed, and was ordained at Pennepeck
in 1747, being pastor there (now Lower Dublin) for
fifteen years ; he was pastor at New Mills, as Pem

berton was then called, for some four years ; he left
1768 ; was pastor of several, churches ; died in
years ; his
Salem, 1789 ; there was no pastor for three
Baptist
minister.
son William became a

in

Mr. Branson came to New Mills from Middletown.
The church called him, and he was ordained here
About this time the church passed
Dec. 22, 1770.
In 1772 a great disturbance
cloud.
dark
under a
June 27th,
One party excluded the other.
arose.

pastor was excluded.
So far
strangely enough, the
pass
upon
called
to
his
appears
was
council
no
as
26

From 1782 to 1798 this church had no pastor. For
the first six or eight years Rev. Peter Wilson, of
Hightstown, reputed a pious and useful man, "sup
plied them," but how often he preached we know
After him Rev. Joseph
not. He baptized fifty-five.
Upper
Freehold. Compen
Stevens, in connection with
sation in those days for preaching, whether of pastors
supplies,"
or "
must have been very small.
Mr. Ste
vens is believed to have been not only a good, but an
able and studious man. He baptized twenty here.

"From 1793 to 1798, a period of five years, the
church had no stated supply, but in all probability
were encouraged and helped by Benjamin Hedger
and Isaac Carlile, both of whom we suppose were
licentiates of the church."

In

1797 the church numbered ninety-one members.
had weathered the storm and learned (it is to be
hoped) a salutary lesson.
Rev. Alexander Magowan had been a member at

It

Hightstown, and was ordained, probably, over a little
at Penn's Manor, nearly opposite Trenton.
is believed that he was introduced here by Rev.
Peter AVilson.
He is described as a man of more
church

It

ordinary natural ability, evangelical, humble,
and devoted.
He became pastor in 1798 and re
mained seven years, being very successful.
He im
mersed one hundred and ten. From here he went to
than

Marlton (then Evesham) Church, and afterward emi

grating to Ohio, died from injuries received by an ac
In 1802 fifty-two members
cident on the journey.
1 In 1768,the year when Mr. Van Horn left, the following item was
enteredon the minutes of the Philadelphia Association:
" Someof the New Mills peoplerequestedthe help of this Association
in a caseof difficulty between them and tlieir minister. Agreed that
Rev. Isaac Eaton, Rev. Samuel Jones, Mr. James Mott, and Mr. John
Stout do visit them on the 4th Lord's day in Nov., at 10 o'clock." It is1
to be regrettedif, in the difficulty with Mr. Branson, the church did not
ask similar aid and counsel.
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were dismissed to form the Mount Holly Baptist
Church, the eldest daughter of the Pemberton Church.
About the time that Mr. Magowan left Pemberton,
Thomas Swaim moved here and united (by letter no
He was only twenty-two,
doubt) with the church.
but was soon elected deacon. He held that office till

his death in

In

1861.

Carlile appears on the minutes
of the Philadelphia Association as an ordained min
1805, Rev. Isaac

" supplied" several years,
that he
pastor
and was
only from 1811 to 1814.
During his
One or two
ministry the additions were fifty-one.
aged members remain whom he baptized.
He died

ister.

It is probable

here and was buried in our cemetery in 1815.
In 1811 the New Jersey Association was formed,
now called the West New Jersey Association.
In
1812 the New Mills (now Pemberton) Baptist Church
transferred

its membership,

as was meet, from

the

Philadelphia to this Association.
Since that time,
" little one become a
now sixty years, how has the

thousand!"

Stratton was a young man of promise,
of the Second Baptist Church of Phila

Rev. Isaiah

a licentiate
delphia.
He was ordained

Michael Woolston to Francis Briggs. On this piece
of land the second house of worship was erected ; it
still stands, a perfectly plain and very substantial
It was occupied by the church for about
edifice.
forty years, and many pleasant memories cluster
about it. Still it is evident that a mistake was com
mitted as to location.
Many were anxious at the
time that a site should be chosen in the village proper.
The event proved the correctness of their judgment,

The house thus built was
which, indeed, is obvious.
forty-four by thirty-eight. It was sold in 1862 to
Hon. Job H. Gaskill, was used for school purposes
for about ten years, and is now the property of the
township of Pemberton, and elections are held there.
In 1824 the persons who deeded the land on which
this building stands to the church conveyed by deed
another lot of more than an acre to the trustees.
Upon this the original meeting-house was moved, and
being converted into a parsonage served as such till
1837.1

Rev. C. W. Mulford was a native of Salem, where
For some months he
he was baptzied and licensed.
" supplied" at Woodstown and Allowaystown. On the

here on Sunday, Feb. 20,
and Rogers and Rev. William
White, of Philadelphia, and Rev. Mr. Magowan (a
former pastor) are named as ministers present. But
the young pastor died after little more than two years

19th of October, 1830, being then about twenty-five,
he commenced his labors here.
He was ordained
November 27th following. The sermon was preached

of service, and was buried also in our cemetery.
During his brief ministry he baptized eight.
The church had now reached an important era in
its history ; it had been founded in prayer and faith
fulness, and had existed over half a century.
From
a little band of nine it had increased to the fair
number of one hundred and sixty-four, but it had
been pastorless at least thirty-two years out of fiftytwo, and its six pastors had averaged little more than
three years of service each.
Rev. John Rogers was of the Scotch-Irish race,
and a Presbyterian.
Soon after his settlement in
his native village of Dungannon, north of Ireland,
he became on intelligent conviction a Baptist.
Emi
grating to America in 1816, he was almost immedi
He held the office for
ately settled over this church.

Sept. 29, 1834, the church at Vincentown was or
ganized, consisting of twenty-nine members dismissed
from this church.
Mr. Mulford was the chief instru

1814.

Drs. Holcombe

twelve years. There were no large additions to the
membership during this time. Leaving in 1828, he
became pastor at Scotch Plains for twelve years
more, where extensive revivals occurred under his
ministry.
He labored also at other places, and died
at Paterson in 1849, aged sixty-six years.

At the time of his settlement, Jacob Woolston was
appointed deacon ; he died in 1834.
An important thing in his pastorate was the erec
tion of the second house of worship in 1823.
" In 1821, ' John Wick and Achsah, his
wife, Joseph
wife,'
for the good will and
Deacon and Beulah, his
church,"
affection they had for the
and in considera
conveyed
tion of one dollar,
to the trustees of the
church

one acre of land

adjoining that deeded by

by Dr. W. T. Brantly, of Philadelphia.

till

He remained

1835.

ment in accomplishing
this result.
He also laid
foundations for a similar enterprise at Columbus.
He was afterwards pastor at Frankford, Pa., and at

J.

Hightstown and Flemington, N.
; secretary and
president of the State Convention, and died 1864.
Rev. Timothy Jackson remained two years, and
baptized forty-six.
While he was here the old par
sonage was destroyed by fire (1837), with all the
records of the church.
standing as a minister.
pastor for one year.

He afterwards forfeited his
The church was without a

Rev. J. G. Collom had been pastor of several
churches, and came here from Danbury, Conn.
He
remained seven years, and baptized one hundred and
four. He resigned in 1846.
After other pastorates
he, in 1853, entered agency work for the Home Mis
sion Society, and died in their service, 1856.
He was
buried in our cemetery.
Some important events occurred
pastor

during his

One was the erection, in 1843, of a small chapel
in the town for the use of the Sunday-school and for
evening meetings, while morning service was still held
in the house on the hill. This was the result of a
compromise between those who perceived
the disad
vantages of the old location and those
who still clung
ate.

1 From the time of Mr. Rogers' resignation
to that of Mr. Mulford's
coming,about two years,the pulpit " was supplied" by Samuel
Harvey,
a licentiate of the church. He afterward went West.
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This chapel was built on land owned by Dea
con Swaim, and cost seven hundred dollars.
He
afterwards gave the lot to the church, who sold it
for eight hundred and fifty dollars to aid in erecting

to it.

our present house. It is now used by the Episcopal
congregation of Pemberton as their house of wor
ship.

Rev. D. S. Parmelee was a native of Vermont, and
He was ordained 1838,
formerly a Congregationalist.
at Half-Moon, N. Y. He commenced his labors here
July 1, 1846, and remained till June, 1851. During
this time he immersed seventy-nine persons. He is
now the esteemed pastor of Freehold Church. All
who served this church as pastors before Brother Par
All who have served it since
are living. In 1849 died Samuel Jones, aged eightyeight.
He had been a consistent member for sixty-

melee are deceased.

five years, a deacon something
and senior deacon forty years.

like half a century,
He was a good and

faithful man.
Rev. L. C. Stevens became pastor in 1851.
He was
from Maine.
One great reason for coming to New
Jersey was the hope of benefiting the health of his
wife ; but she soon died, and not long after he resigned
and returned to Maine.
Rev. Samuel M. Shute was ordained here Feb. 17,
It must strike the reader that Pemberton
Church has called to the pastorate a large number of
1853.

unordained men, consequently we have been favored
with many, ordinations.
He resigned in the summer
of 1856, and accepted a professorship in Columbian
College.
During his pastorate here he had lost his
young and amiable wife.
In 1853 the church bought the present parsonage
property for one thousand six hundred dollars. From
time to time various improvements have been made,

it has furnished a pleasant home to those who
have successively occupied it.
Rev. Thomas Goodwin
succeeded Mr. Shute in
three years.
He baptized thirty1856, remaining
and

He was born in England, a member of the
Episcopal Church, but being converted at eighteen,

seven.

became a Baptist,

and was immersed at New Haven,

Conn.

Levi G. Beck became pastor Sept. 1, 1859, and
till the end of June, 1864.
The chief
events of his pastorate were the erection of the pres
ent house of worship and a work of grace enjoyed in
Rev.-

remained

1864.

For years it had been becoming more and more
evident that the meeting-house of the church was not
in the right locality, and that a better house in the
central part of the village was an indispensable
necessity.
But there was not entire harmony in
regard to abandoning the old, inconvenient site, nor
in regard to the location to be chosen, nor in regard
to the expediency of immediate action. Of course the

But Levi G. Beck was a
difficulties were serious.
predestined church -builder, and all obstacles were at
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length overcome. The present site was chosen ; the
present substantial, neat, convenient, and comfortable
house erected. The walls were reared in troublons
times.
out.

Just after contracts were made the war broke

It was

considered hazardous to proceed, but the

building committee, Rev. Mr. Beck, James Logan, and
John G. Smalley, wisely judged it much more hazard
ous to pause.
The whole was done at an expense, for
house, grounds, sheds, fences, etc., of nine thousand
The entire amount was provided
and ninety dollars.
church
and
thus
the
were enabled to enjoy their
for,
new house free from debt. It would have been im
possible to build as good a house at any time since
without a very much larger outlay of money.

About this time improvements were made in the
of the cemetery.
We need not add that Mr. Beck, by his energy, per

condition

severance, and laborious

zeal, earned our gratitude.

The house of worship is his memorial.
The new church was opened for the worship of God
Sept. 19, 1861.
Rev. C. W. Mulford preached in the
morning, and Rev. D. S. Parmelee in the evening.
It was an era in the history of the church. Some'
what later an organ was procured.
The last year of Mr. Beck's pastorate was marked
by a work of grace, in which thirty-four were bap
tized, including a large number of young people.
Among the rest were eight first cousins, of whom seven
were baptized on the same day.

Mr. Beck left here to become pastor at Chester, Pa.,
where he built another church edifice.
Rev. J. H. Parks, who had previously been some
years in the ministry, had been chaplain United
States army for three years when he received a call
from this church (October, 1864), and came here from
Washington, D. C, commencing his labors- Dec. 1,

June 30, 1869.
James Logan, long a prominent, faithful,
and liberal member of the church, was removed by
1864, and closing them

In

1868,

death.

Rev. J. W. Willmarth, having resigned his charge
of the church in Wakefield, Mass., commenced his

pastorate here Oct. 1, 1869.
Feb. 19, 1870, died Deacon Thomas Edman, who
for very many years had been one of the "fathers of
the church." He was emphatically a good man. Of
that company of brethren prominent in church af
fairs who had long borne the heat and burden of the
day, the only one remaining in active service with us
is our venerable and beloved senior Deacon John

On the 24th of December the church
chose Absolom Edman to fill his father's place, and
the next day, at the communion season, he was set
apart to that office by prayer and the laying on
of the
pastor's hands.
From Sept. 1, 1871, to Sept. 1, 1872, the pastor was
Chambers.

absent from home the greater part of the time on a
special service for the American Baptist
Publication
Society, in promoting the general adoption of the
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The church had given their con
arranged that he should per
been
and
it
had
sent,
form his duties during this period, for the most part
He was able to preach in his own pulpit
by proxy.
new hymn-book.

a little more than one-fourth of the time, and to
perform scarcely any " pastoral work." But the pul
pit was well supplied, chiefly by the Rev. Dr. Weston,
president of Crozer Theological Seminary, students

only

from the same,
pastor's father.

and the Rev.

I. M. Willmarth,

the

He had removed to Pemberton in
He was formerly missionary to France, and
pastor of several churches in this country, and now
had almost entire pastoral charge for one year. He
greatly endeared himself to the people by his faith
fulness and the deep interest he manifested in their
1870.

welfare, and owing to his watchful care scarcely any
of the evils resulted which might have been other
of
wise apprehended from so great an "interruption

The pastor having successfully
the pastor's work.
prosecuted the business in hand, returned September,
1872, to his charge.
About this time S. D. Hendrickson, who had for
some time been a deacon and assistant to the pastor
in the charge of the Sunday-school, removed to Cali

His loss was deeply felt, as he was a ready
and faithful worker.
The church chose William E.
Gaskill to the vacant office Dec. 21, 1872, and the day
following he was Set apart thereto.
It may here be remarked that for some years the
fornia.

church has felt a growing interest in the cause of
pure versions, and the revised versions of the Bible
Union have been used to a very considerable extent

in the church service, in the families, and in the Sun
day-school.

In January,
in which
ministers.

1873, a

" three days' meeting" was
held,

the pastor was assisted by neighboring
So much interest and so large a spirit of

inquiry were manifested that this was followed

by
evening meetings for several weeks. Great care was
taken to avoid mere excitement and all machinery.
evangelist"
(so called) was employed.
No "
The
pastor was assisted by neighboring ministers, by the
Rev. W. H. H. Marsh, who was with us in faithful
labors more than two weeks, and by his father, who
rendered very valuable aid in the meetings.
The
result has been that twenty-seven have been im
mersed, besides two restored and two received by ex
perience.
The church has been considerably revived,
body of new members has been
added, including many young people of our congre
gation.

and an interesting

In the spring of 1873 a baptistery, with every con
venience, was placed in the church, at the cost of
Its use has been
one hundred and sixty-five dollars.
found delightful, as company after company of con
verts has been buried with Christ in baptism, in pres
ence of quiet and deeply interested congregations.
Rev. Mr. Wilmarth closed his pastoral labors with
this church in March, 1878, and

July

7th of the same

year the church called
Rev. Joseph C. Buchanan, of
Scotch Plains, N. J., who accepted the call and com
menced his labors Sept. 1,1878, and still continues its
faithful shepherd.

The present deacons, 1882, are Thomas S. Logan,
Edmon, William E. Gaskill, and Samuel H.

Absalom

Chambers.
Trustees, 1882, Jacob Lear, John S. Logan, John
G. Smalley, David Vanderveer, Samuel H. Chambers,
Augustus W. Gobler, and Samuel S. Collum ; treas
urer,

James B. Hankin ; clerk, S. H. Chambers.
in 1882 was one hundred and eighty-

Membership
seven.

Episcopal).1 —
The first
Grace Church (Protestant
services of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Pem
berton of which there is any record were held about
He was
the year 1840, by the Rev. Thomas Tanser.
succeeded in his missionary work by the Rev. Mr.
Whitehouse, the Rev. William Pasmore, the Rev. J.
A. Parsons, and others, who held occasional services.
The first resident missionary was the Rev. Mr. Par
in the fall of 1847.
sons, who came to Pemberton
Previous to his coming the services were held in the
Free Methodist Church, now a tenement-house on
Jarvis Street. In 1847 the lower floor of the OddFellows' Hall was rented and fitted
as a
up
chapel,
and was used for the services until 1861, when the
present building was purchased.
In 1852 the Rev.
Samuel W. Hallowell assumed the charge of the mis
sion. During his pastoral charge the parish was
incorporated under the corporate name of "The Rec

tor, Wardens, and Vestrymen of Grace Church, Pem
berton."
The following were elected officers of the
church : John Saltar and James A. Fenwick, wardens ;
and John Saltar, James A. Fenwick, Aaron S. White,

William Reid, and Dr. J. P. Coleman, vestrymen.
The act of incorporation
is signed by Samuel W.
Hallowell, minister in charge, and Dr. J. P. Coleman,
secretary.
It bears the date of April 20, 1854, and is
recorded in Book A of Incorporations, page 69, in
the clerk's office of the county of Burlington. The
Rev. Mr. Hallowell resigned the rectorship in 1856,

and was succeeded by the Rev. R. F. Chase.
He re
signed in 1858, and was succeeded
by Rev. Wellington
Forgus.
The present church building was built orig
inally for a Baptist Sunday-school room, and was
deeded by the trustees of the Baptist Society to the
rector, wardens, and vestrymen of Grace Church, May

23, 1861.
The deed is recorded in the county clerk's
office, in Book P of Deeds, page 622.
It was first used for services Sept. 1, 1861, and after
being freed from debt was finally, on April 5,
1868,

solemnly consecrated to the service of Almighty God
by the Right Rev. William H.
Odenheimer, D.D., the
bishop of the diocese. The parish was admittedinto
union with the convention of the diocese of
New

Jersey in May,

1858.
1By Rev. L. H. Lighthipe.
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The Rev. Mr. Forgus resigned Sept. 20, 1866, and
during the next five years the parish had no settled
rector, but was supplied with services by the general
missionary of the diocese, the Rev. I. M. Reilly, and
other clergymen, and by the faithful and constant
senior warden, Mr. James A. Fenwick, who supplied

by William Keeler and Isaac Budd, and acknowl
edged before Peter Shiras, Esq.
June 5, 1823, Levi
Budd gave deed to the trustees for one-half of one-

services, as he has done on so many other occasions,
as a lay-reader.

In the summer of 1775 the old Methodist Church
was built upon the site of the present one, and was
occupied for church purposes till June 5, 1833, when
it was sold to Solomon Middleton for one hundred

The Rev. J. D. Gibson was appointed rector in Feb
ruary, 1871, and remained in charge about one year.
The present rector, the Rev. L. H. Lighthipe, assumed
the charge of the parish in June, 1872.
The support of the services is mainly due to a fund
of six thousand two hundred dollars, left by the late
Samuel S. Olden, of Princeton, N. J., to the conven
tion of the diocese of New Jersey for the support of a
Pines,"
missionary in or near "the
the interest of
which fund has been regularly paid to the rector of
Grace Church ever since the fund was first estab
lished.
Mr. Olden had been in the habit of spend
ing his summer at Brown's Mills, and to his untiring
energy and liberality the parish owes its first origin,
as well as its continuance to the present time.
The
fund is known as the Olden fund, and the rector as
the Olden missionary.

Methodist

Episcopal

Mills"
Church. — "New

(Pemberton) is the manger in which Methodism in
New Jersey was born ; here the first Methodist Church
in West Jersey was built. Here Capt. Thomas Webb
preached in 1770, and Francis Asbury also preached
here March 2, 1772, in the Baptist meeting-house,
and was kindly received, though some thought he
might be a false prophet.
Asbury says, " Finding the

I

preached the
people divided among themselves,
'
second sermon from
This is my commandment, that
we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ,
another.' 1st
and love one
John, iii. 23." (Asbury's
Journal, vol. i. page 13.) Asbury continued his visits

to New Mills till a circuit was formed, including all
the region south of Burlington, or, in fact, all West
Jersey.
In 1774 the Methodists had become strengthened by
accessions to their numbers at New Mills, and agitated
the question of church building to such an extent, that
on Dec. 31, 1774, William Budd, Jr., gave a deed to

John Budd, Samuel Budd, Jonathan Budd, Eli Budd,
Andrew Heisler, Peter Shiras, and Joseph Toy, trustees

of the Methodist Episcopal Church at New Mills, in
The
trust, containing one-quarter of an acre of land.
following are the boundaries as given in the deed :
"
Beginning at the northwest corner of a lot belong
26°
east, by
ing to John Goldy ; thence runs north
rqad
perches
or
four
to a
street,
the east side of the
Briggs'
; thence along
corner of a lot purchased by the
line south 16° east, ten perches to a stake corner to
Briggs'
lot ; thence south 26° west, four perches to
said
a stake for a corner to said Goldy 's lot; thence along
64°
west, ten perches to the corner first
the line north
beginning."
The deed was witnessed
mentioned for a

quarter of an acre adjoining the before-mentioned lot.
This deed was witnessed by William Kinsinger and

Daniel Stewart.

and fifty dollars, he having the right to move it off
the lot, and the trustees reserving the stone under the
house, the balcony and bell, pulpit, etc., inside the
house. Joseph J. Sleeper was appointed a committee
to make the transfer and receive the pay.

"A

of the society or members of
Episcopal Church in Pemberton having
agreed, after frequent consultation, to build a new
church, they contracted with Isaac Hilliard to build
the same, complete in all things, for three thousand
five hundred dollars, having chosen as a building
committee James Campbell, Andrew Fort, Stacy
Budd." —
Bodine, Joseph J. Sleeper, and Samuel W.
large majority

Methodist

Church Records, June 5, 1833.
" The Trustees met to fix the line for the new build
ing ; after some consultation it was agreed to fix the
east line just in front of Rev. William Budd's grave.

James Campbell, president, J. J. Sleeper, Stacy Bo
dine, William King in the affirmative, and Andrew
negative." —
Church Records, July 22,
Fort in the
1833.

From these records it will be seen that the second
or original part of the present church edifice was
built in

In

1833.

will be seen by
the following extracts from church records :
" Resolved, that a subscription paper be circulated
1867 the church was enlarged, as

to see what could be raised to build a new front to the
church to be used for a vestibule, with a spire on the
same." —
Records, Jan. 1, 1867.
Upon the subscription papers circulated we find
that one thousand eight hundred and one dollars were

subscribed by forty-four persons.
"At the reppening of the church, April 15, 1868,
Rev. D. W. Bartine preached in the morning, and
evening,"
when through
Rev. J. W. Jackson in the

out the day and evening the sum of six thousand
eight hundred and nine dollars was raised to com
plete payments for repairs.
This amount was dis
tributed among one hundred and ten persons ; the
contributed by any one person was
and ten dollars, and the smallest one
The trustees at this time were Benajah An

largest amount
three hundred
dollar.

trim, Charles Bodine, William Malsbury, Andrew H.
Fort, William King, Joseph L. Morton, and Stacy

W. Budd.
The following are the names of trustees of the Pem
berton Methodist Episcopal Church, date of election,
and the time of service of each :
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Na-e.
John Budd
Samuel Budd
Jonathan Budd
Eli Budd
Andrew Heisler
Peter Shiras
Joseph Toy
Isaac Buddi
..
William Budd
George Kimble
Andrew Heisler
Jonathan Budd
John King
Samuel Budd
Jacob HeiBler
Isaiah Heisler
John Norcross
John Bodine
Stacy Watkinson
Levi Budd
Daniel Budd
Andrew Fort
Jacob Egbert
Joseph Goldy
Samuel Budd
James RogerB
Isaac Budd, Jr
William Kinsinger
Stacy Bodine
Joseph J. Sleeper
William Keeler, Jr
James Campbell
Francis Bodine
William Keeler, Jr
William Bryan
Joseph J. Sleeper
James Campbell
William Keeler, Jr
William King, Sr
William Bryan
Benajah Antrim
Charles Jobes
Samuel R. Gaskill
Aaron Gaskill
Peter Van Nest
William Malsbury
Jacob Early
WilliamBryan
William King
Jacob Heisler
GideonFarrow
Charles Bodine
Joseph L. Morton
Stacy W. Budd
Andrew H. Fort
Joseph Wells
Elwood Dobbins
Joseph M.Reeves
J. H. Kirkbride
Daniel F. Gibbs
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Elected.
1774
1774
1774
1774
1774
1774
1774
1788
1788
1788
1788
1788
1788
1788
1797
1797
1797
1803
1809
1814
1814
1814
1814
1816
1816
1817
1819
1819
1821
1821
1821
1822
1822
1823
1824
1825
1825
Ib26
1830
1830
1830
1831
1835
1836
1838
1840
1840
1841
1841
1842
1847
1852
:... 1852
1856
1860
1876
1S76
1876
1876
1879

Y™vl

28
21
9
9
26
26
9
20
17
3
17
5
5
16
46
2
5
3
3
6
3
21'

-

3
1
1
7
2
2
13
15
4
10
1
52
4
2
3
36
12
15
41
5
5
27
24
20
16
6
6
6
6
3

The following extracts are from church record :
" This is to Certify that pursuant to a Law passed
at Treuton, March
16,1786,to Incorporate certainPersonsas Trusteesin everyReligious So
ciety or Congregationin this State,for transactingthe Temporal concerns
thereof; A Meeting wascalled andheld by andat the Methodist Episcopal
Church,in Hanover Township, Burlington County, Stateof New Jersey,
on April 14,1788,previously and then complying with the requests of
the said Law. When and where We, the Subscribers,were Elected and
Chosenby plurality of Voices of them so met, as Trusteesof said Meth
odist Episcopal Church, which Name we take and Subscribe this 14th
day of April, 1788. As Witness hereofwe set our hands and Seals.
" William Budd.
"Jonathan Budd. [seal]
[seal]
"Isaac Budd.
"John King.
[seal]
[beal]
" GeorgeKemble.
" SamuelBudd.
[seal]
[seal]
" Andrew Heisler.
[seal]
" 1788,May 17th,Recordedin the Clerk's Officefor the County
of Bur
Phillips.
lington, at Burlington, in Book B of Deeds,page 58 &c.
" (A true Copy.)"
"We, William Budd, Isaac Budd, George Kemble, Andrew Heisler,
Jonathan Budd, Jolm King and Samuel Budd, do sincerely profess and
swear that we do not hold ourselves bound to lbear Allegiance to the
King of Great Britain. So help us God.
" William Budd.
" Jonathan Budd.
" Isaac Budd.
"John King.
" GeorgeKemble.
" Samuel Budd.
" Andrew Heisler.
" State of New Jersey, Burlington County. Sworn and
subscribed
14th April, 1788,beforeme,
P. Stretch, Justice.
1 The following were electedin accordancewith an act of Legislature.

" We, William Budd, Isaac
Budd, George Kemble, Andrew Heisler,
Jonathan Budd, John King, aud Samuel Budd, do sincerely profess and
swear that we do and will bear true Faith and Allegiance to the Gov
ernment establishedin this State,under the Authority of the People, so
help us God.
" William Budd.
" Jonathan Budd.
" Isaac Budd.
" John King.
" George Kemble.
" Samuel Budd.
"Andrew Heisler.
" State of New
JerBey, County of Burlington.
beforeme this 14th April, 1788.
"(A true

Copy.)"

Sworn and subscribed
" P. Stretch, Justice.

" We, William Budd, Isaac Budd, George Kemble, Andrew Heisler,
Jonathan Budd, John King, and Samuel Budd do sincerely profess and
Swear, that we will well and truly Execute the Trust reposedin us as
Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in Hanover Township, Bur
lington County, and State of New Jersey, during our Continuance in
Officewith fidelity and to the best of our Understanding So help us
God.
" Isaac Budd.
" William Budd.
" George Kemble.
" Andrew Heisler.
" Jonathan Budd.
" John King.
" Samuel Budd.
"Sworn and Subscribedbefore me this 14thApril, 1788.
" P. Stretch, Justice.
" 1788,May 17th. Recordedin the Clerk's officefor the County of Bur
lington, in Book B of Deeds,page 59.
" Phillips.
" (A true copy.)"

The names and date of appointment of pastors at
Pemberton have been as follows : 1770, Capt. Thomas
Webb

; 1772, Frarlcis Asbury ; 1773, the first Metho
dist Conference in America was held in Philadelphia
in June, when John King and William Walters were

sent to travel in all East and West Jersey.

Philip

1774,

Gatch, William Walters, and Thomas Rankin
continued the work in New Jersey. In 1775 there
were three preachers sent to labor in Jersey, though

only one is mentioned in the minutes. The minutes
say the Conference that again met in Philadelphia in
May of this year sent only William Duke to New
" Methodism in New Jersey"
Jersey, but
adds John
King and Daniel Ruff. It was this year that the
at New Mills was built. In 1776, Robert
Lindsay and John Cooper were sent to New Jersey,
and in 1777, Henry Kennedy aud Thomas McClure
were the preachers.
1778, Daniel Ruff and Jacob
Abbott remained in the field so full of excitement
and turmoil.
The battles of Trenton and Princeton
had been fought; New York, Philadelphia, New
Brunswick, and Amboy occupied by the British, and
all East Jersey closed against the Methodist ministry ;
the English preachers driven from the land on account
of their supposed Tory inclinations, except Asbury,
who was shut up in Delaware, yet the work went on
under such heroes as Ruff and Abbott. In 1779,
Daniel Ruff continued in the field, assisted by Joshua
Dudley and Philip Cox; 1780, William Gill, John
James, and Richard Garretson.
In 1781, New Jersey
was divided into two circuits, called East and West
Jersey, and Caleb B. Pedicord and Joseph Cromwell
sent to West Jersey. 1782, Joshua Dudley and
Richard Ivy were on West Jersey Circuit, and in 1783,
Woolman
Hickman and John Magary followed.

church

,,
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Samuel Rowe, William Partridge, and John tine and Daniel Fidler; 1819-20, John Finley and
Fidler traveled West Jersey, and December 27th of Peter Vannest; 1821, John Walker and James
this year the Conference met in Baltimore that or
Long; 1822, John Walker and William Allen ; 1823,
ganized the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Thomas Neal and David Daily ; 1824, Thomas Neal
1785,
Thomas Chew was presiding elder, and William
and Richard W. Petherbridge;
1825, Joseph Rusling
Phoebus, Thomas Ware, and Robert Sparks were the
and Thomas Davis ; 1826, Walter Burrows and Dan
preachers; 1786, Jacob Brush, John Simmons, and
iel Fidler; 1827, W. Burrows and Eliphalet Reed;
Jacob Sutton ; 1787, John McCloskey, Robert Cann,
1828, New Mills is changed to Pemberton, and Bar
and John Milburn.
tholomew Weed and James McLauren the preachers ;
Asbury was also at New Mills
in 1782, '83, and '86. In 1788, West Jersey Circuit 1829, William Granville and James Moore. This year
was called Salem ; Nathaniel B. Mills, John Cooper,
it appears that this place and Vincentown were a
charge ; 1830, Henry Boehm and Thomas G. Steward ;
and Joseph Cromwell the preachers.
In 1789, Bur
lington Circuit was formed, which included New
1831, H. Boehm and Josiah F. Canfield ; 1832, William
Mills, and John McCloskey and William Jackson Williams and T. C. Ford ; 1833, W. Williams and
George A. Raybold ; James Campbell and D. Fidler,
were the preachers.
During this year Bishop
supernumeraries.
Asbury attended a watch-night
at New Mills.
1834, Pemberton becomes a station,
with C. T. Ford as preacher, and James Campbell
1790, McCloskey and Jackson continue their labors
on this circuit; 1791, Simon Pile and William
supernumerary ; 1835, C. T. Ford ; 1836-37, Joseph
Ashbrook ; 1838-39, Robert E. Morrison, and James
Dougherty ; 1792, Robert Hutchison and William
Campbell supernumerary ; 1840, Isaac Winner, and
Dougherty; 1793, Robert Cann and Robert Hutch
ison ; 1794, Levi Rogers and Elisha Cole ; 1795,
James Campbell, supernumerary ; 1841-42, Thomas
Richard Swain and Joseph Lovell. Asbury makes McCarroll ; 1843-44, William A. Wilmer ; 1845-46,
another visit to New Mills this year.
S. Rusling; 1847-48, Crook S. Vancleve; 1849-50,
1796, Ben
jamin Fisler; 1797-98, Solomon Sharp and Zenas Jefferson Lewis ; 1851, Alexander Gilmore ; 1852-53,
Conger ; 1799, Richard Sneath and Johnson Dun
Bartholomew Weed ; 1854-55, John S. Swaim ; 1856ham ; 1800, Samuel Coate and Levin Moore.
June
57, Benjamin B. Palmer ; 1858-59, John Stevenson ;
1818,
1817, David Bartine and Walters Burrows.
1860-61, Caleb K. Fleming; 1862-63, Enoch Green ;
13th of this year Bishops Asbury and Whatcoat visited
1864-65, William Margerum ; 1866-67, Hamilton S.
New Mills. 1801, Thomas Jones and Jesse Justice ; Norris; 1868-69, William W. Christine ; 1870-71,
May 15th Philip Cline; 1872-73, Joseph G. Crate; 1874-75,
1802, David Barton and Daniel Higby.
of this year Bishop Asbury is again at New Mills, Robert J. Andrews ; 1876-77, Samuel F. Wheeler ;
and speaks affectionately of his friend William Budd ;
1878-79, A. E. Ballard ; 1880-82, John H. Hutchin
Asbury preached from Phil. ii. 12-16.
son.
1803, Joseph
Totten and Joseph Osborn ; 1804, Peter Vannest and
That odd-looking old building, now occupied as a
John Brown ; 1805, William McLenahan and Ben
dwelling, standing north of the Methodist Episcopal
jamin Iliff; 1806, William Colbert and Thomas
Church, shingled from bottom to top, was the first
Smith. April 29th of this year Asbury is again at Methodist Episcopal Church built in West New Jer
New Mills, with a number of other preachers ; this
sey, in 1775.
year Bishop Whatcoat dies. 1807, James Smith and
Asbury is here April 18th, and
Thomas Stratton.
preached a funeral sermon of Bishop Whatcoat, and
BIOGRAPHICAL
SKETCH.
spoke of Father William Budd leaning upon the top
of his staff. 1808, William Mills and David Ire
HON. JOB HILMAN GASKILL.
land ; 1809, William Mills and Thomas Budd ; 1810,
Burlington
Hilman Gaskill was born in Burlington
Job
Hon.
Michael Coate and Thomas Dunn ; 1811,
His parents were
J.,
on April 24, 1804.
N.
County,
and
Holly
with
Mount
Lumberton,
this
year,
was
Thomas and Elizabeth (Hilman) Gaskill, the former
made a separate circuit, and the remainder of the old
Burlington Circuit was called New Mills; preachers of whom was a successful and well-to-do farmer in
Springfield township.
His grandfather, Job Gaskill,
on the New Mills Circuit were Daniel Fidler and
emigrated from England at an early period and
Samuel Budd; 1812, George Wooley and Samuel
1784,

Budd; 1813, John Woolston and James Quail. May
8th, Asbury went to New Mills, and on Sabbath, the

9th, he preached and had an open season ; after service
This was Asbury's last visit to New
met the society.
Mills, and was the first since the death of his friend
William Budd. 1814, Nathan Swaim and John Fox ;

1816, James
1815, John Fox and Daniel Ireland;
Aikens and Richard W. Petherbridge ; 1817, David
Bartine and Walter Burrows; 1818, David Bar-

settled at Jobstown, N. J., where he was one of the
pioneer agriculturists of that vicinity, and after whom
that village was named.
Senator Gaskill, as our subject is more familiarly

known, was reared upon his father's farm, and re
ceived only a common-school education. About 1830
he commenced life by engaging in the cultivation of
a farm

owned by his father on the south road to

Mount Holly, near Pemberton, now owned by him,
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He has
and comprising over two hundred acres.
passed the greater part of his life in the management
of this farm and of the Earl farm, owned by him,
near Pemberton, containing about one hundred and
sixty acres. For over half a century he has made
Pemberton village his place of residence.
Senator Gaskill early felt an interest in political
questions, giving in his life-long adherence to the
doctrines and principles of the Democratic party.

He commenced his political career by filling the
ordinary offices of his township, including that of
freeholder for three years. He was chosen to repre
sent Burlington County in the State Legislature for
years, 1866-67, and from 1868-71 represented
the same county in the Senate of the State. His
legislative career was marked by a close and faithful
discharge of public duty.
He served on several im

two

portant committees, including that on the State In
sane Asylum and the State Prison, and performed
the part of a useful and valuable coadjutor in the im
portant work of legislation.
Since leaving the Senate
he has declined to become a candidate for other elec
tive offices, but has felt a deep interest in local and
national politics, and held an influential place in the
councils of his party.
He is known far and wide
through the county, and his genial and urbane man
ners have won him many friends.
He has been
identified throughout a long life with the various
movements of a progressive character that have been
undertaken, and has held various positions of trust
and responsibility.

He has been a member of the
board of directors of the Mount Holly National Bank
since the organization of that institution, and is also

of the Mount Holly Fire Insurance Com
pany.
While in the Senate he procured the charter
of the Camden and Burlington County Railroad, of
which he was one of the projectors, and of which he
a director

has since been a director.
It was largely due to his
efforts that the road was induced to come to Pember
ton.

He was also one of the charter members of
I. O. 0. F., of which he is

Pemberton Lodge, No. 49,
a past officer.

Senator Gaskill has never been married.
In re
ligious matters he is of Quaker tendencies, but lends
his support to other churches and evangelical and
Christian enterprises.
He has now attained the ripe
age of seventy-eight, and is in the full enjoyment of
all his faculties. During his residence in Pemberton
great changes have taken place, and he is one of the
few remaining links of a past and rapidly receding

generation.

CHAPTER XXXVII.
RANDOLPH

TOWNSHIP.

Descriptive.1— Randolph is one of the
southern
border townships of the county, and was erected
1 The publishers are indebtedto Leah Blackman for much valuable
i nformation for this township sketch.

in'

It is bounded
1870.
by Shamong and Woodland, on the
west by Washington,
on the east by Wading River
and Bass River townships, on the south by Swan Bay.
The township contains an area of thirty thousand
acres, with a population of five hundred and sixty.
from Washington

township

on the north

Its greatest length from north to southern boundary
and a half miles, its greatest width from

is thirteen

east to west is nine miles.

Natural Features. — The

surface of this township
is undulating, and in some places in the northernpart quite hilly, and towards the southern part more
level, and the soil sandy and gravelly, especially in
It is fertile, and well adapted
its northern portion.
The northern part of
to the growth of vegetables.
the township is covered with thick pine and scruboak and sparsely settled, while the southern portion
is more thickly settled and cleared up. It is well
watered by the Wading River, which flows along its
eastern boundary, and Tulpehocken Branch, which
rises in Shamong and Woodland townships, flows in
a southeasterly course through the township, and
empties into Wading River. The West Branch of

Wading River rises in Woodland township, flows in
a southerly course, and empties into Tulpehocken
Branch.
Tranquillity Branch and School Branch,
which water che northeasterly portion of the town
ship, take their rise in Woodland, and empty into
Tulpehocken
Branch.
The principal road running
through the township is one leading from Bass River
to Washington and from Washington to Harris Sta
tion, Woodland.

Early Settlement.— The township of Randolph
was settled during the period immediately preceding
and following the Revolutionary war.
Her pioneers
have long since passed away, many of them leaving
no descendants in the township.
Others, who still
survive, have no recollection of early events, and the
task of collecting history in Randolph is therefore
a difficult one.
Among the prominent, though possibly not among

the very earliest settlers, is the family of Cavileers, w,ho
came to this country at an early date, and choosing
New Jersey as their future home, settled near Lower

Bank, in what is now Randolph township, and com
menced the task of clearing up the land, which was
at that time covered with sturdy oaks and majestic
pine timber.
John Cavileer appears to have been the
first of the name to have located here. His family
became quite numerous, most of whom, when arriv

ing at manhood, became seamen, which occupation
they have followed to the present generation.
John
Cavileer, Jr., a descendant of the pioneer stock, resides
on the old homestead which his ancestors first settled
on. He, too, has followed the sea for many years, but
is now engaged in tilling the soil, and is one of the

most noted and well-to-do

The Johnson family

of Randolph,

though

farmers in the township.

were- among the early settlers

the date of their advent is not

RANDOLPH TOWNSHIP.
recalled with precision.
They located at the extreme
southern portion of the township, and became enter
farmers.'
But few who bear the name now
prising
reside in the township; those who do are seafaring
men.

The

Allen Family. —In

the year 1716, Robert

Allen, of Shrewsbury, Monmouth Co., N. J., came to
Little Egg Harbor, and married Edith, daughter of
Edward Andrews, of Tuckerton.
They were married
in the Friends' meeting-house at

Tuckerton, they
being the second couple married in that primitive
edifice.
Allen settled on the west side of Wading

River (by some it is claimed that he settled at Bass
River, but there is nothing that will substantiate the
assertion), in Randolph township, and purchased a
tract of land and engaged in farming.
He had three
children, —Peter, Edward, and Edith. Peter, son of
Robert Allen, had sons, Joseph, Richard, and one
daughter, Elizabeth.
Peter Allen, like Nimrod of old, was a great hunter,
and lost his life in consequence of his love for the
chase. Sometimes he went a considerable distance
from home for the purpose of killing deer, and at such
times he put up in some rude hut in the wilderness,
where he stored his game which he had procured on

his last hunting expedition. He went from home with
the intention of spending a week in the chase. The
week passed away but did not bring back the hunter.
His friends, thinking no ill had befallen him, sup
posed he was still pursuing his wild, but to him pleas
After a considerable time had
urable, avocation.
elapsed they became alarmed at his protracted stay
and went in search of him. After a long search they
found an old log cabin which had tumbled down, and
beneath the ruins they found the body of Peter Allen
in a state of decomposition.

Joseph, son of Peter Allen, in his time was one of
the most prominent men on the shores of Wading
River. He was twice married : his first wife was
Sarah, daughter of Isaac C. Cranmer, Sr. ; his second

wife was Mary, daughter of John Leak, Sr.
family consisted of eleven children, — Rebecca,

His

Jo
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He married Rebecca, daughter of Capt. Josephus
Their children were Joseph, John, Samuel,
Josephus, William, Jr., Catharine, Elmira, Abigail,
Mary, and Victoria.
Joseph
married
Eliza Adams ; John married
Samuel married in Philadelphia;
Phebe Cranmer;
Josephus married at Jersey Shore, Pa. ; William,
Jr., married Lydia Vaughn ; Catharine married
Peter Gass ; Elvira married Nathan Moore ; Abigail
married Forman Smith; Mary married Joseph M.
Sears.

Budd ; Victoria married Capt. William Parmentier, Jr.
Third Branch. — Thomas Allen married Anne,
daughter of Caleb Cranmer.
Their children were
Caleb, Mary, Thomas,
and Maria.

Jefferson,

Uriah, Joseph B:,

married Mary Eliza Leek ; Mary married
Adams ; Thomas married twice, his first wife
was Anna Jones, his second wife was Amelia Throck
morton ; Uriah married Phoebe Leak ; Joseph B.
Caleb

Enoch

married

Marietta Mathis

;

Maria married William

Gaskill.

Branch. — George Allen married Abigail
Their children were Ellen, Hannah, Achsah,
Mary, Henry, George, Jr., John, William, and Jo
seph. The marriage of the above family will be seen
in the French family of Bass River township.
Fifth Branch. — Phcebe Allen married Josiah Cale.
Their children, — Joseph, Josiah, William, Martha,
Mary, Eliza, Margaret, Phcebe Ann, Achsah, and Ma
Fourth

French.

rietta.

Joseph married Elizabeth Loveland ; Josiah mar
Catharine Leak ; William married Elizabeth
Adams ; Martha married Joseph French ; Mary
married Thomas Mathis; Eliza Ann married Charles
F. Cranmer ; Margaret married Chalkley C. Sears ;
Phcebe married Capt. David Caviler ; Achsah mar
ried Zebulon M. P. Mathis, one of Bass River's most
prominent men ; Marietta married Adolphus Lamson, of Mannahawkin.
Sixth Branch. — Achsah Cale married Capt. John
ried

Carlisle, who was considered one of the jolly sea cap
tains of " ye olden time." Their children were Rich

George, Phebe, Achsah,
seph, William, Thomas,
Rebecca married
Sarah, Mary, Eliza, and Martha.
Capt. William Cale. The children of this union were
William, Wesley, Chalkley, Mary, and Sarah.
After Capt. Cale's death, Rebecca married Abra

ard Risley and Elizabeth.
Richard Risley Carlisle is Professor Risley of the
atrical fame. He was born and spent the early part
of his life at Bass River, It is said that from his
earliest youth it was manifest that nature had formed

ham Maynard, by whom she had a son Alfred.
First Branch. — Joseph Allen, Jr., married Sarah,
daughter of John Bodine.
Their children,— Jesse,
Achsah, Abigail, Mary Jane, Maria, and Louisa.

for an actor. He married Rebecca Willits.
Elizabeth Carlisle married Dr. Egbert, Jr.
Seventh Branch. — Sarah Allen is one of the most
prominent, useful, and amiable ladies of Bass River.
She is well advanced in years. She married Recom
pense Darby, of Scotch Plains, East Jersey.
Their
children were Ann, John, Joseph, Margaret, William
Carlisle Allen, Stanbury, and Mason.
Eighth Branch. — Mary Allen married Ebenezer T.
The fruit of
Deacon, son of Samuel Deacon, Esq.
their union were Ann, William, Samuel, Sarah,
Maria, and Ebenezer.

Capt. Jesse Allen, as he was called, married Han
nah, daughter of Job Weeks ; Achsah married a man
Abigail married one Tay
by the name of Anderson ;
Smallwood
(after her death
married
a
Jane
lor; Mary
her sister Maria married her husband) ; Louisa mar
ried Reuben Loveland.
Second Branch. — William Allen, Esq., in his time
was one of the principal business men of New Gretna.

him
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Ninth Branch. — Eliza Allen married Samuel Dea
con,

Jr.

Tenth Branch. — Martha Allen married Capt. Sam
uel Cavileer, and had several children, — Eliza, Jane,

Joseph, Morris, Elmira, Samuel, Harry, Sarah, Louisa,
Gilbert, and William.
Richard, son of Peter Allen, married in the upper
part of Burlington County and settled there, where
his posterity reside.
Second Branch of Robert Allen's Family. — Edward
Allen married Rachel, daughter of John Cranmer,
Sr., of Bass River. Among Edward's children were
Charles, Simeon, Edward, John, Edith, Mercy, Sarah,
Kesiah, and Phcebe.

Civil List,
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
1870.William F. Cramer.
1871.E. C Sooy.
1872-73.Stephen H. Adams.

1876-78.John F. McKeen.
1879.William Maxwell.
1880-81.C. C. Adams.
1882.Joseph S. Weeks.

1874-75.John Cavileer.
TOWNSHIP

CLERKS.

1870,1880.Nathaniel D. Vansant. I 1872-78.John F. McKeen.
1871.J. A. Allen.
1879,1681-82.William F. Gale.
ASSESSORS.
1870-72.L. D. Cavileer.
1873-77.Job Weeks.
1878,1880.Charles T. Allen.

I 1879.John Hall.
1881-82.William Johnson.
COLLECTORS.

1870-79.C. C. Adams.
1880.John Maxwell.

I 1881-82.Charles T. Allen.
CONSTABLES.

1870-71.Joseph S. Weeks.
1872,1878.William F. Cramer.
1873-74.James V. Cramer.
JUDGES

1875-80.John Piper.
1881-82.William F. Brown.
OF ELECTION.
1879.J. S. Williams.
1880.Daniel E. Cale.
1881-82.B. F. Downs.

1870-72,1874.Job Weeks.
1873.A. S. Johnson.
1875.William Maxwell.
1876-78.Joseph S. Weeks.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.
1870,1880.Nathaniel D. Vansant. I 1882.John W. Adams.
1876.William H. Weeks.
OVERSEERS
1870-71.Augustus S. Johnson.
1872.Samuel Cavileer.
1873.Z.Johnson.
TOWNSHIP

OF THE POOR.
1874-76.Samuel P. Ford.
1877.G. C. Weatherby.
1878-82.William H. Cavileer.
COMMITTEE.

1870-72.J. B. Allen.
1870-71.John F. McKeen.
1870,1872.Edward C. Sooy.
1871,1873.John Cavileer.
1872-74, 1876-77. Nathaniel D.
Vansant.
1873-74,1880-81.Israel T. Brown.
1874,1876.William F. Gale.
1875,1878-80.Reuben Cavileer.
COMMISSIONERS
1870, 1872-73, 1876-77. William
Maxwell.
1870.Samuel W. Sooy.
John Holloway.
1871.William C. Gale.
1871,1878,1881.Johu W. Adams.
1871-73.Israel T. Brown, Sr.

1875.Levi G. Johnson.
1876-78,1881.John Maxwell.
1877-78.John A. Gale.
1879.William H. Altell.
1879-80.Benjamin F. Downs.
1881-82.William Maxwell.
1882.Job Weeks.
William A. Moore.
OF APPEAL.
1872.Joseph S. Weeks.
1873.William J.Cramer.
1874-75,1878.GeorgeS. Maxwell.
1874.Israel T. Brown, Jr.
1874-77,1880.John Johnson.
1875.Ezekiel W. Cavileer.
1876.Stephen H. Adams.

1877-78.Levi G. JohnBon.
1879,1882.William Williams.
1879.Nathaniel D. Vansant.
James Snow.
1880.Mahlon Brown.

1880. Samuel Cramer.
1881.John Maxwell.
John Hall.
1882.Josiah C. Lane.
Theodore H. Adams.

Schools. — Randolph township contains three school
districts, Bridgeport, Lower Bank, and Washington,
which are numbered 100, 101, and 103. The amount
of apportionment from the State appropriations, in

cluding the above three districts, for 1881 was
$675.19; amount of apportionment from surplus rev
enue, $39.82 ; total amount received from all sources,
$780.01 ; present value of the school property, $850 ;
number of children of the school age residing in the
township, 140 ; average number of months the school
has been kept open, 8 ; number of children enrolled
on the school register, 109 ; number of male teachers
employed, 1 ; females, 2 ; average salary per month
paid male teacher, $30 ; average salary paid female
teachers per month, $29.

Methodist Episcopal Church, of Lower Bank. —
Although the Methodist Episcopal Church is fully a
century old, not a single record of its organization or
later progress is extant.
The historian, however, ob

a few facts regarding its early history.
A
class was formed at nearly the period of the Revolu
tionary war, and services were held in the few scat
tering houses in the neighborhood until a house of
tained

worship could be erected. In due time a small church
edifice was built, which served the good people of
Lower Bank for three-fourths of a century. In 1876
the old church was abandoned, and the present church
was built and dedicated the same year by Rev. Sam
uel Vansant, presiding elder of the district. The
church is a neatly-constructed frame building, and is •
situated in the centre of the village.
The church
was built at a cost of two thousand dollars.
The lot
was purchased of Levi G. Johnson for seventy-five
dollars.

The present board of trustees embrace the follow
ing-named persons : John Cavileer, Levi G. Johnson,

Johnson, C. C. Adams, J.
The present stewards
are N. D. Vansant, J. C. Lane, C. C. Adams, C. M.
Smith, J. F. Weeks, and Joseph Weeks.
The church is in a flourishing condition, and has a
membership of about twenty families, and is con
nected with the Washington Circuit. The pulpit is
supplied by Rev. T. N. Givin.
Burial-Places. — A burial-ground is located adja
cent to the old Methodist Episcopal Church at Lower
N. D. Vansant, Augustus

F.

Weeks,

and

J.

C. Lane.

Bank, which is supposed to represent an antiquity
exceeding a hundred years. It is not known when
the first burial occurred, or which of the families of
the neighborhood were first called upon to dedicate
the spot to sacred use.
The families of Cavileers,

Johnsons, Vansants, and Hall have for years made
interments in this ground.
There are many bodies
interred here with nothing to mark their last resting-

;

a

Martha, Spedwell, and Union were formerly iron
furnaces, and they all did
thriving business, but at
this date (1882) they are all comparatively deserted
no traces of these once prosperous little hamlets are
now visible except a few dilapidated

old houses.
branch of industry carried
on in Randolph township
farming and lumbering.
Among those engaged in agriculture and lumbering
is

Industrial. — The chief

A. Cramer, Elwood Cramer, Austin Downs,
James Gale, John Cramer, B. F. Downs, William G.
Cramer, William Gale, William H. Leek, William T.
Cramer, William T. Leek, James McAnna, Samuel
McKeen, John Cavileer, Robert Maxwell, John D.
Sooy, William Williams, John Maxwell, William H.
Weeks, S. C. Adams, Frank Brown, and William
Maxwell.
carried on to quite an extent
Charcoal burning
in this township and shipped to New York.
Ship-building has been one of the chief industries
of Randolph, but for the past few years there has
is

are Charles

a

is

this

township,

is

township.

CHAPTER XXXVIII.
SHAMONG
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Descriptive. — Shamong township was formed of
part of Medford, Southampton, and Washington;
located on the western border of the county adjacent
It bounded on the
to the Atlantic County line.
north by Southampton and Medford, on the south by
Washington

and Randolph, on the east by Wood
on the west by Atsion River, which
from Atlantic County.

land township,
separates

fourteen miles,
dimension its greatest length
greatest
breadth eleven miles.
The area of
and
45,523 acres, of which
little over 657.3
Shamong
is

In

are under cultivation.

a

It

hamlets

has three small
a

fair de
within its limits, two of them manifesting
gree of enterprise.
The New Jersey Southern Rail
road passes through the southern part of the town
station at Atsion.
ship, with
Natural Features. — The surface of Shamong
composed principally of
undulating.
The soil
of
sand with
mixture
gravel, and
usually pro
ductive and well adapted to the raising of most
grains, very prolific crops of which are annually har
Iron ore has been discovered in some locali
vested.
ties in the township, but little labor has as yet been
expended in its excavation.
The Atsion River flows
along the western boundary line of Shamong town
ship, and the Bread and Cheese Run, with minor

is

Springer's
streams, refresh its northern territory.
part
of
the town
Creek takes its rise in the northern
ship from Bread and Cheese Run, and flows in
southerly course through the township. Batsto River,

a

a

a

is

is

Penn Place. — This settlement
situated in the
northeast part of the township, on Wading River. It
small rural hamlet containing
merely
few scat
tered dwelling-houses.

from

Skit Branch, and Jake Spring water its southeastern
territory.
The southern part of the township
cov
ered with scrub-oak and pine, and thinly settled, while
more thickly settled and
the northern portion
is

is

it

has passed through many hands.
It now owned
by William H. Weeks, and rented by Samuel Crowley,
who carries on the business.

ports

is

it,

appointed, and has since held the position as post
mistress.
Samuel Crowley erected a saw-mill at Lower Bank
about 1867, and carried on the business for two years,
at which time he disposed of
and since that time

and foreign

is

A. Allen.
The post-office was established Sept. 19, 1854, with
Samuel Weeks as postmaster.
He held the position
until his death, when Mrs. Margaret A. Allen was

York

is

Margaret

New

until now there remains nothing but scrub-oaks and
small quantity of pine timber, which
rapidly being
hewn down and consumed by the inhabitants of the

it

contains a school-house, a saw-mill, two stores, Meth
odist Episcopal Church, forty dwellings, and postoffice.
The present merchants are Jacob Johnson and Mrs.

also noted for its winter fisheries.
Lower Bank
Large quantities of fish are caught at Lower Bank, in
Mullica River.
Great quantities of lumber have been shipped to

is

Villages and Hamlets. — Lower Bank is a small
hamlet located on the Mullica River ; is on the ex
treme border of the township in its southwest corner.
It is the oldest settlement in the township, and was
quite a thriving little village in the year 1800.
It

Yachts and
been very little done in ship -building.
other sea-faring vessels are yearly constructed on
limited scale by N. D. Vansant at Lower Bank.

a

" In memory of Elizabeth, wife of Ezekiel
Weeks, who departedthis
life April 6th, 1811,aged 79 years,10 months, and 15 days."
" In memory of Ezekiel Weeks,
who departedthis life December27th,
1817,
67years, IU months."
" In memory of Anna Maria, daughter
of John and Elizabeth Cavi
leer, who died May 20th, 1817."
"Charles A., son of Nathaniel and Sarah Vansant, died July 7th,
1819."
" Erected in memory of John
Cavileer, who departedthis life March
29th, 1839,aged 59 years, 12 dayB."
"In memory of Isaiah Hall, who died January 24th, 1840,aged 52
days."
years, 9 months, and 7
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a

place except a rudely-shaped field-stone, or a pine
slab, upon which the inscriptions, if any existed, are
now defaced by the elements.
Among the legends
the following are copied :

TOWNSHIP.
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cleared up.

Early Settlement. — As

to the time when the town
ship of Shamong began to be inhabited by the whites,
and who the first families were that removed within
its borders, no accurate account can be given.

The first white settler of whom any authentic facts
are known was Micajah Willets, who settled in the
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western portion of the township prior to the Revo
lutionary war, and chose a spot on which to dwell
near Indian Mills, where he erected for himself and
a rude dwelling, and cleared up a small farm,
His family consisted
and engaged in tilling the soil.
of Benjamin, Richard, John, Mary, and Hephzibah.
Benjamin married Rebecca Howard, and resided

family

His children
of the old homestead.
Joseph,
Amos, Micajah, Benjamin,
Elizabeth, Rebecca, Lidie, Beulah, and John.
Samuel, Amos, Micajah, and Benjamin are all dead.
Joseph married Edith Jones, and resides in South

on a portion
were

Samuel,

ampton township.

Elizabeth married Vincent Prickett, and resides
at Tabernacle village.
Rebecca married John Alloway, and lives at Marl
ton.

Lidie married S. C. Mason, and resides at Trenton,

N.J.

Beulah married Joshua Jones, and
Southampton township.

John

removed

to

married Rachel Huston, and resides at Tab

ernacle.

First Branch. —Richard married Hannah Howard,
and resided at Tabernacle until the time of his death,
which occurred in 1847. He had several children.
John married and lived at Tabernacle until his
death in 1827.
He raised a large family.

Mary married John Corry, and resides in the town

hewing down the stately oaks and clearing up a farm.
The first year was one of hardship and privation, but
his work was fruitful, the virgin soil produced a crop,
and the pioneer had a yoke of oxen, a cow, and a
pig, and with his trusty old rifle he brought down the
bear and deer, which afforded an abundance of wild
meat for the family. Each year the small clearing
was enlarged until Mr. Taylor was the possessor of
one of the best farms in the northern part of the
township.
Here he followed farming until his death.
He had three children, two sons and one daughter.

William Howell settled in Shamong township as
early as 1795, and purchased a tract of land contain
ing two hundred and twenty-five acres, on the Red
Lion and Indian Mills road ; here he, like other pio
neer settlers, cleared up a small farm, where he re
mained for a period of ten years, when he disposed
of his two hundred and twenty-five acres to Isaiah
Haines in 1805. Here Mr. Haines settled and cleared
up the remainder of the unimproved land, and fol
lowed farming for many years. He was considered
one of the most practical farmers in the township,
and was sought by his co-laborers far and near for
His family consisted of Arthur, Richard,
advice.
Isaiah, Margaret, Lydia, and Sarah.
Richard married and settled on a portion of the
old homestead, where he remained until his death.
Isaiah married and still resides on the old home
stead. He, like his father, has made a reputation as a

and girls.

farmer, and by his good management he has become
the wealthiest farmer in Shamong township, so much
so that he not only turns his attention to tilling the
soil, but to loaning money.

One of the largest landholders of the township
prior to 1776 was one William Burr, who resided near
Mount Holly. He purchased a tract of land of the

Arthur, Margaret, Lydia, and Sarah all married and
lived in different localities.
Small Family. — The Small family are among the

Indians containing about seventeen hundred acres,
of which he sold off in small quantities to the various

earliest settlers at Indian Mills.

ship.

Hephzibah married

Joshua Cline, and resides in
the township, and reared up a large family of boys

settlers who came into the township at a later date.
These lands, it is said, Mr. Burr purchased of the In
dians for a mere nominal sum, paying them in goods,
for which he charged a high figure, and in disposing

of the lands sold them to land-s.eekers for a handsome
profit.

William Stringer settled in the northeast part of
the township in about 1776, and purchased a tract of
land of Mr. Burr containing one hundred and twenty

Hampacres, on the road leading from Red Lion to
tongate. Here he followed farming until his death.
He had children, — William, Elizabeth, Hannah, Ann,
and Achsah.
Samuel Taylor came to Shamong township in 1790,
and purchased a tract of land containing three hun

dred acres, situated on the road leading from Red
Lion to Indian Mills, about one mile south of Taber
This land was purchased of Hudson Burr
nacle.
and Daniel Newbold,

executors of William Burr, de
Here Mr. Taylor entered the heavy forest
with his axe, and commenced the arduous task of
ceased.

Israel Small settled
in Shamong township in 1800, and purchased- a large
tract of land and cleared up a home, where he fol
lowed farming the greater part of his life.
He had
children, — Mary Ann, Rebecca, Margaret, Benjamin,
Hannah, Eliza, Anna, Henrietta, and William.
Mary Ann married Charles Menges, and located
about three miles from Indian Mills, where they
reared up their children.
Rebecca married Joseph Cooper, of Bucks County,
Pa., where she went to reside.
Margaret married John Gardner,

and located four
miles from Indian Mills, on the Atsion road, and en
gaged in farming; they had one daughter.
Benjamin
married Hannah Smith, and lived at
Indian Mills. He had a family of eleven children.

Hannah married Asa Smith, and settled on the
Atsion road, and followed farming.
Eliza married John Nicholson, and located at In
dian Mills, where he followed the occupation of farm
ing. They had two boys.
Anna married Charles Anderson, and moved out of
the county.

.
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David Trawpress, and located
and engaged in farming.
They had

Henrietta married
near Medford,
three children.

William married Elizabeth Cramer, and lived on a
portion of the old homestead, and engaged in farming.
He had a large family.

John Brown

settled at Indian Mills about 1800,
a large tract of land and engaged in
tilling the soil, which occupation he followed for a
number of years. He had children, — Charles, Henry,

and purchased

Isaac, Lorenzo, Myrtle, and others, of which many of
their descendants still reside in the township.
Indian Reservation. —The tract of land in this
township long known as the Indian Reservation, and
later as Edgepillock, also as the Brotherton tract,
contained at one time three thousand two hundred
and eighty-four acres of land, and is located a little
from the centre of the township, covering
what is now the village of Indian Mills, on Bread
and Cheese Run. This was one of the celebrated
John Brainard's missionary fields, where he preached
northwest

for several years to this remnant of the Delawares.
He also made this his home, his dwelling-house stand
ing about eight rods south of the saw-mill lately owned
by Godfrey Hancock, on a rising piece of ground,
and until within a few years the site was marked by
a depression in the ground, formerly the cellar. Near
When the
where the house stood is a fine spring.
tribe, as they were called, occupied this
locality they had a small saw-mill on the site of M. S.
Thompson's
mill, about eighty rods northeast from
Brainard's house. Their burying-ground was about
Brotherton

forty rods northwest
stood their church.

from the dwelling, near where
After the last remnant of the

tribe had been removed to some Western reservation,
the church was occupied by the whites until 1802,
when it was destroyed by fire.
For nearly a century the native Indians had been
on the most friendly terms with their white neigh
bors, or until about 1756, when some little dissatis
faction arose, and commissioners were appointed by
the then existing Legislature to treat with the Indians,
and an act was passed March 31, 1757, to provide for
some of the matters complained of, and a conference
had with the Indians, a list of the lands obtained,
and also a release of all other lands in the State was
given by the Indians, and Tom Stare and others ap
Another conference was
pointed as their attorneys.
fixed'
price
held at Crosswicks on Aug. 9, 1758, and a
agreed upon for the lands.
A part of the price due to the remnant of the tribe
Of Delawares was to be paid them in lands whereon
Legislature
was
they could settle. An act of the
passed Aug. 12, 1758, which authorized the commis

sion to purchase from the Indians their title to the
purchase for the Delawares
lands in this State, and to
could settle. And by
whereon
they
land
of
a tract
" the
the eighth section of said act it was enacted that
purchased
Indians
as
aforesaid
shall
for
the
lands to be
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not hereafter be subject to any tax, any law, usage,
or custom to the contrary thereof in anywise notwith
standing."

In

pursuance of the above agreement with the In
dians, and of the above act of the Legislature, the
commissioners purchased the above-named reserva
tion
deed

for the Delaware Indians to reside upon, by
from Benjamin Springer to the Governor and

in trust for the Indians, dated Aug.
The accompanying map shows the* tract
with its numerous subdivisions, names of occupants,
number of acres, and number of lots as surveyed
subsequent to the removal of the remnant of the tribe.
Civil Organization. — This township was formed
of part of Medford, Southampton, and Washington.
The act of Assembly organizing the township bears

commissioners,
29, 1758.

date Feb. 19, 1852, and describes Shamong township
to be "All those parts of the above township, be
ginning at the northwest corner of Washington town
ship, and running thence in a straight line to the
middle of the Medford and Atsion roads, two hundred
yards north of Wesley Dixon's house; thence near
Moore's house in Southampton ; thence by a forked
' Friendship'
fifty yards north from
point
mill ; thence to a
in the middle of Hamp
ton stream, where it crosses the line between South
ampton and Washington ; thence along the last-men

chestnut oak

tioned line to Shoal branch ; thence along the courses
Bridges,'
of said stream to a point near ' Three
where

the road from Jones' mill to Martha Furnace crosses
said stream ; thence in a straight line to a point
where Deep Run intersects Mullica or Little Egg
Harbor River, in Washington township line; thence
beginning."
up said line to the place of
Civil List. — The succeeding list is as complete as
the records of the township
rian to make it.

would

enable the histo

CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
1860-61, 1865, 1868-70. Nathan
Wright.
1862-64,1866,1867,1875.Eli Browker.
1871.W. W. Greenland.
TOWNSHIP
1860-61.Con, Haiues.
1862-63.Joseph W. Cottiuer.
1864.P. G. Eaulkiner.
1865-67.William Lucas.
1868.Barclay Borton.
1869-71.John W. Haines.

1872-74.Henry Wright.
1876-78.Caleb Wright.
1879-81.James K. Naylor.
1882.Alexander Cuppeler.
CLERKS.
1872,1875.Richard W. Morris.
1873-74.Thomas J. Prickett.
1876-78.Henry S. Dickerson.
1879-81.James M. Armstrong.
1882.Samuel L. Doughty.

ASSESSORS.
1860.Hamilton L. Patterson.
1861-62.Israel Small.
1863-66,1869.William Cotton.
1867.Charles M. Powell.
1868.Chalkley Willitts.
1870,1872-74.George W. Hagertgey.

1871.Henry Wright.
1875.Henry B. Kemble.
1876-77.George H. Wisham.
1878-79.M. W. Small.
1880-82.Jonathan R. Hartman.

COLLECTORS,
1860.Eli Browker.
1861-63.Eli Cramer.
1864-67.Chalkley Willitts.
1868-70.Edward T. Thompson
1871.Charles M. Powell.

1872-74.James Dillitts.
1875.Westley Taylor, Jr.
1876-80.Henry Wright. 1881-82.William Small.
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CONSTABLES.
i 1867-68.Daniel Sinclair.
1860.William Cotton.
1861-66,1877-82.Benj. W. Small. | 1869-75.Barzilla L. Thompson.
TOWNSHIP

COMMITTEE.

1860-63.Charles S. Kemble.
1860.E. T. Thompson.
1860-62,1866, 1867. William W.
Small.
1861,1866,1866.Isaac Brown.
1862-63.Samuel C. Hampton.
1863.Chalkley Willitts.
1864.William C. Patterson, Jr.
Charles B. Rowland.
James WillB.
1865.Benjamin Nutt.
1865.William H. Keeler.
1866,1868-71,1676-81.JameB Dillitts.
1867,1868,1876,1877,1879.George
W. Hagertgey.

1867.George W. Scott.
1868-69,1872-74. George Dickerson.
1869-70.W. W. Greenland.
1871, 1877-78, 1880. William K.
Armstrong.
1871,1874,1881-82.
Eli Browker.
1872.Hamilton L. PatterBon.
1872-73, 1875-78, 1882. Joseph
Small.
1874-75,1879.Caleb Wright.
1875.Henry Wright.
1877.J. C. Jennings.
1881.John W. Haines.
1882.T. J. Prickett.

SURVEYORS OF HIGHWAYS.
1860-61,1867-68,1872-74. Benja 1870.Isaiah H. Brown.
1871.Thomas Crane.
min Small.
Hezekiah Stokes.
1860.Jonathan R. Hartman.
1873-75.William H. Wills.
1861-62.GeorgeW. Hagertgey.
1862-63, 1880, 1882. George W. 1876.George McCormick.
Daniel F. Wells.
Scott.
1863-64, 1866-69, 1875. Thomas 1877.David Wells.
Elwood Bennett.
Carmelia.
1878.John R. Wilkinson.
1864.William Lake.
Joseph Prickett.
1865.Isaac S. Alloway.
1879.Nicholas Buckage.
J. C. Jennings.
Andrew Parks.
1866.Samuel C. Scott.
1880-81.Chalkley Willitts.
1869,1872,1882.Marmaduke Allo
way.
1881.E. H. Warrick.
1870.Hamilton L. Patterson.
OF THE POOR.

OVERSEERS

1869-76.Brazilia L. Thompson.
1877-82.Benjamin W. Small.

1860.William Colton.
1861-66.Benjamin Small.
1867-68.Daniel Sinclair.
JUDGES

OF ELECTION.

1860-61,1868, 1872. Jonathan R.
Hartman.
1862-64.Charles M. Powell.
1865.Amos P. Cline.
1866,1877-79.Daniel F. Wills.
JUSTICES

1869-71.Richard Haines.
1873-75.Cbarles H. Hofflinger.
1876.Ira Crane.
1880-81.Lewis Cowperthwait.
1882.Henry Taylor.

OF THE PEACE.

1861. Joseph B. Woolman.
1861,1868,1878. Thomas Colton.
1867.William H. Keeler.
1871,1873.Richard L. Jones.

1873.Thomas Colton, Sr.
1876.Waller J. Raleigh.
1878.John G. Arnett.

SUPERINTENDENTS
1860,1862-67.E. H. Warrick.

OF SCHOOLS.

| 1861.Charles Wishan.

Schools. — Shamong township has five school dis
tricts within the limits of the township, which are
all in a flourishing condition. The name and number
of the various districts are as follows : Tabernacle,
No. 90 ; Free Soil, No. 91 ; Hartford, No. 92 ; Union,
No. 93; Atsion, No. 94. The following figures will
show the workings of the public schools in this town
ship: Amount of apportionment from State appro
from
priation, $1430.77 ; amount of apportionment
surplus revenue, $97.36 ; total amount received from
all sources, $1523.13 ; present value of school prop
erty, $1975 ; number of children between five and
eighteen years of age residing in the township, 345 ;
average number of months the schools have been kept

number of male teachers employed, 2;
females, 3; amount per month paid males, $30.25;
amount paid to females, $29.09.
Religious History. — The religious history of Sha

open, 9.5;

mong township dates back to the time when John
" Apostle to the Indians," labored in
Brainard, the
region.
this
Mr. Brainard was the Indian missionary,
and during his term of service he caused a church to
therein"
preached to the Indians and
be erected, and

whites alike for many years. This church was situ
ated in the northwest part of the township, about onequarter of a mile from a saw-mill lately owned by
Godfrey Hancock. This church was used by the In
dians until 1800, at which time about one hundred in
number emigrated to one of the Western reservations,
leaving but one family of half-breeds behind.

Methodist Episcopal Church. —In
a little earlier, the Methodist
Episcopal Church of Tabernacle was built, which for
in the
many years accommodated the Methodists
southwestern portion of the county.
For more than
seventy-five years the little old church was the home
of its people. It then had become too small, to say
" plainness," and in 1880 a plot of land
nothing of its
was given to the denomination
by Joseph Mathis,
and the present church edifice was erected at a cost of
Tabernacle

about

1800,

possibly

eighteen hundred dollars.
It has a stone basement
and frame, superstructure. The church, with its neatlyfurnished rooms, its commanding, durable outward
appearance, with its tall, tapering, spire, stands before

the people of Tabernacle as a monument of Christian
interest and Christian enterprise.
Its present mem

J.

Herbership will number fifty, with Rev. H.
manian as pastor. The stewards are J. G. Scott, Eli
Cramer, Isaac S. Allaway, and J. B. Woolman.
The
present trustees are John Willitts, Chalkley Willitts,
Benjamin H. Prickett,

De Coe, and Richard

J. G. Scott,

H. Angell.

Eli

Cramer, Charles

Methodist Episcopal Church of Indian Mills.
—As early as 1830 a Methodist class was organized at
Indian Mills, and after holding services as opportu
nity offered during a period of five years at the dis
trict school-house, built a church edifice in 1835, which
was dedicated in the spring of 1836.
It was a small
frame house, rudely constructed.
Here services were
held for upward of half a century, at which time the

old church had become dilapidated, and the erection
of a new church became a necessity. In 1879 the
present church edifice was erected and
dedicated
upon its completion.
The church is a frame struc
ture and of more modern architecture.
In size it is
thirty-two by fifty feet, and built at a cost of
nine
teen hundred dollars.
The lot on which the church
stands was donated by Godfrey Hancock and
Sooy
Thompson.
The present stewards are William Small,
Sr., Charles H. Hoffman, and- Asa Weeks.
The
trustees are William Small, Sr., Mahlon Prickett, Asa
Weeks, Richard Brown, and George Dixon.
Among the early pastors who have had charge of

SHAMONG
this little flock we find the names of Rev. John Mi
ners and Rev. Mr. Dobbins.
The present pastor is
Rev.

H.

J.

Hermanian.

The Centennial Baptist Church of Indian Mills.
—Baptist services were first held at Indian Mills, in
the district school-house, by Rev. Elijah Brant for
several years, during which time he organized the
present Baptist Church.
In 1876 a plot of land was
by Emery Engler, and the
erection of a church edifice was commenced and
dedicated the same year. The church is a frame
structure, situated on a high eminence overlooking
donated

to the church

Indian Mills and the surrounding farms as far as the
eye can reach. This church is one of the most at
In size it is twentytractive buildings in the town.
forty-five
feet, and cost three thousand
eighty by
There has been no regular
three hundred dollars.
preaching in this house since 1881.

Free Union Church of Atsion. — This church is
located in the southwestern part of the township, in
the village of Atsion, and was erected about the year
as
1867 by W. C. Patterson for all denominations,
well as those not owning allegiance to any church
organization,
solely for the convenience of those
living in that locality. It has in turn been occupied
Its pulpit has been sup
by most all denominations.
plied for the past few years by the Methodists at stated
intervals.
Burial-Places. — The oldest burial-place in Sha

which is
mong is the old Indian burying-ground,
located in the northwestern portion of the township,
about one-quarter of a mile from a saw-mill lately
This burying-ground
owned by Godfrey Hancock.

was occupied by the Edge-pe-lick tribe at an early
date, and controlled by them until the year 1800, at
which time they emigrated to a Western reservation.
Nothing remains to mark the final resting-place of
these aborigines except a wilderness of brambles,
bushes, and weeds.

The burial-ground located near the school-house at
It
Tabernacle may also lay claim to much antiquity.
is contemporaneous with the existence of the church,
and probably was occupied some time before. Many
of the old-time graves are marked by rude field-stones
while others simply bear
any inscription,
the initials of the departed one. Among the most
legible stones in this ancient burying-ground
is one
without

bearing the inscription A. C. 1822.
The burying-ground located in the churchyard

at
was established by W. C. Patterson in 1867,
and contains many graves without any head-stones,
while other graves are marked by pine slabs, and the
inscriptions effaced by exposure to the elements.

Atsion'

Villages and Hamlets.— Atsion

is a small manu
part of Sha
facturing town, located in the southwest
of
line
the
New
the
Jersey
mong township, along
Southern Railroad, and was established by Samuel

Richards, who erected an iron furnace and carried on
place as early as
the manufacture of pig iron at this

4U
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1800, and carried

on the business for several years.

He was succeeded by W. C. Patterson, who carried on
the business until about 1870, at which time the prop
erty was purchased by Maurice Raleigh, who estab
lished the present cotton-mill and built up a town.
Mr. Raleigh carried on the business until the time of
his death, which occurred Jan. 10, 1882.
Since that
time the business has been conducted by his execu
tors with John O'Dea as manager. These works were
run at full capacity, employing from one hundred and
sixty-five to one hundred and seventy hands, and
turning out five thousand pounds of yarn a week, but
for the past two years these mills have only been run
at about one-fourth of their capacity.
In addition to
the erection of the mill, Mr. Raleigh erected a num
ber of dwelling-houses, a blacksmith- and carpentershop, a grist-mill and store.

The first merchant in Atsion was Samuel Richards,
who carried on the business in connection with his
iron furnace.
He was succeeded by W. C. Patterson,

and he by Maurice Raleigh, whose executors carry on
the business at present. The post-office was estab
lished at Atsion, at the opening of the store, with
He was succeeded by
Jesse Richards as postmaster.

W. C. Patterson ; he by Maurice Raleigh, and in 1879,
Robert G. Horner was appointed postmaster, which
position he still holds.
Indian Mills.— This little hamlet is located nearly
in the centre of the township, on Bread and Cheese
It contains two stores,
Run, in a farming district.
Baptist and Methodist Episcopal Churches, one sawand grist-mill, post-office, hotel, and several dwellings.
The present merchants are James Hull and George
Hagertgey.
The grist-mill is carried on by George
Taylor. Charles Gaskell carries on the saw-mill. The
post-office

was established

Thompson

as postmaster,

in 1877, with Edmond
who served one year, at
which time he was succeeded by Thomas Stiles for
three years ; at the expiration of that time he was suc
ceeded by George W. Hagertgey,

the present incum

bent.

Tabernacle. — The

hamlet bearing this name was
first settled by Friends, and is located in, the ex
treme northern part of the township.
It contains a

Episcopal Church, post-office, two stores
blacksmith-shop, school-house, and six dwellings.
Among the early merchants of Tabernacle was
Robert Wilson, who kept a small store in 1860, for
three years, at which time he closed out. The next
to open a store was Westley Willetts, who carried on
the business for a short time, when he disposed of his
Methodist

goods and retired from mercantile life.
Since his re
tirement the store has had many occupants, the
present one being Arthur Hains, who entered upon
career in 1880.
Henry Peters has carried on the mercantile business

his mercantile

here for the past ten or twelve years.
The post-office was established iu 1877, with Caleb
Wright as postmaster, who served until
1880, at which
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time Arthur Haines, the present incumbent,
pointed.

was ap

The present blacksmith of Tabernacle is Henry
Allen.
Miss Sallie F. Haines is the present preceptress of
the Tabernacle

school.

Fly att is the name of a little hamlet

in the northern
portion of the township, and is merely a collection of
At one
a few dwelling-houses in a farming district.
time Flyatt loomed Up and became a thriving little
hamlet, but, like some of her sister-towns, she only
flourished for a short time.
Fruitland. — This prospective

city was laid out a
few years ago by speculators as a site for a large city.
Being situated bn the line of railroad, and also on the
Atsion Railroad, it has unusual advantages, and has
grown considerable within the past few years.

Early Taverns. — During

the early settlement of the
township nearly every farm-house on the public high
way was for the time being converted into a hostelry,

have any knowledge is the old Indian
which was built by these aborigines, and
the site of M. S. Thompson's mill, in the
part of the township.
This mill was run
power supplied by a spring.

public.

many hands, until, within a few years ago M. Dillitt
purchased the property and removed the old house,
and erected a new and more commodious hotel on the
old site, and christened this new frame edifice " Dil-

litt's Hotel."
Small's Hotel, situated about two and one-half
miles northeast of Indian Mills, was erected in 1830
by Benjamin Small. This hotel in former times was
also quite a noted place for the traveling public to
" Benny," as he was
stop for the night.
familiarly
was
considered
by all his associates as one of
called,
the boys of "ye olden times."
He carried on the
business until about 1877, when he sold out to Thomas
Crane, who carried on the business until 1879.
Since
that time he has rented the old house with all its good
reminiscences to Dora Small, who still carries on the
business.

Industrial. — Like most others, this township has
quite a variety of industries ; the foundation of all,
Along the Bread and
however, is that of agriculture.
Cheese Run and its tributaries are some of the most
productive farms in the southern portion of the
county.
periods several
There
have been at different
branches of industries entered into by various par
ties, but just where or when, or by whom some of
the old saw-mills were erected it is a difficult matter
The earliest saw-mill that was built
to determine.
within the limits of Shamong township of which we

northern
by water-

chased by Sooy Thompson, who carried on the busi
ness for a few years, and disposed of it to William

He carried on the business until 1880, at
time George Taylor purchased the property,
and has carried on the business since.

Stiles.
which

The saw-mill whicii is located at Indian Mills

was

erected at an early date, and has been run for several
years by Charles Gaskill. This mill is known through

Large
out the township as the Gaskill saw-mill.
quantities of lumber are sawed here, which is con
sumed by the inhabitants of the township.

CHAPTER XXXIX.

This famous old inn is sit

uated about two miles north from Indian Mills, on
the Atsion road. Piper, the genial host of this inn,
carried on the business for several years, when he dis
posed of his tavern and withdrew from public life.
Since his disposal of this hotel it has passed through

stood on

The grist-mill at Indian Mills was built by Eben
ezer Ingle in about 1835, who carried on the milling
business for a short time, when the property was pur

and but few were more conspicuously known for its
genial hospitality than the one known as the "Piper's
Inn." It was opened during the beginning of the
present century, and for years was the popular resort

of the traveling

saw-mill,

SOUTHAMPTON

TOWNSHIP.'

Geographical and Descriptive. — Southampton is
of Burlington County,

one of the interior townships

and is bounded on the east and northeast by Pember
ton, on the south by Woodland and Shamong, on
the southwest and west by Medford, on the north
west by Lumberton,
and on the north by East
ampton and Pemberton townships.
It was taken
from Northampton
township in 1845, and contains
twenty-eight thousand eight hundred and thirty-three
acres of land, of which, in 1870, nine thousand nine
and eighty-one acres were improved and
mostly under cultivation.
The population in 1880 was
hundred

two thousand two hundred and sixty-nine.
The act of the General Assembly describing
boundaries reads as follows, viz. :

the

" Section 1. All that part
of the township of Northampton, in the
County of Burlington, containedwithin the following bounds,to wit:
Beginning in the line between the townships of Evesham and North
ampton, in the sooth branch of the Rancocas Creek, at Haines' bank
landing, near Lumberton ; thence ruuning north 74° 38^' East, about
fifty links to a pine tree marked with four blazes and twelve
hacks,
standing on the bank of said creek; thence continuing the same course
two hundred and eighty-fivechains to a stonestanding on the edge
of the
bank of the north bank of RancocasCreek,nearthe upper sideof
the abut
bridge
ment of the
acrosssaid creek near Shreveville ; thence continuing
thesamecourseabout fifty links to the middle of the
said creek ; thence
up the middle of the said north branch of tbe RancocasCreek,
the several
courses thereof, until it strikes the line between
tho townships of
Northampton and New Hanover ;
thence still along said creek between
the townships of Northampton and New Hanover,
the several courses
tberoof, until it strikes the line betweenthe counties of
Monmouth and
Burlington ; thence along said line until
it strikes the line betweenthe
townships of Little Egg Harbor and Northampton
; thence along said
line until it strikes the line between the townships of Washington
and Evesham; thence along the said line until it strikes the
line
betweenthe townships of Evesham and Northampton ; thence
along
1 By W. H. Shaw.

SOUTHAMPTON
said line to the place of beginning ; shall be and is hereby set off from
the township of Northampton, in the county of Burlington, to be called
and known by the name of.' the township of Coaxen.'"

ries are raised.

a westerly direction, emptying into the Rancocas a
There are several
few rods below Vincentown.
smaller creeks, sufficient for the proper irrigation of
the land through which they flow. The southern
portion of the township is covered principally by
pines and scrub-oaks, the
There
nearly or quite all cut off.
part of the township considerable
in which grow large quantities of
small

old timber being
is also in the south
cedar swamp land,
cedar, used mostly

for fencing. The Camden and Burlington County
Railroad crosses the north part of the township, on
From
which is Ewansville Station, in this township.
this station a branch railroad is in operation to Vin
This road
centown, a distance of about three miles.
is one of the important institutions "of the township,
as it brings the people within an hour and a half of
Philadelphia and the rest of the outside world. The
road also furnishes a means of transportation for im
just out
mense quantities of the rich marl imbedded
village
which
would
other
of Vincentown,
side the
wise be dead property,

hidden

beneath

the earth's

is

it

;

dian missionary David Brainard found the Coaxens.
While the devoted Brainard was preaching the gospel
in these then forest wilds there were men of sufficient
acuteness of judgment to know that all this meant
civilization, — safety in the location, purchase, and set
that building churches for the In
tlement of land
dians could result in nothing less than exchanging
and tomahawk for the pruningthe scalping-knife
hook and peaceful plow.

Hence the purchase (as it
was called) of these lands from the ignorant Indian.
In 1758 part of this territory, owned at that time
by John Burr, was sold to James, Philo, and Vincent
Leeds
Vincent taking the land from the mouth of
Stpp the Jade Creek along up the right bank'of the
Rancocas Creek, upon which now stands the town of
Vincentown.
a

is

Pioneer Deed. — The following
copy of
deed
for two hundred and forty-two acres of land conveyed

remnant of what
by John Wills to
known in this
section as the " Coaxen" tribe of Indians
is

:

the thriving village of Vincentown. The tributaries
of the Rancocas in Southampton are Burr's millstream, in the southeast part, Bear Swamp Run, in
Jade" Creek, flowing
the southwest, and "Stop the
from Pemberton through the hamlet of Buddtown in

it,

small streamlet emptying into the Bear
Here the tribe
Swamp stream below Eayrestown.
lived in all the simplicity of their then honest
was that the then celebrated In
natures.
Here

a

is something over three hundred thousand
dollars, which is annually on the increase.
The principal creek of the township is the main
south branch of the Rancocas, which flows in a north
westerly direction across the township, and through
township

was situate about

a

north of the creek is loam soil, underlaid with a rich
deposit of gray, green, and black marl, which is
brought to the surface in large quantities by the til
lers of the soil, and serves an excellent purpose as a
fertilizer for top-dressing, and is also used in large
quantities for composting with other manures for the
production of large crops of wheat, corn, rye, and
grass. The yearly product of farm produce in this

called

;

much more rolling than on the broad and fertile
plateaus in other parts of the township.
The soil is
principally quite sandy south of the Rancocas, and

as they

now
half miles southwest from what
Vincentown, on beautiful plateau along the Coaxen
Creek,

1, 1845.

Natural Features. — The surface of this township
is gently undulating, sufficiently so as to admit of
proper drainage, and along the borders of creeks

27

town or village,
one and

a

" Section 2. All parts of the act to which this is a supplement not con
sistent herewith Bhall be and the sameis hereby repealed; and this act
immediately."
shall take effect

" This Indenturemade the 8th day of Oct 1740,in the 14th year
of the
reign of our Sovereign Lord, George2d,over Great Britain, France and
Ireland, King, betweenJohn Wills of the township of Northampton in
the County of Burlington and Province of New Jersey '(Gentleman),of
the one part, and the children of the late Indian King Opollonwhen,
late of the township of Northampton,iu the County and Province afore
said, deceased,and to his two brothers, called by the namesof Teannis
and Moonis, Indians and nativesof the westerlydivision of the Province
of New Jersey, of the other part; Wilnesseth,
that the said John Wills
for and in Considerationof the sum of four shillings Current money of
the aforesaidProvince of New Jersey, to him in hand paid by the said
Children of the Baid Indian King, and Teaunis and Moonis, his two
brothers, at or before the ensaling and delivery of these presents the
receipt whereof,he the said John Wills doth hereby own and acknowl
edge,and thereof and of every part and parcel thereof doth hereby ac
quit, release and discharge the said Children of the said Indian King,
and the said Teaunis and Moonis, and every of them forever by these
presents,and also for and m Considerationof the good will that he has
to the children of Opollonwhen and his two brothers Teaunis and Moonis
thattbey might have perpetualhabitation for their generation,offspring
Btock, or kindred forever; has given, granted, bargained,sold, aliened
enfeoffed,released,conveyedand confirmed,and doth by thesepresents
fully, clearly, and absolutely give grant, bargain, sell, alien, enfeoff,re
lease,Convey and Confirm unto the Children of Opollonwhen and his
two brothers Teaunis and Moonis, and their progeny forever- All that
tract of land and plantation, situate in the forks of the Rancocas or
Northampton River in the Township of Northampton, in the
County of
Burlington, and Province of New Jersey, and by the survey thereof
lyeth thus bounded. Beginning at
Maple, marked with the letters
a

" Section 1. The name of the township of Coaxen,in the County of
Southampton,'
Burlington, shall be changed to '
and the inhabitants of
Baidtownship shall hereafter be styled and known by the name of ' the
inhabitants of the township of Southampton, in the County of Bur
lington.1

Early Settlers and Pioneer Incidents.— Previous

to and at the time the first white settlers set foot upon
the soil now known as Southampton, the Coaxen (or
Quakeson) tribe of Indians occupied the land, or so
Their little
much of it as .Indians usually occupy.

a

1,

1845:

Approved April

There are also in the south part of the town
several
hundred acres of marsh land, known as
ship
cranberry bogs, on which large quantities of cranber

surface.

a

March
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An act supplemental to act approved

TOWNSHIP.

420

HISTORY OF BURLINGTON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

BVBR,

standing on the south side of the middle branch of Rancocas, agrees,to and with the said Children of the said Opollonwhen, and his
two brothers,Teaunis and Moonis, andtheir progeny,and by these pres
commonly called Ayres Mill Creek, and at the mouth of a small lun of
water, and runs thence hy the land of John Burr, (1) south 39° 30' E 91 ents, that the said granted, bargained 242acres of land, plantation and
ch. 18links to a black oak by the head of said run ; thence (2) still by
premises,and every part or parcel thereof,with their and every of their
appurtenances unto the said Children of the said Opollowhen, and his
said Burrs land, south 52° W. 62 ch. 50 links to a deadblack oak with a
living white oak by the side of it Marked for a corner; thence (3) by
two brothers,Teaunis and Moonis, their generation, offspring, stock or
said Burrs, N 75°30' W. 12ch. to a large White oak tree on the eastside kindred, or to such of them as the said land may descend,according to
5°
W. 21 ch.
of Coaxenrun ; thence (4) by the land of Daniel "Wills,N
the custom used among the Indians, so long as the water runs in the
40 links to a white oak; thence (5) by said Wills N. 43° W., 8 ch.
river Delaware and Rancocas or Northampton rivers, against all and
21°
to a stake; thence (6) N.
E. 1 ch, 50 links to a stake; thence every person or persons whatsoever claiming, or that shall or may at
23° W. 10 ch. to a stake; thence (8 N. 43° 30' E. 18 ch. 50 any time or times hereafter lawfully claim any estate,right, title or in
(7)
links to the creek; thence (9) up the same south 88° (N. 43.30) 10
terestof in or to any part or parcel thereof with their, and every of their
ch. 50 links ; thence (10) S. 40°30' E. 2 ch. 50 links ; thence (11) S. 40° appurtenances; shall and will foreverwarrant and defendby these pres
E. 9 ch. ; thence (12) S. —° E. 6 ch. 40 links ; thence (13) N. 22° E. 8 ch.
ents. In witness whereof the party first abovenamedin these presents
50 links; thence (84) S. 84° 30' E. 4 ch.; thence (15) S. 39° E. 8 ch. 50 have to this Indenture set his hand and seal this day and year above
links; thence (16) S. 57° E. 5ch.; thence (17) N. 67° E. 6 ch. 50links;
written.
thence (18) N. 20° E. ft ch. ; thence (19)S. 53° 30' E. 7 ch. 16 liuks to the
"John Wills, [seal.]
place of beginning, containing 242 acres of land with allowances for
"Sealed, signed, and delivered in tbe
presence of the subscribers, one of his
highways; which land being a part of a warrant granted to him the said
John Wills from the Council of Proprietors, for the taking up of a quan
Majesties, the King's Council for the Prov
tity of 624acresof land in the 5thdivision or taking up ; bearing date ince of New Jersey.
the 9thof May, a.p. 1740,which said warrant being in the surveyor-gen
"RicHAnn Smith.
eral's officewill more and at large appear; and which share of land he" Also in the presenceof Isaac Pearson, Caleb Roper, Isaac
Delno.
right
testament
cameof
to him, the said John Wills, by the hist will and
" Recordedin Book EE, page 76,in Secretary'sOffice in Burlington."
of his father, Daniel Wills, deceased,bearing date the 25thMarch, 1698,
and was by the said Daniel Wills purchasedof William Biddle and Mary
Olive, one quarter part of a propriety, as by said deed,bearing date the
Civil Organization. — Previous to the organization
6thday of October,1693,will appearat large in the Secretary'sOfficein
Burlington, Liber B, folio 336 and 337,recourse heing thereunto had;
together with all the houses,fences,and improvementswhatsoeverupon
the said land, made and done,with all the mines, minerals, woods,un
derwood,fisheries,fowlings, hawkings, huntings, and all other the roy
alties, profits, hereditaments,and appurtenancesto the said 242acresof
land and plantation belonging or in any wise appertaining, and all the
estate,right and title, interest,property,possessions,claims and demands
whatsoeverof him the said John Wills, both in law and equity, of, in, or
to the said granted and bargained 242acresof land and plantation and
premises, and every part and parcel thereof,with their and every of
their appurtenances,and the revertions and remaindersthereof,and of
every part or parcel thereof. To have and to hold the said 242acresof
land and plantation, and every part and parcel thereof, with their and
every of their appurtenancesunto the children of the paid Oppollonwhen, and to his two brothers Teaunis aud Morris, and their progeny,
so long asthe waters run in the lower Delawareand Eancocasor North
ampton rivers, to their only proper use, behoof-of the children of the
said Opollonwhen, and his two brothers Teaunis and Morris, and their
generations,offspring,stock,or kindred, and to eachof them as the said
land may descendaccordingto the customusedamongthe said Indians
forevermore. And the said John WillB for himself, his heirs and execu
tors, covenants grants and agrees to and with the children of the
said Opollonwhen and his two brothers, and their progeuy by these
presents in manner and form following, that is to say. That the
said John Wills, at the time of the sealing and delivery of these
presents,is and standeth lawfully and rightfully seized of and in the
said 242acresof land, plantation, and premises,and every part and par
cel thereof,with their and every of their appurtenances,as of a good,
sure, absoluteand indefusableestateand inheritance in feesimple, and
now hath good right, full power,lawful and absoluteauthority in busi
ness to grant, bargain, sell, alien, enfeoff,release,convey and confirm
the said granted and bargained 242acresof land, plantation and prem
ises as abovelimitedand boundedas the map thereofis thereto annexed,
unto the said children of the said Opollonwhen and Mb two brothers
Teaunis and Moonis, and their progeny forever, according to the true
intent, purport, tenor, and meaning of thesepresents; and that it shall
and may be lawful for the children of the said Opollonwhen,and his
two brothers Teaunis and Moonis, and their progenyfrom time to time,
and at all times forever to transfer by the virtue of these presents,
quietly aud peacefullyto have, hold, occupy,possess,and enjoy all and
singular, the said 242 acres of land, plantation and premises,by these
presentsmentioned,with their, and every of their appurtenanceBwith
out the lawful let, suit, trouble, hindrance, erection, ejection, or any
other interruption of him the said John Wills, his heirs, executors,ad
ministrators or any other personor personswhatsoeverlawfully claim
ing or pretending to claim any part or parcel thereof. The Quitreuts
thereout issuing unto our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and suc
cessorswith the arrearBthereof, if any, be only accepted. And the said
John Wills, for himself, his heirs and executors,bargains, grantB and

of this township by the State Legislature, the terri
tory embraced in this as well as Lumberton town
ship was called Coaxen (or Quakeson, as spelled by
some), and, as will be seen by the proceedings of the
first town-meeting, which we herewith give, a reso
lution was passed asking that the name of the new
township be Southampton, in contradistinction,
no
doubt, from the name of the township on the north
of it:

" At aii annual Town-meeting
of the Township of Coaxen, in the
county of Burlington, openedin front of the houseof Charles C. Shinn,
in Vincentown, on Tuesday,the 11th day of March, 1845.
" The moderator of last
year, Isaac W. Eayre, called the meeting to
order.
"On motion, it was
" Resolved,that Isaac
W. Eayre be the judge of the present Town
meeting.
" 2d. Resolved,that Oliver
Cox be Clerk.
" The Clerk then read
the Riot Act, and the seventh section of the
act incorporating Townships, their powers and duties.
"3d. The statement of the Township presented by the
old town
ship.
,
"4th. Two resolutions in relation to the changing the
name of this
township were read and adopted.
"5th. Dog tax, fifty cents a head.
" 6th. Amount raised
for schoolfund by township, $500.
" 7th. Next
town-meeting to be held at Vincentown.
"8th. Surplus revenue be appropriated to pay
the debt of the town
ship, and not to School purposesas heretofore.
"9th. Next election to be held at the upper house
in Vincentown
"10th. A motion was made to dispensewith
overseers of the roads
Motion lost.
" llth. On
motion.Resolved,that it be discretionarywith the Township
Committee how much shall be expended for repairs
on roads,and any
Overseer going beyond the sameso allowed
does it on his own respon"12th. Next town-meetingto be opened at the upper
house in Vincentown.
"Resolved, by the Inhabitants of the
township of Coaxen in the
county.of Burlington, in their
first Annual Town meeting a,
embled
that u is the senseof this meeting that
the name of said township
shou d be changed to Southampton,and
that the Senatorsand
members
of Assembly from this county be
respectfully requested to aid in
effect
ing such legislative enactmentas may be
necessaryfor that purpose
Resolved,that a copy of the foregoing
resolution, signed by 'the

SOUTHAMPTON
moderator of this meeting,be sent to the chairman of the committee
on corporation of the liouse of assemblyof this stateas soon after the
close of this meeting as practicable.
'Isaac W. Eayres, Moderator.

' March 11, 1845.'

Clerk, Caleb Lamb ; Assessor, Robert P. Haines ;
Bodine ; Chosen Freeholders,
Collector, Theodore
John S. Irick and Benjamin R. Peacock ; Commis
sioners of Appeal,

John Kirkbride,

Thomas

Haines,

and Edward Black ; Surveyors

of Highways, John
Cox and Franklin Hilliard ; Overseers of Poor, E.
Royce and James Worrell ; Judge of Election, Thomas
B. Woolston ; Constables, Joseph G. Prickett and
John Gaskill ; Overseers of Highways : East District,
Job Cline ; North District, Joseph Wells ; West Dis
trict, Joseph Allen ; South District, William Shemely ;
Township Committee, Aaron Harker, Edward B.
and
Thomas, Charles Bowker, Lewis Butterworth,
Amos Taylor ; School Committee, Joseph F. Rowand,
Josiah

I.

Prickett, and Samuel Dobbins

;

Justices of

the Peace, Arthur Haines, John B. Taylor, Daniel
Wells, William S. Fort, and Joseph Lippincott;
Pound-Keepers, Joseph Bowker and Charles Wil
son.

We herewith give a list of town clerks, collectors,
chosen freeholders, assessors, and town committee, as
found in the records, from the organization of the
township to the present time :
CLERKS.
1845.Caleb tamb.
1846.Benjamin Brown.
1847-48.Wilson Stokes.
1849.Isaiah L. Dobbins.
1850.Samuel Howel.
1851.Charles B. JoneB.
1852-53.Aaron S. Haines.
1854-57.Samuel D. Howell.
1858.Joshua Woolston, Jr., and
Joseph F. Eowand, to fill va
cancy.

1859-61.William M. Zelly.
1862-63.Martin L. Haines.
1864.Joseph P. Elkinton.
1865-67.Guy B. Loveland.
1868.Aaron S. Haines.
1869,1872-79.Stacy B. Eayre.
1870-71.Japhet B. Woolston.
1880-82.Samuel E. Branson.

COLLECTORS.
1845-46.Theodore Bodine.
1847-49.Joseph Wells.
1850.Joseph Darwood.
1851-52.Richard B. Naylor.
1853-55.Joseph C. Kirkbride.
1856-57,1870.James Colkitt.
1858.Crispin Lippincott.
1859-60.Franklin Alloway.
1861.Alfred Haines.

1862-65.GeorgeEgley.
1866-68.John W. Haines.
1869.John S. Budd.
1871-73.Absalom E. Cox.
1874.John Hofflinger.
1875-76.J. W. Hofflinger.
1877.John N. Sloan.
1878-80.Franklin E. Allen.
1882.William D. Haines.

CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
1845-47.John S. Irick.
Benjamin R. Peacock.
1848.Robert P. Haines.
Joseph Kirkbride.
1849.Robert P. Haines.
Jacob L. Githens.
1850.Jacob L. Githens.
Joshua Hilliard.
1851.Jacob L. Githens.
James L. Dobbins.
1862.James L. Dobbins.
1853-54.Joshua Woolston, Sr.

1855-57.Joseph Wells.
1858-59.Joseph L. Budd.
1860-62.Charles B. Jones.
1863-65.Joseph H. Lippincott.
1866-68.Theodore Budd.
1869,1873-74.Samuel Norcross.
1870-72.William H. Doron.
1875-76.Samuel B. Colkitt.
1877-79.S. R. Simonds.
1880,1882.CharleBAustin.
1881.Budd S. Cowperthwaite.
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ASSESSORS.

1845^47.
Robert P. Haines.
1848-49.Hollinshead Kirkbride
1850-51.Franklin Hilliard.
1852-53,1856.John H. Pippit.
1854.Joshua E. Shreve.
1855.John B. Troth.
1857-58.Samuel J. Allen.
1859.Martin L. Haines.
TOWNSHIP

1860-62.Samuel G. Prickitt.
1863-64.Phineas K. Hilliard.
1865.John W. Haines.
1866-68.James M. Hargrove.
1869.William G. Harveson.
1870-72.Joseph Rogers.
1873-77.Charles H. Haines.
1878-82.Francis C. Naylor.
COMMITTEE.

—Aaron Harker, Edward B. Thomas, Charles Bowker, Lewis But
1845.
terworth, Amos Taylor.
1846.—Thomas Prickett, John M. Haines, Amos Taylor, Guy Bryan,
Charles Lippincott.
— Isaac H. Morris, Thomas Prickitt, Charles Bowker, John M.
1847.
Haines, James L. Dobbins.
1848.—
Charles Bowker, Isaac W. Morris, James L. Dobbins, Edward
Black, Joseph Campion.
1849.—Charles Bowker, Isaac W. Morris, James L. Dobbins,Joseph Cam
pion, Philip Streaker.
—Joseph K. Rodgors, Amos Taylor, Samuel H. Budd, Carlisle
1850.
Brown, Joshua Woolston.
—Joseph K. Rodgers, John G. Smalley, Theodore B. Phillips,
1851.
Joseph E. Bolton, Josiah J. Prickett.
— Joshua A. Jones, Benjamin F. Gauntt, John G. Smalley.
1852.
— Samuel P. Haines, Jacob C. Lippincott, John Doron.
1853.
— John Doron, Wycoff Norton, Joseph L. Budd.
1854.
—John Doron, Joseph W. Ross, Henry B. Wright.
1855.
1856.—William T. Jones, Mahlon Kirkbride, Guy Bryan.
— William T. Jones, Mahlon Kirkbride, Leander J. Budd.
1857.
—William T. Jones, Mahlon Kirkbride, Josiah J. Prickitt.
1858.
1859.—Michael White, TheodoreBudd, Josiah J. Prickitt.
—Josiah J. Prickitt, Aaron Harker, Jr., Joseph R. Dobbin.
1860.
—Josiah J. Prickitt, William T. Jones, Joseph L. Budd.
1861.
1862.—
Joseph L. Budd, Michael White, Charles Ewan.
— Joseph L. Budd, Charles Ewan, John H. Pippit.
1863.
1864-65.—
Charles Ewan, John H. Pippit, TheodoreBudd.
— John H. Pippit, Ivans Davis, Benjamin D. Haines.
1866-68.
1869.—Joseph H. Lippincott, John H. Pippitt, James M. Hargrave.
— Barclay C. Allen, Aaron Harker, Absalom E. Cox.
1870.
— Aaron Harker, Ivans Davis, Lewis L. Prickitt.
1871.
1872.—GeorgeF. Brown, Budd S. Cowperthwaite,Charles Ewan.
—George F. Brown, B. S. Cowperthwaite,Joseph Rogers.
1873-74.
— B. S. Cowperthwaite,John W. Haines. Joseph Rogers.
1875.
— B. S. Cowperthwaite,John W. Haines, Franklin Rogers.
1876.
— John W.Haines, B. S. Cowperthwaite, Carlisle Brown, Wil
1877-78.
liam S. Joyce, F. S. Jones.
— Carlisle Brown, B. S. Cowperthwaite,Franklin S. Jones.
1879.
1880.—GeorgeF. Brown, Daniel L. Woolston, William S. Joyce.
George F. Brown, D. L. Woolston, Frank E. Allen.
1881.—
— Daniel S. Woolman, John H. Worrell, GeorgeF. Brown.
1882.

Villages and Hamlets.— Vincentown is the prin
cipal town in Southampton township, and is pleas
antly located on either bank of the south branch of
the Rancocas Creek, immediately above the mouth of
Jade" Creek. In the " Life of John
"
the Stop the
Brainard" it is spoken of as Quakertown, from the
number of Quakers composing its early inhabitants.
Tradition, with its ever self-reliant anecdotes, posi
tively assures us that this point of land between the
Rancocas and Stop the Jade Creeks, on which stands
the sober old town of Vincentown, was known far and
near as Brimstone Neck, probably from the sulphur
ous exhalations of the old pioneers when met on their
occasional convivial seasons at the old pioneer hos
telry.
Well, it is said that they did make " Rome
howl" at times. All these traditional scenes left
far
in the dim past, we now look upon- this town with its
beautiful surrounding country, its charming silvery
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facilities,

its business

enterprises,

their rise and growth.
History or records point us to nothing of a me
chanical or manufacturing interest in this place prior
to 1775 save the old saw-mill, built by Joseph Burr,
Mr. Burr willed his
saw-mill at Vincentown to his daughter, Keziah
Howell, wife of Governor Howell, of New Jersey.
There is quite a romance connected with the marriage
of Miss Burr to Governor Howell. She was one of

about a mile above Vincentown.

belles, known far and wide for her
charming beauty and ladylike accomplishments, and
But the gallant Howell,
many were her suitors.
through the aid of a third party, finally won her
heart and hand.
The greatest obstacle in his way
the reigning

was, he was an Episcopalian, while her parents were
strict Friends. Like most lovers, such trifling ob
stacles were soon overcome, and the two were made
one.

The pioneer grist-mill at this place was built by
Joseph Burr, Jr., in 1812, on the site of the present
mill, owned by Gen. John S. Irick.
. For a town known to be settled as early as this was,
we are nevertheless confined to the narrow limits of
the present century for facts in the case.
During the period of the Revolutionary war there
were but very few houses at this place, consequently
no necessity for stores and trades, while no doubt the
pioneer trading during the most of the last century
was done at Mount Holly, which is but a few miles
When the Leeds brothers became owners
distant.
of the site of Quakertown, the name was changed to
that of Vincentown, after Vincent Leeds, and the
name so continued when a post-office was established,
in 1831 or 1832, and Err Joyce appointed postmaster.

He then kept the office in the frame building next
Evans' Hotel. Just when
south of
the first tavern
opened
was
here, or who the pioneer dispenser of
lightning"
provender and " Jersey
was is not positively
known, but in 1812, John Butterworth and Benjamin
inn-keepers."
kept
Butterworth
Burr were the "
what in later and present years is known as the upper
This hostelry was also kept by William
tavern.
Fairholm
Fairholm, previous to that of Butterworth.
filled the double capacity of inn-keeper and blacksmith.
His shop stood near his tavern, on the site now occu
pied by the residence of John Ross. The last tavernkeeper in the upper house was Moses Bennett, who
died while engaged in the business, and his widow
continued the business a few years, when the prop
erty changed hands, and the present owner of the

property is Frederick Kumph.
The lower tavern, as it was and is still called, was
kept by Benjamin Burr in a frame building that stood

on the site now occupied by Buzby & Woolman's
brick store. There was a wing to the old tavern, oc
cupying the space between Buzby & Woolman's store
and the present hotel. The old tavern-house was re
moved, converted into a dwelling-house, and now oc

cupied by Clayton Haines and John Doron. Burr
was succeeded in the old tavern by Whitle Bowker,
and Bowker by Amasa Lippincott. He was succeeded

by Allen Southwick in the old tavern till 1831, when
the present brick hotel was built, and Southwick kept
that for several years, and now owned by J. R. Evans.
The pioneer store stood opposite the grist-mill, and
was kept by Samuel Beck.
This was some time pre
vious to 1800.
The building was subsequently con
verted into a dwelling-house.
The next store-house
in Vincentown is the one now occupied by Joseph E.
It was built previous to 1800, and store
Butterworth.
kept by Doron & Stockton.
This property was once
owned by John Sleeper, and then by Mahlon Sleeper.
In 1831 or 1832 there was a store on the corner of
Main and Mill Streets, where now stand the fine
double residences of Buzby & Woolman.
The brick store now occupied by Buzby & Woolman was built about the year 1834 by Garret Winters.
He also built the brick tavern, and at that time owned
the property where both store and hotel stand.
In 1830 or 1831 there was a small tan-yard on what
is now Mill Street, nearly opposite the grist-mill.
The first to engage in the manufacture of boots and

in this place was John Sleeper and his son
Mahlon. The shop stood on the site now occupied

shoes

by Samuel Butterworth's
residence, and Sleeper's
house stood on the site now occupied by the Metho
dist Episcopal Church. In 1833, Robert H. Woolston
owned the lot upon which the Vincentown National

Bank stands, and in that year built the building now
occupied by the bank.
The pioneer wheelwright-shop

of this place was
built and operated by William Dobbins, on the corner
opposite the Baptist Church. The building is now
owned and occupied by Frank Alloway as a tailorshop. The next wheelwright-shop
was by Jervis
Haines, in the shop now occupied by John Ross.
The "Haines"' wheelwright- and blacksmith-shop,
north of the Baptist Church, was built by Haines and
Lippincott in 1840 or 1842.
The pioneer blacksmith of Vincentown was An
thony Phillips.
His shop was near where the Bap
tist Church now stands. The next blacksmith was
Joseph Naylor. His shop was on
Main Street, now
owned by Joshua Lippincott.
It was a frame build
ing, and subsequently filled in with brick and the
siding taken off, giving it the appearance of a brick
building.
The present grist-mill was built in 1850 by Joshua
^
S. Burr, and after his death purchased
by Gen. John
S. Irick, who has improved it to its present
dimensions,
adding steam-power in 1881.
Vincentown in 1882.— There is at present in this
town a grist- and saw-mill, owned by Gen.
Irick;
national bank, on corner of Main and Mill
Streets;
public school, No. 63 ;
post-office, by Japhet B. Wool
ston ; select school, by J. G. Herbert ; railroad
station,
terminus of Vincentown Branch of Pennsylvania
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Railroad ; pits of the Vincentown Marl Company ;
three stores, —J. E. Butterworth, Buzby & Woolman,
and N. H. Peacock ; two drug-stores, — F. S. Hilliard
and D. A. Jones; four blacksmith-shops, — Charles
Haines, Joshua Lippincott, Clayton Sapp, and F. S.
Jones

; four wheelwright-shops,

Ross,

John

—W.

D. Haines, John
E. Branson ; four
shoe-shops, — John McFarland, C. B. Marple, John
S. Davis, and Aaron A. Sleeper ; one tailor-shop,
Frank Alloway ; three churches, — Methodist Epis
copal, Baptist, and Protestant Episcopal ; and one
Goldy,

and

Samuel

Quaker meeting-house, of which James Branson has
charge.
The population of Vincentown in 1880 was
six hundred and eighty-three.
Buddtown,1
a village of about one hundred and
fifty inhabitants, is situated in Southampton town
" Stop the Jade" Creek, a branch of the
ship, on
Rancocas, midway between the towns of Vincentown
and Pemberton, about two and a half miles from each.
Around the town is one of the most fertile farming
sections of Burlington County, of which it is partially
the centre of trade and repairs.
The earliest record that can be obtained of the
place is in a survey made to Daniel Leeds in 1719,
which survey is described as being near a saw-mill
Jade,"
"

owned by Thomas Budd.
Budd whose life and actions were
mostly identified with its early history was the oldest
son of William Budd (the second), and grandson of
William Budd, the immigrant, who landed in Bur
on

Stop the
The Thomas

lington in 1678, and afterwards located near Pem
This Thomas Budd married Jemima, the
berton.
daughter of Philo Leeds, and bought of his father-inlaw a large tract of land, adjoining what is now called
Buddtown, where he settled, lived, and died in 1775,
aged sixty-seven years, deeding and willing in sev
eralty to his three sons, Thomas, Isaac, and Joseph,
about fifteen hundred acres north and south of Budd
town, lands which he had in part purchased and part
located with proprietary rights.
To his son Isaac he willed the land south and south
east of Buddtown, to his son Joseph he willed the
lands north of Buddtown, including his homestead

farm; to his son Thomas he, in 1773, deeded about
three hundred and fifty-three acres northeast of and
adjoining his homestead farm, bought of Levi
Briggs.
Thomas Budd, Jr., dying in 1776, at the age
of thirty-two,

in the Continental

service, willed his
and fifty-three acres to his brothers
Isaac and Joseph. Joseph afterwards sold his por
tion to Isaac. Isaac willed this land to his sons Jo
Joseph's portion was heired by his
seph and Stacy.
three hundred

daughter Josephine, wife of Henry I. Budd, and sold
to William E. Taylor and Joseph Heister, by whom
Stacy's portion is now owned
is now owned.
it
(1882)

Isaac willed his farms south of
by his son George.
Buddtown : first, the part adjoining the town to his
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son John ; the next adjoining farm (southeast) to his
son Samuel ; the next adjoining farm, west of the
latter, to his son Isaac, Jr. John's portion now
mostly belongs to his son, Franklin Budd, Pemberton
Sam
and Robert C. Taylor (three separate farms).
uel's portion, in two farms, was, and is now, ownedfby

his sons, Francis and Joseph L. Budd. Joseph's
Isaac,
farm is now owned by J. Marble Hargrove.
Jr's., portion is now owned, in two farms, by his sons,
Alfred and Theodore Budd.
Joseph Budd, upon the death of his brother Thomas,
took his place as captain in the provincial service,
was promoted
his lifetime.

to major,

and so designated

during

When first married he resided on the

homestead farm near Buddtown, but soon after settled
on his plantation at the intersection of the Columbus
and Vincentown and the South Mount Holly and
Pemberton roads, now owned and occupied by his
grandson, John Smalley. . Holding many private and
public trusts, and owning several farms, inherited
from his father and father-in-law, his time was prin

cipally occupied in their management and the nu
merous estates
guardian.

for

which

he acted as trustee aud

sixty-six years, he left his farm
daughter, Mrs. Samuel
Smalley ; a farm northeast of and adjoining Birming
ham to his daughter, wife of Rev. Joseph Shippard ;
to his son Joseph a farm adjoining this, and now
Dying in

where

he

1821, aged

resided

to his

owned by Streaker Bodine ; to his wife a farm near
County; all his lands
Bridgeton, in Cumberland
north of and adjoining Buddtown, which are now
divided

into six farms, to his son, Col. Thomas

F.

Budd.
On the decease of Thomas F. Budd, in 1849, his
two sons, Leander J. and William I. Budd, divided
the father's farming land between them, Leander
taking the two farms on the northwest side of the

J.

survey, lying on both sides of the Birmingham road,
and forty acres adjoining the village of Buddtown ;
Dr.' James
the latter forty acres, and now belongs to

Still's estate.
William I. Budd took the farms on the east and
William I. Budd dying in 1856
south of the survey.
without male heirs, his brother and executor, Leander
J. Budd, sold the homestead farm to John F. Budd,
the farm south of it to William Hoit, the farm west
of the last to Pemberton Taylor, he to James Marble.
John F. Budd afterwards sold his to Edmund Prickitt ;
he to William E. Taylor; he to Henry I. Budd; he
to Thomas Reeves; he to Isaiah P. Goldy; he to
William Pope, by whom it is now owned. William
Hoit sold his to William H. Doran, who now owns
it. James Marble's farm descended to his son-in-law,
Josephus Sooy, by whom it is now owned.
Leander
J. Budd dying in 1864, left his farm to his widow,
Rebecca L. Budd, and children, — Henry I., Rebecca

A.,
>By Henry I. Budd.
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but

and Mary F., by whom it is now owned,
occupied by Peter Ellis, husband of Rebecca
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Absalom
and J. Goldy Montgomery.
Edmund owns the farm to the west of and adjoin
ing the town. This farm descended to him from
his father, Thomas Edmund, who bought of Sam
From 1826 to 1845 the
uel Dobbins about 1826.
land adjoining and southwest of the town belonged
to Thomas Gaskill. From him it descended to his
son, Israel Gaskill, now owned by John H. Worrell
South and southeast of the
and J. Somerfield Budd.

A. Budd Ellis

town, James Asay owned the farm where Pemberton
Taylor now owns, and Thomas Dolton, then James
Atkinson the next farm south, now owned by Robert
C. Taylor. At this early day, 1826, Isaac Lee also
owned twenty acres adjoining and west of Dolton's.
Still farther south, the adjoining farms to the ones
above mentioned ar,e the Isaiah Goldy farm, George
Rogers'
Gaskill, Joseph Bennett, John Cox, Asa
Benjamin
and Lewis Atkinson farms. Be
heirs, and
yond these and over the Rancocas comes in the pine
region, with but little farming land, except an occa
sional oasis in the midst of a sandy desert.
A large and fertile body of land from half to one mile
was owned and oc
east and northeast of Buddtown
cupied at an early day by Judge Joseph Earl, and
from him descended in severalty to his sons, Richard
Richard's
W., Franklin W., and Taunton Earl.

stream, entered into a partnership, Joseph one-third
and Isaac two-thirds, and built a new saw-mill, at or
near the site of the old one, about 1780.
This saw-mill was owned and operated by the heirs

of Isaac and Joseph Budd until 1870, when on ac
count of the timber supply giving out the mill was.
abandoned, and the site of the pond has now become
a fertile meadow.
In 1850, Thomas F. Budd (son of Joseph) built
a
across the road from the present blacksmith-shop
large steam (grain and lumber) mills.
These mills

several years by his son, William I.
Budd, but proving unprofitable were sold by his ex
ecutor, Leander J. Budd, to William C. Norton, who,
were managed

failing to make them pay, sold the machinery, dis
mantled the building, moved it away, and converted

it

into a farm-house.

The first school, in a log building, was started in
on land donated by Joseph Budd, where the
present public school building now stands.
The Methodist Episcopal Church was built in 1854,
1780,

on lands given by Isaac Budd. The trustees were
Benajah Antrim, John F. Budd, Samuel K. Budd,

daughter

Benjamin Atkinson, and Joshua E. Bolton. There
has been no settled pastor, the church having always
been under the jurisdiction of the Pemberton charge.
/ The first house was built for the sawyer, and lo

Lippincott.

stands.

Franklin W. Earl and his sons, Frank, Joshua, and
Charles, own and occupy their father's and uncle
Taunton's land, Taunton dying without children.
Directly west and north of the Thomas Budd sur
vey is a large body of land owned at an early day by
Jacob Lamb,. which descended to his daughters, Mrs.
Dr. Lott, Mrs. John Cox, Mrs. Abraham Eayre, and
Mrs. Benjamin Cox in severalty. The same farms

The first blacksmith- and wheelwright-shops were
erected on the site of the present hay-scales at the
same time the mill was rebuilt.

Gertrude
now owns her father's farm,
which is occupied by her and her husband, Henry

are now owned in the same order by John Gleason,
Benjamin D. Haines, L. J. Budd's estate, and John
Still west of this survey was a large
Butterworth.
estate, first owned and occupied by James Wills, and
extended

from the north

Rancocas

Creek

south to

"Stop the Jade" Creek, now divided into four large
farms, now (1882) owned respectively by Joseph and

Samuel Butterworth, Samuel Davis' estate, Ann Eliza
beth and Isabella Renaud, granddaughters of James
Wills (the original proprietor).
Southwest of the
last; is

Job

Butterworth's

farm, first owned by

John

Hollinshead, then by his daughter, who married
David Peacock, an active and intelligent farmer, who
invented the first iron plow, and made the first ex
tensive application of green sand marl, a valuable
fertilizer that underlies all this section, is the source
of its surpassing fertility, and is by the thousands of
tons transported both by rail and wagon long dis
tances to less favored localities.
The old mill having gone into decay, Isaac and Jo
seph Budd owning each the lands, Joseph on the
"
north and Isaac on the south side of Stop the Jade"

cated about where the barn of Franklin

Budd now

The first store was started by Samuel Dobbins in
in a little brick building between the present
dwellings of Franklin Budd and Mrs. William Budd.
James Campbell followed as the second store-keeper
in the same place.
John F. Budd first enlarged his residence into a
large frame building; then, 1826, opened a hotel,
afterwards a store. This later was conducted as a
store by Aaron Early ; now is owned and occupied
as a residence by Mrs. William Budd and her son
Michael.
John S. Budd, son of John F. Budd, now occupies
the large brick store opposite to his late father's resi
dence, which was first built and occupied by Isaac
Dobbins in 1826.
He was followed by James Stiles,
Joseph Wills, Asa Wills, William Heulings, Joseph
1815,

F. Rowand, John B. Taylor, William H. Budd, John
S. Budd, in succession.
Later, or about 1860, a store adjoining the Method
ist Church was started and carried on by Reuben
Stratton.

The first hotel was kept by Thomas Green, then
by Job Davis, followed by Jacob Naylor in 1826
who united the trade of cooper with
hotel-keep
ing, and died in 1845.
The hotel was then sold
to John B. Taylor, then to Israel Gaskill.
He willed
the same to Job H. Gaskill, his brother, now owned
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Robert Davidson followed Jacob
then Adin Sine for eight years,
Marble Hargrove, Thomas Feake, Adin Sine,

by Thomas Bozarth.

Naylor

then

J.

as proprietor,

and Thomas Bozarth.

The house where Benjamin Shinn now lives was
built by Isaac Budd for his slave Ishmael.
Two of
Ishmael's children, Imaleah and Beulah, were left by
Isaac Budd, Sr., to his wife, Ann Budd, until they
arrived at the age of twenty-one years, when they
were to be manumitted.
Ishmael had a later son, which he named Free
born, as he was born after the law was passed fixing
the time for all children of slaves to be born free.
This Freeborn died a few years ago, aged one hun
dred and six years.
Isaac

Samuel

James Asay, and
Hargrove,
Robert Taylor were among the early residents of
Buddtown, and were men of marked individuality.
Lee,

Isaac Budd also carried on the business of brickThe old claymaking in connection with farming.
holes, partly redeemed into farming land, remain as
a testimony to the early business of the place.
Although much of the property in and surrounding
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The cotton-mills at this place were operated
Congress
1842, when the free-trade policy of
crippled and closed them up, with several others
throughout the country.
There is nothing left now
to mark the location of the factory except a few old
pilings and the old dam and flood-gates. But very
few of the buildings connected with the factory re
main.
The old store has been converted into a Bap
tist mission.
The fine old mansion, occupied by the
Boltons, Howells, and Cushmans, bears but little
The
traces of its once noted genuine hospitality.
large tract of land once belonging with the place
passed into the hands of Charles Bispham, of Mount
Retreat.

until

Holly, who has cleared up a large farm on what was
" Great Briar Swamp."
In
known as the

formerly
Episco
1858, James Branson organized a Methodist
pal Sunday-school in the old school-house, upon the
site of which a new school-house was built, and the
old one converted into a Methodist Church.
Schools. — There are six school districts

in this

township, the condition of each, according to the
report of the State Board of Education in 1880, being
as follows :

the town has passed into other hands, a large part is
still owned by the heirs of Isaac and Joseph Budd,
from whom the village first took the name of Budd
The principal property-holders of the place
town.

Lane District, No. 61. — Total amount
for school purposes for the year, $365.35 ;
school property, $1000; whole number of
between five and eighteen years of age, 86 ;

1882 are John S. Budd, Franklin Budd, Henry I.
Budd, Dr. James Still's estate, Pemberton and Robert
C. Taylor, Mrs. William Budd, Michael Budd, Thomas
Bozarth, John Worrell, Benjamin Chambers, Absalom

school, 10; number of scholars registered, 74; aver
66 ;
age attendance, 28 ; capacity of school-house,
female teacher, 1 ; salary per month, $30.
Buddtown District, No. 62.— Total amount re
ceived for school purposes during the year, $419.47;

in

Edmund, David Taylor, Kenneth Britton estate, Job
Dunfrey, Joseph Budden, John Rose, William Cran
mer, Josephus Sooy, and William H. Doran, a justice
of the peace.
"Stop'
the Jade"
There is a tradition extant- that
Creek derived its name from persons chasing a wild
horse down the stream, called out in the excitement
of the chase, " Stop the jade ! Stop the jade !" Jade
being an ancient name for horse.
Red Lion is a small hamlet in the southwest part
where there is a tavern by Jacob
Abrams, store by Franklin E. Allen, one blacksmithshop, and four or five dwellings.
Beaverville is a hamlet of a school-house and

of the township,

four or five dwellings,

and about two miles south of

Vincentown.

Retreat

is situated two and a quarter miles south
east of Vincentown, on the road to Sooy's tavern, and
on both sides of the Rancocas Creek, and at one time
village, turning out
was a thriving manufacturing
large quantities of cotton goods. The place derived
its name from the fact that during the Revolutionary
war, when Bridgetown (now Mount Holly) was occu
pied by the British, the forge at Birmingham
being
close by, the proprietor was compelled to move his

works into the then pine wilds, where he could con
tinue making cannon-balls for the Continental army
in safety, and called his place of concealment New

received
value of
children
months'

value of school property, $800; total children be
tween five and eighteen years of age, 120 ; months
school, 10; number of scholars registered, 84; aver
attendance, 30 ; capacity of school-house, 65 ;
female teacher, 1 ; monthly salary, $30.75.
Vincentown District, No. 63. —Total amount

age

received for school purposes during the year, $1576.90 ;
value of school property, $5000 ; total number of chil
dren between five and eighteen years of age, 284;
months'
school, 10; number of scholars registered,
235 ; average attendance, 98 ; capacity of schoolhouse, 175 ; male teachers, 2 ; monthly salary each,
$45 ; female teacher, 1 ; monthly salary, $30.
Retreat District, No. 64.— Total amount re
ceived for school purposes, $840.99 ; value of school
property, $700; total number of children between
months'
school,
five and eighteen years of age, 102 ;
9 ; average attendance, 32 ; capacity of school-hcuse,
75 ; one male teacher, at $24 per month, and one fe

male, at $30 per month.

Beaver Dam District, No.

65. — Total amount

received for school purposes, $331.52; value of school
property. $1200; number of scholars between five and
eighteen years of age, 92; months' school, 10; num
ber of scholars registered, 89 ; average attendance,
34; capacity of school-house, 50; male teacher, 1;
monthly salary, $30.
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Freedom
ceived

for

District,
school

No.

66. — Total

amount

re

value of school

purposes,
property, $1200; total scholars between five and
eighteen years of age, 46; months' school, 10.7; num
ber of scholars registered, 33; average attendance, 16;
capacity of school-house, 64; female teacher, 1;
$300 ;

monthly salary, $25.

Brainard's Indian Church.— The Indian mission
ary, Rev. John Brainard, was not only the pioneer
preacher in this section, but he was the pioneer churchbuilder in the vicinity of Vincentown. In his labors
of love for the souls of the aborigines, he was often
lost iu the wilderness, wandering sometimes all night
over rocks and mountains, down hideous steeps,
through swamps and morasses, with danger and horror
all around ; often pinched with cold, racked with
pain of body, needing all the care and tenderness
found in the best of homes, yet forced to accept some
pine-tree of the forest as a couch and its branches
Yet amidst all this sacrifice and suf
for a covering.
fering he rejoiced if he was only able to lead the poor

Friends' Meeting-House.—
The second church
built in Vincentown was by the Friends. The deed
for the land upon which it was built was given by Mrs.
Anna Leeds, widow of Vincent Leeds, to the Mount
Holly Meeting of Friends, July 12, 1781, for the sum
of five shillings. The names of the first trustees
were Samuel Hilliard, William Bishop, Hudson Burr,
The
William Burr, John White, and Isaac Barton.
original meeting-house was built of logs, and occu

pied for many years. It stood on the site occupied
by the present one, and in 1813 gave way to the pres

The building known to be the
ent brick structure.
old Quaker meeting-house now stands in the south
west corner of Gen. John S. Irick's
Main Street, and is occupied as a
original school-house in Vincentown
graveyard in rear of the Friends'

lumber-yard, on
dwelling.
The
stood in the old

meeting-house,
and was removed many years ago.
The original lot sold by Mrs. Leeds to the trustees
of Friends' Meeting contained about two acres of
When Gen. Irick established his lumber-yard
land.

Indian to the Saviour of men. Sometimes, after
doing all he could to recommend Christianity, he
would be unspeakably saddened in seeing them go
away and engage in their idolatrous feasts and devilworship.
Yet he continued his labors, and not only
offered them the bread of Life, but built houses for
them to worship in. His was the pioneer church
here. It was built of hard-wood hewn timber, and
well calculated to last for many generations.
The
Brainard Missionary Church was located at the In
dian village or town on the bank of the Coaxen or

about half the original grant of
Mrs. Leeds to trustees, which is now occupied for
lumber-yard purposes.
There has been no regular
service in the Vincentown Friends' meeting-house
for several years, and it is occupied only upon funeral

Quakeson Creek, on the farm now owned by the heirs
of Joseph Deacon, deceased, and near the present
residence of John P. Lippincott, but once owned by

was the third year of Presiding Elder Solomon Sharp
on this district, and the preachers were Joseph Totten
and Joseph Osborn.
During this year a young man

an Indian chief by the name of Charles Moolis, and
his wife, Bashaba, a remnant of the Indians under
the care of Father Brainard, as he was called. There
are yet persons in Vincentown who recollect these In
dians before they wholly passed away either by death
or removal.
The old graveyard was on W. J. Irick's

This ancient church
farm, but entirely obliterated.
at an early period (beyond the memory of the present
generation) was, by the consent of John Bishop, the
last living trustee, moved to Vincentown aud placed
on a lot of land donated by William Stockton, by the
side of the old school-house, that stood about where
the railroad depot now stands. While the old pio
stood on this location it was free for all
denominations except Roman Catholics, and occupied
by each in turn, and is pleasantly associated with the
neer church

early history of the older inhabitants of Vincentown.
The old pioneer church was subsequently taken down
and moved to Freedom, near the school-house at that
place, and converted into a school-house, and in 1871
or 1872 was destroyed by fire. Previous, however, to
its being moved it had been abandoned by each de
nomination as they in turn had built for themselves
houses of worship.

here he purchased

and especial occasions.

Methodist Episcopal Church. — As early as 1774
Methodism, with its peculiar aggressive system, had
so far spread over old Burlington County as to reach
every settlement within the county bounds, and among
other places had planted itself in Vincentown.
This

who had just been married the previous year, and who
had early been led to seriousness under the influence
of the religion of the fathers (the Quakers), but who

had resolved that he would put off the work of a true
Christian until settled in life, was attracted to the old
school-house in Vincentown to listen to the Methodist
presiding elder, Solomon Sharp.
The word of God
reached his heart, and he was alarmed at his careless
ness in postponing the interests of his soul, aud he
resolved to cry to God for mercy until he either sank

into hell or was saved from his sins. God in his mercy
heard him, and soon after a class was formed and he
was chosen its leader.
His name was Samuel Dob
bins.
This was the first class formed at Vincentown.
The names of the class were Samuel Dobbins (leader),

Elizabeth Dobbins, John Woolston, Lydia Woolston,
Woolston, Hillman Dobbins, and Rebecca

Samuel

Dobbins.

Soon after this the old Quakeson meeting
house was moved to Vincentown, and served the
purpose of a church for a long time, the preachers
on Burlington Circuit or Pemberton
(New Mills)
making it a place of regular preaching service, and of
feeding the little flock composing the basis of the future
society. Solomon Sharp, who became one of the in-

Gatch, William Walters, and Thomas Rankin con
tinued the work in New Jersey.
1775, John King,
William Duke, and Daniel Ruff. 1776, Robert Lind
1777, Henry Kennedy and
say and John Cooper.
Thomas McClure.

1778, Daniel Ruff and Jacob Ab
Daniel Ruff, Joshua Dudley, and Philip
Cox.
1780, William Gill, John James, and Richard
In 1781, New Jersey was divided into two
Garretson.
circuits, called East and West Jersey, and Caleb B.
Pedicord and Joseph Cromwell were sent to West
Jersey. 1782, Joshua Dudley and Richard Ivy.
1784,
1783, Woolman Hickman and John Magary.
Samuel Rowe, William Partridge, and John Fidler.
1785, William Phoebus, Thomas Ware, and Robert
Sparks.
John Simmons, and
1786, Jacob Brush,
Jacob Sutton.
1787, Robert Cann, John McCloskey,
and John Milburn.
1788, West Jersey Circuit was
Nathaniel B. Mills, John Cooper, and
called Salem
Joseph Cromwell.
Burlington Circuit was
1789,
formed, including Burlington, Mount Holly, Lum
berton, Medford, Vincentown, Pemberton, and on
down to the ocean and John McCloskey and Wil
liam Jackson, preachers.
1790, the same preachers.
1792,
1791, Simon Pile and William Dougherty.
Robert Hutchisoii and William Dougherty.
1793,
Robert Cann and Robert Hutchison.
1794, Levi
Rogers and Elisha Cole.
1795, Richard Swain and
Joseph Lovel. 1796, Benjamin Fisler. 1797, Sol
1779,

;

;

bott.

omon Sharp

and

Zenas Conger.

1798,

the same.

Richard Sneath and Johnson Dunham.
1800,
1801, Thomas Jones
Samuel Coate and Levin Moore.
and Jesse Justice. 1802, David Barton and Daniel
Higby.
1803, Joseph Totten and Joseph Osborn.
1799,

a

this circuit were Daniel Fidler and Samuel Budd.
1813, John
1812, George Wooley and Samuel Budd.
and James Quail.

Woolston

John Fox.

1814,

Nathan Swain

John Fox

and Daniel Ireland.
1816, James Aikens and Richard W. Petherbridge.
1818, Da
1817, David Bartine and Walters Burrows.
and

1815,

1819-20, John Finley
John Walker and James

vid Bartine and Daniel Fidler.
and Peter Vannest.

Long.

1822,

1821,

John Walker and William Allen.

1823,

Thomas Neal and David Dailey.
1824, Thomas Neal
and Richard W. Petherbridge.
1825, Joseph Rusling
Burrows and
and Thomas Davis.
1826, Walters

Daniel Fidler.

1827, Walters Burrows

and Eliphalet

Mills, now called Pemberton, which
still included Vincentown, Bartholomew Weed and
J. McLauren. 1829, William Granville and J. Moore.
This year Rev. Mr. Granville circulated
subscrip
tion for
Methodist Episcopal Church at Vincen
town, and thirty-five one-hundredths of an acre of land
in Pleasant Street was bought of Asa Rogers and
The names of the trustees to whom
Beulah, his wife.
the lot of land was deeded were John Woolston,
Samuel Dobbins, Hillman Dobbins, Daniel Joice,
and Robert L. Robbins.
The date of the deed
Jan.
1830.
The names of the members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in Vincentown that con
tinued to worship in the old Quakeson Church up to
this year were Samuel Dobbins, Nancy Robbins,
Robert L. Robbins, Mary Dobbins, Mary Sleeper,
Daniel Joice, Lydia Joice, William Hays, Mary Hays,
and Anna Maria Dobbins.
1830, Henry Boehm and
probable
Thomas G. Steward.
During this year
the new church, the first Methodist Church in Vin
centown, was built, under the supervision of the trav
Tradition
eling companion of the great Asbury.
says that Elijah
whose house was a
Woolston,
Reed.

1828, New

is

1773, when John King and William Walters were sent
to travel in all East and West Jersey. 1774, Philip

separate circuit, and the
and Lumberton,
made
remainder of the territory of the old Burlington
Circuit was called New Mills, and the preachers on

for the Methodist
preachers, gave all the
brick for the construction of this then new church.
It
1831, Henry Boehm and Jonah F. Canfield.

home

is

I

house. On Friday
rode to Mount Holly, and
preached in the Presbyterian
meeting-house to an
attentive congregation.
The first Methodist Confer
ence in America was held in Philadelphia, in June,

1809,

a

I

1,

while on his way from Philadelphia to New York,
preached in the court-house at Burlington, and again
in 1772. Sept.
1774 (Thomas Rankin says in his
journal),
rode to New Mills (Pemberton),
and
preached to a large number in the Baptist meeting

Stratton.

David Ireland.

is

a

The first Methodist sermon preached in New Jersey
was by Capt. Thomas Webb, at Burlington, in 1770.
He was Methodist local preacher, and belonged to
the British army.
This was the seed sown which soon
brought forth fruit abundantly. The next year Asbury,

1808, William Mills and
William Mills and Thomas
Budd.
1810, Michael Coate and Thomas Dunn.
1811, Burlington was this year, with Mount Holly

and Thomas

it

:

1774 to the present time, 1882

a

is,

in Vincentown has been on
the increase until it has become a self-sustaining charge
complete
or station.
The following
we believe,
list of preachers who have served this people from

1804, Peter Vannest and John Brown.
1805, Wil
liam McLenahan and Benjamin Iliff.
1806, William
Colbert and Thomas Smith.
James Smith
1807,

a

to the present Methodism

427

4,

struments of planting Methodism in Vincentown, was
well known by the past generation, married in this
vicinity Jemima Budd, daughter of Isaac Budd, and
was presiding elder from 1800 to 1803.
He died sud
denly in the sixty-fifth year of his age. From that time

TOWNSHIP.

in accordance with the memory of the oldest inhab
itants here that this year successful camp-meetings
were held in the vicinity of Vincentown, and probably
much towards kindling the spirit of re
vival which was largely developed in the new church
contributed

during the winter of the Conference year. The fol
lowing were the principal subjects of this work of
grace Samuel Dobbins, Jr., Mary Dobbins, Eliza
beth Dobbins, James Branson, Anthony Phillips,
Jacob Phillips, Susan Lippincott, Elizabeth Lippin:

SOUTHAMPTON
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cott, Anna Colcott, Damaris Harker, Barbara Wool
ston, Rebecca Barns, I. C. Robbins, Emeline Moore,

Mahlon Joyce, Jonathan Haines, Ann McLasky, I.
Dobbins, Henry Banks, Sarah Champion, who be
came the wife of Rev. J. F. Canfield, Gabler Obrian,
Jesse Jones, Elizabeth Haines, Margarett
Shinn,
Beulah A. Dobbins, Margaret Dobbins, Charles Dob
bins, Eliza Dobbins, and Rebecca Dobbins.
1832,
William Williams and C. T. Ford ; William Williams
and George A. Raybold ; James Campbell and D.
Fidler, supernumeraries.
1834, this year Pemberton
is made a station, and Medford Circuit appears with
Vincentown attached; D. Fidler, supernumerary,

L.

and one to be supplied.
1835, Robert Sutton.
1836,
R. Sutton and D. Fidler, supernumerary.
1837, Ed

ward Stout.
1838, Matthias German.
1839, J. W.
McDougall and S. Townsend. 1840, J. W. McDougall
and N. Vansant.
1841, J. F. Crouch and N. Van
sant. 1842, N. Chew and E. Hance; J. F. Canfield,
supernumerary.
1843, Samuel Jacquet, E. Hance,
and

J. F.

Canfield,

supernumerary.

Jacquet and E. H. Stokes.

1844,

Samuel

T. Christopher and
J. C. Summerill. 1846, Rodney Winans and M. C.
Stokes.
1847, Rodney Winans and Charles Larew.
1848, J. J. Sleeper and William Tunison.
1849, J.
J. Sleeper and J. R. Bryan. 1850, J. Loudenslager
and J. R. Bryan.
and T. C.
1851, J. Loudenslager
Carman.
1852, P. Cline and J. L. Souders.
1853,
P. Cline and J. J. Sleeper. During this year Rev.
Cline finding the old church in Plumb Street incapa
ble of supplying the wants of the Methodist Church
in Vincentown, and inconvenient and unsuitable in
location, with commendable enterprise and zeal moved
the people to the erection of the present neat and
comfortable church edifice on Main Street. The build
ing is of brick, and cost about nine thousand dollars.
The lot was purchased of John L. Sleeper, Charles
1845,

L. Sleeper, and Phebe, his wife, by the following
trustees : Samuel Dobbins, Robert L. Robbins, Mahlon
Joyce, Samuel Hampton, and Jonathan Haines. The
deed bears date May 20, 1853.
1854, John W. Hick
man and Daniel Adams.

1855,

J.

W. Hickman and

Isaac Trotter.
1856, Vincentown was made a station,
and E. H. Durell and Clark Polly were the preachers.
1857, the same.
1858, Vincentown and Medford were
again united, and J. White was the preacher.
1859,

1860-61, J. W. McDougal.
Maddock.
1864-65, Joseph
1866, Vincentown again a station, supplied
Whitecar. 1867, A. R. Jones.
1868-69, L.

the same.
George C.

chester.

1862-63,
Atwood.
by C. P.

0. Man

S. Wesley Lake.
1871-72, the same.
1873, R. B. Sutliff, who died suddenly Feb. 18, 1874.
1870,

Edwin Waters.
1876-78, C. C. Eastlack.
1879-81, Walter Chamberlain.
1881-82, Alvin M.
1874,

Lake.
The officers of the church for the present year are :
Stewards, Benjamin Sleeper, Isaiah C. Robbins, Bar
clay P. Haines, and Clarkson L. Atkinson, for Vin
centown ; John H. Worrel, Franklin Budd, and

Joseph Rogers, of Buddtown
; John Wills and Car
lisle Brown, of Retreat. Trustees, Benjamin Sleeper,,
Joseph R. Dobbins, Jonathan Haines, Carlisle Brown,

Alexander Elwell, M.D., and C. L. Atkinson, of Vin
J. H. Worrel, Franklin Budd, and Joseph
Rogers, of Buddtown ; James Bronson and John
Wills, of Retreat.- Value of church property at Vin
centown ;

centown, twelve thousand dollars.
There is also a flourishing Sabbath -school

con

nected with this church.
This church is also represented in the mission fields
of China by the Misses Beulah and Sallie H. Wool
ston, who have been in the missionary service for the
last fifteen years. They are natives of Vincentown.
Vincentown Baptist Church.1 — On the road lead
ing west from Vincentown to Medford, about one mile
from the first-named village, there are three farms in
possession of the following-named
persons: William

J.

Irick, Jr., and John P. Lippincott. A century ago
these farms were all embraced in one tract of land,
called the "Coaxsen Tract." A remnant of the Dela
ware tribe of Indians by that name owned it.. To
them the Revs. David and John Brainard preached
the gospel. A plain wooden structure was their house

of worship. This was located on the right side of the
Vincentown and Medford road, about three-quarters
of a mile from the Irick farm-house.
After the death
of these eminent servants of Christ, the remnant
dwindled down to only two persons, King Charles
Mullis and Bathsheba, his wife.
There was now no longer use for a house of worship
for the red men, so the citizens of Vincentown and
vicinity purchased it and removed it into the village,
not far from the present site of the railroad depot.
It was then known by the title of the " Free MeetingHouse,"
because it was to be free for the use of Chris
tians of all Protestant denominations.
Here it stood
until the year 1837, when it was again removed into
an adjoining school district, and was henceforth
known as "The New Freedom School-House." It

was subsequently destroyed by fire in the autumn of
1871.
In this free meeting-house the pioneers of the
Baptist denomination preached.
How early does not
appear from any records, but from tradition it
is pre
sumed that the earliest traveling preachers and pas
tors of the Pemberton Baptist Church visited Vincen
town occasionally and preached in this bouse.
The first Baptist preacher who was personally
known to any of the old inhabitants now living was

the Rev. Alexander McGowen, who became pastor of
the Pemberton Baptist Church in the year
1798, and
continued in that relation about seven years.
At this time the inhabitants of Vincentown were

principally Friends or Quakers.
There were only
two families of Baptists,— Thomas Woolston and
his
wife Hester, and Joseph Warren and his wife
Rachel.
They were
Church.

members

of the

Pemberton

1 By Horace W. Smith.

Baptist
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When the Rev. John Rogers became pastor of that
church, he made Vincentown a regular out-station,
preaching there once in four weeks on the afternoon
of the Lord's day.
He continued these services

Woolston, Rev. C. W. Mulford, A. Morton, and Wil
liam D. Haines were appointed the committee. Sub

until he left Pemberton, in the year 1829.
Rev. Clarence W. Mulford succeeded Mr. Rogers
at Pemberton in 1830.
Young, zealous, and bold, he
took up the work Mr. Rogers laid down with great
vigor.
Mr. Rogers sowed the seed, Mr. Mulford

corner of Church Street. There is no record of any
religious services having taken place at the laying of
the corner-stone.
When the house was completed it

gathered the harvest, and that harvest, which was a
large and rich one, was not gathered without much
opposition on the part of some who, being ignorant
of Baptist doctrines and practices, were much prej-

uiiced against them.

In three years the Baptist interest had become so
important that it was deemed expedient to organize
a Baptist Church.
The following are the minutes on the church reg
ister dated Sept. 19, 1834 :
" Pursuant to public notice a
meeting was held
in the Free Meeting-House at Vincentown, Burling
ton County, New Jersey, on the nineteenth day of Sep
tember, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and thirty-four, to constitute certain persons a
regular Baptist Church.
Present as the constituting
the following brethren, viz. : the Revs. J.
J. C. Harrison, M. J. Rhees, J. Shepherd,
S. Swain, and C. W. Mulford. The council organized
by the appointment of Brother C. W. Mulford, mod
Presbytery

M. Challis,

J.

The sermon was deliv
erator, and M.
Rhees, clerk.
ered by J. C. Harrison from Zechariah, fourth chapter,
sixth and seventh verses.
The question was pro
pounded

by the moderator and answered in behalf of
the constituents by Robert Taylor, who had been ap
pointed. A regular letter of dismission from the Baptist
Church at Pemberton was presented and read publicly,
dismissing the following brethren and sisters, viz. :
Robert Taylor, James Worrell, Andrew Morton, John
Corless, John Darwood, Reuben Knowlton, Nicholas
Brown, Job Cline, Benjamin G. Lee, Ziber Shinn,
William D. Haines, Sarah Taylor, Mary J. Cook,
Margaret Corless, Elizabeth Darwood, Amy Brown,
Keziah Woolston, Anna Shinn, Rebecca Gaskill,
Sarah Shinn, Mary Worrell, Mary Ann Morton,
Mary Knowlton, Sarah Atkinson, Sarah Haines,
Keziah Lippincott, Samuel Gibson, Mary Gibson,
persons.
and Tabilla Pippitt, making twenty-nine
adopted."
A confession of faith was
The newly-formed church held its first regular
church meeting on the same day.
At a regular church-meeting held October 18th we
find a committee of four appointed to collect material

far

as the subscription

will warrant them.

Thomas

sequently the house was erected, a plain brick build
ing, standing on the east side of Main Street, on the

was opened for worship, the dedication sermon being
preached by the Rev. C. W. Mulford.
Mr. Mulford's services as supply closed with his
resignation of the pastorate of the Pemberton Church.

He was the instrument in the hands of the Lord of
founding and organizing the Baptist Church at Vin
centown. He baptized several of its constituent mem
bers into the fellowship of the Pemberton Church,
and while engaged as supply he baptized eighteen.
He is yet remembered by a few of the old standardbearers with feelings of veneration and tenderness.
After Mr. Mulford resigned the church again de
pended upon supplies.
Only two of these are named
on the church records, — the Rev. William S. Hale,
who baptized three candidates, and the Rev. John
Boozer, who baptized one candidate.
The first pastor was the Rev. William Smith, who
was called to the pastorate Jan. 22, 1837.
He and
his wife brought letters of admission from the Bap
tist Church at Phoenixville, Pa. Mr. Smith was very
successful in adding members to the church by bap
tism. During his settlement he baptized sixty-six.

His resignation took place in the spring of 1840.
Sept. 1, 1838, Brother Samuel W. Goldy was elected
church clerk.
Sept. 19, 1834, Robert Taylor and James Worrell
were chosen as deacons.
drew Morton and

March

4, 1840, Brother

An

John

Doron were elected deacons.
Brother Doron is at present serving the church faith
fully as its senior deacon, a term already of forty-two
years.
After the resignation of Mr. Smith, Rev. Charles
Kain and other brethren preached as supplies untilthe call of the second pastor, the Rev. John Mapes
Carpenter.
The precise date of his call is not given,
but we find on the records of the church, Jan. 2, 1841,
that Brother Carpenter and his wife presented letters

of dismission from the Baptist Church at Jacksonville,
Middlesex-Co., of this State.
Nbv. 2, 1844, Joshua Lippincott was granted a
license to preach the gospel.
For more than thirtyseven years he has most acceptably served the church
it has been destitute or the pastor
has been absent or stricken down with sickness.
Mr. Carpenter's pastorate extended through a
period of more than eight years, the letter dismissing
as supply whenever

and money for the building of a house of worship,
said committee consisting of Brethren Morton, Mul
ford, Haines, and Lee.
Jan. 17, 1835. The committee on procuring money

him and his wife to the church at Perth Amboy, in
this State, being granted March 25, 1849.
He was

and materials had been so successful that it was re
fortysolved to erect a meeting-house thirty-eight by
eight feet on the Doron lot, and go on and build as

the building up of the church.
during his pastorate, forty-nine.

untiring in his labors for the conversion of souls and
Number of baptisms
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Ar-

Sept. 22, 1849, the Rev. John S. Miller, of Berwick,
Columbia Co., Pa., accepted a call to the pastorate.
Oct. 2, 1852, a committee previously appointed re
ported to the church that they had purchased a piece
of land of Joshua Burr, Esq., for a burying-ground.

9th, and ordained Dec. 18, 1873, Dr.
mitage, of New York City, preaching the ordination
sermon. Mr. Ekings closed his term of office Dec.
Baptisms during his settlement, three.
18, 1874.

Mr. Miller closed his pastorate March 31, 1855,
taking letters of dismission for himself and wife to
During his min
the Mount Holly Baptist Church.

1875, when the Rev.

istry he baptized twenty-eight persons.
Upon Mr. Miller's closing his pastorate, Rev. James
Thorn was immediately called to supply the church.

He continued in this relation until Aug. 4, 1855,
when he entered upon the duties of pastor, he and his
wife bringing letters of dismission from the Medford
Baptist Church, New Jersey.
During the month of August, 1866, the church pur
in the
chased a plain, convenient dwelling-house
village for a parsonage. Mrs. Mary J. Cook, one
of the constituent members, died on the 9th of the
previous January. She left by will one thousand

November

The church was now without a pastor until June 6,
James Thorn entered upon his
second pastorate of the church, being the eighth pas
Marlboro'
tor, bringing a letter of dismission from the
N.'
Baptist Church, Monmouth County,
J. Brother
Thorn resigned the pastorate June 6, 1880, baptizing
during his second pastorate nine candidates.
The pulpit was filled by supplies until April 1,
pulpit
1881, when Brother Tratt was called to fill the

for a short time; at the expiration of that time he re
signed, leaving the church to depend once more upon
supplies.

Oct. 29, 1881, E. C. Romine, an evangelist, visited
the church and began an extra meeting, which he
carried on successfully for four weeks, baptizing eight
candidates.
Being called away at this time, he sent

dollars for parsonage purposes. An additional one
hundred dollars was needed, and that was raised by
subscription from the members of the church and
congregation.
The meeting-house, which had been

Rev. T. A. Lloyd to carry on the meeting, which he
At the
did with success, baptizing thirteen converts.
close of the meeting he received a call from the
church, which he accepted Jan. 1, 1882.

of trustees in connection with three citizens of the

The meeting-house, the repairs on which were be
gun during the last year of Mr. Thorn's first pas
torate, were finished the first year of Mr. Bray's pas
torate. The house is of its original size, a neat brick

erected for nearly thirty-four years, now needed re
pairing, and on April 4, 1866, a committee was chosen
to act as building committee, consisting of the board
place.

the building committee, of which
Brother John Ross was chairman, had been very suc
cessful in repairing the house. At this, period the
pastor resigned his pastorate of nearly fourteen years,

Jan.

1,

1870,

and accepted a call to the Woodstown

Church, Salem
Increase by baptism during
Mr. Thorn's pastorate, sixty.
Rev. Henry Bray succeeded Mr. Thorn as the fifth
pastor, commencing his pastorate May 1, 1870, bring
County, of this State.

ing a letter of dismission for himself and wife from
the Stockton Baptist Church, Camden County, N. J.
Oct. 2, 1870, the meeting-house was reopened for
worship.

The sermon in the morning was preached
by the Rev. Miller Jones, of Marlton, N. J., and in
the afternoon by the Rev. James Waters, of Mount
Holly, N.

J.

The evening being very stormy, no

services were held.

Jan. 28, 1872, Mr. Bray offered his resignation,
which was accepted, to take effect March 1st, and
letters of dismission were granted to him and his
wife to join the Baptist Church at Jersey Shore, Pa.
During his pastorate he not only cared for the spirit
ual wants of the church, but was very active in raising
Baptisms, twenty-seven.

funds.

Rev. Joseph Hammitt, of Point Pleasant, Pa., suc
Hfe entered upon the duties of the
ceeded Mr. Bray.

pastorate June 1, 1873, remaining but a short time,
baptizing during his ministry two candidates.
The seventh pastor, the Rev. Fergus O. Ekings, of

Mount Holly, N.

J.,

who was called to the pastorate

structure, with a coat of white rough-cast, having a
tower in front, from which rises a pretty spire, the
whole measuring eighty feet. In the tower is a bell
weighing six hundred pounds, the money for which
was raised through the efforts of Mr. Pinckney, of
New York City, Rev. Mr. Ekings, and Deacon

Franklin Hilliard.
Total cost of repairs, four
thousand five hundred and eight dollars.
There is a
convenient parsonage and lot in a pleasant part of
the village.
One graveyard, containing about one
acre of ground, is situated on the road leading to
Lumberton, about one-half of a mile out of the vil
lage. This has been very much beautified and made
a pleasant place for

burial.
The officers of the church in 1882 were Rev. T. A.
Lloyd, pastor; Horace W. Smith, church clerk;
Franklin Wright, treasurer ; John Doran, Franklin
Hilliard, Joshua Lippincott, John Ross, deacons;
Franklin Hilliard, Allen V. Joyce, Lawrence Fisher,
and John Ross, trustees ; Brother Joshua Lippincott,
licentiate.
Total number of baptisms since the con
stitution of the church, J;wo hundred and eighty-nine ;
present number of members, one hundred and seven
teen.

The first Sabbath-school was held in the old
meeting-house as far back as 1820, according to the
memory of old inhabitants, 'but was not regularly es
tablished until about the beginning of the year 1837.
Mrs. Mary

J.

Cook was the founder of the first regular
in the new building. The first superwere Andrew Morton and John Doron

Sabbath-school
intendents

SOUTHAMPTON
acting
until Morton withdrew,
alternately
Doron then acting as superintendent for thirty years.
Number of scholars, about fifty. The present super
Average
intendent is Deacon Franklin Hilliard.
attendance, sixty-six. The school was very low, but
of late it has grown very rapidly, with a good pros
pect of still growing.
Trinity Protestant Episcopal Church of Vin
centown.1— During the years lc?67-68, at the instance
of Mrs. John N. Sloan, Mrs. William C. Champion,

J.

Mrs. Henry
Irick, Dr. Samuel Woolston and his
daughters, Gen. John S. Irick, and others at and
near Vincentown, Rev. Mr. Riley, of Haddonfield,
visited Vincentown, and held religious services in
Progressive Hall on each Sabbath until some time
during the year 1870, when Rev. James D. Gibson
became rector of Grace Church at Pemberton, and
assumed the rectorship of this church.

April 10, 1871, Dr. Samuel Woolston was elected
senior warden, and Isaac H. Trotter, junior warden ;
Dr. Samuel Woolston, Isaac H. Trotter, Gen. John S.
Irick, Samuel Butterworth, Stokes Haines, William
H. Cook, William C. Champion, John Sloan, and
Henry J. Irick were elected vestrymen, and H. J.
Irick, clerk of vestry. Gen. John S. Irick, Dr. Sam
uel Woolston, Henry J. Irick, William C- Champion,
and Samuel Butterworth were appointed a building
committee.

The title and corporate name adopted was "The
Wardens, and Vestry of Trinity Church in
Vincentown, N. J." The church edifice is of wood,
and was finished and opened for divine service June
3, 1872, by Right Rev. Bishop Odenheimer, assisted
by Revs. Perkins and Lighthipe, and Mr. Lighthipe
Rector,

has been rector from that time to the present. The
church was consecrated in 1877 by Bishop Scar
borough.
The present officers of the church are

John G. Harbert, senior warden ; Barzillai W. Rob
bins, junior warden ; Gen. John S. Irick, Charles J.
Keen, Hon. Henry J. Irick, Noah H. Peacock, and
John B. Irick, vestrymen ; H. J. Irick, clerk of

John B. Irick, treasurer.
Societies and Corporations.— First National
Bank of Vincentown. —This bank was instituted
in 1864 with a cash capital of one hundred thousand
dollars.
The present board of directors are John S.
William
T. Jones, William J. Irick, John Ross,
Irick,
John B. Irick, Joseph Wells, and Alexander Elwell.
The first officers were Gen. John S. Irick, president;
Guy Bryan, cashier ; Samuel 0. Ross, teller and no
tary.
The bank still retains the original capital,
vestry ;

'

The
with a surplus of twenty thousand dollars.
same directors and officers have been continued to
the present time.
0. F.— This
J., Nov. 2,
N.
Vincentown,
at

Vincentown Lodge, No.

23, 1. O.

lodge was instituted
with the following-named

persons as charter

1843,

1 By the Hon. Henry

of

J.

Irick.
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members, who were also the first principal officers :
George W. Dobbins, N. G. ; Benjamin Brown, V. G. ;
Oliver Cox, Sec. ; Caleb Lamb, Rec. Sec. ; and An
drew E. Budd, M.D., Treas. The records for the suc
ceeding four years are missing, and we therefore only
give the name and date of election of presiding offi
cers from 1848 : William T. Jones, Jan. 6, 1848 ; Guy

Bryan, July 6, 1848 ; David C'Branson, Jan. 4, 1849 ;
B. Randolph, July 5, 1849 ; William J. Brinton, Jan. 3, 1850 ; Joshua Woolston, July 4, 1850 ;
Archibald A. Higgins, Jan. 2, 1851 ; Thomas McNin
ney, July 3, 1851 ; Jacob C. Lippincott, Jan. 1, 1852;
Japhet B. Woolston, July 1, 1852 ; Abram Johnson,
Jan. 1, 1853 ; Charles Ewan, July 7, 1853 ; Alfred B.
Woolston, Jan. 5, 1854; Franklin Alloway, July 6,
1854; Alexander Wright, Jan. 4, 1855; James Col
kitt, July 5, 1855 ; Charles B. Jones, Jan. 3, 1856 ;
Joseph L. Waterman, July 3, 1856, Jan. 8, 1857 ; Sta
cey G. Lee, July 16, 1857 ; Jacob Heisler, Jan. 7,
1858; Alexander Elwell, July 15, 1858, Feb. 10, 1859;
James Thorn, July 14, 1859 ; Jesse S. Braddock, Jan.
12, 1860 ; John McHenry, July 12, 1860 ; Samuel G.
Prickitt, Jan. 3, 1861, July 25, 1861 ; Samuel B. Fen
ton, Jan. 16, 1862 ; Ambrose E. Dobbins, July 3,
1862, Jan. 8, 1863, July 23, 1863, April 13, 1864, Oct.
13, 1864; Leonard Wickward, April 13, 1865; George
F. Brown, Oct. 19, 1865; Joseph E. Simons, April 1,
1866; Joseph R. Dobbins, Oct. 18, 1866; Guy B.
Loveland, April 4, 1867 ; Charles H. Haines, Oct. 1,
1867; George P. Hankins, April 2, 1868; John R.
Howell, Oct. 15, 1868; John W. Haines, April 1,
Clayton

1869;

J.

B.

H.

Brown,

Oct. 21, 1869;

Clayton

S.

Allen, April 21, 1870 ; Samuel Dixon, Oct. 20, 1870 ;
William D. Haines, April 6, 1871 ; Solomon R. Si
mons, Oct. 12, 1871 ; Josiah Houston, July 11, 1872;
Thomas E. McNinney, Jan. 1, 1873; Charles B. Mar
ple, July 1, 1873; William K. Haines, Jan. 15, 1874;
Frank S. Jones, July 2, 1874; Joseph A. E. Norcross,
Jan. 4, 1875 ; John M. Wills, July 15, 1875 ; William
H. Doron, Jan. 20, 1876 ; Aaron Haines, July 13,
1876; Samuel B. Colkett, Jan. 4, 1877; Joseph H.
Johnson, July 12, 1877; James Stiles, Jan. 17, 1878;
John N. Sloan, July 1, 1878; Sebastian Greenwald,
Jan. 9, 1879 ; Samuel D. Sleeper, July 10, 1879 ; Frank
S. Hilliard, Jan. 22, 1880; John W. Haines, July 8,
1880; William C. Johnson, Jan. 6, 1881; Charles
Rogers,

July

7, 1881.

The regular

meetings of the lodge are held on
Thursday
evening of each week in Odd-Fellows'
Hall, on Plumb Street, Vincentown.
The lodge own
the building in which their hall is situated.
The
officers elected Jan. 5, 1882, are as follows : Samuel
G. Allen, N. G. ; John F. Brown, V. G. ; William D.

Haines, Sec. ; Joseph H. Johnson, Treas. Total mem
bership, fifty-four.
Charles Lanagan, one of the early members of this
lodge, is reported to be the first Odd-Fellow in the
United States that was buried according to the funeral
rites of the order.

His funeral was the occasion for

a
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of Vincentown and
vicinity, who were curious to see how Odd-Fellows
disposed of their deceased members and to witness a
procession of Odd-Fellows.
Central Lodge, No. 44, F. & A. M.— This lodge
was instituted at Mount Holly, N. J., Sept. 6, 1856,
by D. D. G. M. Charles Sim's, and George C. Brown
From the
as S. W., and Alexander Elwell as J. W.
records the above appear to be the Master and War
dens for the balance of that Masonic year.
In 1857, Joseph K. Ewan was M. ; George C. Brown,
S. W. ; William H. Irick, J. W. ; George Haywood,
Treas. ; and Charles Harper, Sec.
The following is a complete list of Masters and War
large attendance of the citizens

dens from 1858 to the present time :
1858,

Joseph K. Ewan, W. M.

;

William H. Irick,

S. W. ; George R. Doron, J. W. 1859, William H.
Irick, W. M. ; Charles E. Flemings, S. W. ; Henry J.
Irick, J. AV. 1860, the same officers. 1861, George

L. I. Dennth, S. W. ; Henry J.
W. 1862, L. I. Denuth, W. M. ; Charles B.
Jones, S. W. ; Alfred Doron, J. W. 1863, Charles B.
Jones, W. M. ; Alexander Elwell, S. W. ; Alfred Do
ron, J. W. (There being at this time a majority of
the members living at or near Vincentown, and all
C. Brown, W. M. ;

Irick,

J.

the officers from that place, the lodge-work and prop
erty was transferred to Vincentown, where the lodge
has since been permanently

1864, Charles
located.)
B. Jones, W. M. ; Alexander Elwell, S. W. ; Henry
J. Irick, J. W. 1865, Guy Bryant, W. M. ; A. Elwell,

J. Irick, J. W. 1866, Henry J. Irick, W.
M. ; A. Elwell, S. W. ; John R. Doron, J. W. 1867,
Henry J. Irick, W. M. ; Charles B. Jones, S. W. ;
Albert Kerbie, J. W. 1868, Henry J. Irick, W. M. ;
Albert Kerbie, S. W. ; J. W. Haines, J. W. 1869,
Albert Kerbie, W. M. ; J. W. Haines, S. W. ; Jacob
Heisler, J. W. 1870, Albert Kerbie, W. M. ; Jacob
Heisler, S. W.; John R. Howell, J. W. 1871, John
R. Howell, W. M. ; J. S. Carpenter, S. W. ; M. L.
Haines, J. W. 1872, J. S. Carpenter, W. M. ; M. L.
Haines, S. W. ; William K. Haines, J. W. 1873, J.
W. Haines, W. M. ; S. 0. Ross, S. W. ; George F.
Brown, J. W. 1874, M. L. Haines, W. M. ; George
F. Brown, S. W. ; J. S. Huston, J. W. 1875, William
K. Haines, W. M. ; F. S. Hilliard, S. W. ; A. Howell,
J. W. 1876, S. 0. Ross, W. M. ; J. G. Haines, S. W. ;
W. H. Doron, J. W. 1877, J. G. Haines, W. M. ;
William H. Doron, S. W. ; T. S. Stratton, J. W. 1878,
George F. Brown, W. M. ; F. S. Hilliard, S. W. ; I. P.
Goldy, J. W. 1879, F. S. Hilliard, W. M. ; I. P.
Goldy, S. W. ; D. E. Ho wall, J. W. 1880, 1. P. Goldy,
W. M. ; Alexander Elwell, S. W. ; William P. Bryan,
J. W. 1881, Alexander Elwell, W. M. ; W. P. Bryan,
S. W. ; W. S. Hilliard, J. W. 1882, William P. Bryan,
W. M.; Rev. L. H. Lighthipe, S. W. ; William J.
Irick, J. W.; P. M. S. O. Ross, Treas.; P. M. John
W. Haines, Sec. ; Byron Grigg, S. D. ; Stokes Haines,
J. D. ; J. S. Huston and Frank Wright, M. C. ; Wil
liam H. Bishop and William Wright, Stewards ; Jo
S. W. ; H.

L. Waterman, Tyler ; P. M. A. Elwell, G. F.
W. P.
Brown, and Guy Bryan, Finance Committee;
Bryan, L. H. Lighthipe, and W. J. Irick, Charity
Committee.
The regular communications are held on Friday
seph,

Odd-Fellows'
evening, on or before full moon, in
Hall, on Plumb Street. Present membership, fortyseven.

Yankton Tribe, No. 21, I. O. of R. M.—This
tribe is located at Vincentown, Burlington Co., N. J.,
and commenced thirty-first sun, cold moon, G. S. D.,

with the following charter members : J. B. H.
Brown, C. B. Marple, J. A. E. Norcross, C. H. Haines,
A. N. Dobbins, James Finley, W. H. Doran, George
H. Bates, Charles Gaskill, Theodore C. Joyce, J. H.
Sharp, George Green wood, Robert B.Joy ce, William H.
Cook, and Samuel Garron. The first officers of the tribe
were as follows : J. B. H. Brown, S. ; C. B. Marple, S.
S. ; J. A. E. Norcross, J. S. ; C. H. Haines, C. of R.; A.
N. Dobbins, K. of W. ; James Finley, P. The wigwam
of the tribe is in Odd-Fellows' Hall, where the coun
cil fires are lighted on Saturday evening of each week,
with a total of twenty-four warriors in good standing.
The following list of officers were elected Jan. 1, 1882 :
W. D. Haines, S. ; Joseph H. Gibbs, S. S. ; Joseph
B. Gaskill, J. S. ; C. H. Haines, C. of R. ; Samuel
Dixon, K. of W.
Vincentown Beneficial Society.—The abovenamed organization
was instituted at Vincentown,
N. J., Jan. 2, 1840, with the following-named charter
members : Oliver Cox, Allen Wells, George W. Dob
bins, Isaiah W. Dobbins, Benjamin Sleeper, Jacob E.
Phillips, Carlisle Brown, Joshua Lippincott, Andrew
H. Scott, John B. Taylor, John W. Sever, Isaiah S.
Woolston, William E. Brown, Lawrence Dougherty,
Charles C. Shinn, Daniel D. Lippincott, Charles
Haines, Thomas McNinney, and James Branson, Jr.
The officers of the society, elected and installed Jan.
2, 1840, were as follows : President, John B. Taylor ;
Vice-President, Andrew Scott ; Secretary, Oliver Cox ;
Treasurer, George W. Dobbins ; Stewards, William E.
Brown, Daniel D. Lippincott, Isaiah W. Dobbins.
The following is a complete list of officers elected
and installed Jan. 3, 1882: President,
George F.
Brown; Vice-President, Samuel Dixon; Secretary,
C. H. Haines ; Treasurer, Carlisle Brown ;
Stewards,
William D. Haines, Sebastian Grenwood ; Messenger,
380,

Carlisle

Brown.

Senior Council, No.

26, A. O. U. A. M.— This
council was instituted at Vincentown, N. J., in OddFellows'
Hall, Sept. 4, 1868, with the followingnamed charter members : Jacob H. Horner, George
F. Brown, Samuel Norcross, Carlile Brown, Joseph

H. Johnson, J. B. H. Brown, William M. Allen, John
F. Hughes, Jonathan Haines, William S. Joyce John
N. Sloan, and William H. Foulk. The officers for
the first term were as follows : William M.
Allen
C. ; Carlile Brown, V. C. ; John N. Sloan, R. g. !
J. H. Horner, A. R. S. ; Joseph H. Johnson, F. 8 •

SOUTHAMPTON
G.

F.

J. B. H. Brown, C. ; William
William S. Joyce, I. P. The suc

Brown, Treas. ;

H. Foulk, Ex.

;

cessive presiding officers have been as follows, and in
the order named: Carlile Brown, J. B. H. Brown,
Jonathan Haines, William H. Foulk, Joseph H.
Johnson, Frank S. Jones, Joseph A. E. Norcross,
Erastus Hofflinger, A. E. Cox, Robert Joyce, Solo
mon R. Simons, William S. Joyce, John S. Haines,
George F. Brown, Francis C. Naylor, Samuel E.
Branson, William S. Joyce, Carlile Brown, Frank S.

Jones, John A. Bozarth, Alfred Bozarth, Frank S.
Jones, John W. Rose, Frank S. Jones, William S.
Joyce, and Samuel E. Branson.
The officers for the
first term of 1882 are Samuel Bozarth, C. ; George F.
Brown, V. C. ; Francis C. Naylor, R. S. ; Samuel E.
Branson, A. R. S. ; John W. Haines, F. S. ; Frank
P. Bozarth, Treas. ; Alfred Bozarth, C. ; Carlile Brown,
Ex. ; John W. Rose, I. P. ; Charles Griffith, O. P.
The regular meetings of this council are on Tues
day evenings of each week. Present membership,
forty.

Vincentown Council, No.

M.1 — This council

17,

Junior

O. U. A.

was instituted at Vincentown, on
Monday, Aug. 22, 1870, and charter granted by Jo
seph H. Shinn, State Councillor of New Jersey, to the
following young men, residents of Southampton town
ship : Benjamin T. Crozier, Ellis H. Wright, Samuel
B. Norcross, David C. Branson, Franklin P. Bozarth,

James D. Bell, Frank Wright, William Wright,
Henry Flenard, Henry R. Nutt, and Adolphus Nale.
The council was instituted in Odd-Fellows' Hall on
Polk Street, where it continued its sessions for two
years, when it removed to its present quarters on
Main Street. , Benjamin T. Crozier was the presiding
officer during the first year. During this year Samuel
D. Sleeper, Walter Norcross, Isaac Bennett, and
George K. Bennett were initiated, and the following
persons were made honorary members, viz. : William
M. Allen, Carlile Brown, J. B. Brown, and F. S.
Jones. Receipts for the year, sixty dollars ; ex
penses, forty-four dollars and fifty cents.
The second year was one of greater financial
the net receipts

suc

to eighty dollars.
Samuel B. Norcross, Frank P. Bozarth, Ellis H.
Wright, and James Calkitt were the presiding officers
Joseph A. E.
for the year, being elected quarterly.

cess,

amounting

Norcross, John C. Brown, and Thomas C. Williams
were the initiates.
During the next two years the
council made but little progress, and in the mean
time removed to its present quarters in Temperance

Hall. The initiates during this time were John K.
Bennett, Richard Asey, Franklin G. Hancock, John
C. Pancoast, Charles J. Horner, and Solomon R.
Net receipts, forty dollars.
Simons.
The officers for 1873 and 1874 were John K. Bur
nett, John Pancoast, Thomas Williams, and Ellis H.
Wright.

The initiates were Andrew Wright, Thomas
1By George W. Elbert.
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Hofflinger, A. B. Cline, James S. Worrell, James
During this time the council was called to
mourn the loss by death of one of it's members, Wil
liam M. Allen.
During the year 1875 the council made but little or
no progress, either numerically or financially, but the
year 1876 was a successful one for the council.
The
officers were David Branson, F. G. Hancock, Walter
Norcross, James S. Worrell, and the initiates were
Milton R. Cox, George H. Johnson, George W. Elbert,
Davis S. Simons, Absalom E. Cox, William Bartlett,
Joseph Allen.
During this year the council was
again called to mourn the loss of another brother by
death, viz., Thomas Hofflinger, he having been killed
by the premature discharge of a gun Feb. 10, 1876.
During 1877 the officers were E. H. Wright, C. J.
Horner, Andrew Wright, and George W. Elbert. .The
initiates were Thomas Allen, Samuel Montgomery,
George Frampus, William Norcross, Isaac B. Crain,
Samuel R. Allen, Charles E. Joyce.

Simpson.

The officers for 1878 were G. H. Johnson, William
Bartlett, Joseph M. Allen, and Thomas Allen. The
initiates were George W. Worrell, Samuel M. Wor
rell, Ellsworth Pancoast, Franklin P. Bennett, Jervis
W. Haines, George H. Powell, Henry I. Worrell,
Lewis S. Woolston, Henry R. Woolston, Charles
Somers, Frederick Powell, Edward A. Worrell, Joseph
H. Sharp, Aaron Moore, Edward W. Horner, Charles
Austin, Jefferson W. Taylor, Thomas Woolston, John
Cheeseman, Aaron Allen, David McDowell, and Sam
uel E. Branson.
In 1879 the officers were Thomas H. Allen, William
Norcross, Isaac B. Crain, L. S. Woolston.
Initiates,
F. C. Nayler, Edward Horner, Joseph W. Albertson,
Franklin K. Jones, Guy B. Gaskill, Eugene Hallowell,
Edward E. Haines, Aug. Filander, John W. Haines,
George R. Abrams.

In

1880

the officers were

L.

S. Woolston,

Charles

Austin, E. E. Haines, George H. Powell. Initiates,
William W. Worrell, Frank Bowker, Lewis Simons,
Rush E. Cox, George Gravott, Alfred B. Dobbins,
Gershom M. Cox, Leonard A. Wickward, Harry Han
cock, George W. Knight, Elwell Gaskill, Charles
Bryant, Caleb Kimber.
The officers for 1881 were John Cheeseman, Henry
I. Worrell, Edward A. Worrell, A. B. Moore. In
itiates during the year, Frank W. Cotton, Joseph H.
Ware, Franklin Simons, William Venable, William
H. Lewis, Charles P. Marple, Clifford S. Cowperth
waite, Charles Bowker, William Hammell, George E.
Thomas,1 Joseph F. Dobbins,
Frank G. Sterling.
During this year the council was again called to
mourn the loss by death of P. C, Walter Norcross,

who died Sept. 12, 1881.
The officers for the first half of the year 1882 were
A. B. Dobbins and David McDowell, and the initiate
was Franklin Sapp.
The membership of the council
in- July, 1882, was sixty-six.
During the existence
of the council it has paid out in benefits over five
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thousand dollars, and has at present assets amounting
to nine hundred and fifteen dollars.
Men of Prominence. — But few of the descendants
of the first locators and inhabitants of Southampton
now remain.

The Burrs, who were the largest land-owners,
among the very first settlers, have become almost
tinct, either by death or removal to other States,
but a very small portion of their once large and
Mrs
uable estate now remains in their family.

He is president of the railroad, the Marl .
Company, and the First National Bank.
He is now
seventy years of age, and apparently still in the
prime of life, attending closely to his business affairs,
and taking great interest in all public matters. ¦ He
ments.

and

was thrice elected to the Legislature, and during the
1861 was an earnest Unionist, and ren
dered valuable assistance to Governors Olden and

val

Parker.

and
ex

Re

becca Bryan's (wifeof Capt. Guy Bryan) beautiful resi
dence and grounds alone remain.
David Peacock, who first brought the iron mouldboard plow into practical use, was one of the pioneers
of Southampton, and lived on the farm now owned
Mr. Peacock paid Charles
by Job Butterworth.
Newbold, the inventor, one thousand dollars for his
patent, and soon the mechanical genius of Peacock
wrought it into a practical implement for agricultural
purposes.
He was also the pioneer in the use of
marl as a fertilizer.

Rebellion of

His father was Gen. William Irick (1st),
who was also a leading man of his day, being a sur
veyor and general business man of the neighborhood.
He was several times elected to the Council of New
Jersey, and held many local positions of honor, among
which was president of the old Farmers' Bank of
Mount Holly, and president of the Board of Council
of Proprietors of West New Jersey. Early manifest
ing a military taste, he joined the military organiza
tion of the State, and became a major-general of
militia. During the war of 1812 he was ordered to
Fort Byllinge, where he assumed command; but the
war soon closed, and he was not called into active
Gen. William Irick (2d), son of Wilham
(1st), followed in the footsteps of his father, and be

There is not a male descendant of the Leeds family
The Sleeper
bearing their name left in the township.

service.

family, however, are closely connected.
The Bishops, who were a large family and large
land-owners, and residents of the vicinity of Vincen
town, have nearly all moved away or died out, leav

came a man of business ; elected to the Council of
New Jersey ; a candidate for Congress (being de
feated by Hon. George Sykes); president of the Bur
lington County Bank at Medford; besides holding

ing no one in the township bearing their name. Mrs.
Emiline S. Irick, however, was the daughter of Ja
phet Bishop, a leading farmer and prominent Friend.
James Branson's family and the Ross families were
The Haines, Lippincotts, Aliens,
closely connected.
Budds, Rogers, Hilliards, Iricks, Woolstons, Harkers, Butterworths, Ridgways are still largely repre
sented, and their ancestors closely followed the first
settling of the country, and among them are found
The his
many of the leading citizens of the county.
tory of this township would not be complete without
a brief biographical mention of a few members of the

Dr. Samuel Woolston, who lately de
above families.
ceased aged over seventy years, deserves more than a
passing notice. Born upon a farm, he early developed
great mechanical

and scientific skill, and finally
and became one of the finest and
most successful practitioners of his profession.
Im
bibing, however, such a strong desire for invention,
he spent his vast earnings and handsome competency
studied medicine

in many patents, many of which have become im
portant, but not through his hands.
Being of a con
fiding disposition, he showed his works to all, and
some of his auditors, borrowing his ideas, profited
In church matters he took a
largely by his genius.
great interest, and aided largely in establishing both
the Methodist Episcopal and Protestant Episcopal

He died honored and beloved by all.
Among the other leading citizens who deserve
mention here is Gen. John S. Irick.
To his efforts
in a great measure are the citizens of Vincentown
mainly indebted for their extensive public improve
Churches.

many other important trusts.
He died in 1865, at
the close of the Rebellion, and the greatest regret of
his life was that his feeble health prevented him
taking an active part iu the field in defense of his

common country.
But he did the next best thing,
by loaning a large portion of his ample fortune to
the general government.
It is said of Gen. William
Irick that he never said no to a friend in distress.
He died leaving four daughters, all married, and one
son, William John Irick, who now owns the greater
part of the Indian lands spoken of in this history.

Hon. Henry J. Irick, eldest son of Gen. John S.
Irick, inheriting the love of public life from his an
cestors, is among those who take a lively interest in
all public matters. He is a surveyor and general
business man of the township, and treasurer of the
Railroad and Marl Company.
In the fall of 1861 he

was elected to the State Legislature,
and twice suc
cessively re-elected, taking an active and earnest part
in the great interests then taking place.
In the fall
of 1867 he was the candidate of the Republicans of
this county for State senator.
Though

running

largely ahead of his ticket, under the banner of uni
versal suffrage, he was defeated by Hon. Job H.

Gaskill.

In 1870 he was again the Republican candidate for
State senator, and triumphantly elected.
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WILLIAM IRICK.
Irick was born on the Irick

GEN.
Gen. William

home
stead, near Vincentown, Burlington Co., N. J., Dec.
29, 1799, and was the son of Gen. William and Mar-
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This township is bounded on the northeast by Ches
terfield, on the southeast by New Hanover and Pem
berton townships, on the southeast by Westampton
and Burlington, on the north by Florence and Mans
field townships.
In shape the township is nearly
triangular.
The northerly boundary, in length about

garite Stockton Irick. His early education was ob
tained in the common school, and upon reaching

ten miles, is marked by the Assiscunck Creek.
The
remaining sides are respectively seven and nine miles
long.
It contains eighteen thousand acres of alluvial

manhood he devoted his energies to agriculture, and
became an enterprising and successful farmer, intro
ducing improved stock, machinery, etc. In early

soil, which for agricultural purposes may be classed
as of first quality, comparing favorably for such use
with any other equal area in the State.

manhood he entered the political field as a Whig, and
filled many important places of trust. He was jus
tice of the peace for a long time, a member of the
State Council for several years (now Senate), and the
Whig candidate for Congress in 1842, reducing the
majority of the opposition largely, but failing of elec
tion.
He was subsequently urged to accept the nom
ination for Congress again, but declined, and he was
prominently mentioned as the Whig candidate for
Governor in 1848. He was one of the founders of
the Medford Bank, and president of the same from
July 6, 1851, until his death ; treasurer of the Cam
den and Pemberton Agricultural Railroad, and State
director of the Camden and Amboy Railroad; one
of the Council of Proprietors of West Jersey, one of
the founders of the Lumberton Iron Foundry, owned
a large landed estate, and he owned and operated
several saw-mills.
He was interested in most of the
leading enterprises about him, and his name was
familiar as a generous and warm-hearted citizen, and

and helping friend of those in less
He obtained
favorable circumstances than himself.
the rank of general in the old State militia, and was
"
Irick" throughout this
familiarly known as Gen.
a* sympathizing

section of the State.

Aug.

17, 1864.

Gen.

Irick

died from paralysis

By his first wife he had five daugh

ters, four of whom survived him, and by his second
wife he had one son, who also survives him.

CHAPTER XL.
SPRINGFIELD

TOWNSHIP.

Geographical, Natural Features, and Early Set
tlers.1 — The township of Springfield retains its orig
inal boundaries as incorporated in 1798. The name
by some is supposed to be derived from copious
springs, which are variously located in different parts

Others with more probability be
given
as a reminiscence of some recent
was
lieve
home. One authority states it was so called by a
company of settlers who removed from Springfield,

of the township.

it

in Connecticut; however this may be, we find the
name in location

deeds

as early as the year 1683.

1 Extracted from Barclay White's and other papers.
28

Assiscunk, Annaricken, and Barker's Creeks, with
their tributaries, radiate over its territory.
Along
the valleys of these are broad natural meadows of
exceeding fertility, which by supporting large herds
of cattle have enabled their owners to keep the
slightly undulating upland between them in the
highest state of fertility, growing thereon the cereals
in great perfection.
It is, in fact, " a goodlie country," inhabited by an
honest and intelligent people, many of whom now
cultivate with increasing fertility and profit the same
acres their ancestors purchased from the Council of
Proprietors

nearly or quite two hundred years ago.

Within the township and near its southerly bound
ary is a range of hills having an elevation of about
two hundred feet above the level of the sea, which,
in consequence of the level surface of the surround
ing country, are dignified with the title of mounts.
These hills contain large quantities of sandstone,
and furnish the only supply of stone for building or

other purposes to an extensive region around them.
a portion of a series of detached hills
extending across the State which have been much
used for .telegraphic
communication
between the
cities of Philadelphia and New York, first, by means
of colored rockets, and more recently, up to the time
of the construction of a magnetic telegraph between
those cities, by movable signal arms placed on the

This range is

top of high wooden towers.
In the twelfth month, 1687, Symon Charles, deputy
surveyor, made return for Robert Stacy of three hun
dred acres, lying and being at Onanickon, in the county

of Burlington, adjoining lands of Matthew Champion,
John Schooley, and Thomas Shinn ; this tract was
conveyed

by

John

Robert Stacy, May
who had previously
Ralph Trenoworth,

Stacy,

son

19, 1697,

to

by location

and heir-at-law

John

of

Schooley, Jr.,
and purchase from

Katharine, widow of William
Bard, and William Bustill of portions or all of their
several adjacent locations, become possessed of four
Upon a resurvey
hundred and seventy-six acres.
sixty years afterwards there were found within the
ancient boundaries of this tract a surplus of one hun
dred and thirty-nine acres, making in all six hundred
and fifteen acres, upon the northerly portion of which
he built a large house, with adobe, or unburnt
walls.

brick
This house stood near the present farm build-
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ings of Howard White ; it was known by the title of
" the mud house," and was destroyed by fire many
years ago.
The northerly portion of this tract, although fre

marriage John, Caleb, and
Mary Wright. Caleb was
the father of the late Samuel G. Wright. Mary was
a minister among Friends, and married Henry Ridg
way.

quently conveyed by deed, has since remained in the
descendants of John Schooley, and for nearly one
hundred years has been rented, it having been owned

Ann Schooley, born 1699, and a daughter of the
first wife, Rebecca, married a Scattergood.
Thomas Black and Samuel Black were sons of John,
whose father, William, emigrated from England.

by women, who resided with their husbands off the
premises.

John Stacy, after selling the above-mentioned tract,
probably removed to Maryland, as we find by the
records of Third Haven Monthly Meeting, in said
" This
State, that in 1698,
meeting desires John Stacy
agree
to cover this meeting-house, and John
may be
Pemberton

has promised 300 30a nails and 1000 re

ceived, and 4000 10a, and Thomas Edmundson
promised to give timber to cover it."

has

And by another minute, " John Stacy having cov

ered and ceiled our great meeting-house, there is due
unto him 2500 pounds of tobacco, which is to be paid
follows,"
as

etc.

son of John Schooley, of HawsParish of Handsworth, County of
York, England, was an elder among Friends. He
married, 2d mo. 25, 1711, Frances, daughter of Sam
uel and Susannah Taylor, of Door, County of Derby,
England, and widow of Joseph Nicholson, and died
in the early part of the year 1735, leaving sons, John,
Samuel, Jonathan, and Thomas, and six daughters.
Samuel inherited the southerly part, and Jonathan
the remainder of the homestead farm, the partition
line terminating on the north side of "the old weaver's
hill,"
the same point mentioned in the location deed,
" the old weaver under
the
1685, as near the house of
hill." This old weaver appears to have been John
Ewan, and the very ancient brick house -in Julius
town, now belonging to the heirs of Jonathan R.

John

Schooley,

Jr.,

worth Woodhouse,

Oliver, was on his farm, and was probably erected by

himself or his son Julius.
Children of John and Frances Schooley, — Susannah,
married Michael Newbold, 2d mo. 15, 1730 ; John,
married, 1743, Rachel, daughter of Samuel, the son
of Joseph Wright ; he inherited from his father the
farm near Plattsburg late the property of John PanHis daughter Fanny married John
coast, deceased.
Leonard, who, joining the royalists during the Revo
lutionary war, the farm was confiscated.
Samuel sold his portion of the homestead farm and
removed to Schooley's Mountain, in the upper part of
the State. Jonathan, in 1750, married Mary, daughter
of John Wright, of Wrightstown.
Thomas died
young.
married Joseph,
Rebecca
son of John
Wright. Sarah married Joseph Horner, of Prince
Mary married (1)
ton. Isabella married a Ridgway.
Jonathan Barton, (2) Thomas Black. By these hus
bands she had Jonathan Barton and John Black, both
posthumous

children, and afterwards married (3)
Samuel, son of John Wright, of Wrightstown,
by
whom there was no issue, but who had by a previous

Of Michael and Susanna Newbold's children, Anna
married Anthony Taylor; John married Mary Cole;
Rebecca married
Thomas
Earl ; Joseph ; Mary
married

Robert

Hough.

In

1693,

John

Emley; and Susan married Samuel
Renshaw

forty-four acres of land

located two hundred
adjoining

and

southwestwardly
Schooley; he con

the last described tract of John
veyed the same, June 25, 1695, to

John Ewan, who
was by trade a weaver, and settled upon this purchase
June 25, 1731. He conveyed the same to his son,
Julius Ewan,

from whom Juliustown, the most flour
ishing village in the township, derives its name; this
tract includes the site of the village of Juliustown,
hill,"
or Houghton, and the "old weaver's
and joins
Pisgah,"
"
Thomas Budd's survey of 1693 on Mount
which is the most easterly hill in this Springfield
range, and the northerly point of Budd's survey.
From various deeds of property here, drawn by
William Dilwyn in 1768, we learn that the village " is
now called, and hereafter is to be known by the name
;"
of Houghton
but the new title, although more ap
propriate, does- not appear to have been generally
adopted, and probably few of the present resid'ents of
Juliustown have ever heard of the name as applied
to their village.
Among the past notables of Juliustown may be
mentioned Susey Toole, a reputed witch, whose resi
dence was to be avoided by the timid after nightfall,
and John Williams, an Englishman, generally known
" Preceptor," who
as
has left a curious diary of nota
ble events of his day, among which is found this en
"
try : April 24, 1819, evacuated the school-house near
Juliustown, having presided in it more than thirtyyears."
two

The pretty country-seat in Houghton, late of Jacob
T. Bunting, deceased, was in 1768 the property and
former dwelling-house,
residence of William

burned

Dillwyn,

many years ago, the
brother of George

Dillwyn, an eminent minister among Friends, and
the birthplace of his only child,
Susan, who after
wards married Samuel Emlen. William Dillwyn's
sister Ann married John Cox, of
Burlington; their
daughter Susan married
Joseph
Philadelphia.

Dr.

Parrish,

Westward

of

along the township line we find that
Tatham, Jr., gentleman, by a deed dated
Jan.
1, 1711, conveyed to Thomas Hough
six hundred and
fifty acres, being at a place called or
known as Oneanickon ; the said John Tatham, Jr.,
inherited the
same as son and heir-at-law of John
BurTatham

John

of
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19, 1736.

John Day,

yeoman, of the
county of Burlington, did lay forth and survey in the
township of Springfield, three hundred and fifty-three
1689;

acres of land, lying northward of and adjoining the
above-mentioned
three hundred acres surveyed to
Benjamin Antrobus, and after reserving therefrom
six acres of meadow, in 1698 conveyed the remainder

Joseph English. Upon a
resurvey the boundaries described in the deed of lo
cation were found to contain four hundred and thirtyfor three hundred

acres to

one acres, a portion of which was conveyed by Sam
uel Black, son of John Black, to William Fox. This
is now the property of Stacy B. Lippincott, and is
still known as the Fox place. The remainder was

in 1747 by Robert Arthur, of Wales, in
Great Britain, to Charles Read, then secretary of the
" Sharon," and
province, who gave to it the title of
conveyed it by that name, in 1750, to Daniel Doughty,
conveyed

in possession of whose descendants it still remains.
A red cedar post, set in by said Read in 1749 to
mark one of the corners of Sharon, and having upon
it his initials and the date, was in 1870 still standing
and in a good state of preservation.
Daniel was the son of Jacob Doughty, a minister
among the Friends, whose residence was in Hunter
don County, N. J. He was one of fourteen children,
of whom two only were sons. In 1729 he married
Ann, daughter of John and Mercy Stevenson, and
granddaughter of Samuel Jennings, the first Gover
nor of the province.
Ann Doughty and three children died between the
The surviving child,
9th and 24th of 7th mo. 1742.
Mary, married William Lovett Smith in or about
At their wedding held at the house
the year 1749.
(now demolished) lately occupied by Caleb Newbold,

deceased, among other guests appeared Governor
Tradition informs us that
Belcher, in a carriage.
this was the first carriage ever seen in the town
ship.
Samuel

Jennings left three daughters.

Sarah, the

Samuel Jennings.

In

Godfrey Hancock located two hundred
adjoining John Day, westwardly, beginning at
a stake set up in a meadow at the head of one of the
branches of Birch Creek, and running thence north
west by west forty-two chains to a white oak for a
1684,

acres

corner at the foot of a mount.
1st mo. 1, 1685, he
conveyed the same to William Salloway, merchant, of
Philadelphia. This tract was afterwards known as
" Salloway's Neck," and passed through
various hands
up to Nov. 2, 1753, when William West conveyed

it,

will dated Nov.
In the 5th mo.

daughter, in 1706 married John Stevenson, and in
Thomas Stevenson married Sarah, widow of Ed
ward Pennington.
The three Stevensons were brothers,
and emigrated in the same vessel that brought over

with fifty acres added by resurvey, to William Lovett
Smith, merchant, of Burlington, who then gave
the
" Bramham," from
name of
Bramham, in Yorkshire,
England, whence his ancestors emigrated.
Several

it

by

marriage, leaving one son, Isaac.
Anne Jennings
married William Stevenson.
These sisters appear to
have married at the same time. Mercy, the youngest

members of this family having long held positions of
trust in the province,
may be interesting to give
here
short account of them.
Richard Smith was baptized May 18, 1593, at Bram
ham, Yorkshire, England, and was buried Nov. 19,
His son Richard was baptized Oct. 15, 1626,
1647.
was

a physician,

and

became a preacher

among

Friends. He was married to Ann Yates, at York,
England, Feb. 25, 1653. Their residence was near
Of their twelve children, five sons, viz.,
Bramham.
John, Daniel, Joseph, Emanuel, and Richard, and
one daughter, Deborah, emigrated in or about the
year 1677.
John died at sea the others settled in
Burlington, N. J. One other son, Samuel, left Eng
land in 1690, and located in Bucks County, Pa., but
afterwards removed to Burlington.
Samuel died in 1718, being at the time one of the
members of Assembly for Burlington. Daniel served
many years faithfully in Assembly, and died in 1742.
His wife was Mary, daughter of Robert and Ann
Murfin. "She was found drowned with her horse in
the year 1739, near the long bridge in the Northern
Liberties, Philadelphia, supposed to have occurred in
attempting

to give her horse water where

it

Wheat the 14th of December, 1687.
Mary, the
widow of Thomas Shinn, afterwards married Silas
Crispin. Most of the above-mentioned tracts of land
Thomas Hough gave to his grandson, Daniel Hough,

Springett, wife of William Penn.
Ed
ward was surveyor-general of the province of Penn
sylvania; he died in Philadelphia two years after his

;

acres adjoining the aforesaid lands of said Hough, it
being a portion of two hundred acres that Thomas
Shinn, father of said Samuel, purchased of Benjamin

/of Gulielma

a

nine acres.
On ye fourthe day of ye eleventh month, commonly
called January, 1721, Samuel Shinn, cordwainer, con
veyed to Thomas Hough one hundred and twenty

eldest, in 1699 married Edward Pennington, youngest
of Isaac Pennington, the younger and half-brother

son

it

This tract appears to have been located as
follows : Twenty-five acres by George Hutchinson,
three hundred acres by Benjamin Antrobus, one hun
dred acres by Edward Boulton, aud the balance by
the said John Tatham.
By a resurvey made by
Thomas Scattergood, deputy surveyor, Sept. 1, 1726,
said survey fell short of the original quantity twenty-

a

lington.

43*7

was very

That was then the direct and only route to
Philadelphia."

deep.

Her sister Johanna married John Sykes, who while
a boy emigrated with his father, Samuel, and grand
father, John Sykes. The latter died soon after land
ing, being very aged.

John Sykes, the younger, died 10th mo. 1771,
aged ninety.
He was the father of Anthony, whose
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son Thomas was the father of the late George Sykes,
of Springfield.
Mary Smith, Johanna Sykes, and John Sykes have
but interesting narratives of their
The first may be found in
moving to this country.
Philadelphia;"
the latter, in
Watson's "Annals of
the original, are in possession of the heirs of George
each left short

Sykes.

Richard was twelve years one of the council, and
died in 1750.

Richard Smith, son of Samuel, was elected a mem
ber of the Assembly for Burlington in 1730, and died
while that body was in session at Amboy, Nov. 9,
1751, having represented Burlington in Assembly for
twenty years.
Dr. Franklin's paper, the Pennsylvania Gazette, of
Nov.

21, 1751, says,

"Last

week died Richard Smith,

J., and

Friends'
was buried in

Esq., of Burlington, N.
burial-ground in that city, in whom the character of
a generous, good-natured, hospitable man, true pa
triot, and good Christian were so truly blended that
he lived beloved and esteemed by all who knew him,
and his death is lamented as a public loss by the
province."
people of that

Richard Smith married Abigail Raper 8th mo. 20,
Samuel, their eldest son, was author of that
" Smith's History of
valuable and standard work,
Jersey."

1719.

New

John, the second son, married Hannah, daughter
of James Logan, the well-known friend and most
of William
trusted counselor and representative
Penn, and was made a member of Assembly for
Philadelphia in 1750, when twenty-eight years old,
contrary to his expressed wishes, which led him to
wards the quiet of private life. Having accumulated
a competency by commerce from Philadelphia, he re
tired to his paternal property at Burlington, and pur
chased of Governor Franklin, for a country seat,
Franklin Park, with its tenants of deer, situated near
the now village of Rancocas.
William Lovett Smith, the third son of Richard,
married Mary, surviving child of Daniel Doughty,
was a merchant at Burlington, afterwards settled at
He
Bramham, in Springfield, as before mentioned.
built, during the latter part of his lifetime, on the
southerly portion of Bramham, that building long
House,"
"
which was destroyed by
known as the Red
There he died in 1794,
fire about the year 1850.
Daniel Doughty married Eliza
leaving children.
beth Schooley ; Samuel married Abigail Schooley ;
Annie married John Gill, of Haddonfield ; Abigail
married John Earl ; Mary married Brazilla Burr ;
William Lovett married Eliza, daughter of Gen.
Lacey.
Bramham is still owned by a descend
ant of William Lovett Smith.
John Osborn located three hundred acres adjoining
Days' surveys
about 1694,
Godfrey Hancock and John
and Jan. 13, 1699, sold the same to Eleazer Fenton,
whose widow, Elizabeth, afterwards married Samuel

John

Goldy and conveyed said tract to Thomas Branson
by deed dated Jan. 29, 1707.
By record in Revel's Book of Surveys, remaining in
the Secretary of State's office in' Trenton, we find
there was surveyed for William Biddle, atOneanickon,
8th month, 1686, two hundred and seventy acres of
land, and in 4th month, 1689, one tract of two hun
dred and thirty acres, and two other tracts, containing
together three hundred and twenty-three acres, mak
ing altogether eight hundred and twenty-three acres,

adjoining lands of Hannaniah Gauntt, John Days,
Peter Harvey, Charles Read, Samuel Barker, Daniel
Leeds, Michael Buffin, John Browne, and John
Shinn.
William Biddle is included in Smith's list of set
tlers from England, who arrived at Burlington about
the year 1678.
He made several locations of land in
different parts of the county of Burlington, including
Biddle's Island, in the Delaware River.

His

selection

of land was marked with much judgment, generally
proving to be among the best.
Burlington Quarterly Meeting,

when first set up in
Biddle, and
so continued until 1711, when it was held alternately
at the meeting-houses in Burlington and Chesterfield.
" Oneaniken," referred to in several of
the above
locations, was evidently an Indian village, but
have
been unable to ascertain with certainty its position.
1682, was held

at the house of William

I

Other

locations besides these, extending some five
miles, mention the name, which is variously spelled,
but no doubt all refer to the same place.
There has been an Indian village on the sandy
ridge of land now owned by John Chambers, about

half

southeast of Juliustown.
Its name has
into oblivion, but its position could be dis
tinctly traced a few years ago, when not covered by
timber.
a mile

passed

extracts from records.

Feb. 7, 1780.
" On requestof the overseersof the poor for
money to enable them to
proceed in their appointment it is agreed by the
Committee that the
sum of One thousand pounds be raised on the Inhabitants of the Town
ship of Springfield for the use of the poor which sum the Assessor of
Said Township is Requestedforthwith to assess.
" Thomas Fenimore
" John Coate
"John Black1'
" At a Town Meeting held
this 7«' day of February 1780to Elect Free
holders to assistthe assessorsin Levying the first payment of a tax di
rectedto be raised by an act Intitled an act to raise the sum of three
million three hundred and seventy-five thousand pounds in the state of
New Jersey, John Tonkin, Samuel Hough and John Black was duly
Elected.
" Benjn
Fenimore Clk"
ESTRAYS.
Nov. 26,1781. Aaron Atkinson gave Information of two Estray Cattle
One a deepRed Bull with a Crop in the near Ear the Other pale
a
Red
Heifer No Ear Mark both Supposedto cometwo years old
next Spring.
Nov. 15,1781. Thomas Fenimore gave Information'of Brindle Heifer
with a White Back marked with a half crop in the Off
Ear supposedto
three years old next spring.
Jany 4, 1784. Thomas Whisler, gave Information of a
Brown Heifer
Mark with a swallow fork in the off Ear and a half penny
under Each
Ear Supposedto be two years Old next Spring.
Jany 10,1784. Thomas Earl Gave information of a Red
Bull marked
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with a swallow fork in the Off Ear and the near year appear to be torn
by a Doag Supposedto Come two years old next spring the sd Bull has a
small white place in his forehead.
Feby 20,1784. Arney Lippincott gave information of a Ked Stearwith
a crop in near ear aud hole in the oft and slit torn out.
Dec. 26,1785. Uz Gauntt gave Information of a mottled faced Ewe
Lamb With an under half penny in both Ears and a Crop in the off Ear.
Dec. 4, 1786. Bezillah Gaskill gave Information of a Sorrell Mare
Colt With a Baul Face Supposedto Comethree years old Next Spring.
Continental

Money.

At the annual town-meeting,held March 8, 1785,"Jacob Lamb Late
Overseer of the Poor Delivered a Bundle of Continental Money which
by an abstract thereon Bound appearsto be £326417s.Gd.,which was
ordered to be left iu the hands of the Clerk & it is farther agreed that
the Overseersof the Poor Do Call on John Tonkin for the Monies Now
in his hands for to Support the Poor the Ensuing year as far as there
appears to be in his hands."

of the township, he lay down (to rest, as is
supposed) on the south slope of the hill just above
the former residence of Arney Lippincott, where he

tremity

dead, about June 1, 1809.
Having no
relatives, his remains were taken charge of by the
township, and June 12th his estate was administered
upon by Caleb Shinn and Abraham Merritt. The
was found

appraisers

Unexpectedly,

" Attest by Clerk.
"Benjamin Gauntt, Clerk.''''

"John Newbold, Moderator.

The circumstances creating or the source from
whence came the above-named fund is related by the
older persons of the township as follows:
In the latter part of the last and early part of this
there lived a man by the name of Samuel
Daisy, who was of nomadic habits, and withal some
thing of a genius. He carried with him a small tin
century

box or trunk, filled with small notions, such as tape,
toythread, hooks and eyes, buttons, pins, needles,
paid
With
these he usually
his bills,
books, etc.
besides selling what he could. He always traveled on
foot, as it was not only the cheapest, but by far the
His route lay through the township of Spring
field, and usually had his regular stopping-places for
safest.

For many
the night, especially in cold weather.
years he had traveled his well-beaten path, and upon
what proved to be his last visit to this township, and
just after he had crossed the line at the south ex

there was found upon his person the

following property, viz.

:

Apparel and merchandiseappraised at
Cash on hand
Bonds and Notes

At a meeting of the committeeof the township of Springfield, at the
house of Thomas M. Gardiner (Jobs Town), on Saturday, Sept. 3, 1796,
present,John Black, Caleb Newbold, Daniel D. Smith, Caleb Earl, and
Henry Ridgway.

"Whereas, There is a certain sum of Money now due the Township
of Springfield from the Estate of Samuel Daisy Deced,amounting to
about the sum of two thousand Dollars, and whereas the Law directs
that said moneyshall be applyed to the use of the poor of said township,
and whereasat the annual town meetingheld at Jobstown this Eleventh
day of March, 1817,it was resolvedas follows, viz, :
" 1stResolved,That the
township Committee and their Successorsin
office Shall be Constitutedand appointed A Board of Trustees to place
principal
out the
of said sum at interest upon goodSecurity such as they
Bhall approve of.
" 2dResolved,That the interest arising from said fund shall be appro
priated to Schooling such poor Children within the Limits of said town
ship asthe said board of Trusteesin their DiscressionShall think propper
and that they shall Render A Just and true accountat Each annual-town
meeting of the number and ages of such Schollars and of the money so
appropriated.
"Carried by A Voat of the Town Meeting.

appointed were Jacob Merritt and Jacob

Lamb.

Monmouth and Mount Holly Road.

"Resolved, That the County Collector pay to the Commissioners ap
pointed to lay a Road from Monmouth Court House to Mount Holly, the
Sum of two Hundred Pounds of the Money belonging to this Township
which was recoveredfrom ThomasFenimore late County Collector to be
appropriatedby said Commissionerstowards openingsaid Road through
the Township aforesaid.
"By order of the Committee.
" Job Lippincott, Clerk."
"Daisy"
Fund.
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$43.25
460.89
1009.38

Total
Interest to time of settlementof eBtate

$1513.52
82.31

Total
Expenses of settling estate

$1595.83
173.59

Balance for township

$1422,24

Interest added brought the sum up to two thousand
dollars in 1817, when the above resolutions were
passed.
The interest from that time to the present
has been applied to educational purposes in the town
ship, and will no doubt be so continued
time shall last.

as long

as

Miscellaneous Papers. — The following is a copy
of a license granted William F. Chambers, the pioneer
tavern-keeper at Juliustown :

" Burlington County To Wit:
"At the Court of General Quarter Sessionsof tho Peace,in and for

the said County, held at Mount Holly in the same,the 26day of May
in the year of our Lord Eighteen hundred and twelve.
"The said Court do hereby allow and license William F. Chambers,
of the Township of Springfield in the county aforesaid,to keep an Inn
and Tavern in the House wherein he now dwells, for one whole year
from the day above said, and no longer, so that the said William F.
Chambersshall use and exercise this License during the said term, ac
cording to the tenor and true meaning of the laws in such casesmade
and provided. Given under my hand and the seal of the said court the
day and year first abovewritten.
" J. McIlvaine Clerk."
Pioneer Wedding Certificates and Witnesses.
" Burlington >
Stateof New Jersey.
County, ss. J
" William Stockton, Jr., one of the Justices of the Peace
,——^ of Burlington County, do hereby certify that on the twentyl. s. } Aft*1dav of February, in tbe year f of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, did marry and join in
v_^
holy wedlock John Chambersand Eliza Haines, and them
did pronounce man and wife according to law. Witness my hand and
seal the day and year first abovewritten.
" W. Stockton,
Jr.
" Present at the wedding :
Susana D. Haines.
William Irick, Jr.
Elizabeth Tash,
Job Rogers.
Susan Deacon,
Ozra Haines.
Eliza F. Budd.
S. Jones, Jr.
GeorgeHaines.
Mary Dawson.
RebeccaE. Deacon.
Franklin Haines.
Abigail Jones.
Stephen Warner.
Ann Haines.
Henry C. Irick,
Sarah Haines.
Thomas Haines.
Achsa Irick.
John Irick.
Joseph Woolman.
Mary Woolman.
GeorgeDeacon.
Rachael Deacon.
George Haines.
Achsa Deacon.
Richard Eayre.
Edith Haines.
Mary Tash.
Ann Tash.
Harriet Haines.

J

I

HISTORY OP BURLINGTON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

440

" To All WhomIt May Concern:
" do hereby certify that joined together in the holy bondsof mat
rimony Henry Chambers,of Trenton, State of New Jersey, and Eliza
beth Fox, of Springfield, Bnrlington County, and them did pronounce
lawfully man and wife. Given under my hand at Philadelphia this 8th
day of December,Anno Domini, 1779.
" DAVin Jones;
" Cliaplain,2d P. B."

I

I

in the Seminole war, and during the war with Mex
ico as captain of the Eighth Infantry.
Commanded
the regiment at Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma,
being wounded in the breast at the latter, honorably
conduct,"
mentioned for his '' cool and fearless
and
"
conduct."
breveted major
for gallant
He subse
quently participated in the siege of Vera Cruz, battles

Mr. Chambers was a resident of Springfield for
sixty years.
Military. — We have been permitted to make the
following extracts from old papers and documents
now in possession of Samuel H. Chambers, of this
township.
The following is a copy of the original
muster-roll of the " New Jersey Independent Blues,
;"
of Vincentown
it is dated April 15, 1822, and con
tains the following roster of the company :
William Irick, Jr., captain ; John Chambers, lieu
tenant ; Joseph Kirkbride, ensign ; Job Irick, orderly-

of Cerro Gordo, San Antonio, and Cherubusco, and
was breveted lieutenant-colonel
for his conduct at
Molino del Rey. At the latter battle he assumed
command of the Eighth after the fall of Waite, and
in the assault fearlessly led the regiment to the walls,
He afterwards was engaged
and was again wounded.
at Chapultepec, Ganta Sanbosma, and the City of
Mexico. New Jersey, ever ready to recognize the
gallantry of her sons, by an act of her Legislature

sergeant ; Samuel Lee and Job Monrow, lifers ; and
Pri
William Heaviling and John Lee, drummers.
vates : William Doron, Stephen Warner, Josiah Wil

In 1854, while in command of Fort Riley, Kansas,
during the pro-slavery war in that Territory, under
of Franklin Pierce, difficulties
the administration
arose out of those troubles between Col. Montgomery
and the honorable Secretary of War, Jefferson Davis,
which severed his connection with the army.
This

John Johnson, John

Woolston,

Edmond Fos

ter, Isaiah Kimble, John Kimble,
Samuel Lewallen, John Warren, Jr.,

Job Atkinson,
Job Kirkbride,

kins,

presented to him a handsome gold-hilted
appreciation of conduct in Mexico.

sword, as an

James Atkinson, Nathan Bullock, William Atkinson,
Abel Kimble, William Woolston, Jonathan Kirk
bride, Thomas B. Haines, Thomas Johnson, Joseph
Johnson, Blunufield Gaskill, Joseph Woolston, Israel
Alloways, Caleb Lippincott, Samuel Woolston, Stacy

unjust blow he took deep to heart.
The political difficulties occasioned

Lee, Benjamin

vanced in years, at once offered his services to his
native State, and was placed in command of the
First Regiment New Jersey Volunteers in May,

Montgomery,

George Haines, Clayton

Shinn, John Lord, Clayton Peters, John Atkinson,
Joshua Hilliard, Samuel Horner, Japhet Bowker,
William Edwards, John S. Haines, Thoirias Letts,
Barzillai Stockton, Samuel Allen, Reuben Mullen,
Wesley
Cobley, John Skull, Solomon Middleton,
Taunton Earl, Caleb Shinn, Joseph Prickitt, Thomas
Shinn. Samuel Phillips, Abraham King, Benjamin
Giberson, Clayton Peters, Zachariah Prickitt, Aaron
Prickitt, Samuel Wells, Joseph Collins, Joseph
Bowker,

Clayton

Haines,

Isaac

Woolston,

Samuel

Joseph Shinn, Job Collins, Samuel Leeds,
Josiah Prickitt.
Out of the above seventy-three members belong
Blues,"
ing to the " Independent
there
Lewallen,

are but three

or four now living, 1882.

a Guard,with part of the Bagageand Stores,there Remain untill further
Orders,unless the Enemy should make a Movement that way, then you
are to movefurther up the Country, keeping a back Road, and out of
their Reach. Mr. Lawrence Shaney is to forage for your Artillery
horses aud Bagage Wagon horses. Keep a Strickt Eye Over William
Seedsand SamuelCarter, two prisoners.
" I am your Humble Serv*
"J. Shreeve, Col. Comand.
" Mount Hollet, April 8th, 1778."

William Reading Montgomery, its first colonel, was
born in 1801, entered West Point in 1821, graduated,
and was appointed brevet second lieutenant Third
1825.

Served with

1861.
Forming part of the reserve at the battle of
Bull Run, he aided in covering the retreat of the
Union army from that disastrous field. He was soon
after appointed a brigadier-general
United States vol
unteers and military governor of Alexandria, Va.,the
most important post next to Washington in the coun
try. In 1862 he was placed in command of the city
of Philadelphia, and the next year in that of Cairo,
111., then an important
military post, and shortly
afterwards was ordered to the governorship of Mem
phis, Tenn.
In the spring of 1864, on account of de
clining health, he resigned his commission, and on
the 31st of May, 1871, at Bristol, Pa., in his seven

tieth year, he breathed his last.

Special Order to Captain Chambers.

"Sir, —You are to retire to the New mills with your two peacesand

Infantry, U.S.A., in July,

by the ap
conflict between slavery and
proaching irresistible
freedom, which no power of man could possibly
avert, crystallizing into rebellion,
he, though ad

credit

Anti - Secession
Committee. — The followingnamed persons comprise the famous committee of
ten who drafted the resolution against secession and
nullification, and in support of President Jackson, at

the meeting of citizens of the county of Burlington
at the court-house in Mount Holly, Dec. 29, 1832 :
Garret D. Wall, Samuel
Read, John Black,

J.

Abraham Brown, Moses Wills, Henry Inman, Ed
ward Thomas, Charles Kinsey, John Chambers, and
Elias P. Cannon.
The president of the meeting was
William N. Shinn ; Vice-Presidents, William R.
Allen, Jonathan J. Spencer ; Secretaries, Samuel R.
Gummere and George Haywood.
The last of this
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illustrious fifteen, Hon. George Haywood, died May
4, 1882, at tbe advanced age of ninety years.
Copy op an Exemption from Military

Duty.

"We do hereby certify that William F. Chambersis this day exempt

from Military duty by the Battalion Court of Appeal in consequenceof
Deafness.
"New Mills, Aug. 17,1807,First Regiment, Second Battallion, Bur
lington Brigade.
" C. Marlle, Maj'r,
" Joseph Heaviland, Capt.
" Chas.F. Lott, Surgeon."

Tax Receipt of 1815.
" Received this 17th
day of November, 1815,from Henry Chambers
the sum of eight and f^s DollarB, for the Direct Tax of 1815,upon the

property of Henry Chambers,in the County of Burlington, in the fifth
collection district in the State of New Jersey.
" Dollars 8f%.
"Step. Curtis, Collectorfor the
"fifth CollectionDistrictin theStateof New Jersey."

Fifty years later the same property was taxed for
the support of township, county, and State over five
hundred dollars, and over one hundred dollars for
many years.
Extracts from The New Jersey Mirror and Burlington

County

Advertiser.
" Six CentsReward.

July 31,1822.

" Ran away from the subscriber on the 27th
inst. an indentured Boy
named
John Deaton
Aged between 20 and 21 years, about'5feet 8 inches high, light com
plexion ; had on when he went away a velvet rounabout, swansdown

vest,linen pantaloons,fur hat, and neat'Bleather shoes. Whoever takes
up said runaway and delivers him to his mastershall receivo the above
reward, but no charges.
"All personsare forbid harboring or trusting said runaway at their
poril.
" Job Bishop.
"Lumberton, June 29, 1822."
" New Establishment.

"John Chambers haying completedhis Cider Establishment and Dis

tillery, takes this method of informing his friends and the public that
he iB now ready to receive applesor Distil Cider, at the usual prices,and
hopesby a strict attention to the abovebusiness,to give general satis
faction to thosewho may please to favor him with their custom.
" Springfield, July 30, 1822."

Civil Organization. — The
of township-meetings

earliest record we find
is that of 1776, which we give

entire :
"At a Town Meeting held the Twelfth day of March, 1776,at the
House of Thomas Atkinson, at Job's Town for Electing officersfor the
Ensuing year the following personBwere chosen: For Clark, Thomas atkinson ; for Assessor,William Ridgway ; for Constable,Lott Ridgway ; for
Surveyors of the Roads, Job Ridgway, William Ridgway ; for Collector,
Aaron Pancoast; for Overseersof the Poor, Daniel D. Smith, Aaron Pancoast; for Freeholders, Tanton Earl, Joseph Biddle, Jr. ; for Overseers
of Highways, Cornwell Stevenson,George Crashaw.
"And at the abovemeeting Jonathan Hough, Esq., Tanton Earl, Wil
liam Ridgway, Thomas Fenimore, and John Black, Jr., are apointed a
Committeeto settle the accountsof the Town officers,to Give Orders,for
raising money for the poor,and to do the other businessof the town the
ensuing year ; it is also agreed that one hundred pounds be raised for
the Use of the poor and Roads."

The following is a list of clerks, assessors, consta
bles, collectors, freeholders, and township committees
from 1777 to 1882, inclusive :
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Thomas Atkinson, 1777-78.
Benjamin Fenimore, 1779-82

Thomas Haines, 1842-44.
Samuel Smith, 1845-50.
Job Lippincott, 1783,1787-93,1796 Nathaniel W. Fenimore, 1851-55.
-97, 1800-1.
John W. Lodge, 1856-57.
Joseph Biddle, 1784-85.
Townsend Cox, 1758-59.
ABher Gauntt, 1786,1794-95.
Jonathan H. Woolman, 1860-65.
Thomas M. Gardiner, 1798-99.
J. Edward Hancock, 1866.
William Gaskill, 1802,1808.
Montgomery P. Page, 1867-69.
Daniel Wills, 1803-7.
Franklin S. Zelly, 1870-72.
Daniel D. Smith, Jr., 1809-15.
Samuel R. Wetherill, 1873.
S.'
John
Earl, 1816.
William E. Gaskill, 1874-76.
Benjamin Gauntt, 1817-26.
Thomas Allen, 1877.
Caleb Earl, 1821-26.
William E. Smith, 1878.
Benjamin Kimble, 1827.
John A. Ingling, 1880.
William B. Cox, 1880-82.
Stacy Cline, 1828-29.
Daniel Stewart, Jr., 1830-41.
ASSESSORS.
William Ridgway, 1777,1801-10. [ Edward Wills, 1853-54.
Joseph B. Dunphey, 1855-56.
ThomasFenimore, 1778-82.
Joseph Biddle, 1783-85,1789-91.
Job S. Shreve, 1857.
Henry Ridgway, 1786-88.
William Watson Fenton, 1858-59.
Samuel Hough, 1792-96.
Thomas C. Reeves,1860-61.
Samuel Stocktun, Sr., 1797-1800. Joseph W. Gibbs, 1862.
Samuel E. Githens, 1863-65.
John S. Smith, 1811-13.
John Newbold, 1814-19.
John Hagerman, 1866.
Ridgway Hancock, 1867-69.
Restore S. Lamb, 1820-29.
Tanton Earl, 1830.
William H. Fenimore, 1870-72.
Jonathan R. Oliver, 1831^41.
Franklin S. Zelly, 1873-75,1882.
Daniel Stewart, Jr., 1842-47.
Amos Johnson, 1876-78.
Clayton Hancock, 1848-50.
S. Biddle Shreve,1880.
Benjamin C. Gibbs, 1851.
William F. Parker, 1881.
Jacob C. Lamb, 1852.
COLLECTORS.
William Fox, 1777-78.
Richard Lawrence, 1779.
John Coate,1780.
Elton Kimble, 1781-82.
John Tonkin, 1783-86, 1792-94,
1796-1800.
Caleb Earl, 1787-91,1802-15.
Caleb Shinn, 1795.
Job Lippincott, 1801.
Jonathan Hough, 1816-21.
Clayton Lamb, 1822-24.
Richard Stockton, 1825-27.
Benjamin Stidfole, 1828-31.
Benjamin Kemble, 1832-45.

Arney Lippincott, Jr., 1846-47.
Joseph L. Lamb, 1848-49.
Joseph A. Southwick, 1850-52.
Benjamin C. Gibbs, 1853-54.
Benjamin B. Antrim, 1855-56,1858.

I. Elwood Hancock, 1857,1873-76.
Job S. Shreve,1859.
Thomas Wetheril, 1860.
Caleb Clothier, 1861-63.
Charles B. Clevenger,1864-66.
John Hagaman, 1867-69.
Montgomery P. Page, 1870-72.
Samuel R. Wetherill, 1877-78.
Amus Johnson, 1880-82.

CONSTABLES.
Josiah Gaskill, 1777-78,1785.
David Ridgway, 1779.
Elton Kemble, 1780-82.
Thomas Page, 1783.
Daniel D. SmMh, 1784.
Arney Lippincott, 1786.
Samuel Earl, 1787.
Benjamin B. Hough, 1788.
Job Lippincott, 1789.
Elihu Gauntt, 1790.
Adon Atkinson, 1791.
Job Ridgway, 1792.
Samuel Lippincott, 1793.
Samuel Mason, 1794.
Jacob Lamb, 1795.
Jacob Shinn, 1796.
Richard Stockton, 1797.
William Smith, 1798.
Caleb Shinn, 1799.
Michael Earl, 1800.
Nathan Folwell, 1801-2.
Daniel Everett, 1803-4,1806.
Samuel Hough, 1805.
Daniel Wills! 1807.

John Holman, 1808,1813.
Joel Oliver, 1809-12,1814.
Samuel Oliver, 1815.
Stacy Oliver, 1816.
William Hancock, 1817.
Abraham Witcraft, 1818.
Watson Craft, 1819,1822-23,182527.
None in 1820.
Daniel Stewart, 1821.
None in 1824.
Joseph Stackhouse,1828-30.
None in 1831,'32, '33.
Thomas Page, 1834-35,1852.
Joshua C. Stewart, 1836-51,185861,1864-74.
Thomas Page, Jr., 1853-54.
Henry Keeler, 1855.
Josiah Evans, 1856.
None in 1857.
Charles Ashton, 1862-63.
Samuel Stackhouse,1875.
John F. Pancoast, 1876-82.
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1777.William Ridgway.
Joseph Biddle.
1778.Jonathan Hough, Esq.
Joseph Biddle.
1779-84.John Tonkin.
John Black.
1785.John Ridgway.
Benjamin Fenimore.
1786.Joshua Shreve.
Henry Ridgway.
1787-88.Tanton Earl.
Samuel Hough.
1789.William Newbold.
Samuel Hough.
1790-92.Samuel Hough.
Caleb Newbold.
1793-94.John Childs.
Caleb Newbold.
1795-1804.Caleb Newbold.
Henry Ridgway.
1805-7.Caleb Newbold.
George Hancock.
1808-11.Caleb Newbold.
Caleb Shinn.
1812-20.Caleb Newbold.
William Ridgway.
1821-30.James Shreve.

1821-30.Abraham Merritt.
1831-32.Thomas Newbold.
John ChamberB.
1833-34.Thomas Newbold.
Thomas Haines.
1835-39.Thomas Haines.
David S. Stockton.
1840-42.David S. Stockton.
Job Smith.
David S. Stockton.
1843^49.
Charles C. Ridgway.
1850-51.Elisha Gauntt.
Arney Lippincott, Jr.
1852.Arney Lippincott, Jr.
1853.EliBha Gauntt.
1854-56,1859-60.Benj. R. Stokes.
1857-58.Caleb Newbold.
1861-62.Peter Ellis.
1863-64.Ivins Davis.
1865.None on record.
1866-67.Samuel P. Parker.
1868-69.Joseph B. Collins.
1870-72.John Hagaman.
1873-76.Joseph Norcross.
1877-78.Charles A. Braddock.
1879-80.None on record.
1881-82.John H. Croshaw.

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE.
1767.—William Ridgway, Nathau Folwell, John Black, Joseph Biddle,
and John Coate.
1778.—Thomas Fenimore, EBq., William Hough, Esq., and William
Ridgway.
— Thomas Fenimore, John Coate,and John Black.
1779.
—Joshua Shreve,John Black, and Benjamin Fenimore.
1780.
1781.—Joseph Biddle, Daniel Smith, John Black, John Tonkin, and
Job Gaskill.
— John Tonkin and Johu Black were appointed to assistthe as
1782.
sessors.
1783.—Joshua Shreve,Samuel Hough, and Henry Ridgway.
— JoBhua Shreve, Henry Ridgway, Samuel Hough, and Benjamin
1784.
Fenimore.
— John Black wasaddedto abovecommittee.
1785.
— John Black, J. Shreve,H. Ridgway, S. Hough, and John Ridg
1786.
way.
1787.—J. Black, J. Shreve,S. Hough, H. Ridgway, John Tonkin.
1788-91.—
J. Black, S. Hough, Caleb Newbold, John Tonkin, and Daniel
D. Smith.
1792.—J. Black, C. Newbold, TJ. Gauntt, John Ridgway, D. D. Smith.
1793—J. Black, C. Newbold, J. Ridgway, D. D. Smith, and Caleb Earl.
1794-95—John Black, Esq.,Caleb Newbold,Esq., Daniel D. Smith, Caleb
Earl, Henry Ridgway, Esq.
1796.—
J. Black, C. Newbold, H. Ridgway, D. D. Smith, Caleb Earl.
1797.—
J. Black, Samuel Hough, Stacy Biddle, Caleb Newbold, Caleb
Earl.
1798.—J. Black, C. Newbold, H. Ridgway, Caleb Earl, Henry Ridgway.
1799.—J. Black, C. Newbold, D. D. Smith, H. Ridgway, C. Earl. Daniel
Zelly, John Childs.
1800-3.—J. Black, C. Newbold, H. Ridgway, D. D. Smith, Daniel Zelly.
1804.—J. Black, C. Newbol'd,D. D. Smith, D. Zelly, William Gaskill.
1805.—J. Black, C. Newbold, D. D. Smith, D. Zelly, Thomas Earl, Jr.
1806-9.—J. Black, C. Newbold, D. D. Smith, D. Zelly, Caleb Shinn.
1810.—
J. Black, C. Newbold,D. Zelly, C. Shinn.
1811-12—J. Black, D. D. Smith, C. Shinn, C. Newbold, William Ridg
way.
1813.—
J. Black, D. D. Smith, C. Newbold, W. Ridgway, John Newbold.
1814-16—J. Black, John S. Smith, C. Newbold, William Ridgway, John
Newbold.
1817-19.—
Abraham Merritt, J. S. Smith, C. Newbold,W. Ridgway, John
Newbold.
1820-23.—
James Shreve, William Ridgway, C. Newbold, J. S. Smith, A.
Merritt.
1824.—Joseph Morgan, Abraham Merritt, J. Shreve, C. Newbold, W.
Ridgway.
1825.— J. Shreve,A. Merritt, 0. Newbold, J. Morgan, John Chambers.

1826-27.—
J. Morgan, C. Newbold, J. Shreve, Abraham Merritt, Nathan
iel Fenimore.
1828-29.—J. Shreve, C. Newbold, A. Merritt, J. M. Morgan, Thomas
Wright.
1830.—A. Merritt, James Shreve,Thomas Wright, J. M. Morgan, James
Newbold.
1831-32.—
J. Shreve, A. Merritt, Thomas Haines, John Atkinson, James
Newbold.
1833.—A. Merritt, J. Shreve, Thomas Wright, Clayton Githens, James
Newbold.
1834.—A. Merritt, J. Newbold, C. Githens, Thomas Wright, Clayton
Lamb.
1835-36.—
James Shreve, Clayton Githens, Abraham Merritt, George
Sykes, Thomas Wright.
1837-38.—
A. Merritt, J. Shreve, George Sykes, C. Githens, John At
kinson.
— William Black, C. Githens, John Atkinson, G. Sykes, J.
1839-41.
Shreve.
1842.—J. Shreve, C. Githens, J. Atkinson, G. Sykes, Charles Ridgway.
—J. Shreve, C. Githens, John Atkinson, G. Sykes, Thomas Wright.
1843.
— J. Shreve, C. Githens, Thomas Wright, Clayton Hancock, Arney
1844.
Lippincott.
1845.—George W. Atkinson, G. Sykes, C. Hancock, Thomas Wright,
James Shreve.
1846.— G.W.Atkinson, Clayton Hancock, James Logan, Joel Mount,
James Shreves.
1847.—
James Logan, Benjamin White, Joel Mount, C. Hancock, James
Shreve.
1848.—James Shreve, B. White, Benjamin C. Gibbs, Samuel I. Gauntt.
1849.—
J. Shreve, B. C. Gibbs, George W. Atkinson, Caleb Newbold,
Samuel I. Gauntt.
1850—Joseph Norcross, S.I. Gauntt, G.W.Atkinson, Francis B.Warner,
James Shreve.
1851.—J. Norcross, David S. Stockton, S. I. Gauntt, G. W. Atkinson, F.
B. Warner.
1852-53.—
David S. Stockton, G. W. Atkinson, F. B. Warner.
1854.—D. S. Stockton, G. W. Atkinson, Daniel Stewart.
1855-57.—
D. S. Stockton, Benjamin White, George W. Smith.
1858.—D. S. Stockton, B. White, Ivins Davis.
1859—D S. Stockton, Edward Wills, Charles E. Folwell.
1860-61.—
Ivins Davis, Samuel Parker, Jr , Edward Wills.
— Benjamin White, Samuel Parker, Jacob Merritt.
1862.
— Samuel Parker, Jr., J. Merritt, Benjamin Stokes.
1863.
1864.—
Benjamin R. Stokes, J. Merritt, Nathan Folwell.
1865-66.—
B. R. Stokes,Henry Gilbert, J. Merritt.
— Abraham Z. Stokes,Henry R. Gilbert, Benjamin B. Antrim.
1867.
1868.—B. B. Antrim, John B. Deacon, A. Z. Stokes.
1869.—
B. B. Antrim, J. B. Deacon, Joseph C. Dudley.
1870.—
J. C. Dudley. Alexander P. Wetherill, B. B. Antrim.
1871.—
A. P. Wetherill, J. C. Dudley, Samuel P. Parker.
1872.—A. P. Wetherill, S. P. Parker, A. Z. Stokes.
1873.—Henry Ellis, A. P. Wetherill, A. Z. Stokes.
1874.—
Henry Ellis, Samuel H. Chambers,A. Z. Stokes.
—John B. Deacon, S. H. Chambers,Nathaniel W. Fenimore.
1875.
1876.—
Samuel P. Parker, Edward Wills, N. W. Fenimore.
— Thomas J.Warren, Samuel P. Parker, N. W. Fenimore, George
1877.
W. Stockton, Joseph C. Dudley.
1878.—
G. W. Stockton, N. W. Fenimore, Joseph A. Hargrove, E. Wills,
S. P. Parker.
— No record.
1879.
18S0.—William E. Gaskill, A. Z. Stokes, G. W. Stockton.
1881.—
W. E. Gaskill, A. Z. Stokes,James D. Southwick.
1882.—
Elwood Hancock, GeorgeW, Lundy, David Stockton.

Villages and Hamlets.— Juliustown, situated
in the southeast part of the township, was settled by
John Renshaw, who in 1693 located two hundred and
forty-four acres of land ; he conveyed the
same, June
25, 1695, to John Ewan, who was by trade a weaver,
and settled upon this purchase on the 25th of June,
1731.
He conveyed the same to his son, Julius Ewan,
from whom Juliustown derives its name.
In due
time the plantations of Ewan and others became di
vided. Benjamin Stidfole, Caleb Wright, Caleb Earl,
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and others became the owners in and around what is
now the village of Juliustown.
Just who the pioneer merchant was is not an easy
matter to determine, therefore the reader must be
left to draw upon his or her imagination, as neither
history nor tradition gives us any light upon the sub
ject till near or quite the close of the last century.

However, as the light of the present century dawns
upon us, tradition with its dim vision comes to the
front and gives us a glimpse of the pioneer beginnings

of Juliustown

as seen from its stand-point.

At

the beginning of this century Caleb Wright, as
near as can be ascertained, was the then merchant of
what is now Juliustown. His store was the main part
of the one now owned and occupied by Samuel E.

Wright's successor at the old store was
Caleb Earl, who had a year or two previous opened
a small store in the kitchen part of the -house now
occupied by B. B. Antrim. The old kitchen or wing

Githens.

Earl was
was, however, removed by Jacob Lamb.
succeeded in 1830 by Richard Stockton, who re
mained several years. The successive merchants in
the old corner store have been as follows, and nearly
in the order named : John H. Smith, Sexton Warren,

Isaiah Woolston, Samuel Woolston, Emmor Wells,
Job Smith, and Samuel N. Haines. Isaac Jessups
and Samuel E. Githens, the present merchant, who
rented the store in 1862, and purchased it in 1867 of
Caleb Earl's e^xecutor.
The Antrim store was built by Benjamin Stidfole,
and in 1830 was occupied by Thomas Haines, who
was succeeded by Samuel N. Haines and Job Smith,
and this firm by Samuel Smith.

Among the succeed

ing merchants in this store we find Isaiah Woolston,
David Clark, Garret Polhemus, Joseph L. Lamb,
Scott & Crispin, Arney Lippincott, Lamb & South
B. B. Antrim purchased the store property in
wick.
1852 of Jacob C. Lamb ; rented it in 1864 to Scott &
Crispin, who sold their stock, when John Hagaman
kept it three years, when Mr. Antrim took the store,
and remains to the present time, twenty-five years.
The Hagaman store was built in 1865, and kept by
John Hagaman for a few years, when he was suc
ceeded by John Learning and Peter Mount. Haga
man finally returned to the mercantile business, where
he is at present engaged.
Among the other merchants that have been here
we find that John Hannis previous to 1834 kept a
store for four years where Joel Mount now lives.
Subsequent to Hannis keeping a store in the old
house, Caleb A. L. Shinn had a shoe-shop there for a
few years. The property was purchased in 1834 by
Joel Mount and converted into a dwelling, where he
has since resided.

Among the early if not the pioneer tavern-keepers
we find the name of William F. Chambers, who
kept the " Julytown tavern" in 1810. Mr. Chambers
died at this place.
cott went

In

1816

into the tavern

or 1817, Jacob Lippin
here, and re

business
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mained for several years. In those days Julytown
was a noted place for amusements and out-door sports
of all kinds, such as early settlers were accustomed to
indulge in. Horse-racing, fox-huuting, and sports of

Indians
that kind were the order in their season.
were then among the inhabitants, and heartily en
gaged in the sports, especially the hunting frolics,
the losing

party

always

paying

for

the suppers,

which were provided by the pioneer host from the
best the season afforded. Terrapin suppers were then
a more fashionable dish than now.

After Lippincott came Clayton Atkinson as land
" Julytown."
He was followed by Howell
Davis, who was succeeded by Clayton Ridgway, and
He was followed by
then Thomas Page in 1835.
lord at

Thomas Page, Jr., who kept the tavern for several
years. Among the other tavern-keepers were Abram
Ashton, John Phares, Israel Davis, Charles Brewer.
Brewer rebuilt the hotel, and was succeeded by Jo
seph Ayres. Then came James Richardson, William

Antrim, William Havens, and Samuel Havens,
present owner of the " Juliustown Hotel."
Another tavern was kept at Juliustown for a
years by John Scott, on tbe corner opposite
Githens store. This was in April, 1849.
He

the
few
the
was

succeeded by Thomas Page, Jr., for a short time,
when the tavern business on this corner was aban
doned. The property is now owned and occupied by

Elwood Potts as a residence.
The pioneer blacksmith at this place was John
His shop stood on the site now occupied
Fenimore.
by Joel Mount's cabinet-shop.
The blacksmith-shop of William N. Blair stood on
the corner of the Lewistown road and Main Street,
the site now occupied by the hay-scales.
Mr. Blair
was succeeded by his son, Norris Blair, who carried
on the business for several years. The little old house
on the opposite side of Main Street was the residence
of the elder Blair. The old house in 1815 stood where
Joel Mount's house now stands, and was occupied by
Miss or Mrs. Rachel Harvey, who kept an old-fash
" Cake and Beer" shop.
ioned
Clayton

Randall was the next blacksmith
His shop stood nearly opposite the
residence of Joel Mount. Mr. Randall was
engaged in the manufacture of carriages and
place.

at this
present
largely
general

blacksmithing business.
Clayton Githens was the principal wheelwright of
the town, and was also engaged in the butchering
business.
He was quite a business man, and made
himself generally useful in whatever went to make
His shop was the
up the enterprise of the town.
one now occupied by

William Lamb.
The pioneer cabinet-maker of Juliustown was John
Canew, or Kenow. His shop stood in 1809 on the
site now occupied by John Hagaman's residence. He
was succeeded in the cabinet business by William
Mount, who died in 1828, and was succeeded by his
son Joel Mount, in his present shop in 1834.
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The pioneer weavers were John Ewan, followed by
William Swem. He, Swem, lived out east of the
town, just in the edge of the forest, as it was then,
He was not only
out beyond the old school-house.
carpet- weaver, but was an expert in weaving wool
the
He was one of the
and linen goods for family use.
" Julitown" in
founders of the Methodist Church of
Thomas Haines was Billy Swem's successor in
1824.
the weaving business.
The pioneer physician

at this place was Dr. Samuel
His office was on the site now occupied by
Mount's house, and he boarded with Arny Fenimore.
He was followed by James Coleman, who came from
Coleman studied with the celebrated Dr.
Trenton.
He sub
Hughes, and was a successful practitioner.
in 1879
died
where
he
to
Trenton,
returned
sequently
Dr. Bean came next, remaining but a short
or 1880.

P. Reese.

time. Previous to 1800 there was an old tannery in
the rear of John Hagaman's residence, built and
operated by Richard Lawrence.
He was succeeded
by Samuel Ellis. The property was subsequently
purchased by Dr. Reese, and the tannery business
abandoned.

Among the pioneer school-teachers we find John
Williams, an Englishman. He was here during our
last little skirmish with the mother-country in 1812,
and was at times greatly annoyed by those who brought
the news of British defeats. One of the later teachers
was Rev. William Mann, a local preacher in the
Methodist Church, and said to be the most accom
plished teacher with which Juliustown was ever fav
ored. He was the father of Hon. William B. Mann,
ex-district attorney for Philadelphia. He was here
about 1860-62. He was also a teacher at Pemberton
for many years.
Juliustown in 1882. — There are at present three
stores — John Hagaman, B. B. Antrim, and Samuel E.
Githens, who is also postmaster ; two blacksmith-

shops, William A. Lamb and Joseph A. Lamb ; one
wheelwright, John Powell ; one cabinet-maker and
undertaker, Joel Mount, who was born June 26, 1809,
married Mary Allen in 1832, and lived in the same
house since 1834; one physician, Charles Moore;
school-house, built in 1824 by the Methodists, and oc
cupied as a church till 1869, when the present Meth
odist Episcopal Church was built. The railroad was

built through Juliustown in

1835, and soon abandoned,
idle for several years, and charter re
John
issued, equipped, and opened in June, 1871.
Hagaman is the present station agent. The popula

and remained

tion of Juliustown, according to the census of 1880,
was two hundred and ninety-five.
or Jobs Town, as it was often written
in the old township records, is near the centre of the
and
township, on the line of the old Monmouth

Jobstown,

Mount Holly turnpike, also on the line of the Kin
kora and Lisbon Branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad,
The place was
and six miles from the county-seat.
named after Job Lippincott, who was one of the early

settlers here, and kept the first tavern at this place.
His tract was on the east of the old tavern, east side
of the village. John Horner owned the land on the
south side of the Monmouth road.
The pioneer tavern was built by Job Lippincott,
and stood a few rods east of the present Lippincott
Just when it was built no one at present
tavern.
knows, but was built, however, before cut nails were
used. He also built the present Lippincott tavern,
and was succeeded at his death by Hugh Clough.
Thomas Scattergood also kept this tavern in 1810.

Nathan E. Lippincott, the present owner, commenced
the tavern business here in 1853, and kept it as such

till

1875.

The present tavern was originally a part of the store
property built by Benjamin Kemble, and subsequently
sold to Joseph R. Evans in 1873-74, who in 1881 re
Jobsmoved to Vincentown, and was succeeded in the

town hotel by his son, Elwood Evans, the present
proprietor.
The pioneer store at this place was kept by John
Horner, in the forks of the road, where Beale's store

now stands. Horner sold to Benjamin Kemble, who
kept the old store for several years, and was succeeded
by his son, Charles Kemble, who sold to Joseph
The store property then changed hands sev
Shreve.
eral times, and finally the business was abandoned at
this place for several years, when Alexander Weth
erill opened the old store, and in 1879 built the pres

ent brick store on the north side of the turnpike,
where he was succeeded by his son, S. R. Wetherill,
Mr. Wetherill was succeeded
the present merchant.
in the old store by Robert Beal, who is still engaged
in the mercantile business at this place.
The pioneer wheelwright at this place was Isaac
Evans.

His

shop was on the Monmouth road, east
He subsequently removed to the
The pro
road, west part of the village.

of Lippincott's.
Columbus

Nathan
perty is now owned by Joseph Burr Evans.
E. Lippincott worked at the wheelwright business
here from 1841 to 1853, when he went into the hotel.
The pioneer blacksmith was Adam Warren, who

was succeeded by his apprentice, Job Horner.
Aaron Pitman, the village shoemaker, came herein
1841, and William Curtis, the village tailor, in 1843.
The present school-house was built in 1881. The
Bridges,"
old one stood on a lot near " Two
and was
moved to Jobstown in 1865. The small frame church,
standing on the east side of the school-house, was built
in 1849 as a free church.
It is occupied occasionally
by the Baptists.

The pioneer postmaster was Benjamin Kemble, ap
pointed in 1841.
The mail was then brought once a
week from Pemberton by Thomas Bryant, who carried
the mail on foot.
by railroad.

It is

now received twice each day

The railroad running through this place was built
originally in 1835 as the Delaware and Atlantic Rail
road. The rails were of wood, with half-inch strap-
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iron spiked on top.

This was found to be useless for

a heavy locomotive, and steam-power was abandoned
and horse-power employed till 1850, when the whole
enterprise was abandoned, and in 1873 or 1874 the
road became the Kinkora and Lisbon Branch of the
Pennsylvania Railroad, and fully equipped for pas
sengers and heavy freight.
About the time of the
reopening of the railroad the millionaire tobacconist of
New York, Mr. P. Lorillard, purchased a large tract
of land immediately adjoining the village on the
north, where he has fitted up iu the most approved
manner the largest stock-farm in the State, where are
bred the best and fastest stock of horses in the world.
Since the advent of Mr. Lorillard's stock-farm the
village has grown to nearly double its former size,
owing to the large number of men employed on his
plantation.

The Roman Catholic Church at this place was built
1880, located on the north side of the turnpike,
adjoining the Lorillard property.
There are at present in the village two churches,
school-house, tavern, two stores, S. R. Wetherill and
Robert Beal ; two blacksmiths, John A. England and
Elwood Cox ; one wheelwright, Joseph Hensler ;
in

post-office,

John

Phares, postmaster.
is a small village of ninety-four
located in the western part of the town

Jacksonville

inhabitants,
ship, and four miles from the county-seat.
The pioneer settlers, owning the land in and around
Jacksonville, were Daniel S. Zelly (who owned most
of the land on the west side of the village), Solomon
Thomas, on the east, and Stacy Haines, father of
Elwood Haines, owned three hundred acres on the
northeast side of the town.
The Thomas property
is now owned by Nathan Lippincott.
The pioneer merchant at this place was Abel Gas
kill, who opened a store here in 1815, in the house
now owned by his son Thomas Gaskill. He subse
quently moved on to the Hancock farm, one and a
half miles east of Jacksonville.
Mr. Gaskill was
not only the pioneer merchant, but was the pioneer
weaver of this part of the township.
Samuel Fort was the next merchant at this place,
He succeeded Gaskill in
locating here about 1820.
his store, on the corner where the old tavern-house
now stands, where he remained one year, then moved
across the road, where his widow, Mrs. Nancy Fort,

Here he continued in business till about
Other parties, including Mrs. Fort, have kept
a store in operation in this building till the early
now lives.

1840.

Aaron Robbins, Frank Hancock,
spring of 1882.
Daniel Kimble, and Allen Hullings are among those
who have kept store here. Mr. Fort, the original

proprietor,, died April 19, 1866.
The pioneer tarvern at this place was built on the
present site of the Presbyterian Church, and kept by

Daniel Gaskill, and subsequently sold to Nathan
wheelwrightBowne, who removed it and built a
shop, and finally converted into a tenant-house.
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Daniel Gaskill was also the first postmaster at Jack
sonville.
The office was subsequently placed in
Fort's store, where it remained for twenty-four years,
when Watson W. Fenton, the present postmaster,
was appointed, and the office removed to his store.
The next tavern-keeper was Thomas Egley, on the
southeast corner of the streets. There was a small
house standing there, and he built the additions,
He was
making the hotel its present dimensions.
succeeded in the tavern business by his daughter
Betsey and his grandson George Alfred Egley. The
subsequent landlords have been
Pool, Benjamin
Haines,
Clevenger, Joel Lippincott, F. Gaskill,
David Gordon, and Ellis B. Gilbert, who kept till
the spring of 1881, when the hotel business at Jack
sonville was abondoned.
The pioneer blacksmith of Jacksonville was Thomas
His
Tooley, who was succeeded by Thomas Phares.
shop stood on the site now occupied by the residence
of Miss Meribah Swem, near the large buttonwoodtree.

The first wheelwright at this place was Miles
King, father of the venerable Charles King. The
shop stood in what is now the garden of Mrs. Annie
Atkinson and Elizabeth King. The King shop stood
for many years.
There was prior to 1800 an old tannery on the
Thomas property, which went to decay many years
ago.

The pioneer shoemaker was Charles Schuyler,
whose shop stood opposite the present residence of
John Gaskill, owner of a portion of the old Wright
property.
William Sutphin and Daniel Gaskill were
also among the early shoemakers of Jacksonville.
of this village are
Among the oldest inhabitants
Hannah Haines, aged ninety-one ; Charles King,
eighty-two ; Elizabeth King, eighty ; Nancy Fort,
seventy-eight; and Meribah Swem, seventy-five.
There is at present in the village an old Methodist
Church, which has been unused for the last two or
three years, and is fast going to decay ; a Presbyte
rian Church, occupied occasionally ; store and postoffice, by W. W. Fenton ; wheelwright-shop, by J. S.
Boulton ; two blacksmith-shops, John Read and Abel

Gaskill.

Schools. —The earliest record we can find relating
to schools in Springfield township is the following
from Hon. Barclay White's "Notes on Springfield

Township"

:

" On the 30th day of July, 1743, Jonathan Hough,
son of Daniel Hough, leased for a term of fifty years
to Caleb Shreve, John West, Michael Atkinson, Jo
seph Lamb, Julius Ewan, Jacob Shinn, Abraham
Merritt, James Langstaff, Yeoman and Benjamin
Carter, and Isaac Cowgill, planters, one acre of land
for the use of a school-house near the improvements
of Nathan Wilson, at the crossing of the great road
leading from Bridgetown to the now dwelling-house
of the said Jonathan Hough with the road that leads
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West's gate to Hanover road, they paying
therefor a yearly rent of one penny, if demanded ; this
Mount."
acre lay at the northeast end of Caleb Shreve's
This school-house was built of logs.
from

John

For the early history of other districts we have no
" Report of
data, and can only give extracts from the
1880."
State Board of Education for
Scott District, No. 37.— Total amount received
for school purposes, $307.84 ; value of school property,
$700 ; total number of children in district, 77 ; total
46; average attendance, 20;
school, 9; one female teacher employed at
$30 per month.
Willow Grove District, No. 38.— Total cash re

scholars
months'

registered,

ceived for school purposes, $400; value of school prop
erty, $200 ; total children in district, 63 ; total regis
tered, 55 ; average attendance, 21 ; months taught, 11 ;
one female teacher employed at $32.72 per month.
Old Springfield District, No. 39. — Total cash
for school purposes, $500 ; school-room rented ; total
scholars in district, 64 ; total registered, 61 ; average
attendance, 31 ; months taught, 11 ; one female teacher
employed at $35 per month.

Mount District, No.

40. — Total

cash received

for school purposes, $300; value of school property,
$800 ; total number of children in district, 85 ; total
registered, 66 ; average attendance, 32 ; months
taught, 10.5 ; one male teacher employed at $33.33
per month.

Juliustown District,

No.

41. — Total cash

for

school purposes, $310.81 ; value of school property,
$1200 ; total scholars in district, 139 ; total registered,
113; average attendance, 56 ; months taught, 10 ; one
For
male teacher employed at $55.78 per month.

"
school-house see history of Juliustown."
Jobstown District, No. 42. — Total cash for school
purposes, $449.92 ; value of school property, $500. We
think this must be an error in the printed report, as

this vicinity.

The old church edifice, windowless
and doorless, stands like an old man, weak and worn,
One by one
tottering upon the verge of eternity.
old edifice
the
the old veterans have departed, until
is left alone, and occupied only by the bats and moles
who find in its loneliness a congenial dwelling-place.

Jacksonville Presbyterian

Church.— This is of

more recent date than the Methodist Church, and
quite a respectable appearpresents comparatively
•
yet
it is no doubt fast following in the footsteps
once,

of its companion, just gone before. Who the origin
ators of this church were, echo only answers, Who ?
The meeting-house is occupied semi-occasionally, the
pulpit being supplied by some philanthropic young
man from Princeton, or some dyspeptic old gentle
man from the city, who desires the exhilarating in
fluence of the free and fresh country air upon his

weakened lungs.
When the church was formed or the meeting-house
built is a matter of uncertainty by nearly or quite all
the dwellers in Jacksonville.

"Copenny"

Friends' Meeting. —The Friends'
"Copenny"
is nearly half a mile
at
east of Jacksonville, beautifully situated in the grove
upon the right. bank of the sparkling little brook me
This is one of the
andering down through the dell.
of the latter century.
landmarks
ancient historic
Built of stone in 1775, it has stood through four
bloody wars in which the United States have been
engaged, and yet sullenly bids defiance to the ruth
less tooth of time.
During the Revolutionary war

meeting-house

the Copenny meeting-house was used upon one or
two occasions as a hospital, and tradition, with its
silver tongue, says that two or three severe skirmishes
between the Yankees and British took place near
here, while the troops were passing to and from Phil
adelphia.
Near by the meeting-house is the little old school-

this school-house is now being built (in 1880), and the
Juliustown school-house is the old Methodist Episco
pal Church, much smaller than the new Jobstown

house which tradition says has been the companion
of the meeting-house for the last century, and the
general appearance of the two would naturally prove

Total children in district, 110; total
registered, 93 ; average attendance, 59 ; months taught
by male teacher, 10.

the assertion.

school-house.

Springfield District, No. 43. — Total cash re
ceived for school purposes, $300. School-room rented.
Total number of children in district, 64; total regis
tered, 44; average attendance, 18; months taught,
10 ; one male teacher employed at $31.30 per month.

Churches. — There are in this township several
places set apart for the purpose of religious worship,
as follows :
Methodist Episcopal Church, Jacksonville.—
When or by whom a society was organized at this
hamlet we are unable to state, neither could we ascer
tain the name of the pioneer preacher or class-leader.
However, a meeting-house was built at this place
several years ago, and for some time was the religious
home for many of the old veteran cross-bearers in

Juliustown Methodist Episcopal Church.— But
little can be learned of the Methodist Church in this
place beyond what is herewith given as found in the
old records, now in possession of the younger official
board. The pioneer Methodists of Juliustown having
gone to tlieir rest without leaving proper records of
the church's doings, we can only give the organization
in 1824 and the present condition of the society.
" Whereas a number of
persons, members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in Juliustown, in the
town of Springfield,
having no place of worship
wherein to assemble for that purpose except a private
dwelling, did call a meeting of ttie members of said
papers among
church and agree to issue subscription
the several persons in Juliustown
and churches
friendly to the cause of religion.
These subscription
papers were issued on the 24th of March, 1824."

,,
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At a meeting of the members of said church (of
which there is no date) it appears that they agreed to
give public notice of their intention to become a body
politic.
This notice having been put up ten days, ac
cording to law, the members of said church did meet
on the 28th of April, 1824, and regularly elected

Jacob Egbert, Daniel Ireland, William Swem, Ben
jamin Stidfole, Clayton Githens, William Keeler, and
Joseph J. Sleeper.
May 5, 1824, the above-named persons, elected for
trustees, met and were sworn to the faithful perform
ance of the duty of their office, as may be seen by
the following minutes, taken at that meeting :
" Be it remembered,that on the 5th day of
May, 1824,personally
cameand appeared beforeme, the subscriber,one of the justices of the
peacein and for the county or Burlington, James Egbert, Daniel Ireland,
William Swem,Benjamin Stidfole, Clayton Githens,and William Keeler,
Jr., and were severally sworn and affirmedto support the Constitution of
the United Statesof America, the oath of allegiance prescribedby law,
and the oath for the faithful performanceof their officeof trusteesof
the Methodist Episcopal Church in the village of Juliustown.
"Taken beforeme the 5th day of May, 1824.
"J.J. Sleeper, Justice."

The trustees then proceeded to business, and elected
Daniel Ireland, president ; J. J. Sleeper, secretary ;
and William Swem, treasurer.
William Swem, Benjamin Stidfole, and Clayton
Githens

were appointed

a committee

to purchase a

lot and to erect a meeting-house on it.
Nov. 29, 1824, the committee met with the mem
bers, and reported the church built, but was not

ready to report particulars.
At this meeting a resolution was adopted to hold
the sessions of the Sunday-school in the church.
At a subsequent meeting the committee reported
the cost of lot thirty-three dollars, and that the meet

ing-house had cost four hundred and five dollars and
ninety cents.
The lot purchased by the committee is the one
upon which the village
school-house stands, and
known as District No. 41, and the school-house is
the original Methodist Episcopal Church of Julius
town.

At

a subsequent

meeting, held Feb. 1, 1830, the

following trustees were duly elected : Clayton Gith
William Swem, treasurer; Benjamin
ens, president;
Stidfole, secretary ; Jonathan R. Oliver, Revel Bunn.
The present neat and commodious church edifice,
located near the centre of the town, was built in
1869.
The present preacher in charge is Rev. Joseph
Wiley; local preacher, Rev. S. H. Wiley; trustees,
S. H. Wiley, John H. Powell, Joseph A. Norcross,
Samuel Hartman, William S. Gratz, J. H. Hoffman.
Present membership, seventy-four ; value of church
property, four thousand dollars.
connected with this society
The Sunday-school
was organized in 1824, and is at present under the
superintendence

of W. S. Gratz, with a membership
of seventy pupils, and an average attendance of forty-

five.
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Friends'

Meeting. — Arney's Mount Meet
On the 3d day of 8th month, 1743, sundry
Friends belonging to the upper part of Mount Holly
Meeting, made application in writing to Burlington
Monthly Meeting for liberty to hold a meeting for
worship on the first day of each week, during the

ing.—"

winter season, at a school-house standing near Caleb
Shreve's Mount, which the meeting took under con
sideration, and at the next meeting did consent that
they hold a meeting according to their request, com

month." The
mencing from the beginning of 10th
meeting continued to be repeatedly attended, and in
1776 a Preparative Meeting was established.
At this
time it numbered in members, adults, 53 ; minors, 51 ;
'
total, 104.
This meeting-house was constructed of logs. Eph
raim Tomlinson, in his journal, says, "On the 20th
was at the marriage of my
day of 6th mo., 1771,
son-in-law, John Gardiner, at the log meeting-house,
Julytown."
hard by
2d mo. 13, 1775, Jonathan Hough, J., conveyed

I

to "Daniel D. Smith, Samuel Shinn, Samuel Allison,
John Comfort, Peter Ellis, Edward Black, and John

Hilliard, the survivor or survivors of them, in trust,
one acre, two rods, and twenty-five perches of land, to
and for the purpose of building a meeting-house
thereon, for the people called Quakers, and for a
place to bury their dead."
During 1776 a stone
meeting-house was erected thereon.
2d mo. 17, 1800, the wooden portion of this build
ing was mostly consumed by fire. It occurred in the
daytime, and when there was much snow on the
ground.
The lower floor was saved from burning by
throwing snow upon it.

In 1809, during the night following the funeral of
Mary Hough, wife of Jonathan Hough, the building
was again burned.
This time the walls alone were
unconsumed, and remained of sufficient strength to
support the present structure, whicii was soon erected.
This meeting is now known as the Mount Arney
Meeting, from the fact of the mount being owned by
Arney Lippincott, subsequent to its being owned by
"
Shreve, hence the name Arney's Mount." Meetings
are held here regularly on the first and fifth days.

Old Springfield Meeting,

east part

located in the north
of the township, in the Newbold neighbor

hood, was set up probably as early as 1723 or 1725,
where meetings have been held quite regularly since
that time.

BIOGRAPHICAL

SKETCHES.

JOHN BLACK.
The progenitor of th e branch of the family here, Wil
liam Black, a native of Burlington, Yorkshire, England,
"Martha,"
came to America in the ship
and settled in
Burlington County, N. J. His descendant, John Black,
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was born Feb. 17, 1752, was a general of militia, and
owned a large tract of land in the township of Spring
His children were Thomas, Mary, John, and
field.
is'
the subject of this sketch,
Caleb, of whom John

Christian religion, and observed it unostentatiously
yet firmly throughout his life. He was tenacious of his
opinions, clear-headed in conducting whatever busi
ness engaged his attention, judicious and vigilant, and

and was born on the homestead in Springfield, Dec.
He spent his minority on the farm and in
18, 1788.
obtaining a practical education, and so competent

a man of sterling characteristics.
He died after a
short illness, June 24, 1875.
His wife, whom he mar
ried Dec. 21, 1816, was Sarah, a daughter of Daniel
Newbold, of Newbold (now Biddle's) Island, in the
Daniel Newbold afterwards owned and
Delaware.
Farm,"
near Mount
resided upon the "Wigwam
Holly, and was a representative citizen of the county.

for a livelihood, but chose farming, which he made
He had a practical
his main business through life.
knowledge of agricultural
chemistry, and the appli

Mrs. Black was well educated, a good conversation
alist, and a woman of high moral and Christian ex
cellence. She was born Feb. 23, 1789, and died June
Their children are John Black, Jr., a gradu
1, 1869.
ate of Princeton College, was a farmer for many years
Farm,"
and died in 1880, leaving
on the "Wigwam
children, — Daniel Newbold, died in infancy ; Emily
Newbold, resides with her brother Alfred ; Edgar
Newbold, a graduate of Princeton, read law, and was
admitted to the bar, but subsequently engaged in
" Hog Island," on the
agriculture, and resides at
Delaware, where he is one of the largest and most
successful farmers in Pennsylvania ; Charles New-

was he that at the age of twenty-one he was employed
He was a
to survey an important public road.
good mathematician, and, although unexcelled in the
knowledge of surveying, he never depended upon it

cation of both mineral and vegetable manures to dif
ferent kinds of soil. The subject of under-draining
lands for the better production of grain or grass early
engaged his attention.
He put in one of the first under-drains in the State of New Jersey, and afterwards
by the same method drained large tracts of land with
pursuits
great success.
Outside of his agricultural
he was largely interested in banking, insurance, and
the public weal.
In 1815, the year after the founding of the Farmers'
Bank of New Jersey, at Mount Holly, Mr. Black was
chosen its president, and filled that office efficiently
and satisfactorily for a period of nearly sixty con
secutive years. During the trying times of 1837 his
executive ability was found equal to the task, and by
his personal effort he carried the bank safely through.

The Mount Holly Fire Insurance Company was in
corporated in 1831, with Mr. Black as its president,
and the day of his death found him still a trusted
officer, having served during the forty-four years of its
When the subject of railroads was first
existence.
agitated he saw their importance to commercial in
favored their construction and backed them
with his capital.
He was one of the projectors and
largest stockholders of the Delaware and Atlantic

bold, was graduated at Princeton, read law with Chan
cellor Green, in Trenton, and George Wood, of New
York, and was admitted to practice at the latter place
in 1847, and has practiced his profession there since
1849; and Alfred Lawrence Black, also a Princeton
graduate, resides on the old homestead, is a large
farmer, and one of the directors of the Farmers'

Bank at Mount Holly. This homestead was settled
in 1685, and -came into possession of the family in
1698, one hundred

THOMAS

terests,

Railroad Company and its presiding officer, and a
large stockholder in the New Jersey Railroad and
Transportation Company, and an original subscriber
to its stock, and always an active promoter of every
enterprise tending to benefit mankind and lessen
manual labor.

Mr. Black took a deep interest in local and State
legislation, and he was influential in the support of
measures and drafting resolutions at a meeting of the
citizens of the county held at the court-house in 1832
for the purpose of expressing their sentiments respect
ing the ordinances of South Carolina and the procla
mation of the President, at which it was resolved to
support the President in every constitutional measure
necessary for the execution of the laws and for the
suppression of nullification, secession, and disunion,
and maintaining
the integrity of the Union. His
patriotism was strong and his influence felt by his
fellow-citizens in support of the Union cause during
the late civil war.

He

was a devout believer

in the

and eighty-four

years ago (1882).

BLACK.

Thomas Black, son of John Black, was born on the
homestead of his ancestors in Springfield township,
Aug. 5, 1784.
His youth was spent on the farm and
at school.
When twenty-five years of age he settled
upon the farm now owned and occupied by Charles
N. Black, and erected the present residence. He mar
ried, Dec. 29, 1814, Mary G., daughter of Thomas
Wood, of Chesterfield township, who bore him eight
children,— John W.,
who with his brother Thomas
Hill,"
resides at " Indian
and own a property to which

their

father, removed, and
erected the present resi
dence in 1840; Edward and William (twins), the
former residing at Viucentown, Burlington Co., and
the latter in California; Thomas; Anna Matilda,

wife of Charles Nickle, resides at Bordentown, N. J. ;
Elias L., deceased ; Mary G., deceased, was the wife
of Charles Wills, of Mount Holly, N. J. ; and Read
ing W., who died in Texas.
Mr. Black died March 1, 1864, in the eightieth year
of his age. His active years were devoted to agri
cultural pursuits, in which he was recognized as one
of the leading and controlling men of his day.
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WASHINGTON
Throughout his long life he exerted a wide influ
ence as a most successful and progressive farmer, and
enjoyed the confidence and respect of a wide circle
of acquaintances and friends.

He was in politics formerly a Whig, but upon the
birth of the Republican party became one of its
ardent supporters, though he never sought political
favor.
Mrs. Black died in the fall of 1878. The an
cestral history of the Black family will be found in
connection with the sketch of John Black.
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to Batsto.
The
boundary of Washington
others, beginning "at the forks of the Washington
road, in the eastern part of the township, running in
a northwesterly course to Atsion, Shamong township ;
southern

another

road beginning
due west to Batsto.

at the same point running

But little or no farming is carried on in this town
ship, most of its inhabitants being of a seafaring
class. Charcoal-burning is carried on to some extent
in the northern part of the township.
Ship-building
is also one of their more important

industries ; many
are yearly constructed
at Green Bank, a small hamlet located on the south
western border of the township.

schooners and smaller vessels

CHAPTER XLI.
WASHINGTON

TOWNSHIP.'

Descriptive. — The township of Washington is lo
cated on the southwestern border of the county adja
cent to the Atlantic County line. In dimensions it is
fourteen miles in length by six miles in breadth.
It
is bounded on the north by Shamong township, on
the south by Mullica River, on the east by Randolph
township, on the west by the Atsion River, which
separates it from Atlantic County. In 1840 the popu
lation was one thousand six hundred and thirty (in
cluding Randolph township, which has since been
organized), and in 1880 it was only nine hundred.
Washington is especially prodigal in the abundance
of her mineral products.
Rich mines of iron ore
abound in the northern part of the township.
The
extensive works of the Batsto Iron Company, which
were located at the hamlet of Batsto Furnace, for the
purpose of working the products of the mines, gave
when in operation employment to many laborers in
their various departments.
These furnaces used
mostly what is known as box iron ore, a sort of de
posit made by the iron springs, and is of excellent
quality.

Natural Features. — The surface of Washington
township is undulating, with a few hills in the north
The soil is sandy and gravelly except in
ern part.
A
the southern part, where are alluvial deposits.
large portion of the township is sterile and barren,
and covered with a dense growth of scrub-oak and
pine.
The township is abundantly watered. The
Atsion or Mullica River flows along its western
The Springer's Creek, which rises in
boundary line.
Shamong township, with its tributaries flows in a

southerly course through the township and empties
Mill Creek
into the Atsion River at Crowleytown.
waters the southern part of the township, and flows
in a westerly course, and empties into the Mullica

River at Green Bank.
The principal roads running through the township
are the stage-road leading from Tuckerton to Lower
thence
the
along
Bank (Randolph township),
1 Many of the facts related here are from Leah Blackman's " History
Harbor" and vicinity.
of Little Egg

Early Settlement. — As to the time when the town
began to be inhabited by the
ship of Washington
and
who
the
first
families were that removed
whites,
within its borders, no accurate account can be given.
It is extremely improbable that there were any civil
ized men here one hundred and fifty years ago, though
this fact cannot be stated with positive certainty.
Some few families
1770, among

came into

the township

about

which were the Sooys, Johnsons,

Coxs,
Reeds, perhaps also the Taylors, Evans, and
Robins, though the presence of the latter families
at this early date is involved in some uncertainty.
It is thought that as late as 1790 there were not
and

more than twenty families in the township.
The
task which these few families had in perfecting a
settlement was not an inviting one, although the road
to future prosperity lay before them. When far be
yond civilization in the dense forest, they would
mount some lofty tree, and from its topmost branches
make a general survey, with a view of selecting their
future and earthly homes, which they selected on the
bank of Atsion River, which flows along the western
Here they were isolated
boundary of the township.
from civilization.

Marked trees were the only means
by which they could find their way out of the forest
or back to their cabin homes. A year passed by ; a
small clearing in the forest was made, and the virgin
soil produced a crop, and in a year or two more the
clearing was enlarged, a rude barn was constructed of
hewn logs, the old cabin was improved, and the air of
prosperity seemed to manifest itself on all sides. In
a few years these steady old pioneers had large farms
cleared, which yielded them ample rewards for the
hardships and privation that they had to undergo in
clearing themselves up a home.
Such were the humble beginnings
settlers of Washington township.

of the pioneer

The Sooy Family. —Among

the early settlers of
was Yose Sooy, a German, who settled
on the east bank of Atsion River and cleared up a
farm.
Yose (Joseph) Sooy had three sons, — Nich
olas, Joseph, and Luke.
Nicholas, son of Yose
Washington

Sooy, married Sarah Sears and lived near his father.
His family consisted of eleven children, as follows :
Nicholas, Jr., Noah, William, Archelaus, Paul Sears,
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Josephus, Elizabeth, Hannah, Sarah, Jemima, and
»
Parnell.
Nicholas Sooy, Jr., married Esther Weeks. Their
children were Samuel, William, Ephraim, Josephus,
Nicholas, Elizabeth, Mary, Sarah, Sophia, and Esther.
Noah Sooy, Sr., married Sarah Weeks.
William Sooy, Sr., married Rebecca Weeks.
Archelaus Sooy, Sr., married Bethiah Cranmer.
Paul Sears Sooy, Sr., married Elizabeth Caviler.

The posterity of James Penn, Sr.,.is quite numer
ous, most of which have moved to the Western States.

Civil Organization.— This

township was set off
and Little Egg Harbor
in 1802. Its original limits have been changed or
curtailed to a considerable extent, and over one-half
its territory has been taken away. In 1852 a part of
from Evesham, Northampton,

stead.

Shamong township was taken from the northwest
part. Bass River took another portion on the east
in 1864. Woodland, on the northeast, in 1866, and in
1870 Randolph was set off, which, took nearly half of

Their
Elizabeth Sooy married Arthur Thompson.
offspring were Sooy, William, John, Alexander, Ar
thur, Hannah, Sarah, and Elizabeth.

the remainder.
The following civil list of the town
ship from its organization, 1802, to 1882 is as com
plete as could be made from the mutilated records :

Josephus

Sooy married and lived on the old home

Hannah Sooy married a man by the name of Pettit.
Sarah Sooy married James Bodine.
Jemima Sooy married Alexander Thompson. Their
children were Mary, Sarah, Nicholas, Elizabeth, Han
Margaret, Anna, Amelia, and others whose

nah,

names could not be ascertained.
Parnell Sooy married Samuel Bodine.
Joseph, son of Yose Sooy, was the father of Phoebe
Sooy, who was the mother of Capt. Ebenezer Sooy,
of Bass River. Ebenezer Sooy married Catharine,
daughter of Samuel Loveland (2d). Their children, —
Benjamin, Reuben, Josiah, Cowperthwaite, Ebenezer,
Samuel, Daniel, Phoebe, Ann Eliza, and Jemima.
Benjamin
of
Sooy married Margaret Haunsley,
New York.
Josiah Sooy married Catharine Johnson, of Long

Island.
Cowperthwaite Sooy married Sarah Robins.
Ebenezer Sooy married Eliza Henderson.
Daniel Sooy married Esther Mathis.

Phoebe Sooy married Maja B. Mathis.
Ann Eliza Sooy married Richard Bogan.

Jemima Sooy married Josiah Johnson.
that William Penn,
the founder of Philadelphia, had an adopted son, and
from him descended the Penns of Cumberland, Bur

The Penn Family. — It is said

lington, and Ocean Counties.
James Penn, Sr.-, emigrated

from Cumberland
to Washington township, Burlington
Co., N. J. He settled on the West Plains, where he
lived until about the year 1814, when he died, aged
eighty-eight years. Children, — William, James, Joel,
County,

N.

J.,

Jonathan, Stacy, John, Elizabeth, Rhoda, Hannah.
William, son of James Penn, Sr., married Sarah
Jenkins, and had children, — Jesse, Zephaniah, James,
William, Susan, and Lucy Ann.
Rhoda, daughter of James Penn, Sr., married
Zachariah Jenkins.
Elizabeth, daughter of James Penn, Sr., married
Lewis Russell, and among their children were James,
Ridgway, Champion, and Samuel.
Jesse Penn married Rebecca, daughter of Jacob
Headley.
Zephaniah Penn married Hope, daughter of Jacob
Headley.

Civil List.
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
William Salter, 1803-4.
Jesse Evans, 1803-5.
Thomas Taylor, 1805.
John Servies,1806-10.
Joseph Walker, 1806,1808-9.
Jonathan Johnson, 1810,1815.
Edward McBride, 1811.
Jesse Richards, 1811-14,1820-24,
1826-45.
Joseph Doran, 1812-18.
Nicholas Sooy,1815,1829-30.
Richard Campion, 1816-17,181928.
Samuel B. French, 1832-43.
TOWNSHIP
MosesRobins, 1803-5.
William Weatherby, 1806.
Joseph Evans, 1807,1810.
John Richards, 1808,1812-15.
Jesse Richards, 1809,1811, 184041.
Charles Cline, 1816-18.
M.Powell, 1818-20.
John C. Briggs, 1821.
David Beamer,1822-26.
/
Josiah Hall, 1828-36.
William H. Sooy,1837,1839,1844.

Bodine Coffin, 1844-48.
Thomas H. Richards, 1848-53.
N. S. Thompson, 1850-52.
Joseph Sooy, 1854-55.
William Sooy, 1856,1875.
Christopher E-tlow, 1857-58.
M. W. Sooy,1859-60,1865.
Samuel Crowley, Jr., 1861-64,1871,
1873-74.
Edward B. Johnson, 1872,1875-77,
1881-82.
Watson Cale, 1877-80.
Isaac H. Brown, 1878.

CLERKS.
Samuel P. Richards, 1838.
Joseph C. Parsons, 1842-4.1,
1845.
Richard B. Naylor, 1846-49.
Nathaniel Moore, 1850-52.
John Little, 1853-55.
William Woolston, 1856-58.
Edmund S. Sooy, 1859.
John A. Johnston, 1860.
Theodore Woodland, 1861-66.
Frank P. Cale, 1867-74.
William Sooy,1875-82.

ASSESSORS.
William Salter, 1803-4.
Augustus S. Johnson, 1850.
Lewis Wilson, 1805.
John Hall, 1861-52.
Thomas Taylor, 1806,1809, 1811- Timothy Henderson, 1853-55,1864
13.
-70.
John Lane, 1807-8,1810.
Christopher Estlow, 1856.
James Maxwell, 1814,1836,1839.
William Sooy, 1857-58.
Noah Sooy,1815.
Peter Lane, 1859.
Jesse Evans, 1816-23,1826, 1828, Joseph Wilson, 1860-63.
1840.
StephenD. Johnson, 1871-74.
Joseph Townsend, 1826-57,1830.
Charles Brown, 1875.
Joseph B. Brick, 1829-35.
Caleb Ford, 1877.
John Foreman, 1838.
Augustus E. Raster, 1878-82.
William H. Sooy,1841-49,1876.
COLLECTORS.
Jonathan Johnson, 1803,1804.
John Cramer, 1805.
Ephraim Cline, 1806.
Andrew Bush, 1807-11.
Nicholas W. Sooy, 1812-31,1854.
William H. Sooy,1832.
Samuel B. French, 1833,1834.
Hugh Johnson, 1835.
Daniel W. Corning, 1836-39,1840.

Jonathan Cramer, 1841,1842.
Joseph Sooy,1843,1844.
Samuel Crawley, Jr., 1845.
Asa Cramer, 1846-63,1855.
Isaac H. Brown, 1856-69.
Watson Cale,1857-68.
Augustus E. Raster, 1873-76.
Edward B. Johnson, 1877-82..

WASHINGTON
CONSTABLES.
Josiah Hall, 1828.
John Cramer, 1803-6.
Job Weeks, 1829,1831,1832.
Arthur Tomson, 1805.
Henry Brown, 1833.
Nicholas Sooy, Jr., 1807-9,1811.
Lauson White, 1833,1834.
Isaiah Johnson, 1810.
Joseph Allen, Sr., 1835,1836,1841
William Emley, 1811.
Reuben Evans, 1812.
-43.
Samuel Weeks, 1837-39.
Thomas Taylor, 1812.
Asa Cramer, 1844,1845.
Richard Sooy,1813.
Nathaniel Shinn, 1845,1846.
David Caviler, 1813.
Joseph Allen, 1846-48.
Noah Sooy, 1814.
Josiah Wells, 1847-50.
Alexander Peacock, 1814.
Daniel P. Cramer, 1815,1816.
Lorenzo D. Caviler, 1851,1852.
Daniel Snider, 1851,1862.
Jacob T. Lewallen, 1815.
Nathaniel D. Vansant, 1853.
John Johnson, 1817,1820.
Jonathan Cramer, 1854-58,1860.
John Gale, 1818,1819.
William F. Cramer, 1861-68.
William Sooy,1821.
William M. Ford, 1869-81.
Jesse Bodine, 1822-24.
Jonathan Cramer, 1825,1826,1828. Samuel Brown, 1882.
|
JUDGES OF ELECTION.
Joseph Walker, 1803-7.
William H. Sooy, 1839-41,1849,
1850.
William Walker, 1808.
Bodin Coffin, 1843.
Jonathan Johnson, 1809.
Jesse Richards, 1810, 1811,1821, John Hall, 1844.
Jonathan Cramer, 1845-47,1851,
1831.
Joseph Doran ,1812.
1852,1857,1858.
Jesse Evans, 1813-15,1817, 1830 Augustus S. Johnson, 1848,1854,
1835,1836,1842.
1855,1859,1861-63.
Joseph Mcllvain, 1852.
Samuel Taggers, 1816,1817.
Richard Campion,1818-20,1828.
Nicholas W. Sooy, 1856.
Hugh Johnson, 1822,1829,1833, J. E. Brown, 1860.
1834.
Towns Sooy,1870-74.
Benjamin Cramer, 1875.
John Caviler, 1822-26.
Samuel Harris, 1832.
James E. Allen, 1876,1878,1879,
Josiah Hall, 1837,1838.
1881.
Peter J. Woolston,1877,1880,1882.
TOWNSHIP COMlMITTEE.
Jesse Evans, 1803-7, 1809, 1810, John L. Lloyd, 1833,1835,1836.
Isaac H. Thorne, 1833,1835,1836.
1812-14,1817-30,1837-47.
Augustus Johnson, 1833, 1834,
John Bodine, 1S03,1804,1807.
Joseph Walker, 1803-7.
1836.
Jonathan Johnson, 1803,1804,
1808, Isaiah Hall, 1837-39.
Thomas H. Richards, 1838,1839,
1809.
Thomas Richards, 1803,1804.
1841-43,1846-53.
William H. McC'arty,1840.
Moses Robins, 1805.
Nicholas Sooy,1805,1808,1810-14, William Woolston, 1841,1853,1855
-58.
1820,1822.
Ephraim Cline, 1805,1826-28,1833, Bodin Coffin, 1842,1844-47.
Samuel Weeks, 1844.
1838.
Edward McBride, 1806,1807,1810- Charles Brown, 1845.
James L. Allen, 1846.
12.
Benjamin White, 1806.
Nicholas S. Thompson, 1847-50.
William B. French, 1848-50.
Pater Caviler, 1806,1808.
Nathaniel Moon, 1849-50.
William Weatherby, 1806.
Thomas Taylor, 1807-13,1816-20. William H. Keeler, 1851,1852.
James Richards, 1808, 1812-14, William H. Richards, 1851,1852.
1817-20,1823-25,1830-33,1835- William Sooy,1853-55.
Christopher Estlow, 1854, 1855,
¦ 39,1842-50.
1858.
John Evans, 1809.
Samuel Crowley, Jr., 1854,1856Jacob Branhart, 1810.
Joseph Doran, 1811, 1814, 1817,
1818.
John Cramer, 1813.
Charles Cline, 1815. .
Jonathan Johnson, 1815.
Andrew Brush, 1815.
John Richards, 1815,1816.
John Caviler, 1816-22,1826-31.
Hugh Johnson, 1820,1821,1830.
Archill Belts, 1821.
William H. Sooy, 1822,1830,1831,
1840-42,1851-53,1856.
Richard Champion, 1822-28.
Samuel McFields, 1824,1825.
Samuel B. French, 1806-9, 1832,
1835-43.
29

60.
Joseph Mcllvain, 1856,1857.
Samuel T. Brown, 1868.
Isaac H. Brow, 1859-66,1876.
Nathaniel D. Vansant, 1860-65.
N. W. Sooy, 1861-63.
R.L. Ruraford, 1861-67.
William Maxwell, 1861-64.
Samuel Taylor, 1878-74.
Isaac H. Boggs, 1868-75.
Watson Cale, 1875,1876.
J. H. Cramer, 1877.
H. Birdsall, 1877-82.
Edward Vansant, 1878-82.
Isaac I. Brown, 1879.
Charles G. Nicholas, 1880-82.
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Schools. — Washington township, in point of edu
cational facilities, is somewhat limited, having but
two school districts within its present boundaries,

of Crowleytown District, No. 98, and Green
Bank, No. 99. District No. 98 received from State
$287.55; amount of apportionment
appropriations,

that

from surplus revenue, $26.83; total amount received
from all sources, $328.13 ; present value of school
$400 ; whole number of children between
the age of five and eighteen residing in the district,
90 ; average number of months the school is kept
open, 10; average number who have attended school
during the time it has been kept open, 23 ; number

property,

1 ; average salary per
District No. 99,
month paid to female teachers, $27.
amount of apportionment received from State appro
priations, $286.45 ; average amount of apportionment

of female teachers employed,

from surplus revenue, $15.21 ; total amount received
from all sources for public school purposes, $525 ;
present value of school property, $400 ; whole num
ber of children between five and eighteen years of
residing in the school district, 51 ; number of
months the school has been kept open, 9; number of
male teachers employed, 1 ; average salary per month
paid to male teachers, $33.33.

age

Villages and Hamlets. — There are many small
towns scattered over Washington township.
Batsto,
the principal one of these, was formerly. a busy, thriv

ing place, and is located on the western border of the
township, on the Atsion River. This small village
A large fur
was founded, in 1776, by Charles Reed.
nace and foundry was built here, which, when in full
twentyfive
operation, employed one hundred and
men, and furnished support to over eight hundred
persons. During the Revolutionary war, Batsto (In
dian name for bathing) furnace was owned by Col.
John Cox, who cast numbers of cannon, shot, and
shell for the army, and was kept busy during the
entire war. Later Jesse Richards purchased the prop
erty and carried on the business for several years;
but within the past few years, owing to the great de
pression in the iron trade, neither it nor any of the
neighboring furnaces have been in operation, and the
once thriving village of Batsto is now comparatively
deserted.

Green Bank. — The

hamlet of Green Bank is lo
cated in the extreme southwest part of the township,

on the Mullica River. It contains one store and
post-office, school-house, hotel, grist-mill, blacksmithdwellings.
and carpenter-shop, and one hundred

The mercantile business has been carried on at
Green Bank by William Sooy, present merchant,
for a number of years. The post-office is also in the
store of Mr. Sooy.
The Herman City Hotel, which is located about
one mile north of the post-office, was formerly used as
a private dwelling, and in 1870 it was purchased by
Augustus E. Kaster, and converted into a publichouse, and he has carried on the business since.
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Washington is a small hamlet, located on the
eastern border of the township adjacent to Randolph
township, and contains a few scattered dwellings,
being situated at the cross-roads in a farming dis

The lumber business was carried on to quite an
extent in this township in former times, but within
the past few years the heavy timber has been hewn

a

down and utilized for ship-building purposes, until
at present (1882) nothing but the shoots, or scrublimited amount
oaks, of the stately old oaks, with

of pine timber, remain to mark the once rich forest.
Charcoal-burning
carried on to quite an extent
Large
in the northern portion of the township.
quantities of coal are yearly shipped to New York and
Philadelphia from Washington.
The pioneer saw- and grist-mill, which is located
at Green Bank, has been in operation for many years.
Large quantities of lumber have been sawed at this
mill, and shipped to other ports from Green Bank.
The mill has been owned and operated by E. B.
Johnson for the past few years.
carried on to some extent in the south
Farming
ern portion of the township.
is

The blacksmith-shop has been carried on by Mark
R. Sooy for the past few years. Hazelton Birdsall
The grist-mill is
carries on the carpenter business.
operated by E. B. Johnson.
Among the business
men of Green Bank are William Sooy, general store
and post-office; Charles Bowne,,justice of the peace;
Elwood Vansant, Joel Vansant, Joel Vansant, Jr.,
ship-builders ; Samuel Vansant & Son, boat-builders;
A. White, mason ; Hazelton Birdsall, carpenter ; A.
E. Koster, hotel ; and E. B. Johnson, grist-mill. The
farmers are Hazelton Birdsall, Charles Brome, Wat
son Cole, Caleb L. Ford, Samuel Ford, George More,
Charles Pharo, Henry Pool, William H. Pool, A. E.
Koster, William Sooy, Mrs. Henry Sooy, S. E. Taylor,
Walter R. Weeks, and A. White.

is
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trict.

Industrial. — Washington

is

owned by the estate of John H. Rapp.
In addition
to the erection of the manufactory, Mr. Rapp also
erected fifty dwelling-houses for the accommodation
of his employes, of which only twelve are now oc
cupied.

Ship-building has become one of the chief indus
tries of Washington
township within the past few
years.

a

&

Sloops, brigs, yachts, and other sea-going
vessels are yearly constructed at Green Bank by
Messrs. Vansant
Co. These men have established
reputation among seafaring men unexcelled by any
ship-builders along the southern coast of New Jersey.

Their vessels are seen in almost every part of the
sea-board of the United States.
The large number of vessels owned in Washington

is

it

is

is

it

townships

in

1852.

Its approximate

greatest width

and west
two miles, length north and south
four and three-quarter miles.
It very irregular in
form, and contains an area of about five thousand one
a sandy
hundred and ninety-eight acres. The soil
east

is

loam and very productive, and in all parts
highly
cultivated.
The Delaware River flows along the
western boundary, receiving in the northern part of
the city Crosswicks Creek, and Black's Creek in the
southern part. Other tributaries of lesser importance
flow through the township.
Numerous well-traveled

roads traverse the township, the principal of which
are those leading to Burlington, Columbus, Reckless
The Camden and Amboy Divis
town, and Trenton.
ion of the Pennsylvania Railroad traverses the western
border of the township to Bordentown
from thence
runs to South Amboy, a branch connecting Borden

with Trenton.
The principal stations within
the township are Bordentown and White Hill.

town

Early Settlement and Distinguished Residents.

—On the
deed,

2d of April, 1681, Thomas Farnsworth, by
April 27,
acquired one hundred acres of land.

a

considerable number of men for
township require
their management, so that many of the inhabitants
of the township are seamen.

township, on the west by Pennsylvania, from which
separated by the Delaware River.
Physical Features. — Bordentown township was
formed from parts of Chesterfield and Mansfield

it

the supervision of Charles W. Wapler for a few
months, at which time the factory was closed, and has
not been in operation since. The property
now

situ
Situation and Boundaries. —Bordentown
ated in the extreme northwestern part of the county.
It
bounded on the north by Crosswicks Creek,
from Mercer County, on the east
which separates
by Chesterfield township, on the south by Mansfield

;

is

it

some
tory at Green Bank (or Herman City, as
times called) and commenced the manufacture of
flint-glass ware, which business was carried on under

CITY.*

AND

is

made in fifteen to twenty-five years.
John H. Rapp erected a glass manufac

BOROUGH,

is

1869,

TOWNSHIP,

it

In

BORDENTOWN

By Maj. E. M. Woodward, author of " Our Campaigns," " ThoSoldiery," " Bonaparte's
Murats,"
Citizen
Park and the
etc.
1

deposit

is

it,

former times. The principal one was the Batsto Fur
nace, which was located on the western border of the
township.
This furnace was established by Col.
John Cox in 1776. These furnaces used mostly what
is known as box ore, a sort of deposit made by the
When this
iron springs, and of excellent quality.
and another
ore is taken out the springs replace

CHAPTER XLII.

is

in former
township
ranked among the first townships in the
southern part of the county in its industrial pursuits,
but for the past half-century but little has been done
to develop its ore-beds. Jesse Richards owned and
operated a number of furnaces in the township in

times

BORDENTOWN.
of one hundred and forty
acres, and subsequently three hundred and eight acres
more, making five hundred and forty-eight acres in
all. As the measurement of land in those days was
1682, he became possessed

not strict, and a liberal allowance was made for roads
and waste lands, these three deeds covered about
eight hundred acres.
The tract thus acquired ex
to Black's Creeks, and from
the Delaware inland, covering the whole site of the
present city of Bordentown.
It is an elevated plateau
extending far back into the county, with bold bluffs
upon its water-fronts.
tended from Crosswicks

The name of the ship Farnsworth came over in in
is not known to the writer.
She landed her
passengers on the present site of Philadelphia, they
coming up the river to Burlington in boats. All we
know of him prior to his leaving England is the
statement in Bessee's " Sufferings and Persecutions of
1677

the Quakers"

that he was sent to prison on the 3d
day of the 7th month, 1665, for attending a meeting
of the Quakers at Tupton, near North Wingfield,
Derbyshire.
It is also stated that his brother, Rich
ard Farnsworth, of Tickhill, Yorkshire, was tried and
imprisoned for not taking off his hat to a justice.
Thomas'
wife Susanna came over in December of the
Shield,"
next year in the ship "
the first vessel that
came up the Delaware to Burlington. She brought
her their children and two servants.
Her
.coming was well known among the settlers, and
looked for with some interest, as she was a Quaker
preacher in the old country of note.
The servants she brought were hardly to wait upon
her and perform menial service, but more probably
men who had contracted to work a certain length of
time in consideration

of their passage being paid and
From the fact of his being able to incur
this expense, his purchase of five hundred and fortyeight acres of ground within a few years of his land
ing, and his not disposing of his house and lot in
Burlington until the 19th of May, 1685, when he con
veyed it by deed to Anthony Morris, it is to be pre
sumed he was possessed of some considerable means
for one in those early days and in a new country.
Their children were : Mary, who was " born the
23d of the 9th month, 1673, at Mansfield, in Old Eng
;"
" the 7th day,
land
Thomas, born at the same place
;"
11th month, 1676
John, "born at Piscatua, in East
1679;"
Jersey, the 14th day of 11th month,
Samuel,
" at Mansfield, in West Jersey, the 2d of the 4th
1683;"
Daniel, "born at White Hill, in
month,
;"
and Na
Mansfield, the 7th of the 2d month, 1686
"
was born the 15th of the 1st month,
thaniel, who
food found.

1689." 1

As tradesmen in all new countries are scarce and
in demand, and as the population is scattered, and as
we find his children born in different localities, the
probabilities are that he "whipped the cat" at his
1Records CheBterfieldMonthly Meeting.
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trade of shoemaking for several years before he lo
cated on his tract where Bordentown now stands.

When he built his cabin there is not known, but he
certainly did not reside there permanently prior to
proves that Farns1682-83. Careful investigation
worth's cabin — the first house built in Bordentown — ¦
was situated on the bluff near the northwest

corner

of Park Avenue

and Prince Street, very near, and
perhaps on the spot upon which the frame house now
stands.
Thomas Farnsworth served as constable of Chester
field township in 1689. His name never again appears
on the township records, and some time between that
year and 1693 he died, leaving his widow, Susanna,
and sons, Thomas, John, Samuel, Daniel, and Na

By his will, dated 8th of the 11th month,
January (0. S.), 1689, he left all his real and per

thaniel.

sonal estate to his wife Susanna, to rent or sell as she
might deem best. But, in case of her marrying again,
his real estate was to be held in trust for his children,
and she was to have in lieu thereof twenty pounds.

The will was witnessed by
William Quicksall, Elizabeth Foulks, and Francis
Davenport, and proved in 1693.
The next authentic information we have in regard
to them is that in 1704 the plantation was resurveyed
by William Emley, and divided into six tracts of one
hundred and five acres each. By it the widow re
tained the old homestead, and an equal share was
allotted to each of the sons.
Susannah's tract ex
tended from the mouth of Crosswicks Creek south, a
little east of the present main street, and was bounded
on the west by the Delaware River. Samuel's tract
was to the south of this and on the same easterly line,
extending to Joshua Newbold's land, which was situ
ate on the north side of Black's Creek.
Directly east
of Susannah's, a little east of Main Street, was John's
tract, and east of his Daniel's was located.
East of
Samuel's tract and south of John's was Nathaniel's,
and east of Newbold's was Thomas'.
We see by this
that the original five hundred and forty-eight acres
She was sole executrix.

under later surveys had increased to seven hundred
and thirty acres, and its true measurement is now
probably eight hundred acres, — more than the whole
area of the city.
Thomas never occupied any office, and, as by the
law then in existence all persons were _required to
serve in the office elected to, it is probable he was in
capacitated by bodily infirmities, moved away, or died.

John's name does not appear again after the division
of his father's estate, and it is probable he died with
out issue, as his brother Samuel inherited his tract
of land. Samuel filled a number of township offices,
the last in 1735. Daniel also held a number of offices,
the last in 1743, and by his will dated May 4, 1747,
left the whole of his estate to his grandson, John Ed
wards. Nathaniel occupied several township offices,
and died prior to November, 1749, leaving two chil
dren.

Amariah, his son, who inherited the present
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Hance farm, being a bachelor, willed said farm to his
sister, Rachel Farnsworth, who married a Jenkins.
She, leaving no issue, devised it to David Hance,
whose wife, Mary Updyke, was her cousin.
Amariah was a township officer from 1773 to 1780.
By an advertisement that appeared in the New Jersey
Gazette, June 6, 1782, he offered for sale four acres of
ground pleasantly situated in Bordentown, whereon is
erected a genteel and convenient brick house, two
stories high, with two rooms and a large entry on
the lower floor, three on the upper, with a garret, a
large kitchen, etc.
Also an orchard of excellent
fruit of various kinds. He also offers at the same
time five or six acres of marsh land on Crosswicks
Creek for sale. He at one time owned and carried on
the saw-mill on Black's Creek, which afterwards
The house
came into the possession of the Shreves.
in which he lived stood farther back from the road
than the present mansion, and was taken down many
years ago.
John Edwards, a great-grandson of Thonias and
Susannah Farnsworth,
was a township officer for
years from 1759 to 1766.
Jesse Edwards,
another great-grandson, was a corporal in the Conti

several

army of the Revolution. Aaron Edwards,
who was connected with Joseph Borden in the stage
line, and who resided at Amboy, is supposed to be of
the same family.
nental

John Warren (2d), whose father located near
Sykesville, married Susannah, the granddaughter of
Thomas, and daughter of Samuel Farnsworth. She
was born 2d 1st mo., 1718, and died 5th 6 mo., 1789.
The late Judge Oliver H. P. Emley, who resided
near Jacobstown, was descended from Thomas Farns
worth through the Warrens.

The name of Samuel Farnsworth appears on the
old township records as an officer for eleven years,
from 1748 to 1774.
Daniel Farnsworth (2d) was a
soldier of the Revolutionary war, serving in the in
fantry of both the State troops and the militia of New
Jersey.1
Thomas Farnsworth,
by deed in 1685, conveyed
one hundred acres of land, being the extreme south
west corner of his tract, to William Black, who con
veyed it to Joshua Newbold, March 10, 1703.
The
northern boundary of this tract crossed the Columbus
road near the present bridge over a small run of water
at the southern suburbs of the city.
The line ex
tended down said run to Black's Creek, and hence
included all the land south of the run and between

Black's Creek and the Columbus road. Joshua, by
will dated March 20, 1708, devised this tract, with the
corn-mill he had erected thereon, to his son, Joshua
Newbold.
Joshua Newbold, "gentleman," the son
and devisee of Joshua Newbold the elder, who in
" carpenter"
deeds is called a
and " millwright "
1Adjt.-Gen. Stryker's " Officers and Men of New Jersey in
the Revo
lutionary War" (official), page 590.

conveyed said tract and corn-mill to Christopher
"merchant,"
Smith,
of Philadelphia, Jan. 6, 1726,
for four hundred pounds sterling.
By an act passed
ferriages,"
"
we
Jan. 16, 1716, establishing
fees and
find:
"From Farnsworth to Burlington, for wheat, meal,
half-pence."
&cr; per bushel, three
" Casks of flour from Farnsworth's to Burlington,
per ton, four shillings and sixpence."
" Flour per ton, from Farnsworth's to Philadel
shillings." 2
phia, ten
Landing"
"
We learn from this that Farnsworth's
Burlington
was a place of some importance, and that
There lived here
sent its wheat there to be ground.
at this time Farnsworth's three sons, — Samuel, Dan
iel, and Nathaniel; also Joshua Newbold, Matthew
and Marmaduke Watson, William Quicksall, Joseph
One
Gardiner, John Arnel, and Thomas Foulks.
"ordinary"
kept

John

or a store
an
Moore either
Other persons
there, probably the two combined.
may have lived here, but we have no proof of the
fact. It is probable considerable produce from the
country was shipped from here to Philadelphia, and
that all the goods and stores consumed for many
miles around were brought here for distribution.

In 1713, Susanna, the widow, deeded fifty-five acres
to her son Daniel, and soon afterwards sold the old
homestead to Tliomas Foulks.
By deed dated Nov. 15, 1717, Thomas Foulks sold
the old Farnsworth homestead of fifty acres to Joseph
Borden, of Freehold township, Monmouth County,
for the sum of one hundred and forty-one pounds.

John Borden came from England to Massachusetts
in the ship " Elizabeth Ann" in 1635. Among the
early settlers of Falls River, Mass., whose patent was
taken out in 1656, were several Bordens from Rhode
Island. In Book A B C of Deeds, at Freehold, is re
corded a patent, dated 1665, to Richard and Benjamin
Borden, James Grover, and others, all from Graves
Neversink," " Narumson,"
end, L. I., for lands at "
Pootupick."
"
and
There appears to have been three
brothers, Benjamin, Richard, and Francis. The first
Friends'
meeting in New Jersey was held at the house
of Francis at Shrewsbury in 1672. This Benjamin,
Benjamin,"
"the son of
married Abigail, the daugh
ter of James Grover, Sept. 22, 1670, and had children,
viz. : Richard, born Jan. 9, 1672 ; Benjamin, born
April 6, 1675 ; James, born Sept. 6, 1677 ; Rebecca,
born June 8, 1680 ; Safty, born Sept. 6, 1682 ; Amye,
born March 4, 1684; Joseph, born May 12, 1687; Jon

April 14, 1690; David, born March 8,
1692; David, born Aug. 19, 1694; and Samuel, born
April 8, 1696. Of these Rebecca and David died
quite young.
of Middletown, Joseph's
Benjamin,
athan, born

brother, purchased,

Jan.

8, 1700,

of Anthony Wood-

2 " Acts of the General Assembly of the
Province of New Jersey and
Philadelphia. Printed and Sold by William and Andrew
Bradford,
King's
Printers to the
Most Excellent Majesty for the Province of New
MDCCXXXII"
Jersey,
(1732),pages75,76.
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ward, a third part of the great Dockwra track, about
one thousand acres, south of Arnefytown.
Joseph Borden first visited Farnsworth's Landing
in a coasting vessel from Shrewsbury, N. J., and de
termined to purchase and locate there.
His wife's
name was Mary Ann, and they were married previous
to 1716. They had one son Joseph and six daughters,

all born on the banks of the Delaware.

Of the daughters, Rebecca married Joseph Brown ;
Hannah, John Lawrence; Elizabeth, Joseph Doug
lass; Anna, the Rev. Joshua Potts, pastor of the Bap
tist Church at South Hampton, Bucks Co., Pa; one
Clayton ; and another Thomas Potts.
All these
took place prior to 1763.
Of the son we
shall speak hereafter. March 3, 1724/ Joseph pur
chased of Samuel Farnsworth one hundred and five
acres of land, and subsequently, by purchase, became
the owner of nearly the whole site of Bordentown.
About the year 1723 there lived near Bordentown a
marriages

Dr. Joseph Brown, at whose inn Benjamin Franklin,
then a penniless youth of seventeen, journeying
through the State on foot, stayed over night.
In his
autobiography,2
Franklin says of him, "There was
no town in England or country in Europe of which
he could not give a particular account.
He had
some letters, and was ingenious, but much of an un
believer, and wickedly undertook some years after te
travestie the Bible in doggerel verse. By this means
light.''

he set many of the facts in a very ridiculous
. . . His name was the same as one of Borden's sons-

in-law.
Among the early settlers were Caleb Carman, who
purchased, in 1730, a lot at the corner of Graveyard
Alley and Main Street, now Church Street and Farns
worth's Avenue.

In 1742, Jacob Decon and Jane, his wife, sold to
Joseph Richards, inn-keeper, a house where Bennett's
store now stands. Joseph Butler at this time lived

here. At one time he taught school, but afterwards
was a conveyancer and surveyor.
He. first laid out
and surveyed the city. Years afterwards John Oliver

it and laid out an extension of it. He was
one of Borden's executors.
The following names, copied from the ledger of John

resurveyed

Imlay, dating from 1751 to 1757, form almost a com
plete directory of Bordentown and surrounding coun
try.
Mr. Imlay built the house at the southeast
corner of Farnsworth and Park Avenues, now the
summer residence of Oliver Hopkinson, Esq. In this
building he lived and kept his store : 3
1 Book D, 398,Sect. State Office,Trenton.
2 Bigelow's edition, Philadelphia, 1868,pp. 109,110.
3In the Presbyterian graveyard at AUentown, N. J., is a flat tomb
stone,the inscription on which is :
"Sacred to the memory of Honble John Imlay, Esq., who departed
this life April 9th, a.d., 1793,in the 73d year of his age.
"Having served his country in some of the important officesin the
legislative judiciary department of the State, he gave ampleproof of his
integrity and patriotism, and as he lived the friend of man and the
faithful Servant of Mb Country and his God, bo he died in the triumph
Redeemer."
of faith in the adorable

Abigal Pancoast
John Clap, East Jersey
Charles Taylor
Chas.Vandike
Safety Borden
Caleb Pancoast
John Ansley
Benj. Gibbs
Jonathan Forman
'
Jos. Kendal
Black Dorus
Eich'd Horsefield
Lewis Rid en
William Harris, Senr.
Wm. Potter
Isaac Antrom
Ruth Starky
John Hays
Dan. Hunt
John Sykes
Thos. Salter
Geo.Gilbert
Mary More
ThomasWatson
Jas. Govers
Henry Bacon
Geo.Tucker
Nathan Baley
Timothy Taylor
Eliza Phipps
James Butler
Eliza Beeks
William Kerby
Thos. Thompson
Geo.Barton
Geo. Duglass
Thos. Biddle
Saml. SykeB
Ric'd Robbins
John Trout
Joshua Anderson
Enoch Anderson
Eliza Robins
John Lanning
Anthony Woodward
Jas. Dickason
Mary Newell
Abigail Hall
Abigail Hall, Jr.
Edward Bonnel
Henry Guess
Jas. Lawrence
Jos. Wright, Cooper
Charity Thompson
Thos. Umphrey
William Folwell
Samuel Kimson
John Carr
Saml. Terkes
Wm. Wood
Eliza Phipps
Negro Curelo

I

Wm. inley
Jos. Imley
Ann Arrison
Robt. Hulit
Thos. Ford
Benj. Gregory
Coziah Shreve
Rachel Davis
Caleb Carmon
William French
Mary Gibbs
Ebar Decow
Thos. Tenney
Step. Carter
Geo.Bliss
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Robert Field, Jnnr.
Rob. Gibbs
Dr. Moore
John Norris
Jos. Duer
Benj. Meriot
Isaac Ivins, Senr.
Benj. Jones, Carter
Sarah Antrom
John Cox, farmer
Thos. Folks
Thos. Wright
Jacob Andrews
Anness Thompson
Edmond Woolley
John Butler, Junr.
Jos. Reckless
Michael Johnston
Wm. Tapscott
Wm. Barcalow
John Wright, Junr.
Stephen Paschall
John Bunting
John Atkinson, Junr.
John Loveall
Thos. Quicksill
Judiah Stout
Wm. Nelson
Nathan Ricardson
Jonathan Branson
John Loveless
Wm. Hassleton
Robt. Wilds
Anth. Bunting
Rob. Chambers
Michael Newbold
Elisha Lawrence
Ephraim Silver
Nathanl Warner
Ezekill Woodward
Edw. Broadfield
Moses English
Negro Samson
Michael M'Daniel
Thos. Bairs
Wm Douglas, son of Geo
Mr. John Becham
Aaron Watson
Arthur May, laborer
Ridgway Job
John Harvey, Jun
Gilbert Smith, Taylor
Thos. Bartholomew
Job. Pope, Joyner
Francis Smith, schoolmaster
Saml. Surges, Penna.
John DeCou
Saml Emley
Jos. Garwood
Jerr'h Lounsberry
Wm. Stevenson
Eph Silver
MosesIvins
Sol. Marshall
Jos. Chambers
Thos. Tallman
Danl Butler
John Forsyth
Wm. Wilkinson
John Vankirk
Saml Taylor, junr
Hugh Hutchin
Rowland Ellis
Jas. Hamel
Jobe Talman
Wm. Corlis
John Farris, cooper
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Jos. Reckless,junr
Wm. Folwell, E Jersey
Thoa. Leonard, Esq
Jos. Woodward, minor
Reckless & Chapman
Sarah Kirkbride
Edw. Pennington
John Lawrence, attorney
Jos. Quicksall
Indian John Pomhelus
Anth Taylor
Henry Everingham
Lydia Morton, spinster
Wm. Thompson
Joshua Quicksall
Jonathan Smith
Ephraim Biggs
Mary Wood, spinster
Job. Duer, Penna
Mary Emley, Junr.
Rob. Lippincott
Ezek ia Anderson
Ann Allen, AUentown
John Collins, cordwinder
John Buffi ngton, Taylor
Margret Richardson
Thos. Fairman
Jos. Wright, farmer
Joshua Horner
Gil. Hendrickson
Wm. Woodward
John Brown, sadler
Peter Dopson
Thos. Hall
Amos Wright
John Thorn, jr
Wm. Cook
Peter Harvey
John Wright
And'w Waer
Robt Harvey
John Andres
Isaac Bolton
Jos. Cox
Dan Quicksall
Jos. Overton
Thos Potts
Thos. Haines
Thos. Wright
Edmond Woolley
Jonathan Scholey
Geo.Ruckel
Jos. Thorn, junr
Emleys Negro Tom
Saml LounBberry
Patrick Cams, Taylor
Langhorn Biles
Jas. Johnston, Stormy Brook
Mary Oakes,spinster
Geo.Nicholson
John Brainerd
Sol. Watkins
Rob. Holman
Wm. Harris, carter
Watson & Company
Mary Briant
Thos. Thorn, cardwinder
Chris Finagan
Abraham Shreve
Wm. Ivins
Jon Hough f
Wm. Hamel
Wm. Cheeseman
Jos. Kirkbride
Amos Rockhill
Sarah Biles
Saml Fenton

Wm. Emley
Rich'd Knowles
John Butcher, Senr
Margaret Richardson
Wm. Branson
Thos. Earl
Jos. English
John Linton
Caleb Shreve,Senr.
Thos. Rockhill
Saml Longstaff

Peter Dopson
Edw. Hurley
Stacy Kirkbride
Rich'd Hall
Chris Finigan
Nathl Potts
Cate Rowley
Benj. Parker
Jos. Lawrence
John Stewart
Rich'd Wright

Wm. Earl
Obadiah Robins
Thos. Heard
Wm. Beakes
Jas. Carr.
John Dorcey
John Wair
Wm. Salsbey
Sarah Fenton
Saml Bunting, son of John
Wm. Campbell

Edw. Rock el
Saml Stillwell
Enoch David
Michael Howard
Wm. Kinneson
John Hornor
David Beaks
John Polhemus
Wm. Allen, Esq
John Bell
Joanna Woodward
Wm. Potter
Benj. Field
John Parker
Isaac Gibbs
Margaret Rockhill
John Patterson
Wm. Black
Saml Thorn
Thos. Miller
Edw. Pancoast
Wm. Biles
Ambrose Field
Amos Miller
Wm. Bunting
Jos. Branson
John Gardner
Jos. Lawrence
Wm. Price
Saml Stevenson
Thos. Harrison
Patience Loveall
David Wright

Eleakim Anderson
Isaac Horner
Matthias Yanhorn
( Wm. Imlay, junr
Isaac Decow
Jas. Cuberley
Henry Thompson
Jos. Coward
Saml Warrick & Co.
Francis Kirk
Zeblon Webb
Matthias Harvey
Saml Ivins
Thos. Kerlin
Thos. Hay
John Hutchin
Jas. Laing
Jos. Thorn, weavour
Mary Thompson
Jos. Hough
Abr. Mitch el
Jacob Warrick
John Page
Jas. Shreve
Geo.Cook
Hannah Hankinson
Stephen King, E. Jersey
Michael Fitzsimmons
Patrick Fitzsimmons
Amey Jones, spinster
Mary London, tayloress
Caleb Shreve,son of Jos.
Rob. Cromelin
Henry Lawrence
Benj. Kirbey
John Leonard
Wm. Anderson
Wm. & John Earl
John Wilds
Chas. Sexton
John Young
Dr. Stiles
Jos. Curtis
Henry Lemon
Terrance Queagley.
Jos. Simeon
John Emley
Johu Butler
John Imlay
Jeremiah Bates
Rodey Randel
Wheeler Clark
Jacob Garwood
Ann Subber
Mahlon Thorn

John Crushir
John Quicksall
Jos. Skelton
Jos. Harden
Saml Bunting
Benj. Talman
John Dugless
John Graimes
Geo.Emlin
Rich'd Eckman
John Edwards
Chas. M'Night
Ann Fox
John Adams
Snml Wheatcraft
John Edwards
Jos. Arney
Parmelia Marton
Robt. Rockell
Tobias Polhemus
Godfrey Beck
Danl Shreve
Marton Gibbs
Jos. Woodward
Robt. Johnson
John Antrom
Chichester Reynolds
Michael Rogers
Thos. HainB
Cornelius Swain
Wm. Mason
Thos. Ivins

Peter Tilton
John Butcher
Gid Pedit
Wm. Nutt
Joth Scattergood
John Palmer
Thos. English
Jer Stillwell
Phineas Bunting
Saml Bunting
Thos. Piatt
Joa. Norton
Matthias Bush
Clement Rockhell
Saml Wright
John Wilkins
Anthony Woodward
James Thompson
Margaret Smart
Danl Young
Jos. Bullock
Rich'd Kirby
Wm. Quicksall
Chas. Hogshead
Isaac Forman
John Doughty
John Hanel, sr.
Isaac Horner
Wm. Farris
Nathaniel Woodward
Jos. Talman
John Weldon
Deliverance Taylor
Talman Smith
Thomas Emley
Wm. Wilson
Jos. Woodward
Saml Satterthwait
John Wilds, miller
Dan Sexton
Judith Williams
Thos. Yardley
David Satterthwait
Rich'd Allison
Jonathan Fox
John Tilton
Jas Holloway
Thos. Thorn
Jas. Saxton
Joshua Smith
Saml Joabs
Jos. Umphrey
John Young
Jos. Fowler
John Pilyon
Benj. Burgess
Nathl Warner
Thos. Mount
Wm. Clap
Peter Sexton
Peter Lott
Actia Taylor
Isaac Frice
Jos. Garwood
Mich. Britain
Wm. White
Israel Butler
Marmaduke Watson
A nnab Taylor
Job Harvey
Edw. WilliamB
Saml Warrick
Sarah Taylor, Bpinster
Israel Woodward
Geo Taylor
Coziah Vanroom
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as if this old-time store-keeper dealt in
everything.
much
pretty
Among the items charged
to sundry persons are " 1 Trowel 2s. 6d, 2 Dear skins

for granted that they were required for the punish
ment of its residents.
It must be borne in mind that
tbe
at that period a great traffic was carried on

shillings, 1 iron kettle 22., 1 lock 2s. 9d., 1 lathing
hammer, 2s. 6d., 631 lb scrap fat £2. 12. 7., 1 leghorn
hat 7s. 6d., 1 chamber pott 8d., 1 Ridle, 1 Almanack
3s., 1 jug, 1 glass bottle, h lb brimstone 4d., } lb Tea
2s., 1 pr Bridel Bitts Is. 2d., 200 hob nails Is. 6d., 1

These boats were forty to
Delaware in flat-boats.
fifty feet long and six or seven feet wide, and from

slate, 1 doz. Tacks, 1 warming Pan £1., 3 horse col
lars 15s., 1 barrel Mackeral 28s., 1 Silk Handkerchief,
6s. 6d., $ Quire Paper Is., 1 pt. riyn 7d., 1 pr Knee

They came down mostly during the spring freshets,
sometimes even from Nevisink, on the New York
State line.
These, with the boats employed in the

seems

24

Buckels Is. 2d., 1 pr compasses 9d., 1 pr wool cards
Is. 2d., lb chocolate 4s. 9d., 2 lb shot Is., 1 oz Linament, 18 Glass Lights, 7s. 6d., 1 pr Garters, 5 Bu.
Lime, 7s. 6d., 1 syckel, 1 lb Reasons, &c, &c."
Among the other articles credited are : " Caleb
Pancoast, Cr. : 59 lb hard soap, 5Jd., Richard Rob

J

bins Cr. : 12 bu. Flax seed 4s. per bu., John Becham
Cr. 62 lb sadd Irons, 7d., 7 cut iron Pots, 28s., 20 Hand
Pots & Kettles a 4s., 6 skillets 21 s. 4d., 1 set Tea
Spoons 26s., making 1 pr Buckets 8s., Anthony Wood
ward, Cr. 2J bu. Flax seed 40s. 6., 164f lb cheese a
3£d."
5d., 28 hogs 4144 lb
These hogs averaged one
hundred and forty-eight
weight for those days.

pounds,

about

the usual

Indian John Pombelus, who was a chief of the
Crosswicks Indians, and was a representative at the
great council held at Crosswicks in 1758, is charged
with " 2 yds Swanskin & Svndreas, £2, 18,9; 1 \ yards
half thick & Svndreas 5s. 9d., 1 Felt hat, 3 saws, 1
knife & Sundries 13s. 9d. ; 4 lb. shot, 1 qt Molasses
2s. 8d., 1 Blanket, 1 knife & Sundries £2, 17, 1 ; 2 lb.
lb. Powder 3s. 9d., 31 yds
Shot, % Gal. Molasses,
Ozenbrigs, 2£ yds Garlex 9s. 9d., 1 lb Powder, 1 Knife,
lb Peper & Sundries £1,4, 7, 1 doz. pipes, 1 qt rum,
6d."
1 jug, 1 paper Tobacco, 2s.
He was credited
"
with 6 fo^ skins & 5 Raccoons £1,1,0; 1 Dear skin
4s. 6d.; 1 qr. venison 2s., 27 Dear skins a 3s. and 2
Dear skins 12s."
The names of different kinds of dry-goods seem to
have almost entirely changed.
The following were
" Ozenbrigs, Is. 6d., Garlex, 2 and
sold by the yard :
2s. 2d., Sheloon, 3s. 6d., Sleakes, 2s. 4d. ; Anteloon,
8d."
There is
4s., Ferret, 6d. ; Check, Is. 6d. and Is.

J

I

also

mentioned

Tafety,
etc.

Carsey, Camlet,

Tamne,

Buckrow,

Allspun, Sarsnet, Mantua, Persian, Fustin,
An article called "Gamond" was probably

ham.

The first time that we meet with the name of Bor
dentown is in the proceedings of a township-meeting
As this item is of interest for more
held in 1739.
" also ye said
reasons than one, we give it in full :
meeting gave Bordings Town, people lve to buld a
pare of Stocks provide ye people of Bordings Town
Although this is
Bulds them at there own charge.
the first mention of Bordentown, it may have received
its name by common consent some years before. In
regard

to the building of the stock and its accom
the whipping-post, it must not be taken

paniment,

two feet nine inches to three feet deep, drawing from
twenty to twenty-two inches of water, and carrying
from five hundred to six hundred bushels of wheat.

traffic above Trenton and the Durham boats, drew to
the landings on the river a rough class of men, similar
in their tastes and habits to those found on the West
ern rivers in later days.
Occupation has much to do with the taste, habits,
and code of morals of people all over the world. The
type is simply varied by circumstances.
The rifle
was not so freely used upon the Delaware, life was of
more value, but whisky, petty gambling, rough songs
and dances were undoubtedly

the favorite

pastimes.

When these gentlemen landed to unload, tie up for
the night, or to seek a harbor from the storm, it is
likely they replenished their jugs, and sometimes be
came somewhat obstreperous, which, being distasteful
to the quiet notions of our Quaker ancestors, it was
thought best " for the ease of creation" to cool them
down in the stocks. The Quakers in olden times had
a quaint way of doing things that would be quite re
freshing nowadays.

Stages and. Stage-Boats. — In 1734 the first line of
from Burlington to New York via Bordentown
" In October, 1750, a new line was
was established.
stages

established, the owner of which resided at Perth
Amboy.
He informed all gentlemen and ladies
'
who have occasion to transport themselves, goods,
from New York to Phila
wares, or merchandise
delphia'
' stage-boat'
well fitted for the
that he had a
purpose, which, wind and weather permitting (that
never forgotten proviso), would leave New York
every Wednesday for the ferry at Amboy on Thurs
day, where, on Friday, a stage-wagon would be ready
to proceed immediately to Bordentown, where they
would take another stage-boat to Philadelphia, noth

ing being said (very wisely) of the time when they
might expect to arrive there. He states, however,
that the passages are made in forty-eight hours less
than by any other line.
This was probably the case,
for the route was so well patronized that in 1752 they
carried passengers twice a week instead of once, en
manner,'
'
to use the people in the best
deavoring
keeping them, be
way." '
on the

it

observed, from five to seven days

This line was established by Joseph Borden, and is
the same alluded to in the following advertisement,
taken from the Pennsylvania Gazette (in the Philadel
phia Library) of April 4, 1751 :
1 Barber's Hist. Coll. of New Jeraey, p. 43.
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" This is to give notice to all personsthat shall have occasionsof trans
porting themselves(,)goods,wares, or merchandize from Philadelphia
to new York or from the latter place to the former that by Joseph Bor
den there is a stage boat well fitted and kept for that purpose and if
wind andweather permit will attendat the crooked-billet wharf in Phila
delphia every tuesdayin every week and proceedup to Bordentown on
Wednesdayand on thursday morning a stagewaggon with a good Aim
ing kept by Joseph Richardson will bo ready to receive them and pro
ceed directly to Johu Clucks opposite the city of Perth Amboy who
keeps a house of good entertainment and on Friday morning a stage
boat well fitted and kept by Daniel 0. bryant, will be ready to receive
them and proceeddirectly to New York and give her attendanceat the
White Hall slip near the half moontavern, if people be readyat the stage
days and places tis believed they may pass the quickest 30 or 40 hours,
the cheapestand fastestway that has yet beenmadeuseof, if any attend
ancebe given by us the subscribers which we shall endeavourto do as
near as possible,also people living on or near the road may have busi
nessdone by letter or otherwise due care will be taken in the delivery
of letters verbile messages& cr. by us.
"Joseph Borden,
" Joseph Kichardson,
" Daniel Obryant.
" N.B.— All passengersor goodsthat Bhall cometo bordentown on sunday or mondayin every or any week by any Trenton shallop White Hill
shallop Bordentown shallop or boats or in any other whatsoeverwhose
waggon hire shall amount to Sixteen shillings or upwards shall upon
first notice have a waggon and transportation to said John Clucks op
posite Amboy when if the stage boatsnot ready to receivethem (but its
intended they shall). It must be allowed they havethe greatestchances
for dispatch of any other place whatsoever for all the Brunswick the
place aboveBrunswick called the landing and all the river boats must
pass that place in whome people may have passage.
"Joseph Richards."

The advertisements of fhe line continue in the
same paper for several years, sometimes in the name
of Joseph Borden and sometimes in that of his son
Joseph, Jr. As the elder Mr. Borden was sixty-nine
years of age when the following advertisement was

it is probable -he had retired from active
business, and although the affix of the junior is not
attached, we think it probable his son, who was now
thirty-seven years old, was the chief manager if not
inserted,

the proprietor.
From the wording of this advertise
ment we see a marked improvement in the education
of the son over that of the father. This is but illus
trative of our countrymen and a new country.
The

advertisement is taken from the Philadelphia
in the Philadelphia Library.

Mercury

" Philadelphia, November11,1756.
" BordentownStage
Continued.
" Joseph Bordens stage boat, Joseph
Canida, master, attends at the
Crooked-Billet wharf (end of the first alley above Chestnut Street)
every Monday and Tuesday and his shallop Daniel Harrison master at
the same place every Friday and Saturday, stagewaggons attends the
said boats,the stageboat at Amboy commandedby Aaron Edwards.
"As to the owners of the Burlington stage boasting of their ad
vantages being superior to mine, shall not take the trouble to make
reply too, becausethe publick by this time is the best judges of our
stagesand their advantages,only shall just note the last clauseof
their
advertisement,that is, they say we are one tide more upon the water,
than they are, which in fact, is saying we are always two tides upon
Our passage. Well done brother adventurers,that is a large one. All
gentlemen and ladies that pleaseto favour me with their business,may
dependupon the utmostcare and dispatch,of their humble servant
" Joseph Borden."

I

This route was from Whitehall slip in New York
and

through

the Narrows

to a tavern

at Amboy.

The boats were large, well fitted, and comfortable,
the outside passage was often rough.

as

Bordentown by this time had become a place of
considerable note and size. In 1740, Joseph Borden
deeded to the Friends the lot of ground upon which
their meeting-house is now situate and the lot occu
pied by them as a burial-ground.
The same year the

was built. By deed dated Aug. 5,
Joseph Borden conveyed to John Coward,
Thomas Cox, and Joseph Borden, Jr., as trustees for
meeting-house

1751,

the Baptist, in consideration of the sum of five pounds,
the two parcels of ground now occupied by the church

" Upon the
as a building site^ and burying-ground.
ground thus conveyed by the elder Borden was erected,
in 1752, the first Baptist meeting-house in Borden
town, — a grand

edifice in its days, its roof hipped in
grandeur, its walls stout enough for a
fortress, its external appearance beautiful in plain
ness, its internal arrangements a model of conveni
imposing

ence for those days, and its pulpit decently elevated
height."
to a dizzy yet becoming

Old Buildings

and

Township

Records. — The

oldest building now standing in the city is the old
Lovel House, situate on the easterly side of Farns
worth Avenue, south of Church Street, Nos. 125 and
127.
It was a two-story brick house, with hipped
roof, and the date of its erection, 1749, built into the
wall with black bricks.
It then doubtlessly was a
grand affair, probably the pride and envy of the

In later years it was completely altered,
story being added, the entire front taken
out, and it turned into stores. John Lovel originally
settled near Crosswicks on the farm now occupied by
Job R. Sutterly. His granddaughter, Mrs. Admiral
village.

another

now owns the liouse.
Radford,
The next oldest
building is the stately old Hopkinson mansion at the
southeast corner of Farnsworth Avenue and Park
Street.
The garden, which had a large frontage on
the avenue, extended back to Second, and contained
a large number of fruit trees.
The house remained
unaltered until within a few years, when it had a
mansard roof substituted for the old one.
In "A History of New Sweden," by Israel Acrelius, translated from the Swedish by William M.
Reynolds, D.D., 1874, and published under the joint
auspices of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania
and Delaware, on page 144, under the head " Of the
Trade,"
Towns and their
we find the following inter
comparison
esting
of the size of the towns upon the
Delaware River.

"Burlington, tho county town of Burlington County, eighteen miles
from Philadelphia, has one hundred and thirty houses,and has a ferry.
" BordeDtown,twenty-eight
miles from Philadelphia, has sixty houses.
The last-named places have post-boatsto and from Philadelphia,
with
post-coachesto Amboy, for travelers to and
from New York, making the
route twice a week.
"Trenton, thirty miles above Philadelphia, with one hundred and
thirty houses,lies at the falls of the Delaware, and has a ferry. Near
to this lie the valuable copper-mines,for the use of
one-third of which
Governor Morris, within eighteen months in 1755,paid five
thousand
pounds."

From the number of houses and the ratio of people
allowed to each in towns or villages, we

generally

BORDENTOWN.
should judge the population of Bordentown in 1755
to be somewhat in excess of three hundred.
About this time there resided in Bordentown three
persons bearing the quaint names of Preserve Brown,
Safety Borden, and Hannaniah Gaunt.
Sometimes,
but very rarely, at an early date tombstones erected
to the memory of Friends are found in their grave
yards.
Preserve Brown seems to have been especially
honored in this respect, as a solitary tombstone in the
•Friends' burying-ground
in this city contains this

inscription

:

"In

memory of Preserve Brown, who died the 26th day of the 4th
years."
month, 1744,aged 65

It

may be as well here to speak of his son, Preserve
Brown, who was overseer of the poor in Chesterfield
township in 1741, and surveyor of the highways in

Nathan Kite, in his "Sketches of Public
Friends,"
in The Friend, says of him : " Preserve
Brown was the son of Preserve and Mary Brown, of
Mansfield, Burlington Co., West Jersey.
His parents
being valuable Friends, endeavored to train him up
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and the
good effects thereof were in him very apparent.
As
he grew up he was brought, through the baptisms of
the Holy Ghost, into a preparation for usefulness in
the church.
He was diligent in his attendance to all
his religious duties, was exemplary in plainness both
of speech and apparel, and was of a kind and hos
pitable disposition.
He was an elder of Chesterfield
Monthly Meeting.
He deceased Fifth month 23d,
1743.

1760."

Joseph Borden, the founder of Bordentown, died
Sept. 22, 1765, in the seventy-ninth year of his age.1
Of the life of Joseph Borden we know sufficient to
form a tolerably correct opinion of his character.
Family tradition says he owned the vessel in which
he came to Farnsworth's Landing from the neighbor
hood of Shrewsbury, N. J. He certainly was pos
sessed of considerable means, as witness his exten
sive purchase of land and opening of a store. His
interest in the iron forge, his establishment of a line
of stages and boats, his laying out of streets and cut
ting up of large tracts into building lots, his donation
of ground to religious associations for building and
burial purposes, the building of his then splendid
mansion, and the large amount of real estate he left
upon his death, all attest the fact that his business
pursuits

had been successful, and that he was pos

of a large fortune for those days. There is one
thing remarkable about his sale of lands on the river
In all of them he deeded only to the brow of
front.
the hill, reserving all the water-front for himself.
There is no doubt Mr. Borden expected Bordentown
to become a place of much more note and importance
than it has. Being at the head of practical naviga
tion, if railroads had never been introduced it would
have been the chief point of importance on the river
sessed

1 Borden family Bible now in the possessionof Oliver Hopkinson, Esq.
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in the great line of communication
of New York and Philadelphia.

between the cities

Here would have
most of the heavy

been handled for transhipment
goods, stores, and produce passing between the two
cities.
Trenton from being a roadside station of one
house in 1726 had grown to a thriving village of one
hundred houses in 1748, and all through the passen
ger travel.2 But soon after the establishment of the

Bordentown line it attracted the major part of the
freight on account of the shortness of the land trans
portation.
Here would have terminated a great and
broad turnpike.
Borden, no more than Franklin,
could have foreseen the introduction
of steam, and
he was sound in his judgment with the knowledge he
then had, in expecting a grand future for the city.
But railroads came.
Trenton was the lowest point to
span the river, and has become a great railroad centre.

Mr. Borden

possessed a plain, common education, ap
parently amply sufficient for the purposes of his life.
That he appreciated the advantage of a higher edu
cation is apparent in the bestowal of a very liberal
one on his son. The citizens of Bordentown must
ever hold his memory in veneration as the founder
and benefactor of the city.

We will now turn our attention for a while to the
The township book, an old-fashioned
ledger, foolscap size, contains all the proceedings of
township.

the township-meetings, etc., from the earliest period
1847.
It is probable these dated back to 1686.
At least there is a list of constables in it including

until

that year, and another list of constables, overseers of
highways, and overseers of the poor, commencing
with the year 1708.
But the first proceedings of the
township-meetings recorded is in 1711-12. A number

of the first leaves have been torn out by sacrilegious
vandals to preserve as relics.
Below are the names of those who served in the
capacity of constables to the year 1699, which we
doubt not will be of interest to most of the readers :
1686, Thomas Wood.
1687, Thomas Foulks, served in different
offices five years.
1688, Robert
1689, Thomas

township

Wilson.
Farnsworth.

Edward Rockhill, served in different township
offices three years, the last in 1720.
1691, William Black.
1692, Daniel Bacon.
1693, William Wood, served in different township
offices four years, the last as surveyor of highways in
1690,

1719.

John Bunting, served in different township
eighteen years, the last as freeholder in 1745.
1695, Matthew Watson, served in different township
offices nine years, the last in 1736.
1696, John Waring (Warren), served in the differ1694,

offices

2 "Old-Time Staging in New
Times,July 9, 1876.

York,"

by John Austin Stevens—#. Y.
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ent township offices six years, the last as surveyors of
highways in 1747.

places

1697, Henry Beck, served in different
offices three years, the last in 1713.

lington, like all roads in new countries, very probably
lay over level ground, easily ascended hills, and fordable streams. About 1725 or '30 the road between
these points very nearly followed the present road,

Roads, Ferries, and Bridges.— About the same
time that Thomas Farnsworth settled at the site of
Bordentown
several English families, and among
them William Emley, settled on the Delaware River
near South Trenton.
For several years there was no
communication between the inhabitants of the two

it,

it

a

He and several of his neighbors built
ferry-boat, for their own conve
nience.
This was made use of by the traveling pub
lic, and was known as Watson's ferry.
The creek
at the present crossing of the White Horse road
being a navigable stream, with the tide ebbing and
flowing at that place, an act of the Legislature was
required to authorize the building of the first bridge.
This act was obtained a number of years prior to
the Revolutionary war, and authorized and directed
Thomas Lawrie and others to superintend
its con
struction.
It was a draw- and toll-bridge, and to
draw-bridge."
this day
commonly called "the
The road by Groveville and the bridge across the
creek at that place was not built until several years
after the Revolutionary war.
Another road from
Reckless mill, nearly following where the pike now
runs, followed Main Street to the present Park Street,
and then down that street through the ravine, that

afforded a natural road to the river. A road was sub
sequently laid out along the river-shore to the mouth
of Crosswicki? Creek. Main Street at that time did
not extend beyond Park Street, the cut at the foot of
leading down to the river not being made until
many years after.

There was a road leading from Burlington road
into and following Stewart's old lane on the west side
of Black's Creek, and
bridge
crossed the creek on
little below the foot of Walnut Street. Following
said street to Main,
passed out the Recklesstown
Bellevue,"
road beyond "
the residence of Miss Maria
H. Nutt, thence crossing the fields near the old plas
ter-mill, and over the present Ward Avenue,
ran
near the farm-house of Mrs. Mary H. Pearson to
Watson's ferry.
It does not follow because this road
existed that
must have been laid out and opened

it

saw-mills.

ent bridge.

scow to be used as

a

taining the remaining undivided fourth part for him
self. The forge was built by them in the summer of
1725.
Col. Coxe was a gentleman of large capital,
who had been for several years engaged in the iron
business elsewhere. John Allen was a man of much
enterprise and considerable means, and Joseph Bor
den furnished the capital for Thomas Potts.
The
title to the forge subsequently passed down to Mr.
Lewis, of Philadelphia, the owner of the corn- and

in the township records. The an
first mention of
cestor of Matthew and Marmaduke Watson owned a
large tract of land of several hundred acres adjoining
the southerly side of Crosswicks Creek, near the pres

it

the same day Thomas Potts conveyed one undivided
moiety to both lots to Col. Daniel Coxe, and one un
divided fourth part of both lots to John Allen, re

Watson's ford was not passable, on account of flood
the trav
or ice, or the load was too heavy to cross
eler was forced to make the detour to Crosswicks,
where the bridge crossed the stream. This bridge
existed prior to 1717, but in that year we find the

it

each claimed an interest in the equitable
title on account of their proportion of the expendi
tures for material, etc.
Finally, to close the business
satisfactorily to each of the owners, Daniel Farns
worth conveyed one undivided third part of the
twelve and a half acres on the west side of the creek,
with an undivided third part of five acres just north
of the mouth of the small run of water, the northern
boundary of the corn-mill tract which formerly be
longed to his father, on the easterly side of the creek,
to Isaac Horner and a like undivided third part of
each lot to Joseph Borden, by deeds dated March 8,
1724, still retaining the remaining
undivided third
part in each lot for himself.
Horner, Farnsworth, and Borden, by deed dated
Feb. 1, 1725, conveyed the whole of both lots on the
east and west side of Black's Creek to Thomas Potts,
who married one of Joseph Borden's daughters.
On
and Borden

across the country to Watson's
ford,
nearly a half mile above the present White Horse
bridge ; thence it followed favorable ground until it
joined the Trenton and Crosswicks road.
When

a

agreed among themselves about the expenditures and
manner of conducting the business. This resulted in
the final abandonment of the concern, the legal title
to the land still being in Farnsworth, though Horner

then struck

is

is not known.

crossed the

it

near this spot, but its exact location

From Mr. Syke's testimony upon the subject, we gather
the following interesting and reliable facts in regard
to it : Isaac Horner, who owned the land on the west
side of Black's Creek, by deed dated Dec. 3, 1713,
conveyed twelve and a half acres thereof to Daniel
Farnsworth.
Isaac Horner, Daniel Farnsworth, and
Joseph Borden, by a verbal agreement in 1722, con
templated building a forge there, and, after procuring
most of the material and laying the foundation, dis

creek on the original mill-dam
and
struck Main Street at an angle
above mentioned,
The road to Trenton very nearly
towards the town.
and'
followed the present Park Street for a distance,
and

it

Andrew Smith.
John Arnnel.
Iron Forge on Black's Creek.— We have abun
dant proof that an iron works or forge once existed
1698,

1699,

and of Burlington except by boats on the
The first road between Farnsworth and Bur

a

township

river.

BORDENTOWN.

a road

laid out from the

iron-works

to the town, and from Watson's ferry to
the town.
Both applications were granted. The lo
cations of the roads are so indefinite, "continuing
along a beaten path, ye nearest way towards Watson's
ferry unto Marmaduke Watson's field, unto ye side
hill,"
of a
that it is impossible to tell exactly where
It is quite probable though that the beaten
they run.
path very nearly followed where Park Street now
runs.

Joseph Borden, though he owned large tracts of
land, which doubtlessly were under cultivation, we
should judge from what we know of his life to have

been more inclined1 to active business pursuits than
to farming.
That he owned sailing boats upon the
river, established a line of stages and boats to ply be
tween Philadelphia and New Brunswick, and that he
kept a store we know.
The precise period in which
he first engaged in these pursuits, which at one time

he carried on all at once, it is difficult to arrive at.
Active business, however, being the bent of his mind,
with all the facilities and a fine opportunity for open
ing and carrying on an extensive trade with the sur
rounding country, it is very probable he established
a store for the purchase of produce and sale of mer
chandise not many years after he located here.
Referring to the township records we find the fol
lowing interesting items :
"March 10th, 1752. As there is money in bank for the Tons of Tho
Poor Tiss Agree'd To Take Soo Mutch of that money as will pay for the
Plank Gott To Repair Several BrigeB and Moore if it is wanted."
"March 13.1753. Wheareas Catron (Catharine) Powers (Alis) hilson
is Sent by the Township of New Hanover, into our town as a poor par
son Belonging to our Town Ship and we ConceiveShe Does not th- arefore have appointed Anthy. Woodward & Juda Williams or earther of
them to take Counsill and proseedon a Trial according ass the Counsill
proper."
and them SelvesShall Think

The War of the Revolution. — Bordentown, in com
mon with the other towns on the Delaware, suffered
considerably during our struggle for independence,
and her citizens

remained

patriotic

from first to last.

In December, 1776, a Hessian brigade, two thou
sand strong, entered and occupied Bordentown, Count
Where they en
Donop making it his headquarters.
camped is not known, but on account of the Ameri
can gondolas and galleys annoying them with roundshot whenever a favorable
opportunity
itself, it is probable they lay some distance
river.
During the Revolution the Hessians
esteemed the most desirable neighbors

presented
from the
were not

to have
around, especially by the Tories, who held British
protections.
a safeguard was presented them, they,

If

and continued their plun
appeal was made to their officers, of
course they could not or would not understand
so
no redress was obtained.
The orders of Gen. Howe
to Count Donop directed that "all salted and meal
provisions which may be judged to exceed the quan

of course, could not read

dering.

If an

it,

Bnrlington County to have

tity necessary for the subsistence of an ordinary fam
magazine of the enemy, and
shall be considered
seized for the King, and given to the troops as a
public.''
Under such an order the tea,
saving for the
sugar, preserves^ pickles, etc., of every Jerseyman be
came lawful prize, the captors being the judge of the

ily

necessary quantity

for the family subsistence.

In

fact

they took whatever they wanted, and the defenseless
inhabitants had quietly to submit to
to avoid in
sult and abuse. Whenever they suspected plate or
it,

it was a. foot- and horse-bridge, constructed by
subscription, for the accommodation of those who re
sided on the west side of the creek near the river.
In 1736 application was made to the surveyors of
that

treasures were in

house, they ransacked

it

From the absence of all notice
records, it seems most likely

it,

was one at that point.

of it in the township

a

although the author's experience has led him to place
but very limited reliance in tradition when it extends
back very many years, he is disposed to believe there

a

or want of inclination did not desire to go through
the town, but preferred a shorter cut to the ferry, it
is very reasonable to suppose a portion of this road,
that from Bellevue across the country, existed as a
short and more direct connecting link between the
mill-dam road and the ferry.
As to the bridge, al
though there is no data to prove its existence, and

It will be remembered the militia of the colony
of New Jersey was organized in 1775. Among the
officers in it of Bordentown and its environs we find
the names of Joseph Borden (2d), colonel First Regi
ment Burlington Militia ; William Shreve, first major,
lieutenant-colonel, and colonel First Regiment; Wil
liam Lewis, lieutenant-colonel
First Regiment; John
Van Emburgh, second major Second Regiment; and
John Black, paymaster.
Upon the reorganization of the Continental army
upon the basis of eighty-eight battalions, Congress
called upon New Jersey, Sept. 16, 1776, for four bat
In this the
talions, termed the Second Establishment.
Command of the Second Battalion was given to Col.
Israel Shreve, and in it we find Ensign John Shreve,
promoted to a second lieutenancy, Second Lieut. Na
thaniel Jenkins, promoted to first lieutenant, and
Ensign James Howell, all of Bordentown.

from gar

The grandfather of Miss Helen Oliver
at this time resided where Trout's City Hotel now is.
He was an ardent Whig, and of course legitimate
prey for them. Soon after they got their camp to
ret to cellar.

rights they had time to attend to business, so they
proceeded to pay their respects to Mr. Oliver. He,
however, having prudently left town, after burying
his hall-clock, with the silver and other valuables in
was not at home to do the honors of the house.
The Hessians, however, who were always noted for
it,

As it is likely that some traveling
by the township.
between Burlington and Trenton over the mill-dam
road above Horner's bridge on account of their load
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their affability of manners, waived this seeming
breach of etiquette and made themselves as much at
home as if Mr. Oliver had honored them with his
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After drinking his health in many bumpers
of his most excellent apple, they proceeded to inspect
They searched in vain for
his house and furniture.
the treasures, during which operation they ripped

presence.

open the beds, smashed the bureaus, pried open the
Irritated at
closets, and tore off the wainscoting.
their failure they vented their rage upon the furni
ture, paintings, pictures, and windows.
The officers themselves did not appear to have had
much compunction of conscience in regard to appro
The house of the
priating other people's property.

Hon. Francis Hopkinson was visited by them, his fine
library plundered, and many small articles of value
carried off.
Col. Oliver Hopkinson, the grandson of
Francis Hopkinson, and the present owner of the
Hopkinson mansion, has in his possession a quaint
old book, handsomely bound in red morocco and em
bellished with gilt, entitled " Discourses on Public
Occasions in America, by William Smith, D.D., Pro
vost of the College and Academy of Philadelphia,
second edition, London, MDCCLXII."
On a fly-leaf in the front is written in German,
Ewald, plundered on the 16th Dec, 1776, at Borden
town."
In English, " The Gift of the author to Fran
cis Hopkinson, Nov., 1764." Mem.—" This Book was
taken from my Library by a Hessian Captain, when
the Hessian Troops were in possession of Borden
town, in the year 1776, and was afterwards given to a
person in Philadelphia, who returned it to me.

"I

F. H."
In German,
was written
hand :

above the Hopkinson coat of arms,
by Capt. Ewald, in a short, cramped

" The

I

author of this book
had the happiness to
become acquainted with on the 24th of September,
near Philadelphia, where he possessed a fine countryseat.
He is Rector of the University of the City."
Below the arms: " This man was one of the great
est rebels, but considering his carefully selected li
brary, mechanical and mathematical instruments,
concluded he must also have been a very learned
man."

I

Below this is the motto of the Hopkinson family :
" Semper paratus" — Always ready. "
Francis Hop

kinson."

Capt. Ewald in the above shows signs of being
a gentleman, and he probably was, but what a rare
combination of qualities must have constituted his
mind.

Probably he

was a Hessian

gentleman.

He,

however, passed safely through many battles in the
Napoleonic war, and is said to have risen to the rank

of lieutenant-general, and probably died possessed of
a fine library.
A number of prominent Whigs of the town were
forced to leave upon the approach of the enemy, fear
ing personal violence or imprisonment. Among these
was Caleb Carman, who had espoused the patriot
cause with much ardor.
Placing his family cooking
utensils, bedding, and some few articles of furniture

in a Durham boat, he moved them to a cove on Duck
Island. He built over the boat a roof of boughs
thatched with reeds, and remained there until after
the battle of Trenton.
The neighboring farms for
miles around were liberally foraged upon, the Hes
sians drawing subsistence for man and horse from
After the capture of Gen. Eahl and his Hes
them.
sians at Trenton, the Hessians, under Count Donop,
evacuated Bordentown, and soon after it was occu
pied by fifteen hundred Americans under Gen. Mif

flin.
No military operations took place near Bordentown
in 1777, though we may suppose with the enemy on
the Delaware in such close proximity the citizens
were subject to frequent alarms of their approach.
On the 5th of December, 1777, the New Jersey Gazette,
the first newspaper printed in the State, was issued
in Trenton. In its subsequent issues we found a
number of interesting Bordentown
advertisements,
which give a very good idea of the town at that time :
" December26th, 1777.
" To Be Sold By Joseph Carson, at Bordentown a few hogsheadsof to
bacco,sugar in barrels, loaf sugar ditto, green tea in bottles, West India
rum in hogsheads,ivory combs,needles,and a few dozen of psalters,six
shamoys."
half piecessuperfine cloth, and eighteen piecesof striped

In January, 1778, notice is given in the Gazette
that Nathan Cranch, paymaster to the quartermas
ter-general, would open an office at Mr. Samuel
Prince's in Bordentown to settle the accounts on the
deputy quartermaster-general in New Jersey.
In April, 1778, a reward of eight dollars is offered
for the return of a negro slave, aged fourteen, who
was taken away by the Hessians

May

from Henry Budd,

13, 1778.

" Joseph Plowman, Pinmaker,
Begs leave to inform the Public, that he carries on the Pin-making
business in Bordentown; where he has for sale, pins, equal in quality
to any ever imported; likewise brass and iron knitting needles, ditto
hooks & eyes,&c, &c.
" N. B— He likewise makes paper
maker's moulds,draws musical and
sewing Wires."

Tradition says the inventor of pins resided at Bor
dentown, and carried on the manufacture of them
there. This undoubtedly originated from Plowman's
occupation, but his own advertisement, so far from
claiming to be the inventor, states that they are equal
to those imported.
Pins, however, were introduced
into general use very many years before, but of a
primitive style.
The country now was in the desperate struggle of
the Revolution, and the better to understand the
state of affairs then existing we quote the following
legislative extracts :

"

An act for regulating and limiting the price of
sundry articles of produce, manufacture, and trade,
and to prevent forestalling, regranting, and engross
ing."
Passed at Princeton, Dec. 11, 1777.
" One-half the grain
1777, Dec. 20.
to be threshed
out by the 1st of January, and the balance by the 1st
of March, and all not threshed out then to be seized
as

straw."

BORDENTOWN.
During the Revolution, while there was some slight
Tory element and a sprinkling of neutrals in Borden
town, the great mass of the people were strongly
Whig. Among these was a most active and zeal
ous band of patriots who never tired of serving their
country, and who inspired the whole neighborhood
to action.
Among the most prominent, and who are
entitled to the grateful remembrance of posterity,
were Francis Hopkinson, Col. Joseph Borden, Col.
Joseph Kirkbride, Capt. Joseph Borden, Jr., Col.
Oakey Hoagland, Col. Vandike, Caleb Carman,
Joseph Plowman, and gunsmith Jackaway.
Col. Borden, in a conversation with Col. Shreve, in
the winter of 1776-77, learned that an attempt was
made in New York Harbor to blow up the flag-ship
" Eagle," of Admiral Howe's
fleet, by means of a
" marine turtle" invented by David Bushnell, a me
chanic of Connecticut.1
He obtained some indefinite
idea of the machinery by which it was to be exploded.
When the British obtained possession of Philadel
phia, the fear that they would visit Bordentown and
the. anxiety of good patriots caused the colonel and
his friends to discuss various projects to annoy and
drive them from the river. This brought up the con
versation of Col. Shreve, but for want of knowledge
upon the subject it was impossible to construct a " tur
tle." At last Borden, Kirkbride, Hoagland, and Car
man conceived the idea of the kegs, but as none of
them were conversant with machinery they consulted
Joseph Plowman, the pin-maker. Plowman, who ap
pears to have been a good mechanic and an inventive
genius, readily undertook the job, and by means of
spring-locks,2 great pins
or spurs, etc., completed the
engines
that
formidable
were to spread such terror and
kegs3

The
among the English sailors.
were manufactured in Col. Borden's cooper-shop, situ
ated on the south side of Park street, back of Francis
Hopkinson's mansion. The spring-locks were made
by Jackaway, who kept a gun-shop at the corner of
consternation

Crosswicks and Main Streets, where Burr's store now
is. The blacksmithing was done by two brothers
named Bunting, whose shop stood at the southwest
corner of Main and Park Streets, opposite Col. Bor
They were charged with powder,
den's residence.
and furnished with machinery in such a manner that
on rubbing against any object they would immedi
Fastened together in pairs, if the
ately explode.

caught the bow of a vessel, they
its sides and exploded.
drawn
to
The kegs
would be
themselves could not be seen, being under water, but
They very
the buoys that floated them were visible.
connecting-rope

probably were put into the river near the foot of
1 Lossing's Field-Book of the Revolution, vol, ii. pages104,608.
2 Watson's Annals of Philadelphia, vol. ii. page 336.
BLo6Bing's Field-Book of the Revolution, vol. ii. page 104, says,
"In January some Whigs at Bordentown sent a number of kegs down
the Delaware, which were filled with powder,and furnished with ma
chinery in such a manner that on rubbing against any object in the
stream they would immediately explode. Watson'sAnnals, vol. ii. page
Bordentown."
335,says "the kegs were constructedat
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Park Street ; and when the fleet, numbering some
twenty odd, was ready, Carman successfully under
took to riilot them down the river to the neighbor
hood of the city.
They were intended for the de
struction of the British shipping, which all lay out in
the stream, moored in a long line the whole length of
the city.
It so happened that on the very night
when these kegs were towed down the vessels were
hauled into the docks, to avoid the effects of the ice
soon expected to form.
They thus escaped mischief.
Carman, who was accompanied by another person,
cut clear of their charge just above the city a little
before daylight on the 7th of January. The floats
attracted the attention of the crew of a barge, and
they attempting to take a keg up, it exploded and

killed four of them and wounded the rest.4 Soon
all the wharves and shipping were lined with sol
diers.
The alarm of the explosion set the whole
The citizens shut themselves in
city in commotion.
their houses. The " long roll" beat, and alarm-guns
were fired. The soldiers were stationed along the
wharves, and infantry and shipping opened fire, not
a chip or stick that floated on the river escaping

their attention. When the truth was found out about
the matter it was a source of much merriment
among the Whigs, and vexation to the British. The
result not realizing the expectations of Borden and
company, they looked upon it as a failure, and were
never particularly proud about it. Besides, policy
rendered it safest for them not to be known to the
enemy as the authors of it. This Battle of the Kegs,
though, furnished the theme for a facetious poem
from the pen of Francis Hopkinson, of Bordentown,
who, though he was cognizant of the particulars,
thought best to omit all names.

The British at this time were in possession of Phil
adelphia, and their close proximity by water we may
well suppose was a cause of anxiety to the patriots of
Bordentown.

The following extract from a letter to the Hon.
Francis Hopkinson, who resided in Bordentown, shows
he was not unmindful of its protection from the depre
dations of the enemy. It was never before published,
and is now in the possession of his grandson, Oliver
Hopkinson, Esq. :
" Head Quarters, Valley Forge.
" 27thJan., 1778.
,
" Sir : receivedyour favor of the 22ndInstant by Capt.
Alexander,
to whom have issued an order to take several piecesof cannon with
proper
a
supply of ammunition, that he, in conjunction with other
Gentlemenof the Navy, may endeavourto interrupt the Enemy's ship
ping in their Passageup and down the river.
" am Sir,
" Your most Obedient
Servant,
" G. Washington.
Hopkinson."
" Hon. Francis

I
I

I

No precaution, however, could save Bordentown
from the horrors of war and the depredations of a
barbarous enemy. In addition to the vessels which
4 Watson's Annals, vol. ii. page 336.

HISTORY OF BURLINGTON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

464

had been engaged in the defense of Fort Mifflin,
others had been commenced above Philadelphia, but
were not completed when the British obtained posses
sion of the river. To save these from the enemy, Wash
ington had directed them to be sunk in such a manner
This order was un
as to be raised with difficulty.

into submission, showed either a reckless disregard to
the lives of non-combatants or a high appreciation of
the valor of the Whigs of Bordentown.
Having sat
isfied themselves there was not much danger a reconnoitering party was sent on shore, and soon after the

Against these vessels and
fortunately disregarded.
expedition
was sent. At ten o'clock
Bordentown an
at night on the 7th of May, 1778, an expedition,
consisting of two row-galleys and three other armed

whole body was disembarked and massed on Main
Street, pickets being thrown out covering the town.
History teaches us that civil war engenders the
most bitter and deadly animosity among friends and
neighbors, but it would have been supposed in this

vessels, with twenty-four
ing six or eight hundred

But Bordentown,

flat-bottomed

vessels, carry
infantry, started from Phil
adelphia.
They had fair winds for ten miles of the
way, when a heavy rain set in, accompanied by a calm,
and they were obliged to row the remainder of the
distance.
Early the next morning the people of

White Hill, learning of their approach, set fire to the
" Washington" and " Effing
Continental
frigates,
ham,"
a large twenty-four-gun
ship, two armed priva
teers,

nine other ships, and thirteen

smaller vessels.

" Dickinson,"
Among the galleys burned were the
" Effingham," and " Rangers." About eleven o'clock

that morning the flotilla arrived opposite Bordentown.
From Burlington up they were followed along the
shore by a handful of militia, collected by and under
the command of Capt. Langhston Carlisle, First Bur
lington, who embraced every opportunity of annoy
ing them when they came within range of their mus
kets, and it seems very probable that some must have
been killed or wounded upon the crowded and unpro
tected flat-boats.

The militiamen, few in number, increased as they
up the banks of the Delaware until they
amounted to nearly one hundred.
They avoided
firing when near houses, and made no opposition to
the landing of the enemy at Bordentown, knowing
moved

they were powerless to defend the place, and not
wishing to exasperate them. The armed vessels hav
ing ranged up before the town, a row-galley moved
towards the mouth of Crosswicks Creek and took a
position to sweep Main Street. The street at this
time was not cut down to the river, but terminated in
a bold bluff. Elevating a gun they opened, the roundshot ricocheting along the street, fifty or a hundred
yards at a time. These shot in their bounds rise
comparatively but a few feet, go so slow they can be
followed by the eye, and look as if they could easily
be stopped. One of these shots in its bounds struck
against a stone, and glancing entered a doorway, and

striking Mrs. Isdell in the pit of the stomach instantly
killed her. She was sitting at the time in a rockingchair.
The skin was not broken, but the breath ap
pears to have been driven out of her by the concussion.
The house in which this occurred was a small onestory frame building, standing on the west side of
Main Street, south of Walnut, where Mrs. Ann Durell
now lives.
This cowardly act of so large a force, who
were unwilling to trust themselves on shore until they
had terrified the unprotected citizens of a small town

quiet little town

it would

not have gone to extremes.
true to human nature, proved no
exception to the rest of the world.
The British no
sooner landed than they found they had at least one
friend.
This was Miss Polly Richie, a young lady of
good family, fine accomplishments, and a little more
She was
dash than is generally considered requisite.

in Philadelphia,
a belle at the British Meschianza
pronounced by Maj. Andr6 "the most splendid en
general."
tertainment ever given by an army to its
Tradition represents her as quite handsome, and an
intimate friend of Gen. Arnold, who always had a
predilection for Tory ladies.
She resided on Main
Street, near where Dr. Irene Dupont Young's office
now is. It was this lady, the pretty dashing young
Tory, who urged the British officers to burn Col. Bor

den's houses and buildings, and pointed out those of
other prominent Whigs to be destroyed and plundered.
The enemy, however, did not appear to have needed
much urging.
Col. Borden's house and store, which
stood on the present site of Mrs. John L. McKnight's
mansion and grounds, were first plundered and then
committed to the flames. As Mrs. Borden, the mother

of Mrs. Francis Hopkinson, sat in the street on a box,
viewing the spreading of the flames, a British officer
approached and said kindly, "Madam,
have a
!" " Sir," was her
mother, and can feel for you
reply,
" I thank you, but I
assure you this is the happiest
feel assured you have given up
day of my life, for
the hope of conquering America, or you would not
thus wantonly devastate it." 1 While these buildings
were enwrapt in flames, and the dark columns of
smoke ascending on high were signaling the militia
to arms, the British were busily at work bent upon
the total destruction of Col. Borden's property.
An
other dwelling-house belonging to him, that stood on
the site of the present mansion of Garrit S. Cannon,
Esq., was fired, and with ten stables, carriage-houses,
and other outbuildings burnt to the ground, leaving
the west side of Main, from Park Street to the bluff,
*
a blackened desolation.
The property of Col. Borden
alone being destroyed, while that of other zealous
Whigs was spared, seems to create the impression that

I

I

the visit of the British to Bordentown was chiefly for
his especial punishment, on account of his connection
with the keg enterprise.
their intention was the
punishment of the patriots in general, why should

If

1Family tradition.

BORDENTOWN.
they have spared the mansion of Francis Hopkinson,
one of the most prominent civil leaders of the Revo
lution ? Why should they have spared all the other

Whigs of the town

Why give Burlington and Bris
salute?
The expedition was un
doubtedly chiefly sent to destroy the war vessels at
White Hill, but it landed at no other point upon the

tol but

?

a shotted

river but Bordentown

and Col. Kirkbride's, and it
private property but his and
Borden's.
The landing at Biles' Island, near the
Pennsylvania shore, was in a measure a military pre
destroyed

no other

caution, to ascertain the calibre and number of Dick
inson's guns. The statement made in many histories
that it was " against military stores collected at Bor
dentown"
we believe to be without foundation of
facts.

No military stores of any amount were on

If

property.
any had been found on any
It has
other, the building would have been burnt.
" a powder magazine at Borden
also been stated that
British,"
town was blown up by the
but we have failed

Borden's

to find any trace or tradition of it.
We think circum
stances favor the supposition that the enemy through
spies or Tories had obtained some knowledge from
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While the officers made some semblance of discoun
tenancing pillage among the men, it was committed iu
Food and liquors
a small way to a very great extent.
were demanded at nearly all the houses, and a denial
was generally resented by the breaking of windowand other petty acts of malice.
Inflamed with
the rum obtained at Col. Borden's store and other
places, they committed several cold-blooded murders.
sashes

Four militiamen, Robert Sutton, Joseph Gregory,
Edward Isdell, and another person, from Burlington,
having divested themselves of their arms and accou
trements, daringly entered the town and concealed
themselves in the tan-yard of Thomas Moore, near
the foot of Walnut street. They were discovered and
These men
cruelly murdered by the brutal soldiers.
were probably not aware that soldiers entering the
enemy's lines, divested of all signs of their profession,

subjected them to the fate of spies, — death. But they
undoubtedly denied being militia, and their captors

having no proof, it was a wanton and cruel act to
shoot them on the spot. Edward Isdell was of Bor
dentown, and by a strange coincidence was killed
soon after his mother was.

whence the kegs came, and naturally felt a desire to
punish the Whigs of the town for it. Miss Polly

A British spy, who had come from Philadelphia
with the troops, while quietly reposing on the river-

Richie, being of strong Tory proclivity, was probably

bank, was, through mistake, mortally wounded by his
After they left he was moved into a house,
friends.
and his sufferings alleviated as much as possible.

ostracised 'from society, and to revenge herself pointed
out the Bordens and Kirkbrides as the prime movers
in the affair.

The dwelling of Mr. Emley, an influential

Whig,

was also marked out for destruction, but the enemy

learning it had been sold they committed no other
mischief than breaking its window-sashes and doors
with the butts of their muskets.
The British officers dined at the dwelling of the
Hon. Francis Hopkinson.
Himself and family
were very wisely absent, but an excellent dinner
was provided by Miss Mary Comely, their house
keeper, a young lady of about eighteen years of age.

While they were there, information was given to her
that the soldiers were robbing the dwelling of her
mother and grandmother, on the opposite side of the
street, the same that is now owned and occupied by
John William McKnight, Esq. She went in and
privately cut a piece from the skirt of one of the sol
dier's coats. When the troops were formed, previous
to their departure, the thief, through the kind inter
ference of the officers, was identified by the hole in
By this means not only the prop
his regimentals.
erty of her relations was restored, but some belong
ing to her neighbors, which she had the art to claim,

and afterwards restored to the proper owners.
When the British approached, two Continental gal
leys lying near the town were moved up Crosswicks
Creek about a half-mile, and an attempt made to con

One of them was towed
ceal them in Bard's Creek.
up the creek, but the other grounded near its mouth,
thus revealing their presence. The enemy sent sev
eral armed boats up and boarded and burnt them.

After his death his protection

was found upon his

person.

Lieut.-Col. Oakey Hoagland, who kept a hotel at
the northeast corner of Main and Park Streets, op
posite Borden's burning buildings, was out with Col.
Borden raising the militia of the neighborhood.
His
wife took down the sign and shut the house up. But
the soldiers, who can scent liquor miles off, soon dis
covered it, and breaking in the doors revelled on the

Upon the ap
old Jamaica and New England rum.
proach of the enemy all the influential Whigs left the
town to avoid being carried off as prisoners or shot.
They secreted themselves in the neighboring woods,
where they could observe the enemy, and most of
them returned when Baylor's troops came up. A Whig,
however, named Carter, residing in the house now oc
cupied by Mr. Henry P. Arnel, on hearing the enemy
were approaching, determined to disarm their hostil
ity by a kind reception. He therefore killed a sheep
and told them he had some fresh mutton, and if they
would wait he would provide them as good a dinner

in his power. But before
Col. Baylor and his light-horse
proaching on the White Horse
beat for the troops to " fall in."
as was

the meal was ready
was discovered ap
road.
The drums

Strengthening their
pickets, they re-embarked, when, calling in the cover
ing party, they hauled out into the stream. Col. Baylor
approached the town very gradually, and offered no
molestation to them during their re-embarkation, fear
ing to provoke to fresh acts of destruction.
The din
ner prepared by friend Carter was partaken of by the
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who doubtlessly appreciated their good
luck. Secreting a few dismounted pickets along the
river-bank to observe the enemy, the command was
moved back out of sight, and in their relative posi

light-horse,

tions the adversaries remained during the night.
Immediately upon the reception of the intelligence
of the approach of the enemy, Gen. Dickinson or
dered out the militia to oppose them, they turning

The next morning, the
out with their usual spirit.
9th, he marched from Trenton, taking with him sev
eral pieces of artillery. The British in the mean
time had got under way, intending to make a descent
upon Trenton. They proceeded as far as Biles' Island,
the residence of Langhorne Biles, the father-in-law

of Col. Borden, and brother-in-law of Col. Kirkbride.
But here they met Gen. Dickinson, who opened upon
them with his guns with such effect that they were
forced to retire down the river, without inflicting any
damage upon the buildings on the island. Dickinson
sent a detachment down the river to oppose their
again landing, and on the way they captured a sloop
loaded with plunder, and six men who were aboard
"
of it. On this expedition Ben Brown, son of FoxJohn,"
piloted
the
Bristol
of
hunter
township, Pa.,

" Belle-

British forces up the river. He pointed out
the residence of Col. Joseph Kirkbride, on the

vue,"

Pennsylvania shore, opposite Bordentown.
Col. Kirk
bride was a most ardent Whig, and was actively
employed in collecting and forwarding recruits and
provisions to the army.
On the return of the British
down the river, they landed and burnt up everything

combustible on the premises, for which act Col. Kirk
bride held Ben Brown a refugee in Nova Scotia long
after the others of that class had liberty to return.
Late in the afternoon, as they passed Burlington, they
fired a number of round-shot into the town, one
striking the stable of Adam Shepherd.

When the British marched from Philadelphia to
Monmouth battle-fields, the main body under Lieut. Gen. Earl CornwaUis entered Bordentown early in
the day. A guard and a number of wagons were
sent to Col. Lewis' mills on Black's Creek, where
they seized all the grain and flour, and loading it up,
It
set fire to the building and utterly destroyed them.
was probably the largest and most complete mill in
West Jersey.
The column moved through the town,
the cavalry, infantry, and artillery passing along Main
and out Park Streets, and the train moving by the
short-cut road, passed Miss Nutt's over the fields to
the

drawbridge.1

In

the New Jersey Gazette of Oct. 14, 1778, is an ad
vertisement of Mr. Lewis descriptive of this mill, from
which we extract the following :
" For Sale,the ruins of a complete merchant mill, (destroyed by
the
British in their late march through New Jersey), situated on Black's
creek, a half mile from Bordentown, There yet remains a tolerable
good saw mill, thirty-seven by fifty-two feet and eighteen feet high.
It has two wheels and three pair of stones all running double geer'd.
1 See general history.

House four stories high furnishing granaries to hold 10,000bushels of
grain. Very large meal loft, room for boulting, chests, packing rooms,
storing flour, brand, shorts^&c. Ten feet nine inches head and fall.
Tide to mill. A flat boat has constantly carried 120barrels of flour. A
vesselcould load at mill-tail 200barrels of flour to Philadelphia. Plenty
of grain* can be procured in the neighborhood,besides down the Dela
ware in Durham boats, and from Philadelphia. Several neighboring
landings are on the creek and river. Near the mouth of the creek a
wharf from thence grain, flour, pork, lumber and other produce in large
quantities are continually shipped to Philadelphia, and at which a shal
lop carrying 300barrels of flour can load. An iron works was formerly
erected at this place, which was supplied with pig-iron from Durham
and other furnaces up the Delaware.
" Nathaniel Lewis,
" Wm. Lewis,
" Philadelphia."
" near CrosBwicks.

Some time about the close of the Revolutionary
Lewis' sons conveyed the property
war three of Mr.
to Amariah Farnsworth and another person jointly.
Farnsworth afterwards purchased his copartner's un
divided interest and became the sole owner of the
property.

From the New Jersey

Gazette,

April

30, 1783 :

" Bobdentown, April 28,1783.
" On Saturday, the 19th instant, the glorious peace of the 3d of Feb
ruary, 1783,was celebratedin this town, it being that day eight years
since hostilities commencedby the subjects of the King of Great Britain
upon the citizens of the United States of America, who have bravely
struggled through all the calamities of a bloody and destructivewar,
until, by the aid of a kind Providence they have obtained peaceand inde
pendence,the most desirable of all blessings.
" The gentlemen of the town and its vicinity met at Col. Oakey Hoagland's, at 12o'clock, where the Governor's proclamation was read; after
which 13cannons were fired, succeededby three huzzas of the people,
with every mark of real joy on that great occasion.
" At 3 o'clock they dined at Colonel Hoagland 's ; after which the fol
lowing toasts were drunk, accompanied by the discharge of artillery.
and small arms ;
"1. The glorious peaceof February 3d, 1783.
" 2. The United States of America.
"3. His Most Christian majesty.
"4. The United Provinces.
" 5. Gen. Washington and the army of tho United States.
" 6. General Greene.
"7. The American Commissionersat Paris.
" 8. Count de Rochambeau, and the French troops who served in
America.
" 9. The Marquis de la Fayette, and all such distinguished patriots.
" 10. All the brave Whigs of the United States of America.
"11. Agriculture, trade and navigation.
" 12. The memory of all thosewho have lost their lives in defenceof
our liberties.
" 13. The Governor and State of New Jersey; may she ever stand a
distinguished pattern of virtue, publick spirit and strict justice to all
who have generously supported her in the hour of distress.
"At 7 o'clock in the evening the houseswere beautifully illuminated,
and in particular the house and academyof the Rev. Burges Allison,
whose windows were ingeniously decorated with the following trans
parent paintings.
" 1st. The sun in its meridian splendor,shedding his rays on the seg
ment of a globe comprehendingNorth America, with this motto: ' Shine
on this happy land.'

"2d. The portrait of His Excellency Gen. Washington, encompassed
with 13 stars, representing the United States of America, with the
froe,'
motto: 'Independent, united, and
above, and 'Success to our
allies,'
below.
represented
implements
of
"3d. Peace,
by
husbandry, and a dovewith
an olive branch, motto: 'They Bhall beat their swords into ploughshares,
pruning-hooks.'
spears
and
into
" 4th. Plenty, representedby two cornucopiasof fruit and flowers, the
cornuasupporting a festoon,two wheat-sheaves,and a basket of fruit.
"5th. The crown of France in the middle of three Jleur de lis, with
XVIth.'
this motto: 'Long live Louis the
"6th. A trophy adorned with the British arms, drums, inverted

BORDENTOWN.
foes,'
over which was 'Fame' fly
standards,motto: "The spoils of our
ing, with a label from her trumpet, ' America shall be free.'
"7th. Britannia, sitting in a disconsolate posture, pointing at her
America;'
broken spear,says,by a label, ' Alas ! I've lost
Mars, stand
ing with his sword extendedover her head,and saying, per label, ' I've
pride.'
humbled thy
" 8th. America, in the figure of an Indian, with his bow and arrow by
his side,and the British crown carelessly lying at his feet, Mercury
standing by him with a laurel crown, saying, per label, 'The laurels
thou hast won.'
"The whole making a very brilliant appearance,and affording the
mostpleasingand agreeableentertainmentto the spectators. The even
ing closedwith a ball for the further entertainmentof the ladies of the
town, and thus, with the greatestgood and decorum,endedthe celebra
tion of peace,which God grant msy long continue to blessour land, and
of which we most sincerely congratulate the citizensof the United States
of America."
„

Capt. Joseph Borden. — On the 16th of Octo
ber, 1788, Capt. Joseph Borden, Jr., died at his
residence in Bordentown.
He was born in 1755, and
died at the early age of thirty-three years. He was
the only son of the only son of him who gave his
name to the city, and the male line of our city's
patron became extinct at his death.
He married
Mary, daughter of Langhorn Biles, who resided near

Morrisville, Bucks Co., Pa., and who married a sister
Capt. Borden was an ardent
of Col. Kirkbride.
patriot, and during the Revolutionary war raised and
commanded the Burlington County troop of lighthorse, and held, we are under the impression, at the
same time the commission of quartermaster of the

militia.

Upon

a number

of occasions he rendered

important

service to the cause, particularly in scour
ing the country after Tories, refugees, and Pine
When Washington was preparing for the
robbers.
surprise at Germantown, and Gen. David Forman
marched at the head of nine hundred Jersey militia
assistance,1
Capt.
and Continental stragglers to his
accompanied
him as quartermaster, and du
Borden

ring the battle, while acting as an aide, received a
musket-wound from which he never fully recovered.
It is traditional in his family that his death was
hastened by this wound, and although eleven years
passed before his death, it annoyed him much.
The
line of his duty as quartermaster did not call him to
the battle-field, but to the train in the rear, and
nothing could more clearly show his spirit, courage,
and sense of duty to his country than his volunteering
upon the staff of Gen. Forman in the hour of battle.
During the intervals between his services in the field,
which ceased with the action at Germantown, and
until the close of the war, he held several important
civil trusts, one as United States loan officer, and
another as commissioner of the Court of Inquisition
to try cases of disloyalty to the State. It is very
probable, with his father's extensive transactions as
proprietor of a line of stages and boats between Phil
adelphia and New York, his store, cooper-shop, etc.,
he was a partner, but we have no proof of this. As
he died possessed of a considerable estate, it is pre1Adjt.-Gen. Stryker—verbal.
30

467

he was engaged in some active business.
From the responsible office of Commissioner of the
Court of Inquisition he held, his well-worded letters,
and fair handwriting, there is every indication he
possessed a very liberal education.
He left one child,
Elizabeth Borden, who, after the death of her mother,
inherited his estate.
She married Azariah Hunt, of
Hopewell township, Mercer Co. ; had seven children,
sumable

one of whom, Mrs. Mary B. Pearson, still resides on
the old homestead on a bold bluff overlooking the
Crosswicks.
Adjt.-Gen. Stryker, in his " Washington's Recep
1789,"
tion by the People of New Jersey in
says,
" Mrs. Mary Borden, widow of Captain Joseph Bor
den,"
was one of "the matrons who assembled at the
Ewing,"
" took charge of the
house of James
and
beautiful ceremonies on that occasion."
that

Also
" Miss Elizabeth
Borden, only daughter of Captain
Borden,"
was one of the thirteen young ladies who

represented the several States upon the same occa
sion, and that she was about thirteen years of age at
that time.

Judge Joseph Borden. — On

the 8th of April,
Judge Joseph Borden died at his residence at
the southeasterly corner of Farnsworth Avenue and
Park Street. He was born in 1719, and at his death
was in his seventy-second year. He married Eliza
From early
beth, daughter of Marmaduke Watson.
he was engaged in active business pursuits
with his father, upon whose death, which occurred in
1765, he assumed the entire control of the stage and
boat line between Philadelphia and New York.
These he managed, probably conjointly with his son,
with great activity and energy until January, 1788,
when his advanced years and the declining health of
his son, Capt. Borden, caused him to retire from
business life.
During the war, whenever the State
was clear of the enemy, and both cities were in pos
session of the Americans, he continued the trips of
his line.
He was also engaged for many years in
merchandising on an extensive scale. Having come
into possession of a large landed estate in and around
Bordentown upon the death of his father, he continued
the scheme of laying out and opening streets, and
cutting up the ground into building lots. From the
earliest commencement of the Revolutionary strug
gle he espoused the patriot cause with ardor.
He
was chosen a member2 of the first Eevolutionary con
vention that met at New Brunswick, July 2, 1774, to
elect delegates to represent New Jersey in the first
Continental
Congress, and was by it chosen one of
the Committee of Correspondence.
This committee
was one of great importance.
In February, 1775, he was chosen one of the Com
mittee of Observation for Burlington County, and also
Congress3
a member of the Provincial
that met at
Trenton in May, June, and August of that year. By
1791,

2 Gordon's Hist. N. J., p. 166.

3 Ibid., p. 164.
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this Congress he was appointed one of the Committee
recess.1
as an executive body during
In this same year we find him colonel of the First

of Safety, to act

Burlington militia, which position he held
Sept.
until
28, 1776, when he resigned to accept that
of judge of the Court of Common Pleas, to which he
was appointed Sept. 11, 1776, and reappointed Sept.
He also, Sept. 28, 1776, was appointed
28, 1781.
Regiment

In this latter position he rendered
most efficient service in collecting stores and provis
ions for the army ; his great business qualifications,
his knowledge of the resources of the county, his ac

quartermaster.

of the city. But little is known to
the author of his pursuits in early manhood.
From
among the unpublished letters of the American Philo
sophical Society, however, is taken the following in
attorney-general

teresting extract, that refers to that period :

"

I

have finished the translation of the Psalms of
David, to the great satisfaction of the Dutch congre
gation at New York and they have paid me £145 their
intend to keep as a Body Reserve
currency, which
in Case should go to England.
" Your Sincere

I

"&

tivity and untiring zeal rendering him a most efficient

possessed a liberal education and was
man. Tradition represents him as tall
of stature and possessed of the port of a courteous
gentleman.
The important offices he held shows

Col. Borden

a well-read

he possessed the confidence of the community, and
that he was the leading spirit of the neighborhood.
He died possessed of a large estate, both real and
personal.
His only son, Capt. Borden, died some
two years and a half before him.
His two and
only daughters both had the rare honor of marrying
signers of the Declaration

of Independence.

Ann

married Francis Hopkinson, famed as a poet, artist,
and statesman ; and Maria, Thomas McKean. His
widow, Elizabeth, survived him sixteen years, dying
in 1807, in her eighty-second year.

Francis Hopkinson.— Thomas Hopkinson, the
founder of the Hopkinson family in America, and
father of the eminent Francis, was born in London in
April, 1709. He came to this country while young,
and married Mary Johnson, the niece of the Bishop
of Worcester, England, in 1736. He possessed a fine
genius and finished education, having been a student
He was distinguished for his classical at
at Oxford.
tainments, general learning, the brilliancy of his con
versation, and his fondness for philosophical

studies.

He was judge of the Court of Admiralty, was a mem
Junto,"
ber of the literary society called the "
and
president
of the American Philo
afterwards the first

sophical Society.

Thomas Hopkinson died at early age, leaving a
widow and several children, of whom Francis, then

not more than fourteen years old, was the eldest.
His baptism is thus given in the register of Christ's
Church : " Francis S. (son) of Thomls & Mary Hop
kinson, aged 7 weeks, 12 Nov. 1737, 0. S." He grad

much obliged Friend

•

"Phila., Dec. 13th, 1765."

officer.

Early in January, 1778, he was one of the prime
This act
movers in the celebrated keg enterprise.
shows his patriotism and ardor, and dearly did he pay
for it in the utter destruction of everything combus
tible which be owned within reach of the enemy.

I

"Fras. Hopkinson.

The title of the translation referred to in this letter
" The Psalms of David, with the ten command
ments, Creed, Lord's Prayer, &c, in metre. Also the
Catechism, Confession of Faith, Liturgy, &c. Trans
lated from the Dutch for the use of the Reformed
Protestant Dutch Church of the city of New York.
1767."
1. 6 mo., New York,
Iu 1766 he embarked for England for the purpose
of visiting the land of his fathers. Such was the es
timation in which he was held in his native city that
he received a public expression of respect and affec
tion from the board of trustees of the college of
Philadelphia, which the provost of that institution
was desired to commuuicate him, and wish him in
behalf of his Alma Mater a safe voyage. He resided
is :

there for about two years, and appears to have spent
much of his time in Hartlebury Castle, the palace of
his relative, the Lord Bishop of Worcester.
In the
edition of his works in three volumes, 1792, and now
become a rare boob, we find several poems dated at
that place in 1766 and 1767.

Francis Hopkinson returned to America probably
in the latter part of 1767. About this time he became
acquainted with Miss Borden, for whom he formed an
ardent attachment.

Miss Borden, the daughter of Judge Joseph Borden,
like her sister Maria, who married Governor Thomas
McKean, was said to be one of the most beautiful
ladies of New Jersey. In the fall they were married.2

In

the Pennsylvania

No.

Chronicle

and

Universal Adver

Monday, Sept. 5, 1768, we find the
following announcement of the marriage :
tiser,

86, for

" Bordentown,Sept.3.
"On Thursday last FRANCIS
HOPKINSON, Esq. of Philadelphia,
wasjoined in the Velvet Bands of Hymen, to MISS NANCY BORDEN,
of this place, a lady amiable both for her internal as well as external
Accomplishments,and in the Words of a celebratedPoet:
" ' Withoutall shining,and
within all white,
Pure to thesense,andpleasingto thesight.'"

His

acknowledged

talents soon attracted the atten

uated at the College of Philadelphia, having been the
first student who entered that institution, and after
wards studied law under Benjamin Chew, Esq., then

tion of the royal government, from which he received
the appointment of collector of the customs of the

1 Mulford's Hist, of N. J., p. 406.

2 Christ Church Records: ' 1768,Sept.1, Francis Hopkinson,
Esq., and
Ann Borden."

BORDENTOWN.

same month he was appointed by Governor Living
ston third justice of the State of New Jersey, which
position he held until 1779.2 In that year the Presi
dent of the State of Pennsylvania
nominated Mr.
Hopkinson a judge of the Court of Admiralty of that
State, to which office he was unanimously appointed

by the Council, and the duties of which for ten years,
until the organization of the Federal government, he
continued to discharge with honor to himself and
benefit to his country.
It is rather singular that both of Judge Borden's
sons-in-law, Francis Hopkinson and Governor Mc
Kean, should have enjoyed the rare honor of being
claimed as citizens of two independent States at the

same time.

' Nov. 6,1776. Lossing's Field-Book, vol. ii. p. 637.
» Gordon, Hist. N. J., p. 236.

materially contributed during the Revolution in rous
The chief means by
ing the feelings of the people.
which he accomplished this was the employment of
his power of satire, which he possessed }n an uncom
mon degree.
The manuscript

of the edition

of Hopkinson's

works in 1792 was probably finished by him a short
time before his death. The originals, in five wellbound volumes, each bearing his book-plate, are in
the American Philosophical Society.
The writing is
on both sides of the page, and was doubtless copied
from the earlier manuscript articles of his, published
by him in the newspapers and magazines of the day,
as there are other duplicate manuscripts in existence
of some at least of those writings.
There are few
erasures or interlineations in these volumes, they pre

senting a neat and graceful appearance.
But little has ever been written of Mr. Hopkinson
as an artist, yet he was of no mean ability.
The in

creasing interest manifested in early American art
and its history will eventually place this phase of
his character in its proper light. In colored crayons
he excelled, and the finest example of hi3 talent, a

work of real artistic merit, is referred to in an article
Record," maga
in " Lossing's American Historical
a
zine published March, 1874, where a very fair wood
cut is given of the original picture, which is life-size.
John Adams, in a letter written in Philadelphia to
his wife, Aug. 20, 1776, says, " Mr. Hopkinson has
taken in crayon, with his own hand, a picture of Miss
Keys, a famous New Jersey beauty.
He talks of
bringing it to town, and in that case shall see

I

hope."

I

prepare a great seal of the State, and was chosen by
committee to superintend its execution.
The

that

Although Francis Hopkinson occupied a high posi
tion among the statesmen and patriots of his time, it
is as a writer he claims our special notice.
He very

it,

year.1
a salary of fifteen hundred dollars a
In September of the same year he was appointed
one of the committee by the first Legislature of inde
pendent New Jersey, then sitting at Princeton, to

sta

Dusimitiere, a citizen of Geneva, resided in Phila
delphia during the Revolutionary period, an artist
and collector of pamphlets, coins, minerals, etc.,

Collection,"
writes in his " Manuscript
under date of
" xber, 1774—
miniature of the late Mr. Jenifer, of
Maryland, from a crayon picture done by Mr. Hop
kinson."

Another picture in colored crayon
in the posses
greatsion of Miss Smith, of Washington,
D. C,
granddaughter of Francis Hopkinson.
a

in maritime affairs to execute the business of the navy,
under the name of " The Continental Navy Board."
Francis Hopkinson was appointed one of the three, at

and dignified

is

made their duties very vexatious, and often inefficient.
Finally it resolved to select three persons well skilled

This was an important

tion, for which he was admirably fitted, and in which
capacity he assisted in giving stability and dignity to
the national government.

Mr. Hopkinson was also fine musician, and com
airs for his own songs.
In the Na
tional Portrait Gallery, 1836, appeared
sketch of
him from the pen of his son, Judge Joseph Hopkin
son. In the last part of the article the author says
" He was musician of high grade
in his performa

strument.
Congress appointed a marine committee to manage
the affairs of the navy.
Want of professional skill

sylvania.

posed popular

a

this period he took up his residence in Bordentown,
At that
residing in the present Hopkinson mansion.
time, when the citizens of the embryo nation were
searching for their purest and best men to whom they
could intrust the fate of their country and their own
welfare, his abilities and patriotism pointed him out
as a proper person to represent them in Congress.
On the 21st of June the Provincial Congress, then iu
session at Burlington, chose Richard Stockton, Fran
cis Hopkinson, John Witherspoon, D.D., LL.D., John
Hart, and Abraham Clark as their delegation. It
would seem that Francis Hopkinson was the leading
spirit of this delegation, at least it is certain that on
the 28th of June he presented to the Continental Con
gress instructions from the Provincial Congress of
New Jersey empowering him and his colleagues to
join in declaring the United Colonies independent of
Great Britain, and on the journal of Congress the
name of none of the delegates excepting him appears
between the 21st of June and the 4th of July. He
voted for the Declaration of Independence, and, with
the others, affixed his signature to that immortal in

Soon after the adoption of the Federal Constitution,
Washington appointed Mr. Hopkinson to
the office of United States district judge for Penn
President

a

These
offices, however, he did not long hold, being obliged
to sacrifice them in the cause of his country.
He en
tered with strong feelings into the public measures
which preceded the Revolutionary contest. About

a

port of Philadelphia and executive counselor.
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ance on the harpsichord, and composed some songs
which were well received."
Signers,"
by the Rev.
From the "Lives of the
page
224-25, we extract
Charles A. Goodrich, 1829,

" In stature Mr. Hopkinson was below
the following :
His countenance was extremely
the common size.
animated, though his features were small. In speech
he was fluent, and in his motions he was unusually
quick.
Few men were kinder in their disposition, or
more benevolent in tbeir lives. He was distinguished
for his powers of taste, and for his love and devotion
to science. He possessed a library which contained
the most distinguished
literary productions of the
times ; and in his library-room was to be found a col
lection of scientific apparatus, with which he amused
himself in his leisure hours, and added greatly to his
knowledge."
stock of

Mr. Hopkinson died on the 9th of. May, 1791, in
the fifty-third year of his age, of an apoplectic fit of
two hours' duration.
He left a widow and five chil
dren.

Judge Joseph Hopkinson. — Joseph Hopkinson,

son of the eminent

Francis, was born in Philadel

phia, Nov. 12, 1770, and died there on the 15th of
January, 1842. He was best known as the author of
Columbia,"
adopted in meas
our national song, " Hail
March."
to
an
air
entitled
"The
President's
ure
Judge Hopkinson was for many years the confiden

tial friend of Joseph Bonaparte, and during his ab
sence in Europe always managed his affairs.
He was
designated by the count, in connection with Mailliard,
an executor of his estate in America, they having full
power to act jointly or separately in all matters per
taining to the will. Mr. Hopkinson, however, died
before the count. As a memento of friendship the
count in his will left Mr. Hopkinson a round basrelief of marble representing Gen. Bonaparte as
First Consul, which was forwarded to him before his
death.

The degree of LL.D. was conferred upon him by
Jersey,"
"the College of New
in 1811.
Joseph Hopkinson married in Philadelphia, Feb.

Princeton,
27, 1794,

Emily Mifflin. Their children were Thomas

Mifflin, Francis, James, who died young ; Elizabeth,
who married William Biddle, of Philadelphia; John
P. Joseph, who died young; Alexander H, Emily,
George, James, Oliver, Edward C, and Joseph.
All
are now dead but Mrs. Biddle and Oliver.
Francis
married Miss Ann Biddle, of Philadelphia, and died
at Bordentown, June 2, 1870.
He was at the time of
his decease in the seventy-fifth year of his age.
Francis resided in the old Hopkinson house on
Park Street, near the park, now occupied by his son

Thomas Hopkinson.
Another son, Alexander Ham
ilton, a young lawyer of much promise, died in 1861.
The youngest son, Charles Biddle Hopkinson, was
born Jan. 21, 1834.
When the war for the Union
broke out, although of delicate physical organization,
he deemed it a duty he owed to his country to fight

in its cause. In September, 1861, he recruited a com
of soldiers at Bordentown, which afterwards
was Company C of the Ninth Eegiment Infantry,
New Jersey Volunteers, Col. Allen, going into Camp
Olden, near Trenton, in October.
On the 6th of De
cember he arrived with his company and regiment at
pany

Washington,

and was stationed

turnpike until January,

on the Bladensburg

On the 12th of that
month they sailed from Fortress Monroe with the fa
mous Burnside expedition, and after having lost their
lamented colonel, they on the 7th of February sailed
up Pamlico Sound, and landed on Roanoke Island,
N. C. Skirmishing that day with the enemy, on the
morrow they were engaged in heavy battle, victory
crowning their baptism .of fire. In this battle Capt.
Hopkinson acted with distinguished
coolness and
bravery.
Lying in the swamps of Roanoke in this
cold and wet season of the year, the captain was taken
down with typhoid fever, and sent North. Upon his
1862.

recovery he immediately returned to his command,
then at Beaufort, and soon after was appointed on
The fever, however, of
the staff of Gen. Gibbons.

which he had "recovered, left him enfeebled in health,
which hardship and exposure in the field did not im
prove, and being sent North again he was discharged
on a surgeon's certificate of physical disability. He
never afterwards fully recovered his health, and died
Capt. Hopkinson,
at Bordentown, June 26, 1870.
who was a gentleman by nature, was possessed of
many fine qualities of mind and heart, and was en
deared to many warm friends.
Anna and Emily, the daughters

of Francis, were
married, the former to the Rev. Dr. Edward A. Foggo,
rector of Christ Church", Philadelphia, and the latter
to A. C. Scovel, counselor, Camden, N. J.
Lieut. Alexander Hamilton
States navy, died in

"Java,"

July,

Hopkinson, United

1827, on board

the frigate

while that vessel was cruising in the Medi
terranean, and was buried on the island of Milo,
where his brother-officers
ment to mark his grave.

erected a handsome

monu

Midshipman Edward Hopkinson, United States
killed when but seventeen

navy, was accidentally
years of age.

Oliver, the only surviving son of Judge Joseph
Hopkinson, served as lieutenant-colonel of the First
Regiment Infantry, Delaware Volunteers, and was
wounded at the battle of Antietam. He resides in
Philadelphia, but still retains the old Hopkinson
mansion at Bordentown,
where with his family he
usually spends the summer months.
Thomas Paine. — Among the celebrated men who
resided for a time in Bordentown was Thomas Paine.
The following extract from a letter of his to a lady at
New York would seem to indicate he looked upon
Bordentown almost as he did his home in New York :

"I

had rather see my horse, Button,

of Bordentown or Morrisania than
Europe."
and show of

eating the grass
see

all the pomp

BORDENTOWN.

It

has been stated in several lives of Mr. Paine that
the State of New Jersey presented to him an estate at
Bordentown.
This is a mistake. Mr. Paine owned
a house and lot at the northwesterly corner of Farns
worth Avenue and Church Street, and some meadow-
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days'
to America. . . . When the nine
wonder had
expired in Washington and the inhabitants had grown
tired of staring at Paine and pelting him with abuse,
he betook himself to New York.
On his way thither
he met with an adventure which shows the kind of
martyrdom suffered by this political and religious

land near by.
The tradition of Bordentown in relation to Mr.
Paine is pretty full, and differs in tone with all we
have conversed with but little. Quite a number of
persons are now living who remember hearing their
parents speak of seeing and conversing with him.
He is generally represented as dirty in his person,
slovenly in his dress, and free to converse with any
proper person who approached him. Deborah Apple-

He had stopped at Bordentown, in New
Jersey, to look at a small place he owned there, and
to visit an old friend and correspondent, Col. Kirk
When he departed the colonel drove him
bride.
over to Trenton, to take the stage-coach.
But in
Trenton the Federal and religious party had the
upper hand, and when Paine applied at the booking-

gate at that time kept the tavern now owned

him

by John
House. This

J. Rogers, and known as the Washington
place was Mr. Paine's principal resort, and here he
had many contests with the gentlemen whom he met.
It must be remembered in the olden days taverns
were not dignified with the name of hotels, and were
not frequented by promiscuous customers, but were
the resort of gentlemen of means principally. Fur
nished with ample arm-chairs and tables, they pos
sessed some of the comforts of club-rooms, and the
conversations
or arguments were conducted with
great decorum. Mr. Paine was too much occupied in

literary pursuits and writing to spend a great deal of
his time here, but he generally paid several visits
during the day. His drink was invariably brandy.

In walking

he was generally
absorbed in deep
thought, seldom noticed any one he passed, unless
spoken to, and in going from his house to the tavern
was frequently observed to cross the street several
times. It is stated that several members of church
were turned from their faith by him, and on this ac
count and the general feeling of the community

against him for his opinions

upon religious

subjects

he was by the mass of the people held in odium,
which feeling to some extent was extended to Col.
Kirkbride, who, though, was known by all to be a
Christian.
Miss Maria H. Nutt, who is a grand
daughter of Col. Kirkbride's sister, related to the

heretic.

office for a seat to New

In

dispute.

It should be remembered that Mr. Paine wrote and
published the " Age of Reason" in Paris during the
French Revolution in 1794 and 1795, and it exactly
suited that atmosphere.
It cannot be denied the
"Age of Reason" was the death-knell of Mr. Paine's
popularity in America.
Mr. Paine died in New York, June 8, 1809, in his
seventy-third year. He was buried at his farm at
New Rochelle, the gift of the State of New York, and
ten years afterwards his bones were resurrected hy
William Cobbett and taken to England. By his will
Madame Bonneville, her husband and family were
left his principal legatees.
Col. Joseph Kirkbride. — On the 26th day of
October, 1803, died Col. Joseph Kirkbride, a pure
patriot

and Christian gentleman of the Revolution.
great-grandparents, of Scottish origin, were Mat
thew and Magdalen Kirkbride, of the parish and

town

house."

In the same magazine for July, 1859, we find the
following anecdote in regard to his last visit to this
place : " Iu October, 1802, Paine made his second visit

Let us try and be just and impartial even to

those we condemn.

in-law, Mr. Samuel Rogers, who then resided at Bellevue, the present residence of Miss Nutt. Upon intro
ducing Mr. Paine, Mr. Rogers refused to take his
Eogers'
This was in Mr.
own house.
hand.
In an article in the Atlantic Monthly for November,
" Tom Paine's First Appearance in
1859, entitled

the author says, "Until the spring of
Paine spent his time in Philadelphia or in Bor
dentown, writing occasionally on subjects which in
terested him, and indulging his taste for scientific
speculations in the company of Franklin and Ritten-

regard to Mr. Paine it is but just and right that

such men as Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, and
others, about whose good judgment there can be no

His

1787,

the agent refused to sell

the eminent services he rendered to the cause of in
dependence should be full}' appreciated. He certainly
had his claims to the national gratitude recognized by

author a family tradition that one evening the colonel,
accompanied by Mr. Paine, called upon his brother-

America,"

York

Moreover a crowd collected about his
lodgings, who growned dismally when he drove away
with his friend, while a band of musicians provided
'
for the occasion played the Rogue's March.' "x
one.

of Kirkbride,

twelve miles west of Carlisle,
England. They became united
with the Society of Friends early after its rise in
Soon after that the province of Pennsylvania
1652.
Cumberland

Co.,

became a household

word among the sect, and his
grandfather, Joseph Kirkbride, the founder of the
family in America, then a youth of nineteen, ran
away from his'master, and started for the New World

with a little wallet of clothing and a flail. He ar
Factor,"
rived safely at Chester Creek, in the " British
Roger Drew, commander, on the 11th of December,
1681.2
He was soon taken into the employ of the
t The author is indebted for the extracts from the Atlantic Monthlyto
William John Potts, Camden,N. J.
2 Proud's Hist, of Penn., vol. i. page 193.
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at Penn's Manor, opposite Bordentown, but
his stay was not of long duration, he crossing the
While in Pennsylvania
Delaware into West Jersey.
he, however, formed an attachment for Phcebe, the
daughter of Randall Blackshaw, a large landed pro
proprietor

and on the 14th of the 1st
month, 1688, they were united in marriage at the
Friends' Meeting at the Falls. Phcebe lived but a
On the
few years, leaving several young children.
17th of December, 1702, he married Sarah, the daugh

prietor of Bucks County,

of honor, and a sincere Christian, he was one of the
He was
noblest men that Bordentown ever possessed.
buried on the bluff overlooking Black's Creek, in the
old Borden ground.
His funeral was attended by
many distinguished gentlemen of the State, and a
large marble slab marks his grave. The following
appropriate inscription is engraved upon the stone :
" This shall commemorate
the virtues of
Col. Joseph KiBKBBinE,
for
he was a patriot who zealously served
his Country in the
Armies and Councils
during the Revolution of
1776.
He was a citizen who faithfully performed
the duties of social life,
and he was
an honest man, who in his thoughts,
words, and actions
Illustrated the noblest work of God.
years."
Died Oct. 26th, 1803,aged 72

He
ter of Mahlon and Rebecca Stacy, of the Falls.
was one of the commissioners in 1710 to run the
boundary line between New Jersey and New York,
and in 1719 was a member of the West Jersey Assem
bly. He died in the early part of the 1st month, 1737,
aged seventy-five years.

dentown, they did not forget Col. Kirkbride.
After
destroying everything belonging to the Bordens and
attempting Trenton, they landed at Bellevue and
burnt everything combustible.
He made Borden
town his residence soon after the destruction of his
property.
Not many years after he moved to Borden
town he married Miss Mary Rogers, of AUentown,
Monmouth County, who was a sister of Samuel Rog

Mary Kirkbride, a sister of the
Somewhere about 1780, Col. Kirkbride pur
chased of Joseph Borden a portion of the Hill Top.
Upon this he erected the dwelling-house which now
forma part of the college building.
ers,

who married

colonel.

Tradition represents him as a tall, well-formed man,
with a large, old-style head and prominent features.
With his cocked hat and half-military dress of those
days, his frilled shirt and ruffled sleeves, his dignified
bearing and courteous manners, he presented a striking
and stately appearance.
Well read, liberal and en
larged in his views, high-minded and
gallant, the soul
1Clark's Naval History of the United
States,vol. i. p. 85.

Main Street near the intersection of the two streets.
There was also the direct road from this point past
Miss Nutt's to Watson's Ferry, where the Camden
and Amboy Railroad bridge now crosses Cross
wicks Creek.
This road, we think, was never regu
larly laid out and opened. From Crosswicks Creek
southward

almost to Crosswicks Street, and coming
up to the east line of Second Street, was a
heavy wood. Near the foot of Walnut Street, and on
the south side of
was Moor's tan-yard, where the
four militiamen were murdered by the British soldiers.
On the east side of Second Street and north of the line
of Graveyard Alley was Carman's tan-yard, and some
nearly

distance east of this and north of the line of the rail
road was another tan-yard, but we are not certain of
its existence at this early period.
On Second Street,
cider-press
directly opposite Graveyard Alley, was
and still-house.
Col. Oakey Hoagland kept
tavern
at the northeasterly corner of Main and Market Streets,
and
one at the northeasterly corner of Main
Street and Crosswicks road.
The whipping-post and
stocks stood on an open lot belonging to William Nor
a

substitutes, arms, ammunition, stores,
He was soon promoted
blankets, etc., for the army.
to the rank of colonel.
In May, 1778, when the British flotilla under Capt.
Henry, with an infantry force under Maj. Maitland,1
ascended the Delaware to punish the Whigs of Bor

a

ing recruits,

cross, on the south side of Market, west of Main
Street.
In 1803 the sentiment of the people was so
much opposed to this relic of barbarism that two
young men one night cut it, up, and
was never
erected again.
The present Friends' meeting-house
was standing at that time, and on the site of the Bap

it

great zeal. Early in the war he was appointed lieu
tenant of Bucks County, and was engaged in collect

it,

management of the farm and slaves devolved almost
The period of the Revolution
exclusively upon him.
found him a well-to-do and prosperous farmer, pos
sessed of the confidence and esteem of his neighbors.
He early espoused the cause of independence with

During the Revolution the thoroughfares of Bor
consisted of Main Street, now Farnsworth
Avenue; Market, now Park Street; Graveyard, or
Meeting-house Alley, now Church Street ; Crosswicks
road, now Street ; Second Street, and Walnut Street.
At the foot of the latter two roads forked off to the
right and left, leading to Black's Creek, one to the
small bridge that crossed that stream near its mouth.
The Burlington road came in over the mill-dam bridge,
above the present Burlington Street, and entered
dentown

,

Joseph Kirkbride, the second, a son by the Black
shaw marriage, was born 9th mo., 1691, and married
Sarah Fletcher, at Abington, Montgomery Co., Pa.,
in 1724, and died in 1748.
Col. Joseph Kirkbride, the third, was born the 13th
Bellevue,"
Penn's Manor,
of the 6th month, 1731, at "
His father
Bucks County, opposite Bordentown.
dying when he was but seventeen years of age, the

tist Church stood their first meeting-house,

a
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substan-
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;
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Thorn's, Herbert's, Reeves', and then Col. Hoagland's
tavern, at the corner of Market Street. On the oppo
site corner was Hopkinson's, then came Prior's, C.
Douglass', Snowden's, Taylor's, and A. Reeves', where
the railroad arch now
then Stiles and Updike's,
at Graveyard
Alley corner. Opposite, Carman's;

;

on Prince Street
the Vandike family lived in the
old Farnsworth house at the northwesterly corner of
Market and Prince Streets, and Allen Wood's and T.
Wilkins' house stood near the bluff, in the rear of

a

a

;

it

Kirkbride's, near where Eobert S. Van Eensselaer's,
Esq., mansion now is. Near the corner of Walnut
and Prince Streets stood Moore's house; near Fed
and
eral Alley, Wright's about half-way between
the present Burlington Street, J. Trout's, and next,
Near the corner of Second and Market
T. Hance's.
Streets, in Hopkinson's yard, stood tenement-house,
branch of an apple-tree,
in the yard of which, on
On
an old woman hung herself one dark evening.
the same lot was the cooper-shop in which the cele
brated kegs were made. On Crosswicks road, where
William D. Eogers now lives, Starkey's house then
stood beyond, on the same side, were Thorn's and
On the tan-yard lot, on Second Street, stood
Arnel's.
M. Smith's.1
C. Carman's house, and near

it

a

little east of Main Street. Under the hill, on Cross
wicks Creek, was Hugh Jackaway's house. We will
now commence at the hill-top and proceed southward
on the easterly side of Main Street. The first house
was occupied by Parmeli Jolly, then followed Reed's,

liam Penn.
They were very large trees, and several
persons
now living in the city remember them
elderly
in their childhood days. The Baptist Church stood

;

it

is

is,

tial brick structure. Next to — :— , tavern, and about
Rogers' parlor
stood Applegate's
where Mr.
now
blacksmith-shop.
The Bunting brothers' ,smith-shop
stood at the southwesterly corner of Main and Market
Streets. Another one stood on the south side of
Graveyard
Alley, on Carman's lot, about half-way
between Main and Second Streets. The present Bor
supposed to
dentown Hotel, kept by Levi Davis,
have been erected by Dr. Allison, who opened his
celebrated school in
in 1778. His pupils came from
almost every State in the Union, and from Spain,
Robert
France, the West Indies, and South America.
Jackaway's gunsmith-shop stood on Crosswicks road,
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Shade-Trees of Bordentown — The
Ancient
Decay.— In
Lombardy Poplar — Cause of their

early times a few old forest-trees shaded the streets,
but the chief trees were buttonwoods and willows.
Towards the close of the last century the tall skypiercers, Lombardy poplars, were introduced.
They
were first brought to this country in 1786, by William

We will now go back to the hill-top and commence
on the westerly side of the street.
The author
under the impression there were no houses between

Hamilton, Esq., who resided on the tract now occu
pied by the Woodland Cemetery, near Philadelphia.
They were brought by Col. Kirkbride from his farm
in Penn's Manor, and planted in lines, closely set,

;

a

it

William Trout's, and last Amariah Farnsworth's.
Prince Street at this time was hardly opened and not
named. Along
was row of ox-heart cherry-trees.
Many of this specimen grew on Penn's Manor oppo
site, said to have.been brought to this country by

Wil

a

meet

a

ing-house, where the old-fashioned buttonwoods re
mained.
A line of them also covered the opposite
side of the avenue, with few buttonwoods and willows
interspersed.
There were few farm-houses for many

a

a

miles around that had not some of them near by, or
row lining the lane. They were then considered, and
protection against lightning.
undoubtedly were,

The species has now died out, yet there are a few
withered specimens of them to be found occasionally.
Many persons must remember when they were quite
Philadelphia,"
"
numerous. Watson, in his Annals of
"
page
In time
vol.
were

visited by
they
223, says,
large worm, the bite of which was considered poison
It received the name of Poplar Worm.' " The
ous.
Hon. George Sykes, in conversation with the author,
ascribed the dying out of this species to the fact that
they were not perfect trees, they requiring, like corn,
'

and Pott's, at Walnut Street. Opposite, the Friends'
next, on the site of the present No.
164, the house where Mrs. Isdell was killed by the
British, then Sayer's and J. Bennett's, at the corner
of Federal Alley. Opposite, Norcross'
and then
meeting-house;

The only break in this line was at the Quaker

i.

Opposite, now 106, was Edward Brooks, Jr., the "Sign
Racoon,"
then Douglass', Taylor's,
the Hat and

of

row of them lined the westerly side of
merous, and
Farnsworth Avenue as far south as Federal Alley.

a

brothers'

blacksmith-shop, then came Bunting's,
Emley's, Carter's, Burgess Allison's school, John
Oliver's, C. A. Jenkins', McPherson's, Merrit's, and
Elizabeth Martin's, at the corner of Graveyard Alley.
ing

around his premises on the bluff. As they were easily
propagated and grew rapidly, they soon became nu

The author is indebted for the above to Mr. A. D. Carman, who
gatheredthe facts principally from tradition amongthe elderly residents
of the city. Much of it has beenverified by old deeds,and, in the main,
1

a

is

is

the hill-top and Market Street except Col. Kirkbride's,
which
now part of the college. After Francis Hop
kinson removed to Philadelphia, Col. Borden resided
in his house. It
not known to
certainty in what
house Capt. Borden lived.
The present residence of
Mrs. John McKnight was built by Maj. Van Emburgh.
Some time prior to 1780 the Kirkbride house was built,
and we are inclined to think that Lippincott's, Robbins', and S. Emley's houses, in that row were built
some years after the close of the Revolutionary war.
On the opposite side of Market Street stood the Bunt

it

is

a

a

house owned and occu
next, Preserve Brown, then
pied by
Frenchman, and then Applegate's smithOn the opposite corner of Cross
shop and tavern.
wicks road was Norcross, then S. Adam's, Taylor's,
and Bunting's.

is believedto be correct.
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the pollen of another to fecundate, and but one of
the species having been imported.
The Post-Office and. List of Postmasters since
its Establishment.— Prior to the year 1800 there
Jersey.
were but six post-offices in the State of New
Trenton at that time was the nearest office, and the
people of this town and for many miles around were
dependent upon it for mail facilities.
But it must
be remembered that business transactions were few,
social letters seldom written, and daily newspapers
The trans
unknown outside of a few large cities.
mission of magazines and books, samples of mer
chandise, etc., was unprovided for, and the custom

of sending letters by private hand so prevailing that
their carriage over mail routes, except unsealed, was
prohibited

by law.

The following official list was kindly furnished by
the postmaster-general :
"The office was probably established in the month
William Norcross was the first
of October, 1800.
postmaster, and made returns January 1, 1801.
" Thomas Lawrence, appointed postmaster January
29, 1803.

" Hannah Lawrence, July 31, 1828.
" Joshua Carman, November 4, 1834.
" Elias Thompson, March 9, 1838.
" Peter Shreve, July 2, 1841.
" Thomas T. Bleyer, January 24, 1843.
" Edward Bobbins, April 9, 1845.

" P.

S. Suydam, from 1849 to 1853.

" Thomas Bennett, May 7, 1853.
" James Furman, April 18, 1861.
" Henry Wetteroth, May 1, 1877."

Under the old law each postmaster held the office
up to the appointment of his successor. But on the
19th of May, 1865, the office became Presidential,
and the appointment since then is for the term of
four years.

The Lawrences

held

the office for the period of

thirty-one

years, and had become accustomed to look
upon it as a family fixture.
Consequently, when Mr.
Carman received his appointment it created great
indignation in the mind of the postmistress.
Imme
diately upon receiving his commission he opened ne
gotiations with the lady to purchase the office fix
tures, which consisted principally of the post-office
sign.
In this attempt he most signally failed, and
there not being time to procure the services of a

painter, he improvised one for himself on part of a
barrel-head, and nailed it up over his door, at No.
It was a plain, unassuming
106 Farnsworth Avenue.
Offis."
Dr. DeBarry
sign, and simply read "Post
stepped in that morning to get his mail, and ob
serving the peculiar spelling of the sign, called Mr.

attention to it. " What's the matter with
" Why, Mr.
gruffly replied Joshua.
Carman, it

Carman's

it?"

1" "
Who the h — 11
is not spelt according to Johnson
1" "
Why, sir, he is received as authority
is Johnson
" Well," replied Joshua, " it's a
upon such points."

d
d pretty thing if a man in this free country can't
Nonplussed and
spell his own words his own way."
powerless to meet such overwhelming
argument, the
though
to the
enjoyed
reference
he
occasional
doctor,
matter, never ventured to criticise the sign again, at
least in Joshua's presence. Carman was of that pe

culiar type of Americans — little education, strong
mind, and quick brain — who are never at a loss how
to meet and combat all obstacles, whether of an in
tellectual or physical nature.
We will now give some interesting items from the
township

records :

A motion was made and
11, 1806.
seconded to take a vote respecting a New Road that
was laid on ye 7th inst. from Bordentown to Cross
wicks wether a Caveat be entered against the said
"March

Road or not the vote being taken and Majority ap
peared in favor of the Caveat being entered.
"March 14, 1809. The town-meeting decided to
increase the dog tax one cent in addition to the
former tax on any person keeping one dog, one dollar
for two dogs, and any person holding three or more
to pay the sum of ten dollars for each dog.
" March 13, 1810. On motion made to the Town
ship for the prevalege of Making abutment on the
end of Main street, in Bordentown, on the Crosswick
Creek, to be occupied as a public Landing by the In
habitants of said Township and others, by subscrip
tion, the same agreed to unanimously, and ordered to
be recorded in the Township Book.
"March 9, 1813. Amotion was made and seconded
whether Benjamin Stillwell should build a store-house
on the public wharf at Bordentown at his own expense
agreed to, and that he is to take it off when the in
habitants of the Township desire it.
" March 8, 1814. A motion was made to appoint a
person to recive a wharfage for vessels coming to the

public wharf in Bordentown.
It was agreed to leave
it in the breast of the Town Committee.
A motion
was made whether William McKnight should have
the privilege of building a store house on the publick
wharf at his own expense, agreed to, and the Town
ship Committee pointed out the lower corner of the
wharf."

At the same meeting the township committee was
authorized to purchase a lot for a public buryingground.
"

1816.

pave the

The committee was directed to ' crossway or
hill at Bordentown.'
Fifty dollars a year

was also voted to the constable.
" In 1818 it
was decided to sell the street sweepings
and gravel the thoroughfares.

"

In 1819 Elisha Lippincott was granted permis
sion to build a store-house on the public wharf.

"In 1821, Ezekiel Robbins, wharfmaster, was di
rected to receive from Elisha Lippincott and William
McKnight, ten dollars each for the use of the wharf,
and fifty cents from all boats coming to the same.
" March

11, 1823.

William McKnight and William
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was decided that no person shall hold
two offices at the same time."
Hotels. — The first ordinary or " public table" at
• ,
Farnsworth was kept by John Moore.
inn-keeper," bought
In 1742, " Joseph Richards,
a
is,

house that stood where Uriah Bennett's (lately de
but we have no proof of his ever
ceased) store now
keeping at that corner.
William Quicksell, in 1752, kept an inn in Borden
town.

Levi Davis
the present proprietor.
He formerly
kept a hotel in Mount Holly.
Gen. Arnel for many years kept the celebrated
Steamboat Hotel on the hill-top, where the college
now is. There are those now living who well remem
ber the days of steamboats and stage, and the bustling
and exciting times of arrival and departure.
The City Hotel, established in 1865, has always
by its present proprietor, Hamilton
H. Trout.
The Bordentown Baptist Church.1 — The history
of the Baptist Church of Bordentown
not the whole
A glorious
history of the Baptists of Bordentown.
page was added to the records of
denominational
Christianity years before the constitution of the pres
ent church.
So valuable are the incidents, so inter
esting to the denomination, so brilliant the prominent
pardonable to preserve the record of
actors, that
those days of patient working and waiting.
There were persons holding Baptist principles in
Bordentown prior to the year 1751.
In that year
(August
Joseph
patron
of the city,
the
Borden,
5th)
been conducted

it

it

is

a

a

The next person who kept here was probably J.
Bailey. James Davidson, who kept tavern at Cross
period of thirty-niue years,
wicks from 1805 to 1844,
kept here in 1818. The Widow Longstreth kept here
in 1833-34, and her daughter, Mrs. Hamilton, was
murdered here by Clough.
John Kester came next, being here in 1837.
The house was rebuilt in 1850 by Charles Mickle,
the front wall of the old building alone being used.
George W. Dobbins was the first tenant in the new
building, and was here in 1851 and 1852.
John J. Maxwell kept here in 1853, Levi Davis in
1857, Jacob Poole in the fall of 1859 and spring of
1860, William Thompson in 1860; Thomas Matthews
came next; James C. Parker came here in 1869.
The Washington House, at the northeasterly corner
of Farnsworth Avenue and Crosswicks Street,
one
of the oldest stands in the city, but the names of the
are not known to the author.
early proprietors of
David Fennimore kept here in 1808, but how long

gregations Baptised by Immersion upon Profession of
faith, and holding those Wholesome Principles Con
tained in
Confession of Faith, Set forth by ye Min
isters and Elders of above One Hundred Congrega
tions in England
Dom. 1689."

Wales,

Met in London Anno

From this interesting deed— still in excellent pres
ervation — we learn that Baptist preaching was no
strange doctrine at that time. The deed speaks of
" well-wishers, who
frequently came "to hear ye Bap
tist Ministers,
when they preach at Bordentown

is

not known.
before this period
Deborah Applegate kept here in 1812 and 1814;
Joshua Carman kept here also, Elias Thompson from

was named, presented to John
Coward, Thomas Cox, and Joseph Borden, Jr., for
the sum of five pounds, the two parcels of land now
occupied by the church as building site and buryingground.
It
not definitely known that either of
Baptists,2
these were
but the ancient parchment deed
declared that they acted as agents for "severall Re
ligious persons Residing in Bordentown aforesaid and
ye parts adjacent, who are members of Christian Con

in whose honor

it

As war had just been declared against Great Britain
(June 19, 1812), we doubt not but what upon that
warm summer night the lads and lassies " tripped
the light fantastic toe" with patriotic zeal.

&

>

" The honorof Mr. Shober
at a BALL, at
Companyis requested
the inn of N. Shuff, in Bordenlon,
on the eveningof the Fourth of July next.
RICHARDALLISON,
,jr.
WILLIAM BURNS,,
1812."
June 27th,

is

reads as follows

side.

is

It

:

inches.

prietor was John Kester, who for many years presided
here, and in the summer season his house was full of
David Paul
fashionable boarders from Philadelphia.
Brown and other eminent lawyers boarded here; but
that was before the days of easy access to the sea

is

a

a

Col. Oakey Hoagland kept an inn at the northeast
erly corner of Farnsworth Avenue and Park Street,
on the site of the American House, from 1775 to
1785.
The jjolonel was an active officer of the mi
litia, and participated in several skirmishes during
the Revolutionary war.
Nathaniel Shuff kept this
hotel from 1810 to 1813.
Peter L. Suydam has in
his possession
ball-ticket issued by Mr. Shuff. It
is, of course, thin pasteboard, two and
half by two

The history of the building now occupied as the
elsewhere stated. Gen. Arnel, we
Railroad House
believe, was the first proprietor of it. The next pro

a

1824

J.

Rogers.

By Rev. Lansing Burrows.
Several personsnamedCox were constituent membersof the church
at Jacobstown, organized October,1785.
2 1

"In

John

Gibson,

is

wall.

William Tiel, Edmund Bartlett in 1853,
Joseph Bodine, James C. Parker,
Rogers, ex-Sheriff Samuel T. Leeds, John J.

1820 to 1840,

Thomas

is

Rogers had a privilege granted to build walls on the
sides of the Bordentown hill, at their expense, which
shall be under the directions of the township com
mittee, who shall direct the overseer to pave to the
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immediately began a glorious work.
Allison had succeeded in persuading some sixty-two
persons to espouse the cause of Christ
up to October,

These he baptized, and received into the
church at Jacobstown, which had been organized four
, years previously, and which he served
as pastor. The
comparatively large number of members living, to
gether with their pastor, at this point,
the Borden
town members were constituted an arm to the parent
church, though really Jacobstown could be called
nothing more than a mission station.
The Lord's
Supper was administered alternately at
these points,
and so in effect, though not in name, the first Bap
tist Church of Bordentown was organized in 1789,
under the labors of Dr. Allison.
1789.

In 1796, Dr. Allison retired from his academy and
another brilliant star arose in Bordentown, William
Staughton, a young Englishman, a licensed minister,
in age some twenty-seven years, arrived from the

South with his young bride to seek a home more
congenial to his feelings and conducive to his
health.
To him Dr. Allison transferred all interests in the
academy. In consequence of his growing
powers, and
the great demand for preaching, in June, 1797, on
the site now occupied by the present church edifice,
1 Probably now the church at " Upper Freehold."
2 Pennsylvania.

it,

Dr. Howard Malcom, then a young student, fre
quently thus preached during 1818.
An entry in his
diary, bearing date October 31st of that year, draws
proverbial for this ne
this picture: "Bordentown
glect of religion.
Found matters deplorable.
The
Baptist
the only other house of worship (except the
Friends'), very small, in bad repair, and seldom used.
Only five or six Baptists in the place, and the only
two male members took no active part.
suggested
Sunday-school
the idea of
in the town, but found
encouragement."
no
November 15th, col lections were
taken, at the advice of Dr. Malcom, for repairing the
house. In 1819 he made arrangements for the regular
supply of the pulpit.

How long this was kept up
but some encouraging signs pre
sented themselves.
A Sunday-school was organized
Oct. 17, 1819, which two weeks subsequently num

it

Rhode Island College under Dr. Manning, when he
returned to Bordentown, was ordained in 1777, and

reference to this period
contained in a historical
sermon of the church, preached by Rev. A. P. Buel;
Oct.
1864, regarding a Mr. Hunter and Rev. Jona
than Price, afterward
missionary and co-laborer with
Judson, who supplied the church occasionally.

I

by his entrance into the celebrated
school of Dr. Jones, at Lower Dublin, Pa. Three
years spent thus were followed by a course in
the

remained, aged, and considered old-fash
ioned ; the life was shut out at
its glory was de
parting, yet
remained
strong and firm as the
doctrines of those who had worshiped within it.
A

difficult to say

bered eighty scholars.
For all this labor— which un
doubtedly prepared the way for the more permanent
organization—
Dr. Malcom never received
cent in
compensation.
The dawn fully appeared in 1821.
Samuel W. Lynd was
young student who had
a

soon interrupted

ing-house

is

Upper Freehold Church, October, 1769, then only
sixteen years of age.
He began at once to labor for
the salvation of souls at Bordentown.
This work was

The second gap in this history occurs during the
period between 1813 and 1821.
The Baptist interest
hip-roofed meet
had evidently died away.
old
The

is

sions upon the mind of his son, that as early as five
years of age he manifested interest in religious mat
ters. He was baptized into the fellowship of the

at Jacobstown as late as 1807, and in " Murphy's
Challis,"
1813 is given as the date of his
Life of
resignation.

a

until 1778, amid the dark days of the Revolution, we
find no definite facts to relate.
Burgess Allison was a native of Bordentown.
He
was born Aug. 17, 1753, just two years subsequently
to the giving of Borden's deed, and about the comple
tion of the first edifice. His father, Richard Allison,
was a pious man, and made such indelible impres

Dr. Alliso/i resumed his old charge and educational
work.
The failure of his health soon compelled him
again to relinquish these labors, though the minutes
of the Philadelphia Association report him as pastor

a

elevated to a dizzy yet becoming height.
There is here a great gap in the denominational
history of the city, which in all probability can never
be filled.
The meeting-house is erected in 1752, and

it

tiful in plainness, its internal arrangements a model
of convenience for those days, and its pulpit decently

daughter, Bordentown.
It seems, how
ever, that shortly after, young Staughton served the
arm of Bordentown exclusively.
In 1801, Mr. Staughton retired in Burlington, and

her buxom

;

house in Bordentown, a grand edifice in its day, its
roof hipped in imposing grandeur, its walls stout
enough for a fortress, its external appearance beau

William Staughton was ordained to the full work of
the gospel ministry.
He exercised his gifts to great
acceptance in the regions round about, though Dr.
Allison retained his pastorate at Jacobstown, and

a

is also made to a congregation

9,

Reference

Southampton.2
of Baptists at Crosswicks l and
Upon the ground thus conveyed by the elder Bor
den was erected in 1752 the first Baptist meeting

is

aforesd."

is
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been strongly impressed by the
preaching of the cele
brated Spencer Cone, and who was at the
time pre
paring for the ministry under Dr. Staughton.
He
succeeded Dr. Malcom in his
missionary labor, and
gathered together twenty
persons, who on the 14th of
April, 1821, were constituted an independent Baptist
Church.
These persons were William Snowden, Wil
liam Burton, Joseph B. Walcott, Edward
Carman,
William Reeves, Samuel W. Lynd, Ann Reeves
Mar
garet Oliver, Elizabeth

Blakely, Julia Ann Higgins
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Martha S. Taylor, Miss Ann Reeves, Ruth Shaw,
Rachael Carman, Elizabeth Taylor, Martha Chadeayne, Harriet Wright, Sarah Wood, and Ann Kimble.
Eight more were baptized the following day, making
twenty-eight in all. Of this number four survive, —
Rev. S. W. Lynd, Edward Carman, Mrs. Ruth Shaw,
a regular attendant still, frequently three times on the
Sabbath, and Mrs. Susan Walcott, the second one
baptized into the fellowship of the church, and now

of the First Church, Trenton.
Mr. Lynd was unanimously called to the, pastorate

a member

of the young church,

in Febru

their interests.

money was raised, and several singular entries occur
regarding the finances, until finally the philosopher's
stone was found in the appointment of two sisters as
a " Committee of Ways and Means" to relieve the
church from embarrassment.

Mr. Larcombe was another of Dr. Staughton's stu
He was born May 12, 1791, in Philadelphia,
and at the age of sixteen united with the First Bap
tist Church, being baptized by his honored instructor.
He was ordained at Hopewell in 1821, from which
church he removed to Burlington, and from thence to
Bordentown.
His ministry was very acceptable, not
only to the church, but to the greater part of the
townspeople ; many of the best and most influential
dents.

families were constant attendants upon his ministry ;
by his uniformly modest and truly Christian bearing
he won the love and confidence of the people.
In
1827 he resigned the pastorate to assume the care of
the Colebrook (Conn ) Church.
He died in Phila

delphia, Oct. 1, 1861.
The next pastor was the much-revered Morgan J.
Ehees.
The first mention of his name on the record
is in August, 1829, when he was appointed to write

With the exception of
the letter to the Association.
one or two minor references concerning the writing
of letters, his name is not mentioned during his pas
torate. From other sources we glean these facts :
call was extended to Mr. Ehees
from the Trenton and Lumberton Church to become
their pastor in conjunction with the Bordentown
Church.
He was then residing in Philadelphia.
6, 1830, a

this date, for th«

it,

A

The
to secure constant ministrations of the word.
Trenton Church refused to release their pastor, and
fearing to leave either at such a critical period, he
continued the remainder of the year in the same rela
tion, yet giving more of his time than formerly to the
Bordentown Church.
At the expiration of 1833, Mr.:
Ehees closed his labors, and served the Trenton

faithfully and successfully until 1840. In
Ehees' actual retirement,
October, 1833, before Mr.
the church had called the Eev. John C. Harrison,
then of Bridgeton, N. J. From January to April,
1834, the pulpit was supplied by William D. Hires.
In 1834, John C. Harrison became pastor of the
Church

church, and remained until 1844.
A new impetus was given to the church by their
new pastor. It was agreed upon his acceptance to
demolish the old house; the shining black glazed

July
bricks had become a hiss and a by-word.
was laid in the dust.
1834, the fiat went forth, and
The old Borden Church soon had its revenge. Sup
planted after eighty-two years of excellent service,
the usurper in less than half that time was condemned

5,

If

it

ber 5th, that " a subscription was ordered to raise his
tradition be
salary as pasture of this church."
true, Brother Larcombe was pasture indeed, but little

The time had come for this. There
The principle of sustenhad been a gradual growth.
tation had been educated into the people, and they
" exceedingly
as Mr. Ehees expresses
became,
persuasions."
state of feeling un
earnest in their
precedented in the place prompted unexpected effort

and destroyed.
Houseless, the church held its wor
vast locust grove until December, when the
ship in
In July, 1836, the new
basement was fit for use.
a

judge of this date only from an entry made Novem

There can be no doubt concerning

fellowship at Trenton.
A great interest in temperance occurred during Mr.
Ehees' ministry.
In 1832 (July 1st) abstinence from
ardent spirits was made a test of membership, and the

was, aided
four hun

instructor,
daughter

ary, 1824, after a pastorate of three years.
During the summer of 1824, Eev. Thomas Larcombe occupied the pastoral relation.
We are to

March

original document is preserved, bearing the signa
tures in their own writing of Mott, Mull, Lanning,
This
Combs, and Brister, of the Trenton Church.
call was accepted, and on each first and third Sab
In what
baths Mr. Ehees preached in Bordentown.
capacity he served the church in 1829 is not clear.
He never attached himself as a member, but was in

resolution regarding the same was read to all incom
This position was afterwards reaf
ing members.
when,
firmed,
referring to the former resolution, it was
"
further
Resolved, Tha.t we put it in force against all
resolution."
such who do not live up to this
In the early part of 1833 the church strenuously
pressed Mr. Ehees to give up the charge at Trenton,
reside among them, and give undivided attention to

and upon the same ground
whereon his future father-in-law, Dr. Staughton, was
ordained was he solemnly set apart as minister and
pastor.
So brilliantly promising was this young
man that he became a favorite with his
who gave him, in 1823, his accomplished
Leonora for a wife.
Small as the church
by the congregation, they raised for him
dred dollars per year. Mr. Lynd resigned
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building was dedicated, Dr. Brantly, of Philadelphia,
Challis and
preaching the sermon, and Brethren
Cushman participating.

Aug. 30, 1841, Joseph K. Hillegas and Samuel
White were set apart as deacons. Ellis B. Hall was
ordained by order of the church on Dec. 29, 1842, Eev.
Mr. Dickerson, of Burlington, preaching, and Eev.
Messrs. Blain, Smith, and Harrison participating.
A license was- also granted to Charles W. Appleton.
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A. P. Buel, of Tarrytown, N. Y.,
and entered on the pastorate October

Mr. Harrison's long and useful pastorate was sud
denly terminated by a tender of his resignation, Jan.
eighty29, 1844, which, though rejected by a vote of
three to seventy -three, was firmly insisted upon, so
that on the 1st of April the church realized, for the
first time in many years, what it was to be without a

Shortly after Mr. Buel's coming the missionary
of the church were greatly enlarged, six
regular contributions being made annually. The first

shepherd.

contribution

by the church

was made in

1849.

Dec. 25, 1843, Peter

De

Witt

was elected clerk,

filling the office acceptably until 1854.
Until May 27, 1844, the church was engaged in
canvassing the merits of preachers, served by supplies ;
but on that date Rev. Matthew Semple, of Harrisburg,
Pa., was unanimously called to the vacant pulpit. A
correspondence

of some weeks ensued, and
visits were made to induce him to accept.
of six hundred dollars was offered for his
but late in June Mr. Semple returned a final

personal

The sum
support ;
negative

Rev. B. N. Leach was elected pastor Aug. 21, 1844,
and entered upon his duties November 3d of the
same year, at a salary of five hundred dollars. Public
recognition services, the first of the kind in connec
tion with the church, were held Jan. 2, 1845, Rev.

Mr. Mulford, of Hightstown, preaching the sermon
from Acts xvi. 17.
Mr. Leach's pastorate was of short duration. Nov.
24, 1845, after one year of service, he resigned the
care of the church, which took effect Jan. 5, 1846.
Rev. T. 0. Lincoln supplied the vacant pulpit until

May 6th, when Eev. William D. Hires, who had
once been identified with the church in its infancy,
was unanimously chosen pastor at a salary of five
hundred dollars.
Mr. Hires accepted, and assumed
the charge Sept. 1, 1846.
Mr. Hires resigned the
pastorate, to take effect May, 1848.
Eev. Thomas R. Taylor, of Camden, was called to
succeed Mr. Hires in August, 1848, but he declined,
when, on the 8th of November, Rev. Samuel Sproul,
of Herbertsville, N. J., was called at a salary of four
hundred and fifty dollars, which was accepted. Mr.
Sproul entered on his duties January, 1849, and was
publicly recognized February 13th, Eev. Joshua
Fletcher, of Trenton, preaching from Heb. xiii. 7.
January, 1851, the "Psalmist" was adopted in lieu
Eippou,"
of the old " Watts and
which had furnished
spiritual songs from the beginning of the church.
July, 1852, Mr. Sproul tendered his resignation,
which he was induced to withdraw, but again urged
it in September, when it was reluctantly accepted.
Eev. Bradford H. Lincoln, of New Eochelle, N. Y.,
succeeded him, having been called Nov. 1, 1852, im
His was a short
mediately entering upon his labors.
pastorate of one and a half years. Mr. Lincoln re
signed March 19, 1854, taking effect on the 1st of
Rev. W. S. Goodno, of West Kensington Church,
Philadelphia, was called March 14, 1855, at a salary
of seven hundred dollars.
March 31, 1857, Mr. Goodno resigned the pastorate.

31, 1857, Rev.

was called,
1st.

operations

for missionary purposes

1858, the first steps were taken to
the edifice, with a view to the construction
of a more elegant one. AVilliam Steele was author
A special meet
ized to purchase additional ground.
ing was held April 5, 186,0, at which it was fully

In

November,

demolish

agreed that the time for rebuilding had come, and it
was resolved that if four thousand dollars could be
a new house
obtained upon reliable subscriptions
should be erected. April 30th there were reported for
this purpose three thousand nine hundred and seventy
dollars, and the remainder being immediately pro
vided for, Elisha Nevius, William Steele, Samuel
Uriah Bennett, and A. P. Buel were
Dougherty,
appointed a building committee.
Work was imme
diately commenced in May, the Presbyterians gener

The corner
the homeless church.
4th, with addresses by Rev. Dr.
Brantly, of Philadelphia, and Rev. O. T. Walker, of
Trenton.
'
Sunday, March 17, 1861, beheld the present beauti
ously sheltering
stone was laid

July

ful edifice dedicated to Almighty God. Rev. Edward
Lathrop, D.D., of New York, Rev. Samuel Aaron and
Rev. R. Jeffrey, of Philadelphia, were the preachers
on the occasion.

The church in its new quarters, the salary of the
pastor was increased to one thousand dollars, and a
donation visit. In March, 1866, from the proceeds of
a fair, the present organ was purchased and set up in
its place.

Mr. Buel resigned July 1, 1866, after a term of ser
vice extending over eight years. The church did not
accept until many weeks subsequently, and when they
did, Mr. Buel continued as a supply until Jan. 1, 1867,
making his whole term nine years and a quarter.

Dec. 25, 1866, Rev. J. W. Custis, then at Hudson
J., was called to the pastorate. On Janu
ary 13th he entered upon the work.

City, N.

One of the most noticeable features of his pastorate
was the raising of some eight thousand dollars, for
the liquidation of the church debt, owing in a great
measure to the energy and determination of the pas
tor. The whole debt was provided for, but unreli
able subscriptions prevented its total extinguishment
at that time.

Mr. Custis tendered his resignation Aug.
which

25, 1870,

after ineffectual endeavors to induce him to
withdraw was accepted on the 31st.
The church was dependent upon supplies until the
following April.
Feb. 25, 1871, a call was extended
to Rev. Lansing Burrows, then at Lexington, Mo.
He accepted the call, and began his labors April 1st.

BORDENTOWN.
The semi-centennial

anniversary of the church was
of that year.
The church has had from 1821 to 1877 twelve pas
tors, who have served it an actual period of time
celebrated in November

covering forty years and one month. They have bap
tized into its fellowship ten hundred and twenty-six
persons, and welcomed about three hundred others
by letter or otherwise. From a band of twenty it has
increased gradually to four hundred and thirty-one,

of whom the address of but thirty are unknown.
interests have always
The Sabbath-school

been
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for prayer

and exhortation, and conducted by the
After
members in the absence of a regular minister.
ward a room was procured in the building known as
" Academy," now part of Davis' hotel, where for
the
a very considerable period of time they exercised their

in the afternoons and evenings. In the
morning they generally went to hear some minister
who might have been engaged for the service.
To
this they became so accustomed that when the Metho
dists themselves began to have a morning service, it
worship

took a long time to gather the people to it.
Somewhere about 1810 to 1815, the itinerant min

In addition to the main
by the church.
school, meeting in the edifice at Bordentown, a mis
sion at Fieldsboro' was instituted May, 1871, which
has fully answered all expectations up to the pres

isters of the traveling connection, or, in other words,
the regular ministers of the Conference, began to visit
the town.
The congregations were small and com

Eailroad.
The church was formerly a member of the West
Jersey Association, from which it withdrew in 1868
to connect itself with the newly-formed Trenton As

posed principally of females. The men spent their
Sundays mostly in gunning, fishing, or some out-door
amusements, and consequently were seldom found in
But one and an
attendance upon divine worship.
other came in to their assemblies, and they gradually
increased, until in 1821 a house of worship, thirty-five

cherished

ent.
A preaching station has also been instituted
at Yardville, on the line of the Camden and Amboy

sociation.

The First Methodist Episcopal Church of Bor
dentown.1 —The exact date at which this society was

In the olden ar
cannot now be given.
of the Methodist Episcopal
Church,
nearly all the towns were included in circuits. These
circuits had one central point after which they were
organized

rangements

named, and which was varied according to the exi
gencies of the general work.
Sometimes a town
was on one circuit, and sometimes on another one.
Sometimes it would be called by the name of one par

ticular town, and sometimes by a different
ords in that early date were meagerly

one.

kept

Eecand

carelessly handled ; indeed, after they had served their
immediate purpose they were frequently destroyed as
so much waste paper, for which there could never
The records, whatever
afterward be any possible use.
they were, are not accessible now, and therefore the
date cannot be given.
The early religious reputation of the place was far
Thomas Paine had made it his resi
from flattering.
dence, and his popularity as a patriot had predisposed
the people to a favorable reception of his antagonisms
The Christian Repository, of Philadelphia,
to religion.
says of its early reputation, "The place was remark
able for its indifference to religion, and specially for
Sabbath."
the desecration of the
As lately as 1834 the only resident clergyman in
the place was Eev. Mr. McClenaham, a superannuated

Methodist preacher.
The Baptist Church was irregularly supplied from
Trenton, while the Methodists were supplied as ir
regularly from both Trenton and Crosswicks.
The first Methodist meetings were held in private
houses, as one and another would open their dwell
ings for the purpose.
These meetings were usually
1 By Rev. A. E. Ballard.

by forty-five, of plain, substantial brick, on Main
Street, now Farnsworth Avenue, was erected.
The house is still standing, and occupied by Mr.
Bunting Hankins as a drug dispensary.
The temporal means of the congregation were en

tirely inadequate to the construction of the building,
and a number of zealous lady members visited Phila
delphia, Baltimore, New York, and other places for
the purpose of obtaining assistance. This was given
sparingly, often but a few pennies at a time, but their
perseverance triumphed over the difficulties, and the
house was completed and paid for, and for many years
afterwards the society had a prosperous history.
Its deed of incorporation bears date Feb. 7, 1824,
about three years after the church edifice was erected,
and has the names of Ezekiel Robbins, Moore Ed
wards, Caleb Warren, Eobert Idell, and Staten Jefferies
as trustees.
During their occupancy of this house a parsonage
was erected. The itinerant plan of ministry adopted
by the denomination made it difficult to rent houses,
and wherever the society could build one it was done.
This one was built on a lot on Church Street, be
tween Main and Second, purchased Oct. 3, 1837 (forty
by eighty-seven),
for two hundred

of Alexander D. Carman and wife

and twenty dollars, and deeded to
Moore Edwards,
as trustees.
This
house was occupied as a ministerial residence until the
pastorate of Rev. C. H. Whitecar, when the present

Ezekiel Robbins, Allen Thompson,
Robert Idell, and Staten Jefferies

house on Prince Street, by the depot, was procured
from Capt. Shippen for four thousand five hundred
dollars, and which is still used for that purpose, and
is one of the most convenient and agreeable locations,
both in house and grounds, in the entire Conference.
The lot on which the church edifice was erected had
been obtained from Samuel Lovell, and was undoubt
But it was afterwards
edly conveyed in good faith.
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shown to have been entailed property, of which he
owned one-half thefee, with a life right in the remainder.
After his death his heirs sued for the property, which
had now become valuable, proved the title to have
been defective, allowed a trifle for the improvements,
and took possession of the property.
After a considerable delay the present location in

Church Street was fixed upon, and a lot sixty by
ninety was purchased of Mary Oliver for five hundred
dollars, whose deed to the corporation is dated May
11, 1844.

In

the erection of their house the pressure of dis
couragement was added to that of poverty.
As in the
case

build

of the first temple, they were utterly unable to
Rev. Mr. Tuttle, the last
a suitable edifice.

preceding pastor, had obtained help from abroad, and
the trustees made what preparation they could at
On the removal of Mr. Tuttle, in the spring
of 1844, Rev. W. P. Corbit was appointed to the charge,
and led the way in vigorously prosecuting the enter
prise, which was soon carried on to completion, and
dedicated by Rev. Charles Pitman. The house is of
pressed brick, neat and substantial, and at that day
ranked among the best in the denomination.
It is

ate.
He is still remembered as an able defender of
Methodistic doctrine.
Following him in 1842-43 was Rev. J. M. Tuttle,
of whom we have previously spoken in connection
with the' preparation for the present house.
Next came in 184-H5, Eev. W. P. Corbit, of whose

services we have also spoken.
In 1846, Eev. Mr. Sovereign served the church.
The next pastor was Eev. C. A. Lippincott (184748), a man of great natural ability, and with wonder-,

ful though uncultivated power as an orator, whose
ministry was attended with gratifying results.
In 1849-50, Eev. Wesley C. Eobertson had charg«
of the society. His ministry was also attended with
large revivals.

In 1851-52, Eev.
charge.
In

home.

forty-five by seventy, with basement, class-rooms, and
Much of the labor and material were con
tributed, so that the actual money cost of the enter
prise was but four thousand five hundred dollars.
galleries.

The trustees at that time were Robert Idell, John S.
Hankius, David T. Levins, Whitall Stokes, Joseph
Norris, and John Osmond.

Until

1832

Bordentown

was an appointment

on

Circuit, then for three years on Crosswicks,
after which, in 1835, it was set off as a station, and
Rev. J. Leonard Gilder appointed pastor. The mem

Trenton

bership numbered one hundred and eighteen, but were
so poor as to be unable to support him, and at the end
of the year he asked for a release. It was then pro
posed to return the charge to the circuit, which was
It is said
vigorously opposed by Rev. J. S. Porter.
that he was asked if he would be willing to go to it.
Mr. (now Dr.) Porter was one of the most popular

ministers in the denomination, but he unhesitatingly
" Yes, if it is best." He was accordingly, in
replied,
1836-37, sent there. He received less than two hun
dred and fifty dollars per year for the two years he

was pastor, but under his judicious management a
parsonage was built and the society placed in a much
better condition than ever before. Dr. Porter is still
living, although retired from the charge of a church,
in the enjoyment of a vigorous old age, residing at

in Burlington, and recently occupied the
pulpit of the church, and preached in a style which
present

demonstrated

that the years have not dimmed

his

early fire.
In 1838-39, Rev. A. K. Street was pastor. He also
had a successful pastorate, and the church increased
under his administration.
In 1840-41, Rev. J. H. Dowdy occupied the pastor

J. H.

McFarland was preacher in

1853-54, Eev. J. Saunders Corbit was pastor.
a brother to W. P. Corbit, one of the earlier

He was

preachers, and was one of the men of mark in the
denomination.
In 1855-56, Eev. J. 0. Eogers occupied the pulpit.

with large sympathies and
and
also
a
sweet
social habits,
and magnetic singer.
It was said of him that if he could not preach a man
into a belief of tKe gospel, he seldom failed to sing
him into it. He was succeeded in 1857-58 by Eev.
He was of

C.

a genial nature,

H. Whitecar,

whose ministry was not only attended

himself successfully
in securing the commodious and elegant parsonage
location still enjoyed by the ministers.
In 1859-60, Rev. R. A. Chalker presided over the
with success,

but who interested

congregation.
1861-62, Rev. J. W. Hic&man became pastor.
1863-64, Rev. E. H. Stokes was pastor.
Next to him in 1865-66 came Rev. C. E. Hill.
In 1867-69, Rev. W. Walton served the congrega

In
In

tion.

In
In

1870-72, Rev. C. K. Fleming was pastor.
1873, Rev. G. R. Snyder was the next appointed
to the charge.

In 1874^75, Rev. G. C. Maddock took charge of the
church interests.
In 1876, Rev. A. E. Ballard was appointed pastor
of the church, to whom the historian is indebted for
the foregoing history of the church which he so faith
fully served.
The Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church.1— This
church was the outgrowth of a deeply-felt need of

more extended church accommodations.
In the early
part of the year 1867, during the pastorate
of the Rev.
Charles E. Hill, the membership of the only Meth
odist Episcopal Church in Bordentown had so multi
plied as very nearly to fill the
church, leaving very
little room for expansion.
The necessity for more
room impressed itself upon the minds of many of the
leading members, and a meeting of the membership
1 By Rev. John H. Brakeley, Ph.D.

BORDENTOWN.
was called to consider the matter. All seemed to feel
the imperative need of more room, and all save one
were in favor of building a new church. A resolution
was accordingly offered and passed unanimously that
a new society be organized and a new church edifice

And as the church and parsonage were
virtually free from debt, and as those who were likely
to engage in this new enterprise had contributed
largely towards the purchase of the parsonage, the

be erected.

meeting unanimously authorized the trustees to con
tribute to the new enterprise the sum of three thou
sand dollars, and to raise the same by mortgage on the
parsonage.

This sum was, however, by mutual con

sent afterwards

reduced to two thousand dollars,
which in due time was passed over to the new society
in aid of its new enterprise. A call was made for
those who were willing to engage in this new under
taking, and eighty persons responded. On the 4th

of March, 1867, the society was organized and a board
of trustees elected, consisting of John H. Brakeley,
Whitall Stokes, James Tantum, Asher Brakeley, and
Jacob E. Morton.
The Rev. Edson W. Burr was ap
pointed by the Conference as its first pastor, and the
city hall was secured as a place for worship, pending
Prayer- and classthe erection of the new building.

meetings were held in the Friends' meeting-house,
A lot on the
courteously furnished for the purpose.

corner of Main (now Farnsworth Avenue) and West
Streets was purchased, plans and specifications were
prepared by Mr. H. E. Finch, architect, of Trenton,

N.

J., and

a spacious

building of Trenton brownstone

erected ; the main audience-room fronting on the
avenue, forty-five
feet, with the
by seventy-nine
chapel in the rear and fronting on West Street, forty-

two by sixty-four feet, and a tower at the junction of
the two buildings sixteen feet square. The chapel
was completed and dedicated the latter part of De
The entire cost up to this date was
cember, 1868.

about thirty-five thousand dollars.

Up to the time of

dedication, and on that occasion there had been con
tributed and paid the sum of twenty-two thousand
hundred
dollars, leaving an indebtedness of
twelve thousand five hundred dollars.
This indebt
edness has been reduced from year to year, until at
present it is eight thousand dollars.
The pastors of

five

the church, following each other in the order named,
were Rev. Edson W. Burr, Rev. John E. Adams, Rev.
Thomas H. Stockton, Eev. A. M. North, Eev. James
Lavelle, and Eev. John Wilson.
In 1872 the membership of this church was one
hundred and seventy-two.
Christ Church.1 — Christ Church and the adjoining
rectory are situated on Prince Street, between Church
and Park Streets. The church edifice, erected in 1837,
was enlarged twice. A rear section, with vestry-room,
was added in 1841, and in 1855 the front section, with
tower and spire, completed the edifice.
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The Episcopal congregation in Bordentown is com
paratively of recent origin, being one of the results
of the settlement of the late Bishop Doane at Bur
lington.
He celebrated the first service here Dec.
to give occasional service
23, 1833, and continued
through the winter.
In his address to the Con
vention which assembled in the month of May fol
"
lowing he thus alludes to it : Finding the people
there well disposed to the church, and desirous of
continued
further acquaintances with her services,
to preach there throughout the winter on alternate
Monday evenings, and had the pleasure to observe

I

an increase in the favorable dispositions which were
manifested at first." No service on the Lord's day

But on Sunday, the 23d of
the Eev. Mr. Holmes, of Orange, N. J.,
The ministration is spoken of by the

had thus far been held.

April,

1834,

officiated.

"

By the kindness of the Meth
bishop as follows :
odist congregation the use of their pulpit was offered,
and Mr. Holmes' very acceptable ministrations were
well attended." Before a clergyman was regularly
settled, mission services were continued on alternate
Sundays by the Eev. Dr. Williams, the Eev. Mr.
Hooker, and the bishop.
In 1834 the Eev. Edwin Arnold, LL.D.,an English
clergyman, opened a boarding-school in Bordentown,
and in connection with his labors as principal of the
school conducted the services of the mission.
A
church edifice was then projected, as appears from
his report : " One of the rooms of the academy
(which is sufficiently large to contain one or two
hundred persons) is at present used for divine ser

I

trust before another conventional era the
vice, but
use of the school-room will have been superseded by
the- erection of a church." At the organization of
the congregation, in 1835, twelve families and fifteen
communicants are reported. In the same year, April
15th, the first Episcopal visitation was made, when
five persons received the rite of confirmation.
A lit
tle square building having been erected in 1837, the
Eev. Asa S. Colton, at present residing at Princeton,

N.

J.,

on the 1st of May,
to officiate for one year. At this
time the enterprise seems to have emerged *from its
formative condition, and although encumbered with
a small debt, there was a church building, supplied
with an organ and other appliances of worship, and
commenced ministrations

1838, and continued

the services were regularly conducted.
A list of
thirty communicants was reported.
The Eev. John P. Lathrop entered upon the rector
ship in November, 1839, and during his incumbency
the rear section of the church was added. The rector,
in the midst of encouraging labors, was appointed
chaplain of the United States navy by President
Tyler, but died suddenly before entering upon the
duties of his new station. His remains were deposited
beneath the chancel, and a suitable tablet was erected
his memory upon the chancel wall.
His successor was the late Eev. R. H. B. Mitchell

by. the vestry to
1 By Rev. Nathaniel Pettit.
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who took charge in 1844, and continued his ministra
tion for seven years.
The following clergymen succeeded in order :
Rev. Haunibal Goodwin, rector of the House of
Prayer, Newark, N. J.
Rev. Edward A. Foggo, D.D., rector of Christ
Church, Philadelphia.
Rev. J. W. Maxwell, rector of St. Luke's Church,
Montclair, N. J.
Rev. Horace S. Bishop, rector of Christ Church,
East Orange, N. J.
Rev. Samuel Cox, D.D., rector of Christ Church,
Newtown, L. I.
The present' rector, the Rev. Nathaniel Pettit, was
instituted into the rectorship June 27, 1869, by Bishop
Odenheimer.

The house and lot adjoining the church were pur
chased in 1866 by the late Henry Becket, Esq., then
a member of the vestry, and presented to the parish
for a rectory.

In the rear of the church lot is a cemetery, in which
repose the remains of some who were connected with
the parish at its first organization.
In 1867 a building fund was commenced, and stead
ily accumulated.
In

1879 the present magnificent

brownstone

struc

ture was erected.
St. Mary's
Catholic Church.1— The Catholic
Church in Bordentown had a very small beginning.
We find no mention of. divine service being held for
the few scattered faithful previous to the year 1837.
Before that time the Catholics were too few to have a
permanent place of worship, and too poor to support a
resident pastor. Besides this, the priests in those days
were scarce. The missions or stations were many but
the laborers were few, and not unfrequently did it
happen that the shepherd was obliged to travel up
wards of fifty miles to attend to the spiritual wants of
a dying member of his fold.
Under such circum
stances how could the few scattered Catholics of Bor
dentown obtain a resident pastor, even though means
were not wanting? We find them, then, betaking
themselves to Trenton

whenever divine service was
in the little unassuming
building which may still be seen on the corner of
Market and Lamberton Streets. This was the cradle
of Catholicity in Trenton.
The faithful who wor
shiped around its rude altar were numbered by tens;
to be held, and worshiping

to-day they are counted by thousands.
This was the
parent church of the flourishing congregation of St.
John's, whilst the magnificent structure of St. Mary's
may be looked upon as the offspring of the latter, and
St. Francis' and Our Lady of Lourdes may be prop
erly styled the children of both. It may with pro
priety, too, be called the mother-church of St. Mary's
of Bordentown, for there our Catholic neighbors
worshiped with their co-religionists of Trenton, were
1 By Rev. P. F. Connelly.

and strengthened in their faith, and fed
with the spiritual food of their souls.
In the early days of Catholicity, West Jersey was
part of the diocese of Philadelphia.
At the time of
which we write the Rt. Eev. Dr. Connell was Bishop
of the See, and the Et. Eev. Dr. Kendrick, coadjutor
Under the jurisdiction of the lat
and administrator.
ter divine service was held in Bordentown for the first
time. This was in the month of October, 1837. The
instructed

who came was no stranger to the people,
for frequently did they listen to his words, and receive
the sacrament from the hands of the good Father
McGorien, in the little modest chapel at Trenton.
Once a month did he visit his people at Bordentown
clergyman

and White Hill, officiating in private houses, as his
congregation was then too poor to think of a perma
He continued to minister to
nent place of worship.

their wants till the year 1840, when his superiors
called him to another field of labor.
His successor was Father Gilligan. It was during
his administration

that the thought was first broached

plot of ground and erecting a small
church upon it. Both priest and people saw the
necessity of this, as the congregation had somewhat
of purchasing

a

increased, and private houses were no longer large
enough to contain the worshiping faithful.
More
over, there was every prospect of the mission growing
larger from day to day. The population of the State
was on the increase, and the many advantages arising
from the public works would, no doubt, attract many
settlers, and induce them to make Bordentown their
home. A lot was therefore purchased on the hill-top,

at the southeastern corner of Second and Bank
Streets, and a small frame structure erected for divine
This was in 1842. The little church was
service.
then thought sufficiently large for many years to come,
but we may judge of the rapid growth of the mission

when the immediate successor of Father Gilligan was
obliged to enlarge the building to accommodate his
Father Gilligan labored
increasing congregation.
here for four years, holding service but once a month,
many other missions under his charge pre
vented his officiating more frequently.
After his departure in 1844 he was succeeded by
as the

the Eev. Father Mackin. Immediately after assuming
charge the new pastor found it necessary to increase
the sitting capacity of the church.
Some might ab
sent themselves from divine services under the plea

that there was no room ; others again might excuse
themselves, as they did not wish to stand whilst their
neighbors were accommodated with seats.
Whether
this was the real motive or not we cannot say, but
certain it is that

Father Mackin saw the absolute
necessity of adding to the little church, and conse
quently a transept was erected to the eastern end of
the building, thus shaping it as the letter T. The
original building and transept are still
standing,
plainly discernible, although a subsequent addition
was made. After administering
to the wants of his
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a

a

it

a

a

first thoughts, after becoming acquainted with his
more fitting site for the new
people, were to procure
church. A lot was accordingly purchased the fol

lowing 15th of October, on Crosswicks Street, east of
The new church was commenced the year
following, the generosity of the congregation thus
enabling the pastor to begin without delay. The
corner-stone was laid Oct. 30, 1870, and two years
later we find the grand cathedral-like church dedi
cated to the service of God by Rev. Dr. O'Hara,
beyond comparison,
Bishop of Scranton, Pa; It
is

Second.

the church of the poor, the grandest and
The windows were genermost costly in the town.

although

31

is

a

a

a

is

Oct. 25, 1876, amidst the tears of his people, and was
succeeded by the present pastor, the Rev. P. F. Con
nelly.
First Presbyterian Church.1— At meeting of the
Presbytery of New Brunswick held in April, 1848, at
the Presbyterian
Church in. Titusville,
memorial
and petition was presented by the Rev. A. Scovel,
through the Rev. Henry Perkins, praying for the or
a

In 1857, Father Bowles took up his residence in
Burlington, and Father Biggio became second resident
pastor.
Under his administration the parochial house
was built. After laboring as pastor for nine years
he died in Bordentown, in 1866.
Father Mackin,
who left in 1849, was reappointed pastor, and acted
as such for three years, leaving in 1869.
The parish at this time was very important one,
the number of souls exceeding sixteen hundred.
The wealth of the parish increased with its growth,
and
was the unanimous wish of the congregation
to do away with the old, unsightly building and erect
grander edifice more becoming divine worship.
The ecclesiastical authorities, knowing the impor
tance of the place and the amount of work to be done,
man equal to the task, and their
resolved to send
choice fell upon Father Leonard, the young, ener
getic pastor of New Hampton Junction.
He left his
old home, universally regretted by his flock, and
assumed charge of St. Mary's July 18, 1869.
His

In September, 1876, Father Leonard was promoted
to the important parish of St. John's in the city of
Newark.
He took his departure from Bordentown

ganization

of Presbyterian Church at Bordentown.
On the motion of the Rev. Charles Hodge, D.D., the
petition was granted, and the following persons ap

pointed

a committee to carry the same into effect,
Rev. Henry Perkins, Rev. John Hall, D.D., and
Rev. Daniel Deurelle.

viz.

This committee met at Bordentown on the 14th
day of May, 1848, and proceeded in due form to or
ganize the first Presbyterian Church of Bordentown
with the following persons
On profession of faith,
John Wilson, Agnes Wilson, Mary Wilson, and John

Jordan; on certificate from other churches, John
Allan, Margaret K. Allan, Margaret Thomas, Mary
Ann Mathlen, Mary Monroe, Jenet Baird, Amos
Baird, Elizabeth B. Scovel, Alfred B. Seymour, and
Mrs. Seymour at the same time John Allan was in
stalled as ruling elder, having been previously or
dained in Scotland.
The Rev. A. Scovel, who was principal of classi
cal school in Bordentown, became the stated supply,
and continued to serve the church in connection with
his school until the close of the year 1861.
From
this time until May, 1863, the church remained with
a

was immediately appointed its first resident
No additions were made during his term, as
Father Lane made ample provisions for the congre
gation.
Bowles
pastor.

tended, the number enrolled for 1876 being two hun
dred and seventy-five.
In the convent there
select department for young ladies who wish to study
the higher branches.

a

is

Newark became the seat of the new diocese, and
Father Bayley, secretary to the Archbishop of New
York, was consecrated its first bishop by the Papal
Nuncio, then on a visit to this country.
Dr. Bayley
the present archbishop of Baltimore.
Father Lane
ceased to officiate in St. Mary's in 1854, and Father

obtained
colony of Sisters from the
mother-house, Mount St. Mary's, Manchester, N. H.
Since the advent of the Sisters
marked change has
taken place in the children
the schools are well at
dence, having

a

is

it,

officiate at St. Mary's.
The great increase of Catholicity in New Jersey
pointed to the necessity of a new Episcopal See.

tian education was his constant thought.
He estab
lished the Convent of Mercy in the old pastoral resi

;

was made to the
and divine service was held every two weeks.
The old church stands to-day as he left
and
now used as the parochial school.
Father Lane was
the last of the Philadelphia priests commissioned to

:

term as pastor the second addition

church,

After the dedication of the new church the chil
dren were the object of Father Leonard's zeal and
solicitude.
To procure for them good, sound Chris

a

During his

;

1849.

out

stated ministry.

Soon after the church was organized the work of
house of worship was undertaken and ac
securing
complished by the indefatigable and
self-sacrificing
1

in

Temperance Society.

a

He received his appointment

donated

:

Flemington, and the other missions attended by him
demanded his constant attention.
His immediate successor was Father Hugh Lane,present pastor of St. Theresa's Church, Philadelphia.

by individual

members, as may be
they bear. The grand sanc
tuary window was the gift of the St. Mary's Benevo
lent Society, and the beautiful one in the front of the
church
the generous offering of the Hibernia

ously

seen by the inscriptions

a

people for nearly five years he was obliged to relin
his Bordentown
congregation, as the rapid
growth
of Catholicity in Trenton, Lambertville,

quish
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By Col. William R. Murphy.
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management of Mr.
completed and occu
house
was
When
the
Scovel.
pied by the congregation it was entirely free from
debt. The more important results of the faithful
work of this venerable and beloved servant of God is
shown in the addition of one hundred and thirty-three
to the members of the church, including those with
whom it was at first constituted.
In May, 1863, the Rev. O. H. Hazard began to
labor as stated supply, and continued until Septem
ber, 1865.
During this period there were added on
and wise and skillful

labors

profession

fourteen,

and on certificate

twenty-four.

From the date last mentioned until the following
May the session procured casual supplies.
In February, 1866, the congregation undertook,
after sixteen years of hard struggle for existence, to
settle its first pastor.
Accordingly, a meeting was
held, and a unanimous call was made for the pastoral
services of the Rev. Joseph Greenleaf, Jr., who was
by the Presbytery of Burlington, May 8,
This pleasant pastorate continued until March,
During these five years there were added to

installed
1866.
1871.

the church twenty-five on profession, and on certifi
It was also during this pastorate,
cate thirty-seven.
encouraged by a brighter prospect of success, and the
apparent necessity of a more commodious house of
worship and in a more eligible location, that the
congregation determined to sell their church build
ing and grounds and erect a new edifice on Farnsworth
Avenue near Burlington Street.
When the new church was completed two facts
were clearly ascertained : First, the congregation
was in possession of a beautiful house of worship ;
and, second, there remained unprovided for a debt

of twelve thousand dollars. This latter fact resulted
in a sheriff's sale, the title-deed passing to the Bor
Through the active be
dentown Banking Company.
nevolence of Mr. George S. Green and the late
Joseph G. Brearley, ruling elders in two of the Tren
ton churches, the property was purchased and the
title held by them for the benefit of the church and
congregation, pending an effort to redeem the prop
erty. As a basis for this effort three bequests had
been made to the congregation, which together with
other contributions amounted to about three thousand
dollars.
The Rev. R. Taylor, D.D., who had for
several months been acting as stated supply, now
undertook to obtain further contributions for the pur
pose of repurchasing the property and paying the
claims which had been cut off by the sheriff's sale.
The efforts of Dr. Taylor, aided by the board of church
erection, were successful, and now the congregation

" sits under its own vine and fig-tree, without
any to
afraid."
molest or make it
During all the trouble of
the congregation it was never deprived of the privi
lege of worshiping within the walls of the new edifice.

On the 5th of January, 1874, Dr. Taylor was in
stalled as the second pastor of the church, which pas
torate continued until the following October, when,

at his request, the relation was dissolved. During his
service, from August, 1871, to October, 1874, there
were, added to the church
twenty on profession, and
twenty-two
on certificates from other churches.
From the date last mentioned the church, remained
without a pastor until the September following (1875),

when the Rev. Leigh Eichmond Smith was installed
This relation, at his own request,
as its third pastor.
was dissolved on the 8th of November, 1876, and now
the church is without a pastor.
During the pastor
ate of Mr. Sm^th there were added on profession
The whole
twenty-five, and on certificate thirteen.
number added to the church since it was organized is
three hundred and thirteen.
The present number is

It should also be stated
and fifteen.
during all these twenty-nine years there has
existed a well-organized
which has
Sunday-school,
proved an efficient agency of the church.
The Friends' Meeting of Bordentown, before
alluded to, established in 1740, being a branch of the
Chesterfield Meeting, its records and history may be
found in the Chesterfield Monthly Meeting records
in the history of Chesterfield township.
Burial-Grounds. —For very many years the Friends
for miles around buried at Crosswicks Meeting-house
ground, but in 1740 Joseph Borden deeded to them
the lot now known as the Quaker graveyard.
As
their meeting-house was built that year, it is probable
the ground was soon used for the purpose designated,
and that every portion of it has been occupied.
one hundred

that

Sometimes, but very rarely at an early date, tomb
stones erected to the memory of Friends are found in
their graveyards.
Preserve Brown seems to have
been especially honored in this respect.
He was
buried in the northwest corner of the ground, and a
solitary tombstone with this inscription marks the
spot:
" In memory of
Preserve Brown, who died the 26th day of the 4th
month, 1744,aged 65 years."

This stone is of blue marble, about two feet high,
the top scrolled in the usual style of the day,
and is undoubtedly the first one put up in Borden
with

town, and probably the oldest to be found in any
Friends' ground in
the State.
Adjoining this, to the north, is the Baptist burialground, also deeded by Joseph Borden in 1751.
The
third tombstone erected in Bordentown was that of

Thomas Potts, who died Feb. 2, 1754, aged seventysix years and one month. It is very similar to that
of Preserve Brown's in size, shape, and material.
Here, also, is the stone of William Potts, who died
July 25, 1783, aged sixty-two years; of William
Potts, who died Nov. 30, 1796, aged thirty-seven
years. We also find the
tomb of (Maj.) John Van
Emburgh, who died Oct. 3, 1798, aged fifty-four years.
The major, we are under the impression, built the
McKnight house. Here, also, we
find the tombstone
of " Doctor Alexander Moore, who departed
this life
Aug. 30, 1785, in the sixtieth year of
his age." The

BORDENTOWN.
doctor for many years resided and practiced at Bor
Hugh Jackaway, who lived under the hill,
has also a stone here, he dying March 28, 1804, aged
fifty-two years, five months, and six days.
dentown.

To the south of the Friends' ground is the Metho
dist burial-ground.
In it we find the graves of Jo
seph Francois Mauroy, who died at Point Breeze,
Jan. 6, 1837, aged fifty-six years. Also, Virginie
Margueritte Mauroy, who died in 1827, aged twentyone years and thirteen months.
Also of Alexander
Sari, July, 1832, and another of Louise Sari, Jan. 22,
1830.
These all were in some capacity attached to
the count's household.
We are under the impression
Sari was a captain in the imperial guards of the em
peror.

At the foot of Church Street, on the bluff of Black's
Creek, and adjoining the above-named burial-places,
is the old Borden, now generally known as the Hop
kinson, ground.
This yard is at least as old as the
Friends', as the following inscription on a tombstone
of the wife of the patron of the city shows :

"In memory of Ann Borden, who died March 11th, 1744-5,in the
age."
58th year of her
Near by is the grave of the first Joseph, after whom
the city was named :
" In memory of Joseph Borden, Esq., who departed this life the 22d
of September,Anno Domini, 1765,in the 79th year of his age."

Close by lies his son, Judge Joseph Borden, and
his grandson, Capt. Joseph, the last of the Bordens'
male line.
The stone of Elizabeth, the relict of the
judge,

Nov.

records

she was born

2, 1807, aged eighty-two

July

10,

1725 ;

died

years.

Here also are
the graves of Ann, daughter of Francis and Ann
Hopkinson, and relict of Ebenezer Stout, born in
Bordentown, Oct. 19, 1777 ; died Sept. 22, 1868, aged
ninety-one years.
" Hamilton Hopkinson, born Nov. 26,1829. Died March 9th, 1861."
" Captain Charles B. Hopkinson, born January 21st,1834. Died June

26th, 1870."

There is also a very handsome monument, a pedestal
and broken column, with a sword pendent, to
" Joseph Hopkinson,
Born March 30th,1816,
Died July 11th,1865.
Surgeon in charge of Mower Hospital."

In this yard is also buried Col. Joseph Kirkbride,
whose inscription is given in the sketch of his life.
There is also a marble tablet bearing this inscrip
tion:

" Harriet Luttrell,
Daughter of Henry Lawes Luttrell,
Earl of Carhampton,
Died Jan. 2d, 1819,aged 66."

Here also is buried Samuel Rogers, at one time
mayor of Bordentown, who died about 1868.
On the bluff north of the Baptist ground and in

the rear of Christ Church is the Episcopal burialground. In the centre of it is the grave of Col. Allen.
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the inscription on which tells its
history, is an elegant structure, fifteen feet six inches
in height. The base is of Pennsylvania blue marble,
and the rest of white Italian. There are appropriate

His monument,

carvings

in bas-relief of flags, muskets, shield, and
emblems, with cross swords, and an ivy and
oak wreath.
The inscriptions are as follows :
Masonic

"Joseph W. Allen, Colonel Ninth Regiment New Jersey Volunteers.
Drowned at Hatteras, North Carolina, January 15th, a.d. 1862,in the
fifty-first year of his age. 2d. This monument is erectedby the officers
of the Ninth Regiment New Jersey Volunteers as a tribute of grateful
reBpectto the memory of their first commander,who, while faithfully
serving his country in the darkest hours of her peril, evento the sac
rifice of his life, endearedhimself to the hearts of his whole command.
3d. January 1st, a.d. 1864. 4th. This record of the unreturning pastiB
dedicatedwith kindly hearts to thee."

Near by is a very fine monument to
" John Walters, died June 20th,1874,aged 73 years."

Mr. Walters was an

of the railroad com

pany for many years, and by economy and shrewd
ness
accumulated very considerable property, the
possession of which he divulged to no one. Upon
his death his children were surprised to find them
selves well provided for, and in gratitude erected this
token of love.
In this yard, also, are buried Capts. William Pearson
and Edward R. McCall, United States navy, John L.
McKnight and William McKnight, and a little stone
has cut in heavy letters " Murat."
By the side of
the child sleeps the old colored nurse. The follow
ing record of Capt. McCall was furnished by the Hon
orable Secretary of the Navy : " Edward R. McCall
was appointed midshipman Jan. 1, 1808, and ordered

Hornet.' On the 20th of March,
1811, he was
' Enterprise.'
ordered to the
Oct. 16, 1811, he was
commissioned lieutenant;
was highly distinguished
Boxer,'
at the capture of the '
after his commander
to the

'

In March, 1814, was ordered
(Burrows) had fallen.
to Baltimore as one of the lieutenants of the frigate
' Java.'
In 1829 he commanded the ' Peacock.' " Of
Commander Pearson : " Was appointed midshipman
'Franklin,'

Jan.

1, 1818, and served on board the
74,
'Independence,'
'John Adams' (sloop), 'Columbus,'
' Hornet,'
74,
receiving-ship at Philadelphia, frigates
' Constellation,'
' Falmouth,'
and sloop ' Marion.' He
squadrons
in
served
the following
: West India, Med
iterranean, Pacific, and Brazil stations. He was com

manding the receiving-ship
death."
time of his

at Philadelphia

at the

Schools. — We are indebted to Professor E. Haas,

county superintendent, for the following deeply inter
esting account of the schools of this district, taken
from his centennial report :

The first school in this place of which we have any
knowledge was that under the control of Miss
afterwards Mrs. Rachel Carman, who taught, in 1767

the ordinary branches of an English education to a
small number of pupils in a small house on Second
She taught off and on in this same
Street.

until

1805.

building
This house was constructed of sticks and
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clay, — the sticks put in the clay to hold it together.
The roof was of slabs. It went by the name of the
" Old Mud House."
The next and first in importance was the academy
for boys, opened in the year 1778, by Burgis Allison,
A.M., in tbe building adjacent to the Pennsylvania
Railroad depot, now occupied and kept as a publicThe course of study was of a
house by Levi Davis.
very high order, and the academy was well furnished
with books, globes, glasses, and other apparatus for
experiments in natural philosophy, astronomy, geog
Mr. Allison, born in
raphy, optics, hydrostatics, etc.
Bordentown, Aug. 17, 1753, was a most remarkable

He was not only a thorough and accomplished
scholar, but also an ingenious and skillful mechanic ;
much of his school apparatus was the work of his own
His extensive acquaintance with the living
hands.
languages, especially the French, Spanish, and Por
tugese, brought him many a youth from foreign lands.
Mr. Allison was succeeded in turn by Dr. Hunter,
Boozer, John Bull, Mr. Grey, Elisha Lip
Eev.
pincott, and John Elkinton.
About 1840, Madame Murat, the wife of Prince
Murat, one of the members of the imperial family,
also kept a school for young ladies in the Murat Eow,
on Park Street.
By the solicitation of Bishop Doane, the Eev. Sam
uel Edwin Arnold, D.C.D., an English clergyman,
principal of the academy at Freehold, and officiating
in St. Peter's Church of that place, removed to Bor
man.

dentown to establish a boarding- and day-school for
boys, and supply the friends of the church with

clerical service. And having obtained the house and
grounds once the residence of Col. Kirkbride and of
" Age of Season,"
Thomas Paine, the author of the
situate on what is now called the hill-top, a bluff
sixty-five feet above the level of the river, command
ing a most beautiful view of the Delaware and the
surrounding country, he opened his school about the

By
1st of May, 1834, for the reception of scholars.
his indefatigable exertions and the generous patronage
of the church it proved a most successful enterprise.
He continued, however, to teach but five years, when
he gave up the school and withdrew from the ministry.
a short time the building was again occupied in
turn by Mr. Hall, the Rev. Alden Scovel, Presbyte

In

Of
rian, and the Rev. John H- Brakeley, Methodist.
Hall but very little is known ; while it is said of Mr.
Scovel that he would rather read in Latin than in his

own, the English language, and that he never seemed
engaged in pointing out to
so much at home as when
his pupils the beauties of the classics. There is no
doubt that this is the reason why his pupils were so

particularly noted for their proficiency in that direc
Mr. Brakeley established his seminary for the
tion.
education of young ladies in April, 1851, and had it
chartered in February, 1853, as "The Bordentown
College,"
the history of which is given here
Female
after.

About 1829, Isaac Thorn built a school-house on
his property on Crosswicks Street, near the pottery,
and hired the teacher, in order that he might have
educational opportunities
for his own children at
home.

The Rev. William H. Gilder, of the Philadelphia
Methodist Conference, opened the Bellevue Seminary
for young ladies in October, 1842. He was succeeded
by Miss Maria H. Nutt, who continued it but a short
time.

Prior to the year 1852 there had been little or
nothing done in the way of education beyond what
the private

schools

had effected.

At

this time the

of Bordentown authorized the
trustees to buy a lot of ground and build thereon a
brick school-house, the cost of which should not ex
ceed four thousand dollars.
Accordingly a lot of
ground on Crosswicks Street was purchased of Benja
min Seward, and a two-story building erected. After
with modern desks, etc., it was
being furnished
opened as a public school by J. Kirby Burnham,
principal, and four female assistants. From time to
time, as the school increased, the building has been
enlarged, until at the present it is one hundred feet
taxable

inhabitants

long by forty feet wide, and two stories high.

It

is

divided by glass partitions into fourteen apartments,
each capable of seating fifty pupils, and is heated
with hot air by furnaces in the basement. Its esti
mated value is fourteen thousand dollars.
The names
of the principals since Mr. Burnham are J. G. Her
bert, Peter Powell, Francis Fosket, Eev. Eobert Julien, John Collins, B. S. Braddock, and G. H. Voorhis.
The first school wherein colored children were in
structed was that of Mrs. William Middleton, opened
in the year 1842. Her character and conduct deserve

more than a passing notice.
A native of the town,
she acquired by dint of perseverance more than an.
ordinary education, at a time, too, when a mistaken
policy denied the means of instruction to her race.
As soon as circumstances permitted she strove to
make herself useful by imparting her knowledge to
others. Although her school numbered but fourteen
pupils, varying from the tender age of five to the
adult of twenty-five, yet it proved the
entering wedge
to split from the system of education the
rough, un
sightly concretions of prejudices, so
the
beauty of the solid block within. Thus
by private
enterprise the school
gradually increased in impor
tance until 1853, when the
township board of trustees
took hold of it on a comparative
footing with the
other schools of the town.
At present the school is
under the charge of W. F. Powell.
The whole num
ber of pupils is sixty-nine, being three
more than that
given by the census. Its grade
has been raised by
introduction of algebra, elocution, composition
and
map-drawing.

The Eoman Catholic element in this
town being
quite strong, and being desirous of
having a school of
their own, they opened one in their church
on the
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and Scientific

at Hightstown, N. J., came
on the 28th of February, 1868, and
established the " New Jersey Collegiate Institute."
Bordentown Female College (see cut on page
488) was opened in Bordentown, N. J., in 1851 as a
ladies'
young
seminary hy Rev. John H. Brakeley.
[now Peddie]
to Bordentown

Ph.D.

school for both sexes. It was incorporated
Jersey Collegiate Institute and success
number of years. In
fully conducted by them for
Ladies' College, in the
1881, President Bowen, of the
as a military in
same city, purchased and opened
tablished

and excellence.
Some of the graduates in music, as in the other
graduatory courses much longer established, occupy
responsible positions as teachers.

Students are in attendance from Iowa, Florida,
New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, and New Jersey.
The graduating class of the present year, 1883, is the
largest in the history of the institution.
The following compose the faculty : Rev. William
C. Bowen, A.M., president, Moral Science and Ancient
Languages; Mrs. Gertrude S. Bowen, M.L.A., vicepresident, Mental Science; Miss Edith A. Warmer,
M.L.A., History, Grammar, and Botany ; Mrs. Mary
D. Emory, A.M., Rhetoric, English Criticism, and
Physiology ; Samuel E. Rusk, Physics and Chemistry ;
Rev. J. A. Cole, Latin and Mathematics ; Miss Marie
B. Bowen, M.L.A., French ; C. P. Hoffmann, Music

it

a

Annapolis.

The faculty are (1882-83) Eev. William C. Bowen,
A.M., principal, Greek and Moral Science Col. Sam
uel E. Eusk, resident principal and commandant,
Natural Sciences, German, and Military Tactics
Eev. J. A. Cole, Latin and Mathematics
Professor
George Eeed Cromwell, Lecturer on Art; Miss Ella
Sinclair, English Branches and Belles-lettres
Miss
Maria B. Bowen, M.L.A., French Miss Lizzie Petheram, Music and English Branches.
Board of Council
Philip P. Scovel (president),
Hugh Newell (secretary), H. J. Fillman, Eev. D. H.
D. Young, M.D., Edgar Haas, A.M.,
Shock, A.M.,
Eev. J. E. Adams, David Shipps, James S. Wood
ward, Eev. William C. Bowen, A.M., Col. Samuel E.
Eusk, ex-officio.
Committee on Military Drill Maj.-Gen. Gershom
Mott, Col. William E. Murphy.

;

;

;

prominence

Stu
drawing (both mechanical and architectural).
dents have daily drill in the United States tactics,
and are prepared for business, college, West Point, or

;

life into all its departments.
The usual courses of study are maintained, viz. :
The belles-lettres, classic (ancient and modern), and
scientific ; also a course of popular lectures each year.
The music and art departments have unusual

¦ tion, and infused new

sanguine expectations as to its success were surpassed.
The courses of study are the academic, commercial,
scientific, and college preparatory, with music and

;

the beauty and attractiveness of their elevated loca
tion on the Delaware.
He has rallied the alumni who graduated under
his predecessor to the hearty support of the institu-

stitute for boys and young men.
The felt need of such an institution in that section
of the State greatly favored the enterprise. The most

:

institution.
In 1875, Dr. Brakeley, who had been very successful
as a teacher, was succeeded by Rev. William C. Bowen,
A.M., who brought with him from New York an
able corps of teachers. He immediately refurnished
throughout, and commenced improvements in the
buildings and grounds which have greatly added to

:

It was successfully conducted by its
founder and his associates, and many graduated from
its halls with credit alike to themselves and to the
fer degrees.

as the New

:

it was incorporated and authorized to con

There are two excellent private schools now in the
city.
One, the Adelphic Institute, at the corner of
Farnsworth Avenue and Union Street, by the Eev.
boarding-. and day-school for
Eobert Julian. It
boys. The other, Mrs. Malinda Field's select school,
is

1853

Malliard, the trusted friend of the ex-King Joseph
and expended
Bonaparte, purchased and enlarged
considerable money in laying out the grounds.
In 1868, Edwin and Edgar Haas bought
and es

I.

In

opened a French school, in which some of the lead
ing ladies at present of Bordentown were educated.

it,

palship of the " New Jersey Classical
Institute,"

it,

ters of Mercy, affords an opportunity for young ladies
to acquire a finished education.
E. and E. Haas, A.M., having resigned the princi-

a

continued for some time under different teachers, the

public money having been withdrawn, it waned for a
few years, to be reinvigorated in 1874 by the Sisters
of Mercy, who are now giving instruction in the ele
mentary studies to quite a number of children of
their own persuasion, drawn from the public school.
St. Joseph's Academy, also under the care of the Sis

Director, Piano, Organ, and Vocalization ; Mrs. Marie
E. Hoffmann, Vocalization ; Miss Elizabeth Kate M.
Pennock, M.E.L., M.B., Piano; Miss M. Adaline
Davies, M.B., Piano ; Miss Elizabeth Brewer, Art
Studies; George Reed Cromwell, Lecturer on Art.
Board of Council : Hon. Mahlon Hutchinson, pres
ident; P. F. Hyatt, M.D., secretary and treasurer;
Jacob Messeroll, Col. William E. Murphey, Eev. A.
E. Ballard, J. Henry Witmore, Hon. J. Bingham
Woodward, Samuel E. Burr, A. G. Eichey, Esq., E.
B. Coonley, A.M., M.D.; Eev. A. P. Lyon, A.M.;
Eev. William C. Bowen, ex-officio.
Bordentown Military Institute. — In 1840,
Girault erected a part of the present building, and

a

corner of Second and Bank Streets in 1853, under the
charge of Peter Cantwell. It was supported partly
by private and partly by public money. After being
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in Church Street near Prince. Both these institutes
stand very high in the community.
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BORDENTOWN.
Fieldsboro'

District, No. 14.— The first schoolhouse in this place, or White Hill, as it is usually
called, was erected in the year 1832.
It was a low
one-story brick building, with gable to the street in
the quaint old-fashioned style. It is still standing on

schools, one for boys and the other for girls, was
opened in the basement of the church.
girls'
Teachers in the
school from 1836 to 1847:

Third Street, and with some additions is now used
It was occupied for school pur

son.

as a dwelling-house.
poses thirteen

years, the first teacher being Kirkbride
Eastburn.
The Second Street school-house was built
in 1845, at the corner of Hamilton and Second Streets,
on land given for the purpose by Thomas and Isaac

Field. It was a two-story frame, the lower story
being occupied by the boys and the upper by the
girls. In the course of years the number of pupils
increased

so greatly that the school became very
much crowded.
At first it was proposed to enlarge

the building, but after due deliberation it was decided
to build a new and larger one instead, which was ac
cordingly done in 1864 at a cost of four thousand
dollars.
The old one was sold and removed some
few rods distant and converted into a tenement-house.

This present house is of brick, and stands on the
ground occupied by the previous one; it is two
stories high, well built, and furnished with modern
school furniture. The school was reorganized and
partially graded in 1868, under the charge of Mrs.
M. P. Field, principal, and two female assistants.
There are now three school districts and four public
school-houses in the township.
The aggregate value
of the school property in 1866 was thirteen thousand
nine hundred dollars ; now it is twenty-eight thou
sand three hundred and eighty-six dollars, being an
increase of nearly one hundred and five per cent.

¦

489

The following is taken from a letter written by the
Rev. James Thorn, of Vincentown :
List of those who taught in the old brick school-

it stood in West Street, nearly where
Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church now stands :
From 1797 to 1838, John Allen, close to the Revo
lution, and, think, before it also, as my grandfather
went to school to Mr. Butler; James Butler, Joel
Whitman, Aaron Bellangee,
Chessire, Greenberry
Yankee Blackstrap, William Howell, Kirkbride Eastburn, Isaac Hemmingway, Israel Lippincott.
The old brick house was then removed to its
present location at the corner of Crosswicks and
West Streets and reopened in the autumn of 1839.
From 1839 to 1848, Henry Moore, James Thorn,
Mr. Devlain, a lady.
There was a school-house attached to the old Bap
tist Church. ¦ The following is the list of teachers in
it :
From 1824 to 1834, Rev. Thomas Larcombe, Han
nah Lawrence, Huldah Thorn, Miss Buzby, Miss
Milner.
The school-house was torn away at the same time
house while

I

the old church was taken down.

I was an eye-witness

to tbe vandalism.

After the second house of worship was erected two

Catharine Kellum, Hannah Stivers, Catharine Clark,
Mary Thompson, Susan S. Herbert, Angeline Thomp
boys'

Teachers in the
school from 1838 to 1847 : A.
Hall*
D. French, Ellis B.
Albert H. Sanborne, James
Thorne.

In the spring or summer of 1840, William Hilton
opened a Friends' boarding- and day-school near the
foot of Walnut Street. The teachers who taught in
it were

: 1, Miss Black ; 2, Susan S. Herbert, who
afterwards taught in the Baptist school (my wife) ; 3,
Rebecca Davis; 4, Ellen Hilton.
This school was

under the control of the trustees of the district, the
day scholars drawing from the public funds the same
as the scholars of the district school.

Select Schools.— From

1825 to 1834: 1, Miss
Mary Bullock ; 2, Miss Nutt.
The following is a list of those persons who taught
in Bordentown since my recollection in private resi
dences or their own private school-houses.
These
schools were classed as district schools.
Some of
them would now be called infant schools. They, all
drew from the public funds and were under the con
trol of the trustees of the district :
From 1827 to 1847: 1, Mr. Elkinton, in the acad
emy, now the Bordentown House; 2, Mrs. Isabella
Norcross; 3, Mrs. Mott; 4, Amanda Oliver; 5, Sarah
Updike ; 6, Mrs. Burns ; 7, Mrs. Caroline Carman ;
8, Mrs. Elizabeth Carman;
9, Mr. Stout; 10, Miss
Mary Shreve; 11, Miss Sarah Bennett;
12, Mrs.
Arnel ; 13, a married lady, who taught on Farnsworth
Avenue, three doors south of Crosswicks Street.
Lettie Starkey's School. — This lady kept a school for

small children more than eighty years ago.
A very
aged lady residing here
(Vincentown) told me a few
months ago (by the way she is a relative of the Borden
family) she remembered her when she was a child,
"and the house stood on the west side of Second
Street, near the Trenton road. It was the famous
school of the day.
have heard persons in Borden
town also talk about it. This must not be forgotten.

I

Thorn's School. —There was also a celebrated school
kept near Bordentown, on the Crosswicks road, about
one mile out of town, known as Isaac Thorn's school.
Isaac,

of Anthony Thorn, owned the
Kirkbride Eastburn taught in it the

the brother

school-house.

winter of 1826 or 1827 ; then a famous teacher suc
ceeded him by the name of Anson P. Brooks.
He
was from Connecticut.
Yankee Blackstrap. —This gentleman, whose name
can't remember, dressed in black,'wore ruffled shirts,
and acquired the title of Y. B. by keeping a black strap
coiled up on his desk.
a scholar was inattentive,
he threw the strap at it and made it bring it to him
and then flogged it on the palm of the hand.
He was

I

If

the terror of all us small children.

If he

had beeu
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I

could not have been more afraid of him.
the devil,
He came by our door one day and spoke to me.
screamed, and he gave me a fvppenny-bit to be still.
heard a lady speak
John Bull— Many years ago
gentleman
as once having taught in Borden
of this

I

I

I

town. He was a Baptist, and think that he must have
taught a select school, but where could not ascertain.
It must have been eighty or eighty-five years ago.

I

I think

in all probability he taught about the time
It may have been in the old
Mrs. Starkey taught.
brick school-house, but his being a Baptist makes me
think he must have taught a select school, for the
Friends, who had control of the old brick, generally
employed persons of that persuasion.
Mr. Bull sub
and taught a private

sequently went to Pemberton,
have
school there. He was a finished scholar.
often seen him in the streets there. He was very aged,
and died a few years ago.

I

Mrs. Arnel had a school built on her premises.
After Mary Thompson left the basement of the Bap
tist Church she had one built adjoining her house that
stands on the southeast corner of Walnut and Second
Hannah Lawrence, after she vacated
Streets (?).
the school-house attached to the Baptist Church, had
one built on what was called Lawrence's Alley.
I commenced teaching on Farnsworth Avenue,
in a building that stood one door above Mr. Freder
ick G. Wiese's store (west side of Farnsworth Avenue,
It was an arcade, as we
north of Church Street).
Garritt S. Cannon,
sometimes called such buildings.
Esq., had his office in one room, a book and stationerystore was kept by T. T. Bleyer in another.
com
menced teaching on the 1st of September, 1839, stayed
there until the spring of 1840, and succeeded Mr.
Moore, who opened the old brick, at the forks of Cross
wicks and West Streets, in the winter of 1839. Stayed

I

there several years, when, being over-zealous (being
pushed ahead by demagogues) on the temperance
ejected and obliged to
was summarily
question,

I

move my school to my father's residence on West
stayed here six months, and then moved into
Street.
of the Baptist Church, and closed there
basement
the

I

in the spring of 1847.
Miss Herbert commenced teaching in Hilton's school
in Bordentown in the fall of 1840, and continued
there until the fall of 1846, then went into the
basement school of the Baptist Church, and remained
until February, 1847, when she went back to New
Egypt.
married her in 1848.
She died four years
ago last December, and was buried in the Bordentown

I

cemetery.

I

went to school to was Mrs. Nor
The first person
cross. Her daughter Sarah taught me to read the
have never
Bible when I was about five years old.
kept any diary of the schools or school interests in
Bordentown, but what I have written is a part and

I

I

have revolved
of my childhood days that
over and over in my mind until they have become
recollect from cir
The periods
a part of myself.
parcel

I

cumstances aud my age at the time, but I have an Eu
clid in which wrote my name at Dr. Arnold's school.
The Borough of Bordentown. —Bordentown for
many generations remained part of Chesterfield town
ship.
The elections were held alternately at Cross-.
The popu
and Bordentown.
wicks, Eecklesstown,
lation of Bordentown gradually increased until it
The citizens were without
became a large village.
the necessary conveniences of horses and carriages
enjoyed by the country portion for attending the

I

polls, and they desired to have a polling district of
their own. The question of schools was also in
These reasons led to the establishment of
volved.
the borough.
On the 13th of February, 1849, an act of the Legis
lature of New Jersey was approved incorporating the

of Bordentown, with bounds as follows:
that part of the township of Chesterfield,
in the county of Burlington, and all that part of the
township of Nottingham, in the county of Mercer,
which is included in the limits and boundaries here
inafter mentioned, that is to say : Beginning at a
' Savage's Bridge,'
in
small bridge, commonly called
Richards'
the township of Chesterfield, in Thomas
land (park), adjoining Crosswicks Creek; thence run
ning from said bridge, on a northwesterly course,
which will strike James I. Taylor's house, to low-water
mark in the river Delaware ; thence down the said
river Delaware, a straight course, to Black's Creek ;
thence up the middle of said creek, the several courses
thereof, to the flood-gates at Justice's Mills (now
Dunn's) ; thence along the dam, and up the middle
of the public road leading from said mill until the
same intersects the public road leading from Borden
borough

" That all

Square ; thence a northerly course
across and by lands of Charles Mickle, Aaron Bellangee, and Joseph H. Cook to the intersection of
the plaster-mill road ("the Thorntown road") with

town to Mansfield

the road leading from Bordentown to Crosswicks ;
thence a northwesterly course to the culvert near the
Mile Hill, under the public road leading from Bor
dentown to Trenton ; thence down the run from said
beginning."
culvert to the place of
The officers provided for the borough were a mayor,
a recorder, and seven Common

Councilmen. These
were constituted one body politic, and corporated by
the name, style, and title of " the Mayor, Recorder,
and Common Council of the Borough of Bordentown,"
and vested with the usual powers and privileges in
such cases grauted.
Under the charter the first elec
tion was held at the town hall on the 9th of April,
persons were chosen :
1849, and the following-named

Mayor, Edward Robbins ; Recorder, Ezra B. Rob
bins ; Common Council, Peter H. Kester, George W. '
Thompson, Nicholas F. Smith, Abraham Probasco,
Robert Hankins, Aaron Bellangee, and William A.
Shreve ; Judge of Election, Clayton Aaronson ; As
sessor,

Peter

David Levins ; Commissioners of Appeal,
Shreve, Amos P. Ellis, and Horatio Furman ;

BORDENTOWN.
Treasurer, Whitall Stokes ; Collector, Jonas Bechtel ;
Constables, William Cowles, William Buntine, and
Benjamin Barton ; Pound-Keeper,
James P. Ryan.
The Township of Bordentown. — The growth of
population called for further accommodations, which
the country portion of the township of Chesterfield
were unwilling to allow, and therefore it became
necessary for a division of the township, and an act
creating the township of Bordentown was passed and
approved Jan. 31, 1852, with the following-prescribed
boundaries :
"Beginning at the line of the State of Pennsylvania, opposite the
mouth of Black's Creek, on the Delaware River; thence running down
Baidriver, alongsaidStateline, to a point oppositethe middle of that part
of said river, which runs betweenNewbold's,or Biddle's Island and the
main or Jersey Shore; thencealong the middleof the same,around said
island, to a point oppositea certain sluice, known as Emley's sluice, on
the river road leading from Bordentown to Burlington ; thenceup said
sluice, or main ditch, to the old York Road ; thence along the southside
of said road to Black's bridge over Black's Creek ; thence still along
the north side of said TorkRoad to the intersection of the Mill road;
thence still up the north side of said York Road to a stake standing in
the line of William Black's, from about one hundred yards northeastof
a small tenant housebelonging to SamuelC. Taylor; thence north five
degreeseastalong said line, commonlyknown as Edward Field's line,
now Black's, to a stone corner to land of Clement Rockhill ; thenceby
the same,along the lands of said Rockhill and Ann Newbold, to a stone
in the woods,corner of William Carslake,said Rockhill's and Newbold ;
thence north thirty-six and a half degreeswest,to a stake comer of land
of Lewis W. Pancoast; thence north five degrees,west and along the
line of lands of said Carslake and Pancoastto the main road leading to
Carslake'scorner from Bordentown; thence acrosssaid main road to a
road leading from said Main road to Sand Hills; thence along the west
side of said road to the intersectionof the Groveville and Trenton Road ;
thence along the west side of said Groveville Road, south sixty-eight
degreeseastalong said road, down to the middle of CrosswicksCreek ;
•thencedown the middle of said creek to its junction with the Delaware
River at Bordentown ; thence down the Delaware River, along the line
of the State of Pennsylvania, to the place of beginning. Set off from
the township of Chesterfield and Mansfield and erectedinto the town
ship of Bordentown."

Fifteen years of continued growth of population
demanded a change in the form of government, and
in April, 1867, an act was passed authorizing the
erection of a city government.
The number of councilmen

was changed

from

seven to nine,

and the

Council was empowered to levy taxes without the
consent of the people, to the extent of seventy-five
cents on the hundred dollars, on all real and, personal
estate.
The first election under the city charter took
place on the 13th of April, 1868, and the followingnamed persons were chosen to fill the various offices :
Mayor, Leo H. DeLange ; Recorder, Joseph H.

Thorn; Council, N. D. Thompson, S. E. Burr, Wil
Venable, Charles A. Butts, Thomas Wood,
Jonas Bechtel, Fred G. Wiese, Henry H. Vanatta,
and P. F. Hyatt ; Assessor, Nathan B. Wilson ; Col
lector, William H. Atkinson; Commissioners of Ap
peal, David M. Carslake, Ezra B. Robbins, and H.
P. Wilgus; Marshal, John D.Mitchell; Constables,
George Whitely and Benj. T. Howell ; Judges of the
LangElection, John Holloway, Levi K. Schenck,
horn Thorn, William S. Herbert, Fred G. Wiese, and
Joseph Wilson ; Harbor-Master, James McGovern ;
Pound-Keeper, Thomas Hendrickson.
liam
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The mayor, under the new charter, not being presi
dent of Council, communicated with that body by
message.

The city boundaries are the same as those of the
borough, with the exception that the part lying in
Mercer County was cut off, the line as now altered
running down Crosswicks
River.
BORDENTOWN

Creek

to the Delaware

BOROUGH.

— Mayor, Edward Robbins ; Recorder,Ezra B. Robbins. No record
1849.
madeof the membersof CommonCouncil this year.
1850.— Mayor, George W. Thompson ; Recorder,Ezra B. Robbins ; Com
mon Council, William Thompson, Mifflin Paul, Clement Rockhill,
Joseph Bodine, Samuel C. Taylor, Peter Saxton, Thomas Carman.
— Mayor, George W. Thompson ; Recorder,Ezra B. Robbins. Coun
1851.
cil again omitted in the records.^
— Mayor, George W. Thompson ; Recorder, Ezra B. Robbins. No
1852.
record of Council made this year.
— Mayor, William P. McMichael ; Recorder, Ezra B. Robbins. No
1853.
record of membersof Council.
— Mayor, Joseph B. Johnson; Recorder, Joseph H. Thorn; Com
1854.
mon Council, Peter Sexton, Michael Higgins, John Shreve, Joseph
D. Claypole, Mahlon F. Shreve, George A. Stowell, Middleton
Carslake.
— Mayor, George B. Raymond ; Recorder, Joseph H. Thorn ; Com
1855.
mon Council, James L. Jaques, Clement Rockhill, Joseph Bodine,
Elisha Nevins, Mahlon F. Shreve, William Steele, Middleton
Carslake.
— Mayor, Richard Thorn; Recorder, Henry P. Reed; Common
1856.
Council, William A. Shreve, James L. Jaques, David Carslake,
Joseph Bodine, George Whitely, Mahlon F. Shreve, Clement
Rockhill.
— Mayor, Richard Thorn, Sr. ; Recorder,James Stratton ; Common
1857.
Council, William A. Shreve, George Whitely, William Alston,
David M. Carslake,Peter Emly, Mahlon F. Shreve,James L. JaqueB.
1858.— Mayor, George M. Wright; Recorder, Edward Clift; Common
Council, Robert S. Van Rensselaer,George B. Raymond, Nicoll F,
Smith, Samuel C. Forker, William S. Herbert, Joseph Norris, Peter
Werts.
— Mayor, George M. Wright; Recorder, Edward Clift; Common
1859.
Council, Robert S.Van Rensselaer,GeorgeB. Raymond, Peter Werts,
Samuel C. Forker, William S. Herbert, William Cook, M.D., Nicol
F. Smith.
I860.—Mayor, George M. Wright; Recorder, Edward Clift; Common
Council, Robert S. Van Rensselaer, William H. Van Nortwick,
George B. Raymond,William S. Herbert, William Cook, M.D., Nicol
F. Smith, Clement Richardson.
— Mayor, William P. McMichael ; Recorder,Edward Clift ; Common
1861.
Council, R. S. Van Rensselaer,William H. Van Nortwick, Benjamin
T. Smith, Peter Werts, James W. Allen, N. D. Thompson, William
S. Herbert.
1862.—Mayor, William P. McMichael; Recorder, Edward Clift; "Com
mon Council, R. S. Van Rensselaer,Benjamin T. Smith, William H.
Van Nortwick, Peter Werts, James W. Allen, William S. Herbert,
Thomas Bennett.
—Mayor, Samuel C. Forker; Recorder, Edward Clift; Common
1863.
Council, Thomas Bennett, Thomas Wood, William S. Herbert,
Thomas W. Dunn, John Carlton, Leo H. De Lange, Langhorn
Thorn.
— Mayor, George W. Thompson ; Recorder,Edward Clift; Common
1864.
Council, Thomas W. Dunn, Henry Wilgus, Thomas Wood, William
Burns, William S. Herbert, Leo H. De Lange, Langhorn Thorn.
— Mayor, George W. Thompson ; Recorder, Joseph H. Thorn ;
1865.
Common Council, William H. Black, David M. Carslake, Henry P.1
Wilgus, William S. Herbert, Joseph R. Tantum, Levi Schenck,
Pearson Thorn.
— Mayor, Andrew J. Kinck ; Recorder, Joseph H. Thorn; Common
1866.
Council, Samuel C. Forker, David M. Cai"slake,Henry P. Arnel,
Samuel E. Burr, William H. Black, Henry H. Vanatta, Henry P.
WilguB.
— Mayor, Andrew J. Kinck ; Recorder, JoBeph H. Thorn ; Common
1867.
Appleton,'
Council, Henry P. Arnel, Samuel E. Burr, Charles J.
David M. Carslake, Robert Stewart, Henry H. Vanatta, William
Venable.
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1868.—Mayor, Leo H. De Lange ; Recorder, Joseph H. Thorn ; Common
Council, N. Douglass Thompson,Samuel E. Burr, William Venable,
Thomas Wood, Jonas Bechtel, Fred. G. Weise, Henry H. Vanatta, P.
F. Hyatt.
— Mayor, David L. Hall; Recorder, Joseph H. Thorn; Common
1869.
Council, James Trout, Henry P. Arnel, Moses R. Wolf, Ralph S.
Vankirk, James Coll, Jr., Robert Stewart, Fred. G. Weiee,Joseph B.
Taylor, Thomas S. Stevens.
— Mayor, David L. Hall; Recorder,James Coll, Jr. ; CommonCoun
1870.
cil, Fred. G. Weise, Robert Stewart, Moses Wolf, Joseph B. Taylor,
G. Warner English, Enoch W. Applegate, Robert K. Allen, William
H. Atkinson, A. Judson Sexton.
— Mayor, Edward Robbins ; Recorder, James Coll, Jr. ; Common
1871.
Council, Thomas Wood, William S. Herbert, Robert Stewart, Lewis
C. Gorlach, SamuelG. Wright, Henry P. Arnel, MosesWolf, William
H. Black, James Powell.
1872.—Mayor, Edward Rolbins; Recorder, James Coll, Jr.; Common
Council, Robert K. Allen, Michael Higgins, William H. Atkinson,
John J. Rogers,Francis H. Higgins, MosesWolf, Thomas S. Stevens,
Charles "W.Brown, Samuel L. Roberts.
1873.— Mayor, Edward Robbins; Recorder, Henry P. Arnel ; Common
Council, Michael Higgins, Moses Wolf, John E. Edwards, John Os
mond, Israel Frazier, William Bunn, John Waters, Jr., Daniel R.
Eldrige, Thomas Kerr, Jr.
— Mayor, Moses Wolf ; Recorder,Henry P. Arnel ; Common Coun
1874.
cil, Michael Higgins, Daniel Eldridge, John Waters, Jr., Powell
Clift, Thomas Brady, Patrick Rattigan, William S. Herbert, G. War
ner English, Edgar Wright.
— Mayor, MosesWolf; Recorder, Henry P. Arnel; Common Coun
1875.
cil, Edgar Wright, Daniel Eldridge, William S. Herbert, Thomas
Brady, Patrick Rattigan, Charles Ashton, Joseph Higgins, Joseph
Newell, William Steele.
—Mayor, Moses Wolf, Recorder, Samuel P. Hartman; Common
1876.Council, Daniel Eldridge, Joseph Higgins, John 0. Hudson, Joseph
N. Newell, John J. Rogers,John B. Taylor, Edgar Wright, William
S. Herbert, Michael Higgins.
— Mayor, Thomas Bennett; Recorder, Henry P. Arnel; Common
1877.
Council, Joseph Higgins, John 0. Hudson, Patrick Rattigan, George
W. Thompson,William S. Herbert, Charles R. Ellis, Powell Clift,
Michael Quain, William F. Stout.
—Mayor, Thomas Bennett; Recorder, Henry P. Arnel; Common
1878.
Council, John 0. Hudson, William H. Black, Patrick Rattigan, John
J. Maxwell, GeorgeW. Tapper, Thomas Wood, Sr., William Steele,
John H. Kempton, William S. Herbert.
1879.—Mayor, Shreve Hartshorn ; Recorder, William H. Torr ; Common
Council, William Steele,Clement Rockhill, Asher Brakely, WilHam
D. Rogers, Charles Reeder,Sr., E. Parker Ferris, J. Price Campbell,
Richard Allen, Robert S. Murphy.
— Mayor, John 0. HudBon; Recorder, David F. Waker: Common
1880.
Council, Joshua Lamsou, Henry P. Arnel, John H. Hemphill, Wil
liam H. Thompson,John J. Maxwell, John F. MechelliB, Alfred W.
Hounelow, Charles Parker, Milton W. Maitland.
— Mayor, John 0. Hudson; Recorder, David F. Wakei; Common
1881.
Council, Joshua Lamson, Milton W. Maitland, John H. Hemphill,
Alfred W. Hounslow, Michael Herron, John J. Maxwell, Charles
Parker, Gotlieh Bruker, GeorgeW. Moore.
1882.—Mayor, John 0. Hudson ; Recorder, David F. Waker ; Common
Council, Henry J. Fillman, B. Frank Thompson,James Powell, John
H. Hemphill, Gotlieb Bruker, Clinton Mendenhall, Milton W. Mait
land, Isaac D. Gabel, John P. Reed.
Presidentsof Common Council.— David M. Carslake, Henry P. Arnel,
Fred. G. Wiese, Robert Stewart, John J. Rogers, MosesWolf, Edgar
Wright, William S. Herbert, John 0. Hudson, Asher Brakeley, John
J. Maxwell, Henry J. Fillman.
— 1852-53,George W. Thomp
ChosenFreeholders,BordentownTownship.
son; 1854,Whitall Stokes; 1855-56,Peter Werts; 1867-60,William
' Thompson 1861-63,
Samuel C. Forker ; 1864-66,GeorgeW. Thomp
;
son; 1867-70,William S. Herbert; 1871-73,Joseph L. Vansant;
1874-82,Peter Werts.

Industrial Pursuits and Business Interests of
Bordentown City and Township,— In 1852 a com
pany was formed, and commenced the building of the
present gas-works, which they completed at a cost of

fifty thousand dollars. Isaac Post was the engineer
that superintended their construction.
The capacity
of the gasometer is twenty-five thousand cubic feet.
The length of the main pipe thirteen thousand feet.
Of service-pipe, between four thousand and five thou
sand feet. The number of public gas-lamps is forty,
and of private consumers about one hundred and
fifty.
The works are in a first-class condition, and
capable of supplying three times the amount of gas
at present used. The illuminating power of the gas
in any city in the
is equal to that manufactured
country, and the price per thousand feet, $3.80, com
pares very favorably with that of any city of the same
size. J. O. Hudson is the superintendent of the works.
In 1855 the water-works were constructed at a cost

of forty thousand dollars, the contractor being Col.
Joseph W. Allen. The capacity of both reservoirs
Length of six-inch main to res
are 684,466 gallons.
ervoirs, 5450 feet. Total length of six-inch main-pipe,
10,900 feet ; of three-inch
pipe, 12,750 feet. Total
length of pipe, nearly four and a half miles.
Num
ber of fire-plugs, 30 ; of private hydrants, 326.
The
engine is a Worthington compound duplex of twentyfive horse-power ; a pumping capacity of 144,000 gal
lons of water, at a consumption of 1100 pounds of
coal, every ten hours. The head of water in the basin
is sixty feet above the level of the city.
John M.
Steele is the superintendent.

The Bordentown

Banking

Company.— This

company was organized Oct. 5, 1851, and opened a
State bank in Bordentown on the 25th of November
following.
The charter members were John L. Mc

Knight, G. S. Cannon, E. R. McCall, Elijah McCall,
Gordon, Robert Hankins, F. R. Combs, Thomas
Cormick, Henry H. Longstreet, Sarah W. McCall,
Joseph Wall, Rebecca J. McKnight, Emily G. Mc
Knight, Nicholas Wall, George Gaskill, and John
W. McKnight.
The capital stock was $73,750, the
surplus is $35,000, and undivided profits $5904.40.
The company erected their building in 1851, have
always been distinguished
for conservative action,
and enjoy the confidence of the community.
John
L. McKnight served as president from its organiza

F. B.

tion until February, 1869, Robert C. Hutchinson from
from 1869 to August, 1882, and Dr. H. H. Longstreet
from December, 1882, until the present time.
Dis
count days of the bank, Tuesdays and Fridays. The
present officers of the bank are Dr. Henry H. Longstreet, president ; A. J. Claypool, cashier ; Joseph R.
Deacon and R. B. Holloway, tellers ; Henry H. Longstreet, Gershom Mott, Clark Hutchinson, Jacob M.

Bunting, G. S. Cannon, Mahlon Hutchinson, John P.
Hutchinson, and G. M. Wright.

The White Hill Foundry and MachineWorks. — Lewis P. Thompson, proprietor of these

works, was born near Freehold, Monmouth Co., N. J.,
Sept. 12, 1829.
His parents were Charles Thompson

McKnight. (1792-1844).
(1784-1852) and. Sarah
His
father was a blacksmith by trade, but carried on farm-

,,
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ing during the latter part of his life. The family in
cluded eight children, of whom six grew to years of
maturity, viz. : Samuel (1811-58), Joseph (1813-44),

They erected in

Mary (1817-46), Alfred (1823-68), N. Douglass (1826
-70), and Lewis P. Thompson, subject of this sketch.
Samuel was connected with the Loper & Baird Pro
peller Line of New York and Philadelphia, and for
many years filled the position of transportation agent
of the old Camden and Amboy Railroad Company.
Joseph was freight agent with the same railroad com

This firm, and also the old
machinery of all kinds.
L. P. Thompson, did all the work
partnership of A.
for the Camden and Amboy Railroad, manufacturing
all the castings for their steamboats, locomotives, and
cars, and employing about seventy-five hands. N.

a

a

terprise until the death of Alfred, which occurred in
1868.
Alfred was for many years prior to 1853 in the
engineering department of the Camden and Amboy

He was an active party man, and served
period during the war of the Rebellion as major
of the Twenty-third Regiment of New Jersey Volun
for

a

Railroad.

teers.

After his death the business was carried on
&

under the firm-name of N. D. Thompson
Co., the
partners being N. Douglass and Lewis P. Thompson.

&

a

&

it

&

a

&

&

a

a

a

it

the Bordentown Foundry and Machine- Works. His
the manufacture of tug-boats, stationary
specialty
He
engines, yacht engines, and general repairing.

is

also extensively engaged in farming operations, and
farm of his own of one hundred and
conducts
twenty acres in the suburbs of Bordentown, besides
the farm of the late William Hance,
adjoining him, both being devoted largely to dairy
ing purposes. He has never sought political place or
vestryman in Christ Episcopal Churchpreferment,
superintending

member of Mount Moriah Lodge,
of Bordentown,
No. 15, A. F.
A. M., and has always taken an active
interest in all movements to develop and sustain the
various institutions and enterprises of worth in Bor
an energetic, useful, and publicHe
dentown.
spirited citizen. He married, April
1857, Anna H.,
daughter of the late William and Margaret Hance,
and has two surviving children, Margaret H. and
Mary L. Thompson.
The Union Steam-Forge at White Hill was es
tablished in 1857 by N. D. Thompson.
It was bought
Macpherson
and
A.
N.
D.
D.
and estab
Willard,
by
lished under the name of Macpherson, Willard
Co.,
in 1865. A. N. Macpherson had been practically en
gaged in the trade during period of forty-two years,

&

and thirty by sixty-six feet, and built a
little below on the Delaware, where
machine-shop
large and successful en
they continued to carry on
hundred

he entered the office of

clerk, where he remained
for ten years. Since 1853 he has devoted a large pro
portion of his time to the development and care of

1,

a

it,

business experience, and a proportionate amount of en
ergy and tact. They rented the property for two years,
but in 1855 bought
and erected brick foundry, one

1843

a

thatyear Alfred associated with him
self his brother, L. P., under the firm-name of A. & L.
P. Thompson. This firm brought to the enterprise wide

In

as shipping

a

In Decemberof

Baird

a

them on, using horse-power for a time, but
afterwards steam-power, until 1853, when the works
were sold to Edward Bowne, who rented them to
Alfred Thompson.
carried

Loper

&

lay

school education.

is

discouraged the company, and the old iron-works

idle many years. In 1832, when the Camden and
Amboy Railroad commenced building their repairshops, the father of Isaac Field bought out the stock
holders of the old iron-works, put up a cupola, and

foundry to remain idle for the following three years,
has been conducted by Mr. Lewis
since which time
P. Thompson alone.
commonLewis P. Thompson received only

is

Having engaged an engineer from Hoboken, her trialtrip proved her unable to stem the strong currents.
The stockholders of this old boat were Michael Tay
lor, Samuel Bunting, Caleb Newbold, Uzz Gauntt,
Isaac Irwin, Barclay Irwin, and Dr. John Brognard.
Col. John Stevens, who was building a steamboat at
Jersey,"
Hoboken, afterwards bought the " New
re
Phoenix,"
built her, and she was called the "
and was
run on the Hudson to Albany for one year. This

partner in 1871. This firm continued
mer becoming
about one year, when Gen. Gershom Mott became
Mott.
partner, the firm-name being Thompson
The latter firm continued in business about three
years, when the panic and dull times caused the

&

and erected iron-works first, an air-furnace, with no
cupola for melting.
After getting the furnace in op
eration, they laid the keel for a steamboat, to be called
" New Jersey." They built the hull, launched
the
her, and put in the machinery from the iron-works.

is

The business now owned by L. P. Thompson, and
known as the Bordentown Foundry and MachineWorks, was founded about 1808, when a company of
capitalists through Benjamin and Caleb Field, who
did an extensive mercantile and freighting business
at White Hill, undertook to start steamboat-building,

began life as
clerk in the office
Baird's propeller line, subsequently filled
the same position on the different steamboats of the
Camden and Amboy Railroad Company, rose to the po
number
sition of captain of different vessels, and for
He
of years was captain of the " Richard Stockton."
subsequently founded the Union steam-forge of Macfor
Co., of White Hill, and ran
pherson, Willard
a number of years during the late war. Later, as
above stated, he was in partnership with his brother
in the foundry business, and in 1870 died suddenly of
congestion of the brain.
The firm-name was then
changed to L. P. Thompson
Co., William C. GatzDouglass Thompson

of Loper

a

pany, but died in early manhood. Mary was the wife
of H. S. Brown, of Windsor, N. J.

1870 a two-story brick machine-shop
contiguous to the foundry, thirty by one hundred and
thirty feet, where they manufactured engines and
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having begun his apprenticeship to it in Scotland in
1823.
Mr. Willard was a well-known professional
authority, who gave his experience to the mercantile
and financial department of the concern, while Mr.
Macpherson attended to the management of the me

part of the same.

was established by Clinton & Wilson, in 1856, where
for several years they constructed small vessels and
engaged in general repairing.
Clinton & Son suc
ceeded to the business, which has been carried on
until the present time, more particularly engaging in

Soon after Macpherson,
these works their capacity
August, 1876, owing to the

general repairing of all kinds of vessels plying on the
About 1874, Joshua Lamson established
Delaware.
a ship-yard at Bordentown, where he has built a large

death of Mr. Macpherson, Mr. Willard became the
proprietor of the works, but one year after, in August,
1877, he lost his life in the Delaware while saving

of schooners, sloops, steam-tugs, and from
which he has launched some sixty-five or seventy ves
Both these works are located at the mouth of
sels.
Here during the
Crosswicks Creek on the Delaware.
war were built two gunboats for the United States

chanical

Willard

&. Co. purchased

was much enlarged.

In

, The executor of his
Dr. De Forrest Willard, of Philadelphia, has

the life of one of his children.
estate,

continued the business since that time under the
management of Messrs. C. L. Willard, for some years
engaged in the iron business in New England, and

Clinton Mendenhall, who had been with the Baldwin
Locomotive- Works for a number of years, and with
the firm of Macpherson, Willard & Co. since 1872.
In the spring of 1880 the works were again enlarged
and improved, the main building, the forge, being
over three hundred feet long by sixty feet wide, pro

number

government.

Miscellaneous. — Carslake's saw-mill, on the Bur
lington road, was built about 1860 by Carslake
Brothers, who owned and ran it for a number of years,
and then sold it to M. F. Shreve, who operated it for
some five years, and disposed of it to its present.
owners, Kirk & Higby, of Trenton. This mill is used
for the manufacture of all kinds of lumber, sash and
blinds, and flooring.
Lawrence Jacques

vided with five steam-hammers, ranging from one to
four tons in weight, and having a capacity of fifteen
to eighteen tons of forgings per 'day, and have been
run to their full extent both day and night for the
last two or three years on all kinds of wrought iron

and William F. Stout, carriage
manufacturers, have both been established in Borden
town for many years, and have successfully carried
on business in the manufacture of light carriages.
Also a cigar manufactory of considerable extent is

and steel forgings, such as steamboat-shafts, cranks,
beam-straps, stern-posts, and rudder-frames, land and
mining engine-shafts and cross-heads, sugar-mill

conducted by Reeder, Gabel & Co.
The sash and blind factory of J. P. & D. R. Burton,
builders and contractors, is a frame building of two
stories, and was erected by Henry Brown about 1872,
who operated it for several years and sold it to its
present owners.

shafts, forgings, etc., with a production of car-axles
of about twenty-five thousand per year. A large
amount of work for Edison and other electric light
companies has been turned out here. The shipping

of this place are unsurpassed, located as it
is at White Hill Station, on the line of the Amboy
Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad, and on the
Delaware River, with a siding for the handling of
freight on the former and a wharf five hundred feet

facilities

long on the latter.
The extensive repair-shops at Bordentown were
commenced by the Camden and Amboy Railroad
Company in 1832, who ran them until about 1870,
when they were leased to the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company, and operated by them until the removal by

Nathan Folwell, who for fifteen years prior to 1880
was largely engaged in the shipping and forwarding
interests of Bordentown, established in that year a
pork-packing house and sausage manufactory near
the Pennsylvania freight railroad station.
His pork-

packing amounts to half a million pounds annually.
The canning establishment and mince-meat manu
factory of Asher Brakeley was built by him in 1872. It
is a frame building, two and one-half stories in height,

that company of their shops to South Amboy and the
Meadows.

situated on Second Street above Park Street, where
he employs one hundred and thirty hands during the
canning season, canning vegetables, principally to
matoes, to the number of five hundred thousand cans
annually.
He operates twenty-five hands in his

cated on railroad wharf at White

mince-meat business, and ships it in car-loads to West
ern markets.

The Burlington County Boiler-Works, lo
Hill, near Borden
town, were established by J. V. Carter, in 1876, for

of plate iron-work, viz., boilers,
Mr. Carter conducted the busi
bridges, and tanks.
ness until 1879, when he took in his son, TheodQre F.,
under the name of J. V. Carter & Son. In 1882, E.
L. Stewart became a partner in the concern, under the
name of J. V. Carter & Co. Some thirty hands are
employed in these works, which produce two hundred
the manufacture

boilers annually.

Ship-Yakds. —The first ship-yard

at Bordentown

J. C. Yost & Co.'s canning establishment on Park
road, a two and one-half story frame building,
built by its present owners in 1881. The firm employs
about one hundred hands during the canning season,
and puts up five hundred thousand cans annually of
vegetables, pickles, and chow-chow.
The Downs & Finch shirt manufactory is a brick
structure, two stories in height, the main building of
which is two hundred by fifty feet, with laundry at
tached of same height, sixty by thirty feet.
This
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building is located on Park Road, within the city
limits. It was built by the citizens of Bordentown in
1874 for the Blees Sewing-Machine Manufacturing
Company of New York, who put in some eighty
thousand dollars' worth of machinery, but never op
erated it. The property was sold to its present own
ers in 1878, who have since used it as a shirt-factory,
employing

some five hundred hands.

The Eagle shirt manufactory was built by William
R. Flynn in the summer of 1882. It is a brick build
ing, fifty by thirty feet, and four stories in height,
located on the corner of Spring Street and Railroad
It is occupied by Jacob Miller & Son, who
Avenue.
employ one hundred hands.
Fire Department, 1882.— Chief Engineer,

Henry

Bellemere.

Hope Hose, No. 1, Burlington, near Prince Street.
A. E. Preston ; Treasurer, Joseph Vandegrift; Secretary, George Wood; Foreman, Joshua
Jones.
Citizens' Hook-and-Ladder
Company, No. 1, Wal
nut Street, below Farnsworth Avenue. President,
George W. Carman ; Treasurer, William A. Thomp
son ; Secretary, William H. Torr ; Foreman, L. C.
President,

Carman.
Humane

Fire Engine Company, Burlington, near

Prince Street.
and

President,

Treasurer,

James Stratton ; Secretary

Joseph Higgins

;

Foreman,

J.

P.

Middleton.

Treasurer, William R. Flynn ; Secretary,
Foreman, John Carlton.
Weccacoe

Hose

President,

F.

G. Wiese ;

Company, Second, near Park
Thomas F. Delancy ; Treasurer,

John H. Hemphill ; Secretary, John P. Hutchinson.
Societies. — The Bordentown Cemetery Asso
ciation was organized Nov. 1, 1870. The first pur
chase, the Methodist Episcopal Church, consisted of

some three acres of land, to which additions have
been made, making the extent of the cemetery about
six acres. Although it is all inclosed in one plot,
the Catholics, Odd-Fellows, African Church, and the
other churches have each their separate burialplaces. The first trustees were Uriah Bennett, P. F.
Hyett, John J. Rogers, H. H. Vannatta, F. G.
Wiese, Joseph Wilson, Alex. D. Carman, David M.
Three trustees are
Carslake, and Harry Wilgus.
elected annually in October by the lot-owners to
Present trustees are F. G.
serve for three years.
Wiese, president; Hugh Newell, treasurer; E. Hass,
secretary ; George M. Wright, Lewis Jameson, M.D.,

Alex. D. Carman, John
and Thomas

which took place about the month of

July,

1843, be

the following brethren, who were the only
Master Masons known as residing in this neighbor
hood at that time, namely : William McKnight, Rev.
J. W. Lathrop, Capt. McCall, Robert C. Buzby,

tween

Charles Stewart, and Isaac Field, Sr.
But owing to the sudden death of the Rev. Brother
J. W. Lathrop, which occurred Dec. 29, 1843, and a
loss of interest on the part of several of the abovementioned brethren, the subject was abandoned until
the month of April, 1853, when it was again revived
by the following brethren, namely : Robert C. Buzby,
James W. Allen, William Porter, William Nutt,
John Holland, Robert Fenton, and John O'Conner,
who called a meeting to be held at the house of
Brother James W. Allen, No. 104 Prince Street.
After an interchange of sentiments it was agreed to
hold another meeting at the hotel of Edward Bartlett,
corner of Main and Crosswicks Streets, the following
brethren being present : Robert C. Buzby, James W.
Allen, William Porter, John Holland, Robert Fen
ton, William Nutt, John O'Conner, and Capt. Charles
Hinkle.
At this meeting it was resolved that application be
Commodore

made to the Grand Master for a dispensation to open
and hold a lodge in Bordentown.
It was also resolved that the following brethren be
the officers named in the application, namely : Robert

M.; James W. Allen, S. W.; William
W.
Pursuant to a notice given by the Grand Master, a
number of brethren assembled in the borough of
Bordentown for the purpose of organizing a Masonic
lodge in said borough July 8, 1853, there being
present Edward Stewart, G. M. ; Samuel Reed, Dep.
G. M. ; George H. Curtis, Sen. G. W. pro tem. ; Samuel
B. Scattergood, Jun. G. W. pro tem.; Joseph H.
Hough, G. Sec. ; James M. Cassedy, G. Treas. pro
term. ; Samuel H. Carey, G. Jun. Deacon pro tem. ;
John G. Vanderbelt, Grand Tyler pro tem. ; Joseph
H. Hough representing Trenton Lodge, No. 5; George
W. Curtis, Mount Holly Lodge, No. 14; James M.
Cassedy, Camden Lodge, No. 15 ; William Kerwood
and William Brown, of Trenton Lodge, No. 5 ; the
following petitioners : Robert C. Buzby, James W.
Allen, William Porter, William Nutt, Robert Fen
ton, John O'Conner, and John Holland.
The throne of grace was addressed by P. M. Scott,
C. Buzby, W.

Delaware Fire Company, No. 2, Crosswicks Street,
near Farnsworth Avenue. President, John J. Rogers ;

Street.
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H.

Lee.

J.

Rogers, Milton Maitland,

Masonic Societies. —Mount Moriah Lodge, No.
28, A. F. and A. M., of Free and Accepted Masons,
was chartered in 1854.
The formation of a Masonic lodge in Bordentown,
N. J., may be traced to a consultation on that subject

Porter,

J.

and a special Grand

Lodge

opened.

A

dispensation

was read, authorizing and empowering the brothers
therein named to confer the degrees of Entered Ap
prentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason, and work
after Ancient

York

Masons.

The following officers were duly installed and set
to work : Robert C. Buzby, W. M. ; James W. Allen,
Sen. W. ; William Porter, Jun. W.
The following remaining officers were afterwards
appointed : Robert Fenton,
Sec. ; William
Nutt,
Treas. ; John O'Conner, Tyler.
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After which

the special

Grand Lodge was called

from labor to refreshment, and Mount Moriah Lodge,
No. 28, of Bordentown, N. J., was duly opened.
Past Officers. — Past Deputy Grand Master,
C. Buzby.

Robert

Past Masters. — Robert C. Buzby, 1853-58; James
W. Allen, 1859; John Shaw, 1860 ; Charles C. Buzby,
1861; William E. Frazer, 1862; James Stratton,
1863-64 ; Israel Frazer, 1865 ; John B. Hulse, 186667 ; Joseph Wilson, 1868-69 ; Frederick G. Wiese,
1870-71.

for 1882.— Alpheus McCracken, P. M., W.
Edwin S. Buzby, S. W. ; William K. Roberson,
J. W. ; Reynold D. Keen, Treas. ; Frederick G.
Wiese, P. M., Sec. ; Rev. Nathaniel Pettit, P. G. C,
Chap. ; William B. Bunting, Jr., S. D. ; Allen D.
Wood, J. D. ; William H. Wilson, P. M., George W.
Lippincott, M. of C. ; John 0. Hudson, P. M., Wil
liam C. Wilson, P. M., Stewards; Edward Clift, Or
ganist ; John Reeves, Tyler ; James W. Allen, P. M.,
Robert C. Buzby, P. D. G. M., Lewis Jemison, Trus
tees ; John 0. Hudson, P. M., William H. Wilson,
P. M., William C. Wilson, P. M., Fin. Com.
Mount Moriah Chapter, No. 20, of the Royal Arch
Masons, was granted a dispensation by the M. E.
Grand High Priest, John V. Mattison, dated Dec. 18,
1867, A.D. 5867, A.I. 2397, upon which the work
was commenced on the 18th day of January, in the
year following, with the following as the council offi
cers and members thereof: Fred. G. Wiese, M. E.
H. P. ; John J. Maxwell, E. K. ; David L. Hall, E. S. ;
Lambert Hughes, Armitage D. Hughes, W. E. Fra
zer, George L. Suydam, Robert T. Lacy, Henry A.
Perrine.
Officers for 1882: William K. Roberson, M. E.
H. P. ; Edwin S. Buzby, E. K. ; Armitage D. Hughes,
E. S. ; James W. Allen, Treas. ; Rev. Robert Julien,
Sec. ; P. H. P. Henry Wetteroth, C. of H. ; P. H. P.
Aaron Robbins, T. S. ; P. G. H. P. Fred. G. Wiese,
R. A. C. ; Robert T. Bantle, G. M. 3d V. ; Isaac T.
Shadle, G. M. 2d V. ; George W. Lippincott, G. M.
1st V. ; Lewis Jemison, Chap. ; Franklin B. Keeler,
Organist ; P. H. P. John Reeves, Tyler ; P. G. H. P.
Fred. G. Wiese, P. H. P. Edward Clift, Lewis Jemi
son, Trustees ; P. H. P. John O. Hudson, P. H. P. H.
Wetteroth, William H. Wilson, Fin. Com.
The
membership from its organization until May 1, 1875,
Officers

M.

;

was seventy.

Ivanhoe Commandery, No. 11, K. T. The charter
was granted for this commandery by the Grand Com
mandery Knights Templar of the State of New Jersey
at the Eleventh Annual Conclave, held at Trenton,
N. J., Sept. 7, a.d. 1869, a.o. 751, to Fred. G.

Eminent Commander; Levi Davis, Generalissimo;
David L. Hall, Captain-General ; and the following
sir knights : John B. Hulse, Lambert Hughes, John
J. Maxwell, George W. Pittman, Edward Clift, James
W. Allen, George Peppier, Edwin S. Buzby, Robert
T. Bantel.

Officers for 1882-83.— William H. Wilson, E. C;
Reynold D. Keen, Gen. ; Edwin S. Buzby, Capt.-Gen.;
P. E. C. Henry Wetteroth, Prel. ; William K. Roberson,
S. W. ; Franklin B. Keeler, J. W. ; James W. Allen,
Treas. ; P. G. C. Fred. G. Wiese, Rec. ; Robert T. BanJoseph Wilson, Sword-Bearer;
tie, Standard-Bearer;
William H. Mudgett, Warder; Armitage D. Hughes,
3d Guard ; David F. Waker, 2d Guard ; George W.
Lippincott, 1st Guard; P. E. C. Edward Clift, Or
ganist ; John Reeves, Sentinel ; Edward Clift, John
O. Hudson, John B. Hulse, Trustees; Aaron Robbins,
David F. Waker, Milton W. Maitland, Fin. Com.
Zenobia Conclave, No. 3, Knights of the Red Cross
of Constantine, was chartered Aug. 4, 1875. The
charter and present (1882) officers are Edward Clift,
M. P. S. ; John O. Hudson, V. ; Levi Davis, S. G. ;
Lambert Hughes, J. G. ; Aaron Robbins, H. P. ; James
W. Allen, Treas. ; Fred. G. Wiese, Rec; George W.
Lippincott, Prefect; John J. Rogers, Stand. -Bearer;
John S. Mallary, Herald ; John Reeves, Sentinel ;
John Kale, Rev. Lansing Burrows, Fred. G. Wiese,
Trustees ; John Reeves, George W. Lippincott, and
John O. Hudson, Fin. Com.
Odd-Fellows.— Bordentown Lodge, No. 16, 1. O.
0. F., was instituted Jan. 23, 1843.
The charter
members were G. S. Cannon, John T. Wakefield,
Samuel A. Rixson, James R. Ennis.
The first offi
cers were G. S. Cannon, N. G. ; John T. Wakefield,
V. G. ; Samuel A. Rixson, Sec. ; James R. Ennis,
Treas.
The present officers are Edgar Eckman,
N. G. ; George L. Robbins, V. G. ; Theron Vanatta,
Cor. Sec. ; Joseph B. Taylor, Fin. Sec. ; George M.
Carslake, Treas.; and number of members, two hun

dred and one.
Chosen Friends' Encampment

I.

of Patriarchs, No.

6,

O. of O. F., of the State of New Jersey, was insti
tuted at Bordentown Feb. 22, 1843.
The by-laws of
the encampment were revised and adopted Jan. 15,
1872.
Its meetings are the second and third Wednes
days of each month at Odd-Fellows'
Hall, Church
Street.

Mystic Lodge, No. 46, I. O. of O. F., located at
Bordentown, N. J., was instituted Nov. 11, 1846 ; its
constitution and by-laws revised and adopted Oct. 20,
1863, approved by the Grand Lodge of New Jersey
Nov. 12, 1863 ; its meetings Tuesday nights at hall,
Prince Street, near Walnut.
Among its founders
were Commodore A. A. Harwood, Col. Joseph

W.
Allen, Whitall Stokes, John S. Edwards, and Joseph
Miller.
Knights of Pythias.— Olympic
Lodge, No. 33 ;
number of members, ninety-four. Present officers,
William Lawrence, C. C. ; David Bevans, V. C. ; Wil
liam E. Preston, K. of R. and S. ; J. B. Taylor, M. F. ;
S. E. Burr, M. E. ; William Warwick, A.
W. Burr,
J. N. Watkins, Trustees.
Grand Army of the Republic— Washington
Post, No. 45, was mustered in June, 1880.
Its first
officers were Samuel N. Rockhill, Commander •
H. J.
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Fillman, Senior Vice-Commander ; J. E. Smith,
Junior Vice-Commander; William H. Torr, Adju
tant; P. F. Hyatt, Surgeon; J. B. Scott, Chaplain.
The present officers of the post are J. E. Smith, Com
mander ; William Bunting, Senior Vice-Commander ;
Theodore Bunting, Junior Vice-Commander;
William
H. Stout, Adjutant ; Samuel N. Rockhill, Quarter
master ; B. F. Hyatt, Surgeon ; J. B. Scott, Chaplain.
Its membership is fifty-two, and its meetings are held
Odd-Fellows' Hall, Prince
every Friday night at
Street.

The Hibernia Total Abstinence Beneficial
Society was organized in December, 1869. The
government

is vested in a president, vice-president,
secretary, assistant secretary, treasurer, and chaplain.
Its first officers were James Powell, president ; Thomas
Carr, vice-president ; William Birmingham, secretary ;
Thomas Mullane, assistant secretary ; Patrick RatiThe
gan, Sr., treasurer ; Rev. P. Leonard, chaplain.
membership at the time of its organization was sev
enty.

Its present membership

is thirty.

Present

officers are Peter Burns, president; William O'Grady,
vice-president ; James Powell, secretary ; James
Noone, assistant secretary ; Michael Barry, treasurer ;
Rev. P. F. Connolly, chaplain.

St. Mary's

Beneficial

Society, John W. Flynn,
president, meets first and third Tuesdays of each
month in Elizabeth Street.
Bordentown Building and Loan Association
meets third Monday evening of each month at Carslake's Hall. President, Edward Dullea; Treasurer,
Mahlon Hutchinson ; Secretary, F. B. Keeler.
County.'
Homoeopathic Physicians of Burlington
— The following is a list of the physicians of this
school who now reside in this county, with some who
formerly did: H. B. Hall, Walter Ward, J. G. L.
Whitehead, David E. Gardiner, James V. Roberts,
Joseph Shreve, J. Martin Moke, George B. L. Clay,
George W. Van Derveer, Harrison Hall, Eugene F.
Rink, Joseph J. Cume, Augustus E. Zeitler, Pusey
Wilson, Ephraim W. Bancroft, Frank Haines, Willet
W. Whitehead, Edgar Sharp.
Deacon. — George Deacon, born in the latter part
of the sixteenth century, of a family of Church Waltham, in the county of Essex, England, is supposed to
have been a lineal descendant of Walter, the Deacon,
In the distri
a follower of William the Conqueror.
bution of lands in the Domesday Book Walter is
styled tenant in capite, — the most honorable tenure
by which lands could be holden, being immediately
from the king. The clerical standing of the founder
of the family gave the design for its arms, — an arm

grasping a sheaf of wheat, symbolical of the servant
of the church distributing its alms to the poor.
George, son of George Deacon, of London, born in
1642-£3, became a Friend. He arrived in West Jer

Mind,"
John Newcomb,
in the ship "Willing
accompanied
by his father, his
master, Nov. 3, 1677,
wife, Frances, of Dedford, in Kent, and servant,
sey
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"

Thomas Edwards.
We all arrived safe ; praised be
God for it!" says his own statement. He settled at

New Salem, in Fenwick's colony, but soon removed
to Alloway's Creek, near Hancock's bridge, Salem
County.
He soon became a man of consequence in
his society, and the transaction of many important
matters of business was intrusted to his hands.
He
was a trustee for purchasing lands for a meeting-house
and burial-ground, and the then big oak-tree of Salem

still stands to mark the second plot in that vicinity,
selected by him and others for God's acre.
His first wife, Frances, must have died before fifth
month 30, 1688, as on that day he and Margaret
of marriage, and one

Denn declared their intention
month later the meeting
purpose."

"left

them to accomplish

their
Again, third month 10, 1692, he
laid before the meeting his intention of marrying
Susannah, daughter of Robert Ashton, of New Castle,
then in the province of Pennsylvania, now State of
Delaware ; and in 1693 he married Martha Farm, the
wealthy widow of Simon Charles Farm, of North
ampton, in the county of Burlington.
felt-maker,"
He called himself "
from his business
in England, but his designation in all legal documents
Gentleman," except
was "
where his official
titles were
used. In the Society of Friends from 1677 to 1694
he was frequently committeeman, trustee, and dele
gate to conventions at Newton and Philadelphia.

He was one of the signers of the " Grants and Con
cessions,"
and at an early period was president of the
Board of Proprietors.
From 1682 to 1685 he was a
representative

of

the*

General Free Assembly of the
province, and also a justice for Salem.
In 1685 he
was commissioner for laying out highways, and also
a representative for Salem Tenth.
In 1696 he became
king's attorney, and in 1701 provincial judge.
The
last position was one of considerable honor.
George Deacon was one of the counselors of Lord
and Gen. Hunter while Governors of the

Cornbury
province.

He died in 1725, and was buried in Friends'
ground at Burlington, he having removed from Salem
County to Northampton
t,ownship about 1704.
His

widow, Martha, was left with four children and a
large estate.
Many relics still exist of this old pio
neer. His transactions prove him to have been an
upright,

intelligent,

and free-minded

" Quaker."

John, second son of George and Martha Deacon,
born in 1698, married Esther, granddaughter of Daniel
Wills, physician, of London. From this union many
large families, such as Wetherill, Ridgway, Gummere,
etc., trace lines.
William, seventh child of
married

Elton.

John and Esther Deacon
Elizabeth Rogers, granddaughter of Revell

Daniel, fourth child of William and Elizabeth Dea
con, married Martha Ridgway, daughter of Joseph
and Prudence Borton.

Daniel, late of Bordentown,
and Martha Deacon, married

second son of Daniel
Beulah Haines Wool-
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"Constitution,"

and in the West Indies captured two
British armed vessels.
During his second cruise in
"Constitution,"
the
on the 15th of February, 1815,
Cyane"
" Le
and
he fell in with the British ships "
vant." Reducing sail to
fighting trim, he gradually

Their eldest son is Henry W. Deacon, of Bor

dentown.

John Deacon, of Bordentown, who married Debo
rah Anna Woodworth ; William Deacon, late hus
band of Caroline Deacon, of Bordentown; Elizabeth,
wife of John Woolston, and mother of Martha Vir
ginia Hilliard, of Bordentown, are also children of
Daniel and Martha Deacon.
Mrs. Caroline Deacon, widow of William, is de
scended from two of our wealthiest and most respected
Her father, Capt. Jacob Ridgway, was
old families.
the nephew of Jacob Ridgway, the rival millionaire
of Stephen Girard, and was consequently first cousin
of Madame Roche and the wife of Dr. Rush, of Phil
adelphia.
Her mother was a Coates.
Mrs. Martha Virginia Hilliard, wife of Dr. William
H. I. Hilliard, and Henry Woolstan Deacon, all of
Bordentown, are the descendants of John Woolstan,
born 1640, a man of high consideration and useful

and ranged along the windward
ship until he reached the de
sired position, which was at the apex of the equilateral
The
triangle, the British ships forming the base line.
" Constitution" maintained thesame position through
luffed to starboard

side of the sternmost

out the fight, as a nearer approach would have thrown
one of the ships out of the line of fire, and exposed
her to being raked.
forty minutes, the

their progenitor, was the sister
of Governor Thomas Ollive. His second wife, whom
he married in 1681, was Hannah, only daughter of
William and Hannah Cooper, of Coleshill, in the
parish of Amershaw, Hertfordshire,
England, who
moved from Burlington to Cooper's Creek, Camden,

had three killed and twelve wounded, three of the
Cyane"
latter mortally.
The "
lost twelve killed and
twenty-six wounded, the " Levant" twenty-three killed
and sixteen wounded, total British casualties seventyseven.
Capt. Stewart proceeded with his prizes to Port

about 1682.

John Woolstan, son of John, married Lettice Newbold in 1683. This John's son John was the ancestor
of Mrs. Hilliard ; his son Samuel was her ancestor

Samuel, son of Samuel and Susannah, married his
cousin, Cyllania Woolstan. .
Samuel, son of Samuel and Cyllania Woolstan,
married Hannah, daughter of Robert Haines.

Bulah Haines Deacon, widow of Daniel, is a daugh
ter of Samuel and Hannah.

Rear- Admiral Charles Stewart was born in
Philadelphia, July 28, 1778, of Irish parents. At the
age of thirteen he began his ocean life as a cabinboy. Before he was twenty years of age he rose to
the command of an Indiaman. This at that time in
America was the height of a sailor's ambition.
But
the inspirations of glory penetrated young Stewart's
soul, and he sought to enter our country's service.
In 1798 he was commissioned a lieutenant in the
United States navy. In 1800 he was assigned to the
command of the schooner

"Experiment,"

of fourteen
guns, and while cruising in the West Indies, after a
smart action, captured the French schooner " Diana.'
Soon after, at night, he captured the privateer " Ber
muda,"
of eight guns. In 1802, in command of the
"Siren,"
of sixteen guns, Stewart rendered important
and gallant service off the coast of Barbary, and upon
his return home was promoted to the rank of master

In 1806 he was made a post-captain,
commandant.
then and for many years the highest rank in our ser
vice. In 1813 Stewart sailed from Boston in frigate

for about
both

her
opponents, tacking and filling in the smoke, and
forcing her antagonists down to leeward when they
were endeavoring to cross her stern or forefoot.
The
" Cyane" was the first to strike her flag. The " Le
vant" attempted to escape.
Being overtaken by the
" Constitution," the two ships exchanged
broadsides,
and she too hauled down her flag. The Americans

ness, whose first wife,

This Samuel mar
also, and that of H. W. Deacon.
ried Susannah Budd, granddaughter of William Budd,
brother of Thomas, the historian.

The battle continued

" Constitution" raking

Praya, in the island of St. Jago. The next day a
heavy British squadron, under Sir George Collier, was
discovered approaching.
Stewart, although in a neu
tral port, instantly recognized the danger of his posi
'

tion.
Beating to quarters, cutting the cable, and
making all sail, he stretched out of the harbor to
windward of the enemy's fleet, followed by the two
prizes.
The British fleet followed immediately in
"Cyane"
pursuit.
Stewart signaled the
to separate
from him, which she did, and arrived safe in New
York. Being hard pressed, the "Levant" was sig
naled to separate, but she was forced into the harbor

of Port Praya, from which she was taken by the
British, not the slightest attempt being made by the
forts to preserve the neutrality of their waters invio
late.
Stewart, in the "Constitution," returned to
Boston, and the news of this remarkable victory was
received with enthusiasm throughout the country.
The war having terminated with Great Britain,

Capt. Stewart never again met
the enemy in battle,
yet his active career of
usefulness in the service of
his country was not ended.
Intrusted with impor

tant commands, he discharged his duty
faithfully and
to the satisfaction of his government.
During the
war of the South American Republics for independ
ence, by his address he raised the paper blockade of
the whole coast, and by his prompt action
he sup
pressed the depredations
of the almost piratical
Spanish buccaneers upon
our commerce.
In 1838
the Democracy of Pennsylvania sought
to bring out
the commodore as a candidate for the Presidency.
An earnest and formidable movement was
made in

,,
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it,

it

Surinam,"

who settled there some eighty-five

years

;

;

;

with gold and silver. With the large and
folding-doors of the entrance, and the
liveried servants and attendants,
had the air of the
A fine lawn
residence of a distinguished foreigner.
large garden of rare
stretched on the front, and
flowers and plants, interspersed with fountains and
chiseled animals, in the rear. A broad lagoon sepa
rated the point from the wood-crowned height at the
Through this the
western extremity of the park.
a

ago.

fringed

finely-carved

it

On a high bluff of the Delaware, just below
Bordentown, is the old country-seat of Admiral Stew
" Montpellier," but now generally
art, called by him
known as " Ironsides." Before Stewart purchased
in
belonged to Francois Frederici, " General of
1816,
16, 1862.

its great dining-rooms,
art gallery, and library its pillars and marble man
tels, covered with sculpture of marvelous workman
its statues, busts, and paintings of rare merit
ship
its heavy chandeliers
and its hangings and tapestry,
its grand hall and staircase

;

1841, but the fates and the old foxes
were against him.
His commission as rear-admiral,
the first sent out under the new law, bears date July

;

this direction in
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who possessed

suc

cessively the crowns of^Naples and Spain, his long,
contented, and munificent residence among us, and
the esteem entertained by all who formed his acquaint
ance cannot fail to prove a subject of deep interest

a

a

to all, and to awaken curiosity for a long time to come.
map of the United States
The emperor, unrolling
in the presence of Joseph, placed his finger upon spot

a

I

I

in New Jersey, and said in substance, "If lam ever
forced to fly to America shall settle somewhere be
can re
tween Philadelphia and New York, where
ceive the earliest intelligence from France by ships
port."
In 1816, Pennsylvania re
arriving at either
fused and New Jersey gave permission to Joseph,
Count de Survilliers, to hold real estate without be
The same year Dr. William
coming naturalized.
was accosted in French by
of
Bordentown,
Burns,
They made
two gentlemen riding in close carriage.
inquiries as to what land was for sale in the neighbor
The strangers were Joseph Bonaparte and
hood.

James Carret, and their visit resulted in the purchase
of Point Breeze, subsequently known as Bonaparte
Park. The count's real estate in America consisted
of ten farms on the border of Crosswicks Creek, ex
tending up to opposite the village of Groveville, and
of about one thousand
the park near Bordentown
improved by the erection
acres. The park was at once
of numerous stately buildings, the laying out of several
miles of carriage drives, and the planting of many

This building was destroyed by fire on the
paintings and sculptures
3d of January, 1820. Many
destroyed.
A new house of brick,
of rare merit were
covered with white plaster, was soon built. It had
trees.

32

it

•

a

a

a

a

from the count's mansion to the lake came
point where the bluff rose but few feet above
the water-level.
There the end wall, overhung by a
broad stone arch, was pierced with three entrances,
a

out at

one leading to the first floor of the house, another to
the cellar, a third to an adjoining ice-house.
From
the mouth of the tunnel
covered walk, faced with
lattice-work, ran along the side of the bluff, and thence
Through this Prince
to the door of the lake-house.
Charles and Zfinaide made their daily trips to the
dining hall without annoyance from the weather. It
was also intended as
shelter for boating parties
caught out in summer showers. The gossips of the
village whispered that the exiled king lived in con
stant fear of abduction by British or Spanish spies,
system of labyrinthine passages with
and had built
many iron doors for concealment in the hour of dan
ger. There were scattered about other dwellings and
out-houses, and beyond was an inclosure well stocked

with deer.

Around were thousands of forest-trees
arching over the drives and bridle-paths, filling the
ravines with dark dense foliage, and sheltering the
hillside down to the border of the creek.
Joseph's mansion was elegantly furnished, and con
tained many rare paintings and sculpture.
The
jewels, which had been saved, were guarded with
great care. Few visitors were admitted to the room
where they were concealed. In "
Sketch of Joseph
Bonaparte,"
by Miss Helen Berkeley, she wrote as
" Several clusters
follows
looked like jeweled handles
of swords, others like portions of crowns, rudely

broken off, others still like lids of small boxes many
were ornaments entire.
He (Joseph) showed us the
crown and ring he wore when king of Spain, also
the crown, robe, and jewels in which Napoleon was
;

of the great Napoleon,

passage

A

brother

large white
On the bank of this lake Joseph built
house, known as the Lake House, the residence of
Prince Charles and his wifeZenaide. An underground

a

owns the old homestead, and resides at Bordentown.
Miss Fanny Parnell, the leader of the Irish Home
League in America, who lately died, was her daughter.
Bonaparte's Park and the Murats. — The emi
gration to this country of Joseph Bonaparte, the

creek ebbed and flowed as far as the Trenton road,
where
was fed by
little brook. The count threw
an arch over the stream, and built an embankment
at the lower end of the lagoon, separating
from the
picturesque lake, some two
creek. This formed
hundred yards broad and nearly half
mile long.

a

is

married

a

Delia Tudor, daughter of Judge
Tudor, of Boston.
He left two children, — Delia
Tudor and Charles Tudor Stewart. Delia married
John Henry Parnell. Their son, Charles Stewart
the leader of the Irish Home Rule party
Parnell,
in the British Parliament.
His widowed mother now

Stewart

it

watching with sadness the vessel which bore his body
to its resting-place by the Schuylkill River. Admiral

a

6,

death took place on the afternoon of Nov.
in the ninety-second year of his age.
Bordentown
did reverence to the. departed hero,

:

His

1869, he being

crowned.

When our

eyes

had

been

sufficiently

HISTORY OF BURLINGTON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

500

dazzled with the display of diamonds and emeralds,
he touched another concealed spring, which gave to
view another set of drawers, and displayed to us many
of Napoleon's valuable papers. His treaties and let
ters were carefully bound round with ribbons and
clasps."
The count admitted
fastened with jeweled
them through a secret door to his sleeping apartment.

" The curtains, canopy, and furniture were of lightEvery room con
blue satin, trimmed with silver.
tained a mirror, reaching from the ceiling to the floor.
. . . The walls were covered with oil paintings, prin
cipally of young females. . . . The count next con
They
ducted us to his winter suite of apartments.
were much in the style of his summer ones, except
gold."
that the furniture was in crimson and
The count was a great benefit to Bordentown, and
gave the first great impulse to the place. He was
very kind to the citizens, and allowed them all the
privileges of his park, and in winter of the lake.
When the skating was fine, he and his household

CHAPTER XLIII.
WESTAMPTON

TOWNSHIP.1

Geographical and Descriptive. —This is one of
the several interior townships of the county, and was
to the town
named JFesiampton, in contradistinction
ship from which it was taken, viz. : iVorfAampton.
Its organization dates March 6, 1850, and in the
early part of 1880 it was reduced in area by an act of
the Legislature, which formed from this township the
The township is bounded
township of Eastampton.
on the northeast by Springfield, on the southeast by
Eastampton and Northampton, on the south by North
ampton and Lumberton, on the southwest by Mount

Laurel, on the west by Willingboro', and on the north
by Burlington township.
Natural Features. — The surface of this township
is sufficiently undulating to admit of drainage proper
for successful cultivation of the soil, which is mostly
a sandy loam, with a clay subsoil, with the clay
cropping out in several places, and of sufficient quan
tity and of the best quality for brick-making purposes.

would come down to the shore to see the sport, and it
was one of his greatest pleasures to roll apples and
oranges over the ice to see the skaters scamper after

of

The count hospitably entertained all who
visited the park.
Lafayette, Moreau, Bernard, Web
ster, Adams, Clay, Scott, Stewart, and many other
distinguished foreigners and Americans were enter
Joseph's household consisted of
tained by him.

branch of the Rancocas Creek flows
the south side of the township, from Mount
Holly to the southwest corner of the township, with
its small tributaries draining that portion of the town

them.

France La Coste,
Mme. La Coste, William Thibaud, and M. Louis
Mailliard. In 1839, Joseph left America never to re
turn.
He died at Florence, July 28, 1844, aged sev

Prince

Charles

and

enty-six years.
Napoleon
Francois

Murat, lived for

Z6naide,

Lucien Charles,

a time near Columbus,

our

Prince

and then on

Afterwards he lived in a row
a farm near the park.
of houses on Park Street, near Second. He was a
wild blade, and, although capable of putting oh the
manners of a polished gentlemen, he generally pre
ferred the society and rough manners of the bar
rooms. He was always ready for a game of cards, no
matter with whom, would borrow a shilling from a
negro, and give the boy who held his horse a halfHe married Miss Caroline
eagle, if he had one.
Georgina
and beautiful
Fraser, an accomplished
Having squandered his
young lady of Bordentown.
own fortune, he in due time spent that of his wife and

His ever-faithful wife then opened a
her sisters.
boarding-school for young ladies, which proved a per
The revolution in France of 1848,
fect success.
proved a godsend to Murat.
After the coup d'Uat
His cousin
he was appointed a senator of France.
Napoleon III. made him a prince, paid off his debts,
After
and bestowed large sums of money on him.
Sedan, and the restoration of the republic in France,
he crossed to England, where, in April, 1878, at the
of seventy-five, he died.

age

The north

along

ship, while tributaries of the Assanpink drain the
northeast part.
The soil is very fertile under the
present system of agriculture, and returns large profits
for the money invested.

Early Settlers and Pioneer

Incidents.— This

township being a part of old Northampton, and bor
dering on Burlington township, would naturally be
settled soon after the landing of the pioneers of old

Burlington, which was actually the case, as we find
by reference to the writings of the late Charles Stokes
that Daniel Wills, if not the first, was one of the few
pioneers that located in what is now Westampton
township.

Daniel Wills located five hundred acres of land on
the north side of Rancocas River, and having emi
grated from Northampton,
in England, and being <
conspicuous in the early settlement as commissioner
to locate land, as one Of the Governor's Council, it is
thought he contributed to give the
name to North
ampton township, where he lived, and
the river upon
which he located, the latter being for many years
known as "Northampton River."
About 1698 he
went to Barbadoes to look after the estate of his de
brother William, where he died, and was
interred in the Friends' burial-grounds on that island.
ceased

The oldest son, James, married Elizabeth Cooper,
daughter of William Cooper, of Pyne

Point. John
Wills, another son, settled on Rancocas Creek, on the

location before named, and had eleven children. John
and James, two of his sons, settled in the northern
1By W. H. Shaw.

WESTAMPTON
part of this State ; Hope married Freedom Lippin
cott, Jane married Samuel Eves, Elizabeth married
Samuel Lippincott, Ann married Jonathan Ladd,
Sarah married Joshua Lord, Rebecca married Wil
liam Tomlinson, and Mary, who also married, but to
whom it is not known.
Daniel, another son of John,
is the person through
on the original location

whom

the

Wills

who reside

on the Rancocas trace their
lineage, being the sixth generation in the name, and
the land transferred but once by deed.
Thomas Harding located two hundred and fifty
acres of land on the north side of the Rancocas River.
was conspicuous as a Friend, was imprisoned in
England for his religion, and the first meeting estab
lished
Rancocas for worship was held at his house.

He

There is no account of the family he left. After his
decease his executor, John Wills, sold his farm to
John Stokes, son of Thomas Stokes, this being the
only deed for a large part of the farm to the present
day, it having descended by will from father to son.
John Paine located two hundred acres on the north
side of the Rancocas for Thomas Green, between lands

of Daniel Wills and Thomas Harding, which was first
settled by John Stokes, whose wife was Elizabeth,
daughter of Thomas Green, and where a son of Thomas
afterwards owned and resided.

Daniel Wills' survey of five hundred
acres on the Rancocas River and up the river, or
and
easterly, John Borton located one hundred
twenty-five acres. John Woolman located one hun
Walter Humphreys
dred and fifty acres adjoining.
Adjoining

located about four hundred acres, and Barnard Devonish located four hundred acres, and John Stokes,
an English proprietor who never came to this coun
try, located one hundred and fifty acres, conveyed to

and settled by Thomas Stokes, his brother, and the
Thomas
common ancestors of the Stokes family.
Gardner also located two hundred and twenty-nine
acres, and then another location not known; and
then Anthony Elton, who adjoins Gardner's survey,
but the dimensions of Elton's is not known.
Adjoining Anthony Elton, and about forty chains
from the creek easterly, Walter Clark and Anthony

Cook located one thousand acres ; and adjoining Clark
and Cook on the north Samuel Jennings located a
survey ; to the east of Clark and Cook, and extending
partly to the north branch of Rancocas River, a sur
vey of five hundred acres was taken up for Mary Per
Perkins'
Easterly and southeasterly of Mary
kins.
branch
of
Ranco
north
on
the
survey, and bounding

cas, Richard Fenimore located ninety acres. In the
same direction, but not extending to the Rancocas,
Lawrence Morris located fifty acres, and easterly of
Cripps took up his
the two last-named surveys John
Mount Holly survey.

Civil Organization. —This
Assembly,"
March 6,
"Act of

of Northampton.
is as follows :

township was formed by
1850, from the township
The act defining the boundaries

TOWNSHIP.
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Willingboro'
"Beginning at bridge acrossRancocasCreek in line of
township ; thenceup said creekto the forks thereof; thenceup the north
26°
branch thereof to a stake at place called Cox Landing ; thencenorth
eastuntil it intersectsMount Holly on Lane road (so called) ; thence up
the middle of said road to a lane leading to Monmouth road ; thence
south 6° 36' eastto a stone in line of Northampton and Southampton ;
thencealong the division line betweensaid two townships to the middle
of the road from Shreveville (now Smithville) to Jacksonville; thence
along said road to line dividing townships of Northampton and Spring
field; tbence down the Springfield and Bnrlingtown townships lines to
Willingboro'
township; thence along said line to the place
tho line of
beginning."
of

The above boundary includes also the township of
Eastampton, which was taken from this township in
1880 by act of the Assembly, which see.
The following is a copy of the proceedings of the
first township election :
"At an annual Town meetingof the inhabitants of Westampton,Bur

lington County, Stateof New Jersey, held at Pine Grove School-house,
Tuesday,12" of 3d mo., 1850,to elect Justice of the Peace, and other
township officersto Bervefor the ensuing year.
" William Clothier electedclerk pro tem.
"Philip Bowne judge of electionpro tem.
"At 8 o'clock the poll was opened to elect justice of the peace,time
appointedby law.
"Ballot box furnished by Philip Bowne. At 11o'clock p.m.the meet
ing was called to order by the presiding clerk, Mr. Clothier. Levi H.
Rogers electedmoderator.
" Resolved,That each Dog should be taxed 50 cents,and Bitches 85.00.
" Resolved,That all moneys to be raised for all purposes should be
left to the township committee,and how said money shall be disbursed.
"Resolved,That the Burplus fund to be appropriated to school pur
poses.
" Resolved,That the next annual election be held at Samuel Parker,
Turpentine.
" Resolved,That at the next annual Town meeting that the pole open

at 2 o'clock p.m.
"Resolved, That the meeting proceed to the election of officers by
ballot.
"Levi H. Rogers, Moderator.
"William Clothier, Cleric.
"We hereby certify that the following-named individuals was duly
electedto the officesto which their namesare attached,3d mo., 12,1850:
Clerk, Levi H. Rogers ; Assessor, Philip Bowne ; Collector, Charles
Haines; Freeholders, Daniel Wills, Joseph W. Emley; Commissioners
of Appeals, Samuel E. Rogers, Jonathan Hilyard, William H. Deacon;
Surveyors of Highways, Joel HaineB and Joseph Deacon, Jr. ; Overseer
of Poor, Samuel Clevenger; Judge of Election, William Woolman; Con
stable,Joel Haines; Overseersof Highways, West District, Louis Rich
ardson; East District, SolomonGaskill ; Town Committee,SamuelParker,
William Pew, Tyler W. Burr, Zachariah Reeves,and William K. Arm
strong; Justice of the Peace,William K. Armstrong; Town School Su
perintendent,Kirkbride Eastman ; Pound-Keeper, William Major.
" Levi H. Rogers, Moderator.
" William Clothier, Clerk."
TOWNSHIP
1850-52.Levi H. Rogers.
1853.Philip Bowne.
1854.William Shinn.
1855-56.Caleb Clothier.
1857-59,1861.Abel H. Burr.
1860,1863.S. Blanchard Fairbairn
1862.Franklin B. Lippincott.

CLERKS.
1864-69,1871,1880-81.
William H.
Shemeley.
1870.Samuel C. Lame.
1872.Caleb S. Clunn.
1873.Harold Kelley.
1874.Philip Bowne.
1875-79.David H. Aaronson.
1879.Cole Clunn.

ASSESSORS.
1850,1861-63.Philip Bowne.
1851.Joshua E. Bodine.
1852-54.Twining Folwell.
1855.Kirkbride Eastburn.
1856.No record.
1857-59.William R. Wills.
1860.David Keese.
1864.John H. Taylor.

1865-67 Mordecai S. Haines.
1868-69,1872-73.Joseph Bowne.
1870-71.Charles Fort.
1874.William H. Shemeley
1875-78.Samuel E. Rogers, Jr.
1879.Thomas S. FiBh.
1880-81.J. Barclay Hilliard.
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COLLECTORS.
1850-52.Charles Haines.
1853-55.Joseph W. Emley.
1856-58.Josiah B. Pew.
1859-61.Joshua E. Bodine.
1862. Abel HaineB, Jr.
1863.Asher B. Kerby.

1864-69.Abel Haines.
1870-72.Joseph G. Parker.
1873-75.Charles F. Hulme.
1876-78.Benjamin D. Haines.
1879.Samuel E. Rogers.
1880-81.Joseph H. Bowne.

FREEHOLDPHtS.
1850.Daniel Wills.
Joseph \V. Emley.
1851.Charles S. "Woolman.
Samuel E. Rogers.
1852. Tyler W. Burr.
1853-54.Samuel E. Rogers.
1855-57,1864-66.Philip Bowne.
1858-60.Joseph W. Emley.

1867-68.Benjamin D. Deacon.
1869-71.M. S. Haines.
1872-74, 1879-80. Benjamin
Haines.
1875-76.Joseph G. Parker.
1877.Joel G. Parker.
1878.John Logan.
1881.C. Frank Gaskill.

1861-63.William G. Deacon.
TOWN COMMITTEE.
1850.—Samuel Parker, William Pew, Tyler W. Burr, Zachariah Reeves,
William K. Armstrong.
— Samuel Parker, Joseph Stokes,Tyler W. Burr, Zachariah Reeves,
1851.
William K. Armstrong.
— William Clothier, John Fairbairn, Philip Bowne.
1852.
— William Clothier, John Fairbairn, Jonathan Hilyard.
1853.
—John Fairbairn, Stacy B. Lippincott, Joseph Deacon,Jr.
1854.
— Daniel Bodine, Charles Haines, Joseph Deacon,Jr.
1855.
— Daniel Bodine, SamuelShreve, Samuel Bullock.
1856.
— Samuel Bullock, Samuel Shreve,Abel Haines, Jr.
1857.
Samuel Bullock, Abel Haines, Jr., Tyler W. Burr.
1858-59,1861.—
I860.—Jonathan Hilyard, T. W. Burr, Abel Haines, Jr.
1862.—Tyler W. Burr, S. Bullock, William Woolman.
1863.—SamuelParker, Sr., Joseph Deacon,Charles W. Asay.
1864.—Joseph Deacon,Charles Haines, William Woolman.
1865-66.Samuel Bullock, William H. Deacon,SamuelF. Levis.
1867.—Stacy B. Lippincott, Henry B. Burr, David Ferris.
1868.—3. B. Lippincott, H. B. Burr, Charles Haines.
—William G. Lippincott, Charles Haines, Benjamin Gaskill.
1869.
— C. Haines, W. G. Lippincott, Hevi Houston.
1870.
— C. HaineB,Samuel Rogers, L. Houston.
1871-72.
— Samuel E. Rogers, Charlea Haines, CharlesFort.
1873.
1874-75.—
S. E. Rogers, James H. Bowne, Mordecai S. Haines.
1876.—S. E. Rogers,Sr., P. B. Lippincott, M. S. Haines.
1877.—M. S. Haines, Philip B. Lippincott, B. D. Hall, W. G. Lippincott,
Samuel Sherman.
1878.— R. H. Ainsworth, S. Sherman,Owen Southgate,W. G. Lippincott,
Jr., M. S. Haines.
— Mordecai L. Haines, W. G. Lippincott, Jr., Bradford W. Storey.
1879.
1880-81.—
William R. Wills, U. Borton, John W. Clothier.
JUSTICES
1850.William K. Armstrong, r
signed March 25,1852.
1852-53.Edward Alloways.
1857.SamuelW. Crammer.
1858.Henry J. Irick.
1869-75.Gorham O. Hale.
1871.Edwin S. Woolman.

Extracts

OF THE PEACE.
1872.John Logan.
1873.Henry C. Risdon.
1874-76.H. B. Smith.
1877.B. W. Storey.
1879.Daniel Ewan.
1881.William A. Fish.

from Records.— The following extracts

of records are taken from the old minute book, and
will no doubt be read with interest by future genera
tions. At the first meeting of the township commit
tee, as it was then called, and held on the 16th of 3d
mo., we find :
" The following resolutions passedby the township committee:

" 7tb. Resolvedthat one dollar
be paid by the clerk to John Folwell,
Justice, for servicesrenderedat this meeting.
" 8th. Resolved,that this meeting adjourn.
" Zachariah Reeves.
" Levi H. Rogers, Clerk."

The following is a full account of the settlement of
between the townships of Northampton,
Westampton, and Pemberton, caused by the organi
zation of Westampton township :
accounts

" Mount Holly, April 1, 1850.
" The committeeof the township of Northampton, Westampton,and

Pemberton met for the purpose of adjusting the accounts of the town
ship, as directed hy an act of the Legislature, established the township
of Westampton, and organized by appointing Zachariah Reeves chair
man of the joint committee. Members present, Samuel DobbinB,Sam
uel Burtis, Henry Murray, Samuel C. Forker, and William Brown, of
Northampton; Richard W. Earl. Stacey W. Budd, William Williams,
Charles Bodine, and Samuel R. Gaskill, of Pemberton; Zachariah Reeves,
Tyler W. Burr, William Pew, Samuel Packer, and William K. Arm
strong, of Westampton.
" On motion, ordered that we proceedto ascertain from the Duplicate
the amount of assessmenton each of the three districts formerly com
posedof the township of Northampton.
"On motion,orderedthat the chair appoint three clerkB to take a min
ute of the assessmentsas read off from the duplicate, whereupon Philip
F. Slack, of Northampton, Franklin Earl, of Pemberton,and William K.
Armstrong, of Westampton,were appointed.
"The board then proceededto an examination of the duplicate.
"On motion, Samuel A.Dobbins was appointeda committeeto procure
papers relative to taxes returnable on tax warrant.
"At six o'clock the board, on motion, adjourned to meet again at the
houseof William E. Bryan, on the 15th instant.
" April 15,1850.
*'At a meeting held at William E. Bryan's, Mount Holly, composedof
a majority of the township committeesof the three townships, viz.,
Northampton, Pemberton,and Westampton,Zachariah ReeveBappointed
chairman.
"1st. Ordered that a committeeof three be appointed to report and
examinethe duplicate.
"Reported amount of debt on notes
"
Interest

$2100.00
114.00

Shares of Northampton
Westampton
Pemberton

$1057.35,
IntereBt $57.40
"
887.91
48.20
"
164.74
8.40
$2100.00

the use of said Township, account and minute Book.

$114.00=$2214.00

"2d. Orderedthat a committeeof three be appointed to examine and
report to the meeting the amount on tax warrant.
" Reported the amount in

constable'shands
"
Amount of tax-warrant consideredgood

$23.66
64.51
138.20*
$226.37
$6505.83
$3275.64
2750.78
479.41

Whole amount of taxables on duplicate of old township
Proportion of taxableson duplicate of Northampton
"
"
Westampton
"
Pemberton
Total

$6505.83

Northampton, Dr.
To amount of share of debt on notes
Interest on notes

" $1057.35
57I40
$1114.75$1114.75

By share of surplus fund
" " sheep '*
" tax-warrant
" share of
road tools

Cr.
*""
1*.*.'.*.""."...

" Is . Resolvedthat 2 horsesand wagon on Road pr Day, $1.50.

" 2d. Resolvedthat the price pr Day for 1 horse and cart on Roads, 81.
*' 3d. Resolvedthat tbe price pr day for machining $2.
" 4th. Resolvedthat the price per Day for Scraping Roads$2.
" 5th. Resolvedthat the price pr day for men .75.
"6th. Resolvedthat the clerk be authorized to procure two books for

$2214.00

"

$92.22
71.24
11398
493
$282.37 $282.37

Whole debt of Northampton
Westampton, Dr.
To amount of share of debt on notes
Interest on notes

$832,38
$88791
48 20
6.11 $936.11

WESTAMPTON
By
"
"
"

share of surplus fund
sheepfuud
tax-warrant
share of road tools

Cr.

share of surplus fund
sheep fund
tax-warrant
share of road tools

Or.
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Burial-Places, — There is but one burying-ground
in this township, and that located on the south side
of the township, north side of Woodpecker Lane, on
owned by Nathaniel Cripps, and deeded
$233.72 $233.72 land formerly
Among
by him to the Friends for burial purposes.
$702.39
in these
others we find the following inscriptions
$77.33
56.44
95.71
4.24

Settled by the committee of Westampton and releasedby the com
mittee ol Northampton.
Pemberton Township, Dr.
April 15,I860, to amount of share of debt on notes... $154.74
Interest on noteB
8.40

By
"
"
"

TOWNSHIP.

$163.14 $163.14
$13.45
9.34
16.68
.75
$40.23 $40.22

$12292
" Settled by the committee of
Pemberton and released from North
ampton by committeeof Northampton.
" On motion of committee ordered
that the collector give a note of
$600to Anna Haines in exchangefor a note held against Northampton
township for $600,and borrow a sufficient amount of moneyto pay the
balance due the township of Northampton and interest due the first of
June.
" The joint committee,on motion,orderedthat the clericsof the town
ships draw up a
joint com
written^report and final settlement of the
mittee for the townships of Northampton, Westampton,and Pemberton,
which was done as follows :
" In pursuanceof the directions an act of the Legislature of the State
of New Jersey, entitled an act to establish a new towDshipin the county
of Burlington, to be called the township of Westampton,passed March
6, 1850. We, the subscribers,members of the committeesof the town
ships of Northampton and Westampton met on the 1st day of April
instant, and after appointing Zachariah Reeves chairman proceededto
business,and after adjourning from time to time as we thought proper,
and after taking into consideration the duplicate of 1849and the books
of the old townships of Northampton, we do, on this 15thday of April,
A.D.1850,make this our report, to wit: That the debtof the said townBhipof Northampton amounts in the aggregateto the sum of $1657.68,
of which sum the township of WestamptonBhall pay-the sum of $702.39,
and that the township of Northampton shall pay the sum of $955.29;
and we do further report that there are available funds in hand as fol
lows : Cash in the handsof the township collector$183,and in the hands
of Joseph L. Warren, constable,$88.17; on tax-warrant consideredgood,
the sum of $138.20
; township road implements valued at $10.00; and we
do order that the clerks of the respectivetownships to enter a true copy
of this our report in the township books,to remain as a record thereof.
" In testimonywhereof we have hereunto Betour bands this 15th
day
of April, 1850. Signed in presenceof P. F. Slack, clerk of Northamp
ton, and Levi H. Bogers, clerk of WeBtampton.
" Zachariah Reeves, Chairman, Samuel
A. Dobbins,
" Samuel Parker,
Samuel Bustis,
" William Pew,
William Brown,
" Tyler W. Burr,
Henrt Murrt,
" William K. Armstrong,
Samuel C. Forker,
" Westampton
NorthamptonCommittee."
Committee.
" hereby certify the above to be a true copy of the original report

I

madeby the township clerks and acceptedby the joint committee.
" Levi H. Rogers, Clerk.
" At a meeting of the township committee held June 8,1850,the fol
lowing were among the resolutions passed:
" Ist. On motion ordered that the overseerof the poor be authorized
to procure a book at the expense and for the use of the township, and
that he make an entry in said book of all persons,and for what purpose
that he relieved, at the expenseof tbe township.
"2d. On motion, ordered that $1400be raisedhy assessmentto defray
the expensesof said township.
"3d. On motion, ordered that the sum of $300 be raised for school
purposes.
"8th. On motion, ordered that Solomon Gaskill he allowed to expend
for road purposes$125,and no more without further orders.
"9th. On motion, that Christopher Johnson be elected constable by
the township committee.
" Levi H. Rogers, Clerk."
" Zaciiari ae Reeves, Chairman.

grounds : Samuel

L.

Haines, born Aug. 30, 1764, died

Nov. 19, 1825 ; Anna Haines, born Sept. 12, 1774,
died Oct. 14, 1825; Anna D. Haines, born Nov. 17,
1803, died July 27, 1858 ; George D. Haines, born
April 15, 1799, died Aug. 27, 1858 ; Samuel N. Haines,
born Feb. 15, 1810, died Oct. 19, 1864 ; Elizabeth H.
Tash, born Feb. 25, 1795, died Aug. 13, 1834; Mary
Ann Haines, born Jan. 29, 1801, died Feb. 28, 1873 ;
Isaac D. Haines, born Jan. 11, 1817, died Nov. 22,
1876; Susan D. Haines, born March 12, 1797, died
Sept. 28, 1881 ; James Langstaff, born June 16, 1809,
died Jan. 9, 1875; Charles Haines, born Feb. 8, 1808,

died Dec. 6, 1877; Sarah Dillin, died Sept. 19, 1860;
John Newbold Pancoast, died April 13, 1867, aged
35; Samuel Sherman, died Aug. 10, 1881, aged 55;
Eliza Smith, died Jan. 3, 1875, aged 65; Lizzie Yar-

nall, died June 12, 1874, aged 35 ; Elizabeth Grant,
died Dec. 11, 1876, aged 80 ; David Sharp, died March
5, 1866, aged 73 ; Susan Rogers, 1874 ; Mary Ann L.
Rogers, 1853 ; Mary Ann Atkinson, born Feb. 11,
1818, died Aug. 6, 1875 ; Charles Ewan, born Feb. 29,
died Feb. 23, 1879 ; Esther A. Dayton, March
died Dec. 21, 1878, aged

1812,

17, 1876 ; Samuel S. Dayton,
49 ;

Mary E. Dayton, born Dec. 15, 1858, died Oct. 8,
Joseph G. King, born June 2, 1830, died Feb.

1879 ;

David P. Hozier, died October, 1861, aged
38; Mary Hozier, died December, 1866, aged 78 ; Ann
A. Ward, died Oct. 17, 1854, aged 32 ; William King,
died July 6, 1864, aged 58 ; Rachael King, died
20, 1873 ;

9, 1860, aged 36 ; Isaac Alloway, died June
22, 1850, aged 51 ; Gideon R. Hozier, died Aug. 15,

March

Alloway, born April 29,
Gaskill, died Sept.
16, 1875, aged 91 ; Annie Frasier, died July 22, 1872,
aged 86 ; Elizabeth Bailie, died Aug. 8, 1845, aged
53; Mary Mitchell, died June 4, 1862, aged 55;
Martha Middleton, born Aug. 24, 1825, died May 9,
1877 ; Jonathan Gaskill, died June 28, 1849, aged 40 ;
Samuel P. Parker, died Nov. 7, 1878, aged 58 ; Samuel
Parker, born September, 1789, died Dec. 10, 1880;
Huldah Parker, born Oct. 19, 1791, died Dec. 10,
1860; Rebecca Willitts, born Oct. 22,1772, died Feb.
18, 1864 ; Twining Folwell, born 1786, died Feb. 27,
1864; Hester Folwell, born 1786, died 1868; Eliza
beth Earling, 1779-1870; Rebecca Wright, born 12th
mo. 4th, 1805, died 4th mo. 1, 1877 ; George H. Du
bell, aged 20 ; Elizabeth A. Wonderlin, died May 29,
1849,

aged 59 ; Susannah

1800, died Dec. 3, 1873 : Susannah

1877.

This is no doubt the oldest burial-place

in this

county north of Burlington, and for many years after
it was deeded by Cripps to the Friends' Meeting the
grounds were cared for, as the Friends'
meeting
house then stood on one side of the lot.
For the
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;

6
;

;

is

is

:

it,

Timbtjctoo is a small hamlet on the south border
of the township, one and a half miles from Mount
Holly. Its inhabitants are nearly all descendants of
Ham, who is supposed to have located in Africa, from
whence his seed has scattered over the United States.
Educational. — In the division of this township
there were but two school districts left in
viz.
Timbuctoo District, No. 33.— This district
situated one and a half miles west from Mount Holly,
composed chiefly of colored
and its population
people. Total cash received from all sources for 1880
was $300; value of school property, $200
number of
children between five and eighteen years of age, 44
months'
number of scholars registered, 29
school,
average attendance, 13 capacity of school-house, 50
one female teacher at $21 per month.

Union District, No.

34. — Total

;

;

;

cash received
from all sources, $400; value of school property,
$1500
number of children between five and eighteen
years of age, 78; months' school, 9.5; number of
children registered, 56 average attendance, 29 ca
;

pacity of school-house, 50
ployed at $30 per month.

one female teacher

em

is

is

James, born 1655; Daniel, 1658; John, 1660, July
9th Samuel, 1667 Mary, 1670 Joseph, 1673 Eliza
and Ann, born in 1677.
beth, 1675
John, son of Dr. Daniel, obtained by the will of his
father, dated March 25, 1698, six hundred and twenty;

five acres of land, lying in the forks of the Rancocas
Creek, which his father had purchased of William
Biddle and Mary Olive in 1693,
being one-fourth
part of the proprietary.
The warrant was granted
to John Wills by the Council of Proprietors in the
fifth dividend in 1740.
John sold two hundred and
forty-two acres of this land to the children of an In

dian king, — Ossollororohen
and his two brothers,
Teannes and Moonis.
John Wills was one of the
original proprietors
of West Jersey, clerk of the
Council of Proprietors from 1712 to 1721, and one of
the Governor's
council.
He died Feb. 17, 1746,
having spent his life on the homestead where his
father resided before him. He was married three
times, and his children were John, born in 1684;
Hope,

1687;

Daniel, 1689;

Eves,

1692;

James,

1694;

Jane, wife of Samuel
Elizabeth, 1697; Ann,

1699; Sarah, 1701; John (2d), 1703; and Rebecca,
1705.
Of these children, Daniel in direct line, and
succeeded to the homestead property, where he spent

his life.
His wife, Elizabeth Woolston, born in 1695,
bore him children,— Joseph, born in 1715 Hope, 1721,
became the wife of Benjamin Lippincott; Mary, 1723,
;

or church

Dr. Wills went to Barbadoes to settle his brother
William's estate, who had settled there, and while
there died, March 26, 1698, and was buried in the
Friends' burying-ground there. His children, all of
whom were born in England but the youngest, were
;

store, tavern,

settled.

it

a

liam R. Wills, who resides where his ancestor first

is

no excuse for

large book, a treatise on the
cine-box, together with
plants,"
" Herbal," have been
called
history of
handed down, and are now also the property of Wil

"

;

quently

within its borders, yet the Friends' meeting-house at
Rancocas village is just within the line, but is
placed with the village of Rancocas, in Willingbor

WILLS FAMILY.
William Penn, by deed dated Jan. 22, 1676, con
veyed to Dr. Daniel Wills and Thomas Olive one ninethousandth part of all West Jersey. This deed
in
possession of William R. Wills in 1882, and
signed
by William Penn. Dr. Daniel Wills located his
claim of six hundred acres in the southwest corner of
Northampton township, now Westampton, Burling
ton County, N. J., on the Rancocas Creek, naming
the township from the place he left in England.
Thomas Olive located his claim adjoining on the Ran
cocas, naming the township Willingboro', from his
native place in England. Dr. Wills came to West
" Kent," in 1677, delegated by
Jersey in the ship
William Penn to purchase land of the Indians as one
of the West Jersey proprietors, and to look after the
A double silveradministration of affairs generally.
cased watch, his amputating saw, lances, and medi

;

to the grounds ; and

in order to keep the
order,"
" Woodlawn
the
decently and in
Company"
Graveyard
was formed, with the follow
ing-named incorporators : Samuel Parker, James Lip
pincott, Cornell Stevenson, Edward Nippins, Isaac
D. Haines, Susan Alloway, Andrew Davis, Susan V.
Haines, Lydia L. Haines, Rachel D. Haines, Mary
Ann Haines, and Brazilla D. King.
This company obtained a deed of the property,
dated Nov. 29, 1870, from M. S. Pancoast, Rowland
J. Dutton, Samuel Williams, William R. Wills,
Richard F. Mott, and William R. Bishop, trustees of
Friends. The deed conveys lot No. 4, situate to the
north of Gaskill's lane.
Lot No. 5 also being a part
of the old Friends' burying-ground.
The trustees of the Woodlawn Graveyard Com
pany are James Lippincott, Joseph G. Parker, Charles
Fort, Andrew Davis, Cornell Stevenson, and Samuel
E. Rogers. The annual meeting of the trustees is
held on the third Tuesday in August of each year.
The first officers of the company were James Lippin
cott, president, and Samuel P. Parker, secretary and
treasurer.
The present officers are President, James
Lippincott; Secretary and Treasurer, Cbarles Fort.
Villages and Hamlets. — This township is pecu
liarly located, being between Mount Holly on the
south and Burlington on the north ; there is conse

laid claim
grounds "

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.

a

the grounds were
neglected to such an extent that some of those living
near and having friends interred there caused some
improvements to be made, whereupon the Friends

first half of the present century

;

504
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;

Their children
who died 23d of the 11th month, 1881.
are Lydia, wife of Joseph Evans; Joshua S. Rachel;
Anna, wife of Joseph Haines; and Sarah F., wife of
Joseph G. Evans.
Samuel, son of Aaron and Rachel Wills, born June

;

a

;

Martha Jarrett. He
Their children were
Samuel, born in 1821
Chalkley J., born in 1823
Charles, born in 1826 Dilwin, born in 1828 Daniel,
born in 1831
Susannah, wife of George B. Borton
and Daniel, born in 1835.
Of these children, Chalk
ley J. Wills married Ann, daughter of Benjamin
large es
Deacon, of Eayerstown, N. J. accumulated
tate in New York as
brick contractor and builder,
and died in May, 1881.
His wife and seven children

;

;

survive him and reside at Rancocas.

a

a

is

facts regarding his ancestors, and
largely compiled from his memorandum
He married in 1789,
book. He died Aug. 27, 1854.
Grace, daughter of William and Grace (Allen) Rog
minister in the
Grace Allen was
ers, of Evesham.
Society of Friends, and William Rogers was grand
son of John Rogers, the progenitor of the family in
this sketch

New Jersey.

Samuel

Wills'

wife, Grace Rogers, was

is

a

a

Borton,

resided on the Borton

property.

His

son,

Uriah, grandfather of our subject, was born Dec.
1776, and died Feb.
1840, and resided on the Bor
part of the " Borton tract,"
ton homestead,
extend
ing from the Mount Holly and Moorestown turnpike
to Rancocas Creek.
His wife, born Aug. 19, 1780
was Mary, daughter of Job and Elizabeth
and granddaughter of John Collins, who was born

1,

and genealogical

4,

Friends' Society at Rancocas, and of
the Monthly Meeting at Burlington, where his family
He was very much inter
and ancestors worshiped.
ested in gathering historical data, old Indian relics,
member of the

URIAH BORTON.
The progenitor of the family here, John Borton,
was one of the early settlers in what
now Mount
Laurel township
(formerly Evesham), Burlington
large land-owner, and reared a
Co., N. J. He was
large family of children.
Portions of the original
" Borton tract"
remain in possession of the family in
1882.
Abram Borton,
near descendant from John

a

a

7,

1765, inherited the old homestead, aud resided
there during his life in the two-story brick house built
by his father in 1786, well preserved, and the home
quiet and unos
He was
stead residence in 1882.
tentatious man, possessed of good mind, and an active

married, Nov. 16, 1820,
died in his eighty-fifth year.
stead,

;

a

a

is

a man of good judgment,
father and ancestors, he
supporter of the worthy local en
sterling integrity,
terprises about him, and
member of the Society of
Friends. In 1841 he was united in marriage to Lydia
S., daughter of Joshua and Lydia Stokes, of Medford,

forty years George W. died young and Hannah C.
Wills on the homestead.
Aaron, son of Samuel and Grace Wills, before
mentioned as receiving the upper part of the home

a

a

11th month, 1805, succeeded to the home farm, spent
sixty-one years of his life there, and virtually retired
from business, settling in Medford, where he resides in
He was an active and industrious farmer, and
1882.
representative one.
Like his
may safely be classed

William R., successor to the homestead
Moorestown
and a farmer
Elizabeth R., wife of George D. Hil
yard, of NewYork; Susanna died young; Clayton
druggist in Philadelphia, died in 1879, aged
N.,

;

in 1846.
Henry W. Wills, son of Joseph, born 26th of the

1838, and he

was
liberal contributor to the worthy enterprises
around him.
He married in 1828, October 23d, Su
sanna, daughter of Joseph and Rebecca Richardson,
who was born Oct. 23, 1804, and died in 1861.
Their
children are Ann, wife of Joseph Lippincott, of

;

;

;

the wife of Abram Stockton, of Burlington Joseph
P., deceased; Daniel died young; John B., deceased
Joseph Wills' second wife,
and Henry W. Wills.
Sarah Shreve, whom he married in 1812, died in

was
firm supporter of the Whig and Republican
parties.
He worshiped at the Rancocas Meeting, and

;

This Joseph married
Joseph, hereafter mentioned.
Virgin Powell, who was born in 1766 and died in
1810.
Their children were Rachel A., deceased, was

citizen and farmer.
He was member of the board
of chosen freeholders for many years, and one of the
founders of the Burlington County Agricultural So
ciety.
He took an active part in local politics, and

a

going business man. He had two sons, Joseph and
Samuel.
To his son Joseph, born Aug. 16, 1761, he
willed the plantation he had obtained of his brother
Jonathan, owned in 1882 by Henry W. Wills, son of

the homestead part on the Rancocas, the former
taking the upper part. Daniel was a representative

;

a

a

it,

brother Jonathan, and in 1787 the old homestead of
his brother Daniel, who had succeeded to
and on
large land-owner at
the latter died in 1805. He was
his death, and had been representative and thorough

;

township, on the Ran
the plantation of his

;

1767

;

in

Aaron, born in 1791 Hannah, 1793, became the wife
of Joseph B. Cooper, of Camden; William, 1794;
Ann, 1799, wife of George Williams, of Pennsylvania;
and Daniel, born June 26, 1803, died July 20, 1878.
The homestead of Samuel Wills he divided between
his sons Aaron and Daniel, the latter succeeding to

a

Willingboro'

stead, but in
cocas.
He bought

woman of superior judgment and ability, and was
She died Sept.
greatly interested in home matters.
Their children are
15, 1825, aged fifty-four years.

a

Aaron, son of Daniel and Elizabeth Wills, married
Rachel, daughter of Henry Warrington, of Moores
town, settled on a plantation adjoining the home
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a

wife of William Buzby; Daniel, 1725; Hannah, 1728,
wife of Caleb Lippincott ; John and Jonathan (twins),
1730; Aaron, 1734; and Moses, born in 1737.
All of
whom settled in the vicinity of the homestead and on
parts of it.
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in

in Chester township.

1749, and resided

She died

Oct. 12, 1869, and bore the following children, —Jo
seph, Elizabeth (born in 1803, wife of Charles Haines,

of Moorestown), Rachel (born in 1806, wife of William
Jessup, of Mount Laurel), Lydia (born in 1809, un
married), Mary N. (born in 1813, wife of Thomas
Evans, of Marlton), Naomi (born in 1816, wife of
Nathan Haines, of Evesham), and Amy (born in
This family were members of the
1818, unmarried).
Evesham Monthly Meeting of the Friends' Society.
Of the above children, Joseph, eldest son, was born
on the homestead of his ancestors, near Masonville,
April 29, 1800. He was a farmer near the Easton
meeting-house

for many years, where he remained
one hundred
and twenty-seven acres on the Rancocas and Bur
Willingboro'
lington road, on the
line, in the town

until March,

1835, when he purchased

The brick house then upon
ship of Westampton.
the premises was built by George and Sarah Elkinton
in 1765, to which he made a brick addition in 1837.
Here he spent the remainder of his life, and died

April

He was a representative agriculturist,
and a man of honesty of purpose in all the relations
of life. He was a member of the Friends' Meeting
9, 1868.

at Rancocas and the Monthly Meeting at Burlington,
where his family also worshiped.
His wife, Sarah,
daughter of John and Deborah Jessup, of Mount

Laurel, was born Nov. 29, 1801, and died Dec. 1,
Her father, son of John and Elizabeth Jessup,
1861.
died Sept. 26, 1826, aged fifty-three years. Her mother
died April 9, 1807, aged twenty-seven years. The
Jessup family was among the early settlers of Bur
lington County.
They can be traced back to John
Jessup, who married Margaret Wittercer in 1737, and
emigrated with his two brothers from England, settling
in West New Jersey, between Woodbury and Mantua
Creeks. Their children are Deborah (wife of Richard
Buzby, of Franklin Park), Elizabeth O, Mary J.
(widow of Chalkley Stokes, of Mount Laurel), Rachel
in 1876, unmarried), Uriah (subject of this
sketch), and Sarah

J.

Borton.

Uriah, only son of Joseph and Sarah Borton, was
born Feb. 5, 1836.
He obtained his education in the
school at Rancocas and at the Friends' boardingschool at Westtown, Pa. He succeeded to the farm
property of his father in Westampton
township,
before described, partly by purchase and partly by
inheritance, and has spent his life a farmer.
Mr.
Borton retains the common characteristics
of the
family, unostentation, industry, and self-reliance, is
a progressive and intelligent farmer, and his sur
roundings

show the careful work of a systematic
He was united in marriage, May 10, 1876
to Rachel, daughter of Benjamin and Mary (Chap
man) Wiggins, of Wrightstown, Bucks Co., Pa. Her
father was a farmer, a man well read, and an influ
ential member of the Pennsylvania
State Historical
Society.
Her mother was a daughter of Dr. Thomas
Chapman, of Wrightstown, who was descended from
farmer.

John Chapman, who came from Stanhope, England,
to Pennsylvania in 1684.
The children of Uriah
Borton and wife are Mary and William J. Borton.

CHAPTER XLIV.
WOODLAND

TOWNSHIP.i

Descriptive. — Woodland township was erected
March 7, 1866, from Pemberton, Shamong, South
It is bounded
ampton, and Washington townships.
on the north by Pemberton and Southampton, on the
south by Randolph and Bass River townships, on the
east by Ocean County, on the west by Shamong town
ship. In dimensions it is eighteen miles in length by
twelve miles in breadth. This township is the largest
in extent and the smallest in population of any in the
county, having an area of seventy-three thousand

and fifty-nine acres, and a population
of about four hundred.
It has several small hamlets
within its limits.
The New Jersey Southern Rail
road passes nearly through the centre of the town
ship running from east to west, with stations at
four hundred

Woodmansie

and Shamong.

Natural Features. — The

surface of the township
is undulating, exhibiting while traveling through the
township frequent elevations and depressions.
The
soil is principally composed of sand with a mixture

of gravel, especially in the northern part. Along the
line of the railroad farms are all cleared up which
produce an average crop. This township, together
with the northern half of Bass River and Little Egg
Harbor, and also the neighboring townships in Ocean

County, is for miles on miles almost one unbroken
stretch of pine and scrub-oak barrens.
In some of
the ancient maps this whole section is put down for
students of geography as " Barren Desert."

This township is noted for its prolific cranberry bogs,
which is the chief industry of the township ; charcoal
burning is also carried on to some extent. The prin
cipal streams running through the
township are the
West Branch of Wading River, School Branch, South
Branch, and minor other streams and ponds are quite
numerous in Woodland township.

Early Settlement.— Samuel and Thomas Richards
appear to have been the first and
only ones to utilize
the valuable iron deposits that were in former times
quite numerous throughout
the entire township.
The Speadwell furnace was established by Samuel
and Thomas Richards prior to the Revolutionary
war, and during the war they were kept
busy
casting cannon-ball and shell. This furnace was con
sidered by its operators as one of the best in the
county.
The iron was of superior quality, and the
mines yielded an abundant supply to meet the de' From Leah Blackman's History of Little
Egg Harbor and Vicinity.

'9^^£cg^^'er^T

,,

Digitizatian Support fram

OrigiilKll from

MICROSOFT

YALE !JNIVERSITY

WOODLAND
maud.
These mines were worked for several years
with good success, but for the past half-century they
have not been operated, and nothing remains to mark
the prosperity of this antique spot except the many iron
scales which have been unearthed by the passers-by.
Abraham Jones settled in Woodland township prior
to 1800, and purchased a tract of land in the south
ern part of the township, and erected a log cabin in
which to dwell. He, like few other settlers, turned his
to manufacturing
enterprise, by which he
became one of the leading men of Woodland.
Soon
after he built his cabin and settled his family he
built a saw-mill, and in clearing up his lands .he drew
the oak and pine lumber to his mill, and during the
attention

stormy weather he sawed them up, and in two years
he had not only cleared a farm which produced proli
fic crops, but had a well-stocked lumber-yard, and the
most substantial dwelling in the township.
As the
settlement increased, likewise did Mr. Jones' lumber
piles decrease. He supplied the surrounding neigh
borhood with building material from his mill ; also
shipped large quantities of lumber to various sections

of the country, carrying on the business for several
years, and then disposed of it to a man by the name
of Haines, who operated the old mill for a few years,
and then aba»doned it.
Abraham Jones, the founder of this ancient saw
mill, remained in the township until his death. He
lived to an advanced age and saw his numerous off
spring married and settled down. They, unlike their
father, did not remain in the wilderness of Woodland
township, but sought more thickly-settled
localities

in different parts of the State, and at present (1882)
" Jones" in Woodland township has

the name of

become extinct.

Applegate. — Two brothers, Alexander and Ran
dolph Applegate, came from Ocean County in the
year 1820, and settled in Woodland township.
Alex
ander, the older of the two, purchased a tract of land
situated in the eastern part of the township and en
gaged in farming.
When he first settled in Wood
land it was a dense wilderness, alive with bear, deer,
wild-cats, wolves, and other species of wild animals.
Here he sought a spot and built a log cabin, and
cleared up a small farm, and commenced tilling the
Here Mr. Applegate remained for a half-cen

soil.

tury until his death.

Soon after

he came to the
township he married Rachel Coleman, who, it is said,
was a great help to her husband in a business manner.

Jlandolph Applegate, like his brother Samuel, ex
perienced no little difficulty in hewing down the ma
jestic oaks and perfecting a settlement, but being an
ambitious man, like many other men of his day, he
shouldered his axe and felled the heavy timber which
had swayed to and fro for the past centuries, and in a
short time Mr. Applegate became master of the situ
pioneer settlers of the
ation, and ranked among the
locality in which he lived. He married Emeline
Robbins and remained in Woodland township for
32*
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several years, but afterwards
returned to Ocean County.

sold his property

and

Reeves Family. — Daniel Reeves was the first one
of this name to settle in Woodland township, although
He was the
not among the earliest in.the township.
first to settle in Woodmansie, a small hamlet, which
is located on the eastern border of the township.
Here
he purchased a tract of land and established himself
as a farmer.
He married Jane Schenck, and reared a
family of six children, as follows : Richard, Elizabeth,
Hopewell, William, Jane, and Levi.
Richard married Eliza Hawkins, and located at
Brown's Mill, and followed the occupation of char
coal-burner.

Elizabeth married George Brewer, who resided at
Woodmansie and followed charcoal burning.
Their
family consisted of Charles, Nancy, Daniel, Jane,
George, and Hopewell.
Charles married a Miss Cramer, and resided in the
township.

Nancy married Josiah Townsend, and removed to
the West, where he engaged in farming.
Daniel married Rachel Ireland, and located at
Shamong.
Jane married Samuel Cramer, and moved to Ocean

County, N. J.
George married

a Miss

Applegate,

and lived

at

Halfway.
Hopewell married Charles Penn, and located in
Ocean County, N. J., where he followed the pursuits
of farming.
First Branch. — Hopewell, William, Jane, and Levi
all removed from the township at an early date.
Civil Organization. — According to an act of As
sembly dated March 7, 1866, Woodland township is
defined to be " all that part of Pemberton, Shamon'g.
Southampton, and Washington townships, beginning
at a point where the north branch of Misery millstream crosses the Ocean County line; thence along

said Ocean County line in a southerly direction to
where the line of Bass River township meets said
Ocean County line ; thence in a southerly direction
along the line of said Bass River township to Lawrie's
bridge ; thence in a southerly direction to the forks
of Shoal branch and the main west branch of Wading

River ; thence in a northerly direction to the corner
6f Shamong and Southampton
townships,
where
Batsto Creek

(so called) crosses the same; thence
along the line of the two said townships of Shamong
and Southampton to a stone, corner to said two town
ships near Friendship saw-mill ; thence in a north

easterly direction to northwest corner of Misery milldam; thence up said mill-stream, following the several
courses of its north branch, to place of beginning."

Civil List.
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
I Victor Ritzendollar, 1879
Charles B. Rowland, 1866.
1880
John Dellett, 1867-71,1875-78.
1882.
James McCambridge,1873-75.
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CLERKS.
1874,1875.
1 John Scott,
James Reid, 1876-79,1881.
Samuel G. Albertson, 1880.
Samuel I. Perry, 1882.

Henry 0. McCoy, 1866.
Andrew D. Lull, 1867-71.
Daniel Simpkins, 1872.
N. P. Todd, 1873.

ASSESSORS.

N. P.
the following individuals- and their families :Brooks'
Todd and family, B. O. Wade and family, Jos.
schooland family. Services were carried on in the
it was
time
which
of
at
1874,
house until the spring
deemed expedient.to erect a house of worship ; a com

mittee was appointed, and steps were at once taken
plot of land was given
to erect a church edifice. A
of a church was
erection
the
and
Todd,
P.
N.
by Mr.
completed the latter part of the year.
and
commenced
COLLECTORS.
feet in
It is of wood, twenty-eight feet by forty-two neatly; Peter Cadwell, 1876,1877.,
B. 0. Wade, 1866-67..
with
its
and
1878-82.
McCambridge,
built,
James
substantially
is
j
size. It
William Lull, 1868-72.
John Dellett, 1874.
furnished rooms, its durable outward appearance,
people
CONSTABLES.
with its tall, tapering spire, it stands before the
interest
Christian
their
of
1
881,
monument
1877,1878,
Extle,
1867.
Edward
W.
as
a
of Shamong
James Anderson, 1866,
1882.
Victor Ritzendollar, 1868-72,1875
It was dedicated by its pastor, Rev.
and enterprise.
1880! Caleb L. Adams. 1873-75,
! George Elliott, 1876-78.
James H. Todd, 1879.

Christopher Estlow, 1866-68.
Egbert Humphery, 1869-71.
Francis R. Estlow, 1872.

Samuel S. Lutts, 1879.
A. J. Dellett, 1880.

James Dellett, 1873-75.

George W. Cothell. The first board of trustees elected
consisted of N. P. Todd and B. O. Wade, who has acted
JUDGES OF ELECTION.
completion
that capacity since. The church on its
James Burdsall, 1877,1878.1880, in
Edward Buzby, 1866-68,1872.
church
of
prop
value
cost fourteen hundred dollars;
1881.
John Sloan, 1873.
present
is
membership
1879.
Elberston,
dollars
C.
P.
;
hundred
William Lull, 1874.
erty, fifteen
N. Dellett, 1882.
Charles Estlow, 1875.
about twenty-five.
James D. Elberston, 1876.
Villages and Hamlets— Shamong.— This small
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE.
part of township,
hamlet is located in the southern
Samuel Webb, 1871.
Egbert Humphery, 1866,1870.
Railroad,
Southern
Jersey
New
of
the
line
on the
John Elliott, 1872,1876.
John Scott, 1866.
Presbyterian Church, two general
18781877,
one
1874,
contains
Adams,
L.
and
C.
1869.
Wade,
B. O.
wheelwrightand blacksmithstores, school-house,
OVERSEERS OF THE POOR.
dwellings.
about
twenty
and
station,
railroad
1
880.
shop,
Edward W. Extle, 1877-78,
Joseph Anderson, 1866-68.
Samuel P. Lutts, 1879.
The first merchant in Shamong was B. O. Wade,
Victor Ritzendollar, 1869-72.
A. J. Duletta, 1880.
James Dnlett, 1874-75.
who entered upon his mercantile career in 1864, and
Ivirness Grant, 1876.
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John Scott,1866-67,1873.
James McCambridge,1866-78.
Samuel Hunt, 1866-67,1869-70.
<GeorgeSloan, 1868-72.
John Burge, 1868-69.
Thomas Alloways, 1870,1874.
GedrgePope, 1871-72.
Edward Buzby, 1871.
Richard I. Bartlett, 1872.
I. S. Sooy,1873,1876-77.

Schools.— Owing

has carried on the business since.
John Scott erected a store-house here in 1866, and
David Reid, 1874-78,1881.
has since carried on the business.
Williaih McCambridge, 1874-75,
The station agent is D. E. Todd.

COMMITTEE.

1880.
N. P. Todd, 1875,1879.
A.D. Lull, 1876-79.
John Elliott, 1878.
JohnDuletts, 1879,1882.
Daniel Simpson,1880.
Frank Venable, 1881.
Victor Retzendollar, 1882.

to this township

being sparsely

respec
settled it only contains two school districts,
Jones' Mill District, No. 95, and Woodmansie,
tively
No. 96. The following will show the amount re
appor
ceived, with expenditures, etc. : Amount of

tionment from State appropriations, $572.34; total
public school
amount received from all sources for
purposes, $875; present value of school property,

age residing
$2600; number of children of the school
in'
average
of months
number
97;
the township,
school has been kept open, 8.5 ; number of male
average salary paid
teachers employed, 1 ; female, 2 ;
paid
$31.66.
females,
per
$30
;
month,
males
Religious. — The religious interest of Woodland

township is as yet in its infancy, there being but one
township.
In the year 1873,
church edifice in the
and held
came
to
Shamong
Cothell
George
W.
Rev.
religious services in the school-house for a period of
perfected a
about six months, during which time he
Presbyterian Church organization, which consisted of

Co. carry on the manufacture of
toys
on a limited scale.
tin
is the name of a
Woodmansie. — Woodmansie
small hamlet which is located on the eastern border

H. R. Akers &

of the township, on the line of the New Jersey South
ern Railroad. It contains one hotel, post-office, saw
The hotel
mill, school-house, and twelve dwellings.
was erected by Richard Bartlett in 1865, who kept the
hotel and store for several years, and in 1879 the
property was purchased by Alfred Adams, present
proprietor.

The post-office was established in 1860, with Chris
Estlow as postmaster. His successors have
been R. S. Bartlett in 1865, Charles Burton, and in
present incumbent,
was ap
1879 Alfred Adams,
topher

pointed.

The railroad
Alfred Adams.

Lebanon

station

is under the supervision

of

is a small hamlet located in the north
of the township, and was founded by
Thomas and Samuel Richards in 1851, who erected a
large factory for the manufacture of window-glass.
These works were operated by Messrs. Richards with
marked success, owing to the superior quality of the
clear crystal he manufactured.
When in full oper
ation he gave employment to one hundred and fifty
east

part
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and Nicholas Lucas in planting a colony upon Billing's
estate in America, and it is more than probable that

They also erected about sixty dwellings and
saw-mill, which they ran in connection with their
glass-works.
They carried on the business until
about 1866, at which time the timber became nearly
exhausted, and they abandoned the factory. In 1881
the property was purchased by Chetwood Giles &

Penn's connection with the settlement'of West Jersey
led to his acceptance in lieu of Admiral Penn's claim
upon the crown of the territory of Pennsylvania,
which from its adjoining situation made it desirable

Pine is a small hamlet located in the northwest
part of the township, in a farming district, and con
tains merely a collection of a few farm-houses.

for many Friends who were then wishing for homes
beyond the power and sore persecution of various sects
and parties of England.
The " Grants and Concessions" framed by William
Penn and the proprietors in England in 1676 for the
government of New West Jersey, and which were

men.

Co., of New York City, who leased the saw-mill to
Samuel Lee, the present operator.
The factory has
not been worked to any extent since 1866.

Industrial. — Woodland

is especially noted for her
cranberry bogs, which are situated in the
southern portion of the township.
Among the most
extensive growers of these berries are John Berge, C.
E. Dunham, and N. P. Todd.
These gentlemen
gather large quantities of cranberries from their pro
superior

lific bogs each year, and large shipments are made to
New York and Philadelphia.
The present saw-mill was built by Buckingham &
Adams in 1877, at a cost of three thousand dollars.
It is supplied with a thirty horse-power steam-engine,
and employs seven men. The principal business car
ried on at this mill is the manufacture of shingles.
Union Forge was established by Thomas and Samuel
Richard in about

This forge was located about
They carried on the manu
facture of pig iron for a number of years and then
abandoned it. At this date (1832) no trace of this
1800.

one mile from Shamong.

forge is visible.
Charcoal is also one of the leading enterprises, which
is at present carried on to quite an extent in the
township.

CHAPTER XLV.
WILLINGBOROUGH TOWNSHIP.'

For

names of ships and passengers that first came
to West Jersey, names of surveyor-generals, building
of Camden and Amboy Railroad, etc., see general
history.

Willingborough was settled between the years of
1681 and 1684, by a people mostly of the Society of
Friends, who had fled from persecution in England

for conscience' sake, who thought to establish an asy
lum beyond the ocean, and were willing to forego
friends, plenty, and the civilized comforts to foster the
spirit of religious liberty and constitutional rights in
pioneer homes, which they thought would be a more
precious legacy to bequeath to their children than the
gold of England.

It was for this reason that William Penn, who was
at first reluctant, acquiesced in the desire of Byllinge,
a much persecuted Friend, to act with Gawen Lawrie
1 By Charles Stokes, of Rancocas.

to by the freeholders and inhabitants
thereof, so alarmed the stringent and unrelenting Pur
itans of New England, who had preceded the Friends

subscribed

to the New World, that the General Court took action
to check the further progress of Penn and his follow
ers, as will be seen by the following letter, lately dis
"
covered in Boston, dated September ye 15, 1682, to
ye aged and beloved Mr. John Higginson :"
" There bee now at seaa shippee(for our friend Mr. Esaias Halcraft,
of Lond., did adviseme by tbe last packet that it would sail sometime
'Welcome,"
in August), called ye
It. Greenway,master,which has aboard
an hundred or more of ye heretics and malignants called Quakers,with
Wm. Penne who is ye chief scamp,at the heddeof them.
"Ye General Court has accordingly given secret orders to Master
'Welcome,'
'Porpoise,'
Malachi Huxett, of ye brig
to way lay ye said

as near the coastof Caddeeas may be, and make captiveof ye said Penn
and his ungodly crew, so that ye Lord may be glorified and not mocked
on ye soil of this new countre with ye heathen worship of these people.
" Much spoil can be madeby selling ye lotte to Barbadoes,theseslaves
fetch goodprices in rum and sugar, and we shall not only do thye Lord
great serviceby punishing thye wicked, but shall make great gayne for
his ministers and people.
" Master Huxett feelshopeful, and will set down the news he brings
when his shippeecomesback.
" Yours in ye bowelsof ChriBt,
" Cotton Mather."

I

The ship " Welcome" escaped the kidnappers, or
" Porpoise," and arrived safely in Delaware Bay,

brig
reached

New

Castle, where

Penn

landed

Oct. 24,

1682.

Near this time, 1682, a large ship of five hundred
and fifty tons burden arrived at West Jersey, which
ran aground in Delaware Bay.
After staying there
eight days a favorable wind and tide carried it off, it
sailed up the river, and the passengers landed on the

Jersey shore between Philadelphia and Burlington.
Their provisions were nearly exhausted, and they sent
ten miles to an Indian town, near Rancocas River, for
Indian corn and peas; the king of this tribe treated
them kindly and directed such Indians as had pro
visions to bring them in next morning, which they
did. This was the character of the New Jersey In
dians. They welcomed the early settlers to their
shore, fed them when short of food, and in many in
stances kept starvation from their doors, and be
friended them in many other ways. The early set
tlers appreciated this feeling of friendship; they always
treated the Indians kindly, honorably, and justly,
and they labored to improve his condition and contri
bute to his comforts.
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The New Jersey Indians never had cause to sus
pect treachery or deception on the part of their palefaced brethren.
They lived together in peace and
harmony.
The settlers were permitted to occupy
their locations unmolested.
They were never dis

by midnight attacks or Indian massacres.
They pursued a different course from most other col
onies, whose history is full of Indian wars and blood

turbed

shed.

As will be shown by a map accompanying the present
sketch, the earliest and first locations in Willingbor
ough were made upon the Rancocas River as follows :
Beginning first against the line between the town
ships of Northampton
and Willingborough, adjoin
ing Daniel Wills' location in Northampton, John
Paine, on the 21st of December, 1681, located for the
use of Thomas Green two hundred acres of land next
In December, 1681, in two
adjoining Paine's survey.
different surveys, Thomas Harding located two hun
dred and fifty acres; next adjoining,

on Oct. 13, 1682,

William Evans located three hundred and twenty-

three acres ; next adjoining, Robert Hudson located
two hundred and ten acres; next adjoining, in Feb
ruary, 1684, Thomas French located six hundred
acres; next adjoining, in 1682, John Roberts located
sixty-eight acres; next adjoining, on Jan. 12, 1681,
Thomas

Eves located one hundred

acres; next ad

joining, in July, 1682, Thomas Olive located one
hundred and thirty-six acres ; next adjoining, on
April 25, 1682, Thomas Olive located five hundred
acres, through which location flowed a creek, upon
which Thomas Olive erected a mill at a spot eighty
yards below the present bridge over the said creek,

on the Beverly and Mount Holly Turnpike.
The territory between Thomas Olive's location
westward along the Rankokus River to the mouth,
thence northeastwardly along the Delaware to the
town bounds of Burlington, which district compre
hended old Willingborough, was located by Richard
Fenimore, Isaac Mariott, Abraham Halin, William
Halin, William Pealees, and others, whose surveys
are so indefinite in their description that it would be
attended with difficulty to draught them together with
accuracy.
At the present writing none of the afore
said settlers have descendants within the neighbor
hood of the locations, or own the title thereto, except
ing the descendants of Richard Fenimore.
The location the longest in the name of the family

is that of John Harding, which at his death, by deed
executed by John Wills, his executor, was conveyed
to John Stokes, who came from London, England,
when a small boy, with his father, Thomas Stokes.
John Stokes married Elizabeth, the daughter of
Thomas Green, and had three children, Mary, John,
and Elizabeth. John the second married Mary, the
daughter of Jervis Stockdale, a preacher in the So

ciety of Friends, and who came to this country iu
company with William Penn and others.
John married Susanna Newton, and settled on a

farm in Haycock township, in Backs County, Pa.
Jervis married Elizabeth Rogers, David married
Ann Lancaster, Mary married Isaac Newton, Han
nah married Jacob Haines, Rachel married Joseph
Hackney, and Elizabeth married Robert French,
from which marriages most of the Stokes families in
America descend.
One hundred and fifty acres of the two hundred
and fifty acres of land located by Thomas Harding,

and conveyed as aforesaid to John Stokes, has been
handed down from father to son, with additional
purchases, which comprise most of the, locations of

William Evans and Robert Hudson to William
Stokes, Gen. George H. Stokes, Hillyard, Charles,
and Rowland Stokes, descendants and present owners.
In the record of the Monthly Meeting of Friends,

held in Burlington in 1681, the following minute is
is agreed that the meeting at An
Harding."
cocas be held at the house of Thomas

to be found:

"It

The old mansion-house on the Harding farm was
high and beautifully situated on the banks of the
Rancocas ; for several generations it was the home

stead of the Stokes family. The original house was
destroyed by fire in about 1800, and was replaced by
a frame structure, a part of whicii is now standing,
but the present brick building, which is on the site

of the original, was built by David Stokes, and re
built by his grandson, Israel Stokes. From its pleas
ant situation and attractive surroundings it has been
a popular summer resort, and bears the name of
"Stokingham."
William Franklin, the son of Dr. Benjamin Frank
lin, owned and resided on the central part of what
was Thomas French's location.
Then it was mostly
covered with wood. He made a park, and stocked it
with deer and other game. He was a proud aristo
crat, after the English type. He was the last Colo
nial Governor of New Jersey ; was appointed by the
crown of Great Britain in 1763.
At the time of the
Revolution he remained loyal to the mother-country,
and soon came in conflict with the new organization
of State matters then becoming instituted.
He was
arrested by order of the Revolutionary body then sit
ting at Burlington, but refusing to recognize them as
having any authority to question him, they banished
him in 1776 to one of the New England States, from
whence, he sailed to
England, and never returned.
He conveyed the title to his property, in Willing
borough to his son, Temple Franklin, who occu

pied it as a farmer.
At one time, after the property
went out of the Franklin family, it was owned by
Maberry McVeigh, who erected the brick building
now standing, and established a boarding-school
for
boys, which was celebrated at that time. Many of
the first men of the older generation were educated
there. It was known as the " Franklin Park Board
ing-School."
The place is still known as the

" Franklin Park,"

and is owned by Richard Buzby.
Thomas Olive, who located six hundred and thirty-
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six acres of land and built the mill as aforesaid, was
a man wise in council, energetic in business, and
distinguished in public life.
He came to America in
1677 as one of the London commissioners, as set forth
in the chain of title. He served the General Free
He discharged
Assembly as Governor and Speaker.
to the satisfaction of all concerned many public and
private trusts.
He was prominent in the location of
lands and the institution of public and private im

shall

provements.

ship of Willingborough ; this road crossed the Ran
Bridgeboro'
cocas River at
by means of a ferry similar
highway."
"
to that at the Queen's
Bridgeboro' Ferry. —
In the "Acts of the General
Assembly of the province of New Jersey from the

He was a preacher in the Society of
Friends, was temperate, plain, and unassuming.
Henry Armitt Brown, in his eloquent historical oration
at the Bi-Centennial Celebration of the city of Bur
lington in 1877, related the following interesting
" That when Thomas Olive acted in the.
anecdote :
quadruple character of Governor, preacher, farmer,
and miller, a customer asked, ' Well, Thomas, when

I

can my corn be ground ?' ' shall be at the Assembly
day,' replied
'
next third
the good man, and
shall
horse.' " This
it
for
behind
me
on
thee
bring
my
anecdote was told to distinguish between the honest
simplicity of pioneer days and the proud spirit of the

I

present era.

The title to the aforesaid major part of the loca

tions made by Thomas Olive in Willingborough after
wards became vested in Benjamin Reidgway, who
occupied it for many
; he distinguished himself

in township matters, and transacted many public and

private trusts.
His hospitable mansion on the Olive
location was an attractive resort, and whose pleasant
and waggish disposition contributed to the pleasure

of his many friends. In his more advanced life he
his estate in Willingborough and moved to
Mount Holly, where he departed this life in 1880.
From the mansion-house, which is situate on the
Olive location, there is a commanding view of the
beautiful farm which surrounds it ; it was purchased
and much improved by Oliver Parry in 1881, its present
"
Park."
occupant, and now bears the name of Olive
—
Thoroughfares
and pub
Pioneer Highways, Etc.
highways
united
attention
of the
claimed
the
first
lic
early settlers. The first road in the township, tradi
width,"
tion states, was the "Salem road, six rods in
sold

extending a northerly and southerly direction across
the township from Burlington to Salem ; it was laid
out under the government of Queen Anne, and was

" Queen's

;"

it crossed the Ran
highway
very primitive in their
cocas River by ferry-boats
The ferry was on the farm
model and construction.
of Seth Austin, who is said to have been the last
ferry-man at this place.
The old ferry-book is said
to be in existence wherein are recorded the receipts for
called the

ferriage, refreshments, and stimulants, which were
then an interesting feature at the ferry.
In the " Acts and Proceedings of the Legislature
of West New Jersey between the 25th of November,
1701,"
is to be found the
1681, and the 21st of May,
"
following act, passed in November, 1681 : Be it also

further enacted

by authority aforesaid that there

be a highway

surveyed and set forth between

Burlington and Salem, the same to be begun at or
before the first day of the second month next, and
that twenty men in the whole shall be appointed for
the said work, ten thereof from Burlington and ten

from Salem."

In 1747-48 there was a road established leading
from Burlington to Cooper's Ferry at Camden. This
road in 1857 was made the line in dividing the town

17th day of April, 1702, to the 14th day of January,
1776,"
is to be found the following :
"And Whereas in Jan 19th 1747-8,it was proposed before the house
of Assemblyby eachof the ownersof the land on RancocasCreek, at the
placethe said road will crossthe same,that they will makeand maintain
at their own charge and risk sufficient wharfs and causewaysfrom the
uplands down to the saidcreek,witb all other accommodationsfor a good
and completeferry ; thereforeBe it enactedby the authority aforesaid,
That John Buzby, owner of tbe land on the east side of said creek, and
James Sherrin, ownerof the land on the west sideof said creek,for them
their heirs and assigns,owners of the said lands, do provide eachof them
one or more good and sufficient Boats or Flats for the keeping a ferry
over the said RancocasRiver at the place aforesaid; and they and each
of them and eachof their heirs and assigns,owners of the said land,
are hereby authorized and empoweredto keep good and sufficient boats
and attendants for the transporting or carrying over of Passengers,
Horses, Carriages,and other tilings ; and they and each of them shall
forthwith after the Publication of this act provide due attendanceon
the same,and respectivelymaintain, and from time to time and at all
times keep in good repair sufficient and convenient causewaysof at
least fifteen feet wide upon the surfacefor passingto and from the Ferry
Boats from the landing place on either side,any Law, Usage or Custom
&c."
to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding,

The Old

Bridgeboro'

Bridge.— From the follow

ing return, subscribed to by the commissioners, dated
the 8th day of February, 1793, and recorded in Book
A of Roads, in the office of the county clerk at Mount
Holly, it would seem that the ferry existed from 1748
to the year 1793, when the toll-bridge was built, viz. :
" We, James Schurman,Archibald Mercer, andJohn Beatty,Esq.,Com
missioners,appointedby an act of the Legislature of this State,passedat
'
Trenton the 28thday of November,1792,entitled An Act to empowerthe
Governor of this Stateto incorporate a companyto build a Toll Bridge
River,'
to fix upon any place on RancocaBRiver, at the
over Rancocas

Ferry now kept for crossing said River, on the road leading from the
City of Burlington to Cooper'sFerries, or within two mil™ aboveor be
low such Ferries, mostsuitable and convenientfor the Public and least
injurious to the navigation of the said river for building a bridge acroBs
the same; having viewedthe s iid river near the aforesaidFerry, as well
description in the
as the Banks aud Landings most likely to answer the
said Act; it first appearing to us that fifty or more shares have been
subscribed pursuant to the directions of said Act. The Subscribers,
Commissionersaforesaid,do deemand adjudge a place on the north side
of said River, below the said Ferry now kept by Samuel Franklin.
Beginning at a post or Stake fixed on the Tide bank fifty-eight links
below a stone in said bank, being in a division line betweenthe lands
of William Kemble and the estate of Samuel Kemble, deceased,and 2
chains SOlinks below a cedar post on the lower sideof the causewayat
the said Ferry, and from said stake in a direct line acrossthe said river
to a Buttonwood tree, blazed on two sides,standingon the South sideof
said Bank, two chains and 44 Iks. from the lower side of the wharf, now
in the Tenure of John Taylor, to be a situation most suitable and con
venient for placing the Easternmost or upper side of said Bridge across
the said River, and most likely to answerthe Intentions of the act afore
said."
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New

Bridgeboro'

ceeded the ferry

Bridge. — This toll-bridge suc
the traveling

and accommodated

public until 1838, when Charles Stokes and Benjamin
Ridgway, of Willingborough, Benjamin H. Lippin
cott and Levi Borton, of Chester, and Thomas Han
cock, of Burlington, were appointed a commission by
the board of freeholders of the county of Burling
ton to build the present pier-bridge, which was con
structed at a cost of nineteen thousand five hundred
and thirty-seven dollars and fifty-nine cents. Most
of the work was done by piece contract. Evan Groom,
a stone-mason from Pennsylvania,
built the stone
piers; Thomas Baker and John H. Braddock did the
carpenter-work ; Capt. Thomas Deacon and Asa Aus
tin boated the stone ; John Matlock and William M.
did the smith-work, and Peter V. Coppuck
lettered the bridge and painted the emblem and
motto. This bridge at its completion was considered

Rogers

a wonderful

structure.

Woodpecker Lane Road.— There was another road
of early origin traversing the county from beyond
Mount Holly Mount over the route of the present
Woodpecker lane, thence on by Friends' meeting
house and graveyard and John Wills' mill, thence

through Willingborough over Harding's location by
a celebrated Indian spring and school-house near by
Thomas Olive's mill to Dunk's Ferry, where is now
the city of Beverly.
The ferry was established prior
to 1745.
It enjoyed the reputation of being the best
ferry on the Delaware River. On the Jersey side
the earliest owner was John Wills.
Afterwards it
long remained in the Fenimore family, and later in
the Vansciver name. The ferrying was done in rowboats open at one end, with a platform or door hung

with hinges,

so that when the wagons were taken on

or off this platform or door was let down to serve as
a plank from the gravel shore to the deck of the boat.
While crossing it would be fastened to prevent the
water from splashing into the boat when the river was
rough.

When the horse ferry-boats and steam ferry-boats
were introduced at Philadelphia, the accommoda
tions were so much better that Dunk's Ferry lost its
patronage and went down.
Stokes'
Landing Road.— The road from Stokes'
Landing along Franklin Park to where it enters the
Salem road was laid in about year 1800.
This closed
" Free lane," a short
up an old road called
distance
to the east.
The other roads of the township were laid from
time to time, as can be seen by referring to the
Books of Roads, in the office of the clerk of the county
of Burlington at Mount Holly.
Among the ancient and interesting institutions of
Willingborough are the Coopertown meeting-house
and graveyard.
For full and complete history of
Coopertown Meeting, see history of
Beverly town
ship in this work.

Centreton Bridge.— The building of the Centreton

bridge across the Rancocas, and openinga public road
to it along the township line in 1832, was the next work
of importance that interested the people of Willing
borough.

The board of chosen freeholders having been peti
by the inhabitants of both sides of the Ran
cocas River to build a bridge over said river at the
end of the line between the townships of Willing
borough and Westhampton, on May 12, 1830, they
appointed Abraham Merritt, Anderson Taylor, Jo
seph K. Hulme, Phineas S. Bunting, and James
tioned

Shreve to be a committee to examine into the pro
priety of building a bridge over the Rancocas River
below the forks of said river, and report to the next
meeting.

At a meeting of the board held in February, 1831,
the committee aforesaid made the following report :
" That your servants to the appointment met to view the ground on
the 4th day of June last, and notwithstanding the day proved very un
favorable,a great numberof the inhabitantsof the surrounding country
on both sidesof the river attendedwho were in favor of a bridge.
" The committeehaving viewedthe three different sites proposedand
heard the applicants in favor of each location, and having materially
consideredtbe subject,taken into view the highly improved stateof the
country through wbicli the said river passes from Mount Holly to the
old toll-bridge,a distanceof about nine miles,the iutercourse at present
existing between the inhabitants on eachside,notwithstanding its diffi
culties, are decidedly of opinion that the middle site, that on the line
between the townships of Northampton and Willingborough, will com
bine more public advantagesthan either of the others,and while they
are aware that the erection of the contemplatedbridge would be a con
siderableitem in tbe expendituresoi the county, they are also sensible
that its resourcesare daily increasing aud fully adequateto the under
taking. They therefore recommendthat commissionersbe appointedto
build a bridge acrossthe RancocasRiver on the line betweenthe town
ships of Willingborough and Northampton. All of which is respectfully
submitted."

The above report being read and considered, it

was

" Resolved,That the report of
the said committee be agreed to,and that
commissionersbe appointed to build said bridge, provided public roads
be establishedwithin two years from the preBent time to accommodate
said site for a bridge."

Charles Stokes, Benjamin H. Lippincott, Isaac
Fenimore, John Larzalere, and Jedediah Middleton
were thereupon appointed commissioners to build said
bridge.
Three of the commissioners, Charles Stokes,

Isaac Fenimore, and Benjamin H. Ridgway, met, on
the 9th, 18th, and 25th of the 1st month, 1831, to
transact preliminary business in connection with the
building'of the bridge, and at the last meeting on the
25th, owing

to the distant residences of the other
Charles
Stokes, the commissioner
living nearest, was directed to give his particular at
tention to the building of the bridge, and was vested
commissioners,

with authority to direct the enterprise, which he did,
superintended
the driving the piling himself.

and

Samuel Sailor did the carpenter-work
the mason-work ; George M. Kelly,

; Charles

John

Huff,

S. Haines,

Elias B. Cannone, John Hankiusons, and William
Rogers, the smith- work; Charles Johnson did the
painting.
The bridge was completed
eight thousand dollars.

in

1832,

at a cost of
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Dunk's Ferry Tract. — In 1752 the tract of land
known as Dunk's Ferry contained three hundred and
fifty acres. It was then owned by Joseph Fenimore.
Joseph Fenimore, by his will dated July 12, 1756,
devised the said tract to his eldest son, Joseph Feni

Joseph Fenimore, the devisee, died intestate,
eight children, viz..
Joseph, Abraham,
Sarah, Isaac, David, Samuel, Richard, and Daniel
Application was made to the Orphans'
Fenimore.

more.

leaving

Court for a division, and in the term of August, a.d.
1795, the division was approved, and a tract contain
ing seventy-five and one-half acres was allotted and
assigned to Joseph, Abraham, and Isaac Fenimore,
and Timothy Bishop and Sarah, his wife; and being
the same tract which William R. Vansciver became
seized by deed bearing date the 24th of March, A.D.
1846, duly executed by Charles Stokes, John W.
Fenimore, and Samuel Perkins, commissioners ap
pointed to divide the real estate of which William
Vansciver died seized. William R. Vansciver and
Elizabeth, his wife, by deed bearing date the 15th of
March, 1847, conveyed forty-nine acres, part of the
seventy-five and one-half acres, bounded on the east
by Dunk's Ferry lane, west by Samuel Perkins, north
by the Delaware River, south by the road leading
from Burlington to the Rancocas River, to John
Dainty, who immediately built a wharf upon the
present site of the steamboat landing, which im
provement seemed
borhood.

to revolutionize

the whole neigh

The steamboats stopping several times daily

at the wharf,

drew to them the farmers who were

thickly settled in the neighborhood, with vast quan
tities of produce, freight, and hundreds of passengers.
The place was visited by strangers, who became im
pressed with the beauty of the location.
The afore
said forty-nine acres was laid off for a town and
named Beverly, after the first name of Burlington.
Lots were rapidly disposed of, and thirty houses
erected the first year.

Richard W. Fenimore, who owned land adjacent
the village of Beverly in 1847, had it surveyed into
streets and building lots, and gave it the name of
Churchville, in honor of the large and imposing
Episcopal Church about to be erected. The two
places are now consolidated, and bear the name of
Beverly.

Dunk's Ferry Steamboat Company. — Public
spirit became general, there was an earnest effort
made in 1850 to establish a steam ferry upon the site
of the old Dunk's Ferry ; great interest was taken in
residing in the
the enterprise by the inhabitants
neighborhood of both Pennsylvania and New Jer
Acts were passed in 1851, both at Har
sey shores.

the "Beverly
risburg and Trenton, incorporating
Company."
By the
and Dunk's Ferry Steamboat
Trenton act William Pettit, John Packer, Joseph W.
Griffiths, William Soby, Leonard Soby, Caleb Per
kins, and Edmund Morris, were declared a body cor
porate

and

politic in fact and in law.

Books

for
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capital

stock were opened, and more than four hun
dred shares, at ten dollars per share, were soon taken ;
among the subscribers were the names of Caleb Per
kins, Thomas Hollowell, William Pettit, John Packer,
William H. Vansciver, Charles Stokes, Abraham Per
kins, William Stevenson, William C. Stokes, William
Soby, Richard White, Edmund Morris, Franklin
Rabey, Paul Jones, William Bryan, Charles Williams,
Samuel Perkins, Jr. The early proceedings of the
company promised success, but for some unknown
cause the enterprise was abandoned, and Beverly is
permitted to remain at this advanced age of public
improvements without a ferry.

Beverly and Mount Holly

Turnpike.— In

1851

men of Willingborough made ap
the public-spirited
plication to the Legislature of the State of New Jer
" Beverly and Mount Holly
sey to incorporate the
Turnpike or Plank-Road Company."
Accordingly,
on the 18th of March an act was passed to that effect,
and James Tuthill, Wesley Ballenger, William Pettit,
Caleb Perkins, Nathan Cobb, Abraham
Perkins,
Benjamin
Jarritt Stokes, Samuel N.
Ridgway,

Haines, J. L. N. Stratton, Moreton A. Stille, and
Edmund Morris were appointed commissioners toopen subscription books and receive subscriptions to
the capital stock. Stock was rapidly taken, and the
building of the road immediately proceeded with.
At the first meeting of the stockholders, held at Bev
erly, on June 5, 1851, Benjamin Ridgway, Nathan
Cobb, John L. N. Stratton', John Packer, R. Franklin
Raley, James Tuthill, and Jarrett Stokes were elected
directors.
The board organized by appointing Ben
jamin Ridgway president; Joseph W. Griffith, secre
tary ; and Dr. William Pettit, treasurer ; and Wil
liam Parry was employed to do the civil engineering.
The road was pushed to rapid completion *o Mount
Holly. The first mile from the Delaware River to
Bridge Street was originally handsomely graded,
and planked eight feet in width along the centre, and
graveled on both sides, making a wide and beautiful
The Beverly and Mount Holly turnpike
avenue.
continues to be one of the finely-improved and attrac
tive drives and thoroughfares in the county of Bur

lington.
The present board of directors are James
Mcllvaine, Budd Deacon, J. Barclay Hillyard, Rich
ard Buzby, Samuel J. Wills, and Charles Stokes ;
officers, James Mcllvaine, president ; and Budd Dea
con, secretary and treasurer.
In 1853 there was an effort made to have a bridge
built across the Rancocas River at Del Ranco.
With
this enterprise in view the Legislature of the State of
New Jersey, on the 23d of February, 1863, passed an
act incorporating the Beverly and Riverton Turnpike
The undertaking failed for
and Bridge Company.
want of support, and was abandoned.

Burlington and Willingborough Turnpike Com
pany. — On the 21st of March, 1855, the Legislature
incorporated
the Burlington and Willingborough
Turnpike Company, whose road extended from the
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city of Burlington on a line across the township of
Willingbrough to the pier bridge over the Rancocas
River. This turnpike was built and worked for sev
eral years, but owing to the distant location of good
gravel and for other expensive causes the turnpike
was abandoned and the charter given up.
Company.— On Feb. 26, 1855,
Centreton Turnpike
Legislature
of New Jersey passed a law entitled
the

" An Act

Company."

to Incorporate

the

Centreton

Turnpike

Marters,

In

Section 1 of said act appear the names of Ezra
Haines, Daniel Wills, John C. Broome, John Borton,
Joseph Hollingshead, George M. Kelley, Henry War

wick, Amos Cox, Charles Johnson, William H. Rog
ers, Elton Rogers, Samuel J. Wills, Abraham W.
Engle, Joseph Hilton, William Brown, Chalkley
Stokes, and Charles Stokes, individuals who were
prominently identified with the origin of said com
Charles Stokes served the company as presi
dent to the time of his death, the 27th of the 2d mo.,

pany.
1882.

Section 2 of said act further says the roadway ex
tends "along the road leading from Centreton through
the farm of Joseph Hollingshead and others, from a
stake in said road in the village of Centreton, to its

junction with the Mount Holly and Moorestown turn
pike, and also along the road from its junction with
the Centreton and Moorestown road aforesaid, in the
said village of Centreton, to where it crosses the

Mount Holly and Moorestown turnpike aforesaid at
Points,"
which description sets forth the juris
Five
diction of the original charter of the company.
Qn March 5, 1857, the Legislature aforesaid passed
" A Supplement to the Act entitled An
a law entitled
Company."
Act to Incorporate the Centreton Turnpike
supplement
reads
as
IKof
said
follows, viz. :
Section
" The directors of the Centreton Turnpike Company
shall have power to build a turnpike road along the
road leading from the Mount Holly and Beverly turn
pike road in the village of Rancocas to a stake in said
road five feet north of the j abutment of Centreton
bridge,"
which is now the township line between
Willingborough and Westhampton townships, under
the same rights and privileges set forth in the original
charter.

William

rapid completion.
It was well made, has always been
well kept, and from the improved and beautified con
dition of the country through which it passes, teem
ing with fruitful fields and handsome residences,
attractive out-buildings and beautiful lawns, it is the
most popular drive in the county.
Prominent Families of Willingborough Town
ship. —Among the prominent families in the lower
end of old Willingborough in 1858 were the Perkinses,

Parry did

the

company built the road
has been splendidly kept,
tion it contributes much
lington County.
Albert

in

civil engineering.
a finished

manner.

The

It

and from its central loca
to the attractions of Bur

and Richard Hansel], of
Willingborough, are prominently identified with the
company and its successful management.

Burlington and Beverly Turnpike Company.—
On the 16th of March, 1858, the Legislature passed an
"
act incorporating the Burlington and Beverly Turn
Company,"
pike
the road-bed running in a course
parallel with and near the Delaware River from a
point in the Burlington and Willington turnpike to
This turnpike was pushed to
the city of Beverly.

Fenimores, Vanscivers, Heislers, Joneses,
Weigands, and Adamses.
They distinguished them
selves as good citizens and successful farmers, and
contributed most to the improved condition of the

agricultural section of the river end of the township.
The Perkinses trace their ancestry to William Per
kins, who sailed for America with the first commis
" Kent,"
sioners in the ship
Gregory Marlow, master,
in 1677. Smith, the early historian, in speaking of
him says, " Perkins was early in life convinced of the
principles of Friends, called Quakers, and lived well
in Leicestershire, but seeing an account of the country
wrote by Richard Hartshorne, and forming views of
advantage to his family, tho' in his 52nd year, he,
-with his wife, four children, and some seryants, em
barked in the ship.
Among the latter was a one
Marshall, a carpenter, particularly servicible in fitting
up habitations for the new-comers."
William, the
head of the family, died on shipboard ; Mary, his
widow, located five hundred acres of land adjoining
Cripps'
John
and R. Fenimore's surveys at Mount
Holly. Here tradition says the children grew to ma
turity, and afterwards settled in old Willingborough
township, with which section they have been identi
fied from its earliest history, having distinguished
themselves in most of the active and honorable walks
of business life.
Jacob Perkins, a direct descendant of William, and
of the fourth generation, distinguished himself as an
officer in the Revolutionary war, or war of the colo
nies, in the service of West New Jersey. He bore
the rank of major.
His name is prominent in the
historical records entitled " The New Jersey Officers
in the American Revolution," and " Minutes of the
Council of Safety of New Jersey in 1777."
Abraham Perkins, a direct descendant of Maj. Per
kins, distinguished himself in public life. He was an
intelligent and popular man, and enjoyed the reputa

tion of being a sure candidate for election.
He was a
Jeffersonian-Jackson Democrat in principle, and was
never known to suffer a defeat at the polls.
He was
elected the first mayor of the city of Beverly.
He
was elected city treasurer for nine successive years.

He served his county for four years in the board of
freeholders, and represented his district in the Legis
lature of the State during the sessions of 1870 and
1871.
He married Ann Vansciver, and had seven
children, namely, Dr. Jacob, Henry, William, Martha,
Sarah, and Harriet. Dr. Jacob Perkins resides in the
city of Beverly ; when a young man he distinguished
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education.

The lot of

use for school purposes;

therefore the

himself in the war of the Rebellion. He entered the
United States service as first lieutenant in Company
G, Twenty-third New Jersey Regiment, from which

expenses of their children's

he was promoted and made the adjutant of
the regiment.
On his return from the war he com
menced the practice of dentistry in Philadelphia, and

jointly build

position

is now prominent

in the profession and is a valuable
useful man in his home neighborhood.
He
married Margaret
Brown, and has six children,

and

Jacob Louis, A. Rittner, J. Ridgway,
Naphy, Margaret Harriet, and Julia, who married

namely,

Hillyard

Stokes.

itself was of no

proposed to the township

to

a house to be used and maintained

as

educational authorities

common property, the township to use it for govern
mental purposes, and the public for educational,
which custom has been harmoniously observed to
the present day.

In this rickety old school-house did our forefathers
meet from the early settlement of the township to
discharge their official duties as good citizens.
In
looking back since 1808 for the names of those who

The Fenimores have been a prominent family in have served the township as officers, we see that Ben
jamin E. Ridgway served the township as clerk from
old Willingborough. The name of John W. Feni
1808 to 1817 ; Joseph White, during 1818 ; Charles
more, deceased, is prominent in the history of the
Stokes, from 1819 to 1843 ; Daniel Buzby, from 1844
township, county, and State. He was active in the
official proceedings of the township, was high sheriff to 1847 ; Joshua R. Moore, from 1848 to 1851 ; Jacob
A. Vansciver, from 1852 to 1853; John P. McEIroy,
and judge of the Court of Common Pleas of the
during 1854; Daniel Buzby, from 1855 to 1857; and
county, which last position he occupied at the time
of his death. He was elected three times to the State John P. McEIroy, during 1858.
He
From the early records of the township, it appears
Legislature, which body he served as. Speaker.
did much other public business ; was intrusted with that previous to 1852 the township elected annually
two freeholders.
the settlement of many estates, and always enjoyed
In 1809, '10, '11, '12, and '13, Robert Lucas and
His son,
the confidence of the business public.
Isaac Perkins were elected ; in 1814, '15, '16, '17, and
Charles R. Fenimore, succeeds him as a valuable and
E. Ridgway and Isaac Perkins were
'18, Benjamin
useful man in the neighborhood.
elected ; in 1819, Benjamin E. Ridgway and Joseph
The Adamses have been identified with the town
Watson ; in 1820, Benjamin E. Ridgway and Israel
ship from a very early date ; they are the descendants
London
iu
in 1821, '22, and 23, Benjamin E. Ridgway
from
the
Stokes;
sailed
who
ship
of John Adams,
" Griffin," in 1675, in company with John Fenwick and Isaac Perkins ; in 1824, Benjamin E. Ridgway and
Adams being
Richard Fenimore ; in 1825, Benjamin E. Ridgway
and others, and first settled at Salem.
of
Fenwick
's
Paul Wilmerton ; in 1826, Isaac Perkins and
married
one
and
afterwards
a young man
Israel Stokes ; in 1827 and '28, Amos Buzby and
daughters, from which union descend the Adamses
Charles Stokes ; in 1829 and '30, John W. Fenimore
of New Jersey.
The descendants of Charles Marter, whose name and Charles Stokes ; in 1831, '32, and '33, Benjamin
Ridgway and Charles Stokes ; in 1844, Charles Stokes
stands prominent in the past, are fine men, both
They are good farmers, and John W. Fenimore; in 1845, John Borton, Jr.,
mentally and physically.
and John W. Fenimore; in 1846, John W. Feni
attended well to business, and have been successful.
more and Isaac P. Fenimore; in 1847, John E.
They are among the prominent families of the pres
They own much of the Brown and Isaac P. Fenimore ; in 1848 and '49, Jer
ent township of Beverly.
vis S. Smith and Isaac P. Fenimore ; in 1850, Isaac
land, and occupy highly improved farms. E. Budd
P. Fenimore and Robert W. Haines ; in 1851, Ben
Marter and Edward Marter both have distinguished
jamin Buzby and Isaac P. Fenimore; in 1852, Rich
themselves in public life.
Heisler
were
the
ard F. Wilmerton; in 1853 and '54, Paul Jones; in
Marcus
George, John, Peter, and
present
John Packer ; in ,1856, Samuel C. Deacon ; in
in
and
families
Heisler
Beverly
1855,
of
the
heads
.Willingborough. Their descendants are among the 1857 and '58, Isaac P. Fenimore.
The
About this time occurred the most important
industrious and good citizens of the township.
Willingborough
change
remarkable
in the history of Willingborough township.
not
are
of
old families
only for their industry and stability, but also for Prior to the building of the towns on the Delaware
River, the township was almost entirely peopled with
With few exceptions,
their physical development.
agriculturists.
physical men.
In 1858 Philadelphians and other
specimens
of
all are noble
Organization.— The seat of government of strangers formed a majority of the inhabitants, and
Civil
Willingborough was held in a very manifested a disposition to control township matters
the township of
their desires and conveniences. The old
ancient structure, an old school-house standing a agreeably to
present Town
inhabitants of the township were compelled to sub
of
the
northeast
the
to
distance
short
indignities as well as injustice. The polls were
Hall, upon the same lot, one rood of land, which mit to
public
conveyed
within the limits of the city of Beverly, and
for
school
removed
the
to
says
was
tradition
period before the institution of the plain and unostentatious citizens who had lived
early
an
at
purposes,
public schools, when parents individually bore the in the township all their lives and their fathers be33
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fore them were challenged on presenting their ballots
at the polls by upstarts, as they called them, who had
lived in the township but a year or two. The inhab
who represented nearly half of the
taxable property of the township, in their recent
charter had themselves exempted from taxation for
itants of Beverly,

the repairs, etc., of roads outside of their city limits,
thus throwing the burden of township expenses upon
the farmers, and at the same time divesting them of
authority in town-meeting.
Statistics of the Township to 1858.— In 1808 the
number of votes cast was 93; in 1812 the number of
votes was 96 ; in 1832, 121 votes ; in 1852, 314, and
in 1858 the number was 403, which shows the rapid

increase
1832.

since the emigration, which began about
1858 the value of taxable property in Bev

In

The value of all the taxable
erly City was $475,630.
property of the township outside of the city of Bev
erly was $586,332, which figures show the cause of
on the part of the old residents.
Division of the Township. — A desire soon began
to manifest itself among them for a separation, and
at a public meeting of the inhabitants of Willing
borough, held at the town-house on the 2d day of 2d
ino., A.D. 1858, pursuant to public notice, Benjamin
dissatisfaction

Ridgway was called to the chair, and Jarrett Stokes
appointed secretary.
The call for the meeting was read, and remarks
were made, and the following resolutions
were drawn and introduced by Jarrett Stokes. They

thereon

were read, deliberated upon, and adopted, as follows :
" Resolved,That the Inhabitants of the Township of Willingborough
have becometon numerousto transact the township business in their
corporate capacityat their Annual and other Town Meetings with con
venienceand goodorder, and with proper regard to the interests of the
Township.
" Resolved,That it would be for the advantageof all concernedthat
Willingborough be divided into two townships,and that the lines of the
City of Beverly would make a suitable division.
" Resolved,That Paul Jones, Charts Stokes,Joshua R. Moore, Benja
min Ridgway, and Andrew Mandersbn be a committee to have charge
of the -subject,and take all proper measuresthat an Act be passedby
the Legislature of this Statefor a division of the Township by the lines
of the City of Beverly aforesaid."

a

The committee appointed to the service draughted
bill, took it to Trenton, and had it properly pre

A vigorous opposition to
sented to the Legislature.
John
the bill visited Trenton to preVent its passage.
was the principal opponent; he served his
constituency faithfully, he labored hard for the with
drawal of the bill. Charles Stokes, Benjamin Ridg
way, William Stokes, Charles Peart, and A. H. Nich

L. Linton

ols were the active advocates. The bill after its first
The
reading was referred to the proper committee.
opponents and advocates of the bill were heard. The
committee fixed the line of division in the middle of
Bridgeboro'
the Burlington and
turnpike, and re
ported it back favorably to the House.
The bill was
placed upon the clerk's table, with many others, to
be taken up in its regular order.
the bill mysteriously disappeared.

In

It

the mean time
was represented

either lost or stolen ; the opposition also disappeared.
The advocates at first considered their position more
Charles
embarrassing than it afterwards resulted.

Stokes, who had a copy of the original bill at his
home, quietly dispatched a messenger after it. But a
short period elapsed before a true copy of the bill was
again upon the clerk's table, with no one present to
oppose it. It passed both houses the same day, March
1, 1859, was placed in the Governor's hands for his
signature in the evening.

A

copy of the act, viz. :

"An Act to dividethetownshipof Witlingborough,in thecountyof Burling

ton,into twotownships.
" Whereas, The inhabitants of the township of Willingborough, in
the county of Burlington, have becomeso numerous that it is imprac
ticable for them to meet and transact the township business at their
annual and other town-meetings with convenience and good order in
one assembly; for remedy whereof,
" 1. Be it enactedby theSenateand General Assembly theState New
of
of
Jersey, That the township of Willingborough, in the county of Burling
townships
in the
ton, shall be and the sameis hereby divided into two
following manner, that is to say, all that part of the said township south
Burlington
Bridgeborough
turnpike
of the southerly line of the
and
road
shall constitute and be known as the township of Willingborough; all
that part lying north of the southerly side of said turnpike road shall
constituteand be known as the township of Beverly.
" 2. And beit enacted,That the inhabitants of the township of Willing

borough are a body politic and corporate in law, and shall be styled and
known by the name of the inhabitants of the township of Willingbor
Burlington,'
and shall be entitled to all rights,
ough, in the county of
authority, privileges and advantages,and subject to the same regula
tions, government,and liabilities as the inhabitants of the other town
ships in the said county of Burlington are or may be entitled or sub
jected to by existing laws of this State.
" 3. And beit enacted,That the inhabitants of the township of Beverly
are constituteda body politic and corporate in law, and shall be styled
and known by the name of ' the inhabitants of the township of Beverly,
Burlington,'
in tbe county of
and shall be entitled to all rights, powers,
authority, privileges and advantages,and subject to the same regula
tions, government,and liabilities as the inhabitants of the other town
ships in said county of Burlington are or may be entitled or subjected
to by existing laws of this State.
" 4. And beit
That the inhabitants of tbe township of Willing
enacted.
borough should hold their next annual town-meetingat the town-house
in the said township on the second Third day of Third month (March)
next.
" 5. And be U enacted,That the inhabitants of the
township of Beverly
shall hold their first town-meeting at the town hall iu the city of Bev
erly, in the said township, on the second Third day in the Third month
(March) next.
"6. And beit enacted,That the town committee of the townships or
Willingborough and Beverly shall meet on the Secondday (Monday)
next after the annual town-meeting,in the said townships of Willing
borough and Beverly, at the town-house,in the township of Willingbor
ough aforesaid,at ten o'clock in the forenoon, and then and there procoed by writing, signed by a majority of thosepresent, to allot and di
vide betweenthe said townships all properties and moneys on hand or
due in proportion to the taxable property and ratables as taxed by theassessorswithin their respective limits at the last assessment,and the
inhabitants of the township of Willingborough and the inhabitants of
the township of Beverly shall be liable and required to pay their just
proportion of the debts,respectively, if any there be, and if any of the
personscomprising either of the township committeesshould neglector
refuse to meet as aforesaid,those assembled may proceed to make the
samedivision, and the division of a majority of those present shall befinal and conclusive."
Approved March 1, 1859.

According to the fourth and fifth sections of the
above act, the two townships elected three respective
In compliance with the sixth
township committees.

section of the aforesaid act, the two township com
mittees met in joint session at the town-house, in the
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ships being satisfactorily concluded, quiet again
ex
isted in the township of Willingborough, and town
ship matters assumed their regular course.
CLERKS.
1871-72.Evan Buzby.
1873-74.Lewis C. Wylie.
1875-76.R. Corson Ely.

1869-70.Newton A. Perkins.
1871-73.Joseph E. Bishop.
1874.Edward R. Vansciver.
1875-82.Joseph E. Bishop.

1875-82.JoBeph Wills.
•

The names of individuals who have been prominent
in the business affairs, of the township, and who have
served in the township committee, are Charles Stokes,
James S. Hansell, Jarret Stokes, Joseph Rogers, Wil
liam Stokes, Caleb A. Vansciver, Israel L. Stokes,
George Wolf, Samuel E. Stokes, Timothy M. Bishop,
and Charles Stokes, Jr., James L. Kemble, Isaac F.
Bishop, and Howard Wills.

it,

and desolation

county of Burlington. In 1861, Company
of the
Tenth New Jersey Regiment, in command of Col.
William Bryan, of Beverly, led to the field several of
Willingborough's young men, among whom were

Rodman, Benjamin Rodman, William Al
loways, Joseph Hunt, Thomas Bullock, and Charles
Wells. Theodore Rodman, Joseph Hunt, and Charles
Wells were captives in the notorious Andersonville

Charles Wells died there of starvation.
Also among the first to volun'.eer in their country's
service from Willingborough were Richard R. Lip

pincott, Amos, Milton, and George Hansell (brothers),
John M. Wells, Reding Rogers, all of whom served
throughout the war, were in most of the severe en
gagements, distinguished themselves as good soldiers,
and, with the exception of Reding Rogers, escaped

a

a

a

following

were passed :

" Resolved,*That the township committeeof the township of Willing
borough be authorized to join with the Trustees of the Town-house
repair the Town-house, as may seem
School to build a new or alter and
bestin their judgment.

a

it a

the town-meet

1860, the

of Willingborough, young man of twenty-one years,
of wealth, intelligence, position, and promise, joined
the army, contrary to the appeals of an indulgent
father and an affectionate mother.
He offered his
services in defense of the Union in the capacity of
captain of
company of volunteers.
As soon as
was known that he was enlisting
company the young
men of the neighborhood of Willingborough, Beverly
a

At

prison

643
of the war.
750
Richard R. Lippincott while in the army composed
690
743
poem " On the Shores of Tennessee," which during
the
155
166
patriotic song.
the war had
national popularity as
182
8727.50
Again, in the summer of 1862, in response to call
4198.95
3252.79 of the President for volunteers, Joseph R. Ridgway

The first special thing to claim the attention of the

resolutions

1861,

death, and received honorable discharges at the close

POPULATION.
Population of Willingborough in 1860
" 1870
"
"
V
" 1876
"
"
"
" 1880
"
"
"
Number of polls of Willingborough, 1864
"
"
«
1876
"
"
"
1880
polls
duplicate
1860,including
for
tax,
Amount of
"
"
"
»
«
1870,
"
"
"
»
"
1880,

township was the old town-house.

of Fort Sumter on the 12th of April,
the loyalty and patriotism of the No.rth was
stirred to fever-heat. Young men and old men flocked
to the proper offices and enrolled their names as vol
bombardment

Theodore

FREEHOLDERS.

ing held the 13th day of 3d mo.,

Willingborough in the War of 1861-65— When
the Rebellion was openly avowed, ordinances of se
cession declared by the Southern States, and after the

C

1870-71.William Rogers.
1872.B. Frank Bishop.
1873-75.William W. Scattergood.
1876-82.Joseph Lundy.

|
|

and Henry Haines

Willingborough township joined in the patriotic
excitement; in proportion to her population she en
rolled as many volunteers as any township in the

COLLECTORS.

1859-62.Benjamin Ridgway.
1864-66.Jacob A. Vansciver.

Peter Keen did the carpenter-work,
the mason-work.

grave, and sent gloom, melancholy,
throughout the nation's homes.

ASSESSORS.

1859-60.Daniel Buzby.
1861-63.William N. Stockton
1864-66.Joseph Lundy.
1867-69.Benjamin F. Bishop.

when Jarrett Stokes, Peter Keen, and Israel L. Stokes,
the township committee, moved in the matter and
erected the present brick building, at
cost to the
township of nine hundred and ninety-five dollars.

unteers in the United States service. They werestrangers to the horrors of war and the terrible reality
of battle, that piled hundreds of volunteers into one

1877-82.Charles Stokes,Jr.

1859-60.Joseph Wills.
1861-63.William Rupel.
1864-66.Lewis Fish.
1867-68.Charles H. Wills.

upon the
Town-Hoiise. — Civil war breaking
the building
country and heavy taxation attending
of
new town-house was lost sight of until 1866,

a

TOWNSHIP
1859.Silas Warner.
1860-63.Samuel W. Buzby.
1864-66.William W. Scattergood.
1867-69. Isaac H. Bishop.
1870.Richard R. Lippincott.

" Resolved,That the expensesof Building or Repairing shall be borne
part by said Township, and part by said school,each to payone-half the
expense,and that the Township Committeebe authorized to order a suf
expense."
ficient amount of moneyto be raised to pay their part of the

a

Present,

;

1849.

a

of Willingborough, on the 14th of March,
Charles Stokes, James S. Hansell,
and Richard Lundy, on behalf of Willingborough,
and John W. Fenimore and Charles Marter, on be
half of Beverly.
John W. Fenimore was chosen
chairman, and Silas Warner and John S. Mcllroy
clerks.
In the apportionment of the assets and lia
bilities of the original township, thirty per cent, was
apportioned to Willingborough, and seventy per cent.
to Beverly.
The old records belonging to the town
ship were placed in John W. Fenimore's custody,
with directions to deposit them in the county clerk's
office at Mount Holly, to be kept there as common
property, that all might have free access to them.
All business of joint character between the town
township
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and Cinnaminson

were anxious to be his subordinates,
and within a few days his company was made up of
Capt. Ridgway
the brave men of the townships.

Company G, of the Twenty-third New
He evinced remarkable ability
Jersey Volunteers.
as a leader and was brave to a fault, and received a
rebel bullet while leading a desperate charge at the
commanded

battle of Fredericksburg, on the 13th of December,
His remains were embalmed ; his funeral was
1862.
from his home, and was attended by a great number

of his friends and admirers.
He was buried in
His loss was
the Friends' gfaveyard at Rancocas.
mourned by the men under his command, and his
courage and fame lives fresh in the memory of his
comrades.

Upon the organization

of their fraternal

organization, the Grand Army of the Republic, the
post stationed at Beverly was named in his honor and
memory.

By 1864 the country became almost drained of vol
unteers. The heavy losses upon the fields of battle
kept the President making calls for recruits to the
amount of three hundred thousand at a time. Vol
unteers being slow to respond, the inhabitants of
Willingborough became much alarmed at the pros
pect of a draft to procure men to fill up the quota of
the township. To decide on what to do, a special
meeting of the inhabitants of the township was called
at the town-house, and a committee was appointed
to devise means by which money could be raised to
procure substitutes.
Jarrett Stokes, one of the com
" An Act to
mittee appointed, drafted a bill, entitled
authorize the inhabitants of Willingborough, in the
county of Burlington, to raise money by taxation to
volunteers,"
took it to Trenton, and
pay bounties to
on March 16, 1864, it became a law.
Under its provision, by the report of the township
committee to a special town-meeting, bearing date
14th day of February, 1865, the tax duplicate of the
township for 1864 amounted to $7570.72, when at
no previous time had it been more than $2122.66.
The tax-payers agreed to suffer this heavy taxation
rather than endanger their lives and liberty.
By the same report it appears that Wallace

Lip

pincott, of Delran township, was employed as an agent
to procure volunteers for the township wherever
In the same report the same
they could be bought.
items appear : 5th mo. 9th, to cash paid for two re
cruits, $383.43.
The demand of the general government upon this
township for thirteen recruits for the army of the
United States, to be furnished before the 15th inst.,
and if the township failed to furnish them, that a
draft would be made from among the inhabitants,
stimulated all, women as well as men, to immediate
action, — women fearing their husbands and sons
would be forced into the war and their lives hazarded
upon the field of battle.

At a meeting of the township committee, held on
the 23d of the same month, township bonds were

given

to the amount of eight thousand dollars to
raise money to fill the quota of men. One thousand
dollars was borrowed from Mary N. Adams, and seven
thousand dollars from Granville Stokes.
The report of the management of the township com
mittee, as represented in the report for the preceding

year, was unanimously approved.
In the township
committee's report at the annual town-meeting, held
March 14, 1865, the following item of expenditure
" To cash paid for ten additional re
appears, viz. .
cruits to complete the quota of thirteen
the last call of the President, $7022.50."

men under

The township by pursuing the foregoing course
always avoided a draft, and protected its male citi
zens from the then rigorous demands of the national
laws.

Educational, — On the 10th of April, 1865, when
Lee's surrender was announced, joy burst forth
throughout the land; the direct dangers and demands
of war were at au end, and township authorities
began to direct their attention and proceedings to in
ternal subjects.
The first prominent subject to claim
their attention was that of public instruction.
By
1867 a revolution in school matters had become insti
tuted.
On the 21st of March, 1867, a bill passed the
Legislature of the State of New Jersey, entitled " An
Act to establish a system of public instruction."
The act was repugnant and arbitrary in the minds
of many of the old citizens throughout the State ; they
believed it to be usurpation on the part of the Legis
lature, and at variance with the Constitution of the
State.
On the 22d day of April, 1867, a special town-meet
ing of the inhabitants of the township of Willingbor
ough was called at the town-house for the purpose
of
de«iding on the proper course for the township to pur
sue in regard to the aforesaid act.
Among other things it was unanimously
agreed
that this act imposed new and untried responsibilities
upon the township, and to a great
extent takes the
education of children from under the control of
parents and guardians, and places it in
the hands of a
State Board of Education.
So repulsive was this idea
to those present that after a sober consideration of
every feature of the act, the following resolutions were
unanimously adopted :
" Resolved,That the education
of our children is a sacredtrust, not to
be wrested from tlieir parents consistently with a republican
form of
government.
" Resolved,That
all moneys from time to time appropriatedto
consti
tute a Statefund for educational purposes by the
Constitution of this
State has been wisely withheld from legislative
control, further than
to direct the income thereof for the equal benefit
of all people of the
State.
"Resolved,That a portion of the surplus revenue
belonging to the
county of Burlington by virtue of a contract
entered into in the year
1837,by which the county assumedobligations
to the State to repay it
upon certain conditions in said
contract named,and upon no other con
ditions than so named can the State exercise
control over
either for
school or any other purposes.
" Resolved,
That the practice of the board of freeholders of
this county
of distributing the income of this fund among
the townships, to be din'it
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posed of as the inhabitants in town-meeting assembledmay direct, is
"Resolved,That the trusteesof any school within this or an adjacent
wise and judicious, in accordancewith law, and should be continued.
township where there are uo trustees,the principal who will make out
" Resolved,That all funds
raised by taxation or otherwise for school and certify a list of the namesof scholars betweenthe agesof five and
purposes belong equally to the whole people,and laws that would re
eighteen years,residentsof this township, and the number of days each
quire parents to surrender their children into the hands of strangers to I one has attendedsaid school, together with the nameof the employers,
be educatedin a manner not approved by them, and make this a condi- [ parents,or guardians, and furnish the sameto the township committee
tion upon which they can be benefited by such fund, but that Buch j on or before the first days of the Sixth, Ninth, Twelfth, and Third
funds be for the benefit of only such as will thus surrender their chil
months respectively.
"It shall be the duty of the township committeeto draw orders on
dren, is in every sense of the word unjust, and a system of education
basedupon principles of injustice must be charged with detriment to
the treasurer of this township in favor of the trustees or principal of
the morality of such as receive it, and a foundation laid for a class of
citizens with very imperfect notions of the rights of property, and taught
to believethat the hard earnings of others may with impunity be taken
to maintain them and their children in idleness.
" Resolved,That the act to establish a system of public instruction
passedat the late sessionof our Legislature doesnot meet with the ap
proval of this meeting in many of its provisions, and, rather than vol
untarily place ourselves under its requirements, we cheerfully forego
our just claim to a share of the sixty thousand dollars authorized to be
taken from the State Treasury.
" Resolved,That the two hundred dollars directed to he raised for

such school for such sums as shall pay five cents for each day that all
scholars on such lists have attended such school within the three
months immediately preceding each quarter-day; and on the presenta
tion of such order, and not otherwise, the treasurer is directed to pay
the same.
"Resolved, That the assessorof this township take a list of all the
children of the township between the ages aforesaid,with the names
of parents or guardians, and furnish the same to the collector, to be
usedby him to obtain this township's shareof the public moneysafore
said, and until such list be madethe one last taken be usedfor this pur
pose."

school purposesat our last town-meeting,and two hundred dollars ad
ditional, be appropriatedout of the township funds, aud, together with
The system of free schools instituted by the fore
our shareof the income of the State school fund and surplus revenue,
going resolutions gave unusual satisfaction, and was
be divided,as heretofore,among our schools,for the equal benefit of all
approved by the tax-payers because the schools got
of the peopleof the township.
"Resolved,In order that the guarantee in the Constitution of State the full benefit of all moneys appropriated by patrons,
may be maintainedwhich was intended to secure us the inalienable
because they insured good schools, as only those that
right to acquire and possessproperty, and that no sanction be given to
were well managed could expect patronage and sup
the immorality of taking one man's for the benefit of another without
his consent,the net abovereferred to should be repealed,or so modified port, and by the people generally because they were
as to recognize the just rights of all the citizens of the State.
" Resolved,That the collector of the township be directed to hold such free from sectarian interference.
These township school laws worked admirably, and
moneys as are raised by tax for school purposes in this township, the j
incomeof the surplus revenue,and this township's share of the forty
are now referred to as the most just, practical, and
thousanddollars appropriated from the State school fund for the pur
effective that have yet been enacted by any tribunal.
poseof school education,aud for the equal benefit of the children in the
But this system of free schools died a premature
township betweenthe ages of five and eighteenyears.
" Resolved,That the aforesaid sums,and such other moneys as may
death, as there was a law soon enacted by the Legis
be under the control of the township for educational purposes, be
equally appropriated for the benefit of all the children of the township,
in the ratio of the numher of days they attend school, provided no one
shall receivemore than sufficient to pay his or her school-bill.
"Resolved,That John Stokely, Isaac F. Bishop, and James L. Kemble
be a committeeto ascertain the number of children betweenthe ages of
five and eighteenyears that patronize eachof the schoolsin which the
children of the township are taught; and that they meet at the town
hall, at such time as the collector may appoint, to assist him in the
equalappropriation aforesaid; and that each of the said committee re
ceiveone dollar per day for such time as may be necessarilyemployed
in the service aforesaid.
"Resolved, That when the said appropriation be agreed upon, the col
lector be directed to pay the same to the order of the trustees represent
ing the schoolsin which the children of Willingborough are taught, or
such other personsas may be duly authorized to receive it.
" Resolved,That if any difficulty shall arise in regard to the distribu
tion of the moneys as aforesaid or otherwise, that the township com
mitteebe applied to, whosejudgment in writing shall be final.
"Resolved, That the township committee settle with the collector,
and make full report of the whole proceedings to the annual townmeeting.
" Resolved,That the foregoing proceedings be offered to the Mount
publication.11
Holly papers fur

The above resolutions controlled the educational
subject in the township until 1869, when on March
9th, in annual town-meeting of the inhabitants, the
following resolutions were subscribed by them:
" Resolved,That a fund for the free schooling of the children of this
eighteen years be provided by
township between the ages of five and
surplus revenue,the State appro
adding to this township's share of the
priation, and State school fund such amount raised by taxation as will
be sufficient to pay five centsfor eachday that any such scholar between
adjacent town
the ages aforesaid may attend any school within this or

ships.

lature discarding all schools which would not comply
with the general school law in all particulars. In the
natural course of events the inhabitants finally sub
mitted, and the public school districts Nos. 31 and
Neither of the districts is con
32 became instituted.
District
fined to the township of Willingborough.
No. 31 was fixed by an act of the Legislature, ap
proved Sept. 27, 1777, and are as follows, viz. :
School District No. 31. — Beginning at a point
Bridgeboro'
road where it crosses
in the Burlington and
the township line, and running thence southeastwardly along said line to the Coopertown road; thence
eastwardly along said road to the Salem road, in
cluding James Asay ; thence southwardly in a straight

line to the Willingborough township line just west of
Bridge's house ; thence westwardly along
said line to the point at which Mill Creek diverges
from said line ; thence southwestwardly in a straight
line to a point in the Mount Holly and Beverly turn
pike, northwest of Franklin Park ; thence along the
said line southwestwardly to the northwest corner of
J. Buzby's land ; thence along Buzby's west line

Thomas

southwestwardly to the Rancocas River ; thence down
said river to its intersection Tom Sharpe's east line;
thence along said line between Sharpe's and Hammel

to its intersection with the old Mill Creek road;
thence went along said road to the Burlington and
Bridgeboro'
road ; thence along said road to the place
of beginning.
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School District No. 32 is as follows, viz. : Be
ginning at a point in Mill Creek where the townships
of Burlington, Westampton, and Willinghorough ad
join, and running thence westwardly along said creek
to the point at which it diverges from the township
line ; thence southwardly to the Mount Holly and
Beverly turnpike, to a point just west of Franklin
Park, including it; thence along the said road southeastwardly to the northeast corner of J. Buzby's land ;
thence along Buzby's west line southwestwardly to
the Rancocas River ; thence eastwardly up the river
to Garrish's Landing ; thence northwardly to the in
tersection of the Beverly turnpike and Woodpecker
lane ; thence northwardly in a straight line, including
J. E. Deacon's and J. B. Hillyard, to Mill Creek ;
thence westwardly along said creek to the place of
beginning.

Albert Hansell, district clerk. The number of school
children in the district is eighty-six.
The present officers of school district No. 32 are
Mordecai S. Haines, Alexander Thompson, and Wil
liam R. Wills, trustees, and Alexander Thompson
district clerk.
Under the general school law the township col
lector has the charge of disbursing the school finances
to the schools that are situated in his township, which
identifies the school district with the township.
Two
school-houses are situated in Willingborough.
The building of the large two-story brick public
school building of district No. 32 is described in the
sketch of Rancocas village.
Charleston and Beverly Turnpike. — In 1868 an
effort was made, principally by the inhabitants of the
lower end of the township of Willingborough, to carry
into effect the long-standing concern to turnpike the
road leading from the village of Charleston to the
A bill was drawn and taken to Tren
city of Beverly.

The Legislature, on the 2d day of April, enacted
a law entitled " An Act to incorporate the Beverly
Company."
and Charleston Turnpike
Section 1st of
ton.

said act reads as follows :
" Be it enactedby theSenateand General
Assemblyof the Stateof New
Jersey, That the subscription books of the capital stock of the Beverly
and Charleston Turnpike Companyshall be opened by Jacob A. Van
sciver, Ephraim Garwood,Edward H. Master, Louis Stokes, Benjamin
Buzby, M. A. Brett, P. W. Somers.Caleb A. Vansciver, Cbarles S. Master,
Amos Buzby, Timothy M. Bishop, T. G. Beech, Granville Stokes,Jona
than Good, Benjamin F. Bishop; James D. Bennett, Eobert Vansciver,
John B. Wills, or a majority of them,who are hereby appointed com
missionersto receive subscriptions to the said stock at such times and
such places as they or a majority of them may direct, giving notice at
least twenty daysprior to the opening of said books by publishing the
samein one of the newspaperspublished in the county of Burlington."

Pursuant to the aforesaid section, books were
opened, stock subscribed, a survey made, and cuts
and fillings calculated by William Parry, civil en
gineer, and the building of the turnpike commenced,

which resulted in very much improving

the grade of
the road-bed, and benefiting the section of the town
ship through which it passed.

Pier Bridge

Road.— At a joint meeting of the
committee of the townships of Beverly and
Willingborough, held on the 25th of 6th month,
1870, on the causeway on the township line between
said townships, leading from the fast land to pier
bridge on the Rancocas River, the following agree
township

ment of partition was drawn and executed by Macajah
Dobbins, Abraham Marter, and Theodore E. Belding,
on behalf of BeveWy, and Charles Stokes, James L.

Kemble, and Caleb A. Vansciver,
lingborough,

on behalf of

Wil

viz. :

" It is now agreed by the undersigned, committees of the townships
aforesaid,that in future the township of Willingborough shall keep
and repair that part of said causewayfrom said pier bridge to a post
now marked on the westerly side of the road, being a distance of seven
chains and forty-two links from the north end of said pier bridge, at the
said township's said proper costs. And the said township of Beverly
shall keep in repair that part of said causewayfrom the post aforesaid
to the fast land aforesaid,it being a distanceof Bevenchains and fiftytwo links, at the said township's own proper costs, andTthat hereafter
each of said townships shall take charge of and manage so much of
said road or causewayas is hereby assigned to them respectively,and
cleared, exoneratedfrom any expense attending repairs, or otherwise
connectedwith so much of said road as is assigned to the other town
ships respectively."

The care of the respective ends of the causeway
being assumed, as recited in the above agreement, in
order to have material to keep up its end in all time
to come the township of Willingborough became
vested of one acre of marsh land adjoining the said
causeway to the west, by virtue of a deed of convey
ance from under the hand and se.al of Mary Hubbs
to the inhabitants of the township of Willingborough,
bearing date the 12th day of the 4th month, a.d. 1876.
Township Line Road. —The township road on the
line between the townships of Beverly and Willing
borough having been abandoned by the company,

at a joint meeting of the township committee of the
aforesaid township, Charles Stokes, Jr., surveyed the
road, planted a stone at the point of division, and
drew the following agreement, which was properly
executed on the 28th day of the 11th month, 1877, by
Davis W. McClellan, Jacob V. Heisler, the township

committee on behalf of Beverly, and George W. Wolf,
Peter R. Heisler, and George W. Bentliff, township
committee on behalf of Willingborough, viz. :

" Whereas,The public road
on the township line between the town
ships of Beverly and Willingborough being in neglected
a
and dilapi
dated condition and much in need of repairs, we, the township com
mittees of the townships of Beverly and Willingborough, on behalf of
our respective townships, that each township may know which portion
of said public road is under its care and jurisdiction, do subscribeour
namesto the following article of division or agreement: that is to say,
in future, or until said division or agreement may be canceled or
changed,the township of Beverly will keep and repair at its own cost
and expensethat portion of said road beginning at the Fast land end of
Beverly's portion of the causewayleading to the pier
bridge, and run
ning on the several courses of said road a distance of seven thousand
one hundred and seven feet to a stone erected on tho west side of said
river for a monumentof division. And the township of Willingborough
will keep and repair at its own cost and expense that portion of
said
road commencingat the said stone or point of division, and
extending
along the course of the road seven thousand one hundred and i
feet to tho township line of the township of Burlington."

WILLINGBOROUGH TOWNSHIP.
Graveling Roads. — The next and present subject
claiming the attention of the township is the improv
ing and graveling and general improvement of the
roads.

In taking a retrospective view of the men who are
dead, and who have been prominently identified with
the township, who by their sterling characters and
ability have served it wisely and usefully, will be seen
Charles Stokes, James S. Hansell, Benjamin Ridg
way, Jacob A. Vansciver, and Jarrett Stokes. The
present who are prominent in township matters are
Joseph Wills, Joseph Bishop, Joseph Lundy, Charles
Stokes, William Rogers, William Stokes, and Timothy
M. Bishop.

Men. — The names that represent the
present prominent owners of the land and identified
with the township are Lundy, Stokes, Buzby, Sharp,
Parry, Borden, Vansciver, Wills, Wolf, Rogers, Scat
Prominent

tergood, Ballenger,

and Haines.

The Rancocas Riv,er, which forms the southern
boundary of the township of Willingborough, enters
the Delaware ten miles above Philadelphia, and
drains an area of three hundred and fifty square
miles of rich and prosperous agricultural country,

It was
towns and villages.
Jr., civil engineer for
Charles
Stokes,
by
the Riparian Commission of the State of New Jersey

containing numerous
surveyed

,in

1875.
The original map is on file in the office of
the chief engineer of the Riparian Commission at
Jersey City, upon which is shown the tide lines, bars,

soundings, fast and marsh lands, lines of old banks,
wharves, impediments of all kinds, the names of ri
parian owners, and the lines of partition dividing

their land, extending

back from the river on both

sides.

The transportation facilities afforded to the country
which this river flows are valuable, as the
Rancocas is a stream of good natural capacity, and,
as commercial statistics show, is the medium of a
The trade of the Rancocas is carried
heavy traffic.
on by means of numerous steam and sailing vessels
and barges, the draught of which to the forks or junc
through

Holly and Lumberton Branches,
seven miles above its mouth, is now limited to seven
feet by the Coates and Newton bars ; were they re
moved the average channel would be from twelve to
fifteen feet. By the River and Harbor Act of Con
through the instru
gress, dated 14th of June, 1880,
tion of the Mount

mentality of
Congressional

H. B. Smith, M.C.

from

the Second

District of New Jersey, an appropria
tion was made for the examination of the Rancocas
River, and a statement of the character and dimen
sions of the obstructions to navigation and the cost of
removing the same. In accordance therewith the
desired examination was made by engineers in the
employ of the United States during the fall of 1880,
report was made
and on the 4th of January, 1881, a
U. G.
J. N. Macomb, colonel of engineers, to majorWright, chief of engineers, brigadier and brevet

by
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general, describing the obstructions to be situate as
" Hammell's Island bar,'' " Coates' bar,"
follows :
Vansciver's,"
Creek,"

"above
"mouth of Mill
"below
Buzby's,"
"abreast of
"above JoertsCentreton,"
whark," "
lime-works," "
and
at
below
" between Forks and Mount Holly ;" that the nature
of obstacles is sand and mud ; that the dimensions of
Vansciver's,"

were one hundred and ninety-five thou
sand and forty cubic yards, one hundred thousand of
which were between Forks and Mount Holly. That
the cost per cubic yard for removal would be forty
cents, and that the total cost for removing obstruc
tions and erecting a required dike from the upper end
obstructions

Island to the bank above the mouth of
Creek would be eighty-one thousand two hun

of Hammel's

Mill

dred and thirty-six dollars.
On application of the manufacturers, merchants,
land producers, land-owners adjacent the stream, and
farmers in the neighborhood, by petition drawn and
subscribed to by Charles Stokes, Jr., the Congress of
1881-82, through the influence of J. Hart Brewer,
appropriated ten thousand dollars to begin the

M.C,

work of improving the stream,.
Steamboating on the Rancocas. — Before the
erection of the Camden and Amboy and the Burling
ton County Railroads, the Rancocas River was the
medium of travel, which made plenty of work for a
propeller steamboat which made daily trips to Phila
delphia.
The earliest steamboat of which we have
any knowledge that passed up the Rancocas River was
" Norristown," Capt. John Gardner, which ran
the
between Philadelphia and Mount Holly in 1823.
The Mount Holly and Rancocas Steamboat Com
Judge George Haywood
pany was formed in 1824.
was secretary. The said company had the steamboat
" Lafayette" built ; she ran between Philadelphia and
William Hillyard's wharf in 1825, and was commanded
Owing to her construction and
by Capt. Shaw.
" Lafayette" was unsuitable to run to Mount
draught,
Holly, and was sold at auction in Philadelphia on the
1st of April, 1826.
Band-Box" followed the "Lafay
The steamboat "
Mayflower"
ette."
succeeded the
The steamboat "
Band-Box,"
"
and ran between Philadelphia and
"Barclay"
followed the
The steamboat
Centreton.
"Mayflower,"
and ran until the building of the
Camden and Burlington County Railroad, which car
ried the passengers and freight to Philadelphia, and
" Barclay"
par
was withdrawn

the

and sold to other

ties.

the agricultural traffic is carried in
small sailing packets, which sail to accommodate the
demands, and give good satisfaction to the farmers.
" Rancocas" is the ancient and aboriginal name of

At

present

It bore the name when the first settlers
the river.
arrived upon its shores. William Penn, in writing to
his friends in England concerning the beauty of the
Indian names, particularly spoke of the Rancocas.
A

survey of the Burlington County

front on the
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Delaware River was made by Charles Stokes, Jr., in
aforesaid, the
1876, for the Riparian Commission
original draught of which is on file in the said office
of the chief engineer, upon which are described all
the particulars

as mentioned

in connection with the

survey of the Rancocas.

Villages. — Rancocas is a beautiful village on the
Beverly and Mount Holly turnpike, nearly equidis
tant from the towns of Mount Holly and Beverly, and
is connected with Centreton, Masonville, and Moores
town by the Centreton turnpike.

In

former times the neighborhood

and even the

river took the name of Ancocas, from a mistaken idea
that some of the leading men had that it was more
purely Indian than Rancocas, asserting the Indians
had no r in their language, but we have the au
thority of an old Swedish map for the R in their de
scription of the river by the name of Rareleoquez.
Early conveyances of land designated it as the "Ran
cocas" or " Northampton River."

It is in the memory of some now living when there
was but one dwelling where the village now stands, a
one-story building owned by Samuel Wills, and occu
pied by Jacob Cowgill as a dwelling and weaver's
shop, with two looms in the basement.
erty has been enlarged and beautified

Ezra Haines and his
present occupants.

worthy

family,

This prop
by the late
who

are its

Friends' meeting-house is on the north side of the
turnpike, and was built in 1772 ; an addition was made
to the original building some years later, and it is used
'as a place of worship by both branches of the Society
of Friends.
On the north of it are beautiful old oaktrees, representing a generation that is rapidly disap
pearing in this section.

In the meeting-house yard there was a frame schoolhouse, where the youth of this section during half of
the past century received their education, without
regard to sect or color.
It was an old saying in con
nection with Friends that " they never built a meet
ing-house but that they put a school-house beside
;"
it in this way they were the educators of the public
in West Jersey.
In a neighborhood of Friends, with
their meeting- and school-houses, they had no need
of a parsonage; you always found an industrious, in
In the beginning of the
telligent, and honest people.
present century education received a fresh impulse in

John Gummere, a young man of
education, but of remarkable mathematical
mind and studious habits, began teaching in the old
frame school-house at a salary of about two hundred
dollars for twelve months; he taught reading scien
this neighborhood.
limited

tifically, and created a love for mathematical branches,
soon had a school admired not only by the neighbor
hood but by the surrounding
country, and at the
same time took up and mastered several branches of
the more abstruse studies and prepared himself to
compile standard works on astronomy and surveying,
the last of which is a standard work at the present

time. He remained several years in charge of this
school.
He afterwards established a boarding-school
for boys in the city of Burlington. ,From there he
went to Haverford College, and was the president of
that institution. He was an excellent man, and de
served the gratitude of the country at large and par
ticularly of this community.

A brick school building was erected on the site of
the old frame structure, and was used by Friends for
Another frame school building was
school purposes.
erected by Orthodox Friends in the opposite end of
the yard within the last forty years. Neither its date
nor the date of the brick building is exactly known.
The Orthodox school-house was given up to the public
after the establishment of the present public school
system, and previous to the building of the present
brick school-house in Second Street.
Teachers who were identified with this school dur
ing the first part of this century were Jacob Knight,
Susan Haines, Mordecai Matlack, Martha Haines,
David Stokes, Merebiah Wright, Jarret Stokes, and
William Stokes.
Friends'
The teachers prominently identified with
school since 1859 were Hannah A. Scattergood,
Rachel G. Hunt, Catherine Underwood, Deborah
Yerkes, Ellen Spencer, Emma Fussel, Mary Allen,
Godfrey Hays, Rachel G. Hunt, Lizzie Hollinshead,
Howard Stokes, and Charles Stokes, Jr., who taught
the said school for seven successive winters.
In 1810 a dwelling-house was built by the Society
of Friends for the school-teacher, John Gummere, at

the west end of the village as now laid out.
meeting-house, school-house, and two dwellings

The
were

the only buildings until after the building of Cen
treton bridge in 1831.

The land upon which Rancocas is situated, the
eastern part, was located by Dr. Daniel Wills, from
Northampton, England, in 1681, and was sold by his
descendants for town-lots.
The land on the west end
was located by John Paine for Thomas Green, of

England, about the same time as the Wills location.
came into the ownership of Joseph Lundy by pur
chase ; lots were sold by Joseph Lundy, Samuel Wills,
and Ezra Haines after the building of the Centreton
bridge, and houses were erected, first to William

It

Rogers, on the corner now owned and occupied by
Jacob H. Leeds for store and dwelling; second, the
lot on the opposite corner to Andrew Hollinshead,
who built the store-house which is still there.
Lots continued to be sold by Lundy to numerous
persons, and houses were erected until the whole of
his two fronts, one on the Beverly turnpike and the
other on the Centreton turnpike, were occupied as we
now see them.
He then opened Olive Street, running southwardly,
Street at right angles with Centreton
These lots were sold by Joseph Lundy,

and Second

turnpike.
the elder.
Since

the title has been in Joseph Lundy, the
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present proprietor, he has opened and extended streets
and sold lots to numerous persons, many of whom
have built houses.

The Methodist Episcopal Church became vested
of a lot of land on Second Street by deed dated Jan.
1, 1845, from Collin Hackney and Eliza, his wife, to
William Sharp, Micajah Dobbins, James Rogers,
John A. Stockton, and Daniel Stephenson, trustees.
The church building was erected in 1846 ; admitted
into the circuit in 1872. The first minister was DStuart.

Edward Mesler appointed minister March, 1874.
Number of members when he left, 104.
William Margrum appointed March, 1877. Num
ber of members when he left, March, 1878, 96.
J. Warthman appointed March, 1878. Number of
members when he left, 99.
D. W. C. Mclntire appointed March, 1880.
Num
ber of members when he left, 91.
The present minister, T. D. Sleeper, appointed
1882.
Stewards of the church,
Thomas
Deacon, William Oldershaw, Benjamin B. Bishop.
The present trustees are Thomas Deacon, William
A. Fish, B. Bishop, William Oldershaw, and Elwood
Bounds. Their corporate name is the "Trustees of
the Methodist Episcopal Church at Rancocas."

March,

Episcopal Church held its first
The Protestant
It became vested
meeting in the Union League Hall.
of a lot of land, with dwelling-house thereon, situated
on the Beverly turnpike, by deed from John Bullock,
dated 1864. The dwelling-house was taken down and
the church building erected in 1865.
The St. Peter's parish was incorporated

April

9,

1860.

The first minister

was Henry P. Hay ; Franklin

. Gaunt was elected senior warden ;

warden ; Elam R. Woodoth,

Lewis Fish, junior

Charles Funk, Thomas

Budger, John R. Goldborough, and Edward A. Cox,
vestrymen ; Charles Funk, secretary of the parish.
The first members of the parish were Lewis Fish,

Funk, Rachel Funk, Edwin S.
Elam R. Woodoth, Thomas Budger, Sarah
Ann Budger, Jane Budger, Lizzie Kelly, and Sarah
Milliner.
The present senior warden, Charles Funk ; junior
warden, John Smith ; vestrymen, John Pine, Jacob
Bebee, and George Weadle ; and Charles Albert
Sarah Fish, Charles
Woolman,

Budger, secretary.

The Rancocas Library. — The first meeting to
consider the subject of organizing a library was held
in the frame school-house, Rancocas, second month
14, 1859.

Charles Stokes was appointed president, and Samuel
C. Woolman secretary.

committee was appointed to prepare a constitu
tion for the government of the company.
Forty-one persons subscribed as members ; each

A

subscription

was five dollars.

The first directors appointed

were Charles Stokes,

Daniel Wills, Samuel
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Williams, James S. Hansell,

Samuel Haines, David Ferris, and James S. Hillyard.
Charles Stokes was elected president of the board;

Samuel C. Woolman, secretary ; and James S. Hillyard, treasurer; Jervis S. Woolman, first librarian.
The first library room was over Jacob Leed's store.

The library as first started consisted of one hun
dred and twenty-seven volumes.
Subscribers to the
Rancocas Library in 1859: James S. Hansell, Daniel

Wills, Joseph Hillyard, Samuel Williams, William
R. Wills, S. C. Woolman, Charles Wills, William L.
Martin, J. H. Leeds, Amos Buzby, David Ferris,
Charles Stokes, Henry W. Wills, Jarret Stokes, Wil
liam Stokes, Elizabeth H. Burr, Evan R. Tomlinson,
Matson Matlock, William H. Deacon, R. D. Wool-

man, George B. Borton, P. P. and Lucy Haines, J.
Hemper Dobbins, John Hillyard, William A. Scat
tergood, Dr. G. S. Woolman, Benjamin Buzby, Ben

jamin Hillyard, Uriah Borton, Benjamin Ridgway,
William Woolman, Chalkley Stokes, Addie Haines,
Daniel Wills, Jr., John Woolman, Samuel Haines,
Stacy Haines, James Mcllvaine.
The present directors of the library were appointed
Jan. 2, 1882; they are Joseph W. Hillyard, J. B.
Hillyard, Evans R. Tomlinson, William L. Martin,
John W. Hillyard, Spencer Haines, and S. Lee
Haines. Dr. William L. Martin was elected presi
dent; Spencer Haines, secretary ; and John W. Hill
yard, treasurer and librarian.
Union League of Rancocas. — During the late
Rebellion the excitement of the hour instigated many
citizens to express their patriotism in words where
they had not other means of exercising it; this led to
an association known throughout the Northern States
Such a society was organized
as the Union League.
in Rancocas in 1861, and held regular meetings in a
hall over the blacksmith-shop until after the close of
the war.

Order of United American Mechanics. — Meet
ings are held in what was formerly the Union League
Hall. The charter is dated March 28, 1873. Charter
members, Charles Funk, William A. Fish, Samuel
Lippincott, Theodore Rodman, John Hunt, John
Pine, Matthias B. Triant, William Rogers, James
Barryams, George A. Elberson, William Oldershan,
Edwin B. Haines, Richard R. Lippincott, John M.
Wells, William Mortland, Uriah B. Funk, and Sam
Present number of members,
uel H. Vansciver.
forty-five.
Charter was given by the State Council,
and signed by John W. Haycock, Counsellor of State
Lodge; Joseph H. Shinn, Secretary of State Lodge.
" Done in the city of Camden on the 28th day of
March, 1873. Affixed thereto the seal of the State
Lodge entitled, ' Willingborough Council,
Lodge.

No.

97.'

"

Hall over the Blacksmith- Shop. — Original mem
bers, James S. Hillyard, James Mcllvaine, William R.
Wills, William Mortland, Evan R. Tomlinson, George
B. Borton, Isaac L. Woolman,

Nathan S. Roberts, R.
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D. Woolman, Jervis

Sr

Woolman, Samuel

J.

Wills,

Samuel C. Woolman. The first officers were: President,
George B. Borton ; Secretary, Samuel C. Woolman ;
Treasurer, James S. Hillyard ; Executive Committee,

L.

William R. Wills, and Jervis S.
The foregoing association was identical
with the Union League. The property is still owned
by the association. The present officers are : Presi
dent, William R. Fish ; Secretary, William R. Wills ;
Treasurer, Evan R. Tomlinson.
' The Rancocas Lyceum Association was organ
ized in 1860.
The first meeting was held in the brick
school building. The object of the society was mu
tual improvement and entertainment of a literary
character.
The meetings were a success from the be

Isaac

Woolman,

Woolman.

In 1881 the association arranged
for a new order of exercises by establishing a course
of lectures and readings, which proved very suc
cessful.
For the lyceum season of 1882 a similar

period of ten years.

is arranged

entertainment

under

the

" Rancocas Lyceum Lecture Course."
Rancocas Hall was built in 1877.

name of the

It was de
signed to accommodate the Rancocas Lyceum.
Two
young men interested in the lyceum, Charles Stokes,
Jr., and Empson Garwood, induced some of the
members of the lyceum and a few of the capitalists of
the neighborhood

to take stock in such a company.
Accordingly a meeting of the stockholders was held
in the brick school building, the association organ

ginning, and before the first session was over the fame
of the lyceum had extended throughout the county

ized, and trustees appointed.
Stores. — There are at present two stores for general
merchandise, one kept by Jacob H. Leeds- and the

of Burlington, and the society was a county as well as
Albert Hansell served
institution.
the association a number of years as president, and
the membership included the most of the names of
the intelligent part of the community, who welcomed

by Haines Brothers.
There are two blacksmith-

a neighborhood

the residents from other neighborhoods, and encour
aged them to take part in the exercises. During the
first sessions of the lyceum the debates were the most
noticeable feature. Richard R. Lippincott, Albert
Hansell, Charles Stokes, Jr., and Cyrus Moore for a
long time wielded the weapons of debate. The in
teresting discussions soon induced persons from other
localities to attend the lyceum, and in a short time
Rancocas Lyceum enrolled among its debating mem
bers such controversial giants as Harry Herr, of
Hainesport ; Capt. Bailey, Col.
H. Haffey, and Dr.

J.

Phillips, of Beverly ; William R. Lippincott, of Fel
lowship ; George Wills, of Marlton ; Charles Parry,
of Cinnaminson ; Levi Proud, of Medford ; and Dr.
Janney, of Cinnaminson, who delighted to meet each
other as intellectual antagonists, and at the same time
they increased the interest and entertainment of the
lyceum by their quick wit, sparkling satire, and pol
ished logic.

Entertainments of this character gathered immense
crowds of people, and the school-house was too small
to accommodate them. This necessity for a larger
room for the lyceum instigated a few of the publicspirited citizens of the neighborhood to organize an

association for the building of a public hall, which
was completed in 1877, and the lyceum was held in
the new building the following winter with increased
success.
The hall, which* has a seating capacity of
five hundred, was always crowded both in seating and
standing room. Ladies took an active part in the
exercises, which consisted of readings, recitations,
dialogues, tableaux, and charades. Horace and Jacob
Haines, of Cinnaminson,
added much to the enter
tainment by rendering selections from Shakespeare
and other dramatists.
The debates still continued
one of the most interesting features. The association
continued under the same programme until 1880, a

other by Richard R. Lippincott, both of which have
a good custom from the surrounding country.

Mills. — A

owned

steam flour-mill is owned and managed

and conducted

and a wheelwright-shop,
Whitcraft and

by Theadore

William Fish.
Spencer Haines keeps a warehouse for agricultural
implements, where the farmers of the surrounding
country purchase their machinery.
The Post-Office was established May 1, 1838. The
first postmaster was Samuel Stokes, Jr., who kept it
in his store, which was in the building erected by
Andrew Hollinshead on the north side of the Bev
The mail at that time was carried by
erly turnpike.
stage from Philadelphia.
The present postmaster is
Richard R. Lippincott.
The village is located on a ridge which slopes gently
River. It is surrounded by a beau
tiful agricultural district, the fertility and pleasant
to the Rancocas

of which will compare favorably with
any agricultural district in the Middle States.
The village has easy access to Philadelphia and
New York, by railroad from Masonville, by the Bur
lington County Railroad, and all other qualities
which go to make up a delightful place of residence.

appearance

Public school district No. 31 became vested of a
lot by deed dated
, from Joseph Lundy, at the
end of Second Street, as laid out by said Lundy, the
said lot being the end of Second Street.
Here, in
the middle of a street, a two-story brick building was
erected in 1874, and dedicated to public school pur
poses.
The first teacher was Sally Mortland.
The population of Rancocas at present is about 300.
Coopertown received its name from William
Cooper, father of the author, James Fenimore Cooper,
whose mother was a daughter of Richard Fenimore,
of Old Willingborough.
On the erection of the first
house where the village now stands, William Cooper
called the place Coopertown.
Later in life Mr.
Cooper moved to Otsego Lake, Otsego Co., N; Y.,
and founded the village of Cooperstown.
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Gram

was fond of, both as a study and pastime.
At school
he became acquainted with its general outlines.
On
He traced
leaving school he continued the study.
the history of man and government from their dawn

throughout the various ages recorded.
His purpose
was to become conversant with the rise and fall of
governments, to learn the secrets of their prosperity
and the causes of their decline.
It was a study of all
others which most baffled his ability to understand
how, in the institutions of government, to avoid the
causes of decline.
In his close perusal of the biog
raphies of distinguished men, their subordinates and
subjects, he was strong in his convictions that human
nature was always the same in its innate form ; that
man always possessed the same passions, powers, dis
positions, and weaknesses ; that in his conclusions,
to the extent that law-makers
and those who sway the destiny of nations are wise
and just, to that extent will legislation and society's
doings be conducted in a manner conducive to the
country's glory and the government's prosperity.
drawn from history,

During the vacation seasons, while attending school,
he was required to work upon his father's farm, de
veloping his physical along with his mental powers.
On leaving school he manifested a disposition for
professional life. He was fond of the studies of chem
istry, philosophy, and anatomy, and was strongly in
clined to make a special study of medicine, which

pursuits.
The necessary buildings were
erected and the property given into his possession
and management.
In 1848 he united his destinies
with Martha, the daughter of William and Hannah
cultural

her upon the aforesaid
premises, and occupied the new buildings thus erected
in the midst of stumps without a tree left standing of
the giant old forest that had lately been removed.
Having become reconciled to the idea of being a
farmer, he went earnestly at work, plowing, grub

Hillyard, and moved with

bing, and draining the ground, and in a very short
time changed the appearance of his small farm, and
reduced to subjection the wild nature of the soil. He
soon purchased

another tract of land, known as the
Park Landing farm, adjoining, containing one hun
dred and twenty-nine acres of land, the greater part
of which was covered with timber, and the balance
considered worthless for farming purposes, which
farm he immediately cleared of woods and began im
proving.
He erected new buildings, and in a short
time made of it one of the best and most productive
farms in the township.
He then came in possession
of another tract of timber-land containing fifty acres,
adjoining the original fifty acres toward the north.
This he cleared of wood, grubbed, plowed, and
drained, and reduced to a farming and productive
This changed his original farm of fifty acres of
state.
stumps to one of the largest and most improved farms
in the county, one of the most productive, well fenced,
He then turned his attention
drained, and stocked.
to beautifying his residence and the grounds and
and lived to enjoy one of the most
building around
beautiful lawns and attractive homes in the country.

to his agricultural improvements he
found time to take an active part in public improve
ments. His first distinguishing effort was in 1851, in
" the Beverly and Mount Holly
the institution of
Turnpike and Plank-Road Company," which was
extended through his premises along the front of his

In

addition

residence, and which company he served as director
and secretary for many years.
After changing the wild nature of his lands to an
easy state of production and got his system of farm
ing established and under way, he thought he would

return to his mental pursuits and practice civil en
gineering, and do general public business thereunto,
This plan an
as had been the custom of his father.
swered but a short time. He so soon established a
business that he had not sufficient time to attend to
Being naturally of profes
and the farm.

both

a

the various branches there taught.

of his parents, whose judg
ment he respected, and whose influence caused him
to abandon the prospect and adopt farming, the occu
pation of his father.
A tract of fifty acres of timber
adjoining the homestead was cleared, and the stumpland assigned him upon which to commence his agri

it,

mastered

mar, rhetoric, geometry, and astronomy were favorite
studies. Algebra he substituted for arithmetic in his
complicated calculations in business life.
History he

met the stern opposition

it

Jarrett Stokes, a prominent citizen of the county
of Burlington and State of New Jersey, departed
this life on the 18th of the 9th month, A.D. 1870.
He was the son of Charles and Tacy Stokes, and
traced his genealogy to Thomas Stokes, of London,
England, who came to America in the ship " Kent"
in 1677, and settled near Burlington.
Jarrett Stokes was born in the township of Willing
borough, 4th mo. 23, 1823, in which township he
always resided, and with which he was identified.
In childhood he was fond of the pastimes and
amusements which engage the attention of boys.
He entered into their pleasures with vigor and earn
estness, which traits of character distinguished
his
career through life. He commenced attending school
at an early age, going to the Friends' brick schoolhouse in Rancocas, where he received the first rudi
ments of an English education.
From the Friends'
school he entered the " Franklin Park BoardingSchool,"
under the management of M.ayberry Mc
Veigh, a celebrated institution of learning for that
day, the reputation of which extended throughout the
States.
Here he engaged in the higher and more ab
struse branches of study.
His intellectual powers
were good.
He was quick to comprehend, which
made study easy and the acquisition of knowledge a
pleasure. He made rapid progress as a scholar, and

522c

sional turn, he became fond of public writing and
general surveying, and concluded rather than not to
attend well to both to reduce his farming operations
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services to the public.

Ac

cordingly he divided his premises into two farms,
placing a tenant upon one and a foreman upon the
other, which he continued to do as long as he lived.
Being thus relieved of the management of his farms,
he went regularly into the surveying and conveyan
cing business ; he soon enjoyed an extended reputation

He, together with his father,
did
most
of the public business in a
Stokes,
radius of five miles of their homes, and also much
business beyond.
He ran out most of the town of
" Progress," now Riverside, for SamUel Bechtold. He
did the general business of that neighborhood for
many years, as appears from the original surveys and

for honor and accuracy.
Charles

miscellaneous
handwriting,
Stokes.

notes in connection therewith in his
now in the possession of his son, Charles

In 1855 his services were sought as civil engineer
by parties interested in large tracts of land in Cam
den and Atlantic Counties of New Jersey.
The work
was such as comprehends a labyrinth of difficulties

for a surveyor. It came from the entanglements
which were difficult to avoid in the first settlement
of the country where large locations were made.
Trouble and conflicting claims had existed for several
years previous in connection with the tracts in ques
tion.
Various surveyors and engineers had under
taken to mark

the division

job, when Jarrett Stokes

lines, and given up the

was applied to and undertook

the task.

In

1739-40, by virtue of two separate warrants of
the Council of Proprietors of West Jersey, the sur
veyor-general was required to survey and locate for
the West Jersey Society " eighty-five thousand nine
hundred and seventy-three and thirty-five hundredth
acres (85,973T^j), with allowances for highways, and
excepting therefrom twenty-two prior included sur
veys, to the number of seven thousand nine hundred
and thirteen acres. These two locations comprehended
Weymouth"
what was known as the "
tract, which Jar
employed
rett Stokes was
to survey and run the lines
of the included surveys. He was some three years en
gaged in tracing titles and establishing disputed lines,

and was gratified in the end of making a final survey.
He established a reputation as a surveyor in the
lower counties, and was employed in the running out

of new towns.

In 1859 the country had become distinctly divided
on the subjects of the institution of slavery and
State rights.
Political excitement was raging every
Alarming and disloyal speeches were made
by eminent men who were leaders of powerful factions
and sections. The destiny of the Union appeared

where.

The name of Jarrett Stokes
hung in the balances.
became prominent in political circles.
He was held
in high

esteem
by the party with which he was
identified, and was much abused by the radical aboli
tion leaders and organs.

At

that serious and important

crisis in the history

of the republic the Conservative Republican party
consolidated with the Abolitionist, the conservative
and radical factions of the Democratic party sepa
The conservatives declaring their allegiance
rated.
States'
of the United
Constitution
at all hazards,
the
to
while the Radicals, afterwards the Secessionists, de
clared their intention to dissolve the Union rather
than submit to the aggressions of the Abolition
party, and which threat was officially announced in
1860 by States declaring ordinances of secession.
Of the four distinct original factions, Jarrett Stokes
was always in principle a member of the Conserva
tive Democratic party, and always believed that as
soon as the radical faction of the Democratic party
disavowed the Constitution of the Union, they ceased
to be exponents of Democratic principles, and were
no longer members of the Democratic party.
At this rebellious step of the Southern States,
which before, in their respective rights under the
had had his sympathies, they found
Constitution,
him firm in the midst of their severest opponents.
By referring to the war records of his township his
name will be found conspicuous among the most
active and loyal workers in complying with the then
rigorous

demands of national law, and in procuring
volunteers to put down the Rebellion.
From early manhood he had been a close student

of the political history of the United States. His
purpose was to get to the foundation of our republi
can institutions, to understand the principles which
brought about the original Union of the States.
He studied the history of the colonies, the aggres

of the mother-country,
and the
which caused their rebellion and " the
Independence."
of
He followed them
through the sufferings and hardships of

sions

followed them home rejoicing, crowned
independent sovereignties in themselves.

oppressions
Declaration

in history
battle.
He
victors

and

He studied well the origin, character, and defects
of the "Articles of Confederation," and rejoiced over
the convention called " to form a more perfect Union."
He studied thoroughly the proceedings of each State
in the appointment of its delegates to attend the great
Constitutional Convention.
He studied the proceed
ings of the convention, and followed the States home,
and studied their proceedings in the ratification of
the Constitution formed.
He there learned that con
flicting views on State institutions always existed;
that the Constitution of the United States was the
result of compromises, and that it would never have
been ratified if it had not meant, strictly construed,
exactly what it said.

In the convention called to form
was seriously
and carefully read, every clause analyzed, and every
word weighed in the balances, and such as were found
it,

and give his undivided

it
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wanting struck out.

Jarretb Stokes was always a strict constructionist,
and bold in his opposition to the invasion of State
rights.
In his political addresses, and in public and
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private

discussions, he would never submit to the
establishment of the respective institution or institu
tions involved as the issue between the Democratic
and Abolition parties, but that the one and only issue
was the Constitution and the reserved rights under it.
His long opposition to what he believed to be the
disloyal measures of the "American Anti-Slavery

Association" caused them to misrepresent
and stig
matize him as an advocate of the institution of
slavery, when no one in principle was more opposed

to it than he, and no one more plainly saw and ac
knowledged its ravishes upon the Commonwealth
of
the States wherein it was tolerated.
Had the insti
slaverytution of
existed in New Jersey, he would
have been foremost in the ranks of those who sought
to abolish it.
He was a warm friend of the colored
man, and they esteemed him in return.
In the fall of 1863 the Democratic

party of the
Third Legislative District of the county of Burlington
conferred upon him the nomination
for Assembly.
The convention was held in the large hall of the
Farnum School in the city of Beverly.
Excitement
It was a terrible time in political
was running wild.
Jarrett Stokes, upon
history, but notwithstanding
being escorted to the platform, fearlessly delivered
one of his strongest of political orations, which ad
dress was severely criticised, but it still exists in
print, and will go down in history as truth and an
irrefutable statement of facts and conclusions.
The
campaign was a heated one from the platform, and
resulted in the election of Jarrett Stokes.
The fol
lowing fall the same opposing candidates were nomi
nated; the ssftne hotly-contested campaign ensued,
which resulted in the election of Charles C. Lathrop.
Again the following fall Jarrett Stokes yielded to the

persuasions of his friends, received the nomination,
and headed the campaign with as much vigor as be
fore, not the third time with a view to an election,
but to embrace the opportunity to bear his testimony
to what he conscientiously believed to be the true
principles of the American republic.

Jarrett Stokes did not long survive the war, but
long enough to enjoy seeing peace and good will re
established and war feuds blotted out among friends
and neighbors, which was one of the features of the
war most regretted by him, as he never allowed po
litical differences to disturb him in personal relations
with his fellow-men.
He
He was a warm friend and kind neighbor.
enjoyed the admiration and respect of all who knew
His position as a man of ability and usefulness
him.

was questioned by none, -and his status in society as
a brilliant and interesting member was acknowledged

by all.
Jarrett Stokes was a member of the religious Society
of Friends, and served for many years in the capacity
of clerk of the Preparative and Monthly Meetings.
religion as taught by
He believed in the Christian
John Hunt.
and
George Fox, William Penn,
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He was a public-spirited man, and was always
prominent in the enterprises of the neighborhood,
whether charitable, educational, social, or otherwise.
He always found time to share the enjoyments of
young society. He was charitable and indulgent.
They loved and welcomed him, and he was fond of
them.

In January, 1869, he had occasion to visit Burling
ton, N. J. As was his custom, he drove two of his
fine horses, in which he took much pride.
He did
not start to return home
evening, when it was
raining and very dark. In driving along the railroad
the sparks from the locomotive frightened his horses,
which both began to run, and became unmanageable,
and were halted by plunging into an open culvert
upon the railroad-track
at the easterly end of Bur
lington.
The cars following in hot pursuit tore over
the carriage and horses with demon-like speed, and
the occupant of the wagon was all that was saved from
a total wreck.

demolished.

Both horses were killed and carriage

It was

believed that he never recovered
from the internal injuries then received.
He died at his residence near Rancocas, in the fortyyear of his age, apparently in the prime of
His funeral was a great outpouring of friends
life.
and admirers from all parts of the State. The feel
ing manifested and the multitude gathered to take a
eighth

parting look at his remains spoke more eloquently of
his worth and influence than his biographer can
write.
He left a widow and three sons, — Hillyard,
Charles, and Rowland, all of whom have grown to
men's estate and survive him.

When his
throughout

death

the State

was announced
the journals
expressed feelings of regret,

condolence, and sympathy, and public men sent let
ters to his family to that effect.

The following brief obituary from the Camden
Democrat at the time of his death is expressive of
his general character, viz. :
"Seldom haB the death of a citizen of Burlington County produced
more surprise and regret than that of the Hon. Jarrett Stokes. His dis
easewas pleuro-pneumonia,a dangerousone even to those most likely
to withstand it. In his caseit fell with double force upon a lung that
was injured in the terrible accident of January, 1£69,ill Burlington.
His death wascausedby one of the sometimessuddenly fatal sequelsof
the original disease.
" In his manners he was courteous,Bociable,familiar, and attractive,
At his beautiful residencenear Rancocashis numerous friends and fre
quent visitors ever receivedcordial welcomeand unboundedhospitality
He had a decided predilection for politics, and was thoroughly DemO'
cratic. He veneratedand studiedcarefully the supremelaw of the land.
and was familiar with it all. Argument was his principal forte and
pleasure,and no man everbetter preservedhis equability of disposition
during a discussionwith his opponent than he. His reasoning powers
were superior and cultivated, with which an opponent seldomsuccess
fully coped. In religion be was a memberof the Society of Friends, a
kind husband, an affectionate father, a warm friend; of value to tbe
State, and an ornament to the community was Jarrett Stokes.
" De mortuisnil nisi bonum."

At the time of his death Jarrett Stokes was sum
moned on the grand jury of the county of Burlington,
which met at the court-house in Mount Holly on the

HISTORY OF BURLINGTON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

" Resolved,That this grand jury has learnedwith sincere regret of the
death of Jarrett Stokes,Esq., who was summonedas a member of this
body; a citizen long known to a circle of ardently attachedfriends, and
prominently known both in the county and State.
" Resolved,That this grand jury deBireto give expression to their sin
cere sorrow at the sudden affliction thus brought upon his family, and
do cordially tender to them their sympathy and condolenceIn their

I

I

with full conviction of its everlasting truth.
well."

His

Fare

earlier years were spent in the pursuit of agri

culture, laboring on his father's farm during the sum
mer months, and teaching school the balance of the
year. This he continued for number of years. At
the age of seventeen he commenced
long and active
practical surveyor, performing most of
career as
the work of that character in the section of Burling
ton County adjacent to the Delaware River, and his
a

bereavement.
" Resolved,That the clerk be requestedto send a copy of theseresolu
tions to the family of the deceased,and to furnish a copy to the county
papers for*publication.
" Attest :
"Franklin W. Earl, Clerk."

in that to come. This has been the foundation,
dear children, as you well know, upon which has
been based all the religious instruction which
have
felt it right for me to bestow upon you ; and at this
moment, when contemplating the final issue of all
things on earth as regards myself,
again reiterate
as

it,

resolutions, viz. :

a

date, and who first passed the following

a

appointed

a
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
CHARLES

STOKES.

collection of draughts, titles, and miscellaneous papers
prove very valuable to that section of the country.

At

Charles Stokes, son of David and Ann Stokes, was
8th month 12, 1791, in the township of Wil
He was a descendant of
lingborough, now Beverly.

the building of the Camden and Amboy Railroad,
in 1833, he acted as agent of the company, surveying
the route of the road from the Rancocas River to the

Thomas and Mary Stokes, of London, England, who
" Welcome,"
1676 came to America in the ship

city of Burlington, purchasing lands, and transacting
the general business of the company between these
points.
In 1847 he surveyed and laid out in streets,
building-lots, etc., a large portion of Beverly, then

born

in

and settled in Burlington County, N. J. With the
exception of nine years spent in Beverly, he remained
with his parents on the old Stockingham homestead

Churchville. In 1852 he surveyed and laid out the
town of Delanco, then called Delaranco
in 1853,
the town of Edgewater, then called Willington
in
1856, the town of South Beverly.
He did most of

his township for nearly twenty, years. As member
of the township committee he served the township
off and on through life, and as freeholder for fifteen

Rancocas.

years.

The following extract from his will exem
plifies his views on these subjects : " And lastly, with
a desire as fervent as could be uttered, were it possi
ble for an affectionate father to speak from the grave,
would enjoin upon all my dear children to be obedient
his life.

to the teachings of divine truth in their own minds in
all things, as the only and alone means of securing
happiness and true respectability in this life as well

;

missioners selected to construct the pier bridge over
the Rancocas River at Bridgeborough.
The temperance question claimed his attention at
an early age.
He being convinced that the use of
intoxicating liquors as beverage was wrong, the fol
lowing out of his convictions subjected him to much

ridicule and even censure on the part of some friends,

a

spirituous liquors were considered
necessity, particularly among farmers. He frequently
narrated the circumstances associated with this im
portant period of his life, and often
mentioned
meeting held at Rancocas, which he considered as
the turning-point in his life, and he has always been
enabled to carry out the resolutions he then made
concerning the use of spirituous liquors.
When
farming on his own account he offered his harvest
hands additional wages if they would dispense with
as at that time

a

termine locality, but to be satisfied with Scripture doc
as are revealed belong to us,
but such as are secret and not revealed belong to the
knowledge.''
Harmonizing his
Great Fountain of
life and actions with this power was the purpose of

trine " that such things

In 1830 was one of the five commissioners
appointed by the county to superintend the building
of the bridge across the Rancocas River at Centreton.
Residing near the work, the superintending
of the
entire structure devolved upon him, and
was suc
cessfully completed.
Was also one of the six com
it

of Joshua Wallan, a venerable citizen of Bur
lington, who tendered him the free use of his private
library. In his opinion, the existence of an infinite
Creator is manifested by his works, and his attributes
by the gracious impressions and teachings made upon
He did not seek to imagine from or to de
the mind.
ness

the surveying of the old Willingborough township,
the accuracy of which has since been clearly proven.
In connection with surveying he was the principal
conveyancer of his locality, and kept the records of

a

His natural taste for study and the acqui
sition of knowledge led him to seek for books of a
character at that time few and difficult to obtain.
He
was much assisted in this direction through the kind

;

until twenty-five years of age, when he married Tacy
Jarrett, daughter of William and Ann Jarrett, of
Montgomery County, Pa. He occupied new build
ings erected on lands set apart for him by his father
on the original tract, where he remained until 1863,
at which time he removed to Rancocas, where his
wife departed this life, in the ninety-second year of
He died on Second day, the 27th of the 2d
her age.
His
month, 1882, in the ninety-first year of his age.
Friends' school of
early education was received at the
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liquors, which in almost every case they acceded to,
until the practice almost entirely ceased in the neigh
Though holding positive convictions as to
borhood.
his duty on this question, he was very careful not to
force his views on others, as he held that the cause
was often retarded by striving to advance it too

rapidly.

In

enthusiasts or extremists he had no con

fidence.

In

the fall of 1830, in opposition to his desires, the
party professing the principles of government which
he advocated elected him as their representative to

He served but one term,
the House of Assembly.
and objected to a renomination until the public mind
became much divided concerning the policy pursued

to say, every man is capable to choose or to be chosen,
etc." * He was a consistent advocate of peace prin
ciples, and bore a faithful testimony against the wars

of

1812, 1848, and 1860.

1828 he was one of the principal participants in
the great Quaker trial in the Court of Chancery at
Trenton, and the venerable Eli K. Price, of Phila
delphia, is the only survivor of all the lawyers, chan
cellors, judges, and other citizens who participated

In

therein.

He was one of the originators

holders of the Mount
institution organized

He was defeated, as
of the policy of the President.
he had expected to be, but public sentiment changed

less

subject that in the fall of 1835, and again
in 1836, he was elected a member of the Legislative
Council.
He was a great admirer of Andrew Jackson, was
personally acquainted with him, and on two occasions
heDuring his legislative service
dined with him.
always opposed monopolies and infringements upon
personal or religious liberty. His unselfish demeanor
and disregard of popularity, and his determination
to uphold the right, enabled him to command the re
and confidence of his opponents, and laid the
Governor
foundations of many valuable friendships.
Vroom, in 1836, in capacity of chancellor, sent him a
spect

commission of master in the Court of Chancery, with
" A token and evidence of a
the following message :
appreciated
friendship which shall be as
long and

life." In 1844 he was a member of the con
long as
vention which assembled at Trenton, fifth month 14th,
to prepare a Constitution for the State of New Jersey.

Here, as elsewhere, he was ever true to his principles,
whether referring to public affairs or individual in
terests.
He opposed the resolution suggesting the
calling of hireling ministers to open the session of

the convention with prayer, as well as the adminis
of oaths, which he considered unnecessary,
He believed that
and of a demoralizing tendency.
the rights of conscience in regard to the performance

Holly
in

and stock

Company, an
with which he was

Insurance

1831,

identified from its commencement, and served until
his decease as a member of its finance committee.
He filled many positions in various organizations of
magnitude

past twenty-five

creditably.
At intervals during the
years he wrote a number of philo

sophical essays, as well as interesting sketches of un
published history pertaining to the county and its
various institutions.
He contemplated the compila
tion of some extensive researches which he had made i
for a proposed history of Burlington County, but his
sudden illness and death prevented their completion.

His life was one of remarkable activity, rarely inter
rupted by sickness.
He was systematic, regular, and
temperate in his habits, a consistent member of the
religious

Society of Friends, and seldom failed to at
tend its appointed meetings for worship ; was elder in
the society for many years, and for more than sixtyfive years was chosen as one of the representatives of
its Quarterly Meeting in the Yearly Meeting held in
Philadelphia, in which he filled an important place.
His funeral took place on the following Sixth day

after his decease, 2d month 3, 1882, from the Friends'
meeting-house
at Rancocas ; the interment
was

Friends' burial-ground near Rancocas.
made in the
Here rest side by side all the ancestors of Charles
By his death a
Stokes who have died in America.
The res
vacancy is made which can never be filled.
olutions adopted at the annual meeting of the board
of directors of the Mount Holly Insurance Company,

tration

day, 5th month 6, 1882, is an evi
dence of the high esteem in which he was held by
those with whom he was associated :

of religious worship should be inviolably maintained,
and he prepared and had inserted a clause in the bill
of rights and privileges to this effect, which was

" Whereas,Sinceour last meetingas a Board it has pleasedGod to call
to Himself the venerable Charles Stokes, a Director of our Company ;
"Resolved, That this Board thinks it due to themselvesand the de
ceasedto placeupon record its high appreciationof his services,and its
deepregret that the courBeof natureremovesfrom us our bestand dearest
associate,and one whom the membersof the Board were accustomedto
look up to with unfeigned respectand veneration;
"That in the death of our fellow-member,Charles Stokes, we have
lost the last of the original Directors of this Company,— one who for

His object
unanimously adopted by the convention.
government
spirit
perpetuate
of
free
that
was ever to
set forth in a letter dated London, England, the 26th
proprietors in New
of sixth month, 1676, from the

'

" Thus we lay a foundation for after-ages to under
stand their liberty as men and Christians, that they
may not be brought in bondage, but by their own
consent, for we put the power in the people, — that is

by Andrew Jackson in regard to the old United
States Bank. That there might be no doubt as to his
opinion on that subject, he permitted his name to
appear as candidate for Council in the State Legisla
ture, in connection with others who dared to approve

so on this
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West Jersey, North America, to Richard Hartshorn,
con
who had previously sailed for the new province,
had framed
concessions
grants
they
and
the
cerning
for the government of New West Jersey, to wit:

held on Seventh

1 Of the memberswho composedthat convention but four now (1882)
survive him, viz. : Abraham Browning, Alexander G. Cattell, Robert
Laird, aud John K. Sickler.
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more than fifty years was in constant attendance upon its sessionsand
the Chairman of its Finance Committee,and by his counsel and advice
founded its presentprosperity;
"That his personal relations to the membersof this Board were so
pleasant,so kind, so unselfish and generous,that we look to him as a
pattern of what a Director should be;
"That his long continuance here, past ninety years, coming to us
from the past century, and freighted with the wisdomand knowledge of
so long a period, makesour loss still greater and more difficult to bear;
" That a copy of these resolutions,duly attested,be presentedto the
family of the deceased,and be published also in the Mount Holly newspapers.

" Allen Fennimore, President.
"Harris Cox, Secretaryand Treasurer."

RICHARD BUZBY.

His grandfather, Amos Buzby, resided in Willing
borough township, was a farmer, a member of the Or
thodox Friends' Meeting, and had children,— Nich
olas, Amos, Hannah, wife of Richard Heaton ; Mary,
wife of Robert Middleton ; Joseph, and Hudson.

The latter, father of Richard Buzby,
lingborough

township,

was born

in Wil

Feb. 7, 1777, married Rachel,

daughter

of Asher and Rachel Woolman, who was
born Aug. 8, 1782, and lived to the age of sixty-six
years. Their children were Anne, born Aug. 19,
1801; Edith, July 7, 1803, wife of Arthur Engle;
Elizabeth, March 9, 1806, wife of Joseph Deacon ;
Mary Ann, Jan. 3, 1808, wife of Allen R. Pharo;
Martha (deceased), born April 27, 1810, was the wife
of Thomas Taylor ; Evan, Oct. 15, 1812 (deceased) ;
Granville W., Jan. 1, 1815, died at Warsaw, Ind. ;
Richard; Nathan H, Oct. 18, 1819; Rebecca S.,
March 9, 1822, wife of Stokes Haines ; Hudson, June
Ind. ; Samuel W., Aug. 12,
27, 1824, of South
1829, a commission merchant in Philadelphia.
All
grew

to

maturity

but

two,

and

were

married.

Only Hudson, Richard, Samuel, and Rebecca survive
in 1882. Hudson Buzby carried on the Ferry House

and a farm on Long Beach for twelve years, and was
well known among the gunners, hunters, and tourists
who spent their leisure time there for his geniality,
For seven years following
frankness, and hospitality.
he resided near Centreton, in Evesham, and about
1844 he purchased the Governor Franklin property of
Mr. McVaugh, in Willingborough township, where
and resided
he kept the Franklin Boarding-House,
year.
This
until his death in his eighty-eighth
property was formerly the home of Governor Frank
lin, was afterward owned by Maberry McVaugh, who
built the present brick structure of two stories, and
" Franklin Park
carried on what was known as the
Boarding-School."
Hudson Buzby's wife, Rachel
Woolman, was a lineal descendant on her father's side
from John Woolman the Quaker preacher. Richard,
son of Hudson Buzby, was born on the homestead in
Willingborough township April 3, 1817, and first mar
ried Miriam E., daughter of Benjamin Middleton, of
Crosswicks,
marriage.
Thomas

N.

J.,

who died about one year after her

His

second wife, Mary Ann, daughter of
Taylor, of Springfield, N. J., died in 1865,

children, — Miriam E., wife of William M.
Winner, of Philadelphia; Martha T., wife of Ezra
C. Engle, of Easton, N. J. ; Adelaide, wife of Walter
S. Reeve, of Medford, N. J. ; and Thomas T. Buzby,
at home. Mr. Buzby's present wife, whom he mar
ried Dec. 19, 1866, is Deborah, daughter of Joseph
leaving

and Sarah Borton, of Rancocas, N. J. After his
marriage Mr. Buzby resided with his father at Frank
lin Park for a time, afterward for seven years on the
farm of his father-in-law, Thomas Taylor, which he
purchased, and then bought the Franklin Park farm,
where he has since carried on general farming and
stock-raising.
Like his ancestors he is a strict ad

herent of the Orthodox Friends' Meeting, no seeker
after public place, but a man of correct habits,
sterling integrity, and a good citizen.
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MERCER COUNTY.1
CHAPTER XLVI.
LOCATION,

AREA, AND PHYSICAL
FEATURES.

BOUNDARIES,

The county of Mercer may be regarded as the
most central county in the State of New Jersey. In
Point, the
a straight line drawn from Carpenter's
northernmost point of the State, to Cape May, the

southernmost point of the same, the city of Trenton,
the capital of this county, as also of the State, will
be found to stand on such line about midway be
So, too, the old Keith
tween those extreme points.
province line, which divided the province of East

the beautiful Delaware, which flows rapidly along
the townships of Hopewell, Ewing, Trenton, and
Hamilton.
Trenton is at the head of tide-water.
Here the series of falls in the river from Lambertville down terminate, and here navigation begins.

The numerous falls in the river afford a valuable
water-power, which has not yet been half developed,
but which has been profitably utilized in the interest
of manufactures at Trenton, and in supplying the
Delaware and Raritan Canal with water. The shad
fisheries, especially those below Trenton, are of value,
to the county, and may be regarded as a natural trib'

northern

utary to its wealth.
This county is bounded on the north by Hunterdon
and Somerset Counties, on the east by Middlesex and
Monmouth, on the south by Monmouth and Burling
ton, and on the west and southwest by the Delaware
River, which separates it from the State of Pennsyl

with

vania.

and West Jersey, passes through Mercer County, and
Again,
about seven miles east of the city of Trenton.
in a line drawn across the State, marking its natural
boundaries
on the geological map between those
counties which have a rocky formation,
high hills, rapid streams, handsome valleys,
with a variety of soils and valuable minerals, and
those counties which lie to the south of such line,
where we find extensive plains, sluggish streams, and
a clayey and sandy soil, it will be seen that Mercer
County will be divided by this line, whose western
on the Delaware River
terminus is at Bloomsbury,
just below Trenton, and whose eastern terminus is
where Lawrence's Brook empties into the Raritan
River just below New Brunswick.
The State centrality of Trenton, which is situated
on the Delaware River, which forms the western
Pennsyl
boundary of, the State, separating it from
idea until we
vania, will appear to be a paradoxical
recur to the mapf of New Jersey, and note the diver
gence of the river from a straight line southward after
leaving the county of Warren, whence it trends in a
southeasterly course till it reaches Trenton, and
thence in a southwesterly course till it flows into
Except for this divergence the site
Delaware Bay.
of Trenton would have been nearly twenty-five miles

east of the Delaware, about the same distance that it
This horseshoe territory
is from New Brunswick.
of Pennsylvania, as it is called, caused by the Dela
ware flowing into the centre of New Jersey and then

of the
out, does not make Trenton any less the centre
which is within the bounds of this State.
1 The situation
of Mercer County is enhanced by

territory

1 By John F. Hageman.
34

In its area it may be classed among the smaller
counties of the State, but not so small as those which
are almost limited to the large cities which they com
prise. It contains 141,844 acres of land, with no wet
meadows or tide marshes, except an insignificant
parcel in Hamilton township.
It presents no extraordinary

physical

or natural

features. It contains no lofty mountains.
The town
ships of Princeton and Hopewell have what may be
called small mountain ridges.
"Rocky Hill" Moun
tain, in the former, is about two hundred and fifty feet
above the sea, and extends from the Millstone River
to Cedar Grove, and to Mount Rose, in Hopewell, and
The northern part of
is about half a mile in width.
Hopewell is quite hilly and slightly mountainous.
is a mountainous locality a little south of
Marshall's Corner and Harbortown called "Benning
Mountain,"
and at the extreme northwest end of
ton

There

the"
Delaware may be seen a peak
the township along
" Belle Mount," which seems to belong to the
called
Mountain,"
range of " Goat
in Hunterdon County.

There is very little uncultivated land on these little
mountains, and very little wood left growing on them.
The land in Hopewell is hilly, but not extremely so.
The same may be said of Princeton, while that of
Lawrence and Ewing is undulating and not at all
The Windsors, Hamilton, and Wash
mountainous.
ington townships may be described as level, slightly
undulating,

and quite free from stones.
523
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We have referred to the Delaware River as the
boundary line of the county on the west. In addi
tion to this, the county is quite well watered with
small interior streams, though it is hardly traversed
The Millstone River, which rises in
by any river.
Monmouth, flows through a portion of East Wind
sor, passing through Hightstown, and then forming
the boundary between West Windsor and Middlesex
County till it receives the Stony Brook at the Aqueduct
Mills, formerly Scudder's mills, thence flowing in a
northerly course on the line between Princeton and
the county of Middlesex to Kingston, and thence on
the line of Princeton and Somerset to the township of
Montgomery in Somerset, and so on into the Raritan
This river is sluggish and of small
at Bound Brook.
It turns
volume until it receives the Stony Brook.
several grist- and saw-mills in Mercer County.
The Stony Brook rises up in Hunterdon County,
and flows down through the central part of Hopewell
township, then flows eastwardly into Princeton in a
circuitous direction, and unites with the Millstone at
This is one of the most valu
the Aqueduct Mills.
able interior streams in the county, and it supports

The whole county is well adapted to agricultural
labor and products, and it is difficult to decide which
portion of the county possesses the greater possibili
ties. Some kinds of grain and fruits may succeed
best in the upper townships, while the warmer and
sandy soil of the lower townships are preferable for
vegetables and early fruits.
But the whole is adapted
to wheat, corn, oats, hay, potatoes, apples, peaches,
cherries, etc.
But Mercer is unlike the counties north of it in
respect to minerals.
It has no limestone, or iron, or
On the
copper, or coal, or slate within its borders.
margin of the Delaware, in Ewing and Hopewell,
there are valuable quarries of red sandstone, afford

ing the best of building material, and this is a source
of wealth. A large amount of this stone is exported
yearly. There are also beds of clay from which brick
are manufactured near Trenton and in other parts of the
county. Our State geologist says, "There is a small
It extends
outcrop of Azoic rocks about Trenton.
along the Delaware from the mouth of the Assanpink
about two miles up the river, and occupies a triangle
whose apex is on the Delaware and Raritan Canal,

four or five mills in its progress. One of the most
and historic of these mills is the one near

six miles east of Trenton.

Princeton, known as Worth's mills, on the old road
of Revolutionary
from Princeton to Lawrenceville,
story.

covered by a cultivated soil.
In some places they
have been decomposed, and the feldspar is changed
fire-clay."
into a
The trap rock crops out on Rocky
Hill, and in Princeton and West Windsor, on the
highlands
of the Stony Brook, quarries of a light

ancient

The Assanpink Creek rises in Monmouth County
West
and flows northwardly through Washington,
Windsor, and on the line between Lawrence and
Hamilton townships, and empties into the Delaware
This stream is hardly less valuable than
at Trenton.
It is utilized for mills as well as
the Stony Brook.
for watering the lands through which it flows. As it
approaches the Delaware it has a good deal of fall,
and has been employed in supplying power to manu
facturing enterprises.
lutionary interest.

It, too,

has a memorable Revo

Creek flows southwardly
and
The Shabakunk
waters Ewing and Lawrence townships, and empties
into the Assanpink at Baker's Basin.
Hamilton is further watered by Doctor's

Creek,
which rises far down in Monmouth County, flows up
by AUentown, and empties into the Crosswicks Creek

and thence on the Burlington and
There
Mercer line to the Delaware at Bordentown.
are other small streams in Hamilton, such as Pond
near Yardville,

Run, Miry Run, and Buck Creek, the latter flowing
into the Crosswicks, and the other two into the As
sanpink.
There are other small creeks in Hopewell
and Lawrence.
The soil of Mercer County is diverse. Thevupper
townships exhibit the red sandstone, the red shale,
and the loam, somewhat like that of the more north
ern counties of the State, but without their limestone.
townships' are sandy, with a
mixture of
The lower
in the nature of alluvial soil, but not
more
soft clay,
quite extending to the marl region.

The rocks are gneiss, and
their strata are almost vertical.
They are chiefly

brown sandstone have been opened. Many of the
college buildings have been built with stone from
these quarries, and also several palatial residences in
Princeton.

The climate of Mercer County is the medium cli
mate of the State.
The geographical situation of
New Jersey between the 39th and 42d parallels of
north latitude gives it a temperate climate.
The
State is so limited in extent, and so free from surface
variations, that there are scarcely any perceptible
gradations in the temperature between its extreme
limits, though it is estimated that there are five degrees
between the extreme northern and southern points.
Local causes, such as elevation above the sea, prox
imity of mountains or ocean, have some, though an
unascertained, disturbing influence.
The greater al
titude of the northern part lowers the annual mean
temperature of those parts two or three
degrees, or
about one degree for every three hundred feet of alti

tude.1

The annual mean temperature of the southern end
of the State is between 53° and 50° ; that of the north
ern end 48° and 50°As the climate of the State is
conceded to be salubrious, so it is in the county of
Mercer.
Destructive cyclones are unknown in this
region ; a small tornado
passing through Hopewell
and Lawrence

about twenty

years ago, from west to

1 ProfessorJohn C. Smock.

ABORIGINAL
east,

and breaking

down

trees and fences, was the

only one of the kind that is remembered to have
visited this county.
Princeton and parts of Hope
well are cooler in summer than Trenton and the

lower townships, for the reason that Princeton is on
an elevation of two hundred and twenty-one feet
above the ocean level, and the Rocky Hill Mountain
is still higher, — perhaps nearly four hundred feet
higher at Hassler's triangle signal-post near Mount
Rose.

HISTORY.
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terest and title to Dr. Daniel

ABORIGINAL HISTORY— LAND TITLES AND FIRST
SETTLEMENTS.

The county of Mercer having been erected so re
cently as 1838, from portions of four other counties,
but principally from two, namely, Hunterdon and Bur
lington, the early history of those old counties is sup
posed to embrace the aboriginal history of such parts
of them as are now incorporated within the territorial

But Burlington County orig
inally embraced Hunterdon, so that the strictly abo
riginal history of the great portion of Mercer may be
sought in the history of Burlington. Instead, there
fore, of repeating or reproducing what we may find
in the history of Burlington County, which is incor
porated in this volume, or what we may find in the
history of Hunterdon County, which has been pub
lished with that of Somerset in one volume, touching
the Indian title and occupancy, and the more general
development of title under the proprietors and subse
quently under the British crown, about which so much
has been written and published in our several State
as well as in many local histories, we shall deem it
more satisfactory and quite sufficient to state with
brevity so much of that history as pertains legiti
limits of this new one.

mately to the county of Mercer, and refer to sources
of more general and ancient history,
which probably some of our readers may desire to

of information
obtain.

Not to dwell upon the original occupancy and title
of the Indians, we pass to the grant of Charles II.,
king of Great Britain, March 20, 1664, to his brother
James, the Duke of York, of territory in America,
embracing what is now New Jersey, and the convey
ance in the same year from the duke to Sir George
Carteret and Lord Berkeley of what was then named
New Jersey for the first time. We note that Sir George
Carteret afterwards sold his right in what subse
quently bore the name of West Jersey to John Fenwicke, as trustee for Edward Billinge and others.

of London, Oct.

This thirty-thousand-acre
tract almost covered the
original township of Hopewell, and a re-survey of it
is contained in the Secretary of State's office in Tren
ton, in the Book of Surveys, page 103, and designated
in the margin, "Re-survey of Hopewell tract for Col.
31,000."
Cox,
This survey was made by Daniel
Leeds, in September, 1707.
A copy may be found in
the local history of Hopewell township, hereinafter
given.

Daniel Coxe was Governor

CHAPTER XLVII.

Coxe,1

20, 1685.

of West Jersey from
shares of pro

1687 to 1690, and he owned twenty-two

priety.

While Governor he obtained through his
agent, Adlord Bowde, a deed for a tract of land
which seems to cover the whole of Hopewell town
ship, executed by eleven Indian chiefs, dated March
30, 1688.
The consideration was a variety of goods
and

chattels,

including wampum,

kettles, knives,
needies, lead, shot, powder, guns,
" To
pipes, tobacco, rum, and beer. It was addressed
come,"
people
present
all
to whom this
writing shall
and was signed by Hoham, Teplagpaman, Meroppe,
shirts, stockings,

Weweenoling,
Lammusecon,
Pleeze, Meheekissue,
Copenakoniskow,
Nehuoing,
Neheekan, Shawsuna,
as Indian Sachimachers and owners of the said tract
of land. The witnesses were Thomas Budd, Henry
Greenland,2
Thomas Bowman, William Biddle, Jr.,
John Wells, interpreter.
This Indian deed is a bright page in the history of

this locality and of the State, for it shows that the
lands of the aborigines were not wrested from them
by force, under the proprietors, in the name of the
crown of England. We see here Daniel Coxe, the
Governor of West Jersey, holding a title derived from
the grant of Charles II., king of Great Britain, a title
acquired by conquest, but not by conquest over these
Indians, yet purchasing a title from the latter who
were the original and rightful occupants of the soil.
The early settlers of Hopewell acquired title to

their lands directly or indirectly from this Col. Daniel
Cox.
Nearly five thousand acres of this thirty thou
sand-acre tract were taken by about fourteen pur
chasers from Thomas Revell, agent of the West

Jer

Their title from
Revell was of questionable validity, and some of the
purchasers under that title were evicted in ejectment
suits brought against them. The title of Daniel Cox
was established in those suits by the Supreme Court
of New Jersey. Previous to March 15, 1713-14, Bur
sey Society, between 1688 and 1696.

lington County included Maidenhead,

Hopewell,

and

Amwell, but at that date Hunterdon County was set
off by act of the Provincial Assembly, making the
Assanpink Creek the southern boundary, including

This section having been divided into parts and dis
tributed among the proprietors, the tract called the
tract,"
" thirty-thousand-acre
above the Falls of the
Delaware, now the city of Trenton, fell to Thomas
Sadler and Edward Billinge, who conveyed their in

1 This name Coxe is written sometimeswith and sometimeswithout
the e.
2 This is probably Dr. Henry Greenland,the first settler in the vicinity
of Princeton, who lived on the Castle-Howardfarm as early as1681,and
is mentionedin the deedof Penn to Stockton, in 1701.
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what are now Trenton, Ewing, Lawrence, Hopewell,
in Mercer, with Morris, Sussex, Warren, and Hunter
don Counties.
That portion of Mercer County which lay south of
the Assanpink and belonged to the county of Bur
on the south by the Rancocas, on
the west by the Delaware, on the east by the province
line, and on the north by the Assanpink, comprised
lington, bounded

Tenth,"

was known as " Yorkshire
so called
because the purchasers of that part of the State had
" tenths."
divided their land into
The township of
which
was
formed near the close of the
Nottingham,
what

seventeenth century, about 1692, was made up of a
portion of the " Yorkshire Tenth" tract. That old
township of Nottingham comprised all of Hamilton
township, including South Trenton and Chambersburg.
The title to these lands was derived from the
West Jersey proprietors.
The early title to most of the lands in Princeton
township was derived directly from William Penn,
one of the proprietors.
He conveyed by deed to
Richard Stockton a tract of five thousand five hun
dred

therefrom fifteen hundred
acres, excepting
acres, which he had probably sold to others, along
the province line, and which would take in the
neighborhood of Cedar Grove.
Thomas Warne, who
was also one of the proprietors, sold and conveyed
twelve hundred acres to benjamin Clarke in 1696,
and Dr. Gordon was at an earlier date the owner of
eight hundred acres between the main street of
Princeton and Stony Brook, on the southeast of the
village.
This would cover all the township except

the corner about Kingston Mills, including the plan
tation of Dr. Henry Greenland, occupied as early as
1681, and the ancient lands of David Brlnson, and
that land which lies between the Penn-Stockton tract
and the Van Horn tract, which may contain about
two thousand five hundred, acres ; so that the title

was all well established, the land purchased, and
occupied by permanent settlers at the beginning of

a.d. 1700.
The early settlers within the boundaries of Mercer
County comprised immigrants of various nationalities
and of various religious faith.
The land was chiefly
taken up by purchasers, with a view of settlement,
between 1680 and 1710.
The first settlements were
on both sides, advancing
as high up as Trenton.
a few settlements made by Swedes

made along the Delaware
from below Philadelphia

There had

been

before the arrival of the Quakers whom Penn had
induced to seek homes in West Jersey.
But it was
upon the arrival of the vessels filled with immi
grants from England, almost entirely Quakers, who
came up the Delaware and settled in what then was
Burlington County, extending to the "Yorkshire
Tenth" and to Trenton Falls, that the early settle
ment began, and this

was

not

earlier

than

1680.

From this date the settlers began to increase in num
ber, and by the close of the first decade in the eigh

teenth century the most of the land had been sold
and subdivided, and was in possession of its owners,
though many of the farms contained from five hun
dred to one thousand acres. While lower West Jersey
was settled by a majority of Quakers, the upper por
tion was not so settled. There were Quakers among
the early settlers of old Hopewell and Maidenhead,

north of the Assanpink ; but Episcopalians, and es
pecially Presbyterians, came into those townships
from East Jersey and from New England, as well as
There was a mixed
directly from the mother-country.
population
from England, Scotland, Holland, and
Episcopalians,
Quakers,
France, of Presbyterians,

and Baptists, and this mixed population occupied a
considerable portion of old Nottingham and the

Windsors also.
The first settlers . of Princeton were principally
Quakers, and there were at first only a few families
who did not belong to that society ; but from 1710
other religious denominations began to multiply, and

in time the Quakers lost the ascendency in the town
ship.

The names of some of the early settlers, with a
sketch of their families, though necessarily very im
perfect, will be found in the local history of each
township, in their order, hereinafter given.

CHAPTER XLVIII.
ORGANIZATION:

TOWNSHIPS,
CITIES,
AND POPULATION.

VILLAGES,

The county of Mercer was created by two several
acts of the Legislature, and thereby securing votes
enough to carry both acts separately, which could
not have been done if the measure had been proposed
in one bill. The members from Somerset County
were willing to vote for the new county provided no
portion of Somerset County should be annexed to
such new county.

The first bill, which was passed Feb. 22, 1838, took
of Hunterdon, Burlington, and Middlesex
Counties, but none of Somerset.
Its first section de

parts

fined its boundaries as follows :
"That all those parts of the counties of Hunterdon, Burlington, and
Middlesex contained within the following boundaries,viz. : Beginning
on the river Delaware, at the mouth of Crosswicks Creek, and at the
extreme western point of the division line between the townships of
Nottingham and Chesterfield,in the county of Burlington, and running
thence up snid creek and along the middle of the same,and as the same
runs its several courses to the boundary line of Monmouth County;
thence northwestwardly along said line until it strikes the boundary
line of the township of East Windsor, iu the county of Middlesex,
which divides said towship from the county of Monmouth; thence
down the middle of said brook to a new road leading to Milford; thence
along said road eastwardly to the westerly line of Louis Biggs' land;
thence along Baid line northwardly to the middle of Millstone River;
thence down the said river along the mi Idle thereof,the several courses
of the same,to the line dividing the countieBof Somerset and Middle
sex ; thence southwestwardly along said dividing line to the line of the

TOWNSHIPS,

CITIES, VILLAGES, AND POPULATION.

county of Hunterdon; thence along the line dividing the
counties of
Somersetand Hunterdon to a point therein where the same crossesthe
road called the Pennington road, leading from the village
of Rocky Hill
to the village of Pennington; thence continuing
along the middle of
said road to the Delaware River, at Titusville; thence
down said river
the several courses,and including the islands
belonging to this State,
to the place of beginning, be and the same is hereby
erectedinto a sep
arate county, to be called the county of Mercer."

This included Nottingham in Burlington, the
Windsors in Middlesex, and Lawrence and a part
of Hopewell in Hunterdon.
On the 27th day of February, 1838, five days after

the previous
boundaries

act was enacted, an act to establish the
township was passed as

of Montgomery

follows, viz. :
" All that part of the
township of Montgomery in the county of Som

ersetwhich lies south of the following line, to wit : Beginning on the
Millstone River where the boundary line betweenthe counties of Mid
dlesex and Somerset crosses the same,continuing down said river to
the original southeasterlycorner of a tract of land called the Van Horn
tract, and thence running westerly along the original south boundary
of said tract, and continuing on in the samecourseto the middle of the
road called the Pennington road, leading from tbe village of Rocky Hill
to the village of Pennington, and thencewesterly along the middle of
said road to the boundary line of the county of Somerset,shall be and
the sameis hereby attachedto and madea part of the county of Mercer,
. . . and Baid line shall hereafter be the boundary line between the
county of Mercer and the county of Somerset."1

While the Somerset members of the Legislature
who voted for the former act were unwilling to vote
for this act which dismembered their own county,
other members

counties who withheld
their votes from the former act gave their votes for
this one, and thus the county of Mercer was formed
as originally designed by those who projected the
from

other

measure.

The first act left Princeton half in the county of
Somerset and included the other half in Mercer. The
second act made a new township from a part of Mont
gomery and West Windsor, and called it the town
ship of Princeton, and annexed
of Mercer.

it

to the new county

of the new county till
party, having a majority
in the Legislature, made many changes in the lines of
townships and counties in the State, and passed an
These were the boundaries

act March 13, 1844, "re-annexing the township of
Hopewell, in the county of Mercer, to the county of
Hunterdon." This was so strongly a partisan move
unwise, that with the other
of crooked lines" at the same

session, the people, in the fall of 1844, rose in their
displeasure and elected a Whig Legislature.
And
among other acts passed by that body restoring old
lines was the act entitled "An Act to re-annex the
township of Hopewell, in the county of Hunterdon, to
Mercer," approved
Feb. 5, 1845.
the county of

By this act not only that portion of old Hopewell
which had been annexed to Mercer in 1838 in form
ing the county was re-annexed, but the whole of old
Hopewell

township extending to the Amwell
1 Act of Assembly, 1838.

line now

stands.

The county was named after Gen. Hugh Mercer,
who fell at the battle of Princetoo, Jan. 3, 1777.
The county of Mercer now contains eleven town

ships, including Trenton and Chambersburg, both of
whose city limits are co-extensive with the township
boundaries, viz. : Chambersburg, Ewing, Hamilton,
Lawrence, Millham, Princeton, Trenton,
Washington, East Windsor, and West Windsor.
The histories of these townships are severally given
in their alphabetical order in this volume, and to
them our readers are referred for such local informa
tion as may be pertinent to them as separate organi
Hopewell,

zations. Our township historians have endeavored to
gather up and record details and annals which have
not hitherto been published, and they have incorpo
so much of previously pub
matter, documentary and otherwise, as would
seem necessary to make the volume as complete a
local history as the enterprise of the work contem
plated.
The history given of the organization of the

rated in their narrative
lished

townships

is documentary, but great difficulty and
much imperfection have been experienced in tracing
the families of early settlers. It may seem strange

in some instances to our readers that certain families,
and it may be prominent persons, have been unno
ticed by the township historian, but the explanation
may be found in the ignorance, and in some instances
the unwillingness, of the present living representa
tives to communicate what they know of the unwrit
ten history and genealogy of their ancestors. These
local writers applied to the natural source of informa
tion, and sometimes after going from family to family
and failing to glean anything of the traditions or
records of the ancestral branch, they were obliged to
abandon the pursuit.
the growth

For the history of early set
of villages, the institutions of
religion and education, the industrial pursuits, the
social and political progress of the people, the streams,
tlements,

1844, when the Democratic

ment, and so palpably
alleged " straightening

was included and annexed to Mercer as the
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boundary

roads, and internal improvements, and the natural
features of the country, our readers are referred to
what has been written under the heads of the several
townships.

There are but four incorporated cities or boroughs
in the county, viz. : Trenton, Princeton, Hightstown,
and Chambersburg.

The city of Trenton is the most ancient and the
Its original charter embraced
much territory which has since been set off from it.
Its first charter was dated Sept. 6, 1746. It traces its
name to William Trent, who had come from Scotland
to Philadelphia and thence in 1714 to the Delaware
Falls, where he purchased from the Mahlon Stacy
tract of land eight hundred acres on both sides of the
Assanpink, and he removed his residence there. He
gave an impulse to the growth of the village, and
having given in 1720 or thereabout a lot to the
county of Hunterdon for a court-house and jail where
largest of the four.
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great floods. Mr. Burr was its architect.
has been modified of late years somewhat, and
adapted to, the additional use of the Pennsylvania
withstood

It

business-place.
It
particularly described in the
one thou
history of East Windsor. Its population
sand three hundred and fifty-five.
Chambersburg was incorporated as borough in the

It

year 1872.

has obtained its rapid growth through

Railroad Company, as well as for common travel.
Another bridge has been erected across the Delaware
at the upper end of the city.
This, too, is of great
value to Trenton in its intercourse and trade with
citizens of Pennsylvania.
The city of Trenton has also been for nearly one
hundred years the seat of the State capital, which
adds to its dignity and appearance as well as to its
trade and business ; and the presence of other State

its manufacturing

institutions adds much to the interest and importance
of the city. But more of this in a subsequent chapter.
This city gains importance also from its being the
capital of the county, where the county courts are
held, and the county buildings are situated ; with all
these advantages, and with a valuable water-power,
it has become a prominent manufacturing city, and

the

There is but little doubt
that Millham and Chambersburg will soon be an
nexed to the city of Trenton, and be consolidated
with it in one municipal government. The popula
tion of Trenton in 1880 was 29,910 ; of Chambers
burg, 5437 ; and of Millham, not less than 1500 ;
making a combined city population of about 37,000
inhabitants, at present say 40,000.
When our readers
come to the long chapter devoted to the city of Tren
ton they will be fully apprised of the extent and
character of this peculiarly attractive and prosperous
city.
We add only that thus far its growth and de
velopment have been slow, but stable and sure; its

capitalists have been cautious, its municipal govern
ment has been conservative and economical, its relig
ious sentiment has been demonstrative and diffusive,
but it will hardly be denied that its public spirit, as
manifested in public enterprises for the health and

ornamentation
and higher development of the city,
has hitherto been somewhat paralyzed by a timidity
which was more excusable in former generations than
in the last half-century.
Princeton, it will be seen, is a beautiful university

is

is

of the unincorporated towns of
Titusville, Hopewell, Mount Rose,
Woodsville, Harbortown, Marshall's Corner, Stoutsand most attractive
county,

burg.

In Ewing, Greensburg, Ewingville, Birmingham.
In Lawrence, Lawrenceville, Princessville, Baker's
Basin, Lawrence

Station.

In Hamilton, Hamilton

Square, Sandtown or Mercerville, Yardville, Groveville, N. Crosswicks, Extonville.

In Washington, Sharon, New Canton,
Newtown, Robbinsville.
In East Windsor, Milford.

Windsor,

In West Windsor, Clarksville, Port Mercer, Penn's
Neck, Edinburgh, Dutch Neck.
In Princeton, Cedar Grove, Stony Brook, Princeton,
Princeton Basin, Mount Lucas.
The population of the county of Mercer
by the
census of 1880, given at fifty-eight thousand and
is,

steadily.

The histories of the townships bring to notice sev
eral villages and hamlets throughout the county.
In Hopewell are mentioned Pennington, the largest

sixty-one

(58,061) inhabitants,

made up as follows,

viz.

:

as such is growing

interests and as a suburb of Trenton.
growing rapidly, its situation
pleasant, and
contains some handsome streets and residences.
It
has a population of five thousand four hundred and
thirty-seven.

It

it

and eighty thousand dollars.
It was a remarkable
structure for strength and durability. The floor was
supported by iron rods hanging from arches. It has

Hightstown became an incorporated borough in the
year 1853.
It is the principal town in East Windsor,
and was stimulated in its growth by the business of
the Camden and Amboy Railroad, which passed
through
and in former years made
a very active
is

the falls the Delaware is spanned by a wooden bridge
which was built in 1804-6 at the cost of one hundred

hundred and nine.

it

pink Creek separating Trenton from South Trenton.
It is fifty-five miles southwest of New York, thirty
miles northeast from Philadelphia, ten miles south
west from Princeton, twenty-six
miles from New
Brunswick on the Raritan, and one hundred and
sixty-six miles from Washington, D. C. Just below

joyed many modern improvements and advantages
which many much larger towns have not been able
It is the depository of many treasures and
to obtain.
gifts.
Its local history will be read with interest.
The population1 of the borough is three thousand two

a

This city has been of slow growth, though eligibly
and handsomely situated at the head of tide-water
navigation on the beautiful Delaware, with the Assan

town, highly and healthfully situated, and whose
prosperity consists in the prosperity of the institu
tions established there. Its charter bears date 1813.
Its population is under four thousand, but it has en

is

now the old Trenton Bank stands, the inhabitants
called the town after Mr. Trent, — Trenton, often
called in former years Trentown and Trentstown.

it,
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Chambersburg
East Windsor
Ewing
Hamilton
Hopewell
Lawrence

5,427
2,271
2,412
3,370
4,462
3,174

.Princeton
Trenton
Washington
West Windsor
Total

4,348
29,910
1,281
1,396
58,061

In the above Millham was counted in Lawrence,
not having been then set off as an independent town
ship.
By the census of 1870 the population
was 45,057.

of the county

PLACES OF HISTORIC INTEREST.
Mercer County is divided into three legislative
They have recently been redistricted.
The First District is composed of the townships of
Ewing, Hopewell, Lawrence, Princeton, West Wind
sor, East Windsor, Hamilton, and Washington.
The Second District is composed of the First, Sec
ond, Fifth, and Seventh Wards of Trenton, and of
Millham.
Tke Third District is composed of the Third,
Fourth, and Sixth Wards of Trenton, and of Cham

districts.

bersburg.

Mercer County belongs to the Second Congres
District, which is composed of Mercer, Bur
lington, Ocean, and Atlantic Counties.
sional
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Trenton was occupied by the Hessian soldiers of
CornwaUis'
army during the middle of December,
1776, while Gen. Washington with the American
army had retreated across the Delaware and encamped

in Pennsylvania.
The recrossing the Delaware on
Christmas night by Washington
and his army, their
march to Trenton, and their splendid surprise and cap
ture of the Hessian army on the morning of the 26th
December, 1776, and the military exploitsof Washing
ton on the banks of the Assanpink on the 2d of January
following, involving a battle in the evening and a
strategic retreat to Princeton during the night, made
Trenton one of the earliest and most noted places in
the history of the Revolutionary war; and additional
lustre was given to these events by Gen. Washington
when, in 1789, on his journey to New York to be in
augurated President of the United States, he was wel

CHAPTER XLIX.
PLACES

OF HISTORIC INTEREST.

The

whole of Mercer County may be described as
The territory, though
a place of historic interest.
small, occupies a position so prominent on the great

of travel and transportation between
New York and Philadelphia, or more extensively be
tween New England on one side and the Southern and
Western States on the other, that it has from its natu
ral position and from necessity been appropriated by
Far back in the cen
use as the nation's highway.
turies, before the advent of the white man to these
ancient forests, before the Dutch, French, or English
touched our soil or traversed our streams, the Indian
path of the aborigines between the Raritan at New
Brunswick and the Falls of the Delaware passed along
thoroughfare

and upon where afterwards the first white settlers
opened their first wagon-road, called the king's high
way, which came through Mercer County, on what is
still the old road from Princeton to Trenton by Stony

This ancient road therefore
Brook and Maidenhead.
has a historic interest.
The province line, which was the ancient division
line in the partition of the colony between East aud
West Jersey, and which seems to have so impressed
itself upon the history of New Jersey that it will not
pass into oblivion, has left its perpetual monument
in its straight course across this county. There is
though it may
historic interest in this invisible line,
hardly be called a place.
Trenton is eminently a place of historic interest.
Burlington County, and then
Far back when it was in
Revolution, while it was
the
before
Hunterdon,
in
" the Falls" on the Delaware, it was the
known as
pioneer traveler's stopping-place when, on his journey

Pennsylvania and Delaware,
across the province to
eigh
he crossed the Delaware River. Early in the
court-house
Hunterdon
County
teenth century the
remained from 1719
was established there, where it

till

1785.

comed by the ladies of Trenton and escorted by the
white-robed
choir under the floral arch across the
Assanpink.
So Trenton, though without any other
monument than the ever-abiding
written a historic place.

Assanpink,

must be

And if the passing and repassing of both the British
and American armies in the Revolutionary war over
the roads and fields ; if the cantonments of the enemy
planted in adjoining neighborhoods, inspiring the peo

ple with fear, and if the depredation by lawless sol
diery upon the stock and produce of the country are
worthy of being recorded among the terrible fruits of
war, then the townships of Lawrence, Hopewell, Ew
ing, Hamilton, and West Windsor furnish material
for the historic page.
The banks of the Delaware at a place called Wash
ington's Crossing, in Hopewell township, about eight
miles above Trenton, indicate the place where Wash
ington with his twenty-four
hundred men, besides
horses and twenty pieces of artillery, in small boats,

at night over a swollen stream filled with floating ice,
recrossed the Delaware on Christmas night in 1776,
and which he repeated about a week later, cannot but
arrest the attention of the traveler passing that way,
and recall to his mind the great events which followed
and were connected with that historic spot.
Princeton is pre-eminently a place of historic in

Its Revolutionary annals are peculiarly full
of interesting history, both local and national.
The
church, the State, and the nation turn to its history

terest.

to note important events and to commemorate the
character and services of many of its distinguished
public men who li'-ed before, during, and after the
Revolution. It is a place where the fires of the Rev

olution were kindled, where leading sons of liberty
took wise counsel together, where the ablest and most
patriotic men of the colony discussed and weighed
the question of national independence, where two of
the signers of the Declaration resided, both of whom
were personally known at the court of Great Britain,
of the State government
where the organization
under a Constitution

which antedated the declaration
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scarred by British balls, and the still standing house
in which Mercer died, with the stains of his blood
upon the floor, are surely all places of historic interest.

And in addition to all these, for several months in
the year 1783 the American Congress held a session in
Princeton, using the college library and chapel for
their meetings, drawing around them foreign minis
ters and their /families, and Gen. Washington closing
their session with a festive celebration of peace, which
was announced in the college chapel in the presence
of ladies and gentlemen of distinction.
If such events
do not make a place
more can be required?

pre-eminently historic, what
Need the visitor be taken to
" Tusculum," to " Morven," or to the Quaker bury
ing-ground and to the Witherspoon Street Cemetery,

illustrious dead lies

?

branches of the government.

Though not magnificent

and pretentious in its exterior architecture,
a very
large building, and one of which Jerseymen may well
surrounded with neatly-kept grounds,
be proud. It
and
the most attractive place in the city to invite
strangers to visit.

The State Library occupies a southern wing in
the capitol, and has been growing with the building
for
hundred years. At the present time the State
library and the law library are consolidated, the
former occupying the galleries and the latter the
alcoves on the floor, the institution being admirably
arranged and excellently governed.
It the gem of
the State-house.
The court-rooms are large and well
is

where the dust of Princeton's

has become a grand and commodious capitol,
superior in any of the States, so
scarcely having
far as handsome and convenient rooms for all the
purposes of the State Department
concerned and
required by the executive, legislative, and judicial
is

Church, the bridge at Worth's Mills, the battle-field,
the hundred
unmarked
graves, old Nassau Hall

ing forty years ago ; it was rough-cast, of bluish color,
and a large room in each end,
with a cupola upon
one for the Assembly and one for the Council. It
has been enlarged and altered again and again by
the outlay of several hundred thousand dollars, until

it

who

is

Washington,

it,

under

a

was fought

his life in the fight, and in which Mercer
and other noble officers lost their lives, but which re
sulted in a cheering and brilliant victory over the
enemy. The Quaker road at Stony Brook, the Quaker

was purchased, and the original old State-house, to
gether with an office for the Secretary of State, were
erected upon it. It was a very quaint-looking build

is

engagements
periled

The State Capitol. — The seat of the State gov

ernment was fixed at Trenton by the Legislature in
1790. The present handsome lot on West State Street,
extending to the low- water line of the Delaware River,

is

in the college, the church, and the town, burning the
houses and plundering the homes of the patriots.
It is a place where a sharp and deadly battle in three

dollars.

as a blunder

it

leading men were most frequently held ; where Wash
ington and his troops were quartered ; where Corn
waUis and his troops were also quartered for weeks

It is almost universally regarded
that the court-room should be on the
third high floor, to be reached by ascending nearly a
hundred hard iron steps.
thousand

it

of independence was organized, and where its first
Legislature held its first session ; where, during the
progress of the Revolution, the Council of Safety, the
sessions of the Legislature, and the conferences of

a
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furnished and tastefully decorated, and the Senate and
Assembly rooms are gorgeous and convenient.
All

The county of Mercer has the honor and the ad
vantage of having the State capitol and many im
portant institutions of the State located within its
boundaries.
The building belonging to the national
government for the use of the city post-office and for
the United States courts is also at Trenton.
These

buildings are the most imposing public structures that
are to be seen in Trenton or in the county, except the
lunatic asylum and what may be found in Princeton.
The United States Post-Office and Government
Building'
is situated on the corner of State and Stock
ton Streets.

It

is a beautiful

three-story

sandstone

building, the front floors devoted to the city postoffice, and the remainder of the building is appro
priated to the use of the United States courts and the
offices connected with them. It is one of the most
imposing buildings in the city, erected at great ex
pense, and its estimated cost, when completed, has
been declared in Congress to be nearly four hundred

the offices and appointments

are simply luxurious.
The State Prison. —This
very costly and ex
tensive building, of the Egyptian order of architecture,
situated in South Trenton, and was erected in 1836,
with one hundred and fifty cells. It has been from

time to time enlarged by the addition of several long
wings and work-shops.
It
a very elaborate affair,
holding at present over eight hundred prisoners.
This prison superseded the original one, which was
quite near this new one, and which
now kept
is

THE SEAT OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT AND OF
NATIONAL AND STATE INSTITUTIONS.

is
a

L.

is

CHAPTER

for

the State Arsenal.
The original was built in 1797,
and still bears the old inscription on its front, "Labor,
Penitence."
Silence,
The prison system of the State
demands solitary confinement, hard labor, and silent
intercourse, but the prison has become too crowded
with inmates to permit this system to be strictly ad
hered to in practice.

The Normal School— This institution was estab
by the Legislature in 1855.
Its object was to
train teachers for common schools. The present build
ing on Clinton Street, in the city of Trenton, was
erected in that year, and Professor W. F. Phelps opened
lished

THE SEAT OF HIGH EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

landscape

view from the majestic

three stories, the whole length extending over two
This is New Jersey's favorite institu
thousand feet.
tion, a monument of her wisdom and Christian hu
manity.
There are in it five hundred and seventyseven patients, and it requires about one hundred
and fifty thousand dollars per year to maintain it.
This is paid by the State, by the counties, and by
private individuals. It is a very important institution,
The portrait of
and seems to be very well managed.
Miss Dix should adorn the walls of this institution, or
a mural tablet should commemorate her indefatigable
perseverance in arousing the public mind, and besieg
ing the Legislature to take up this noble charity.
To ignore the presence and influence of these sev

eral "national and State institutions, not the buildings
alone, but the uses made of them, and the demand
they make upon the home market, the frequent at
tendance upon them by citizens from other counties
in the State, especially the attendance upon the
courts and the Legislature, would be to omit a very
important chapter in the history of the city of Tren
In this respect this county
ton and of Mercer County.
peculiar advantages.
is peculiarly situated, and enjoys

CHAPTER LI.
THE SEAT OF HIGH EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.
and benefited by the re
that exist within its
learning
of
institutions
nowned
private and independent
limits, though they may be
J35

As a State is honored

a

is

a

is

is

gave through its president, its sons, and its patrons
to the cause of liberty and independence. The bless
ings which
bestows yearly in diffusing education in
its various grades among the sons of this and other
exhibits in all its departments of
in
its
study,
endowments, in its magnificent
buildings, in its library and other appliances of col
lege work, and in its grand school of science, are
known and felt with peculiar force by the people of
this county.
Old Nassau Hall on its high elevation,
States

the growth

and

with its large cluster of beautiful, costly, and magnifi
cent college-buildings
around
with its large fac
ulty, with over five hundred students in attendance,
and intrusted with several millions of property,
public treasure, a public trust,
local power planted
upon the soil of this county, and challenging the
sympathy and protection of our citizens and our civil

is
a

a most beautiful

building that has been erected upon it. The central
building is four stories high, with divers wings of

The filial cry of Alma Mater sent up yearly from its dis
tinguished alumni who are scattered abroad through
out the world, and many of them in high places of
power and influence,
not without affection and
pride.
It the mother of statesmen, of philosophers,
of scientists, of educators.
It came down through
the Revolutionary war with honored scars, but with
the gratitude of the new nation for the loyal support

institutions.

The Princeton Theological Seminary of the
Church
an institution
hardly less
It was estab
widely known than Princeton College.
lished in 1812, the oldest of all the theological semi
naries of that denomination
in this country.
It
beautifully situated near the college in Princeton, yet
unconnected with it. It has been endowed with mil
It has costly and massive public
lions of dollars.
buildings for its use, with a valuable library and other
appliances of study.
It has been distinguished with
Presbyterian

is

1844, but

1848, is situated

it

till

Princeton College, known in its charter as " The
College of New Jersey," which
twenty years older
than the State of New Jersey,
in this county. It
has a proud history which the world delights to read.

;

which was not ready for
about two and a half
miles northwest of Trenton, in Ewing township, on
the Delaware and Belvidere Railroad, near the Dela
ware River, on an elevated tract of land, which affords
patients

planted

a

origin dates A.D.

schools of literature, science, and theology
and flourishing within its borders.

is

cost of a little less than forty thousand dollars.
The State Lunatic Asylum, whose legislative

do.
So the county of Mercer derives honor and im
portance from the presence and power of distinguished

it

The State Industrial School for Girls, established
by the Legislature in 1871, has recently been located
on a farm of seventy-nine acres, in Ewing township,
near the Lunatic Asylum. A new building has been
erected and furnished on the farm by the State, at the

as battle-fields

is

architectural interest of Trenton, and the institutions
themselves are a source of profit as well as intellectual
advantage to the city and the county.

is

S. Hart, principal, who became successor of Professor
Phelps as principal of the Normal School also in 1865.
These two buildings are large, and contribute to the

it

quently established, and a suitable building was erec
ted on a lot adjoining the Normal, with Professor John

;

A " Model School" for practical experience in teach
ing in connection with the Normal School was subse

of State support and State control, so
county in
which such institutions are located must, by reason
of its closer proximity to them, receive their more
immediate and felt influences.
And this principle
grows more emphatic as the area contracts within the
limits of the town or city in which they are estab
lished.
The fame of
town
often due to the
celebrity of some world-renowned school established
there. The homes of illustrious men often lend dig
nity and public character to counties and States, just

it

the school the same year, before the building was com
pleted.
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eminent and honored professors who consecrated the
first half-century of its existence.
It has now an en
larged faculty of seven professors, with an attend
ance of about one hundred and forty students.

HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

532

large
trained for college and for unprofessional life
number of young men who have become prominent
and highly honored.
While
has been highly es
teemed in this county and liberally supported by a

cherished.

local patronage,
has gained a wide reputation
throughout all the States, and on its roll of graduates
are names from many foreign countries in Europe,
Asia, and South America, and from nearly all the
States of this Union. The large stone classical build

In

it

it

a

This, too, is a great power and a great honor, and is
recognized as such throughout the country, and its
influence upon the ecclesiastical institutions of this
county, in which it is located, is happily enjoyed and
chapter of the local history of
Princeton, hereinafter given, a full historical sketch
of both the college and seminary will be found.
an appropriate

The Pennington Seminary and Female Collegi

ing, with pleasant surroundings, on the old road from
quiet and pleasant village
Princeton to Trenton, in
noted for order and good morals, combines more of

in

and for training young men for college, for teaching,
or business.

the home comforts and security of the family, with
the manly training of the students, than most classi
cal boarding-schools
are able to afford. Situated in
the centre of the county, with
history of seventy-

two departments, male and female, are entirely sepa
rate. Twenty-five acres of land are connected with

two years, without denying its national reputation,
the county of Mercer cherishes
as one of her im
portant institutions of learning.
The trustees of the
John C. Green estate have purchased this institution,

Classical and Commercial
at Lawrenceville,
in the

established

county of Mercer, in 1810, by the Rev. Isaac V.
Brown, 'D.D., and which has been under the control
and direction of the Rev. Dr. Samuel M. Hamill and

it

is

is

brother since 1837,
an unincorporated institution
for preparing boys for college or for a business life.
It a first-class boarding-school, and in have been

a

it

a

a

it

is

it

The Lawrenceville

High School,

is

it

is

ferring the regular degree of Bachelor of Philosophy.
an important institution to
It as promising as
the Baptist denomination, and its able corps of in
in'
structors attract many pupils from families
that part
of the county who are outside of that denomination.

it

3,
a

men who do not propose to go to college;
course
for young ladies, similar to the scientific course for
the young men.
Ladies and gentlemen have equal advantages and
graduate on equal terms, both receiving diplomas con

ought to be, and whether the grade
of intelligence
among the people
higher ratio in
advancing in
this than in other counties, we have not the data to
test and to determine, nor do we desire to do so.
a

2,
a

;

:

1,
a

is

and twenty thousand dollars, and
well equipped
and adapted to its use.
It has one hundred and
seventy-five students in attendance.
It has three
departments, viz.
preparatory course to prepare
scientific course for young
young men for college

of Mercer County that they can attend its sessions
and still board at home.
The Normal and Model Schools, though State in
stitutions, and as such have been noticed in the pre
ceding chapter, should be remembered as of special
local advantage to the county in which they are situ
ated as
home agency in popular education.
Female Academies.— There
one at Hopewell,
one at Hightstown, one at Lawrenceville, and one at
Pennington,
which are public boarding and day
schools, unconnected with other higher institutions.
These are noticed in the local history of the township.
Without referring to divers other private schools,
or to the great system of common schools as fully car
ried out in this as in any other county,
must be
evident that the citizens of Mercer County are living
more in the presence of the higher institutions of
learning, and more under the influence and exhibition
of intellectual forces and stimulus of study than those
of any other county in the State. Whether this at
mosphere of colleges and schools
appreciated as
is

is

of centre and wings in line, extending two hundred
and fifty-five feet in length, and
five stories high,
including attic and basement. It cost one hundred

The Trenton Business College should also be
enumerated among our important institutions of learn
ing.
It so convenient of access to the young men

is

it

it,

contributed about fifty thousand dollars to
and
was named in honor of him. The college building now
in use was formally opened Oct. 26, 1869. It consists

paratory school in the city of Trenton. It has trained
many students for Princeton College. Its students, of
course, have been chiefly day scholars from families of
the city.
It still prosperous school.
a

lished at Hightstown, in East Windsor township, by
and under the Baptists of New Jersey.
Thomas B.
Peddie, of Newark, was a liberal benefactor, having

an educational institu
The Trenton Academy
tion of an incorporated joint-stock company one hun
dred years old. During that long period
has been
the chief if not for years the only high classical pre

is

mencements attract a large public attendance yearly.
Peddie Institute is a literary institution estab

and are about to erect new buildings and establish
larger endow
first-class Preparatory School, with
ment than any similar institution in the country.

is

While this seminary is cherished by the Metho
dists as their denominational
preparatory school, it
has a local patronage from families in the county who
are not so ecclesiastically connected. More especially
is this the case in the female department.
Its com
it.

is

The buildings are two hundred and seventy feet
long and forty feet wide, and four stories high. The

a

was established at Pennington, in Hopewell township,
It is a school of high grade for both sexes,
1839.
designed to give young ladies a finished education,

a

ate Institute, an institution belonging to the New
Jersey Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
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CHAPTER LII.
ADMINISTRATION
HOUSE,

OFFICES,

OF JUSTICE — COUNTY COURT
AND JAIL— COURT OFFICIALS.

The creation of a new county involves the creation
of a new seat of justice, where new courts and all the
legal machinery of justice are constituted.
Citizens
within the new county are recalled from their jour
neys to the old court-house in the original county to
jurywhich they formerly belonged. The old
county

list is revised, and names which had become as famil
iar as household words in the old court-houses are
transferred to the new lists in the new county, and
become associated with names which had been known
The legislative
only in other distant county-seats.
act of erecting a new county is a very simple thing,
but its effect upon the people in dissevering their po
litical and civil relations to the counties to which
they severally had belonged is not altogether with
out regret, that old associations and ties are thus
broken, and old ways and familiar places are aban
doned for new ones.
If we take a stand
This is not mere sentiment.
where we could look over the territory of what now
composes Mercer County, fifty years ago we would see
the inhabitants of Trenton on the north side of the
Assanpink, and of Lawrence and Hopewell linked to
Flemington, where they were accustomed to go to
court as jurors, witnesses, litigants, and for other
legal business, while those on the south side of that

stream were wending their way to the courts at
Mount Holly, the capital of Burlington County.
And in like manner the citizens then in Montgom
ery township, on the north side of the Main Street of
Princeton, could be seen making their long journey
of eighteen miles to Somerville to attend the courts,
then held four times in a year ; while those on the
south side, including the Windsors, would drive to
New Brunswick, in Middlesex County, for the same
purpose, a distance of twenty miles.
In 'the absence of railroads, the common highway
to these several distant seats of justice would be lined
Every
with wagons, gigs, sulkies, and public stages.
lawyer kept his horse and sulky in those days, and

their attendance upon the county courts involved the
necessity of their remaining, generally, during the
jurors and witnesses.
whole week, and it was so with
The public hotels were thronged with people during
night.
The table
the whole term of court, day and
previous years
and
those
in
bar
set for the court and
judges
makes an interesting chapter in the history of
practiced
of
the
in the courts
and lawyers who
courts in those years were very dif
county.
County

present time. They were
ferent from those of the
more expensive and inconvenient, and they were at
tended with more conviviality it may be, but they
impressive upon the people of the county,
were more
knowledge of human rights and
and diffused more

OF JUSTICE.
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wrongs among the throngs who daily filled the court
room than is done at the present day. Those who
served on the grand and petit juries were freeholders

and the most solid and intelligent men of the county.
With the creation of Mercer County in 1838, all
this was changed.
The remote townships of those
several counties, whose inhabitants were from fifteen
to twenty miles distant from their county-seat of jus
tice, were detached from them and consolidated into
a new county, in which no family would be farther
than about a dozen miles from the county-seat.
It
change in the courts of the four old
counties.
The lawyers at Trenton and Princeton,
whose local clients had belonged to several different
counties, but now to one, and that at home, began to
made a visible

withdraw

attendance

from the old and more distant

county courts, and cultivate the business in the new
county in which they resided.

At this time the railroad came into use, and it be
came a common thing for all who attended court to
go home at night.

In

of justice in the county of
is
not
much
to state which does not be
there
Mercer,
long to the history of other counties. The people of
the administration

the county are intelligent and moral, and conse
The civil business transacted in
quently orderly.

the courts of the county is very much less now than
in the earlier years of the county. The civil calen
dar seems to grow shorter and shorter yearly.
The
cases litigated are very few, and seldom involve large
amounts or important legal principles.
Very, few
days of the term are required to try the causes which
are litigated in the Supreme or county circuits, some
times less than a week. It is a matter of wonder to
the bench and the bar that there is so little of liti
gated business in a county of fifty-eight thousand in
habitants, including the city of Trenton, which is not
only the capital of the State, but is a city of factories,
with a large foreign population, where there is a con
vergence of railroads which pass through all parts of
the county, and a large investment of capital in

It is quite inexplicable how all
banks and business.
the business of Trenton and of the county of Mercer
can be carried on year by year with so little com
plaint of wrong and breach of faith, and so little
resort to the courts for redress of grievances.
The
business in the Mercer courts is less than that in the
counties of Hunterdon, Warren, and Monmouth,
though she exceeds all those in population.

And the criminal side of the court corresponds with
the civil. The number of indictments found for the
higher grade of felonies is very small compared with
other counties in which there is present so large a
Since the county
city population.
manufacturing
was formed there has been but one conviction of
murder in the first degree, and that was followed by
capital execution.
That was the remarkable case of
Charles Lewis, for the murder of James Rowand, the
jeweler of Princeton, in 1862.
The arrest, the trial,
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the conviction, and the execution in that case did
honor to the administration of justice in the county.
We find but one other case of capital punishment

There is one facility in the trial of causes allowed
by law which has been unaccountably ignored in
this circuit, and that is the use of a public stenogra

inflicted for murder within the territorial limits of
this county, and that was in Hopewell, before this
James Guild,
county was formed, in the year 1827.
a colored boy, between thirteen and fourteen years of
age, killed Mrs. Beakes, a white woman, aged sixty
He was tried, convicted, and
years, with an ox-yoke.
executed at Flemington. The case is reported in
5 Halst. Rep. 163.
There have been other cases of homicide, and other
indictments for murder, but no other convictions in

pher.

cause may be carried up on error or on motion for a
new trial, it is of vital importance to have a clear
charge*
of
statement of the evidence, the rulings, and
The stenographic provision which is gen
the court.
erally adopted in other counties is not used here;
whether it is waived by the court or the bar we have no
information, but we infer that the court does not de
sire it. It would lessen the days of jury duty, and be
economical.

it,

the first degree followed by capital executions.
The public mind is not burdened with a sense of
infidelity on the part of the civil authorities in exe

In cases where the testimony is voluminous,
the time and labor required in taking the testimony
are so great that the business of the circuit must be
obstructed thereby, and especially in cases where the

We note
however, as a peculiarity in
of justice in this county at the

the administration
present time.

but this is rarely the case. In criminal cases the
leaning of all our courts seems to be against the ac
cused. The sentiment is as often heard expressed

The common law courts of the county remain as
in other counties of the State. The Common Pleas,
Orphans'
Courts are held by
Quarter Sessions, and
a law judge and pre
three judges, one of whom

the county, — Chief Justice Henry W. Green, from
1846 to 1860, with some exceptions, and Chief Justice
Beasly, from 1864 to the present time.

The legal ability of these eminent jurists has
added dignity and reputation to the bar, and greatly
assisted the legal profession in seeking justice for their
The associate justices who presided at this
clients.
circuit when the chief justice did not were Justices
Dayton, White, Randolph, and Brown, and others

occasionally.

The business of the court is transacted at one ses
This is done
sion a day, with a little recess at noon.
to accommodate counsel, parties, and jurors to go
The calendar for each term, with
home at night.
the list of jurors, is printed for the bar, and is dis
tributed also to some extent among the jurors. Sat
urday is growing to be a dies non at the court-house.

a

a

a

a

a

is

The sergeant-at-arms, or crier of the court, opens
Oyezf"
its sessions in the old style of "Oyez!
etc.
required
The constables are
to hold their staves, and
keep order in the court-room.
Looking at the question in every aspect, the con
must be reached that the people of Mercer
are peaceful and orderly, and,
may be
added, moral, whether
be due to the Quaker blood
still coursing in their veins, or to the influence of
their schools and churches, or to the pacific counsels
clusion

it

County

of the bar.
There
a District Court in the city of Trenton,
held by
law judge, which has the same jurisdiction
as the justice's

court.

Justice's courts have now jurisdiction when the
claim
two hundred dollars or less in amount, in
stead of one hundred dollars, as formerly, but this in
crease of jurisdiction involves no compulsion to select
the justice's court.
The Court-House.— The location of the court
house when

question
the county was formed was
usual in such cases, created a good deal
which, as
of interest and some divisions among divers sections
of the county. Some wanted
at Lawrenceville
a

It has been the honor of Mercer County to be
favored with the chief justices to preside over and to
hold the circuits of this county for about thirty-two
years out of the forty-four years of the existence of

formed.

it

involved,
most honorably vindicated the independence, impar
tiality, and integrity of those whose duty it was to
administer the law.

it

liar circumstances and political relations

is

stances there have been indictments, trials, convic
tions, fines, and.imprisonments, which from the pecu

only sits in the Oyer and Terminer when that class of
jus
tried which cannot be tried without
crimes
tice of the Supreme Court.
The court holds three terms in each year, instead
of four, as the law required when the county was first

a

bribery have been again and again presented before
the grand juries of Mercer County, and they have
received a thorough investigation, and in some in

tions of the liquor laws.
This court holds
session
week from term to term, except
at least one day in
perhaps in the month of August. The chief justice

is

But the people have strong confidence in the integ
rity and ability of our courts. It devolves upon the
courts of this county to take cognizance of criminal
offenses which arise sometimes in connection with the
Legislature
The charges of
sitting in Trenton.

The Sessions dispose of
majority of the criminal complaints by trying the
defendants without
jury when they waive the jury.
The cases are mostly larcenies, assaults, and viola

sides over these courts.

is

that the prisoner who has been convicted ought not
to have been convicted as that he who was acquitted
ought not to have been acquitted.

is

It happens
cuting the laws and enforcing justice.
sometimes that justice is cheated out of its victim,

OFFICIALS.

The lot on which the court-house stands is a large
beautifully situated on high ground on the
south side of Broad Street, with a fine view of the
one, and

Delaware westward.

another class may be saved from a long confinement

in the common jail of the county. The judges who
are shut up to the necessity of imposing such sentences
acknowledge the need of such
reformatory prison,
where those who have fallen for the first time into
crime, and who are not incorrigible felons, but who
would gladly be rescued from
felon's life and des
tiny, might be confined and subjected to reformatory
a

some at Hamilton Square, some at White Horse, and
some in Trenton.
But the strongest combination se
lected Mill Hill, in South Trenton, and it was de
cided by a majority of votes to build it at the latter
place.
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appliances.

The court-house was built by Charles Steadman,
architect, of Princeton.
The style of the structure is Grecian, with Corin
thian columns at the end fronting the street and also
in the rear. It was built of brick, stuccoed or rough
cast, with a basement underneath for a jail.
On the

first floor the grand jury and witnesses' rooms are on
the west side of the entry, and the rooms for the
jailer's family on the ease side.
The second floor is occupied by the court-room,

it

it,

with two small jury-rooms on each side of the entry
before reaching the court-room.
The court-room is one of the largest of the kind in
the State. There are ten large windows in
and
has much the appearance of a plain church.
The ar
order was spoiled somewhat by the cupola
and bell which were placed upon it.
On the right of the building as you enter the gate
from the street stands the clerk's office, and on the
left the surrogate's office. These were built of the same

The average number of prisoners daily
in the county jail in the year 1881 was seventy, each
one costing per week for maintenance two dollars
and fifty-two cents, and earning nothing.
A large
proportion

of these are tramps and disorderly

victs.

Mercer County Officers.
SHERIFFS.
1838 Richard Jaques.
1861.Robert L. Hutchinson.
1841.George T. Olmsted.
1864.GeorgeBrearley.
1844 Daniel D. Britton, died in 1867.Henry T. Cox.
office.
1870.Thomas Crozer.
1846 John Hammell.
1873. Benjamin F. Walton.
1849. Joseph Justice.
1875.Joseph S. Mouut.
1852.William Boswell.
1878.Charles H. Skirm.
1855.William Napton.
1881.Amos Sickel.
1858 John Muirheid.

chitectural

is

kind of material with the court-house, and are Greek
miniatures of it.' They have both been enlarged from
time to time, and are well provided with fire-proof
vaults and suitable furniture. Each office
desig
nated by neat gilt letters upon the door. The grounds
are neatly kept in grass and flower-beds, and are
surrounded with a substantial, massive iron fence on
the street.

The original cost of the building was about sixty
thousand dollars.

a

a

About twenty years ago
new jail was erected at
the southwest end of the court-house, on the same lot
and touching the main building, and after that

it

is

work-shop for the county was built on the southeast
corner, opposite the jail. The old jail had been re
peatedly presented by the grand jury of the county as
disgraceful and unsuitable, and this new one
well
adapted to the object for which
was built. It will

it,

is

bear inspection.
It well kept, but really not large
enough for the numbers that are committed to
It receives prisoners
many of them only temporarily.
justices'
courts of the city of Trenton
from the police
and other municipal boroughs of the county, as well
It also
as those who are properly county prisoners.
receives United States prisoners.
No reflecting man can witness the administration
of criminal justice in Mercer County and fail to see

the great need of an intermediate prison, by which a
certain class of prisoners can be saved from the great
wrong of being sent to the State prison, and by which

COUNTY CLERKS.
1838. Ralph H. Shreve.
1853.William R. Murphy.
1858.Robert C. Belville.

1868.Crowell Marsh.
1873. Randolph H. Moore.

con

HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

536

Ashmore, Richard Warren, Robert T. Purdy, John
Schenck.
The constables assigned to take charge of the grand

H. Rulon, Robert C. Hutchinson, W. Smith

jury were Alexander Hudnut and Ralph Gulick, both
of Princeton.
Richard S. Field, the attorney-general, prosecuted
the Pleas, as was then the practice of that officer,
though James Wilson was the prosecutor of the
county.

CHAPTER LIII.
HIGHWAYS,

RIVER AND CANAL NAV
IGATION.

RAILROADS,

One of the most ancient roads that traversed Mer
cer County was the old road from New Brunswick to
Trenton, or, as described before these names were as
Ferry,"
signed to those places, from " Inians
on the
Delaware,"
"
This road
Raritan, to the Falls of the
" In 1667, William
was originally an Indian path.

Edmundson, a public Friend, traveling southward
from New York, says he traveled all day with a Fin
from the Falls of the Delaware (southward) without
seeing a soul ; and from Middletown Point coming to
Delaware River, although with an Indian, they could
not find the way all day, and were obliged to go back
so as to find the Raritan River at any point, and
thence to follow its margin until they could find a
small landing from New York ; and thence to follow
a small path to Delaware Falls, and by this means
'
only they found their way. He says we saw no tame

animals in all the way " x
In 1748, Professor Kalm, the Swedish traveler,
passed over the same route from New Brunswick to
!'

Trenton,

and said,

I

" On the road from

Trenton

to

never saw any place in America,
peopled."
the towns excepted, so well
The same writer at that date, speaking of Trenton,
says, "The inhabitants of the place carried on a small
New Brunswick

trade with the goods which they got from Philadel
phia, but their chief gain consists in the arrival of the
numerous travelers between that city and New York ;
for they are commonly brought by the Trenton yachts

from Philadelphia to Trenton, or from thence to
Philadelphia. But from Trenton further to New
Brunswick the travelers go in wagons, which set out
place."
For between Phila
every day for that
delphia and Trenton all goods go by water, but be
tween Trenton and New Brunswick they are all car

ried by land, and both these conveniences belong to
town."
the people of this
This road passed through Kingston, Princeton, and

Lawrenceville to Trenton. It was the road over which
the armies of Washington, and of CornwaUis pursu
The Quaker
ing him, passed in December, 1776.
1Watson's Annals, vol. i. p. 74, note.

road from Crosswicks and Sandtown runs into it at
Worth's Mills on Stony Brook.
At the beginning of this century travel and cartage
had become so great on this route that greater facili
ties were demanded, and in 1804 a turnpike company
"
was chartered, known as the Straight Turnpike from
Brunswick,"
Trenton to New
going through Clarks-

ville, Pennsneck, and the Sand Hills. For a quarter
of a century there was extensive staging and carting
It is not now a toll-road.
on this road.
In 1807 the Princeton and Kingston Branch Turn
pike Company was incorporated.
It went from Tren
ton straight to Princeton, and thence on the old road
to Kingston, where it soon intersected the Straight
Turnpike, and also had a branch across Rocky Hill
to the Georgetown and New Brunswick turnpike,
through Ten-Mile and Six-Mile Run. This became
the most popular stage-route between Trenton and
New Brunswick in the days of staging across the
This Princeton and Kingston Branch pike
State.

has ceased to be a toll-road, though it has been
bought by the joint companies and its franchises
The old road from Trenton to
belong to them.

Pennington and to Hopewell, and those from these
towns to the Delaware River ferries, as well as the
Old Scotch road through Ewing and the river road
through Hopewell, which were traveled by the armies
in the Revolution, still remain as the most ancient
highways of Mercer County.
So, also, the roads to
Burlington, to AUentown, and to Cranberry through
the lower townships, are still used as the principal
highways of the county.
Some of these roads have
been taken by incorporated turnpike companies in
later years, as that of the Trenton and Pennington
pike and the Trenton and AUentown pike.
The common roads of the county are numerous and
make pleasant drives in the summer and autumn, but
are not worked and kept up with the advance of civ
ilization, and in winter and spring they often become
almost impassable through want of proper grading
and bad treatment.

The county of Mercer has become well furnished
railroad facilities.
The Camden and Amboy
Branch, now a part of the great trunk road of the
Pennsylvania Company across the State of New Jer
sey, affords us direct and quick connection with New
York and Philadelphia for all our freight and pas
sengers. The branch to Bordentown connects with
all the roads in the lower counties. The Belvidere
Road, on the bank of the Delaware, intersects roads
that traverse all the northern counties and connect
with all the coal-mines and railroad routes of the
North and West. The Delaware and Bound Brook
Road, — run by the Reading, —starting from Trenton,
penetrates the townships of Ewing and Hopewell,
with

and forms a competing route for passengers and freight

with the Pennsylvania Road to New York and Phila
delphia.
Every township in the county has at least
one railroad passing through it. Princeton is reached

MANUFACTURES.
by a branch road from the junction of the Pennsyl
vania track in West Windsor. These roads place our
county and almost every village in it in railroad con
nection with the railroad world. The road from Cam
den to Amboy by Bordentown opens a way to the
city markets from the townships of Hamilton, Wash
ington, and East Windsor.
The whole county re
sounds all day and all night with the rumbling sound
of the distant trains, broken only by the shrill whistle
of an approaching locomotive.
The city of Trenton has two horse railroad compa
nies running cars through the city.
The Delaware River from Trenton southward is a
tide-water navigable stream. Before the days of rail
roads it was more highly esteemed as a mode of trans
portation of freight and passengers between Trenton
and Philadelphia. It was liable to be interrupted by
Perhaps the depth of water in the
ice in winter.
channel was greater a hundred years ago than it is at
the present time.
But the channel should be kept
open and vessels adapted to the capacity of the river
should be employed continually upon it. A steam
boat, however small and light it may be, should be
kept plying the river daily from Trenton.
And
while the river above the falls may not be considered
navigable, it is a beautiful stream for aquatic amuse
ments, and at times for transportation in small crafts.
Where is there so beautiful a river which is so little
appreciated and enjoyed by those living on its banks
from the Water Gap down to Tren
Let its pure water be kept unadulterated.
The Delaware and Raritan Canal, seventy-five feet
wide, a noble public work, passes through Trenton
and the centre of Mercer County, and carries an im
mense tonnage of freight during the canal season.
Huge steamers and mast ships may be seen passing
through the fields of agriculture where no river flows,
— a monument of human enterprise and capital.
This canal, whose termini are in the Raritan at
New Brunswick, and in the Delaware at Bordentown,
is supplied with water from the Delaware at Baul's
Island by the feeder which comes down on the
margin of the river to Trenton, where it feeds the
canal.
This feeder itself is a canal, and does a large
of coal and other
amount of canal transportation
merchandise all along its route.
Mercer
facilities,
With all these extraordinary
enjoys
townships
a
market
for
home
its
in
all
County
Its commercial
all its produce and manufactures.
as the Delaware

ton ?

advantages are by no means insignificant.

CHAPTER LIV.
MANUFACTURES.

While the land in Mercer County is devoted to
agricultural productions, and- yields its full propor
tion of produce with other counties, the city of
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is a prominent manufacturing centre, where
over four millions of dollars of capital are invested in
manufacturing
enterprises, yielding a yearly product
Trenton

in value of over nine millions of dollars.
A reference to the local history of Trenton, herein
after given, will afford some idea of the extended in
dustries carried on in the city, but the analytical sta
tistics of the United States census of 1880, not yet

will

published

and distributed,
statement thereof.

alone give a correct

We have been able to obtain from the United States
Washington,1
Census Bureau, at
the following con
densed tabular statement in advance, though confined
to Trenton,

which will be read with much interest

Statistics of Manufactures,

:

City of Trenton, New Jersey.

TenthCensusof the UnitedSlates,1880.
Number of establishments
389
Capital
$4,456,830
7,741
Total number of bands
$2,411,474
Total amount paid in wages
$5,394,554
MaterialB, value of
$9,351,453
Products, value of...:
The abovestatementembracesthe following industries :
Agricultural implements
Bags, paper
Bookbinding
Blacksmithing
Boots and Bhoes
Boxes, cigar...
Boxes, woodenpacking
Brass castings and finishing
Bread, crackers,and other baking products
Brick and tile
Bridges
Brooms and brushes
Carpentering
Carpets,rag
Carriages and wagons
Clothing, men's
Collins, burial caseB,and undertakers' goods
Confectionery
Cooperage
Drugs and chemicals
Dyeing and cleaning
Engraving and die-sinking
Flouring- and grist-mill produce
Furniture
Glue
:
Hardware
Iron castings and finishings
Iron forging
Lime
Lock- and gun-smithing
Looking-glass and picture frames
Lumber, planed
Machinery
Marble and stonework
:
Masonry, brick and stone
Musical instruments
Painting
'.
Photographing
Plumbing and gas-fitting
Printing and publishing
Roofing and roofing materials
Rubber and elastic goods
Saddlery and harness
Slaughtering and meat packing...
Soapand candles
Stone aud earthen ware
Tin, copper,and sheet-iron ware
Tobacco, cigars
Upholstering
Wire
Wheelwrighting
Belting, hose,leather
Boot and shoe findings
Boxes, paper
Coffee,spices,roastedand ground
Jewelry
Lumber, sawed
Kaolin and ground earth
Kindling wood
1 By the kindness of the Hon.
gress.

J.

Establishments.
1
4
2
16
39
2
5
1
29
3
1
4
18
5
5
16
3
8
3
3
3
2
5
8
2
2
4
3
2
2
2
3
4
12
12
2
25
6
7
6
4
2
6
3
2
29
9
21
3
1
12

Hart Brewer, our member of Con
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Patent medicines and compounds
Pumps
Sash, doors,and blinds
Shirts
Wood, turned and carved
Fertilizers
Fruits, vegetables,cannedand preserved

Establishments.
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

We append also an extract from the Thirteenth
Annual Report of the Board of Trade of the City of
Trenton, prepared by Mr. W. Stelle, their secretary,
and published in the Trenton State Gazette, Feb. 4,
1881 :

"We regret that we are unable to furnish accurate and complete
statistics of the industrial interests of Trenton, and are only able to
furDish approximate figures of three of tbe more prominent manufac
tures of Trenton, but hope for more completereturns at an early date.
And first on the list we would mention the pottery interest.
" The year 1880has beenoneof exceptional thrift among the potteries
of Trenton; not only have they been steadily employedthe whole year
producing an amount of ware in excessof any preceding twelvemonths,
but mostof the manufacturershave madelarge additions to their works,
thus largely increasing their manufacturing capacity,and preparing to
meet tbe increasing demandfor their wares, which are every seasonbe
coming better known and moreextensivelysought afterand appreciated
by a discriminating public.
"Foreign competitionhaBnot relaxedduring the period,andcontinued
low prices for imported wares has necessitatedcorrespondingdiscounts
by our home manufacturers. One special feature of the pottery indus
tries is the great advancethat has been made in the quality and extent
of the decorations. Almost every factory now has a large force of their
own employedin this branch of the industry on their own premises,nor
does this force employed materially interfere with the successfulbusi
ness of some six extra establishments devoted to decorating alone.
Trenton can now boast of twenty-sevenpotteries of various kinds, be
side the decorating establishments,as follows:
"China potteries, 7; White Granite C. C. and stone porcelain, 15;
Yellow and Rockingham ware, 1 ; Terra Cotta and fire-brick, 2 ; Stilt
factories,2; making a total of 27.
" During the year 1880three new factorieshave beenbuilt, viz. :
"Prospect Pottery, Dale & Davis; Enterprise Pottery, C H. Skirm &
Co.; Trenton China Co., Clark & Tarns. New kilns erectedin 1S80;*20.
Estimated amount of ware produced,$2,700,000;estimatedamount of
wages paid, $1,500,000
; hands employed,3600; coal consumed, 40,000
tons; other materials, 40,000tons; with a capital invested of about
$3,000,000.
"These figures show a healthy and steadyincreasewhen compared
with figures beforeus of the Centennial year, and ihey give every evi
denceof a prosperousand growing industry which is being successfully
prosecutedin our midst.
"The 'Trenton Potteries' are becomingasfamiliar ashouseholdwords,
while the eyesof the nation are being turned towards us as they read
of our manufactures as depicted and illustrated in the weekly papers
and standardmonthly magazinesof the day. We refer more especially
to an article in the February number of Harper's Magazine for the cur
rent year, from the pen of Miss Fryatt, in terms of high appreciation
of this particular industry which is being successfullyprosecutedin our
midst.
"The -next industry claiming our attention at this time is the iron
works.
" In this departmentof the manufacturesof Trenton there is a large
amount of capital invested giving employment to quite an army of
handg,yet the statisticsthat we have been able to gather are far from
being complete,and we can only approximate the amount in our esti
mates,which furnish the following results : capital invested,$3,500,000;
wagespaid per annum, $1,200,000
; average
; value of products,$4,800,000
number of hands employed,3000; coal consumed,75,000tons; pig iron,
old rails, etc., 30,000tons; Bcrapiron, 35,000tons.
" These figures show to someextent the large amount of businessdone
in the iron trade of Trenton, furnishing employment to a large number
of hands and tending largely to the businessprosperity of our city.
"Another branch of the industries of Trenton is assumingan impor
tant place in the manufacturing pursuits of our people,and that is the
rubber business.
"This is an industry which at no distant day will be one of vast im

portance, and even at the present time is furnishing employment for
considerablecapital and keeping busy a large force of skilled laborers.
" From estimatesfurnished us we are able to give the following sta
tistics :
"Amount of capital invested,$400,000;number of hands employed,
450; wages paid per annum, $200,000;cost of material used, such as
rubber, cotton duck, muslin, etc., $1,100,000;whiting, 5000 barrels;
barytes,1500barrels; zinc, 2000barrels; litharge Boapstone,etc., about
1500barrels ; dry lead, 250tons.
"The works already established have a capacity of turning out
pounds of manufactured goodsper annum. Among which are
7,000,000
hoBe,car springs, packing, belting, and all goods for manufacturing
purposes.
" The best grade of crude rubber come from Para, Brazil, and along
the valley of the Amazon Eiver, in South America, and is worth at
presentfrom fifty-nine centBto eighty-six cents per pound. Other grades
of crude rubber such as Central America strip and slab, Esmeralda and
Panama strip, Nicaragua sheet,African flake, etc., comefrom the coun
tries represented by their names,aud are worth in the market from
forty-five cents to fifty-six cents per pound.
" The rubber factories of Trenton distribute their manufactures all
over the country, and large quantities are sent to Canada,California, and
Cuba, at the sametime New York and Boston handle large amounts for
export to other countries. The general out-look for the coming year is
good,and unlesssomeunforeseencalamity overtakesour manufactures,
the business of the coming year will far exceed that of the year just
closed.
"There are other very important industries carried on in our midst to
which we are unable to refer at present,but hope at an early date to
give a more completelist of the severalindustrial establishmentsof our
city."

The State Gazette, in an editorial written within
the present year, after describing the progress of the
city within the last twenty years, and noting the
mercantile structures and public build
private
residences
well
as the beautiful
ings,
which have supplanted the little old-fashioned build
ings in Greene, State, Broad, Warren, and other
in
streets, ascribes its growth to the manufacturing

handsome
as

terests, and closes in the following language :
" The city has, indeed,been fairly transformed in twenty years from
a sleepy,old-fashionedtown, that had reposed here on the banks of the
Delaware in rather proud old fogyism for two hundred years,into a live,
wide-awake,and growing city.
" This transformation,this rapid growth, 1bdue to a single cause,— the
developmentof our manufacturing interests. The vigorous impulse to
grow and go ahead camewith the establishmentof the pottery manu
facture here and the expansion of our iron and other industrial inter
ests. Take them away, and the city would immediately shrink to its
former meagre proportions,and a fatal blight would fall upon the para
lyzed city. Our mercantile trade and many other branchesof business
have grown and flourished, but the mainspring of the vigorous move
mentsof all has beenthe manufacturing interests.
" The direction which should be given the commercial and social en
ergies of the place is therefore plain. Trenton must be a great manu
facturing city or nothing. Here lies her road to greatness. Within the
ensuing twenty years her growth in population and wealth may be
double that of the past twenty years if our advantagesand possibilities be
fully availed of,— if we put our commercial energies and capabilities to
their fullest and most intelligent use. All experts agree that our nat
ural situation is peculiarly advantageous for manufacturing. We have
abundant water-power and water-ways for transportation. We are con
venient to the marketB,to the coal-mines,and to the sourcesof crude
materials. We are on the line of great competing railroads connecting
with all parts of the country. Land is still abundant and comparatively
cheapfor manufacturing sites. Our taxesare light, living here is cheap,
and our climate is salubrious and healthful. If Trenton seriously and
energeticallyaddress itself to that object, this city may becomeone of
country."
the largest and most prosperousmanufacturing centresin the
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There are also the following savings-banks in the
county, viz. : The Trenton Savings-Fund Society at
Trenton, State Savings- Bank at Trenton, the Prince

STATISTICS — BANKS, COUNTY FINANCES,
AGRICULTURE, PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Theke

are within the county of Mercer five banks
of discount and deposits, viz. :
Trenton Banking Company, capital of $500,000 ;
Mechanics'
National Bank, capital $500,000; First
National Bank of Trenton, capital $500,000 ; Prince
ton National Bank, capital $100,000; First National

Bank of Hightstown, capital $150,000.
The Trenton Banking Company is an old and
reputable institution, which still retains its State
charter, and has never organized
banking'
system.

under the national

The Central National Bank of Hightstown, in
into liquidation, and thereupon the First
National Bank of that place increased its capital from
1879, went
$100,000

to $150,000.
These banks are all in good repute, and are so
managed as to pay good dividends and hold large in
dividual deposits.

ton Savings-Bank at Princeton.
These several institutions

Acres.

12,912
10,066
36,998
10,772
10,023
16,350
11,983
17,575

of Real
Estate.

$1,431,336
1,021,435
2,504,135
2,092,152
1,095,111
969,847
721,614
1,537,623
1,396,428
10,883,879

have at present the fol

lowing officers, viz. :
The Trenton Banking Company. — Philemon Dickin
son, president ; Joseph H. Bruere, cashier.
Mechanics'
National Bank. — Timothy Abbot, presi
dent ; James H. Clarke, cashier.
First National Bank of Trenton. — Edward Howe,

president ; S. Thompson Seger, cashier.
The First National Bank of Hightstown. — N. S. Rue,
president; Joseph H. Johnes, cashier.
Trenton Savings-Fund. —Caleb S. Green, president ;

Lewis Parker, treasurer.
Princeton

,

Savings-Bank. — L.

H.

Anderson,

presi

dent ; Crowell Marsh, treasurer.

County Finances. — The following is an abstract as
of Mercer County for the

returned by the assessors
year 1881 :
Valuation

Townships.

539

Bond and
Mortgage.

of Personal Estate.

Other
Personal.

Total
Personal.

Debt.

Bond and
Mortgage.

Other
Debt.

Total
Debt.
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Amount of real estate taxable, 1880, $23,472,372.
$10,Amount of personal property taxable, 1880,
366,609.

Amount of cash on hand May 9, 1880, $13,120.36.
Amount of tax raised, $65,000.
Appropriations for specific purposes made by board
of chosen freeholders

:

Bridges
Court-houseexpenses
Board of prisoners
Courts
Justices of the peace
Bonds payable,and interest
Coroners
Boards of election and canvassers
Board of examiners
Asylum
Printing and stationery
Officers' salaries
Extension of surrogate'soffice
Constables
Incidentals

'....

$76,175.40

Total

Expenditures

$8,000.00
6,250.00
9,600.00
12,000.00
2,800.00
7,600.00
800.00
1,000.00
60.00
15,500.00
1,000.00
6,00000
2,359.99
1,500.00
1,805.41

for the fiscal year ending May 9, 1881 :
$7,189.48
6,154.70
9,426.01
11,889.58
2,790.36
7,595.50
708.02
990.70
56.00
15,406.77
914.83
5,816.61
2,359.99
1,500.00
1,805.41

Bridges
Courthouse expenses
Board of prisoners
Courts
Justices of the peace
Bonds payable,and interest
Coroners
Board of election and canvassers
Board of examiners
Asylum
Printing and stationery
Officers'salaries
Extension of surrogate'soffice
Constables
Incidentals

$74,603.96

Total

Agricultural. —We deeply regret that we are un
able to avail ourselves of the last census taken to
furnish correct agricultural statistics of the county.
By the State returns of 1875 the produce of the county
was given as follows :
Bushels of wheat
" rye
" Indian corn
" oats
" barley
" buckwheat
" potatoes
" potatoes(Irish)
(sweet)
Pounds of tobacco
" wool
" butter
" cheese
Gallonsof milk sold
Tons of hay
Value of animals slaughtered
Value of all live stock
Number of horses..
" mules and asBes
" milch cows
" working oxen
" other cattle
" sheep
" swine
Value of market garden produce
" orchard productB

:
:

149,230
16,505
545,547
428,143
40
11,415
222,207
9,724
17,516
25,425
500,342
2,095
209,837
28,767
$426,210
$1,196,593
4,464
680
6,801
42
3,487
9,384
6,738
$84,003
$65,281

Public Schools. — The present county superintend
ent of public schools, William J. Gibby, in his annual
school calendar, gives the apportionment of school
moneys for the ensuing year, from Sept. 1, 1882, to
Aug.

31, 1883.

From this official pamphlet

we learn that Mercer

County has fifteen thousand five hundred and nine
teen children, and will spend seventy-six thousand
four hundred and thirty dollars and sixty-one cents

on its schools the coming year, exclusive of the special
direct taxes levied in the school districts. The amount
apportioned to the different townships is :
Hopewell
Ewing.
Trenton
Millham
Lawrence....
Hamilton

$6,405.01
2,322.55
37,319.78
2,455.46
2,247.35
4,241.93

$8,110.92
6,022.92
1,631.55
2,340.52
3,332.62

Chambersburg
Princeton
West WindBor
"Washington
East Windsor

The amount of school money raised by tax is de
termined by vote of the several school districts in the
county, subject to the law of the State, and the per
centage is not necessarily uniform throughout the
county.
The number of school districts in the county
is fifty-four.
The county superintendent is William J. Gibby, of
Princeton, and he, with Abel W. Hartwell and Wil
liam M. Lanning, constitute the board of examiners
for the present year.
Mercer County has one hundred

and thirteen pa
tients in the Trenton Lunatic Asylum, the largest
number of any county in the State, and double, its
quota, which is fifty -seven.

CHAPTER LVI.
THE PRESS.

The printing-press is a mighty agency in the de
velopment of civilization. It is a great power in the
family, in the church, and in the civil state. It en
lightens, quickens, and energizes the mental and
moral

forces of society.

To withhold from us the

newspaper, the magazine, the pamphlet, the book,
to'
would be like denying us bread to eat, water
drink, and air to breathe. The power of the modern
press has become a wonder in the world.
The great
cities are the centres of their operations.

With

New

York on one side and Philadelphia on the other,
New Jersey borrows or buys so much from the press
of those cities as greatly to lessen the work of her
own printers.
But notwithstanding the disadvantage
of our State in this respect, if it is a disadvantage, a
printing-press, with its newspaper, can be found in
every county and in almost every village of our State.
It is well to remember that among the very full
and detailed instructions given by Queen Anne to
Lord Cornbury in 1702 for the government of the
province
of New Jersey, the following inhibition
was laid upon the liberty of the press, viz. :

"

Forasmuch as great Inconveniencies
may arise
by the Liberty of Printing in our said Province, you
are to provide by all necessary Orders, that no per
son keep any Press for printing, nor that any Book,
Pamphlet, or other Matters whatsoever be printed
without your Leave and License first obtained."

The first printing-press

established

was that of James Parker
He printed the proceedings

in'

1751

in New Jersey
at Woodbridg'e.

of the Legislature and

THE PRESS.
official documents, and in 1752 he printed the Inde
pendent Reflector, edited by that brave man William
Livingston, who became the first Governor of New
Jersey under the State Constitution, in 1776. But the
fear of men in authority deterred Mr. Parker from

publishing it for any considerable length of time.
There was very little printing done in New Jersey
prior to the Revolution. James Parker, Shepherd
Kollock, and Isaac Collins were the printers of that
period.
The first newspaper printed in New Jersey

was the New Jersey Gazette, commenced Dec. 5, 1777,
printed by Isaac Collins at Burlington, and it was re
moved from Burlington to Trenton March 4, 1778.
Its files may be seen in the State Library at Trenton,

it contains a valuable record of events in this
State during the Revolutionary war.
From the year 1778 the city of Trenton has not
been without a printing-press,
and without at least
one weekly newspaper.
This original New Jersey
though suspended for a few years, and
Gazette,
though its name has been sometimes changed, as
and

well as its proprietors and editors, still lives in the
present State Gazette of Trenton.
As newspapers are usually made the organs of po
litical parties, and receive their support mainly from
those who agree in the views promulgated in them,
we commonly find two papers coexisting very soon
after one has been established in a place.
But it was
not as easy a matter to start a paper a hundred years
ago as it is now.
And it was not till the year 1802,
after Trenton became the capital of the State, that
a second paper was established, and from that time

to this there have been from two to three and four

weekly newspapers published, and as many job print
ing houses maintained in the city, except for a short
interval in 1828.
And as facilities for distribution
have of late years been multiplied, and the advanced
state of society demands an immediate report of pass
ing events as they occur, the weekly paper has become
supplemented by the tri-weekly and the daily.

The New Jersey

Gazette,

which was established in

1778, was suspended in 1786, and the Federal Post
took its place till 1791, when George Sherman and

John Mershon revived the Gazette by the name of the
New Jersey State Gazette, and continued it till 1797,
when, after some change of proprietors, it again be
came the property of Sherman and others in 1799.
In 1806, George Sherman became sole proprietor and
On or about 1829 it took the name of State
which it has retained till the present time,
and it was in the Sherman family from 1791 till 1853.
With very short interruptions, George Sherman edited
thirtyit from 1791 to the time of his death, in 1829, —
eight years, — and James T. Sherman, his son, edited
it from 1829 till his death, in 1853, — twenty-four
years, —making the period of sixty-two years that it
editor.

Gazette,

It
was under the Sherman control and editorship.
was during that period of its history that its high
reputation was made.
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James T. Sherman, though he has been dead thirty
years, is remembered by many citizens of New Jersey
as a man of high honor, great integrity, and strong
intellectual
force. His editorials were clear, terse,
When any dishonest conduct or
logical, and manly.
hurtful policy, any unfair or oppressive measures, in

jurious to the public welfare, aroused his indignation,
he could pen as caustic and as powerful an editorial
Though a strong par
as any editor in the country.
tisan of the old Whig school, and always faithful to
his colors, he conducted his paper with so much dig
nity and justice to all men, that the State Gazette was
welcomed in all the families who read it. The name
of Sherman might well be inlaid upon every sheet of
paper upon which the State Gazette is printed, as its
trade-mark.

The True American was established in 1801 . James
Wilson may be said to have been its editor and pro
prietor till his death in 1825, soon after which it was
and in 1828 a paper whicii had been
discontinued;
established as a literary and religious paper in 1822,
called the Emporium, by Stacy G. Potts and Joseph
Justice, became a political paper and supported the

J.

election of Gen. Jackson.

Joseph Justice continued to publish this paper till
when Joseph A. Yard published it till 1845.

1843,

In

1849, Morris R. Hamilton became its editor, and
he revived its original name and called it the True
American.

In

1852,

Judge David Naar became owner and

editor, with Franklin S. Mills, assistant, and Judge
Naar controlled the editorial chair until he became
disabled by age and infirmity, since which his sons
have succeeded him.
The True American has ever been a strong partisan
paper, and Mr. Wilson during the first twenty years

of its existence and Judge Naar during its last thirty
They'
years may be regarded as its veteran editors.
impressed
both were able writers and
themselves

upon the paper.
These two papers have been the permanent and
prominent newspapers of Trenton for nearly a cen
tury.
Opposite in politics, both claiming to be the
recognized organs of their parties at the capital of
the State, the American, Democratic,

Republican.

and the Gazette,

The Gazette became a tri-weekly in 1840 and a
daily in 1847.
The Trenton Daily was issued from the office of the
Emporium in 1839. ¦ This was the first daily paper
issued in Trenton.
Among the various editors who are mentioned as
connected with the press in Trenton there are several
who were men of liberal education and of editorial
ability, but as their connection with it was for a very
short period we have noticed particularly only the
veterans.

It will be seen by reference to the accounts of the
press in Princeton that a weekly newspaper called
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the Princeton

Packet was established

in that village
in Trenton

as early as 1786, the year the first Gazette

was suspended, and was continued for a year or two.
We hear nothing of another press there till 1824,
ever since which time there have been one or more,
on which at least one weekly newspaper has been
printed

and published, besides many
magazines, pamphlets, books, and miscellaneous mat
ter.
The notable printers in Princeton have been David

continuously

Borrenstein, and John T. Robinson and his sons.
The press at Hightstown and Hopewell has been
introduced that it has not been able to
Two weekly newspapers are
make much history.
published at the former place, and one at the latter,
and a weekly is also published at Chambersburg.
so recently

A more particular history of the press in its several
localities in the county has been prepared and is as
follows :
The Press in Trenton. — The first newspaper pub

lished in the State of New Jersey was the New Jersey
Gazette, which was first issued at Burlington, Dec.
It was a weekly journal, nine by fourteen
5, 1777.
price was twenty-six
inches, and the subscription

shillings, or five dollars and twenty cents per annum.
On the 4th of March, 1778, the paper was removed
to Trenton, and the office was located at the corner
of Greene and East State Streets, in a wooden build
ing.
By reason of insufficient patronage and the
high price of paper, the publication was discontinued
after the 27th of November, 1786.
About six months after the suspension of the Ga
zette, the Federal Post, or the Trenton Weekly

Mercury,
was established.
The office was on the north side of
Front Street, nearly opposite the present St. Michael's

Episcopal Church.
What was originally King (now
Warren) Street was then Front, and Queen (now
It was ten by .sixteen
Greene) was Back Street.
inches in size, and was published weekly at four pence
per week. In consequence of the scarcity of paper
its size was on the 3d of October, 1788, reduced to
nine by fifteen inches, and it was changed to a semiweekly at two dollars per annum. It became a weekly
again October 21st.
George Sherman and John Mershon on the 5th day
of the
1791, commenced the publication
New Jersey State Gazette in a two-story framed build

of March,

ing, adjoining the Trenton House on the south.
Jan.
3, 1797, it was purchased by Matthias Day, and its
name was changed to the State Gazette and New Jersey

July 9, 1798, Gershom Craft and William
Advertiser.
Black purchased it and changed its name to Federalist

and New Jersey Gazette.
On the 26th of March, 1799,
became the property of Sherman,
Mershon &
Thomas.
May 11, 1802, Sherman & Mershon became
the proprietors, and the name was again changed to

it

the Trenton Federalist.

On the death of John Mershon, Dec. 16, 1806,
George Sherman became editor and proprietor, and

on the 4th of
Jersey State

July,

Gazette

1829, changed

and afterwards

the name to New
to State Gazette,

which title it still bears.

William Sherman was for
a short time its editor.
After the death of Ge'orge
Sherman his family conducted the paper a few years,
no publisher's name appearing.
In 1836 it was published in an alley opposite St.
Michael's Church, with James T. Sherman as editor,
and in 1839 it was removed to the northeast corner of
Warren and State Streets, where it was published by
James T. Sherman and Henry Harron. Jan. 14,
1840, they commenced the issue of a tri-weekly, and
Jan. 12, 1847, of a daily paper, which is still con
William Brown and Thomas C. Borden pur
tinued.
chased it Feb. 1, 1853, and Mr. Borden retired from
In the autumn of
the establishment March 1, 1854.
that year Mr. Brown sold to Edmund Morris. From
July 30, 1855, to May 12, 1857, it was published by
C. D. Tolles.
July 17, 1857, Jacob R. Freeze was publisher, and
Enoch R. Borden, associate editor, and its name was
changed to Daily State Gazette and Republican.
It was purchased by William Brook and Jonathan
Vannote, Sept. 25, 1865, and by John L. Murphy and
Charles Bechtel, July 10, 1869, and removed to the
corner of State and Greene Streets, where it has re
mained till the present time.

The publication of the True American

was com

menced March 10, 1801, at an office in Market (now
State) Street, by Matthias Day and Jacob Mann.
James J. Wilson became a partner June 28, 1802.

Matthias Day retired November 3d in the same year,
and Mr. Mann Feb. 9, 1803.
It was then conducted
by Wilson & Blaekwell till 1811, when Blackwell re
tired, and Mr. Wilson continued its publication till
his death, in 1825, after which it was conducted for
Mrs. Wilson by W. L. Pratt, who purchased it in
1826, and continued its publication till 1828, when it
was purchased by George Sherman, the publisher of
the New Jersey State Gazette, and discontinued.
The publication of a literary and religious paper
called The Emporium was commenced by Stacy G.

Potts and Joseph Justice on the 23d of June, 1822.
The office was in a framed building in Warren Street.
In 1827 it became political, and advocated the election
of Gen. Jackson.
Mr. Potts retired from the concern in 1830 to accept
a clerical position, and Mr. Justice continued to pub
lish the paper, with Joseph C. Potts as editor. A
tri-weekly electioneering sheet was commenced in
August, 1838, and discontinued
in October of the
same year.
Dec. 2, 1839, the Trenton Daily was
issued from the same office, and continued till March
No tri-weekly or daily paper had previously
2, 1840.
been published in Trenton.

In 1843 the Democratic Union was issued from the
same office. Its purpose was to promote the election
of George T. Olmstead, an independent candidate for
sheriff of Mercer County.

THE PRESS.

was afterwards

conducted

by Charles
ceased to

It

exist about 1851.
The Weekly Visitor and New Jersey Temperance Sen
tinel was published at No. 21 East State Street, first
in 1846 by James S. Yard, then by him and Benja
F. Yard
min F. Yard, and finally by Benjamin

It ceased to exist in 1851.
The Reformer and New Jersey Temperance Advocate
in December, 1852, by Henry B.
was established
Howell. It was first a monthly publication, then
became weekly.
semi-monthly, and finally in 1855
West
State
from
No.
Streetvthen
issued
It was first
from the office of the State Gazette, and finallyfifter
the purchase by Mr. Howell of the Weekly Visitor
office from No. 21 East State Street.
a

5

it

a

alone.

The Republican Privateer, a campaign paper, was
in 1852 by Charles W. Jay.

published

a

a

&

a

a

1,

3,

W. Freese became
of State
Alley to No. 25 West State

was removed from the corner

and Sterling's

Street.

The Emporium
daily newspaper established in
claiming to be independent in politics, and
edited and published in Trenton by John Briest.
New Jersey Staats Journal (German)
weekly,
published by E. C. Stahl.
The Trenton Herald
weekly newspaper, pub

lished by E. C. Stahl.
The Trenton Record

W. Morrison.
The Sentinel

is

a

is
a

is

1867,

a weekly, published by Daniel

weekly devoted to the interest of
the colored population, and
edited by R. Henri
Herbert.
Magazine was
Beecher's
quarterly published by
is

a

a

Mr. Beecher while he was connected with the busi
ness college in Trenton.
It lasted only short time,
but was publication of considerable value and good
a

Family Magazine

is

reading.
Flowers'

literary monthly, es
P. Flowers,

tablished in Trenton in 1878 by William
editor and publisher.
is
a

New Jersey Home Magazine
literary monthly of
fifty-two pages by Mrs. A. E. C. Maskell, editor and
publisher.
New Jersey Methodist

1879 by Rev. George Hughes,

The Trenton

Times

by Lawrence S. Mott.

monthly established in
editor and publisher.

new evening paper, edited
established.

Just

The Press in Princeton.— Princeton had almost
won the honor of issuing the first weekly newspaper
in the State of New Jersey. The Princeton Packet
and General Advertiser was the first newspaper pub

It was established in May, 1786,
lished in Princeton.
and published weekly by James Tod.
It was neatly
printed on a sheet ten by eighteen inches in size, with
three broad columns on a side. It had
neat headvignette of Nassau Hall between the
letter, with
a

It

W. Jay, Israel Wells, and Asher Beatty.

Street

It

words Princeton Packet.
How long
was contin
ued we have no means of ascertaining.
The last
number we have seen was
number in the second
volume, June 28, 1787.

it

ing-place.

the editor.

a

a

The Trentonian was commenced in 1848 by Charles
W. Jay, Franklin S. Mills, and Joseph Justice, Jr.,
on the southeast corner of State and Greene Streets,
which may properly be called Printing-House Corner
publish
from the length of time'it has been used as

Jacob R. Freese, and Theodore

a

a

9

a

The Argus,
by
Peter Lott and B. F. Vancleve at No.
East Front
Street in 1835.
It continued only about a year.
The New Jersey Temperance Herald was published
in 1843 by William M. Whitley. It was first issued
from the office of the Sheet Anchor, No. 49 Warren
Street, then from an office in East State Street.
campaign sheet, was published
The Clay Banner,
in 1844 by Charles W. Jay.

The weekly

is

was merged with it.
Democratic paper, was published

W. Jay, at the Monitor office.
Union Sentinel was started March
1866, by Charles W. Jay, and on the 7th of May,
1870, he commenced the publication
of the Darby
Sentinel. The paper was purchased Oct.
1870, by
1865 by Charles

a

the Plaindealer

Dorsey
was removed to No. 79 Warren Street. It continued
only about year and half.
campaign paper, was published in
The Volunteer,

is

&

it

;

it

it

it

1852, David Naar became the owner and editor,
with Franklin S. Mills as associate, and in 1866
was purchased by Joshua S. Day, Joseph L. and
Moses Naar. Judge Naar removed
to the corner
of Warren and Front Streets.
Franklin S. Mills commenced the Sheet Anchor
April 23, 1844, and on the 12th of July, 1845, sold
to Robert Gosman, who changed its name to the
Trenton Journal.
The Daily News was first published at the office of
the Trenton Journal on the 2d of March, 1846 but
was soon purchased and united with the Emporium
Jones.
by Brittain
The Plaindealer, an anti-monopoly paper, was com
menced by Joseph C. Potts and John C. Webster in
1845. When Mr. Potts took charge of the Emporium,

21 East State Street.
was commenced in February, 1864, by
Gardner, at Murphy
Bechtel's office, but

The Monitor

a

In

R. Borden, at No.

is

owner, with William Magill, publisher, and was re
moved to Greene Street, near the City Hall. Mr.
Hamilton changed its name to the True American.

J.

is

it &

it

it,

Evening Post was consolidated
lication was continued by Samuel G. Arnold.
In 1846
was conducted by Brittain
Jones, then
by Samuel J. Bayard, and about 1849
came under
the charge of Morris R. Hamilton as editor and

The Mercer Standard,
weekly paper, was com
menced in 1854 by
Madison Drake, at No. 53 Perry
Street.
The Free Press, weekly, was published by Enoch

a

1845,

a

till

a

by Joseph A. Yard
when the Newark
with
and the pub

was published
1843,

a

The Emporium
February,

from
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Literary

Gazette,

a

Borrenstein, a weekly newspaper, was commenced in
It was at first a political paper, and in 1827 it
1825.
became a literary one. After a few years it ceased for
want of patronage.

of Tracts was opened monthly in 1824,
by Borrenstein at sixty-two and a half
cents a year, making a volume of three hundred
Series

rian Church.

The Mercer County Mirror was weekly newspaper,
practical prin
by Howard V. Hullfish,
ter and son of David Hullfish, long constable and
police officer of Princeton. Howard Hullfish died in
1856, and the Mirror was discontinued.

weekly newspaper published about four years from
1831, first by Dr. West & Connoly, then by Baker &
Connoly, and lastly by Bernard Connoly alone. It
had a vignette of Nassau Hall and adjoining build

Price, two dollars^ It had five columns on a
It espoused the
page, and was published weekly.
cause of Jackson and Van Buren in the Presidential
campaign of 1832.
It was soon after discontinued,

ings.

when Mr. Connoly removed to Freehold.
The American System and Farmers' and Mechanics'
Advocate was a weekly newspaper, commenced and
edited by Dr. L. V. Newton, and published by Robert
E. Hornor. Its first number was Sept. 7, 1832. It
was a campaign journal and in the interest of the

1,

I.,

Whig party, with Clay and Sergeant on the Presi
dential ticket.
Dr. Newton withdrew, and it assumed
the name of the Princeton Whig.
Monthly Journal of Education, edited by E. C. Wines,
printed by Moore Baker, Vol.
No.
1835.
It de
to common-school

a

a

a

was

In

John R.

Hedden.
the proprietor

of the Standard purchased
the Princeton Press and united the
two papers, retaining the name of the Standard and
dropping that of the Press, published by Mr. Robin
son and edited as before.
The Standard was loyal to
the government through the civil war, and was zeal
1861

of Mr. Robinson

ous and fearless in support of the national cause.
When Mr. Robinson died, in October, 1862, his son,
John A. Robinson, took his place on the Standard.

In

1867

the proprietor

sold his interest in the
S. Robinson, his older brother,
John A. Robinson having died, and he withdrew
from all future responsibility
and connection with
the paper.
Charles S. Robinson continued the Stan
dard until 1870, when he sold
to Stelle
Smith, and
though
has been maintained until the present time
has not retained the name of the. Standard.
The Princetonian was
new name given to the
Standard, published by Stelle
Smith, and printed
Standard

to Charles

by

&

a

it

He was widely
among the first settlers at Princeton.
known over the country, was appointed postmaster of
Princeton by Gen. Harrison, and was well known to

it

newspaper,

was a large sheet, printed on excellent paper, with
an impersonal editorship.
Its first publisher was John
Briest, recently mayor of Trenton, and the next one

Robert E. Hornor.
It was Whig in its politics,
Mr. Hornor was a descendant
strongly partisan.
of the original Quaker family of Hornor, numbered

political leaders at Washington and at Trenton.
He
sold his paper in 1851, just before his death, to John
T. Robinson, who had been its publisher.
The Princeton Press was only another name for the
Princeton Whig, given to
by John T. Robinson after
he purchased of Mr. Hornor. It was edited and pub

weekly

It

it

it

education,
but
was discontinued
when Mr. Wines withdrew
from the Edgehill High School.
The Princeton Whig, into which the American Sys
tem was merged in 1832, was owned and edited by

was

Charles S. Robinson, and edited by Rev. Dr.
professor in the Theological
Seminary in
Princeton. It was printed on double sheet, and the
names of the contributors were attached to the arti
cles inserted.
It was predominantly literary in its
was not remunerative enough to sus
character, but
tain its expense, and before a year expired
was
reduced to the Standard size. Professor Moffat withMoffat,

it

Journal. It was a monthly, at three dollars.
The Princeton Courier and Literary Register was a

Standard

in 1859. The materials and presses of
the late Howard Hullfish, of the Mercer County
Mirror, were purchased by John F. Hageman, who
sought to raise the standard of Princeton journalism,
and started this new weekly paper, under the name of
the Princeton Standard.
It was not in opposition to
the Press, but independent.
It was political, religious,
and literary; untrammeled by party obligations or
sectarian creeds, yet
was in sympathy with the Re
publican party and regarded as a Republican paper.

&

published by T. C. Gibson and printed by Borrenstein,
was published Jan. 1, 1826, and took the place of the

The Princeton
established

it

It contained four pages, with four
columns on a page. It was filled with solid reading.
Its first number was issued April 2, 1825.
The American Magazine of Letters and Christianity,

published weekly.

established

a

The American Journal of Letters, Christianity, and
Civil Affairs, edited by Rev. Robert Gibson, and

voted much attention

Mr. Robinson died in 1862. He was the inventor
of power printing-press, which he manufactured at
his own foundry and machine-shop in Princeton for
judge of Mercer Pleas, mayor' of
sale.
He was
Princeton, postmaster in Princeton at the time of his
death, having been appointed by President Lincoln.
He was also a ruling elder in the Second Presbyte
a

pages.

loomed up into prominence.

it

A

published

lished by him till 1861. It retained its political com
plexion, but lent its influence to the Know-Nothing
or American party when that organization
first

/

and

a

Religious

it

The Princeton

weekly newspaper, was commenced in May, 1824,
edited by the Rev. Robert Gibson and printed by
Borrenstein.
It was not long continued.
The New Jersey Patriot, printed and published by

a
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in honor of his invented

press, and thenceforth

a

1878, by the Rev.

is

missionary

tical dictation.
It broad and catholic in its views,
well edited and printed, and growing in favor and
influence among all the churches. It has been printed
by W.
Sharp, at Trenton, until within the present
S.

it

has been the
banner of Old-School Presbyterianism,
organ of Princeton'theology and criticism, and has
spread the name and fame of Princeton among all the
nations."

a

&

it

Norton joint proprietors.

In

B. Appleget took it.
Hightstown
Independent was established in 1876,
The
with twenty-eight columns, independent in politics,
still
edited as
by R. M. J. Smith.
The Press in Hopewell. — The Hopewell Herald

is

weekly newspaper established by a joint stock com
pany, at the village of Hopewell in 1874, with Robert
He was succeeded
Slack first editor and manager.

by Henry G. McCarter.
In 1882 the paper passed into the hands of Isaiah
remains
N. Leigh as its publisher and editor, and
so at the present time.

The Press in Chambersburg. — The Mercer County
published in
weekly newspaper that
Moody.
W.
J.
by
Chambersburg
News

CHAPTER LVII.
RELIGION— CHURCHES— RELIGIOUS AND BENEVO
LENT SOCIETIES.

a

is

it

it

with Stults

After the reunion of the disrupted Presbyterian
Church this quarterly was transferred to New York
for publication. Its name was changed to The Pres
byterian Quarterly and Princeton Review. Dr. Hodge

It has since taken the
withdrew from the editorship.
Review.
Princeton
name of
very
The Princeton Review of the present day
prominent and scholarly bi-monthly, the cheapest

&

it

a

is

Gazette,

1870, Thomas

it

free with very rare exceptions from bitterness and
bigotry in the articles of its contributors, catholic
and liberal in the great doctrines of Christianity,
while vigilant and courageous in holding up the

ists and Methodists, and hence another paper.
The Hightstown Excelsior was published from 1857
became consolidated with the
to 1861, and then
Record, and was after that known as the Hightstown

is

a

a

it

1870, when

came interested in the management of the paper,
but Messrs. Stults and Yard more than others were
till 1857, when
interested in
became involved in
bitter religious controversy between the Universal-

&

Dr. Hodge was its sole editor from 1825 to
Rev. Lyman H. Atwater, D.D., was asso
with
It had generally been printed in
ciated
him.
was printed
Philadelphia, though for a short time
" This venerable and excellent maga
in Princeton.
zine has reflected imperishable honor upon Prince
ton. A Bulwark of defense to sound doctrine,
learned and modest expositor of the sound oracles,
judicious critic and reviewer of books and publica
tions, always replete with the evidence of scholarship,
always respectful to the rights and opinions of others,
issued.

The Press in Hightstown, — The first newspaper

issued in Hightstown was dated June 30, 1849, called
the Village Record, by James S. Yard and Jacob
There were several other persons who be
Stults.

is

a

it,

title of Review was not added to its name at the be
few numbers had been
but was after
ginning of

has been well executed.

it

it

commenced in 1825, and was edited by Charles
The
Hodge, professor in the Princeton Seminary.

office, in the Press building of C. S. Robinson
Co.,
in which considerable book-work and fancy printing

a

a

by his brothers, Rev. Drs. James W. and Addison Al
exander, and his father, Rev. Dr. Archibald Alexan
" Princeton in 1801."
der, contributed the first article,
was discontinued.
Twelve numbers were issued, and
The Biblical Repertory and Princeton Review was

new one
Magazine, Nassau Herald, Princetonian, and
called The Tiger.
good job-office connected with the Press
There

is

monthly, pp. 48, was es
Magazine,
tablished in. 1850, printed by John T. Robinson, and
edited by William C. Alexander. He was assisted
The Princeton

has been printed by C. S. Robinson
year, when
Co., in Princeton.
There are other papers and magazines which are
strictly college papers, such as the Nassau Literary

a

a

a

it

a

&

is

is

The Princeton Press, which has been continued
until the present time, and
the only weekly news
paper now published in Princeton, and
published
Mr.
Robinson
and
his
Harvey
by
brother,
Robinson,
as C. S. Robinson
Co.
The Princeton Journal was
weekly paper, estab
lished by
Mr. Blanchard in 1865, but
lived for
few months, and then died for want of support.
only

a

called

it

it

Press building, which his father had owned, restored
to the paper the name which his father had given

R. G. Wilder, formerly
published
for many years in India. It
bi-monthly in Princeton, and edited by Mr. Wilder.
It independent of all church boards and ecclesias
in April,

is

it,

transferred

is

and in 1873 the paper was sold and reto Charles S. Robinson, who became pro
prietor, publisher, editor, and printer. Mr. Robinson,
faithful to the memory of his father, purchased the

drew from
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is

and one of the most elaborate and able Reviews in
edited by Mr. Jonas Libby, of
our country, and

-New York.
The Missionary Review was established in Princeton

The soil of Mercer County was early consecrated to
religious freedom.
The first settlers, whether from
New England or Old England, from Holland or
France, from Scotland
were seeking

or Sweden, were men who
homes where they might be free to
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Exalteth a Nation."
But strong and liberal

ness

"

" Righteous

Friends"

as
The
were, they
did not monopolize the land to the exclusion of other
classes or sects.
The Puritans from New England, as
well as fresh immigrants from Great Britain, came

it

with the Quakers, and both before and after them, and
spread over what are now Lawrence, Hopewell, and
Ewing, taking up the body of the valuable land in
those townships, and bringing
under cultivation.
They too planted their Presbyterian Churches, and

a

is

is

is

is

Princeton has been since

a

stronghold of Pres
1757
has had present since that time many
of the leading ministers in that denomination, and
since the theological seminary was established there
byterianism.

It

in 1812, there has been an increased number of clergy
residing there of late years the number has reached
as many as forty at a time.
There are four Presby
terian Churches (one colored), two Methodist (one
colored), one Episcopal, one Roman Catholic, and
college and
one Quaker;
seminary chapel for
worship.
a

In West Windsor there
Presbyterian Church at
Dutch Neck, and Baptist Church at Pennswick.
In East Windsor there
one Presbyterian Church
at Hightstown, one Baptist Church established in
1745, one Methodist Episcopal Church, one Prot
estant Episcopal, one African Methodist Episcopal
Church, and one Universalist Church, all iu Hights
town.

In Washington township there
Methodist Epis
copal Church at Sharon, and one of the same
kind at
Windsor, and Union Chapel at Newtown.
In Chambersburg there are two Methodist Episcoa

proprietors was,

In Lawrence township there one Methodist Epis
copal Church at Baker's Basin.
There
no other
church in the township except the venerable old Pres
byterian Church at Lawrenceville.

is

seal of the twenty-four

line of the township next to Hunterdon.

a

a

a

marked influence upon society and Chris
tian civilization for more than
century in the history
of New Jersey.
One of the mottoes on the common
exerted

Methodist Episcopal Church at Hopewell, and
one at Titusville, and one at Pennington, also an
African Methodist Episcopal Church at Pennington.
There
small " Christian" Church on the northern

is

a

it

sonal character and conduct in life,
will not do to
say that they were not a religious people.
They
planted churches and schools at
very early day, and

Baptist
That was
ing been constituted in 1715.
a strong church.
neighborhood, and this
There
also a small Baptist Church at Harbortown. There

is

it,

a

ance with the confession of William Penn.
With such
creed and with the special moral pre
cepts which they annexed to
regulating their per

decade.
In addition to the Presbyterian Churches in Hope
well township, there are two Baptist Churches in the
village of Hopewell, the one an ancient church hav

£t

is

it

is

it,

given by Divine Inspiration."
This was an epitome of the Quaker's creed, for the
Assembly of West Jersey would not have assented to
it if they had not believed
as they had power to
repudiate it. There
which
at vari
nothing in

ville, and one at Hopewell, offshoots of the old Pen
nington Church.
The descendants of the original
Presbyterian settlers, who are dwelling on the lands
of their fathers in those three townships, are found
worshiping their father's God in the houses which
their fathers builded, and the influence of religion
grows more demonstrative during every succeeding

;

A little colony of Quaker families at the close
of the seventeenth century bought choice land at
Stony Brook and settled upon it under inducements
which William Penn had given them.
The government of West Jersey under the proprie
tors was moulded by Quakers, and it gave the broad
est guarantees of religious freedom to all who should
buy and settle upon West Jersey soil.
The English act of 1693 restricting the Toleration
Act in the colony of New Jersey, required from an
incumbent of office a declaration of fidelity to the
king, renunciation of popery, and the following pro
fession of the Christian faith :
"/, A. B., profess faith in God the Father and Jesus
Christ, his eternal Son the true God, and in the Holy
Spirit, one God blessed for evermore, and do acknowledge
the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be
well.

four miles from each other, are still flourishing in full
vigor and development, drawing into them almost the
entire population of those townships, supplemented
only by one additional Presbyterian Church at Titus-

a

tion of their cherished purpose to be rid of persecution
for their religious belief.
The Quaker element was predominant along the
Delaware, its central head being in the city of Phila
delphia.
The county of Burlington in New Jersey
was a stronghold of that class of people, aud they ex
tended their settlements on lands up through Old
Nottingham to Trenton, and still farther into Hope

a

kers, Scotch and Irish Presbyterians, —holding various
creeds but all protesting against ecclesiastical despot
ism, found little or no opposition here to the realiza

It will be seen by reference to the several local his
tories of those townships that those three venerable
Presbyterian
Churches in LaWrenceville, in Ewing,
and in Pennington, established about one hundred
and seventy years ago, triangularly situated about

a

and Protestant

has been handed down from generation to generation
to the present day in full vigor.

is

And the early settlers, — Huguenots, French
Calvinists, English Puritans and Qua

tyranny.

schools, through which their Christian
faith asserted itself in fruits of holy living, and which
established

a

worship God according to the dictates of their own
consciences.
The long and cruel struggle for such
liberty in their native land, or in that of their fathers,
had always resulted in the triumph of religious

is
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CHURCHES.
pal

Churches, namely, the Broad Street Church and
the Hamilton Avenue Church ; one Baptist, viz., the
Calvary Baptist Church ; one Roman Catholic Chapel;
and the St. John's Church of the Evangelical Asso
ciation.
In Millham there is only the Simpson Methodist

Episcopal Church.
In Hamilton there is a Presbyterian Church at
Hamilton Square, founded before the Revolution,
and a Baptist Church, founded in 1785.
There is a
Methodist Episcopal Church at Groveville ; also one
at White-horse ; and a Presbyterian Chapel at Yardville; and at North Crosswicks there was before the
Revolution a memorable preaching station of David
Brainerd, the missionary among the Indians.
In Trenton there are six Presbyterian Churches,
and every one of them may be regarded as the out
growth of the venerable First Presbyterian Church,
of which the Rev. John Hall, D.D., is still the pastor,
and which has an interesting published history.
Of Episcopal Churches there are three, viz., St.
Michael's, St. Paul's, and Trinity.
Of Baptist Churches there are four, viz., First
Baptist, Central Baptist, Clinton Avenue Baptist,
and the Berean Baptist (colored).
Of Methodist Episcopal Churches there are eight,
viz., Greene Street Methodist Episcopal Church,
Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church, Union Street
Methodist Episcopal Church, Warren Street Metho
dist Episcopal Church, State Street Methodist Epis
copal Church, Central Methodist Episcopal Church,
and the Mount Zion and St. Paul African Methodist
Episcopal Churches.

Of Roman Catholic Churches there are three, viz.,
St. John's, St. Mary's, and the church of St. Fran
cis.

Of

German

viz., Trinity
Church.

Evangelical Lutheran there are two,
Church and the Evangelical Lutheran

The Jews have one synagogue and cemetery.
" Messiah Church."

There is also one

The Society of Friends had one ancient place of

worship, perhaps the first church or meeting-house
In
ever built in the city of Trenton, dating 1739.
1828, when the division of the Society took place, the
Hicksites retained the possession of this house, and
the Orthodox for a few years thereafter held their

meetings in a Methodist Church, which they bought,
till 1858, when they built on Mercer Street.
townships of the
These returns from the several
be
substantially
correct,
county, which are assumed to
represent the whole number of churches in the county of
These churches are distributed
Mercer to be 72.
among the townships as follows: In Hopewell, 11;

Ewing, 1; Lawrence, 2; West Windsor, 2; East
Windsor, 5; Washington, 2; Hamilton, 4; Cham
bersburg, 4; Millham, 1; Princeton, 9; Trenton, 28.
These churches are divided
nominations as follows :
36

among the several de
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Baptists
Christians
Episcopalians
Jews
Lutherans
Messiah

10
1
5
1
3
1

Methodist Episcopal
Presbyterians
Quakers
Boman Catholics
Uuiversalists

Besides three Presbyterian

chapels and one Union

chapel, where Sabbath worship is held.
In a previous chapter we stated the population

in

24
18
3
5
1

of

to be 58,061, with the number
belonging to the several townships.
Assuming that
these places of public worship will accommodate on
the county

1880

an average each 813 persons, there is church-room
enough to admit the whole population of the county,

including children, without resorting to the chapels.
An examination into the comparative increase and
decrease of church membership, as has lately been
made in the New York City churches, will not show a
result similar to that case, proving that the middle
classes
are going to the extremes of the Episcopal
Church on one side and the Roman Catholic on the
other, and that the large percentage of increase be
longs to those two denominations.
it is true that

If

in New York the Episcopal Church is the church
which attracts the rich and fashionable classes, and
the Roman Catholic Church is the church to which
the poor are tending, and that the churches of the
middle class are decaying, it is otherwise here, for the
most noticeable church increase here is outside of
those two extreme denominations.
Out of the whole
number of 72 churches given above, 52 are Metho
dist, Presbyterian, and Baptist, while the Episcopal
claim but 5, and the Roman Catholic but 5.
In the early settlement of the townships in this
county the Quakers and the Presbyterians were more
numerous than all others combined.
The former as
an organized religious body seem to have melted away.
Their old society at Stony Brook in Princeton, prob
ably the first church of any kind that was built within
the limits of this county, 1709, for several generations
surrounded and supported by a large, intelligent, and
wealthy membership, has become virtually extinct.
The old meeting-house and school-house are closed,
and the old burying-ground is very seldom touched
by the grave-digger's spade. They have two churches
at Trenton ; one was the first church built within the
limits of that city. For several generations it was

well attended.
The Hicksite schism split it in 1828,
and since the division the two societies have gradu
ally declined, and may be regarded as in a hopeless
decadence. It is very rare that the plain Quaker
dress once so common in and about Trenton is seen

in our streets and assemblies. It is painful to those
who remember how kind and benevolent and honest
and brave and upright the Quaker men and women
were to see them no more in their old homes and
habitations.

They were

a noble

people.

Their great mission

seems to have been to defend and establish

religious
freedom. They were pre-eminently the advocates and
martyrs of religious liberty, while in common
with

HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

testimony may be found among the other old Pres
byterian Churches in the other townships of the
county.1
So too it may be said of the old Baptist Church of
Hopewell, dating back to 1715, and taking an even

start with her Presbyterian sisters. She has held her
way steadfastly, and the children and descendants of
her founders may be said still to abide within her
The Baptist Church at
gates, true to her faith.

right reverend father in God, the lord Bishop of Lon
don, of his being conformable to the doctrine and
discipline of the Church of England," and that he
" take especial care that God Almighty be de
should
voutly and duly served throughout your government,
the Book of Common Prayer as by law established
read each Sunday and holiday, and the blessed sac
rament administered according to the rites of the
England."2
Church of
These instructions were in contravention
of the
letter as well as of the catholic spirit of the " Grants
and Concessions" previously given by the proprietors,
especially the West Jersey proprietors, as constitu
tional guarantees to all the inhabitants that would
settle in the province. There were only few and feeble
'attempts made by the Cornbury government to estab
lish the Church of England in this province.
The
spirit of religious freedom was too vigilant, and the
colonists had suffered too much from that church to
allow themselves to be again subjugated by
and
consequently every attempt to carry into effect the
queen's instructions in this behalf failed.

it,

creased their membership, but they have generated
within the last half-century seven new and additional
Presbyterian Churches, all within the same three town
ships, and the most of them within the last quarter
of a century. The seed sown by those faithful pas
tors in successive generations in this Presbyterian
field has yielded its present harvest ; and similar

to prefer any minister to any ecclesiastical bene
fice in that our province without a certificate from the

It quite pertinent at this point in our history to
refer to the first church attempted to be established
in Hopewell, afterwards Trenton, and now Ewing
township.
The land was conveyed in 1703 by John

Hutchinson to Andrew Heath and others, in trust,
public meeting-house to be erected thereon and
for
for place of burial. The deed was addressed "To
all Christian people to whom these presents shall
come,"
and
was " for all the inhabitants of the town
Hopewell
of
and their successors forever."
ship
There
were two acres of land, and
was about three miles
from Trenton. A church was erected on this lot but
it

fathers around the same old altars.
These churches have not only lengthened their
cords and strengthened their stakes, and greatly in

" not

'•

how soon and by whom

1Mercer County contains more than half the churches in the PreBbytery of New Brunswick.

it

It seems, as we read the history of the Trenton
Church, by the Rev. Dr. John Hall, and of the Penn
ing ton Church, by the Rev. Dr. George Hale, and of the
Lawrenceville Church, by the Rev. Dr. Gosman, and
of the Ewing Church, by the late Rev. Eli Cooley,
that all the children and descendants of the old Pres
byterian families and founders of these churches who
are living within the territorial bounds of these
churches, as above stated, are in the place of their

have eighteen, the next highest.

The Protestant Episcopal Church did not take deep
root and grow rapidly among the Quaker population
Queen Anne's in
of West Jersey, notwithstanding
structions to Lord Cornbury, in 1702, enjoined him

is

time.

Presbyterians

it

selves to these early Presbyterian Churches, we find
them repeated in their descendants, who .form largely
the membership of these churches at the present

The First Baptist Church at Trenton, founded at the
beginning of this century, has been a power in the
city, and instead of one there are three.
The Methodists have come lately into the field, but
they have come like a flood. Their churches do not
date back to the first settlement of the townships.
Their houses of worship in the country are generally
small, and their congregations there are comparatively
small, while in the cities and larger towns they are
In number of congregations they
generally large.
stand the highest, having twenty-four,
while the

is

Jersey, the Quakers stand out foremost of all relig
ious classes of men as those to whom we owe our
right to worship God, and to formulate our religious
creeds according to our individual consciences and
private judgment.
And it has been only since this
unalienable right to worship God in this manner has
become recognized and guaranteed in our Constitu
tion and Bill of Rights that this religious society of
Friends has fallen into decadence, as though their
holy mission had been fulfilled.
But their contemporary brethren, the Presbyterians,
who soon became possessors of the larger portion of
the land now embraced within Mercer County, show
to-day a different success in the annals of the churches.
The three original Presbyterian Churches at Maiden
head, Pennington, and Ewing, with a fourth soon after
established in the city of Trenton, have been contin
uously maintained with increasing strength through
all the intervening generations from their first organ
ization to the present day. In looking at the names
of the first settlers and those who attached them

Hightstown, which was founded in Cranberry in 1745,
and removed to Hightstown just after the Revolution,
maintains a healthy life, though it has passed, in
former years, through many adverse circumstances.

a

died'
for civil liberty
many others they suffered and
also. In the history of New Jersey, and especially
in the history of this and all the counties of West

a
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not clearly known.

Seeinstructions to Lord Cornbury, from Article 69 to 74.

The

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

a

supporters of the Presbyterian
Church,
politics
county.
of
the
Presi
the
influential
in
and
belongs to the same family.
dent Woolsey, of Yale,

is

is

is

is

Catholic countries, demands the multiplication of
Catholic Churches in such localities as have employ
ment to draw and retain that class. They do not
usually build until they have people to fill the house.
Their churches are usually large and well filled. The
line
so rigidly drawn between them and the Protes
tant family of churches that there
no proselyting
from one to the other. Though the old and long-nur
tured enmity between the Papists and the Protestants
slowly becoming less rancorous as they witness the
sincerity and the piety of each other and as the in
fluence of education and political association, espec
ially upon the rising generation, tends to liberalize
;

is

it

the mind and free
from bigotry and religious tyr
no appearance of accession being made
anny, there
to either branch of the church from the other. It may
truly be said that both parties are commending them
selves to each other more and more by exhibiting the
legitimate fruits of genuine Christianity.

The healthful moral influence of Christianity upon
of the county, and upon their political
and social life, as exerted through their several

the inhabitants

churches and religious societies, cannot be questioned.

is

;

The quiet and well-ordered homes throughout the
the advancing civilization and intel
rural districts
lectual culture throughout city and country, and the
general thrift and happiness of the masses of society,
are in no small degree due to the purifying and ele
vating principles of that religion'which
inculcated
from the Bible through families, schools, and churches.
The day of an ignorant, uneducated ministry has
passed.

Sunday-Schools.— The Sunday-school
organiza
tion
maintained in every township of the county,
and all with few exceptions are in connection with
some denominational
Sunday-school cause

church.

In

this

county

the

in high favor with the church
at large.
Great interest
manifested in
in every
school district.
It engages the attention of the best
men and women in the community.
The anniver
sary union meetings held in congregations attract a
full house, and are usually very interesting.
a Mercer County Sunday-School
There
Associa
tion, an auxiliary or branch of the State SundaySchool Association, which holds its meeting annually.
it

is

a

a

I

"
in the West Division to John Harrison, who, as
am audibly informed, was brought up with one Kid,
very
a pirate, to take the place of Daniel Cox,
zealous Churchman, who
worthy gentleman, and
has given 200 acres of land to the church of Hope
well."
This statement of the reverend missionary
Archives,"
published at length in the " New Jersey
"
Documents."
N. Y. Col.
vol. iv. page 155, from the
We find no account of this New England preacher
Woolsey given in the history of Dr. Hall, or of Dr.
Hale, though the latter traces the family of George
Woolsey, who came from Jamaica, L. I., about the
year 1700, and settled in Hopewell, on the north side
" Maidenhead to the Dela
of the road leading from
River." His descendants have been numerous

It came
county until the early part of this century.
here because members of that church came here and
required the ministries of religion.
The great and
growing influx of foreigners, immigrants from Roman

is

is

a

" Scheme of the
To that statement was appended
Jersey,"
Charge in New
in which reference
made

Princeton, and one in Hightstown. Though their
growth
not rapid, they are prosperous, peaceful,
and united.
The Roman Catholic Church did not appear in this

is

I

room, someof them Dissenters,and those that are of the Church are
such as will run into all the measures of the Assembly, and therefore
of the worst consequencesto the church in that province, for by the
countenancethat the Dissentersnow have in that Province oneWoolsey,
a New England Preacher, took the Church of Hopewell, tho' it waa
built by the subscriptions of Church of Engld men, and for the service
of the church of England. What usage then must the Church expect
if both the Queen'sCouncil and the Assembly, mean yt Plurality of
both, are inclined to serve the Dissenters'interest,which will certainly
be the issue of turning out these six Gentlemen, and advancing the
other six in their room."

There
which
now known as St. Michael's Church.
are now three Episcopal Churches in Trenton, one in

is

it
is

a

a

is

" In New Jersey there are noe laws madein favour of the Church, and
but four of the Church of England in that Province. The Quakersand
other Dissentersare most Numerous, and do make up the greatestpart
of the Assembly, which
the reasonwhy no Law has been passed in
the Church's favour, but they have not beenable to do any harm to it
in regard of the Plurality, yt the Queen's Council are Churchmen, and
have always opposedany attempts madeto her Prejudice by ye Quakers
or other Dissenters,who have at their head one Coll: Morris, professd
Churchman, but a man of noe manner of principles or credit,
man
who Calls the service of the Church of England Pageantry, who has
Joyned in Endeavors to settle a Conventicle in the city of New York,
to intercept letters, and let such as please him
and whose practice
pass,and those yt doesnot he destroys as can be fully proved.
" This Coll: Lewis Morris with the present Governor, Coll: Hunter,
have written to the lord's commission" of trade to turn out of the
Councill six Church of England men, and to put in six others in their

and warm

to the contrary, the Episcopalians seem
to have held the fort, and worshiped there till they
built
house of worship in the city of Trenton,

is

:

2,

a

a

The Rev. Jacob Henderson,
missionary of the
Church of England stationed at Dover Hundred, in
Pennsylvania, wrote short statement of the Church
of England in the provinces of New York and New
Jersey, dated June
1712.
In
he complained
among other things that Governor Hunter had counte
nanced the dissenters in New York in taking forcible
possession of the parsonage-house, glebe lands, and
salary of Jamaica, on Long Island, which belonged
to one of the six churches in that province which
that denomination
had established.
He then refers
to New Jersey and to this very church in Hopewell
as follows

ware

Notwithstanding the statement of the Rev. Mr.

Henderson
a

stands.

is

,

it,

Episcopalians finally got the exclusive possession and
and the Presbyterians built
new one for
their own exclusive use where the Ewing Church now

use of
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U. B.
The secretary of the County Association
The tabular report of 1880 made
Titus, of Trenton.
reported in Mercer
the number of Sunday-schools
County, 100; number of officers, 402; number of
teachers, 1029; average attendance of teachers, 1014;
number of teachers church members, 984; number
of scholars, 9908 number of scholars church mem
number of conversions or confirmations
bers, 7108
for the year, 156; number of special temperance
lessons given, 45; number of schools continued all
the year, 78 schools using the international lessons,

proper, therefore, in noticing the bench as well
include all the jurists, official and unof
ficial, who reside or have resided permanently within
this county.
By the bench we understand the judges

a

is

it,

is

which adhere to their organization, such as the Prince
ton Bible Society, the Nassau Hall Bible Society, the
Lawrenceville High School Bible Society.
The County Society holds its annual meetings in
different places in the county, and are meetings of
public interest. The amount of money annually ex

pended by this society for Bibles and as a donation to
the American Bible Society averages not less than
one thousand dollars.

CHAPTER LVIII.
The bench and the bar of a county which contains
the State capital, with the State and Federal courts
held therein, differ somewhat from those of other
Judges of other than county courts, and
counties.
eminent counsel, whose prominent though not exclu
sive services are rendered in the Supreme and higher
courts, are naturally drawn to the great centre of the
State, and some of them take up their residence there.
Thus we find among the residents of Trenton the
United States district judge, three judges of the Su
preme Court of the State, one vice-chancellor, and the
and in former years such men as
Gen. Wall, Mr. Dayton, Mr. Vroom
here not because of the county courts,

attorney-general;

Mr. Southard,
were drawn

is

of the other.

;

it

Here
may be observed that many of
lived before Mercer County was
erected, but within its territory, have been briefly por
trayed in the histories of the several original counties
the lawyers

who

a

from which Mercer was erected, and also more fully
noticed by Justice Elmer, in his interesting volume
;"
of his " Reminiscences of the Bench and Bar
and
biographical
in other
Therefore we shall
sketches.
give but brief sketches of the more distinguished of
casual notice of
the dead, and in general only
others, and of the living, especially
members of the bar.

of the younger

When the county of Mercer was organized, in
Trenton bar consisted of William Halsted,
Samuel R. Hamilton, Stacy G. Potts, Henry W. Green,
James Ewing, James Wilson, Isaac W. Lanning,
Joseph C. Potts, and Mercer Beasley.
The latter
was admitted in that year. All but Mr. Wilson and
Mr. Beasley are dead, and they are still resident in
1838, the

Trenton.

At that time the members of the bar at Princeton
were James S. Green, Richard S. Field, William C.
Alexander, and David N. Bogart, none of whom are
now living.

It instructive to pass down the roll of attorneys
from colonial days to the present time.
Distance in
time seems to lend enchantment tp the names of the
early lawyers of New Jersey. We do not get very
far down the roll before we begin to feel that there
were giants in those days. Though there has been
but little change in the prescribed qualifications

for
admission to the bar, and such change has been de
signed to raise rather than to lower the
standard, yet
large proportion of the present bar
seems as if
can never attain to the high legal standing which

it

THE BENCH AND BAR.

from the bar and as those who con
stitute the bench have been members of the bar, the
personal sketches of one class will be similar to those

characterized even the lower rank of lawyers who lived
within the first half-century after the close of the

Revolutionary war. Not only has the esprit de corps
of the profession been diminished, but that enthusi
asm and that legal gladiatorship
which the old law
yers were wont to exhibit in their practice are
disap
pearing in the present multitudinous legal fraternity.
The recent modification of the practice act, allowing
such broad liberty to amend the pleadings when
found defective, superseding the use of the special
demurrer, and dispensing with that keen vigilance
which was cultivated in the old school of special
pleading, may have already effected
change in the
a

;

;

;

;

;

;

Mercer County Bible
Eible Societies.— There
Society which was organized in 1848 or thereabouts,
which well sustained, though there are several other
local Bible societies which greatly antedate
and

as distinguished

a

;

6.

;

is

teachers members of the church,
teachers, 23,437
scholars church members, 22,681 conversions
or confirmations, 4587 schools all the year, 1394
schools using international lessons, 1439; having
teachers'
meetings, 460 having normal or training
20,132

It

as the bar, to

is

;

;

;

is

a

is

schools having teachers' meetings, 28
schools
having normal or training classes,
The number of Sunday-school scholars in the State
189,718; number of schools, 1896; number of
84

;

but to be present at the higher courts of the State
and yet they practiced in the county courts and
helped to form the bar of the county of which they
were members. -

it,

This Association has a majority of the schools in the
and auxiliary to this there
county connected with
an Association in every township, each having
secretary.

THE BENCH
legal acumen of the bar. This change in
the prac
tice may further justice, but it is nevertheless a dis
advantage to the student, who is thus tempted to
throw aside the study of special pleading.

There is another element in the case, found in the
character of the legal business which was carried to
the courts in the early and formative stages of civil
society.
The engrafting of the common law upon
our new civilization and State legislation, the con
tests over title to lands, and the settlement of ques
tions of constitutional law, which occupied so much
of the time and attention of the bench and the bar
in the early years of our history, have almost dis
appeared with the generations which have passed
away.

The class of business which predominates in our
courts at the present time is that which relates to cor
porations, either municipal or of railroad companies,
or which arises from breaches of trust, the great bulk
of which lies within the jurisdiction of the Court of
Chancery.

AND BAR.
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present day contains as large a proportion of able and
eloquent advocates as the earlier roll contained. This
may be due in measure to the fact that the wide scope

of the advocate in trials at the circuit, m the presence
of a full ' court-house, is very much limited in these
days.

It

was formerly very unusual for a court to
as to the time of summing up his
case ; he was allowed a wide range in addressing the
jury. Now our judges are more economical of time,
and they do not hesitate to clip the wings of the ora

limit the counsel

tor when he is soaring aloft to the delight of his
client, the jury, and the audience, and bring him down
by holding him to the narrow issue of fact involved.
In these days the verdicts of juries are shaped more
by the charge of the court than by the discussions
and arguments of counsel.
The character of the bench is voiced in the pub
lished law and equity reports of the courts of the
State.
year.

These grow more voluminous every successive
is quite remarkable that a large proportion

It

cases reported, too often in a long and labori
ously prepared opinion, are questions shown to be
within the scope of res Judicata, and to be governed
The citations in the
by the doctrine of stare decisis.

of the

The moral character of the bench and bar of this
county and of this State loses nothing by comparison
with that of the first half-century of our State organi
zation.
Nearly all the influential members of the
bench and of the bar in the State, and in this county,
are Christian men, members of Christian churches,
and many of them are officers therein. The legal pro
fession is well represented in all the Christian and
benevolent associations of the day. The influence of
the bar is felt everywhere.
While among the very
large accessions made to the roll at every term of the
Supreme Court, not a few who are admitted are with
out a liberal education and without fine culture, the
majority of them are graduates of college, and all of
them are required to produce with their certificates
of office clerkship and study a certificate of good

These volumes of our reports show great industry
and integrity on the part of the judges, and there are
many well written, terse, and learned opinions, ex
pressed in the apt language of the legal mind, but

moral character.

the thousands

There is nothing in the law or in the rules of court
which may be construed to favor the admission to the
bar those of the gentler sex, and no application of
such kind has yet been made in this State, and there
is no apparent motive for making it. The bench has
thus far maintained such a high character for integ
rity and impartiality that the Legislature has been
disposed to deposit with the justices of the Supreme
Court and the chancellor certain political powers in
matters of appointment and reference in cases which
While this is
are outside of their judicial dominion.
a confession of distrust in the character and integrity
of the ordinary and legitimate fountains of political

power, it is questionable how wise it is to subject the
judiciary to the temptations and besetments which
Because
others have not been able to withstand.
judges of the Supreme Court are regarded as pure and

trustworthy is no reason why they should be loaded
with responsibilities which do not properly belong to
their official duties.
It may well be doubted whether the bar of the

brief of counsel and in the opinion of the justice,
who is the mouth-piece of the court, are but an ac
cumulation of cases to show that the question of law
involved has been once and again settled judicially.

It would seem as if long and diffusive opinions in
such case might well be supplanted by a short, terse
enunciation of the settled law without much verbiage
or discussion, after the manner of the old English
reports.

of volumes of reports crowding our
law libraries from all our States and from Great
Britain are calling for a reform by which opinions
should be more concise, and questions already settled
should not reappear in the published reports.

Neither the bench nor bar of New Jersey have
While the
been much honored by legal authorship.
Western bar are contributing volume after volume
yearly of law treatises and commentaries and divers
other legal miscellanies, many of which are of great
value to the profession, our bar, as if satisfied with the
reputation expressed of it by Judge Bush rod Washing
ton, has done nothing worth naming in legal author

Griffith's Law Register, unfinished, was of some
value as an epitome of certain statutes of the several
States, with some valuable notes appended ; and his
brief treatise on the Small Cause Court with forms
was of some value in its day to young beginners.
ship.

Pennington's Treatise on the Small Cause Act was
of more value, and Ewing's New Jersey Justice
has been a useful guide to justices of the peace.
Elmer's and Nixon's Forms, in the hands of every
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justice of the peace, have been useful helps. HoneyJustices' Courts,
man's Practice and Precedents in
with his treatise, bear more marks of a studied and
somewhat elaborate commentary and digest than
Potts'
any other books of the kind. Then we have
Chancery Precedents and the more enlarged and
useful chancery precedents by Mr. Dickinson, and
also Gosson's Precedents of Pleading and Corwin's
Forms.
These with our law and equity reports and

salaries.
Time will show its bearing upon the char
acter of the bench.
The political scales in New
Jersey are almost equally balanced at the polls.
As we proceed to notice the more prominent mem
bers of the bench and of the bar whose names stand
on the roll, and who were residents of this county, it
might be a pertinent inquiry for the young lawyer
who desires to go up high whether the most favorable

Stewart's digest of them constitute, with our statutes,
Judge Field's Provincial Courts, and our Law Journal,
the law literature of New Jersey.

place to acquire a high legal reputation is on the
bench or at the bar.
Richaed Stockton was a son of John Stockton
and grandson of Richard Stockton, the first of that

The bench of New Jersey, under the Constitution,
is made by the Governor's nomination, with the con
sent of the Senate, for the term of seven years. The
handsome salary of at least eight thousand dollars to

name, who settled at Stony Brook in 1696, and who
had come from England with his father to Long
Island. Richard, who is the subject of this sketch,
He graduated
was born at Princeton, Oct. 1, 1730.

every associate justice, and ten thousand dollars to
the chancellor, payable monthly, exceeds the strictly
professional income of any lawyer in the State, ex
cept perhaps half a dozen, and a very few others who

All ex
are retained by large railroad companies.
perience teaches that such patronage is a strong
element in the politics of the State, and that the

Governor who nominates will consult the interest of
A non
his political friends in making nominations.
partisan judiciary is not a well-defined term. Does

it

mean that the nominees for the bench are not po

litical partisans, and have no political affiliation with
eithe'r party ? or does it mean that the political forces
on the bench should

be equalized, or as nearly so as
or what is meant by it ? In Mercer County
every judicial position from the city District Court
through all the courts up to the highest is filled at
possible^?

present by Democrats, and because they are Demo
crats. Every change in the political character of the
Governor shows a corresponding change inthe politi
cal complexion of the bench when vacancies are
filled. Both parties are subject alike to this infirmity,
and the least bad faith in one is sure to provoke a
swing of the non-partisan pendulum far in an oppo
site direction when there is a change in the executive.
It has been so in some measure ever since this county
has been made, and there seems to be no cure for it.
A few'years ago, by some sort of mutual understand
ing between the leaders of the parties, it was arranged
that the two parties should be equally represented in
the judiciary, and when there was an odd member
to be appointed the dominant party should be at lib
erty to nominate such, and obtain the majority on
the bench.
But such an arrangement is worth but
little, and without inquiring where the departure first
arose, the present fact is that on the Supreme Court
bench to-day there are six Democrats and three Re
publicans.
The chancellor and one vice-chancellor
and the attorney-general
are Democrats, and one
vice-chancellor
is a Republican.
in every gubernatorial election

It

is evident

that

no branch of the
State government offers more tempting patronage for
political services than the judiciary with its large

at the College of New Jersey, at Newark, in the first
He read law with David Ogden, in
class, in 1748.

Newark, and was admitted to the bar of New Jersey
in term of August, 1754, and opened his office at
Princeton, and began to practice with unrivaled suc
After twelve years of practice, extending
cess.
throughout this province and into other colonies, he
made a visit to England, and was greatly honored
there. While there he waited upon Dr. Witherspbon
and persuaded him to accept the presidency of Prince
ton College.
He returned to America in 1767. The
next year he was made a member of Council, and in
1774 he was appointed judge of the Supreme Court.
On the 21st of June, 1776, he was elected member of
the General Congress at Philadelphia.
Dr. Witherspoon was his colleague in that body.
They both
signed the Declaration of Independence.
In August,
1776, he was a candidate under the State Constitu
tion for Governor, and received a tie vote upon the
first ballot with Gen. Livingston, but the latter was
elected, and Mr. Stockton was elected chief justice,
which he declined.
He resumed the practice of the
"Morven,"
law. The war broke upon the State.
his

beautiful home in Princeton, was pillaged by the
Hessian soldiers.
He himself was betrayed in Mon
mouth County and captured by the enemy, and after
a long imprisonment was released, with health de
stroyed.

" Morven,"

He died at
Feb. 28, 1781, in the
year of his age.
We have no record of his
professional or judicial life, — no law reports of that

fifty-first

day, — but Rev. Dr. S. Stanhope Smith, vice-president
of the college, preached his funeral discourse, and re
ferred to his professional character in these words:

" At the bar he practiced
for many years with un
rivaled reputation and success. In council he was
wise and

firm, but always

prudent

and moderate.

The office of a judge of the province was never filled
with more integrity and learning than it was by him
for several years before the Revolution. In his private
life he was easy and graceful in his manners, in his
conversation affable and entertaining, and master of a
smooth and elegant style even in his ordinary dis
course. As a man of letters he possessed a superior

THE BENCH AND BAR.
genius, highly cultivated

by long and assiduous ap
researches into the principles of
morals and religion were deep and accurate, and his
knowledge of the laws of his country extensive and
profound.
He was well acquainted with all the
branches of polite learning, but he was particularly

plication.

His

for a flowing and persuasive eloquence by
which he long governed in the courts of justice. He
was a member of the Presbyterian Church, and left a
widow, Annis Boudinot, a very intellectual and pious
woman, two sons, —Richard and Lucius Horatio
Stockton, — and four daughters, viz. : Mrs. Dr. Rush,
Mrs. Alexander Cuthbert, Mrs. Rev. Andrew Hunter,
and Mrs. Robert Field.
Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant was a son of
Jonathan Sergeant and Joanna Dickinson, his wife,
and was born in Newark, N. J., in 1746.
A few years
after this, Jonathan, who was then treasurer of the
College of New Jersey, removed with his family to
Princeton, when the college was removed there. He
graduated at Nassau Hall in 1762, when sixteen years
of age, read law with Richard Stockton, and being ad
mitted to the bar began to practice in Princeton with
high promise of distinction. He was fired with the
spirit of patriotism before he was twenty years of age,
and he was chosen clerk of the first Provincial Con
vention held at New Brunswick to elect delegates to
the Continental Congress, July 21, 1774. The next
year he was appointed secretary of the second con
vention, and also treasurer of that body, and a mem
In February, 1776,
ber of the Committee of Safety.
admired

he was appointed a delegate to the Continental Con
in Philadelphia, and he served in that body till

gress

May of that year, when he was elected a member of
the Provincial Congress of New Jersey, and believing
that he could better serve the cause of independence
there, he resigned his seat in the Continental Con
gress and took his place again in the Provincial Con
He was on
gress, which met June 10th, at Burlington.
the committee to draft a Constitution for New Jersey as
a State, and he labored with prominence and success in
accomplishing it. That Constitution was reported on
the 26th of June, and was adopted on the 2d of July,
the day the adoptive vote was taken on the
Con
declaration of independence in the Continental
gress. There was no more devoted son of liberty in
New Jersey than Mr. Sergeant. In November, 1776,
1776,

he was chosen by the Legislature of the first State
as yet organized, New Jersey, with Richard Stockton,

Dr. John Witherspoon, Abraham Clark, and Jona
than Elmer to represent the State in the Congress of
the United States. In the following year he was ap
of the commonwealth of
pointed attorney-general
Pennsylvania, with a salary of two thousand pounds,
and he accepted the office and removed from Prince
ton, where his handsome new house had been re
duced to a heap of ashes by the Hessian soldiers, and
Philadelphia. There he
he took up his residence in
followed

his profession, and rendered many valuable
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services to his country, declining after peace to ac
cept any office after he resigned the attorney-general
ship in 1780.
In the summer of 1793 the yellow fever scourged the
Mr. Sergeant with several
city of Philadelphia.

other philanthropic citizens served voluntarily on
the board of health, and devoted himself heroically to
the care of the sick and the dying till Oct. 8, 1793,
when he fell a martyr victim to the fatal disease.
Mr. Sergeant was distinguished for integrity, learn
ing, and industry, and possessed fine natural elocu
As a citizen he was generous, benevolent, and
tion.
courageous.
He was hospitable without ostentation.
His first wife was a daughter of the Rev. Elihu Spen
His second wife was a daugh
cer, D.D., of Trenton.

He had
ter of David Rittenhouse, the astronomer.
eleven children, eight by the first and three by the
second wife.
Nearly all his sons were distinguished
members of the Philadelphia bar, John and Thomas
Sergeant being the most illustrious ; his daughter,
Mrs. Dr. Samuel Miller, being the only child who
spent her life chiefly in New Jersey.
Samuel Witham Stockton was a younger brother

of Richard, the signer, and was born in Princeton,
He went to
and graduated at Nassau Hall in 1767.
Europe as secretary of the American commissioners
While abroad
to the courts of Austria and Russia.
he negotiated a treaty with Holland. He returned to
New Jersey 'in 1779. He was elected secretary of the
convention of New Jersey to ratify the Constitution
of the United States. He removed from Princeton
to Trenton, and in 1794 he was appointed Secretary
of State of New Jersey, and in 1795 he lost his life
in being thrown from a chaise in Trenton.1
David Breaely was the son of David Brearly
and Mary Clarke, of Maidenhead, a prominent family
of English ancestry. He read law at Princeton ; was
admitted to the bar before the Revolution, and settled
at AUentown, in Monmouth County, N. J. In 1776
he was a member of the first Constitutional Conven
tion, for which he was outlawed by the British govern
ment, and a reward of one hundred pounds was of
fered for his apprehension. He was later commissioned
colonel, and on his way to join the army of the West
he was appointed to the chief justiceship of New
Jersey, an office which he held from June, 1779, till
appointed judge of
1789, when he resigned, and was
the United States Court for New Jersey, which office
he held till his death, Aug. 15, 1790, aged forty-four
years. In 1787, while chief justice, he was appointed
delegate to the convention to frame the Constitution
of the United States, and as such he took part in that
work, and signed the instrument.
Samuel Leake was admitted to the bar in 1776.

He was born in Cumberland County, N. J., in 1748,
He first settled
and graduated at Princeton in 1774.
at Salem, but removed to Trenton in 1785, and resided
1 Dr. Hall's History of Trenton.
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there

till

his death, in 1820. He had a large practice,
" Law
be seen by reference to Coxe's

as may readily

Reports."

He was an eccentric man. Chief Justice
Ewing read law with Mr. Leake, and ever showed re
spect for him. He was a member of the Presbyterian
Church. He was buried in Trenton.
Richard Howell, Governor and chancellor of
the State from 1793 to 1801, was a son of Ebenezer
Howell,"
and was born in Delaware.
He and his
brother Lewis came into this State in 1774.
They
were among those who were engaged in burning the
tea in the store-house in Greenwich.
Richard was
admitted to the bar of New Jersey in 1779, having
served in the army during the war. In 1778 he was
elected clerk of the Supreme Court, having just before
taken up his residence in Trenton, and in 1793 was
elected Governor.
After his official term expired he
returned to the practice of the law in Trenton.
He
died at his residence near Trenton, May 5, 1805, at
the age of forty-nine.
Mrs. Jefferson Davis was his

Mr. Stockton soon showed signs of ability, and rose
to the head of the bar rapidly. He was an eloquent and
profound lawyer, a great common law lawyer, stand
ing for a quarter of a century at the head of the New

Jersey bar. His practice was extensive and lucrative.
He was a strong Federalist till his death, bitterly op
posed to Jefferson, and was a member of the United
States Senate from 1796 to 1799, and a member of the
House of Representatives from 1813 to 1815. He seldom
spoke,but when he did he commanded marked atten

He was a candidate for Governor against Gov
for several years, but his party was
in the minority and he did not succeed. He was a
trustee of the college and of the Presbyterian Church
at Princeton for many years. He left a large family
of children, among whom was Commodore Robert F.
Stockton.
He was a large, fine-looking man, with
dignified and haughty manners, but of high honor
tion.

ernor Bloomfield

and integrity.

William C. Houston, after having been professor
in Princeton College for several years, was admitted
to the bar in April, 1781, and settled in Trenton.
He
had held several public positions.
He had been five

He was an honor to the bar and to
He continued to reside at Morven till his
He has left
death, which occurred March 7, 1828.
but little behind him to remind his descendants of
Glimpses may be seen of his labors
his great abilities.
in his briefs in the law reports of Coxe, Pennington,
Southard, down to the close of the fourth volume of

times elected to the Congress of Confederation ; was
elected delegate to Annapolis to arrange for the Con
stitutional Convention.
He was clerk of the Supreme

Halsted, reaching to the year next preceding his
death. He left a large estate, and devised Morven to
his son, Robert F. Stockton.
He left the Springdale

Court from 1781 to 1788.
He never had much prac
tice ; his health was bad, and in 1788 he died on his
way to his native State in search of health.

farm to his son, William B. Stockton, and Tusculum
to his son, Lieut. Samuel W. Stockton, United States
navy, and he made liberal bequests to his widow,
Mary Field, and their several daughters, —Annis (Mrs.

granddaughter.

John Rutherford, the son of Walter Ruther
ford, was born in che city of New York in 1760, and
graduated at Princeton in 1776. He was admitted to
the bar in 1782, having studied law with Richard
(the signer), and with William Paterson.
He married a daughter of Gen. Lewis Morris, and

Stockton

settled at first in New York.
He was elected to the
United States Senate in 1790, at the age of thirty,
and again in 1796.
He resigned in 1798, and took up

his residence at Trenton, at

a beautiful site on the
Delaware, where he remained till 1808, when he re
moved to the Passaic above Newark. He died in
1840.1
He was one of the proprietors of New Jersey,
and a man of wealth.

Richard Stockton, the son of the signer, some
Duke,"
times called "the
was born at Morven, in
Princeton, and graduated at the college in 1779.
He
was thought less promising than his brother Lucius

Horatio. His father took him to Philadelphia to
place him in a store, but Dr. Rush advised him
to
study law, as that was to be the great profession.
Richard took his advice, and studied law with Elias
Boudinot, his uncle.
He was admitted to the bar in
1784, and his father having died in 1781, he com
menced practice in Princeton, and resided at Morven,
which had been devised to him.
1 Elmer's Reminiscences.

the State.

J.

R. Thompson), Mary (Mrs. Harrison), Julia (Mrs.
Rhinelander), and Caroline (Mrs. Rotch). His eldest
son, Richard, practiced law in New Jersey for a few
years, and then removed to Mississippi, where he be
came distinguished at the bar, and was killed in a
duel.

Lucius Horatio Stockton was a brother of
Duke,"
Richard, " the
and a son of the signer. He was
born in Princeton, graduated in the class of 1787,
and after studying law was admitted to the bar in
He settled in Trenton, acquired a
September, 1791.

large practice, became an eminent lawyer, and was at
one time district attorney for New Jersey. In 1801
he was nominated by President Adams to be Secre

tary of War just before the close of his term, which
gave umbrage to Mr. Jefferson.
He was eccentric
and a strong Federalist.
He was a member of the
Presbyterian Church.
His daughter, Sarah Milnor,
was married to Rev. William J. Armstrong,
He died May 26, 1835.

D.D., of

Trenton.

Aaron D. Woodruff, eldest son of Elias Wood
ruff, was born at Elizabeth, N. J., Sept. 12, 1762.
He
was educated at Princeton College, the honors of which
he received at the commencement in. the year 1779
when he delivered the valedictory oration.
At sub
sequent periods of that eventful crisis, although
in
his youth, he took an active part in the defense of
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zeal in suppressing every vice. In social life he was
the cheerful companion, kind neighbor, sympathizing
friend
unostentatiously merciful, his heart was ever
open to the cries of the distressed. He was
very ac
a

;

ceptable and highly-esteemed Grand Masterof the An
was
cient Order of Free and Accepted Masons, and as

it

American liberty, both in civil and military depart
ments. Admitted to the bar in 1784, he speedily at
tained an elevated and highly respectable
standing
among many eminent competitors.
He early pos
sessed the confidence of his country, manifested
by
repeated elections to very confidential
and honorable
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a

the joy of his heart to see the brethren living in unity,
and by
consistent life and conversation practicing

a

it

and adorning those sacred doctrines which in their
excellent institution they profess, so where the con
was
source of real grief to
trary appeared in any,
his amiable and pacific mind.

His

health had been

a

rapidly declining for some months previous to his
death. He died June 24, 1817, in the fifty-sixth year
of his age, at the house of his brother-in-law, Robert
C. Thomson, in the county of Sussex (now Warren),
on his way to Schooley's Mountain, whither, at the
urgent entreaties of near relatives, he had gone for
the benefit of his health.
His remains were brought
to his residence in Trenton, where, on the morning
of the 26th instant, notwithstanding very unfavorable
large and respectable collection of the ju
weather,
diciary, bar, Masonic brethren, as well as relatives
and fellow-citizens having assembled, his body was
interred with Masonic honors in the graveyard of the
First Presbyterian Church.

Aaron D. Woodruff married a daughter of Col.
Thomas Lowrey, of the war of the Revolution.
By
this marriage two sons and two daughters reached
maturity.

a

a

graduate of Princeton
Elias Deacon Woodruff,
College in 1804, pursued the study of law, settled at
Woodbury, N. J., and died early in life. Thomas L.
graduate of Princeton College, en
Woodruff, also

;

for his talents and usefulness at
period of fixing on the permanent seat

of government, which he actively contributed to es
tablish at Trenton. In 1793 he was elected to the
high and responsible office of attorney-general, and

most distinguished

he was an undeviating adherent to
notwithstanding
the politics of the Washington school, he was continu
ally re-elected, except at one period, in the year 1811,

father,

sphere he was pre-eminent

ordinances, and institutions of Christianity.
the discharge of his official duties, if the subject
required
he did not fail to manifest the warmest

^clergy,

it,

In

not a native of Princeton,

William

Johnson,

nor did he die there.
native

His

of Ireland,

Quaker, emigrated to this country about the middle
of the eighteenth century.
He married Ruth Potts,

They removed to Charleston, S. C,
he established a boarding-school.
Thomas
Potts Johnson was born about 1761.
After
resi
dence of some years the father died, and his wife and
five children removed to Trenton, where she opened
store and apprenticed Thomas to the carpenter's
of Trenton.

a

where

trade.

His

health

failed, and he went to teaching.

He then became partner in a mercantile house of
Philadelphia, and he was sent to open a branch in
Va., where he became acquainted with
Richmond,
Chief Justice Marshall, and was attracted by the bar
a

In the domestic
for the amiable and affec
tionate virtues which adorned his character.
His
health was such that for several years he was pre
cluded from frequent attendance on public worship,
.yet he was ever in a high degree respectful to the
nity during the residue of his life.

remembered as one of the
lawyers of New Jersey, and one
of the most notable citizens of Princeton.
He was

a

when through the violence of party spirit he was dis
placed.
Such, however, was the force of public opin
ion that he was unanimously again elected the year
following, and discharged the duties of office with dig

Thomas P. Johnson

a

the important

Retired to rural life, and died in Ewing, near Tren
Mrs. Susan S. Thomson, wife of George
ton, in 1850.
W. Thomson, of New Jersey Mrs. Esther M. Smith,
wife of Rev. John Smith, of Connecticut, neither of
whom are living.

a

highly distinguished

tered the medical profession, held the position of
president of the Trenton Bank from 1826 to 1832.

is

trusts, to the office of elector of President and Vice.President of the United States, and to a seat in the
Legislature from the county of Hunterdon. He was
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of the " Old Dominion."

He was warden of the
store was destroyed by fire, and he returned
to New Jersey and settled at Princeton, where he
married a daughter of Maj. Robert Stockton, and en
tered the office of Richard Stockton as a law student.
He received his license as an attorney-at-law in 1794,
city.

His

He was a brilliant
and in due time as counselor.
lawyer, and whether before the court or the jury, he
was listened to with attention ; he was particularly
strong before a jury.
ent were captivating.

His wit

and versatility of tal
a favorite with the

He was

His habits were convivial, and in society he
He had not gone to college, but
was much admired.
he had received much self-culture, and was able to
speak the French language fluently, and his com
mand of the English was hardly surpassed by any

masses.

member of the bar. He was a scholarly gentleman
of fine personal appearance. He was frequently the
antagonist of Richard Stockton in the higher courts,
but his practice from home was not as extensive as that
justices'
courts
of Mr. Stockton. He would appear in
and try causes before a jury in the neighborhood,
greatly to the edification of the community, when
many came to hear him.

Mr. Johnson was a believer in Christianity, and in
the latter period of his life was a close student of the
Bible.
He spent his last years at New Hope, Pa.,
with his son-in-law, Dr. R. D. Corson, where he died
in 1838. A large portrait of him, painted at the ex
pense of the bar of New Jersey, hangs on the walls
of the Flemington court house. He left several chil
dren.

Charles Ewing

was the son of James Ewing, of
County, N. J., and Martha Boyd. They
were of Scotch-Irish descent. He was a member of
the Legislature, and moved to Trenton about 1799.
He was much respected and held public office there
Cumberland

until his death, in 1824. Charles, their son, who be
came chief justice, was born in 1780, his mother
dying while he was still in his infancy. He graduated
at Princeton in 1798, with first honor, excelling in
mathematics.
He read law in Mr. Samuel Leake's
He was admitted to the bar in
office in Trenton.
He gave his attention closely to his practice,
1802.
and did not neglect his general culture.
He soon
took rank among the best lawyers of the State, and
in 1824 he was appointed chief justice of the Su
preme Court, to succeed Chief Justice Kirkpatrick.
This office he filled with great acceptance and ability.
He was conscientious, industrious, painstaking, and
learned, and he did not lower the dignity and honor
of the office in any measure. Chief Justice Ewing
was a well-rounded, well-developed jurist. In every
phase of human character he was a complete man,
.admired and beloved in religious and social life, and
At the expiration of his offi
revered in the courts.

cial term he was reappointed, though his political
faith was not in sympathy with the majority of the
joint meeting which appointed him. He had scarcely

entered upon his second term when he verified the
mark,"
common saying that " death likes a shining
and he fell a victim to the cholera in 1832, in the

fifty-

midst of his usefulness and honors, and in the
third year of his age. He may be remembered as a
model for young lawyers to imitate.
His memory
still retains its fragrance in the church, in the city,

Ewing township was named in honor
He left one son, Dr. Francis A. Ewing, and
two daughters, one the widow of the late Chief Jus
tice Henry W. Green, and the other the wife of Judge
and the State.

of him.

Caleb S. Green.

Samuel L. Southard was a native of Basking
Ridge, Somerset Co., N. J. He went from the classi
cal school of his native town to Princeton College,
His father's name was
where he graduated in 1804.
at college he
After
Southard.
graduating
Henry
taught in the family of Col. John Taliaferro, of
Virginia, and at the same time studied law there, and
He then returned
was admitted to the bar in 1809.
to New Jersey, and in 1811 was admitted to the bar
of this State and settled at Flemington. In 1814 he
was appointed law reporter of the State, and he was
appointed prosecutor of the pleas of Hunterdon. He
rose high at the bar, and in 1815 he was elected mem
ber of the Assembly, and in the same year he was
chosen associate justice of the Supreme Court in
place of Mahlon Dickerson, who had been elected
Governor.
Justice Southard now removed his resi
dence to Trenton, and retained it till 1838, when he
removed to Jersey City and became president of the
Morris Canal and Banking Company.
Justice Southard remained on the bench of the Su
preme Court for five years. In 1820 he, with Charles
Ewing, was engaged to prepare and publish the re
vised statutes of the State, and as a Presidential
elector cast his vote for James Monroe for President.
In 1821 he was elected to the United States Senate and
resigned his judgeship.
The admission of Missouri
as a State into the Union was at that time the ex
citing public question. In 1823 he left the Senate
and took a seat in the cabinet as Secretary of the
Navy under Monroe, and continued it under John
Quincy Adams until 1829, when he was elected
attorney-general of New Jersey in place of Theodore
Frelinghuysen, who was then elected to the United
States Senate.
He resumed his practice at Trenton,
where his residence was.

In

1832 he was chosen Gov

ernor of the State, and soon after United States sen
In 1841 he was
ator, which place he held till 1844.
president of the Senate, after Mr. Tyler succeeded
Gen. Harrison, and so continued till his death in 1842.
He died at his wife's brother's in Virginia.
He mar
ried Rebecca Harrow in 1812.

Mr. Southard was a brilliant man, — brilliant in his
whole career as an advocate, as a judge, as a senator,
as a statesman, as a public speaker, in society, and in
He was once a
literature.
He was a Presbyterian.
Democrat

in the old school, but

a

Whig from the
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formation of that party.
His daughter Virginia was
married to Ogden Hoffman, of New York City.
Peter D. Vroom was born in Hillsborough town
ship, on the banks of the Raritan, in the county of

Somerset, N. J., Dec. 12, 1791.
His father, whose
name he bore, was Col. Peter D. Vroom, who was
born in 1745, and came from New York and took up
his residence on the south side of the Raritan, near
the junction of the north and south branches of that
river, and there, on a good farm, resided till his death

in 1831. His wife was Elsie Bogert, and both were
of Dutch descent.
When the Revolutionary war
commenced he was one of the first to raise a military

company, and he served as lieutenant and captain ;
in 1777 he became major, and then lieutenant-colonel.
He was in service during the war, and led a company
at the battle of Germantown.
He was a prominent
man in the county, and served as justice of the peace,
sheriff, and clerk of the county, and representative
in the Legislative Council and Assembly.
He was
an elder in the Reformed Dutch Church, and was
greatly respected by all who knew him.
Peter D. Vroom, Jr., who is the subject of this
sketch, was the youngest son of his father, who cher

ished him with pride and with a fond hope of future
honors.
He was prepared for college at the Somerville Academy; entered Columbia College in New

in 1808. He read law with
York, and
George McDonald, an eccentric and noted lawyer of
Somerville, and was admitted to the bar as an attor
ney in May, 1813, and as a counselor in 1816, and was
made a sergeant in 1828.
He first opened an office at Schooley's Mountain,
and after eighteen months he removed to Hackettstown ; after being there about two years he removed
to Flemington, the capital of Hunterdon County.
While there his practice increased, and he went down
to the goodly neighborhood
along the Raritan and
married a daughter of Col. Peter B. Dumont, whose
old homestead is now the summer residence of Secre
tary Frelinghuysen, on the south bank of the river.
It is quite evident that Mr. Dumont's daughters were
accomplished and attractive, for the three best young
men of the county, who had all graduated at college
about the same time, namely, Frederick Frelinghuy
sen, William C. Elmendorf, and Peter D. Vroom, Jr.,
selected their wives from the daughters of Mr. Du
Attorney-General Frelinghuysen appointed
mont.
Mr. Vroom prosecutor of the pleas of Hunterdon.

As early as 1818, two years after he became coun
selor, Chief Justice Kirkpatrick, in rendering a judi
cial opinion in the Supreme Court, referred to him as
" whose discernment and accuracy were inferior
one
bar."1
to none of his standing at the
and applied
returned
to
Somerville,
he
In 1820
himself earnestly to his practice, taking the house
and many of the clients of his former preceptor, who
J I. South, 141.

AND

BAR.
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In 1824 he was drawn
had just gone West and died.
into politics ; and though he had been reared by his
father in the old school of the Federalists, like many
others of that party he took a departure and joined
the new Jackson party, and ever after adhered tena
He became
ciously to the Democratic organization.
the rising man of the county, and was elected in
In
1826, 1827, and 1829 to the House of Assembly.
he was chosen by the Legislature Governor of
He
the State, and ex-officio chancellor and ordinary.
was re-elected in 1830, 1831, 1833, 1834, 1835, when
his health compelled him to decline the office.
1829

Governor Vroom's services as chancellor for six
years were of great importance to that court and of
great value to the State. It was his well-considered
opinions which were the first that were reported by
that court, and which by their publication disclosed

to the public eye the nature and the special jurisdic
tion of our separate Court of Equity. His opinions

were laboriously and carefully prepared, and they
have done much to settle the principles and formulate
Upon retiring from
the practice of this high court.
office he resumed his practice at Somerville, and his
services were in constant demand at the county cir
cuits and in the State courts.
In 1837, President Van Buren appointed him on a
commission to adjust claims under the treaty with the
Choctaw Indians, and he was required to spend sev
eral months in Mississippi under that appointment.
In 1838 he was elected to Congress on general
ticket.
He, with others on his ticket, were denied
a certificate, under the
by Governor Pennington
great seal of the State, of their election, though they
received a majority of the popular vote. This was
done because some of the returns were irregular, and
only Congress could go behind them. The result of
war" in Congress, as it was called,
that " Broad Seal
admitted Governor Vroom and his associates to their
seats, after

examining

the rejected returns, but the

prima facie sanctity of the seal was defended. Gov
The House
ernor Vroom was the hero in the fight.
of Representatives was not the field best adapted to
the exhibition of the rare virtues and unselfish char
acter of such a man, and he gladly returned to his
legal practice, but transplanted himself from his na
tive county-seat to the capital of the State. Having
lost his wife several years before he left Somerville,
he found for his new home a second one in the daugh
In 1850, Princeton Col
ter of Gen. Garret D. Wall.
lege conferred upon him the degree of LL.D.
Standing now at the head of the bar in the State,
he enjoyed a large and agreeable practice, which he
pursued to the end of his life, except when interrupted
He yielded to the
by the claims of statesmanship.

influence of his friends, and accepted the govern
mental mission to Prussia, and with his family re
sided in Berlin from 1853 to 1857.
He represented
his government with ability and dignity, but was
happy when he was allowed to return home.
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The spirit of his inborn patriotism impelled him to
go as one of nine commissioners from New Jersey to
the Peace Convention, represented by twenty States,

in the city of Washington, to avert, if possible, the
terrible civil war then ready to break upon the coun
try.
He was conceded to be the Nestor of that distin
guished commission, and though their efforts proved
fruitless, the able and patriotic services of Governor
Vroom in that connection were worthy of his high
Christian statesmanship.
His political convictions,
as also all his other convictions, were very strong;
they settled deep in his honest nature, and of course
his prejudices were strong. But how beautifully the
nobility of his soul asserted itself, when in 1863 be
fore that large, inflamed, and misihstructed assemblage

of men, at Somerville, who had conceived the military
draft to be an act of despotism to be resisted by arms,
he appeared and uncovered his hoary head and fixed
those dark, penetrating eyes of his upon the surging
multitude, and with uplifted hand said, "Peace, be still !

till the courts pronounce it invalid.
However obnoxious the enforcement of the draft may
be, its forcible resistance will involve a greater wrong.
Wait upon the courts."
These brave words from this
revered oracle of the Somerset Democracy dispelled
the law is valid

the spirit of riot and ruin.
His speech was eloquent,
and was at considerable length published throughout

the country with happy effect.
Governor Vroom was a leading member of the con
vention to frame a new Constitution of the State in
1844, and was on the commission to revise the statutes
to make them conform to it. When Chief Justice
Green's term expired Governor Fort tendered that

high office to Governor Vroom, but he declined it.1
There were other offices and public trusts of some
importance which he filled.
He was a trustee of
Rutgers College and strongly attached to that institu
tion, to which he sent his sons to be educated.
The foregoing is a meagre outline of this superior
and honored son of New Jersey, one whom we do not
hesitate to call a model man. His personal appear
ance was very attractive, and indicative of his inward
character.
He was always dignified, courteous, and
kind ; condescending to men of low estate, accessible
to all, and cordially helpful to young members of the
bar. His private life was pure and beautiful ; he left
no stain upon the pride and affection of his household.
His public life was a model to public men. Avoiding
the snares of speculation and reckless adventure and
a haste to be rich, which wreck so many fortunes and
reputations, he was favorable to all wise enterprises,
but prudent and moderate in all things. No political
slate made up by leading partisans, however promi
nent a place upon it might be assigned to his name,
could inveigle him into an alliance which his sense of
honor and his conscience repelled, though other good
1 He had declined a seat in the cabinet twice, once as AttorneyGeneral and onceas Secretaryof the Navy.

men might unite in the scheme to obtain success.
What some persons regarded as coldness in his nature
was only a reservedness which shielded him and
helped to keep him unspotted from the world.
Whether on the woolsack or at the court of Berlin,
in Congress or in the village prayer-meeting, before
a jury or in the Sunday-school,
he was always the
inflexible, consistent Christian.
Governor Vroom was a model lawyer, both as

counselor and as advocate before the court and before
the jury. Among his contemporaries in his best days
were George Wood, the Frelinghuysens, Southard,
Dayton, H. W. Green, all eloquent and strong, but
'

Governor Vroom
each having special excellence.
combined in large, if not full measure, the special
excellence of each. He was logical and learned, en
He
thusiastic and pathetic, calm and persuasive.
may not have been so terse and direct as some, nor so
vehement and lofty as others, but he was polished,
When he had gone over
thorough, and exhaustive.
Nor
a case there was nothing left to be presented.
was he weak enough to gauge the value of his ser
vices by the moderate grade of his fees.
His religious life was full-orbed.
From, youth to

old age he was true to his convictions and his vows.
He gave his benefactions and benedictions to the
cause of temperance, of African colonization, of the
Bible, of Sunday-schools, of Bis Dutch Church, in
which he was a ruling elder, and his Dutch College,
of which he was a trustee.
Very slowly and gently did his strength depart.
After having been at the bar sixty-one years, he died
at peace with God and with the world, Nov. 18, 1874,
at the age of eighty-three years, and was buried in
his native soil, on the banks of the Raritan. He had
by his first wife one son, John P. Vroom, an accom
plished young lawyer, who died suddenly in his
father's office in 1865, and a daughter, Miss Maria,
still living. By his second wife four sons, viz., Col.
Peter D., of the United States army, who was
wounded at South Mountain, in the late war ; Garret
D. W., who is in his father's place in Trenton, high
at the bar; James W., a lawyer at Newark; and
Governeur P., who died in 1870, as he was just ready
for the bar.

Samuel R. Hamilton was born in Princeton, a
John Hamilton and Phebe Ross, his wife.
Their ancestors came from Scotland.
Samuel gradu
ated at Nassau Hall in 1808, and studied law with
Isaac H. Williamson at Elizabethtown. He was ad
mitted to the bar in November, 1812, and opened an
office in Princeton,
where, he practiced for several
years. Then he removed to Trenton,
where he re
mained the rest of his life. He acquired a large
practice, and attended the courts of Hunterdon, Som
erset, Middlesex, and Burlington before Mercer was
formed.
He enjoyed a trial by jury more than one
before the court.
He was regarded as a keen, fear
less lawyer, always ready for a tilt with any foe.
He
son of
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had a good deal of public spirit and of military pride,
and wearing the title of general, he honored his epau
lettes on all proper occasions. He was quartermastergeneral of New Jersey for many years. He was neat
and particular in his tastes, and his services in super
intending the grounds and building of the State-house

of public value. He took an interest in the
affairs of the Presbyterian Church in Princeton while
there, and in Trenton throughout his residence there.
He was industrious, abstemious, and attentive to a
large practice till the close of his life.
He filled the
office of prosecutor of the pleas of Mercer County
only a few years before his death. His sons were
Morris R. Hamilton, an attorney by profession, but
now connected with journalism in Camden ; John R.
Hamilton, and S. Alexander Hamilton, and he had
at least one daughter.
He died twenty years ago.
William Halsted belonged to the family of Hal-

were

J.

of Essex County, N.
He was a brother to
Chancellor Oliver Spencer Halsted, of Newark.
He graduated at Princeton in 1812, and was ad

steds,

mitted to the bar in November, 1816, and early settled
in the city of Trenton.
Mr. Halsted was an industrious and indefatigable
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nent lawyer, and popular with his clients and with
He was the law reporter of the State
the masses.
from 1831 to 1836, and published three volumes of
Green's Reports.
He represented Somerset County

He
for several years in Council, beginning in 1829.
had been a strong Federalist, but advocated the elec
tion of Gen. Jackson to the presidency. President
Jackson nominated him United States district at
torney for New Jersey, which office he held till the
President
election of President Harrison, in 1840.
Tyler nominated him Secretary of the Treasury, but
the Senate being Whig refused to confirm him. He
joined other Princeton men in the internal improve
ment system, and became a director in the Delaware
and Raritan Canal Company, and in the joint com
panies, and was treasurer of the joint companies.

He was trustee of Princeton College and Church,
treasurer of the Theological Seminary for many years.
He was assigned a chair in the law department of
the college which was attempted to be established in
He held many local offices in the township
and borough.
He took an active interest in the
Presbyterian Church, and taught a class in the Sun
He bore
day-school, but was not a communicant.
1847.

lawyer.

He was comely in person, having an intelli
gent and pleasant face, with a keen black eye.
He
had a large practice, and was retained in many im
portant cases.
He early arrayed himself as counsel

his share of public duties, and identified himself with
the people. In his later years he gave more atten
tion to the interests of the joint companies than to
He belonged to the Democratic
his legal practice.

against the Camden and Amboy Railroad Company,
and he was usually retained by those who had suits
against that company.
He was prosecutor of the
pleas in Hunterdon from 1833 to 1837.

party.
He was at the time of his death a manager of
He was genial in his manners,
the lunatic asylum.
and for fifty years he was a useful, prominent, and
honorable citizen of Princeton.
He died quite sud
He
denly Nov. 8, 1862, seventy-two years of age.

In

184 — he was elected to Congress,

and he suc

James S. Green as United States district at
torney for the district of New Jersey, having been
nominated by President Taylor. In the last years of
his life he became blind. He attended the Episcopal
ceeded

Church. Mr. Halsted was a prominent lawyer in the
State for thirty years, and his name in the reports
indicates in some degree the extent and character of
He was for many years reporter, and
his practice.
published
ninevolumes known as Halsted's Reports,
he
and also a digest of the same. When the late civil
war broke out he raised the first regiment of cavalry
in New Jersey, and went out as the colonel of the
He
regiment, but he was not long in the service.

died March 4, 1873, aged eighty-four years.
James Sproat Green was a son of Rev. Ashbel
Green, D.D., president of Princeton College, and was
born in Philadelphia, July 22, 1792. He graduated at

Dickinson College in 1811, and came to Princeton
with his father in 1812. He studied law in the office
of Thomas P. Johnson, and was admitted to the bar
Jersey in 1817, and opened his office in Prince
of New.

ton. He passed through the various honorary de
grees of the bar, and obtained a large practice, usually
attending the Somerset, Middlesex, Hunterdon, and
Burlington Circuits.
He
often the Monmouth and
agreeable man, a promi
pleasant
an
speaker,
was a

left a widow and five children,
daughters.

three sons and two

His

sons, Ashbel Green and Robert S. Green, were
admitted to the bar of New Jersey, but the
former began the practice in the city of New York,
and occupies a very respectable position at the New

both

York

bar as well as at New Jersey, and th» latter,
he practiced at Elizabeth for several years,
has also established a respectable practice in New
York. His son, James S. Green, M.D., is a skillful
physician at Elizabeth, N. J.

though

Richard Stockton Field

was a son

of Robert

C. Field, of Whitehill, Burlington Co., N. J., and
who graduated at Princeton College in 1793, and who
in 1797 married Abby Stockton, the youngest daugh
His grandfather
ter of Richard Stockton the signer.

was Robert Field, a warm patriot who presided at a
public meeting in Burlington which sent delegates to
the convention in New Brunswick in 1774, and he
Robert C. Field died in 1810. The
died in 1775.
family claim an honorable and ancient English an
cestry. After his death his widow and her five chil
dren removed to Princeton, and remained there during
the remainder of her long life. Richard, though prob
ably born in Whitehill, spent his boyhood in Prince
ton and was there educated. He graduated at Prince-
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ton College in the class of 1821, and read law with
his uncle, Richard Stockton, who was then in the
zenith of his professional honor and success, and he

He
was admitted to the bar of New Jersey in 1825.
began his practice at Salem, N. J., where he married
Miss Mary Ritchie, who died in 1852 at Princeton, to
which place Mr. Field removed in 1832, and made it
his permanent home through life. At that time there
were but three lawyers in Princeton, Richard Stockton
having died in 1828, viz. : James S. Green, William
C. Alexander, and David N.
and Mr. Field was a Whig.
curing a charter for a bank in
In 1837
came its president.

Bogart, all Democrats,
He was active in pro

Princeton, and soon be
he was elected to the

Assembly from Middlesex County, and was very
zealous for forming the new county of Mercer, which
was accomplished in the session of 1837-38. While
a member of the Assembly he obtained the election
in joint meeting of attorney-general, and Mr. Day
ton, a member from Monmouth, was chosen justice of
Attorney- General Field prose
the Supreme Court.
cuted the pleas in the counties of Middlesex, Essex,
The salary
and Mercer and elsewhere occasionally.
of the attorney-general was only nominal at that

time. He retained that office till 1841, having filled
it with ability. He continued his practice for twenty
years after that time, acting as one of the counsel for
the joint companies and for the bank, and in the
management of fiduciary trusts and estates.
He held
no political office during that period, but took an in
terest in the law-school established in 1847 in the
college, and was one of the professors who gave lec
tures to the law students while the school survived.
He was a member of the State Constitutional Con
vention in 1844. He took an interest in the New Jersey
Historical Society, and was its president at the time

of his death. Several of his articles and addresses
have been published in the proceedings and issues of
that society, the prominent one being a volume on

the Provincial Courts of New Jersey. He was zeal
ous in the cause of popular education, especially in
the normal school and its adjuncts, and he was the
president of its board of trustees. He devoted much

of his time to literary pursuits, and published one or
more articles in the Princeton Review, and several of
his public addresses have been published in pamphlet
form.

When John R. Thomson died in 1862, leaving his
in the United States Senate vacant, Governor
Olden appointed Mr. Field his temporary successor,
and the Legislature appointed him to fill the short
unexpired term of Mr. Thomson.
Mr. Field made
the most of this opportunity, and being a warm Re
publican and earnest in his convictions, he defended
the administration of President Lincoln with empha
sis, and unhesitatingly justified the suspension of the
Habeas Corpus Act. The- boldness and patriotism
which he exhibited on the floor of the Senate at a
critical hour of the nation attracted special attention
seat

to Mr. Field, and as there was no hope of his re-elec
tion to the Senate by the then Democratic Legislature
of New Jersey, he received from President Lincoln
the appointment of United States district judge for

New Jersey, then vacant by the death of Judge Dickerson.

Judge Field was a very reliable incumbent of that
office, which became an important one by reason of
the war, as well as on account of the civil business
which arose out of the Bankrupt Act. He took much
pride in the office and great pains to fulfill the duties
which devolved upon him, and his services were of
value to the country.
Judge Field never married

again.

His palatial

was widely
at Woodlawn, in Princeton,
known for its beauty and the arboriculture surround

residence

He was hospitable, generous, enthusiastic,
with a good legal mind and with legal attainments,
literary in his taste and honorable in his instincts.
ing it.

His sudden and sad death, while
April 20, 1870, cast a shadow over

his court,
bright and useful

opening
a

life.

Henry Woodhull Green was born in Lawrence,
about six miles from Trenton, on the old road to
Princeton, Sept. 20, 1804. He was a son of Caleb
Smith Green, an intelligent and thrifty farmer. He
George S. Green and
was one of several brothers.

Judge Caleb S. Green, of Trenton, survive him, and
John C. Green, the princely benefactor of Princeton
institutions, having died soon after him.
Henry W. Green, after attending the Lawrenceville
School, entered Princeton College, and graduated in
the class of 1820, at the age of sixteen.
He then en
tered the office of Charles Ewing, afterwards chief
justice, and prepared for the bar, to which he was
admitted in 1825.
He commenced practice in Tren
ton, where he continued to reside till his death. He
confined his circuit practice principally to the coun
ties of Hunterdon and Burlington. He early took
high rank as a strong, and thorough lawyer. He was
industrious and enthusiastic in his profession, and an
ardent admirer of his preceptor, the chief justice.
He studied his cases thoroughly and always went
into court prepared.
He had a clear, strong voice
and great vehemence of manner, and he tried his
causes with a determination
to win.
He was very
successful in his practice, both before the court at
banc and before the jury.
The impetuosity of his
feelings too often impelled him to treat his antago
nist and the witnesses opposed to his client with un
due severity.
This perhaps was his chief infirmity
when at the bar.

He was elected a member of the Assembly in 1842
from Mercer County, but he found that was not the
place for him.
He was not made of the stuff that a

Legislature is usually made of, and he went no farther
He was a member of the conven
in that direction.
tion to form a new State Constitution in 1844, and
was a member of the National Whig Convention at
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Baltimore which nominated Clay and Frelinghuysen
on the Presidential ticket.
He made an eloquent
speech in support of the nomination of Mr. Freling
huysen for the Vice-Presidency in that convention.

In

1846 he was nominated

by Governor Stratton for

chief justice, in place of Chief Justice Hornblower,
and he filled that place for two terms of seven years
each. He filled the place with pre-eminent ability.
In 1861, Governor Olden nominated him for chan
cellor, and this office he filled with marked ability
until his term had almost closed, when his excessive
labors broke down his health, and his robust physique
had to succumb. He never knew how to husband his
natural strength, or how to save an unnecessary waste
of both mental and bodily vigor. The State may
well be proud of him as a jurist. He was twice mar
ried, and each time to a daughter of Chief Justice
Ewing. He was a trustee of the College and of the
Theological Seminary at Princeton, and a warm friend
and benefactor of both.
He published while at the
bar three volumes of Chancery Reports.
His por
trait, hanging in the Supreme Court, is a fine one, and
gives a true idea of the lofty and magisterial bearing

of the man.
Except the judicial places above mentioned, Chan
cellor Green never held office of any importance.
When a young man he was recorder of the city of
Trenton for several years, and he was employed as re
viser of the laws. And with the exception of his
many and elaborate opinions judicially rendered on
the bench, and published in the reports, he has not
published
He published an article in the
much.
Princeton Review on the trial of William Tennent.
He was a member of the First Presbyterian Church
in Trenton, and also a ruling elder at the time of his
death.
He took a voyage to Europe after his health
failed, but returned without material benefit there
He died Dec. 19, 1876, leaving a widow, one
from.
daughter, and one son —Charles E. Green — surviving
him.

William L. Dayton,

late minister

plenipoten

tiary of the United States to France, was born at
Basking Ridge, Somerset Co., N. J., Feb. 17, 1807,
and died suddenly at Paris on the 1st day of Decem
ber, 1864.

Mr. Dayton was just twenty years the junior of his
distinguished
the Hon. Samuel L.
fellow-townsman,
Southard, and his mother, whose maiden name was
JerseyLewis, was a cousin of that distinguished
Both of them bore the maternal surname in
man.

their own name, and quite a remarkable parallel
existed between their respective careers. Both being
natives of Basking Ridge, they received their early
training in its celebrated school, Mr. Southard under
Dayton under his
its founder, Dr. Finley and Mr.
Both pursued their more
successor, Dr. Brownlee.
advanced studies in the College of New Jersey at
Princeton, Mr. Southard graduating at the age of
eighteen.
Both were
seventeen, and Mr. Dayton at
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to the bar of New Jersey as attorneys

at

about the same age, — Mr. Southard at twenty-four,
Mr. Dayton at twenty-three (the latter in the term of
May, 1830), and both took the degree of counselor
as soon as their three years of probation as attorneys
had expired.

They both moved from their native
county to commence the practice of law, and were
both elected to the State Legislature from the coun
ties of their adoption, Mr. Southard being sent to the
House of Assembly by the county of Hunterdon at

the age of twenty-eight, and Mr. Dayton to the Leg
islative Council by the county of Monmouth at the
age of thirty, and both were appointed to the bench
of the Supreme Court during the first year of their

legislative terms.

They were afterwards both elected
to the Senate of the United States, Mr. Southard at
the age of thirty-four, Mr. Dayton at that of thirtyfive, and both were afterwards appointed to the
office of attorney-general of New Jersey.
Mr.
Dayton did not, like Mr. Southard, become a cabinet

If

minister, he became instead minister plenipotentiary
to one of the first governments of Europe in difficult
times, which required the performance of duties quite
as arduous and responsible.
Finally they both died
in the full prime of mature life,— Mr. Southard at the
age

of fifty-five, and Mr. Dayton at fifty-seven

; and
their respective careers both stood out with
striking distinctness as the most marked and emi
nent men of their native State.
Mr. Dayton's father was not wealthy. Although a

during

man of considerable character and intelligence, he
was a plain mechanic, and had to exert himself stren
uously to give his children an education, — a duty

which was honorably and faithfully discharged, two
of his sons being trained to the bar, and a third being
educated as a physician.
We are not surprised, there
fore, that his son William, after leaving college, de
voted a portion of his time to teaching school at
Pluckamin, as a means of replenishing his resources
whilst pursuing his professional studies. He studied
law in the office of Hon. Peter D. Vroom, then re
siding at Somerville ; but the interruptions to which
he was subjected delayed his admission to the bar till
May term, 1830, five years after he had taken his aca
demical degree. The general impression made by
him at this period was that his talents were less bril

liant than solid

; and that by his mental constitution
capable of much energy and power
when
roused to exertion, he was rather indolent and slug
gish than alert and active.
No doubt the cause of
this impression was the fact that Mr. Dayton was
always more of a thinker than a mere student
of

though

books, and, like Patrick Henry, was making more
progress in his studies whilst musing with
himself

along the trout stream or the fowling range than in
the dusty office surrounded by the more dusty books.
He paid sufficient attention to the latter, however to
lay in a sound stock of common law learning and legal
principles.
Mr. Dayton never became or made any
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strong common sense, which always led him instinc
tively to search for and seize the leading and governing
principle which underlay a book or case, studied or re
ferred to, or a cause to be argued or tried. This trait
characterized his reading and studies whilst a student
at law, and his practice as a lawyer 'after he came to
the bar. In the argument of his causes he always
stood upon some broad general principles or funda
mental and striking view of his case ; he could not

stoop to mere technicalities.
The same characteristics distinguished him as a
judge.
There was nothing he so much abhorred as to
decide a cause on narrow precedents or minute tech
nical points. This arose from, his breadth of mind
Strong, sound sense was the
and great good sense.
basis and most marked feature of his intellectual
character.

After getting his attorney's license, in May, 1830,
he concluded to leave his native county and settle in
He first located himself at Middletown
Monmouth.
Point, where he stayed about two years, and then re
moved to Freehold, the county-seat ; and about this
period was married to Miss Vanderveer, a daughter
of Judge Ferdinand Vanderveer, of Somerville. The
County courts, especially the circuit for
the trial of Supreme Court cases, were at that period
attended by Gen. Wall, George Wood, Col. Warren
Scott, Chief Justice Green, the late James S. Green,
and others of equal eminence in the profession, be
sides the local lawyers of the place, Mr. Ryall, Judge
Randolph, and others. The forensic contests of these
men and forensic contests with them furnished a most
excellent school for the development of Mr. Dayton's
peculiar powers. He very soon took rank as a young
Monmouth

man of great promise.
So rapidly did Mr. Dayton rise in the public esti
mation, both in regard to talents and character, that
in 1837 he was chosen to represent the Whig party

on their legislative ticket as candidate for the Legis
Monmouth was a strong Democratic
lative Council.
County, having for five successive years elected the
In 1837 the rev
Jackson ticket by large majorities.

in joint meeting elected Mr. Dayton and
Moore White, then attorney-general, to fill the
new seats in the bench which the law had thus
Legislature

John

created.
On the 18th of February, 1841, after three years of
honorable service onthe bench of the Supreme Court,Judge Dayton resigned that position and returned to
the practice of Hhe law in the eity of Trenton, where
him,"
he then resided. "He will carry with
said the

"
leading journal of the State, to the less arduous pur
suits of private life the consciousness and the credit
of having discharged his public functions with honor
court."
to himself and the
Mr. Southard, after a lingering illness of several
weeks, died at Fredericksburg on the 26th of June,
1842.
He had for the second time represented this
State in the Senate of the United States since. March

A little more than one-half of his .second
term had elapsed. Congress being in session, and
the State Legislature not in session, it devolved upon
Governor Pennington to appoint Mr. Southard's sue-!

4, 1833.

cessor,

and on the 2d of

July

he appointed Mr. Day

ton, who took his seat on the 6th.
Mr. Dayton's senatorial career extended over a
period of nearly nine years.
His appointment to
the unexpired term of Mr. Southard was confirmed

by the Legislature on its first session in October,
1842, and in February,
1845, he was re-elected for

the full term, commencing in March of that year,
and ending March 4, 1851.
The period covered by these nine years was a very
important and eventful one in our history, and the

chief actors in
with whom Mr. Dayton was brought
in contact, were historical characters, whose names
will go down to the latest ages of the republic.
During this period occurred the consolidation of
Texas with our territory, the Mexican war, the ac
quisition of California, New Mexico, and Arizona;
the slavery agitation which ensued upon this acqui
sition; the compromises of that subject, which were
attempted, which were made, and which were broken;
the settlement of our northeastern and northwestern
boundaries with Great Britain and the discussion of
the famous Wilmot proviso, which Mr. Dayton sup
ported with all his forensic eloquence.
In 1845 he was selected as one of the revisers of
the State laws, in connection with Chancellor Green,
Hon. P. D. Vroom, and Judge Potts. The work oi
this commission was issued in 1847, in the volume of
;

pretensions to the character of a legal scholar, — a class
of lawyers who are often more learned than sound, and
He had a large mind and
more knowing than safe.

it,
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olution commenced in New Jersey, and Monmouth
was one of the counties which completely changed
The entire Whig ticket was
its political front.
elected, and Mr. Dayton took his seat in the Legis
lative Council. He was chairman of the Judiciary
Committee of the Council, and in that capacity, as
well as in his place as a member of the Council, he
" An Act to facilitate
the
advocated the bill entitled
justice."
The new duties required
administration of
of the Supreme Court judges by this law, which
went into effect on the 14th of February, 1838, ren
dered necessary an increase of judicial force, and the

of his party for
Vice-President on the same ticket with Col. Fremont,
being the first presentation of national ticket by the
Republican party.

first section of the law added two additional judges
On the 28th.of February the
to the Supreme Bench.

In March, 1861, he was appointed by President
Lincoln minister plenipotentiary to France, at that

revised statutes then published.
In 1857 he was ap^
pointed attorney-general of the State, and occupied
that position until he assumed the duties of minister

a

plenipotentiary to France.
In 1856 he received the nomination
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time one of the most responsible positions in the gift
of the government.
He arrived at his post on the
11th of May, and immediately put himself in com
munication with the French government, then repre
sented in the bureau of foreign affairs by M. Thouvenel. He applied for an early presentation to the
emperor, which was granted on the 19th of the same
month.
He very soon acquired the entire confidence
of the emperor and of his ministers in his candor and
truth, so much so that it has been known more than
once to occur when our affairs were under discussion
between the emperor and his minister of foreign af
fairs, and any question arose as to the exact state of
" know it must be so,
facts, the minister would say,
your Majesty, for Mr. Dayton told me so." This
reference was always considered satisfactory.
The
anecdote speaks well not only for Mr. Dayton, but for

I

the emperor's

just appreciation

of honorable char

acter. Personally he always received the most uni
form kindness and consideration at the hands of the
court.

James Ewing was a son of Chief Justice Charles
Ewing, of Trenton, and graduated at Princeton Col
lege in 1823 ; studied' law, and was admitted to the
bar in November, 1826, and opened his office in Tren
ton, where he continued to practice
his death, which occurred in 1869.

till

shortly before

His practice was

He was a well-read lawyer,
chiefly office business.
He never married.
and a man of gentle manners.
Samuel J. Bayard was a son of Samuel Bayard,
of Princeton, a lawyer by profession, and widely
Samuel J. was edu
known throughout the country.
cated at Princeton, graduated at the college in the
class of 1820, read law with Richard Stockton, and
He practiced in
to the bar in 1823.
Princeton for a short time, and then removed from
the place to Ohio, and devoted the rest of his life to
journalism and literary labors in New York and New
was admitted

Jersey.

His last residence was at Camden, where he
He was a politician and a political
died in 1878.
He
editor, a gentleman of culture and industry.
wrote a biography of Commodore Stockton and also
of his own son, Gen. G. Dashiel Bayard. In 1825 he

" Mengwe, a Tale of
was the anonymous author of
Frontier,"
poem.
a
the
Stacy G. Potts was born in November, 1799, in
the city of Harrisburg, Pa. His great-great-grand

father was Thomas Potts, a Quaker, who with Mahlon
England in 1678, in the
Stacy and others came from
" Shield," and landed al Burlington. The two
ship
Stacy
of Stacy and Potts intermarried.
grandfather of Judge Potts, was a tanner
the
Potts,
by trade, and carried on that business in Trenton.
His son removed to Harrisburg, Pa., and in 1791 mar
families

Young Stacy came to live with
ried Miss Gardiner.
his grandfather soon after 1808, who at that time was
mayor of Trenton. He attended the school at the
Friends' Academy, and then entered as an apprentice

to the printer's

trade.

When he became of

age

he
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In 1823 he began the study of
He
Lucius Horatio Stockton, in Trenton.
afterwards entered the office of Garret D. Wall, and
edited the Emporium.

law with

remained with him

till

he was licensed as an attorney,

He was elected to the Assembly in 1828, on
In
the Jackson ticket, and was re-elected in 1829.
1831 he was appointed clerk of chancery, and held
the office for ten years, and published his "Prece
Chancery."
dents in
He next visited Europe with
his brother, the Rev. William S. Potts, D.D., of St.
Louis. In 1845 he served on a commission to revise
In 1847 he was appointed a
the laws of the State.
manager of the lunatic asylum. In 1852 he was nomi
nated by Governor Fort as a justice of the Supreme
Court, and was confirmed by the Senate. His circuit
comprised Burlington, Camden, Gloucester, and Ocean
Counties.
He served seven years and then retired to
private life. He was a conscientious judge, and a
decidedly religious man, serving as a ruling elder in
in

1827.

SundayChurch, and devoted to
schools. Judge Potts lived at the time, and for many
years previous to his death, in State Street, east of the
the Presbyterian

He
State-House, where Caleb S. Green now lives.
died in 1865 at his home in Trenton.
William Cowper Alexander, a son of Rev.
Archibald Alexander, D.D., professor in the Theo
logical Seminary at Princeton, was born in Prince
Edward County, Va., May 25, 1806. His mother was
Miss Waddel, a daughter of the blind preacher, Rev.
James Waddel, of Virginia.
He came to Princeton
with his parents from Philadelphia in 1812. He
at Nassau Hall in 1824, and studied law
with James S. Green, and was admitted to the bar in
May, 1828, and opened a law-office in Princeton.
He
was elected a member of the Assembly from Middle
sex soon after he came to the bar. He belonged to
the Jackson Democratic party, was a popular speaker,
and seemed to love politics more than law. He was
brilliant and captivating in addressing a jury, but
graduated

never took counselor's license, and his practice was
chiefly local, but he occasionally tried causes in the

Application would have secured to
county circuit.
him eminent success.

He was elected State senator from Mercer in 1853,
and continued in that office through several terms by
re-election, and for four years he was president of the
He was an excellent presiding officer. He
for Governor against William A.
Newell, but was defeated. He was sent as a delegate
to the Peace Convention at the beginning of the civil
war. In 1859 he was chosen president of the New
York Equitable Assurance Company, but retained his

Senate.

was a candidate

He was more distinguished
residence at Princeton.
in literature than in law. He was genial, and in
early life convivial, a great favorite with the masses,

with high order of talent and elocution.
He died a
He was never married.
Christian, Aug. 24, 1876.
David Nevius Bogart was born in Princeton;
a son of Peter Bogart, who once kept store in that
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In his
place, and was also steward of the seminary.
old age he was notary public and. teller in the Prince
ton Bank.
David graduated at Nassau Hall in 1827, read law
with James S. Green, was admitted to the bar in 1832,
and opened his office in Princeton, where he prac
ticed till his death. He married Sarah Disborough,
a daughter of Judge Disborough, of Millstone, Som
erset Co. He died May 5, 1844, thirty-five years of
age.

Joseph

Potts, of

Trenton, a brother of Stacy
G. Potts, was admitted to the bar in September, 1833.
While a young man he was connected with the Em
porium.
He was
He had a fondness for politics.
C.

of the United States District Court for New
In 1837
Jersey, under Judge Philemon Dickerson.

clerk

he edited the New Jersey Register for that year, a
It was a sort of
volume of three hundred pages.

political almanac, of statistics and civil list of the
State. He was a keen lawyer, and would have risen
high in the profession if he had not engaged in other
business and speculations.
He was full of public en
terprise, and was a useful citizen, using the public
newspaper in promoting the public welfare.
Later

in life he removed to Jersey City, and resumed the
practice of the law, and was a partner with Mr. John
Linn. He was an elder in the Presbyterian Church,
and died in 1880.
James Wilson was a son of John Wilson and a
grandson of Allen Wilson.
The family were of
Scotch-Irish descent. James J. Wilson, United States
Senator, and editor and founder of the True American,
was a brother of James Wilson's father. The family
formerly lived in Essex County, N. J., and James
was born in Greenbrook, in that county, in 1808.
John Wilson was a judge of the Essex pleas. James
came with his father's family to Trenton in 1824,
and was a student at the school of Jared W. Fyler,
He began to read law with
a teacher of celebrity.
Samuel R. Hamilton, and in a short time entered the
office of James Ewing, where he completed his prep
aration, and was admitted to the bar in September,
1830, and commenced practice in the city of Trenton,
and was for some time a law-partner of Samuel L.
Southard.

He was the first prosecutor of the pleas of this
county.
He was a Whig in politics, and represented
In
the county of Mercer in the Assembly in 1841.
1842 he was elected clerk of the Supreme Court, and
held the office till 1852, — an office which he filled
with great satisfaction to the bar. After he left the
clerk's office he resumed his practice, and took a de
During the
cided but moderate interest in politics.
late war he was appointed United States commis
sioner of enrollment during the draft, and performed
his trying duties with courage and discretion.
Mr. Wilson is an accurate and cautious practi
tioner, a sound and solid lawyer, a conscientious and
His honor and integrity in his pro
safe counselor.

and private life are unsurpassed by any
member of the New Jersey bar.
His business now
is chiefly confined to his office and to practice inHe is faithful to
chancery and the Supreme Court.
students who place themselves under his tuition,
fessional

and has prepared a large number for admission to
the bar. He is clear and logical in argument, always
dignified and courteous in speech and manner.
Ed
ucated in the old school, he adheres to the old prac
for trial.
With his
tice of thorough preparation
judicial mind and other qualifications, it is hard to
conjecture why he has not been proffered a judicial
position, unless it is because he is not self-seeking.
He is the oldest living member of the Mercer bar.
William P. Sherman, of Trenton, was admitted
to the bar in November, 1833, but never practiced
When the county of Mercer was formed he
much.
was appointed
three terms,
R. Rodgers.

surrogate, and he held the office for
when he was succeeded by R.
knowledge contributed greatly

till 1858,
His legal

to his qualifications

for the duties of that office.

Isaac W. Lanning

was a native of old Hopewell

(now Ewing), and belonged to a numerous
family of that name. He began late in life to study
law in Trenton, and was admitted to the bar in Sep
township

He was a member of the Assembly
tember, 1834.
from Mercer County when it was first formed.
He
was appointed prosecutor of the pleas of Mercer in
as successor of Gen. Hamilton.
He held that
office for two terms, and was succeeded by Mr. GranHe had a respectable practice, and died at an
din.
1847

advanced age in 1880.

Mercer Beasley is a son of the Rev. Frederick
Beasley, D.D., an Episcopal clergyman widely known
throughout the country.
He was born, in 1815, in
Philadelphia, while his father was provost of the uni
He was in Princeton College, but did
He studied law in Trenton, and was
admitted to the bar in September, 1838, and opened
a law-office in that city when Mercer County was
versity there.
not graduate.

formed, where he has continued to reside till the
present time.
He soon acquired a large practice,
and became a close student.
He gathered around
him a large law library, which stimulated him to
study and to devotion in his profession. By his ready
access to books and the application
of his discrimi
nating and legal mind to his profession, he early ex
hibited in the management of his causes more than
ordinary legal research and familiarity with legal
principles and practice.

Upon the death of Chief Justice Whelpley in
1864,
Parker, at the recommendation, it is said,
of -Chancellor Green, nominated Mr. Beasley to fill
the vacancy of the chief justiceship on the bench of
Governor

the Supreme Court.
His nomination was confirmed
by the Senate, and he accepted the position, and has
retained it till the present time. Though younger
when he took his seat on the bench than his asso
ciates, he has sustained

the character

and influence
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of the court with marked

success.

He has applied

his talents and acquirements with zeal and industry
The pro
to the heavy labors imposed upon him.
found legal research and analysis displayed in his

well-written opinions stamp him

as a thorough lawyer,

and one who is admitted by the common consent of
the bar to be chief on the bench. He grapples with
His mind is ex
a knotty legal question con amore.
tremely subtile ; his style of writing is terse and
scholarly, and his judicial opinions are perhaps more
entitled to be regarded as a model than those of any
one of his predecessors.

Upon his appointment to the chief justiceship the
College of New Jersey conferred upon him the title
of Doctor of Laws. Chief Justice Beasley is reputed
to be a strong Democrat in his political affinities, but
he has never demonstrated this by his public speeches

or services. He has even seemed to eschew every
thing but law, and though he has been well bred, and
possesses fine culture, he mingles but little in society
in the common walks of life.
He has been twice married. His first wife was a
Miss Higbee, and his second Miss Havens. He has
children by both. His son, Mercer Beasley, Jr., is
prosecutor of the pleas of Mercer County.
John Frelinghuysen Hageman, of Princeton,
was born in the village of Harlingen, in Somerset
County, a few miles north of Princeton, N. J., Feb.
He is a son of Dr. Abraham P. Hageman,
4, 1816.
a physician, native of that neighborhood, and of
Anne, his wife, daughter of Luke Van der Veer, a
pious and respectable farmer, having a valuable plan
tation along the Millstone River, in Montgomery
township.
His ancestors on both sides of the family
were from Holland, and were among the first settlers
of that township.

The subject of this sketch, who was one of nine
children, spent several of the years of his boyhood in
the public school of the village, whose teacher was
Capt. Lyman Walbridge, from Massachusetts, a su
perior instructor and a generous and polite gentle
man, whose impression upon his pupils could be seen
for a whole generation in their manners and scholar
ship.
When he was about sixteen years of age his father
placed him in the Rutgers College Grammar School,
then under the rectorship of Robert O. Currie, in the
city of New Brunswick. After three years of pre

paratory study he entered the junior class in Rutgers
College and graduated in 1836 in the class with Joseph
P. Bradley, Fred. T. Frelinghuysen, Cortland Parker,
W. A. Newell, Prof. G. W. Coakley, and others.
After graduating he made a baptismal profession
of religion in the Reformed Dutch Church, of Har
lingen, and began to study law with Richard S.
When the latter was appointed
Field, at Princeton,
attorney-general of the State he finished his course
He
in the office of Governor Vroom, at Somerville.
was admitted to the bar in November, 1839, as
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attorney, and as counselor in February, 1843. Upon
obtaining license he opened an office in Princeton,
where he still continues to practice. He entered upon
the study and the practice of the law with an enthu
siasm which he has never lost, and whatever else may
have occupied his spare time, he has ever regarded

Dur
the legal profession as his supreme occupation.
ing the first twenty-five years his practice became
large.
He habitually attended the Chancery and
Supreme Courts

and the Mercer

and Somerset Cir

cuits, and occasionally others. He esteemed the office
of advocate as the noblest department of the profession,
and his friends say that he excels as a jury lawyer.

In

1847 he married

of the Rev. Samuel

Miss Sarah Sergeant, daughter
Miller, D.D., professor in the.

Theological

Seminary at Princeton.
his suggestion or as
member
of the Legis
sistance, by the Whig party a
lative Assembly on the general county ticket. He was

In

1850 he was elected, without

seat every day of the session, except two, when he
was attending court, and when he was asked to sign
a certificate that he had attended all the days of the
term to draw his per diem he refused to include those

in his

two days, and left in the hands of the paying clerk
that money, which he would not receive.
In 1851 he was ordained a ruling elder in the First
Presbyterian
Church of Princeton, and was also
elected trustee of the Theological Seminary, both of
which offices he continues to hold.
In 1862 he was nominated by Governor Olden for
prosecutor of the pleas of Mercer County, and was
confirmed by the Senate, which was then Democratic.
state of the country at that time gave
importance to this office, especially at the capital of
the State, and he accepted it and held the office for

The disquieted

five years, when he declined a renomination proffered
The trial of Charles Lewis, in
by Governor Ward.
1863, who was convicted and executed for the murder
of James Rowand, of Princeton, a remarkable case
of circumstantial evidence, and the several bribery
indictments against members of the Legislature and

of its lobby in 1866, were among the most important
and exciting criminal cases which occurred during
his term.
At the commencement of Rutgers College, in June
1862,

he delivered

alumni association

lege,"

the
on

annual

address before

" The Curriculum of

the

the Col

pleading for more attention to law, politics, and
religion.

In

1870 he delivered the address at the dedication

of the soldiers' monument atLambertville, N. J.
For eight years, including the year of the late civil
war, and while prosecutor of the pleas, he owned and
edited the Princeton Standard, and devoted his spare
in writing every week columns of editorial
matter on general subjects, chiefly in defense of the
hours

national

cause against disloyalty

and secession.

After the war, as the pressure of legal business
relaxed, Mr. Hageman devoted himself with industry
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not only to the study of general jurisprudence but to
local history and to the humanities of life. In the
various religious and benevolent associations of the
past forty years his voice has been often heard ; and
his sympathy has been enlisted in the cause of prison
reform for several years past. He wrote an article in the

"
Princeton Review, in 1868, on Prisons and Reforma
tories."
In 1872 he read a paper before the National
"
Prison Reform Congress at Baltimore on the Penal
Jersey,"

which
and Reformatory Institutions of New
was published in the volume of the national and in
He has
ternational proceedings of the year 1872.
recently taken a lively interest in the New Jersey
Historical Society, and is at the present time a mem
ber of the executive committee.
In January, 1877, he read, by request, a paper before
"
this society at Trenton, on Princeton in the Revolu
tion,"
and in 1881 before the same society, at its an
nual meeting, he read another one on " New Jersey
in the History of Religious Freedom."

In

1879 he published

Institutions,"

a

" History of Princeton

and

in two octavo volumes, illustrated ;
a work of permanent value, and highly commended.
its

In

December, 1875, he was admitted as attorney and
counselor of the Supreme Court of the United States
at Washington.

Mr. Hageman joined the Whig party
when it was first formed, and in 1854 united with
For
the Republican party, and still adheres to it.
forty years he has rendered service in every Presi
dential campaign, and with few exceptions in every
annual election as a public speaker, and through the

In

politics

local newspaper.

And yet for twenty years past he
taken
no
hand
in the tactics and machinery of
has
By his wife, who died in 1867, he had
party rule.
three children, two of whom survive, viz. : the Rev.
S. Miller Hageman, of Brooklyn, and John F. Hage
man, Jr., a lawyer in Princeton.

Caleb Smith Green,

Augustus G. Richey came to Trenton from As
He
bury, Warren County, in 1856, to practice law.
was born March 17, 1819, in Warren County, gradu
ated at Lafayette College, Pennsylvania, in 1840, read
law with Col. James N. Reading, at Flemington, was
admitted to the bar in February, 1844, settled at As
bury, and married a daughter of Gen. Farley. Mr.

Richey is a prominent lawyer, with an extensive
practice both in his office and in the courts.
He was
elected by the Republicans State senator from Mer
cer County in 1863 for three years, and filled the
place with honor and ability. He is not a self-seek
ing politician. His success in business has drawn
relations with several financial and
industrial institutions in Trenton, and more recently
he has become interested in and connected with rail
road corporations as counsel and director.
He has
been identified with the temperance organization of
the State, and as a ruling elder in the Presbyterian
Church, and with religious and benevolent institu
tions generally.
His character, abilities, and success
entitle him to a prominent place at the bar of the
State as well as of the county.
Alexander M. Johnston studied law with Wil
liam Halsted, in Trenton, and was admitted to the
bar as an attorney in May, 1844, and opened an office
in Trenton.
His .practice was very limited, as he de
voted himself to politics rather than to law.
He was
through the greater part of his life a Whig and Re
publican, but he became identified with the Demo
cratic party in his last years. He was a sharp stump
justices'
speaker, and a keen lawyer in the
courts be
jury.
fore a
He was a popular city politician, and
held offices under the city government, and also clerk
ships in the Legislature, either in the Senate or As
sembly.
He married a daughter of Col. Snowden, of
the Trenton House.
He died several years ago, in
him into official

middle life.

Edward Wallace Scudder,

who bears the name of his
father, was born in the township of Lawrence, gradu
ated in the class of 1837 in Princeton College, read
law with his brother, the late Chancellor Henry W.

son of Jasper S.
Mary Stillwell Reeder, his wife, was
born in the city of Trenton, N. J., Aug. 11, 1822.

Green, of Trenton, was admitted to the bar in May,
1843, and opened a law-office in Trenton, where he
still resides. He seldom appeared in court as an ad
In 1862 he
vocate, but did a large office business.

of Ewing township, formerly township of Trenton, at
Delaware,"
"
the Falls of the
in 1704, and his mater
nal ancestors still earlier settlers at the same place,
about 1696.
Both families were large laud-owners,
and portions of the original homesteads are in their
possession in 1882.
He was educated at the Trenton Academy, the Law
renceville High School, and at the College of New
Jersey, at Princeton, from which latter institution he
was graduated in September, 1841, in a class remark
able for the number of its members who have achieved
distinction in professional and public life.
He read law in the office of Hon. William L. Day

was appointed

Asylum.

one of the managers of the Lunatic
He has been a director in the Trenton

Banking Company for about twenty-five years, and
president of the Savings-Fund Association, of Tren
In 1873 he was appointed to fill the
ton, since 1854.
vacancy of lay judge in the New Jersey Court of Er
rors and Appeals, all of which offices he holds at the
present time. He is also a trustee of the College and
of the Theological Seminary at Princeton, and is one

of the executors and trustees under the will of his late
In 1847 he
brother, John C. Green, of New York.
married the youngest daughter of the late Chief Jus

tice Ewing.

Scudder

His

and

paternal

ancestors were among the early settlers

ton, was licensed as an attorney-at-law September,
1844, and continued to practice his profession suc

cessfully in the city of Trenton until March 23, 1869,
when he was appointed a justice of the Supreme
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Court of New Jersey, and by reappointment, March
23, 1876, continues in 1882 to honorably discharge
the duties of that high position.

In

1863 he was elected State senator for the county

of Mercer, and in

1865 he was president

of the Senate.

In 1880 the College of New Jersey conferred upon
him the honorary degree of LL.D., and since 1861 he
has been a member of the board of trustees of the
theological seminary of the Presbyterian Church at
Princeton.
He married, in 1848, a daughter of Hon.
George K. Drake, of Morrison, N. J., a justice of the
Supreme Court of New Jersey, and has had six chil
dren, of whom five are still living.
Barker Gummere is a son of Samuel R. Gum
mere, who belonged to a Quaker family in Burling
ton County, but who was a leading Whig politician
of the State, and was appointed clerk in chancery in
1840,

as successor

till

to Stacy G. Potts, and held that

Barker Gummere obtained a good
education in Trenton, and, without going to college,
commenced the study of law with Mr.
-, and was
admitted to the bar in May, 1845.
From his youth
he took a lively interest in politics, and early served
on the county and State executive committees of the
Whig and Republican parties. He opened his lawoffice in Trenton, and married a daughter of Samuel
S. Stryker, a well-known merchant in that city.
Mr. Gummere's political services met their reward
in his appointment as clerk in chancery iu 1861,
which office he held till 1871. After he retired from
the clerkship he resumed his legal practice, and his
familiarity with the chancery practice, his clear head,
office

1851.

industrious habits, and legal taste and attainments
have brought to him a lucrative practice, often en
gaging him in heavy suits, involving large interests

of corporations.

Mr. Gummere is a Presbyterian, has
been president of the Mercer County Bible Society,
and takes an interest in the general welfare of the
city, material and moral.
His sister married Governor Joel Parker, and one
of his sons married a daughter of Chief Justice
Beasley.

John T. Nixon, judge of the United States Dis
for'
trict Court
the district of New Jersey, though
from Cumberland County at the time of his appoint
ment, may be mentioned as a resident in Mercer
County at the present time. He is a member of the
New Jersey bar, though sitting on the bench of a
United States court. His presence here justifies us
to state that he is a graduate of Princeton College, in
the class of 1841 ; that he was admitted to the bar of
New Jersey in October, 1845 ; that he was a member
of the Assembly of the State from Cumberland in
1849 and 1850, being Speaker of the House the last
year ; that he was a member of the House of Repre
sentatives in Congress for several years during the
late civil war; that he was a leading politician in the
Whig party, and has since that been

a decided Re
publican ; that he was nominated by Gen. Grant, and
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confirmed by the United States Senate, in 1870, to
fill the place of judge of the United States District
Court, made vacant by the death of Judge Field;
that he is an able and honest judge, an honorable and
courteous gentleman, an ornament to the bench and
the bar. He is a trustee of Princeton College and a

ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church.
a daughter of Judge L. Q. C. Elmer.

Frederick

Kingman

His

wife is

Bridge-

came from East
water, Mass., and taught school at Rahway, N. J.
His father was a lawyer, and he was a nephew of
Chief Justice Greenleaf.
He was an assistant to
James Wilson in the Supreme Court clerk's office,
law with him, and married his sister.
He was admitted to the bar in January, 1847, and
commenced practice in Trenton.
He was attentive
to his business, both at court and in his office, and he
acquired a large practice.
He was an active Repub
lican, but stood aloof from office. He was a member
of the Presbyterian Church, and died quite suddenly
in apparently robust health, in 1881, leaving a wife
and several children surviving him.
John Potter Stockton, a son of Commodore
R. F. Stockton, was born in Princeton, Aug. 2, 1826,

and studied

and graduated at Nassau

Hall in

the class of 1843,

read law with Mr. Field, and was admitted to the bar
in April, 1847, and opened his office in Princeton.
He was chancery reporter under Chancellor William
son from 1852 to 1858, and issued three volumes,
known as Stockton's Chancery Reports.
In 1858 he
was appointed minister to Rome by President Bu

In 1865 he was
chanan, and returned home in 1861.
elected United States senator, but his election was
held invalid, and he resumed his practice at Trenton.

In 1868 he was again elected to the United States
Senate by the Democratic Legislature as successor to
Mr. Frelinghuysen, and he occupied that place till
In 1877 he was
1875, when he returned to Trenton.
appointed attorney-general of the State, which office
he holds at the present time, having been reappointed
by Governor Ludlow. He fills this .office with the
general satisfaction of the bar and the people.
Egbert H. Grandin was admitted to the bar in
He lived several years in Trenton,
October, 1847.
and while there he filled the office of prosecutor of
When the Rebellion
the pleas of Mercer County.
broke out Mr. Grandin went South beyond the lines,
Mr. Hageman was
and afterwards went to Europe.
appointed by Governor Olden to the office of prose
cutor, then vacant, in 1862.

Bennet Van Syckel
County, N. J., April 17,

in Hunterdon
His father, Aaron
Van Syckel, was a business man of remarkable sa
gacity.
His grandfather, Aaron Van Syckel, was
sheriff of the county, and as member of Council rep
resented the county in the Legislature of the State.
The subject of this sketch entered the sophomore
class in Princeton College in 1843, and graduated in
1846, at the early age of sixteen. He served his clerkwas born

1830.
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1869, when at the age

change in the statute.
He is much employed as
special master in chancery.
He is a Republican, but
His industry,
is devoted to law rather than politics.
integrity, and high Christian character guarantee

a justice

future success.

ship in the office of Hon. Alexander Wurts, of Flem
ington, N. J., and was admitted to the bar in 1851,
on the day he was twenty-one.
He practiced law in

Flemington until February,
thirty-nine he was appointed

of
of the Supreme
Court of New Jersey by Governor Randolph, and was
reappointed by Governor Bedle in 1876 for a further
term not yet expired. He removed to Trenton on his
appointment to the bench in 1869, where he still con
tinues to reside. In 1880 the degree of LL.D. was
conferred upon him by Princeton College.

Andrew Dutcher came to Trenton and was ad
July, 1851, as a practitioner from

mitted to the bar in
the State of

He was appointed law reporter

Edward T. Green, a native of Trenton, a son of
George S. Green, graduated at Princeton College in
the class of 1854. He was admitted to the bar in No
He
vember, 1858, and opened his office in Trenton.
soon acquired a good practice, and gained numerous
He is enthusiastic in every cause he under
takes. His mode of speech is rapid and vehement,
and his earnestness gives him influence over the jury.
clients.

1862, and issued five

While he was rising in popularity at the bar, he be
came retained as local counsel for the Pennsylvania

sembly from the Second District. He removed from
Trenton to Elizabeth during the war.

sorbed almost the whole of his professional labors for
several years past. His great client gives him an
important position and much prominence at the bar,
but it very much confines his legal studies and efforts

in

.

1855, and held that place

till

Reports."
"
volumes of Dutcher's
Mr. Dutcher never
had an extensive practice in Trenton. He was a
Democratic politician, and was elected to the As

Thomas G. Lytle was a son of William Lytle, a
school-teacher and surveyor, who came from Ireland
to this country when young.
He lived for a time in
Trenton, but he spent the most of his life in Somerset
County and in Princeton.

Mile Run, in Franklin

Thomas was born in Tentownship.
He engaged in

teaching a country school for a year or two, and then
commenced to learn the printer's trade with John T.
Robinson in Princeton.
It was not long before he
left this and began to study law under James S. Green.

After four years he applied and was admitted to the
bar in November, 1852. He settled in Princeton, and
practiced there till about the year 1878, when he re
moved to Trenton.
After living there for about a
year he was found in the canal dead, supposed to
have fallen into the water in the night while going
from the easterly part of the city to his boardinghouse. He was never married.

Robert Stockton Green,

son of James S. Green,
graduated at college there iu

was born in Princeton,
the class of 1850, read law with his father, and was
admitted to the bar in November, 1853. He practiced
a few years in Princeton, and then removed to Eliza

beth, where he married and followed his profession,
becoming a law judge of the sessions.
Afterwards
he went to the city of New York and joined a re
spectable law-firm, and has a large city practice.
James S. Aitkin was born in Trenton, where his
father lives, was prepared for college at Lawrence

ville High School, and graduated at Rutgers College
in 1855.
He studied law in Trenton, and was ad
mitted to the bar in November, 1857.
He opened an
office in Trenton, and applied himself to his profes
sion. He has acquired a large practice and is a safe
counselor.
He usually comes into court well pre
pared.
He has been solicitor for the freeholders of
the county and for the city, and is growing in favor
with the business population.
He edited a new edi
Forms,"
tion of "Nixon's
adapting them to the

and this great interest has ab

Railroad Company,

to this one great department of jurisprudence.
Mr. Green has been openly a warm Republican in
politics, but has held no political office of impor

He is president of the Tren
tance, if any whatever.
ton Horse Railroad Company, and takes an interest
in the prosperity and growth of the city. He has

His

been twice married.

of John L. Thompson,

first wife was a daughter

once a merchant in
His second wife is a daughter of Chief
Princeton.
Justice Beasley. Mr. Green is a brother of. the Rev.
W. H. Green, D.D., of the Princeton Seminary, and a
nephew of the late Chancellor Green.
We have now come down the roll through a cen
deceased,

tury, from 1754 to 1859, omitting only the names of a
few attorneys who were admitted to the bar, but who
immediately after removed from the county, and those
who either never attempted to practice, or abandoned

it after

a short

Of

trial.

those who have been above noticed the follow
ing are living and resident in the county, viz. ; James
Wilson, Mercer Beasley, chief justice, John F. Hage
man, Caleb S. Green, A. G. Richey, Edward W. Scud
der, judge, Barker Gummere, John T. Nixon, judge,
John P. Stockton, B. Van Syckell, judge, James S.

Aitkin, Edward T. Green.

In addition to the above we append a list of those
who have been admitted since 1859, and who com
plete the roll of the Mercer bar at the present time,
with the dates of their admission and places of ad
dress, viz. :
1859.— Isaac R. Wilson, Edward L.
Campbell,
James F. Rusling, Trenton.
I860.—E. Mercer Shreve, Trenton
Hightstown.

;

Joseph

J. Ely,

1861.— Lewis Parker, Jr., Trenton.
1862.— Samuel M. Schanck, Hightstown.
Samuel Mount Schanck, the present mayor of
the borough of Hightstown, is the son of Henry
Schanck,

a farmer

residing

in Monmouth

County,
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near Freehold, in this State. Samuel was born on
the 28th day of April, a.d. 1838, on the farm still
owned and occupied by his father.
In early life
Mount, the name by which he was known among his
more intimate friends, had the usual experiences of a
farmer's boy, having been sent to the district school
at West Freehold, when not needed at home, until
he was placed in a country store at the village last
named, the experiences of which were, perhaps, to
him better than any school for the same length of
time.

While in the store he began to realize the value of
books, with which he had before been too indifferent,
and as opportunity

offered set about perfecting him

self in the lower branches of education. After about
two years of this experience, having been advised to
study law, he left the store and went to the Freehold
Institute, of which O. R. Willis was then principal,
and there pursued the branches of education offered
by this school until June 22, 1858, when he entered
the office of A. R. Throckmorton,
counselor-at-law,
of Freehold, as a student at law, still pursuing his
Latin and Greek studies under the private instruc
tion of the late Charles Walters, one of the teachers
of said school, a learned and most excellent man, for
whose kindly interest in his behalf Mr. Schanck has

569

County, across
Pennsylvania, through Northampton
Warren and Sussex Counties in New Jersey, to Pine
Island, in Orange County, in the State of New York,
of which road he is now vice-president and treasurer.

Henry Schanck, the father, was the son of Peter
Voorhees Schanck, who was a captain of militia and
very popular in his day. He was the eldest son of
Keorttenus Schanck, who in the Revolutionary war
was in the battle of Germantown under the immediate
command of Gen. Forman. He married a Miss Voor
hees, of New Brunswick, Middlesex Co., of a family
of high standing there. Keorttenus carried on the
tanning and currying business at Marlboro', in Mon
mouth County, in which calling his eldest son Peter

was also brought up. Peter married Sarah Shepherd,
the mother of Henry. She was the daughter of Elisha
Shepherd, of Scotch descent. Elisha took an active
part against the British in the Revolution.
A re
ward was offered by the British for him, and after a
time he was captured and confined by them as a pris
" Old
oner for a long time in what was known as the
Sugar-House"
were"xin New York, while others
changed.
Of the force of character of this man as
displayed by him in these trying times reminiscences
are preserved.
Henry Schanck married Mary Ann
Mount, daughter of Samuel Mount, who came in early

York,

ever been grateful.

times to this

On Oct. 6, 1860, Mr. Schanck entered the law-office
of James Otterson, of Philadelphia, and while there
attended lectures at the law branch of the University
of Pennsylvania.
In the November term of the Su

where two of his brothers were killed by the Indians,
and he barely escaped by concealing himself under
the barn.
He married Rachel, daughter of William

preme Court in 1862 he was admitted to the bar of
New Jersey, and began the practice of law at Hights
town, where he has continued to reside and practice
his profession.

In

a counselor-at-law.

November term, 1865, he became
In his profession he has had a

varied and extensive country practice, his tastes and
disposition always leading him to avoid litigation
when he could consistently with the interests of his
advise such a course.
He was married to
Mary Augusta, the daughter of James Lloyd, of Free
hold, on June 20, 1866, at St. Peter's Church of that
place, by the Rev. Wilbur F. Nields, then rector,
and has children as follows : Helen Louisa, Edgar
Grandin, Henry Lloyd, and Lotta Clerc.
Mr. Schanck has taken a warm interest in every
thing tending to enhance the welfare of the borough,
clients

and has always been zealous to promote harmony and
good feeling in all local questions upon which its
citizens might differ.
He was elected mayor of the
borough

in

1876, and again

in

1882.

He was one of

those most active in establishing the First National
Bank, of which he has always been a director and its
attorney.
The consolidation of the Central National

with the First National Bank, and thus harmonizing
financial interests, was strongly advocated by him.
He is now actively engaged in the construction of the
Pennsylvania, Slatington and New England Railroad,
running from Slatington, on the Lehigh River, in

State from Albany, near New

Mount, then living on the Kill Deer farm, in the
neighborhood of Manalapan, Monmouth Co., now oc
cupied by Samuel R. Ely. Samuel Mount resided on
where Mrs.
the farm adjoining his father-in-law's,
Henry Schanck was born. She was the mother of
eight children, of whom the subject of this sketch is
the fourth, as follows : Keorttenus, Susan, Darius,
Samuel
and
Mount, Elisha, Elizabeth, Rachel,
George, all being now living except Darius, who died
young.

This branch of the Schanck family came to this
from Holland at an early date, before the
Revolutionary war, and settled in Monmouth County
at or near Marlboro'. Its genealogy is traced through
the early settlers in this country back many genera
tions in Holland.
The Rev. Garret C. Schenck, a
minister of the Dutch Reformed denomination, re
siding at Marlboro', in Monmouth County, has in his
possession copies of the escutcheons and coat of arms
of many of the early ancestors, and has been at great
pains and expense in tracing the genealogy and col
lecting valuable information relating to the family.
The result of his labor is very valuable, and is with
out doubt the best source for the curious or those di
rectly interested in collecting facts upon this subject.
1863. — D. Cooper Albinson, Charles Elmer Green,
Samuel Meredith Dickinson, Edward W. Evans,
Woodbury D. Holt, Trenton.
1864. — James Buchanan, Trenton.
country
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Hon. Alfred Reed. — The ancestors of Judge
Reed are of Welsh descent, the earliest representa
tive having been William Reed, who first settled on
Long Island, and about the year 1700 purchased in
New Jersey of the Indians a tract of laud near Tren
ton, and now a portion of the township of Ewing.
The date of his advent is not accurately known,
though his name appears in a deed of ground then
designated as the First Presbyterian Church of Tren
ton, and now the First Presbyterian Church ot Ewing.

This document bears date March 9, 1709. William
Reed left two sons, — Joshua and William, — between
whom the above-mentioned land was divided. Joshua
married, and left two sons, —Joshua, who inherited
the land, and Joseph, who resided in Lumberton.
The former was born July 7, 1768, and died Sept. 11,
1831.
He was twice married, his second wife being
Miss Elizabeth Jones. Their two sons were Levi
and George ; the birth of the former occurred Sept.
Their
29, 1806, and that of the latter Jan. 14, 1809.
father devised to them this tract of land in common,
wMfch they cultivated together until the death of
George, which took place Sept. 6, 1849, when by de
vise it became the property of Levi.
George Reed was married to Miss Mary Hepburn,
and had children, — Alfred, Edward H., and Amanda.
Edward H., who was a practicing physician in Tren
ton, died in July, 1879.
Amanda is Mrs. Edward T.
Persons, of Marengo, 111. Alfred, whose life is here
briefly reviewed, was born Dec. 23, 1839, on the
homestead farm, where the years of his boyhood
were spent. When but ten years of age he lost his
father, and with his mother removed to Pennington,
and for two years pursued his studies at that place.

At

the expiration of this time he returned to Ewing,
to the home of his uncle Levi.
A short period was
spent in attendance upon the Lawrenceville High
School, after which he became a pupil of the Trenton
Academy and the Model School of the city. He then
entered Rutgers College, but left before graduating
at the State Law School at
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
He was admitted to the bar of the State of New
York in 1861, and began practice in New York City.
to become a student

Later he removed to Trenton, and having been ad
mitted as an attorney in June, 1864, he established
himself in practice in that city. He received his
counselor's license in 1867.
He was elected to the
Common Council of the city of Trenton as a Demo
crat in 1865, and officiated as president of that body

in 1866. He was chosen mayor of Trenton in 1867,
and was appointed law judge of the Court of Common
Pleas in 1869, which office he filled for a term of five
years. A year later he was appointed a justice of
the Supreme Court of New Jersey, and reappointed
in 1882. This exceptionally rapid advancement is of
itself a sufficient comment on Judge Reed's ability as
a lawyer, and bears witness to the respect and esteem

in which he is held by the people of his native State.

He was married in August, 1878, to Miss Rosealba E.
Souder, of Trenton.
They have one child, a daugh
ter, Edith.
1865.— Wesley Creveling, Trenton ; Leroy H. An
derson, Princeton ; Garret D. W. Vroom, Trenton.
1866. — William
L. Dayton, Mercer Beasley, Jr.,
Trenton.
1867.— John H. Stewart, Samuel D. Oliphant, Tren
ton.
1868.— Edward G. Cook, William Holt, William G.
Johnson, John T. Temple, Robert S. Woodruff, Tren
ton.
1869.— Moses D. Naar, Trenton ; R. M.

Hightstown.

J.

Smith,

1871.— Lewis W. Scott, Trenton.
1872.

—Morton R. Coleman, Trenton ; John F.
Jr., Princeton ; L. L. Howell, Robert F.

Hageman,

Stockton, Trenton.

1873. — Elmer E. Green, Samuel R. Gummere, Levi
T. Hannum, Theodore C. Maple, Trenton.
1874.— Joseph W. Pressy, Joseph K. Wells, Tren

ton.

— Benjamin F. Chambers, Trenton ; William
Gibby, Princeton ; George S. Grosvenor, John G.
Howell, F. C. Lowthrop, Jr., Isaac F. Richey, Lins-

J.

1875.

ley Rowe, Trenton.

1876. — Horatio N. Barton, George W. Savage,
Trenton ; George O. Vanderbilt, Princeton.

Jr.,

Hugh H. Hamill, Tren
1877. — James Buchanan,
ton ; Richard Runyan, Princeton.
1878. —Rutherford Coleman, George W. Macpher
son, Bayard Stockton, Trenton.
1879.

— Symmes B. 'Hutchinson, Karl A. Langlotz,
George D. Scudder, Tren

Jr., Edward H. Murphy,
ton.
1880.

— Fergus

A.

Dennis,

Princeton

;

James M.

Force, William M. Lanning, Ira W. Wood, Samuel
G. Naar, Trenton.
1881.— Barton
B. Hutchinson, Isaac T. Wood,
Trenton.
1882.— Loren H. Batchelor, Trenton.

Of this number the following hold or have held
some official legal position, viz. :
Garret D. W. Vroom, a son of the late Governor
Peter D. Vroom, a graduate of Rutgers College in
1862, was elected prosecutor of the pleas of Mercer
County in 1870, to fill the place of the late Col. Cald
well C. Hall. Upon the death of his father he was
appointed law reporter, and has continued Vroom's
Reports from vol. iii., and is still reporter.
He with
James H. Stewart was intrusted with the indexing and
publishing the "Revision of the Statutes of New Jer
sey"
in 1877. He is also mayor of the city of Trenton.
His position at the bar is prominent and still ad

vancing.

Mercer Beasley, Jr., a son of Chief Justice
Beasley, is also prominent at the bar. He succeeded
Mr. G. D. W. Vroom as prosecutor of the pleas in
Mercer, and continues to hold that office. He is also

1
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one of the retained attorneys of the Pennsylvania
Railroad Company.
He has a large and increasing
practice on both the criminal and civil sides of the
courts.

John H. Stewart was born in Hunterdon County,
and rose into prominence by being employed to pre
pare and publish a " Digest of the New Jersey Re
ports,"
a long-needed and laborious work, which he
performed very creditably.
He is at present the law
judge of Mercer County, having been appointed as
the successor of Judge Buchanan.
He is also chan
cery reporter, having succeeded C. E. Green.
These
several places he fills admirably, and also gives atten
tion to practice.

James Buchanan was born at Ringoes, Hunterdon
J., June 17, 1839. He studied law with John
T. Bird and at the Albany Law School, and settled in
Trenton to practice after he was admitted in 1864.
He was a Republican and was active in politics, and
was appointed to succeed Judge Reed as law judge of
Mercer County.
He has given more attention to
practice in the United States District Court of New
Jersey than in the State Courts, especially was this
the case while the bankrupt law was in force. He is
a trustee of the Peddie Institute, and takes an active
interest in religious, municipal, and benevolent in
stitutions.
He is a member of the Baptist Church.
Charles E. Green, a son of the late distinguished
Chancellor Green, was a graduate of Princeton Col
lege in 1860, and admitted to the bar in 1863.
He
Co., N.

was immediately thereafter appointed chancery re
porter by his father, and he continued to hold that
position during the term of his father and that of
Chancellor Zabriskie and a part of Chancellor Run-

The
term, till Mr. Stewart was appointed.
numerous volumes of C. E. Green's Chancery Reports

yon's

are his reports, and were well and promptly executed.
After he ceased to be reporter he was appointed reg

in bankruptcy in the United States District
Mr. Green seldom appears in court to argue
a cause.
He is a trustee of the college and seminary
at Princeton, and is charged with other important
ister

Court.

financial

trusts.

Robert S. Woodruff received the honorary de
gree of A.M. from Rutgers College, he having been

principal of the Rutgers College Grammar-School.
He was admitted to the bar in 1868. He represented
the Third District of Mercer County in the Assembly
in 1874, elected on the Democratic ticket. After
"
wards he was appointed judge of the District Court"
of the city of Trenton when it was first constituted,
He was born in
and he still holds that position.
Newark, April 2, 1841.
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CHAPTER LIX.
MEDICAL PRACTICE AND PHYSICIANS.
No State has been more careful to guard the prac
tice of medicine from falling into the hands of ignor
ant and empirical men than New Jersey. None of
the learned professions have been so much exposed
to ignorant pretenders as the medical profession.
In
savage and half-civilized countries there was always
a class of persons who claimed to have some special
knowledge of diseases and their remedies, and their
most reliable remedies were found among roots, plants,
and herbs. And even in our age of civilization and
learning, there are not a few who have a superstitious
faith in the skill of root doctors, and would rather
confide in them than in learned and thoroughbred phy
Such persons treat the healing art as an oc
sicians.
cult science and not as one of the learned professions,
and they rush to the ignorant pretender with the same
superstitious belief that he can heal them, as they go
to the Gypsy fortune-teller to learn where their stolen
property can be found.
The Quakers and early settlers in New Jersey
brought with them men who had given some study
and practice of medicine in their native countries,
perhaps as reliable as those, if not the same, who had
been accustomed to minister unto them in the mothercountry.

With the exception of the colony of Virginia, where
the Legislature had provided for regulating the fees
and accounts of physicians as early as 1636, the
colony of New Jersey was the first one to legislate
for the regulation of the practice of medicine and
surgery.
At the call of the most respectable physi
cians of East Jersey, a meeting was held in the city
of New Brunswick in the year 1766, at which the
New Jersey Medical Society was formed.
They
adopted articles of association and constitution based
upon declarations of most honorable sentiments touch
ing their professioual intercourse with one another,
and their duty to their patients and to the public,
commending consultations with one another in cases
of emergency, and to visit and administer unto the
poor without regard to recompense.
The society pledged itself " to do all in its power
to discourage and discountenance all quacks, mounte
banks, impostors, or other ignorant pretenders to
medicine, and on no account support or patronize any
but those who have been regularly
medicine either at some university,

initiated into
or under

the

of some able master or masters, or who by
the study of the theory and practice of the art, have
otherwise qualified themselves to the satisfaction of
profession."
this society for the exercise of their
That constitution was signed by fourteen of the
most respectable physicians in the eastern part of the
colony, including Dr. Thomas Wiggins, of Princeton.
This society obtained from the colonial Legislature of
direction
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of an " act to regulate the practice
surgery"
physic
of
within the province of New
and
1772 the passage

Jersey, the first act of the kind enacted by any of
The preamble to the act was as

the colonies.
follows :

" Whereas,

many ignorant and unskillful persons in
physic and surgery to gain a subsistence do take upon
themselves to administer physic and practice surgery

in the colony of New Jersey, to the endangering of
the lives and limbs of their patients, and to many of

his or her services any fee or reward either directly
or indirectly, shall be a graduate of some legally
chartered medical school or university in good stand
ing, or some medical society having power by law to

grant diplomas ; and such person before entering upon
said practice shall deposit a copy of his or her diploma
with the clerk of the county in which he or she may

sojourn, and shall pay said clerk ten cents for filing
the same in his office ; said copy to be a matter of
inspection."
record and open to public

his majesty's subjects, who have been persuaded to
become their patients, have been great sufferers
thereby, for the prevention of such abuses for the
future."

The act makes the violation of the above law a
misdemeanor, and imposes a fine of twenty-five dol
lars for each prescription or operation.
By a supplement to the above act passed March 2,

The act prohibited any person from practicing
physic or surgery within the colony before being first
examined, approved, and admitted by any two judges
of the Supreme Court, with an examiner whom they
might select, and obtaining a license from them to

1881, the section containing the penalty was amended,
making the violation of the law a misdemeanor, and
on conviction a fine of twenty-five dollars, or impris
onment in the county jail not exceeding six months
or both, for each prescription or professional service

practice.

rendered, provided, that any person who shall have
years'
experience in the practice shall be
had twenty
exempt from the provisions of such act.

Tne Revolutionary war arrested the meetings of
the society, but in 1782 a notice appeared in the New
Jersey Gazette, signed by Dr. Thomas Wiggins, as
secretary of the society, calling the annual meeting
of the society at Christopher Beekman's, the sign of
the college; in Princeton, on the first Tuesday of May,
1782.
In 1783 the State Legislature passed a law
similar to the one of 1772, and in 1790 an act incor
porating the society was passed. In 1816 the act was
extended for twenty-five years, and from time to time
since, the provisions of the acts had been continued
and amended until the year 1864, when the society
petitioned the Legislature to be allowed "to surren
der all its special privileges and pecuniary immunities
and to reorganize as nearly as possible upon a volun
basis."
An act was accordingly passed in that
tary
year continuing the incorporation
and giving it
authority to confer degrees of doctors of medicine
which should be a qualification
to its recipient to
practice, and also general powers to regulate the dis

trict societies and its own membership.
This act went into effect on the fourth Tuesday of
January, 1866, and repealed all former acts and sup
plements regulating the practice of physic and sur

gery.

Thus, after protection to the people for one
hundred years, the profession is armed with power
through this State Medical Society to protect itself as

one of the learned professions by demanding from its
members the highest attainments in medical and

surgical science, with thorough instruction in all the
advanced stages of modern practice and professional
etiquette, leaving the people and the empiric free to
act towards each other as they please.
But public sentiment soon demanded further legis
" an act to regulate
lation, and an act entitled
the
surgery"
practice of medicine and
was passed March
This act provides " that every person prac
12, 1880.

ticing medicine or surgery in this State in any of their
branches for gain, or who shall receive or accept for

This law is now in force throughout the State, and
it may be observed that the language of the statute
applies to both sexes.
Important legislation

has quite recently been en
acted in this State in relation to the compounding and
sale of medicines. Pharmacy has risen to the dignity
of a science and a school. By an act of the Legisla
ture in 1877 regulating the practice of pharmacy,
provision was made for creating a " Board of Phar

Jersey,"

macy of the State of New
whose duty it is
to examine and to grant certificates of registration to
pharmacists, and now every drug-store is required to
be in charge of a registered pharmacist.

The amazing increase in the number of remedies
within the last fifteen years makes the preparation
and dispensation of medicines a subject of vital im
portance both to the physician and the patient, and
legislation to guard against the blunders
and ignorance of druggists and their clerks is emi

stringent

There is an incorporated
nently proper.
maceutical Society well organized.

State Phar- '

A custom which has until a few years past pre
vailed only in large cities, of physicians giving their
prescriptions to their patients, who are expected to
send them to the druggist to have them filled, is be
ginning

to be observed in this county, especially in
the larger towns. It is a custom which cannot find
favor in the country, where drug-stores do not exist,

and it is extremely inconvenient
in towns where the
patient is not convenient to a
drug-store, or may be
so situated that no one can be procured to go in haste,
and at night, to get the prescription
filled.
It is no
small burden to send, after every visit of the family
physician, to get his prescriptions filled, for he varies

his remedies after almost every visit, if the case is a
complicated one. Besides this, the patient has
more
confidence in his physician's knowledge of the un-

Physicians. — Instead of enumerating the physi
cians who have resided on the territory now embraced
within Mercer County in alphabetical order, we prefer

to group them in their township and city relations, be
ginning with the veterans who stand at the head of the
professional roll. The valuable " History of Medicine
and of Medical Men in New

Jersey,"

by Dr. Wickes,
and
by Dr. Atkinson, besides many other pub
lished biographical sketches, which have rescued many
valuable physicians from forgetful ness, make it unne

" Biographical Dictionary of Physicians

and the
Surgeons,"

cessary for us to give more than a short sketch of our
Most noticeable physicians.
Physicians in Princeton. — The names of Dr.

Henry Greenland, who settled between Princeton
and Kingston in about 1682, and of Dr. Brinton
Davison, whq owned land in Princeton, and died
prior to 1756, are without any record, except as men
tioned in title-deeds.
Dr. Shippen, of Philadelphia, inoculated President
and attended him, but what local physician
who attended President Burr, we know
and
he had,
not, except that Dr. Nathaniel Scudder, of Mon
Edwards,

mouth,

may have

done

so, as he

is mentioned

as

a

I.,

a

is

it

it

a

a

its annual

meeting

at

a

a

Absalom Bainbridge, M.D., was

a

Princeton.
son

of Edmund

Bainbridge, near Coxe's Corner, in Lawrence town
half miles from Princeton.
ship, about two and
His grandfather was John Bainbridge, an original
deed of William Ridgway, dated
settler there under

He was descendant of Sir Arthur Bainbridge,
1695.
of Durham County, England.
Dr. Bainbridge graduated at Nassau Hall in 1762.
daughter of John
He studied medicine, married
He settled in
Taylor, sheriff of Monmouth County.
Princeton, and remained there for several years, pur
He was an early member of the
suing his practice.
New Jersey Medical Society, filled the offices of sec
He stood high
retary and president of that society.
a

while the eminent services of our old physicians, who
have passed away with the benedictions of a grateful
people upon their memory, have been the foundations
upon wljich the school of the present day has been
built, the modern treatment of patients is almost en
tirely different from that of the past.

formed, and as such called

Princeton in 1782. He was also its president.
Dr. Wiggins gave nearly fifty years of his life to
physician and
Christian citizen.
Princeton as
hospitalities
extended
to Gen. Washington when
He
in Princeton.
He died in 1804, having devised his
house and land to the Presbyterian Church for the
support of the pastor. He had no children, but sev
eral nieces, one of whom was married to John N.
prominent citizen of
Simpson,
merchant, and

a

and for something that is thought far
published,
better than the old way. The pursuit of the medical
profession grows broader, more honorable, and more
laborious year by year in all its departments.
And

He was also treasurer of the college. He suffered loss
of property by the hands of the Hessian soldiers in
He did not give much of his time
December, 1776.
even
in
the Revolution, but devoted him
to politics,
self to his medical practice. He was leading physi
meeting to
cian in the State, and signed the call for
form the New Jersey Medical Society in 1766, and
was first
was the secretary of that society when

He removed to New York after
said he was a royalist and
the war began, and
acted as surgeon in 1778 in the New Jersey volun
teers (British service).1 He had several children,
one of whom was Commodore William Bainbridge, of
the United States navy, and one daughter, Phebe,
in his profession.

is

Modern improvements, with the advancement made
in the natural sciences, the use of the microscope and
the thermometer, and the great variety of instruments
and appliances in making diagnosis, as well as in
performing wonderful surgical operations, all these
mark the progress in medical science and practice.
Almost each successive decade supersedes the wisdom
and learning of its predecessor.
So rapid are the
strides of progress that the books written twenty years
ago, and the modes of treating diseases at that time,
are now displaced for something that has just been

a

him.

Street, and there made his home during his life, in
supposed to have
two-story brick house, which he
planted
the sycamore-, the ash-,
he
built, and around
He
and the elm-trees, some of which are still there.
was distinguished physician, an honored citizen, and
ruling elder and trustee in the Presbyterian Church.

it

gists, but he loses thereby so much of the work of
benevolence which his honorable profession exacts of

Thomas Wiggins, M.D., was born at Southold,
in 1731, and graduated at Yale College in
After studying medicine he settled at Prince
1752.
tract of land of
He bought
ton, previous to 1762.
on
about twenty acres
the east side of Witherspoon

L.

a

There is one result

to the physician, in a pecuniary
view, for in this way he shifts the loss of the cost of
medicines furnished to poor patients upon the drug
favorable

mansion to see the

a

it

been at the presidential

a

bility for the remedy employed.
from
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a

to carry with him all the variety of medicines he
would select from ; and also, it is urged, that the pre
scription filed fixes upon the physician a responsi

having
sick.

PHYSICIANS.

a

adulterated virtue of the medicines furnished than
that of the druggist, whom he may not know person
ally. On the other hand, it is urged that the increase
of remedies makes it inconvenient for the physician

A-ND

was married to Dr. John Maclean, the father of the
ex-president.

John Beatty, M.D., known also as Gen. John
Beatty, was a son of Rev. Charles Beatty, of Neshaminy, graduated at Nassau Hall in 1769 and studied med1

MEDICAL PRACTICE

Loyalists."
Dr. Wickes' History of Medicine, citing " Sabine's
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In 1772 he married Mary Longstreet, daughter
of Richard Longstreet, near Princeton.
He practiced
in Princeton till he entered the American army in 1775,
with a captain's commission.
He was taken prisoner
at the surrender of Fort Washington
and suffered a
In 1778 he was exchanged, and with
long captivity.
impaired health he returned to Princeton and was ap
pointed commissary -general of prisoners, with rank of
In 1780 he
colonel, in place of Dr. Elias Boudinot.
icine.

resigned and was honorably discharged from the ser
vice. He had received the title of brigadier-general.
Upon his return to Princeton in 1778, he bought

"Windsor,"

a farm at Princeton and called it
there resided and practiced medicine

and

until about
it and leased a house in Princeton
of Col. Morgan.
He was a delegate from New Jersey
to the Continental Congress in 1783, and a member
of the Federal Congress in 1793. He was a member
of the State Convention in 1787, and was once Speaker
of the Assembly.
In 1795 he was elected Secretary
of State, and held the office for ten years, and in the
mean time removed to Princeton and built a handsome
house on the banks of the Delaware, above the StateHouse.
He was president of the Delaware Bridge
Company in 1803, and president of the Trenton Bank
from 1815 to 1826, the time of his death. He was
trustee of the College of New Jersey for nearly twenty
years. He was tall and courtly in manners. His
second wife was Miss Kitty Lalor.
Benjamin B. Stockton, M.D.,1 was a son of
Thomas Stockton, of Princeton, and was born there.
He married a daughter of Isaac Arnett, who was a
son of James, " an associate" of Elizabethtown in
1699.
He commenced practice in Princeton.
We
find a receipt from Col. Morgan, in 1786, for Dr.
1790, when he sold

Benjamin Stockton's professional services, paid to his
father, Thomas Stockton, probably after the doctor
had left Princeton.
He removed to Cohocton, and
thence to Vernon, thence to Buffalo, N. Y. He was
a surgeon at the hospital in Buffalo when it was burned

in 1813. He died in Caledonia, Genesee Co., N. Y.,
where he had last resided. He was a deacon in the
Presbyterian Church at that place. He died June 9,
He was a member of the New Jersey Medical
Society in 1781.
He was a surgeon in the Revolu
tionary war.
He entered the hospital department in
December, 1776,
He received from Dr. Shippen an
appointment as junior surgeon in the hospital depart
1829.

He continued in service through 1778, and
of Monmouth.
Dr. Stockton was not a graduate of Princeton.
He
was a cousin to Richard, the signer of the Declara
tion.
His father was a son of Richard, the first set
tler iu Princeton.
John Witherspoon, M.D., was the second son of
Rev. John Witherspoon, D.D., president of Princeton
College.
He graduated in the class of 1773. He
ment.

was at the battle

1 See Dr. Wickes' History.

studied medicine and commenced to practice when
the war broke out, and he was commissioned as a sur
geon in the general hospital, Continental army. After
the war he removed to South
at sea in 1795.

Carolina, and was lost

Ebenezer Stockton, M.D., was a native of
Princeton, son of Major Robert Stockton : graduated
at Nassau Hall in 1780, but in 1777, while the college
was suspended, he was commissioned surgeon's mate
in the general hospital of the American army, and
afterwards surgeon to a New Hampshire regiment.

After the war he settled in Princeton and followed
his profession with success to the close of his life in
He was a very popular man, tall and good1838.
He was generous to
looking, genial and hospitable.
the poor who needed his services.
He has three
children still living, — Helen, Mrs. Boteler, of Shepherdstown, Va. ; Mary, Mrs. Terry, of Lynchburg,
Va. ; and Major Robert .Stockton, of the vicinity of
Princeton. Dr. Stockton's residence was in the brick
house still standing on the north side of Nassau
Street opposite the School of Science.
He is said to
have had four physicians associated with him at dif
ferent times, viz.: Drs. John Maclean, John Van
He was
Cleve, L. F. Wilson, and James Ferguson.
trustee of the Presbyterian Church, and was a patriot
and a good citizen, serving the people of Princeton for
fifty years as their physician.
John Maclean, M.D., was born in Glasgow, Scot
After graduating at the univer
land, March 1, 1771.
sity of that city, he went to Edinburgh, London, and
Paris to study surgery and chemistry.
At Paris his
advantages were great, and he became accomplished

In surgery he also be'came ac
and had a good reputation.
When he
came to America, he brought with him a certificate
from the Society of Physicians and Surgeons of Glas
gow of their high esteem of him.
He was attracted

in French chemistry.
complished

to this country by our popular form of government.
Upon his arrival here, he was advised by Dr. Benja
min Rush, who had learned of his abilities, to settle
in Princeton, and he did so. He entered into part

nership with Dr. Ebenezer Stockton, the leading phy
sician of the place, and remained with him until after
he became professor in the college.
He was invited
by President Smith to deliver a short course of lec
tures to the students, and experiment in chemistry.
He was soon after chosen Professor of Chemistry in
the college, and had assigned to him the chair of
and Natural Philosophy, and he could
fill all equally well. He performed some nice opera
tions in surgery while with Dr. Stockton.
He was
an eminent scholar, universally admired and beloved.
In 1812 he resigned, and went to William and Mary's
College, in Virginia. He returned to Princeton, where
his family had remained, on account of sickness, and
he died in 1814.
His wife was Phoebe Bainbridge, a
daughter of Absalom Bainbridge, and they left
sev
eral children, of whom ex- President Rev. John Mac-

Mathematics
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lean, Dr. George M. Maclean, and Archibald Maclean
are still living.
Lewis Feuilleteau Wilson, M.D.,1 was the son
of a wealthy planter in the island of St. Christopher,

W.

I.

He graduated

1773, and became tutor

at Princeton with honor in
in college in 1774. He gave

up the study of divinity when the war broke out and
studied medicine, and was commissioned surgeon's
mate in general hospital in the Continental army in
After the war he went to
1778, and surgeon in 1779.
England, and upon his return he settled at Prince
ton as a physician.
In 1786 he removed to North
Carolina to practice medicine, but he abandoned the
practice and became a licensed preacher.
He became
a distinguished Presbyterian preacher, and died in
1804.

John Van Cleve, M.D., was born in Lawrence
township, in this county, where his parents lived.
He graduated at Princeton in 1797, and entered the
office of Drs. Stockton and Maclean.
For some years
he was a partner with Dr. Stockton.
In 1819 he re

ceived the honorary degree of M.D. from the College
and Surgeons in New York.
He was a
most estimable man, a skillful physician, and a con
sistent Christian. His medical learning caused the
faculty of the college to invite him to deliver lectures

of Physicians

It was

on medicine.

contemplated

to make him head

of the medical department of college, which they in
tended to establish, but his death on Dec. 24, 1826,
put an end to it. He married a daughter of Profes
sor Houston. He was elder and trustee of the church,
trustee of college, and had some political honors con
He left six children, three sons
ferred upon him.
Dr. Van Cleve was president
and three daughters.

of the New Jersey Medical Society in 1815, corre
sponding secretary in 1810-12, recording secretary,
1820-23, and was a valuable member of that associa
tion.
His residence stood where the University Hotel
stands. It was removed
where it still is.
now

to Bayard

Avenue,

James Ferguson, M.D., was a physician in Prince
ton, contemporary with Drs. Van Cleve and Stockton.
He studied with Dr. Stockton, and was for a time his
partner, and relieved Dr. Stockton in the later part
of his life of a part of his practice at the request of

He was a son of Josias Ferguson, a
a captain in the Revolution.
peace in Princeton, and
justice
of
the
Josias was a
died in 1836, aged eighty-nine years. Dr. Ferguson
was a good physician, and died in 1831, leaving one
son, William G. Ferguson, surviving him.
Jacob Scudder, M.D., was a native of Princeton
or its vicinity. He was a son of Lemuel Scudder,
studied medicine with Dr. John Beatty, and removed
to Virginia to practice his profession, where he lived
for some years. His health failed him, and in about
occupied the Long1814 he returned to Princeton and
Dr. Stockton.

native of Pennsylvania,

1 Dr. Wickes1 " History of Medicine."

street farm, where J. B. Van Doren now lives.
was a kind and gentle man, and died in 1859.
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He

Ezekiel P. Wilson, M.D., studied medicine with
Dr. Ebenezer Stockton, and for a short time was in
He soon after
partnership with him in practice.
took up his residence in West Windsor, and has con
tinued to practice there till the present time.
He is
still living there, very aged.
He belongs to West
Windsor rather than Princeton.
Horatio Sansbury, M.D., was a son of Ralph
Sansbury, of Princeton, who was a respectable citizen
of some public reputation.
He was long a justice of
the peace, a prominent scrivener and steward of the
college.
Dr. Sansbury studied medicine and prac
ticed in Princeton for several years. His health
failed, and he died Nov. 4, 1834, in the forty-second
year of his age.
Samuel Ladd Howell, M.D., was a descendant
of a Welsh family in South Jersey, and came to
Princeton in 1826, immediately after the death of
Dr. John Van Cleve, and took his office. He after
wards bought

the property next to the Presbyterian
Church, where Professor Stephen Alexander now re
sides. He was a very popular physician and a pol
ished Christian gentleman.
Without abandoning his
large practice he accepted a professorship in the col
lege, and gave lectures

on anatomy and physiology
till his death. In 1835 the
home of Dr. Howell was invaded by a malignant
fever, which terminated the life of the doctor and
his son, William Meade Howell, then a student in
college.
The Rev. James W. Alexander, D.D , said
to the students from 1830

of him, after coming from his funeral, " He was a
model of incalculable liberality and chivalrous honor,
and all his feelings were the running over at the brim
of these virtues."
He left two sons— John and Har
rison —and two daughters, Anna (Mrs. Dodge) and
Sarah.
Richard L. Howell, of the New Jersey bar,
and Benjamin Howell, M.D., were his brothers, and
Mrs. Thomas L. Janeway, D.D., was his sister.
Alfred A. Woodhull, M.D., was a son of the
Rev. George Spafford Woodhull, pastor for many years
of the Presbyterian Church at Princeton.
He grad
uated at Nassau Hall in 1828, studied medicine in the
office of Dr. Samuel L. Howell, and commenced prac
tice in Princeton with his brother, Dr. John N.
Woodhull, just as Dr. Howell died. He married
Anna Maria Salomans, granddaughter of President
S. S. Smith.
He was accomplished and very much
beloved, but died in 1836, leaving his widow and
one son, Alfred Alexander Woodhull, M.D., a sur
geon in the United States army.
John N. Woodhull, M.D., was a younger brother
of Alfred, before mentioned, and son of Rev. G.
S. Woodhull, of Princeton, and grandson of Rev.
John Woodhull, D.D., of the old Tennent Church.
He was born in Cranberry, N. J., July 25, 1807, and
graduated with his brother in the class of 1828, and
at the Pennsylvania
University in 1831.
He first
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began

to practice at Middletown, in Monmouth
County, but upon the death of Dr. Howell he entered
into partnership with his brother Alfred, in Princeton.
He was a man of fine personal appearance, with popu

Princeton, a son of Dr. John Maclean, who came
from Glasgow to Princeton in 1795.
He graduated
at Nassau Hall in 1824 ; studied medicine and began
the practice in Princeton, which he continued a few

lar manners, industrious, and devoted to his practice,
which was very large and extensive. He kept on
hand a large supply of medicines, and sold a large
He
quantity of his own compounding, as specifics.
attempted as he became more advanced in years to
confine himself to office practice, and removed on a
fine farm on Stony Brook, which he farmed with
great success.
But he returned to Princeton and re
sumed his practice, setting apart special days in a week
for office practice. He was a successful practitioner,
had a host of friends, never married, accumulated
about sixty thousand dollars, and left about one-half
of it to the College of New Jersey, and the other half
to his nephew, Spafford Woodhull. A scholarship in
Princeton College bears his name. After thirty years
of laborious practice, never having held a public office,

years, and then he went out to Indiana. He has been
more occupied as a teacher of chemistry than as a

he died Jan. 12, 1867, and was buried by his brother
in the Princeton Cemetery.

Jared I. Dunn, M.D., came to Princeton from
Washington, D. O, prior to 1838, and married a daugh
ter of Robert Bayles, of Kingston, N. J. He was a
popular and skillful physician, a handsome person,
an active partisan of the Democratic party.
He had
a good practice and the implicit confidence of his
patients.
He attended the Episcopal Church.
He

left

a widow and four children,
two sons and
daughters.
The two daughters are living in
State, —-Virginia (Mrs. Langlotz), at Trenton,
Georgianna (Mrs. Rev. Coyle), at Bridgeton.

two
this
and

The
sons went to the South, and only one is now living.
Dr. Dunn died in January, 1851. He was return
ing at night from Trenton, where he had gone to at
tend the inauguration of Governor Fort, and on the
while returning
road, about half-way to Princeton,
home, his horse, a very spirited one, ran with him
and dragged him entangled in the sulky.
He was
found dead on the road near midnight, and was
brought to Princeton and buried in the cemetery.
Archibald Alexander, M.D., was born in Prince
ton, a son of the Rev. Archibald Alexander, D.D., of
He did not graduate at the
the Princeton Seminary.
college, but received the honorary degree of A.M.
He received the degree of Doctor
from it in 1836.

of Medicine of the Jefferson Medical College, in
Philadelphia, in the same year. He studied in the
office of Dr. Howell, and commenced the practice in
After a few years he moved to LambertPrinceton.
ville, N. J., but very soon returned to Princeton,
He never
where he spent the remainder of bis life.
He became a communicant member of the
married.
Second Presbyterian Church a few years before his
death. He died at his rooms at the University Hotel,
on the 8th day of April, A.d. 1882, after a short ill
sixty-eight years.
ness, aged about
George McIntosh Maclean, M.D., is a native of

practitioner of medicine. He was Professor of Medi
cal Chemistry at New Albany and at Hanover College,
and lectured in other institutions of lower grade. He

returned to Princeton in 1866, and is still there. He
Somnatology."
"
has published a Treatise on
He has
also published several articles in medical journals of.
professional interest, and the Indiana State Medical
published

two reports

by Dr. Maclean on
on "Teaching
Chemistry,"
Chemistry,"
"
and on The Elements of
besides other articles.
He is a ruling elder in the
First Presbyterian Church.
William Forman, M.D-, after having spent some
time in a drug-store in Philadelphia, studied medicine
with Dr. Holcombe, of AUentown, Monmouth Co.,
N. J. He graduated at the Medical University of New
York. He began practice at Paradise, Pa., but soon
removed to AUentown, N. J., where he practiced for
several years. When Dr. Samuel L. Howell died in
Princeton in 1835, Dr. Forman was invited to remove
Though in deli
to PrincetoD, and take his practice.
cate health he came to Princeton, and had the patron
age of the most influential families, though not the
largest practice among the physicians.
He had a
brilliant mind, was well informed, kept abreast the
science of medicine in its progress, had a literary
taste, and was a fine conversationalist.
He occupied
at the time of his death the old Dr. Van Cleve man
sion and office in Nassau Street.
He died Feb. 22,
typhoid fever which he con
1848, of a malignant
tracted while attending assiduously patients sick with
that disease. He was a member and fellow of the
New Jersey State Medical Society, and was held in
high esteem by that body. The standing committee
of that society in their report in 1848 noticed his
Society

"Medical

Chemistry,"

and an article

death, and recognizing his
among other complimentary

this:

superior
things

abilities,

said,

of Dr. Forman,

" In whatever position
chanceor design placed him he was at home,
whether examining the student or candidate for medical honor or the
intricate structure of the animated machine, eliciting an explanation of
its complicated functions, investigating the extent of his examinant's
knowledge of the resourcesand benefitsdeducible
from surgical science,
diving into the modusoperandiof reproductive nature, drawing out the
nature, kind, and virtues of vegetables,or the destructivecharacter of
mineral remedial agents,the samecapability was manifested,and when
drawn into the extensivefield of classic and literary lore the samesu
periority was evidenced. The club of Hercules seemedhis by
natural
right of pessesBion;no faltering, no
hesitation marked his path."

Dr. Forman married Eleanor Quay, of AUentown.
He was about fifty-two years of age when he died.

Mrs.

Professor Stephen Alexander and Miss Eliza
Forman are the only surviving members of the family.
John Stillwell Schanck, M.D., LL.D., was
a son of Rulef R. Schanck and Mary Stillwell
his
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not having perhaps the largest range of practice.
In
1856, Professor Torrey resigned the chair of chemistry,

about midway between Middletown and Red Bank in
Monmouth
residence
; the Schanck
County, N.
was near the brick church, where Dr. Van Vranken
was long the pastor. The Schanck family trace their

half professorship
and Dr. Schanck was elected to
in that chair, and continued to practice medicine and
give lectures in college till 1865, when he received
full professorship, and was obliged to give up his
practice.
He has been
resident of Princeton for
forty years and upwards, and has been one of the
most scientific and best- read members of the medical
profession, free from all taint of empiricism and in
still living and
He
sincerity in the profession.

or vial, and young Schanck did
and to his
surprise received the charge.
The lecture and the
experiment excited the curiosity of the boy and set
Judge Combes
him to inquiring about electricity.

was then in Princeton College about graduating, and
the boy attacked him with questions about electricity
more than he could answer.
Mr. Combes advised the father of the boy to let
him pursue the study, and go to assist Prof. Henry as
a

boy in his laboratory while lecturing to the classes
in college. The result was that through the efforts of
Mr. Combes the boy went to the laboratory of Prof.
Henry, at Princeton, the next year. He was then
waiting on the professor in his lectures to the class
Attorney-General
which contained Parke Godwin,
He spent a year and a half in
Brewster, and others.

Princeton, and arrangements were made for his edu
cation.
He returned to Freehold to school, and then
was sent to Lenox, Mass., where he was prepared for
college, and he entered Princeton College in 1838, in

He jumped the junior class,
the sophomore class.
but did its work, and graduated with the seniors in
1840.

a

He began the study of medicine with Dr. John N.
Woodhull, in Princeton, attended the University of
He mar
Pennsylvania, and graduated there in 1843.
ried Miss Robbins, of Lenox, settled at Princeton in
April, 1843, and began the practice of medicine. He
good practice, and in about 1848 he
soon acquired
was made curator in the college, and then was invited
by Dr. Maclean and Professor Henry to deliver lec
tures in college on natural history, and then on
After the death of Dr. For
anatomy and physiology.
man, Drj Schanck acquired the most of his practice,
physician in Princeton, though
and was the leading

a

is

a

a

a

iij

died or removed from the place, except, perhaps, three
or four who came here to reside and not to practice,

Dr. A.
Berry and Dr. Rogers, from New York,
and several others who opened their offices, but re
moved before they became fully established as prac
as

titioners.
The physicians

who are at this time living and
in Princeton are the following:
William J. Lytle, M.D., was born in the city of
Trenton.
His father, William Lytle, came from Ire
land, and was a school-teacher and land-surveyor in
this county, residing the most of his time in Somerset
County, but at his death in Princeton.
Dr. Lytle ac
quired an ordinary English education, and commenced
practicing

the study of medicine and surgery with Dr. Ferdinand
S. Schenck, at Six-Mile Run, and attended lectures
at the University of New York.
After receiving his
he settled first at Metuchen, east of New
Brunswick, and then in the year 184- he removed to

diploma,

Princeton, and has continued from that time to the
present in
laborious and unremitting practice.
He
fondness for his profession, but an impediment
has
and weakness in his speech have kept him from taking

an active part in the medical societies of the State
He has wife and several children.
and county.
Oliver Hunt Bartine, M.D., was born in Tren
son of the Rev. David Bartine, a
was
ton in 1815
Methodist preacher and a grandson of Oliver Hunt.
a

it,

jar

a

of the tavern in the presence of from twenty to thirty
persons. Vials were used instead of jars.
The lec
turer wanted some one to assist him, and to hold the

I.

" Electricity."

the tavern, on
His curiosity to know
what that meant led him and another boy to go and
hear it. The lecture was delivered in the sitting-room

Wessel T. Stout, M.D., was son of R. M. Stout,
of AUentown, N. J., where he was born. He gradu
ated at the University of Pennsylvania, and was first
settled for a short time in Hunterdon County.
He
then came to Princeton in 1851, and practiced there
till his death, in February, 1862. He never married.
John H. Warren, M.D., was son of Richard
He received his education
Warren, of Princeton.
under Frederick Knighton,
Princeton, and then
pursued his study of medicine in the office of Dr. W.
T. Stout and at the University of Pennsylvania.
He
practiced in Princeton for about twelve years. He
died young and unmarried in 1866, aged about fortysix years.
We have enumerated all the known physicians who
ever practiced medicine in Princeton and have either

a

fourteen years old he learned that some itinerant
genius was to give a lecture at Middletown Point, at

making history for himself.

;

Dutch genealogy back to the sixth century. The
family coat of arms exhibits a wine-cup with a hand
pressing a cluster of grapes.
Dr. Schanck was born a.d. 1817. His mother soon
died and his father married a second wife, when the
son went to live with his uncle, Joseph Stillwell, at
the old Stillwell residence.
It is interesting to note
the little incident in the life of the country boy,
which made the present distinguished professor of
When thirteen or
chemistry in Princeton College.

a

J.

a

wife, a daughter of Maj. John Stillwell, an officer in
the Revolutionary war. The Stillwell residence was

He was a half brother of the late Rev. David W.

Bartine, D.D.

Dr. Bartine began early in life to give attention to
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the study of medicine, in the office of Dr. John Hunt,
in Cincinnati, and afterwards with Dr. Ellis, of Rocky
Hill. He accompanied his studies with practice, and
settled at Middletown Point, in Monmouth County,
but in about 1847 he returned to Princeton, and after
having attended several courses of lectures at medi
cal schools in New York and Philadelphia, he received
his diploma at the Pennsylvania Medical College in
the year 1859.

He is a member of the State and
Medical Societies. His first wife was Miss
Cottrell, of Princeton, and after her death he married
Miss Waker, from New Brunswick, N. J.
James H. Wikoff, M.D., was born near Long
Branch, Monmouth Co., N. J., and is a son of Garret R.
Wikoff, of AUentown, N. J. He traces his ancestry
to Cornelius Wikoff (or Wykoff), who came from
David," Capt.
Holland in 1636 on ship " King
D.
De Vries, and settled on Long Island, where he died,
and whose son, Peter Clausen Wikoff, is buried under
the pulpit of the Reformed Church at Flatlands,
County

L. I.
His

•

descendants settled in Monmouth, where they
purchased a large tract of land near what is now
called Elberon, and occupied it until quite recently.

Dr. Wikoff prepared for college at West Nottingham
Cecil Co., Md., under the Rev. George
Burrowes, , D.D., now professor in the Presbyterian
Theological Seminary, California. He entered the
sophomore class in the College of New Jersey in
1849, from which he was graduated in the class of
1851.
He studied medicine with W. T. Stout, M.D.,
in Princeton, and was graduated in the spring of
1854 from the University Medical College of New
York City. He settled in the fall of the same year
and began the practice of medicine at Hightstown,
N. J., where he remained until the spring of 1859,
Academy,

when he removed to Princeton,

where he continues

in an increasing and successful practice of his chosen
profession.

Mr. Wikoff is devoted to his profession, is an ac
skillful practitioner in medicine and
surgery, and of ready and quick perception in the
diagnosis of complicated cases of disease. He is in
terested in all that relates to the advancement of
medical science in the county and State, and a
thorough student of his profession.
He is a member
Church at
and trustee of the First Presbyterian
Princeton, a member of the Mercer County Medical
Society and State Medical Society, and also a mem
ber of the Medico-Legal Society of New York.
Dr.
Wikoff married, in 1854, Mary, daughter of the late
knowledged

C. Cruser, a merchant, and former owner
of Cruser's mills, now Aqueduct mills, on the Mill
stone. They have a daughter, an only child, Anna
Cornelius

Wikoff.

Elston H. Bergen,

M.D., was born in West Wind-

He was in
sor ; he is a son of I. S. Bergen, a farmer.
college at Princeton, but did not graduate ; studied
medicine with Dr. Wikoff and at the Columbia Col

lege Medical School, and settled at Princeton, where
he is practicing his profession.

Arthur K. Macdonald, M.D., is a son of the late
Rev. James M. Macdonald, D.D., of Princeton, and
was born in New York. He graduated at Nassau Hall

1871.
He entered the office of Dr. J. H. Wikoff to
study medicine, and in 1874 he graduated at the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania, and had a position there in
a hospital for a short time. Then he was employed

in

Dr. Buttolph in the lunatic asylum at
After six months he was transferred to
the new asylum at Morristown, where he remained
for over a year.
After looking about for a place of
settlement, Dr. Macdonald came to Princeton in 1876,
opened his office, began to practice his profession, and
,is giving his attention to it with a promise of success.
John G. Bayles, born at Kingston, N. J.; son of
Bayles.
Robert
Graduated at Princeton, studied
medicine with Dr. Dunn; after being settled at New
Rochelle, Kingston, and Rocky Hill, is now practic
ing at Princeton.
Physicians in Hopewell. — George W. Case,
M.D., was the earliest resident physician in the vil
lage of Hopewell of whom we have account.
He
came from New York to this place about A.D. 1800,
as assistant to

Trenton.

and he continued

his practice

there for forty years.

He died in February, 1842.
Dr. Robert R. Rankin has been settled there for
about ten years.

Dr. Elias C Baker, a son of Isaac Baker, of
Princeton, and a druggist, studied medicine with Dr.
John N. Woodhull, and obtained a medical diploma
from Yale; after practicing medicine in Princeton
for a few years he settled in Hopewell village, and
has been there for the last four years, both practicing
and selling drugs.
James H. Baldwin, M.D., after obtaining his

license, settled to practice at a place called Stoutsburg, east of the village of Hopewell and near the
Somerset County line.
We cannot give the precise
year, but it must have been in the third decade of the
present century.
He married a daughter of Abram

Stout of that neighborhood, and she is still living.
Dr. Baldwin was a good physician and a good Chris
tian gentleman, universally respected by the people
and by the profession.
He had a large practice and
sustained its labors for about forty years ; and died
greatly honored by the community which he had so
long and acceptably served. He was a member of the
Reformed Church of Blawenburg.

Henry

Wickam Blachly, M.D., was settled at
He belonged to a medical family. He
was a son of the third Ebenezer Blachly,
M.D., and
was born April 12, 1763.
His father lived at Paterson, N. J., but died at Pehnington on a visit to
his
Pennington.

son, and was buried there.

Dr. Henry W. Blachly was genial and affable in
his manners, esteemed a good
physician, and was
elected a member of the New Jersey Medical
Society
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in 1784. He lived a bachelor, though there is an
anecdote related of him that when a young man and
out at a social party he was bantered to wed one of
the young maidens present, possibly his partner in the
•dance, and being a gallant young man and his partner

•consenting to the proposal a minister was called.
The ceremony was commenced and complied with on
his part, but the lady then withdrew her word, and
he continued
bachelor.1

the

He died Dec.
Presbyterian

rest of his

life a half-married

and was buried
graveyard at Pennington.
22,

1843,

in the

Absalom Blachly, M.D., was a brother of Dr.
Henry Wickam Blaehly aforesaid, and was born Feb.
He first studied law and was admitted to
7, 1765.
practice, but becoming dissatisfied he studied medi
cine, and began its practice at Pennington with his
brother, Henry W., and continued there during his
long life. He was a close student and was well read,
gifted though modest in conversation, his letters

in his old age indicate his fine generous
He lived eleven years after his brother's
He died Dec. 30, 1854.2
death.
Dr. Blachly's sister's child, Miss Carmichael, be
came the second wife of President Millard Fillmore.
Lewis Springer, M.D., was a practicing physi
for several years from
cian, settled in Pennington
He
about 1826 to the time of his death, in 1832.
written

nature.

place

being near
He was a physician of much
promise and greatly respected. He died of cholera.
He was engaged to be married to Miss Elizabeth
Welling, a sister of Dr. Henry P. Welling, who had
from Delaware,
Brandywine Springs.

¦came

his native

been a student in his office, and when taken with a
relapse in his illness, and felt that he was dying, he
sent for a magistrate and was married, and executed
his will and died within an hour or two.

Henry

P. Welling, M.D., is a son of Isaac Wel
ling, a farmer, of Hopewell. He graduated at Prince
ton College in 1828, studied medicine in the office of
Dr. Springer, of Pennington, and graduated at the
University of Pennsylvania in 1832, and had intended
with Dr. Springer, but
to enter into partnership
he took his office and practice immediately after the
He is still living, but
death of Dr. Springer in 1832.

has almost entirely given up his practice to his son.
He has been a successful and honored practitioner, a
publicman of skill and judgment, a useful and
spirited citizen, a respected member of the medical
Dr. Welling married Miss
society, State and county.
Louisa Schenck, a daughter of Peter Schenck, near

Pennington, and they have one son, Edward Living
ston Welling.
Edward Livingston Welling, M.D., a son of
Dr. Henry P. Welling, after attending the Lawrence
ville High School, entered Princeton College, and
1 Dr. Wickes' History of Medicine, 155.
« Ibid.
38

graduated
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in the class of

1857,

and while in his

father's office took a course of two years in tbe Uni
and settled to practice in
versity of Pennsylvania,
Pennington.
When the war broke out he volun
teered as assistant surgeon, and soon became surgeon
under Col. McAllister.
He served with courage and
fidelity all through the war, passed through many
battles and thick dangers with honor and safe deliv
erance. He returned to his practice after the war,
married Miss Dick, a niece of Gen. McAllister, and
devotes himself to his profession.
He is an active
member of the medical society of his county, and of
the State Society.
Israel Hart, M.D., has been for several years a
practicing physician at Pennington, and he has a son,

Edgar Hart, who is also practicing at the same place,
and is a member of the County Medical Society.
William Jenney, M.D., settled at Woodsville in

1856 and continued till 1869.
The next resident phy
sician there was A. W. Armitage, M.D., who after
a few years was succeeded by Dr. Joseph T. Lanning,

who is practicing there at this time.
Henry H. A. Neil, M.D., is a practicing physician
who has been settled at Titusville for about two years
past. He is regarded as worthy of confidence.
He
is a member of the medical society of the county.
Dr. Neil was preceded in Titusville by Drs. Twining,

J. W. Robinson, Lyman Leavitt, George W. Copeland,
and John Meeser, who had been settled there at dif
ferent former periods.

Physicians in Lawrence. — George White,
M.D., of Lawrenceville, was a son of James White,
of that place. He was educated at the high school
in that village, in which he was born. He studied
medicine with Dr. James Clark in Trenton ; gradu
ated at the University of Pennsylvania ; marrried
Miss Mary Schenck, a sister of Mrs. Dr. Welling, and
has practiced during all his professional life iu Law
rence, being the only physician in that place. His
practice extended through a period of about forty
years. He was public-spirited, aud took quite an ac
tive part in politics as a Whig and Republican.
He
had one son, a physician, who died just as he had
commenced to practice with bright prospects.
Dr. White was an estimable citizen, of gentlemanly
manners, and died in 1872, much lamented in the
He has two daughters
community and the church.
and one son and his widow surviving him.
Edmund De Witt, M.D., is the physician now
in Lawrenceville.
He is a member of the
Mercer County Medical Society.
settled

Physicians in Ewing.— John Weatherel Scud
der, M.D., son of Isaac Scudder, near Cranbury,
N. J., born 1814; graduated at Princeton in 1832;
studied medicine with Dr. S. L. Howell, in Princeton,
and at the University of Pennsylvania,
1836; married
Virginia Bergen, of Cranbury, and settled at Ewingville, Mercer Co., N.

practice

J.

He had quite an extensive
estate.
He died in 1881

and a comfortable
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aged sixty-seven

years.

He left one son and three

daughters.

Physicians in West Windsor.— Israel Clarke,
M.D., belonged to the Quaker family of Clarkes, who
He practiced at
settled at Stony Brook in 1695.
Clarkesville, where he was settled, and where he died.
As a physician he was quite celebrated in the coun
He was full of
ties adjoining his extensive practice.
humor, and had a day in the week fixed for office
business, when great crowds flocked to consult him.
1
Clarkesville is called after him. George W. Applegate now lives on his former residence.
Dr. James

Clarke, of Trenton, was his son.
Ezekiel P. Wilson, M.D. He studied medicine
with Dr. Ebenezer Stockton in Princeton, and was
for a short time a partner with him in practice.
He
afterwards removed to Hightstown, and then to West
Windsor, near the Millstone, where he pursued his
profession for upwards of sixty years. He was oldschool to the last, holding on to calomel and jalap
and bleeding as the supreme remedies. His intelli
gence and judgment were highly respected by the
doctors who knew him.
He was very peculiar, had a
large practice, and outlived all his contemporaries.
He is now ninety-four years old.
Physicians in East Windsor.— Drs. Enoch Wil
son and George McCroy were the earliest resident
physicians whose names can be obtained.
They are
said to have resided in Hightstown before the year
1800.
Dr. Ezekiel Wilson practiced there at an early
period before he settled in West Windsor.
Dr. Ap
plegate also practiced there at an early day. They
were succeeded by Dr. Charles G. McChesney, who
was a prominent physician and politician, and who
was for a time Secretary of State, and resided at Tren
ton while in office. He had a large practice, and was
highly esteemed in the community and by the pro
fession. Dr. J. H. Wickoff, of Princeton, was settled
in Hightstown for several years before removing to
Princeton, and others from time to time had been
settled there; some have died, some removed, and
some are still there. Drs. Blauvelt, Wilbur, Bar
tholomew, Hall, McGeorge,
Williamson, Johnson,
Dey, Davis, Titus, and Pumyea are among the more
recent practitioners.
Dr. Blauvelt has been dead
some years, and Dr. Charles F. Deshler, who was one
of the most prominent, has died within a very few

years past.

Physicians in Hamilton.— George R. Robbins,
M.D., son of Randall and Sarah Robbins, was born in
Monmouth County, N. J., Sept. 24, 1808.
His father
died near Edinburgh, N. J., about 1857, in his sixtyseventh year, and his mother lived to be over eighty
years of age.
His brothers and sisters are Judge
Randall C. Robbins, of Windsor, Mercer Co. ; Nathan,
a farmer in Hamilton township ; and Nancy, Sarah,
and Emily.
Dr. Robbins studied medicine with Dr.
Alexander McKelway, of Trenton, and was graduated
at the Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia,

1837.
He commenced the practice of
at Falsington, Pa., but after a short time,
about 1838, settled at Hamilton Square, Mercer Co.,
N. J., where he continued his professional duties as
physiciau and surgeon to the time of his decease, Feb.

March

2,

medicine

He was well read in medical and general
literature, and ranked among the first in his profes
sion in the State. As a physician he was vigilant,
successful, of quick perception, and careful and thor
ough in the diagnosis of disease, and his care for his
22, 1875.

patients and interest in each particular case made
As a surgeon
him favorably and popularly known.
he was skillful, and with great coolness and nerve
After his
met the most difficult case successfully.
decease
he was succeeded in his practice by his
nephew, Dr. George R. Robbins.
Dr. Robbins was interested in local matters outside
his profession, and was an earnest member of the old
Whig party. In 1854 he was elected to Congress from
the Second District of New Jersey, and by re-election
in 1856, upon the organization of the Republican
party, he served in the Congress of the United States
for four years, doing credit to himself and honor to
his constituents.
He was a man of independent
action, possessed of clear and forcible ideas, and
sought to fulfill the full duties of the citizen.
Dr.
Robbins was a member of the I. 0. O. F., and served
the lodge in high official positions.

His widow, who survives him, is J. Amanda, daugh
ter of Howell Hill and Mary Capner, and grand
daughter of Samuel Smith Hill, of Trenton, N. J.

Her father survives in 1882, being in the eighty-fifth
year of his age, and her mother died in 1877, aged
seventy-four years. Mrs. Robbins was born Oct. 19,
1822, and was married to Dr. Robbins on May 12,
1842.
She is a lady of rare excellence, and desires
to place a portrait of her deceased husband in the
history of Mercer County with this sketch, thereby
indicating the place that he made in society as a man
and as a physician.
Mrs. Robbins had one brother,
Joseph C, and one sister, Christina, both of whom
are deceased.

George

R. Robbins, M.D., son of Nathan and
Mary A. (Mount) Robbins, and grandson of Randall
Robbins, was born near Hamilton Square, Mercer
Co., N. J., March 12, 1849.
He was educated at the
New Jersey Classical and Scientific Institute at
Hightstown, and at the New Jersey Collegiate Insti
tute at Bordentown, graduating from the latter.
He
studied medicine with his uncle, Dr. George R. Rob
bins, an eminent physician of Hamilton Square, at
tended lectures at the Jefferson Medical College,
Philadelphia, from which he was graduated on March
Dr. Robbins commenced the practice of his
12, 1870.
profession immediately after
graduating at Hamilton
Square, where he has continued since.
He has a

large and lucrative practice, and succeeded to
a large
part of his uncle's practice upon his decease.
He is
especially a successful obstetrician, and is frequently

'
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MEDICAL PRACTICE AND PHYSICIANS.
called outside his regular ride and into other counties

in this particular branch of his practice. Dr. Rob
bins is a member of Hightstown Lodge A. F. and
A. M., and interested in and a supporter of the
worthy local enterprises presented to his notice.
He
was united in marriage Dec. 25, 1871, to Annie M.,
daughter of Jonathan H. Watson, of Edinburgh,
N. J. He has but one surviving child, Milicent.
Physicians
in Washington.— George Henry
Franklin, M.D., was born at South Amboy, N. J.,
Jan. 4, 1856. His father, Rev. William Franklin,
was born in Lincolnshire, England, in 1822.
His

parents being poor, he. became dependent upon his
own resources at the age of sixteen, and while earn
ing a livelihood acquired an education by his own
personal efforts. At the age of eighteen he was made
a local preacher

in the Wesleyan

connection.

In
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Dr. Belleville had a large practice and a high repu
tation for skill in his profession.
He was the family
attendant of Joseph Bonaparte, of Bordentown.
He
is credited with having said once, when asked if he
could recommend a physician for Bordentown,

"If

you get one good doctor you get one good thing, but
if you get one bad doctor you get one bad thing.
you have a lawsuit, you get one bad lawyer, you lose
your suit, you can appeal ; but if you have one bad
appeal."
doctor, and he kills you, then there be no
He attracted many young men to his office for in
struction in medicine, and he took great pleasure and

If

pains in teaching them. Among his students were
Dr. Coleman and Dr. F. A. Ewing.
His wife was a member of the Presbyterian Church,
and he occasionally accompanied her there. He was
widely known among the medical men of this coun

1851 he came to America,
and immediately
com
menced his ministerial
labors.
In 1853 he was re
ceived into the New Jersey Conference of the Meth

try, and was highly esteemed for his honor, his skill,
and his genial hospitality.
He died Dec. 17, 1831, at
the age of seventy years.

odist

James Beakes Coleman, M.D., was a native of
the vicinity of Trenton.
His ancestors, the Colemans
and the Beakes, were among the early settlers of
Trenton and its neighborhood, where their descend

Episcopal Church, since which time he has
served the Methodist Episcopal Church at Jacobstown, Crosswicks, Tuckerton, and Mount Holly, in
Burlington County, and at Old Bethel, Union Street,
Trenton, and Windsor, in Mercer County. Dr. George
H. Franklin received an English and classical educa

tion under the private instruction of Prof. Coxe, and
in 1875 began reading medicine with Dr. W. R. Kinmouth, of Farmingdale, N. J. He attended lectures
at the College of Physicians and Surgeons in New
York City, was graduated from that institution on
Feb. 28, 1879, and immediately began the practice of
his profession at Windsor, Mercer Co., where he has
continued successfully since. He is a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, superintendent of the
and president of the Young Men's
Sunday-school,
Christian Association.
He married, June 16, 1880,
Mary, daughter of the late Charles Montanye, of
Port Monmouth, N. J. They have one child, Charles
Franklin.
Physicians in Trenton. — Nicholas Belleville,

M.D., was one of the earliest and most distinguished
physicians of Trenton.
He was a native of Metz,
France, born in 1753. His father was a physician
and surgeon, and the son acquired the best education

possible in the medical schools of Paris. He came to
this country with Count Pulaski, who had volunteered
his services in our Revolutionary struggle, and Dr.

Belleville cast in his fortune with him, and embarked
in the sloop-of-war of fourteen guns, one hundred and
five men, and sixteen hundred stands of arms for the
American troops. They arrived at Salem, Mass., July
He happened to make the acquaintance of
22, 1777.
old Dr. Bryant, of Trenton, then in practice, who per
suaded Dr. Belleville to settle in Trenton and give up
physician of
the army. In 1778 he became a resident
Trenton. He married Ann Brittain, and had two
daughters, —Mary, who married Dr. James Clarkj
and Sarah, who married Andrew Hunter.

ants are still found.
Dr. Coleman received his edu
cation at Trenton.
He was employed for a time in a
drug-store. He studied medicine with Dr. Belleville,
and took a course of three years at the medical school
in Yale College, and graduated in 1829. He began
practice in Philadelphia, but after two years he re
moved to Burlington County, where he practiced for

six years, and then, in 1837, a few years after the
death of Dr. Belleville, he removed to Trenton, where
he spent the remainder of his life. Though a gen
eral practitioner, he was more especially a surgeon.
Dr. Coleman was a practical chemist, with a me
chanical and inventive genius of high order.
He

He was original
in an unusual
degree.
He could write, draw, and paint. He fre
quently gave lectures to the public, and wrote inter
esting and original papers for magazines and news
could construct what he invented.
and courageous, and self-reliant

papers of a scientific character.
Beecher's Magazine,
published in Trenton, contained several
articles from his pen.
We cannot here
enumerate his numerous contributions
to medical
and surgical science and to the general field of natu

formerly
valuable

ral philosophy.
He was president of the New Jersey
Medical Society in 1855, and at different times presi
dent of the Mercer County Medical Society. He was
a Republican in politics ; served in the Board of
Health as president; was a manager of the lunatic
asylum, and was an examining

surgeon for pensions.

He had a large practice. His wife was a daughter
of the Rev. Frederick Beasley, D.D. He died in
187—. Dr. H. W. Coleman, his son, succeeds him
in his practice.
James Clark, M.D., a son of Dr. Israel Clark, of
Clarkesville, who married Mary, daughter of Dr.
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Nicholas Belleville, was a prominent physician prac
ticing in Trenton during all his professional life.
John McKelway, M.D., was a prominent phy
sician of Trenton, giving a long life of medical ser
country.
He
vice to the city and the surrounding
was a strong adherent to the old school of medicine,
a man of great firmness of purpose, and fondness for
his profession.
His practice was large and laborious,
and he died about eight years ago.

Coursen, M.D., was a son of Dr. Coursen, of
New Hope, Pa.
John L. Taylor, M.D., a native of Middletown,
Monmouth Co., N. J. ; educated at Burlington ; grad
uated at the Medical University at New York City ;
settled at Trenton; was first associated with Dr.
James Clark. He acquired a large practice and a
good reputation as a physician.
He died March 2,
1879, leaving a widow and four children, one of whom
is the wife of Gen. Charles Haight, of Freehold.
William W. L. Phillips, M.D. — His paternal
ancestor, Theophilus Phillips, resided at Newtown,
L. I., in 1676, and married Ann, daughter of Ralph
Hunt, one of the patentees of that place, and one of
the purchasers of Middleburg, L. I., from the Indians,
in 1656. The children of Theophilus Phillips were
Theophilus, William, and Philip, of whom William
became a freeman of New York, and the other two
sons settled in Maidenhead, N. J., now Lawrence
township, Mercer Co. Here successive generations
'
One Col.
have resided until the present time, 1882.
Joseph Phillips was in the British colonial service,
and was sent to Fort Pitt after its cession by France
He was appointed major of
to Great Britain in 1759.
the First Battalion in the State of New Jersey, comj
manded by Col. Johnson, and upon the military or
ganization of the State he was appointed colonel of
the First Regiment of Hunterdon County, which was
in the service during the Revolutionary war. He died
and was buried in the village of Maidenhead, leaving
two sons, —Joseph and William.
The former was an
eminent physician in the army, and died about 1845.
Ephraim, grandfather of Dr. Phillips, was a young
man when his father, William, died in the early part
of the Revolutionary war. John, an uncle of Eph
raim, was a graduate of Princeton College prior to
the war, and went to England to receive orders as an
Episcopal minister, but never returned. George Phil
lips, father of Dr. Phillips, was a well-to-do farmer
in Lawrence township, systematic in his business, a
man of good mind, and well read. He died in 1869 in
the sixty-sixth year of his age.

His wife

was Abigail

N. J., who died in 1879,
Ketcham, of Pennington,
aged seventy-two years. Her father, Levi Ketcham,
was a member of the Hunterdon
militia, and was
present at the battles of Trenton and Princeton.
The religious

persuasion

of the Phillips

family

has been Presbyterian, and its members have been
closely identified with the support of that church and
other kindred interests.

The children of George and Abigail Phillips are
Dr. William W. L. Phillips, Ephraim, George, Eu
gene, and Frances

E.

William W. L. Phillips, born in Lawrence town
ship, Feb. 19, 1829, spent his boyhood in the routine
of farm work and attending school. He was prepared
for college in the select classical school of James S.
Green, at Princeton, entered Princeton College so
phomore class in 1845, and was graduated from that
institution with the usual honors in the class of 1848.
He read medicine with Dr. John McKelway, of Tren
ton, N. J., attended lectures at Jefferson Medical
College, in Philadelphia, from which he was grad
Dr. Phillips, imme
uated in the spring of 1851.
diately after his graduation, began the practice of his
profession in Trenton, where he has uninterruptedly
continued since, with the exception of some three
years'
service in the army during the late Rebel
lion.
As a physician and surgeon Dr. Phillips ranks
among the first in the State, and enjoys a large and
lucrative practice and the confidence of a large circle
of the most prominent families of Trenton and vicin
ity. He has been a member of the District Medical
Society for the county of Mercer, in the State of New
Jersey, since he began practice in Trenton, and has
served the society as president.
He has also been the
representative of the society on several occasions to
the State Medical Society, which he has served as
treasurer since 1874.
Dr. Phillips went into the ser
vice Aug. 16, 1861, as surgeon of the First New Jersey
Cavalry Volunteers, and remained with the regiment,
which formed a part of the Army of the Potomac,
until Sept. 20, 1864. During the last two years of this
time he was surgeon-in-chief of the Second Cavalry
Division of the Army of the Potomac.
To write a
sketch of his labors in the field would be to trace the
army to which he belonged through all its hardships,
Upon his return he
marches, battles, and suffering.
was made post-surgeon

and surgeon-in-charge of the
at Trenton.
He was appointed
city physician, and served in that capacity for four
years during the first years of his practice in Tren
ton, for eleven years he has officiated by appointment
draft

rendezvous

as physician

to the New Jersey State prison, aud is in
Dr.
consulting physician of that institution.
Phillips was one of the organizers of the Trenton
Board of Trade, and president of the board in 1880,
president of the board of pension examiners, surgeon
1882

of the Pennsylvania Railroad, and examiner for
several of the leading life insurance companies.
Dr.
Phillips married, December, 1851, Margaret
S.,

daughter of Dr. John McKelway, before mentioned,
who died in April, 1857, leaving one daughter, Isa
bella, wife of Joseph Thompson, a lawyer of Atlantic
City. His present wife, whom he married in June
1865, is Meta R., daughter of Alexander B. McAlpin

of Philadelphia, by whom he has three children
Helen, William, and Alexander McAlpin Phillips.
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MEDICAL PRACTICE AND PHYSICIANS.
Dr. William S. Lalor. —The original ancestor of
the Lalor family in this country was Jeremiah, who
emigrated from Ireland at an early day, and engaged
in mercantile pursuits at New Brunswick, N. J.,
during the greater part of his life, where his remains
are now interred.
His wife was Kitty, daughter of
Barnt De Klyn, of French descent, whose father was
an early settler where the city of Brooklyn now stands,
and after whom that place was named. Barnt De
Klyn was a prominent and influential citizen, and
owned immense tracts of land in New Jersey.
At
his death, about 1825, he willed about three hun
dred acres of land, lying in what is now Hamilton
township, Mercer County, to his grandson, Jeremiah
Lalor. This place is still occupied by the Lalor fam
ily, and is known as the Bow Hill farm. The orig
inal family residence was burned in 1811, and con
tained twenty-three rooms on the first floor. The
present dwelling was finished by Barnt De Klyn in
1815.
The children of Jeremiah and Kitty (De Klyn)
Lalor were Barnt De K. Lalor, Eliza (who married
John Smith), Maria (who became the wife of John
Voorhees), Julia (who married Judge Archibald Ran
dall, of Philadelphia) , Anderson, and Jeremiah. After
the death of her husband, Mrs. Kitty D. Lalor married
Gen.

John

Beatty, a prominent physician

and citizen

of Trenton, and the first presidentof the Trenton Bank.
Jeremiah Lalor (2d) was born Sept. 26, 1800, and
died Nov. 20, 1865.
During the early years of his
business life he engaged in mercantile pursuits in
New York City. In 1825 the Bow Hill property,
near Trenton, was willed to him by his grandfather,
and in 1829 he took up his residence thereon, and
passed the remainder of his days in farming.
He was
a live, enterprising man, active in the Democratic
ranks, and at the time of his demise owned about
seven hundred acres of land.
He married Elizabeth
Tilton, daughter of John Smith, a prominent miller of
Hightstown, N. J., a sister of R. Moore Smith, for seven
teen years treasurer of the State of New Jersey, and
had nine children who grew to years of maturity,
namely, John Beatty, died Aug. 22, 1881 ; Julia R.,
wife of Andrew Barricklo, of Jersey City ; Mary S.,
wife of Dr. Symmes H. Bergen, of Toledo, Ohio ; Lizzie
S. ; Carrie V. ; De Klyn, who, as first lieutenant of
Company E, Fifth New Jersey Volunteers, lost his
life at the battle of Williamsburg, Va., during the
late war ; Kate B., wife of Henry T. Cook, of Tren
ton ; William S. ; and Frank Howard Lalor, of the
Mrs. Jere
drug firm of Lalor & Marigold, Trenton.
miah Lalor died May 29, 1875.
William S. Lalor was born at the family seat in
Hamilton township, on April 16, 1 848.
He received a
thorough English education in his younger days, and
was fitted for admission to the College of New Jersey,
Princeton, at the Lawrenceville Classical and Com
mercial High School, and by Tutor Mudge, of Prince
ton. He entered college in 1866, and was graduated
Immediately after
in regular course in June, 1869.
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leaving college he entered upon the study of medicine
under Dr. John Woolverton, of Trenton, and in Oc
tober, 1869, matriculated in the Medical Department

of the University of Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia,
receiving the degree of Doctor of Medicine from that
institution in March, 1872.
Dr. Lalor at once en
tered upon the practice of his profession in Trenton,
and has attained to a prominent place among his fel
lows, and is in the enjoyment of an extended and re
Though young in years, he has
munerative practice.
held a number of prominent professional and civic

He is a member of the State Medical So
ciety, served as president of the County Medical So
ciety in 1882, and as president of the City Medical
Society in 1880. He has been city physician of Tren

positions.

ton for four years, was a member of the board of
school trustees three years, of the board of health
seven years, and was superintendent of public instruc
tion in 1876 and 1877.

Dr. Lalor married, in 1873, Annie E., daughter of
the late Henry Grambo, of Philadelphia, and had two
Their mother died in March,
children, both deceased.
1877.
Dr. Lalor's present wife is Emilie V., daughter
of the late Charles W. Mixsell, of Easton, Pa., whom
he married Oct. 5, 1880.

Mercer County Medical Society. — This society
was formed under the New Jersey State Medical So
It holds monthly meetings,
ciety in the year 1848.
and cannot be otherwise than subservient to the in
terest of the profession, and especially beneficial to the
members who attend and bear their part in the exer
It can hardly be expected that
cises of the society.

all the physicians in the county should attend such
frequent meetings, all of which are fixed to be held at
Trenton.
the meetings were much less frequent,

If

places, and the whole profession of
the county were to take an interest in them, the bene
fits would be too obvious to neglect.
A roll of the present membership (1882), furnished
Clark,the secretary, is as follows:
by Dr. W. A.
Resident in Trenton. — Drs. John Woolverton,
W.
and in different

W. L. Phillips, R. R. Rogers, Cornelius Shepherd,
David Warman, I. L. Bodine, H. W. Coleman, Wil
liam Green, J. I. B. Ribble, William Elmer, Lyman
Leavitt, Theodore H. McKenzie, William S. Lalor,
Charles H. Dunham, Charles P. Britton, H. Schafer,
Charles L. Pierson, H. D. Brock, William Rice, Wil
liam A. Newell, Jr., William A. Clark, William B.
Van Duyn, J. W. Barton, Abner Woodward, H. M.
Weeks.

Princeton. — Drs. O. H. Bartine,
Asylum. — Drs. John W. Ward,
Chambersburg.

J. H. Wikoff.
John Kirby.

— Drs. Elmer Barwis, Edward Skel-

linger.
Lawrenceville. — Dr. Edmund DeWitt.
Titusville.— -Dr. H. A. P. Neel.

Hopewell. — Dr. Robert M. Rankin.
Yardville. —Dr. Robert C. Hutchinson.
Pennington. —Drs. Smith Lewis, Edgar Hart.
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Birmingham. — Dr. Adonis Nelson.
Hightstown. — Drs. George E. Titus, Lloyd Wilbur.
Windsor. — Dr. George H. Franklin.

—Dr. L. D. Tompkins.
—President, Dr. Thomas

Harlingen.
Officers.

H. McKenzie

Dr. H. A. P. Neel; Treasurer,
Vice-President,
Cornelius Shepherd ; Secretary and Reporter,

;

Dr.
Dr.

William A. Clark.

Homoeopathic School. — There is no Mercer County
Association known to the public of this class of prac
titioners, though there is one of the State. There are,
perhaps, not more than half a dozen of homoeopathic

in this county, nearly all residing in
among them Dr. Boardman, Dr. Worthing

practitioners

carved out of ivory, involving great labor and ex
pense. The later improvements made in this direc
tion and their introduction
into general use have
added largely to both the attractions and difficulties
of the profession, and drawn to it many possessed of
superior mechanical skill.
Formerly the plates were
made of gold and silver, on which the teeth were set,
necessarily making them heavy and costly, whereas
plates are now made of not only gold and silver, but

of platinum, rubber, and celluloid. Rubber plates
were not introduced until about 1854, and celluloid
The filling of artificial teeth is
much more recently.
also a leading branch of the science, requiring both

ton, Dr. Cooper, Dr. Williams.
Homoeopathy was introduced

skill, judgment, and delicacy when properly done.
The city of Trenton has a number of representative
dentists who attend assiduously to their profession,

N.

and reflect credit upon it.

Trenton,

into Mercer County,
by Joseph C. Boardman, M.D., who settled in
Trenton in April, 1845, since which time its advance
ment has been steady throughout the county.

J.,

The following is a list of homoeopathic physicians
with their locations :
Drs. Joseph C. Boardman, C. B. Compton, W. G.
McCullough, Isaac Cooper, C. W. Gerry, A. H.
Worthington, Trenton.
Dr. Charles H. Rau practiced in Trenton for a con
siderable time, and is now a professor in a college in
Philadelphia.
Dr. William A. Bevin, after practicing in Trenton
for a time, removed to Boston, and Dr. P. E. Vastine
and Dr. Ross M. Wilkinson practiced and died in
Trenton.

Dr. Joseph J. Currie and Dr. Joseph P. Johnson,
of Hightstown.
Dr. J. A. Miller, of Hopewell.
Dr. D. W. Sexton, of Princeton.
Dentistry.— Probably no profession in
the world
has made such rapid strides during the last quar
ter of a century as that of dentistry.
Prior to that
period the study and care of the teeth was lim
ited to those who made the study of anatomy and
physiology a specialty, and to the members of the

medical profession, very mueh as blood-letting and
tooth-drawing were once included among the func
tions of a barber.
Many persons are still living
who distinctly remember when the scalpel and for
ceps were as necessary instruments in a barber-shop
as the shears or razor.
The first dental college in the

world was established in Baltimore in 1839. Since
that time the science of dentistry has developed until
it now ranks among the most useful and artistic of
the professions, and includes among its representa
tives men of education and culture.
The most rapid
improvement has been made in operative dentistry,
in which there has been almost an entire revolution.
The early practice advocated smooth-pointed in
struments for use in filling and non-cohesive gold,
whereas serrated instruments and cohesive gold are
now recognized as the best.
Formerly artificial teeth
were in use as early as Washington's

time, and were

Dr. James M. Davis, dentist, of Trenton, N. J.,
was born in Shawangunk, now Ulster County, N. Y.,
Aug. 6, 1818.
His paternal ancestors were cotemporary settlers there from Holland with the Bruyns,
Hasbroucks, Burvees, Du Boises, etc., and the prop
upon which the progenitor of
erty in Shawangunk
the family first settled remained in the family until
1865, a period of over two hundred years.
His pa

ternal grandfather, John, with a brother Jacob, served
in the Revolutionary war, and were captured by the
British at Fort Washington.
They, however, made
their escape, the former returning home, the latter

,,
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young.

By a second marriage he reared a large
family of children.
Dr. James M. Davis, after his mother's death, re
sided with his grandfather Smith until eighteen years
of age, receiving only the ordinary opportunities for
an education from books. At that age he embarked
Nautilus,"
on the trading-ship "
pjying between Bos

ton and the Southern Seas, and during the forty -two
months he was absent visited several South American
countries and the largest and most important islands

in the Southern

Seas.

Returning to Trenton in

1842,

he studied dentistry with Dr. Matthew Foster for one
year, and also pursued his surgical studies which he
¦ had begun. He began practice in Washington, D. O,

In
where, however, he remained only a few months.
the spring of 1845 he permanently settled in Trenton,
where he has practiced dentistry and surgery since, a
period of thirty-seven years.
Dr. Davis manufactured gold and silver plates until

into his practice the rubber
many years he manufactured his own
teeth from porcelain, as at that time there were no
manufactories for that purpose in the country.
In
1864, when he introduced

plate.

For

1847 he purchased from Dr. Morton, of Boston, the
right to use Letheon in dental operations, and was the
first man to use it in the State, which he has success
fully used throughout his entire practice. For many
years he kept several assistants, on account of his
large business, over all of which he always had

special supervision.

Dr. Davis early in his practice was ingenious and
skillful in the manufacture of gold and silver plates
and teeth, and his mechanical operations during the
rapid progress in the profession have kept pace with
modern developments.
Since his residence in Tren
ton he has been a member of the St. Michael's Epis

Valley, West Va. ; and Marvina James, wife of Henry
D. Scudder, a civil engineer of Trenton.
Dr. Charles Dippolt, dentist in Trenton, N. J.,
son of Charles and Sarah S. Dippolt, was born in
Trenton, June 3, 1833. His ancestors were of Holland
origin, and among the early settlers here from that
country.
He obtained his early education in the
private and public schools of his native city, and in
1851 began the study of dentistry, which he faithfully
prosecuted in Trenton for two years. He completed.
his studies with Dr. William R. Hall, one of the most
eminent dentists in his day, then of Philadelphia,
and at once began the practice of his profession in
Trenton, where he has continued
twenty-eight years.

Dr. Dippolt is thoroughly educated in all branches
of his profession. For several years he manufactured
all the mineral teeth in his practice from the material
in its crude state. He also prepared his metallic
plates, refining and alloying his gold and silver in
his own laboratory. During the past few years he in
He is recognized
serts many teeth on vulcanite base.
as one of the most skillful and successful practitioners
in the State, and does a large business. He has con
fined himself closely to his profession, keeping pace
and
with the changes and improvements made in
constantly

Their children

are Frances, wife of Dr.

and acquiring

Mary B., youngest daughter of
His present wife
the late Benjamin M. Clark, of Cranbury, N. J., by
whom he has an only child, Mary Florence Dippolt.

and for a quarter of a century was
of the church. Outside of his pro
fessional duties he has been considerably engaged in

Trenton.

to his knowledge

State Society and obtained an effective law from the
State Legislature to regulate the study and practice
of dentistry in the State. His first wife was Henri
etta Post, who died about one year after her marriage.

copal Church,
warden

the city.
He married, May 11, 1843, Elizabeth H.,
daughter of Samuel Kallam and Margaret Miller, of

adding

skill by his extended practice. For twenty years past
he has been assisted by Dr. Harry D. Guion, a gen
tleman of good mechanical skill.
Recognizing the
rapid progress in operative dentistry, he has not only
kept well read in all that pertains to the profession,
but became one of the founders and an active mem
ber of the New Jersey State Dental Society, was
member of its examining board for two years, for
two years one of its executive committee, and for one
year vice-president of the society. With two other
dentists Dr. Dippolt was made a committee by the

senior

real estate operations, and with other property owns
a fine residence, where he resides, on Greenwood
Avenue, in Trenton, which with its well laid out
grounds makes one of the most desirable residences in

since, a period of

a

property and there spent his life, a
farmer, dying in 1863, at the age of about seventy
years. His first wife, Parmelia Smith, died in 1822,
aged twenty-two years, leaving three children, — Jo
seph, a resident of Cortland County, N. Y., Dr. James
M., subject of this sketch, and Francis, who died
the homestead

J. L. Bodine, of Trenton ; Margaret Kallam, died at
the age of seventeen ; Theodosia, died at the age of
nineteen ; Ilicia W., is the wife of Rev. John S. Gib
son, an Episcopalian clergyman, of the Shenandoah

it,

The Davises were among the founders of the old
Dutch Church at Shawangunk, where several genera
tions since have attended divine worship and been
supporters of the church of their forefathers. James,
son of John, and father of Dr. Davis, succeeded to
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is

settling at Rhinebeck, N. Y., where he became an in
fluential and wealthy citizen.

PERIOD.

CHAPTER LX.
THE REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD— BATTLES

OF

TREN

TON AND PRINCETON.

When

the dark war-cloud of the Revolution gath
ered over the country, New Jersey was central among

the original thirteen colonies, and in this colony the
four counties — Burlington and Hunterdon, Somerset
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ference and co-operation, and hence the inhabitants
of Hunterdon, at their public patriotic meeting held
at Ringoes on the 8th of July, 1774, having appointed
a committee to meet a committee of the several coun
ties for the appointment of delegates to the General
Congress, adopted this minute following their resolu
tion, viz. :

quartered upon the town.
But there were others, viz. William Churchill
Houston, professor in the college
Enos Kelsey,
merchant and a graduate of Nassau Hall Jonathan
Baldwin, also graduate of the college, and residing
at Prospect
Jonathan Sergeant, the treasurer of the
;

" As we apprehend
New Brunswick is not so convenientto the mem
bers of tbe lower countieB,and that all tbe countieswill hardly have
sufficient time to appoint their committeesby the 21stof July, with
submission,we would proposePrinceton, as mostcentral,to be the place,
and Thursday, the 11th of August, the time of meeting of the several
committees."

a

walk from where the counties of Burlington and
Hunterdon join, thus bringing these four counties to
gether at Princeton as a focal point for mutual con

on a committee to prepare a draught of an address
in reply to the opening speech of Governor Franklin.
He too signed the Declaration of Independence as a
member of Congress.
Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant, a young lawyer, a
graduate of the college, and a son of its treasurer, was
in full sympathy with the cause of independence, and
devoted himself to
acting as secretary to the first
public convention of delegates at New Brunswick, in
1774, and as secretary and treasurer of the Provincial
Congress at its first session. He served as member
of the Continental Congress at different times, and
also as
member of the Provincial Congress which
framed the Constitution
of the State, and of the
Committee of Safety.
The three distinguished citizens of Princeton took
their lives in their hands when they thus took up
the cause of independence,
and in doing so they
subjected themselves and the community in which
they lived to the special hatred of the enemy, and
they suffered the consequences by having their homes
pillaged or burned by the Hessian soldiers when

;

disputed province lines of East and West Jersey, and
on the line which divides the counties from Somerset
and Middlesex, and only distant a thirty minutes'

previously, and had discussed American politics with
some of the honorable members of Parliament. Mr.
Stockton, as a member of his Majesty's Council, was

;

it naturally draws to it the prominent men who
reside within the circle of its more direct home in
fluence.
This college town was situated not only on the
king's highway across the colony, but between the two

tion

lawyer, a man of
wealth and education, an associate justice of the Su
preme Court of the colony, a graduate of the college,
a warm personal friend of Dr. Witherspoon, was
known in England, where he had visited a few years

:

directly on this route. Knowledge is power always
and everywhere.
The seat of a college is a centre of
influence, and in times of public distress and agita

of Independence.
Richard Stockton, a distinguished

Declaration

it,

territory through
which hostile armies in time of war would be most
likely to march and supply themselves by pillage
and plunder.
The great thoroughfare through this
central portion of New Jersey passes through Prince
ton and Trenton.
The College of New Jersey, which
then had been established for about a quarter of a cen
tury, with some reputation at home and abroad, and
whose alumni constituted the leading public men of
this and other colonies, with a president recently from
Scotland and well known to the British crown as a
" patriot" and a " Son of Liberty," was at
Princeton,
that old-settled and well-cultivated

the attention of the American colonies to the author
as an eloquent and courageous leader of the patriots
in council.
As a member of Congress he signed the

a

and Middlesex— out of which Mercer has since been
formed constituted a prominent and central portion of

a
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mittee of Correspondence for Somerset County.
The
sermon he preached at Princeton on fast-day in May,
1776, "On the Dominion of Providence over the Pas
Men,"
sions of
in which he discussed with boldness
the political questions of the country, printed and
dedicated to John Hancock of Massachusetts, drew

There were still others who became afterwards dis
tinguished for their services in the cause of
the Revo

lution, such as Gen. John Beatty and Col. Erkuries
Beatty, Maj. Robert Stockton, Capt. John Johnson,
Col. William Scudder, Maj. Stephen Morford, Drs.

Benjamin

and Ebenezer Stockton, and the young
Witherspoons, Capt. James Moore, Capt. Longstreet,
Capt. Andrew McMakin, Capt. James
Hamilton, and
others.

With such men as these all living in Princeton,
was not strange that prominent citizens of the nearer
townships in the adjoining counties should
confer
with the patriots of Princeton on the war question
and we find such men as Frederick Frelinghuysen

it

independence, and his name was known and re
spected in Europe as well as in America.
He was
looked up to as a leader, and was sent to the Provin
cial and to the Continental Congress to carry out. the
views he had expressed when a member of the Com

college; and Jonathan Deare, an English gentleman,
lawyer by profession, who came to Princeton, all
of whom were members of the Provincial Congress,
and some of them members of the Committee and
Council of Safety.

a

Princeton was not only a central and convenient
place for conference, but there was resident
there a
cluster of eminent men, whose influence was felt all
through the war in the councils of the patriots,
they
having espoused the cause of liberty and independ
ence. The names of these men soon became blazoned
before the country.
Dr. John Witherspoon was outspoken in favor of

THE REVOLUTIONARY
and William Paterson, graduates of Nassau Hall, and
Hendrick Fisher, all of Somerset County, and John
Hart, of Hopewell, who was a member of the early
conventions and Congresses, a signer of the Declara
tion, a member of the Committee of Safety, and
Speaker of the first Legislative Assembly under the
State Constitution,
and Samuel Tucker, of Trenton,
who became president of the first Provincial Con
gress, both of Hunterdon County, besides other gen
tlemen from Trenton, and from Burlington and Mid
dlesex

Counties,

cherishing

intimate

relations,

and

holding frequent consultations with the men of
Princeton, both before and after hostilities had actu
ally commenced.
Bancroft says that " Princeton and Perth Amboy
advised a Provincial Congress, to which Morris
delegates."
And when
County promptly appointed
Congress
such
was called, in May, 1775, at Trenton,
it contained about eighty-seven members, five of
whom were residents of Princeton, with Frelinghuy
sen, Paterson, and Fisher from other townships of
Somerset, and John Hart and Samuel Tucker from
Hopewell and Trenton, and six of these being gradu-,
ates of Princeton College..
Tliere were at least seven
members from what is now Mercer County.
The original Committee of Safety comprised

at
least four members from what is now Mercer County,
namely, Samuel Tucker, John Hart, Jonathan D.
Sergeant, and Enos Kelsey.

The students of the college at and for several years
before the commencement of the war were alive with
patriotism.
From 1770 to 1774, when James Madison,
Frederick Frelinghuysen, Dr. Charles C. Beatty, Dr.
McKnight, Hugh Brackenridge,

Philip Frenau were
students, there were several patriotic demonstrations
among the college boys against foreign importation
and against the use of tea, in which they appeared in
American cloth, and burned tea in the campus, amid
the ringing of the college-bell.
There was a large Quaker population in and around
Princeton and Trenton, which were opposed to all
war, but which

nevertheless sympathized

with

the

liberty party ; and although this class-of citizens did
not join with those who pledged their lives and for
tunes to the cause of independence, they found when
the enemy quartered upon them that their property
was no more exempt from pillage and seizure by the
Hessians than that of the fighting patriots.
This county is proud to know that among her sons
in the Revolution there were three who signed the
Declaration of Independence, namely, Rev. Dr. John
Witherspoon and Richard Stockton, of Princeton, and
John Hart, of Hopewell, three out of. the five mem
bers.
¦

The Committee qf Safety held their first meeting in
Princeton, where their sessions were continued during
August and September, 1775, and after that time their
meetings were held in Trenton, Princeton, and other
places in the State; and the Council of Safety held

PERIOD.
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frequent

meetings in Princeton and Trenton, more
frequently in Princeton than any other place in the
State.
A State Constitution was adopted by the Provincial
Assembly held at Burlington, July 2, 1876, which con
The first Legislature, under
tinued in force till 1844.
the Constitution assembled at Princeton on the 27th
day of August, 1776, and organized a State govern
ment in the college library, and then proceeded to
elect a Governor.
Two distinguished citizens were
nominated, Richard Stockton and Gen. William Liv
ingston, both eminent lawyers and Christian states
men. There was a tie on the first ballot;* but Gen.

Livingston was finally elected. He delivered his first
gubernatorial message to the Legislature, jit, Princeton,
Sept. 30, 1776. Among the early acts of the* new Leg
Seal" of the
islature was the adoption of the "Great
adopted
Oct. 3, 1776,
State. That seal, which was

more than a century ago, is still used without change.
None of the seals of the several States antedates this
one, nor, of course, does the seal of the United States.
The Governor had his rooms at what is now the Nas
sau Hotel, and the large room up-stairs in that hotel
was where his Court of Chancery was held.
Thus was
Princeton, the seat of the State government at the be
ginning of the war, a political centre which had much
to do with shaping the political status of the State
under the Constitution, and was prominent in the
incipient stages of the Revolution.
But the Legislature and the Governor were com
pelled by the invasion of the State to flee, from
Princeton to Trenton, and thence to several other
places in the State, until after the battle of Prince
ton, when they returned and resumed their sessions
there.

The Provincial Congress had taken measures to
organize the militia, and regiments were raised to
increase the army of Gen. Washington, the comman

der-in-chief of the American forces. In the enroll
ment of volunteers from the several counties of Bur
lington, Hunterdon, Somerset, and Middlesex will be
found the names of those who entered the service
from the parts of those counties which have since
been formed into Mercer County.
The several bar
racks in the State were ordered to be put in good
and Alexander Chambers and William
condition,
Tucker, of Trenton, were appointed barrack-masters
for the barracks in Trenton.
While New Jersey, the first organized State in the
Union, was developing and rejoicing in the spirit of
independence, having actually set herself up as an
independent State with a free Constitution,
Gen.
Washington, by the 18th of November, 1776, with his
inadequate and untrained troops, had been defeated in
all his conflicts with the enemy at Brooklyn Heights,

NewYork City, White Plains,

and Fort Washington,
in New York, and at Fort Lee, in New Jersey, and
was compelled
Passaic,

to retreat across the Hackensack, the
and the towns of

and the Raritan Rivers,
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Newark, Elizabethtown, and New Brunswick fell into
the hands of the victorious army.
Gen. Washington,
with his dismayed and shattered army, now reduced
to about three thousand men, hurried on to Princeton,
reaching there on Sunday night, Dec. 1, 1776.
Gen. Washington and his army remained in Prince
ton for about a week. The British forces under Corn
waUis halted at New Brunswick by direction of Gen.
Dr. With
Howe, very fortunately for Washington.
erspoon had disbanded the college students in a
patriotic but solemn speech two days before Wash
ington arrived at Princeton, but many of the students
for want of conveyances to carry their trunks and
things away had to abandon them to the soldiers of
the enemy when they came suddenly upon the town.
CornwaUis afterwards had orders to advance from
New Brunswick upon Princeton, and he reached the
place just as Washington

had left it. The gloom now
thickens over Princeton and all along the route.
The
public pulse began to beat feebly for the cause of lib
erty. Many of the people, in anticipation
of the
approach of the conquering army, were panic-stricken,
and accepted the terms of pardon offered by Lord
Howe, and gladly would have remained subjects of
the British crown.
It was said that two thousand
seven hundred and three Jerseymen had availed
themselves of the proclamation

of the Howe brothers,
and subscribed a declaration of fidelity to the king of
Great Britain. Among these was Samuel Tucker, of
Trenton, who had been president of the Provincial
Congress of the colony.
Gen. Washington had left Gen. Stirling with twelve

men at Princeton to check the advance of
might have time to
CornwaUis, that Washington
retreat beyond the Delaware, and there fortify his
army. But the approach of CornwaUis with his large
hundred

and veteran army almost as soon as Washington had
departed from the place rendered Stirling's presence
of no account, and he followed Washington closely
to the Delaware. CornwaUis took possession of Prince
ton on or about the 7th of December, 1776, occupying
the college and the Presbyterian Church for barracks,
and leaving a large force there he moved on in pur

of Washington with a portion of his troops,
reaching Trenton just as Washington had effected a
crossing of the Delaware and secured .all the boats on
the river to prevent the enemy from crossing after
him.
suit

From this time till the 3d of January, 1777, a large
force of the British army was quartered upon Prince
ton, destroying property, pillaging farms in the neigh
borhood and through the townships of Maidenhead,

Hopewell, Windsor, and Montgomery.
The houses
of the three signers of the Declaration were pillaged.
Richard Stockton was betrayed and captured in Mon

mouth County and imprisoned, while his beautiful
home in Princeton was plundered by the Hessians.
Dr. Witherspoon's house was also pillaged, but he was
away.
John Hart's house and farm were pillaged

while he was recruiting soldiers in his township.
During the month of December the Hessian soldiers
quartered at Princeton and Trenton and cantoned
throughout the townships of Hopewell, Nottingham,
Maidenhead, and Windsor ran over all the territory
now Mercer

County,

and maintained

themselves by

plundering the farms and homes of the citizens of their
stock and furniture. Many families from Princeton
and Trenton, among them the family of the Rev. Dr.
Elihu Spencer, of Trenton, for whose head a price
had been offered, and Dr. Witherspoon, from Prince
ton, made their escape with the American army to
the other side of the Delaware.
Mrs. Lydia Biddle,
of Carlisle, Pa., who was the youngest daughter of
Dr. Spencer, many years after the war described the
" To my
scenes at the ferries above Trenton thus :
youthful imagination they called up the day of judg
ment, so many frightened people were assembled, with
sick and wounded soldiers, all flying for their lives,
and with hardly any means of crossing the river.
We were unspeakably delighted when we got over
safely and into a little hut, where we spent the night
.with a company of American soldiers on their way
to join Gen. Washington. We stayed at McKonkey's
Ferry for two or three weeks, until Gen. Mercer sent
my father word that he was not safe there. This was
Sunday before the battle of Trenton. Mrs. J. D.
Sergeant had not left her father, as her husband was
still in Congress, sitting then in Baltimore.
Mean
time his new house in Princeton had been burned by

smallpox."1

the enemy, and his father had died of
CornwaUis, not being able to cross the Delaware,
left a large detachment of soldiers at Trenton and
also at Princeton,

and returned to New Brunswick,
where his stores and the best portion of his army
were quartered.

Thus was the whole State of New Jersey subjugated
by the enemy. So triumphant was the success of the
British forces thrown upon the country by the British

York only a few months before that Gen.
Howe received the congratulations of his government
at home and was about to return to England, think
ing the rebellion broken and the Continental army
scattered to the winds.
But Washington had not lost confidence in the
fleet at New

cause in which he had enlisted.
Though he had
thus far unsuccessful in battle, he was success
ful in retreat, and in the great emergency he devel
oped those elements of extraordinary character which
been

him to be the right man for the position he
held through the war. While encamped on the other
side of the Delaware his army was increased by the
arrival of Gen. Lee's corps under Gen. Sullivan, and
by four regiments under Gen. Gates from Ticonderoga.
Gen. Stirling, with his twelve hundred men from
Princeton, rejoined him, and he received large acces
proved

sions of militia from New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and
iLife of Samuel Miller, D.D., vol. i. p. 147.
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cautiously disclosed to

panied

his officers his purpose to recross the Delaware and

guide.

capture the Hessian army at Trenton, and rout and
break up the British cantonments stretched out in front
of the river some miles apart before the enemy could

Trenton by CornwaUis consisted of three Hessian
regiments of Landspach,
Kniphausen, and Rahl,

consolidate.

Understanding the convivial habits of
the German soldiers, and that they would likely keep
Christmas with a carousal, which would unfit them

amounting to about one thousand five hundred men,
and a troop of British light-horse.
Col. Rahl, who
had command of the Hessians, had his headquarters

for the best service on the following morning, he fixed
upon Christmas night, the 25th of December, 1776,
for recrossing the river and marching down to Tren
ton early the next morning.
Some of his officers
opposed the plan as being unfeasible on account of

at the house of Stacy Potts, on the west side of Warren,
opposite Perry Street.

Delaware.

the turbulent state of the river.
Gen. Ewing was to
cross with his troops just below Trenton, and Gen.
Cadwallader with his at Burlington, the former to
prevent the flight of the enemy down the river, and
the latter to capture Burlington.

The Battle of Trenton.— The scene of that Christ
mas night, when Washington, with twenty-four hun
dred men, besides horses and twenty pieces of artillery,
embarked in small boats and crossed the swollen river
filled with floating ice, the hazardous feat occupying

the whole night in its accomplishment, is a familiar
one, having been often described and also painted
with consummate art by the great painter. McKonkey's Ferry, where the crossing was effected, about
nine miles above Trenton, is now known as Washing
ton's Crossing.
The night was dark and a snow-storm
had set in. It was four o'clock in the morning before

the whole army stood on Jersey soil in old Hopewell
township.1
There were two roads leading from that
point to Trenton, one known as the River road, and
the other by Bear Tavern, intersecting the old Scotch
road and the Pennington road, a mile or two back
from the river, and entered Trenton at the head of

Warren Street, then called King Street. When the
order was.given, " On to Trenton !" Gen. Sullivan led
one column down the River road, and Gen. Washing
ton and Gen. Greene led the other column down the
other road. There was but little difference in their
distance. Gen. Washington had desired to have twelve
men dressed in farmer's habits, mounted on horse
back without arms, to ride before the army to recon
noitre and learn what they could of the outguards of
the British army.
There were but three who would

Washington,

with David Lanning for their
'

The British force which had been detached at

The two columns, marching with quick step over
the ground covered with snow and sleet, reached the
city at the same time. Gen. Washington said that
his division arrived at the post of the advanced guard
at exactly eight o'clock, and in three minutes he found
from the firing at the guard at Rutherford's
and
Gen. Dickinson's places that Gen. Sullivan had also
the city. The outguards made but small
opposition, but behaved well, keeping up a constant
retreating fire from behind houses. But they were
all driven into town. At the head of King Street,
now Warren, Capt. Forrest opened a six-gun battery,
reached

the immediate orders of Gen. Washington,
which commanded the street. Capt. William Wash
ington and Lieut. James Monroe (afterwards Presi
dent of the United States), perceiving that the enemy
were forming a battery in King Street, rushed upon
under

them with the advance-guard, drove the artillerists
from their guns, and took from them two pieces which
'
they were in the act of firing.
These officers were
both wounded in this successful assault. A part of
this division marched down Queen Street, now Greene
Street, and filed off to cut off the retreat of the enemy
towards Princeton.
Gen. Sullivan pushed back the ad
vance-guard in a running fire with light arms through
Second (now State) Street beyond the Presbyterian

The two divisions of the American army
converging and hemming in the enemy, though the
latter attempted to make a stand and fight on a field
near the Assanpink, they laid down their arms and
surrendered.
The light-horse troops and four or five
hundred Hessians had crossed the Assanpink Creek
and escaped towards Bordentown at the beginning of
the fight, and a few of the other soldiers escaped
Church.

towards Princeton.
made prisoners.

All

the rest of the enemy were

volunteer

for this service, viz. : David Lanning, of
Trenton, and John Muirheid and John Guild, of
Hopewell. There were others who served as guides

The number of prisoners taken by Washington was
twenty-three officers and eight hundred and eightysix privates ; others were found concealed in houses,

and marched with the army, viz. : Col. Joseph Phil
Capt. Philip Phillips, Adjt. Philip Phillips,

making the whole

lips,

about one thousand.
Six fieldpieces and a thousand stand of arms were the trophies
of the victory.
Col. Rahl, the Hessian commander,

of Maidenhead, Joseph Inslee, Edward Burroughs,
Stephen Burroughs, Ephraim Woolsey, and Henry
of Hopewell, and Capt. John Mott,
Simmonds,

and a gallant officer, fell mortally wounded.
Six
other officers and between twenty and thirty men were

Amos Scudder, and William
Gens. Greene, Stirling, Mercer,

killed.
The American loss was two privates killed and two

Green, of Trenton.
and Stevens accom-

1 The most active men who assistedin ferrying the troops'across the
river were Uriah Slack, William Green, and David Lanning.

others frozen to death, and, as before stated, Capt.
William Washington
and Lieut.
Monroe
were
wounded.
It is not known who killed Col. Rahl, as
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he was found on the battle-field by Gen. Washington,
mortally wounded, pale, and covered with blood,
having been shot from his horse. He presented his
sword to Gen. Washington, who caused him to be
taken to his headquarters (Stacy Potts'), where he died

of his wounds.
Gen. Ewing, who was to have crossed the river just
below Trenton, and Gen. Cadwallader, who- was to
have crossed at Burlington, were neither able to do
so on account of the ice in the stream and along the
banks, and as a consequence the British soldiers at
Burlington, Mount Holly, Black Horse, and Borden
town were not captured.
In consequence of the miscarriage of this part of
the plan, Gen. Washington deemed it unsafe to remain

in Trenton, with cantonments of Hessians below him
and at Princeton, where there had been left by Corn
waUis about three thousand choice troops, and the
same at New Brunswick. He therefore determined
to take his prisoners and guns with his army and re-

on the same day of the battle to
his camp in Pennsylvania; and this was done.
This skillful and bold piece of military strategy by
inspired hope and courage among the
Washington
patriots, as also in the American army.
nothing
else had been gained but a victory, this was of great
cross the Delaware

If

'

advantage in its effect upon our soldiers, who had be
fore this met with nothing but defeat after defeat.
It had the effect of breaking up the several cantonments of the enemy along the Delaware.
Count Do
nop abandoned his stores and his sick and wounded
at Bordentown, and marched with his brigade of Hes
sian grenadiers, on hearing of the death of Rahl and
the capture of Trenton, by way of Crosswicks to
Princeton, where he threw up arrow-headed earth
works.

It was a surprise to Sir William Howe, who was in
New York, and who immediately upon hearing of the
Christmas visit to Trenton by Washington ordered
CornwaUis to resume command of the Jerseys, which
order he obeyed, taking with him an additional force
from New Brunswick and hastened to Princeton, not
knowing perhaps that Washington had recrossed with

his prisoners to Pennsylvania.
This battle of Trenton makes the first bright page
in the history of the war. Though the enemy were
captured by surprise and before they could form in
battle array, at an early hour of the day next after a
Christmas

festival, there was so much virtue

in the

skill and daring, in the self-sacrifice and the military
tactics of Washington and his troops displayed in
the plan and execution of this feat, that it is justly
entitled to be named among the great achievements
and to be inscribed upon his monu

of Washington,
ment as such.

During the week between Christmas and New Year,
Washington had been refreshing and increasing his
forces, and he succeeded in getting some of his sol
diers whose term of enlistment had expired to remain

with the army six weeks longer while he would again
lead them into New Jersey. Gen. Washington and
Gen. Stark both pledged their private funds, and
Robert Morris borrowed on New Year morning of
his own friends in Philadelphia on his own credit
fifty thousand dollars to pay the soldiers and buy
clothing for them.
Washington now set out to " pursue the enemy and
quarters,"
as he wrote to Con
try to break up their
gress.
He felt that to remain idle where he then was
would betray his weakness, and yet to go again into

New Jersey where the enemy was in full force was
full of peril. He knew there were at least seven
thousand veteran troops with heavy artillery march
ing against him from Princeton. He crossed over the
Delaware into New Jersey the second time on the
30th and 31st of December, 1776, with all his forces,
and concentrated them at Trenton. His whole army
on the 1st of January, 1777, numbered five thousand
men, but more than half were private citizens, unused
to military drill, fresh from their warm homes, and
tender to the cold.

Assanpink.— Lord CornwaUis,
The Battle of the
on the 2d of January, 1777, leaving three regiments
and a company of cavalry at Princeton, led the
flower of the British army from Princeton to attack
Washington at Trenton.
He led them in one column
through Maidenhead, and left at that village a brigade
under Gen. Leslie. The roads were soft, the weather
was mild.
Gen. Washington had learned the day
before through some British dragoons which had
been captured in a house near Princeton by some
dashing horsemen from Trenton that CornwaUis was
moving against him in force, and he sent Gen. Hand
and Gen. Greene, to harass and check the enemy in
their approach to Trenton, so as to avoid a general

if possible on that day. They hindered the
enemy by skirmishes so that they did not reach Tren
ton till four o'clock p.m., and then Gen. Washington
conducted the retreat of his army through the town
aud passed the bridge over the Assanpink Creek,
battle

where the main body of his army were well arrayed
and defended by batteries.
The enemy attempted to
force their passage across the bridge, but they were
repulsed.
The fighting was across the stream. The

Americans were on the high ground on the south side,
and the fort and bridges were well guarded with
artillery. Every attempt of the enemy to cross the
stream was repelled, and a brisk firing was kept up
by both sides till nightfall made a cessation necessary.
then withdrew to the high ground near
the Princeton road for a night's rest, and sent word
to Maidenhead and Princeton that the fight was post
poned till morning, but he kept a
strong picket along
the creek to watch the Americans, expecting in the
morning to capture Washington and his army, or, as
it is said he expressed
"to bag the fox in the
morning,"
and thus redeem the character of the
British arms which had suffered by Washington's
CornwaUis

it,
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nearly filled with dead bodies. As there was no re
port of the killed made by the British officers, and
under the peculiar excitement and circumstances of

that night and the next day none made by the Ameri
cans to Washington,
his account from Pluckemin
may be explained, while the other more particular

In every aspect
was
may be correct.
battle than the affair at Trenton, which
square fight, though
was more of a surprise than
was not so illustrious an achievement as the first one.
The Retreat. —Gen. Washington saw the peril of

it

a

a

more of

it

accounts

a

a

general battle with his veteran enemy in
risking
full force, seven thousand strong. The next morning
every officer under him saw it. He kept the watchfires burning all night, and held out the appearance,
by the stir and bustle in camp, that he intended
But his purpose to retreat
battle in the morning.
a

battle was formally disclosed to his offi
and avoid
cers in a council of war before the evening had passed.
His plan was to send his baggage-train to Burlington,
and to lead the enemy in the morning to think that
his army had gone in the same direction, while his
army should move quietly and quickly up the road
to Sandtown, and thence across to the Quaker road to
Stony Brook, shunning the pickets of Gen. Leslie at
upon Princeton,
and
and marching
Maidenhead,
thence to New Brunswick, where the British stores
At midnight the troops, with their artil
were kept.
lery, were set in motion with the utmost caution. The
weather had become severely cold during the night,
and the ground had so frozen as to bear the horses
and the artillery, enabling them all to travel with
celerity, and to reach the Quaker meeting-house at
Stony Brook by daylight,
while Washington detailed
Stone, Fleming, Neal, and
hundred and fifty men and
march up the Quaker road

where the army halted,
Gen. Mercer, with Capts.
others, with about three
two pieces of artillery, to

to Worth's Mills, there to
destroy the bridge over the Stony Brook, and thereby
hinder the pursuit of his army by the enemy, which
The baggage-train
he supposed would follow him.
moved towards Burlington.

a

a

a

little ahead. A
ground, and the Americans were
conflict ensued. A heavy discharge from the Eng
lish artillery was returned by Capt. Neal from the
American field-pieces.
After short but brisk can
nonade the Americans climbed over
fence to con
front the British, and were the first to use their guns.
Mawhood's infantry returned the volley, and soon
charged them with bayonets.
The Americans, who
for the most part used rifles without bayonets, gave

Their gallant offi
way, abandoning their cannon.
cers, unwilling to flee, were left in the rear, endeavor
In this way fell Has
ing to call back the fugitives.
let, the brave colonel of the Delaware regiment;
Neal, who had charge of the artillery Fleming, the

gallant leader of all that was left of the First Virginia
Regiment, and other officers of merit.
Gen. Mercer
himself, whose horse had been disabled under him,
was
wounded, knocked down several times, and
stabbed with the bayonet, refusing to cry for quarter.
He was left on the field supposed to be dead.

The firing arrested the attention of Washington,
as far as the Olden farm, on his
way to Princeton, and he immediately directed the
Pennsylvania militia to go to the support of Gen.
Mercer, and he led them in person, with two pieces of
artillery, under Capt. Moulder, who formed
battery
on the right of Thomas Clarke's house. The enemy,
in pursuing the detachment of Mercer over the hill,
who had advanced

now for the first time discovered that the main army
of Washington was there. They halted and brought
up the artillery, and attempted to capture Capt.
Moulder's battery. Gen. Washington, to encourage
his troops, marched into the very front of danger,
and when within thirty yards of the British he reined

in his horse with its head towards them, as both par
ties were about to fire. The two sides gave
volley
at the same time when the smoke cleared away,
miracle that Washington was un
was thought
Hitchcock came up with his brigade, and
touched.
Hand's riflemen began to turn the left of the Eng

it

especially by the British, who were exposed to the
terrific discharges of our artillery in their attempts
to force the bridges and fords, that the creek was

soldiers, on their way from Princeton to Trenton to
join CornwaUis, descried from the road on the hill
west above the stream Mercer's detachment, which
he supposed had fled from the Trenton battle-field.
He turned and prepared to give battle. The hostile
forces were nearly equal, and each had two pieces of
artillery. The Americans were fatigued with the
night's march, while the enemy were fresh and expe
Both parties ran for the high
rienced soldiers.

a

the enemy and receiving the fire of their
damage."
The ac
field-pieces, which did us but little
published
count by an officer in the fight,
in the Con
necticut Journal, Jan. 22, 1777, and another written
by«an eye-witness in the Princeton Whig in 1842, con
cur in the statement that there was great loss of life,
cannonading

stroy the bridge, when Col. Mawhood, commanding
the Seventeenth and Fifty-fifth Regiments of British

a

dark,

a

till

;

this situation we remained

a

In

the creek.

a

of Princeton and the march to Pluckemin, briefly
that " we were drawn up on the other side of

states

The Battle of Princeton. — It was now little after
sunrise on the 3d day of January, 1777, — very cold
morning, — when the main army of Washington was
drift-way through
moving from Stony Brook, by
the fields of the Clark and Olden farms, to Princeton,
and Gen. Mercer was moving towards the mill to de

;

emin on the 5th of January, after the exciting events
of the midnight retreat to Princeton and the battle
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a

it,

It is said that at least one hundred
Christmas visit.
and fifty men were killed in this battle. Gen. Wash
ington in his brief notice of
written from Pluck-

AND PRINCETON.

lish.

The enemy, after fighting with desperate cour:

age, fearing they might become surrounded,

fled over
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Pieces of artillery were
retreated to the college.
brought to play upon them, traces of which can be
seen on the old walls of the college.
The first ball,
it is said, entered the prayer hall, or college chapel,
and passed through the head of the portrait of George
suspended on the wall. The British surrendered,

II.

and some fled across the fields towards New Bruns

a

wick.

American

Gen. Washington hastened from Princeton on the
same day of the battle, and after destroying the bridge
at Kingston, over the Millstone, he marched with his
army down the Millstone on his route to Morristown
He was hotly pursued by Corn
for winter-quarters.
waUis'
from
Trenton, which marched directly
army
through Princeton to New Brunswick, where it sup
posed Washington
had gone to capture the British
stores there.

The battle of Princeton was the sharpest, and, con

a

lan, and Webb, aides-de-camp.
assistant military secretary.

Col. Tilgham was

The immediate effect of the battle of Princeton
upon the State and upon the
whole country was
electric.
Volunteers responded to the call for new
regiments, and the tone of the orders given by the
military authorities was more authoritative than
had been before the battle.
Some attempts have been made to rob Gen. Wash
ington of the honor of
having originated the plan of
capturing Trenton on the 26th of December,
1776,
and also the retreat from the Assanpink to
Princeton^
on the night of Jan.
1777, and to give
to Gen!

it

mostly stripped from them by the
soldiers, were piled into a wagon and then
carried to the grave. The fourteen Americans killed
were also buried in the field. There is no monument
to designate their graves.

their clothing

The staff of Gen. Washington at Princeton was
Col. Reed, adjutant-general
Col. Biddle, deputy
quartermaster-general
Cols. Baylor, Fitzgerald, Moy-

Mercer or Gen. St. Clair.

Reed states

it

Their bodies, frozen stiff, with

"

The Hon. William

B.

that Gen. Mercer was intrusted with the
command of the march to Princeton as
compliment
to him for his suggestion of the movement.
a

The dead of the British, about one hundred, were
buried where they lay on the field, about two hun
dred yards north of Joseph Clarke's barn, along an

our own.'

;

delphia.

'Away, my dear colonel, and bring up the troops;

the day

;

Clarke, where he was kindly nursed by the Misses
Hannah and Sarah Clarke, the house now occupied
by Henry E. Hale, between the battle-field and the
He died on the 12th of Jan
Quaker meeting-house.
uary, and was buried in Christ churchyard in Phila

the shout of victory was heard, and the enemy was
fleeing, Washington was seen "alive, unharmed, and
without
wound.
Col. Fitzgerald, heedless of the
dead and dying in his way, flew to the side of his
chief, exclaiming, with tears, 'Thank God, Your Ex
!'
safe
cellency
The chief, ever calm, affectionately
grasped the hand of his friend and aide, and
said,

2,

most esteemed
cer was Washington's
and reliable
genera], a gentleman of fine attainments and social
He did not die on
position, and generally beloved.
the field, but lived some days at the house of Mr.

a

Haslet, Maj. Morris, Capts. Shippen, Fleming, and
Neal were brave and reliable officers, and Gen. Mer

though he was as
target standing between the ad
verse posts after he got his men in line, so that one
of his aides drew his hat over his eyes that he might
not see him die as the next volley of musketry was
poured forth, yet when the smoke cleared away and

is

dred. Among the officers of the enemy killed was
Capt. Leslie, whose loss was very much regretted.
The loss of the Americans was small, not exceeding
Ihirty, but it was great in worth and talents. Col.

is

The British lost on that day, in those three battles
at Princeton, about two hundred killed and wounded
and two hundred and thirty prisoners, of whom four
teen were British officers. Some historians make the
number killed one hundred, and prisoners three hun

obscure drift-way.

The heroism of Washington on the field of Prince
matter of history.
He comprehended the crisis
of the struggle. The battle had been unexpectedly
precipitated upon him. With his whole army almost
at hand, his victory over the three veteran regiments
at Princeton was certainly assured if all his troops
had been put in action. Yet we see the lives of Mer
cer and many others of our choice officers sacrificed,
and the life of the commander-in-chief
in imminent
and perhaps in unnecessary peril to gain
victory
over
small detachment of the British army.
The
explanation of what seemed to be rashness on the
part of Washington was found in the disordered state
of the militia engaged in the contest. They broke
and ran, and would not return and rally to fight
Washington could only rally them by throw
again.
ing himself into the thickest of the danger; and
ton

a

Fortieth made a gallant resistance at the ravine, a
short distance south of the village of Princeton, but
the Americans were again victorious, and the enemy

"
the fiercest of the conflict, said to his officers,
See
fight
how those noble fellows
Ah, gentlemen, when
shall we be able to keep an army long enough to
gether to display
discipline equal to our enemies?"
!

with the troops under Mawhood, the New England
regiments of Stark, Poor, Paterson, Reed, and others
drove back the Fifty-fifth Regiment, which with the

a

of horses the Americans could not carry off. Wash
ington thanked Hitchcock for his services.
While the largest part of the army were engaged

sidering the time occupied and the number engaged
in
was the most fatal to our officers of any action
during the war. The enemy exhibited the highest
order of courage and military skill.
Washington, in
it,

Mawhood left
the fields and fences up Stony Brook.
on the ground two brass field-pieces, which for want

is
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diers and

a

was inspired in the final success of the cause of lib
erty. Princeton continued during the war to be a
kind of military post, having present a body of sol

military hospital, and often prisoners

were detained here.
3,

Princeton had been occupied by the British troops
from the 7th of December, 1776, to Jan.
1777. Dur
ing that time the families remaining in and around
this place, and the farms in the neighborhood, and
along the road from New Brunswick through Prince
ton to Trenton, were robbed and pillaged of every
thing that a hired soldiery could want for use or
destruction.

a

li

As we have already stated, " Tusculum" and " Mor
ven" were pillaged and robbed of
furniture, silver,
braries, stock, and produce on farm. Mr. Sergeant's
new house was burned, and his father's farm was pil
laged, and the college was despoiled of its library
Scudder's mills were burned.
and other appliances.
The pews in the Presbyterian Church were taken out
for firewood and burned.
In the autumn of 1777, the enemy having been
drawn from this part of the State, Princeton again be
came the seat of the civil power of the State. The
Legislature, which had been flitting about the State to
find place of safety, now returned to Princeton, where
Gen. Putnam had been detailed to assure protection,
and to enforce a more vigorous prosecution of war
measures. Governor Livingston reappeared, and re

tained the government here till the latter part of 1778.
Many important laws were here adopted.
The Council of Safety, which succeeded the "Com
Safety"
after the State government was or
mittee of

ganized, held more of their sessions in Princeton than

a

26th of June, 1783.
The members were welcomed by
Governor Livingston, who assured them of the loy
alty of the people of New Jersey, and the halls and
a

library of college were put at their disposal. Dr.
Elias Boudinot was president of Congress, and rep
resentative, member from New Jersey, and a trustee
of the college. The sessions were held in the library,
and rooms vacant in the college building were occu
pied by members.
The college commencement

was held soon after
Congress met here, and was attended by the members
and foreign ministers.
The valedictorian, Ashbel
Green, made personal address to Gen. Washington,
who was present, and gave fifty guineas to the trustees

of the college, which they expended for a full portrait
of the general, painted by the elder Peale. Congress
remained in session till the 4th of November, and
before they adjourned peace was announced in the
college chapel in the presence of
distinguished
audience of ladies and gentlemen, Gen. Washington,
and foreign ministers and their families, amidst great
rejoicing.

Gen. Washington's
farewell orders to the
armies of the United States were issued from Rocky
Hill on the 2d of November, 1783.
When
remembered that the British troops had

been stretched out in cantonments along the Delaware
from Bordentown to Washington's Crossing, the ex
treme boundaries of Mercer County along the river,

and that in their march several times across the State
to and from the Delaware they passed through all
the townships of the county,
not extravagant to
say that the whole county of Mercer in the days of
the Revolution was the camping-ground
first of the
British and then of the American army. It certainly
soldiers' tramping-ground.
was the
The State of New Jersey has published in large
"
volume an Official Register of the Officers and Men
a

there were additions by troops from the South, was
stationed here for some time.
But the tide of battle was now turned. New Jer
sey soon became entirely free from the presence and
terror of an overshadowing hostile army, and hope

dred, that that venerable body resolved to remove to
Princeton.'
Trenton or
The latter place was fixed
Congress
opened its session here on the
upon, and

a

it,

was left for a few days
of the armies. But in
1777, Gen. Putnam in
and in May following
Gen. Sullivan, with fifteen hundred men, to which

of exciting business was transacted by it.
The American Congress in 1783 was so disturbed and
threatened by band of discontented and discharged
Pennsylvania soldiers, numbering about three hun

it

After the battle the village
to itself, unguarded by either
the latter part of January,
force came and occupied

few of the respectable Quaker inhabitants of Prince
ton were brought before this body for refusing to take
the oath of abjuration and allegiance, and a good deal

is

sions quite successfully.

in any other place, especially in 1778. Governor
Livingston was present, and generally presided. Not

a

after a careful investiga

it
is

historian,

593

a

the distinguished

tion of the subject, and marshaling his authorities,
awards the honor in both instances to the comman
der-in-chief; and Adjt.-Gen. W. S. Stryker, of Tren
ton, in a recen t article in the Magazine of American His
tory, after a minute local examination of the roads
from and about the Assanpink at Trenton, and of
the knowledge Washington had of them from local
guides and from Gen. Reed and others, concurs with
Bancroft and defends Washington from the implica
tion that he had suffered himself to be entrapped at
the Assanpink without having provided a way of re
treat until after nightfall, a few hours before the re
treat commenced. He combats Gen. St. Clair's preten

AND PRINCETON.

War,"
of the Revolutionary
in which may be found
the names of the volunteers from the counties of Bur
lington, Hunterdon, Somerset, and Middlesex, which
include

those

who

belonged

to

those

townships

which now compose Mercer County.
They bore
their full share of the fighting, while their homes
bore more than their share of the pillage and plun1
der by the Hessian soldiery quartered upon them.
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served with the State organizations ; the remainder
served from other States. The expenses of the State
for organizing, equipping, sustaining, and transporting
her troops were $2,894,384.99.
The naval enlistment

the patriotism of the people such as had not been
heard by the generation then living. It was in vain
that attempts were made to avert the conflict and to

of a large army to sustain the
The efforts of some of the baser
sort of political leaders and agitators to -thwart the
loyal purpose of the government by inflammable de
nunciations of high taxes and conscription, -appealing
hinder

the raising

national

cause.

to the people to vote against raising money and vol
unteers, are now remembered with a sense of shame
by those who sometimes rode into local power upon
such a wave. It is therefore unnecessary and unadvisable to show in this brief chapter the opposition

which

was made by some men to the work

of raising,

and sending out from this State and from
this county our quota of the grand army of the re
public.
equipping,

The capital

of the State, with the Governor as
of the militia of the State, being
at Trenton, in the county of Mercer, and the Rendez
vous Camp No. 1, of which Gen. N. N. Halsted was
commandant, being at Trenton, it soon became the
chief military post in the State, and the war spirit
soon rose above the croaking of disloyalists, and took
possession of the popular will. Loyal and patriotic
commander-in-chief

proclamations

and messages,
the loyal press, and
and music, and a liberal bounty offered
to the volunteer soldier to provide for his family in
his absence triumphed over all opposition, and placed
loyal speeches

this county abreast of all others in responding to the
various calls of the President for soldiers.
There
was no lack of men and money. There was nothing
special in this county to distinguish it from others,
except that there was more of the pomp of war at
Camp Perrine and in Trenton, whence most of the
regiments took their departure for the seat of war.
Company A, of Trenton, Capt. William R.
was the first to offer service to the Governor,
tailed it to the arsenal. The roster prepared
Stryker, in two large volumes, exhibits the

Murphy,
who de

by Adjt.
names of
volunteers and the number of regiments and officers
throughout
the State. It appears that there were
raised and sent out to the war forty regiments and
The number of men
five battalions of artillery.
was 88,305, which was 10,057 in excess of
called for. It was within 10,501 of the
entire militia of the State. Of this number, 79,348
furnished

Gen. Gershom Mott, who was born in Mercer and
was only thirty-nine years old when the war broke
still
out. He had served in the Mexican war, and
is

Lincoln as
the election of Abraham
President in 1861, is a sublime but familiar chapter
in our history. The call to arms by the President
and by the Governor of the State was an appeal to

Among the many officers who belonged to Mercer
and who were named as
County or were born in
entitled to special notice for service, were the follow
ing:

living.
Brig.-Gen. Caldwell K. Hall, who was born in Phil
adelphia in 1839, and
dead.
Brig.-Gen. E. L. Campbell, still living in Trenton.
Capt. Peter D. Vroom, Jr., who went out as adjutant
in the First Regiment, was wounded at South Moun
now in the regular army.
tain, and
pri
Adjt.-Gen. William S. Stryker, went out as
paymaster
and
became
in
the
United
States
vate,
army, and became major as aide to Gen. Gillmore.
He was at the siege of Charleston and became lieu
now adjutant-general
of this
tenant-colonel, and
a

States upon

was 4850.1

it,

the people of Mercer County, in
common with those of all the other counties of the
State, to defend the national Union by force of arms
against the armed secession movement of the Slave

is

The uprising of

is

THE LATE CIVIL WAR.

State.

The surgeons who received special praise for meri
torious service were Surgeon Dr. William L. Phillips,
of Trenton, Surgeon Dr. Edward L. Welling, of
Pennington.

Col. William Halsted, of Trenton, an aged lawyer,
went out with the First New Jersey Cavalry, but did
not. remain long with his regiment; and Maj. Alex
ander Cumming, of Princeton, went out in the same
regiment, but soon found himself, like Col. Halsted,
too advanced in life to endure the service.
It would require a volume to enumerate and duly
honor the names of the captains, majors, colonels,
and lieutenant-colonels, the chaplains, musicians, and
all the privates who obeyed the voice of their coun

try and went forth from their homes and their fami
lies and endured the hardships and perils of war,
many of them suffering sickness, wounds, imprison
ment, and death. The cemeteries at home contain
many graves with the names of dead soldiers upon
the marble slab, and not
few high and costly monu
ments, upon which are engraved the names of all the
brave young men of some particular town or town
ship who gave their lives to their country in the war.
But there are national cemeteries all over this vast
country in which many unknown graves contain the
dust of Jersey boys, and among them some of the
sons of Mercer County.
Trenton and Princeton and
Hightstown, and perhaps every rural township in
the county, have some sad connection with the soldiers'
burial-grounds
found near the old camping-grounds
and battle-fields and along the track of marching
a
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armies.

1

the number

Raum's History of New Jersey.

PRINCETON.
Mercer County was not behind other counties of the
State in the expression of sympathy and in furnishing
of sanitary and hospital supplies for her volunteer
The mothers and wives and sisters of the
soldiers, drawing to their aid the whole community,
joined in the patriotic work of the National Sanitary
Commission and other kindred soldier relief associa
tions in sending such supplies to the field of war and
to the hospitals in the cities.
The requisite taxes were paid, the war debt was
authorized by law, and was held sacred. Every town
ship fulfilled its obligations, and what is remaining
soldiers.

in township, county, and State is fast melting away.

The sacrifice of life and money was enormous, but
the great republic stands forth among the nations of
the world as the fruit of this sacrifice.

THE LOCAL HISTORY OF TOWNSHIPS.

CHAPTER LXII.
PRINCETON.

The township of Princeton, politically, is of recent
origin, having been erected in the session of 1837-38
by the Legislature, when the county of Mercer was
formed from portions of the counties of Middlesex,
Burlington, Hunterdon, and Somerset. Within its ter
ritorial boundaries was incorporated the old borough
of Princeton, from which the township received its
name. Prior to that time the borough embraced
portions of both Somerset and Middlesex Counties.
The old road, or king's highway, as it was anciently
called (now known as Nassau and Stockton Streets
in the borough), was the line which had for many
previous years divided those counties.
That portion

which lay on the north side of the road formed a part
of Montgomery township in Somerset County, and
that on the south side was a part of West Windsor in
the count}' of Middlesex.
The inhabitants of Prince
ton then residing on the north side were drawn gen
erally to the villages of Harlingen and Rocky Hill
in the public business transactions of Montgomery
township, and to Somerville in the business of the

while those residing on the
county of Somerset;
south side were identified with the township of West
Windsor, and were drawn to New Brunswick, as the
capital of the county of Middlesex.
The history of Princeton has been fully written
and published in two octavo volumes so recently as
the year 1879, by Mr. Hageman, who, beginning with
its early settlement, traced it through the Revolution
ary war to the present time, taking in its churches,
seminary,
literature,
schools, college, theological
and volumes, prominent families and citi
civil
war, and cemetery, etc.
zens,
There is but little if anything left to be snatched

authors

39
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from oblivion by the writers of this new history so
is concerned.
In preparing this his

far as Princeton

sketch therefore, that the whole county of
Mercer may be prop'erly presented, we shall take the
liberty of drawing largely from Mr. Hageman's vol

torical

"

Institutions,"

umes of Princeton and its
and abridg
ing portions of that work in order that Princeton
may fill the limited space assigned to her with the
other townships of the county in this work.

The township of Princeton lies in the northern part of
Mercer County, being bounded on the north by Mont
gomery township, in Somerset County; on the east by
the Millstone River, which separates it from Franklin
township, in Somerset, and from South Brunswick, in
Middlesex Counties; on the south by. the Delaware
and Raritan Canal, which separates it from West
Windsor; and on the west by the old province line,
which separates it from the townships of Lawrence
and Hopewell. When the township was first created
the West Windsor boundary was the line of Prince
ton Borough, but the Legislature has since changed it
by making the Delaware and Raritan Canal the line.
The township is about five miles in length from
north to south, and three miles in width, and, accord

ing to the last census (1880), it contains four thousand

and forty-eight inhabitants.
It em
braces within its limits Rocky Hill Mountain, which
lies across the northern portion of the township.
This mountainous ridge has been nearly cleared of
its forests, and much of it is under cultivation.
From
its top there are beautiful landscape views on the
three hundred

north, extending for nearly twenty miles over the cul
through
tivated champaign of Somerset County,
which flow the Millstone and Raritan Rivers ; while
southward the eye takes in a broad expanse of alluvial
land, slightly undulating, with the blue Navesink
view in the distant southeast along the
coast of the Atlantic Ocean. The town of Princeton
is peculiarly attractive and picturesque from this
point of observation.
Somerville lies eighteen miles

Hills rising to

north
east

of the town of Princeton, New Brunswick
miles, Trenton south ten miles. The

sixteen

township contains seventeen square miles, and ten
thousand nine hundred and six acres of land.
The Soil is a rich clay loam, with the red sandstone
underneath.
It is well adapted to farming purposes,

and highly favorable to the growth of trees, which are
cultivated, and grow with luxuriance.
The
red shale is found a few miles north of Princeton
while the whole State south of it is sandy alluvial
land.
The trap rocks crop out everywhere on Rocky

much

Hill.

The land in this as in the adjoining townships
is productive, and generally in a good state of culti
There are model farms and specimens of
vation.
model farming.
Wheat, rye, corn, grass, oats, pota
toes, and other vegetables and a general variety of
are all raised, and readily find a remunerative
market.
The surface of the land is undulating, with
a pleasant variety of hill and dale. The farms are

fruits
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not generally large, but average about one hundred
acres. The farm-houses are commodious and attrac
tive, and indicate a good degree of prosperity and
Some of the most valuable farms in
Princeton are owned by young men of thrift, who
have been liberally educated, and who apply to
their agricultural pursuits the results of science and

home comfort.

reading.

The Climate of Princeton is salubrious, and such
is generally conceded to be the climate of the whole
State of New Jersey. Because of its healthfulness
"
Princeton was called by Dr. Witherspoon the Mont
pellier of America." Gordon, in his " Gazetteer of
Jersey,"
describes Princeton as remarkable for
New
the salubrity of its climate ; and the Rev. Samuel
Miller, D.D., who resided here for about forty years
while professor in the Theological Seminary, and
who always watched the changes of the weather with
interest, and kept a daily record of the thermometer,

" Princeton
wrote near the close of his long life that
system."
has one of the finest climates in the solar
slope
of the mountain, about a mile from
On the
the northern boundary line of the borough of Prince
"Tusculum,"
well known as once the countryton, is
president of
seat of the Rev. Dr. John Witherspoon,
Princeton College.

The old stone house, on whose
walls the year 1773 is inscribed, still wears a stately
appearance, and has escaped the transforming genius
of modern improvements, which has wrought such

marvelous changes within a few past years in the
original college buildings.
The house, though built
more than a century ago, testifies by its plan and
structure

that its projector was a man who devised

liberally for the comfort of his family and friends.
Cedar Grove, which is about two and a half miles
from the borough of Princeton, on the brow of the
hill on the road leading from Princeton to Blawenburg northward, contains a little cluster of dwellings,
a district school-house, a blacksmith-shop, and a neat
chapel for preaching and religious services.
This
chapel was originally a Methodist Church, but the
building was sold, when the Methodists built a church

in Princeton, to Mr. Paul Tulane, who at that time
resided in that neighborhood, though doing business
in New Orleans. This chapel is open every Sabbath
to the different denominations of Christians in the
vicinity for preaching alternately iii succession, Mr.
Tulane paying from his own funds the several preach
The legal title of the chapel,
ers for their services.
with an adequate fund to continue the charity, have
recently been conferred iu trust upon the trustees of
the First Presbyterian Church of Princeton.
The place derived its name from the grove of cedars
which environ it. It has a beautiful southern pros
pect. In the latter part of the last century a colony
of French refugees, families of wealth and distinc
tion, settled at this place, and bought up most of the
farms in the neighborhood of Cedar Grove and Cherry
Valley. A particular account of these refugees may

be found in Mr. Hageman's
vol. i. p. 197.

" History of Princeton,"

Cherry Valley is a name given to the cross
roads about half a mile north of Cedar Grove, a neigh
borhood whose central figure was a stone school-

house where the Princeton road crosses the Pennington
and Rocky Hill road. It was here where the public
school aud religious services were maintained by the
families
Grove

residing in the neighborhood before Cedar
and Blawenburg with better facilities super

thicklyit. It is now only the old name of a
neighborhood.
settled
seded

Mount Lucas, which

is also situated in this town

ship, is about two and a half miles north of Princeton,
on the road leading from the latter place to Rocky
Hill village, and being on the top of the mountain is
Its grand
a most beautiful and picturesque place.
view is north of the mountain, and embraces all the
valley between the Millstone River and Sourland
Mountain northward as far as the eye can see, and

It exhibits to
up through Blawenburg.
view the whole township of Montgomery, presenting
a landscape of green farms dotted with white farm
houses and church-spires rising from the villages of
Harlingen, Blawenburg, Rocky Hill, and Griggs-

westward

town, with here and there little patches of timberland reserved to indicate what heavy forests covered
the whole area a century and more ago.

Mount Lucas is the centre of a school district, a
large modern school-house having recently superseded

It was formerly the site of
" Mount Lucas Orphan and Guardian Institute,"
which was the first orphan asylum in New Jersey, so
far as we can learn. It was founded in the year 1842
by Franklin Merrill, then a student in the theological
seminary at Princeton. The farm was held by private
trustees until 1845, when it became incorporated by
the old stone building.
the

law under a special charter.
A large stone building
was added to the frame building on the place.
The
institution was supported by private charity, and con
tinued under the direction of private citizens for thir
teen years, and during that time, it received about
thirty pupils, boys and girls. It was for the benefit
of this institution that the Rev. Dr. Archibald Alex
ander appropriated the proceeds of the " Log Col
lege,"
which he published in 1845.
The enterprise
finally failed of success through the want of a suc
cessor who possessed

the faith and enthusiasm of the
and for want of a permanent endowment.
The property was sold, and the surplus funds which
had been restricted from waste after payment of debts
founder,

were handed over to what was then the " Ashmun In
stitute,"
University,"
now "Lincoln
in Pennsylvania,
for the education of pupils in that institution. The
farm now belongs to the township of Princeton, and
is kept as the almshouse of the township.

Stony Brook.— In the southern part of the town
ship, along the historic stream of Stony Brook, there
are still standing, hoary with age and sacred with

PRINCETON.

a

a

it

it

is

is

it

a

it

;

a

a

mansion

is

by the Millstone River, with its
on the east side of the road leading from

bounded

is

Princeton to Kingston, and just without the limits of
the borough of Princeton. This map
corroborated, as
to Dr. Greenland's plantation, by the fact that the Penn
deed to Richard Stockton in 1701 for the five thou
sand five hundred acre tract describes that tract as
bounded on the east side by Henry Greenland's land.

still further confirmatory testimony that
There
plantation in this part of
Dr. Greenland owned
what was then Somerset County, and had a family
here. Daniel Brinson, who
mentioned in the PennStockton deed, was
son-in-law of Dr. Greenland,
and lived in this vicinity before 1690.
His residence
was at or near the Kingston Mills, the mills not then
yet erected. He left
will bearing date 1690, and
is

devised his plantation to his son. Barefoot
name frequently met with in the records
Brinson,
County.1
of Somerset
Barefoot Brinson was
man
therein

a

a

a

a

little
of all the land, attracted, in 1695 and 1696,
dozen families of the Society
colony of about half
of Friends, who were intelligent and thrifty, and who
desired to dwell by themselves under their own laws,
and as much as possible separate from Puritan so
ciety.
Its situation was that of frontier forest be
tween two slowly advancing waves of civilized popu
lation, one flowing from the margins of the Raritan

farm

a

now Princeton

What may be called its orig
cannot be ascertained.
inal settlement was not of so early an origin as that
of some other towns in the State. Its rich soil and
pleasant situation, uninhabited
and secluded, with
William Penn as the chief and almost sole proprietor

map of the rivers, Millstone, Raritan, etc.,
made by John Reid,
Scotchman, in 1685, for the
proprietors. On this map the plantation of Dr. Green
land
now recognized and identi
designated, and
fied as the Castle Howard, or Beatty Farm, recently
owned by the late Rev. Dr. Blodgett, purchased by
him of Capt. Thomas Lavender,
deceased.
This
there

a

precise date of the settle

ment of the first family in what

is

Hill.
First Settlement. — The

natural course of time and events, as
highway was
opened for travel and the waves of population ap
proached
its growth became the more rapid from
being replenished from both sides.
In the library of the New Jersey Historical Society

a

it

ing Princeton from West Windsor township.
The Millstone River, after its confluence with the
Stony Brook at the Aqueduct Mills, forms the eastern
boundary line of Princeton and of Mercer County
flows down by the Kingston Mills to the Somerset
as
County line, near the mills and village of Rocky

the route, though not the first to be occupied, was,
nevertheless, not without local advantages for in the

This name

is

it

it

This stream has seven bridges built
the township.
township.
this
The Delaware and Rari
across
in
tan Canal passes along its banks on the line separat

of Princeton on the west, so that while
Princeton has been so nearly on the line as to be
claimed by both sections,
all in East Jersey,
assuming the Keith line to be the true one. But in
great pros
the other direction
lay in the line of
pective thoroughfare of travel between the great cities,
as above stated.
Its situation as the middle point on
township

it,

it

trends to the east and empties

lay between the two
Indeed,
lines of the surveyors, Keith and Lawrence.
The
Keith line, which we understand now to be recognized
as the true province line,
the boundary line of the

a

course,

into the Millstone River at the Aqueduct Mills, on
the east side of the township, about two miles distant
first entered
from, and opposite to, the point where

western province.

is

southward

it

it

a

a

side for a quarter of
mile
assumes the name of
Pretty Brook, resort in summer for excursion par
ties of children and Sunday-schools, then resuming
its historic name and flowing down through the
southern part of the township, being utilized at
Worth's Mills, and making a semicircle along the
Quaker road,
extends almost to the province line,
where a slight elevation or embankment prevents its
overflow into the depression of the Assanpink, and
thence into the Delaware River. Here, resisted in its

separating the province of East Jersey from the
province of West Jersey passed along so near its
for
southwestern boundary as to leave
long time
in doubt whether the place belonged to the eastern or

a

The Stony Brook enters the township of Princeton
on the west side thereof, and while its crystal waters
pass along through the tall and silent forest on either

tion on the Raritan, and the latter at the head of
navigation on the Delaware.
The province line

1

lotted to us must be devoted to
after we describe
the early settlement of the township.

was
central point, and nearly midway, on an air
line, between the cities of New York and Philadel
phia, also nearly midway between New Brunswick
and Trenton, the former being at the head of naviga

is

it,

of Stony Brook.
Adjoining these places on the north lies the great
battle-field of Princeton, where Washington turned
the tide of the war with greater personal danger than
he elsewhere experienced in his whole military career,
and where the gallant Mercer sealed the victory with
his blood. There are no other villages or towns in the
township except the incorporated borough of Prince
ton, and this occupies so large a portion of the terri
tory of the township, and is so ancient and so full of
historic interest, that the greater part of the space al

and Millstone Rivers, the other from the margin of
the Delaware River, along which streams the early
settlers of New Jersey planted their new homes. It

is

meeting-house, and near them a
little cluster of houses and shops, known before
Princeton had a location and a name as the hamlet
Quaker

is

Revolutionary associations, Worth's Mills and the
ancient
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Bometimeswritten Brunson.
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of some prominence.
He held the office of sheriff
of that county, and died in that office in 1749, or
His successor was John Riddle, of
thereabouts.
Princeton, appointed at the suggestion and recom
mendation of Thomas Leonard, Esq., then a judge of
the Common Pleas of Somerset County, and residing
in Princeton. Judge Leonard was arraigned before the

may be traced in no small degree to the sterling char
acter of these early settlers. Their names should be
held in grateful remembrance, not only by 'their

lineal descendants but by this entire community. We
proceed to enumerate them. They all appear to have
come in the same year.

Benjamin Clarke

Assembly of the State for the dereliction of his official
duty in not properly qualifying Mr. Riddle and his
sureties in that office, but he made a successful defense.

came to Stony Brook in 1696,
Piscataway, in Middlesex County, N. J. His
father, Benjamin Clarke, was a native of Scotland, and
became a member of the religious Society of Friends

As early as 1685, Dr. John Gordon seems to have
been the owner of a tract of about eight hundred

during the lives of its founders and about the time of
its organization.
He was an intimate friend of his fel

acres of land which lay between^ what is now the
main street of Princeton and Stony Brook, on the
east side of Princeton,
extending from Queenston to

Robert Barclay and Gawen Laurie.
low-countrymen,
The former, a large proprietor and Proprietary Gov

the line of the farm now belonging to Charles H.
" Woodlawn." In 1696 Dr. Gordon
Olden, and of
conveyed the westerly end of said tract, from what is
now Washington Street, containing about four hun
dred acres, to Richard Stockton, and the easterly half,
embracing the Hamilton farm and the farm of Joseph
Olden, to

John Hornor.

And between

1701 and 1709,

Richard Stockton conveyed one hundred acres, in
cluding what are now the college grounds and other
adjoining lands, to Benjamin Fitz Randolph. The
remainder, including the seminary property, the land
on Canal Street, the Episcopal
Church property,
Edgehill and Steadman Street property, and the
Springdale farm, he devised to his son, Joseph Stock
ton. This tract of eight hundred acres, owned by Dr.
Gordon, appears not to have been a part of the Penn
As
tract, which was conveyed to Richard Stockton.
there is no evidence that Dr. Gordon ever resided on
his tract, or in this vicinity, while it is fully estab
lished that Dr. Greenland was settled on his planta
tion above referred to in 1685, the latter must be
regarded as the first settler in this neighborhood, and
nearest to what is now the borough of Princeton, so
far as we have any authentic proof.
The prominent starting-point, however, in the his
tory of the early settlement of Princeton is found in
the purchase by William Penn, in the year 1693, of a
large tract of land lying in and about the neighbor

hood of this place, he having taken it as his share
Through his influence a num
from the proprietors.
ber of Quaker families removed here. They came to
establish free and safe homes. They had been perse
cuted in their native

countries, and after they had
settled in New England, in New York, and in other
parts of New Jersey, they desired to secure, as we
have already stated, a settlement where they might
enjoy their religious principles without molestation,
even from the Puritans ; hence they were attracted to
neighborhood of Stony Brook, and to
the land of Penn, where there might be no disturbing
element in their society.
this unsettled

These families were highly respectable, intelligent,
and religious, and, as we shall hereinafter see, the
influence and high position of Princeton in history

from

Division of New Jersey from
of the most celebrated polemi
cal writers of his time in defense of the fundamental
principles of Quakerism.
Gawen Laurie, a native of
Scotland, and for several years a merchant of Lon
member of the same religious
don, a prominent
ernor of the Eastern

1683 to 1686, was one

was a wealthy and large proprietor and
Deputy Governor under Robert Barclay, and emi
grated to New Jersey in the same year, and perhaps
society,

in the same vessel with Benjamin Clarke, then a sta
tioner in Lombard Street, London.

Mr. Whitehead, in his very valuable contributions
to East Jersey history, informs us that Benjamin
Clarke, stationer, arrived with his son Benjamin at
Perth Amboy in 1683 ; was followed by his wife in
1684, and surviving his wife died in the latter part of
the year 1689, leaving his son Benjamin heir to all his
estate, which was very considerable.
Charles Gordon, in a letter to his brother, March 16,
1685, speaks of him as having brought a library of
books to sell, and James Johnstone, in a letter to his
brother about the same time, speaks of the good sta
tioner's shop of books at Perth Amboy.
His son, Benjamin Clarke (the second), afterwards
married Ann, the daughter of James Giles, of Bound
Brook, in Piscataway, N. J., and becoming the owner
of two hundred and seventy-five acres of land in Pis
cataway, removed there, and settled on his land, and
was a justice of the Town Court of
Piscataway in
1688, and a member of the Assembly from that place
in 1692.

In 1695-96 this Benjamin Clarke (the
second) bought
of Thomas Warne twelve hundred acres of land lying
on the south angle of Stony Brook, bounded
by the

it now runs from Princeton to Worth's
on the west, by the province line on the
south,
and the Olden tract on the north.
It included the
two farms of Mary Hallet on the other
side of the
old road as

Mills

brook, and it included the battle-field of Princeton.
In 1796 he removed to Stony Brook, and built the
first dwelling-house on that tract which he had
bought,
where the present dwelling-house now stands
on the
farm lately occupied by Elisha Clarke and other heirsat-law of Joseph Olden Clarke.
He continued to re
side there till his death. In 1709 he conveyed
nine

PRINCETON.
sixty one hundredths acres to Richard Stockton and
others in trust to build a meeting-house on it and for
a burying-ground for the Society of Friends.
Next to Richard Stockton, Benjamin Clarke was
the largest landholder at one time about Princeton
and Stony Brook. He gave to his son, James Clarke,
a large tract of land on the south and southwesterly
side of Stony Brook, and he gave to his son, Benja
min Clarke, his homestead farm, which included the
David Clarke farm. He was a practical surveyor, an
intelligent man, with good business habits.
His
name frequently appears as a witness to important
deeds and documents.
He was one of the trustees
appointed in the will of Richard Stockton in 1709,

and he transacted much public business.
He was the progenitor of a large family, which in
creased steadily through four generations, and then
began to diminish.
The great body of the tract of

land which Benjamin Clarke bought of Thomas
Warne was occupied by some of his descendants
until within the present generation.
There were four Benjamin Clarkes in consecutive

succession

from father to son, the last one having
been the father of David Clarke, the grandfather of
the late Samuel Paxson, whose- farm adjoined the
Quaker meeting-house at Stony Brook.
This Benja
min Clarke (the fourth) married Hannah, daughter of
William Lawrie. He was one of the most prominent
members in meeting (church) affairs, a public min
ister and traveling preacher, extending his religious
visit on one occasion to Canada.
David Clarke

married for his second wife Miss Kirkbride, her sis
ter having married John Jacob Gurney, the philan
thropist, of England.
Dr. Israel Clarke, a physician of Clarkesville, well
remembered by our older inhabitants for his exten
sive practice and humorous nature, who died in 1837
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alogy of the family, and therefore, in the absence of
any public historical record of any prominent citizens
of Princeton bearing the family name, we can only
add that it has been a very numerous, intelligent,
excellent family.

and

William Olden

came to Stony Brook from Pis
in'Middlesex
County, N. J., in the year 1696.
cataway,
He purchased of the Warne tract in that year fourhundred acres of land lying north of and adjoining Benja
min Clarke.
His wife was Elizabeth Giles, a daugh
ter of James Giles, who emigrated from England in
1668, and who settled at Bound Brook, in Piscataway,
in 1682, and died there. He became by this marriage
a brother-in-law
of Benjamin Clarke, who married
Ann Giles. They had eight children, three sons and
Their oldest son, John Olden, mar
five daughters.
ried Mary Brearley, and they had nine children, six
sons and three daughters ; and their oldest son, James
Olden, married Catharine Gardner ; their second son,
Thomas Olden, married Sarah Hart ; and their third
James
son, Joseph Olden, married Ann. Gardner.
Olden

and Catharine

Gardner

viz. : Samuel, who married

had seven children,

Mary Worth, Ann (Tom
John, James, Catharine

Mary (Bates),
(White), Elizabeth (Ridgeway).
Thomas Olden and Sarah Hart had two children,
viz. : Nathaniel, a teacher, not married, and Hart
Olden, who married Temperance Smith. The children
of Hart Olden and Temperance Smith were Sarah,
Charles Smith Olden (late Governor of New Jersey),
Jane (Clow), Mary, Job G. Olden, George Olden,
Ruth (Stebbins).
Samuel Olden and Mary Worth had six children,
viz. : Samuel, Mary, James, Elihu, Giles, and Catha
linson),

rine.
Giles Olden married Catharine White, and had
three children, — John, James, and Samuel.
Stephen Smith married Catharine Olden, daughter

and was buried at Stony Brook, was of this family of
Clarkes.
So also were the two maiden ladies who
nursed at their house Gen. Mercer, who was mortally

of Samuel, and had four daughters, viz.

wounded at the battle of Princeton, lineal descend
ants of the original Clarke family of Stony Brook.

becca, Mary (Speakman),
Joseph Olden and Ann Gardner had five children,

tha Clarke,

who married Elizabeth Emley, and Joseph, who mar
ried Achsah Middleton.

Joseph Olden Clarke and his surviving widow, Mar
and their children — Elisha, Elizabeth,
Fanny (Mrs. Paxson), and Josephine — were the last
of the Clarke family who occupied the old original
homestead farm of the first Clarke settler at Stony
Brook.
Mrs. Clarke and her children having sold the
old farm, now reside in the village of Princeton. The
farm in whose house Gen. Mercer was nursed and
died is now owned and occupied by Henry E. Hale,
who purchased it of John Clarke, now deceased.
There are but few families

among the descendants
of the first settler who bear the name of Clarke in
this region of country, none in the immediate vicin

ity of Princeton, except the heirs of Joseph O.Clarke,
above mentioned.
None of the original Clarke tract
occupied
of land is
by any one bearing the name of
We have not been furnished with the gene
Clarke.

who married

Charles

S. Olden

: Phebe

(the Governor),
and Catharine.

Ann,
Re

viz.. Ephraim, Amey (Rickey), Ann (Clarke), Job,

Job Olden and Elizabeth Emley had a son, Emley
Olden, who married Martha Earle, and they had four
children, viz. : Elizabeth, wife of Martin Voorhees,
Charles, Rebecca (Harlow), and Sarah (Smith).
Joseph Olden and Achsah Middleton had five chil
dren, viz. : Amey, Sarah (Ely), Benjamin, who mar
ried Mary Worth, Ann (Clark), and Mary Olden.
Benjamin Olden and Mary Worth had three chil
dren, viz. : Susan W. Olden, Joseph Olden, both

living in Princeton,

on the land of their immediate
ancestors, and Samuel W. Olden, deceased, who grad
uated at Princeton College in 1848.

There are many other branches to the Olden tree
which are not here given.

'
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and his posterity for the most part were Quakers.
is claimed that only a part of the Oldens were mem
bers of that society. But we are not able to designate
any of the early families who were not such. At the
present day we cannot name one who is a member.
The descendants of the present generation in this

neighborhood are found within Presbyterian or Epis
copal Churches.
Joseph Worth came from Woodbridge, N. J., to
He was a member of the Soci
Stony Brook in 1696.
ety of Friends. He was a brother-in-law of William
Olden and of Benjamin Clarke, having married Sarah
In 1697 he purchased of Benjamin Clarke
Giles.

two hundred acres of land, lying chiefly, if not wholly,
on the south side of the Stony Brook, in the vicinity

of the mills which bear his name, and probably in
cluded the present farm of John Hunt.
Worth's Mills at Stony Brook have derived their
name from this Joseph Worth and his successors in
the Worth family, who have held them since his
death. As these mills are very ancient and also his
toric, having been very early the source of supply of
feed and flour to the first settlers in the neighborhood,

— there being no mill nearer than Trenton before this
was built, — and having continued in operation for one
hundred and sixty years, until the present time, it is ap
propriate here to insert a short history of them. This
mill property embraced land from both the Penn tract
In February, 1712,
and the Clarke or Warne tract.

Giles Worth, the eldest son of Joseph,

and five sons.

received this property from his father by will in 1724,
and he gave.it to his son Samuel Worth, who in 1791

devised one-half of it to his son Samuel, with the
privilege of buying the other half for eight hundred
Upon the
pounds, and which he did buy in 1794.
death of this Samuel Worth his son, Josiah S. Worth,
became invested with the title to the whole property,
and occupied it till his death in 1854, and his widow
still resides in the handsome stone dwelling-house

near the mill with her nephew, Joseph H. Bruer6, who
holds the title in the property at the present time.
The mill is about a mile and a half from Princeton
on the Lawrenceville road. The mill-pond, which is
a beautiful sheet
at a considerable distance above
and
of water, shaded by tall trees on either side of
much resorted to for the amusements of fishing,
boating, bathing, and skating.
it,

The original William Olden was a practical sur
He has always been regarded as a Quaker,

veyor.

one-fourth share in the mill property to Joseph Worth
in January, 1721. Joseph Worth had four daughters

it,
is

death.

torney to sell his remaining one-half, which he did
in November, 1716, to Joseph Worth. Joseph Chap
man bought fifteen acres of Samuel Stockton, adjoin
ing the mill lot, in the same year, and sold it with his

The Worth family was never numerous, and the
family name has quite disappeared from this com
munity.
There are many of our citizens who recol
lect Josiah
Worth as the genial and honorable cit
upright
and
izen,
trustworthy in public office, with
kind heart towards all men. He served the public
in the Legislature and in many local offices accept
S.

name is mentioned in the boundaries of the borough
of Princeton in its charter in 1813, and his sons, John,
James, and Samuel, or one of them, held it after his

of the mill to Joseph Worth, and
In Au
one-fourth to Joseph Chapman, a carpenter.
gust, 1716, Potts appointed Joseph Kirkbride his at
veyed one-fourth

ably.

He was the last among us who bore the family
His ami
name, and he died without issue in 1854.
able and much-beloved sister, Mary Worth Olden, re
membered for her benevolence and piety; as also for
her business capacity, died in 1852, and has two chil
dren surviving her, viz., Joseph Olden and Susan W.
Olden, who reside in Princeton, on parts of the home
stead of

branch of their Olden ancestry.

There was

a

The Olden family was numerous in former years.
The name of Joseph Olden often appears, in the ex
ecution of deeds, as a judge of the pleas in Middle
sex County, and he was a man of some public repu
Ephraim Olden taught school. Hart Olden,
tation.
the father of Governor Olden and of Job G. Olden,
was a merchant, first at Stony Brook and afterwards
Both of his sons pursued the same line
in Princeton.
of business. Emley Olden was accustomed to trans
act public business of a local and limited nature,
though a farmer.
He spent the most of his life on
the Mansgrove farm, a mile north of Princeton.
His
Giles Olden lived on the original Olden farm.

and a quarter acres of land to Said Potts, upon which
two corn water-mills or grist-mills, under one roof,
and a bolting-mill were built. In 1715, Potts con

a

now owned

vania, for a mill-pond and the right to dig a raceway
therefrom ; and in April, 1714, Joseph Worth, of
whom we have above spoken, sold and conveyed six

is

at the present day,
by Mrs. Susan D. Brown.

Samuel Stockton, by the advice and with the consent
of his guardians, Thomas and Susannah Leonard,
gave a deed to Thomas Potts, a miller from Pennsyl

a

William Olden, the first settler here by that name,
built on the site of the present residence of Charles H.
His land extended from the Stony Brook to
Olden.
the old road leading from Princeton to Worth's Mills.
It embraced the land recently occupied by Job G.
"
Olden and his brother, Governor Olden, and Wood
lawn,"
Judge
time of
at
the
Field
the residence of
This tract of land is in high state of
his decease.
cultivation, and the title remains in the Olden family
"Woodlawn,"
except

John Worth,

who married Jane Giles,

sister to the wives of Joseph Worth, William Olden,
and Benjamin Clarke, but whether he ever resided at
Stony Brook, or anywhere in this region of country,

a
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we have no knowledge.
John Hornor came to Princeton from Piscataway
in 1696. He located on the property which he pur
chased in thatyear of Dr. John Gordon, which consisted

PRINCETON.
of that tract of land embraced between the road lead
ing from Queenston to the Aqueduct Mills on one
side, and the road now known as Washington Street
on the other side, and bounded on the north by the
main street of Princeton, and on the south by the
Millstone River and Stony Brook, covering about four
hundred acres, which included the farms now held by
Joseph Olden and Alexander Gray, formerly known
as the Sergeant farm and the Hamilton farm, and the
several lots on the south side of the main street which
have been built upon.
He was an enterprising man,
and by his buying, selling, and exchanging lands he
In
contributed much to the growth of the village.
1722 he was the owner of all the land on the north
*side of the main street, opposite the tract which he
had bought in 1696, and extending probably as far
west as Witherspoon Street, and as far north as the
Mansgrove farm, which Thomas Leonard had bought,

the farm now occupied by John V. Terhune.
John Hornor belonged to the Society of Friends,
and his name is entitled to be honored in the history
of Princeton College. It was he who joined with John

Stockton and Thomas Leonard in a bond fpr one thou
sand pounds to secure the planting of the college here.
He sold and conveyed ten acres of land to the college
adjoining the seven acres which had been secured to it.
He was present and assisted in laying the corner-stone.
of the college in 1754. It was he, with John Stockton
and Thomas Leonard, assisted some by Nathaniel Fitz
Randolph, who accepted the proposals of the trustees

of college

to Princeton, pro
receive ten acres of cleared

to remove that institution

vided the trustees should

land, two hundred acres of woodland, and one thou
sand pounds proclamation money ; and they complied
promptly with those conditions by securing to the
•college the land and money required.
How soon after
the year 1754 Mr. Hornor died we have no record to
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executors, in April, 1770, conveyed the homestead
farm, which was then adjoining Jonathan Baldwin,
It would thus appear prob
to Jonathan Sergeant.
able that John Hornor's homestead was on the Ser
geant farm. After the death of Samuel the survivors

of the family were gathered around what we know
This place was formerly called
now as Queenston.
Jugtown, a name given to it because the Hornor
family kept a pottery there for many years, and jugs
were manufactured.
ton.

Several

It

houses

has since been called Queens
and places of business were

erected there, such as a store, tavern, tan-yard, school,
The last of the descendants, except Rob
shops, etc.
ert E. Hornor, removed to Milwaukee before 1840,
and he became an active politician and prominent
citizen of Princeton.

He died without issue in

1844,

and none now bear the family name of Hornor in this
neighborhood.

Richard Stockton (the first settler of this name
in Princeton) was the son of Richard Stockton, of
Burlington, N. J., who was a descendant of an ancient
and highly respectable family of the town of Stockton,
in Durham, on the River Tees, which is the boundary
line between Durham and Yorkshire in England,
He, the father, emigrated with his wife and children
from England to Flushing, L. I., and thence to
New Jersey, immediately after purchasing of George
Hutchinson a tract of land containing two thousand
acres, for three hundred and twenty-five pounds, by
deed March 10, 1692. That tract of land was situated
at a place then known only by its Indian name of
An-na-nicken, sometimes spelled On-e-on-icken, in the
easterly end of the present township of Springfield,
in the county of Burlington. It was over two miles
in length and a mile in width, adjoining the southerly
boundary of the homestead farm of the ancestor of the
Newbold family.
The present road from Wrights
town to Jobstown runs through
and the tract ex
tends quite across the marl region, and includes some
of the very best land in Burlington County, in the

lived to an advanced age, and he must have been a
man of considerable wealth.
He certainly exhibited
a liberal mind when, though a Quaker, he bestowed

farms now owned by Michael E. Newbold, John and
Thomas Black, Thomas J. Warren, James C. Bullock,
David Stockton, and others. In 1815 upwards of one

his favors upon a college which was understood to be
and whose charter provided for the
Presbyterian,

thousand acres of said tract were still owned and oc
cupied by the descendants of said Richard Stockton.

Hornor, was a large landholder, not only
under the will of his father, but by deeds to himself.
In 1746 he was commissioned by Governor John
Hamilton an ensign to Capt. Henry Leonard in the

is

The mansion-house of James Shreve, deceased,
on
the site of the first house built, and occupied by Mr.
Stockton till his death, on said tract. He left
will
dated Jan. 25, 1706, admitted to probate Oct. 10,
a

" divinity" in it.
teaching of
From this progenitor there were descendants bear
ing his name through nearly five generations in
Princeton, yet very limited in number. His son,

it,

inform us. He was doubtless buried at Stony Brook
but no monument there perpetuates
burying-ground,
his name or age or marks' his grave. He must have

Samuel

1707.
He devised four hundred acres of this tract to
each of his sons, Richard and Job, and the residue of
the tract he devised to be equally divided between

expedition against Canada. In 1765 he purchased
three hundred acres of James Leonard, north of Bare
foot Brinson's mill-farm, which included the present
farm of Dr. Hodge at Kingston. He died about the
year 1770, leaving a will, with Mary Hornor, Joseph
Hornor, and Robert Stockton his executors. These

widow

a

his three sons, Richard, John, and Job.
He left
(Abigail), three sons, Richard, John, aud
Job, and five daughters, Abigail (Ridgeway), Sarah

(Jones), Mary, Hannah; and Elizabeth.

His widow

was left his executrix.

Richard Stockton (the second), who came to Prince
ton in 1696, emigrated with his father from England
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to escape the persecutions which all dissenters had ex
perienced from the restored dynasties of the Stuarts.

He
a member of the Society of Friends.
first settled in the neighborhood a little northeast of
Flushing, L. I., with his father. It was near a creek
He did
called Stony Brook, not far from Setauket.

He was

not go with his father to Burlington, but went to
Piscataway, either before or after his father removed
to Burlington, probably before, and from Piscataway
he removed directly to the neighborhood of Prince
ton, which up to that time had no name, but which
afterwards was called Stony Brook. The Indian name
Wopowog.1
of the stream of Stony Brook was
year
which he arrived
in
same
He purchased, in the
here, of Dr. John Gordon, four hundred acres of land
adjoining the tract vriiich John Hornor bought in the
same year of the same person, and this tract of Mr.
Stockton extended from Washington Street, as it is
now called, to the tract which William Olden had, in
He
that same year, purchased of Thomas Warne.
thus became the owner of all the land between the
main street of Princeton and Stony Brook, bounded
on one side by Hornor, and on the other by Olden,
land which is now occupied by the college and
seminary buildings, the Episcopal Church, Edgehill,
Main Street, Steadman Street, Canal Street, Railroad
It is impossible to ascertain
Avenue, and Prospect.
whether he resided on this tract or not, but there is
reason to believe that he did, and that his residence
" Bar
was in the old stone house now known as the
racks,"
Edgehill
in
Street, or in some house on or
near that site. He certainly did not then live on

corner of Dr. John Gordon's land on said brook; thence North North
west,and South West as said Gordon'sand Daniel Branson's lines goes
to the North corner of Thomas Warne's land on the said road; and
thence along the road one hundred and twenty-eight chains, more or
less, to the place of Beginning. Bounded West by the said Partition
line, North by land of Peter Sonmans, East and South by lands of said
Greenland,part by Millstone river and Stony brook, part by land of said
Gordon and Brunson, and part by the said road. Excepting always out
of this present grant or feoffment the full and just quantity of one
thousand and fifty acreB of land with the appurtenances (part of the
said five thousand and five hundred acres),and to be taken off and di
vided therefrom, together in one entire tract or parcel either in that
part of the said five thousandand five hundred acreBat the place of Be
ginning aforesaid,and so by the said partition line of the said provinces
of East and West Jersey, or in that part of the sameadjoining to John
convenient."
Hornor's land, asto said William Penn shall seemmeetand

The consideration was nine hundred pounds. There
appears to be an omission of one course in the above'
description.
The original Penn-Stockton deed is in
present owner of
possession of S. W. Stockton,
Morven.

It will be observed that this large tract, which was
conveyed by William Penn to Richard Stockton, is
described in the Penn deed as being "in the county
of Middlesex." This we can only explain by the
fact that when Penn received his deed for it it was in

Middlesex, because Somerset at that time had not
been set off as a new county from Middlesex ; and
in copying the deed to Stockton, the recent change
in the county must have been inadvertently over
looked.

The other tract of six thousand five hundred acres
on the southeast side of the stream of Stony Brook
the Penns sold and conveyed entire in 1737 to Garret
Schenck and John Kovenhoven, of Monmouth County.
portion of it is called Penn's Neck. The original
patent for this tract is still in the possession of the
heirs of the late John G. Schenck, of Penn's Neck, the
lineal descendant of Garret Schenck, the patentee.

the Morven property, for he did not buy that until
five years after he came to Princeton.
In the year 1701, October 20th, William Penn con
veyed to this Richard Stockton a tract of five thou
sand five hundred acres, reserving thereout ten hun
dred and fifty acres. This was that part of the Penn

A

tract which lay on tbe north side of the Stony Brook,
except what lay between the province line and Stony
Penn also owned six thousand five hundred
Brook.

among the early settlers 'in Princeton. He lived,
however, only a few years after he made these pur
His immense estate remained almost intact
chases.

acres on the southeast side of the stream. He re
ceived this land as his share in the division of the
proprietors.
The boundaries of this tract which Mr.

at the time of his death.

Stockton

purchased

are set forth in the deed as fol

lows :
" All that tract of land situate lying and being in the County of Mid
dlesex,Beginning where the road from Raritan to the Falls of Delaware
doth crossthe partition line betwixt East and West Jersey, and runneth
along the Baidline North and by West and three degreesWesterly Two
hundred and eighty chains ; Thence East one hundred and forty-five
chains; Thence East South East two hundred and five chains, more or
less,to the land of Henry Greenland; thence South East and by South,
, and East Southeast,as the said Greenland's line doth run to Millstone
River; thence up along the said river and Stony brook to the lower
1 The tradition in the Stockton family that Stony Brook was so called
by the first Richard Stockton after afltream of the same name which
was on his place on Long Island iB unfounded,becausethis streamwhs
called Stony Brook in a deed dated 1690for the Bainbridge farm, on
Stony Brook, and also in the Indian deed for a large tract in Hopewell,
dated1688,beforeStockton knew New Jersey.
^

By these large possessions of valuable land Richard
Stockton and his descendants held a prominent

place

He died in 1709, leaving a
will which bears date on the 25th day of the 4th
month of that year, and was proved August 15th,

J. Bape, surrogate,
and sealed Nov. 30, 1709.

before.

—the

probate being signed

By this will Mr. Stockton
devised to his oldest son, Richard Stockton, three
hundred acres of land adjoining the rear of John
Hornor's; to his second son, Samuel Stockton, five
hundred acres, lying on both sides of Stony Brook ;
to his third son, Joseph Stockton, two hundred acres
(Springdale farm), " lying between Benjamin Randall
(Olden),"
also three
(Randolph) and William Holding
hundred acres back of his brother Samuel's; to his
fourth son, Robert Stockton, five hundred acres, ad
joining that which is given to Samuel; to his fifth son,
John Stockton, five hundred acres, part of it his
dwelling plantation, the other part to be made up of
woodland; to his sixth son, Thomas Stockton, four
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though

at Annonicken, which had been de
vised to him by his father, and one hundred and forty
acres besides. The meadows were to be divided be

originally Quakers,
did not adhere so rigidly or so long to that society as
did the other families hereinbefore mentioned as the

tween his five oldest sons.
To his mother, Abigail,
he gave twenty shillings a year, and to his loving wife
Susanna all of his dwelling plantation until his son

No family in Princeton
first settlers at Stony Brook.
has maintained for so long a period so prominent
aud illustrious a name as the Stockton family.
It is impossible for us to state which one, if any, of
these five families may be regarded as the pioneer, or

hundred

acres,

John

becomes of age, and then half of the house and
improvements during her natural life, with all the
rest and residue of his real and personal estates, with
the use of all his negro slaves- except Dinah, which
he gave to his brother, Philip Phillips; every one of
his sons as they come of age to have one slave. He
appointed his wife Susanna his sole executrix, with

John Stockton,

Samuel Wilson, and Benjamin Clarke,
After adding a memorandum
giving to all the sons alike an estate in fee simple in
the several devises to them, the will was executed
in the presence of Thomas Leicester, Jane V. Hough
trustees of his will.

ton, Henry W. Mershone, Joseph Worth, John Kelly,
and Benjamin Clarke, as witnesses thereto.

After the death of the testator, his widow, Susanna
Stockton, the executrix, conveyed to the several de
vises additional meadow-land, and caused a survey
and a map to be made of the whole partition estate

of the testator.
This map bears date 170T%, and
was made by William Emley, and is still in existence.
The whole front on the old road, extending from the
province line beyond the Millett farm to Bayard
Avenue,

was divided

between Samuel,

Robert, and

John, —Samuel taking six hundred acres on both sides
of the Stony Brook, including what afterwards became
the Worth Mill property, but the largest part was on
the other side of the creek, including the Millett farm,
now Pursee Gulick's ; Robert taking his five hundred
acres next towards Princeton, including all as far as
to what is now known as "Morven." The homestead
of this tract has been known as " Constitution Hill."
And John, who was the father of the signer of the
declaration, took what was called in the will the home
" Morven."
stead plantation, now

It

to infer from the devise to -John
who is known to have occupied the " Mor

is reasonable

Stockton,

ven" plantation,

that the testator's homestead was
in his will he describes him

there, notwithstanding

self as

"of

Middlesex

County,"

while Morven was in

Somerset.

fact, prior to 1709 the whole of what is now in
cluded within Princeton township was in Somerset
County.
The original line of Somerset ran from In-

In

ian's Ferry (New Brunswick) to the road that runs
from that place to Cranberry Brook; thence westerly
to the Sanpinck Brook ; thence down the Sanpinck to
But in
the province line ; thence on that line, etc.

New Brunswick to Trenton,
Higgins'
house in Kingston, was made
by Jedediah
the county line. Prior to 1688 the whole of Somerset
County was included within Middlesex County, the
former having in that year been set off from the
1713 the old road from

latter.

The Stockton

family,

whether they all came at one time and under a mu
tual agreement. They all appear to have come in the
year 1696, and three of them, viz., the Clarkes, Old
and Worths, were closely related by marriage,
and they bought and built on the Warne tract, while
John Hornor and Richard Stockton, coming the same
year and from the same neighborhood with the others,
purchased of Dr. Gordon, and first settled upon that
ens,

is that they had all agreed to
come and buy and settle here before any one had yet
come. But this is only our inference from the cir

tract.

The probability

cumstances of the case, and the fact may be other
wise.
Fitz Randolph is the name of a family connected
Benjamin
with the early settlement of Princeton.

Fitz Randolph came to Princeton from Piscataway
between 1696 and 1699.
His fifth child was born in
Princeton, April 24, 1699, and all of his children born
after that date were born in Princeton. He was the
youngest son of Edward Fitz Randolph, who was from

in Old England, and who .came
Nottinghamshire,
with his parents to New England when a lad, and
lived at Barnstable, Mass.
There he married a wife
whose maiden name was Blossom.
Her parents fled
from England in time of persecution, in about 1620.
They put into Holland, and she was born there.
Edward had six children; the youngest was Benja

min, who came to Piscataway, N. J., about 1668. His
first wife was Sarah Dennis.
She died in 1732, and
was buried in Princeton.
His second wife was Mar
garet Robertson.
He had nine children by his first
viz. : Sarah, Grace, Ruth, Hope, Benjamin,
Isaac, Nathaniel, Grace (the second), and Elizabeth;
by his second wife, Mary and Margaret.
He died in
1746, aged eighty-three years and six months.
He
bought land of Richard Stockton (about one hundred
wife,

acres), embracing the ground where the college stands
and Mrs. Potter's farm, as early as about 1704 ; and
later, but before 1709, he bought of the Stockton
tract that portion then unsold between Bayard and
Witherspoon Streets, on the north side of Main Street,
which he afterwards conveyed to Thomas Leonard.
His daughter Grace married Stephen Johnes, in
1728, of Maidenhead.
They had seven children.
One of them, Sarah, married Noah Hunt.

Ruth Fitz Randolph married, first, Edward Har
and afterwards, in 1720, John
Snowden, of Philadelphia. She had two children by
Hope
her first and four by her second husband.
married Henry Davis and had seven children.
Ben
jamin, who was born in Princeton in 1699, married
rison, of Griggstown,
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Elizabeth Pridmore and had three children.
He died
in 1758. Isaac, born in 1701, in Princeton, married
He
Rebekah Seabrook, and afterwards Hannah Lee.
built a mill on the Millstone River, a short distance
above the Aqueduct Mills.
Nathaniel Fitz Randolph, the seventh child of Ben
jamin by his first wife, Sarah Dennis, was born in
1703.'
Princeton, Nov. 11,
He married Rebecca Mershone, who was two years older than himself, in 1729.
They had fourteen children.
They were all born in
Princeton except one, who was born in Maryland but
died here. His family record states that Job died in

Princeton in

1760, of smallpox, and that Elizabeth,
the youngest, was born in his brick house near Prince
ton in 1757.
Ten of the children were daughters.

The sons were Job, Samuel, John, and Nathaniel.
The last named died in infancy.
Samuel married
Amy Edwards in 1762; Eunice married Gershom
Hunt, and Sarah married Thomas Norris ; Ann mar
ried Paul Fitz Randolph ; Ruth married Christopher
Skillman

;

John

married Elizabeth Vance • Rebekah

Perrine; Rachel married Thomas
Wetherill ; Hannah married William Pangborn.
They were a very fruitful progeny, and their de
scendants multiplied rapidly.
married

James

of some prominence in
Princeton, and "his name will appear again, when we
refer to the establishment of the college in this place,
in which he took much interest. The family of Ran
dolphs in New Brunswick, to which the late United
States senator and ex-Governor of New Jersey be
Nathaniel was

a

man

longs, was related to this one, having dropped the
Fitz in their name.
We have thus presented a brief history of the early
settlement of Stony

Brook.
We have named the
six intelligent, sterling, religious families who came
here prior to the year 1700, and took up all the land
in what is now known as Princeton township, except a
small tract on the north and west of the Kingston Mills.
We have designated the several parcels of land upon
which those first settlers planted their homes. We
have traced their history down to the death of Richard
Stockton, iri 1709, and the division of his large estate
among his several sons, down to the time when the
children were beginning to take the place of their
fathers, and the number of households began to mul

tiply.

The next prominent man who came and settled in
Princeton was .
Thomas Leonard. —We are not able to state pre
cisely in what year Mr. Leonard came to reside here,
but it was probably as early as 1710. He carne from
Massachusetts, where his immediate ancestors, who
came from England, settled in 1652, and we find him,
Brook,"
with his wife Susannah, as "of Stony
con
veying by their deed, dated 1711, to Henry Prince, of
Piscataway, a merchant, two hundred acres of land
north of John Stockton's land, and adjoining other
land

of said Leonard on the north and

east.

Mr.

Leonard soon became one of the largest landholders in
this neighborhood, and he owned much land in other
counties. In 1716 he and his wife joined with Richard
Stockton (the second), in Princeton, in a deed to Rutt
Johnson, for five hundred and fifty acres along the
In 1722 he
Stony Brook and the province line.
bought of the sons of Richard Stockton the farm
known as

" Mansgrove,"

containing

one hundred and

sixty acres; that was the farm occupied for many
years by Emley Olden, now the residence of John V.
Terhune, about a mile north of Princeton. He sold
in the same year to John Van Horn six hundred and
And still later, perhaps
ten acres on the mill-stream.
about 1740, he bought of Benjamin Fitz Randolph
that large tract north of the main street of Princeton,
between Bayard and Witherspoon Streets, as far
north as Tusculum, and he also purchased of John

Hornor the land lying on the east side of Wither
spoon Street.
He was a man well educated for those
days, and possessed as much if not more public spirit
than any of his contemporaries in this community.
He was almost continually in office, some time a
presiding judge of the Common Pleas in Somerset
County, and for nearly a quarter of a century he

served as a member of the Colonial Legislature at
various sessions between 1723 and 1744 from Somer
set County.
He was a member of the eighth General
Assembly, held at Perth Amboy. His residence at
the time of his death was in thp house now kept as

Hotel, a part of the present building
having been built by him in 1756, of brick, imported
by him from Holland. It was an elegant residence.
He was an intimate friend of Judge Berrien, and
the Nassau

also of John Stockton and Richard Stockton his son,
the signer of the Declaration.
When he entered
public life he bore the military title of colonel.
He
was one of the original corporators named in the
charter of Princeton College, and was influential in
securing the location of that institution in Princeton.

The Borough of Princeton.— This is situated
nearly in the centre of the township, on an eleva
tion two hundred and twenty-one feet above the
ocean, and almost as high as the Rocky Hill Moun
tain. It stands on the first highland which separates

the alluvial plain of South Jersey from the moun
tainous and hilly country of the north.
There is a
gentle depression between it and the mountain, and a
gradual descent on every side of it towards the
streams that nearly encircle it.
The views from
Princeton are almost equal to those from the summit

of Rocky Hill, though less extensive northward.
The population of the borough does not increase
rapidly.
The last census, taken in 1880, when the

students were absent and not counted, returned the
number of three thousand two hundred and nine.
The number of students and others connected with
the institution who remain here a few years and then
go elsewhere is about seven hundred.

Princeton is nearly midway

between

New York
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and Philadelphia, — forty-five miles from New York
It is ten miles from
and forty from Philadelphia.
Trenton by the turnpike.
It is three miles west of
Kingston and sixteen from New Brunswick. It is

scientific, and theological pursuits, and for endowing
professorships in educational institutions.
Here have
been planted and nourished
those two venerable

six miles from Lawrenceville on the old road to
Trenton.
The name of Princeton is not as old as that of
Stony Brook, for previous to the year 1724 the whole
settlement in this vicinity was designated in deeds
and correspondence as " Stony Brook." Nathaniel

Church,
Seminary of the Presbyterian
stronghold of Presbyterianism as well
it
the
making
as of science and letters.
Such a place, though not

Fitz Randolph,

a native of this place, born in 1703,
made an entry in his family journal under date of
Dec. 28, 1758, as follows, viz. : " Princeton first

at the raising of the first house built there by James
Whitehead
Leonard the first
Leonard, a.d. 1724.
child born in Princeton, 1725." Tradition confirms
the registry of Mr. Fitz Randolph ; and there is
another entry in said journal immediately preceding
this one in relation to the college and the laying of
the corner-stone

thereof, with other incidents which
are amply confirmed in the history of the college.
There is a very general belief among our citizens
that Princeton has a flavor of royalty about its name,
and that it v*as given in honor of William Prince of
Orange, a prince whose memory was cherished with
affection by hosts of men who had been persecuted
in Great Britain and on the continent of Europe, not
a few of whom had taken refuge in this country and
in this neighborhood.

But it is quite

if

not more so, that the
name is traceable to Kingston, a village a few miles
east of Princeton. Kingston is probably an older vil
lage by name than Princeton, and the idea of royal
as probable,

affinities seems to have been kept alive in the people
in designating the names of several adjoining places.

Thus we have, first, Kingston ; next, Queenston ;
then Princeton, and last, Princessville, on the road
It is quite probable that
from Kingston to Trenton.
Kingston because
names
was
called
the first of these
it was situated on the road called the king's high
way, though it may have been so named directly in
honor of England, then the mother-country.
Princeton, being central in the State, and on the
of the highlands between the hilly
southernmost
countries of the extreme north and the alluvial plain
of the south, has, as we have seen, a salubrious cli
It is not, in any
mate and a medium temperature.

proper
amount

sense,

a

business

place.

There

is a large

of capital invested here, but not in manu

There is nothing here
factures, trade, or commerce.
to invite the manufacturer, but much to repel him.
It is pre-eminently an educational town, and has
been such for more than one hundred and thirty
years ; and this feature gives it its peculiar charm.
Far distant be the day when the pure, bright atmos
phere of Princeton shall be darkened and tainted with
the smoky, dirty exhalations of a manufacturing city.
Millions of dollars have been expended herein the
erection

of handsome public buildings, for literary,

institutions,
Theological

the

College

of New Jersey and the

inviting to the speculating capitalist, is nevertheless
to wealthy families who have children to
educate, and to persons of literary taste and religious
sentiments, which may be gratified in the libraries,
lecture-rooms, and society of Princeton.
Princeton is especially attractive in the summer
attractive

and autumnal months, when it is embowered in its
rich green foliage. It is then clothed with uncom
mon beauty.
Its shady streets, its extensive and
finely-kept lawns, its rich and rare variety of trees,

of them over a hundred years old, its hand
some residences, with grounds beautified by flowers,
walks, and hedges. All those, in addition to the nu
merous large, unique, and beautiful public buildings
and churches, pertaining to letters, science, and re
ligion, with the higher attractions of libraries and lit
erary society, and of educational.and religious advan
some,

cannot fail to make it a peculiarly interesting
and attractive place, especially for those families who
seek health and repose for themselves or education
for their children.
tages,

There is also much of historic interest associated
with Princeton, calculated to excite some local pride
in its name. It was here that two of the signers of
the Declaration of Independence, Richard Stockton

John Witherspoon, resided. It was here on this
battle-field that the tide of war in the early period of
the Revolution was turned and gave hope to the coun
try. Here the Council of Safety held its sessions ;
and

here the first Legislature under the State Constitu
tion met and organized a State government, elected a
Governor, adopted the great seal of New Jersey in
and appropriate laws.
1776, and enacted important

Here the Continental Congress sat for a season, and
legislated in the college library, and closed their ses
sion amid festive rejoicings

of

over the announcement

peace.

These events, with the long line of illustrious men
who have lived here, and who have shed a halo of
glory in war and in peace, in politics, in law, and in
theology, in science and in literature, and most of
whom lie buried in the Princeton cemetery, may
claim without presumption a prominent place in his
tory.

Princeton became incorporated as a borough while
it was yet a small village.
The charter bears date
It was asked for because the town
Feb. 11, 1813.
lay in two counties ; the line between Somerset and
Middlesex, following the old road, ran through the
middle of the town, and caused some embarrassment
in preserving the good order of the village.
But the
reason more distinctively alleged in the preamble to
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" the interest of those institutions of
same."
learning and piety established within the
place
good
order of the
was affected by the
The
presence of the students, aud some special legislation
The
and police force became at times a necessity.

the charter was

boundaries were nearly the same as they are at the
present time.
The charter provided for a mayor, re
corder, and three aldermen, all having the powers of

a justice of the peace, ex-officio, and six assistants to
be elected by the people yearly.
By a supplement in
the year 1814 the jails of the two counties were al
lowed to be used for offenders in the respective
counties.

In

1822

jurisdiction

was renewed, the territorial
little enlarged, embracing the same area

the charter
a

which the present charter contains, and exclusive
jurisdiction was conferred on Council on the subject
of the license and sale of liquors, and power to raise
by tax such sum of money yearly as the Common
Council might think necessary for the exigencies of
the borough.

This charter was extended from time to time, and
were added conferring power to open
streets, and gradually making all the officers elective
The council chamber, or town
by the inhabitants.
house, as it was called, with a jail, was built in the
middle of the main street, at the end of the marketamendments

house, opposite where Mercer Hall now stands. In
the earlier days of the borough the best citizens of
the town took an interest in the borough affairs, and
not only attended the elections, but bore their part
in the administration of the offices.
Full minutes of the proceedings of the Council
have been preserved since the year 1817.
The polllist of the election of that year is recorded, and con
tains the names of seventy-seven voters ; among them
are the names of the professors of the college and
seminary and other leading citizens of the place.
In 1873 a new revised charter was adopted. The
same boundaries are retained.
The corporate name
was changed to " The Mayor and Council of the Bor
ough of Princeton." All the officers are elected by
the people except the marshal, surveyor, and solici
tor. These are appointed by Council.
The mayor
is elected fqr two years, and councilmen also, in
classes of four each year.
The salary of the mayor is
fixed by Council, but must not exceed three hundred
dollars a year. The Council have the right to raise
money by tax without a vote of the people, but not a
larger sum than five thousand dollars at one time, and

no debt beyond five thousand dollars can be lawfully
contracted by Council.
A larger sum may be raised
upon
people
of
the
by a vote
advertising the object.
This charter contains ample powers for city im
provements, as well as for police purposes.
The borough jail is a small stone building in Hull
fish Street.
The streets are thirty and upwards in number.
They are under the supervision of a street commis

sioner, appointed by Council, and he has the support
a committee of Council on streets.
The Fire Department. — There was a perma
nent organization
of a fire company in Princeton

of

It was well maintained for
11, 1788.
more than thirty years. The best men in the town
belonged to the company.
Among its original mem
formed Jan.

bers were such men as Enos Kelsey, James Hamil
Stryker, Stephen Morford, James
ton, Christopher
S. Smith, Robert Stockton, John
Wiggins, John Little, Andrew Md
Mackin, and very soon after its formation Dr. Walto
Minto, Dr. Ebenezer Stockton, Daniel Agnew, John
McClellan, John Morgan, Thomas P. Johnson, Rich
ard Stockton, Josiah Skelton, Col. Erkuries Beatty,
Dr. Ferguson, John N. Simpson, Joseph Olden, Dr.
Van Cleve, Job Stockton, Andrew Hunter, William
Napton, John S. Wilson, John Passage, John Joline,
Samuel Bayard, Perez Rowley, Ralph Sansbury, Peter
George Follet, James S.
Bogart, John Maclean,
R. Hamilton, Charles Steadman,
Green, Samuel
Thomas White, and many others.
These prominent
men were not only enrolled members, but were at
tending active members, sharing in th# duties and
offices of the company.
In the years 1825 and 1833 there were distinct
fire companies incorporated, with a capital of one
thousand dollars each. There was in college before
1788 a fire company of students organized, with an
Moore,

Samuel

Beatty,

Thomas

engine and apparatus to extinguish

fires.

Under the revised charter a fire department has
been created by Council, and one hook-and-ladder and
two fire-engine companies have been well equipped
and furnished with houses and fire-bells.
Cisterns
have been built throughout the town, and the mem
bers of the fire companies are exempt by law from
military and jury duty. The chief engineer is ap
pointed by Council. Water is now being introduced
into the town by the water company.
Post-Ofeice and Mails.— We cannot state when
a post-office was first established at Princeton. There
was one at Trenton as early as 1734, and for many
years after that letters addressed to persons living at
Princeton,
Kingston, Rocky Hill, Hopewell, and
Maidenhead were sent to the post-office at Trenton.
In 1791 it is stated that there were then only six postoffices in New Jersey, viz. : at Newark, Elizabethtown,
Bridgetown (now Rahway), Brunswick, Princeton, and
Trenton.
From 1720 to 1754 the post was carried from
New York to Philadelphia through Princeton once

every week in summer, and once in two weeks in win
ter. Then Dr. Franklin became superintendent of the
post-office system, and the post left each city
three
times a week, and in 1764 it began to run every other
day, making the trip in twenty-four hours, till the

Revolution interfered with its regularity.
The presence of the institutions of learning gives
peculiar importance to such an office in
Princeton.
The salary of the postmaster now amounts to about

PRINCETON.
dollars a year. There have been two
mails daily, both north and south, for the last fifty
years, and at the present time there are daily four
northward and four«southward, except Sundays.
two thousand

Maj. Stephen

many years.

Morford kept

the

post-office

for

At

his death he was succeeded by his
daughter, Miss Fanny Morford, then followed John
A. Perrine, Robert E. Hornor, Dr. A. J. Berry, Abram
Stryker, William
Robinson,

Isaac

R. Murphy, Robert Clow, John T.
Ebenezer W. Wright, and

Baker,

William C. Van Dewater, the present incumbent.
The telegraph-office was first opened in Princeton
in the year 1863.
,
The Princeton Gas-light Company was incor
porated in 1849. The corporators were John F. Hage
man, Peter V. De Graw, Alpheus C. Dunn, Isaac
Baker, and John T. Robinson, with-a capital of twentyfive thousand dollars.
The company organized with
Richard S. Field, president.
The works were con
structed by Messrs. Hoey, Potts, and Perdicaris, of
Trenton, on a lot of land purchased of James Van
Deventer from the old Wiggins parsonage property in
Witherspoon Street. The company is managed by
five directors with a treasurer and superintendent.
The capital and works have since been enlarged, and
the consumption of gas has so increased as to reduce
the price to a reasonable rate and afford dividends.
The Princeton Banks. — In 1834 a charter to in
corporate "The President, Directors, and Company of
Bank" was obtained with a capital of
the Princeton
ninety thousand dollars, paid in for the term of twenty
years. Corporators were Robert Voorhees, William
Cruser, William Gulick, Robert Bayles, John Gulick,
Abram Cruser, and John S. Van Dike. The presi
dent was Robert Voorhees, and the cashier Louis P.
In 1838 Mr. Voorhees died, and R. S. Field
Smith.
Cashier Smith
was elected in his place as president.
resigned as cashier in 1851, and George T. Olmsted
was appointed in his place. The bulk of the stock
was owned by the directors and officers and their per
sonal friends.
The stock maintained its value only
little below par, and dividends were paid till the char
ter expired in 1855, when the stockholders were in
formed by the directors that the capital was all lost,
and the assets were only enough to redeem its out
standing circulation of bills.
In 1854 a new bank was organized

under the gen

eral banking law of the State, with the same officers
and directors as had charge of the old bank, and in
1855 this association received a special charter from
the Legislature, under which it carried on its business
for eight or ten years. It became a national bank and
assumed the name of

The Princeton National Bank, with a capital of one
hundred thousand dollars; now has its-banking-office
in the beautiful rooms in the east end of the Univer
president ; S. Thomp
sity Hotel, with Edward Howe,

son Seger, cashier ; and John S. Stout, teller.
in good repute, and pays good dividends.

It

is
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The Princeton Savings-Bank

and organized with Joseph

was chartered in 1873,

H.

Bruere, president, and
Crowell Marsh, treasurer, with a board of directors,
and is now in operation, with its banking-house in
the Burke building.

The Princeton Mutual Fire Insurance Company
in 1865, and has continued in busi
ness since "that time.
Henry D. Johnson, its first

was incorporated

president, was succeeded upon his death in 1878 by
Andrew L. Rowland, and George O. Vanderbilt is
secretary, and William D. Jewell treasurer.

Lumber and Improvement
in 1868 as a joint-stock
company.
Its office and centre of business was at the
Princeton Basin. Its business was chiefly traffic in
coal, lumber, building material, and fertilizers. John
W. Fielder, president. It carried on a large business

The Princeton

Company

was

incorporated

for several years.

The Robbins Wood-Preserving Company, New
Jersey, was incorporated in 1868 as a joint-stock com^
pany, with a capital of one hundred and twenty
thousand dollars.
It originated in Princeton, under
the Robbins patent. Its works were constructed at the
Princeton Basin. It met with several disasters. Mar
tin Voorhees was the leading man and officer in the
company, and his life was sacrificed by an explosion
of gas in the prosecution of the enterprise at Brook
lyn, N. Y.
The New Jersey Ironclad Roofing, Paint,
and Mastic Company was incorporated by special

charter in 1868, with a capital of twenty-five thousand
dollars, for manufacturing ironclad roofing and paints,
and organized a company at the Princeton Basin,
where the work was carried on.
>

Military

Companies. — A military company of
always been maintained in
Princeton.
As early as 1743, Governor Lewis Morris
commissioned William Fish, Esq., captain of a com
" Princetown in a Somerset
pany for
County regi
ment" of foot
militia. An infantry company was or
ganized in 1796, which continued until abmit 1820.
A new company was organized in 1824 to serve in the
reception of Gen. Lafayette, and was known as the
some kind has almost

Blues,"
" Princeton
commanded by Capt. John
Lowrey.
This company continued for upwards of
twenty-five years with a good reputation.
During
the civil war new companies, both infantry and lighthorse, were formed, and the only one now surviving
"Continentals,"
is that of the
formed in 1876 for
centennial

L.

celebration, under command

of Capt. A.

Green.

Princeton Water Company. — There was a
special charter granted to such a company in 1872,
but nothing was done under it ; but a company has
recently been organized under the general law of the
State to introduce water into the town from the
Stony Brook meadows by the use of wells.
This is a
stock company, with a paid-up capital of about
seventy thousand dollars.

The stock has been taken
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A lodge bearing the
very early period in its history.
It
name of St. John was instituted as early as 1763.
became extinct, and a warrant for a new one was is
sued upon the petition of Thomas P. Johnson and
others, which was organized in the early part of the
present century as " Princeton Lodge, No. 30." This
lodge failing after a few years to respond to the Grand
Lodge of New Jersey, was for such neglect stricken
from the list of lodges, and also became extinct.
A third lodge was chartered in 1856, known as
Princeton Lodge, No. 38. This lodge, now a quar
ter of a century old, is said to number seventy-five
members. The lodge-room is in Mercer Hall build

ing on Nassau Street.
Inns and Inn-keepers. — The public inn often be
comes,

mark

from age and association, an interesting

in local history.

land

The history of Princeton

from the first rude structure raised by the first
settlers down to the present magnificent University
Hotel, would make an interesting little volume. It

•hotels,

would carry us back to colonial times before the war,
and bring us through the exciting scenes of the
Revolutionary period, while the provincial and State
Legislatures and the American Congress were sitting

here. It would describe the days of stage-coaches,
when the constant arrival and departure of passen
gers by day and night kept the whole village astir.
And then there would be the character and history of
some of the landlords, so widely known in their day
for their wit and humor, and always ready to tell a
good story and sing a good song. But scanty are the

records which perpetuate the history of the stranger's
We meet the names of tavern signs, such
" Washington
" Hudibras," " Confederation,"
as
home.

House," " College Hotel," " Red Lion," "
City Ho
Hotel,"
House,"
tel,"
and the "Mansion
"Nassau
except
the
Nassau
Hotel.
none of which now exist
The names of Jacob Hyer, John Gifford, George Follet, and John Joline stand out as prominent and
historic

landlords,

and these have passed into

the

history of Princeton.
We are not able to give the date of the first licensed
tavern in Princeton. It was about the year 1750

appear as inn-keepers,

the latter in 1826.
certain that Col. Jacob Hyer kept the South
Side house, opposite the market, during the Revolu
" Hudibras" Hotel
tionary war, and known as the
when he first took
and that Follet afterwards kept
with the sign of the "Red Lion." It
also cer

It is

is

Board of Health. — There is a regularly consti
tuted board of health organized in Princeton.
The Order of Masons. — The Masonic order has
not been without representation in Princeton from a

tain that John Gifford kept the College House, now
Nassau Hotel, and that he was succeeded by John
Joline, the two covering nearly fifty consecutive years.
Col. Jacob Hyer was the most prominent inn-keeper
in Princeton before and during the Revolutionary
war. He was an active citizen. His name frequently
appears in the minutes of the Council of Safety, while
sitting in Princeton, as helping the cause of independ
ence.
He was
man of responsibility, and yet of
generosity.
popular man, and mucn re
He was
spected by his fellow-citizens, including the
Quakers,
and often became bail for his neighbors when they

were arrested for not taking the oath of abjuration
and allegiance.
George Follet was an Englishman, widely known
as an excellent landlord.
He came to Princeton in
or about the year 1812, and took the tavern on the

corner of Nassau Street and College Lane, formerly
kept by Col. Hyer, but by John
Joline the two pre
ceding years. As was his custom, he put up the sign
of the "Red Lion."
good caterer, and
He was
knew how to please his guests. The first town-meet
a

and the water will be supplied before another year. It
is a grand enterprise for Princeton and its institutions.

Philadelphia, spent a Sabbath at Princeton. In his
"
diary he says, August 27, 1774. About 12 o'clock
we arrived at the tavern in Princeton which holds
' Hudibras,'
near Nassau Hall Col
out the sign of
lege.
The tavern-keeper's name is Hire" (Hyer).
This house was afterwards known as the Red Lion,
and lastly as^the City Hotel by the market.
After the Revolutionary war, among a large number
of inn-keepers in Princeton, we find the following
names of persons licensed, and the years when we
first find them in the business, viz. : Christopher
Beekman, prior to 1781 ; Jacob G. Bergen, 1788 ; John
Lane, 1788; Adam Shaw, 1789; David Hamilton,
1793; Joseph Crane, 1796; Capt. William Jones,
1797 ; Josias Ferguson, 1798 ; David Godwin, 1798 ;
John Gifford, 1800; Christopher H. Stryker, 1803;
Jacob C. Ten Eyck, 1804; Mrs. Ruth Stryker, 1806;
John Joline, 1810 ; Perez Rowley, 1810 ; George
Follet, 1812. After this the names of Gilbert Taylor,
Aaron Bergen, Samuel Pollock, Levi Howell, John
Napton, Zebulon Morford, and Joseph J. Thompson

it,

where experiments have
engineers, who have cer
tified to a full supply of pure water in a sand lake of
several miles' extent, about ten feet below the surface
of an impervious clay soil. The pipes are being laid,

a

of meadow-land of Charles H. Olden, on Stony Brook,
south of Princeton Basin,
been made by experienced

"

John

at
Stockton met the notorious Tom Bell
Princeton,"
a tavern in
and addressed him as the
Rev. Mr. Rowland, mistaking him for the latter on
account of personal resemblancp, which had a re
markable sequel in the legal courts of the State.
In 1774, John Adams, on his way to Congress at
when

a

chiefly by the college, the University Hotel, and the
Theological
ten
Seminary, the latter subscribing
thousand dollars, and the citizens about fifteen thou
The company has purchased forty acres
sand dollars.

it
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ing to elect officers under the borough charter, in 1813,
was held at his house. He subsequently kept the City
Hotel, in Albany Street, New Brunswick. Mr. Joseph
J. Thompson, who had kept the City Tavern in Tren-
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ton, took this house in 1826 as the successor of ZebuIon Morford. He fitted up the house in good style,
and called it the City Hotel. After he left it it was
occupied by numerous persons from year to year until

the north side of the street, then used for a hotel, was
kept over fifty years ago by
Treblecock, and before
him by Ager Thorn and others. It has disappeared,
and a hotel was kept for a few years there on the cor

was torn down to give place to college improve

ner of Nassau and Harrison Streets by Capt. Bergen
and others, but none is kept there now.
The licensing of hotels has been conferred upon
the Common Council since the borough was incor

it

ments.

John Gifford was a son of Archer Gifford, a noted
hotel-keeper in Newark, N. J. He came to Princeton

prior to the year 1800, and kept the Nassau Hotel
from twelve to fifteen years. He was an intelligent
andrespectablecitizen,and
raised a respectable family.
One of his daughters married a son of Thomas P.
Johnson, the distinguished lawyer of Princeton ;
another married the brilliant lawyer, William W. Mil
ler, brother of the late United States Senator Miller,
of New Jersey. Archer Gifford, a prominent lawyer

of Newark, now deceased, was his son ; and his oldest
daughter, Mary Gifford, recently died in Newark,
leaving, it is said, some gift to the college in this
place.

Mr. Gifford removed with his family to New
ark when he gave up the hotel.
John Joline kept the Hudibras House from 1810 to
1812, and then took charge of the Nassau Hotel, and
kept it from 1812 to 1835-36. He had the college
painted on the sign after he took possession of the
house. He was one of the most notable of all the
He was jovial and obliging ; he set a good
landlords.
table, kept good horses, and was a favorite with the
students, giving them clandestine suppers and sleighrides.

The public travel

through

Princeton grew into
an immense business while Mr. Joline kept the
Nassau Hotel, and he became interested in the stage
lines. As many as fifteen stages together would start

from his house each way at the same time. A hun
dred horses would stand waiting to take the place of
the wearied ones as they arrived. There were several
competing lines of stages on the road. The business
Like his predecessor,
was brisk and remunerative.
Mr. Gifford, he raised and educated a large family of
His son, Dr.
Van Dyke
sons and daughters.

J.

Joline, kept the same house for several years, and
removed from Princeton to Trenton, where he kept
" American" for many years. He obtained much
the
of the reputation of his father as a good landlord.
John Joline died in Princeton in 1835 or 1836. The
house was subsequently kept by Daniel Brown, Abram
C. Schanck, Dr. J. V. D. Joline, and others.
The Mansion House, adjoining the Nassau Hotel,
It was a
was built by Elijah Blackwell in 1836.
three-story brick house, commodious and, sometimes,
well kept. It ceased to be a public inn in 1873.
It was kept several years by John De Graw, Adam
Danbury, and others.
The Eagle Hotel is a small licensed inn in Wither
years'
spoon Street of ten
standing, and kept by
O'Brien.

In former years there was a hotel kept at Queens
The old building on
ton, the east end of Princeton.

porated.

The Nassau Hotel is the only one of the ancient
This house was built
taverns that is still maintained.
some years before the Revolutionary war by Judge
Thomas Leonard for his own private residence, and
was regarded when first built as the finest house in
Princeton.
It has been enlarged since, and has passed
through many hands since it was converted into a
It is now owned by Leigh & Cook, and kept
hotel.

it

under their supervision.
well kept.

It

is well furnished

and

The earliest hotel, and probably the one which was
as the Washington
House in the Revolution,
was the old brick stuccoed hotfse now owned and
occupied by Streeper Waite, in Nassau Street.
The University Hotel was built by a joint-stock
" Prince
company chartered March 11, 1874, as the
Company."
ton Hotel
It has five directors. The
principal stock was taken by friends of the college in
New York. The situation is on the corner of Nassau
Street and Railroad Avenue, a very eligible one as to

known

the depot, the college, the seminary, the centre and
west end of the town.
The house is an elegant one,
built of red pressed brick with brownstone trimmings,

in the order of architecture called the Victoria Gothic.
It extends one hundred and forty-two feet, fronting
on Nassau Street, and about the same distance on

Railroad Avenue, with a broad piazza along the whole

front, except the east end, which is occupied by the
bank, and also along the length of the wing on the
avenue. The main entrance is on Nassau Street.
There is also a convenient one on the avenue. The
style of interior finish of the whole building is Eastlake, and the furniture and upholstery are of the best
quality and style in harmony with it. The parlors,
dining-rooms,
office, smoking-room,
billiard-room,
ball- and concert-room, on the first floor, are finished
and furnished in exquisite taste and are ample in size,
impressing every one who enters the house with the
luxurious comfort and elegance of the establishment.
There is an air of neatness and refinement perceptible
upon entering the house. The rooms on the upper
stories are equally attractive in their furniture and
convenience.
There are about one hundred of them,
and fifteen are parlors connecting with sleeping apart
ments. The building is four stories high, with a base
ment, and is heated with steam and lighted with gas.
The rear end along Railroad Avenue was originally
adapted to the use of students, having a large separate
dining-room which can seat five hundred persons, and
in the upper stories there are beautiful rooms for
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but employ

superintendent

it

company do not rent
for them.
to conduct

a

it,

admirably adapted for summer boarders, when the
town is quiet and shady, or for winter residence, when
the institutions are in session. It is well patronized.
It went into operation in 1876. The managers of the

" Whoe'er has traveled life's dull round,
Where'er his stagesmay have been,
May sigh to think he still has found
His warmestwelcomeat an inn." —Shenstone.

Churches,— The early settlers in
Princeton
did not keep their religion in the background.
Be
longing to the Society of Friends, as we have shown,
their place of worship claims greater antiquity than
that of any other denomination of Christians estab
lished here. We notice them all briefly in order.
The Quaker Meeting-House at Stony Brook,
hoary with age, seems to have outlived the society
which established it. The fathers who built
and
planted their families around
connecting with

a

it

it,

it

The

for their children, and a burial-place
for themselves and their descendants, now, after half
representative
dozen generations, have scarcely
The old
among the living in the neighborhood.
a

a

school-house

if

is

is

closed. The meeting-house
school-house
seldom
ever opened for worship, and there are but few new

1,

a

a

a

it

is

a

a

The fact that it is not a licensed hotel enables the
managers to protect it from the presence of objection
It seems to be, as it now
able guests and visitors.
stands, the perfection of a first-class public-house.
The building stands back from Nassau Street about
fifty feet, with ground in beautiful sward, inclosed
with a growing hedge and a neat iron fence. It is

it

is free from the flavor of a bar-room.
The halls and
parlors are free from the presence of the intemperate
and the baser sort of men. It is orderly and quiet.

which was at that time erected on the site of the
original one. Before the first building was erected
the families of the society in the neighborhood wor
shiped together in their private dwellings.
This place of worship
over one hundred and
seventy years old, probably older than the Presbyte
rian Church at Maidenhead, though the grant of land
to that congregation antedates the deed for this Stony
Brook meeting-house lot about ten years. The house
small, and in its interior
resembles an ancient
country school-room more than
house of worship.
But
historic.
It was the only place of public
worship in Princeton prior to the building of the col
lege in 1757, and the school oil the same ground was
probably the only school in the neighborhood before
that date.
It was the centre of large geographical
circuit of Quaker population, no other such place
of worship being nearer to
than Trenton. It was

it

but there is no tippling, no treating and waiting to be
treated with intoxicating drinks, no tipplers or drunk
ards lounging in or about the house. The atmosphere

which meetings for worship and church business were
till the year 1760, when, being too small and out
gave place to the present stone building,
of repair,
held

at this place where Washington's
army, retreating
from Trenton, halted, while Mercer made his flank
movement upon the British regiments on their march
to Trenton by the Lawrenceville road. It was in,
sight of this place that the battle of
Princeton was
fought, and the house in which Gen. Mercer died was
few hundred yards distant from it. It and
only

Worth's Mills are old landmarks which have sur
vived the families that built them, and the genera

tions that cherished and supported them.
Among
the descendants of the ancient Quaker
families of
Stony Brook who adhere strictly to worship of the
Friends we know of but one in the neighborhood.
The old men and women, who were accustomed to
conform to the rules of worship and habits of
life pre
scribed by their society, have disappeared.
Their
distinctive costume
very rarely seen in our streets
or public assemblies.
Their children and descend
ants, though few in number, have
is

under the license laws of the State. It has no bar
Guests of the house may
where liquors are retailed.
obtain wines and liquors at their meals if they wish
them to drink, as they would do in their own homes,

it

one peculiarity about this house which is rare. It is
not strictly a public inn ; it is not a licensed house,
nor does it stand upon the grade of temperance hotels

and for

Friends.

a

the imposing and costly public buildings of the in
It was built at a cost of about one hun
stitutions.
dred thousand dollars, and it is understood that Mr.
Libbey holds the great bulk of the stock. There is

burying-ground for the Society of
This was about twelve years after the set
tlement at Stony Brook by the families of Clarke,
Olden, Worth, Hornor, and Stockton, all of whom
This lot of
were reputed to belong to that society.
land so set apart still remains held for the purposes
for which
was dedicated by the grantor.
In the
latter part of the summer of 1709
small frame build
ing was erected on said lot for
meeting-house, in
on

it,

Too much cannot be said in praise of this beautiful
It is the pride of Princeton,
and magnificent hotel.
the attraction of visitors, and it is in harmony with

nine acres and sixty hundredths of an acre of land,
on the northeasterly side of Stony Brook, to Richard
Stockton and others in trust to build a meeting-house

it

is found here.

graves made in the old burying-ground which belongs
to it.
June
1709, Benjamin Clarke conveyed by deed

is

The cooking and the laundry are worked
The Princeton National Bank and
by steam-power.
the telegraph-office are in the building, and every
convenience which belongs to the first-class city hotel

a

lodging.

is
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gradually with

drawn or been cut off from the society, and joined
the
Presbyterian or Episcopal Churches.
The society at
Stony Brook adhered to the Orthodox
school and
never sympathized with the Hicksites.

PRINCETON.
The Presbyterian

Church. — The Presbyterian

element in Princeton was of very gradual growth for
neariy half a century after the Quaker Church was
built at Stony Brook. There was a Presbyterian

Church built at Maidenhead (Lawrenceville) a short
time after the Quaker meeting-house at Stony Brook
was built, and there was one also at Kingston at or
Presbyterian
before 1730.
families of Princeton
attached themselves to one or the other of these
Kingston, being nearer to Princeton than
churches.
Lawrenceville, was the place where the Presbyterian
families generally attended.
But as the town grew
in population and Presbyterianism gained the ascend
ency, it began to be felt a burden for so many people
to ride three or four miles to church

every Sabbath,
and a movement was made to have public worship in
the village occasionally, if not permanently.
The earliest agitation in the Presbytery of New

Brunswick foreshadowing a movement for a Presby
terian Church in Princeton arose on the 3d day of
Upon an application in behalf of
September, 1751.
congregation
of Kingston for supplies, some
the

" that

the supplies granted should be
Princetown."
equally divided between Kingstown and
The subject was laid over till the next day, when the
member moved

following minute was adopted, viz. :
" The Presbytery taking into consideration the case
of Kingstown and Princetown, do judge it not expe
dient that there be two places of meeting upon the
Sabbath, but do recominend it to those that supply
them, that they preach a lecture at Princetown
can."

if they

No meeting of Presbytery had ever been held in
Princeton until December, 1751, when a pro re nata
meeting was held for the purpose of addressing their
letter to the British government in favor of Governor
Belcher.

When it became fixed that the College of New
Jersey was to be permanently located in Princeton,
the church movement received more favor in Presby
tery. In a meeting of that body held at Maidenhead,
May 27, 1753, application in behalf of Princeton was

" for supplies and for liberty to build a meeting
made
house." On the 29th of that month the result was
expressed in the following minute: "The affair of
Princeton being considered, the Presbytery do grant
liberty to the people of said town to build a meeting
supplies."
house, and also conclude to allow them
The Rev. Mr. Davenport and the Rev. Mr. Ken
nedy were directed to supply Princeton with preach

ing for three Sabbaths.

From this time Princeton

became an ecclesiastical place, and the Presbytery
held its meetings here more frequently than in any
other place.
Although in 1755 leave had been given to the
people of Princeton to build a church, no definite
step for executing the work was taken before 1762.
The college, old Nassau Hall, which was erected
chapel nearly forty
and fit for use in 1757, contained a
40
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feet square, with a gallery and organ. In this chapel
public worship was held on the Sabbath, in which
families residing in and near the village united with
President Burr and the seventy students who came
with him to college. Pews in the chapel were rented
to families of the town.
These Sabbath assemblies,
congregated in the college chapel for worship, at
tending upon the ministry of the early presidents,

Burr, Edwards, Davies, and Finley, constituted the
germ of the Princeton Church.
It was a rare privi
lege to sit under the preaching of those extraordinary
men.

The Rev. Aaron Burr, the first president of the col
lege after its removal to Princeton,
was the first
preacher who was required to preach in the chapel to
the students and the families of the village statedly
on every Sabbath.
His ministry was short. He
came here with his students in November, 1756, and
died Sept. 24, 1757. He had been preaching here but
a few months when a remarkable revival of religion
occurred, both in the college, and in the town.
It is

graphically described in a letter written by the Rev.
William Tennent to Dr. Finley, under date of Feb.
College"
"
27, 1757, published in the
and else
Log
where.

The Rev. Jonathan Edwards, the great metaphysi
cian and theologian of the age, was elected to fill the
place made vacant by the death of President Burr.
He came . to Princeton in February, 1758. He
preached a few times with great power, and died in
March of that year, greatly lamented by the church
and by all the schools of learning.
The Rev. Samuel Davies succeeded the great Presi
dent Edwards in July, 1759.
He was in the front

rank of pulpit orators. It was the privilege of the
people of Princeton to sit under the preaching of
President Davies for a year and a half.
He died on
Feb. 4, 1761.

The Rev. Samuel Finley, the successor of presi
dent Davies, was installed president of the college in
September, 1761, and preached to a mixed congrega
tion of students and citizens in the chapel, as his pre
decessors
had done. But the prosperity of the col
lege and the growth of the village inspired a renewed
effort to build a church both for preaching and for
college uses on commencement occasions. To accom

plish this object a subscription

paper was circulated

to raise funds.

The original subscription is in the handwriting of
Richard Stockton, afterwards signer of the Declara
tion of Independence, dated 20th of January, 1762,
promising money to Rev. Mr. Samuel Finley, presi
dent of the college, for building a Presbyterian Church
in Princeton.
The names of the subscribers with the number of

pounds given by each are as follows : Richard
Stock
ton, one acre of land to set the church on ; Ezekiel
Forman, £50 ; Derrick Longstreet, £50 ; Job Stock
ton, £25; Newell Forman, £20; Jacob Scudder, £20;
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Nathan Forman, £10; Thomas Van Dike, £3; Jon
athan Baldwin, £20 ;•Samuel Hornor, £10 ; Jonathan
£10 ; Thomas
Sergeant, £10 ; Richard Patterson,
Wiggins, £10 ; Patrick Barber, £5 ; Samuel Brunson,
£5 ; Stephen Truesdell, £6 ; Gilbert Gaw, £3 ; Thomas
Randolph, £10; William Hammell, £6; William
Whitehead, £20 ; Isaac Van Dike, £15 ; John Schenck,
£15 ; Paul Randolph, £3 ; Wilson Hunt, £3.

An

agreement was made between the college and
congregation
in 1762, stipulating that the church
the
could be built on land of the college, and that the
college should advance a loan of seven hundred pounds
to aid in building the church, and that college should
have certain privileges, — the use of a portion of the
gallery for the students and the church for commence
ment.

The church edifice was probably commenced in
lot where the present church stands. It

1762, on the

was not ready for use till the year 1766, a few months
before the death of President Finley, who, it is under
stood, preached for a few months in it before he died.

It was

builfwith its side and not its end to the street.
The pulpit was on the side of the audience-room.
There were fifty-seven pews ; twenty-three of them
were squares around

the walls.

There were three
aisles running in one direction, and two in another.
It was built of brick, with galleries on one side and
two ends of the building. In 1792, Dr. Witherspoon
erected a large canopy over the pulpit, with ample

drapery of dark-colored material hanging about it in
festoons, fastened by a large gilded, radiating, starshaped ornament.

A second great revival of religion in the college and
in all the neighborhood around occurred during Dr.
Finley's ministry, in the fall of 1762, just after the

building of the church was commenced. The Rev.
Mr. Whitefield soon after this, in the year 1763,
visited Princeton, and spent several days here with
President Finley, and preached several times " with
much approbation

and

success,"

as he relates it.

Finley rendered valuable service in pro
In
curing the erection of the church at Princeton.
" he was always solemn, sensible, and
the pulpit
His learning was
sometimes glowing with fervor.
" He was remarkable for sweetness
extensive."
very
of temper and politeness of behavior."
He died in
July, 1766, while on a visitto Philadelphia. His death
was so remarkably triumphant that Dr. Mason wrote
an eloquent sermon, contrasting it with the death of
President

Hume.

After the death of Dr. Finley, the Rev. William
Tennent filled his place for six months, when the
Rev. John Blair, the vice-president of the college,
and Professor of Theology, performed the duties of
the president till the installation of President With
erspoon, in 1768.
Such was the slow and struggling process of this
church, from the little nucleus of Presbyterians who
became united in Sabbath worship with the college

in the chapel under the eloquent preaching of Presi
dents Burr, Edwards, Davies, and Finley, and in the
two powerful revivals which have been mentioned ;
and yet during those years of development there was
The
really no church, no ecclesiastical organization.
Presbytery had, after one refusal at least, given them
permission to build a church in 1755, and occasionally
sent supplies, but nothing more. There does not ap
pear to have been a session or any organized eldership

prior to

1786, yet the Rev.

Dr. John Woodhull states

that, while at college, he was admitted to the com
munion of the church at Princeton by President
Finley in 1763 ; and the Rev. Dr. S. S. Smith, in his
discourse at the funeral of Richard Stockton, the
signer, in 1781, said that the deceased was at the time
of his death a member of this church.
There is no
record of the church prior to 1786.

The Rev. John Witherspoon, D.D., who was elected
president of the college, came from Scotland to
Princeton in 1768, and he assumed the pastorate of
the church with the presidency of the college.
Dr.
Witherspoon was eminent as a theologian, scholar,
and preacher.
He sustained the relation of pastor

to this church for almost twenty-five years. A revival
of religion of some power took place in Princeton

after he had been preaching here three or four years,
and young men then in the college, who afterwards
became prominent in the country, shared in that work

of grace.

On the 17th of May, 1776, —a day appointed by
Congress for a fast, in reference to the state of the
country, — Dr. Witherspoon preached a sermon in the
church on "the Dominion of Providence over the
Passions of Men." This sermon was printed and
addressed to John Hancock, president of Congress,
and widely circulated in this country and in Great
Britain. It placed the author prominently before the
liberty men as a bold and able advocate of inde
pendence. The Revolutionary war now broke upon
the country, and Dr. Witherspoon entered the coun
cils of the State, rendering his services with distin
guished ability.
The church was closed, and its
distinguished pastor, with Richard
Stockton, one of
its members, both signed the Declaration of Inde
pendence.
The church edifice was occupied by the
army of Lord CornwaUis as barracks. The pews and
gallery were taken out and burned, and afterwards
the American army occupied it till 1781.
In 1784

the building was repaired, and worship was resumed
under Dr. Witherspoon.
Ruling elders were elected,
the trustees were incorporated, and a book of minutes
was opened in 1786.
The first trustees then elected
were Richard Longstreet, Maj. Robert Stockton, Maj.
Enos Kelsey, Capt. James Moore, Isaac Anderson,
Col. William Scudder ; and the ruling elders were
Richard Longstreet, James Hamilton, Thomas Blackwell, and Capt. John Johnson.
These were the first men in the community, and
among the fifty-two who contributed three hundred
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and seventy-five pounds for the repairs of the church.
these, there were others of equal influence

Including

and character, such as Elias Woodruff, Jonathan
Dean, Thomas Stockton, Aaron Mattison, S. Stan
hope Smith, Col. George Morgan, Capt. John Lit
tle, Isaac Van Dyke, Abram Cruser, Matthew Van

Dyke, John Van Dyke, John Schenck, Jr., Garret
David Hamilton, Christopher Beekman,
Schenck,
Samuel Knox, William Millette, Richard Stockton,
John Harrison, Maj. Stephen Morford, James Fin

ley, Jacob Hyer, Zebulon Morford. The roll of
church communicants in 1792 contained fifty-three
names.

Dr. Witherspoon continued

church
curred

to minister
in the
about a year before his death, which oc
at Tusculum, his country-seat, on the 15th

till

He became blind, and for
day of November, 1794.
a year, while blind, he continued to preach.
His
name is indelibly stamped upon the history of the
Princeton Church, the college, and the country.
After the death of Dr. Witherspoon, as well as for
a year or two before, while he was too infirm to
preach constantly, the church was supplied by the
Rev. Samuel Stanhope Smith, the successor and sonin-law of President Witherspoon.
He was a very
polished and eloquent preacher,
teemed in the town as a citizen
President Smith officiated until
tained a pastor. Hitherto the

in calling a minister.

and most highly es
well as a minister.
the congregation ob
church had no voice

as

The congregation,

both

of

choice and necessity, had received the ministrations
of the college presidents, but the time had now come
for a pastor to be elected by the people, and the
pastorates in succession are herein briefly

several

noticed.

The Rev. Samuel Finley Snowden received a call
from the congregation on the 14th day of September,
1795.
The session, then consisting of Dr. Thomas
Wiggins, James Hamilton, and James Finley, mod
erated by Rev. Dr. Smith, put the call in due form,
and prosecuted it.

The Rev. Mr. Snowden was a son of Isaac Snow
den, of Philadelphia, who was treasurer of that city
before the Revolution, and was at one time a ruling
elder in Dr. Sproat's church, and a friend and helper
of David Brainerd.
He was born Nov. 6, 1776 ; he
graduated at Princeton ; studied law with Thomas
Bradford, and afterwards abandoned the law for the
ministry, and studied theology in Princeton with
He accepted the call,
Drs. Witherspoon and Smith.
and was ordained pastor of the church Nov. 25,
1795.

There is but little to be gleaned from the records
of the church to illustrate its progress during the
Only three persons
short pastorate of Mr. Snowden.
appear to have been admitted to the church on ex
during his ministry here, and one of these
He was released
was connected with the college.
amination

from

his pastoral

relation

on

account

of failing
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April

He held several pastorates
Harbor, where
He died there
suddenly in his chair, having risen that morning in
his usual health, without a struggle or a groan, in May,
He
1845, at the good old age of seventy-eight years.

health,

29, 1801.

afterwards, the last being at Sackett's
he was greatly blessed in his ministry.

had expressed a desire to die suddenly when called
to die. He was a good writer, a faithful pastor, and
agreeable in social life.

After Mr. Snowden's resignation, President S. S.
Smith was again employed as a stated supply by the
congregation, and served as such from Jan. 1, 1801 , to
Jan. 1, 1804. For three years this church listened
again to this eloquent and distinguished

In January,

1804,

the church

preacher.

extended a call to

Rev. Henry Kollock, of Elizabethtown,
to become
its pastor with a salary of five hundred dollars a
year. He was a son of Shepherd Kollock, a widelyknown editor and publisher of a newspaper in New
Jersey in the days of the Revolution, and was a zeal
ous patriot.
Henry Kollock was born Dec. 4, 1778,
in Essex County, N. J. He was a bright youth, and
graduated at Nassau Hall in 1794 very young.
He

in college, and very intimate with
Bishop Hobart, who was his contemporary in college.
He was licensed to preach in 1800, and his first pulpit
efforts attracted unusual attention.
While tutor he
preached frequently in Princeton, and was very pop
became tutor

ular.
The trustees of the college were anxious to
secure his presence and services in Princeton, and,

young as he was, they elected him Professor of The
ology, and the church called him to be their pastor at
the same time.
He accepted the call of the church,
and also that of the college, and was installed June
A subscription paper for his salary was
12, 1804.

signed by one hundred and one persons, and the
aggregate of subscriptions, from thirty dollars down
to one, amounted to six hundred and sixty-six dol
lars.

Dr. Thomas Wiggins, an elder and trustee of the
church, died in 1804, and devised his house and about
twenty acres of land in Witherspoon
Street to the
church for the use of the minister.
The pastor occu
pied this new parsonage soon after the death of Dr.

Wiggins, and it was occupied by successive pastors
the close of Dr. Rice's ministry in this place in
1847.
,
Dr. Kollock's ministry in Princeton was prosperous
and attractive, but short.
After holding his call less
than three years, he resigned it in October, 1806, to
accept a call from the Independent
Presbyterian
Church in Savannah, Ga. A strong remonstrance

till

was made against his resignation, for he was greatly
admired here in all his public services. But he re
moved to Georgia, and died of affection of the heart,
at Savannah, Dec. 29, 1819, greatly lamented by all

who knew him and loved him.
His reputation for
eloquence never waned.
He received many honors,
and the mayor of the city directed the shipping in the
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harbor to place their colors at half-mast at his death.
A cenotaph has been erected to his memory in the
pastor's burial lot in the Princeton Cemetery.
Dr.

Kollock published four volumes of sermons.
There was now again a vacancy in the pastorate of
President Smith again took
this church till 1810.
the principal charge of the congregation and per
formed ministerial duties. The session was increased
to eight members in number, including some of the
first citizens of Princeton.
The trustees were Col.
Erkuries Beatty, Capt. James Moore, Richard Stock
ton, James Hamilton, Dr. Ebenezer Stockton, and
Samuel Bayard.
On the 6th of June, 1810, the Rev. William C.
Schenck, a son of Joseph Schenck (a pious farmer in
the vicinity of Princeton), who had been educated in
Princeton and had been preaching for a time as a
supply, was ordained and installed as pastor of this
He was only
church, after having received a call.
twenty-two years of age at that time.
His ministry
continued

The church

for nine years, and was greatly blessed.
grew in numbers and influence.
The

Theological

Seminary was established here in 1812,
and the religious interest of Princeton began to as
sume a new and important aspect in the church under
Twenty-two
the zealous ministry of Mr. Schenck.
new members had been received, when, on the 1st of
1813, the church edifice was totally destroyed
by fire. The fire originated from hot embers put into

March,

in a closet by the sexton. A new building was
erected on the same site, and ready for use in June,
It was built as the original one, parallel with
1814.

a cask

the street, but it was differently seated.
The pulpit
was in semicircular projection at the east end of the
building, the doors, as before, at the east and west
corners, next to the street, and two large aisles, with
pews next to the walls.
The debt due for building
the church when finished was five thousand four hun
The sale of the pews was made under
dred dollars.
rules prepared by Rev. Ashbel Green, D.D., then
president of the college.
When the year 1815 opened, with the new church
furnished and its membership revived and enlarged
during the preceding year, a great revival of religion

marked the winter months of that memorable year in
The fruits of that revival were very pre
Princeton.

The church received an accession of ^brty new
members, among which were not a few who became
distinguished
in subsequent years.
as ministers
Among the college students there were many, per
cious.

haps forty or fifty converts, some of whom became
eminent preachers and theologians.
The reverend pastor, in the midst of his usefulness,
when his church membership had been enlarged by
an addition of one hundred and forty-five members —
twenty of whom were students, and thirty-one colored
persons, under his ministry, — after a short illness from
typhus fever, departed this life in the thirty -first year

of his

age.

The trustees, session, and congregation all joined
in tributes of respect to the memory of their beloved
but deceased pastor. He left a widow (since dead),
who was the daughter of Joseph Scudder, Esq., of
Freehold, and Maria Johnston, his wife, ancestors of
the missionary Scudder family, and two children,
one who is now the widow of the Rev. Asa S. Colton
(deceased), and the other William C. Schenck, who
died many years ago in Princeton.
Rev. George Spaffbrd Woodhull was called from
Cranberry, N. J., and was installed as pastor of this
church July 5, 1820. Salary, six hundred dollars a
year and the use of the parsonage.
The ministry of
Mr. Woodhull, in Princeton, was twelve years in
duration, and was attended by a larger increase of the
church than that of any of his predecessors. There
were two hundred and eighty-nine members added,
including twenty-five students of the college. The
spirit of missions, of Sunday-schools, of education
for the masses, of general benevolence, Bible, tem
perance, and African colonization societies was quick
ened and beautifully developed under his ministry.
He had labored in the pastorate of Cranberry for
twenty-two years before he came to the Princeton
Church, and he was one of the little band of pious
gentlemen who assembled in Princeton in 1811 and
formed the New Jersey Bible Society.
He was the
first who suggested and introduced Bible-class instruc
tion in his own church, and then caused it to be rec
ommended by the General Assembly to all the churches
under its care. He began the temperance reform
eight years before the American Temperance Society
was proposed, by an overture to the General Assem
bly.
At his death a temperance pledge bearing date
as far back as 1815, signed by several of his congre
gation, was found among his papers.

He was a native of Pennsylvania, and was born on
the 31st day of March, 1773.
His father was the
Rev. John Woodhull, D.D., who removed frpm Lan
caster County, Pa., to Freehold, N. J., to take the.
church of the late William Tennent.
ated at Princeton in 1790.

The son gradu

He married

Gertrude Neilson, daughter of Col.
New Brunswick. He resigned his
call at Princeton in 1832, and accepted one at Mid
dletown Point, N. J., where he spent the last two
years of his life, and died of
scarlet fever, Dec. 25,
1834.
He was eminently a good man. He had four
children who reached adult age,— the Rev. William
H. Woodhull, who died in 1834; Cornelia, who died
unmarried; and Alfred A. Woodhull and John N.

John Neilson, of

Woodhull, both popular physicians,

Princeton.

who

died

in

The vacancy remained until May 28, 1833, when.
the Rev. Dr. Benjamin Holt Rice, of
Virginia, was
elected pastor.
He accepted, and was
Aug.

installed
Dr. Rice was born in Bedford County, Va.
Nov. 29, 1782. His father, Benjamin Eice, was a
lawyer by profession.
He was a ruling elder in the
15, 1833.
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Presbyterian

Church of which his brother, Rev.
David Rice, was the pastor. Benjamin H. Rice re
ceived his education chiefly under the direction and
by the aid of his brother, the Rev. John Holt Rice,
D.D. He married Martha Alexander, a sister of the
Rev. Archibald Alexander, D.D.

He was licensed
in North Carolina, having served as mission
ary in the seaboard counties of that State. He was
pastor of a church in Petersburg for seventeen years,
and his ministry was greatly blessed. His health led
him to the North, and he accepted a call to the Pearl
Street Church, in New York.
He then became sec
retary of the Home Missionary Society, and after a
year's service in that office he came to Princeton.
in

1812

-Salary, one thousand dollars and the parsonage.
Soon after Dr. Rice had entered upon his ministry
in Princeton with hopeful success a calamity befell
the church, such as had befallen it about twenty years
previous to this time. Another conflagration, caused
by the explosion of a sky-rocket on the 6th of July,
1835, which lighted on the roof, laid the church edifice
again in ashes. It was connected with the celebration of
the Fourth of July. The congregation immediately

took measures to rebuild, and resolved that all claims
arising from rights in the old pews were extinguished
by the fire, but they would pay the same amount to
wards the salary as they had done when in possession
of the pews. There was at the time an old debt of
eleven hundred

and forty-five

1836, the new church,

dollars.
By Nov. 27,
built of brick, rough-cast, with

out basement, sixty by eighty feet, was ready to be
used with temporary seats.
It was soon afterwards
finished and upholstered very neatly, and was a model
structure.
It was in Grecian style of architecture,
with galleries, without spire or cupola, with two Cor

inthian pillars in the front vestibule. It was on- the
same lot of land, but it stood with the end of the
building towards the street. It was the same build
ing which is occupied by the church at the present
time, but which has been enlarged by an extension
in the rear, and which has been modified and orna
mented within a few years past. The Sunday-school
occupied the gallery of the church, and weekly

prayer-meetings

were held from house to house.

Dr. Rice was a man of intellectual ability, of warm
feelings and undoubted piety.
He was direct and
pungent in his preaching, did not often write out and
read his sermons, was happy in conducting devotional
meetings, loved to mingle in revivals, and his church
experienced several awakenings

during his ministry.
His health unfitted him for his most laborious work.
After a service of nearly fourteen years in a fruitful
ministry, in which two hundred and seventy-one
new members were received, he resigned his call on
account of his feeble health.
He was the last pastor
who had occupied the old Wiggins parsonage.
He

removed to Virginia

and took charge of the College
Church at Hampden-Sydney, where he preached with
renewed vigor, and died in the harness, falling from
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his pulpit while preaching to his people, urging them
to go forward in the divine life.
He died Feb. 24,
1856.
He left two sons — the Rev. John H. Rice,
D.D., and Archibald A. Rice, who was both physician
and preacher ; the former is deceased — and three
daughters, — Mary, wife of Rev. Dr. Drury Lacy, and
and Martha is still living at
Anna, who married the Rev. Mr. Forman,
of Kentucky, died before her parents.
The successor of Dr. Rice in the pastorate of this
church was the Rev. William E. Schenck, a nephew
of the Rev. W. C. Schenck, a former pastor, and a
son of John C. Schenck, of Princeton. He was in
stalled May 8, 1848.
It was in this church where he
had been baptized and reared. His ministry was an
arduous one, but he applied himself to it with great
zeal and energy.
He introduced a system of benevo
lence, in accordance with the recommendation of the
Catharine

are deceased,

the South.

General Assembly, and did much to enlist the whole
membership of the church in the appropriate Chris
tian activities which a well-organized
church de

mands.
It was during his pastorate that a new lec
ture- and Sunday-school-room was built in the rear
of the main edifice, and that the finances of the con
gregation were placed upon a good foundation, and
for the first time in eighty years the church was free
from debt.
In 1850 a revival of religion took place in the con
gregation and the village, adding to the membership

of the church nearly one hundred persons. It also
extended to the college with great power, and gath
ered there

most gracious

fruits.

In

1852,

after a

ministry of four years, he resigned his call to enter
upon the duties of superintendent of church exten
sion in the city of Philadelphia. The congregation
interposed a strong remonstrance to Presbytery against
the dissolution of the pastorate, but his resignation
was 'allowed.
His was the shortest pastorate in the
preceding history of the church, except that of Dr.
Kollock, yet the most successful one. He had re
ceived one hundred

and ninety-nine

new members

during the four years, and the amount of money con
tributed by the congregation, exclusive of salaries,
was seven thousand five hundred and nine dollars.
His salary was one thousand dollars and parsonage.

Dr. Schenck is now filling the office of secretary of
Board of Publication in Philadel

the Presbyterian
phia.

caused by the resignation of Dr.
continued for a year and a half, during
which a persistent effort was made to secure the pas
toral services of the Rev. William B. Weed, of Strat
ford, Conn., a Congregational minister, but it failed.

The vacancy

Schenck

a call was made to the Rev. James M. Mac
donald, of the Fifteenth Street Presbyterian Church
of New York, with the same salary as his predecessor

Finally

received, but which was soon made twelve hundred
dollars, with the proceeds of the parsonage fund.

He accepted, and was installed Nov.

1, 1853.
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His ministry extended through twenty-four years,
during which a new parsonage was procured, and
the temporary debt incurred in its purchase was
liquidated chiefly through his exertions.
An organ
was procured and introduced into the church, the
interior of the church was several times improved,
and just before his death the church was enlarged by
in the rear, and a new lecture-room built
adjoining it on the west end of the lot. The whole

extension

church was repaired

the trustees, towards the cemetery, and in liquidation
of church liabilities in various forms would doubt
less exceed ten thousand dollars.
There belongs to this church, beside a large and
honorable membership through several generations
past, a long list of trustees and ruling elders, em
bracing
town.

some of the most honorable

The reason that

names in the

so much more space has been

al

The
tive, at a cost of about twelve thousand dollars.
pastor published in 1873 a twenty years' retrospect of

and to the Quaker meeting
house than to the churches in Princeton herein sub
sequently noticed is because these two are the only

which showed the progress
and a summary of his

historic churches in Princeton, and there is a desire
history.1
to know and perpetuate their

his ministry, in

and decorated and made attrac

a discourse

and prosperity of the church
ministerial labors.

Dr. Macdonald was a native of Limerick, Maine.
He was a son of Maj.-Gen. John Macdonald, of that
place, aprominent public citizen of that State. He
was educated at Bowdoin and Union Colleges and at
Bangor and Yale Seminaries.
He was a man of fine
presence, of great industry, of literary culture, and of
self-reliance.
He was an author of reputation, a very
ready writer, and a faithful pastor.

lowed to this

church

(Trinity).—
The Protestant Episcopal Church
organization
was effected at a meeting held in
This
the town-house of the borough on the 11th of May,
The corporate name of Trinity was adopted
1833.
because of the favor with which at that time the views
of Unitarians were received by educated people in the
Eastern and Middle States. The corner-stone of the
building was laid by Bishop Doane, July 4, 1833, and
it was completed Sept. 23, 1834. The edifice was a

He died at his home in Princeton, March 19, 1876,
after a sickness of three weeks, just as 'his church
was to receive a large accession from the fruits of

Grecian structure, white rough-cast, standing on the
site of the present church, but with its ends to the

that gracious revival which had during the preceding
winter visited Princeton with more power than had
ever before aroused and blessed the town and the

The following is a complete list of the rectors up to
the present time :
The Rev. George E. Hare, D.D., called in 1833 ;
resigned June 19, 1843.

His death was profoundly lamented,
and his memory received manifold tributes of re
spect from his church and the community, as also
from his clerical brethren of his Presbytery.
The

institutions.

membership of this church at his death was reported
at four hundred and seventy-four members.
Rev. Horace G. Hinsdale, the present pastor, was
installed Nov. 2, 1877.
The salary pledged him in

his call was two thousand five hundred dollars and
the parsonage. He was called from the Presbyterian
Church of Bridgeport, Conn. He graduated at the
Theological Seminary in Princeton in the class of
1852.

The church is out of debt, and has a valuable par
sonage and lecture-room, and the audieuce-room of
the main edifice is large and attractive, and perhaps
is more widely known throughout the Presbyterian
than any other single church.
denomination
The
is three hundred
membership last reported
and seventy-eight.

(1882)

Mr. Paul Tulane, of Princeton, has been foremost
the material benefactors of this church.
Among divers other gifts made, he has placed in the
hands of the trustees of this church three several
funds, in trust, of five thousand dollars each, viz.,
one for the maintenance of the Cedar Grove Chapel ;
one for the benefit of the poor members of the church
and pew-rents of such, and to aid current expenses;
and the third, for keeping in repair the old buryingground adjoining the cemetery. His other gifts to
among

street.

The Rev. Andrew Bell Paterson, D.D., instituted
Dec. 2, 1845 ; resigned Oct. 6, 1851.
The Rev. Joshua Peterkin, D.D., called May 3, 1852 ;
resigned Jan. 3, 1855.
The Rev. William D. Hanson, D.D., called Feb.

27,

1855 ; resigned Sept. 7, 1859.

The Rev. William A. Dod, D.D., called Nov. 29,
in the spring of 1866.
The Rev. Albert B. Baker, the present rector, en
tered on the duties of the rectorship on Easter-day,
April 1, 1866, and is still discharging the duties of
The church has had liberal friends and
the position.
1859 ; resigned

supporters.
by

In 1843 a rectory was built, presented to
John Potter.
A parish school lot was given to the

the church

church by
Richard Stockton, and a school building was erected
by the liberality of a few persons, the chief contrib
utor being James Potter.
The church-bell is in the
tower of this building.
On the 4th of July, 1868, the corner-stone of a
second church edifice was laid by Bishop Odenheimer,
and a more beautiful
and imposing structure was
erected upon the site of the first one, which was taken
down after thirty-five years from the laying of its
corner-stone.
It is built of Princeton stone, with
1 For a full history of these and all the other churches
in Princeton
seeMr. Hageman's " History of Princeton and its Institutions."
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trimmings, with a tower built by Mrs.
Lippincott, and the beautiful decorations of the inte
rior were executed according to the wish and at the
expense of Mrs. Sarah J. Potter.
The church, which
consists of nave, transept, central tower, and apsidal
chancel, is in the pointed Gothic style, and is one of
the most beautiful in the State. It is entered from
both Stockton and Mercer Streets, the ground ex

brownstone

tending across the triangle.

The Methodist Episcopal Church. —This church
was built in 1847 under the pastorate of Rev. Joseph
Ashbrook. The congregation had recently been visited
with a revival at Cedar Grove, and had built the chapel
there which Mr. Tulane afterwards bought, and
abandoning that building they erected this church
in Princeton.

It

is located on the north side of
Nassau Street, on a part of what was formerly the
land of Dr. Ebenezer Stockton.
The church is built
of brick, sixty-six by forty-eight feet, with a gallery,

and will seat about six hundred persons. Lectureroom in the basement. The parsonage is a few doors
east of it. Its membership approximates two hun
dred. The list of the pastors includes the names of

Ashbrook, Corbit, Monroe, Ballard, Heisler, Stephen
son, Batchelder, Staats, Wiley, Hanlon, King, Hance,.
Westbrook, Baker, Lawrence, Belting, Sooy, White,
Reed, Gaskill.
The Baptist Church. — A Baptist Church was built
in Canal Street in Princeton in 1851, when the Rev.
William C. Ulyat was pastor. The congregation,
which belonged almost entirely to the country out
side of Princeton, having a church and burial-ground
at Penn's Neck, favored the erection of this church in
order to accommodate members who resided on the
western side of Princeton, several miles from the
church at Penn's Neck.
It was supposed by making

Princeton the territorial centre of the congregation
the worshipers at Penn's Neck would join the others
at Princeton.
But the result proved otherwise. The
strength of the church adhered to the old shrines at
Penn's Neck, and the ground at Princeton was aban
This church was sold, and the old one at
doned.
Penn's Neck was enlarged and improved. The pastors
who labored in the church at Princeton were six,
viz. : Rev. Samuel Sproule, William E. Cornwell,
George Young, John B. Hutchinson, H. V. Jones,
and William C. Ulyat. When the congregation re
turned to Penn's Neck, which is in West Windsor,
beyond the canal, there was a Second or New Baptist
Church of Princeton organized by a few members,
who took a

"

new

departure"

from the original

one.

Their worship is held in the private house of the Rev.
W. C. Ulyat, who preaches occasionally to a small
company.
The church edifice in Canal Street is un
occupied.

The Second Presbyterian
was organized Dec. 23, 1847.

Church. —This church

It

had been proposed

and discussed often before the time of its organiza
tion, even as far back as the closing period of Mr.
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Woodhull's pastorate. The Rev. Dr. John Maclean
and the Rev. Dr. John T. Duffield entered into and
led the movement which gave it being.
It was, of
course, an offshoot of the old First Church. Its public
services were held in Mercer Hall for about a year
and a half, under the direction of Rev. William
A
Henry Green as pastor called, but not installed.
small but neat frame edifice was built opposite to the
public school building. The congregation entered
into the new church in 1850, under the ministrations of
the Rev. Mr. Duffield, then tutor in college, as a stated
supply for one year, which was extended through a
eightysecond year, when its membership enrolled was
three.

The Rev. William A. Dod, D.D., was its first in

pastor, and he remained there from 1852 till
he took orders in the Episcopal Church.
When he left the membership had reached the num
ber of one hundred and eighty-nine.
Then for about
two years it had supplies.
The Rev. Joseph R. Mann, D.D., was installed pas

stalled

1859, when

tor May 3, 1861. He was greatly blessed in his labors,
which continued till December, 1864, when he was
compelled to resign on account of ill health.
During
his ministry ninety-five new members were added, in
creasing the roll to two hundred and eighty-four.
The Rev. Spencer L. Finney was installed pastor
Aug. 31 , 1866. The church grew under his ministry,
and a new and larger edifice was deemed necessary.

The agitation of that question resulted in the pur
chase of a handsome central lot on the corner of
Nassau and Chambers Streets, upon which the large
and handsome brownstone Gothic church, with chapel
in the rear, with entrance on Chambers Street, was
erected which is at present occupied by the congre
gation.

This church with its galleries will seat one
thousand people, and the chapel about three hundred. ,
It is an imposing and attractive church in both ex
terior and interior. Its spire has not yet been erected,
nor has it a bell. Its location is most eligible, and its
cost in its present condition, including the lot, was
about fifty-five thousand dollars.
There is no debt on
the church.
Mrs. Susan D. Brown, one of the mem
bers of the church, gave toward the lot and the build
ing the munificent sum of thirty thousand dollars,
besides several thousands more for the support of the
ministers

and the liquidating of old

debts.

The

church was dedicated Dec. 4, 1868. The old building
down-town was sold.
Mr. Finney continued pastor of the church about

six years, during which one hundred and fifty-six
members were added to the church.
He resigned in
1871.

The Rev. Wm. A. McCorkle,. D.D., was tendered a
call with a salary of two thousand dollars, or to be
come a stated supply at a salary of three thousand dol
He served as stated supply
lars a year, at his option.
for about two and a half years, during which he ad
mitted to church

membership over one hundred

ap-
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He left the church prosperous in its spir
itual and its temporal affairs, and was invited to
remain as pastor, with a salary of two thousand five
hundred dollars, which he declined.
The reported
membership of this church in 1876 was two hundred
plicants.

and thirteen.

The Rev. Lewis W. Mudge was installed pastor
May 11, 1877, at a salary of two thousand two hun
dred dollars, and has since been supplied with a large
new parsonage on Stockton Street, the gift of Miss
Sophia C. W. C. Stevens, whose benefactions to this
church have been noteworthy.
Mr. Mudge is pastor at the present time. Both this
church and the first one — the mother-church — are
large, handsome structures, eligibly located, capable

of seating about the same number of people, with
large and handsomely furnished chapels and Sundayschool-rooms, and each church having a first-clsss
parsonage connected with it.

Street Church.— This is the
Church of Princeton, which was
set off from the First Church.
The original build
ing, which is their house of worship at present, was
erected about 1837, principally through the efforts of
The Witherspoon

Colored Presbyterian

Dr. John Maclean and Dr. John Breckinridge, with
the benefaction of James Lenox, of New York. Rev.
Dr. James W. Alexander preached to the congrega
tion there for several years every Sabbath.
In 1840
the congregation requested the First Presbyterian
Church for permission to have a separate communion

in their own church. In 1846, March 10th, the col
ored members of the First Presbyterian Church to
the number of ninety-two were at their request dis
missed to form a new church under the name of the
" First Presbyterian Church of Color of Princeton,"
and the church

was thereupon

organized

by Rev.

Dr. Rice, Dr. Maclean, and Elder Joseph H. Davis,
a committee of Presbytery.
In 1848 the name was
changed to "The Witherspoon Street Church." It

has been fully organized and has a membership of
over one hundred, but it has not been self-sustaining.
It has been under stated supplies, with the exception
of two or three short pastorates covering five or six
years. The stated supplies have been generally white
ministers or licentiates, such as Dr. James W. Alexan
der, Professor Giger, Tutor Cobb, Rev. James Stebbins,
and students in the seminary. The Rev. Mr. Robinson,
colored, is pastor at the present time, and his prede

cessor in the pastorate was Rev. Hugh M. Brown, a
colored licentiate.
The church has a parsonage in
Witherspoon
Street, devised to it by Anthony Sim
mons, one of its members and trustees, and one of
the most widely known and most respected colored
citizens in the State. At the head of the roll of mem
bers when the church was organized stood the name

of Betsey Stockton, a colored woman, who had been
a member of Dr. Ashbel Green's family, and who
went with the Rev. Charles Stewart as missionary to
She joined the old
the Sandwich Islands in 1823.

church in 1816.
She was long a school-teacher in
Princeton, where she died in 1860 much respected.
The African Methodist Episcopal Church.— This
church was organized in 1836. Its first place of public
worship was in a little frame school-house, quite near
the present church in Witherspoon Street, and which
is the present site of the Odd-Fellows' Hall. The
present church edifice was built in 1860 of brick,
with basement for Sunday-school.
It
rough-cast,
" Mount Pisgah." It has quite a
bears the name of
large membership
and Sunday-school.
There is
nothing peculiar or especially interesting in its his
tory to make it differ from other churches of that
class.

The Roman Catholic Church. — Prior to the year
the Roman Catholic population of Princeton
had received monthly visitations from a clergyman
from New Brunswick or elsewhere in private houses,
most generally in the house of James Boyle, near the
Princeton Canal Basin.
In that year the Rev. Mr.
Scollard took up his residence here and became the
first local pastor.
He raised a small stone church in
Nassau Street opposite the present public school
1850

building, where afterwards the first edifice of the
Second Presbyterian Church was built. This church
was badly built and had to be taken down.
The Rev. Alfred Young, a native and graduate of
Princeton, succeeded Father Scollard in 1857 as rec
tor, and remained here three years. While here he
purchased of Miss Ten Eyck the present Catholic
property in Nassau Street, and erected a temporary
building in the rear of the mansion for a church.
The Rev. Mr. O'Donnell succeeded Father Young
in 1860, and remained till 1867.
The Rev. T. R. Moran, who is the present pastor,
succeeded Mr. O'Donnell, and his long ministry has
been productive of great results.
He has caused to
be erected a handsome brick church with stone trim
mings, at a cost of twenty-five thousand dollars; also
a fine brick pastoral residence valued at seven thou
sand dollars.
He has established also a sisterhood
Mercy,"
called " The Sisters of
to superintend the
parochial

school, numbering two hundred children
and upwards, and to look after the sick and indigent.
He has also established among his people temperance
and literary societies and other associations for the
improvement of his people of both sexes.
There is a
large and well-kept cemetery
adjoining the church.
The whole property is estimated at seventy-five thou
sand dollars in value, including a handsome brick

convent, which has been erected within the last two
years. The congregation musters
about one thousand
souls, and the church is free from debt. The clergy
of the town respect him, and he respects them.

The Railroad Avenue Church, designated on the
marble above the door " The Old Church."
This
is a small neat frame church, midway between
the
college and the seminary on Railroad
Avenue, capa
ble of seating near three hundred persons.
It was
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built in 1880 by the Rev. John Miller, who preaches
in it every Sabbath evening. In the morning he
preaches in his church at Plainsborough, about four
miles from Princeton. He has not yet organized a
church in Princeton as he has at Plainsborough, but
devotes this chapel to public preaching and worship
in anticipation of an ecclesiastical organization.
Mr. Miller is Presbyterian in his church polity, but
was obliged to withdraw from that body from a differ
ence of belief.
He holds the great essentials of the
confession, total depravity, the Deity of Christ, vica

rious atonement, the new birth, salvation by faith,
plenary inspiration, and eternal rewards and punish
ments ; but his main difference was a total denial of
the Trinity.
He believes that the one personal God
became incarnate in Christ and is the Holy Ghost. A
part of his Presbytery desired to depose him, but after
lengthened

trials in Synod and Assembly, this last
court of appeals passed a minute allowing him to
withdraw, in which his Presbytery acquiesced with
but two dissenting votes, and he is reported in 1878
" ministers dismissed."
among

Mr. Miller earnestly holds the incarnation of God
in the man Christ Jesus, and proceeds to build upon
this all the gospel as it is usually taught, but utterly
denies that it is the incarnation of a second person in
God, or that the Holy Ghost is any other than the One
Almighty. As his denial of the Trinity does not affect
the Godhead of either person, but presents the sub
ject as it has never been presented before, while he
accepts all the doctrines of redemption, it is not so
strange that some denominations accord him fellow
ship as that others should seem not always to do so.
There is preaching every Sabbath morning in the
college chapel by the clerical professors of the col
lege, and in the seminary chapel by the professors of
the seminary.
These services are attended by the
families of professors and others temporarily abiding

in the place, or whoever may choose to attend.
Sunday-Schools. — All these churches have Sundayschools connected with them in prosperous condition.
Bible Society. — Princeton Bible Society, estab
lished long before the Mercer County Bible Society

was organized, and very soon after the Nassau Hall
is maintained chiefly
by the Presbyterian and Methodist congregations.

Bible Society was instituted,

There are several other benevolent and religious
sustained by the Christian men and
women of Princeton, operating at home and abroad.
Princeton in the Revolution. — Perhaps no place
in the province was more prominent in the incipient
stages of the Revolution, and in shaping the political
status of the State under the first Constitution, than
the little village of Princeton.
Its opposition to the
oppressive legislation of the mother-country, its cen
tral position on the great thoroughfare across the
State, its college and the cluster of influential public
associations

men who resided here, and who ardently espoused the
cause of liberty, naturally made -it Obnoxious to the
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enemy, and subjected the property of its citizens to
wanton devastation when the enemy was quartered
upon them.
There was a large Quaker population in and around
Princeton which sympathized with the liberty party,
but at the same time was opposed to all war. Still
there was a goodly number of brave men here who
were wise in council, and who did not shrink from
pledging their lives and their reputation for the cause
of independence. Princeton was a focal point, — a seat
of consultation, a seat of legislation, and a seat of
war. The Committee of Safety held its first sessions
here. The government under the State Constitution
of 1776 was organized here, and the Legislature and
Governor were here, except when the hostile army
had possession of the place. It was a military posi
tion of the American army for several years during
the war, a military prison

and a military hospital

being maintained here. Congress metherealsoin 1783,
and here celebrated the announcement of peace.

All these are fully set forth in the " History of
Institutions,"
Princeton and its
and are •also stated
chapter
in a preceding
in the general history of
Mercer County, to which pur readers are referred to
avoid repetition.

Academies and Schools. — We have no account of
any school in Princeton previous to the removal of
the college hither.
There was undoubtedly an ele
mentary school in the neighborhood, perhaps none
nearer than Stony Brook.
The Quakers, who built
a church there in 1709, certainly had a school at that
time, but how early a school-house was built we can
not learn.
The earliest record of it that we have been
able to obtain bears date in 1781.
At that time the
school was fully organized, perhaps reorganized after
the war. A committee appointed by the Preparative
Meeting had the care and oversight of the school, and
the following rules and regulations were adopted for
its government, to wit :
" 1. The mastershall keep a particular account of employers' names,
number of scholars,aud time of entrance,and a particular account of
all transient scholars,and the time they come.
•'2. No scholar shall be admittedinto the school who will not comply
with tho rules and orders.
" 3. NO distinction shall be shown to the children of rich or
poor, but
the strictest impartiality Bball be observed.by the trusteesand teachers
to all.
" 4. The hours of teaching shall be from 8 o'clock to 12,and from.2
to
6 from the lBt day of the 4thmo. to the lat day of the 10thmo., and from
half-past 8 to half after 4 from the 1" of the 10">mo. to the 1" of the 4">
mo., allowing two hours at noon.
" 5. The mastershall be careful to speakthe grammatical,plain
Scrip
ture language,and require iton all occasions,and shall give the strictest
attention to prevent evil words and actions and vice of every kind.
Every scholar is to behavehimself or herself orderly and becomingon
pain of being expelled the school, but the mastershall not dismissany
without a sufficient cause,approved'by a majority of the trustees; and
when any euiploy'eu'isdissatisfiedwith the master's conduct in school
he or she shall lay it before the trustees that it may be settled in a
friendly manner as becomespeopleprofessing Christianity.
(<6.The mastershall sufferno scholarin the schoolwho hath the itch,
or any other infectious distemper.
"7. It is expected that the master will attend our own religious
fourth-day meetings,accompaniedby his^Bcholars.
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tutor in college, with Tapping Reeve to assist him.
During the Revolutionary war it was suspended
for a few years, and then was revived by Dr. Wither
spoon. Both Ashbel Green and Robert Finley as
sisted in teaching in it.
In 1786, S. Stanhope Smith advertised in the New
Jersey Gazette for a teacher of the English school in
girls'
school adjoining.
It is
Princeton, also for the
quite probable that the grammar school had an Eng

lish as well as a Latin department, and that the boys
of the town were permitted to attend it. As there
was no system of public schools in those days, there
were numerous private schools for boys and girls, but
they have left no record behind them.

We have an authentic

record of the first

effort

made by the citizens of Princeton to establish an
academy.
The original subscription-paper is extant,

The associated pro
and bears date Jan. 2, 1790.
prietors, the leading men of Princeton, became in
corporated in 1795 as the " trustees of the Princeton
Academy."
The trustees were Col. George Morgan,
Dr. Thomas Wiggins, James Hamilton, John Harri
son, and Maj. Stephen Morford. Col. Morgan was

it,

a

a

Alexander, William B. Napton, late chief justice of
Missouri, David Comfort, and William King, of Sa
He retained this school until the year 1828.
vannah.
There was an English and classical department in
separate rooms.
After Mr. Baird withdrew from

it,

The same school was continued under President
Edwards, who was authorized to introduce geography,
history, and chronology into it if he thought it proper.
It was also continued till after Dr. Finley's death,
when it was under the charge of Joseph Periam, a

student in Princeton,

was taught by several others successively, among
whom were Mr. Maynard, Mr. Sears, and George W.
Schenck.

In

1840 this

building, having for several years stood

unused, became the public school building of the vil
lage, and was occupied by Oliver H. Willis, who es
tablished
first-class public free school and main-

for about two years; but the school fund
-tained
was inadequate at that time, and the school system
too imperfect to insure permanent success as
free
a

to Dr. Finley in February, 1757, and described by
him as having been reached by the great revival in
Princeton at that date.

theological

and tutor in college, became princi
pal of this new academy. He was
successful teacher,
and among his pupils at this school were Addison

Mr. Willis removed to Hightstown, thence
to Freehold, and
now principal of the Alexander
Institute at White Plains, N. Y.
school.

The Edgehill High School

was established
was beautifully situated at the west
end of Princeton, on Stockton Street, on
tract of
thirteen acres of land, sloping to the south, — hence
its name. It contained large and imposing build

in

1829.

It

ings, with handsome grounds, and altogether
was
public board
very attractive and commodious
ing-school.
Professor Robert B. Patton may be re
garded as the founder of this school.
He took none

it

there was generally maintained under its auspices a
grammar school or Latin school.
There was one
mentioned by the Rev. William Tennent in a letter

ert Baird, then
private teacher

a

1756,

a

After the college was opened in Princeton, in

In

a

The old Quaker school-house still stands near the
Quaker mfieting-house, and on the same lot of land,
but no school has been maintained in it for the last
twenty years and upwards.

the year 1822 a new academy was established.
was a stone building two stories high, with a cupola
and bell, and was situated on the west side of Wash
ington Street, on the hill adjoining Prospect.
It was
The Rev. Dr. Rob
built by joint-stock company.

It

a

school-fellows,tenderly affectionate,never provoking one another, con
tending or complaining about frivolous matters, but courteouslyuse
kind expressionsone towardBthe other.
" 4. Be not forward to divulge anything passedin school."

is

"1. Fail not to be at school precisely at the time appointed,unless
good reasoncan be assigned to the master.
" 2. Be always silent at your studies,so that your voicesbe not heard,
unless when saying your lessons or speaking to your master. Hold no
discoursewith your school-fellowsduring the time of study, unless to
ask something relating to your learning, and then in a low voice. Be
careful on all occasions to use the plain grammatical Scripture lan
guage: at no time U6ethe word you to a single person.
"3. Behave yourselves always in a gently obliging manner to your

a

" Rules to be Observed by Scholars."

a

scholars, viz. :

Robert Adrain became one of its most prominent and
Jared W. Fyler,
earliest teachers.
Afterwards,
James Carnahan, David Comfort, James Hamilton,
and others had charge of it. It was at this school
that Henry Clow, Charles S. Olden, Job G. Olden,
Paul Tulane, Samuel J. Bayard and brothers, Robert
F. Stockton and brothers, Richard S. Field, Thomas
Passage, James W. Alexander, Edward N. Kirk, and
others acquired their early education preparatory to
college or business.
This school building was taken
down and removed from the church lot about the year
1815, and the school was taught in some other place
in the town.

it

In addition to these rules the following were ap
proved, and directed to be kept up in a convenient
public place in the school, to be observed by the

elected president.
They erected a public building on
the Presbyterian Church lot, on the northeast corner
of it. There were two rooms or departments in
one classical and the other English.
It seems to have
boarding-school.
been the village school as well as

it

" 8. In future no scholars to be admitted without the approbation of
a majority of the trustees.
" 9. The masteris not to withhold correction from any when needful,
but is to be careful not to strike in any improper or tender place, espe
cially the face."

a
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but boarding scholars, and these were required to be
under twelve years of age when they entered. It was
one of the best and most thorough schools in the
country.
Professor

Patton was succeeded in

18S3

by the
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Rev. E. C. Wines, D.D., who in 1837 was succeeded
by Professor John S. Hart, who held it till 1841. The
property was subsequently held by David Pratt, by
Rev. Mr. Helm, by Mr. William Hughes, by Rev.
Thomas W. and Rev. William C. Cattell, who en
larged and improved it. In 1869, Mr. Thomas Cat
tell removed to Mercha/itville, near Camden, N. J.,
and sold the Edgehill property to Admiral Emmons,
who has fitted it handsomely for a private
and now occupies it as such.

residence

The Marqtjand Preparatory School was estab
lished under the auspices of the college in 1873,
through the gift of Henry G. Marquand, of New
York. It is on the road to Kingston, about a mile
and a half east of the college.
Its cost was about

thousand dollars.
Its first principal was
Mr. Dabney, of Virginia, who in 1875 was succeeded
by the Rev. Charles J. Collins, of Wilkesbarre, Pa.

twenty-five

It

is at the present time vacant.

There have heen other private and more select
classical schools for day scholars, and in some in
stances for boarding
scholars, taught in private
houses or small school buildings.
Among such were
the schools taught by Rev. Frederick Knighton, Rev.
George W. Schenck, John C. Schenck, George H.
Rev. Robert Cruikshank,
Burroughs,
Rev. J. H.

O'Brien, William Nevius, and others.
The female boarding-schools of Princeton have
not been famous. That of Miss Hanna was the
prominent one, and was kept in the Col. Beatty
house, in Nassau Street. There were those of the
Misses Simpson, Miss Hoyes, Miss Alden, the Misses
Craig, the Rev. Mr. Hood, Mr. David Comfort, Mrs.
Hosmer, and Miss Rockwell.
Though there have always been public schools in
Princeton, the need of a system of free common schools
in the State had been felt, and the effort to obtain it
had been prominently advocated by Princeton gen
tlemen

years before

such a system

was

adopted.

Among those advocates were the Rev. Robert Baird and
Professor

John

Maclean,

who wrote on the subject.

The former visited the several counties of the State
and held public meetings, made addresses, and wrote
a series of essays on the advantages of a good system
of public schools. The New Jersey Lyceum, formed
in 1834 at Princeton, was in aid of the cause of com
mon-school education, and the Monthly Journal of Ed
ucation, first published in 1835, and edited by E. C.
Wines, gave special attention to the history and ad
vancement of common schools.

Mr. Wines, Professor
Dod, Professor James W. Alexander, and R. S.
Field were all zealous supporters of the cause.
The necessity of a Normal School to prepare teachers

A. B.

In January,
early advocates in Princeton.
Dr. Samuel Miller and Rev. G. S. Woodhull,
in making a report as a committee of an association
for the promotion of popular education in New Jer
"
sey, stated their deep conviction of the importance
institution
of some
being established in New Jersey
found

1830,
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to educate young men for the occupation of teaching.
Without such an institution we cannot expect to have
such teachers and such numbers of them as will secure
to our citizens all the advantages to be derived from
schools."
And afterwards,
a good system of common
special
in January, 1835, at a
meeting of the New
Jersey Lyceum held at Trenton, Mr. Wines reported
on the subject of common schools and needed legisla
tion, whereupon resolutions in favor of seminaries for
the education of schoolmasters were offered and advo
cated by Professor Dod, R. S. Field, and Charles
Kinsey.
There are four public school districts in the town
ship of Princeton at the present time, viz. : the Stony
Brook district, the Mount Lucas district, the Cedar
Grove district, all of whicii are outside of the bor
ough, and the Princeton district within the borough ;
and each has a suitable school-house with a flourish
ing school in attendance.
The several public schools within the borough of
Princeton in 1857 were combined and incorporated
with a board of education.
This board, with the as
sistance of Professor Phelps, principal of the State
Normal School at Trenton, organized and opened a
free public school in Princeton, with Mr. H. Farrand
as principal and five assistant female teachers.
This
board erected the large and commodious public school

building in Nassau Street in the year 1858, and which
has continued from that time to be- occupied by the
public school. Mr. Farrand was educated at the Normal
School. In 1860 he resigned and went to New York ;

he was succeeded by Wm. J. Gibby, who had been a
pupil at the Normal School, and he remained principal
for about fifteen years. Mr. Gibby was succeeded by
Mr. Hartwell, who is the present principal.
This school has been well sustained by adequate
taxation.
The number of pupils in attendance is
from three to four hundred, and with its corps of
teachers it has the sympathy of the community.
There is a separate department in this school for
colored pupils, maintained in a new school-house in
Witherspoon Street, built for that purpose. It has
three teachers, and is under the supervision of the
same board of education and principal.

Within the last two or three years the great body
of the Roman Catholic children of the district have
been withdrawn from the school by their parents
and entered the Catholic Church school, where about
two hundred of them are taught by the Sisters of
Mercy.
They were withdrawn on religious grounds,
and receive no share of the public school money.
The number of children in the township in 1880
reported was 1265, and the total of money appro
priated for the year was $6528.50 ; the Princeton

dis

trict containing 986 of the children, and receiving
$5088.62 of the appropriated moneys.
The Press (Newspapers and Magazines). —
Princeton was early in the field with her printingpress.
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The Princeton Packet and General Advertiser was
It was
the first newspaper published in Princeton.
commenced in May, 1786, and was published weekly
by James Tod. It was a sheet ten by eighteen inches

in size, with three broad columns on a side. It had
a neat head-letter, with a vignette of Nassau Hall.

entered upon its second volume, but when it ceased
There are at least two copies
to exist is not known.

It

known to be in existence.
The Princeton Religious and Literary Gazette was a
weekly newspaper, commenced in May, 1824, edited
by Rev. Robert Gibson, printed by Borrenstein.

The New Jersey Patriot was a weekly newspaper,
commenced in 1825; at first a political and after two
years a literary one.
It lived a few years.
A Series
Tracts, issued monthly in 1824, was pub
of

lished

by Borrenstein,
hundred pages.

making a volume

of three

The American Journal, by Rev. Robert Gibson,
was published weekly.
First number was issued

April

2, 1825.

The American Magazine was
in

1826, and took the place

of

a monthly, published
the Journal.

The Princeton Courier, was a weekly newspaper,
published about four years from 1831.
It had a vig
nette of Nassau

Hall

and adjoining buildings.

Ber

It advocated the
Connoly was its publisher.
election of Jackson and Van Buren.
The American System was a weekly paper, pub

nard

& Co., and is the only weekly newspaper published
in Princeton.
The Princeton Journal, by Blanchard, in 1865, only
survived a few months.
It was a weekly newspaper.
The Princeton Magazine was. a monthly, published

in 1850, by J. T. Robinson, edited by W. C. Alexan
der, assisted by his father,#Dr. Alexander, and his
two brothers, Drs. James and Addison Alexander ;
discontinued at the end of the year.
The Biblical Repertory and Princeton Review, a quar
terly, established in 1825, edited by Rev. Dr. Charles
Hodge as sole editor till 1870, then was assisted by
After the reunion of the two
Rev. Dr. Atwater.
Church its name was
branches of the Presbyterian
changed to the- Presbyterian Quarterly and Princeton
It has since become
Review.
Dr. Hodge withdrew.
Princeton
Review, a first-class bi-monthly, the
The
cheapest and ablest magazine in the country, under
the management of Mr. Jonas Libbey, of New York.

It

is non-ecclesiastical.

The Missionary Review was established in. Prince
ton in April, 1878, by the Rev. R. G. Wilder, for
It is bi-monthly, and is
merly a missionary in India.
independent of all ecclesiastical control and connec
It is ably edited and growing in influence and
tion.
patronage.
It was printed by Mr. Sharp at Trenton
until this year. It is now printed by C. S. Robinson
& Co. in Princeton.

lished by R. E. Hornor, edited by Dr. L. V. Newton ;
first issued Sept. 7, 1832, advocating Clay and Ser
geant on the Presidential ticket.

There are several college papers, such as the Nassau
Literary. Magazine, Nassau Herald, Princetonian, and a
new one called The Tiger, but their circulation is con
fined to that department of life.

The Princeton Whig came out of the American. Sys
E. Hornor becoming editor, and John T.
It continued from 1832 till
Robinson, publisher.
1851, when Hornor, just before his death, sold out to

The College of New
This institution is
known in its charter and general history as " The
College of New Jersey."
It is often designated as
Hall,"
"Nassau
because the old and original college

Robinson.

building, now known as North College, was named
by Governor Belcher Nassau Hall, to the immortal
memory of the glorious King William the Third, who
was a branch of the illustrious house of Nassau. This
hall, which was for so many years the only building
of the college, came to represent the college, and
hence it was common to speak of those who were
graduated at this college as graduates of Nassau Hall.
But since this original hall has become only a central
figure in a group of large and costly buildings sur
rounding it and used for college purposes which
quite cast the original into the shade as the represen
tative of the college, and since there are now other
colleges in New Jersey, a third
name has been sug

tem, Robert

The Princeton Press was

a new name to the Prince

ton Whig, and was edited and published by John T.
Robinson till 1861, when the Press became consoli
dated with the Standard.
The Mercer County Mirror was a weekly newspaper
owned and edited by Howard V. Hullfish, a practical
printer.
He died in 1856, and the office was sold.

The Princeton Standard was a weekly newspaper es
tablished in 1859, by J. F. Hageman, with an imper
sonal editorship.
In 1861 it was united with, the

Press, and published as the Standard by J. T. Robin
son till his death in 1862, and then by his sons, John
A. Robinson, till his death, and then by Charles S.
Robinson, who in 1867 purchased the paper and office
and held it

till

1870.

The Princetonian was the Standard, sold to Stille &
Smith, published by C. S. Robinson, and edited by Rev.
It was a double-sheet weekly, lit
Professor Moffat.
erary in character, and too Costly for its patronage.

It

went back to Mr. Robinson in 1873, who called it
The Princeton Press, which has been reduced to a
single sheet, and is still published by C. S. Robinson

Jersey.—

and is now generally

applied when speaking
•
namely, Princeton College.
There are but three colleges in the United States
which were founded before Princeton College, viz. :
gested,

of the institution,

Harvard, in 1636, William and Mary's, in 1693, and
Yale, in 1701.
The College of New Jersey received its first charter
from John Hamilton, acting Governor of New Jer
sey, Oct. 22, 1746.
The. application for this charter
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having been previously made and denied, was now
again presented to Governor Hamilton, who granted

it without first obtaining the consent of the Provin
cial Legislature, and without having first obtained
the leave of His Majesty's government to do so. The
legality of this exercise of power was questioned as
being at least unprecedented, but it seems to have
been acquiesced in, and was followed by Governor
Belcher, Governor Franklin, and Governor Bernard.
The following notice appeared in the Weekly PostBoy, of New York, Feb. 10, 1747:
" Whereas,a charter with full and ample privileges has been granted
by His Majesty under the seal of the Province of New Jersey, bearing
date the 22d of October, 1746,for erecting a college within the said
province to Jonathan Dickinson, John Pierson, Ebenezer Pemberton,
and Aaron Burr, ministers of the Gospel,and someother gentlemen,as
trusteesof said college,by «hich charter equal liberties and privileges
are securedto every denomination of Christians, any different religious
sentiments notwithstanding.
" The said trustees have thereforethought proper to inform the pub
lic, that they design to open the said college the next spring, and to
notify to any person or personswho are qualified by preparatorylearn
ing, for admission,that some time in May next, at latest, they may be
admitted to an Academic Education."

It is

manifest by reference to the petitioners as well
that they were Presbyterians, and
that they designed to make this a Presbyterian insti
tution, though a liberal one, in which they could se
as the corporators

cure at home a thorough

education for their sons,
The
especially those who were seeking the ministry.
great schism in that denomination had occurred in
1741, and it sprang out of the
excesses in religious revivals,
gree of ministerial education
be ordained as preachers of

controversy about the
and the requisite de
in those who sought to
the gospel. The Log

College on the Neshaminy did not seem to satisfy
those who wanted this college, and the friends of
that school, soon after this college was chartered and
organized, gave it their support and joined in making

it a success.
There being some question as to the
validity of this first charter, a second one was granted
by Governor Belcher, Sept. 14, 1748.
The institution had been organized, however, under
the first charter,

and the trustees elected the Rev.
president of

Jonathan Dickinson, of Elizabethtown,
the college.

First President,

Rev. Jonathan

Dickinson,

1746-47. —The college was opened at Elizabethtown
in May, 1747, by the president in his own house. He

had been pastor of the Presbyterian Church at that
place from 1709. He was the most influential minister
clergy of New Jersey ; had
among the Presbyterian

been accustomed to teach young men preparing for
the liberal professions, and at the same time was a
practicing physician of considerable reputation in the
profession, and was an author of some dis
He was assisted in giving instruction to
the first class in college by Caleb Smith, who acted
medical

tinction.

as tutor.

The members of the first class were Enos Ayres,
Benjamin Chestnut, Hugh Henry, Israel Reed, Rich
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ard Stockton, and Daniel Thane.
All but Richard
Stockton became clergymen, and he became the dis
tinguished civilian of Princeton, who signed the Dec

of Independence in 1776. These were the
first fruits of the college, who headed the roll of the
alumni.
But, alas 1 in the midst of these bright anticipations
laration

and faithful services President Dickinson's career
was suddenly terminated.
He died of pleurisy Oct.
year of his age.
He was
7, 1747, in the sixtieth
buried at Elizabethtown with great lamentation ; his
name was honored throughout the county as " a star
of superior brightness and influence in the orb of the
church."
President Edwards called him " the late
learned and very excellent Mr. Jonathan Dickinson."
The Rev. Dr. Belamy called him " the great Mr.

Dickinson."

The Rev. Dr. John Erskine, of Edin
"
burgh, said the British Isles have produced no such
writers on divinity in the eighteenth century as Dick
inson and Edwards." Governor Belcher spoke of him
" that eminent servant of
as
God, the learned and
pious Dickinson."
The Rev. Dr. Sprague said "it
maybe doubted whether, with the single exception of
the elder Edwards, Calvinism has ever found an abler
or more efficient champion than Dickinson."

Dickinson was born in Hatfield, Mass.,
He was graduated at Yale College in
1706.
His wife was Joanna Melyne.
His youngest
daughter Martha was married to Rev. Caleb Smith,
who had been a tutor under him in college.
His
daughter Abigail was the second wife of Jonathan
Sergeant, who, as treasurer of the college, removed
with it to Princeton. President Dickinson was the
author of a large number of published sermons, tracts,
treatises, pamphlets, and papers oh the doctrines of
the church.
He was a very handsome man.
Second President, Rev. Aaron Burr, 1747-57.
—Upon the death of President Dickinson, the students
of the college were placed under the care and instruc
tion of the Rev. Aaron Burr, at Newark, who was
pastor of the Presbyterian Church, and a teacher of
President

April

22, 1688.

a classical school at that place.
A new charter was
obtained Sept. 14, 1748, from Governor Belcher, who
had just become Governor of the province of New
Jersey, and who was a warm friend of the college.
The trustees accepted the new charter, and then

elected, in November, 1748, Mr. Burr president of the
college.
The first commencement took place- under
the new charter at Newark.
The unity of the college
under the two charters is proved by the bestowal of
degrees upon the class taught under the first,
without
examination under the second.
A glance at the trustees will show that they were the
most solid and influential men in the country ; that
the clerical members were leading Presbyterians, and
the lay members were also most honorable and emi
nent men : Governor Belcher, who was ex-officio presi
dent of the board, was a graduate of Harvard, and was
a devoted friend

of the college, and spoke of it

as

his
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adopted daughter.
Jonathan Dickinson and Aaron
Burr, two of the trustees, became honored presidents
of the college. The Rev. John Pierson was a grad
uate of Yale, and pastor of the Presbyterian Church
in Woodbridge, N. J. The Rev. John Pemberton,
D.D., was a graduate of Harvard, and Presbyterian
pastor in New York.
The Rev. Joseph Lamb was a
graduate of Yale, and pastor of the Presbyterian
Church at Basking Ridge, N. J. The Rev. Gilbert
and William Tennent, Jr., were educated under their
father at the Log College.
Both were eminent min
isters, the one at Philadelphia and the other at Free
hold, N. J. The Rev. Richard Treat was a graduate
of Yale, and pastor of the Presbyterian Church at
Abington, Pa. The Rev. Samuel Blair studied at the
Log College, and was pastor at Shrewsbury, N. J.,
and afterwards at Fogg's Manor, Pa. The Rev. David
Cowell was graduated at Harvard, and pastor of the
Presbyterian
Church at Trenton, N. J. The Rev.
Timothy Johnes was a graduate of Yale, and pastor
of the Presbyterian Church at New Brunswick, N. J.
The Rev. Jacob Green was a graduate of Harvard,
and Presbyterian pastor at Hanover, N. J. He was
the father of Rev. Ashbel Green, and a patriotic
member of the Provincial Congress, and aided in
forming the first Constitution of New Jersey.
The lay members were hardly less distinguished
for their intelligence and position : Hon. James
Hude was from Scotland, but resided in New Bruns
wick, of which he was mayor, and was a member of
Governor Belcher's Council, and a ruling elder in the
Presbyterian Church.
Hon. John Reading; of Hun
terdon County, also senior member of Council, and
became acting Governor of the province upon the
death of Governor Belcher.
Hon. Andrew Johns
ton, of Amboy, was also member of Council, and an
Episcopalian.
Hon. Thomas Leonard, of Prineeton,
member of Council and a prominent public man.
Hon. John Kinsey was an able lawyer in New Jersey,
and afterwards chief justice of Pennsylvania.
He
Hon. Edward Shippen was a mer
was a Quaker.
chant of influence in Philadelphia. Hon. Willian
Smith was an eminent lawyer of New York City and
judge of the Supreme Court.
Peter Van Brugh
Livingston, Esq., an eminent merchant of New York,
and brother of Governor Livingston. William Peartree Smith, Esq., a graduate of Yale, a lawyer by pro
fession. His daughter became the wife of Elisha Bou
after her mar
dinot, and he lived at Elizabethtown
riage ; and Samuel Hazard, Esq., of New York, whose
son

Ebenezer

became

Postmaster-General

of the

United States.
Such were the founders of this college, who guided
its infancy and stamped upon its history the
They raised funds to
character it now maintains.
erect a college building and fixed its

it in

Locationat Princeton. — The city of New Bruns

wick had been more prominently mentioned than
Princeton, and the trustees had resolved to locate the

college there, provided the inhabitants of that place
would secure to it one thousand pounds, ten acres of
land contiguous to the college, and two hundred acres
of woodland within three miles from the town. These
terms not being accepted, the men of Princeton
hastened to comply with the offer, and Richard Stock
ton, Thomas Leonard, John Hornor, and Nathaniel
Fitz Randolph furnished the requisite land and bonds,
and thereupon the college was located at Princeton.
It had been the desire of Governor Belcher and others
from the time of the charter to locate the institution
in the central position of Princeton, and the prompt
liberality of Princeton snatched the prize from the
hesitating action of New Brunswick. Thomas Leon
ard, of Princeton, was chairman of the building com
The work was commenced in 1754, and was
mittee.
ready in the autumn of 1756 for the use of the insti
tution, and President Burr, with about seventy stu
dents, removed from Newark to Princeton in the fall
of 1756, taking the library with him.
The college building originally was one hundred
and seventy-six feet in length, fifty-four in width,
with projections in the middle, front and rear. A
cupola surmounted the centre of the roof.
There
were three stories with a basement.
There were
forty-nine rooms, designed for one hundred and
forty-seven students. There were other rooms for
library, recitations, refectory, dining-room.
The
whole number of rooms, besides the chapel, was
sixty.
The chapel was nearly forty feet square, with
a gallery, rostrum, and organ.
This was used for
preaching and public meetings; Congress occupied it

in

1783.

This building was named by Governor - Belcher
" Nassau Hall," as
already stated, and it still stands
as North College, though it has been twice burned,
except its walls, which have been renovated in re
building in 1802 and 1855. This was regarded as the
grandest building of the kind in this country when
first erected. The president's house was built at the
same time near it. Both of these buildings are still
standing and in use by the college.
During President Burr's administration of ten years
the number of graduates was one hundred and four
teen ; more than half became preachers of the gos
pel, and about forty were men of note, and some em
inent.
He was the only professor, but there were two
tutors.
In the midst of these high hopes of future
success Governor Belcher died, Aug. 31,
1757, and
President Burr, who preached his funeral sermon
with a high fever on him, died on the 24th of Sep
tember following, and was buried in Princeton. Pres
ident Burr was born in Fairfield, Conn., in
1715, and
was graduated at Yale with distinction in the lan
guages and sciences.
He was universally beloved

and esteemed, an excellent preacher, a great
scholar,
and a very great man. Such was the opinion of
Ben
jamin Franklin concerning him.
His wife was Es
ther, daughter of Jonathan Edwards.
They left two
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children, —Sarah, wife of Tapping Reeve, chief jus
tice of Connecticut, and Aaron Burr, who was VicePresident of the United States for four years from
1801, and one of the most notable public men of this
country.

Third President,

Rev.

Jonathan Edwards,

1757-58. —This eminent man was called from Stock-

bridge, Mass., to fill the vacancy caused by the death
of his son-in-law, President Burr. He had been pas
tor of the church at Northampton, Mass., for twenty
years before he went to Stockbridge.
He was born at
East Windsor, Conn., Oct. 5, 1703. He was a gradu
ate of Yale, and greatly distinguished from his youth
for his vigorous mind and his philosophical investi
gation of profound subjects. His religious character

was self-denying and rigid. Though he held the office
of president for less than a year, his election, accep
tance, and inauguration conferred high honor upon
the college.

He was elected Sept. 29, 1757, and died
The smallpox prevailed in Princeton
when he came here, and he was inoculated by Dr.
The treatment of the
Shippen, of Philadelphia.
disease seemed successful, and the ordinary period of
Feb. 23, 1758.

danger had passed, when a secondary fever super
vened, and the great number of pustules in his throat
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Forty students were admitted to the first degree. The
commencement of 1762 was quite a memora
ble one. The programme of exercises was more im
posing and pretentious than those of the present day.
Governor Hardy was present on behalf of the trustees.
Richard Stockton greeted him with an address, in
which he said, —
annual

" As

the college of this province has been favored
with the patronage of each of our Governors since its
institution, your Excellency will be pleased to take
it under your protection. We can assure you that we
adopt the general principle of preparing youth for
public service in Church and State, and making them
useful members of society, without concerning our
selves about their particular religious denomination."
The Governor responded, pledging every assistance
in his power in promoting the prosperity of this useful
seminary of learning.
Under the administration of President Finley the
college rose in importance and in the number of
students. The number of graduates in 1762 was
twenty-one, and among them Dr. Absalom Bainbridge,
Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant, Ebenezer Hazard, and
Jacob Manning. In the year 1763 the names of Wil
liam Paterson and Tapping Reeve appear among the

In the year 1765 the graduating class
numbered thirty-one members, and that of the next
year the same number, including Oliver Ellsworth,

so obstructed

it that the necessary medicines and die
tetic preparations could not be administered.
He
left ten children.
His life and works have been pub

graduates.

lished in ten volumes.
Prominent among them are
Will," "Redemption,"
"True
his "Freedom of the
Virtue," " Religious Affections,"
and " God's Last
End in Creation."

Nathaniel Niles, Luther Martin, David Howell, and
Jonathan Edwards, the son of President Edwards.
Dr. Finley was assisted by tutors, Jeremiah Halsey,
Samuel Blair, James Thompson, and Joseph Periam,
and the course of instruction in college introduced by
the president is said to have been similar to that in
European colleges. There were four classes, as now,
and the number of students rose as high as one hun
dred and twenty in 1764.
Of the students under
President Finley fifty-nine became ministers of the

Fourth President,

61. — President

Rev. Samuel Davies, 1759-

Davies, of Virginia, took the oath of
office Sept. 26, 1759, the day of commencement, and
he presided over the exercises. Eighteen students

He devoted
were admitted to the degree of A.B.
himself with energy to his work, and introduced the
practice of English composition and eloquence with
He also undertook to train a class of
much success.
students for the ministry.
He had efficient tutors to
assist him in college, viz., Halsey, Treat, and Ker.
He and Gilbert Tennent went to Great Britain before

gospel.

The president preached to the students and the
families of the town in the chapel.
He took a lead
ing part in the building of the church, and is be
lieved to have preached in it before he died. He was

he was elected president to raise funds for the col
lege, and they preached there with great acceptance,
and were invited by Whitefield to be his guests, which

greatly beloved by the congregation and citizens of
He received the rare honor of a degree of
the town.
Doctor of Divinity from the University of Glasgow.

they declined.
President Davies was a pulpit orator with no supe
Three volumes of his sermons
rior in this country.

Dr. Finley was a native of Ireland, born in 1715,
came to this country in 1734, and settled in West
Jersey ; studied theology at the Log College. He
preached and taught a classical school at Nottingham,

have been published, and they rank high for merit.
He maintained his reputation while at the head of
the college, and he brought the number of students

higher than it had ever been before, reaching one
He died of fever, Feb. 4, 1761, in the
thirty-eighth year of his age, and was buried in the
cemetery by the side, of President Edwards.
Fifth President, Rev. Samuel Finley, 176166. —President Finley, of Maryland, was inducted into
the office Sept. 30, 1761, the day of commencement.
hundred.

and was called thence to Princeton.
His health
failed and he went to Philadelphia for medical assist
ance, but died there July 12, 1766, aged fifty-one
years. His death was so triumphant and exultant
that

it

was contrasted with Hume's

Dr. Mason.

Sixth President,

Rev.

in

a sermon

by

John Witherspoon,

1768-94. — Dr. Witherspoon having been twice elected,
accepted, and was inaugurated president Aug. 17,
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1768, and delivered

on the

his inaugural address in Latin,
and Science."
He was born

" Union of Piety

in Yester, Scotland, Feb. 5, 1723, the son of the Rev.
James Witherspoon, an able minister, his mother a
pious descendant of John Knox, the reformer, edu
cated at the University of Edinburgh, with strong
He was
intellectual vigor and thorough training.
forty-two years old when he came to Princeton, and
seventy-two years old when he died.
He entered
upon his duties here with high repute for talents and
learning.

Dr. Witherspoon began by improving the system
of education, and adopting the policy, which was new
in this country, of teaching by lectures, and he deliv
ered lectures on four subjects, viz.: Belles-lettres
moral

and history,
philosophy,
and
chronology
These were popular and gave reputation
He introduced the study of the He
to the college.
brew and French languages, and increased the library
and philosophical apparatus.
He brought with him

divinity.

and presented to the library three hundred volumes,
and he was instrumental in procuring for the college
the first orrery constructed by Rittenhouse,
which
was much injured by the soldiers of the Revolution.
Dr. Witherspoon was a general scholar, could teach
and French, as well as Latin and Greek.
William Churchill Houston was tutor under President
Witherspoon until 1771, when he was appointed Pro
fessor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy.
Dr. Witherspoon rendered important service by
efforts to increase the funds of the college.
These,
which had greatly run down, were now greatly im
proved, so that the institution became out of debt,
with a surplus.
He preached in the church to the
Hebrew

congregation and students, and acted as pastor during
the year he was president of the college.
war commenced, Dr.
When the Revolutionary
Witherspoon had been president of the college for
eight years, and had greatly built it up. Among
those who had graduated during these years were
many young men who soon became eminent.
We
might name Charles Beatty, John Henry, William
Channing, Samuel Stanhope Smith, Frederick Fre

linghuysen, James Witherspoon, John Taylor, Hugh
Brackenridge,
Philip Frenau, James Madison,

H.

Aaron Burr, William Bradford, Andrew Hunter,
Hugh Hodge, Henry Lee, Morgan Lewis, Aaron
Samuel Leake, Henry
Ogden, John Witherspoon,
Brockholst
Livingston, Jonathan Mason, William
Andrew Kirk
Stevens Smith, David Witherspoon,
patrick, Charles Lee, James Reed, John A. Scud
der, Jonathan Dayton, John Rutherford, and many
others.

The patriotic

and

eminent

services

which Dr.

rendered to his adopted country had
no little influence upon those young men who had
been educated under him and had graduated at Nas
Witherspoon

sau Hall, and history illustrates their names. The
history of Dr. Witherspoon in the Revolution fills a

large page in the history of our country, both before
aud after he became a signer of the Declaration.
When Lord CornwaUis approached Princeton with

Witherspoon disbanded the
and suspended indefinitely
occupied, the places of the
buildings.
The college lost
nothing in reputation by the conduct of its president,
professor, and graduates during the war; and when
the removal of hostilities allowed the reopening of
college, President Witherspoon and Professor Hous
ton re-entered their places, and it was not long be
his Hessian troops, Dr.
students of the college,
the exercises.
Soldiers
students in the college

fore three other professors were added to the faculty,
S. Stanhope Smith, Ashbel Green, and
Walter Minto, LL.D.
There were as many as
twenty-five different tutors employed while Dr. With
viz., Rev.

erspoon was president.
His administration extended
through, twenty-six
years, and during that period
there were four hundred and sixty-nine graduates,

of whom one hundred and fourteen became ministers
of the gospel. Six of these graduates were members
of the Continental Congress, twenty were members of
the United States Senate, and twenty-three of the
House of Representatives.
One became President
of the United States and one Vice-President.
Dr. Witherspoon was a voluminous author. His
several essays, speeches, sermons, and lectures were
published in four volumes.
His influence and repu
tation as a theologian, preacher, statesman, educator,
and scholar were extensive in church, in state, aud
in letters, in this country and in Europe ; and he
added much to the fame and strength of the college.

He, had ten children, but five of them died before he
left Scotland.
He died at Tusculum, his countryseat, a little way out of town, the 15th day of Novem
ber, 1794, and was buried "in the cemetery with the
other presidents there buried.

Seventh President, Rev. Samuel Stanhope
Smith, 1795-1812.— The successor to President With

erspoon was his son-in-law, the Rev. S. Stanhope
Smith, who was elected May 6, 1795.
He had been
a professor in the college since 1779.
He was born
in Lancaster County, Pa., March 16, 1750, graduated
at this college in 1769, and studied theology with
Dr. Witherspoon.
He was a popular and eloquent
preacher, and was president of Hampden-Sidney
Col
lege for a few years. He was
then elected Professor

of Moral Philosophy in his Alma Mater at Princeton,
being the second professor, besides the president, at
that time. In 1786 he was chosen vice-president of
the college, and resided in the president's
house, the
president residing at Tusculum.
He became an ele
gant scholar and
gentleman, and was frequently in
vited to deliver public addresses and
lectures.
He
became president of the college in 1795. His admin
istration was early distinguished by the appointment
of a Professor of Chemistry, a step in
advance of
other American colleges. He labored to
increase the'

funds of the college, and appealed

to the State

of
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New Jersey for aid, founded upon the claims and
services of the college, and the State granted -four
thousand eight hundred dollars, to be paid within
three years. This, Dr. Maclean says, is the only
pecuniary aid it ever received from the State treasury.
President Smith was administering
the affairs of
college well when, on the 6th of March, 1802, Nassau
Hall was consumed b,y fire, except its walls, with
most of the library and apparatus.
It was suspected

been set on fire. A general appeal for
assistance was made throughout the country, and
The
especially throughout the Presbyterian Church.
president collected in the Middle and Southern States
one hundred thousand dollars.
The hall was rebuilt
upon the old walls.
In addition to this the trustees

of having

erected two or more dwelling-houses for professors,
and other buildings for lecture-rooms and for stew
ard's room and refectory.
A cabinet of natural
history was procured by the trustees, chiefly through
the efforts of Elias Boudinot, in the year 1805, at the
cost of three thousand dollars.
In 1806 fifty-four
students were admitted to the first degree, a greater
number than at any previous year. There were four
professors, one teacher of French, and two or three

But there were disorders in the college, and
it became necessary to expel as many as one hundred

tutors.

and twenty-five

students.
the trustees appointed a oommittee to
confer with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church on the subject of establishing a theological
seminary in Princeton. This was accomplished, and
the teaching of theology in college was discontinued

In

1810

and transferred to the seminary.
After a connection with the college for thirty-three
years, President Smith, on account of ill health, re
signed the presidency in 1812.
During his adminis
tration there were five hundred and thirty-one grad
became presidents or
uates, of whom twenty-two
professors in colleges, one a Vice-President of the
United States, and a large number became distin
guished in Congress and Cabinet and other high
places in Church and State.
President Smith was much admired in society, as
Gen. Washing
well as in the chair and the pulpit.
ton, in a letter to his adopted son, George Washington

Park Custis, written from Mount Vernon, July 23,
" No college has turned out better scholars
1797, said,
or more estimable characters than Nassau, nor is there
any one whose president

is thought more capable to

direct a proper system of education than Dr. Smith."
"
Dr. Lindsley said of him, His person, presence,
and carriage were so remarkable that he never entered
the village church or college chapel, or walked the
streets, or appeared in any company without arrest

or creating a sensation, not of surprise
of pleasing, grateful admiration, a
kind of involuntary emotion and homage of the
heart, a tribute as cordially yielded as it was richly
deserved."

ing attention

or wonder,

41

but
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Yale conferred upou him the degree of Doctor of
He
Divinity, and Harvard, that of Doctor of Laws.
delivered an address before the American Philosophi
cal Society in Philadelphia, which gave rise to his
volume on "The Variety of Complexion and Figure
Species."
of the Human
Dr. Smith was the first president of the college
who did not die iu the office.
dence in the town

till Aug.

He continued his resi
21, 1819, when he died,

and was buried by the side of President Witherspoon
in the cemetery. He left one son and six daughters,
all married but one, to survive him. They were
prominent in society in their day.

of the growth of the college under his
it has been noted that four professors
were added to the faculty. They were John Maclean,
He was
M.D., the father of ex-President Maclean.
a surgeon in the civil and military service of Great
Britain, a native of Scotland, a man of superior at
tainments in chemistry, and also in mathematics and
natural philosophy.
He came to this country in
1795.
He added to the reputation of the college.
He married a daughter of Dr. Absalam Bainbridge,
of Princeton, and sister of Commodore Bainbridge,
U.S.N. Professor William Thompson was elected
Professor of Languages in 1802, the Rev. Henry
Kollock of Theology in 1803, and Rev. Andrew
Hunter of Astronomy and Mathematics in 1804.
Eighth President, Rev. Ashbel Green, 181222. — Dr. Green was elected president Aug. 14, 1812.
He was a son of the Rev. Jacob Green, pastor of the
church at Hanover, Morris Co., N. J., the place where
. As a mark

administration

President Green was born July 6, 1762 ; he graduated
at this college in 1783, in the presence of Gen. Wash
ington and the American Congress, and spoke the
He was an attractive
valedictory to his class.
preacher, a sound theologian of the Calvinistic school,
and an ecclesiastic of leading influence in the courts
Upon his
and councils of the Presbyterian Church.
inauguration
as president the faculty- was recon
structed. The Rev. Philip Lindsley was chosen Pro
fessor of Languages, and Professor Slack was elected
Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy.
The number of students was not large, but was in
creasing.
a wonderful revival of
Notwithstanding
religion

began in the college in the year 1814, there
was unusual turbulence and disorder among the stu
dents, both before and after the revival, and the re
bellion reached its climax in 1817. For. several days
the college exercises were entirely interrupted.
A
large number

of students were sent home, the good
name of the college suffered reproach, and the civil
authorities were called upon to enforce authority and
protect the college property.
Only twenty-one stu
dents took the first degree in that year. Professor

Slack resigned, and Henry Vethake, late professor
in Queen's College, was elected to fill his vacancy.
In 1818 a new professorship was created, that of
" Experimental
Philosophy, Chemistry, and Natural
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History,"

and Jacob Green, a son of the president,
fill the chair. John Maclean was
elected tutor while a student m the theological semi
nary, at the age of nineteen years.
was elected to

The administration

of President Green was not a
smooth one.
There was friction in the faculty and
turbulence
During it there
among the students.
were three hundred and fifty-six graduates, of whom
twenty-nine became presidents or professors of col
in
leges, and a large niimber became distinguished
high places in Church and State. The graduating
class of 1821 numbered forty.
President Green was
patriotic and well versed in public matters. He was
the first president of the college who was a native
Jerseyman.
The Theological Seminary, which was
established in Princeton at the time he became presi
dent of the college, was located here in no small de
gree through the efforts and influence of Dr. Green.
Ex-President Maclean says of him, "No president
of the college, ever kept more constantly in mind its
original design as an institution devoted to the inter
learning."
ests of religion and
He made Dr. Wither
spoon his model character.
He resigned his office as
president Sept. 22, 1822, and died in Philadelphia,
May 19, 1848, near the close of his eighty-sixth year,
and was buried with the presidents at Princeton.
He
was a fine and venerable-looking
man. He had four
sons, Robert S., James S., Jacob, and Ashbel Green.
He was eminent with the pen, and was an extensive
author.
His biography, written chiefly by himself,
was published and edited by the Rev. Dr. Joseph H.
Jones.

Ninth President,

Rev.

James

Carnahan,

1823-54. — The successor of President Green was Rev.
James Carnahan, D.D., elected May 12, 1823. He
was born in Cumberland County, Pa., Nov. 15, 1775,
and graduated at Princeton in 1800. He was licensed
by the Presbytery of New Brunswick, taught a classi

cal school at Georgetown, D. C, for nine years, and
was pastor of a church for several years at Utica,

N. Y.
Dr. Carnahan

came with less reputation than his
years old
predecessors, and was about 'forty-eight
when he became president.
The faculty at that time
consisted only of the president, vice-president, a pro
fessor of mathematics, and two tutors.
With experi
ence in teaching, a well-disciplined
mind, a gentle
spirit, strong common sense, with sincerity, modesty,
and dignity, he proved a successful officer, and
during his administration of thirty-one years the col
lege prospered.
The Whig and Clio Halls, the East
and West Colleges, a professor's house, a refectory,
and a chapel were built.

A Law Department was organized in 1847. The
appliances of the college were increased, the campus
was improved, the standard of study was gradu
ally raised, and the faculty was enlarged. Instead
of two professors and two tutors to aid him, as when
he began, he had

at the time

of his resignation

six professors, two assistant professors, three tutors,
and a teacher of modern languages.
He conferred
the first degree on sixteen hundred and thirty-four
students, about as many as "the whole number of his
predecessors had conferred from the origin of the
college.
The number who became ministers of the
gospel was two hundred and ninety-one.
He brought
the number of students in attendance from one hun
dred to two hundred and thirty. His administration
was pacific.
In tendering his resignation, June 29,

he said, "Many cases of irregular and bad con
duct on the part of individual students have occurred,
yet it may not be improper to remark that except on
one occasion, which happened a few weeks after
came into office, no general combination to resist the

"1853,

I

authority of the faculty has taken place in thirty
years, nor have the studies and recitations of the
classes been suspended or interrupted a single day
from the same cause."

He died March 3, 1859, and was buried in Prince
ton, next to his predecessor, President Green, in the
eighty-fourth year of his age.
The professors who were members of the faculty
Carnahan were Jacob Green, John
Maclean, Luther Halsey, Robert B. Patton, Albert
B. Dod, Henry Vethake, John Torrey, Samuel L.
Howell, Lewis Hargous, Joseph Addison Alexander,
Joseph Henjy, Benedict Jaeger, James W. Alexan
der, John S. Hart, Stephen Alexander, Evert M.
Topping, Alex. Cardon de Sandrans, George M.
Giger, Matthew B. Hope, Richard S: Field, James
S. Green, Joseph C. Hornblower, John T. Duffield,
John Forsyth, Lyman Coleman, John Stillwell
Schank, Elias Loomis, Richard S. McCullough, and
under President

James C. Moffat.

Tenth President, Rev. John Maclean, 185468.— The election of the Rev. Dr. John
Maclean as
the successor of President Carnahan occurred in De
cember, 1853, and his inauguration
June 28, 1854.

He was a son of Dr. John Maclean, a former profes
sor in the college, who was born and educated in
Scotland, and was a chemist of celebrity.
President
Maclean had been connected with the college either
as tutor or professor from the time of his
graduation,
and was vice-president under President CarnahanHis administration was much like that of his prede
cessor.

Two important events affecting the interest of the
college occurred during his term of
office, namely, the
burning of old Nassau Hall and the withdrawal of
the Southern students in the civil war. On the 10th

of March, 1855, a fire broke out in the second story of
the building at half-past eight o'clock in the evening.
The wind was high, and all efforts to save the build

ing were vain, and before midnight the whole struc
ture, except its old stone walls, were a mass of ruins.
Many of the students lost their property, and the val
uable library of the Philadelphia Society was
nearly
destroyed.

,,
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President Maclean and the trustees proceeded forth

with to rebuild the edifice, and it was made fireproof,
and was slightly improved, but the old walls were
retained.
The long entries were discarded and com
partments were substituted.
The building was heated
by eight furnaces. The number of students soon after
this ran up to about three hundred, and the institution
went on prosperously.
When the civil war broke out in 1861, nearly one-

half of the students were from the slaveholding States,
and it is not difficult to imagine how hard it was to
control and repress the impetuous and excited young
men assembled from all parts of the then convulsed
Union. The result was that those who had gone to
their home beyond the line of the non-seceding States

in vacation did not return to college during the war.
President Maclean was eminently loyal to the national
cause, as were the other members of the faculty with
perhaps a single exception.

Notwithstanding these untoward events, Dr. Mac
lean during the fourteen years of his presidency con
ferred the first degree on eight hundred and ninety-five
graduates.
In the first year the number of graduates

sixtywas eighty, and in the last year, 1868, it was
three.
The financial interests of the institution received
most important aid during Dr. Maclean's administra
He says that within that period, including the
tion.
last year of President Carnahan's presidency, the
actual increase of the funds vested in approved and

reliable securities, after paying for rebuilding the
college, was not less than two hundred and forty thou
sand dollars ; of this sum one hundred and fifteen
thousand dollars were for professorships, over fifty
thousand dollars for scholarships, six thousand dollars
for prizes, and about sixty-four thousand dollars for
general purposes.
In addition to this was the gift of

Dr. John N. Woodhull of divers houses and land ad
jacent to this college, estimated at the time at twenty
thousand dollars. Also other gifts were made by Gen.
N. N. Halsted for the observatory of about sixty

thousand dollars, and by John C. Green in the pur
chase of land for various contemplated improvements
since carried out, besides other gifts, all of which at
that time amounted in the aggregate to more than

four hundred thousand dollars.

It

thus appears that

Maclean retired from the college at a time
when liberal things were devised for the institution,
and when confidence in its management was mani
President

fested

by. its friends and alumni.

With a sense that the growing infirmities of age
and the anxious cares of a long life in the service of
the college had so impaired his strength as to make it
advisable for him to surrender his place to another,
he tendered his resignation to the trustees in the year
He retired to a house in
1868, which was accepted.
Canal Street provided for him by his friends, where
he now resides, with an income provided for him by
the trustees of the college. He has in the mean time
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prepared and published a valuable history of the col
Though an octogenarian,
lege in two octavo volumes.
still
with
his
faculties in full vigor,
moves
about
he
filling offices of important and honorable trusts,

cordially receiving
the same unchanged

visits from his hosts of friends,
gentleman of true nobility, the

man in Princeton, his name honored
wherever known, and known throughout all the States

best-loved

of America.
The following professors were chosen and admitted
to the faculty during President Maclean's administra
tion : Lyman H. Atwater, Arnold Guyot, William A.
Dod, George A. Matile, Henry C. Cameron, Joshua
H. Mcllvaine, John S. Hart, Charles A. Aiken.
Eleventh President, Rev. James McCosh,
prom 1868. —President McCosh was inaugurated as
Maclean, Oct. 27, 1868.
He
was a native of Scotland, had been pastor at Brechen,
in that country, for sixteen years, and had been Pro
fessor of Logic and Metaphysics in Queen's College,
successor to President

Belfast, for about the same number of years before he
came to Princeton.
His arrival here was just one
hundred years after Dr. Witherspoon came from Scot
land to preside over the college.
He brought with
him a high reputation for character and scholarship.

He was then the author of several metaphysical
high for their merit. Among
these works were his "Method of Divine Govern
ment," "
Mind," " Typical
Intuitions of the Human
Creation,"
Special
Forms and
Ends in
"The Super
natural in Relation to the Natural." He has pub
lished several new works of high character since he
has been in Princeton.
Dr. McCosh was warmly received by the friends of
the college, and he has been well sustained from the
He is an enthusiast as an
day of his inauguration.
educator, and he has been very successful in enlisting
the co-operation of wealthy men, especially those of
Scotch descent and who were Presbyterians.
He is
works which ranked

a scholarly man, intensely studious,
pre-eminently
and ever watchful for the success of the institution
over which he presides.

The administration

of President McCosh was com
circumstances.
The civil
war, which had affected the number of the students,
had now resulted in peace and a maintenance of the
Union. The educational facilities in the Southern
menced under

favorable

States had been greatly impaired by the exhaustive
draughts of the Confederate government and army,
and Princeton College was regarded as the most at
to which the Southern young men
could be sent to obtain their education.
Moreover,
the liberal things which, as already mentioned, had
been devised by some of the benefactors of the col
lege foreshadowed for it a prosperous future.
Dr. McCosh has been president of this college for
tractive institution

fourteen years, as long as the term of his predecessor.
He has more than fulfilled the expectations of his
most sanguine supporters.
In enlarging the currie-
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ulum and raising the standard of study, in raising
the number of students and providing a place and
appliances for them, in the erection of new buildings
and creating new chairs, and in raising all needed
money and funds with which to extend the grounds
and buildings and to keep them in excellent order,
President McCosh has, through the trustees, accom
plished more for the college than any of his predeces

Old buildings have been transformed
or swept away ; new ones of great beauty and cost
have been multiplied yearly, until the group of them
astonishes the beholder who walks among them. The
sors had done.

Observatory, the Gymnasium, Dickinson Hall, Re
union Hall, the Chancellor Green Library, the John
Hall, Ed
C. Green School of Science, Witherspoon
wards Hall, Murray Hall, the presidential mansion
at Prospect, the Marquand Chapel have all made
their appearance since Dr. McCosh took charge of

In addition to these, new houses for
the institution.
professors have been erected, the grounds have been
enlarged and beautified, the faculty has been enlarged
to about thirty in number, and the number of students
has risen to five hundred and upwards.
The School op Science has become an impor
The Scien
tant branch or department of the college.
tific Hall is the largest and most expensive of the
college buildings.
It is fully endowed and thoroughly
equipped.
The general course of study prescribed
in this department is very comprehensive, and there

are also elective courses, such as biology and geology,
chemistry and mineralogy, civil engineering and ar
Students are admitted only after ade
chitecture.
quate preparation, and they are regarded as members

of the college, subject to all the rules and discipline,
and entitled to all the privileges of students in the
It is called the
literary or academic department.
John C. Green School of Science, because he estab
lished and endowed it magnificently.
The new professors and teachers who have been
added to the college since Dr. McCosh has been
president are the following : William A. Packard,
James C. Welling, Joseph Karge, Cyrus F. Brackett,
Henry B. Cornwall, Theodore W. Hunt, George McCloskie, James 0. Murray, Charles McMillan, Ed
ward D. Lindsey, Charles A. Young, S. Stanhope
Orris, Charles G. Rockwood, William M. Sloane.
When Dr. McCosh came here in 1868 there were
There
nineteen teachers, now there are thirty-five.

were two hundred and sixty-four students, and now
and it is
there are five hundred and thirty-seven;
estimated that the gifts to the college since he was
inaugurated

president

amount to two million

five

hundred thousand dollars. ¦

have been thirtyGovernors of New Jersey who have
presidents of the board of trustees,

Officers and Alumni. — There

four different

been ex-officio
Governor Belcher having been the first, and Gover
nor Ludlow the last one. There have been eleven
presidents of the college, President Dickinson the

first, and President McCosh being the present incum
bent.
There have been one. hundred and seventy-five
members of the board of trustees during the existence
of the college, embracing the most prominent men in

Church and State in New Jersey and in adjoining
States.

There have been seventy-five professors in the col
lege from its organization to the present time.
The present faculty is very large, containing about
thirty professors. The accession of new students, this
fall (1882) will reach nearly two hundred.
The whole number of the alumni, including the
dead and the living, may be set down at five thousand
four hundred and thirty-nine.
Of this number a large proportion entered the min
istry and the other learned professions. The propor
tion of graduates who became eminent as jurists,
statesmen, divines, and professors in literary institu
tions will be found larger than in other similar insti
These graduates belong to every State in
tutions.
the Union. In the Continental Congress there were
more members from Princeton College than any
other, there being twenty-eight, while Harvard and
It may
Yale, ranking next, each had twenty-three.
be noted that a very large proportion of the alumni of
Princeton were, in the earlier history of the college,

from the Southern States, where they sought high
places in political offices, both State and national.
Their circumstances favored such pursuits and such
rewards. Things have changed wonderfully through
Popular education has been raised
out the country.

high

as to begin

to touch our colleges, and the
and practical departments of these higher
institutions
are so well adapted to the useful arts
that they begin to meet the people and shower their

so

scientific

benefits directly upon the varied pursuits and busi
ness of life, instead of confining them to the learned
professions.

Buildings and Grounds.—There is now no build
ing on Nassau Street between the old Presbyterian
Church and Washington Street, formerly known as
Wilson's Corner, east of the School of Science, except
the old mansion of the president.
The campus ex
tends along the whole front. The old Maclean house,
the old City Hotel, which in the days of the Revolu
tion was kept by Maj. Hyer with the sign of "Hudi
bras,"
the compact fow of dwellings east of the hotel,
including the Col. Beatty house to the western corner,
are all removed, not a vestige of them is to be seen
there. The campus is inclosed on the whole front on

Nassau Street by a handsome iron fence, the pavement
in the street is well flagged, as are also the extensive
walks through the campus from building to building,
and the lawns are kept with nice care and
attention.
Instead of the four acres which were
originally re
quired and furnished to
secure the location of the
college here, additions have
extended the acreage to
above sixty acres.
Nassau Hall, or North College, is in the
centre of
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recitation-rooms,

as in Reunion Hall are warmed by
was named after the first president, Jona
Its
than Dickinson, by its donor, John C. Green.
original cost was one hundred and ten thousand dol

The rooms in this

He afterwards furnished

dollars, making the
two hundred and ten thousand dollars, the Elizabeth
Foundation Fund, in memory of his mother. He also
gave twenty-five thousand dollars for an income for

chapel is erected,
other use.

it will

probably be applied to some

The Halsted Observatory was built by Gen. N. N.
of Newark, N. J. The corner-stone was
laid in 1866. It consists of a central octagonal tower
supporting a revolving dome, with a smaller dome on
the east and west side. It was well built of stone at
This first munifi
the cost of sixty thousand dollars.
cent gift of the kind was followed by other like gifts.
A suitable telescope has just been completed for

it,

Halsted,

the second in size and power ever made.
stone building,
The Gymnasium

plete apparatus,

and

it

a

is

a

is
a

beautiful
structure, near the observatory and above the railroad
depot. It was built in 1869, at a cost of forty thou
gift of Robert Bonner and Harry G.
sand dollars,
provided with com
It
Marquand, of New York.

fully meets the end of its

a

Reunion Hall

is

erection.
five-story

dormitory,

built of

a

is

:

a

a

is

is

Green, and was named in honor of his brother, Henry
W. Green, chancellor of New Jersey. In 1873 he
gave one hundred and twenty thousand dollars for
erecting and completing the building, and six thou
sand dollars for its care. He afterwards gave forty
thousand dollars to endow the chair of the librarian.
The John C: Green School of Science, too, was the
gift of John C. Green, and
the largest and most im

It stands at the
posing of all the college buildings.
easterly end of the campus, near the corner of Nas
dwellingsau and Washington Streets. Eight or ten
purchased
and removed to make room for
houses were

built of light and brown
this grand building. It
variegated stone, with
It has foundation
tower.
originally of $200,000,— $100,000 for the building and
apparatus
$50,000 for the Henry Professorship
of
a

seating four or five hundred students. It stands near
It has been used for
the east end of North College.
public speaking and preaching.
Now that a new

hundred, making a total of seventy-one thousand eight
The little wing at the west end
hundred volumes.
beautiful room for the meeting of the trustees.
This beautiful building was the gift of John C.

Physics; and $25,000 for each of the chairs of Ana
lytical Chemistry and Natural History. Subsequently
he gave $25,000 more to complete the building and
apparatus, and also $5600 specially to Professor
Brackett for apparatus in his department of Physics.
Just before his death he proposed to give $100,000
more to the department of Civil Engineering. His
depart
It
carried out his proposal.
ment admirably furnished and equipped.
Witherspoon Hall, on high ground near the depot
beautiful landand to the west of Clio Hall, with
executors

a

The literary halls, Whig and Cliosophic, built about
They are Grecian buildings, and cost
about six thousand dollars each.
The old chapel is. a cruciform structure, in the
Byzantine style, erected in 1847. It was capable of
the year 1837.

library in the central structure, admirably and skill
fully arranged, and contains fifty-five thousand vol
umes. The two literary halls have each eight thousand
volumes, and the Philadelphian Society has eight

is

erected in 1833 and 1836, on the opposite sides of the
orignal back campus. They are four stories high.
Each has rooms for sixty-four occupants.

very ar
The Chancellor Green Library this
tistic and beautiful stone building, both in its interior
and exterior finish. It consists of central octagonal
small tower wing on
dome, with
building under
two sides corresponding to the large central one. The

is

where the museum of natural history and the
It was taken down after Dr.
refectory were kept.
McCosh came, to give place to the new library.
East and West Colleges : these dormitories were

was built in

1870.

a

Hall,

It

the care of this hall and grounds.

;

There was another building corresponding to this
built at the same time opposite on the east side
of the campus. It was known as the Philosophical
one

thousand

a

It has recently been converted into offices for
the treasurer and the college officers having charge
of the grounds and order of college.
ciety.

and invested for

it

lars.

It

it,

steam.

another one hundred

The Geological Hall was built in 1803, in the rear
of the president's house, and nearly opposite the west
end of Nassau Hall.
It was formerly used for recita
tion-rooms, the library, literary societies, geological
cabinet, and lecture-room, and the Philadelphian So

a

three-story stone building, de
to class instruction in lecture- and
with furniture adapted to such use.

is

Murray.

Dickinson Hall
voted exclusively

a

Hall was erected, has never been burned, and
not very much altered either within or without. It
is at the present time occupied by the Rev. Professor

Nassau

sand dollars.

a

on this hall. The building was
first used in 1756, when the college was transferred
from Newark to Princeton.
The original presidential
mansion, built when
clock are retained

It accommodates about
the Presbyterian
Church.
seventy-five students with rooms. It cost fifty thou
a

ited, except a few rooms for students, to the museum
of art, one of the most interesting and attractive
places on the college grounds.
The college bell and

trimmings in 1870, as memorial
of the reunion of the Old and New School divisions in
stone with red-brick

is

the group. Many of the original uses to which it was
applied have been extinguished by the provision of
Its present use is lim
new and separate buildings.
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scape, built of light gray stone, is a luxurious dormi
tory five stories high, elegantly finished in Eastlake
to accommodate about eighty students. It cost about

practical
A second observatory, for use in teaching
Young's'
resi
astronomy, is connected with Professor
dence on Prospect Avenue, with an equipment unri

one hundred thousand dollars, the gift of Mr. Green.
Murray Hall is a unique, low stone building, with
two large rooms on the ground-floor, on land east of

valed by that of any other institution in this country.
Endowments and Salaries. — The public are not
The en
accurately informed upon these subjects.

Whig Hall, for the

dowments, exclusive of the buildings, may be esti
The students' room
mated at one million dollars.
eight
yield
from
thousand dollars to ten thou
rents

a fund bequeathed by a graduate

sand dollars

Prospect, the present residence of President Mc
Cosh, the former residence of Thomas Potter, was
purchased by R. L. and Alexander Stuart, of New
'
York, and presented to the college. It consists of a
palatial
fine stone
residence with thirty acres of land

The charitable funds are thirty-two thousand dollars.
The prize and fellowship funds are about fifty thou
sand dollars. The scholarships amount to over sixtysix thousand dollars.
The School of Science fund is
not less than two hundred thousand dollars.
The
annual expenditures of the college are over one hun

enue leading through the college grounds to the rail
road depot.
In addition to these public buildings, the college
owns between fifteen and twenty residences upon or
very near the college grounds, besides the Marquand
Preparatory School
wards Kingston.

property, a mile out of town to

The Museum of Geology and Archaeology may be
in the centre of the North College. It embraces
specimens of casts of large fossil animals, several
thousand specimens of smaller fossils, five thousand
specimens of Alpine erratic boulders, illustrating the
seen

glacial

period; seventeen paintings, by Professors
Hawkins and Guyot, representing the flora and fauna
and scenery of the several geological periods, set up
on the panels of the gallery.

In

the Art Department
and statuary.

are paintings and portraits

The Museum of Natural History and Mineralogy
is in the third story of the School of Science, and is
admirably arranged.
The philosophical apparatus is" kept in the School
of Science, in connection with the lecture-room of
Professor Brackett.
The Department

of General and Applied Chem
istry is well supplied with all needed appliances,
which are in connection with the lecture-room of
Professor Schanck.

ments have been made in land and otherwise to facil
itate such agencies. A teacher is provided to super
intend and give instruction in this department.
In thus glancing at this venerable college,, from its
origin to the present time, it can be asserted with
truthfulness that it has answered thus far the end for
which it was established.
It has promoted religion
and learning. It has trained young men for the -min
istry and for the other learned professions, and now,
since the school of science has become so prominent a
feature in
more than ever reaching the masses

of men by diffusing
fits of the physical

among them the practical bene
sciences and of the arts. The

foremost statesmen, orators, jurists, philosophers, and
divines in our country have come forth from it. Its
alumni can be traced in all high places of honor and
usefulness, in the Presidency of the United States,

in Congress, both Continental and National in the
presidencies of colleges and theological seminaries
in gubernatorial chairs, and on the judicial bench.
In the scales of obligation the State of New Jersey

;

quand, of New York, and cost about one hundred
and fifty thousand dollars.
It is situated quite near
the entrance to Prospect, and on the east side of what
in former years was called College Lane, now open
college grounds, and being at the east end of the av

;

is built of stone, and will accommodate about one
thousand persons. It was the gift of Henry G. Mar

Athletic Games and Amusements. — The col
lege has made most ample arrangements for the phys
ical culture of its students, and has given not only
liberty but has prescribed it as a duty of the students
to attend upon gymnastic exercises ; and large invest

owes much more to this college than the college owes
to the State.
The recent proposal to establish in connection with
this college
school of art
so well assured of suc
cess that the future career of the institution promises
to eclipse that of the past.
is

Chapel is just finished, and is a
specimen of ecclesiastical architecture.
It

The Marquand
beautiful

dred thousand dollars.

it

Edwards Hall is a three-story dormitory, standing
south of Witherspoon Hall, the last dormitory erected
on the college ground.

is

adjoining the college property.

sand dollars a year, and tuition fees from thirty thou
Professors'
to forty thousand dollars.
salaries amount to three thousand five hundred dol
lars each per year. The treasurer's salary is the same.

it,

of the class of 1872,
Hamilton Murray, who was lost at sea in the ill-fated
"Villedu Havre."

a

use of the Philadelphian Society,
It
which is a society for religious culture in college.
is built of brownstone, in the English Gothic style,
and will seat four hundred persons. It was built by

Theological
Seminary of the Presbyterian
Church.— Threescore and ten years ago this title
was given by common consent to the first institution
of sacred learning established, in 1812, by the same
denomination that founded the College of New Jer
The trustees of the college co-op
sey at Princeton.
erated with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
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have been, and that are, intrusted with the direction.
In 1824 the church accepted for this institution
from the Legislature of New Jersey a charter incor
porating a board of trustees twenty-one in number,
twelve of whom were to be citizens of this common
wealth, to be custodians of the property, real and
personal, to fill up their own vacancies, and report

annually to the General Assembly of the church. For
some time there was collision occasionally between
the two boards, neither of them understanding pre
cisely how far the discretion of the directors should
constrain that of the trustees in accepting the ap
pointments of the former and disbursing the funds
on their recommendations.
But when the Assembly
of 1870 devolved on the board of directors power to

elect professors, etc., it also enacted that " all matters
relating to the finances, fixing the salaries of pro
fessors, the extent of endowment, and the aid of stu

trustees now

the seminary has been favored.
For many years the funds acquired for the found
ing and support of this institution were, like those of
the college before and beside
small sums from the Presbyterian

in very
Churches through

collections

out the land, whose alms, along with but less than
memorial to the Most High
their prayers, made
which has already resulted in great consummation.
In locating the seminary a gift of two acres by Rich
ard Stockton,

LL.D.,

necessitated the purchase from

him of two acres more at price more than equal to
the value of the whole four at the time of that first
gift; and this purchase was made as
donative by
the Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green, the first president of the
board of directors, and in every way the most promi
nent personage in founding the seminary. Most other
theological seminaries have originated in the leading
but ministers
counsel and munificence of laymen
of Christ began the school at Princeton, and even
their " deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their
liberality"
a local habitation as well
in making for
Their mites were, as usual, the earnest of
as name.
millions.
The Buildings. — There are sixteen buildings in
all now belonging to the seminary, which with the
a

of this original seminary, is enough to sustain its
national character, in which it is unrivaled hitherto,
not to mention the names of national reputation that

are among the most efficient

living to manage well the great charities with which

;

nation were planted, each engaging the resources and
gathering the students at more convenient centres,
And yet an area from
respectively, than Princeton.
Troy to Baltimore and from Brooklyn to the interior
of Middle Pennsylvania, represented in the direction

Green),

it,

These directors were chosen originally from every
part of the Presbyterian Church east and west, with
a large majority, of course, contiguously situated in
New Jersey and the neighboring cities, New York
and Philadelphia. The rapid enlargement of the
church in every direction, and especially west and
south, soon demanded other institutions of the kind,
and in less than a score of years after this foundation
three or four other seminaries of the same denomi

a

or veto by that

a

the Assembly, subject to approval
supreme judicatory.

L. Stuart, of

it

not only to fill their own vacancies, but also to elect
professors and report annually such proceedings to

The senior trustee now living is
New York, who, with his brother,
Alexander Stuart, deceased, has been one of the three
chief benefactors, to whom the seminary owes about
one million of dollars for its endowments in various
ways. The other two beneficent trustees are James
Lenox and John C. Green, both of New York, and
both embalmed in the grateful affections of Princeton
people. Mute memorials of all these donors adorn
every campus, and will speak to many generations
the praises of their munificence.
A nephew of Mr.
Lenox, Robert L. Kennedy, Esq., New York, and a
brother of Mr. Green, Hon. Caleb S. Green, also a
nephew, Charles E. Green, Esq. (son of Chancellor
Robert

a

one Presbyterian ministers and nine elders, and the
General Assembly of this church elected one-third of
each class every year until 1870, when this election
was relinquished to the board itself, with authority

vice-president.

grounds properly pertaining to each one respectively
million of dollars. The first
are worth nearly half
main building, called yet distinctively
the "Semi
nary," began
to be built in 1815, and was completed in
a

Church in affording to it local facilities for a time.
But the two institutions are entirely distinct in charter,
direction, faculty, and curriculum. The board of
direction has consisted from the beginning of twenty-
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patrick, Samuel Bayard, Esq., Hon. Samuel L. South

library, reading-rooms,

dormitories, and even refec
steward.
Crowded to excess by
tory, and rooms for
the increasing number of students in attendance,
their private rooms, in which two or more students
a

ard, Rev. James Carnahan, D.D., LL.D., Hon. Henry
W. Green, among the dead; and among whom should
be enrolled the Hon. Charles Ewing, for a short time

a

dents shall be by the board of directors submitted
approval."
to the trustees of the seminary for their
This authorization has made harmony and effective
co-operation, both boards having at heart the best
interests of the institution. Illustrious New Jersey-

is

men have successfully presided over this board of
trustees, most of them also citizens of what is now
Mercer County. The succession is Hon. Andrew Kirk

1817; in length one hundred and fifty feet, in width
It
built
fifty feet, and in height four stories.
of light brownstone, which at first, and for half
century, presented a dull appearance externally
until the whole edifice was renovated and remod
eled by the generosity of Mr. John C. Green, of
New York, when the stone color was made lively
and beautiful by red pointing of the mortar.
Orig
inally this building contained everything of accom
modation for seminary uses, — oratory, lecture-rooms,
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liability for attendance in their own rooms, and light
and heat also, in the public halls and class-rooms.
The lecture-rooms and oratory of the old buildings,
however inadequate in space and stifling for want of
good air because of their low ceilings, continued to
be used until 1877, when the magnificent gift of
Messrs. R. L. and A. Sftuart, of New York, was com
Hall,"
pleted.
and cost tiie
It is named " Stuart

it,

donors, for ground and building, one hundred and
forty thousand dollars, exclusive of subsequent gifts
of more ground, and for clearing away tenements and
which must have cost
grading the campus around
is

fully twenty thousand dollars more. Probably no
equal to this one in costliness
building in the State
of material, exquisite beauty of finish, and perfect

it

a

is

is

a
a

writer.

Unaccustomed to such work, worried and
weary with its toil from house to house, he succeeded,
at the great expense to himself of lameness incurred,
which disabled him for locomotion
entirely for
while, and in great measure to the end of his life.

a

and the students are taxed to refund this expense ten
dollars each per annum.
This tax covers all their

is

Mr. Green, of New York, to the beneficent work of
remodeling the old seminary building at his own ex
pense, making it accommodate over seventy students,
with a double room for each one, — a study- and a
Thus the
sleeping-room, —-connected by partition.
two dormitory buildings of the seminary, fitted for
the accommodation of at least one hundred and fifty
students, are unrivaled in situation and interior fit
ness and comfort alike.
No rent is paid by the stu
dents for the occupation of these furnished rooms. A
janitor of servant is employed in each building by
the corporation, through its officer, the " superin
buildings,"
tendent of grounds and
to keep these
dormitories in order at the expense of the institution,

is

and beautiful rooms with substantial articles.
The completion of Brown Hall soon afterwards led

a a

the churches of New Jersey, and benevolent persons
in New York and Philadelphia, six thousand dollars
were collected for the furnishing of these spacious

is

Before the close of the war

of convenience.
furlong between the leeture-hall and the dormi
of great use to cultivate the manners of a stu
tory
The wrapper and the slippers with which
dent.
untidy slovens would glide into a recitation-room
within the same walls as their sleepingwhen
rooms must be laid aside for the slush and the wind
to be encountered in going forth to the lesson. The
prayer-hall
now situated on the second floor of
Stuart Hall, occupying half the space of the whole
building. The other half
given to the use of the
alumni in their annual reunion, where greetings, col
lation, and speeches are exchanged with increasing
enthusiasm from one year to another. The third floor
of this grand building
devoted to various uses ap
pended in the proper occupation of such an edifice.
readingIt
divided into six rooms.
One
the
room, filled with religious papers, weekly, monthly,
Another
filled
quarterly, and annual publications.
with curious collections, donated mostly by mission
aries, and sent home.from every part of the world.
The chapel for public worship on the Lord's day
located near the east end of the old seminary build
ing.
It of Grecian order in its architecture, with
handsome colonnade in front for its portico.
It was
built in the last generation, by contributions mainly
from the churches in Philadelphia, collected by the
special agency of Charles Hodge, then
young man,
at the beginning of his great renown as
scholar and
is

of this institution.

the money was given, and " Brown Hall" was erected,
with capacity for the accommodation of eighty stu
dents, with single occupation of rooms ; and from

straggling houses, for walks of study in its groves,
than crowded piles of stone, like the structures of
factory corporation, huddled compactly for the sake

The interior of this graceful edifice was at the first
exceedingly plain and artless; but at length, when

Dr. Hodge was an old man, he preached the sermon
of second dedication, after that princely benefactor,
John C. Green, of New York, had renovated and
altered the interior and the windows to exquisite
beauty, making
the most attractive audience-room
in Princeton, and costing him more than the original
building was worth. This chapel has been adorned

it

leges

from the university grounds in Eng
of Europe. Better have

is

war Southern students as well as Northern were ad
mitted to the full enjoyment of the benefits and privi

as derived

land and on the continent

is

But the civil war broke out, and led to the postpone
ment of this generous proposal for a time, and until
it was made manifest that even in the midst of that

life

it

the town, and beg from
the churches funds for this purpose to the extent of
In this exigency
three thousand dollars per annum.
Mrs. George Brown, of Baltimore, offered to build an
other large edifice for dormitory purposes exclusively.

is

through

A

dwellings

an eminence of commanding view,
the institution,
looks over on the college buildings and the surround
ing country to a vast extent of landscape, and
withal in harmony with the traditions of academic-

is

private

the necessity of such
situation, as the Messrs. Stuart
themselves did at first. But the corner they bought
for the purpose, contiguous and adjoining lands of

is

But even this expedient was unavailing when the
number of students exceeded one hundred, and cul
minated in the actual attendance of one hundred and
eighty-five, which was reached in the years 1858-61.
The. professors were obliged to hire many rooms in

adaptation to the end for which
was built and ex
clusively dedicated.
It is, indeed, not central in lo
cation on seminary grounds, and some have regretted

is

together, were at length partitioned off into
very small rooms to give each one a separate apart
ment in order to accommodate one hundred students
in this way.

slept

a
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still more of late by mural

tablets of marble

to the
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professors.
The associations
memory of deceased
connected with its worship become more and more
interesting and hallowed as themost noted and illus
trious preachers of a true gospel from this and every
other country where the English language is spoken
appear successively in its pulpit. The custom is for
six preachers during each term to be invited by the
faculty from the neighboring cities or any other part
of the United States to conduct the morning Service
at this chapel and the evening service at the First
Presbyterian

Church.
These are usually pastors of
eminent success in their places, brought at the ex
pense of the seminary to give object lessons in the

sacred art of preaching and instruct the students in
the secret of their method and power.
Ordinarily
the worship of the chapel is conducted by the profes
sors in rotation; and in-the evening of every Tues
day it is occupied during the term by the senior class
preaching in rotation full sermons without manu
scripts before at least one of the professors and as
many of the people as choose to attend.
The Refectory is a stone building, situated on the
campus, midway between the two large dormitory
buildings, and of dne story, with spacious attic and
Architects of high standing have admired
cellar.
the structure as a gem of the kind, and commended
it as a model for any institution that has ample
ground enough to spare for its low and extended line
of walls. Its utility as an appendage to a school of
higher learning has been questioned ; but no one has
doubted the admirable adaptation of this building to
The practical
the purposes of a boarding-house.
management of such a concern is indeed full of em
barrassment.
The problem is yet to be solved how
"
commons" can be made consistent with
far board in
the highest culture of Christian gentlemen and the
best welfare of the rising ministers and missionaries
of the Christian Church.
But a situation like that
of this Theological Seminary, half-way between such

cities as New York and Philadelphia, has made this
part of the institution an apparent necessity. It is a
balance-wheel in regulating the cost of board all over
town. Private boarding-houses are checked in a ten
dency to advance the rates, and students. themselves
are greatly restrained from organizing and conducting
clubs, and the still more pernicious habit of boarding
themselves in their rooms, sacrificing mind and heart,
and health and credit also, in the vain attempt to live
cheaply, and that in the critical season of gaining
the power of attention and thought for the whole
career of life in the future.
Hence the faculty maintain the establishment
through all trials and changes, and count it an ad
vantage to persevere even when the students them
selves- choose, as they ni'ay, to forsake it for plans of

their own. The commissariat of an army is less diffi
cult than that of sedentary men at their books in the
morning of life and in freedom to purvey for them
selves. Sensible men of the world coincide with the
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a distinct refectory even with a
bare existence at times, and accordingly the late
Capt. Silas Holmes, of New York, endowed this in
"
terest with six hundred dollars per annum 'as a sus-

policy of upholding

tentation fund."

The library building or buildings must be noticed
feature in the visibility of this fa
vored institution. The books were gathered at first, as
all the other means of support and usefulness, in meagre
Voluntary gifts would some
and slow collections.
as a most important

times afford volumes 'of rare value,
books at second-hand, but generally
as the giver did not need or care for on
Duplicates also counted largely in

and often text
they were such
his own shelves.

making up the
numbers reported, and, altogether, the beginning was
little and motley. The accession of what was called
" Mason Library" was the first thing to give it
the

importance and public interest.
Dr. John M. Mason,
of the Associate Reformed Church in New York, the
eloquent preacher and distinguished, head of an earlier
theological hall in that denomination, happened to
publish his famous " Plea for Sacramental Commu
Principles"
nion on Catholic
soon after this seminary
into
came
existence.
The repudiation of close com
munion unsettled his ecclesiastical relations, and led
him and his numerous friends and most of his pupils
into the Presbyterian Church.
They brought the
library of their seminary with them, and gave it to

But a
by a major vote of their Synod.
portion
of the body left, opened a sem
residuary
inary at Newburgh, N. Y., and on technical grounds
Princeton

demanded a return of the Mason books. After a long
and expensive litigation the chancellor of New Jersey
decided that the claim was legal, and in the year 1837
trustees of Princeton Seminary surrendered these
books, two thousand five hundred
thousand dollars in money.

volumes, and two

Like many another stroke of adversity, this priva
tion excited the Presbyterian Church to new interest
and redoubled energy on behalf of Princeton.
Small
donations came quickly and thickly, better selections
than ever before, to fill the shelves of empty space in
"library-room,"
until there was not room enough
the

Then came to the front an heir of
millions, a wise and good man, and modest as he was
great in education and faith and charity, James
Lenox, of New York, who quietly bought three acres
to receive them.

of land in front of the seminary grounds on Mercer
Street, and proceeded to build thereon what is now
This building was put up in the
called Lenox Hall.
highest perfection of architecture half a century since,
and stands a beautiful specimen of the Saracenic
Gothic style. Its exterior is of stone, variegated in
tint, and built up gracefully with buttressed walls,
surmounted at the eaves with pinnacles of peculiar
The interior was finished with
beauty and fine effect.
alcoves on the ground-floor and the galleries, which
could not be surpassed in elegance and convenience,
while space was left open for additional shelving to
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be supplied as the need may be through many genera
tions to come.

But unhappily one defect escaped the skill of the
architect, and gave the generous donor much trouble,
and involved large expenditure of money in the
sequel, that was the want of a basement story
capacious enough to be ventilated well and to supply
warmth

and dry a'ir to the whole structure

above.

Many an expedient was resorted to for curing this
defect, and still the books were mouldering and the
librarians were shivering in the cold damp air of this
At length, after the lapse of
cathedral building.
almost a whole generation, and after the Lenox
Library of New York had been finished and endowed
by the same benefactor, Mr. Lenox undertook to
build another house on the same three acres, profit
ing by his long experience, and taught to rely less
on the experts in architectural
art than his own
sound wisdom.
This new library building, of brick,
put up with exquisite beauty, and arranged within
for perfect comfort and the best preservation of
books, and withal an economy of space which allows
an indefinite increase of volumes, must be considered
a masterpiece and model by all intelligent observers.
The lamentation is that the noble donor himself did
not live to see it finished.
The first building also will be permanently used
for the store-house of manuscripts and pamphlets,
and eventually, no doubt, books also, well bound,
and the occupation for every purpose will be avail
able by the expensive apparatus for warmth and

airing which Mr. Lenox supplied before his death.
The two buildings may hold many hundred thousands
of volumes with convenience and safety. The number
contained at. present is over thirty-eight thousand
volumes

and sixteen thousand

unbound

pamphlets.

The trustees of the seminary are the legal custodians
of its libraries, both buildings and books. They ap
point the librarian and fix his salary. The estate of
Mr. John C. Green has endowed the office of librarian,
and the institution has been fortunate in obtaining
the present incumbent of this office, Rev. W. H. Rob
He was for years an assistant librarian of Con
erts.
gress at Washington.
That position of good support
and ample promise of promotion he relinquished for
the Christian ministry, and came to Princeton with
his little family, to spend three years in regular prep
aration at the seminary.
Soon after his graduation

he was settled at Cranford, N. J., and proved to be a
popular preacher and successful pastor. Tnus accom
plished every way, he came to this post in Princeton.

Already skillful

in methods of arrangement, and,
much more than a man of method, combining the
genius of original thinking with the love obtained
from ample and diversified study, he is of incalcu
lable benefit to professors and students in guiding
the quest of knowledge on the shelves.
'
Thus equipped this library is advancing in value
Excellent and wiselyand attraction every month.

selected private

libraries have been added in whole
within the last few years. That of Dr- J- Addison
Alexander, purchased soon after his death by Messrs.
R. L. and A. Stuart, consisting of some three thousand
volumes, and donated entire to the seminary, was a
most valuable accession, especially in the departments
of history and exegesis. That of Dr. John M. Krebs,
renowned

as a leader

in the church

and preacher

and pastor, president of the board of directors when
he died, given by his family according to his own de
sire, was a valuable contribution to the department

of practical theology ; and that of Dr. Collins, of
Baltimore, enriching the alcoves with miscellaneous
Then to be
works, and especially hygienic studies.
noticed with special mention is the recent gift by the
son of Samuel Agnew, Esq., of Philadelphia, which
completes the munificence of his father, continued
through many years, with additional pamphlets of
rare value, judiciously collected, and comprising the
most complete collection of books and pamphlets on
the Baptist controversy to be found in the world.
Dr. Sprague, of Albany, N. Y., had previously con
ferred on this library the wonderful results of his
lifelong curiosity and diligence in gathering pam
phlets of rare interest to bibliographers,
carefully
All the war of pamphleteers
bound up in volumes.
in New England, from its earliest annals, and especi
ally through the exciting times of Edwards, White-

" the Great Awaken
field, Davenport, and others, of
ing,"
is housed and hushed in one alcove of this
Princeton Library.

The finest fac-similes of ancient

manuscripts, curious and costly copies of standard
works in every department of sacred study, inviting

original investigation, and supplying references for
all agitated questions in the progress of knowledge,
are treasured here in rich abundance by the constant
liberality of living friends. It is to be regretted,

however, that as yet there has been made no adequate
endowment for the purchase of current and cotemporaneous literature, selected by the faculty and well
becoming a depository so choice and so attractive
already to modern savants. Another era of threescore
years'
and ten
duration should fill the limits of Chris
tendom with tbe fame of this library.

Dwelling-Houses. — The seven professors are
provided with seven houses to live in. The first one
built was for the first professor, Archibald Alexander,
D.D., situated at the east end of the main seminary
building, and built of brick, and ready for occupation
about the same time, 1817.
Dr. Samuel Miller, of
New York, the second professor appointed, had ample
means to purchase and build for himself; and the
spacious house he erected on Mercer
Street, near the
seminary, reverted to the estate of his family. The
second house built for a private residence was that of
Dr. Charles Hodge, situated at the west end of the
main building, and erected on seminary ground at
his own expense, with a stipulation by the trustees
that the cost would be refunded to him or his
family
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Hodge, but the elder of the two preferred his father's
house, and at the recommendation of this father the
new houses were given to Dr. Aiken and Dr. C. W.
Hodge.
These are the last improvements made by

within, renovated and
of his eldest son and

Mr. Lenox, as he said himself at their inception.
And even more than his metropolitan fame in adorn
library,
ing New York with
hospital, churches,
and home for the desolate, the fragrance of his name
will abide at Princeton as wise benefactor of conse
crated aim and faithful adherence to the establishment
of truth and righteousness on the earth. The exam
ple of Mr. Lenox
now being followed by Mr. R. L.
Stuart in building another dwelling-house
for Dr.
" Stuart professor" in the seminary.
Patton, who
This building, close by the others mentioned and
situated on an eligible lot purchased from Col. S. W.
Morven," promises
Stockton, of "
to rival the best

brick, and fine workmanship
refitted for the accommodation

John

Breckinridge, and presented to him when he
came as a professor to the seminary. On this property
there has been the longest succession of professorial
occupants, and it has therefore trie greatest variety of
association in the reminiscence of alumni.
Dr. John

J.

a

is

is

The next house was purchased and donated by the
Lenox family, a spacious frame building, situated
near the library and having two acres of ground at
tached.
It was originally bought by certain gentle
men in Philadelphia, who were special friends of Dr.

a

a

successor.

a

at his demise, or sooner, as the board would be able
and willing. This was done many years afterwards
while he was living, and when the family of Dr.
Hodge were all grown up. . This residence is also of

houses yet distributed among the professors here.
More might be written about the visible estate of
this institution, the expense lavished on the grading

the century, and repaired it often at his own expense.
Though it is the least valuable liouse on seminary
ground, it is the most adorned with lawn, shrubbery,
and garden connected.
Dr. Green relinquished the

ways and facilities

the donors being both alive
change in the grant, giving

authorized

a

was given to him for occupation.
This property had
also been purchased for a professor by Messrs. R. L.
and A. Stuart, and Dr. Aiken first occupied it. But
nominal

it

to the librarian, when
Dr. Aiken preferred another house.

with the building of the second
Simultaneously
library edifice, Mr. Lenox provided the erection of
two exquisite

dwelling-houses

for professors on the
arrangement with the

li

same lot, and in beautiful
brary, the graveled walks, and ornamental trees and
lawn.
These two houses are the best finished dwell
ings in Princeton, and vjere intended by the builder
for the two sons of his special friend, Dr. Charles

a

for muscular exercise and training, and
available in all sorts of weather, and profitable with
out danger to all varieties of constitution among the
students. Even this building has traditional associa
tions of peculiar interest.
The man whose active
mind originated

the enterprise and mainly collected

the money for building and furniture, who also ini
tiated here the method of exercising every muscle of
the body within the compass of an hour's time in this
graduate of Yale Col
building, was Frank Butler,
patriot and hero. As chaplain in the army
lege,
during the civil war, which broke out before he was
settled as
pastor, he met his death in the brave dis
charge of his duty on the battle-field.
Like many
"non-combatant" in. that direful strife, he
another
deserves memorial more than many a fighting com
mander who stood behind the slaughter.
The Professors. — It has been the rare felicity and
honor of this original seminary in the Presbyterian

Church that hitherto and throughout the seventy
years of its operation there has been the utmost har
mony and good will to each other among its pro
fessors.
The perfect equality and independence of
each other, in respect of authority, support, and the
interior management of the several departments, may
account partly for this exceptional unity. The parity
of ministers, wherever they are actuated by the spirit
of Christ, will effectuate harmony which
real, in
contrast with that nominal oneness which appears in
gradations of rank through all places and ages.
Hence the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
is

a

it,

and fronting on Mercer Street. Commodiously situ
ated, this building was enlarged and handsomely re
fitted, and has been occupied thus far by Dr. C. W.
Hodge, Mr. Roberts, and Dr. Patton successively.
The grant of this property for the use of a " pro
fessor"
rendered it necessary for Mr. Roberts, the
librarian, to leave
and the next house to be men
beautiful residence adjoining the seminary
tioned,
grounds on the west side, built by Mrs. Albert Dod,

implements

a

When Mr. John C. Green endowed the chair of
History in 1860, called in memory of a de
" Helena," he purchased in con
ceased daughter
nection a farm-house adjoining the seminary grounds,
Church

much by sedentary men. One of these, " Langdonie
Hall,"
spacious wooden building on the southwest
side of the campus, replenished with all- varieties of

Church from the beginning has organized her insti
tutions without
president, and made in all the semi
naries originated and controlled by herself the senior
a

each professor in addition to the salary.

of its beautiful

exercise, needed so

a

own private possession, the trustees allow him five
hundred dollars per annum as a nominal equivalent
for the provision of a dwelling, which they give to

for athletic

a

occupation of this house when his munificent uncle,
John C. Green, presented to him an elegant resi
dence purchased from Judge Field.
This being his

of its extensive lawns and paving

is

Addison

a

Drs.

.

Alexander, James W.
Alexander, W. Henry Green, and Alexander T. McGill .have been the tenants in. this order. The last
named has resided there for more than a quarter of
Breckinridge,
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professor chairman of the faculty, merely for the sake
And in 1854 it was made
of order in deliberations.
the understanding that the oldest in commission, not

of the faculty, and that
be the time of one's
first inauguration, by authority of the General As
sembly, at any institution of the kind controlled by
in

age, should

be chairman

the date of commission

should

that supreme body, when a professor is transferred
from one seminary to another by its vote.

The following is a tabulated view of the professors,
the dates of appointment, of exit by death or by
resignation, and the changes made from time to time
in the titles of their chairs

:

Elected.
1812.Archibald Alexander, D.D., LL.D
Didactic and Polemic Theology.
1840.Pastoral and Polemic Theology.

Resigned or Died.
*1851

1851.Pastoral and Polemic Theology and Church Government.
1813.Samuel Miller, D.D., LL.D.
Ecclesiastical History and Church Government.
1849.Emeritus Professor
*1850
1822.Charles Hodge, D.D., LL.D
*1878
Oriental and Biblical Literature.
Exegetical
Theology.
1840.
and Didactic
1854.Exegetical, Didactic, and Polemical Theology.
1874.Charles Hodge Professor of Exegetical, Didactic, and Po
lemical Theology.
1836.John Breckinridge, D.D.
Pastoral Theology
1838
1835.Joseph Addison Alexander, D.D
*1860
AssociateProfessorof Oriental and Biblical Literature.
1840.Oriental and Biblical Literature.
1851.Biblioal and Ecclesiastical History.
1859.Hellenistic and New TestamentLiterature.
1851.William Henry Green, D.D., LL.D.
Biblical and Oriental Literature.
1859.Oriental and Old TestamentLiterature.
1854.-Alexander T. McGill, D.D., LL.D.
Pastoral Theology, Church Government,and the Composi
tion and Delivery of Sermons.
1859.Church History and Practical Theology.
1860.Ecclesiastical HiBtory and Church Government.
1861.Ecclesiastical, Homiletic. and Pastoral Theology.
1860. Caspar Wistar Hodqe, D.D.
New TestamentLiterature and Biblical Greek.
1879.New TestamentLiterature and Exegesis.
1861.James Clement Moffat, D.D.
Helena Professor of Church History.
1871.Charles Augustus Aiken, D.D.
Archibald Alexander Professorof Christian Ethics and Apol
ogetics.
1882.Archibald Alexander Professorof Christian Ethics and He
brew Literature.
1877.Archibald Alexander Hodge, D.D., LL.D.
AssociateProfessorof Exegetical, Didactic,and Polemic The
ology.
1879.Charles Hodge Professorof Didactic and Polemic Theology.
1880.Francis Landey Patton, DD., LL.D.
Stuart Professorof the Relations of Philosophy aud Science
to the Christian Religion.

Besides these regular

is by no means a sharp and exclusive one, for the
authors were also preachers, eminent and popular as
such, and the preachers were authors also, whose
writings were valuable, and still survive to be read
with interest and profit. But the distinction is one
of preponderance in the weight of influence, so far
a? this can be appreciated in the visible churchand
Drs. Samuel Miller, Charles Hodge, and
the world.
J. Addison Alexander achieved vastly more of good
by the use of the pen than that of the tongue, how
ever eloquent and attractive they may have been in
speech also.

"Miller's Letters"

Christians
embodied

made a multitude of intelligent
Presbyterian before they were revised and
Ministry."
in his book, "The Christian

This book and its companion, on " Ruling Elders and
Deacons,"
" Creeds and Con
along with his essay on
fessions,"
not to mention other works, except his last,
life,'
Prayer,"
in the evening of his
on " Public
so in

structive and seasonable now, have done more than
all other authorities combined to shape and guide
and consolidate
the Presbyterian
Church of this
country, and through more than half a century.
His
" Retrospect of the Eighteenth Century," published
before his removal from New York to Princeton, gave
him high standing in the world of letters as an au
thor of large and varied learning, acute observation,

and polished diction.
His book on " Clerical Man
ners"
was just such a production as he owed to the
generation in which he lived.
No other man could
have written it. Himself the most refined and ac
complished Christian gentleman of his
age, brilliant
in social life, yet humble in the estimation of him

self, tender, delicate, pure, considerate, and liberal,
he was the man to show minutely to rising ministers
a more excellent way of winning souls by earthen

than the stiff and awkward way of leaning on
position alone for acceptance with men.
He
was sometimes disparaged as a man of method more
than genius.
But we have only to scan his literature
to see that it was the genius of method, and not the
slavery thereof, which made him great and wise and
useful.
The reader is referred to the " Life of Dr.
vessels

official

professors, there have been

"instructors" employed from time to time
to give
special. courses of training in the Hebrew language
and its cognate dialects; also in elocution and vocal
music, thorough training of the human voice. In
struction

Henry W. Smith, A.M., appointed in 1878, with the
title, "J. C. Green Instructor in Elocution."
The first six professors in the list are dead, and
their praise yet lives, and will ever live in the
churches.
Most of them were voluminous writers,
and the credit of their volumes must be conceded as
that of standards in sacred literature, world-wide in
fame, and many of them translated into other lan
guages, not only by missionary pupils at the ends of
the earth, but also by the presses of English-speaking
people in the highest places of Christian culture
These departed six may be divided into the
abroad.
This division
two classes of authors and preachers.

in this department

has been

endowed

by
the trustees of the John C. Green estate, and the per
manent incumbent of such foundation is at present

Miller,"

written

by his son, Samuel Miller, D.D., of
J., an excellent biography,
of
interest and instruction.

Mount Holly, N.
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Dr. Charles Hodge has also a life, written by his
son, Archibald Alexander Hodge, of peculiar interest
" Life of Johnson" was
and great success.
Boswell's
great
not better iu the
secret of making biography
perfect, by keeping the subject always in view and
hiding the writer behind it. The works of Dr. Hodge
may be said to have overspread every department of
study in the seminary which he adorned as a living
teacher through the unprecedented time of fifty-six

Beginning as an author when his life as a
teacher began, with exegesis, he produced a "Com
Romans,'1
which established his reputa
mentary on
profound
tion at once for
learning, terse logic, and
singular excellence of style.
After a long interval,
years.

"
during which he wrote The Constitutional History
Church,"
Presbyterian
and filled the world
of the
with his fame as an evangelical reviewer, he resumed
for a short time the writing of commentaries, and in
quick succession he produced three volumes more on
First and Second Corinthians and Ephesians. Faster
than they could be written for the press, an eagerness

of the public would express itself in advance, like
that of the distinguished Dr. Thorn well at the South :
" How soon will Dr. Hodge issue another volume of
?" Meanwhile, a small
his delicious commentaries
volume written for the American Sunday-School
Life,"
had run, like the
Union, entitled "The Way of
" Pilgrim's Progress" of Bunyan, far as the English
language is spoken, and farther, in being translated
into other tongues for the " healing of the nations."
It is both scholarly enough to be a text-book in col
leges and popular enough to guide the little child
and solace the unlettered poor man in his cottage.
Extracts from his massive quarterly, The Princeton
Review, which he founded and conducted alone, and
with pecuniary loss, through a generation, have been
wrought up into large volumes by others, with his
" As
permission and without emolument to him.
rich,"
had been his motto.
poor, yet making many
" Systematic Theology," in three, large octavo vol
umes, though not the last volume of authorship by
his hand, is regarded as the greatest, because it em
bodies completely the mature results of his great
learning,

logic, piety, and practical

wisdom.

It

has

brought the Pauline, Augustinian, Calvinistic the
" Princeton The
ology to be called the world over
ology."
The author disclaimed new thoughts in
divinity. But no man of his generation did so much
to make all things new in the combinations and as
pects of redeeming truth.
Every new speculation of
errant philosophy or false interpretation or specious
infidelity was the occasion of putting a new face of
glorious light on the system he handled as it frowned
on the vanity of boasted innovation.
The third characteristic author, in the order of age,
is Joseph Addison Alexander. A prodigy of philo
logical learning in his youth, he became at the meri
dian of life a perfect master of words, using them as
an instrument with magical ease and affluence and
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Yet no man ever despised expression for its
Gigantic thoughts put
own sake more than he did.
language
with their
substantiated
as a drapery,
on his
This made him an elo
own strength and beauty.
quent preacher, attracting crowds to hear him in our
skill.

great cities and elsewhere, until he becam'e abashed
at his own reputation, and retreated from the gaze of
as if it were a gaudy sham, alluring
souls to the admiration of man more than the worship
of God. His peculiar sensibilities, however, in avoid
ing the snares of popularity led him at length to so

pulpit eminence

much reserve as to become too careless of his own
manner, and too indifferent to the solicitations which
crowded upon him from vacant pulpits and anniver
sary platforms.

Thus he shut himself up to authorship.
The noble
aspirations of his nature, sanctified by grace, the
honesty and energy of his great soul, the opportuni
ties he held so well in hand, and the vast resources of
his learning, all combined to make his books what his
sermons were, means to an end, and not an end them
selves, — books not for the sake of an author, but for
God's sake, and the glory of His revelation.
Hence
all his works are helps of lasting value to the exer
cise of private judgment, both by the learned and
unlearned student of God's word.
Every page has
the hand of decision for the undecided, and a blow of

telling force on plausibilities of error and presump
tion.
He was the great destroyer of destructive criti
cism in his day ; a master in the skill of refutation,
compressing in a sentence the gloss and the folly of
rejected comment.
His commentaries on Isaiah, and
the Psalms of David, and the Acts of the Apostles,
and the gospels of Mark and Matthew are enduring
monuments of exegetical ability and historical eru
But in the midst of life like this the great
dition.
professor was in death. Insidious and almost unob
served a fatal disease, when he was about fifty years
old, arrested his work and finished his usefulness on
earth. A glowing eulogy of his life and labor by his
nephew, Dr. Henry C. Alexander, was published in
two volumes, 1870.
The other three of the deceased professors, whom
we designate as preachers rather than authors, have
the pre-eminence of beginning with that renowned
preacher who began the actual operation of the sem
A model biography
inary, Dr. Archibald Alexander.
of this father we have from the pen of his eldest son
James Waddel, who survived him but a few years.

Dr. Alexander was born and educated in Virginia,
and although trained without a college or diploma
College at the
became president of Hampden-Sidney
age of twenty-five, in the year 1797.
At the age of
thirty-five he was elected moderator of the General
in 1808,
Assembly, and at the next Assembly,
preached the opening sermon, and made it the first
occasion of public urgency for the establishment of
theological seminaries in the Presbyterian Church.
He had been settled as a pastor in the Pine Street
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Philadelphia, and made full proof of his
ministry in that city, which was then, as it is now,
the cynosure of that whole church he was to lead and
Probably no man
adorn through a whole generation.
living could have been a better choice for the first
professor.
He had genius, learning, and eloquence
not only, but rare ability for administration, to organ
ize and propel judiciously a new institution. He was
the. life given to the form which Drs. Green, Miller,
McDowell, Richards, Romeyn, and others, as well as
Church,

himself,

had constructed.

The great object of the seminary was to make
preachers. The highest perfection of preaching is
that of instrumentality, which engages the interest of
hearers in the subject of truth or duty, without occu
pation with the man himself who preaches.
In this
perfection Dr. Alexander was unrivaled.
Simple,
clear, logical, pungent, and impassioned, he was the
man for all capacities, and yet the model that no man

could imitate.
It was alike in talking to the indi
vidual, exhorting at the prayer-meeting, and proclaim
It made every student
ing to the great congregation.
like himself in being natural, and like no other man
as an orator.
Dr. John M. Mason, his cotemporary,
was greater in eloquence as the world estimates the
superlative gift.
But his pupils copied him almost
inevitably.
And for this reason he could not be com
pared with Dr. Alexander in fitness for training men
to speak, every one with his own eloquence. Aping
Alexander was instantly and always ridiculous. And
so naturalness of manner in speaking became the
mode and distinction of this institution, to remain
the stamp of its character till this day.
The pulpit eloquence of Dr. Alexander was the
realization of that best ideal in effective public speech,
thorough thinking in preparation, and freedom from
artificial prompting by manuscript or notes.
Un
equal as it must be, in the changing moods of sensi
bility and emotion belonging to a nature like his, it will
sustain, nevertheless, an average of superiority which
no other method can approach ; and the fluctuations

of frame, which often perhaps mortify the preacher
his audience, tell the discerning
and disappoint

hearer that the faltering energy upon his ear is that
of an honest man, who appears to be only what he is
and disdains a factitious level of unction and anima
tion which would conceal the frequent ebbing of mind
or heart. Whitefield, in repeating old sermons so con
stantly with ever-sustained power of oratory, was an
But Dr. Alex
itinerant, and his fervor was habitual.
ander, in one locality for almost forty years, seldom
repeated himself, and when he did, substantially, the
fresh variety of stress and animation was such that
sameness could seldom be recognized.
Like George
Whitefield, he was too vivid and copious to be printed
His extant and published sermons have not
well.
the strength and lustre which belonged
to the living preacher, and yet these might reappear
in great measure if the seasonable and pithy articles
transmitted

he wrote for newspapers over the familiar signature
of " A. A." could be gathered together in a book.
Experience"
The volume entitled " Religious
comes
nearest to the picture of his actual preaching.
Other

of his pen, such as " Evidence of Chris
tianity," "
Colonization,"
Science,''"
Moral
History of
College,"
"
etc., give him high rank as a writer,
Log
while the pulpit was his throne, and the colloquies of
productions

class-room and conference were the ministration with
which he impressed the wide world, through living
preachers, from his school.

The Rev. John Breckinridge, D.D., is another
of the sainted dead whose praise as a preacher, more
than author, is yet fragrant in the churches. He was
born of an historical and brilliant family in Ken
tucky, educated at Princeton College and Seminary.
He married the eldest daughterof Dr. Samuel Miller,
was called to a church in Lexington, Ky., to another
in Baltimore, Md., then to the Presbyterian Board of
There he
Education, as secretary, in Philadelphia.
had a memorable controversy with a Roman Catholic
Bishop (afterwards Archbishop) Hughes, in 1832.
Courage, courtesy, and eloquence distinguished him
in his rapid elevation to influence and fame in the
At the age of thirty-five he was elected pro
church.
fessor in the seminary, but two years after his inaugu
ration he resigned, about the time his wife died. His
great gifts in public speaking and persuasive agency
for good were then employed in the cause of foreign
Called to the First Presbyterian
New Orleans, he served it for a year, until
failed, when, retiring from public duty to
of his mother in Kentucky, he died in the
year of his age.
missions.

Church of
his health
the home

forty-fifth

Dr. James W. Alexander, the eldest son of the
first professor, was elected by the General Assembly
of 1849. His career to this date was remarkable.
ComiDg with his father to Princeton at the age of
eight years^and prepared for college by several good
teachers, he was graduated at the early age of six
teen, and after serving as tutor in college, and pass
ing through the full course of the seminary, he was
licensed to preach at the age of twenty-one.
Settled
as a pastor, first in Virginia, his native
State, and
next at Trenton, N. J., where he was pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church four years, he became
Professor of Rhetoric and Belles-Lettres in Princeton
College in 1833.
Here he remained eleven years, a
popular

teacher, a busy preacher to the colored
church, the chapel of the college, and the pulpits of
neighboring congregations.
A busy author also, ver
satile and facile with the pen, adorning
every subject
he touched with singular excellence of style
and rare
adaptation to usefulness in
meeting the wants of his
time.
From the college he removed to New York at
the age of forty ; and there, in the pastorate
which
had been adorned by the ministry of
Dr. Romeyn,
when this accomplished successor was a
child, he
laid anew the foundations of that great
church, then

,,
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the Duane Street, now the Fifth Avenue Church,
and in numbers, wealth, liberality, and influence the
strongest of Protestant churches in America.
For an
interval of two years, — 1849-51, — it has been well
Notwith
said, he was but loaned to the seminary.
standing the delicacy of his health,
been supposed, would be benefited by
scholar's life in Princeton, he was by
impulses of his nature, as well as the
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Gen. D. B. Mitchell, and Judge William H. Craw
ford, who had been Secretary of the Treasury and a
nominee for the Presidency of the United States.

it had

Constrained by such friends to remain at Milledge
ville, he began the study of law under the guidance
of ex-Governor Mitchell, and was admitted to the bar

a return to the

in

which,

the irresistible

urgency of his
flock, drawn back to the pastoral care, where he un
dertook more toil than ever. The critical task of
changing the locality of an old historic church, and
filling the grand edifice, built up-town, on the most
fashionable thoroughfare of the metropolis, with an
audience capable of appreciating his unrivaled com
position and delivery of sermons, and that without

by a license from the hand of Judge Crawford,
1830, at the age of twenty-three.
Shortly after this admission the Legislature

of

Georgia

convened, and Mr. McGill, having secured
the favor of leading members in both Houses the
previous year, was now the recipient of appointmen-ts
by both Houses, honorable and lucrative, such as
secretary to the Joint Committee on Education, and
assistant clerk in the House of Representatives.
But
the most important appointment, conferred by joint

He died in 1859, and the only biography
extant of this great and good man is the fascinating
" Forty Years' Correspond
book, in two volumes, of
ence" between him and Dr. John Hall, of Trenton.

ballot of the Senate and House of Representatives,
was that of surveyor of the Cherokee land reservation
in that State. The statute creating this office was
made in pursuance of a claim by Georgia upon the
government at Washington to extinguish the Indian
title within her established limits, as a condition sub
sequent to the cession of her vast colonial territory,
which had now become the States of Alabama and
Mississippi.
The general government was too slow
in fulfilling this condition, which involved the re
moval of the Cherokees to another reservation west
of the Mississippi, and Georgia, becoming impatient,

his native town. There he became a student of some
distinction in his class, notwithstanding a delicate and
fragile constitution which seriously interfered with
study.
During his four years at college he was re

at length determined to remove them by her own
force. Hence the act of her Legislature and Execu
tive, under which Mr. McGill and eleven others were
elected to survey at once the Cherokee lands. Of the

peatedly honored for composition and oratory, and
graduated with honor, being valedictorian of his class.

age

the opportunity of repeating old sermons in another
place, must have been enough to kill a giant in bodily
His success in such circumstances, continued
health.
for eight years more of fragile life, was almost mir
aculous.

Dr. Alexander T. McGill was born in 1807, at
Canonsburg, Pa. His primary education preparing
him for college was had at Pittsburgh, Pa., and in
1822 he entered, as a freshman, Jefferson College in

At

the age of nineteen he was made tutor in college,
and began at the same time the study of Hebrew and
theology in the oldest theological seminary of this

twelve elected he and Col. Thomas, a man of middle
and a distinguished geometer, were selected to
begin the survey by running the inter-State lines,

and making a base for the division of that territory
into four parts by sectional lines north and south, in

country, organized in the last century among the
It was then located
woods of Western Pennsylvania.
at Canonsburg, under the authority and control of the
Associate Presbyterian Synod, now incorporated with

order to lay out the work for the other ten surveyors,
who were to parcel the land into small lots for dis
tribution among the citizens of Georgia.

After
the United Presbyterian General Assembly.
one year of theological study, along with arduous
labor of teaching in the college, he became despond
By the advice of friends
ent in regard to his health.

the retiring authorities

and physicians he determined to try a more Southern
climate, and accordingly went as far as Milledgeville,
then the capital of Georgia. Having testimonials with

exasperated, and threatened death to the first man
that would stretch a chain over their land ; so that
when the day came for beginning the survey, Col.

him of his character and scholarship, he was chosen
Academy,"
in that city, a position
"rector of Baldwin
of great responsibility and usefulness, the germ of
Oglethorpe University, organized not long afterwards.

Thomas was sick in his tent, and devolved on his
junior the task of setting a "Jacob's staff" and un
rolling the chain. This was done by Mr. McGill,
between a hostile parade of Indians on the one side
and a protecting guard of forty dragoons on the other.
After this beginning Thomas left for his home, and
McGill alone accomplished the survey. Throughout
months'
duration he had to encoun
the work of three
ter many dangers. The military escort was of little

But, although

assisted by able teachers, the burden

of teaching Latin, Greek, and mathematics together
proved too much for his health, and in less than a
year he resigned the position.
Yet he had found the
climate beneficial, and had won many friends, who
became personally interested in his welfare, among
whom were Governor George R. Gilmer, ex-Governor

This movement was condemned at Washington by
there, — President Adams and
Attorney-General Wirt, — and but for the accession
of Andrew Jackson to power at the crisis it would
have made a terrible collision.
The Cherokees were

avail oh the straight

tains and thickets

lines he measured over moun
and swamps. Hostile surprises
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had to be met with personal

courage and courtesy

¦ combined, and with a constant appeal to an influence

over the Cherokee nation

at that time more puissant

by far than the armies of Georgia, and that was the
friendly favor of Butler and Worcester, the illustrious
missionaries, who suffered in the sequel the punish
ment of felons at the hands of Georgia justice for
passive resistance to the act which ordered that
survey.

"
The young surveyor was received on Missionary
Ridge"
with hospitality and kindness. His errand
was condemned, but his person was more than re
spected. In attempting to expostulate with them he
was made a captive to the moral heroism of their op

He left them with regret for what he al
ways considered a mistake of their judgment and a
fault of their conscience, but with an inward resolve

position.

to forsake the world and return to his own first love,
That survey was
a life of consecration like theirs.
Governor Gilmer
finished with celerity arid success.
" What
asked a delegation from the Cherokee people,
about that slim young man who goes through your
?"
land stretching a chain and hacking your trees
A
half-breed answered, "Oh, he's a leather string: the
grows."
harder you pull him the tougher he
This
leather-string,"
"
greeted
him on every hand
name,
when he returned to Milledgeville and filed his re
port in the surveyor's office of the government.
His
praise was published throughout the commonwealth,

lawyers of the highest rank offered him a partnership
in the practice of law, and even a nomination for congressman-at-large was informally tendered him when
he was but twenty-four years of age.

But his resolution was fixed ; his health had been
tested and invigorated beyond his hope in regard to it
when he left home in the North, and he returned to a
pious mother whom he had idolized from his infancy.

In the summer of 1831 he traveled from Milledgeville
to Canonsburg on horseback, a distance of seven
hundred, miles, and resumed studies in preparation
for the ministry, which he there pursued for three

years more. During that period all his vacation time
was spent in traversing his native hills and valleys, —
first, for the diffusion of the Bible to every family in
Washington County, and next, for the cause of tem
perance reform. Both these enterprises were at first

to the rigid and austere denomination
with which he was identified, Presbyterian Seceders,
who largely filled the settlements of Western Penn
sylvania from the beginning.
He was reproached as
But soon his persever
a latitudinarian innovator.
unwelcome

In almost
ance and address gained their confidence.
every school-house of the county his audiences were
gathered and crowded with Seceders.
In almost
every home of the elder he procured signatures to the
Distilleries among them ceased.
Liberality and the spirit of co-operative union were
awakened, and before his license to preach was ob
tained he had acquired the reputation of an effective
pledge of abstinence.

orator in the cause of temperance
works of moral reform.

and other good

He was ordained to the ministry at Carlisle, Pa.,
in 1835, after itinerating one year, as the rule was in
in the Seceder Synod (now United Presbyterian
Church). Three competing calls to Baltimore, Car
lisle, and Lewistown had been put into his hands,
and he submitted the decision to the Presbytery of
Philadelphia, which licensed him. They settled him
at Carlisle, where he had in charge four places of
preaching, all of them feeble, and not one of them a
nucleus even for a fair prospect of success to any man

His salary was four hundred
in gathering a church.
and fifty dollars per annum, and he had to keep a
horse at his own expense in meeting his appointments.
The toil and self-sacrifice, however, proved a benefit
and blessing at his chosen work of preaching the
gospel. Each station of his widely-scattered charge
was crowded with audiences from other churches, and
thus his usefulness extended over a large area in
Middle Pennsylvania, without the slightest effort or
aim

at proselyting.

In

1837

he was married

to

Eleanor Acheson, the eldest daughter of Gen. George
McCulloch, of Lewistown, Pa., then State senator,
and afterwards member of Congress.
In the same
year he was called to a new organization in the city
of Philadelphia, which he served without installation
for six months, resigning the country circuit of which
he was pastor.

But in the spring of 1838, being discontented with
the feuds and cramping rigidities of the " Associate
Synod,"
in which he was born, and seeing at that
time conservative elements of the Old-School Pres
byterian Church sifted out and separately organized,
he determined to cast in his lot with this body, and
towards the autumn of that year he asked for dismis
sion to the Presbytery of Carlisle, in connection with
the Old-School General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church.
His reasons were detailed candidly and re

spectfully in making the application, but he was in
stantly suspended from the ministry for making such
request by a vote of two ministers and three
elders.
The Presbytery of Carlisle, however, just as instantly
declared the suspension "null and void," and a call
from the Second Presbyterian Church of Carlisle was
put into his hands and accepted.
This rough transi
tion began a happy life of usefulness in his sacred
office.
Settled with a people who had known well
his manner of life, in connection with another
body,
he was unanimously
welcomed, and greatly pros
pered as a preacher, until called
to be a theological
professor at Alleghany, 1842.

The General Assembly of that year elected him
unanimously to the seminary at Alleghany, but with
some hesitation and debate about the
expediency of
continuing that institution at all. Without endow
ment and almost without students, and the
title to
the ground itself on a public common of pasture
being in litigation, and many of the people in that
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and the General Assembly.

Meanwhile the seminary prospered after his acces
sion, going up in the number of students from four
Engaging again the interest of
teen to fifty-four.
the churches in that favored country and the confi
dence of wealthy men in the cities, endowments were
subscribed, but the progress was comparatively slow.
One of the three professors resigned in discourage
ment, and his department of Hebrew and Exegesis
devolved on Dr. McGill for five years, additional

a

a

a

work too much for his health. The two professors,
left with fifty students, had to submit to reduction
of twenty per cent, on their salaries to assist in gather
ing the foundation of any salary at all. The pastorate
of a large Presbyterian congregation in Pittsburgh,
the Second Church, was offered in the circumstances
salary of twelve hundred dollars,
to Dr. McGill at
without parsonage or any additional means to pay
He consented to try for year this plurality of
rent.

a

a

charges, both salaries amounting by addition to two
house.
dollars without
thousand four hundred
Meanwhile, and indeed all the time he served the
private
seminary at Alleghany, he was exhausting
depended
support
on
and
family,
his
means to
valuable farm he owned at Carlisle.
significant
fact, worthy
It
a

a

is

of note in this
ministry of forty-seven
record, that throughout
years, in which time he has reared a family of seven
children, all of them liberally educated, Dr. McGill

a

aggregate
has expended twice as much at least as the
compensations he has ever re
and
salaries
of all the
dollar,
ceived from the church. Without inheriting
the little sum he earned and saved before he entered

is

is

a

it

a

"
meal in
the ministry has been like the handful ofwasted,"
"
barrel" at Zarephath.
Instead of being
has been increased as consuming increased by thrift
" faithful creator."
The
of the servant and care of
always
more liberal than the
God of the church
church herself in providing for the man whose "meat
drink"
to do His will.

and

42

is

it

a

come.
Irritated, perhaps, with the significance of
sermon
that grand reception, and still more with
preached by him at Baltimore, according to previous
appointment of the Geueral Assembly in 1848, when

Dr. McGill, the author, was moderator of that body,
Unbelief,"
a ser
entitled " Popery the Punishment of
mon sent by the board of publication to every church
in the connection, Bishop O'Conner, of the Roman
Catholic Church in Pittsburgh, assailed the whole
community in a public lecture which
claimed that everything good in modern civilization,
even the common law of England, was derived from
Dr. McGill was called again
the Church of Rome.
to represent the ministry in refuting that claim.
Al
Protestant

ternately lecturing in the Masonic Hall for weeks
against each other, without acrimony or personal
abuse, these champions made immense excitement
through Western Pennsylvania,
the whole debate
being published from week to week in the daily
papers. The prelate, on the one side, was known to
and eloquent
the professor, on the
be scholarly
other, was known to be at home in history, and
otherwise equal in accomplishments.
The result ap
peared to be the greatest triumph on the platform in
his life. The bishop lost the favor of Rome by his
defeat, and was soon afterwards retired to conventual
life.
This debate, however, proved that the winner him
self had overtaxed, by his many labors, a physical
framework which had never been strong. In one of
his public lectures during that controversy, after
speaking about an hour, he fainted away on the plat
form, alarming his friends, and indicating plainly that

limitation of toil, either by
his life itself demanded
cessation or change. Accordingly, an offer of chair
a

place, were declined, not to mention calls from im
portant churches East and West, and the tender of
his 'resignation in 1851 was refused by the directors

a

;

a

second offer to him of the presidency at
College was declined, so also the presi
The
dency of Ohio University was twice declined.
presidency of Washington College, near his birth
place, and afterwards that of Jefferson, at his birth

entreaty
Lafayette

When Louis Kossuth, the great Hungarian
exile, came to the country and traversed the West as
well as the East with his entrancing eloquence, the
Protestant ministers of both cities invited Dr. McGill
speech of wel
to address him on their behalf with
nature.

;

a

a

dollar of
and without
year and more Dr. McGill accepted and
The flock at Carlisle seeing the struggle
called him back with perfect unanimity and urgent

a

great privation

in the Theological Seminary

at Columbia, S. C,
year previously, was unex
which had been declined
pectedly renewed, and was now accepted. He re
signed at Alleghany in 1852, and tried the Southern
climate, which had been so beneficial in his early
A cordial welcome greeted his accession
manhood.
there by such representative men as Drs. Smyth, of
a

At

youth.

salary for
persisted.

were not all the burdens of work assigned to him.
The whole community of evangelical ministers held
of an occasional
him to frequent responsibilities

Thornwell, president of South Carolina
College; Howe, Leland, Palmer, etc., of Columbia.
But he could not remain more than one winter.
Symptoms of hepatic trouble in the spring, reluctance
Charleston

;

a

a

it

a

was on every hand only
forlorn hope of success.
good hope, genial to the heart of one so
But
was
fond of adventure, and now at home, among his native
people whom he understood from his
hills and

An extremely delicate constitution from his youth
with toil and care. Besides the
double capacity of teacher and preacher, three de
a,t Alleghany,
partments of the seminary as
now
large congregation to be served in Pittsburgh
and
was now overloaded

a

it,

region of dense Presbyterianism
having little or no
confidence in the experiment of its continuance by
yearly collections in the churches to support
there
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Pennsylvania for the South, and
of his family to leave
account
tokens of approaching civil convulsion, on
return and
to
him
determine
to
combined
of slavery,
retire to his farm at Carlisle, Pa.
But when the General Assembly met in 1853, he

misun
found that these movements were grievously
derstood by the church at large, and ascribed by many
will, anything
to indecision of mind or debility of
constitution
by hard
broken
a
but the true cause,
people he
work and inadequate support among the
people at that
The representatives of this
served.
to vin
however,
discerning
Assembly were
enough^
reproaches by having him
dicate him from such
He re
recalled to Alleghany with acclamation.,

turned there, and resumed the duties of the chair he
had resigned ; his family being there all the while,
much
and the material interest of the seminary being
of
home
that
the
sincerely
felt
improved.
now
He

his youth was to be the home of his remaining life

time. Sundry mortifications, however, molested his
A degree of coldness on the part of his
comfort.
colleagues, natural enough in view of his deliberate
separation from them for a time ; a demand from lead
ing trustees that a residence for him on seminary
provided for the other profes
ground, like those now

or by what he
sors, should be built by his own means,
friends,— these and other
particular
his
from
could beg
like frigid realizations were sufficiently disappointing
Thoughts of retirement to his farm,
and depressing.

in the midst of another people, where he had been a
brought him to the point of re
happy pastor, again
signing his professorship and devoting himself to the
education of his children at home ; the eldest, a son,
prepared for college.
being almost
at this juncture the good Providence
Precisely
interposed to lead the man who had
always
that had
bright prospects of advancement
signally turned from
position
of usefulness offered by
in the world to any

the church led the directors of Princeton Seminary
to nominate him for the chak made vacant by the
It was the first
death of Dr. Archibald Alexander.

formal nomination made by this venerable institution
Although the General Assembly had been
itself.
generally heretofore induced to elect the candidate

whom the directors desired, such desire was intimated
quite uncertainly, and left
privately, and sometimes
conjecture.
After
the failure of two elec
to mere
fill the important chair
to
fortuitous
way
this
tions in
left vacant, the board of directors ventured to ballot
agreed in the
among themselves, and unanimously
without
the slightest
McGill,
Dr.
nominate
result to
No one
correspondence with himself beforehand.
surprised than he was at the announce
could be more

ment. The seminary at Alleghany was vexed, and
opposition was made in her interest, and by counter
But the nomina
nomination at the open Assembly.
accepted
confirmed
the vote of a
by
and
was

tion

large majority,

and Dr.

McGill

Alleghany to Princeton in

1854.

was transferred from

longer
Here the eventfulness of his life has been no
special
record,
salient in the ministry, and needs no
except that of sad bereavement and vicissitude in his
family relations. For twenty-eight years of laborious
devotion he has lived and prospered in theological
Failing, indeed, all this
education at Princeton.
time to secure alleviation of task in his work, having
conspicuous
one professorship which is two in other
with
financial
loaded
agency
kind,
institutions of the
and care by special appointment of the board occa
sionally, as well as by the faculty all the time, he
has carried a fragile body beyond the limit of three
Authorship, long projected,
score years and ten.
multiplied
has been made impossible, as yet, by the
Many
cares and busy engagements of his position.
published sermons, addresses, discussions, and re
views might be mentioned here as from his pen.
Four of his sons have been liberally educated and

grown to manhood in New Jersey. The eldest fills
surgeon
an honored grave at Princeton, a soldier and
regular
though
United
in
the
short career
of brilliant
a
own
his
name,
second,
bearing
the
army;
States
jurist of acknowledged ability and success in Jersey
City ; the third, a physician and surgeon in the same
city, of large practice in his profession, as well as
usefulness in important municipal offices ; the fourth,
a lawyer, recently admitted to the bar after an ample
His eldest daughter is mar
and liberal education.

ried to the Rev. Joseph Gamble, of St. Louis, now
Church,
settled as pastor of the First Presbyterian
N. Y. ; his second daughter is wife of
Plattsburgh,
Charles S. Lane, banker in Hagerstown, Md., and the
youngest daughter is unmarried.

In 1875, Dr. McGill was married a second time,
and to Katharine Bache, the second daughter of his
By. this
venerable colleague, Dr. Charles Hodge.
link the harmony of chairs at Princetpn has been
emphasized, though it could not be made more per
fect than it has been for seventy years of conspicuous
fraternity, as much compacted in mutual
it has been remarkable for independence

as

friendship
and diver

sity of individual character.
Such are the men whose record is identified

with

the beginning, establishment, and character of this
theological seminary.
It may be said with safety
that their successors now living, seven in number,

inherit much of the same characteristics and sustain
the institution at even a higher standard of learning
and advantage than was possible to be reached in a
formative state and with small endowment.
Two of
them were colleagues with Drs. Charles Hodge and J.
Addison Alexander for many years, and at the time,
1858-60, when the attendance of students was the
largest the institution has ever attained.
Five of the
seven have been pastors, highly esteemed and greatly
successful in that capacity.
One has been a mission
ary to the heathen, another a missionary to the desti
tute at home. Five have been translated to this from
other seminaries or colleges on account of high dis-
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tinction as educators in the highest walks of learning.
All of them, without exception and without a chal
lenge, are loyal to their trust and faithful to their
confession without wresting or twisting its interpre
tation, believing ex animo the symbols they are ap
pointed to expound.

The Students. —There have been three thousand
four hundred and sixty-four matriculated students in
seventy years, and reckoning the number of casual
members in addition,
who came as graduates of
other seminaries, or to attend by permission, without
required for a regular
the academical preparation
entrance, the average accession per annum has been

in number.
The number of literary
institutions— colleges and universities — represented
has been two hundred and thirty-five,
including
those of the Old World with those of the New.
The
number of theological institutions from which stu
dents have come to pursue or finish the course of

at least fifty

study prescribed is sixty-five.
As far as it can be ascertained, about two thousand
three hundred of the alumni are yet living, and, as
pastors,

missionaries,

editors,

and educators,

they

girdle the world with their presence and influence.
It can be fairly affirmed that three- fourths of the litera
ture which has hitherto been issued on this continent
have been produced by
as distinctively Presbyterian
Across
the professors and alumni of this institution.
continents, islands, and seas, from San Francisco, on
the Pacific, to Beirut, on the Mediterranean, they are
planting and manning theological seminaries. These
alumni are not all Presbyterians, nor were they when
It is probably the most
they entered the seminary.

Its
catholic institution of the kind in Christendom.
privileges are open to all comers that are liberally
educated and members of any evangelical church.
Northern and Southern Presbyterians alike ; Cum
berland, United, Reformed, and Associate Reformed
Presbyterians
alike; Baptists, Congregationalists,
Methodists, and Quakers alike, — all
Episcopalians,
are admitted freely to the seminary at Princeton, and
allowed to share in the benefits of Presbyterian en
So also from Canada, in all her
dowment there.
provinces ; Great Britain, Ireland, France, Germany,
and Turkey ; Asia also, from Armenia
Switzerland,
to Japan, — from all these regions there have been
students in these halls, good men and true, whose
" profiting has appeared unto all men."
The terms of admission to the seminary on the lit

erary side are more exact and rigid than on the eccle
siastical side. There must be a classical preparation
in Latin and Greek, as well as English. A knowledge

of arts and sciences also is required, and these are to
be certified by a college diploma, or private teachers
of high standing and well known, or by a Presbytery
or Classis, or by examination by the professors them
selves. Very few now seek to enter who have not
been graduated regularly at college, and a large pro
portion of such graduates come distinguished by hon
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ors and prizes at the colleges respectively represented.

And the advantages of a situation beside the College
of New Jersey, where a post-graduate course of study
may to a certain extent be combined with the semi
are attractive to graduates who
nary curriculum,
come from younger and weaker colleges in the new
regions of the West, where they have had fewer ad
vantages in consequence of fewer teachers and smaller
endowments.

But the advancing standard of sacred study and
increasing number of professors in the seminary make
all other avocations less and less desirable. The course
of three years only in preparing to preach the ever
lasting gospel is crowded so much with important
exercises, that time cannot be given to lateral studies,
supplementing academical preparation, without jeop
ardy to health and detriment to the power of atten
tion, both of which have their most critical season of
fixedness'just after the baccalaureate season of college

life is closed.

Hence the faculty long for a fourth
year to be added to the course, and have already
planned its engagements and begun to gather the

willing students.
The situation of the seminary in a village is also
favorable to that concentration of mind on study in
early years which is indispensable to the power of
attention and the successful career of educated mind
through the future of life. Far more than cramming
of lessons, the diversion of mind, by curiosity and
bustle, incident to location in great cities must en
feeble the power of attention at the right season, and
make it impossible ever to regain it in subsequent oc
cupation.
Life in the city is too strong in the current
for sedentary thoughtfulness, in the period especially
of forming its habit of close and consecutive think
ing.
There is a time for everything under the.sun. Re
vealed religion of old has given this maxim, and in
all its own appointments never allows itself to make
the distinctive ordinances of grace any exception.
" Not a novice" the preacher must be.
Not before
he is qualified to work is he licensed from on high to
The custom of" church work" devolved
do the work.
theological
student in term time, when his
on a
thoughts are summoned to the utmost in private
study for exercises of the class-room, is baleful to the
work of preparation.
he is necessitated in this
way to earn the means of supporting himself while
engaged in sacred study, he is compelled absurdly to

If

If

the end to the means.
he must make
money out of every good thing he does before he is
allowed to live at the altar, that altar will be en
compassed with a hireling and sordid priesthood from

sacrifice

the very habits of his youth.
He must be trained to
do church work for love's sake and for God's sake, or
"greatest"
of the graces will be withered in his
the
hands.
Hence,
country

Princeton Seminary
rather

than the town.

was planted

Its location

in the
is un-»
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Secluded enough to enjoy the retirement of
study, and yet near enough and half-way between the
two chief cities of the continent to see the busy world
in all its movements and avocations, the place affords
at once profound preparation and vast perspective in
rivaled.

Instead of
the field of usefulness.
contemplating
leaving the students to vain curiosity in searching out
for themselves models of power and fame in the pul

lost, sight of in the accumulation
of ages; the
cemetery, with its marble monuments and tablets,
these grand
may be buried beneath the plowshare;
buildings may not survive centuries, but these

literary memorials, these volumes scattered over
all nations, deposited in all libraries, kept in use
in all ages of the world, will live while the world

lasts."

pit, exposed to a thousand perils of evil influence and
distraction on the Sabbath, they are assembled in
their own chapel to worship with one mind and heart,

He gives a list of Princeton authors amounting to
of seventy in number, and the number of
original volumes estimated aXfour hundred and twenty-

impressed by their own teachers or by the trusted
and eminent preachers invited by the faculty with
careful selection from every part of the land.

five, without counting the published matter not yet
consolidated and issued as distinct volumes, but which

The endowments of the institution are wisely and
liberally shaped for this end. Funds are available
to secure all the subsidiary aid in this way for the
best advantage as well as ordinary support of needy
students ; and the pauper line is obliterated in these
provisions.

Scholarships

are becoming more and
wore cadetships. The State borrowed from the Pres
byterian Church the wisdom of educating for the
army and the navy, rich and poor alike, at the public
expense, chosen youth for the service of the country,
in detachment from the industrial pursuits of life, and

in honorable devotion to the defense and welfare of
their commonwealth, withoutsupreme regard to selfish
gain. And why should not the church restore to her
own schools the same liberality which characterized
her education at her planting in the last century?
Instead of degrading her ministry in the eye of social
elevation, a gratuitous education of rich and poor
alike would only ennoble the rank of her officers, as
it has done conspicuously in the less noble soldiery of
land and sea, trained by the nation and fed by rations
earned only by study and preparation.
The churches
of New Jersey have done comparatively little in the
endowment of a seminary so venerable and useful
in the midst of themselves. The great future of the
institution expects them to do more. The Presby
terian, more than any other, is a rural church.
The
bulk of her best foundations are in the country.
Candidates trained by city institutions
hanker for
the city pastorates, and are hardly contented with
This great rural fountain claims the
any other.
interest of rural homes, and insures an education
and a will which would equally adorn the cathedral
in town and make "the wilderness blossom as a

rose."

Princeton," says
Authors and Volumes.— "
its his
"
has an alcove in the great library of the
torian,
world filled with her own literature.
Her volumes
have not been as numerous as they have been solid
and useful. Her authors have a celebrity on both
hemispheres.
Their books have been translated into
foreign tongues, and are cited with respect in the
most learned universities and by the most erudite
scholars in all countries."
He adds further, "Great
men die and may be forgotten ; battle-fields may be

upwards

in time will be so issued, adding one hundred and
fifty volumes more, making altogether a library of
five hundred and seventy-five volumes.
This was up
to 1879.
There have been several new volumes issued
since that time, but not by new authors so far as we
can learn.

Without occupying so much space as would be re
quired in copying the long list of the publications, a
majority of which are religious and theological works,
we subjoin only the names of
the authors.
Rev. Charles A. Aiken, D.D.
Rev. Archibald Alexander, D.D.
Rev. Henry Carrington Alexander.
Rev. James Waddel Alexander,
D.D.
Rev. Joseph Addison Alexander,
D.D.
Rev. SamuelDavis Alexander, D.D.
Col. William Cowper Aiexauder.
Prof. Stephen Alexander, LL.D.
Rev. Lyman H. Atwater, D.D.
Samuel Bayard.
Samuel J. Bayard.
Rev. Robert Baird, D.D.
David A. Borrenstein.
Rev. John Breckinridge, D.D.
Rev. Aaron Burr, D.D.
Rev. Henry Clay Cameron,D.D.
Rev. James Carnahan, D.D.
Rev. Asa S. Colton.
Rev. Samuel Davis, D.D.
Rev. Jonathan Dickinson, D.D.
Rev. Albert Baldwin Dod, D.D.
Rev. William Armstrong Dod, D.D.
Rev. John T. Duffield, D.D.
Rev. Jonathan EdwardB,D.D.
Richard Stockton Field.
Rev. Samuel Finley, D.D.
Rev. Robert Finley, D.D.
Rev. John Forsythe, D.D.
Rev: GeorgeMusgrave Giger, D.D.
Rev. Ashbel Green, D.D.
James Sproat Green.
Rev. William Henry Green, D.D.
Arnold Guyot, LL.D.
John Frelinghuysen Hageman.
Rev. Samuel Miller Hageman.
ProfessorJohu Seely Hart, LL.D.
Professor Joseph Henry, LL.D.
Rev. Archibald Alexander Hodge,
D.D.

Rev. Charles Hodge, D.D.
Rev. Matthew Boyd Hope, D.D.
MiBSMary A. Hoyt.
Rev. Henry Kollock, D.D.
Rev. James Madison Macdonald,
D.D.
Malcolm Macdonald.
John Maclean, M.D.
Rev, John Maclean, D.D.
GeorgeMcintosh Maclean, M.D.
Rev. James McCosh, D.D.
Rev. Alexander Taggart McGill,
D.D.
Rev. Joshua Hall Mcllvaine, D.D.
Rev. John Miller.
E. Spencer Miller.
Miss Mary Miller.
Rev. Samuel Miller, D.D.
Rev. Samuel Miller, Jr., D.D.
ProfessorWalter Minto, LL.D.
Rev. James C. Moffat, D.D.
Rev. James 0. Murray, D.D.
Stephen Van RensselaerPaterson.
Rev. William H. Roberts.
ProfesBor J. Stillwell Schanck,
M.D., LL.D.
Rev. William Edward Schenck,
D.D.
George W. Sheldon.
Rev. Charles W. Shields, D.D.
Rev. Samuel StanhopeSmith, D.D.
CommodoreRobert F. Stockton.
John Potter Stockton.
Mrs. Louisa C. Tuthill.
Cornelia L. Tuthill (Mrs. Pierson).
Sarah S. Tuthill
(Mrs. Wood
BakerJ.l
Rev. William C. Ulyat.
Rev. John Witherspoon, D.D.
ProfeBsorCharles A. Young, LL.D.

» Mrs. Tuthill and her daughters are the
authors of over one hundred
volumes.
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at Washington, hoping for some
while the more decided Republicans
the worst and prepared

The Princeton Standard, the only newspaper pub
lished in Princeton during the war, supported Presi
dent Lincoln and the national cause with firm and
loyalty from the beginning to the
uncompromising
end of the Rebellion.

a

a

is

eleven with bedding of all kinds, wrappers, flannel,
and other garments, pads, cushions, books, games,
stationery, groceries, fruits, sewing materials, etc.
Mrs. Governor Olden presented to the Fourth Regi
soldiers'
ment one thousand
prayer-books, two hun
dred and sixty needle and thread cases and other
things.
Mrs. John R. Thomson gave to Company
First New Jersey Regiment, fifty-two India-rubber

came reduced in the number of students, those from
the South going to their homes beyond the lines.
The attempt to maintain neutrality on college ground
failed, and a blaze of patriotism broke out in the town
and institutions, and amid processions, with fife and
drum, the national colors were hoisted over college
and seminary, and over all the most prominent dwell
ings and places of business iu the town.

;

;

Public meetings to promote the war spirit and the
com
enlisting of volunteers were held frequently
mittees were appointed to raise money and volun
teers
home military companies were formed, and
when the President and the Governor called
first and every subsequent quota of soldiers,
What was done
ton responded promptly.
way may be found in the preceding general

for the

Prince
in this

history
We only add here an abstract state
ment of various incidents and events of purely local
character which would seem necessary to be given
a

of this county.

in order to do justice to the men and women of
Princeton in the great struggle.
A Union League was organized in Princeton in the
early stage of the war.
Union daily prayer-meeting was also organized,
and held its meetings in the Union League room in
The meetings were
central part of the town.
and laymen in
ministers,
conducted by professors,
They were well attended and highly
rotation.

concerts, lectures, addresses, festivals, and collections
from house to house, and in the Union prayer-meet
ing to raise money for their patriotic and humane
purposes.
mere outline of what the ladies
This

of Princeton did for the Union cause chiefly by asso
ciated effort. The two Misses Stevens set a good ex
ample by giving each one thousand dollars to the
cause as soon as the tocsin of war was sounded.
Princeton township had responded so promptly to
the several calls for volunteers that when the enforce
ment of the draft was made in the State the quota of
supple
By
Princeton unfilled was only twelve.
mental call for one hundred per cent, to be added, the
number was increased to twenty-four. The draft took
place at Trenton.
Among those who were drawn
were the Rev. Professor Giger, of the college, the Rev.
Dr. Mann, pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church,

Edward D. Ledyard, valedictorian in college, and
several other students. The township provided sub
stitutes for all those who were drafted, except in
few instances where the persons drafted procured

a

by ties of kindred to many Southern secessionists, the
loyalists greatly predominated, and soon gathered en
thusiasm in defending the old flag. The college be

Besides the personal labors in knitting,
blankets.
for the
and making suitable
buying,
sewing,
sick and wounded, they availed themselves of musical

a

tions and opinions of Princeton in national affairs.
Though there were several families who had strong
sympathies for the Southern States, and were united

A

and mittens, six with home-made wines, jellies, cor
dials, syrups, and other delicacies, the remaining

a

a

Governor Charles S. Olden, who was in office when
commissioner to the
the war began, and had been
Peace Convention, was a resident of Princeton. This
fact gave more significance to the public demonstra

a

April

their own substitutes privately.
The whole number of volunteers who had been en
rolled from Princeton before the enforcement of the
draft was five hundred and forty-three, fifty being col
ored. Some of these enlisted several times in different
companies, which would reduce the number of men.
The township gave liberal bounty to its volunteers,
a

save it.

valued.

report published

B,

The Princeton Review threw its strong influence to
avert the bloody issue, but stood up for the mainte
nance of the Union by coercion when war only could

stated in

since the preceding September they
1862,
had forwarded twenty boxes to Washington, Cairo,
Louisville, and Paducah.- Two of them were filled
with reading matter, one with home-knit stockings
that

especially after July 20, 1864, when to those who en
paid five hundred and fifty dol
listed for three years
lars, in addition to what the national and State gov
ernments paid. The money was raised by township
bonds, authorized by vote of the tax-payers, and sub
These
sequently made valid by act of the Legislature.

it

and Union men anticipated
for it.

their labors

is

benefit from

it,

Peace Convention

sion, the Christian Commission, and directly to the
sample of
As
army hospitals during the war.

it

its students from the Southern States, at first main
tained silence on the great issue, but favored the

The ladies of Princeton attested their love of coun
try and their sympathy with the suffering soldiers
by their liberal and constant contributions through
aid societies to the United States Sanitary Commis

4,

Princeton in the Civil War. —Educational towns
are usually conservative, and slow in adopting meas
ures which tend to revolution or violence, but when
revolution is inevitable they rush to the foremost of
the fight.
The college, having a large proportion of
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bonds were paid as they fell due.
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-The capture of Richmond was the occasion of a
joyous celebration in Princeton on the 4th of April,
1865.
It was under the management of the college,
and was on college ground.
The tutors, students,
proand some men of the town got up a torch-light
session and some fire-works, and kindled a fire around
the big cannon, and paraded the streets with music of
the College Glee Club, and the town generally was
illuminated.
The public meeting was organized on

was represented by Jonathan Sergeant, Jonathan
Dickinson Sergeant, John Witherspoon, Jonathan
Deare, Jonathan Baldwin, Enos Kelsey, and W.
Churchill Houston ; and the offices of judge of the
Common Pleas and justices of the peace before the
Revolution were filled by members of the first fami

lies that came and settled here. In the Continental
Congress the members who resided in Princeton were

Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant, Richard Stockton, Dr.
and Dr. John

the steps of the North College.

John Witherspoon, Churchill Houston,

sided, Rev. Dr. John
Rev. Dr. McGill, Rev. Dr. Mcllvaine, Rev. Dr. Moffat,
Rev. J. B. Hutchinson, and Professor Stephen Alex
ander made patriotic addresses.

Beatty.

Rev. Dr. Hodge pre
Maclean offered prayer, and

The assassination

of President

Lincoln

on

the

14th of April, 1865, shocked this community as it
did the whole country.
The whole town with its
public buildings and private dwellings put on the
habiliments of mourning.
Peace, which soon . follpwed that tragic event, was hailed with the greatest

joy.

The names of the committee appointed at the first
public war-meeting in Princeton to procure volun
teers for the war were John W. Fielder, Henry D.
Johnson, George T. Olmsted, Martin Voorhees, and
S. Alexander Hamilton ; and Josiah W. Wright was
intrusted by the board of chosen freeholders to
pay the bounty voted to the volunteers in this town
ship.
Among the higher officers were Maj. Alexander M.
Cumming, in the First Cavalry Regiment New Jersey
Volunteers ; Capt. Charles H. Dod, on the staff of
Gen. Hancock; Maj. Samuel

W.Stockton, on staff
of Gen. Hunter; Lieut. Edward Field, on Gen. Han
cock's corps ; Lieut. Brainerd Jerome, on the Signal
Service Corps ; Lieut. Edward Moffat, in Company
K, of sharpshooters, in Ninth Regiment ; Dr. George
M. McGill, surgeon in Gen. Custer's cavalry; Capt.
William V. Scudder, in Second New Jersey Cavalry ;
John'
Capt.
H. Margerum, in Twenty-second New
Jersey Volunteers, nine months' men.
Prominent Men. — Princeton is noted for the
large number of prominent and very eminent men
who have resided there in all the periods of its his
tory.
There is no town in New Jersey, and perhaps
none in any other State, in which so large a propor
tion of its citizens have been liberally educated, and
have held such high and influential positions, socially,
politically, and religiously, during so long a period of
time.

In

colonial times and under the provincial govern

ment the early settlers of Princeton bore an honora
ble part in public office. Before the Revolution the
Supreme Court, the Provincial Assembly, and the

King's Council were represented by members of the

In the
Clarke, aisd Leonard families.
sheriffalty we find the names of Barefoot Brinson,
John Stockton; and in the Pro
John Riddle,
vincial Congress of New Jersey in 1775-76, Princeton
Stockton,

Prior to the removal of the college here in 1756, the
chiefly belonged to the original families,
the Clarkes, Hornors, Oldens, Stocktons, Leonards,
Fitz Randolphs, and the leading men among them
were Judge Thomas Leonard, Judge John Stockton
and his son, Richard Stockton (a graduate of the col
lege while it was at Newark, and then a promising
lawyer, who afterwards became signer of the Declara
tion), John Hornor, Nathaniel Fitz Randolph, and
Benjamin Clarke.
These were all large landholders,
owning in those years almost the entire township,
now Princeton.
From the planting of the college to the time of the
Revolution there was an accession to the population
inhabitants

of new families, adding new names to the list of dis
tinguished citizens of Princeton. Among them were
the following:

Jonathan Sergeant, who came from Newark,
his native place, in 1758.
His ancestors were from
Connecticut; his brother was a missionary to the Mohigan Indians at Stockbridge, Mass.
He married for
his second wife Abigail, daughter of Rev. Jonathan
Dickinson.

of the college from
and was sent to Princeton and New
Brunswick in 1751 to select a site for the college.
For several years he lived in Maidenhead, in the
He was treasurer

1750 to 1777,

house afterwards purchased by George Green, the
father of Caleb Smith Green, and so long the Green
homestead. In 1770 he purchased the farm of Sam
uel Hornor, deceased, to the east of Prospect, then
owned by Jonathan Baldwin. He represented Mid
dlesex County in the Provincial Congress in 1775.
He was a warm patriot and a decided Presbyterian.

He died of smallpox in 1776, just before the battle
of Princeton.
His farm was sold to Joseph Olden,
and is still in the Olden family.
Prospect Avenue
is opened upon it.. He left four children, two by each
wife ; one by the latter was his son,

Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant,

at Nassau

Hall in

1762,

studied

who graduated

law with Richard

Stockton, and practiced in Princeton. He married a
daughter of Rev. Dr. Elihu Spencer, of Trenton. He
was a warm patriot, was secretary of the first popular
convention in New Brunswick in 1774 for resisting the
oppression of Great Britain.
He was a member of
the Provincial Congress in 1775 and 1776 from Som
erset County,

with Frelinghuysen and Paterson.
He
treasurer of that body,

was secretary and afterwards

.
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and was member of the Committee of Safety.
He
was a member of the Continental Congress both be
fore and after the Declaration of Independence was

treasurer of the

adopted.

Davenport,

He ranked high as a lawyer.
His new
house in Princeton was burnt by the Hessian sol
diers, and he was appointed attorney-general of Penn
sylvania and removed to Philadelphia, where he lived
till 1793, when he died of yellow fever, having volun
teered to serve on a committee of twelve to stay and
relieve the suffering victims of that dreadful pesti
lence. He left a family of eleven children, among
whom were William, John, Thomas, and Spencer Ser
geant, four distinguished lawyers of Philadelphia, and
Mrs. Dr. Samuel Miller of Princeton.
(See previous
chapter on bench and bar.)
John Berrien, though he lived a few miles from
Princeton, was really a Princeton man, a contempor
ary with Richard Stockton and J. Dickinson Sergeant
at the bar of New Jersey for several years before the
Revolution. He was a colonial justice of the Su
preme Court, and an intimate friend of Judge Leon
ard, as well as of the gentlemen just^named. He was
a trustee of the college, and had represented Somer
set County in the Provincial Assembly in 1769, and
died in 1772, in the sixty-first year of his age. He
was buried in the Princeton Cemetery, where an an
cient monument marks his grave, and his old stone
residence on the eastern bank of the Millstone River,
at Rocky Hill, where Washington made his private
headquarters in 1783, is still standing as an old land
mark.

Dr. Absalom Bainbridge graduated at Nassau
Hall in 1762, and practiced medicine in Princeton for

several years, and then removed to New York. He was
born at his father, Edmund Bainbridge's, in Maiden
He was secretary of the New
head, near Princeton.
Jersey Medical Society in 1771, and was president in

He died in New York in 1807. He was the
of Commodore William Bainbridge, of the
United States navy, who was born in Princeton in
1774.
Dr. Edmund Bainbridge, who also resided in
Princeton, was his son. He lived in the Bayard
house, which he built. He and all other Princeton
physicians are noticed in a former chapter on the
1773.

father

medical profession.

Maj. Enos Kelsey was a prominent and useful
citizen of Princeton, a native of New Jersey, a grad
uate of Princeton in 1766, and then became a mer
chant, and kept his store in the brick property oppo
site the college in Nassau Street, where the Oldens
He
afterwards kept store, now the Dohn property.
was an earnest patriot, in service during the Revolu
tion ; was a member of the Provincial Congress and
of the Committee of Safety. He was a justice of the
peace, a major in the militia, and was deputy quarter
master and deputy commissary in the Continental
army, and filled those offices with uncommon fidelity.
He was trusted at one time with thirty thousand dol
He was
lars to provide clothing for the soldiers.

terian Church,

His

correct.
woman.

college and trustee of the Presby
and his accounts were always exactly
wife was a sister of the Rfev. John

of Pennington, and was a very estimable
He died June 26, 1811, and was buried in

Princeton.

Dr. Thomas Wiggins graduated at Yale in 1752,
studied medicine, and came to Princeton to practice
medicine, and resided here till his death in 1804.
He bought a small tract of land on the east side of
Witherspoon Street, by the graveyard.
His residence
was the brick house, which at his death he devised,
with about twenty acres of land, to the trustees of
the First Presbyterian Church, of which he had been
for several years previous to his death a trustee and
This was after that occupied as the
a ruling elder.
parsonage for nearly fifty years, when it was sold. It
Dr. Wiggins was
now belongs to the 'gas company.
physician in New Jersey, and in the
a prominent
New Jersey Medical Society, of which he was one of
He left no family but several
the original founders.
nieces. (See chapter lix.)

Jonathan Baldwin graduated in 1755 at the
College of New Jersey, and settled at Princeton.
He
" Prospect" until he sold it to
owned and occupied

He was active in the Revolution, serv
Col. Morgan.
ing in the Provincial Congress of 1775, and was in
trusted by Governor Livingston with the distribution
of balls and cartridges in 1778. He aided in the
building of the Presbyterian Church in 1762. He
was steward of the college. His wife was Sarah Ser
geant, daughter of Jonathan Sergeant by his first
He removed to Newark, and died there in
wife.
1816.

Gen. John Beatty, the oldest son of Rev. Charles
Beatty, of Neshaminy, Pa., graduated at Princeton
in 1769, and studied medicine, married Mary, daugh
ter of Richard Longstreet, a farmer, who lived where
J. Boyd Van Doren now lives, and settled in Prince

ton. He joined the army with a captain's, commis
sion in the Pennsylvania line in 1775, and was taken
prisoner at the surrender of Fort Washington
and
suffered a long captivity.
Being exchanged in 1778,
he returned with impaired health to Princeton, when
he was appointed commissary-general of prisoners,
with rank of colonel, in place of Dr. Elias Boudinot.
In 1780 he resigned and was honorably discharged.

" Windsor,"
He bought a farm near Princeton called
where he lived with his family and practiced medi
cine. He served in the Continental Congress in 1783,
He held sev
and in the Federal Congress in 1793.
eral honorable political offices, and was finally ap
pointed Secretary of State, when he sold " Windsor"
and removed to Trenton, and built a handsome resi
dence on the banks of tire Delaware, above the StateHe was president of the Trenton Banking
House.
He
Company and of the Delaware Bridge Company.
was a trustee of college for twenty years, and died in
1826.
He was a fine-looking, tall, soldierly person,
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town.

His

father then removed to Orange County,

N. Y. When the Revolutionary war broke out
Francis and his brothers, John and William, devoted
themselves to the service of their country.
Francis
received a commission of major and then of lieutenantcolonel of the Third Regiment of New Jersey troops.
He was in constant service during the war. He was
at the battles of Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine,
Germantown, and Monmouth, where he was wounded.
He was conspicuous in the army of New Jersey, and
he and his horse were killed by the falling of a tree
upon him, Feb. 11, 1783.

Capt. William Howard, an officer of the British
army, resided for some years before the Revolutionary
war near Princeton, on the Dr. Greenland farm, which
ever since has been known as "Castle Howard."
Capt. Howard was a strong Whig, but his wife was of
different sentiments.
He was afflicted with the gout,
and died during the war, and his wife returned to
England. He built the stone mansion which is still
there.
Jonathan Deare was a highly-respectable Eng
lish gentleman, a lawyer by profession, who took an
active part in New Jersey in the struggle for inde
pendence.

He was selected to represent Middlesex
County in the first Provincial Congress of New Jer
After the State organization he was for
sey in 1775.
several years in the Assembly from the same county.
While attending upon the Legislature in Princeton,
he became acquainted with the beautiful Miss Frances
Phillips, of the township of Maidenhead, and mar
ried her. They lived in Princeton for several years,
occupying the house on Nassau Street which after
wards became the residence of Dr. John Van Cleve
and of Dr. Wm. Forman, now standing in Bayard
Avenue, having been removed there to give place to
the University Hotel. Mrs. Deare was a member of
the committee of ladies to aid the .soldiers, with Mrs.
Richard Stockton, Lady Stirling, Mrs. Col. Morgan,
and others. They were honored and useful citizens,
and took an interest in the Presbyterian
Church.

They removed to New Brunswick after the war, he
having been appointed to an office in connection
with the port of entry in Middlesex County. He
died about 1796, and was buried in the Episcopal
churchyard
in New Brunswick.
They left several
children, who were highly respected and beloved.
Capt. John Johnson, a grandson of Rutt John
son, an early settler and large land-owner on Stony
Brook, adjoining the Stockton tract of land, occupied
the Johnson farm, next to Robert Stockton's Consti

country, and gave much assistance to the war measures
carried out in this part of the State.
He was also

commissioned by Governor Livingston a justice of the
peace during and after the war.
He suffered much
spoliation of property by the Hessian soldiers.
Jo
seph Stockton was tried before him and a jury for

disloyalty to the liberty cause. He was a farmer
and distiller, and a ruling elder in the Presbyterian
Church of Princeton. He was the father of Caleb
of the late
and Lewis Johnson, and grandfather
Henry D. Johnson, who died on the old homestead,
and who was the father of Wm. Y. Johnson, Esq.
The farm has been in the Johnson family for over
one hundred and seventy-five years.

James Finley came from Glasgow, Scotland, to
Princeton in 1769, through the solicitation of Dr.
his personal friend. He had been a
Witherspoon,
yarn merchant in Glasgow, and here he followed the
occupation of weaving.
He was a devoutly religious
man, and a warm supporter of the American Revo
lution. He was appointed clothier to a brigade of
American
troops, and held this office while' the
British officers were quartered at his house. He sac
rificed his property for his adopted country.
He
attended affectionately upon Dr. Witherspoon in his
last sickness, and after his death he went to live with
his son, the Rev. Robert Finley, at Basking Ridge,
who was a native of Princeton.
The Stocktons multiplied for several genera
tions after their settlement here. Richard, the first
settler, had five sons, among whom his large estate
was divided.
John received the tract which was
;"
afterwards known as " Morven
Robert received the
next tract west of
called afterwards the " Con
;"
stitution Hill farm
and Samuel the next tract on
both sides of the Stony Brook, excepting Worth's
Mills.
John Stockton was a judge of the pleas, and sent
his son Richard to the College of New Jersey in the
first class. He was a man of influence and
warm
friend of the college, doing much to secure its loca
tion here.' He was
friend of the missionary Brainerd. Maj. Robert Stockton, Jr.,
son of Robert, was
quartermaster in the army, and very active in
the
patriotic cause. Gen. Washington
said to have
a

was born in Princeton in
His father, Patrick Barber, Esq., came from
Ireland in about 1749. What specially attracted him
here is not known.
The college was not here at that
time.
Francis graduated at the college in 1767, and
then took charge of the grammar school at Elizabeth-

is

Col. Francis Barber

1751.

tution Hill farm, when- the Revolution commenced.
He was both patriotic and active in the service of his

a

and

it,

upright, honorable,

useful.

a

full of humor, intelligent,

a
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stayed at his house during the week in
December in
1776 when retreating southward.
He left several
children, among them Dr. Ebenezer Stockton, Job
Stockton, Elizabeth, wife of Dr. Ashbel Green, and
Mary, wife of Thomas P. Johnson, and several others.

Job Stockton. There was another one by this
name who was born in Princeton in 1734.
He was
commissioned by Governor Bernard sheriff of Som
erset in 1759.
He was also judge of the pleas in
1770, and died in 1771, thirty-seven
years of age,
very much lamented.
He was buried in the Presby
terian burying-ground.

PRINCETON.
Richard Stockton,
Declaration,

was born

son of John, the signer of the
in Princeton, Oct. 1, 1730.

His history is well known.
He was among the first
graduates of the college, was settled as a lawyer in
Princeton, rose to eminence, married Annis Boudinot,
visited England in 1767, adorned Morven, was a colo
nial justice of the Supreme Court when the Revolu
tion broke out.
He united with Dr. Witherspoon
and Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant in favor of in
dependence, was a delegate to the Continental Con
of Independence,
gress, and signed the Declaration
was betrayed and captured by the enemy and cruelly
imprisoned ; his home was pillaged, and he died in
1781, leaving two sons, Richard and Lucius Horatio,
and four daughters, —Mrs. Benjamin Rush, Mrs. Al
Cuthbert, Mrs. Rev. Andrew Hunter, and
Mrs. Robert Field. He was an accomplished scholar
and gentleman, a memberof the Presbyterian Church,
a trustee of the college. He was buried in the Quaker
burying-ground
at Stony Brook, with no monument
exander

to designate his grave, nor that of his wife beside
him.
(See previous chapter.)

Samuel Witham Stockton, a younger brother of
Richard, the signer, graduated at Nassau Hall in 1767.
In 1774 he went to Europe as secretary of the Amer
ican commission to the courts of Austria and Russia.
He negotiated a treaty with Holland. He was secre
tary of the convention of New Jersey to ratify the
Constitution of the United States. In 1794 he was
appointed Secretary of State of New Jersey, and re
moved to Trenton, where, in 1795, he was killed by
being thrown from a chaise in Trenton.
Rev. Philip Stockton, the third son of John,
and brother of the signer, graduated at Nassau Hall
in 1773, and was a Presbyterian clergyman. He mar
ried a sister of Col. John Noble dimming, and bought
and occupied the Castle Howard farm, and died leav
ing four children.
Lieut. Philip Augustus Stockton,
of the United States navy, was his grandson.
Richard Stockton, LL.D., the son of the signer
Morven,"
and successor to "
was a graduate of Nassau
Hall in 1779. He was one of the most eminent and
able lawyers of New Jersey. He has been noticed
among the members of the bar. He died March 7,
among
leaving, a wife and eight children,
whom was Commodore Robert F. Stockton.
Thomas P. Johnson is remembered as one of the
distinguished lawyers of New Jersey, and one of the
1828,

most notable citizens of Princeton.

He was born in

His

father, William Johnson, was a Quaker,
who emigrated to this country from Ireland about the
He was a self-made man,
middle of the last century.
1761.

He
and a great favorite with the masses of society.
studied law with Richard Stockton, and married a
daughter of Maj. Robert Stockton, of Princeton. He
lived in the house now owned by John Conover, cor
ner of Nassau and Moore Streets. For a fuller notice
see chapter on the bench and bar preceding.

Col. Erkuries

Beatty,

son of Rev.

Charles
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Beatty, brother of Dr. John Beatty, and the father
of the Rev. Dr. Charles Beatty, now of Steubenville,
When
Ohio, was a prominent citizen of Princeton.
only sixteen years of age he entered the military
service of the country as a private soldier ; then he
received an ensign's commission in the Fourth Bat

He was
talion, Pennsylvania line, Col. Cadwalader.
in the action under Lord Stirling on Long Island and
at White Plains; also at the battle of Brandy wine,

under Lafayette, in 1777.
He was shot in the battle
of Germantown, and narrowly escaped death. He
was in the battle of Monmouth, under Gen. Wayne,
and served under Gen. Clinton against the Indians

in Western NewYork, and was in the battle of New
town.
He was in the military family of Gen. Lord
Stirling at Basking Ridge as his secretary. He was
with Washington
He
during the summer of 1780.
was at Yorktown when it was captured, and at the
close of the war his property had depreciated and he
was penniless, and became paymaster in the Western
army.
He bought the Castle Howard farm in 1799,
and occupied it with his wife, who was Mrs. Susan

nah Ferguson, of Philadelphia. He studied the sci
ence of farming, was a justice of the peace, and judge
of Middlesex pleas, treasurer of the Cincinnati Soci
ety, president of the Princeton and Kingston Branch

Turnpike Company, mayor of the borough, trustee
of the Presbyterian Church for twenty years, and
warmly espoused the cause of education, coloniza
He sold his farm,
tion, and general benevolence.
His house
and removed into the village in 1816.
has been removed from Nassau Street into Vahde-

venter Place by the college, after the erection of the
school building. He was brave, tall, hon

scientific

orable, and soldierly, and very generally esteemed.
He died in 1823, and was buried in the cemetery with
an inscription of his virtues and services on his tomb
stone, written by Rev. Dr. Miller.
Dr. Ebenezer Stockton, son of Maj. Robert
Stockton, graduated at Nassau Hall in 1780, and
entered the army as a surgeon, but soon resigned and
settled at Princeton, his native town, and practiced
He was a tall, finemedicine here during his life.

looking gentleman, was an esteemed, skillful, and ex
physician with a large practice.
His old
stately brick house on the north side of Nassau
Street, opposite Wilson's corner, is still standing,
opposite the School of Science.
He died in 1837, in
See notice of
the seventy-seventh year of his age.
him among the physicians of the county in a previ
cellent

ous chapter.

Richard Longstreet

in the vi
in that year
his name appears among the subscribers for building
the Presbyterian Church. He was an elder in that
church from 1786 to 1797, and also a trustee.
He was
a farmer, and lived on the Dr. Scudder farm, now
J. Boyd Van Doren's, and also owned the adjoining
Hisdaughfarms of John Cruser and Leavitt Howe.
was a resident

cinity of Princeton previous to

1762, for
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in Capt. McMackin's com

pany in the Revolution, and was killed while in
He was buried there.
action near Morristown.
Capt. Aaron Longstreet was a captain in the mili
tia, and was in service in the Revolutionary war. He
lived on the farm of the late John Cruser, near Prince
ton, and left but one child, Eleanor, who married Maj.
Cornelius Cruser, of Washington.

Capt. Andrew McMakin was a resident of Prince

ton, and kept a drug-store and a general store where
the Burke building now stands in Nassau Street. He
was captain of a militia company, and did service in
the Revolutionary war. He claimed to have been in
the battle of Germantown, and to have experienced
many dangers in that and other engagements. He
was employed by the Council of Safety to make car
tridges for that body.

Capt. James Moore lived in Princeton both be
fore and after the Revolution.
He carried on the
tanner and currier business where Cornelius Cottrell
lately died, in Moore Street, a name- given to it in

honor of Capt. Moore.
His residence was in Nassau
Street, and, after having stood about a hundred years,
was bought by Mr. Gibby, who removed it a few years
ago, when he built his new house upon the lot. He
served as captain of a military company in the war,
and was in the battle of Princeton, where he was
credited with distinguished bravery in having broken
into the college and demanded the surrender of the

British troops, who had fled into it for refuge, which
demand was acceded to. He attended upon the Coun
cil of Safety, and executed the requests and orders of
that body in Princeton.
He was very patriotic,
and in his old age became blind. He was trustee of
the Presbyterian Church from 1786 to 1831, and a
ruling elder from 1807 till his death in 1832, at the
age of eighty years.
A monument in the cemetery
commemorates his military services and his private
virtues.

Maj. Stephen

Morford

in the
Revolution, first a private, then captain, and in 1797
he was appointed major of the First Battalion, Second
Regiment, in place of Maj. James Anderson.
He was
familiar with the details of the battle of Princeton,
though not present when it took place. He occupied
was a soldier

the house so long known as the old post-office corner,
the northwest corner of Nassau and Witherspoon
Streets. Maj. Morford was postmaster, and then his
son William, and finally his daughter, Miss Fanny
Morford, continued the office at that place. It was
kept there for about thirty years. Maj. Morford died

April

in the seventy-seventh year of his age.
He married Mary Hamilton, and they had thirteen
children ; six died in infancy, the others were Ed
22, 1833,

the Charleston Mercury, and was an influential politi
rights'
cian in the State
school. He had two daugh
ters, — Harriet, who married Rev. J. D. Mitchell, D.D.,

and Amelia, who became the wife of Professor John S.
Hart, both gentlemen having graduated at Princeton.
The daughters of Maj. Morford all, except Miss

Fanny, married

prominent

gentlemen

who resided

at the South.

Zebulon Morford was a brother of Maj. Stephen
Morford, and at onetime owned Castle Howard,, after
Col. Beatty removed from it. He was a ruling elder
in the Presbyterian Church, and had filled local public
offices.

James Hamilton was long a useful and respect
able citizen of Princeton.
He was here before the
Revolution, and was commissary in Princeton during
the war. He was long an elder and trustee of the
church till his death in 1815. In 1804 he built a brick
house, which occupied the ground now occupied by
the residences of Dr. Schanck and Dr. Wikoff in
Nassau Street. He was a painter and chair manufac
turer.
His wife survived him twenty-five years, and
remained in the same residence till her death. They
had two sons and five daughters.
Their son James
was a professor in the University of Nashville, Tenn. ;
one of the daughters married the Rev. Jared D.
Fyler, another Rev. Mr.' Huntington, and another
Rev. Mr. Fitch.
Isaac Anderson was the most prominent of the
old Princeton family of Andersons.
He built and
resided in the brick house on corner of Nassau and
Charlton Streets. He owned a considerable property
. in that vicinity, and was so influential that that por
tion of the town was called Andersontown. It was
midway from the main portion of Princeton to old
Jugtown. He was wealthy and a liberal contributor
to the Presbyterian
Church.
He died in 1807. He
left no children ; but Isaac L., Aaron, Ephraim, and
Stephen were his collateral kindred.

Col. George Morgan came to Princeton imme
diately after the Revolutionary war. He had been in
the army of Washington at Valley Forge, and shared
its hardships.
He purchased in Princeton the farm
of Jonathan Baldwin, known
he gave to
scholarly
the country.

"Prospect,"

a name
and resided on
while here. He was
man, and the most scientific farmer in
as

it

Richard was a private

He had an extensive variety of grains,
and means for testing their advantages.
He studied
the nature and habits of the Hessian fly, and the best
mode of dealing with that desperado of the wheatfield.
He was president of the trustees of the acad
emy which was built on the Presbyterian Church lot.
In 1804 he sold his farm, which was held by his son,
Col. John Morgan, to John
Craig, and removed
with his family to Western Pennsylvania, near Can-

I.

Longstreet.

mund, Frances, William, Margaret, Juliet, Jane, and
Caroline.
Edmund graduated at Princeton iu 1797, and re
moved to Charleston, S. C. ; was a lawyer, and edited

it,

ter Mary was married to Dr. or Gen. John Beatty.
Another daughter married Lemuel Scudder, at the
Kingston Mills, the father of Dr. Jacob and Elias
Scudder.
He had two sons, — Richard and Aaron

a
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PRINCETON.
in Washington

County.
He had several
Capt. Bunyan, who resided a few years in
Princeton, married one of his daughters.
His
daughter Maria, who was born in Princeton in 1787,
was married to Dudley Woodbridge,
of Marietta,
onsburg,
children.

Ohio, in 1811. There were five sons, who removed
with their father to the Western country, as it was
then called.
Col. Aaron Burr was quite intimate
with Col. Morgan, and it is said made some treason
able advances to him, which he communicated to
President Jefferson, and which Jefferson acknowl
edged in a letter to Col. Morgan was the first intima
tion he had received of the alleged plot of Burr.
William Millette, a French -Canadian gentle
man, lived on the farm now occupied by Purser Gu
lick, United States navy, next beyond Worth's Mills.
He was a tall, fine-looking gentleman, with courtly
manners. He and his family were Presbyterians, and
were long connected with the church at Kingston.
His wife, Charity Millette, united with the church at
Princeton in 1792. Mr. Millette gave ten pounds for
repairing the Princeton church after the war. He
was a Tory iu the Revolution, and went to Canada
and remained there during the war. He died in 1788,
and was buried in Princeton.
His nephew, Matthew
Millette, and his two nieces survived him and his
Titus'
wife, and lived along the Stony Brook, near
mills, until the last twenty years. Matthew has a son
They formerly had a large and
living in Trenton.
respectable family connection in Monmouth County.
Elias Woodruff came from Elizabethtown to
Princeton in 1772, and had three sons, who graduated
at Nassau Hall, viz. : Aaron D., George W., and
Abner. He remained here during the war, and ren
dered services in the army in offices connected with
the magazine and commissary department at Prince
ton.
His son George was a lawyer of distinction in
Georgia, but when he became advanced in life he re
moved to Trenton, and there died leaving a large
estate. His son, Aaron Dickinson, settled at Trenton,
twenty- four
and was attorney-general of the State for
years. His son Abner first settled in Sussex County
as a merchant, then entered the navy as midshipman,

resigned in 1803, and died at Perth Amboy in
They were related to the Woodruff family in
the eastern part of the State.
John Hamilton was the son of Scotch parents,
but

1842.

They settled in
took the name of his father.
John married Sarah Manning, whose
mother was a daughter of Nathaniel Fitz Randolph.

and

Philadelphia.

Their daughter Mary married Maj. Stephen Morford.
Their son John married Phebe Ross, and settled on
the farm which had been the eastern end of the John
Hornor tract at Queenston, a farm which has been
known as the Hamilton homestead for several genera
tions.

John"
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byterian Church.

She died in 1851 at an advanced
They had children, among whom were John
Ross Hamilton, who died before his mother, and
Samuel R. Hamilton, a prominent lawyer, who prac
ticed in Princeton for several years and then removed
to Trenton, where he spent the residue of his life in
He had three sons, — Morris
the practice of the law.
R., John R., and S. Alexander Hamilton. The first
age.

is a lawyer

and editor at Camden, the last one re
mained on the# farm until it was conveyed to Alex
ander Gray.

John Harrison

was a merchant in Princeton
He first settled at Queenston,
In a
on what is still known as the Harrison farm.
few years after he had engaged in business there he
bought it up to the Martin property, which he occu
pied till his death, when Robert Voorhees took it.

after the Revolution.

He held the office of treasurer of the college from
He was a
1791 to 1794 under Dr. Witherspoon.
trustee of the church of Princeton from 1796 till his
death in 1816.
He was also treasurer of the church,
and bequeathed a legacy of five hundred dollars to
Harrison Street in
the church, which was paid.
Queenston is called after him.

Thomas White came to Princeton from Virginia,
and engaged in the mercantile business for many
years. He was a useful and popular citizen, with a
family which commanded much respect in the com
He was hospitable and attentive to the
and
received a large share of their patronage.
students,
He frequently served the public in local offices, both
in the borough and in the township of Montgomery.
Mrs. White was a Hamilton. They had four daughters
munity.

and two sons.

John

He died in

1837.

Wilson

kept general store for many years
corner
of
Nassau
and Washington Street, —
on the old
Wilson's Corner. He was a very respectable and
useful citizen.
He filled offices in the township and
in the Borough Council. He was an elder and trustee
S.

of the church. They had one son, Dr. Joline Wilson,
who died in Georgia while a young man, and two
daughters; one married Rev. E. D. Prime, and the
other Rev. Frederick Knighton. Mr. Wilson died in
1836.

Francis De Haes Janvier was a man of extra
By trade he was
ordinary genius and acquirements.
a coach-painter, and while he followed his trade with
local
uncommon skill he achieved a distinguished
reputation in art. His taste led him to make excur
He ornamented his
sions beyond his daily work.
house with numerous oil paintings of portraits and
An open
fancy pieces. He was fond of reading.
book was always found attached to his easel, and
sometimes he would have a boy reading to him while
grinding his colors. He was familiar with English lit

was a coach-maker by trade, and carried
till his death. His wife survived
She was greatly respected for her

erature, and made himself master of the French lan
guage, which he spoke with facility. He was a most
genial companion.
He was a musician of high order,

member of the Pres

could play on several different instruments, and was a

on that business
him many years.

piety, and was long an honored
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He
sight-singer, and read intricate music with ease.
had poetic tendencies, and sometimes wrote verses.
Withal he was a very religious man, and was a ruling
elder in the Princeton Church from 1807 to 1824, the
time of his death, in his fiftieth year of his age.
He
married Mary Thompson, a daughter of Professor
One of their daughters
Thompson, of the college.
married the Rev. John Newton, missionary to India.
The father of Mr. Janvier was a descendant of a
French Huguenot family, and married into a Holland
family by name of De Haes. The above description
is taken from the writing of the late Rev. Dr. James
W. Alexander, who said of him that he had "never
known a more accomplished

man."

John Passage, a celebrated baker by occupation,
was a well-known citizen of Princeton for more than
a quarter of a century, at one time having his place
of business where now the Mansion House stands.
He was succeeded in his business by Gerardus Skillman. He had a large family of daughters and sev
eral sons.
His daughters Marian and Mrs. Clifton
are still living in Princeton, on the same ground on
which the old homestead stood.

Robert Voorhees came

to Princeton

at the begin;

ning of this century, and was one of the most success
ful merchants of the place. He left a large estate,
and died without children.
He was an elder in the
church, and the first president of the Princeton Bank.
His residence was in the liouse now occupied by
Philip Hendrickson, and he built a large brick store
and dwelling where the post-office and the Press build
ing stand, and John Van Doren became his successor.
Both he and Mr. Van Doren kept a large and pros
perous store there. Mr. Voorhees died in 1838, and
Mr, Van Doren is still living in Monmouth County.
Hart Olden, the father of Job G. and Charles S.
Olden (the Governor), was a merchant all his life, be
ginning in a store at Stony Brook, then in Princeton.
He was a few years in Trenton.
His sons were also
merchants much of their lives. Their residence and
store was in the Kelsey brick property, now owned
by Mr. Dohn, the baker.
They were the descend
ants of the original settler, William Olden.
The Potter Family.— John Potter emigrated
from Ireland to Charleston,, S. O, in 1784.
On his
voyage the vessel was wrecked and
he. lost all his
property.
He began business in Charleston as a
salesman of small wares.
He was successful, and be
came a prominent merchant with a princely fortune.
He had three sons, William, James, and Thomas F.
Potter, and one daughter.
William died young. The
daughter was married to Robert F. Stockton, of Prince
ton, N. J., then a dashing young lieutenant in the
United States navy, afterwards a commodore. The
result of the marriage was the removal of John Pot
ter and his family to Princeton in 1824.
He pur
Prospect,"
chased of John I. Craig "
and resided at
that place until a few months before his death, when
he and Mrs. Potter moved into " Morven" with their

Mr. Potter
daughter, Mrs. Stockton, and died there.
was very wealthy.
He invested largely in the Dela
ware and Raritan Canal stock, and gave fortunes to
his three children, still retaining a large one for him
self. He and his two sons owned valuable planta

which they retained till their
liberal gifts to the Episcopal
Church ; he built the parsonage and presented it to
thechurch, and he was its most reliable patron. His

tions

death.

at the

He

South,

made

Both were buried
wife died in 1848 and he in 1849.
in their family burying-ground on land adjoining
Trinity Church.
James Potter, a son of John Potter, was born in
Charleston in 1793, and graduated at Yale College.
He married » daughter of Dr. John Grimes, of Sa
vannah, Ga. He brought her to Princeton in 1840, and
bought the handsome residence of Commodore Stock
ton, corner of Stockton Street and Bayard Avenue,
and made it his summer residence till the civil war
closed the lines against him.
He was wealthy, own
ing valuable rice and cotton plantations at the South.
He was a true Christian gentleman, of most generous
liberality, giving cheerfully and gracefully to every
appeal made to him.
Everybody respected and ad
mired him.
He was a communicant member of the
Episcopal Church.
He died of an affection of the
throat at Savannah, Jan. 25, 1862. His wife was very
handsome.
They left six daughters and one son.
Thomas F. Potter, the brother of James, was born
in 1806, graduated at Yale, and studied medicine.
He was very wealthy and liberal. He received from
his father Prospect, and built the magnificent house
upon it which he occupied till his death, and which
-now is occupied by President McCosh, of the college.
By his first wife, Miss Jenkins, he had two sons, —
John and William. Both survived him. His second
wife was Miss Hall, of Sunbury, Pa., now deceased.
The children by this marriage who survive are Mrs.
Ashurst and Mrs. Lippincott, of Philadelphia.
Maria Potter, the daughter of John; was married
to Lieut. Robert F. Stockton in 1823-24. She was an
excellent woman, domestic in her tastes, and she
reared a large family of three sons and six daughters,
the commodore being much of his time absent in the
public service. She died only a few years before the
commodore.

John Renshaw

Thomson was a prominent and
citizen of Princeton and of the State.
He was born in Philadelphia, Sept. 25, 1800. He
left Princeton College to engage in mercantile busi
distinguished

ness, and went to

China and became consular agent
the United States government.
After spend
ing some years at Canton he returned to his native
city.
He married Annis Stockton, daughter of Rich
ard Stockton, a sister of the commodore, and removed
to Princeton, where he built a handsome residence
opposite Morven, on Stockton Street, which
he occu
pied till his death. The Delaware and
for

Raritan Canal

Company had its headquarters and offices at Prince-
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ton, and Mr. Thomson was a director and became
secretary of that company, and afterwards of the
joint companies. He was the Democratic nominee

for Governor of New Jersey in 1844, but was defeated
In 1851 he
after a severe contest by Mr. Stratton.
was pressed for United States senator as successor of
Mr. Dayton, but he could not obtain the requisite
vote from his party, and the choice fell on Commo
dore Stockton, who held it for one session of Congress,
and then resigned, when Mr. Thomson was elected
for the unexpired term, and was reappointed and
held the office at his death. He was not conspicuous
in the debates of the Senate, but he was a useful and
influential member of important committees.
He
was a member of the convention to form a Constitu
He was a man of culture
tion for the State in 1844.
He entertained handsomely
and of business habits.
at Washington and in Princeton. Though he was a
lifelong Democrat, and voted for the repeal of the
Missouri Compromise in the Senate, and was also an
intimate personal friend of President Buchanan, he
deserted him and his party when Fort Sumter was
captured by the secessionists. He raised the Stars and
Stripes over his house at Princeton, and avowed his
loyalty to the Union ; but his health failed, and he
died at his home Sept. 12, 1862, and was buried in the
cemetery. Having lost his first wife, he married for
his second wife Miss Josephine Ward, daughter of
Gen. Aaron Ward, of Sing Sing, N. Y., who is still
He had no children, but left a
living in Princeton.
large estate.

Samuel Bayard was long a prominent citizen of
Princeton.
He came to this place in 1806, and re
He had graduated at
mained till his death in 1840.
Princeton in 1784, studied law with William Brad
Iu 1791
ford, and began practice in Philadelphia.
he was clerk of Supreme Court of the United States.
He was appointed by President Washington agent of
the government to prosecute, in the British Admi
ralty Courts, the claims of American citizens under
the British treaty negotiated by Jay. On his return
he resided at New Rochelle with his father-in-law,
Lewis Pintard, for a few years. Governor Jay ap
pointed him judge of the Common Pleas of West
chester.
He removed to New York City in 1803,
he practiced law, - and thence removed to
Princeton. He was one of the founders of the New
York Historical Society. He published an edition of
where

Peake's Evidence, with notes, and an abstract of the
While at Princeton he pub
United States laws.
" Letters on the Sacraments."
lished a volume entitled
Bainbridge
house on Bayard Avenue,
He bought the

Lieut. Frank Conover
He was a ruling elder
in the First Presbyterian Church. He was a son of
Col. John Bayard, and left several children, of whom
Samuel J. Bayard was one. His daughter, Mrs.
Professor Albert B. Dod, is still living.
Rear-Admiral Thomas Crabbe resided in
which is named after him.
now resides in that mansion.
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Princeton with his family for about thirty years
prior to his death, which occurred June 29, 1872. He
was born in Maryland, Dec. 19, 1787.
He entered
the United States navy at the age of twenty -two, and
continued in it for more than sixty years, rendering
faithful and honored service. He was successively
commander of a sloop-of-war, captain of a steamship,
and commodore of a squadron on the coast of Africa.
He received a commodore's commission in 1862, and
that of rear-admiral

in 1866. He served his country
well, but his health allowed him to take no active
part during the late civil war in the naval service at
sea, but he served in the naval courts of adjudication
sitting at Philadelphia, as much as his strength and
age allowed.

low-officers.

He outlived all his contemporary fel
Even the distinguished Farragut, who

had served as a midshipman

under him, passed away

before him.

Admiral Crabbe joined the Presbyterian Church in
while Dr. Rice was pastor, and served as a trus
tee for a short time.
He died in the eighty-fifth year
of his age, at his home in Princeton, leaving his wife,
who was Miss Jane Louisa Craven, and two daugh
ters surviving them.
He was buried in the Princeton
1844,

Cemetery.

George F. Emmons, rear-admiral in the United
States navy, has made his home in Princeton for the
last twenty years. He purchased the beautiful Edge
hill property, and has made it one of the most attrac
tive residences in the place and a hospitable home.

Capt. Thomas Lavender bought the " Castle
Howard" farm, and resided on it for about
twenty
years from 1842.
He had been a sea-captain in the
merchant service the greater part of his adult life,
and had been in China, Japan, and all parts of the
world.
He was a Quaker, and a very intelligent and
agreeable man. He was one of the commissioners
appointed to select a place and erect a building for
Kingston was selected
the State Reform School.
and the building was commenced, when the place
was abandoned by the Legislature and the property
was sold. He was a native of Great Britain, but a
citizen of the United States. He was a
He and Mrs. Lavender were
faithful adherents to the Society of the Friends, and
when he died the meetings in the Stony Brook meet
naturalized

model scientific farmer.

ing-house

were discontinued

for want of attending

members.

James Van Deventer is perhaps the oldest liv
ing citizen of Princeton, having been born Oct. 13,
1799, near Somerville, N. J., where his father, Cor
nelius Van Deventer, lived. James was in the ju
nior class of Queen's College when that institution
suspended, before it was revived as Rutgers Col
lege.
He then intended to study medicine, and
entered the office of Dr. F. R. Smith, but soon after
entered the drug-store of Smith & Ackerman,
in
New Brunswick, and became a proficient pharma
In 1820 he came to Princeton, and with
ceutist.
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John

Terhune, of New Brunswick, who is still living,
though older than Mr. Van Deventer, engaged in
In about four years
the sale of drugs and books.
after, Mr. Terhune withdrew, and he continued the
drug business alone, having sold the book department
to William De Hart. He was the principal druggist in
the town
Marsh.

till he transferred
At one time he was

that business to Crowell
a partner with Col.

John

Lowrey in a general store in the Arcade, but the latter
Mr. Talmage
sold his interest to John V. Talmage.
opened
afterwards
a store at the corner of Mercer
After Mr. Van Deventer
and Stockton
Streets.
retired from the drug business he devoted his time
to fruit-growing and the nursery business. He has
for many years taken all the prizes offered at the
fairs for various choice fruits which he presented.
He has also constructed two beautiful lakes in his
grounds, which afford skating to the young people of
Princeton in winter.
Mr. Van Deventer has always shown a liberal pub
lic spirit. He built Mercer Hall, the first and only
public hall ever built in Princeton for the use of the
He has served the church in the board of
town.
trustees, and as a member since 1831, the town in
Common Council at different times, the State in the
Legislative Assembly in 1857, and is at this time a
member of the board of health of the borough.
He
has been a consistent advocate of the cause of tem
perance ever since that cause was organized.
He
has been a friend to popular education, and a sup
porter of all charitable and benevolent enterprises
within his reach. For over sixty years he has been
an active business man in Princeton, and has wit
nessed marvellous changes in the town since he first
His
came here. He is still active and industrious.
mother was a daughter of Maj. Thomas Talmage, of

His first wife was a daughter of Jacob
Van Doren, at Raritan, above Somerville, and by her
he has two children living, a son and a daughter, Wil
liam B. Van Deventer residing with his father, and
Mrs. Kaufman, of Plainfield. His second wife was
Sarah Elizabeth Duyckinck, of New Brunswick, who
Mr. Van Deventer pos
died in December, 1830.
sesses a very kindly nature, with a high degree of
Somerville.

OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS.

MEMBERS

Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant,
Richard Stockton.
Dr. John Witherspoon.

OF THE UNITED STATES

MEMBERS

Richard Stockton, LL.D.
CommodoreRobert F. Stockton.
John R. Thomson.
MEMBER

Richard Stockton, LL.D.

COLONIAL

UNITED STATES JUDGE FOR NEW JERSEY.
Richard S. Field.

UNITED STATES DISTRICT ATTORNEY FOR NEW JERSEY.
James S. Green.

IN THE ARMY

AND KING'S

GOVERNOR

MEMBERS

OF THE NEW

MEMBERS

SHERIFFS.
I Job Stockton.

OF PROVINCIAL CONGRESS.

Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant.
John Witherspoon, D.D.
W. Churchill Houston.
Jonathan Sergeant.

JERSEY.

JERSEY LEGISLATURE.

Of Counciland Senate.
Samuel Bayard.
James S. Green.1
CharleBS. Olden.

William C. Alexander (president).
Crowell Marsh.
Of theAssembly.

Samuel Bayard.
James S. Green.
William C. Alexander.
Richard S. Field.'
Josiah S. Worth.
John Lowrey.
John F.
ticket.

Abner B. Tomlinson.
Jamee Vandeventer.
James H. Bruere.
Augustus L. Martin.
Charles 0. Hudnut.
: Joseph H. Bruere.
Hageman, on general George 0. Vanderbilt (Speaker).
Underthedistrictsystem.
ATTORNEY-GENERALS

OF NEW JERSEY.

Richard S. Field.
John P. Stockton (now in office).
PROSECUTOR

OF THE PLEAS OF MERCER.
John F. Hageman.
GeorgeT. Olmsted.

LAW REPORTER
CHANCERY

COURT.

Richard Stockton.
Barefoot Brinson.
John Riddle.

OF NEW

Charles S. Olden.

FOR NEW

JERSEY.

James S. Green.

[

COLONIAL

AND NAVY.

Promotionsin the United StalesArmy.— Rev. Andrew Hunter, chaplain;
Col. Francis Barber, Gen. John Beatty, Col. Erkuries Beatty, Gen.
David Hunter, Surgeon George M. McGill, Capt. Charles H. Dod,
Capt. Edward Field.
Promotionsin the UnitedStatesNavy.— CommodoreWilliam Bainbridge,
CommodoreRobert F. Stockton, Lieut. Samuel W. Stockton, Lieut.
P. Augustus Stockton, Surgeon Louis B. Hunter, Surgeon J.Dick
inson Miller, Rear-Admiral Thomas Crabbe,Rear-Admiral George
W. Emmons, Purser John S. Gulick.

i Richard Stockton.

JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME

MISSIONS.
|'
John P. Stockton.

FOREIGN
Samuel Wifham Stockton.

SHERIFF OF MERCER.

COUNCIL.
Benjamin Clarke.
Thomas Leonard.

SENATE.

Richard S. Field.
John P. Stockton.

OF UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

intelligence.

Official or Civil List.
members of the colonial ASSEMBLY

W. C. Houston.
Gen. John Beatty.

Jonathan Deare.
Jonathan Baldwin.
Enos Kelsey.

REPORTER

FOR NEW

JERSEY.

John P. Stockton.

The Present Bar of Princeton.— John F. Hage
man (noticed in chapter lviii.).
Leroy H. Anderson is a son of the
late William
T. Anderson, long an honored officer in the Dela
ware and Raritan Canal Company.
He graduated
at Princeton in the class of 1861 ; studied
law with
1 These were chosenbefore Mercer

County was formed.

PRINCETON.
James S. Green and John F. Hageman ; admitted to
the bar in 1865 as attorney, in 1871 as counselor;
began to practice in Princeton, but at the present
time gives almost his entire attention to official trusts
and duties in the Pennsylvania and the Camden and
Amboy'
Railroad Companies.
He resides in Prince
ton, and is a member of the Board of Education of
the Public Schools, director of the Princeton National
Bank, and was mayor of the borough a few years ago.

Jr., was born in Princeton,
of John F. Hageman, above
named ; graduated in Princeton College in the class
of 1869 ; studied law with his father ; was licensed as
attorney in June, 1872, and as counselor in June,
1875.
He opened an office in Princeton, and is pur
suing his profession assiduously, and he is also mayor
of the borough.
William J. Gibby came to Princeton from the Nor
mal School at Trenton and took charge of the Princeton
Public School as principal in 1860, and holding it for
about fifteen years. He studied law with Leroy H.
Anderson,, and was admitted to the bar in 1875, and
became counselor in 1878.
He opened an office in
Princeton, where he practices law, and holds the office
of superintendent of public schools in Mercer County.
George O. Vanderbilt was born in Alexandria,
Hunterdon Co., N.J. His father was Wholston Van
derbilt, and his mother Elizabeth Opdyke, a relative
of the late Mayor Opdyke, of New York City. George
John F.

Aug.

Hageman,

9, 1849 ; is a son

O. worked on a farm and taught school till he was
twenty years of age, and then prepared for college at
Pennington, and graduated at Princeton in 1873,
taking the prize for the best essay on political science.
In the fall of that year he was elected to the Legisla
ticket, and he so pleased his
that he was re-elected the next year,

ture on the Democratic
constituents

1874, when the Democrats, having the majority of the
House, elected Mr. Vanderbilt Speaker, and in testi
mony of his acceptable services in that office he was
presented by his friends with a valuable gold watch

In the mean time he was reading law in
and chain.
the office of Thomas. G. Lytle, in Princeton, and was
He opened an
admitted to the bar in June, 1876.
office in Princeton, where he has acquired a good
practice.
He cherishes some political aspirations,

and has warm political friends.
Richard Runyan read law with Thomas G. Lytle,

He
and was licensed as an attorney, February, 1877.
has an office in Princeton, where he attends to pro
fessional business.

Bayard Stockton

is a son of the late Richard
Stockton, and grandson of the commodore, and a
native of Princeton. He graduated at the college in
Princeton in the class of 1872, and was admitted to
the bar in February, 1878, becoming counselor in
He opened an office in Princeton, where he
1881.
resides, but he has within this year removed his office
to Trenton, where he practices.

Fergus A. Dennis,

a native

of Princeton,

son of
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Joseph Dennis, studied law with Mr. Gibby, and was
licensed as an attorney, June, 1880, and has his office
in Princeton.
MAYORS

OF PRINCETON,

Samuel Bayard.
Erkuries Beatty.
Robert VoorheeB.
John Lowrey.
Henry Clow.
Alexander M. Cumming.
Jared J. Dunn.
Abram J. Berry.
John T. Robinson.
Richard Stockton.
John Conover.
George T. Olmsted.
Alexander M. Hudunt.
James T. L. Anderson.

1814-82.

Oliver H. Bartine.
Augustus L. Martin.
Hezekiah Mount.
Eli R. Stonaker.
Richard Runyan.
Martin Voorhees.
Charles 0. Hudunt.
Leroy H, Anderson.
Frank S. Conover.
Charles S. Robinson.
William J. Gibby.

John F. Hageman, Jr., the
present incumbent.

The first township-meeting of Princeton after the
organization
of Mercer County was held April 9,
Alexander M.
1838, at the house of Simon Vleit.
Cumming was moderator, and David N. Bogart was
clerk.

The appropriations voted were as follows : For roads,
for the poor, $500 ; for small bridges, $50 ; for

$500 ;

common schools, $400.
The following officers were elected by ballot : Judge

of Election, Jacob Gulick ; Township Clerk, John
Bogart; Assessor, John L. Thompson; Collector,
Peter Bogart ; Chosen Freeholders, Emley Olden and
James S. Green ; Surveyors of Highways, Benjamin
Griggs and John S. Leigh; Township Committee,
John Gulick, Edward Stockton, Henry Clow, John
Lowrey, Henry Hatfield; School Committee, Albert
B. Dod, John Lowrey, William C. Alexander, and
John Maclean received an equal number of votes ;
Commissioners of Appeal, Charles Steadman, John
Davison, and William Hunt; Overseers of the Poor,
Albert S. Leigh and Ralph Gulick; Overseers of
Roads, John Hartwick, John Cruser, Henry Applegate, William Hunt, Alexander M. Cumming, Emley
Olden, P. Augustus Stockton, Henry Hatfield, Elias
Updike, William Mershone, Isaac L. Anderson, Theo
dore Hunt, Philemon Teisseire, Robert R. Ross, and
Jacob Gulick ; Constables, Alexander M. Hudnut
Ralph Gulick ; Pound-keepers, Egbert Sperling, Al
bert D. Rittenhouse, Richard Warren.
On the 5th and 6th of June, 1838, a special election
was held to determine the location of the court-house.
The whole number of votes, 270; votes in favor of
Lawrence township, 228 ; in favor of Nottingham 15.
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
1838.Emley Olden.
James S. Green.
1839-11.Charles M. Campbell.
Emley Olden.
1842.James S. Green.
Emley Olden.
1843.Josiah S. Worth.
Emley Olden.
1844-45.Emley Olden.
Charles Steadman.
1846.Emley Olden.
Josiah S. Worth.

1847-48.Jacob Gulick.
John Davison.
1849;John Davison.
Charles Steadman.
1850.James S. Green.
Charles Steadman.
1851.Abner B. Tomlinson.
Josiah S. Worth.
1852.Alexander Gulick.
James S. Green.
1853.James S. Green.
Thomas S. Wright.
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1854.Thomas S. Wright.
Alexander Gulick.
1855.James S. Green.
Alexander Gulick.
1856.Alexander Gulick.
Henry H. Van Dyke.
1857.Alexander Gulick.
Thomas S. Wright.
1858.Charles S. Olden.
Alexander Gulick.
1859.James S. Green.
Martin Voorhees.
1860.Henry D. Johnson.
John S. Leard.
1861.Henry D. Johnson.
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1861 Paul M. Tulane.
1862.Josiah W. Wright.
Henry H. Van Dyke.
1863-66.Paul M. Tulane.
Josiah W. Wright.
1867.Crowell Marsh,
Henry W. Leard.
1868 Josiah W. Wright.
1869.Charles 0. Hudnut.
1870 William D. Jewell.
1871-73. Charles B. Bobison.
1874-76.T. A. Seger.
1878-80.John V. Terhune.
1882 Charles B. Bobison.
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is

is

used only by those who belong to that denomination.
It hardly necessary to mention the fact that many
persons have been buried in and near Princeton in
years long gone by, in graves which now are not known
as such, and have no monuments to mark them, both
in the town and on the old battle-ground.
More than
one hundred of the British soldiers slain in the battle
of Princeton were buried on the battle-field, and
about fourteen American soldiers who were killed

it

is

were also buried there. There
no monument to
designate the place, though the spot can be identified
with reasonable certainty, as the Revolutionary his
about two hundred yards north of
tory places

is

a

a

he married Miss Maria Potter, of Charleston, S. C.
In 1826, after nearly sixteen years of service, he set
tled at Princeton, and remained at home for some
time, and gave his support to the colonization cause.

He indulged in the pleasures of the turf, imported
fine stock of blooded horses, and exhibited a fondness
for horses which
said to have been a trait of the
ancestral Stockton family.

Capt. Stockton warmly espoused the cause of Gen.
Jackson against Mr. Adams, because the latter had
proscribed the Federalists.
In 1828 he stepped in and
pledged his fortune to the work of the Delaware and
Raritan Canal.
He went to England and effected
loan of money, which he could not effect in New York.
He became identified with this great work, made still
greater when subsequently
was united with the
Camden and Amboy Railroad Company.
He was
president of the canal company and of the joint com
panies.

In 1838 he entered the political campaign in favor
of Gen. Harrison for President, aiding the Whigs of
New Jersey in the Great Seal controversy. He can
vassed the State as
stump speaker, and attracted
crowds of people to hear him by his dash and eloquence.
He supported Mr. Tyler in his departure from the

Whig party after the death of Harrison.
He was
tendered the secretaryship of the navy, which he de
clined.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
COMMODORE

ROBERT

FIELD

STOCKTON.

Robert Field Stockton was one of
Commodore
the illustrious citizens of Princeton. His reputation
43

The Navy Department permitted him to construct
steam ship-of-war.
It was commenced in 1842, and
was completed in 1844.
She was called the " Prince
ton,"
and carried two great guns, called the " Peace
maker" and the " Oregon."
The speed and sailing
qualities of the vessel and the security of her motivepower and her powerful armament attracted the at-

a

.

it

Joseph Clarke's barn, along an obscure driftway.
There was an early graveyard at Prospect, in Wash
ington Street, where
supposed Jonathan Ser
geant and his wife were buried, with others.
There
are also traces of burials on the Skelton property in
Nassau Street, now the property of Miss Julia Smith.
And quite recently graves stoned up after the Engpast century have been found in a
lish mode of
little grove in front of Professor Sloane's new house
on Bayard Avenue, in the vicinity of which
num
ber of burials were made during the Revolutionary
war, as tradition testifies.

ture. In 1823 he was ordered South to survey the
Southern coast of the United States.
While there

a

is

is

is

It

a

really
is

is

it

private one belonging to the Potter
a very interesting spot. There
one
connected with the Roman Catholic Church. It
well located on spacious grounds adjoining that
church in the rear. It
consecrated ground, and

but

family.

a

is

and improved and beautified.
There are several other burial-places connected
with churches in tlje borough, but all of modern ori
gin. There
one connected with Trinity Church,

is

The trustees offer lots for sale in this
been inclosed with a new fence,

It has just

cemetery.

it

" Westminster Abbey

is

is

of America."

a

correspondents love to describe it. The
corners of the monuments of President Edwards and
some others exhibitthe vandalism of relic-seekers, who
have chipped off little nuggets of the marble to carry

a

newspaper

He pursued the naval service through the war
1812 with enthusiasm and distinction,
and after
ten years returned to Princeton, but not satisfied with
the fame he had won. In behalf of the American
Colonization Society he sailed, with the consent of the
Navy Department, to the western coast of Africa, and
after thrilling adventure among the ferocious natives
and treacherous kings of Western Africa, he effected
purchase of the territory of Liberia for the use of
now the
the American Colonization Society. That
flourishing republic of Liberia.
Lieut. Stockton captured several vessels engaged in
the slave trade on the coast of Africa. His right of
capture was tested in the United States courts, with
Mr. Webster for his counsel, and Justice Story de
livered the opinion of the court justifying the cap
1811.

of

a

it,

So much precious dust, honored in many instances
by beautiful and costly monuments, cannot fail to
clothe this cemetery with extraordinary
interest.
Strangers when visiting the town are drawn to
and

away with them.
This place
often called the

Stockton, the signer. In his boyhood he was impetu
ous and courageous, and early left college to seek
midshipman's warrant, and received a commission in

a

of lovely young men and maidens.

belongs to the whole country.
He was born at Mor
ven, in the home of his father, Richard Stockton,
grandson of Richard
LL.D., in 1795.
He was
a

ton, Van Cleve, Howell, Sansbury, Forman, Dunn,
and the Woodhulls. There is also a multitude of
once honored citizens, clergy, soldiers, noble women,
and there are not a few broken shafts to the memory
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ernment over

and returned home across the Rocky

Mountains.

In 1849 he resigned his command in the navy and
appeared in the United States Senate as successor of
Mr. Dayton. He spoke frequently when in the Senate,
and one of his best speeches was in favor of abolish
ing whipping in the navy. He withdrew from the
Senate to give place to his brother-in-law, John R.
Thomson, and then he attended to his private busi
ness and to the joint companies.
He next appears identified with the American
party, and loomed up as an aspirant and probable
candidate of that party for the Presidency, but his
friends failed to secure for him the nomination.
Then came the civil war, and with his sympathies
for the South and for the doctrines of State rights,
and yet with his gallant loyalty to the Stars and
7,

a

silent
Stripes, he sadly stood aloof from the strife,
spectator, till his sudden death, Oct.
1866, at his
home in Princeton, about seventy-one years of age.
He left three sons, all lawyers — Richard, who was

is

treasurer of the Delaware and Raritan Canal Com
the attorneypany, now deceased; John P., who
general of this State, and was previously minister to
Rome and United States senator, and Gen. Robert F.
Stockton, recently comptroller of the State at Tren
ton — and six daughters.
a

a

a

is

very imperfect sketch of
very distin
guished and illustrious citizen.
He was
gallant,
chivalric, courageous soldier. He was fine-looking,

This

genial, magnetic, and almost irresistible in personal
intercourse.
He was generous and liberal in his
nature, never counting the cost in lavishing his own
estate upon any scheme or enterprise he espoused.
He had respect for religion and for law. He was an
patriot.

is

J.

it

a

His biography has been written
we refer those who
Bayard, and to
expected to
desire to know more than this notice
He was buried in the Stockton burial lot in
furnish.
the cemetery at Princeton.
orator and

by Samuel

a
a

South with a cousin.

In December, 1822, believing the Southern trade
more advantageous, he established a general whole
sale and retail mercantile business at New Orleans,
buying largely for his trade of the manufacturers at
Plainfield, Orange, Newark, and New York.
He
soon after opened

branch house for trade and for
manufacture of clothing in New York City,
where he also carried on mercantile business from

the

1827 until the close of his mercantile career in 1858.
He had associated with him partners, and the firmnames of Paul Tulane
Co., of New Orleans, and
Tulane, Baldwin
Co., of New York, were familiar

among the large and thoroughgoing
business firms
of both North and South.
Until 1840 the business
had b*een continued in trading in hats, shoes, cloth

ing, and dry-goods, but after that date was devoted
exclusively to wholesale and retail clothing, his trade
reaching all of the States of the Mississippi Valley
and the Gulf of Mexico.

After his retirement from mercantile life he engaged
extensively and successfully in real estate operations
in New Orleans until 1873, when he retired from that
city, where he had spent fifty-one years as an active,
enterprising, and able business man, and settled in
Princeton, leaving his large business interests at New
Orleans in charge of his trusted agent, Mr. P. N.
Strong.
The writer of this article cannot better place before
the reader Mr. Tulane's characteristics as
business
a

a

the'

&

1845 he was ordered

a

" Congress,"
to the frigate
Pacific, and while there the Mexi
and sailed to
can war broke out and the commodore became the
conqueror of California, and established
civil gov
In

and his grandfather,
Louis M. Tulane, were successively judges of the
His
Probate Court at Rille, near Tours, France.
father, Louis Tulane, a native of Rille, born in 1767,
was engaged in commercial business in San Domingo,
but, accompanied by his wife, fled his native coun
try on account of the revolution, and came to America
in 1791. After a short time spent in Philadelphia, he,
in 1792, settled at Cherry Valley, near Princeton,
N. J., where in 1799 he purchased the homestead
farm of Peter Antoine Malou, a Belgian exile, who
had resisted the French invasion, afterward became
Catholic missionary, and died in New York in 1827.
Louis Tulane was classically educated, became
naturalized American citizen in 1793, discontinued
his business in San Domingo in 1797, and died at
Cherry Valley, where he had settled, in 1847. His
wife died in 1813, both being interred in the Prince
Their children were Louis, Victor,
ton Cemetery.
Paul, Gatien, and Florentine. Of these, Paul Tulane
has survived all his brothers, was born in May, 1801,
at the writing^ of this sketch past eighty-one
and
years of age.
He was educated in the private school
of Mr. Bull, of Princeton, and at the Somerville
Academy, where he obtained a preliminary education
business life. Following 1817 he
preparatory to
was
clerk in the store of Thomas White at Prince
ton for one year, and made a tour of the West and

a

the explosion.

PAUL TULANE.
paternal great-grandfather

&

it,

of her on an experimental excursion down the Po
tomac. The commodore was happy over a successful
test of the ship, but before the rejoicing had termi
nated the big gun exploded, as the commodore reluc
and killed
tantly fired it again after having tested
Secretary of State Upshur, Secretary of the Navy Gil
mer, Capt. Beverly Kennon, of the navy, the Hon.
Vigil Maxey, of Maryland, and Hon. David Gardi
A court of
of President Tyler.
ner, father-in-law
inquiry exculpated the commodore of all blame for

His

is

tention and admiration of skillful engineers of every
European naval power.
On the 28th of February,
1844, the President and Cabinet and others, members
of Congress and strangers in Washington, went aboard

a
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PRINCETON.
man

and a citizen

than

by quoting

New Orleans journal of June

" His

from a leading

16, 1882,

which

says,

fortune was accumulated by the most honorable
methods and great observance of the strictest rules of
mercantile integrity and faith.
In commercial and
social spheres his whole career has been without blot
or stain, without involvement
of any contention of
his fellow-men, without a resort to any of those hard
and severe exactions of his fellow-citizens
too often
employed by our wealthy capitalists, and with the
practice of those miserly and unsocial habits which
the mode of life of some of our
Mr. Tulane's liberal benevolence was
as clearly recognized in New Orleans as was his mer
cantile honor.
His charities flowed out in diversi
fied streams, but chiefly in channels which relieved?
indigent friends, ill-paid ministers, and struggling

have characterized

millionaires."

and unostentatious
churches, and his unpublished
charities will ever remain a dear yet happy re
minder to the recipients, bespeaking his noble man
hood, sympathy, and kindness for less fortunate hu
manity.
For many years he has been in the habit

of educating young men and women whose friends
were unable to assist them, and while he has given
largely of his means in support of his own denomi
nation, — the Presbyterian, — he has recognized in a
liberal way the needs of other religious bodies to an
The First
extent that will never be fully known.
Presbyterian Church at Princeton and the Princeton
Cemetery have been large recipients of his donations,
and he has made the rare provision of adjusting and
keeping in perpetual repair the graves and monu

ments of the dead of past generations in the old
graveyard at Princeton who have no surviving de
scendants, and also for the land he may add to it.
And especially does he cherish a warm affection for
the memories of those refugee families who gathered
around his father when he first settled at Cherry

Val

In harmony with his
ley, near Princeton, in 1792.
unselfish charity, Mr. Tulane has during the present
year (1882) executed his deed for a princely donation

of all his real estate, in the city of New Orleans,
naming therein seventeen administrators, with Gen.
R. L. Gibson, president, and Judge Charles E. Fen
ner and James McConnell, vice-presidents, to hold
this property in trust for the education of young men
in that city, thereby placing its author among the
millionaire philanthropists of this country.
Mr. Tulane kept the Malou homestead where his
father settled, at Cherry Valley, for his summer resi
dence until about 1850, and in 1860 he purchased his
'
present residence, an elegant stone mansion, of Com
modore Robert F. Stockton, in Princeton.
He retains his physical and mental faculties,
was never married, and has no kindred nearer than
nephews and nieces.
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CAPT. J. S. GULICK.
Pay Director John Story Gulick w as born near
Kingston, Mercer Co., N. J., May 14, 1817. The
family of the Gulicks is of Holland origin, having
emigrated to this country about one hundred and
fifty years ago, and settled in the neighborhood of
Kingston, where the immediate relatives of our sub
ject have lived since that time.

Maj. John Gulick, the grandfather, was an influen
tial, enterprising, and public-spirited citizen, and was
the pioneer of the express, stage, and steamboat lines
between New York and Philadelphia, and largely
interested therein previous to the introduction
of
railways into the State. Jacob, the eldest of his sons,
and father of our subject, born in 1787, was for many
years interested with his father in the stage and
steamboat business, but in subsequent years was a
land proprietor

and farmer on the ancestral estate,
near Kingston, where he died in 1862, leaving a
widow, Lydia Story, who survives in 1882, aged
ninety-four
years. The maternal ancestors of our
subject came to this country somewhat earlier.
The

in the direct line settled in Monmouth
County, in this State, while a brother of this genera
tion moved to New England, and founded the wellknown family of this name in Boston.
John Story, grandfather of our subject, was an officer
ancestor

of militia in the army of Gen. Washington at the battle
of Monmouth, which took place near his home.
John Story Gulick received his early education at
the High School, Lawrenceville, N. J., under the
direction of Messrs. Brown and Phillips, entered
college in the sophomore class at Princeton in
After this he read law
1835, and graduated in 1838.
with James S. Green, of Princeton, and after the usual
course of study and practice was admitted as attorney
and counselor-at-law at the bar of New Jersey. He
practiced his profession at Princeton and New York
until 1851, when he was appointed by President Fill
more as purser in the navy of the United States.
Under this commission he made two cruises at sea, on
the Brazil station, and one cruise on the Pacific sta
tion before the outbreak of the civil war.
In 1854 he married Elizabeth Milligan, an artist
and lady of culture, residing in Fauquier County, Va.,
where he then established his home. Having returned
from one of his cruises at sea a short time before the
commencement of the war, he was at his home in
Virginia during a few months preceding that event.
He at once applied for and obtained orders for sea
service, and was assigned duty on board the steamWabash,"
frigate "
then fitting out for service on the
Atlantic coast.
During the few days allowed to re

port for this duty it became apparent that an officer
in the service of the United States could no longer
He therefore made im
safely sojourn in Virginia.
mediate preparation for a final departure from that
disloyal State. Traveling in his own conveyance by
night and by day, and avoiding the public roads and
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places, he succeeded in reaching and crossing the
Potomac River, with his family, some miles above
Washington, only in time to escape capture by the
rebels, then everywhere assembling under arms. The
railways between Washington and Baltimore having
been torn up, he proceeded in his own conveyance,
and thus traveled the entire distance to his native
place in New Jersey.
Here leaving his family, he at
once reported for duty on the " Wabash" at New
York. This was April 25, 1861. During the first
months

of his service

on

" Wabash,"

board the
August, 1861, that ship took a prominent part in the
bombardment and capture of Forts Clark and Hat
teras, at the mouth of that inlet, with six hundred
prisoners.
This event seemed at that time more im
portant than it now appears, inasmuch as it was
among the first of the Union successes in the war, and
was then thought to have a salutary effect on the
spirit somewhat depressed by previous
national
defeats.

Soon after this event the " Wabash" became the
flag-ship of the South Atlantic squadron, under

command of Flag-Officer (afterwards Rear-Admiral)
Paymaster Gulick was then assigned
S. F. Dupont.
duty as fleet paymaster of this squadron, and served
on the staff of Rear-Admiral Dupont at the bom

bardment and taking of Forts Walker and Bay Point,
in the harbor of Port Royal, S. C, Nov. 6, 1861. In
the spring of 1862 he was detached from the squadron
and assigned duty at the navy-yard, Washington,
D. C, from whence, after one year of service, he was
transferred to the navy-yard, Philadelphia. He re
mained on this service, having entire charge of the
pay departments of the yard, of the receiving-ship,
and of the naval asylum, until the spring of 1865,
when he was ordered as fleet paymaster of the Mis
sissippi Squadron, on the staff of Rear- Admiral S. P.

Lee.
Here he served until the surrender of Kirby
Smith's army on the Red River practically closed the
war. From this time until October, 1866, he was
employed upon various special services, such as courtsmartial, boards of examination, etc., when he was
assigned regular duty at the Naval School, Annapolis,
Md. Here he served until May 12, 1869, when he
was again ordered to sea as fleet paymaster of the
European

squadron.
This cruise of two years and a
half was terminated by the return of the flag-ship
"Franklin" to the United States, November, 1871.
On March 3d of that year, Paymaster Gulick was
promoted, and appointed by President Grant to be a
pay director, with the relative rank of captain in the
navy.
The next regular service assigned Pay Direc
tor Gulick was that of inspector of provisions and
clothing at the Washington navy-yard, from which
position, after about two years, he was transferred to
April 13, 1877, he
the Naval Asylum, Philadelphia.
placed
charge
on
in
of
was
the navy pay-office
duty

in Philadelphia, where his service continued until
May 14, 1879, when, in conformity to the act of Con

gress requiring the retirement from active service of
all officers who have attained the age of sixty-two
years, he was honorably retired, having a record of
about twenty-nine years of continuous service. Since
from active service Pay Director Gu
lick has lived at his home near Princeton, N. J.,
where, in full possession of his faculties of mind and
body common to men younger in years, he awaits
his retirement

such service as the government is entitled to assign
him in case the country is again visited by war.

CHARLES B. ROBISON.
William Robison, a native of England, came to
America in company with his two brothers prior to
the Revolutionary war. His brothers settled in Bal
timore, Md. Richard joined Washington's
army,
served the country of his adoption, and was at the
final surrender of the British forces at Yorktown in
1781.
a lady of Holland extraction of Penn
and settled in Hopewell township, Mercer
County, then Hunterdon, where he reared a family of
two sons, Joseph and Reuben.
He died at the age of
seventy-six years, his wife at the age of eighty years.
Joseph, born in 1792, was a carpenter by trade, mar

He married

sylvania,

ried Patience, daughter of Joseph Powers, of Middle
sex County, N. J., who bore him nine children, —
Eliza, wife of William R. Skillman, settled in Illinois;
Harriet, wife of William Van Duyne, died at her home

in Princeton in February, 1882 ; John S., settled in
Illinois, and died about 1872; Charles B., subject of
this sketch ; Mary Ann, wife of Joseph Cook, settled
in Illinois, and died in 1876 ; Joseph B., resides in
Illinois; Samuel C. E., died at the age of seventeen;
Reuben C, resides in Kansas ; and Louisa was mar
ried and died soon after in Illinois.
Charles B. Robison, born in 1822, was apprenticed
at the age of fifteen to learn the milling business to
Samuel Brearley, near Rocky Hill, N. J., with whom
Upon reaching his ma
he remained for six years.
jority he married Emiline, daughter of Abraham
Applegate, of Kingston, and settled at Bridge Point,
Somerset County.
He remained there several years,
and for seven years resided in New York City, when
he purchased a farm near Hightstown, Mercer County,
upon which he resided for six years. In the
spring
of 1866 he established a flour and milling business at
Kingston, which he continues to carry on in 1882, and
in 1877 he erected his present fine residence opposite
his mill property.
Mr. Robison is serving his fourth term on the
board of chosen freeholders of Mercer County, and
was the Democratic candidate of his district at the
election of 1881 for the State Legislature, receiving a
handsome complimentary vote over the regular party
poll. He is a director of the Princeton Mutual Fire
Insurance Company, treasurer of the Kingston Build-
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ing and Loan Association,
ton Land Association.

and treasurer of the Kingsr

His children

are Martin V., who enlisted at the
of eighteen in Company H, Fourteenth New Jersey
Volunteers, and was killed in the battle of the Wil
derness, May 10, 1864, at the age of twenty, and
William A. Robison, who married Miss Mary Pierce,
and resides at Kingston, Middlesex Co., N. J.
age

CHARLES

S. OLDEN.

THE WAR GOVERNOR OF NEW JERSEY.!

The history of New Jersey's participation in the
war for the Union cannot be impartially written with
out according especial honor to the chief magistrate
who during that momentous period wisely presided
over her interests. So indelibly was Governor Olden's
influence impressed on every branch of the public
service that no hesitation is experienced in designa
ting him as pre-eminently the man to whom this work
should be inscribed, or assigning him a high position
The earlier
among New Jersey's distinguished sons.
portion

of Governor Olden's career was devoted to
mercantile pursuits in Philadelphia and New Orleans,
from which he retired with ample fortune to his home
But he was not long
on the battle-field of Princeton.
permitted to maintain his coveted seclusion. His finan
cial experience and practical business qualifications
were appreciated and secured in various directions. He
was twice elected to represent his county in the State
years'
service he left a record
Senate, where after six
without blemish.
While a member of that body, his
ripe judgment and proverbial integrity clothed him

with an unusual degree of influence, which he ever
exercised for the public good ; and the State is far
more indebted to his foresight and well-directed efforts

for its noble lunatic asylum and State capitol than to
any other man. The gubernatorial nomination sought
him, and he was only prevailed upon to accept through
urgent representations, placing it clearly in the light

of duty. The dark cloud of civil war which spread
over the land soon after his inauguration suddenly
required him to assume onerous duties as the head of
This, after more than forty
the War Department.
years'
disuse and neglect, was almost obsolete. But
Governor Olden was not to be deterred by obstacles
Fully appreciating the gravity
however formidable.
of the occasion, he never for a moment faltered, but
proceeded to raise troops, provide munition and trans
portation, and in all matters pertaining thereto acted
so wisely and efficiently as to elicit profuse commen
He not only
dations from the national executive.
vigilance
endeavored
unsleeping
with
but
organized,
personally to inspect the carrying out of details to
pa:
their utmost extent. He devoted much time and
Cavalry,"
by Charles P. Smith.
t Written for the " First New Jersey
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tient inquiry to the selection of competent officers,
preferring, wherever possible, those whose experience
and acknowledged ability best fitted them for the va
rious positions ; and to this and his careful oversight
may be attributed in a great degree the superior hand

ling and veteran-like steadiness which conspicuously
characterized the New Jersey regiments in the field.
His labors in the executive department were almost
incessant; the first at his post and the last to retire,
through all the trying years of his administration, it
was a matter of astonishment to those who had oppor

tunity for observation that his physical organization
did not succumb.
Governor Olden's financial experience peculiarly
qualified him to grapple with the greatest difficulty
of his position, — an empty treasury. He not only
triumphed over all obstacles in securing the neces
sary means to meet every requirement of the occasion,
but put into successful operation the present admira
ble system of managing our finances under the pressure
of public debt, which no one has ever called in ques

tion.
Aside from this, his careful and intelligent su
pervision saved to the State an immense amount of
money which in a more confused administration
might have been hopelessly squandered.
The troops
called for were raised, armed, and equipped within a
surprisingly brief period, and the first four regiments
were dispatched down the Chesapeake Bay to An
napolis, and marched into Washington
as regulars.

as complete

in all their appointments

They arrived
at the darkest period of the Rebellion, and were
hailed as affording the first substantial feeling of se
curity experienced at the national capital. Governor
Olden's duties to the close of his official term were
Regiment after regiment was
equally unremitting.
raised and dispatched to the seat of war, and his sys
tem continued to work as noiselessly and well as a
nicely-adjusted
piece of machinery.
When he re
tired, every department of his government was set
tled to its bearing.
Governor Olden

In addition
died in April, 1876.
to other public duties, he filled most acceptably the
position of judge of the Court of Errors and Appeals.

He was an intelligent observer of events, and eminent
among his fellow-citizens for practical wisdom, prob
ity, unostentatious charity, loyalty, and, in short, all
the qualities of mind and heart which constitute a
true man. Most fortunate was it for New Jersey that
in such an emergency she could command the ser
His name is inseparably
vices of such a Governor.
connected with many of the most brilliant pages of
her history, and his patriotism, integrity, and repub
lican simplicity will be perpetuated in the memory
of a grateful people.
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which discharges its waters into the Delaware here
has been called in the public records- Derwent, St.
Pink, Sun Pink, Assunpink, Stony Creek (from the
character of its bed), and finally Assanpink.
At Trenton the ebb and flow of the tide in the Del
aware River ceases, and the current above is more
rapid, hence the names Falls, Fallsington, Falls of
the Delaware, Delaware Falls, and Trent Town Falls
that were in early times applied to the general locality.
It is said by Dr. Hall that the descent of the river is
about eighteen feet in six miles. The designation of
these rapids as falls has led to some ludicrous disap
pointments with travelers, and to the confounding
of these ripples with the cataract of West Canada
Creek, in New York, which is called Trenton Falls,
from a village in the vicinity. The name Falls of
the Delaware was used to designate the general local

ity during more than a century.
"Shield,"
On the 10th of December, 1678, the ship
from

Hull,

the first vessel to ascend the Delaware as
far as Burlington, arrived.
In this ship, among
others, came Mahlon Stacy and Thomas Lambert.
Mahlon Stacy located at the Falls of the Delaware,
and took up a tract of eight hundred acres on both

sides of the Assanpink, mostly, however, on the north
The historian Raum says, " The tract lay be
tween the Old York road (now Greene Street) and
the Delaware River, and between State and Ferry
, Streets, and extended into what is now Hamilton
township on the south side of the creek. On the
26th of the fourth month (April), 1680, he wrote in
high terms of praise of the country to his friends in
side.

England, dating his letter from the Falls of the Dela
ware, in West Jersey.
In 1680 he completed a
grist-mill on the south bank of the Assanpink, in
Kingsbury (now Broad Street), on the spot where
Washington was received by the ladies of Trenton a
century later. This mill was of hewn logs, one and a
half stories in height, with its end towards the street.
Mr. Stacy resided in a log house near the present
residence of Edward H. Stokes, Esq.
His mill and
another at the mouth of Ollive's Creek were during
several years the only ones in New Jersey. About
1 By Thomas Cushing, M.D.

It may here be remarked that as early as 1676 some
Quakers settled on the lowlands above the Assan
pink, but these settlements were totally destroyed by

flood which occurred, according to Phineas Pem
berton, on the 16th of the 3d month (March 16th),
This was probably the same flood, spoken of
1687.
During this
by Smith as having occurred in 1692.
" rupture" said to have taken place. This
flood
probably was the formation of the island at Morrisville, opposite to the Trenton bridge, which was then
separated from the mainland.

In 1687 malignant fever visited the inhabitants,
both in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and many of
the settlers in the vicinity of the Falls fell victims to
this sickness.
Disasters of some kind almost always
befall the first settlers of

new country.

These set

tlers, however, as in this case, are usually men of
strong wills and indomitable energy.
The same force
of character which prompted them to abandon the ease
and luxuries by which they were surrounded in their
native lands and seek homes in the untamed forests
of new regions enables them not only to grapple suc
cessfully with the difficulties they encounter, but to
sustain themselves when overtaken by adversity.
is'
In Barber's Historical Collections
stated that
"Governor William Penn, who in the year 1683
issued an order for the establishment of
post-office,
requested Phineas Pemberton carefully to publish the
information on the meeting-house door, that
on the
door of the private house in which the Society of
is,

the opinion first entertained concerning the value of
lands in that region.
the name was ever applied
The creek
to that locality it was soon dropped.

a

Jersey,"

it

"

It

His
is said by Smith, in his
that the name Littleworth was
tory of New
given to lands lying north of the Assanpink, and it
has been believed that this name was significant of

town was laid out.

a

This city, co-extensive with the township of Tren
ton, is located on the east side of the Delaware River,
It derived its
at the mouth of Assanpink Creek.
name from William Trent, the first chief justice of
New Jersey, who was a large trader here when the

is

TRENTON.1

a

OE

a

CITY

and erected
1690, Judge William Trent purchased
The
in its place a stone mill, two stories in height.
mainland at that time included Gravelly Island. Dr.
Daniel Coxe erected a saw-mill at the mouth of the
Assanpink early in the eighteenth century. The ruins
of this mill were visible till recently.
Mr. Stacy's purchase and occupancy of the land at
the mouth of the Assanpink was prior to that of any
other permanent settler. The land north from Stacy's
Thomas
tract was taken up by Nathaniel Petit.
Lambert, who came in the same ship with Mr. Stacy,
settled at Lambertstown, which took its name from
These, with other early settlers
him, about 1679.
here, were Quakers, or Friends, as they termed them
selves, who left England on account of the persecu
tion to which they were subjected because of their re
ligion, and sought an asylum in the wilderness on the
shores of the Delaware.
it,

CHAPTER LXIII.

a
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Friends was accustomed to meet. It was usual for
the Friends settled about the Falls to assemble at the
houses of William Yardley, James Harrison, Phineas
Pemberton, William Biles, and William Beakes, for
the meeting-house at the Falls, or Fallsington, was
not built till 1690."

Prior to

1700 no great progress was made

in settle
About that time purchases began to be
made from the original proprietors, or those who had
taken up the lands.
Most of the old deeds for lands
in this vicinity bear date from 1699 to 1710.
ment here.

The Site of
in 1 7
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It must be remembered that at this time what is
now the city of Trenton had not begun to put on the
appearance of a village, or even of a hamlet.
In

rendered it to King George
year of his reign (1750)."

1814, Mrs. Jemima Howell, who was born in 1725,
stated that although she could not tell when the
framed church (in Ewing) was built, she remembered
to have assisted in scrubbing it seventy years before.
She also distinctly remembered when there were but
two or three small houses within the limits of the
present city of Trenton, and that from the vicinity of

lowing description of Trenton

church to Stacy's (afterwards Wain's)
mill it was woods, with only a footpath, during many

the framed

years, and that pack-horses were used by the farmers
to carry their grain.
To this extent only had the
place developed at a date not earlier than 1730, prob
ably several years later than that. Between 1730 and
1740 an impetus appears to have been given to settle

Friends' meeting-house was
erected by Mr. Plasket, and in 1740 a brick house was
built by Thomas Tindal on what is now the corner of
Hanover and Greene Streets.
From the flourishing condition of the town during
ment here.

In

1739 the

a few years subsequent to 1740, the inhabitants were
led to anticipate a rapidly increasing growth and
prosperity ; and believing that both would be greatly
promoted by the acquisition of borough privileges,
application was made by Governor Lewis Morris aud
a number of the inhabitants in the nineteenth year
of the reign of King George II. (1746) for an act of
incorporation.
In their petition they set forth " that
Trenton was the head of sloop navigation, and that a
variety of circumstances rendered the place favorable
for business, and that its interests would be greatly
promoted by such an act.
Accordingly a royal

charter was granted for a borough, the limits of which
'
are described as follows : Beginning at the mouth of
Crosswicks Creek ; thence up said creek to the mouth
of Doctor's Creek ; thence up the said creek to Ruth's

line, between East and West Jersey; thence along
said line, including Maidenhead and Hopewell, be
tween Hopewell and Amwell, to Delaware River;
thence down said river to the place of beginning, to
Trenton.'
be known as the borough and town of
appointed
chief
bur
Thomas Cadwalader, Esq., was

Nathaniel Ware, recorder ; David Martin,
The other
and Andrew Reed, treasurer.
marshal;
burgesses were William
Morris, Joseph Warrell,
gess ;

Daniel Coxe, Andrew Smith, Alexander Lockart,
David Martin, Robert Pearson, Andrew Reed, The
ophilus Phillips, Joseph Decow, Samuel Hunt, and
Reuben Armitage.
" The Common Council were Joseph Paxton, The
ophilus Severns, Benjamin Biles, Jasper Smith, Cor
nelius Kings, Jonathan Stout, Jonathan Waters,
Thomas Burrows, Jr., George Ely, John Hunt, John
Dagworthy, Jr., Joseph Phillips, John Welling, Wil
Benjamin Greene.
liam Plasket, Daniel Lanning, and

But the inhabitants not experiencing the benefits
which were anticipated from their charter, they sur

In

1748

II.

in the twenty-third

(Kalm) gave the fol

a Swedish traveler
:

" Trenton is a long, narrow town, situate at some distance from the
river Delaware, on a sandy plain. It is reckoned thirty miles from
Philadelphia. It has two small churches,one for the peoplebelonging
to the Church of England, the other for the PresbyterianB. The houses
are partly built of stone, though most of them are made of wood or
planks, commonly two stories high, together with a cellar below the
building, and a kitchen under ground, closeto the cellar. The houses
stand at a moderatedistance from each other. They are commonly so
built that the street passesalong one sideof the houseB,while gardensof
differentdimensions bound the other side. In each garden is a drawwell. The place is reckonedvery healthy. Our landlord told us that
twenty-two years ago, when he firBt settled here (1726), there was
hardly more than one house; but from that time Trenton has increased
so much that there are at present near an hundred houses. The houses
were within divided into several rooms by their partitions of boards.
The inhabitants of the place carried on a small trade with the goods
which they got from Philadelphia ; but their chief gain consistedin
the arrival of the numerous travelersbetweenthat city and New York,
for they are commonly brought by the Trenton yachts from Philadel
phia to Trenton, or from thence to Philadelphia. But from Trenton
further to New Brunswick the travelers go in wagons,which set out
every day for that place. Severalof the inhabitants also subsist on the
carriage of all sorts of goods,which are sent in great quantities either
from Philadelphia to New York, or from thence to the former place, for
betweenPhiladelphia and Trenton all goodsgo by water, but between
Trenton and New Brunswick they are all carried by land, and both
theseconveniencesbelong to peopleof this town. For the yachts wbich
go betweenthis place and the capital of Pennsylvania they usually pay
a shilling and sixpence, Pennsylvania currency, per person,and every
onepaysbesidefor his baggage. Every passengermustprovide meatand
drink for himself, and pay some settled fare. Between Trenton and
New Brunswick a personpays two shillings sixpence,and the baggage
separately."
is likewise paid for

This route between the two great cities of the Mid
dle States was then considered very favorable, for it
only required a land passage between Trenton and
New Brunswick. At the present time, when transit
between these cities requires only two or three hours
in a palatial railway-coach, people are inclined to
smile at the idea of the former facilities
sidered excellent.
The historian Raum wrote in 1871 :

being con

" There are yet standing someof the old buildings erectedat the open
ing of the nineteenth century, amongwhich we may mention the house
at the corner of Broad and Second Streets,late the property of John
Pearson, deceased; the Eagle Tavern, on the corner of Broad and Ferry
Streets; a stonehousein Broad Street,on the west side,south of Market
Street, belonging to George James, where Daniel Fenton at one time
kept a book-store; a frame housein the samestreet,nearly oppositethe
latter, lately owned by Mrs. Caroline Riley ; a stonehouse belonging to
picture-frame
Mrs. Jane Kite, and now occupiedas a looking-glass and
store, on the eastside of Broad Street, north of Market Street; a frame
house, nearly opposite,belonging to the German Lutheran Church, and
occupiedas a parsonage by Rev. George F. Gardiner, formerly belong
ing to the heirs of Capt. Alexander Douglass,deceased,a Revolutionary
patriot, and noted as the place where Gen. Washington held a council
of war on the evening of the 2d of January, 1777,at which time they
resolved to surprise Ihe enemyby falling on their rear ; the stonehouse
on the corner of Broad and Factory Streets,late the property of Daniel
Lodor, deceased,which in the year 1850he converted into two stores,
and put in brick fronts. These buildings were erectedby GeorgeBright,
a baker, in the year 1756,who at the same time erecteda stonebake
housedirectly oppositehis residence,which wasa few years since taken
down. It was located between the paper-mill and the building now
standing on the south of it."

Eleven years have elapsed since this was written,
Eagle
and of the buildings spoken of only one, the
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before stated, was named
annexed to the city in

was

1856.

In

1726 exclusive ferry privileges were granted by
Legislative
the
Assembly to James Trent, the oldest
son of William Trent.
This grant included the use
of the Delaware River two miles above and two miles
below the Falls. The ferry above the Falls was from
the foot of Calhoun Street, and was in use till about
thirty-five years since. The one below the Falls was
on the route between New York and Philadelphia,
and was used till the erection of the Delaware bridge
in 1804-5. The route lay through Queen (now Greene)
Street, and over Mill Hill to the Eagle Tavern, and

thence to the ferry.

William Yard, who with his sons Joseph and Wil
liam came here in 1712, purchased in that year from
Mahlon Stacy about two acres of land on both sides
of Front Street, between Warren and Greene Streets.
Joseph Yard, one of the sons, lived in a frame house
on the corner of Front and Greene Streets. William
Yard, the other son, resided with his father in Front
Street, and continued
death of his father.

his residence there after the

It was stated by the Widow Mary Mershon that she
had heard her grandfather, Joseph Yard, say " that
theirs, if not the first, was among the first families
who settled where this city is built. Col. William
Trent, son of Judge William Trent, after his pur
chase of the Stacy tract, in 1714, resided in a framed
house which had been erected by his father for a sum

mer residence on the site subsequently occupied by
the Third Presbyterian Church.
Of the history of Trenton during three-fourths of
a century, from its incorporation
as a borough and
the surrender of its charter in 1750, only meagre and
disconnected records are left. It was not again incor
porated till it became a city in 1792, though during

the session of the Legislature of 1785-86 an act of
incorporation was passed by the House of Assembly,
but rejected by the Council.
From a population of
five hundred or six hundred, which it probably con
in 1750, it had only come to number three

tained

amendments and supplements to the charter have
been enacted, by none of which have radical changes
been made. The city has been divided into wards,
and the number and limits of these wards have
been changed to suit the changing circumstances of
the city.
The present number
seven.
The mayors of the city have been as follows
Moore Furman, Nov. 30, 1792.
Aaron D. Woodruff, Feb. 19, 1794.
James Ewing, Nov. 1797.
Joshua Wright, Nov. 10, 1803.
Stacy Potts, March 12,1806.
Robert McNeely, Feb. 1814.
Charles Burroughs, Nov.,1, 1832.
Samuel Evans, 1847.
Eli Morris, Nov. 1,1847.
Samuel R. Hamilton (elected by
the people),April, 1848.
William C. Howell, April, 1849.
William Napton, 1850.
John R. Tucker, 1852.
William Nupton, 1854.

William
April

:

as

T. Sherman (appointed),
1855.
John R. Tucker, April, 1855.
Joseph Wood, i856.
Franklin S. Mills, June
1856.
William K. McKean, April, 1861.
Franklin
Mills, 1863.
Alfred Reed, 1867.
William Napton, 1858.
John Buest, 1871.
Wesley Crealing, 1875.
Daniel B. Bodine, 1877.
William Rice, 1879.
Garret D. W. Vroom, 1881.
1,

which,
Lambert,

S.

Lamberton,
from Thomas

cities it became the theatre of important events dur
ing the Revolution ; but this part of its history is
fully treated of elsewhere.
Incorporation, Officers, Etc. — After the surrender
of the borough charter, in 1750, Trenton remained a
township till Nov. .13, 1792, when the city, with the
usual corporate privileges, was chartered. Its bound
" Beginning at the
aries were defined as follows :
mouth of Assanpink Creek, and running up the same
to Bernard Hanton's mill-dam (now Millham) ; from
thence along the road to the line between Trenton and
Maidenhead ; thence along said line to the road leading
to the road leading from Trenton to Maidenhead;
thence on a straight line to the northeast corner of a lot
late of David Brearley, deceased ; thence on a straight
line to the northwest corner of the land of Lambert
Cadwalader, whereon he now lives ; thence down
the western line thereof to the river Delaware; thence
Assanpink."
down the same to the mouth of the
These limits included nothing below the Assan
pink. The borough of South Trenton was incor
porated Feb. 28, 1840, and included the villages just
below the Assanpink. By an act of the Legislature
in 1851, South Trenton was annexed to the city of
Trenton.
The boundaries of the city have at different
times been changed.
In 1851 the farm of Gen. Cad
walader was set off from
and in 1844 another por
tion was annexed to the township of Lawrence.
Then,
in 1858, the farm of L. E. Decon was taken from the
city and annexed to Ewing.
From time to time

is

manufacturing
and it continued to
be so designated till it was incorporated with Bloomsbury and made the borough of South Trenton, which
was united to Trenton in 1851.

Hill,

developed had no existence then, and its position at
the head of sloop navigation on the Delaware, be
tween the growing cities of New York and Philadel
phia, gave it its only importance beyond a purely
local one. Because of its position between these

3,

place its

came to be a considerable
name was changed to Mill

lowing the establishment of the State capital here.
The manufacturing
interest which has since been

it,

tionary war. Trenton was first included in the town
About 1719 it was first called
ship of Hopewell.
" Trent's town,"
Trenton, or, as it was first written,
in compliment to Judge William Trent. In that year
its boundaries were prescribed, and it was first ordered
that the courts should be held and kept in Trenton.
The locality immediately adjoining the Assanpink
on the south side was in early times called Kings
bury, and afterwards Kensington Hill, but when it

thousand in 1810, an annual increase of about forty
during a period of sixty years. Probably the greater
part of this increase was during the twenty years fol

8,

remains, a surviving witness, as it were, of
events that occurred prior to and during the Revolu

Tavern,

9,
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The clerks of the city have been

:

Benjamin Smith, Dec. 10,1792.
Alexander M. JohnBton, 1850.
Jacob Benjamin, April, 1796.
John 0. Raum, 1857.
Peter Forman, April, 1807.
William N. Nutt, 1859.
Samuel T. Machette, April, 1822.
Matthew Brown, 1862.
Benjamin Naar, Jr., August, 1864.
David Johnston, Jan. 28,1828.
John R. Tucker, September,1836. Alexander M. Johnston, April,
Thomas Macpherson, April, 1837.
1866.
Benjamin Moorhouse,1871.
Henry C. Boswell, 1842.
Alexander M. Johnston, 1844.
Frederick S. McNeely, 1873.
Lewis R. Justice, 1848.
Alexander C. Gard, 1876.
CharlesW. Jay, 1849.
William H. Earlly, 1881.

The financial officers of the city since

1800

have

been:
COLLECTORS.
William Rippon, 1801.
Isaac Barnes, 1806.
Peter Howell, 1810.
Israel Moore, 1814.
1831.'
Samuel Evans,
William C. Howell, 1841.
Jonathan Fisk, 1851.
James H. Clark, 1852.
Jonathan S. Fish, 1853.
Jesse M. Clark, 1855.
Jonathan S. Fish, 1856.
William M. Force, 1858.

Samuel T. Machette, 1827.
Abram P. Atkinson, 1829.
SamuelColeman,1830.
TREASURERS.

From the incorporation
Trenton

till

its consolidation
its chief burgesses were:

Jesse M. Clark, 1859.
Peter Crozer, 1862.
John 0. Raum, 1863.
Joshua Jones, 1870.
Philip H. Wentz, 1873.
Thomas S. Stevens,1876.
Joseph R. Encke, 1881.

of the borough of South
with the city of Trenton
Samuel B. Stafford,1847.
James W. Southard, 1848.
John Valentine, 1849.
Orrin Packard, 1850.

1840.James H. Sims.
Bailey A. West.
1841.Wallastan Redman.
Joseph Yard.
1842 James H. Smith.

1845.Samuel B. Stafford.
1846.Samuel B. Stafford.
William B. Paul.
1847.CharlesGordon.
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Potts'
and the place wherehe diedafter the battle. An alley aboveStacy
houseled to his tan -yard,a large tract, through which Petty's Run flowed,
fats.' Miss RebeccaCoxe
the yard containing, as advertised, sixty-four
lived south of Mr. Potts, oppositethe English, now St. Michael's, Church.
It will be rememberedthat is related as an incident of the fight that
little daughter of Mr. Potts, then in Miss Coxe's house, was slightly
it

the village, from which point the roads diverged to Pennington and to
Maidenhead, now Lawrenceville. The latter road is now called Bruns
wick Avenue. There were two other important streets in Trenton;
one, Front Street, began at Queen Street, passedthrough the lower end
of King Street, and thence turned northward on what is now Willow
Street to the River road; the other, running parallel to Front Street,
called Second (now State) Street, began on what is now the corner of
State and Willow Streets, crossedboth King and Queen Streets, and
after passing the Presbyterian Church dwindled into a country road,
leading through an apple-orchard to Henry's iron foundry and steel
works on the creek. The Assanpink Creek, a small streamfordable at
many places,ran along the easterlyand southerly line of the town, and
emptied by two outletB into the Delaware River. Petty's Run, passing
through the village in about the channel it is at present,instead of
flowing direct into the river, madea suddenturn to the left, and passing
Assanpink
along near where the bed of the water-power is, enteredthe
a few yards from the mouth of the creek. King Street did not extend
below Front Street,but Queen Street crossedtbe creek by a long and
narrow bridge. Thepresent Hanover Street, east of Queen Street, was
called Third Street, and that part between King and Queen Streets,
which was much less than one-half its presentsize, was called Pinkerton's Alley. The streetnow known asAcademywas calledFourth Street,
but was little more than a lane. Perry Street did not exist. There was
another alley betweenKing aud QueenStreets, just north of the Eng
lish Church, called Church Alley. Dark Lane commencedon Queen
Street,running easterly,about on the line of the present Feeder. There
was an alley running west from King Street near where West Hanover
Street is, and this led off into the River road. It was called DeCow's
Alley. The River road commencedfrom Front Street, passed Second
Street, curved to the left nearly into what is now Quarry Streetand the
bed of the feeder,and after several turns came into what is now State
Street,aboutin front of thepresent residenceof Mr. Montgomery. Queen
Street, crossingthe creek, becamethe road to Bordentown and Cross
wicks. A wagon road leading down what is now Market Street to the
Bloomsbury farm-house,now the residenceof Mr. E. H. Stokes,turned
there and led fo the ferry. The Ferry road started from what is now
called the Eagle Hotel to the Trenton Landing on the river Delaware.
"On the Brunswick road we find the first houseon the westerly side
of the road occupiedby William Cain, and the next was the Fox Chase
Tavern, owned by Cain, whosewidow afterwards married Joseph Bond.
She managedthe establishment. Somedistancefarther on wasa shanty
ownedby an old coloredman, and beyond it the houBeof Thomas Selvidge. There was a lane from the junction of King and Queen Streets
northward, on what is now called Princeton Avenue. This lane led to
the house and stableof tbe Beakes estate. The first houseon the left
side of the Pennington road was that of Mr. David Cowell, a bachelor,
an eminent physician and surgeon; and his brother, Ebenezer Cowell, a
lawyer, lived with him. Some distance beyond,on the opposite side,
Richard W. Furman resided. Oppositeto what is now Calhoun Street,
Alexander Calboun lived and kept a storefor general merchandise,and
a dwelling-house and propertynext to him belongedto John Chambers.
Abraham Cottnam lived a short distance aboveCalhoun, on the other
side of the road. He died there in 1776,and his sons, George and War-

a
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injured while trying to reach her father's house. Mrs. Hill lived below
refreshments,'and"
then James Wilson, the silversmith, had a
and sold
little shop, where he worked at his trade. Under the same roof was
the shop of John Fitch, then a gunsmith and maker of buttons for the
American army. He was at one time apprenticed to Wilson, and
afterward Wilson worked for Fitch when he had a large order for
repairing arms, and employed, it is said, sixty men in the business.
He went to Pennsylvania,
Fitch's shop was burned by the British.
and afterwards became the successful steamboat inventor. Thomas,
Mary, and Sarah Barnes lived on the ground now occupied by the
Third Presbyterian Church. Mr. Barnes was a druggist, and his ad
Collins' Trenton
vertisementof salves,ointments, etc., appearsin iBaac
Gazette. Isaac DeCow lived on the north side of DeCow's Alley. Col.
Isaac Smith, who commandedthe regiment of militia in and about
Trenton, and who was the first president of the Trenton Banking Com
pany, physician by profession,and at one time a judge of the Supreme
Court, lived where the American Hotel now standB. He was man of
great integrity and patriotism, and was friend of Washington. He
very corpulent man. James B. Machett's
is always described as
house was opposite Pinkerton's Alley. Joseph Brittain, the shoe
maker, lived where the United States Hotel is, and some think Mrs.
Brittain kept a public-house there. The celebratedDr. Nicholas Belle
ville, when he settled in Trenton in 1778,and becamea partner of Dr.
Bryant, boardedat the liouse of Mrs. Brittain. Joseph Higbee's house
waBthe next on that street,and on the northwest corner of King and
SecondStreetswas the store aud residenceof Abraham Hunt, the rich
rell, the latter a lawyer, lived there until 1779,when they sold the house merchant. In his parlor he entertained Col. Rahl on the night of Dec.
25,1776,and the following morning still found Rahl enjoying his Christ
to Col. David Brearley, afterwards chief justice of the State, who had
mas hospitality. On the southwest corner, where the Mechanics' Bank
married their siBter. Richard Howell and his Bon,Arthur Howell, both
now stands,Francis Witt kept the Blazing Star tavern. It is evident
coopers, lived just beyond, on the north side of the roadway. Mr.
Governor Livingston lived at this house during his residencein Trenton.
Howell's house was the alarm-house and picket-post of the Hessian
troops in December,1776. On the outskirts of the village, on the right
It was afterward occupied by Samuel Henry, who owned the iron-works,
Nathaniel Furman lived on
which he built in 1709,near where State Street now crossesthe Assanside of the road, but somedistancefrom
lane led from .pink. Witt left the tavern in 1777,and engagedin theauction business.
the place now occupied by Mr. Israel Hendrickson.
oppositeAlexander Calhoun'* house,down what now Calhoun Street, Archibald William Yard owned all the rest of the property to Front
Street, and lived in the middle of the block. Conrad Kotts occupied
crossedthe River road about at the Feederbridge, and endedat Beatty
Ferry,'
little housejust below Mr. Yard, but surrounded by property ownedby
at the head oftho falls, on the river just back of the present resi
the latter gentleman; On the opposite side of Front Street lived Daniel
denceof Dr. Pearson. This was undoubtedly road much used during
Yard, who was an assistant to Maj.. Peter Gordon in the quartermas
the last century.

it was near his door that two of the Hessian cannon were captured.
is

a

Next to Mr. Axford, Polly Brown kept little shopwhere shesold spirits.
now Perry
Stacy Potts' commodiousframe housewas opposite what
Street. This was the headquartersof Col. Rahl, the Hessian commander,

a

a

ter's department.
" Beginning again at the upper part of King Street, and easterly side,
we find John Chamberslived in the house portion of which is now the
Children's Home. William Tindall lived below him, and this houseon
the digging of the Feeder was removed to the oppositesideof the street,
and is now the second house north of the Feeder. William Smith,
young man of about twenty-two years of age,had a housejust below Mr.
Two Boldiers of the Jersey Continental line, John Harden
Tindall.
and Jacob Keen, were the next residentsof this street. Mr. Keen was
not at home on the day of the battle, being with the JerBey troops at
Morristown. Mrs. Keen was very zealous Baptist, was one of the ora

"Starting down King Street, on the westerly side,we find first Isaac
Brearley, then SamuelTucker, who was presidentof the Provincial Con
gress of New Jersey in 1775,justice of the Supreme Court in 1776,and
took protection from the British while treasurerof the Statefor the pur
poseof preserving public funds and private trusts then in his possession.
Josiah Appleton lived next, then Samuel Bellerjeau aud Jacob Benjamin,
Charles Axford' lived about where the Feeder now crossesthe street,and

CITY OF TRENTON.
ganizers of that church in this city, and was
often called Deacon Keen.
Mary and Sarah Smith occupied a small dwelling betweenMr. Harden
and Mr. Keen. William Patterson lived next to Keen, and Jonn Plas
kett and Richard Norris, a maker of stays,lived in the doublehousejust
above Petty's Run. Mr. Pontius Delare Stille lived in the house still
standing on southeastcorner of Perry Street. Crossing Church Alley,
we find the English Church, now St. Michael's Episcopal Church. This
was usedas a barracks by Col. Buhl's grenadier regiment. Aaron How
ell's blacksmith-shop and his house, where Ellet Howell, who was in
the quartermaster'sdepartment,also lived, adjoined the church. Sheriff
Micajah Howe, of Hunterdon County, lived iu what is known
as the
Leake property, lately torn down. George Ely's house was next to
Howe's, then Dr. Woolsey's house and office, and next to him David
Pinkerton kept a general store on the corner of the alley called by his
name. There was a building where the Trenton House now stands,but
its owner is unknown ; George Abbott afterward occupied it. Job Moore
lived adjoining, and Abraham G. Claypoole's houseand his office as jus
tice of the peacewason the northeastcorner of King and SecondStreets.
The post-officewas on the corner below, Abraham Hunt being the deputy
postmaster. The stone building now the Trenton Bank was the jail,
and Peter Gulick the jailer. A shot struck this building on the evening
of Jan. 2, 1777. Abraham Hunt had a store-houseon the.northeast cor
ner of King and Front Streets,but it is thought to have been built in
somewhatlater years.
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its front, on the northeastcorner of Queen and Third Streets. An old
frame stable and the houseof John Bellerjeau were in the middle of the
next block, and Polly Hopkins owned the present City Hall corner.
There was a building on the corner below, in after-years occupied by
Isaac Collins, printer of the Trenton Gazette.Thomas Ryall and Joshua
Newbold lived opposite Newbold's shop before mentioned.
'* do not fiud that Pinkerton's Alley contained any
housesother than
thoseon the several corners. Aaron D. Woodruff, nearly twenty years
twenty-four
afterwards and for the term of
years,held the officeof at
torney-general of the State. He lived on Third Street next to Mr. Tin
dall's. The Rev. Dr. Elihu Spencer,and after him the Rev. James F.
Armstrong, residediu the Presbyterian parsonageon Third Street,just
east of Mr. Woodruff's house. There was a stable by the parsonage
which was destroyed by the Hessians. The parsonagewas also usedby
them aBa hospital, and much damaged. Stephen Lowrey, who lived at
Dr. Spencer's,was commissaryof issuesin the commissary-general'sde
partment. The Friends' meeting-houseat the end of the street is still
standing, although much modernized in appearance. It was built in
1739. Nearly oppositeit lived Maj. Schuyler, a well-known coloredman.
Beyond the street commencedthe orchard where the Hessians retreated
after the surprise on the morning of December26th,and where they at
last surrendered.
"John Rickey had a houseand hardware-storeabout where Chief Jus
tice Beasleynow resides. It was a double one-story hipped-roof stone
building, andbuilt in 1752. The village school-housewaswhere the Pres
byterian Church stands,and the church itself was quite nearwhat is now
the City Hall lot. Polly Yard lived on the south side of Second Street,
west of William Tucker's. William Roscoe,an expres-i-riderfor Gov
ernor Livingston, lived in a little one-Btorybuilding. The Bull's Head
tavern, kept by Henry Drake, waB the largest building on the block,
then Sylvester Doyle's house and the post-office before mentioned.
Moore Furman, deputy quartermaster-general of the State, had an
officeand resided where the State Street House is located. The alley
opposite,now Sterling's Alley, wascalledHunt's Alley, Abraham Hunt's
stable being on the westerly corner. Polly Hawkins lived in a small
houseon this alley. Mr. Davies lived just west of the stable on Second
Street, in what was afterward called the Pike House. Maj. Peter Gor
don, of the quartermaster-general'sdepartment,for many years State
treasurer, lived nearly opposite, and Alexander Chambers' residence
was next door, and his store on the corner of the River road. Squire
Benjamin Yard lived on the oppositecorner. A lane half the width of

I

SecondStreetled westerly as far only as the stonehouBein after-years,
1793and 1794,Gen. Knox's war office.
have failed to find who owned
it in 1776. Out on .the River road, a property now owned by Mr.
Bellville,'
Richey, Sir John Sinclair lived on ' his elegant seat called
'Hermitage,1 portion
and Gen. Philemon Dickinson owned the
a
of
which now forms the residenceof Mr. Atterbury. This was the Yager
picket-post on that road. Gen. Dickinson purchased this place
July 30,1776. It may be noted that this investment took place be
tween the declaration of independenceand the battle of Trenton, aud
it showBhis confidencein the patriotism of the country when he placed
funds in a property which lay on the highway between two great
cities, objective-points for British attack. Capt. John Mott, of the Jer
sey Continental troops, and guide to the American army at the battle

I

RESIDENCE

OF ABRAHAM HUNT.

" Turning now to QueenStreet,westerlyside, we find a little
houseoc
cupied by an old colored man, just back of William Tindall's houseon
King Street just mentioned. William Smith, on King Street, owned
back of his own propertyto QueenStreet,and James Linn all the ground
south of Smith's line to Petty's Run. Midway betweenChurch Alley and
of Trenton, lived some distance out of the town on property now at
Pinkerton's Alley John Yard resided,and Benjamin Smith lived and
tached to the lunatic asylum. The Widows' Home, on Front Street,
grocerykept a
and variety-store on the corner below. A man by the
was then joined with the stone house ou the opposite side of the
name of Downing lived on the southwest corner of Pinkerton's Alley,
street,and this madethe barracks, erected in 1756,during the French
men,'
Joseph Vandergrift in the middle of the square,and JoBeph Milnor on
and Indian war, intended to hold 'about three hundred
and used
what is now the Slate Gazettecorner. William Tucker and Ellet Tucker
at the period of which we speak to hold refugeesand soldiers of Knyplived on the southwest corner of Queen and Second Streets, and this
hausen'sregiment. Stacy Potts, in 1776,built a steel-works just back
housewas being plasteredat the time of the cannonadeof the 2dof Janu
of the barracks on Petty's Run, and Dr. Daniel W. Coxe erecteda Btoue
ary. They were both hatters,and their shop was the next frame build
building for a paper-mill, in 1756,near the outlet of Petty's Run into
the Assanpink Creek.
ing below the corner. Joshua Newbold's blacksmith-Bhopwas on that
"On the northerly sideof Front Street,betweenKing andQueenStreets,
block, and the Black Horse tavern on the Front Street corner. This
wasa small tavern called Ship and Castle,and then SamuelW. Stockton's
tavern was kept by Robert Rutherford, whosedaughter, Frances Mary,
eloped some six years previous with Col. Fortescue, a British officer. residence,near the Black Horse tavern on the corner. Mr. Stockton
Capt. John Barnes lived in the old stone house,torn down lately, just
was then a young man,but afterward becamequite prominent in official
below Washington Market. Gen. Washington spent the night of Dec. life. Between his houseand the tavern,off of the line of the street,was
the village market. Mrs. Yard lived on the south side of Front Street,
29,1776,in this dwelling.
"On Queen Street, at what is now the northeast corner of Academy and there was also a building near her houseusedas Yard's bakery.
" Crossing the Queen Street bridge, on the east aide,was the site of
and Greene*Str«eis,the log church of the Methodistswas Bituated. This ,
Mahlon Stacy's flour-mill, built in 1680,of hewn logs, and one and onewas built in 1772,and remained there twenty years. Robert Liudsay
half stories high. In 1690,William Trent purchasedthe property and
and John Cooper were assignedto this circuit in May, 1776. Mr. Bonnel lived just north of the church, and below it lived Joseph and Samuel built a stonemill there two stories high. GeorgeBright had a two-story
stonebuilding next to the mill, which he used as a bakery. On a rough
Laning, with their blacksmith-shop next door. Thomas Tindall built
blue sandstone,imbeddedin the wall, was cut, 'G. B., 1756.' This stone
a house of brick, and placed its date of erection,1740,in black brick on
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nessed
and the history of
read with .pride by
their descendants.
The following account of the most interesting part
of this ceremony was written by Adjt.-Gen. William
S. Stryker

it,

was afterwards placed in the front wall of the paper-mill of Harry Mc
Call. Mr. Bright lived on the west side of the road, oppositehia bakery.
Next to the bakery was Jonathan Richmond's tavern, the headquarters
of Gen. Washington for the first two days of the year 1777,but which
he was obliged to abandon on the afternoon of January 2d. Samuel
Wooley lived on the westerly side, and Capt. Alexander Douglass in
what was so long known as the Douglass House, Gen. St. Clair's head-

:
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"At the bridge over the creek (iu Greene Street) the ladies of Trenton
had formed a plan to testify to Gen. Washington their appreciation of
his noble deeds,and the love which the whole nation felt for its great
deliverer. Here he had captured a body of Hessian mercenaries under
Col. Rahl, who had done all that bad men could do to injure the good
people of the Jerseys. On this very spot he had withstood for hours the
advanceof the British, and afterward had performed one of the masterly
movementsof the war. During theseeventful two weeks he had nearly
freed the entire State of an insolent foe. In grateful memory of the
successful issue of the Revolutionary struggle the ladies prepared for
Washington a reception which was peculiar in the good tastedisplayed,
and which certainly was intensely gratifying to him.

THE

DOUGLASS

HOUSE.

Gen. St. Clair's Headquarters,where Gen. Washington held a Council
of War, Jan. 2, 1777.

Washington's

Reception at Trenton.— The re

ception of Gen. Washington

at Trenton

on his way
to New York to assume the duties of President, to
which office he had just been declared elected, took
place on the 21st of April, 1789.
The memory of
this ceremony was alwaya cherished with pride, both
by those who participated

in it and those who wit

:

"On the north side of the bridge an arch about twenty feet high
was raised, supportedon one side by sevenand on the other by six pil
lars. The arch was nearly twenty feet wide and about twelve feet in
length. Each of the thirteen pillars was entirely coveredwith masses
of evergreensand wreaths of. laurel, and the arches abovewere cloBely
twined about with the same material, and festoonedinside with long
ropes of laurel and the flowers of early spring. On the south side of the
archway, the side which first appeared to the Presidential party, an in
scription in large gilt letters on a blue ground was fastened,and beauti
fully ornamentedwith flowers
"'THfi DEFENDEROF THE MOTHERSWILL BE THE PROTECTOROF THE
DAUGHTERS.'
. "Above this arch was circlet of laurels and flowers, wreathing the
datesof those two events just referred to
:

2,

" December26, 1776—
1777.'
January
" On the top of this
massof evergreens was large sunflower, which
was intended to emblemize the American people,who turned towards
him aBthe only Sun which would give life and warmth to the body
politic.
a

"The structure had beeu erected the day previous by workmen in
charge of Benjamin Yard, and tho.ladies had been busy all the morning
putting in position the wreaths and emblemswhich they had with such
taste prepared. Beneath this arch Gen. Washington miiBt pass to enter

Trenton.
" As he cameto the high ground
on Mill Hill, sometwo hundred yards
below the creek, thebeautiful triumphal arch appeared. But ashe passed
through the archway with uncovered head a still more lovely sight
greetedhim. On the one side of the arch he saw six little girls dressed
in white carrying basketsof flowers on the other side, thirteen young
ladies to represent the several States, who were dressed in-a similar
style, and alBOhad basketsfilled with flowers; behind all theBe num
ber of the matrons of the town and neighboring villages.
a

I

AND THE TRIUMPHAL ARCH OF 1789.

;

I

BRIDGE

a

I

"Below Trenton Landing, in Lamberton, note the house of Capt.
John Clunn, a mariner, in the house now occupied by James Wooley,
also Hugh Runyon, a druggist, Jabez Ashmore,William Richards, a
store-keeper,William Douglas,and Abraham Waglum.
" There are a few others who resided in
Tren,ton, have reason to
think, at this period, but whoseresidencecannot now be accurately de
termined. Among theseare Charles Cluun, William Pidgeon, Michael
Thorn, Daniel Howell, William Clayton, and Michael Clunn. During
the war, although believeat the latter part of it, James Burnside had
a book-store,and John Singer a dry-goodsstore,in the village. Robert
Hoops lived, if not in Trenton, still near the town. Dr. William
Bryant, the eminent physician, lived south of the Assanpink Creek.
Probably most if not all thosejust namedlived in the same locality."

ASSANPINK

'

quarters, lately torn down. Jacob Garwood lived ou the easterlyside,
nearly oppositethe lane leading to the Bloomsbury farm, the residence
of John Cox. Miss Mary Dagworthy, who was so active in Riding the
sick and wounded soldierSjandwho strewedflowersafterward on Wash
ington's pathwayat the bridge, lived and taught schoolwhere the Eagle
Hotel now stands. Robert Pearson lived a short distancesouth of the
entranceto the Ferry road.
"Dr. Daniel W. Coxe, the counselorand friend of the English army,
lived on the corner of the wagon-rpad leading from Bloomsbury farm
to the Ferry road. Opposite his house was a fort, built during the
French and Indian war, and just beyond it RensselaerWilliams' tavern.
Oppositethe tavern was thtesaddleryof Mr. B. Smith.

CITY OF TRENTON.
"As Washington enteredthe arch the six little girlB began to sing a
beautiful ode which had been written by Maj. Richard Howell, and
which, under the instruction of Rev. James F. Armstrong, they per
formed with exquisite sweetness:
" Welcome,mighty chief ! oncemore
Welcome to this grateful shore1
Now no mercenary foe
Aims again the fatal blow—
Aims at thee the fatal blow.
" Virgins lair and matrons grave,
Those thy conquering arms did save,
Build for thee triumphal bowers.
Strew, ye fair, his way with flowers—
Strew your hero's way with flowers !"

At

the

conclusion

of the last line the way was
ladies and little

strewn with flowers by the young
girls.

Gen. Washington acknowledged his appreciation
of this reception in the following letter, which is still
carefully preserved here :
" General Washington cannot leave this place without expressinghis
acknowledgementsto the Matrons and young Ladies who receivedhim
iu so novel & grateful a manner at the Triumphal Arch in Trenton, for
the exquisite sensationhe experienced in that affecting moment. The
astonishing contrast between his former and actual situation at the
samespot, the elegant taste with which it was adorned for the present
occasion,and the innocent appearanceof the white-robedChoir who met
him with the gratulatory song, have made such impressionson his re
membrance as,-he assuresthem, will never be effaced.
" Trenton, April 21st, 1789."

Congress —Lafayette in Trenton. — The Congress
of the United States met at Trenton on the 1st of
During this session, which contin
November, 1784.
ued here till the 24th of the next month, an act was
passed authorizing the appointment of commission
" with full powers to lay out a district not less
ers
two, nor exceeding three miles square, on the
banks of either side of the Delaware, not more than
eight miles above or below the lower falls thereof, for

than

town."
a Federal
On the 11th of December the Marquis de Lafayette
was formally received by Congress, and also by the
Legislature of New Jersey. He remained in Trenton

at that time about three weeks.
During his tour through the United States forty
years later, Gen. Lafayette was received and honored
at Trenton by the citizens of the city and surround
The following is a copy of a paper
ing country.
which originated at that time. The original is in the
possession of Mayor G. D. W. Vroom, of Trenton :

" We the subscribers, agree to pay to Pearson Hunt, Wm. Halstead,
proportion of the
and David Johnston, committee of arrangement, our
expence attending the reception of Gen'. La Fayette, at Trenton, on

Saturday the 16th July, 1825.
" Sam. R. Hamilton, 1; John Wilson, B ; R. P. Atkinson, 2 ; Lucius Ho
Glentratio Stockton, 3 j Thos. J.Stryker,4; Chas.Higbee,5; P. T.
worth, 6; John Lafaucherrie, 7; Chas. Burroughs, 8; Seth Wiight,
B • R. A. Hunt B ; F. Tyler, 9 ; Charles Ewing, 10; Zac. Rossell, B ;
Wm. Hyer,B; Charles Parker, 11; Thomas L. Woodruff, B; Pear
A. M. Mcson Hunt, B; Jno. C. Chambers,12; Thos. Wood, 13;
Neely, 14; Wm. Halsted, Jun., B; David Johnston, B; Abm Up
Hunt, B; Garret D.
dike, 15; Samuel Dickinson, 16; Westley P.
George Clymer, B ; Joseph Higbee, B."
Wall B ¦ P. Forman, 17;
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" Thenton,! 27th October,1817.

"Sik,— As soon as you comeinto Trenton to the SupremeCourt, on
Tuesday,the Eleventh day of Novembernext, T am desirouBof holding
with you someconversation. There will then be in my handstwo writs
in the Supreme Court ready for immediateservice. It is advisablethat
one of the two writs should be served by yourself as high sheriff, and
that it should not be served by your under-sheriff. Therefore, shall
be glad to seeat the next Supreme Court yourself, and not your undersheriff. These lines are addressedto you for your information and re
membrance. am with great respectto you, Sir,
" Your humble servant,
" Samuel Leake.

I

I

"To James S. Manners, Esquire,

"Sheriff of Hunterdon."

State Buildings in Trenton, —Trenton was made
the capital of the State Nov. 25, 1790, and a year
" to provide suitable buildings
later an act was passed
for the accommodation of the Legislature and public
oflices of the State." Pending the passage of this act
unsuccessful efforts were made to change the location
of the buildings to New Brunswick and to Woodbury.
Ground on which to erect these buildings was pur
chased from Joseph Brittain, George Ely, and Mrs.

Mary McCall, in all three and three-quarter

acres.

Of

this two and a quarter acres were sold to the State by
Joseph Brittain for five shillings.

The buildings were erected under the above-named

act, and from time to time they have been enlarged
and changed to meet the demands of changing cir
cumstances till they have their present dimensions
Space will not permit a detail of
and appearance.
these changes, which have been made by the authority
and at the expense of the State.
At first the use of the State House appears to have
been permitted for other purposes than for the ac

of the constituted authorities. In 1803
was adopted forbidding any such use of
it. This resolution was the result of an inquiry into
the assembling and
the circumstances
attending
riotous conduct of a mob during that year.
commodation
a resolution

The State Library, which, though it is not a
local institution, possesses great local interest, is first
mentioned in the proceedings of the Legislature in
At first it consisted of a single case, in which
1796.
were a few books. In 1804 the library contained one
hundred and sixty-eight volumes, most of which

were laws of New Jersey and other States, and
journals of Congress, and of the Legislatures of this
and other States. In 1-813 the first act of the Legis
lature concerning the State Library was passed, and
in 1815 rules for its preservation and regulation we.re
adopted.

In 1822 an act was passed providing fpr the annual
appointment of a librarian. Under this act the fol
lowing have been appointed, and each was reap
pointed till the time of his successor's appointment :
William L. Prall, 1822; Charles Parker, 1823 ; Wil
Boswell, 1829 ; Peter Forman, 1833 ; Charles C.
Yard, 1837 ; Peter Forman, 1843; William De Hart,
liam

1 Copyof an autographletter of SamuelLeake's, in possessionof Jacob
Weart, Esq., of Jersey City.
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State Prison and Arsenal.— In

1795

the first

State Prison was erected a short distance south from
where the present State Prison stands, between Sec
ond and Third Streets. This was the penal institu

tion of the State till 1836, when the present State
Prison was first occupied, and the old edifice was con
verted into an arsenal. The two occupy the entire
space bounded by Second, Federal, Third, and Cass
Streets.

Jail. — The county
spacious
lot at the corner of
court-house stands on a
Broad and Market Streets. A short distance from
on each side, stand the offices of the county clerk and
surrogate.
in the rear of the court-house,
The jail
and fronts on Cooper Street.
is

it,

County Court-House and

Randolph H. Moore. —The

Moore

family were

a

early settlers of Hopewell township, then Hunterdon
County, now Mercer. His grandfather, Nathan Moore,
farmer in Hopewell, where he was born and
was
where he died about 1827, aged about seventy-five

years, leaving children, — Cornelius F., Absalom, and
Ruth. Of these, Cornelius F., father of our subject,
married Rachel, daughter of William Swem, of Hope
a

:

well, who died in 1850, aged fifty-three years, and who
merchant
bore him the following children
Nathan,
of Philadelphia and temperance reformer, died at Bass

a

a

;

a

;

a

;

River, N. J. Deborah, wife of James B. Green, of
Ewing; Catherine, wife of John W. La Tourette, of
Trenton De Witt C, was merchant in Philadelphia,
and noted in that city and New York for his vocal
powers as
singer, and died in 1877, aged fifty years
colonel in the late war, went to Illi
Absalom B. was
nois as the agent of the Illinois Central Railroad, was
for fifteen years clerk of La Salle County, and died in
Chicago in 1878; and Randolph H. Moore.
The
father, Cornelius F. Moore, spent most of his active
business life as a farmer in Ewing township, and while
a young man was volunteer in the war of 1812 under
Gen. Garret D. Wall. He died in 1853, in the sixtieth
year of his age.
Randolph H, youngest son of Cornelius F. Moore,

a

for exhibition at the Centennial Exposition. In 1877
these were arranged in a museum in the State capitol,
where they have since been kept. This museum is
one of the chief local attractions of the city.

public offices of the city, county, and courts. He was
of the First Ward of the city for four years,
was for two years employed in the Supreme Court at
the State-House, and for three years following in the
chancery office. He was deputy county clerk under
Robert C. Bellville for nine years, and after the expi
ration of that gentleman's term of office formed
partnership with him in the real estate and insurance
business.
During these business relations, as agent
Life, he was very successful, and con
Mutual
of the
tracted
million and half for the company in eleven
years.
He was also appointed during this time
deputy collector of internal revenue for Trenton, and
In 1872, Mr.
served under John N. L. Stratton.
Moore was elected clerk of Mercer County, and by
re-election
the incumbent of the office in 1882. He
was appointed a master in chancery in 1874, and no
tary public in 1855, and he was one of the incorpo
rators of the Phoenix Iron Company, of Trenton, and
has been vice-president of the company since its or
ganization.
He was united in marriage in 1851 to
Mrs. Sarah Jane, daughter of Isaac Warner, and
widow of the late William Brant. Their children
are Edwin A., Florence D., and Albert W.
City Public Buildings. — The first court-house and
jail in Trenton stood in Warren Street, on the present
site of the Trenton Bank.
It was probably erected in
" It was two-story building,
Raum says of
1720.
erected of gray sandstone, with stuccoed front.
The
cells were in the lower story.
The upper story was
used as
court-room, the entrance to which was by
number of stone steps erected on the outside of the
building and surmounted by an iron railing. The
assessor

a

collection was made of geological, mineralogical, and
agricultural specimens in the State of New Jersey

his limbs which compelled him to abandon his trade
and seek other employment, and since that time he
has been almost uninterruptedly connected with the

,

etc., for the use of those who desire to
consult it. The miscellaneous books are kept in the
gallery.
The total number of volumes in both de
partments is thirty thousand.
Museum of the Geological Survey. — In 1876 a

with tables,

years of age he was apprenticed to learn the machin
McKean, Trenton, with
ist's trade with Van Cleve
whom he remained for four years. During his first
year as journeyman he received an injury in one of

a

In 1836 the law library was kept in the Supreme
Court room. It now occupies the whole of the first
floor of the library, and the alcoves there are furnished

&

1872.

was born in the township of Ewing, June 26, 1830,
where he spent his boyhood in the routine of farmwork and attending school. When nearly seventeen

steps extended over the pavement, commencing from
the gutter, and persons going into the court-room

were compelled to ascend from the street. Pedestrians
going up and down the street passed directly under
these steps.
They were afterwards removed from the
street and placed crosswise upon the front of the build
ing, commencing from either corner on the north and
south sides of
and meeting at the top in the centre
of the building, forming
pyramid, so that any one
a

Shrie,

a

J.

it,

1852 ; Charles

it,

Vansickle,

1853; Clarence J. Mulford, 1866; Jeremiah Dally,
1869 ; and the present librarian, James S. McDaniels,

is

Sylvester

a

1845 ;

a
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going into the court-room could ascend either from
the north or south side of it.
Subsequently these
steps were removed and placed inside the building."

The old town-house which succeeded this, and
which must have been built about the commence
ment of the present century, stood in Academy
Street, near the present Trenton Academy.
The
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lower story of this was the city prison, and in the
yard stood the whipping-post as long as corporal pun
ishment was practiced.
In the second story was a
room where what was known as the Court of Quarter
Sessions was held.
This court was erected for the
convenience of the city, the county-seat of Hunter

Who put it there, or in what way
tion.
mystery."
ened, was in those days a

don County being so far distant as to render the ad
ministration of justice in minor cases troublesome
and expensive.

five stalls, and was used as a market only a short time
In 1837 the lower story was con
after its erection.
verted into an engine-house.
The building was re

The present City Hall, on the corner of State and
Streets, was erected in 1837, when Greene
Street was not the centre of the town, but was con
sidered a back street. The upper story of this was
finished for a Common Council room and for the
holding of this court.
In the second story was a place for public meetings,
lectures, etc., or what might be termed a public hall.
Greene

In

the lower story were rooms for various purposes.
On the erection of Mercer County the necessity for
this Court of Quarter Sessions here no longer existed,
and the court- and council-room

came to be used as a

council-room

alone.
The erection of other halls for lectures and enter
tainments rendered the one here less necessary, and
the growing wants of the city demanded the room
which the town hall occupied. It was accordingly
divided into offices for the use of the city officials, and
has been thus occupied since. As the city police
came into existence, the lower story was occupied for

it

police purposes.
This building is now in process of
renovation, and when this is completed it will pre
sent an appearance quite in accordance with modern
taste.

Market-Houses. —Previous to the incorporation of
Trenton as a city, a market-house had been erected
in Warren Street, commencing at State, and extend
ing about sixty feet north. It occupied the middle
of the street, as did the markets that were built dur
At the southern end of
ing many years afterward.
it stood the old town-pump, and near this the pillory
The pillory was abolished when
and whipping-post.
the city came to have a prison, and after some years
the whipping-post was also abolished. It disappeared

in the night, no one knew by what agency.
Soon after the incorporation of the city the old mar
" for five pounds one shilling and
ket-house was sold
pence."
In the autumn of 1793 a new marketten
" in the middle of Second (now
built
was
State)
house

Street, between King (now Warren) Street and Queen
Street."
This market consisted of two
(now Greene)
buildings and a space between them. The first, look
meat-market,ing from Warren Street, was used as a
space
between
and
the
the second as a truck-market,

was also utilized for the sale of truck.
Raum says, "About midway between the two mar
kets there was a horse-shoe firmly imbedded in the
well remember when a boy of
stone flagging, and
afforded me watching coun
amusement
of
hours
the
posi
trymen in their endeavors to remove it from its

I

it

was fast

A market-house stood in Market Street, fronting on
Broad, but it is not known when it was built. The
second story was used as a school-room, and was called
the Mill Hill Academy.
This market-house had but

moved in 1841, after Mill
borough of South Trenton.

Hill

became a part of the

A market was erected in Bloomsbury at about the
same time, probably, with the one on Mill Hill. It
stood at the corner of Warren and Bridge Streets.
It was narrow and long, and covered the walk and
gutter on the west side of the street. It had seven
stalls.

The markets in State Street were taken down in
in Greene Street, and in 1848
the capacity of one of these was doubled, to supply
the increasing demands of business.
In 1845 a market in Market Street east of Broad
1845, and others erected

was erected by private enterprise.
Improvements in Greene Street and its vicinity came
to require the removal of the markets there, and in
all control of
1870 the city authorities relinquished

The material of which they were constructed
was sold, and they were taken down.
Markets were erected in various parts of the city by
private persons and companies.
One was built in
Greene Street near Academy by John Taylor, and

them.

one in Chancery Street near Quarry, with a hall in
the second story, by J. K. Freese and S. R. Wilson.
The Central Market, at the corner of Front and Stock
ton Streets, and the Washington Market, fronting on

Front, Greene, and Washington Streets, near the As
The first has fifty
sanpink, were built by companies.

In
stalls, and cost about forty-two thousand dollars.
the second story of the last nine rooms for various
off, as well as a hall one hundred
and eight by one hundred and thirty-five feet, with a
A brownstone
seating capacity of twelve hundred.
statue of Washington, by Thorn, the Scottish sculp
Market com
tor, was presented to the Washington
uses were finished

On the
pany and placed on the Greene Street front.
first floor of this market were arranged two hundred
Its cost was one
and nine stalls and a restaurant.
hundred and five thousand dollars.
The joint-stock
company which erected it was incorporated by an act

of the Legislature, Dec. 15, 1870.
The market in Chancery Street was built with one
hundred and nineteen stalls, and its hall, which was
" Freese Hall," was arranged for seating seven
named
hundred persons.

Post-Oflice and Postmasters. — In 1791 there were
in New Jersey but six post-offices, of which one was
at Trenton.
first administration
During Washington's
a Mr.
Pinkerton was postmaster here, and probably the
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backs of

office was kept at the corner of Main (now Warren)
Street and Pinkerton's Alley (now Hanover Street).
During- Washington's
John
second administration
Singer was postmaster, and kept the office at the

mails arrived here semi-occasionally on the
horses, then as time went on they came
daily by stage-coach, and people did not
improvements on the facilities they then

corner of Warren and Hanover Streets, in what was
afterwards the Franklin House.
Maj. Peter Gordon became postmaster in 1801 by
appointment of President Jefferson.
He kept the
In
office at the corner of State and Warren Streets.
1804 he was succeeded by Charles Rice, who continued

carriage of the mails by railroad was estab
lished, and now mails arrive and depart several times
each day, and they are conveyed with
rapidity that

Jackson, and kept the office in his house
in Warren Street.
President Tyler, in 1841, appointed Dr. John Mc
Kelway, who kept the office at No. 1 West State
Street. In 1845, President Polk appointed Joseph
Justice, Sr. He removed the office to the place where
it had, been kept by Mr. Wilson, in Warren Street,
opposite the termination of Quarry Street. In 1849,
John S. McCully was appointed by President Taylor.
He removed the office to 15J East State Street.
William A. Benjamin was appointed by Franklin
He continued the office for a time
Pierce in 1853.
but afterwards re
where Mr. McCully had kept
moved
to the City Hall, corner of State and Greene
to the corner
Streets. He subsequently removed
of Front and Warren Streets.
Early in the administration of President Lincoln,
Joshua Jones was appointed. He kept the office in
Greene State near State, at place known as Brear
ley's Corner.
He was succeeded, during Johnson's
administration, by F.
McNeely, who served about
four years, or till the middle of Gen. Grant's first
term. He removed the office to Taylor Hall, in
S.

a

it

it

it,

President

Greene Street.
1871 the present postmaster, Israel

Howell, was
He kept the office
by President Grant.
during three years at Taylor Hall, then during about
three years on the corner of Warren and Hanover

Streets, where the Franklin House formerly stood.
In August, 1877, the office was removed to the build

a

ing that had just been erected by the United States
government on the corner of State and Montgomery
United States court-house and postStreets for

a

which conversation
carried on extend from point
to point in all parts of the city.
Expresses. — Facilities for transportation have
come from the ox-cart carriage of former times to
the postal package and the safe and expeditious
expresses of the present. There are two expressoffices
in Trenton, through either of which goods
may, without risk to the sender, be transmitted to
almost any part of the world.

Avenues of Travel, Transportation, Etc. —Com
between Trenton and Philadelphia was
at first by means of the Delaware River in sloops,
which came up as far as the Falls. A route led across
the country to New Brunswick, and thus travelers
passed to arid from New York.
During many years
these were the principal avenues of travel and trans
portation between Trenton and these cities. In some,
however, the uncertainty of river navigation led to
the establishment of overland routes to Philadelphia;
on which the speed was not wholly dependent on the
munication

weather.

In 1870, Edward Young and Ichabod Grummond
informed " the publick that they have erected
com
pleat stage-waggon to go from this city (Philadel
phia^ Trenton and Elizabeth-Town, passing through
Bristol.''

The fare was thirty shillings in specie, and
was added " No run goods to be admitted in this

In

1781, Gershom

tised "

A

Johnson and James Drake adver

convenient

FLYING STAGE- WAGGON

with four horses at the end of every twenty miles
between Philadelphia and Elizabeth-Town via Tren
tri-weekly."
ton,
The fare was to be forty shillings,
gold
in
or silver, or the value thereof in other money.
presumable that in the latter part of the
It

a

third as United States court-room.
Mails. —Improvements in mail facilities have kept
even pace with the increase of population and the
development of business interests.
In former times

eighteenth

is

century other lines were established, the
memory of which
lost.
On the 13th of April, 1801, Thomas Porter adver
tised three trips weekly between Hummel's tavern
(corner of Warren and Bank Streets) and Philadel
pair of horses and coacher, during the
phia, with
summer season.
a

is

is

an elegant stone structure, one hundred and
sixty-five
ten by
feet, three stories in height.
The
lower story
used for the post-office, the second by
the judges and officers of the United States, and the

This

of that triumph
people
the
in widelyof modern science, the telephone,
separated portions of tbe city are able to converse as
though face to face, and the thread-like wires through

is

office.

Telephone. —By the introduction

a

In

appointed

was not dreamed of in former times.
Telegraph. — Time and space then came to be prac
tically annihilated by the establishment of telegraphic
here'
communication, and now there are two offices
through which messages may be sent or received.

a

removed the office to State Street, but soon
returned to Warren Street, near the place she left.
In 1835, Joseph Cunningham was appointed by
widow

enjoyed;

is

In 1825, James J. Wilson was appointed by John
Quincy Adams, and kept the office at 105 Warren
Street. After the death of Mr. Wilson, in 1826, his

look for

Finally

it

the office at the same place.

to arrive

On the 21st of the same month Joseph Vandegrift
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a daily line of stages each way between
Trenton and Philadelphia.
In 1802, Peter Probasco and John Dean ran also a
daily line of coaches. The same year also John C.
Hummel and John Carpenter started a line of " ac

Brook route of the Pennsylvania and Reading Road
at Delaware Junction, and thus east aud west on that
road. By way of the Freehold and Jamesburg Road

commodation

Delaware Bridge. — In 1801 a charter was granted
for a bridge across the Delaware River, but the com
mencement of its construction was delayed till 1804.
It was completed in 1806. During the construction
of this bridge a freshet occurred, which admonished
the builders of the necessity of building the piers
higher than they had planned.
The result was a

established

coaches."

In 1807 a line of " coacher" stages was run by
John Mannington, daily, at a fare of one dollar and
fifty cents.

In 1819 a line of coaches was established by John
Lafoucherie and Isaac Merriam, to connect with the
"Philadelphia"
steamboat
at the Bloomsbury wharf;
and in 1820, Charles B. Carman and Lewis Thomp
son ran a line between Trenton and Philadelphia,
by steamboat via Bristol. Fare, one dollar; break
fast, twenty-five

In

cents.

the Union Line of Trenton hacks ran to
Bloomsbury to convey passengers to and from the
"Trenton," "'Burlington,"
steamboats
and "Marco
Bozzaris." Each boat made a
daily round trip. The
1828

coaches ran between Trenton and New Brunswick.
C. H. Vandeveer also ran a line of mail-coaches be
tween Trenton and New Brunswick the same year;
T. Thompson also ran a coach
fare, one dollar.

J.

over the same route.

The Union Line of stage-coaches continued in oper
till the commencement of railroad travel, which,

ation

of course, superseded it.

In

1840

the steamboat

" Hornet" plied between

Trenton and Philadelphia ; fare, twenty-five cents ;
" Proprietor" ran in 1843, and the " Edwin For
the
rest" commenced in
1850, and still continues, regu
lating her run by the tides.
The Delaware and Raritan Canal was constructed
between 1830 and 1840, and facilities for transporta
tion such as had not before been enjoyed by this city

At about the same time railroad
were thus afforded.
began to be established, and this
communication
means of travel and transportation has effected the
here as elsewhere.
At that time the passage of travelers and goods
through Trenton had assumed an importance not
known before, and those were the palmy days of hotelsame revolution

keeping.

Freight and passengers were carried between Tren
ton and Philadelphia on the river in vessels, and
taken across the State in stage-coaches and what were
known as Brunswick wagons. From four to eight
stages, twice daily each way, were required for pas

sengers, and freight-wagons were passing constantly.
The first railroad passed this place at a distance of
six miles. It was operated by horses.

Trenton is now in direct communication by way of
the Pennsylvania Railroad with Philadelphia, New
York, Camden, Cape May, Atlantic City, and points
on the eastern shore of the Delaware River south,
points on the eastern
and with the Water Gap and
shore of the Delaware north.
It is also connected by a spur road with the Bound
44

from Monmouth Junction,
Long Branch.

it is. in connection with

bridge which has withstood the most disastrous floods
that have since occurred.
In the great freshet of
1841 five bridges above Trenton were carried away
and floated under this with but little damage to it.
The length of this bridge is eleven hundred feet.
Although the Bridge Company still exists pro forma,
the bridge

has in fact become the property of the
Amboy Railroad Company, and has
been leased to the Pennsylvania Railroad Company.
In 1875 the wooden superstructure was replaced by
Camden

and

one of iron.

Trenton City Bridge. — The Trenton City Bridge
Company was incorporated by act of the Legislature
in February, 1840. A supplement to this act was
passed in 1859, and the bridge was soon afterward
The capital stock of the company was fortyeight thousand dollars, and the cost of the bridge
was about sixty thousand dollars.
It is a substantial
wooden structure, and has not required any more
than ordinary repairs.
It was at the time of its erec
tion higher above the water than any other bridge

built.

over the Delaware River.
The superstructure rests on six piers, and has two
carriage- tracks and two footways.
The officers are
John S. Comfort, president; Philip P. Dunn, secre
tary ; and Jonathan Steward, treasurer.
Trenton Horse Railroad Company.

—This

com

pany was chartered March 9, 1859, by an act of the
Legislature.
The corporators were Timothy Field,
Robert Aitken, William M. Force, Lewis Perrine,
Thomas P. Johnson, Jonathan S. Fish, Charles Moore,
Joseph Whittaker, and James T. Sherman.
By an
ordinance of the Common Council of Trenton, the

" in Clinton
company was authorized to lay its track
and State Streets, with such other branches through
necessary."
such other streets as they shall deem
capital
of the company was $30,000,
Th£ authorized
with power to increase the same to

$100,000.

The

capital has been increased to $36,100.

In 1863 the construction of the road was com
menced, and the track was laid from the Pennsyl
vania Railroad Station on Clinton Street through
State Street as far as Calhoun.
A spur was also laid
through North Warren Street as far as Hanover.
A

few years later the track was extended along State
Street to Prospect Street, making a total length of a
mile and five-eighths.
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was enacted providing for
of engineers, consisting of one from each
company, who were to elect a chief engineer and two
assistants. This ordinance was at first satisfactory,
and received the assent of the different companies,
but in 1859 dissatisfaction arose, and it became a dead
1854 a new ordinance

a board

letter.

In 1866, at the suggestion of the different companies,
another ordinance was passed by the City Council
similar in its provisions to the one of 1854, but re
quiring one of the assistant engineers to be located

north and the other south from the Assanpink Creek.
By an ordinance of May 7, 1872, the appointment
of chief engineer and assistant engineers was vested

in the Common Council.
An ordinance of March 5, 1878, provided for the
election of these officers by a biennial convention
consisting of five delegates from each engine, hose,
and hook-and-ladder company; and this plan was also
embodied in the ordinance for the regulation of the

it,

is

:

The following have been the chief engineers John
P. Kennedy, William J. Idell, Jonathan S. Fish,
Charles Moore, John G. Gummere, Samuel P. Parham, A. S. Livingston, Levi J. Bibbins, Charles C.
Yard, John C. Weart, Thomas E. Boyd, William Ossenburg, Edward Mitchell, Charles A. Fuhrman, and
the present chief, Edwin S. Mitchell.
Union Fire Company. — This believed to be the
only company in the United States that has maintained
an unbroken organization during one hundred and
thirty-five years.

At
blacksmith's shop on the
meeting held in
corner of Greene and Front Streets, on the evening
of the 7th of February, 1747, by Messrs. Obadiah
Howell, George Ely, John Hunt, William Praskett,
and Thomas Tindall, preliminary arrangements for
the organization of
fire company were made. The
next evening they again met at the same place and
completed the organization under the above name.

William Praskett was made president, captain, and
treasurer, and George Ely, clerk.
On the 29th of
December, 1824, the company was incorporated by an
act of the Legislature.
The first apparatus consisted of buckets, baskets*
fire-hooks, and ladders.
In 1772 the company pur
chased
small engine, worked by two men. In 1786
larger one was purchased.
In 1798 one of the en
gines was stationed in Trenton and one on Mill Hill.

In 1813 six fire-ladders and seven fire-hooks were
added to the apparatus.
In 1832 double-decker was
purchased from a fire company in Philadelphia, and
in 1849
was rebuilt.
In 1855
was sold, and in
style,"
1856
new engine, " piano
was purchased at
cost of twelve hundred dollars.
In 1864 this engine
a

This ordinance was not entirely satis
factory, and the companies did not all adopt its pro
visions, but continued their independent action.

fire wardens.

than from fire.

it

regularly organized system.
On the 5th of May, 1846, the first ordinance for the
regulation of the fire department was adopted.
It
provided for a chief engineer, two assistants, and eight

water-tower, the Assanpink Creek, and the Delaware
With such an abundant supply, and with
there seems to be,
seven steam fire-engines to throw
in an ordinary conflagration, more danger from water

River.

was sold, and in 1865 the company received their first
steamer, and this was in 1880 replaced by their present
steam-engine.
pair of horses in
They purchased
a

years before that time, and other companies had from
time to time come into existence as the necessities of
the growing town and city required, but these com
panies acted independently, and of course their effi
ciency was not as great as it would have been under a

water-works that are distributed through the city there
and Raritan Canal, the Feeder, the

are the Delaware

a

to 1846 there
was no organized fire department in the city of Tren
ton. A fire company had been organized ninety-nine

has seven steam fire-engines, nine hose-carriages,
and one hook-and-ladder truck, all drawn by horses.
The supply of water for the extinguishment of fires
In addition to the hydrants of the city
is ample.

a

Y. Bamford, treasurer.
Fire Department of Trenton. — Prior

Charles

It

a

The company has ten cars constantly running, be
sides an open summer-car for special occasions. The
William H.
officers are Adam Exton, president;
Skirm, vice-president ; H. B. Howell, secretary ; and

consists of a chief engineer,
two assistant engineers, seven fire wardens, and mem
bers of engine, hose, and hook-and-ladder companies.

a

been taken.

Council.
The fire department

it

The directors are Lewis Perrine, Strickland Kneass,
Charles L. Pearson, E. F. Green, H.
D.Welsh, Ashbel Welch, president; Hugh B. Ely,
secretary and treasurer. The superintendent is Thos.
S. Morris.
Company.— This company was
The City Railway
incorporated under the general law in 1875.
Ordi
nances were enacted by the Common Council author
izing the construction of this road, and the work was
The cars commenced to run in
commenced in 1876.
August of that year.
A double track extends through the city from
Chambersburg to Millham, on Broad, Greene, Perry,
and Clinton Streets. The authorized capital is fifty
thousand dollars, and of this forty -two thousand has

A. M. Fox, Dr.

a

gage express is conducted by this company.

The fire war
passed July 15, 1879.
dens, one for each ward, are appointed by the Com
mon Council.
The police and fire alarm telegraph of the city of
Trenton is under the charge of a superintendent, who
is appointed once in three years by the Common

fire department

a

Six cars are constantly operated on this railroad,
running at intervals of eight minutes. The city bag

a
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In 1788, Hezekiah Howell donated to the company
lot on which to build an engine-house.
This house
was removed in 1790 to near the.present location of the
Third Presbyterian Church. In 1823 the company
erected an engine-house in State Street, near the gov
ernment house, at a cost of three hundred and fifty
dollars. The present engine-house is in Perry Street,
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In 1804 a new engine was purchased at the price of
three hundred and sixty dollars. This engine required
six persons to work it. In the same year the old en
gine and engine-house were removed to a point on
Warren Street, near the present Feeder, and a new
"
house was built on its old site on the government

a

lot."

The first hose, fifty-two and a half feet, was pur
chased in 1806.
In 1810 the subject of constructing
cisterns and pumps for a supply of water was agitated,
and this was done soon afterward, or previous to 1814.

near Greene.

During its long existence this company has num
bered among its members many citizens of general as
well as local celebrity.
James Ewing, Benjamin
Smith, and Isaac Barnes were among the early presi
dents of the company.
The present officers are Aug. K. Forman, president ;
Jeffries, treas
Wilson E. Allen, secretary ; Joshua

In

1815 buckets were procured

for the company, and
members were no longer required to purchase them.
The company was incorporated with the usual

J.

powers by an act of the Legislature
passed Dec. 29, 1824.
In 1839 the Common Council appropriated a room
in the City Hall for the meetings of the fire companies,
corporate

urer; Jonathan R. Ely, foreman.
A company named the " Restoration" was in exist
ence at some time after the organization of the Union,
of the Hand-inand previous to the organization

of which there were then three, — the Union, Handin-Hand, and Resolution.
In the same year both this company and the Union
organized companies of boys, and turned over to them
their small engines.

Hand, but the only records concerning them are some
incidental entries in those of the Hand-in-Hand.
Hand-in-Hand Fire Company. — The organiza
tion of this company took place at the house of RensThe orig
salaer Williams, on the 2d of April, 1772.

In

the company purchased a new engine, and
was thoroughly repaired.
In 1868 this company received its first steam fireengine.
Its present steamer was purchased in 1879.
1848

inal members were Joseph Toy, David Cowell, M.D.,
Renssalaer Williams, Isaac Pearson Rodman, Archi
bald William Yard, Joseph Clunn, Richard Borden,

in

and Samuel Bellerjeau.
The company was equipped

The engine-house was removed from the govern
corner of the academy lot,
in Academy Street ; then to the rear of the American
Hotel, where, in 1850, it was sold, and a building in
Chancery Street, in the rear of the Chancery buildings,
was rented. In 1861 the city built the present enginehouse, in Willow Street near State, and the company
took possession of it in September of that year.
In 1868 a heating apparatus was introduced in this
engine house for the purpose of keeping the water in
the boiler heated, so that the engine could quickly be

with five hooks and

houses,
serving our own and our fellow-townsmen's
fire." The rules which this
goods, and effects from
constitution prescribed for the guidance of the mem
bers of the company would now excite a smile.
called

" The Fishing Island Lottery,"

ready for work.
In 1867 the company purchased a bell of nine hun
pounds'
dred
weight, at a cost of two hundred dollars.
In 1851 a hose-carriage was purchased, and the

was

to raise money for the purchase of an en
Regular
gine, but a sufficient sum was not realized.
semi-monthly meetings were held till 1776, when the
Revolution scattered the inembers, and no meetings
instituted

company was divided, a portion taking charge of the
hose-carriage, though both were under the same gov
The two organizations were merged in one
ernment.
again in 1854.
This hose-carriage, which was known

year an arrangement

In
were held till 1779.
was made with the Resolution Fire Company for the
use of its machine till that company should reor
ganize.
This was probably a small engine, as only
required to work it. It appears to have
men
were
two
enginebeen the custom at that time to locate an

as the Neptune, was in use until it was worn out.
The
company purchased a team in 1870.
As in the case of the Union Fire Company, many
distinguished citizens have been members of this or
ganization.
Among the presidents of the company

house on any vacant lot, and to remove it to suit the
In 1780 the company had
convenience of the owner.
In
an engine-house, but it had no doors or locks.
1784 they were notified by the clerk to assist in re
engine-house to the lot of Abraham
moving their
"
engineHunt, and in 1798 it was ordered that the
placed
on
stone
house be removed from the road and

pillars close by the house where Mrs. Taylor lives (in
State Street), over the old cellar, and flush with the
fence."

it

ment lot to the southwest

ladders, in addition to which each member was re
quired by the constitution to " provide himself at his
own proper cost.and charge two leather buckets, one
basket,"
and these articles
bag, and one convenient
were to be used for no other purpose "than for pre

A lottery,

1854

John Beatty, Aaron Dick
H. Wells, Alexander Cham

appear the names of Gen.

inson Woodruff, Gideon
bers, and others.

The following are the officers of this company : W.
president; James S. Kryer, secretary;
James A. Howell, treasurer; John J. Doran, foreman.
Resolution Fire Company. — From the meagre
records of this company but little can be learned of its
S. Ashmore,

I
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It was organized Feb. 4, 1804, and in
early history.
corporated Dec. 28, 1824.
Zachariah Rossell was
president of the company during most of the period
of its existence, and Samuel Evans, Charles Bur
roughs, Charles Parker, Edward W. Scudder, Charles
Moore, and Benjamin Moorehouse were its secretaries.
It was divided into three sections or committees,
called the ladder committee, the alarm committee,

and the bucket committee, each having particular
duties assigned to it. At first the company had what
was known as a bucket-engine, but in 1839 this was
put in charge of a company of boys, who kept it in
their care till it came in possession of the Good Will

A new suction and propelling en
Company in 1849.
gine was purchased in 1837, at a cost of four hundred
and fifty dollars.
In October, 1848, the Good Will Fire Company be

came auxiliary to this, and on the 2d of April, 1849,
" the members of the Resolution

as the record states,

Fire Company severally resigned, and the secretary
was authorized to hand all the books and effects to
Company."
the president of the Good Will Fire

Will Fire

Company. — This company was
on the 7th of February, 1848, but it dates
its organization Feb. 4, 1804, because it became first
auxiliary to and successor of the Resolution Company,
which was organized at that time. It at first used the
Good

organized

old bucket-engine of the Resolution Company, after
In 1849 it came in
changing it to a suction-engine.
possession of the property of the Resolution Fire
Company, and in 1850 it purchased a new and elegant
engine at a cost of two thousand dollars.

This engine

till

the company received its first steamer
in 1864. The steam-engine now in use by the com
pany was purchased in 1881. Its team was purchased
in 1871, and put in service July 4th of that year.
The first engine-house of this company was an old
was used

one-story building in Front Street, near Willow.
Thence it removed to another old one-story house in
Warren Street. This had two planks under the
wheels of the engine for a floor, and an old stove
rolled against the door for a lock.
In 1849 the city built an engine-house in Washing
ton Street for this company.
This was occupied till
1861, when the present convenient and fine house in

Warren Street near Factory was erected.

This was

afterward enlarged and a stable was added. A large
tower in the rear of the engine-house was completed
in 1870. It is seventy feet in height, and in it was
placed an alarm-bell of two thousand pounds' weight
that the company purchased at a cost of eleven hun
dred dollars.

This was the first uniformed fire company in Tren
ton, and it is said that its example did much to stim
ulate an esprit de corps among the other companies.
An entire company in the war of the Rebellion
was made up of volunteers from this fire company.
Then the number of members in each fire company
was not limited as at present. Charles Moore was

president of this company at the time of its organ
ization.
The officers are Eckford Moore, president ;
Thomas D. Cassidy, secretary ; Charles K. Fox, treas
urer; and Samuel Wilham, foreman.
Eagle Fire Company. — On the 15th of June,
citizens met at the house of John
1821, twenty-two

Hutchinson and organized the " Eagle Fire Company
Hill,"
of Mill
by the adoption of a constitution and
the choice of the following officers : Gideon H. Wells,
president; Lewis Evans, vice-president ; Thomas W.
Morgan, secretary; Jesse Redman, treasurer; and
Robert Chambers, inspector.
Feb. 26, 1830, the company was, by an act of the
The corporators were
Legislature, incorporated.
Robert Chambers, Fairfax Abell, Richard J. Boud,
Wollaston Redman, John Wbitaker, and William
Wain. The first engine used by this company was
procured soon after its organization.
It was built by
Pat Lyon, of Philadelphia, and was worked from the
ground.
The second, purchased in 1847, was a

double-decker, and its cost was seven hundred and
In 1864 this company purchased
seventy dollars.
the first steam fire-engine that was brought to the
city. It has been considerably repaired, buj; it is still.
in use.
The engine-house of the company was a one-story

building, sixteen by thirty feet, located on Broad
Street, on the lot where the court-house now stands.
The hooks and ladders were chained to an adjoining
fence, and fastened with a paddock.
In 1836 the lower story of the school-house was
fitted up for an engine-house, and the old house was
In 1849 a small engine-house was erected in
Market Street, and was used by the company till
1858, when the city built the present house in Broad

sold.

Street near Centre.

In November, 1830, William C. Howell offered a
resolution " that in future the company abstain from
the use of ardent spirits in meetings of business, and
that our usual mode of throwing in our sixpences be
continued, and be given for the use of the house."
This was laid over from meeting to meeting till May,
1831, when the motion for its adoption was lost.
The engine-house of this company in Broad Street

was the first erected by the city.
It has since been
enlarged and improved, and the city has supplied
all
the companies with houses.

The presidents of this company have been Gideon
H. Wells, Richard J. Boud, Joseph Whittaker, John
O. Raum.
John Farrell is president ; Jesse Thornley,
secretary; William Ossenburg, treasurer; and James
Phillips, foreman.
Soon after the steamer was received
procured ; for this company as well

a

team was

as others

soon
learned by experience that to draw a heavy machine
by hand was severe exercise.
On the 31st of January, 1833, the company was
incorporated
by an act of the Legislature.
corporators

were

Benjamin

The
Fish, John B. Abbot
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Maturin Redway, Jacob B. James, Charles Skelton,
Thomas M. Hamilton, William R. Howell, John
Phares, and John Sunderland.
The present officers
are Levi J. Bibbins, president;
John E. Brelsford,
secretary; A. J. Walker, treasurer; James R. Gould,

Harmony Fire Company. — A feeling of insecurity
among the people in the northern part of tbe city led
to the organization, on the 9th of May, 1849, of the
Harmony Fire Company.
The other engines were
located in the lower part of the city.

foreman.

An appropriation towards the purchase-price of an
engine was made by the Common Council, and in
January, 1852, their first machine was received. This
was repaired in 1857.
A new hose-carriage was pur
chased in 1864, at a cost of two hundred and seventy-

Company.— No record shows
organization
the date of the
of this company. It is
known that it existed prior to April 5, 1821, for under
that date there is a list of seventy-six active and twelve

Delaware

Fire

members. It had also purchased two en
gines, as appears from entries without date in the
books of the treasurer, at a cost of two hundred and
thirty dollars. It is said of one of these that, though
unpretentious in its appearance, it was an efficient

honorary

machine.

In March, 1856, the company purchased a new handengine for one thousand dollars.
In 1866 a new
steam fire-engine was received, and this was, in 1870
It was used
-71, thoroughly repaired and improved.
till 1881, when the present steamer of the company
was purchased.
The first engine-house was a small one-story wooden
building on the southerly side of Bridge Street, near
Warren.
In 1856, when the new hand-engine was
purchased, the company bought another engine-

house on the north side of Bridge Street, near Fair.
In the autumn of 1868 this was abandoned, and the
that the city had built in Warren Street

engiuei-house
, was occupied.

Trenton Hose Company. — During

five dollars, and in the same year the company re
ceived its first steamer. This was replaced by the
present steam-engine in 1880.

In 1852 the company's first engine-house was erected
on the site of its present building, in Warren Street,
near Tucker. This was burned in the same year, and
the company erected another on Princeton Avenue,
near Pennington, which it occupied till its present
house was built.

The company purchased a team in the spring of
A bell was procured in 1869.
The company was incorporated by an act of the
The corporators were
Legislature, March 2, 1855.
George D. Sunningshire, Samuel F. Bellerjeau, James
S. Robinson, John B. Creed, Samuel J. Price, Matthew
1866.

Moses, Samuel O. Bellerjeau, Charles Meyer, John
Brades, Charles Sweet, and John Haws.
John Taylor is president ; Philip C. Kulp, secre
tary ; William W. Fell, treasurer ; and Walter Lan
ning, foreman.

tbe winter of

Protection

Company. —

Hook-and-Ladder

which was composed of Germans,
in 1850.
Its apparatus was housed

1838-39 an unusual
number of fires occurred in
Trenton, and although the supply of engines was

This company,

ample, it was found that hose and the means for its
transportation were deficient.
The necessity which
thus became apparent led to the organization of the
Trenton Hose Company on the 8th of March, 1839.

in the Good Will engine-house, and when the com
pany was disbanded, in 1855, its property was turned

Its first officers were A. P. Atkinson,
George Furman, vice-president;
Charles
jean, secretary ; Samuel F. Hart, assistant
George W. Van Hart, treasurer ; Charles
son, John R. S. Barnes, and David L.

president;

ence was brief.

secretary ;

C. Mayer, secretary ; and William Pheyt, secretary.

W. John

America Hose and
Company. —•In January,

C. Belle-

Anderson,

directors.

At

first a hose-carriage

was borrowed

from

the

but a new one was soon
purchased, and a small and inconvenient building in
Warren Street was used tor a hose-house. Another
Resolution

Fire Company

hose-carriage

;

was afterwards

purchased

to replace

the first, and the company removed first to a house
in Hanover Street, then to near the corner of Han
In 1866 the city purchased this
over and Greene.
property, and erected thereon a brick hose-house.
An excursion was made by this company in 1868
to Boston and Lynn, in which cities marked honor
was bestowed on it. The presidents of the company
and George Furman.
officers
: Edward T. Green,
the
are
The following
president; J. Brad. Parker, secretary; George Fur
man, treasurer; and Lewis Baker, foreman.
have been

A. P. Atkinson

was organized

over to the Good

Will

Company.'

This was an efficient company, although its exist
Its officers were Simon Rahnweiler,
Joseph
president; Joseph Reubins, vice-president;
Steam
1859,

Fire - Engine

the America Hose

Company was organized by members from the Handin-Hand Fire Company, and it was incorporated Feb.
14, 1860.

The company purchased its first hose-carriage from
the Hope Hose Company, of Philadelphia, at a cost
of two hundred dollars, and first housed it at the GoodWill engine-house, in Washington Street. The city
first erected for the company a framed house in Mont
gomery Street, near Perry; in 1870 the house now
occupied in Perry Street, east from the canal.
The company resolved to purchase a steam fire-en
gine, and for this purpose procured subscriptions to
the amount of two thousand dollars.
This was during
the war of the Rebellion, and the enlistment of most
of the members of the company caused the abandon
ment of the project for the time. In 1868 the engine
was purchased,

and it is still in use.

It

cost four

HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

680

thousand dollars, and the team and harness, which
were purchased in 1870, cost four hundred and ten
In 1870 the company purchased a bell at a
dollars.
Officers: Abraham
cost of three hundred dollars.
Chamberlain, president ; John B. Gandy, secretary ;
William McGill, treasurer; and Charles Q. Carman,
foreman.

Within two hours after the receipt of the news of
the fall of Fort Sumter thirty-two members of this
company enlisted.

Ossenburg Hose Company. — This company was

It

organized

with

Sept. 22, 1873.
was at first furnished
In 1875 it provided itself with
a hand-carriage.

It is now well supplied with
members
have a tasteful uniform.
and
the
equipments,
The present officers are Thomas Leonard, president;

a new hose-carriage.

John Hingley,

secretary; E. R. Taylor, treasurer;
George W. Lawtou, foreman.

Washington Hook-and-Ladder Company. —
This was organized May 22, 1873. Its organization
grew out of an evident necessity for an active hookand-ladder company, as there was not at that time a
company that operated with hooks and ladders exclu
sively.
On its organization the Trenton Hose Com
pany presented it with hooks and ladders and car
riage.

The company's house in Warren Street, near Fac
tory, was erected by the city in 1877-78. In the year
following the company procured a new horse truck.

The officers are Charles Tye, president; John E.
Little, vice-president ; James Maher, secretary ; Ab
and John Camanade,
ner R. Lanning, treasurer;
foreman.

The manual force of the department at the present
time, April 19, 1882, consists of one chief engineer,
two assistant engineers, seven fire wardens, one su
perintendent of fire-alarm telegraph, three hundred
and forty-eight members of engine companies, seventy

members of hose companies, and thirty-four members
of the hook-and-ladder
company, making a total
membership of four hundred and fifty-two, an increase
of one hundred and four members during the last two
years.

The apparatus of the department consists of seven
steam fire-engines, nine hose-carriages, and one hookand-ladder truck.
The apparatus of the several com
panies are all drawn by horses, and are all in first-class

The Eagle Company have contracted with
Clapp & Jones, of Hudson, N. Y., for a third-class
engine.
The citizens of Trenton have just cause to
be proud of the apparatus connected with the depart

order.

ment at present.

There is probably

no city in the
whose fire depart

"volunteer" was added to the title of the association
by an act of the Legislature in 1878.
The organization of the association was effected
mainly through the instrumentality of A. S. Living
ston, at that time chief engineer of the fire depart
ment.
Subsequently the management of the association
was changed, and now the board of trustees consists of
three from each company in the fire department, one
of whom is elected by the company each year, for the
term of three years.

To all firemen who are disabled in the line of duty
dollars- per week is paid during the
continuance of such disability, and on the death of
any fireman a funeral benefit of fifty dollars is paid
to his family or relatives.
The funds of the association are derived from a tax
on all foreign insurance companies doing business in
These funds now
the city under the law of 1867.
amount to thirteen thousand dollars, invested in real
the sum of five

estate and bonds and mortgages.

The present officers are C. W. Biles, president ; Wil
Thomas Leonard,
liam S. Zehner, vice-president;
secretary; George Furman, assistant secretary; Chas.
Megill, treasurer ; and Thomas E. Boyd, Louis Cour
tier, and Albert Rainbow, financial committee.
Manufactures. — Various branches of manufacture
have been undertaken in Trenton and afterwards
abandoned, either because they had ceased to be re
munerative or because attention was attracted to more
profitable avenues of industry, or for reasons that it
Some of these were
is now difficult to determine.
carried on with success during many years, and others
had only an ephemeral existence. Among the former
may be named paper manufactories, of which there
have been several, also cotton-mills and calico-print
ing works. Distilleries and tanneries formerly ex
isted here, but with changing circumstances they
have passed away.
There have also been manufac
tories of spikes, nails, leather belting, buttons, violins,
Some of the build
locomotives, cars, carriages, etc.
ings in which these manufactures were carried on
have gone to decay, some have been destroyed by
floods, others by fire, and many have been converted
to other uses.

Trenton Water-Power. — In 1831 the Trenton
Delaware Falls Company was incorporated with a
perpetual charter. In that year work was commenced
on what is known as the Trenton water-power, and it
was completed in 1834.
The engineers were Benja
min Wright, Charles Potts, and Stephen
At first there was a wing-dam constructed

H. Long.
at Scud-

country of the same population
ment apparatus equals that of Trenton.

der's Falls, seven miles above the city, and the water
was taken from the river above this dam through a

Trenton. — Under

race to the city, where it is utilized for mills and
manufactories of various kinds. It has proved to be,
as was foreseen, a very important factor in the pros
perity of the city.
The wing-dam which was first built was after-

The Volunteer Fire Association for the
Relief of Disabled Firemen of the City of

the act of 1853 for the incorpora
tion of benevolent and charitable associations, this
in November, 1855.
was incorporated
The word

CITY OF TRENTON.
wards converted into a complete dam ; but this, be
cause of the lack of the necessary legislation, has not
been kept in good condition, and during times of low
water the supply is not what it might otherwise be.
A head and fall of thirteen to sixteen feet is made
along this artificial channel, and many
manufactories of various kinds are propelled by it.
The officers of the company are F. J. Slade, presi
dent ; Joseph Stokes, vice-president and general su
and George W. Vankirk, secretary.
perintendent;
The capital stock of the company is one hundred
available

thousand dollars.

Saw-Mills. —Several saw-mills have at different
times been built and carried on in Trenton.
Some
of these have been destroyed, or have disappeared
with the lapse of time, and others have been con
verted to other uses as the forests have been cleared
away.
One was erected by Benjamin Fish, George S.
Green, and Charles Green, on the west side of the
water-power, at the foot of Lodge Alley.
It was car
ried on by the firm that built it till the death of
Charles Green iu 1848.
It was then run by Benja
min Fish and George S. Green

till

, Green became the sole proprietor,

1876, when

Mr.

and he has con

tinued to conduct the business since.

The capacity of this mill is three million feet of
per annum.
Eighteen men are employed,
and the annual production is a little less than the
capacity of the mill. The machinery is propelled

lumber

by water from the water-power.
The hemlock timber that is here manufactured into
lumber is brought down the Delaware River in rafts,
and floated through the water-power to the mill.
The white pine is floated down the Susquehanna

River into Chesapeake Bay, and up Back Creek to
the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, through which
it is taken to the Delaware River, up that river to
Bordentown, and through the Delaware and Raritan
Canal to Trenton, where it is floated through the
Feeder to a point near the mill.
Flour Mills. — As elsewhere stated, the first mill
erected in Trenton was the log grist-mill of Mahlon
In 1690 it was
Stacy, which was erected in 1680.
purchased by William Trent, who built in its place a
Gideon H. Wells
stone mill two stories in height.
This
afterward converted it into a cotton-factory.
building remained without change till 1843, when it
The paper-mill
was partially destroyed by a flood.
of Henry McCall was afterwards erected on the same

It, too, has disappeared.
Walton's Flour-Mill. — The stone mill at the
foot of Mill Street, on the Delaware River, was built
site.

by Daniel Cox in 1824, and it has ever since been
used as a flouring-mill. It has been owned by David
Brister, B. Titus, James Hunt, Mr. Thomas, John
Sager, Robert D. Cary, James M. Redmond, and Mr.

Brister again.
the water-wheel,

Mr. Brister was crushed and killed by
which he was assisting to clean, in

1851.

It
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was afterwards

carried

on by Benjamin

Fish, and then by Jonathan S. Fish. In October,
1867, Charles Walton purchased this mill from Mr.
Fish, and he is still the owner. Externally the build
ing has not been changed (except by whitewash)
since its erection.
In 1878, Mr. Walton renewed the
machinery.
It has four run of stones. It is wholly
a merchant mill.
Warren Street City Mill.—This was the first
flouring-mill erected on the water-power.
It is lo
cated at the junction of Warren Street and Assan
pink Creek, on the east bank of the race. It is built
of stone, three and one-half stories in height, with
forty feet front on Warren Street. It was erected by
Samuel S. and Thomas J. Stryker.
The next year
they built the brick grist- and merchant-mill in the
rear of it. This is three stories in height, thirty by
forty feet.
The stone mill was first run by David Brister, then
by S. S. Cooley, then by the owners till 1847, when it
was leased by Daniel B. Coleman and his father,

James G. Coleman.
1855, the business

After the death of the latter in
was continued by D. B. Coleman

and his brother Caleb.
In 1879, D. B. Coleman re
tired from the firm, and the business was conducted
by Caleb till December, 1881, when he was succeeded
by the present lessees, A. Thompson & Co. In 1879
the machinery of the mill was renewed, and the latest
improvements were adopted.
It is a merchant mill.
The brick mill was occupied till 1839 by David
Brister, then successively by William Lee, William
and Joshua Coleman, and S. S. Stryker, Jacob Zingenfuss, Temple & Son, and the present lessee, Har
mon H. Titus, who came in possession in the spring

of

1879.

It

is a custom

as

well

as a merchant

Moore's Flour-Mill.— The flour-mill

mill.
on the

corner of Warren and Factory Streets was built in
It was carried on at first by
1834 by Joseph Moore.

David Brister,

then, after April, 1838, by Imlah
Peter Crozer, under the firm-name of

Moore

and

Crozer

& Moore.

In

1854,

Mr. Crozer retired from

the firm, and the business was conducted by Imlah
and Charles Moore till the death of the latter, after

which it was continued by Imlah alone till 1878,
when it was leased to A. Sickle till 1881.
Imlah
Moore then carried it on for a year, and in the spring
of 1882 the present lessees, Zingenfuss & Co., took
possession. It is a merchant mill.
Cornelia Mill. — In 1847 a wooden building
stood on the site of this mill, corner of South War
ren and Factory Streets, and in 1852 a brick building
was erected there by Mr. Lodor. This was known as
In these build
the City Iron and Brass Foundry.
ings various branches of manufacture were at differ
ent times carried on.

The Cornelia Mill was built here by Edmund Craft
It is a fine brick structure, and the ma
1879.
chinery is used for the manufacture of what is termed
" new process" and other fine brands of flour
alone.

in
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It

is propelled by water from the Delaware Falls
Water Company's race, and by a steam-engine of
The mill was carried on by
seventy horse-power.
Craft & Howell till the spring of 1882, since which
time Howell & Sons have conducted it.
The building adjoining this mill was erected by
Mr. Craft in 1877. It is occupied by Charles Allen
and planing-mill, and in the upper
as a saw-mill
Bird has a carpet-cleaning estab
Fleetwood
story
lishment.

Phoenix Iron-Works. — At an early day Josiah N.
Bird and Edward D. Weld purchased the mill and
axe-factory of Jonas Simmons & Co., at the foot of
Mill Street. Here they established a machine-shop.
In 1849 they erected an iron foundry adjoining their
works, and in the same year they commenced the
manufacture of spikes.
They also engaged in the
manufacture of boilers and other heavy machinery,
also castings of various kinds, including stoves.
They subsequently in part discontinued the general
foundry business to engage more largely in that of
machinery.
Their business continued to expand till
in the panic of 1857 they failed, and their establish
ment was conducted by Liscomb R. Titus and Garret
Schenck.
In 1861, Charles Carr became the pro
prietor, and the name " Phoenix Iron-Works" was
given to the establishment.
Mr. Carr conducted the
business successfully, increasing his facilities from
time to time as his increasing patronage required.
In 1870 he purchased of Henry M. Lewis the paperadjoining1
mill
the Phcenix Works and converted it
into a pattern-shop.

In April, 1877, Mr. Carr died, and the works came
into the possession of W. D. Haven, who conducted
the business till 1878, when the Phoenix Iron Com
pany was incorporated, and by this company the
business has since been conducted.
The manufacture of machinery is still continued,
and to it has been added that of architectural iron
work, which is extensively carried on. There are
its'
seven buildings used by the company in
business,
and the machinery is driven partly by water from the
race of the Trenton water-power and partly by steam-

engines, of which there are two of thirty-five horse
power each. iTwo hundred and fifty men are em
ployed in the works, and three thousand tons of iron
are annually used, where in 1861 there were fourteen
men, and the yearly consumption of iron was four
hundred tons.

The officers of the company are W. D. Haven,
president and treasurer ; Randolph H. Moore, vicepresident; and Thomas Braden, secretary.

Wilson D. Haven,

president of the Phcenix Iron
in the city of Philadelphia,
July 7, 1835. His grandfather, Samuel Haven, was
a commissioned officer, and stationed on the Jersey
coast during the war of 1812, and the Haven family
were early residents of Monmouth County, N. J.
His father, a native of Monmouth County, N. J.,
Company,

was

born

the mason's trade in Philadelphia while a
young man, and there married Mary A. Wharton, a
The family
relative of Mayor Wharton of that city.
removed to Freehold, N. J., wher.e they were farmers
for a time, subsequently, in 1854, to New York, where
his father spent the remainder of his active life work
ing at his trade. He died in April, 1877, aged sev

learned

enty-two ; his wife in 1872, aged sixty-two years.
Of their three sons and five daughters, Wilson D.
Haven is eldest, received his early education in the
schools at Freehold, and at the age of thirteen began

a business life on his own account as a clerk in a
general store at Blue Ball, N.
After two years
mason
learned
attention
to
the
business,
he turned his
it with his father, and followed it until the fall of

J.

he went into the employ of James Booriginal
inventor of iron buildings. This
gardus, the
was his introduction into the iron business, which he
He was sent to the island of
has followed since.
1858, when

Cuba to erect a large sugar-house, after a short time
was made foreman, the following year superintendent,
and completed the building in five years. From 1864
to 1868 he was superintendent of the Architectural
Iron Company of New York, and for a year and a

half following of the Old Novelty Iron Company of
In 1870 the firm of Heuvelman, Haven
New York.
& Co. succeeded to the business of the Novelty
Iron Company, with their office located at 77 Liberty
Street, New York, and had their work done in Tren
ton by the late Charles Carr and the New Jersey
Steel and Iron Company.
Since 1870, Mr. Haven's principal business has been
with the United States government, and he has fur
nished the iron- work for most of the government build
ings

throughout

the country.

In

above the Phcenix Iron Company
sively engaged in the maunfacture
various

kinds, and has furnished

addition

to the

has been exten

of machinery of
the iron-work for

Mr.
the new Public Buildings in Philadelphia.
Haven began his business career without the aid of
friends, with no capital except willing hands and a
mind, and has succeeded in
clear, well-balanced
placing himself in the front rank of the business men
of New Jersey, being in 1882 at the head of the
largest iron manufactory of its kind established in
the State.

In addition to his regular business, Mr. Haven is
also interested in the manufacture of illuminating
gas, being president of the Fishkill and Mattewan
Gas-Light

Company, and a director of the Troy,
N. Y., Citizens' Gas-Light Company.
He was united in marriage in 1862 to Miss Han
nah, daughter of George Merrick, of Philadelphia.
They have one child, Florence A. Haven.
Watson's Machine-Works.— In 1864, Charles T.
Wetherill and John Watson established a machineshop at the corner of Warren and Factory Streets.
The business increased, and in 1866 Mr. Watson
erected a machine-shop thirty by fifty feet, two s'ories

^
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CITY OF TRENTON.
in height, on the corner of Fair and Factory Streets.
Mr. Wetherill died in that year. In 1872, Mr. Wat
son built a foundry forty by seventy-five feet next to
the machine-shop, and purchased a blacksmith's shop
from Joseph Brearley in 1875.
In 1881 he enlarged
the machine-shop to forty-five by seventy-five feet.

The business consists mainly of the manufacture of
steam-engines and mill machinery, and more especi
ally of pottery and rubber machinery.

Twenty-five men are employed in this establish
ment, and the machinery is driven by an engine of
twenty horse-power.
Vise-

and Tool-Works.— About

1850

Andrew

Thompson had a machine-shop in Union Street, where
the vise- and tool -works now are, and a Mr. Watson
manufactured rubbers in an upper room of the build
ing.
About 1860 Carr & Weld carried on a machine-

shop and foundry at the same place. Murray & Co.
succeeded Carr & Weld in the same business, with
the addition of vise and tool manufacture.
In 1871

Boker & Funke, of New York, became proprietors,
and they have continued to the present time in the
same line of business.
Their machinery, is driven by an engine of seventy-

five horse-power, and they employ one hundred and
twenty-five
workmen.
They manufacture vises,
sledges, hammers, picks, mattocks, grubbing-hoes,_
and many other kinds of tools, which find a market
in all parts of the world. They use annually six
hundred tons of iron and steel.

The Trenton Lock and Hardware Company —
The Trenton Lock Company was organized in ,1865,
and its works were erected on Railroad Avenue, near
Clinton Street. The business indicated by the title
of the company was continued till 1876, when the
company

failed.

In

the same

year tjhe Trenton

Lock and Hardware Company was incorporated, and
purchased the works of the old company.
This com

pany has since carried on business here. It manu
factures all varieties of locks, also builders' iron,
brass, plated, and bronze hardware,

The main building of the works is fifty by one hun
dred feet, and four stories in height.
The foundry is
forty-five by two hundred feet.
The machinery is
driven by an engine of sixty horse-power, and one
hundred and twenty-five workmen are employed.
The officers of the company are James M. Vance,
president ; and Joseph M. Smith, secretary, treasurer,
and general manager. .,
Thropp's Iron-Words'— In

1878,

John E. Thropp

the property at the foot of Lewis Street,
near the canal, and fitted it up for a foundry, boilerand machine-shop, and commenced the manufacture

purchased

of boilers, engines, pottery machinery, and miscel
,The increase of the business necessi
laneous work.
tated larger accommodations, and in 1881 two ad
ditional buildings were erected, and the machine-shop

A fifteen horse-power engine is used
was enlarged.
in this establishment, and forty men are employed.
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Eagle Anvil-Works. — The first manufactory of
anvils ever established in this country, and at present
the only one in existence in the United States, was
first established at Newport, Me., in 1842, by the late
Mr. Mark Fisher.
He was the first discoverer of the
process of welding steel and >cast iron, and his dis
covery led to the establishment of this manufactory.

In 1849 the works were removed to Trenton, be
cause of the excellent water-power and the better
and iron.
The works
which they now occupy,
.on, the. Delaware
River near the foot of Factory
Street. At first ^ single two.-story building, forty by

.facilities

for

obtaining

coal

,w.ere erected here on the site

eighty feet, was, erected, ,anjl the fvofks had a capacity
for manufacturijggrabQut qne thousand anvils per year,
but a gradual, increasfthas.^akenr.place till now from
ten thousand to fifteen thousand .are produced an
nually",

j.i ,-_. .

;-¦;>
¦_-,,

,_,¦;,

the commencement of (this, business a strong
prejudic%,existed against past-iro,n anvils, but as their
utility, has ^become better known, and improvements

At

in their manufacture haye bgen introduced, this prej
udice has worn away, and! the present annual pro
It; is believed by many that
duction is the result.
fhpse anvils are superior to the imported ones, be
cause of the better , qualify of the steel with which
they are faced.
The manufacture

,

of the double screw parallel vise

was commenced soon after the works were established,
and its success has equaled that of the anvils.

The Fisher rail joint, also the invention of Mr.
Mark Fisher, has been manufactured here during the
last twenty years.
From fifty to sixty men are employed in. these
works, and the annual consumption of iron and steel
is between two and three thousand tons. The works
are owned and managed by Mr. Clark Fisher, a son
of Mark Fisher, and formerly a chief engineer of the

United States navy. ,.
Trenton Iron-Works— Feb. 16, 1847, the Tren
ton Iron Company was incorporated, with a capital
of five hundred thousand dollars. It was for the
manufacture of iron and articles of which iron con
stituted a principal part. The corporators were Peter
Cooper, James Hall, Edward Cooper, and Abram S.
Hewitt.
The company at once purchased the rolling-mill
of Peter Cooper, at the foot of Warren Street. In
1848 they purchased a controlling interest in the stock
of the Delaware Manufacturing Company, which sub
sequently became merged in the Trenton Iron Com
pany.

The works of the Delaware Company were located
on the old Sandtown road, now Hamilton Avenue,
near Broad Street, where the Trenton Iron Campany 's
works now are. .In 1848 these works consisted of a
framed building eighty feet square, which was used
mainly for th^manufacture of spikes and nails. Ad
ditions were made from time to time till in 1872 a
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large brick building was erected for the manufacture
of wire, which had previously been conducted in the

old rolling-mill. In April, 1875, this was burned,
but it was rebuilt and set in operation in two weeks
from the time when it was burned.
It stands on the
north side of Hamilton Avenue.
In 1877 the Trenton Arms and Ordnance Works,
on the south side of Hamilton Avenue, were pur
chased and converted into a wire manufactory.
The works at present-cover an area of eleven acres.

The annual capacity of these works is fifteen thousand
tons of wire and iron.
About five hundred and fifty
men are employed, and six large steam-engines and
many small ones are in use, the whole aggregating
fifteen hundred horse-power.
There are two steamhammers, seven heatiug furnaces, one double pud

dling furnace, one refinery, twelve forge-fires, and four
trains of rolls.
In the wire-mills are fifty large blocks and one
hundred small ones.
There is also apparatus for
and
galvanizing
turning wire. Attached to the works
is a machine-shop for the manufacture and repair of
the machinery in the mills.
In 1866 the New Jersey Steel and Iron Company
was formed, and acquired the property at the foot of
Warren Street which had been used by the Trenton
Iron Company as a rolling-mill. The capital stock
of the company is fifty thousand dollars, having been
reduced from time to time as branches have separated
from it.

The company now consists of Edward Cooper,
Abram S. Hewitt, and the estate of Charles Hewitt.
Abram S. Hewitt is president; William Hewitt, vicepresident; James Hall, treasurer; and E. Hanson,
secretary.

Hon. Charles Hewitt. — Charles Hewitt was born
Dec. 18, 1824, in New

John Hewitt, of
who

York

Cannock,

City.

His

father was

Staffordshire, England.
in 1798, married Ann

came to this country
Gurnee, of Rockland County, N. Y., a lady of Hugue
not descent, and brought up a large family of children,
among whom the Hon. Abram S. Hewitt, of New
York, and the subject of this sketch are most widely
known.
Charles Hewitt attended one of the public schools
of New York until, at the age of eleven years, he had

reached the highest class, when he was taken from
school and placed as clerk with an insurance company
in Wall Street. Here he remained about six years.
His brother Abram, two years his elder, was at Co

lumbia College during part of this time, and relates
that Charles, by devoting all his leisure hours to study,
and availing himself of fraternal assistance every
evening, actually, without attending college at all,
went through the whole course of instruction, so that

the honorary degree of A.M. was conferred upon him
as a recognition of his scholarship and
At the age of seventeen he had qualified him
merit.
self for the position of tutor of mathematics in the

by Columbia

grammar school attached to the college.
After a few
months'
service in this capacity he was appointed
principal in one department of the school, an office
which he continued to hold until 1845, the late Pro
fessor Anthon being throughout his earnest friend
and patron.

In the year last mentioned he became cashier and
book-keeper at the iron-works of Peter Cqoper, in
Trenton, N. J. Several years later he had risen to
be general

manager of the business in both its com

mercial

and its manufacturing departments, but be
fore assuming this responsibility he had prepared
himself through a practical course rarely undertaken
by educated men. He began as a puddler's assistant,
and worked his way to the rank of master-puddler ;
went from this department to that of rolling, where
he acquired a similar practical knowledge. of details;
and, in short, upon becoming, after three years of
manual labor, the actual manager of the works, he
could say, what few men in similar positions are able
to say, that there was no portion of the business, high
or low, which he did not completely understand and
had not with his own hands practiced.

At

Hewitt took charge of
Iron-Works (now known as the works of
the New Jersey Steel and Iron Company, but still
owned by Cooper, Hewitt & Co., as the successors of
Peter Cooper), the practice of American rolling-mills
was in its infancy.
Since that day it has been revo
lutionized, and in this progress Mr. Hewitt, as will be
the time when Charles

the Trenton

seen, bore an honorable

In

part.

Mr. Lewis Schofield was still super
intendent of the works, Mr. Hewitt invented a doublegrate reverberatory, the peculiarity of which consisted
in its having a second bottom and a second grate, which
might be called a recruiting or augmenting grate, its
1848, while

purpose being solely to increase the waste heat suffi
ciently to perform similar work again upon a second
bottom. A number of these furnaces were constructed
and operated for a time, showing a marked economy
in the consumption of fuel. In later years, however,
it has been found more convenient and effective to

utilize the waste heat of furnaces for generating
steam.
In this direction, also, Mr. Hewitt made
great improvements in the ordinary arrangements of
furnace-boilers.
The arrangement now used in con

nection with all the furnaces in the Trenton Iron
Company's mill, and with some at the New Jersey
Steel- and Iron-Works, was
invented by him in the
early part of 1875.
These boilers have excited a
great deal of interest among rolling-mill
men, and
are undoubtedly
the best furnace-boilers
in use.

They save from twenty-five to thirty per cent, in
the consumption of fuel over the ordinary furnaceboilers.
No flame is ever seen issuing from the
chimney, and so little heat escapes that it has been

found practicable and more convenient to have the
damper at the bottom of the chimney, just
above the
boilers, than at the top, as in most Furnaces.
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the metal. A few of these wheels were put in use,
and after running constantly for over fifteen years
had not suffered much from wear. It is believed that
in many respects they are superior to the ordinary
car-wheels of the present day.

Perhaps the most important inventions of Charles
Hewitt are those relating to the inauguration of the
three-high rail and beam-rolling mill in this country.
clearers" invented
"
These are the yielding guides or
in 1854 (Mr. Hewitt was then superintendent of the
Trenton Iron- Works), the "movable tables or plat
forms" invented in 1859, and the " stationary or sus
pended middle roll" invented in 1861.
A detailed
description of these inventions was given in a series
of articles by Mr. William Hewitt, published in the

Iron Age in October, November, and December, 1875,
of Roll
on the "Construction and Management

Trains."

We have never seen any denial, and we do
not think any denial could be maintained, of the
claims advanced in these articles as to the priority of
Mr. Charles Hewitt in some of these devices, for
which other persons, doubtless upon independent dis
covery, have received credit.
The movable tables were invented in 1859. Mr.
Hewitt found that great difficulty was experienced by

the men at the beam-rolls in handling the iron for
He conceived
some heavy beams about to be rolled.
weight of the iron might be used to
the idea that the
This idea flashed
raise and lower itself at the rolls.
However
upon him one day like an inspiration.

and delivered into the next succeeding groove. A
slight steam pressure is used to overcome the friction
of the machine, which cannot be allowed for by the
weights employed.
This invention has never been
put into use in the complete form described in the
article published in the Iron Age; but a rude variety
of
operating on one side of the train only, was
applied to the beam-mill of the old Trenton Iron-

Works (now the New Jersey Steel and Iron Company)
about 1860, and was used there for about twelve years
It was finally
with great success and satisfaction.
machine operated by
removed and replaced with
hydraulic power, involving similar principles of con

There are those who regard Mr. Hewitt's
machine, in its complete form, as superior to any now
would operate on both sides of the
in use, since
economical of power and labor.
more
train, and be
It was the first machine of the kind ever applied to
and
embodies,
the three-high mill in this country
in germ at least, all the essential principles of the

struction.

various devices now in use for moving iron or steel at
" The movable floors
His claim was this
the rolls.
supports
or other metal at
for
iron
moving
B,
or
the rolls while in process of manufacture, constructed
and operated as described, or otherwise substantially
same.''
the
With regard to the stationary or suspended middle
given in
detailed description
roll, of which also
few
the articles in the Iron Age, above referred to,
a

upon the disk and cast solid with it. The tire is
poured first, so that this wheel is peculiarly free from
those internal strains frequently found in ordinary
car-wheels, arising from the unequal shrinkage of

the iron ; but when it is on the other side of the
rolls farthest from the fulcrum, the weight of the iron
will lift the weight on the long arm, and the iron
In the machine, as patented,
itself will descend.
the floors correspond with the short arm of the lever,
and instead of moving straight up and down, move
in circular arcs toward the rolls, thus throwing the
iron, which rests on rollers in the floor, into the
groove.
At the same time one of the floors has a
side motion, by which the iron is brought opposite

lift

it

are deepest at the hub, and gradually become shal
lower as they converge from it till they meet in a
plain circle at the tire, affording a very strong and,
The
at the same time, a light body for the wheel.
hub and tire are of cast iron, being poured separately

is

its flat side till the two ends a b meet, it will give a
very good idea of the appearance of this disk and the
The corrugations
manner in which it was formed.

just balances the weight of the iron to be
At this
rolled at a certain point on the other arm.
point is the train of rolls, the arm of the lever being
bent around below them. Now, it is evident that
when the iron is on the side of the rolls nearest the
fulcrum of the lever the weight on the long arm will
which

;

If

a narrow strip
These corrugations were peculiar.
of paper is taken and folded up alternately by lap
ping it first one way and then the other, so that when
opened its section will be a zigzag line, thus — "VVVV6,
and the strip is then twisted around in the plane of

stantly turning, the bar after that being alternately
raised and lowered, and passing through all the
grooves without being touched by hand.
The gen
eral principle of the machine may be illustrated as
follows: Imagine a scale with a long and a short
arm ; at the end of the long arm hangs a weight

a

liar and ingenious construction. The disk of the wheel
was formed of wrought iron, fashioned from a flat piece
bent into circular form by making corrugations in it.

of the same size, so that a small bar of wood may be
used to illustrate the motions of the machine and the
iron. It is merely necessary for the operator to enter
the bar in the first groove, and keep the rolls con

:

was subsequently conceived or adopted by others, and
is now said to be a principle universally employed in
spike-machines.
In 1855 he took out a patent for a car-wheel of pecu

it may seem, by a little thought it will
soon be seen that the idea is not so absurd as it first
appears. The model of this machine in the PatentOffice has a series of grooves turned in the rolls, all

a

The idea, although not practically elaborated by him,

paradoxical

it

Mr. Hewitt filed a caveat for an improve

A

1851,

it,

In

ment in railroad and other spikes, but never took out
It related to the manner
a patent for the invention.
of cutting the bar of which the spikes were formed.

685
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In the ordinary arrangement the
bottom roll is stationary, while the top and middle
rolls are adjustable. The great objection to this is
that the upward pressures on the middle roll have to
be transmitted to the housings through the chucks
words must suffice.

and journals of the top roll, upon which a heavy
With a stationary or sus
wear is thus produced.
pended middle roll and adjustable top and bottom

rolls, the pressures on the middle roll are transmitted
In short, Charles Hewitt
directly to the housings.
was one of the foremost pioneers of the American
system of rolling rails and beams, and every three-

high rail-mill and beam-mill in this country or any
other may justly be regarded as a monument to his
genius.

At the beginning of the war great trouble was ex
perienced by the government in obtaining good arms.
Abram S. Hewitt, at the request of the Secretary of
War, went to England, bought up all the suitable iron
that was to be had, and studied the conditions of its
manufacture.
Meanwhile, Charles Hewitt undertook
to manufacture such iron in this country ; and the
firm promised to give him a house

in rolling gun-barrels
Dyer,

superintendent

if he should

to the satisfaction
of the Springfield

The rolls were made, and

the

first

succeed

of Maj.
Armory.

gun-barrels

were sent to the Springfield Armory to be tested.
It is said that the first report that Charles Hewitt
received concerning them was in the shape of a
telegram from his brother, — " Build your house !"
The manufacture of these gun-barrels resulted in

subsequently known as the "Trentonrifles,"
which were largely used during
'
the war in defense of the Union. The house in which
the family now lives is the one that was presented to
Mr. Hewitt in acknowledgment of his success in this
what was
Springfield

manufacture, which, although superseded in that spe
cial form, has survived, so far as the peculiar quality
of metal is concerned, in the manufacture of 'gunwire,"
screw
a refined wrought iron of extraordinary
homogeneity and tenacity, for which the Trenton
Iron Company received special mention from the
judges of the Centennial Exhibition.
In 1869, when the Ellershausen process of making
iron was creating so much excitement among iron
manufacturers, Mr. Hewitt took out a patent for an
improved process of manufacturing
iron, similar in
some respects to Ellershausen's, but essentially dif
ferent in the manner in which the ingredients were
as was claimed, a much better
mixed, producing,
quality of iron.
coarse granules

He mixed cast iron,
or pieces, with

divided into
oxide of iron in an

puddling-furnace,
melting,
stirring, and
boiling them together, and balling in the usual way.
The advantages claimed for this are : First, a saving
ordinary

of time as compared with ordinary puddling; second,
an improvement in the quality of the product; third,
a, reduction in the cost of the iron produced ; fourth,

that gray iron may be converted as quickly as white

iron

; and fifth, a larger

field from the ore than can

be obtained by any other process.

In the same year he took out a patent for an im
proved process of manufacturing
steel-headed rails.
His claim covered " the formation and use, for and
in the manufacture of railroad bars, of a pile having
on one of its sides a bar composed of a layer of steel
and a layer of iron, these layers having been welded
together before being placed in the pile, said bar hav
ing its layer of iron in contact with the other iron of
the pile, and its layer of steel in such position as will

rail."
form the head or part of the head of a finished
process
large
were
A
quantity of rails made by this

laid on the Erie Railroad, and wore so well that for
"steela time it seemed likely that the cheaper
topped"
" allcompete
successfully with
rails would
steel."

But the rapid cheapening of steel as com
pared with iron superseded the intermediate article.
Besides the above mentioned, Mr. Hewitt made
many minor inventions of value, for some of which
he obtained patents, while others are known to those
only who have worked with him. Enough has been
given, however, to show that his genius was fruitful
Yet we should hesitate to
in original conceptions.
inventive,"
if by that term is meant the
call him "
temperament which characterizes many professional

inventors, — a restless seeking after novelties to be pat
ented. Mr. Hewitt belonged to a higher class of
minds, namely, to those who, recognizing in the prob

lems with which they are practically familiar the dif
ficulties which need solution, bring to bear upon these
Such men
results of trained and patient thought.
invent anything by accident.
They do not
build better than they know. There is a world-wide

rarely

distinction

between them and the inspired

idiots who

infest all mechanical

industries, claiming that each
new achievement of actual practice involves a princi
ple which they had previously, in some aimless and
imbecile excursion of thought, either
stepped upon without perceiving.

perceived

or

As a manager of men, Mr. Hewitt probably never
had a superior. The record of thirty years, unbroken
by a single conflict between him and those whom he

employed, is significant proof of the justice and the
sympathy which characterized him, and of the confi
dence which all those who had to deal with him re
posed in these qualities.
A touching evidence of the

affection with which he was regarded by his workmen
was furnished by their action after his death, when,
at their request, the works which he had directed
were entirely closed for the four days preceding his

burial, — a sacrifice of wages which the owners would
not have felt justified in requesting, and which cus
tom in such cases does not require.
The closing of
the works on the day of the funeral alone would have
been a sufficient expression of respect ; but the men
declared that they had no heart to labor under the cir
cumstances, and, in accordance with their feeling,
the fires of the wire-mill were extinguished
until the
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night after its late director had been laid in the
grave.

The presence at the funeral of more than a thousand
from the establishments of the Trenton
Iron Company and the New Jersey Steel and Iron
operatives

Company added to the ceremonies an impressive sol
emnity ; and as the long procession filed through the
house to look, in passing, upon the face of the dead,

it

was evident that these sons of toil were among the
Some of them were observed to

sincerest mourners.

bend over the coffin and kiss the brow of him who
had been their steadfast friend.
There are, indeed,
many serious evils and perplexities connected with
" the labor
the various aspects of what is known as
question ;'' but lives like that of Charles Hewitt are
standing proofs of the power of manly Christian
character, bestowing and inspiring confidence, to
reconcile the antagonistic conditions of industrial en
" wages
terprise, and to infuse into the much-abused
system"
spirit
co-operation.
of a true
the
Aside from the extensive manufacturing enterprises

with which Mr. Hewitt was identified in Trenton, he
was favorably known in connection with the various
institutions of the city, both religious and civil, and
bore an intimate relation to the growth and develop
Within the thirty
ment of the city of his adoption.
years preceding his death he had been vice-president
of the New Jersey Steel and Iron Company, presi
dent of the Trenton Water-Power Company, president

of the National Pottery Company, a member of the
Common Council
Trenton and president of its
Board of Trade, and a manager of the State Lunatic

Asylum of New Jersey.
In 1871 he was elected to
represent Mercer County in the Senate of that State,
and was appointed chairman of the Committee on
Education, and of the Committee on the State Prison,
besides being a member of other important commit
He drew the bill which enacted the present
tees.
general railroad law of the State, and by active and
laborious effort had it adopted in the face of vigorous
His labors for the promo
and persistent opposition.
tion of the growth and prosperity of Trenton, and
especially for the better utilization of the water-power
of the Delaware River, have been universally ac
knowledged.
He was an earnest supporter of church

and kindred institutions, and was connected, both as
a member and an officer, with the Episcopal Church

of Trenton.
He was called away from the scenes of this life in
The death of such a
the fifty-fifth year of his age.
man at that period of life, when, his weight and
worth being known, his powers trained and proved,
and all the fevers of youth and ambition replaced
with the calm certainty of success, his work was
likely to be most fruitful and beneficent, is a pro

foundly sad event, when judged from the stand-point
of human loss. We mourn the untimely death of the
young, but we cannot be sure how much or how little
thereby.
has been taken from the world

It

is a more
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deplorable thing to miss from the ranks of business,
politics, philanthropy, and friendship a man whose
character, matured by time and trained by experience,
has earned our perfect trust.

Mr. Hewitt married, in 1849, Miss Anna Conrad, of
Philadelphia, a sister of Timothy Abbott Conrad,
the well-known

paleontologist.

His

widow and seven

children survived him.

Brackett's

Machine-Shop — In

1878,

William H.

and foundry
on Stockton Street. The concern employs ten men,
and the machinery is driven by an engine of ten horse
power. Steam-engines, pottery machinery, sewing-ma
Brackett

established

a machine-shop

chines, etc., are manufactured here, and miscellaneous

job-work is done.
D'TJnger's Machine-Shop. —The oil-mill adjoin
ing Moore's flour-mill was carried on by Joseph,
Charles, and Imlah Moore till about 1844, when Jo
seph withdrew

from the firm, and the business was
by I. & C. Moore till about 1860, when
the mill was converted into a machine-shop.
conducted

In 1865, B. G. D'Unger succeeded the Messrs. Moore
in the machine-shop.
In 1872, Ellwood D'Unger be
came a partner in the concern, and the business has
since been conducted under the firm-name of B. G.
D'Unger & Son.
New Jersey Steel and Iron Company. — In
1845, Peter Cooper established a rolling-mill at the
foot of Warren Street. It was conducted by him till
1847, when it was purchased by the Trenton Iron
Company, and it constituted a part of the works of
that company till 1866, when the property of the
company was divided, and the New Jersey Steel and
Iron Company, which was then incorporated by an
act of the Legislature, acquired these works.
Of this
company the principal stockholders
were Edward
Cooper and Abram S. Hewitt.
Edward Cooper was
chosen president, and Edwin F. Bedell, secretary,
and they still retain these positions.
The present
treasurer is F. J. Slade, and Joseph Stokes is the
superintendent.

The capital stock of the company

has been from the first $47,200.
Since 1866 there have been added to this establish
ment, which had previously been only a rolling-mill,
the manufacture of chains and bridges.
The works consist of ten principal buildings, and
include an area of about twenty-five
acres. The
principal articles produced in the rolling-mill are
and merchant iron in all its varieties.
The Siemens-Martin process of manufacturing steel
was first introduced in the United States by this com
Puddled steel was extensively manu
pany in 1868.

structural

factured here previous to that time.
The company employs about one thousand men,
and its machinery is propelled by seventeen engines,

aggregating one thousand horse-power. About twenty
thousand tons of the various articles manufactured at
these works are annually produced.

Star

Chain -Works. — L. Chevirer

first

estab-

HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

688

a chain- and bed-spring manufactory about
on Quarry Street (now West Hanover) near
Willow. He afterward removed to another location,
also on the same street and near the first, where he

Trenton Potteries.— It is well known that in
former times people in this country were wholly de
pendent on foreign manufacturers for what are now
It was not
known as ordinary grades of pottery.

erected more extensive works, and limited the busi
of chains.

known that the requisite material existed here, and
the skill necessary for its manufacture, if it should be
Indeed, in an
found, was not possessed by Americans.
early day artisans in England were not able to pro
duce the finer grades of ware, for in Eastern countries
alone had any approach to perfection in the ceramic

The works
ter in diameter or less, are manufactured.
cover an area of two hundred feet square, and one
An engine
hundred and fifteen men are employed.

art been made, and Europeans were dependent on
the Chinese for all the finer articles of pottery and
porcelain.

In

1874, B.

Gill

& Son purchased

the interest

of

the other stockholders, and it ceased to be a stock
company. The business has since been conducted by
this firm at the old place on Carroll Street.

The principal implements manufactured

here are

threshing-machines, gang-plows, and the Aspinwall
potato-planter
These last are
and potato-digger.
recent inventions, and are believed to be the most
important labor-saving implements that have been
introduced

among farmers.

Foundry.— In
1870, McFarland,
Novelty Iron
Sample & Mann erected a foundry on Lamberton
Street, next to the Pennsylvania Railroad. In 1874
the present proprietor, Joseph Evans, purchased the
property, and he has from that time conducted the
business. He carries it on as a jobbing foundry.
Five hands are employed, and an eight horse-power
engine is used.

Heath's Limekilns.— In 1868, Pickle, Lanning
& Co. established a lime manufactory at the junction
of the canal and Feeder, where they erected two
double kilns. In 1873, Mr. Pickle withdrew from
the firm, and the business was conducted by Lanning,
Booth & Co. till 1875, when Samuel Heath purchased
the establishment, and he has since carried
business.

on the

Eight men are employed at this establishment, and
sixty thousand bushels of lime are annually produced.
The limestone used here is brought from, the Schuyl
kill River, near Norristown, Pa.

has come into existence in the United States, and
citizen of
to use the language of
already has
Trenton, come " to be very great thorn in England's
a

side, and one destined to stab her to death eventu
concerned."
ally, so far as earthly life
Of all localities in the United States where pottery
manufactured, Trenton has from the first taken

The business was first established here be
cause all of its surroundings pointed to this place as

the lead.

the most available locality. The facilities for bring
ing hither the materials used in the manufacture of
pottery, and for sending to all parts of the country
the manufactured ware, determined the pioneers in
the business to select this as their- field of operations,
and the rapid expansion of the business here has de
monstrated the wisdom of their choice.
The wares
manufactured at Trenton are sent to every portion of
the country, from Maine to California, and so firmly
this industry established here that
not likely to

be affected by any contingency that can be foreseen.
White granite ware
the great staple which has
been produced here in greatest abundance, but more
and more attention

being given to the manufacture

of finer varieties, and Trenton now produces ware
that fully equals, if
does not excel, that manufac
quite safe to predict,
tured in any other region. It
not only that Trenton will become the Staffordshire
of America, but that, in the not distant future, Staf
fordshire may be spoken of as the Trenton of Eng
land.

In their general character and appearance, the pot
teries here strongly resemble each other.
They are
built of brick, and each covers large area of ground.
Their kilns, the tops of which are truncated cones,
are visible above the surrounding buildings from
long distance, and above all towers the ever-present
chimney, sending forth, like the crater of
volcano,
its large volume of dark-colored smoke.
The engines
that drive the machinery of these potteries are usually
of from twenty-five to forty horse-power.

a

of sixty thousand dollars.

is only within the last thirty years that the
manufacture of pottery to any considerable extent

a

shop

by Messrs. Melick

It

it

was first

established

became

is

on Stockton

Street,
& Quick in 1853.
In 1856 it was removed to its present location on
Carroll Street near State. The business increased,
and the firm was changed to Melick, Withington &
Co., and finally, in 1869, the establishment became
the property of a joint-stock company, with a capital

ment

that Chinese porcelain

is

a small

establish

1815

a

Agricultural Works.— This

till

is

Trenton

was not

a

used to drive the machinery.

It

generally known in Europe. It is claimed by the
Chinese that the ceramic art was known among them
twenty-five hundred years before the Christian era.

is

Alexander
States commenced the manufacture of chains in a
From a small
shop on Passaic Steeet, near Calhoun.
beginning the business has increased till six men
are emplpyed, and an engine of six horse-power is
1879,

is

of fifty horse-power is used.
States' Chain - Works. — In

it

In 1879, Messrs. W. Whitaker and Asa J. Skirm
purchased the establishment, which they extended to
At this factory all varie
double its former capacity.
ties of coil chains, made of rods one inch and a quar

it,

ness to the manufacture

is

1860,

is

lished

,,
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John Stiles McCully. — The progenitor of the
McCully family here was John, who emigrated from
Newry, Ireland, about 1735, and settled at Mount
Holly, N. J. His eldest son, John, grandfather of
our subject, succeeded to the home property at Mount
Holly, where he resided for a time. He also resided
in Gloucester County, N. J., in Philadelphia, and
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until about 1852, retired from business, and died in
He was active in politics in his younger days,
1858.
and was one of the first seventeen men in Trenton
He went
who voted the Jefferson Democratic ticket.
out in the volunteer company from Trenton to put
down the Whiskey Insurrection in Western Pennsyl
vania.

His wife, Sarah Howell, bore him three sons and
one daughter, — Mary, wife of Abram Gazley, John
Only
Stiles, Richard Howell, and Thomas Peters.
John Stiles McCully survives in 1882, having been
born Feb. 5, 1799.
In boyhood he learned the pot
tery business with his father, and carried on that
business in the pottery on Bank Street before men
tioned, which he managed from 1846 until 1868, and
from the more active duties of life. Active
in politics and an organizer of party measures, Mr.
McCully stood among the leaders of the old Whig
party in the State for many years. For nine years,
1839 to 1849, he was elected to the office of inspector
of the State's prison, and discharged his duties faith
fully, and from 1849 to 1853 he was postmaster of
Trenton.
Mr. McCully is said to be the oldest nativeborn resident of Trenton that has kept his residence
here without intermission, and his memory goes back
to Trenton a small place, with no manufacturing in
terests except the pottery interest, which was in its
infancy.
His father was a member of the Presby
terian Church .at one time, his mother a member of
the Baptist Church, but he inclines to the persuasion
of the Friends, and attends their meetings.
His
wife, Margaret Aim Herbert, whom he married in
1850, died in February, 1866, aged fifty-nine years,
retired

Mr. McCully has lived an ex
leaving no children.
emplary life, and is highly respected by all who know
him. He is a surviving representative of a genera
tion of men nearly gone.
finally settled in Trenton about 1820, where he died
about 1826. He enlisted at the beginning of the war
for independence, was at the battles of Monmouth,
Long Island, in Sullivan's expedition, and at the taking
of Yorktown, serving throughout the entire war.
One of his brothers was killed on board of the Jersey
prison-ship during the war. Another brother, Joseph,
a carpenter by trade, resided most of his life in Tren
ton, built a pottery opposite the Bound Brook depot,
which he carried on (now the "Lamb Tavern").
John McCully's wife was Margaret Peters, who bore
him three sons, — Joseph, Samuel, and James, — and

daughter, Elizabeth. The eldest, Joseph, born
in 1772, lived until ten years of age with his uncle,
John Stiles, who was the first pension agent of the
United States, located at Philadelphia, and at that
age in 1782 came to Trenton to live with his uncle,
Joseph McCully. After reaching manhood he carried
one

Trenton during his active
on the pottery business in
business life.
Warren Street in 1799, and
He built a pottery on
This he carried on
Street.
Bank
to
it
moved
in 1816

Trenton Pottery. — James Taylor and Henry
Speeler, under the firm-name of Taylor & Speeler,
began the pottery business in Trenton in September,
1852.
They manufactured yellow or Rockingham
ware, though as early as 1856 they made white granite

Mr. Bloor became a member of
to a limited extent.
In 1860, Mr.
the firm in 1854, and retired in 1859.
Speeler disposed of his interest to John F. Hondayer.
1870, James Taylor and John Goodwin were the
proprietors.
In 1871, James H. Goodwin and Isaac
Davis purchased the interest of John Goodwin, and
soon afterward Mr. Davis purchase'd Mr. Goodwin's

In

interest.
interest

In

1875,

and thus

Mr. Davis acquired Mr. Taylor's

became sole proprietor,

as he has

since been.
White granite

and C. C. ware are principally pro
duced at this pottery, which is located in Taylor
There are in this pottery six
Street near Broad.
kilns, and three hundred hands are employed.
James Tayloe was born at Staffordshire Potteries,

At the age of twelve he
England, May 16, 1810.
began learning the pottery business at home, where
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his father was a journeyman

potter, as a thrower or
potter, and continued the business until
1829, when he accompanied his father to America,
landing at New York. Their first work was in a pottery

Business

done under

was

the original firm-name

free-hand

till February,

in Jersey City, conducted on French principles, which
they soon raised to notice and stability by their superior
workmanship and knowledge of the business. The

Company was incorporated and purchased the prop
erty. Of this company Joseph Willets is president,
Daniel Willets secretary, and Edmund R. Willets
treasurer.
At this pottery three hundred hands are
employed.
Opaque porcelain, thin and hotel-white

Mr. Taylor was among the
Isaac Davis, about 1875.
first to manufacture white ware in Trenton, and re
ceived a medal in 1856 when he exhibited

at Frank
lin Institute, Philadelphia. About 1861 he gave up
the manufacture of white ware, and has since pro
duced porcelain opaque ware, which compares with the

highest standard of the English manufacturers.
It
may be safely said that to Mr. Taylor is largely due
the rapid development of the pottery interest in Tren
ton, which has become one of the leading manufac
About 1863 a joint-stock company
tures of the city.
established flint-works on Broad Creek, Md., and
later, in 1867, spar-works at TopSham Ledges, Me.,
supply material for pottery purposes for the
works.
Mr. Taylor has been identified with the society of
Free and Accepted Masons since 1861.

which

Trenton

Mary Ann, daughter of John
Holmes, a native of England. She was born in New
York in 1816. They have three daughters, —Sarah,
wife of Jonathan Price; Mary, wife of John Severs;
and Josephine, wife of George Lawton, all of Trenton.
Mr. Taylor's mother, Kitty Beardman, died in Eng
His brothers and only sister, most of
land in 1818.
whom were born in England, are John, was proprie
tor of Taylor's House, Jersey City, and there died ;
Richard, died in Johnston, S. C. ; William, resides in
Jersey City; Thomas, deceased; Noah D., born in
America, was proprietor of the Taylor House for
some time, and is proprietor of a public-house on the
sea-shore; and Eliza, of Jersey City.
Willets Manufacturing Company.— William
Young & Sons established the Excelsior Pottery in
A few years
1853, on the canal near Perry Street.
He married, in

1832,

later the works at the present location, on the canal
above Rose Street, were erected. These works, which
were at first on a small scale, now cover three acres,
Their capacity has been
and have eleven kilns.
doubled within the last three years.

Millington

firm subsequently became in succession Millington,
Astbury & Poulson, Millington, Astbury & Colcough,

Millington, Astbury & Maddock, Astbury & Madand finally the present firm,

dock, Thomas Maddock,
Maddock & Sons.

druggists'
Sanitary earthenware,
earthenware, and
under-glaze printed earthenware are produced at this
pottery.
One hundred hands are employed, and
there are six kilns.
Thomas Maddock, proprietor of the Carroll Street
Pottery and president of the Trenton Potters' Asso-'

ciation, of Trenton, N. J., was born at Burslem, Staf
fordshire, England, the birthplace of the great Josiah
Wedgewood. His paternal grandfather was a cabinet

maker from the city of Chester, England. His father,
Thomas, a journeyman
decorator of pottery, spent
his active business life at the Staffordshire potteries,
and died there in 1836, at the age of fifty-one years.
Thomas Maddock's wife, Mary Crompton, after her
decease, came in 1847 to New York City.
Her children were as follows : John, who died in
Trenton in 1879, was a journeyman potter ; Thomas,
of whom we are now writing ; Mary, wife of Roland
Rathbun, she died at Greenpoint, L.
in 1850;
William B., an importer of earthenware in NewYork
City Betsey, wife of William Steele, of Brooklyn,
L. I.; Henry,
salesman of New York City; aud
Jane, wife of William Bloomfield, of New York City.
The mother of these children died in New York City
in 1849. Thomas Maddock learned the branch of
potting business known as decorating, which he fol
lowed as journeyman
until his arrival in New York
City, May 15, 1847, when he immediately commenced
business there as china decorator, along with his part
ner, William Leigh, who came with him from Eng
land for that purpose.
They started business at 39
Greene Street, and in 1848 removed to 29 Spruce
Street, and in 1849 they made an arrangement with
Woram
Haughwout, 561 and 563 Broadway, to do
all their decorating on their own premises, and in

husband's

a

the large brick pottery-works, which he subsequently
built, and which he sold to the present proprietor,

Carroll Street Pottery. — Richard

and John Astbury, under the firm-name of Millington & Astbury, established this pottery in 1853, at its
present location on Carroll Street near Perry. The

I.,

the second pottery of the kind in the United
In 1852, James Taylor came to Trenton,
States.
where he established a pottery on the corner of Tay
lor and Jackson Streets on the canal, the present site of
lished

trimmings, as well as electric ware.
It is due to the original firm to say that none have
done' more than they to develop the pottery interest
in Trenton.

a

Young Taylor

remained in Jersey City for four years, was subse
in Troy, Ind., Osville, Ky.,
quently a journeyman
Cincinnati, Ohio, and for eight years manufactured
yellow ware at East Liverpool, Ohio, where he estab

granite, C. C, decorated ware, and majolica are pro
duced ; also porcelain
door-knobs
and hardware

short time
they

large business was established.
In 1853
dinner set for the United States

decorated

a

there ; established
afterwards re

&

as a journeyman

a

worked

business of his own in Connecticut,
turned to Jersey City, where he died.

Willets Manufacturing

;

father

1878, when the

II
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for the use of President Pierce. Through
Thomas Maddock became sick, leaving
the business to his partner in 1854, and retired to a
farm in Somerset County, N. J., where he remained
for four years, and regaining his health, he bought
out the Star Hotel, 56 Hicks Street, Brooklyn, which
he kept for eight years, during which time he joined
the Thirteenth Regiment N. G. Si N. Y., and with

Coxon

them went to the war for three months, on

paugh, and F. A. McGowan.
At the time of Mr. Thompson's retirement this was
now
one of the smallest potteries in the city, and
It has eleven kilns, and two
among the largest.

23,

1861.

twenty-five hands are em
kilns, and one hundred and
ployed.
Glasgow Pottery. —This was started in 1859, at

45

J. F.

it

it,

Ralph H.
its present location on Carroll Street, by
first a manufac
at
was
It
Shreve.
T.
William
and
John Moses & Co.
tory of yellow ware. In 1863,
privilege of purchasing
the
with
rented it for a year,
it at the expiration of that time. Jan. 1, 1865, they
has since been conducted by
purchased
and
prevents any
Reticence on the part of the firm
them.
pottery.
this
of
further account
Pottery.— In 1863, Charles
Street
Thompson,

under the firm-name

of

a

interest of Mr. Burroughs, and the firm became Bloor,
In 1871, Mr. Bloor retired, and the
Ott
Brewer.
firm became Ott
Brewer.
This firm continued the
business till 1877, when the Etruria Pottery Com

pany was incorporated, with Joseph Ott, president;
J. H. Brewer, treasurer and J. H. Hartpence, secre
tary. These officers continued till the dissolution of
Brewer then became
Ott
the company in 1881.
proprietors again, and the business
continued by
that firm.
Until 1876 white granite and C. C. ware were the

principal staples of this pottery. Decorated ware has
since been added. This pottery has six kilns, and
two hundred hands are employed.
Joseph Ott. — The Ott family were early residents
of Amwell township, Hunterdon County, where lived
Joseph Ott, the grandfather of the subject of this
sketch.
He was prominent farmer, and by trade

a

Mr. Titus re
1865 the firm became Yates & Titus.
tired in 1870, and the firm became Yates, Bennet &
Allan. In 1875 the City Pottery Company was in
corporated, with James Yates, president, John M. Al
secretary.
lan, treasurer, and George Allan,
presi
The present officers are S. W. Davenport,
John
George
and
secretary,
Allan,
dent and treasurer,
of
superintendent.
kinds
ware
same
The
Rhodes,
This pottery has four
are manufactured as at first.

Clinton

&

is

creamup for the manufacture of white granite and
It was started by Rhodes
colored ware exclusively.
& Yates, in 1859. In 1864, Mr. Rhodes died, and in

Etruria Pottery. — William Bloor, Joseph Ott,
and Thomas Booth, under the firm-name of Bloor, Ott
Booth, in 1863 erected the Etruria Pottery, on Clin
ton Street, near the Belvidere and Delaware Railroad.
In 1864, Mr. Booth sold his interest to Garret S. Bur
roughs, and in 1865 John H. Brewer purchased the

He married Deborah Hart, daughter of
one of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence, over whose remains a handsome mon
ument has been erected by the State at Hopewell vil
lage. The children of Joseph Ott were John Hart

blacksmith.

John Hart,

Ott, born May 17, 1793, father of our subject; Ame
lia, who married Peter Lowe Deborah, who married
Samuel Larowe; and Sarah, who became the wife of
Matthias Servis.
John H. Ott married, on Sept. 28,
1815, Ann (born April 11, 1789), daughter of Capt.
Jacob Servis, and passed the greater part of his life

in tilling the soil of the Servis homestead in Dela
ware township, Hunterdon County.
The children
were Clarissa, born Aug. 27, 1821, married Alpheus
Wagner; Susan M., born April 26, 1825, married
William P. Brewer; and Joseph, born Sept.
1827.
The father died Dec. 29, 1845.
Joseph Ott was born on the old Ott
homestead in
Amwell township, on the date indicated above. Until
he reached the age of seven he attended the district
2,

1851, was Isabella S. Middleton, by whom he has
children as follows : Charles S., Archibald M., Harry
S., and Janet C.
City Pottery. — This was the first pottery fitted

hundred hands are employed.
White granite, C. C,
druggists'
wares are manufactured
decorated, and
here.

is

Honora Possoms, who

died in New York City in 1850, leaving two sons,
William, who died a young man, and John, before
His present wife, whom he married in
mentioned.

Coxon and

Al-

&

druggists'
viz. : Sanitary earthenware,
etc.
scale-plates, telegraph
insulators,
specialties,
They have gone largely in the manufacture of underglaze decorated tea, toilet, and dinner sets.
Beside
his pottery business, Mr. Maddock carries on the farm
upon which he resides, near Liberty Corner, Somerset
ties mostly,

first, in 1844,

S. M.

;

Jersey City, and in 1872 he formed a partner
ship with Millington & Astbury, who had established
the Carroll Street pottery, in Trenton, in 1860.
Mr.
Millington withdrew from the concern in 1874, and
Mr. Astbury died in 1878, leaving Mr. Maddock sole
owner of the business, in which, on Jan. 1, 1882, he
associated his sons, John, Charles S., Archibald M.,
and Harry S. The Maddocks manufacture special
ness at

Co., N. J.
He married

composed of Mrs. Mary Coxon,

it

and glassware busi

firm

;

a crockery

the death of

&

he bought

till

1868.

a

1866

by the original firm
Mr. Thompson

retired in 1869,
and the firm has since been known as Coxon
Co.,
though many have been members of it. The present

Mr. Coxon in

&

In

was conducted

&

April

Thompson, established this pottery at the
corner of Clinton and Ott Streets. It was
manu
factory of white granite and cream-colored ware, and

&

over-exertion

is

government
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school of that locality, and then lived on the Servis
At
farm until eighteen or nineteen years of age.
that time he removed to Lambertvil'le, N. J., aud en
tered the employ of his uncle, William P. Brewer, a
prominent hotel-keeper of that place. He was sub
Merchants' Hotel in New
sequently employed in the
York City, and for a short period at Crater's Hotel in

Flemington.

About 1857, Mr. Ott came to Trenton, and, in part
liverynership with William P. Brewer, opened a
stable on the corner of West Hanover and Warren
Streets, where he continued for five years. In 1863
with William Bloor and
a partnership
Booth, and, under the name and style of
Bloor, Ott & Booth, embarked in the pottery busi
ness, erecting the building at present occupied by Ott

he formed
Thomas

varieties of white granite, C. C, decorated,
China, and Parian ware are manufactured by the
concern, including fine statuary and antique designs.
A specialty is also made of a beautiful ware known
as Belleek, it being the only pottery in Trenton en
gaged in that line of manufacture.
At the Centen
nial Exposition in 1876 the firm received a medal for
the finest display of Parian ware and statuary.
Mr. Ott has led «. quiet and industrious life, and
cipal

confined his energies to his large business enterprise.
He has had neither the taste or leisure for public life,
although he served as first lieutenant of Company A,
a special military organization which existed in Tren
ton prior to the opening of the late war. At President
Lincoln's call for troops the company offered their
services to the government, and were assigned to

etruria pottery.
& Brewer

on

manufacture

Clinton Avenue, and engaging in the
of white granite and C. C. (cream col
A short time thereafter Mr. Booth with

ored) ware.
drew from the enterprise, and was succeeded by G. S.
Burroughs, the firm being Bloor, Ott & Burroughs.
Upon the death of Mr. Burroughs his interest in the

concern was purchased by Hon. J. Hart Brewer, and
the style of the firm became Bloor, Ott & Brewer.
Mr. Bloor subsequently disposed of his interest to

the other two partners, and the present firm of Ott &
Brewer was formed. For a short time the business of
the concern was carried on under the corporate name
of the Etruria Pottery Company.
The enterprise of
Messrs. Ott & Brewer is one of the most representa
tive and successful in the city, and stands among the
foremost of its kind in the United States. The prin-

guard the arsenal at Trenton, a duty which they per
Upon the raid of the
formed for three months.
Southern army in Pennsylvania, attended by the bat
tle of Gettysburg, the company served thirty days in
that State.

Mr. Ott's wife is Margaretta B., daughter of Tim
othy H. Hunt, of Mercer County, N. J. The chil
dren are Misses Clara and Kate B. and Harry W.
Ott.

The Mercer Pottery Company was incorpo
in 1868. In the same year its works were

rated

erected on the corner of Railroad Avenue and Ott
Streets, where the business has since been conducted.
At the organization of the company Joseph C. Brearlv
was the president.
In 1875 the property of the com
pany was purchased by James Moses, who has since

,,
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conducted the business under the original name and
style. White granite ware is manufactured here, but
the principal business is the manufacture of what is
termed Mercer china, a specialty of this pottery.

This is like French china, but lacks the translucency
of that ware. This establishment has
kilns,
and two hundred hands are employed.

The Arsenal Pottery. — This
in 1876, by Joseph Mayer.
A small

was established

manufactory of
and yellow ware was previously in ex
istence on the site of this pottery, Third Street near
Rockingham

The same kind of ware is still
of majolica ware is
employed.
hands
are
Thirty
The Eagle Pottery was erected in 1876 by
Richard Millington, one of the pioneers of the pot
tery business in this city, who had been for many
years successfully associated with the firm of Milling
ton & Astbury. Mr. Millington retiring from busi
the State Arsenal.

produced, hut
contemplated.

ness,

it

the introduction

was purchased,

Dec. 1, 1879, by

H.

Nelson

of Philadelphia, who leased it to the firm
of Burroughs, Mountford & Co., consisting of his son,
Henry A. Burroughs, Elijah Mountford, and Joseph
Burroughs,

Burroughs.

Upon the death of Henry A. Burroughs, March 1,
was purchased by the surviving

1882, the property

partners, and the business continued
name of Burroughs & Mountford.

under the firm-

By the death of Messrs. Richard Millington and
Henry A. Burroughs, both having died on the same
day, the pottery business lost one of their oldest and
The former had by his
the youngest representative.

and personal application con
growth of this enterprise, and
to
the
tributed largely
by his genial manners had endeared himself to his
practical

knowledge

associates.

The latter, with but slight experience,

had become an enthusiastic potter, and was especially
interested in the advancement of the decorative arts.
His early death was lamented as the loss of one who
showed a desire to be useful to his fellow-men.
The firm is now engaged in the manufacture of a
fine grade of earthenware, known as American por
celain, and have already made an enviable reputation
for their wares, which find a market in all parts of
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In 1879 the International Pottery Company was
incorporated, and purchased the establishment.
These works have been enlarged to double their
former capacity, and from a manufactory of Rocking
ham ware it has become one of white granite, C. O,
and fancy decorated ware. It has eight kilns, and
one hundred and seventy-five hands are employed.
The officers are William Burgess, president ; John

A. Campbell, treasurer; and J. H. Nichols, secretary.
Greenwood Pottery'. — This was started in 1862,
on East Canal Street, south from East State Street,
by Stephens, Tams & Co. In 1868 the Greenwood
Pottery Company was incorporated, with James P.
Stephens, president ; Lewis S. Burk, secretary ; and
The present officers
James Tams, superintendent.
are James Tams, president, and James P. Stephens,
secretary. Vitrified and translucent china have been
Hotel ware
manufactured exclusively at this pottery.
isa specialty. The quality of the china produced here
is believed to be fully equal to the best manufactured
elsewhere in America.
Tbe pottery commenced in a small way, and has
gradually increased to its present capacity. It has six
kilns, and one hundred and fifty hands are employed.
New Jersey Pottery Company. — In 1878, Elias
Cook erected these works near the Belvidere and Dela
ware Railroad, on Railroad Avenue.
The concern
afterwards became a stock company, with Henry T.
Cook president.

This pottery has been distinguished for the artistic
and tasteful designs of its decorated ware.

Standard China-Works.— In

1879,

W. Kimble

commenced the manufacture of chinaware and porce
lain hardware trimmings at works which he had
erected on Prospect Street, near the Bound Brook Rail
road.
The manufacture of chinaware was soon
dropped, and the business is now only hardware
trimmings.
Thirty hands are employed at 'this pot
tery, which has two kilns.

The Dale and Davis Pottery

was established
Street, near the Bound Brook
Railroad. Buildings were erected, and the pottery
went into operation during that year. Opaque porce
lain, white granite, and decorated ware are produced
in 1880, on Prospect

The pottery has six kilns, and employs one
hundred and fifty hands.
Trenton China Company.— This was organized

the United States.
They have four kilns, work-shops and warerooms
in proportion, and give employment to about one

here.

They
hundred and fifty men, women, and children.
are also gradually enlarging their decorative depart
ment, which now gives employment to thirty opera

in November, 1880, with James Moore, president, and
Charles Satterthwaite, secretary and treasurer.
The
present officers are Thomas A. Bell, president; Charles

tives.

Cadwallader,

1868 his sons, Henry A. and William F., became
partners, under the name of Henry Speeler & Sons.
In May, 1872, the Speeler Pottery Company was

hands.

International Pottery

Company.— In
1860,
Speeler
International Pottery
the
established
Henry
Assanpink Street. In
on Canal Street, at the foot of

incorporated,

Clark.

and was succeeded in 1878 by Carr &

secretary ; and James Clarke, treasurer.
This company is engaged in the manufacture of trans
lucent vitreous china exclusively.
Hotel ware is a
specialty, although other kinds are produced.
This
pottery has four kilns, and employs one hundred

The works were purchased from the Trenton TerraCotta Company by Clarke & Tams, who enlarged and
refitted them.
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Crescent Pottery Company. — This company
July 26, 1881, with C. H. Cook,

was incorporated

president, and D. S. Hancock, secretary and treasurer.
The works are located between Allen Street and the
Belvidere and Delaware Railroad, on the canal. This
pottery produces improved C. C. ware, and sanitary
and plumber's earthenware. There are two kilns, and
seventy-five men are employed.

Decorators. — The first pottery manufactured in
was of a kind that required only the coarsest
of decoration, if any. As time went on, and finer
grades of ware came to be produced here, it became
necessary, in order that these wares might successfully
compete in the market with those of foreign produc
tion, to decorate them in styles appropriate to the
qualities and styles of the wares and pleasing to the
tastes of purchasers.
The first pottery was established in Trenton in 1852,
but it was not till 1859 that Theophile Frey, a Swiss
Trenton

immigrant, introduced the decorative art here as a
separate business. He was followed by others, and
many of the manufacturers have decorating depart
ments in their potteries.

The decoration of pottery is not limited to that pro
duced here, but the finest foreign varieties are im
ported for the purpose of ornamentation and sale here.
Keil & Gruesser. — In 1859, Theophile Frey com
decorating establishment in
Trenton, in the house where the business is still car
ried on in Jefferson Street, opposite Franklin.
In
1862 he was succeeded by Herman Roledor, who car
menced the first china

ried on the business till November, 1881, when he was
March 1, 1882, Robert
succeeded by Joseph F. Keil.
E. Gruesser became a partner, and the business has
since been conducted by these gentlemen.

All kinds of ware are decorated here in all styles,
but the specialty of this establishment is fancy de
signs and monograms. There are two kilns here, and
fifteen hands are employed.

Jesse Dean. — In 1864 this gentleman, who had
served his time as a decorator in Staffordshire, England,
began here. He commenced in a very small way,
but his business has steadily expanded till his works
include three large buildings and employ sixty hands.
There are five kilns.

All kinds

of ware, domestic and foreign, are deco
rated here, and the work done will compare favorably
with the best in foreign countries. The process of
photographing on china and glass has been perfected
at this establishment as a commercial success.
It
had previously been done in England, but only at an
expense too great for commercial purposes.

Samuel D. Hope commenced the business of deco
rating pottery on Seward Avenue, near the Delaware
and Belvidere Railroad, in 1869.
He erected build

ings, and has since conducted the business here. All
kinds of foreign and American ware are decorated at
his establishment in all styles. Two kilns are in use,
and fourteen hands are employed.

George Buxton. —A decorating establishment
was started by Mr. Buxton in 1877, at its present lo
cation, in Jefferson Street, near Clinton. The deco
ration of toilet and tea ware is the principal business
of this establishment. Two kilns are used, and twenty
hands are employed in the business.

Edge & Co. — This firm is engaged in the busi
The
of importing and decorating chinaware.
business was established in 1877, at No. 9 Ewing
All kinds of English and French china, as
Street.
well as American ware, are decorated here. There
are two kilns here, and thirty hands are employed.
Thomas G. Edge. — Mr. Edge is descended from
English stock, his grandfather, James Edge, having
resided in Burslem, Staffordshire (England), where
he was a manufacturing potter.
He was twice mar
ried, and had children, — Thomas, William, Treasa,
Fannie, and Elizabeth. Thomas was born at Burslem,
and followed the trade of his father. He was engaged
in business in the same town as superintendent of the
works of Taylor Brothers.
ness

He married Hannah Grattan, whose residence was
Burslem, and had children, — Thomas, Anne,

also

Treasa, James (a manufacturing potter in England),
Joseph (also engaged in the same business), and four
who died in childhood.
Thomas G., of this number,
was born Jan. 15, 1842, at Burslem, and spent the early
years of his life at school.
Having decided upon a
trade, he was apprenticed to a potter.
five years to labor he was advanced
to the mixing-room, and three years later, in connec
tion with his trade, became a commercial traveler.
During the year 1866 he emigrated to the United

self-supporting

After devoting

States, and continued his labors as a traveler for
three years, after which he entered the service of the
Trenton Pottery.
Having determined upon a more
independent career, he, in 1877, established the firm

of Edge & Co. in Trenton, who are principally en
gaged in decorating and merchandising.
Mr. Edge
introduced the process of printing on the glaze, which
has been eminently successful, and created a revolu
tion in this department of decoration.
The business
of the firm is largely transacted
retail houses of the country.

with the extensive

Mr. Edge was in 1869 united in marriage to Miss
Eleanor L., daughter of John Dover, of Ohio. In
religion the subject of this biography is a Methodist.
He has for a period of twenty years filled the office of
local preacher, and is now a member of the Greene
Street Methodist Episcopal Church, as is also his
wife.
He has filled for ten years the office of trustee
of this church.
Mr. Edge is devoted to his church and business
interests, and gives little time to matters of a public
or political character.

Flint-Mill.— In 1837, Bishop Davenport and Ralzaman Belknap built the Phoenix Paper-Mill on the
water-power near Peace Street.
By reason of the
financial pressure of that period they were unable
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Dewar, and Mr. Mein, who fitted up the mill for the
of envelopes. They built an addition
on the south side of the mill, and placed in
large
steam-engine.
In 1852 the boiler to this engine ex

nati and Bordentown, until, in February, 1853, he
came to Trenton, and for two years had charge of the
Trenton Iron Company's engines. In 1855 the firm

ploded, completely demolishing
stroying the engine.

foundry and machine-works in Trenton, which they
carried on until 1865, when the partnership was dis
solved, and he began the manufacture and prepara

mill for the manufacture of

The capacity of the building was increased about
one-half, and new driving machinery was introduced.
That machinery now consists of water-wheels aggre
gating one hundred and sixty-two horse-power, and
a

steam-engines having one hundred and ninety,
total
of three hundred and fifty-two horse-power.
The establishment employs fifty-eight men, and
annually consumes four thousand tons of flint and
two thousand and fifty tons of spar. These materials
are brought here from the quarries in Maine, Connec
ticut, Maryland, and Delaware, and also from England
and France.

a

a

&

a

tired from the firm in 1868, the former disposing of
his interest to Alexander Morrison, of New York,
who died Dec. 22, 1881.

Mr. Golding erected flint- and spar-works
which produce some two
The products of the works
at Trenton and Liverpool are largely used in their

In

1876,

at East Liverpool, Ohio,
hundred tons per month.

own 'localities, but shipments are made to Boston,
Pittsburgh, and other parts for the manufacturing of
spar quarry
pottery.
Mr. Golding owns or leases
near Wilmington, Del., at Topsham and Georgetown,

flint and
Me., a flint quarry at Castleton, Md., and
spar quarry at Richfield, Conn.
In 1878 he began
the preparation of a china clay from the china clay
beds at Hockessim, Del., and in 1881 Brandywine
large and increasing
Summit, Pa., which promise
trade, in both of which places he has erected claymills for manufacturing purposes. Mr. Golding has
several machines for the manufacture of
pottery, which are almost wholly used in Trenton
and other places, and to him alone
due largely the
invented

;

patents of his own for the preparation

of pottery
Mr. Golding may safely be classed among
business men of
the thoroughgoing,
enterprising
Trenton. Since his residence in Trenton Mr. Golding
has taken
deep interest in church matters, and from
twenty-two years of age he has been identified with
He was officially
the Methodist Episcopal Church.
connected with the State Street Methodist Episcopal
Church of Trenton from 1860 until 1872, when he
became one of the founders of the Hamilton Avenue
Methodist Episcopal Church of Chambersburg, and
was president of its board of trustees until 1881.
He was united in marriage, Dec. 24, 1839, to
Elizabeth, daughter of William Cook and Esther
material.

a

;

increased facilities in this branch of industry at the
present time compared with the crude way practiced
twenty-five years ago, and he has several valuable

'

a

on Fair Street, on the Delaware, where he has erected
commodious buildings, with three kilns, each ten feet
in diameter, capable of producing two hundred tons
per week. Joseph C. Gillingham and James Carr re

;

;

;

1,

Moses Golding.— His father, Richard, resided at
Essingtonwood,
England, where he
Staffordshire,
spent most of his life as superintendent of the coal
1837.
His first wife was
mines, and died Jan.
Charlotte, daughter of William Holden, a soldier in
the English army, who died May 24, 1822.
He was
married twice afterwards.
His children are Richard,
deceased Thomas, an engineer, settled in Trenton,
N. J., in 1858, and died April 29, 1882, aged seventyfive years Sarah, first the wife of Joseph Hingeley,
and after his death of Joseph Wilkes, came to Tren
ton in June, 1846, where Mr. Wilkes died in 1854;
Mary, wife of Henry Bates, of Walsall, England
John, an engineer, came to Trenton in 1854; Ann,
England
wife of John Burke, of Stoke-on-Trent,
Eliza, wife of Joseph Jones, of Georgetown, Me.
Lydia, died young; and Moses, subject of this sketch.
Moses Golding was born at Essingtonwood,
Jan.
At the age of eleven and half years he
19, 1819.
went into the coal-mines to work, but after three
years was put in charge of the engine of the mines.
He was engineer there and at the Bilston Iron-Works
until he reached his majority, when he was made chief
engineer at the Cheltenham Coal-Mining Company's
where he remained three
works of Forest-of-Dean,
years. He had charge afterwards of the large engines
at Great Bridge for two years, and of the engines at
Mr. Golding left England
the Bilston Iron-Works.

tion of flint and feldspar for pottery purposes in
small way on Lewis Street, in Trenton, under the
firm-name of Golding
Co. This was the first es
tablishment of the kind in New Jersey, and probably
the second in the United States. Here he carried on
business until 1868, and removed to his present place

a

a

a

and china clay mill, or
potters'
materials.

established

a

it

woolen

1868, when

&

Oct.

1, a

factory, and conducted as such till
was purchased by Moses Gold
ing and Alexander Morrison, under the firm-name of
Golding Co., and by them changed to flint-, spar-,
into

Hargraves

is

&

Gaunt
Derrickson, of New York, purchased the
mill in 1855, and carried on the paper business. It
was next purchased by James Brooks and converted

of Gillingham, Golding

a

it

a

the addition and de

&

it

manufacture

5,

Sept.
1850, and sailed for New York, having by this
time saved of his earnings only
few hundred dollars.
He spent a short time in the rolling-mills at Philadel
phia, was afterwards in the machine-shops at Cincin

it,

to complete the mill, and in 1840, Jesper Harding,
of Philadelphia, purchased
aud after completing
engaged extensively in the manufacture of paper.
In 1850 he sold out to Messrs. William Kay, James
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Buffin, of Ruardean, Gloucestershire,
was born Jan. 12, 1822.

England, who

Their children are Mary, wife of Daniel McKenzie,
of Chambersburg ; William, a graduate of the Poly
technic College of Philadelphia, is superintendent of
the flint- and spar-works at Trenton ; Edwin, super
intendent of the china clay mills in Delaware ;
Moses, superintendent of the Liverpool works, Ohio ;
BrandyMartha ; and George, superintendent of the
wine Summit works, Pennsylvania.
Brick Manufacture. — The first bricks used in
Trenton were brought from Philadelphia, but most

July,

it was again destroyed by fire, and was

1870,

again rebuilt.

& Co. sold the. entire
to the Trenton Terra-Cotta Company,
which was then formed.
In 1880 the old fire-brick works that were estab
Jan.

1, 1877, O. O. Bowman

establishment

lished by Mr. Davis were sold to the Trenton China
Company.
The Terra-Cotta Company enlarged the
terra-cotta department by the addition of buildings,

and kilns. The buildings are of brick,
and include fifty thousand square feet of floor.
In 1878-79 the manufacture of pottery saggers was
added to the former varied productions of the works.
elsewhere by
These saggers are not manufactured
machinery,

of those used here till 1835 were manufactured at
A few were made here as early as
Attleboro', Pa.
1817, and from that time till 1870 the number pro
duced annually gradually increased, though the busi
Of those engaged
ness did not prove to be profitable.

This company manufactures all varieties of fire
brick, salt-glazed, drain- and sewer-pipe, chimney

that period and afterwards,
Smith, Morgan Beaks, Samuel Mulford, Peter
Grim, George Kulp, Peter and Daniel Fell, Joseph

tops and flues, and garden ornaments.
Seventy-five
men are employed here, and twenty-five thousand
Two thousand
dollars are annually paid for labor.

in the business during

John

Hymer, Henry Nice, William King, Joseph Boud,
and Charles Garrot may be named.
Within a comparatively recent period the manu
facture of pressed bricks has assumed an importance

that it had not before possessed.
This is because of
the large proportion of peroxide of iron contained in
the clay here, which gives to these bricks the beauti

ful deep-red color for which they have become justly
celebrated.
Since 1870, when the manufacture of these superior
be said to have commenced, the business
has increased in this vicinity till the annual product
reaches about twelve millions of pressed bricks, which
are sent to all parts of the country North and West.

bricks may

In

addition

to these, about sixteen million ordinary
produced here.

bricks are annually

The manufactory of Fell & Roberts, on Calhoun
Street, near the Bound Brook Railroad, and that of
F. D. Cook, at the corner of Princeton Avenue and
Kirkbride Street, are the only ones within the limits
of the city, though there are several others in the
immediate vicinity.
Brass Foundry. —Joseph Milburn established a
brass foundry in 1879, in Decatur Street, near South
Trenton Railroad Station.
His business has con
sisted of making miscellaneous* castings for customers.
Trenton Terra-Cotta Works.— Edward Davis in
1845 established a manufactory
of fire-brick on a
small scale on Third Street below the State Prison.
It was at first a very small affair, arid the machinery
was worked by horse-power.
It was rebuilt, steampower was introduced, and its capacity was
increased
to twenty-five hundred bricks daily.

About 1855, Mr. Lynch erected terra-cotta works
adjoining the fire-brick manufactory.
These were
purchased by Mr. Davis, and on the 1st of
January,
1867, by 0. O. Bowman & Co.

In August, 1869, the terra-cotta establishment was
burned, but was at once rebuilt on a larger scale. In

machinery.

five hundred

tons of coal and six thousand

tons of

clay are annually consumed, and one million fire
brick, thirty thousand saggers, and a large variety of
terra-cotta ware are annually produced.

The officers of the company are Joseph McPherson,
president; O. O. Bowman, treasurer and manager;
and G. W. McPherson, secretary.

Turning, Bending, and Bow Business. —The
turning and bending business was commenced in
1830, by John A. Hutchinson and Pinder Antrim, in
the mill on Factory Street, now occupied as a woolenfactory.
The bow business was soon added. Antrim
retired in 1833, and Xenophon J. Maynard became a
member of the firm, which was known as John A.
Hutchinson & Co. They removed to the third story
of a mill in Bloomsbury, and in 1834 to McKelway's
saw-mill on Peace Street. The name of the firm was
changed in 1836 to Maynard & Hutchinson.
After
several changes of place the firm, in 1844, purchased
the saw-mill of Dr. John McKelway, on the south
side of the water power, and considerably enlarged it.
In 1851, Mr. Maynard retired, and Mr. Hutchinson's
two sons became partners in the concern, and finally
the firm became Hutchinson & Brother.
They sold
the establishment in 1875 to B. W. Titus, who con
verted it into a woolen-mill.
Trenton Falls Woolen-Mill— In 1875, B. W.
Titus purchased the bow-factory of Hutchinson &
Brother, on the south side of the water-power, at the
foot of Peace Street, and fitted it up for a woolenmill. The looms and other machinery which Mr.
Titus had used at the State Prison were removed to
this mill, and business was commenced early in that
year.

In February, 1881, Mr. Titus died, and the business
has been continued to the present time by A. C, J.
W., and H. S. Titus, under the firm-name of B. W.

Titus' Sons.
buildings,

The works consist of two large brick
two and three stories in height.
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The mill has sixty looms and two sets of cards, and
the machinery is propelled by both water and steam.
Sixty-five to seventy hands are employed. Ten thou
sand pounds of wool and twenty thousand pounds of
cotton are annually used.

Five
who is located at 548 South Warren Street.
hands are employed in the business here. The bags
manufactured are sent to various parts of Pennsyl

was erected in Fac
tory Street in 1814, by Lawrence Huron & Co., under
the name Trenton Manufacturing Company.
It was

In

Woolen-Mill. — A brick mill

afterwards carried on by John Hoy, then by him and
his son James, under the firm-name of J. Hoy & Son.
John P. Kennedy & Co. subsequently conducted it.

The building was injured by fire in June,

1851.

It

was then fitted up for a woolen-mill, and afterwards
twice enlarged.
The manufacture of woolen fabrics

is still carried on here.
Mercer Zinc-Works. —This business was com
menced in 1861, by John Noble and Alexander Far
rington, on the bank of the Delaware River. The
water-power was found to be insufficient, and after
the expenditure of a large sum that location was
abandoned for the present site on Third Street, where
the works were erected by Mr. Noble and Joseph G.
Brearley, and the business was prosecuted under the
management of John S. Noble and his son, Henry S.

Noble.

In 1878 the manufacture of zinc oxide (the product
of these works) having become unprofitable by reason
of too great competition, operations at these works
were suspended.

In January, 1882, a company was organized with
Joseph Whitehead, president ; W. H. Linburg, sec
retary ; W. F. Van Camp, treasurer ; and A. L.
Worthington, manager. The works went into oper
The coal
ation again on the 1st of February, 1882.
and ore used here are brought in vessels and canalboats through the Delaware and Raritan Canal to the
basin communicating with the canal directly in front
of

the works.

Paper Bags. — The manufacture of paper bags,
which have within the last thirty years come into
general use in commerce, is carried on here to an
extent more than sufficient to supply the wants of the
people in the city.
In 1863, H. G. Armstrong came to Trenton from
Philadelphia, and commenced the manufacture of
paper bags in Front Street, near the capitol.
He
was at the same time engaged in the manufacture of

In 1877 he removed his manufactory to
Greene Street, near Perry, where it is still carried on
He died in September, 1879.
by his widow.
Seven hands are employed in the manufacture of
is'
bags here, and a two horse-power engine
used.
paper.

These

bags find a market

in various parts of New

Jersey and Pennsylvania.
Monitor Bag- Works. — A manufactory of paper
bags was established under this name by Whitehead
The business passed successively
.& Lord in 1863.
Thomas Whitehead,
•
of
Fowler &
hands
into the
Howell, and the present proprietor, James Fowler,

vania and this State.

H. B. Lanning's Paper-Bag Manufactory. —
1874, H. B. Lanning established a manufactory of
paper bags on Broad Street, over Assanpink Creek.

In

to Greene.
1880 he removed this manufactory
Street, near the Assanpink, where he now conducts
it. Five hands are employed in this factory.
The Trenton Rubber- Works.— The Trenton Rub

ber-Works of Messrs. McGowan, Alpaugh & McGowan
are located on the line of the Pennsylvania Railroad,
distant about two and one-half miles from Trenton.
They were established in 1879 by Messrs. McGowan,
Foreman & Alpaugh, who were succeeded by the pres
ent firm in May, 1882. The individual members of the
firm are Messrs. Allen McGowan, Spencer M. Alpaugh,
and Frank A. McGowan.
The works consist of sub
stantially constructed brick buildings, in every way
adapted to the manufacture of rubber goods. The
main building is one hundred and fifty by eighty
feet, and is devoted to preparatory

processes for the

of manufacture ;
the second is a structure fifty-four by forty-two feet
in size, which contains the offices and warerooms ;
perfection

of the different

articles

and the third is a building thirty-six by sixty-eight
purposes.
An
feet, used for general manufacturing
apartment fitted up for grinding rubber is forty by

thirty feet, and another of the same dimensions is
There are also several
used as a compound-room.
The annual product runs from
auxiliary buildings.
five hundred

thousand to six hundred

thousand

dol

lars.

The machinery is of the most approved construc
tion, and is operated by a two hundred and fifty
horse-power Corliss engine.
A general line of heavy
rubber goods is manufactured, such as belting, pack
ing, hose, valves, car-springs, wagon-springs, etc., and
these wares are to be found in use in nearly all parts
of the civilized world.
Company.1— This company
The Globe Rubber
was incorporated in April, 1881, with a capital of
$30,000.

James F. Brook is president;

John B.

Josiah Hollies, secretary; and
treasurer;
Works were erected
Jacob D. Joslin, superintendent.
on Prospect Street, near the Philadelphia and Read
Candy,

ing Railroad, and operations were commenced in July,
Belting, packing, springs, etc., are manufac
1881.
The machinery is driven by an
tured at this factory.
engine of one hundred and fifty horse-power, and one
hundred men are employed.

Knitting-Mill.— This was established in
Trenton
1870, by W. H. Slack, by whom it is still conducted.
The commencement of this, as of many other manu
factories, was small, no more than one hundred and
fifty dozen hose per day being produced ; from this
1 Since writing abovehave discontinued business.
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the business has gradually increased till the daily
production is from seven hundred to eight hundred
dozen.

Two hundred hands are employed in this factory,
and the machinery is propelled by an engine of
twenty-five horse-power.
Shirt-Factory. — J. T. Glenn commenced the manu
of shirts at Temperance Hall in 1875. In
1879 he removed to his present location, 31 East State

facture
Street.

hands are employed, and the goods
here are sold through this State and

Sixteen

manufactured
Pennsylvania.

Slate-Works. — Samuel Ellis established his slateon Spring Street, between Willow and Cal
The business consists of slate-roofing.
houn, in 1852.
Four hands are employed, and five hundred tons of
slate are annually used. This slate is brought mostly
from the Lehigh Valley in Pennsylvania.
Carriage-Wood Works.— In 1860, Edmund Craft
and Henry T. White established a manufactory of
carriage-wood work in a building that had previously
been erected by Mr. Craft for a manufactory of mill
supplies.
It was conducted by Craft & White till
1880, when William T. Craft purchased his father's
interest in the concern, and the business is carried on
works

under the same firm-name.
The machinery of this factory is driven by an
engine of fifty-horse power, and twenty-five men are
employed.
The timber used here is brought princi
pally from the West. The goods manufactured at
this factory are sent to all parts of the world.

Shoe-Factory. — In 1855, Jasper Laning
of shoes, for the whole
sale trade, in South Warren Street near Front. In
Laning's

commenced the manufacture

the manufactory was removed to 14 East State
Street, where it is still carried on by Mr. Laning.
He employs fifteen hands, and manufactures four
hundred pairs of shoes per month.

1880

Fagin's Shoe-Factory.— Watson, McClaskey &
Fagin commenced the manufacture of shoes at the
corner of Hanover and Greene Streets. They after
wards removed successively to State Street, to the
corner of Hanover and Warren Streets, and finally
to the corner of Warren and Bank Streets, where
Fagin succeeded the firm in 1875, and
Alexander
where he still conducts the business.
Fourteen hands are employed in this factory, and
five hundred pairs of shoes per month are produced.

Hattersly's
Manufactory. — Hattersly
Piano
Brothers, in 1877, established a manufactory of
pianos on the corner of Perry and Montgomery
Streets, where they have since conducted the busi
ness.

They have manufactured mainly for their
They employ eight hands, and manu

retail trade.

facture forty pianos annually.

Winkler's Piano-Factory.—

gan the manufacture of pianos,
Warren Street and Pennington

At

Gustav Winkler be
at the junction of

Avenue, in 1875.
first there were only himself, his brother, and

In 1878 he removed to No. 147
North Warren Street, and in 1881 to his present place
of business, a three-story brick building on North
Warren Street, near Perry. From a humble begin
ning his business has steadily increased till he now
employs seventeen hands. Unlike many larger manu
facturers, he makes all the parts of his instruments.
The Trenton Steam Soap- and Candle-Factory
was started in 1841, by A. W. Yard, on Mill Street,
near Warren.
He removed it to its present location
on the corner of Market and Union Streets, and af
In 1870 the
terwards sold it to William M. Stetler.
present firm, E. C. Niedt & Co., purchased the works,
and enlarged them to three times their former ca
pacity.
They can now produce five million pounds
of soap annually.
All varieties of soap are manufactured here, and
sold in all parts of the United States and in South
America.
The latest improved machinery has been
introduced, and by its use a large amount of manual
labor is dispensed with.
This machinery is driven
by an engine of ten horse-power.
Bedding.— Bloom & Godley. In 1874, D. D.
Davis & Co. established a manufactory of bedding on
the corner of Paul and Warren Streets.
In 1876 the
establishment was sold to J. C. Bloom and J. F.
Godley, who have since conducted the business under
the firm-name of Bloom & Godley.
In 1879 the
manufactory was removed to No. 140 Broad Street,
where it is still carried on.
From a small beginning the business has grown to
another workman.

large dimensions, and the bedding, mattresses, and
lounges manufactured here are sold in many States
in the Union.
An engine of eight horse-power is used to propel
the machinery in this manufactory, and fifteen hands
are employed.
About twenty-five tons of feathers,
ninety tons of husks, thirty of hair, twenty of cotton,
and many thousand yards of cloth are annually con
sumed.

Stoll.— In 1877, R. P. Stoll established a manu
factory of bedding, which has steadily increased in
importance to the present time. His business is prin
cipally the manufacture of mattresses, in which he
employs constantly from eight to ten hands, and
uses an engine of six horse-power.
His goods find a
market mostly in the States of New Jersey and Penn
sylvania, though many are sent elsewhere.
His fac
tory is at 216 Clinton Avenue.
Brushes.— In 1880, L. M. Clayton commenced the

manufacture of brushes of various kinds, especially
of mill and machine brushes.
The business has
grown from its modest beginning with one workman
till five are now required to meet the demands of the
trade. The manufactory is at No. 20 North Greene
Street.
G. D. Hammell also carries on the business of
brush-making.
His manufactory is in Front Street,
above Stockton.

CITY OF TRENTON.

From a small beginning the business has increased
the annual production amounts to forty thousand
gross of boxes.
To the manufacture of matches Mr. Leigh has
added that of paper boxes of various kinds, and in
this branch of the business he employs about twenty
The total number employed in the establish
hands.

till

ment is seventy-five.

Smith's Fertilizer-Works. — Among the manufac
tories of fertilizers that have come into existence
within a comparatively recent period, and that are
destined to be of great benefit to the farmers of the
country, is that of John R. Smith, of this city. These

is one hundred

thousand

bushels

The number of convicts employed in each of these
departments of manufacture
whips, 40 shoes, 97
and cuffs, 80

tannery,

;

;

shirts, 75

95

;

collars

hair-

picking, 12.

Taylor's Pork-Packing Establishment and Cat
tle-Yards. — In 1870, John Taylor established on
Perrine Avenue, near the Belvidere and Delaware
Railroad, the cattle-yards and slaughter-houses that
At first the business
he still carries on there.
amounted

to about three hundred

thousand dollars
has gradually increased till
now
reaches an annual average of, one million two hun
dred and fifty thousand dollars.
The establishment
covers about three acres of ground, and employs
seventy-five men.

it

annually, but

The beeves and swine slaughtered here are brought
The pork and beef packed at
mostly from the West.
this establishment find
market in various parts of
the United States, in the West Indies, in South Amer
ica, and Europe.

Financial. — The Trenton

Banking Company

was chartered in 1804, when but one other bank ex
isted in New Jersey.
The lot on which the bankinghouse stands, in Greene Street near State, was the
site of the old court-house and jail of Hunterdon

County, buildings that were erected prior to the Rev
olution.
It was deeded to the corporation in May,
1805, by Hugh Runyon, Andrew Reeder, James Ew
ing, and others, freeholders of Hunterdon County.
The original banking-house erected on this property
was

used

till

1838, when

was removed and a new

building erected. An addition was made to this and
its interior was improved in 1872, and
now prob
it

In 1876, Mr. Hendrickson sold his interest in the
establishment to J. R. Palmer, and in 1878 Mr. Leigh
became sole proprietor.

production

of lime. The limestone used here is brought from
the vicinity of Norristown, Pa.
Prison Manufactures. — Although the State Prison
can hardly be classed among the manufactories of
Trenton, yet several branches of manufacture are car
ried on here to render available the labor of convicts,
and a brief mention of these is quite. proper here.
There are six of these, viz. : Whips, shoes, collars
and cuffs, shirts, tannery, and hair-picking.

is

ness increased rapidly, rendering larger accommoda
tions necessary, and in 1869 they removed to Stockton
Street, below Front, where the business is still carried
on in a large brick building erected there.

annual

is,

Francis Pashley, Sr.,
commenced the manufacture of glue on the corner
of Calhoun and Spring Streets, in a building that was
used during the Revolution as a hospital.
Thence
he removed, in 1848, to Warren Street, near the
Feeder, and in 1858 he removed to the present location
of the factory, Willow Street, near the Bound Brook
Railroad.
In 1879, Mr. Pashley died, and the business has
since been carried on by his son, Francis Pashley.
Jewelry. — In 1874, Williams, May & Cb. estab
lished a manufactory of jewelry on the corner of
Centre and Federal Streets. This firm was succeeded
in 1877 by M. C. & C. H. Williams; then, in 1878,
it became M. C. Williams & Brother, and in 1881, A.
F. Williams became proprietor of the manufactory.
The business is now limited to the manufacture of
solid gold bracelets and rings.
Thirteen hands are
employed in the establishment.
The jewelry manu
factured here is sold in most of the large cities in the
United States.
Leigh's Match-Factory. —In 1868, Israel Hen
drickson and H. Leigh established a match manu
The busi
factory in Broad Street, near Livingston.
1843,

;

Glue-Factory. — In

a

cannery is about two hundred thousand cans of va
rious kinds of fruit. The cans are manufactured in
the establishment.

that had been carried on at the corner

it

to the business, which they conducted till 1882, when
Mr. Heidweiler retired from the firm. Mr. Miller
continues the business in a brick building on Stock
ton Street, near State. The annual production of this

manufactory

of Jackson and Taylor Streets by George James was
removed to the corner of Front and Stockton Streets,
and was there conducted by Whitaker, Darrow &
James.
In 1872, Joseph B. Richardson purchased
the concern, and he has since carried it on.
The works cover about one acre of ground, and ten
men are employed.
There are four kilns, and the

;

increasing scale till 1865, when he was succeeded by
Jesse Bodine and Samuel M. Youmans.
Iny 1872,
John C. Miller and Henry K. Heidweiler succeeded

works were established by him in 1877, on the bank
of the canal, near Perry Street. They occupy two
large brick buildings, and employ six men. The ma
chinery is driven by steam. The fertilizers manufac
tured here are sent to all parts of the country.
Richardson's
Limekilns. — In 1850 the lime

it

Miller's Fruit-Canning Establishment. — About
thirty-five years since William Bamford, Henry M.
Lewis, and Robert C. Bellville commenced the busi
ness of canning fruit, which did not then succeed.
Mr. Bamford continued the business on a gradually
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ably not excelled by any banking-house in the State.
From the time of its organization till the establish-
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ment of the national bank system this was a bank of
issue. It is now a bank of discount and deposit,
having never organized under that system. Its cir
culation at the time of the adoption of that system
was nearly four hundred thousand dollars, all of
which is believed to have been redeemed.
During its existence of more than three-quarters

of a century, this bank has in many instances, in
times of their embarrassment, aided by timely loans
the National and State governments, as well as the
The benefactions of
local municipal authorities.
this

institution to the government,

the State, and

the local authorities during the war of the Rebellion
will long be remembered by those who lived in that
dark period of the nation's existence.
Many interesting incidents in the history of this
In the
bank might be related did space permit.
book which has from the first been used for a record
of the signatures of those opening accounts with the
bank may be found the names of many prominent
citizens of this coun'ry, as well as distinguished
foreigners.
Among the latter are those of Prince
Lucien Murat, Marshal Jean Victor Moreau, and exKing Joseph Napoleon Bonaparte.
The presidents of this bank have been Judge
Isaac Smith, 1804-7 ; Col. Jonathan Rhea, 1807-15 ;
Gen. John Beatty, 1815-26 ; Dr. Thomas L. Wood
ruff, 1826-32 ; Philemon Dickinson, 1832-81 ; Joseph
Bruere, 1881.
The cashiers have been Pearson Hunt, 1804-29;
Joseph Olden Clark, 1829-33 ; John Titus, 1833-42 ;
Whittaker,
Thomas J. Stryker, 1842-72; Abbot

J.

1872.

The few changes in the officers of this bank during
a period of seventy-eight years constitute a remark
able feature in its history.
Benjamin Fish. — Three brothers, Nathaniel,

John, and Jonathan, came from England and settled
Jonathan removed to Long
at Lynn, Mass., in 1637.
Island and joined in the settlement of Newtown as
Jonathan's son Nathan remained at
early as 1659.
Newtown, and had, among other children, a son named
Benjamin, who married in 1728, and removed about
1745 and settled in the township of Trenton (now
Ewing), N. J. He, among other children, had a son
Benjamin, whose youngest son, Benjamin Fish, is the
subject of this sketch.
Benjamin Fish was born Nov. 15, 1785, in the
township of Trenton (now Ewing), county of Hun
terdon (now part of Mercer), State of New Jersey,
about five miles from the city of Trenton.
His early
years were passed on his father's farm, and his educa
tional advantages were all comprised in a few terms'
attendance at the district school in the winter.
In

ing between Philadelphia and Trenton, and soon after
engaged in the business of transporting commissary

govern
and ordnance stores across the State for the
public. The
general
the
for
merchandise
and
ment,
goods were taken from Philadelphia to Trenton, and

from there by wagons across the State to New Bruns
wick, whence they were transported by vessels to New
York City, and up the Hudson River to Albany.
The American army was then operating in Northern
New York, which was at that time almost a wilder
transported thousands of barrels pf
ness, and Mr. Fish

flour from Philadelphia in this way for its commis
He had under his charge at this time forty
sariat.
huge Conestoga wagons, drawn by four-horse teams,
by which he conveyed large quantities of ordnance
stores, and cannon weighing seven thousand five hun
dred and eight thousand pounds each. He continued
in this business until the close of the war. After

peace was proclaimed he began the lumber and mer
cantile business in South Trenton, and continued in
the lumber business until 1877, when he sold out his
Dur
interest to his partner, Mr. George S. Green.

ing the winter of 1823 he received twenty tons of coal
from Easton, Pa., of which he sold about ten tons
that winter at ten dollars per ton. This was the first
shipment and sale of coal in Trenton. Coal at that
time was brought down the Delaware River in huge

joined
boxes containing ten tons each, which were so
together as to form rafts and were called arks.
In 1825 he became connected with the Union Line
Stage and Steamboat Company, for the transportation

of passengers and merchandise between New York
and Philadelphia. The route was similar to that pur
sued in transporting government stores, the only dif

ference being that steamboats were used instead of
sailing vessels and stages took the place of wagons.
Two daily lines were run each way, starting at 6 A.M.
and 12 M., and conveyed passengers from one end of
the route to the other in about ten hours.

In

this he

continued until the Camden and Amboy Railroad was
built. The charter for this road was granted by the
Legislature in February, 1830.
He was one of the
original projectors and stockholders of the road, and
first conceived the idea of the great project by seeing
the short railroad which connects the stone quarries

This latter was built in 1826,
ever constructed in the
United States. The building of the Camden and
Amboy Railroad was begun in the spring of 1830, and
the first car with passengers passed over the road, be
tween Bordentown and Amboy, in December, 1832.
The cars were then drawn by horses, and horse-power

with Quincy, Mass.

and was the first railroad

1808 his father moved to Trenton,

was exclusively employed for nearly two years after
the road was opened to travel.
The first car with
merchandise passed over the road Jan. 20, 1833, and

teen hundred

was driven

then containing thir
inhabitants, and Benjamin entered into
the hotel and livery-stable business in partnership
with his brother. When the war with Great Britain
broke out in 1812, he became interested in vessels ply

by Mr. Fish himself from Amboy to the
Sand Hills, whence the freight was then sent by
wagons to Philadelphia, the river being closed by ice.
The first locomotive was a small and curious-looking
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CITY OF TRENTON.
affair compared with those in present use, and was
purchased in Europe by Robert Stevens.
It was
Bull,"
was exhibited at the Cen
called the "Johnny
tennial Exhibition, and is still sacredly preserved by
the company as an interesting memento of its early
days. Mr. Fish was a director of the company when
it first organized in 1830, and was annually re-elected

president of the board of trustees, which position he
held uninterruptedly
up to the time of his death.
He lived a quiet and unostentatious life ; was scru
pulously honest and painstaking, and leaves behind
Everybody
him a name fragrant with good deeds.
" Benny" Fish, as he was familiarly called, and
knew
everybody was glad to meet and greet the cheerful

for fifty years. This record is unparalleled among
the railroad men of this country, and probably in the
world. He was always one of the leading men in the
councils of the company and largely controlled in

old man.

shaping its policy.
He was one of the original stockholders in the
Delaware and Raritan Canal Company, and was col
lector of tolls at Trenton from the time of its comple

At a

tion until the same was leased to the Pennsylvania
Railroad Company.
He was one of the managers of
the Trenton Savings-Fund Society from its organiza
tion, and until January, 1880, and was always a mem
ber of the committee that made the annual examina
tion of the accounts. He was also one of the organizers

and directors of the Philadelphia Ferry Company,
and director of the Freehold and Jamesburg Agricul
tural Railroad, and at one time was president of the

He was a director of the Trenton Banking
Merchants' Transportation
Company, president of the
Company, and projector and president of the Trenton
" His account with the
Delaware Bridge Company.
latter.

Bank was opened in 1810. It is safe to say
that the books of no other bank in the State contain
the name of a customer who has kept an account with
it continuously for nearly seventy years.
"Mr. Benjamin Fish, who attended the meetings of
the board very regularly, was elected Feb. 11, 1833,
Trenton

and served for nearly forty-seven years.
" Early in the history of the bank two or three runs
for the redemption of its notes were made by its de
positors.
It is related by Mr. Benjamin Fish that
about 1837, one of these runs being in progress, he
went to Philadelphia, obtained a large sum in silver
from the Philadelphia Bank, went over to Camden,
and thence to the Sand Hills, now Yardville, where a
wagon was waiting for him, as no railroad then ex
isted from Trenton to Philadelphia. He then drove

rapidly to Trenton and unloaded the silver in front
of the bank. The crowd thereupon immediately dis
persed, being satisfied that the bank had the ability
demand."
to redeem its notes in coin on
Mr. Fish was formerly an Old-Line Whig, and at
the breaking up of that organization he allied him
self to the Republican party, of which he was an
He took a lively
earnest but unobtrusive member.
interest in all that concerned good government and
good morals. Many years ago he was a member of
the Legislature, and could doubtless have had other
political honors, but political office was not suited to
his tastes and he declined further public service. He

was elected a trustee of the First Presbyterian Church
on Dec. 8, 1825, and on Dec. 5, 1864, he was elected
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Up to the hour of his death he walked
the aid of a cane, and pursued his usual
daily rounds of labor unassisted by a clerk. He died
without

June

22, 1880.

meeting of the board of directors of the United
New Jersey Railroad and Canal Companies, held on
the 21st of September, 1880, the president of the board,
Mr. John G. Stevens, announced the death of Mr.
Benjamin Fish, who had been a director of the com
pany for fifty years, and on motion Mr. Ashbel Welch
was appointed

a committee

to draft suitable resolu

tions relating thereto.
At a meeting of the board held December 28th, Mr.
Welch presented a memorial of Mr. Fish, which con
tained an outline of his life and services, the main
facts of which are already embodied in this sketch.
Benjamin Fish married, April 7, 1812, Maria, daugh
ter of William Sackett and Elizabeth Moore, of the
seventysame township. Sh e died July 26, 1 865, in the
fourth year of age.
The result of this union were
nine children, of whom four died in infancy ; four
sons grew up, namely, Jonathan Sackett, Asa Israel,
Benjamin Moore, and Augustine Hallett, and one
daughter, Emma Maria, only one who survived her
She is the wife of John S. Chambers, of
and by her marriage has three sons living,
viz., John Story, Benjamin Fish, and Thomas Stryker.
One other grandchild survives, viz., Mrs. Emily A.
Auten, daughter of Jonathan Sackett Fish.
father.

Trenton,

Mr. Fish was a member of the First Presbyterian
Church of Trenton, of which he was for fifty-five years
an active trustee, and an attendant upon its worship
for more than seventy years.

Thomas J. Stryker was born at Princeton, N. J.,
June 23, 1800, and died at Trenton, Sept. 28, 1872.
He came from an old Dutch ancestry, two families of
which left Holland in 1652 and settled in New Am
sterdam.
His energy, self-reliance, sturdy manhood
were derived from this good parentage.
pastor of the First Presbyterian

Hall,

Rev.

John

Church of

Trenton, N. J., who had been intimately acquainted
with him for thirty years, made the following remarks
upon the occasion of his death :

"The voice of this whole community during theselast four days has
anticipated all that I could say of the facts which make the deathof Mr.
Stryker so generally deplored. Endeavoring to suppressany exaggera
tion to which personal attachment might unconsciouslylead me, only
repeat what is heard on every side when say that it is seldom that a

I

I

career is closed by death by which so many and various interests are
affected. Had he only filled one place, and filled it well, the vacancy
causedby hiB departure would have justified our lamentation. But he
was connectedwith so much that concerns the public, and he was so
efficient in whatever employed him, so few of the associationsof his
name,with anything to which he gave it, were merely nominal, that it

702

HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

is impossibleto doubt that the grounds of the general regret are real,
and the sorrow sincere.
11As a merchant and banker for forty-eight years he was brought into
connection with the general business of this city, and with its corre
spondentsout of it for all that time. The confidencewon by his judg
ment and integrity in these positions extended beyond the mercantile
line, and drew to him large numbers of personsfor friendly counsel in
their humble affairs. Many a widow and orphan have causeto remem
ber the protection he haB affordedthem, and the security in which he
has placed their scanty resources. Many can testify that he often added
to his advicethe meansof substantial relief.
"And as to executor, guardian, trustee, bondsman, arbitrator, the
sameconfidencedrew to him another large class of persons,who knew
how safewas their dependence,how judicious his mediation in contro
versies,how influential among men of all classesand tempers.
"Various positions of a more public kind were from time to time oc
cupied by him. He was once on the bench of the CommonPleas. He
servedas manager and secretaryof the lunatic asylum from its founda
tion to the latest meeting of the board. He was chosenby the Legisla
ture, with eight of the most prominent citizens of the State,to represent
New Jersey in what is known as the Peace Convention,at Washington.
in 1861. He was one of the commissioners appointed by the Legisla
ture to rebuild the State-House. He was president of the Trenton
Academy,a director of the savings fund, first treasurer of the Historical
Society of New Jersey, registrar of the Camden and Amboy Railroad
Company, treasurer of the board of trade, and has constantly been
called to servein positionswhich calledfor a prompt and popular officer.
"The principles on which Mr. Stryker acted in his sundry secular
occupations were more than thoBe of morality,, or of what Scripture
calls the religion 'taught by the precepts of men.' His integrity, be
nevolence,and usefulnesswerebasedon the accountability in which he
held himself to God. We have,therefore,no broad line to draw between
his businesslife and his religious life, as if they were diBtinct domains.
The Bible draws no such line. It is only another branch of his associ
ations with the community—one pursued day by day with the others,
and with the same sacred sanction—that is to be mentionedwhen we
speak of his ecclesiasticalconnection with large numbers of persons.
The greater part of his adult life was occupied on the Lord's Day as
teacheror superintendentof the Sabbath-8chool6
of this congregation,
and latterly of the Soldiers' Children's Home. He has beena trustee of
the church corporation since 1833,and a ruling elder of the church since
1836,wherehis first professionof faith, both in baptismand communion,
was madein July, 1831."

On the 30th of September following his decease the
board of directors and stockholders of the Trenton
Banking Company helda special meeting, and unan
imously passed resolutions bespeaking the uprightness
of Thomas J. Stryker, who had been a director of the
bank since 1831 and cashier since 1842, a period of
just thirty years at the time of the meeting.

Appropriate resolutions were also passed on the
same day at a meeting of the board of trade, city of
Trenton ; on the day previous by a meeting of the
teachers of the Sabbath-schools connected with the
First Presbyterian Church, and subsequently, on

October 18th, a minute was adopted by the Session
of the First Presbyterian Church of Trenton.
Thus
ended the earthly career of a gentleman most prom
inent in the active business and religious life of

Trenton.

The Trenton Savings-Fund Society

corporated

was in

by an act of the Legislature, March 7,
The corporators named in the act were Peter
D. Vroom, John C. Redman, John Read, Stacy G.
Potts, George Dill, Xenophon J. Maynard, Richard
J. Bond, Thomas J. Stryker, Jacob Kline, Jasper S.
Scudder, Timothy Abbot, Charles Parker, and Henry
W. Green, and their successors.
1844.

The society commenced business in 1847 in Chan
cery building, West State Street.
It afterward re
moved to No. 8 South Greene Street, and in Novem
ber, 1881, to its present banking-house, which it owns,

123 East State Street.
It is purely a mutual
Its
company, and of course has no capital stock.
deposits amount to more than one million one hun
dred and sixty thousand dollars.
The office of presi

No.

dent has been held by Stacy G. Potts, Peter D. Vroom,
and the present incumbent, Caleb S. Green ; that
of secretary and treasurer by Jonathan Fisk, John S.

Jr.
National Bank of Trenton. —The

Chambers, and Lewis Parker,

Mechanics'

and Manufacturers' Bank of Trenton was
chartered Feb. 19, 1834, with a capital of $125,000.
Feb. 16, 1843, by a legislative act, it was authorized
to reduce its capital to $100,000, which was done.
Mechanics'

March

1857, it was authorized to increase it to
which was gradually done.
The present banking-house, on the corner of State
In 1865
and Warren Streets, was erected in 1837.
this became a national bank under its present title,
Mechanics' National Bank of
Trenton, with a cap
ital of $350,000, which was afterwards increased to
19,

$500,000,

$500,000.

The present officers are Timothy Abbot, president ;
James H. Clark, cashier; William W. Stelle, assist
ant cashier ; and Joseph H. Hough, notary.
First National Bank of Trenton. — This was
organized

in 1864, with a capital of one hundred
dollars, which has been increased to five
hundred thousand dollars.
The first officers were
Caleb Sager, president, and Anthony Thorn, Jr.,
cashier. The present officers are Philip P. Dunn>
president; William T. Vannest, vice-president;
and
Charles Whitehead,
cashier.
The banking-house,
which is owned by the bank, is in East State Street,
near Greene.
This bank is a United States deposi
tory.
It has uniformly paid dividends on its capital
thousand

stock, and it has now a surplus.

Trenton Board of Trade.— The board of trade of
the city of Trenton was organized in February, 1868,
with the main object of promoting the commerce,
manufactures, and general business interests of the
city.
The first president of the board was John A. Roebling, who occupied that position at the time of his
death, which resulted from an accident while in the
discharge of his duties as engineer of the Brooklyn
bridge.

The list of presidents includes the names of some
of the most energetic and prominent business men
in the community, as follows: John A. Roebling,1
Hewitt,1
Charles
A. S. Livingston,1 Daniel T. Frost,
Blackfan,1
O. W.
William Dolton, J. R. Freese, A.
Exton, John Moses, George S. Greene, Dr. W. W. L.
Phillips, and Bennington Gill.
1Deceased.
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The present officers are Bennington Gill, president;
C. Lowthorp, first vice-president ; Dr. John Wool

verton, second vice-president ;

John

C. Owens, treas

urer; and William W. Stelle, secretary.
The organization has been successful since it was
established, and through its influence many public
matters have been projected and successfully com
pleted. Its present membership is about one hundred
of the most active business men of the community,
representing nearly every branch of manufacturing
and commercial interest of the city.

Standard Fire Insurance Company. — This was
chartered Feb. 27, 1868.
The corporators were John
C. Cook, William Boswell, Charles Bechtel, Albert
C. Bellville, John 0. Raum, Benjamin O. Tyler, Dan
iel Peters, Henry Denison, and W. D. Oliphant. The
capital stock was fifty thousand dollars, with power
to increase it to double that amount.
This increase
has since been made.
This company does not insure property outside of
the State of New Jersey. It is in a prosperous con
dition.

The officers are William Dalton, president;
and William M.
Stewart, vice-president;

John H.

Lindsay, secretary.
Trenton Water-Works. — On the 3d of December,
" An Act to authorize
1801, the Legislature passed
Stephen
through

Scales to convey the water from his spring
the several streets of the city of Trenton."

This charter conferred the usual right of passage
through private grounds, under certain restrictions.

In September, 1803, Mr. Scales sold this franchise
and his right to his spring to Thomas M. Potter,
Gershom Craft, and Alexander Cummings, who, by
an act of the Legislature, Feb. 29, 1808, were incor
porated as the "President and Directors of the Tren
ton

Water-Works."

The capital stock of this company was fixed at
twelve hundred dollars, with power to increase if
necessary. James Ewing was chosen president, and
Peter Gordon and Thomas M. Potter directors of this
company.
The stock was on the 10th of June, 1839, increased
to twenty thousand dollars, and this increase was con
At the
firmed by an act of the Legislature in 1852.
same time the privilege was, by a supplement to the
charter of 1803, granted to take water from the Dela
ware River.

In 1864 the Legislature authorized the city to pur
chase the works, with the sanction of the people at a
special election.
Accordingly, the works were pur
chased at a cost of eighty-eight thousand dollars,
and they have since been held and managed by the
city.
The first pipes were of wood. They were sufficient
when laid, but they were afterwards replaced by

others of iron, and these in their turn by others that
were larger, and so on as the demands of the city
Of these water-mains there are now
have required.
thirty-five miles. A reservoir has been constructed,
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and into this the water is forced from the river by
and from it distributed to all parts of the

machinery,
city.

The abundant supply of water which these works
afford adds greatly to the convenience and healthfulness of the people, and to the cleanliness of the
streets, at the same time that it affords ample means
of protection in case of fire.
For the purchase of and the various improvements
on these works the bonds of the city have been issued,
and the funded debt thus created amounts to two
and sixty-five thousand dollars.
To meet
this a sinking fund has been created. The annual
receipts from these works have steadily increased till
hundred

they are sufficient to defray all current expenses, meet
the interest on the funded debt, and pay into the
sinking fund a sum about ten thousand dollars in
excess of the requirements for liquidating the bonds
as they become due.

The present commissioners are John C. Miller,
William Hancock, George Brearley, Joseph Rice,
Robert Aitken, and Edward Stokes.
The officers are
John C. Miller, president ; John F. Sager, secretary
and treasurer;
John B. Quigley, superintendent;
George Larrison, office assistant; and Andrew Groves,
engineer.

Trenton Gas-Light Company.— This company was

incorporated

by a legislative act Feb. 19, 1847, with
of one hundred thousand- dollars. The
corporators were Xenophon J. Maynard, Gregory A.
a capital stock

Weart, Jesper Harding, and
Under this charter the company
commenced the erection of their works on Fair Street,
near the water-power, in 1848 ; and in 1849 the first
Perdicaris,

John A.

Joseph C. Potts.

gas was manufactured

from rosin.
In 1854 coal was
first used instead of rosin.
As the demand for gas has increased the capacity
of the works has been augmented, and additions have
been made to its buildings and grounds.
The works
lots on both sides of Warren Street.
The limitation of the charter was repealed Feb. 18,
now include
1873.

The works have a daily capacity of two hundred
and fifty thousand feet, and the gas-holder will con
tain two hundred thousand feet, which is the average
daily production in winter. There are twenty-one
Twenty-three men are employed by
miles of mains.
tbe company, and the annual consumption of coal is
four thousand five hundred tons.

Union Industrial Home Association for Desti
tute Children of Trenton.— Through the efforts of
Mrs. Henry James a meeting was held for the forma
tion of this association on the 3d of January, 1859.
On the 10th of the ensuing February the home was
opened for the reception of children, and one
little
girl, Maggie Stoner, was received that day. Within
a year from that date forty-nine more were received
and the annual average since has been fifty.
The board of managers consists of eighteen ladies
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who are empowered to choose their own officers.
The following is a list of the officers from the found
ing of the institution : Presidents, Mrs. George Roney,
Mrs. Eliza Hunt, Miss Rebecca S. Potts, Miss Ann
Eliza Bennet; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. David Clarke,
Mrs. B. 0. Tyler, Miss Rebecca S. Potts, Mrs. Jos..
Hall, Miss Sarah Sherman, Mrs. James Darrah ; Sec
retaries, Mrs. Henry James, Mrs. Wesley Wilson,
Mrs. Edward Appleton, Mrs. James Buchanan, Mrs.
Joshua Jones, Miss Anna T. Bailey, Mrs. Thomas
Bell ; Treasurers, Mrs. John R. Dill, Miss Anna T.
Baily ; first Board of Counselors, John R. Dill,
James T. Sherman, John A. Roebling, Daniel P.
Present Board of Managers:
Forst, Isaac Stevens.
President, Miss Ann Eliza Bennett; Vice-President,
Mrs. James Darrah ; Treasurer, Miss Anna T. Bailey ;
Secretary, Mrs. Thomas Bell ; present Board of Coun
selors, Daniel P. Forst, Isaac Stevens, John K.
Smith, Jonathan Steward, Edward Stokes, Samuel L.
Baily.
The History of School Education in Trenton.1 —

The private institutions of learning have always been
the predecessors of the public schools.
The famous
Trenton Academy was established on the 10th of
1781.
The original capital was £270,
February,
divided into thirty-six shares, held by the following
citizens : Chief Justice Brearley, Joseph Higbee,
Joseph Milnor, Renssalaer Williams, James Paxton,
Stacy Potts, Isaac Smith, Isaac Collins, William
Tucker, James Ewing, Conrad Kotts, Stephen Lowry,

Hunt, Moore Furman, R. Neil, Micaiah
How, Jacob Benjamin, W. Churchill Houston, John
Neilson, Francis Witt. The school was opened Feb.
It was then
14, 1782, with forty pupils of both sexes.
an elementary institution, but in August following it
was raised to the grade of an academy.
On the 10th
of November, 1785, the Legislature granted a charter

Abraham

to the proprietors and trustees respectively, and the
school company were raised to the dignity of " The
Proprietors of the Trenton Academy."
In 1794 the
Legislature authorized a lottery for the benefit of the
institution, and twelve hundred and sixty-three dol

lars and thirty-six cents was raised by that means.
The Trenton Academy, with an existence extend
ing over a hundred years, has a varied and interesting
history.
Many of the most distinguished citizens of
the State have sat under the instruction of its efficient
teachers, and its long muster-roll of students numbers
more than one name that has achieved a national
reputation.
The institution during the last few years

has declined to a great extent, and is but a feeble re
flection of what it was during its palmy days.
As Trenton increased in population the demand for
educational facilities was met by the establishment
of other private schools. Mr. Coles conducted one
towards the close of the century, and was succeeded
by Joshua Slack in 1815. Miss Dubois taught a pop1 By Edward S. Ellis.

ular young ladies' academy near the site of the First
Presbyterian Church.
Miss Burrowes had charge of
a select and fashionable school, and Hannah and Ann
Newbold, members of the Society of Friends, were
well-known instructors.
The first Sunday-school was established in 1809.
The most noted school, next to the academy, a halfcentury ago was that of Jared D. Tyler, which was
located near the residence of the late ex-Governor
Vroom. Mr. Tyler was from the South, and pos
sessed great learning and ability.
When Lafayette
visited Trenton in 1824, he attended service in the
First Presbyterian Church . Mr. Tyler offered a prayer
so touching and impressive that an eye-witness (the
late Dr. J. B. Coleman) saw from the gallery the
tears trickling down the cheeks of Lafayette.
Other private schools flourished as the State capi

tal increased in population,

and as early as 1816 the
step towards the establishment of a system of
public schools in New Jersey was taken. The Legis
first

lature directed the State treasurer

to invest the sum

of fifteen thousand dollars in United States bonds
bearing six per cent, interest as a permanent school
fund.
In the year following this sum was increased,
and in 1818, the Governor, the vice-president of Coun
cils, the Speaker of the Assembly, the attorney-gen
eral, and the secretary of the commonwealth
were
appointed trustees for the control and management of
the fund for the support of free schools.
The entire
amount of the fund was then made $113,238.78.
A
law was passed in 1820 authorizing the inhabitants
of any township to raise by taxation money for the
education of the children of the poor.
In 1824 it
was provided that one-tenth of all the State taxes
should be added yearly to the school fund.
In 1828
the inhabitants
were authorized to raise funds in
town-meetings to erect or repair school-houses.
A

careful canvass made during that year brought out
the astounding truth that more than one-third of the
children in the State attended no school whatever.
In 1829 the Legislature began the practice of making
annual appropriatious
for the support of public
schools, twenty thousand dollars being the sum ap
propriated for that year. In 1838 a general
move
ment was made towards remodeling the school sys
tem of the State. The annual appropriation
was

increased to thirty thousand dollars, each township
was authorized to raise by taxation an amount
double
that received by the State, the district system of dis

tributing the money was re-established,
the public money for the erection of

the use of
school buildings,
the purchase of fuel, furniture, and books was author
ized, and schools already organized by any religious
society were granted an equitable proportion of the
public funds.

The State Normal School was established in
1855,
the State Board of Education in 1866, and in
1867
the school law was remodeled and most important
improvements made.

.
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To Trenton belongs the honor of having estab
lished the first free school in New Jersey. The State
appropriations already mentioned were too meagre to
afford gratuitous instruction except to the most indi
gent pupils, and the institutions were long regarded
schools,"
as "pauper
only a very few of the attend
ants being willing to bear the stigma of receiving
their education free. A school was organized in 1833
in the old Masonic Hall, in Front Street, where no
tuition was charged. It was removed in 1838 to a
building in Academy Street, the lower portion of
which was used as a county jail, in the yard of which
stood the public whipping-post.
This was stealthily
taken down one night in 1839, and was never set up
again.

The Legislature in 1844 granted to the township of
Nottingham, now a part of Trenton, the privilege of
raising six hundred dollars for the support of a public
school, and five hundred dollars to erect a suitable
building. At the annual town-meeting in 1844 the
school committee recommended to raise by tax the
full sum allowed by the special township act, and
to appropriate the interest on the surplus fund of the
general government and the tax on dogs to the sup
port of public schools.
These recommendations were
carried by a large vote. In addition the committee
had luibbanded the State appropriation for two years,
amounting to three hundred dollars.
The committee purchased a lot one hundred feet
square in Centre Street, near the First Baptist Church,
for one hundred and sixty dollars, and erected a build
ing of brick thirty by fifty feet, two stories in height,
containing four rooms, each capable of seating sev
enty-five children.
On the 1st of September, 1844, the following teachers
were employed to take charge of the school : Joseph
Roney, principal, and Misses Susan J. Albertson, Han
nah Carlin, and Sarah Joycelin, assistants. The first
received an annual salary of four hundred dollars,
and the others one hundred and fifty dollars each.
When the doors were opened over four hundred chil
dren clamored

The principal rose to
for admission.
all who were under seven

the occasion by rejecting
years of age.

The High School, as it was called, which .was estab
in the old county jail building in Academy
Street, in May, 1844, was free to indigent pupils only
until 1848, when all were admitted without charge.
In the spring of 1849 the trustees and superintendent
recommended to the citizens to raise the sum of six
thousand dollars to pay for the erection of a new
Legal difficulties, however, were in
school-house.
terposed by the opponents of public schools, and Com
mon Council refused to appropriate the money. The
Legislature was applied to and authority was given to
make a loan of six thousand dollars for building a
school-house, and to raise by tax any sum, not to ex
ceed two thousand dollars, for the support of the
lished

schools.

In April,
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1850, there were three hundred and

thirty-

five white and twenty colored children attending the
public schools of Trenton, under the charge of G.

R. Roney, Misses P. S. Vancleve, Mary Johnson, M.
W. Thompson, and L. H.Tucker, with George Shreve
teacher of the colored school.

It is an unfortunate fact that, so far as can be
learned, there are no minutes of the proceedings of
the board of school trustees of the public schools pre
vious to 1850.
Since that date the minutes are occa
sionally defective, and during a number of years no
account at all of the doings of the trustees was pub
lished in any of the papers of the city.
Thus it is
that some periods in the history of our public schools
are without any record whatever.
The minute-book

of the Trenton Academy

affords an unbroken his
tory from the organization in 1781 to the present
time.
Among the school committeemen or trustees from

1844 to 1850 were X. J. Maynard, Dr. Francis A.
Ewing, Jonathan S. Fish, Samuel Stokes, James T.
Sherman, Frederick Kingman, Charles Skelton, S.
Wooley, D. Lodor, Lewis Parker, D. Lloyd, S. R.
Hamilton, P. H. Boswell, D. Clark, A. R. Harris, W.
Johnson, W. P. Mulford, M. C. Holmes, J. B. James,
S. G. Pott, C. Wilson, J. W. Leslie.
In 1847, J. T. Sherman was superintendent in
Trenton, and Charles Skelton in Nottingham. In
1848, Charles Skelton was superintendent in Trenton,
and Charles Hewitt in Nottingham.
In 1849, Charles
Skelton was superintendent in Trenton, and Samuel
Wooley in Nottingham.
The Academy Street building, two stories high and

numbering eight rooms, was opened Oct. 7, 1850, and
1856 there were seventeen teachers employed in
the public schools of Trenton, with nine hundred and

in

twelve pupils enrolled, and thirty-one awaiting
mission.

ad

The Market Street building was dedicated Satur
day evening, Feb. 5, 1859, and the school was opened
on the Monday succeeding, under charge of Charles
Britton. The demand for school accommodations
has never been fully supplied, and the monthly re
ports submitted to the trustees show that hundreds of
applicants are unable to obtain seats.
The year

1874 was a memorable one in the edu
history of Trenton, inasmuch as it saw the
rounding up of the school system by the establish
ment of the High School.
This building was dedi

cational

cated Friday evening, Oct. 2, 1874.
Its curriculum
is a liberal one, embracing all the requirements of a
thorough academic education, and extending over a
period of six years.
The institution employs ten

teachers, with three hundred and fifteen pupils en
rolled, and an average attendance of three hundred
and five.

The following are the other public schools in the
city, with the number of teachers engaged, pupils en
rolled, and the average attendance:
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Academy Street
Grant Avenue
Bellevue Avenue
Rose Street
Jefferson Street
Ringgold Street (colored)
Centre Street
MarketStreet
Union Street
Sixth Ward

Average
PupiIs
j.eacueis. enrolled,
Teachers
attendance.
503
14
576
186
4
214
140
186
4
213
167
4
199
140
4
55
67
2
360
465
14
163
218
5
121
172
4
86
115
3

Total

69

2787

2249

In addition the board of trustees has contracted for
the erection of a new building in the Second Ward, to
It will
be completed during the autumn of 1882.
contain four rooms, and seat two hundred pupils.
The board of school trustees of the city of Trenton
for 1882 are : Superintendent,

Cornelius

Shepherd,

William H. Mickel ; Secretary,
Charles L. Ashmore ; First Ward, Edward S. Ellis,
William A. MacCrellish ; Second Ward, George N.
Nutt, E. V. R. Richards; Third Ward, M. C. Weikheiser, Joseph G. Brearley ; Fourth Ward, J. Fletcher
Dickson, Charles Megill ; Fifth Ward, James C.
Thomas, Samuel Walker, Jr. ; Sixth Ward, Charles
L. Ashmore, John A. Wilson ; Seventh Ward, Henry
R. Mayer, William H. Mickel.
To attain success in imparting instruction, the
teacher must be thoroughly trained in the science
and art of teaching, and his calling must be elevated
This self-evident truth, as it
to that of a profession.
M.D.

; President,

may be called, emphasized and iterated by prominent
educators, led to the legislative appropriation of ten
thousand dollars in 1855 for the establishment of a
Normal School in the State capital. The following
gentlemen constituted the first board of trustees :
James G. Hampton, Joseph N. Thompson, Richard
S. Field, David Cole, Franklin S. Kinney, Charles
Sitgreaves, Thomas Lawrence, Lyman A. Chandler,

William M. Babbitt, Dudley S. Gregory.
The corner-stone of the building was laid by Gov
ernor Price, Oct. 9, 1855, and the school was dedi
The school opened in tempo
cated July 17, 1856.
quarters
with fifteen students, which
Oct.
1855,
1,
rary
increased to forty-four by the close of the year.
The first principal was William F. Phelps, A.M., a
man of marked executive ability, personal magnet
ism, and great enthusiasm in the cause to which he
devoted his energies. During the nine years of his
administration
he did more for the advancement of
education in New Jersey than has ever been achieved
by any other person. In 1864 he resigned to take
charge of the first Normal School established in Min
nesota, and was succeeded by that eminent scholar
S. Hart, LL.D. He resigned in 1871, and was
followed by Lewis M. Johnson, who retired in 1876.
His successor was Washington Hasbrouck, Ph.D.,

John

known for many years as an eminently practical and
successful educator.
Dr. Hasbrouck's administration
has been very prosperous, thorough, and popular, and
¦his lectures and address before the teachers' institutes
have been received with marked favor.

The Model School, in which the teachings of the
Normal School are practically exemplified, was estab
lished in 1858.
In 1865 the State purchased the two
buildings of the trustees, and the ample grounds which
inclose them.

In

1879

the State became the owner

of the entire property, including the boarding-houses,
for which the sum of sixty-eight thousand dollars
was paid.

For the year ending June 30, 1881, there were 236
pupils, of whom 41 were males and 195 females.
During the same period the attendance in the Model
Both of
School was 305, with an average of 283.
these institutions have been highly successful from
the beginning, and their beneficent influence upon
the cause of education throughout the State has been
beyond computation.

The following are the officers and instructors of the
Normal School : Washington Hasbrouck,
Ph.D.,
Principal, Philosophy of Education and Pedagogics ;
Austin C. Apgar, Natural Sciences and Geography ;
and Methods ;
Elias F. Carr, A.M., Mathematics
Dickerson H. Farley, Penmanship and Book-keep
ing ; Clara L. Hall, Rhetoric, English Literature,
and History ; Mary Ryan, Reading and Orthography ;
Harriette Matthews, English Grammar, Mental Sci
ence, and Synonyms ; Isadora Williams, Elementary
Methods and Object Teaching; AdelaiJe Cornogg,
Drawing; Laura C. Johnson, Vocal Music ; Alfreds.
Brace, Instrumental Music.
Public Libraries.— As early as 1750 a library was
established in Trenton, but none of its records are
known to exist.
The library is mentioned by the
historian Smith.

In

Apprentices'

Library Company was
Ewing, president; Samuel
L. Southard, vice-president; and Zachariah Rossell,
secretary.
The association had a successful and use
ful existence during a number of years. After it
ceased to exist the books were for many years in the
possession of the librarian, Samuel Evans. They
afterwards came into the possession of the Young
Men's Christian Association.
The Trenton Library Association was formed, and
its library was opened, in 1852.
Its first officers were
Hon. Samuel D. Ingham, president; Alfred S. Liv
ingston, secretary ; and Jonathan F. Cheeseman,
treasurer and librarian. For a year the library was
kept in the corner store of Temperance
Hall, but in
1853 it was removed to the second story of a building
in Greene Street near State. After many years of
1821

the

established, with Charles

great usefulness the association ceased
to be active,
and its books came into the possession of the Young
Men's Christian Association.
In March, 1879, this
association became extinct, and by permission of the
members of the old Trenton Library Association the
Women's Christian Temperance Union assumed con

trol of this library.

The Union has added about one
books to the library, which now numbers
about three thousand seven hundred volumes
The
thousand
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library and reading-rooms

are at Nos. 20 and 22 East

State Street.

The Constitutional Library Association, composed
of young men, most of whom were minors, was es
tablished in 1853.
Its meetings were held in the
third story of the City Hall.
City Business College. —This institution was es
tablished at Temperance Hall in 1865 by Messrs.
It was one of the
Bryant, Stratton, & Whitney.
Bryant & Stratton international chain of commercial
colleges.

It was first in charge of J. S. Chamberlin as prin
cipal, with two assistants. In April, 1866, G. A. Gaskell became principal, succeeded two months later by
A. J. Rider. In August, 18o6, J. A. Beecher pur
chased Mr. Whitney's interest and took charge. In
October of the same year the institution was removed
to its present location, 20 and 22 East State Street,
a ladies' and a preparatory department were
In 1869, Mr. Beecher withdrew and Mr.
added.

and

Rider became principal.
In 1870 this college became a member of the
International Business College Association, and Mr.
William B. Allen became joint proprietor. In April,

1881, Mr. Allen retired from the firm, and the col
lege has since been conducted by Mr. Rider alone,
This
with Thomas J. Stewart as associate principal.
institution has had a large patronage, not only here

of the States in the Union.
Trenton in the Rebellion.— The excellent record
of the State of New Jersey in the civil war of 1861-65
The promptness with which
is a matter of history.
she filled all requisitions for troops, and the fact that
her quota was exceeded by the number of her volun
teers in the service, were, and they will always be, a
source of pride to all her citizens. In supplying men
to fill the quota of the State and prevent the neces
sity of a draft, Trenton did her full share. Her
but from a majority

patriots went forth to encounter the dangers and face
the stern realities of grim-visaged war, and her citi
zens faithfully cared for the families that were thus
left without protection and support. Here, as else

where, the bombardment of Fort Sumter aroused a
thrill of patriotism that was not allayed during the

It is not too much
contest.
patriotism of the Trentonians
for as large expenditures in
in some localities, though the
to contribute

to say that the ardent
prevented the necessity

bounties as were made
people ever stood ready
as liberally as those of any part of .the

Union.
A Union meeting was held at Temperance Hall on
the evening of April 18, 1861, at which a resolution
was adopted requesting the Common Council to make
such appropriations as might be necessary to provide
liberally for the families of those who might volun

Within a few days subscriptions aggregating a
teer.
large sum had beeu made. This was disbursed by a
mayor was chairman.
committee, of which the
The ladies here as elsewhere gave substantial
46
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proofs of their loyalty by their contributions
for the
comfort of the soldiers in the field and in hospitals.
These contributions were made directly and through
societies that were organized for the purpose of dis
pensing these charities.
The city was, by an act of the Legislature, May 3,
1861, authorized to borrow ten thousand dollars for
the relief of the families of volunteers, and the Com
mon Council passed an ordinance to carry this law
into effect. At different times subsequently during
the war the city made large expenditures for the pro
motion of volunteering.

In July, 1862, the patriotic spirit of the people in
Trenton prompted them, on the occasion of the re
verses which the Union arms then encountered, to
put forth efforts for the promotion of recruiting, and
large amounts were then subscribed for that purpose.
At subsequent times during the war, when calls for
more men were made, they were met by the same
prompt response, and money to any necessary amount
was furnished by the city authorities and the contri
butions of patriotic citizens.

That there were a few here whose patriotic sym
pathies were not as strong and active as those of a
majority is without doubt true, and that there were
others of undoubted loyalty whose views with regard
to what they termed extreme measures did not accord
with those of their more ardent fellow-citizens,
is
equally true. Twenty years have passed since that
terrible war was inaugurated,

and the bitter and pos

sibly uncharitable feelings which it engendered have
in a measure subsided. There are probably few who
can look back and review their action during that
period without a twinge of regret because of words or
acts to which the feelings that were then excited led
them. Even among the participants in that war a
kind feeling has taken the place of the rancor that
then existed.
An evidence of this has been seen in
an interchange of friendly visits between military or
ganizations in Trenton and Richmond that were en
gaged in actual hostilities on opposite sides
during
that contest. The lavish hospitalities that were be
stowed and received on these occasions will not soon
be forgotten by either.

Hotels of Trenton, Early and Later.— In com
of the State
of New Jersey of 1668, requiring every town in the
State to provide an ordinary for the relief and enter
tainment of strangers, the keeper of which was re
pliance with the act of the Legislature

quired to procure a license for that purpose from
the
proper authorities, and "oblige himself to make
suffi
cient provision of meat, drink, and lodging for stran
gers,"
and for neglect of which, in any of the towns
they were to forfeit forty shillings fine to the country
for every month's default after publication of the law

Trenton, not being willing to incur the penalty, had
always bountifully provided for the relief and
enter
tainment of strangers in an ample supply of hotels.
The oldest hotel now standing, and still kept as

ard.

On the Assanpink Creek, on the east side of Broad
Washington
Street, stood the True American Inn.
made this hotel his headquarters. It was kept at that

afterwards by John A.
Its last proprietor was
It was kept as a hotel until the
Henry Katzenbach.
28th of March, 1843, when it was destroyed by fire.
It was a frame building, originally but two stories in
height.
The sidewalk to the house was four steps

Jonathan Richmond,
Batt and Daniel Mclntyre.

, time by

above the street or roadway, the ascent to which
being by stone steps ; but when the street was graded
in 1839 the sidewalk was cut down, giving an addi

tional story to the house, making it three stories high,
the lower story built of stone. The site once occu
pied by this hotel has now erected upon it handsome
stores, and constitutes a part of what is now known
as the Assanpink Block.

During the Revolutionary war the headquarters of
Rahl, the Hessian commander, was the City
Tavern, on the corner of Warren and Bank Streets,
where St. Mary's Roman Catholic Cathedral now
stands. It was in this hotel that Col. Rahl breathed
his last, on the third day after being wounded, at the
time of the capture of his army by Washington.
Its
proprietors were John Van Fleet, Samuel Crossley,
Norbury Bashford, John Mount, Abbott Dansbury.
In 1798 the yellow fever prevailed in Philadelphia
to an alarming extent, at which time the public offices
of the United States were removed here. John Adams
Col.

thereby uniting the three into one municipality.
Before the union, and about the year 1800, there was
in the city proper, north of the creek, as well as south

of
the Eagle Tavern, which stood in Warren Street,
on the site now occupied by the Third Presbyterian

Church.
It was frame building, and before was
opened as a hotel had been occupied by Judge Wil
liam Trent, of Philadelphia, as his summer residence.
It was in later times kept by Isaac Van Orden Nor

it

night before the battle of Princeton, and which re
sulted in his midnight retreat to the latter place by
the Sandtown road (now Hamilton Avenue) on the
night of Jan. 2, 1777, where on the following day the
battle of Princeton was fought.
Gen. St. Clair's headquarters (Douglass house) was
upon the site in Broad Street now owned and occu
pied by the German Evangelical Lutheran Church.
The proprietors of this hotel of recent date have
been George Phillips, Benjamin Reed, Orin Bailey,
Paynter Atkinson, Runyon Tims, David Tims, Wil
liam Doble, Jeremiah Bruton, Andrew Weir, Marga
ret Weir, and its present proprietor is Thomas Leon

called Mill Hill and Bloomsbury.
In the former
year the borough of South Trenton was by act of
the Legislature incorporated with the city proper,

;

sons crossing the ferry, and thence proceeded to the
residence of Capt. Alexander Douglass, in Broad
Street, where Gen. St. Clair had his headquarters,
and at which place the council of war was held the

Trenton was the Assanpink Creek, all below being
" the borough of South Trenton." This bor
called
ough was formed in 1840 from two villages, then

bury Bashford being its last proprietor.
The Blazing Star Hotel was located on the corner
of Warren and State Streets (at that time called
King and Second Streets), where the Mechanics' Na

tional Bank now stands.1 In 1785
was kept by James
Witts, and at one time by Jacob Bergen, and called
the French Arms Hotel. It was at this hotel, after
the ceremonies of the reception of Gen. Washington

at the arch erected on the Assanpink bridge on his
way to New York to be inaugurated the first President
of the infant republic, that he received the visits of
his friends. At the time of the reception
was kept
by Samuel Henry, and called the City Tavern.
Its
subsequent landlords were Joseph
Broadhurst, Ben
jamin Smith, Joseph Van Cleef, Mrs. Francis
Green,
Thomas Ryan, and Stacy Kirkbride.
This house was

it

street takes its name, and thence marched east to the
"Eagle Tavern" (now hotel), where he halted, it
being at that time the regular stopping-place for per

built by John Dagworthy,

about the year 1760, two
large building.
was quite
The
front door was reached by eight steps, which extended
either way from north to south, similar to those of the
bank that'stands upon the same spot.
stories high.

It

The Bull's Head Hotel was located on the south
side of Second Street (now State), about
half-way be"On the 1st of November,1784,the Congress of the United
States
met at Trenton, and their sessionswere held at this hotel,
being the
largest building in the city at that
time. All the Stateswere repre
sentedexceptMaryland. New Jersey wasrepresentedby
Hons. William.
Churchill Houston and John Beatty. Richard Henry
Lee, who was said
to be the gentleman who originally made the
motion in Congressfor
declaring the Statesof America independentin the year
1776,waschosen
president. The Hons. Samuel Dickand
Charles Stewart, member'sof thisState,arrived the next day after the assembling.
" The Marquis Gilbert
de Motier Lafayette arrived here from the
South on Thursday, the 10th of December,1784,and
visited the Congressof the United States then in sessionhere on the
11th day of the same
month.
"The Council and Assembly of the Slate also held
their sessions at
this house."
it

it on the 25th. When he recrossed on the 30th of
December it was at the ferry, from which the above

and was torn down at the opening of West Hanover
Street through to Warren.
Previous to the year 1851 the southern boundary of

it

the Hessians, Dec. 26, 1776, Gen. Washington returned
with his prisoners to the Pennsylvania side of the
Delaware River, in the same manner as he had crossed

then being President, removed his residence here. His
quarters were at the Phocuis Hotel, in Warren Street.
This hotel has been kept by Enoch Cook, Elizabeth
Cook, Norbury Bashford, John Miller, and after his
death by Charles Harley. The building was of stone,

a

on the corner of Broad

and Ferry Streets, in the Third Ward.
This was used and occupied for the same purpose
during the Revolutionary war. After the capture of

a

" Eagle Hotel,"

it,

such, is the
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CITY OF TRENTON.

here that can be to make its visitors comfortable.

it,

it

rives its name from its resemblance to a fort, and also
the name of its first proprietor and owner.
It has
been kept by Joshua Rawnsley, its owner, until his
death, afterwards by Charles Fow, Andrew Weir,
John McCoy, George Lawton, and William T. Do
ran, who remained there until his death. It has
grocery-store.
since been converted into
The Merchants' Hotel, East Hanover Street, was
opened by William Hewett, who kept
for several

it

neighborhood where ob
years, but being located in
jections were raised to
not on account of the man
quiet house, but the
ner
was kept, for Hewitt kept
residents objected to having
hotel in their midst
and remonstrances against its being licensed were
sent into Common Council, and its license being re
fused Hewett abandoned
and
was afterwards
purchased and kept by Charles Fow as
first-class
boarding-house until his death.
a

a

it

Crozer, George H. Snowhill, and John W. Souder.
Its present gentlemanly proprietors are Henry B. Paul
and Eli K. Ale. It is a first-class house.
The American, on the corner of Warren and West
Hanover Streets, is also a first-class house. Its pro
prietors have been Joshua Hollingshead, Joshua
English, Isaac Heulings, John V. D. Joline. Ed
mund- Bartlett, Walter F. Bartlett.
The present
This
gentlemanly proprietor is Alexander Jacobus.
It has
is one of the most popular hotels in the city.
a billiard parlor attached, and everything is done

FortRawnsley Hotel, or, as was afterwards called,
Fort Hotel, was located at the junction of Blooms
bury (now South Warren Street) and Lamberton
Streets. It
built of brick and stuccoed, and de

a

about the year 1862 was considerably enlarged, and
opened as a hotel under its present name by Daniel
It has subse
Peixotto and Charles M. Norcross.
quently been kept by William P. Brewer, Thomas

This house
celebrated for its steamed oysters,
and for every delicacy in its season.
Ford knows how
to keep
restaurant and hotel.

a

In
State, and was the residence of its Governors.
1845 it was sold to Joseph Wood, Dr. John McKel
way, John A. Weare, and Joseph C. Potts, for the
sum of thirteen thousand eight hundred dollars, and

with
first-class restaurant where the public may
obtain meals at all hours.
It was formerly kept by
Benjamin Gordon and Stephen Gilbert.

a

and has always been considered, under its present
This hotel has billiardproprietor, a first-class hotel.
parlors attached in its rear.
The State Street House formerly belonged to the

whom the hotel derives its name. Since he has taken
possession he has greatly enlarged
and made many
improvements in its appointments.
" The Office," kept
by John J. Ford, has connected

it,

mund Burke, Benjamin and Israel Fish, Joshua Eng
lish, Charles Howell, William Watts, Samuel Kay,
Harry Earley, John J. Willis, Orin B. Naussett, and
Joseph A. Cutler. Its present proprietor is Austin
M. Walton.
The Trenton House is located in Warren Street, di
rectly opposite the United States Hotel. It has been
kept by Peter Smick, William Snowden, and others.
Its present popular proprietor is Peter Katzenbach.
It is the largest and most roomy of any in the city,

It was first opened by Margaret Gordon ; afterwards
the property was purchesed by John McGuire, who
kept it as a hotel until his death. Its present affable
and gentlemanly proprietor is Robert Dowling, from

it,

The Indian Queen Hotel was the one now called
the United States Hotel, and is located on the west
side of Warren Street. Its proprietors have been Ed

The Clinton Avenue Hotel is near the depot of the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, and kept on the
European plan.
Its proprietor is Richard Bamford,
whose whole life has been that of a caterer. Its
former proprietor was Henry A. Spencer.
Dowling's Hotel, Broad Street, south of Factory.
This has been kept as a hotel for about fifty years.

is

and the other by Edward G.

Updegrove.

sized likeness of the baron on horseback. This hotel,
like the swinging signs, has long since disappeared.

is

Frederick Caminade

custom of the day, but now having become entirely
obsolete in cities, public opinion having long since
required their removal).
This sign contained a full-

a

upon the same spot, where he kept a furniture-store
until his death. The building is now occupied as
two hotels, billiard- and pool-rooms, one kept by

The Baron Steuben House was on Broad Street, op
posite Livingston. It was distinguished by a large
swinging sign in the street in front of the hotel (the

it

Bull's Head is at the junction of Warren and Greene
Streets, formerly Lamb Tavern, and is kept by Henry
Spencer.
Its former proprietors were Henry Pauck
and Jacob Hester.
The Indian King Hotel was located in Warren
Benjamin S.
Street, facing East Hanover Street.
Disbrow afterwards erected his large iron building

kept by him until his death. It has since been kept
by William A. Green. Its present proprietor is Rich
ard Westcoatt.
It ranks second to none in the city
as a quiet home, and is kept in first-class style.

a

being occupied, it was used as a hotel, and called the
Mansion House. Its owner and proprietor was Joshua
English, who kept it until his death. The present

The Tremont House, on the corner of East State
and West Canal Streets, was built by Peter Grim as
a hotel, and kept by him until his death.
It was
afterwards purchased by Joseph Cunningham,
and

it

tween Warren and Greene. It was kept at one time
by Henry Drake and Abram Praul Atkinson, but
more recently by Charles Green, under the name of
the Farmers' Inn.
It was a two-story frame build
ing, and was taken down for the erection of the large
stuccoed building now standing thereon, and occupied
lawyers'
as stores and
offices.
Previous to its thus
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Madison

House, Greene Street, opposite Academy.

The Centennial stores, built in 1876, by Rev. Father
Anthony Smith, occupy the same site. It was kept
by William Morton and Nathan Richardson, then by
Solomon Sutphen, Samuel Mulford, and afterwards
by Charles Fow, who remained there until the build
ing was taken down in 1876.
The Lafayette Hotel, in Greene Street, near East
after
Hanover, was kept by Nathan Richardson,
wards by Charles Howell, and then by Charles Fow.
Some years ago

it

was torn down, and the handsome
Thomas C. Hill's confec

buildings now constituting

tionery and restaurant and Henderson G. Scudder's
dry-goods store were erected on the same spot.
Charles Netter keeps a hotel and first-class res
taurant in Warren Street near State. This hotel and
eating-house is named from its proprietor, who as a
caterer is unsurpassed by none in the city. Here can
be found everything in the eating line in its season
and his tables are bountifully supplied with the best
of everything that can he obtained, — oysters of the
very choicest kind, terrapin, soft-shell and hard-shell
crabs, turtle, etc., at all times, and as early in the
season as they can be procured.
The restaurant and saloon under Taylor OperaHouse, in Greene Street, was formerly kept by Charles
Netter.
Its present proprietor is Charles C. Engel.
A first-class meal can be obtained here at all hours.

Marion Hotel, Warren corner of Mill Street, was
kept for many years by Alfred R. Lloyd, afterwards
by Christian Huber. Its present proprietor is John
Eisenbach.

Railroad House, South Warren corner of Bridge
Street, kept by Cornelius Vanderveer, and afterwards
by Charles Fow, Dominick Caminade, and Joseph
O'Neill. Its present proprietor is John Aitken.
Jackson Hotel,

345 Broad

Street, Samuel

proprietor.

Flag Tavern

Bower,

tion it was kept by Benjamin Reed, who lost every
thing by the fire, and he and his family were com
pelled to live in a barn in the rear of where the hotel
stood until such time as the citizens of the neigh
could procure him
commence housekeeping.
borhood

sufficient

furniture to

Irving House, Southard, corner of Jefferson.
Brown, proprietor.
Rising Sun Hotel, 35 and 37 Pennington
William Conners, proprietor.
Crawford's Hotel, 104 Market Street.
Crawford, proprietor.
East Trenton
House,
Thomas Dean, proprietor.

Fifth Ward House,

370

Flag

Avenue,

Clinton Street.

Henry
Avenue.

James V.
Millham.
James Dil

523

Wil

Perry Street.
223

Clinton

Green

Street.

hotel,

Street.

Grand Central Hotel,

John Winter,

123

South

proprietor.

Chambersburg Hotel, Broad Street, corner of Cole
man. David Haas, proprietor.

Columbia House, 319 North Warren, corner of
Tucker Street. William Harley, proprietor.
Albert Brandt, Exchange Hotel, Oyster- and ChopHouse, 25 and 27 East Hanover Street.
Resort House, 121 South Greene Street.
Henry
Hetzel, proprietor.
Michael Hurley, hotel and liquor saloon, 29 East
Hanover Street.
Christian Jenther, 1065 and 1067 Broad Street;
also dealer in bottled beer.
James Kelly, 130 and 132 South Warren Street.
Hamilton and Clinton Avenue House, 201 Hamil
ton Avenue.
Anthony Kuhn, proprietor.
Centre Street House, 11 and
George Lawton, proprietor.

13

Centre

Street.

John Lischer, hotel, wine and beer saloon, 120
North Greene Street.
East Trenton Hotel, Clinton, corner of Kossuth
Street. Daniel Lutz, proprietor.
Merchants'
Hotel, 151 Broad Street. Edward Mahoney, proprietor.

" Willie Waddle"
House, 432 Broad Street.
Wil
liam Mendham,- proprietor.
Township House, 265 Clinton, corner of Cass, Mill
ham.

John

Merryweather,

proprietor.

Albion House Hotel, 531 Perry Street.
Millington, proprietor.
Minerd's Hall, 120 South Greene Street.
C. Minerd, proprietor.
Veteran

was located on Broad Street, near the

spot now occupied by the German Evangelical Luth
eran Church.
It was kept at one time by John McKonkey. On Saturday morning, April 9, 1836, it was
entirely destroyed by fire. At the time of its destruc

lon, proprietor.

International Hotel, 521 and
liam McGill, proprietor.
Edward Dwyer, proprietor

House,

Broad

168

Street.

Mueller, proprietor.
Josephine Mueller, hotel and saloon,

Richard
Charles

Charles
145

Street.

P.

Broad

Michael O'Neill, 143 Broad, corner of Factory, re
cently deceased.
Borough Hall, Broad Street, Chambersburg.
Isaac
Rouner, proprietor.
Alfred Rowe, proprietor hotel, 290 Clinton Street.
Deer Hotel, Lamberton,
Charles Salb, proprietor.

James Sampson,
Broad Street.

proprietor

Montezuma
House,
proprietor.

Stahuber,

corner of Federal Street.

839

Sampson

House,

Broad Street.

456

Korbin

Rhein,"

Wacht Am
323 Lamberton Street. Chris
tian A. Stubenazy, proprietor.
" Old House at Home,"
506 Perry Street.
Thomas
Sweetnam, proprietor.

John Thele, hotel, wine and beer saloon, 451 Broad
Street.
Christopher Thompson, 320 Clinton
Street.

CITY OF TRENTON.
White House, hotel and restaurant, 6 South War
ren Street. Sylvester Van Sickell, Jr., proprietor.
Eberhard Vollmer, hotel, 232 Clinton Street.
James Waldren, hotel, Bridge, corner of Lamber
ton Street.

J.

Bound

Brook Hotel,

241

Willow Street.

Thomas

Donohue, proprietor.

Union Hotel,

125 South

Feeder

Street.

John E.

Walsh, proprietor.

John B. Titus, hotel, 201 South Warren Street.
Seventh Ward Hotel, Pennington Avenue, be
tween Warren and Greene Streets. J. E. Walsh,
proprietor.
Dickinson House, now Hanover Street House, is
in East Hanover Street, west of Greene. It was
opened by Samuel and Lambert Dickinson, from

it derived its name. It has since been kept
by Peter P. Post, William Harley, and S. W. Cubberly.
Its present proprietor is Joseph O'Neill.

whom

Mercer County Hotel was located on the corner of
and Market Streets, directly opposite the
county court-house, hence its name. Its proprietors
were Margaret
Gordon, Charles D. Warner, and
Broad

George Davis.
It has been relinquished as a hotel,
and the building is now used as a drug-store, and for
other purposes.

National Hotel, East Hanover, between Greene
Warren Streets. Its proprietors have been
Charles F. McCoy, Elijah Mount, Runyon Toms,
Solomon
Its
Sutphen, and William H. Earley.
present proprietor is Henry J. Johnson ; manager,
Edward B. Johnson.
Fox Chase Tavern stood on the Brunswick road,
near the junction of Warren and Greene Streets. The
house was owned by William Cain.
His widow, after
his death, married Joseph Bond. She managed the
and

establishment.

There have been other hotels in the city, among
which were the southwest and southeast corners of
Warren and State Streets, where the True American
printing-office now is and the cigar-store of Messrs.
Tray & Brother ; another on the west side of Warren
Street, near Pennington Avenue ; another at the ferry
at the foot of Calhoun Street, kept by William Crossley; but we find it impossible at this late day to
obtain any reliable account of them.
Secret Orders and Societies.1— Freemasonry.
— Freemasonry
is undoubtedly
the oldest secret

It

order in existence.

stretches over an arc of the

world's history whose vastness is inconceivable.
Like
the Sphinx of Egypt, it looks back over the century
waves of the past until they vanish in the misty

The building of King Solomon's

ocean of antiquity.

Temple, the most wonderful structure ever reared on
earth, was the fitting birthplace of the fraternity
whose beneficent arms reach out and enfold all creeds,

all nationalities,

all

sects,

all colors, and all men in

1By Edward S. Ellis.

one grand
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brotherhood.

Amid the wreck of king

doms and dynasties, the overthrow of thrones, the
shattering of sceptres, the upheaval and blotting out
sublime"

of nations, the rise and fall of empires, this
order, pulsating with love and humanity, has swept
like the march of an unsetting sun, which drives the
gloom and darkness of night from the heavens.
Freemasonry has healed wounds innumerable ; it
has lessened the horrors of war, and soothed the an
guish of those who were smitten by the pestilence
which stalketh at noonday.
Under the flaming sun
of Syria, among the ice-resounding oceans of the
north, amid the intolerable heat of the desert, in the
lowlands and mountains of India, on the prairies of
the far West, in the storms and desolations of the
wilderness, in the depths of the dim and solemn
forests, along the shores of the lonely sea, in the ham
lets, the towns, and the teeming marts of trade men
have met in the panoply of mortal enmity, and at
the mystic sign the threatening gleam of the eye has
melted into the tremulous lustre of love, and those
who rushed together as foes have clasped hands as
brothers.

The wild Indian has flung aside his scalping-knife
and tomahawk, the fierce Bedouin has lowered his
javelin in chivalrous salutation ; the Asiatic's sinewy
arm that clutched the venomous dagger has become
pulseless, the infuriate Tartar has thrown his plung
ing steed on his haunches and stayed the spear when
the point pressed his adversary's breast; Saracen and
Crusader have supplanted enmity with kindness and
love, and become Good Samaritans to each other; in
the furious onslaught of fratricidal strife, brothers
have heard their brother's cry amid the rattle of
musketry, the crash of shell, and the thunder of sul
phurous cannon ; the canteen has been held to the

lips ; the scant garments have been
fever-burning
torn to shreds to make bandages for the ghastly
wounds, and the last loving messages have been treas
ured up and borne to the mourning wives and little
in the mountains of New England or the mag
nolia groves of the far South.

ones

O wise and good and beneficent craft 1 Thy reign
shall extend to the remotest verge of coming centu
ries, and millions yet unborn in the ages to come
shall rise up and call thee blessed for evermore !
A dispensation was granted to a Provincial Grand
Master of New Jersey, June 5, 1730, which is said to
been cotemporaneous with the establishment

have

of a Provincial Grand Lodge in Lower Saxony, in
Europe, and the granting of a warrant for one in
Bengal, Asia. Daniel Coxe was the first appointed
Provincial Grand Master of Masons in the New
World, his jurisdiction embracing New York and
Pennsylvania.
His authority antedates that of Henry
Price, Provincial Grand Master of Massachusetts, by
nearly three years.
On the 13th of May, 1761, St. John's Lodge, No.
1, was organized in Newark. Solomon's Lodge had
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been previously organized in Somerville, but having
become extinct, its number, by direction of Grand
Lodge, was assumed in 1842 by the Newark Lodge.
At the same time Brearley Lodge, Bridgeton, was
designated No. 2 ; Cincinnati Lodge, Morristown, as

No. 3; and Tuckerton, Tuckerton, as No. '4.
Trenton Lodge, No. 5, was instituted Dec.
1787.

It

worked under a dispensation

20,

from the pre

and the most eminent divines and honored citizens,
have knelt before its altar by the side of the wayfaring
man, all meeting on the level of one common broth
erhood.
Its Lights have never been extinguished,
nor has the gavel ever been silent. During the dark
days of persecution, more than half a century ago,
every other lodge in the State was closed for a time,
but No. 5 never missed a regular meeting, and its
minutes present an unbroken record from its organi
zation until the present day. Aaron D. Woodruff,
the first brother who presided in the East, and who
for a number of years was attorney-general of the

was re-elected Worshipful Master annually
until his death, which took place in June, 1817. His
term of service in respect to duration is unparalleled,
extending over nearly thirty years.
He was succeeded by Richard L. Beatty, who held
office one year. Thomas L. Woodruff then assumed
the gavel, and wielded it eight years. The Masters

State,

Burroughs,

John

Zachariah

Mershon,

Wil

liam Kerwood, Daniel Hutchinson, John J. Frisbie,
Alvan Sandford, Elias Phillips, Samuel B. Scatter
good, Joseph H. Hough, Sylvester Van Sickell, Jon
athan S. Fish, Andrew Dutcher, Edward Scudder,
Charles G. Updike, Thomas J. Corson, William W.
L. Phillips, John Woolverton, William D. Sinclair,
Charles Bechtel, William H. Brace, George M.
Mitchell, William Green, Lewis Parker, Jr.. Edward
S. Ellis, Samuel Brackett, Henry C. Case, John G.
Box, Jacob B. Hartpence, Joseph W. Pressy, George
F. Butterworth, William MacCrellish, Samuel W.
Thropp, Joseph T. Ridgway, Joseph R. Sweeny, J.
Ridgway Fell, and James McCain, who now occupies
;'
the chair, with John F. L. Thomson, S. W. John
N. Lindsay, J. W. ; George F. Butterworth, Sec.
The following members of Trenton Lodge, No. 5,
have been Grand Masters of New Jersey: John
Beatty, Samuel Witham Stockton, Joseph Bloom
field, Aaron D. Woodruff, Samuel J. Read, Charles
beside all the other positions in the
Burroughs,
Grand Lodge have been frequently held by members
Joseph H. Hough, who was made a
of No. -5.

was elected deputy
the same year, and
the office ever since,

other lodges which
The warrant
in Trenton.
for Mercer, No. 50, was issued Jan. 13, 1858, to
Edward W. Scudder, W. M. ; Egbert H. Grandin,
S. W. ; and John R. S. Barnes, J. W. It has been a
strong and flourishing lodge from the beginning, and
holds its meetings in the handsomely furnished apart
ments of Taylor Hall.
Its Worshipful Masters have been E. W. Scudder,
E. H. Grandin, James S. Aitken, W. R. Clapp, W.
T. Nicholson, James Nicklen, Charles B. Yard, Sam
uel M. Yeomans, Joseph Stokes, I. H. Hutchinson,
Henry J. Nicklen, A. K. Forman, L. S. Skillman,
W. C. Thorn, H. E. Finch, Frank P. Ferry, Francis
W. Rockhill, Gilbert B. Slack. The present officers
are Abel Hague, W. M. ; Joseph Ashton, Jr., S. W. ;
George Kleinkauff, Jr., J. W. ; Isaac H. Hutchinson,
have

vious August, with Aaron Dickinson Woodruff, W. M. ;
Robert Lettice Hooper, S. W. ; Thomas Bullman,
J. W. ; Hezekiah Stites Woodruff, S. D. ; Anthony
Reckless, J. W. ; and Maskell Ewing, Sec. Trenton
Lodge, No. 5, has been vigorous and flourishing from
During its exist
the beginning until the present.
ence, covering nearly a century, its members, including
Governors, chief justices, soldiers of national renown,

since then have been Charles
Rossell, Thomas Cadwalader,

in this lodge in 1838,
secretary of the Grand Lodge
secretary in 1842, and has held
a period of forty years.
No. 5 is the parent of the
Mason

organized

been

Sec.

Ashlar

76, was constituted Jan. 18,
on the 13th of March follow

Lodge, No.

1866, and incorporated

ing, the corporators

being James S. Aitken, W. W.
Green, S. Meredith Dickinson,

L. Phillips, Edward T.

Charles B. Gray, Caldwell K. Hall, William R. Clapp,
Jonathan Good, Thomas S. Stevens, J. A. Pettinger,
Woodbury D. Holt, John Taylor, Willet Hicks, and
Jonathan Vannote.
Like Mercer Lodge, No. 50, it
holds its meetings in the room of No. 5, in Taylor
Hall. Its first Worshipful Master was James S. Ait
kin, whose successors were W. W. L. Phillips, Ed
ward T. Green, Thomas S. Stevens, Alexander C.
Yard, Wesley Creveling, John G. Muirhead, George
W. Clayton, James S. Kiger, Robert G. Stevens,
Isaac N. Snyder, John Bodine, Robert G. Lucas, W.
H. Mercer, and Robert L. Dobbins, who now occu
pies the chair, with Joseph R. Woodruff, S. W. ;
George R. Dafter, J. W. ; Robert G. Lucas, Secretary.
Column Lodge, No. 120, was organized under
dispensation April 13, 1871.
Its meetings were held
in Odd-Fellows' Hall, South Trenton, until April,
1875, when it moved to its present quarters, corner of
Broad and Ferry Street. The first Worshipful Master
was Past Master James Nicklin, who was succeeded
by Levi J. Bibbins, Lewis C. Wooley, John Lee, W.
M. Vansickle, T. Carr Langdon, Augustus M. Crook,
Thomas H. Mackenzie, Thomas S. Morris. The pres
ent officers are William M. Lindsay, W. M. ; William
B. Vanhorn, S. W. ; Richard Brown, J. W. ; Eagleton Hanson, Secretary.

Fraternal

Lodge, No. 139, was organized April
work being inaugurated by Marshall B.
Smith, S. G. Warden.
It is in a strong condition
despite the altogether un-Masonic conduct of
one of
its treasurers some years ago.
Its Past Masters are
John G. Box, George N. Packer, J. Hart Brewer
James Gordon, George W. Thomas, Jonathan Coxon
27, 1874, the
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Sr., Joseph G. Bell, Josiah Jones. Its present officers
are Charles Lynch, W. M. ; George N. Packer, S. W. ;
Jonathan Coxon, J. W. ; E. Page Southwick, Sec.

Three-Times-Three Chapter,

Masons, was granted

a dispensation

¦of September, 1858, when

Royal Arch
on the 8th day

a warrant was issued unto

Oharles H. Higginson, M. E. H. P. ; Thomas J. Cor
son, E. K. ; and John Woolverton, E. S. The follow
ing is a list of Past High Priests: Charles Bechtel
(Past Grand H. P. of the Grand R. A. Chapter of
New Jersey), Samuel Brackett, Samuel G. Bennett,
William Green, Jacob Kugler, John N. Lindsay, G.
M. Mitchell, Henry J. Nicklin, J. R. Sweeney, W. D.
Sinclair, John Woolverton (Past Grand H. P. of the
Grand R. A. Chapter of New Jersey). The following
are the officers : Lewis C. Wooley, H. P. ; Robert G.
Lucas, E. K. ; James McCain, Scribe ; Henry C. Case,

F. Butterworth, Sec.
Gebel Council, No. 3, Royal and Select Mas
ters, was organized under a dispensation from the

Treas. ; George

Grand Council of Pennsylvania,
March 16, 1860.
The application for this dispensation was signed by
T. J. Corson, William R. Clapp, Joseph H. Hough,
Harper Crozer, John Woolverton, John Mars, Wil
liam W. Goodwin, William H. Kiefer, Charles Schulhaus, and Isaac Frank. The first officers were : T. I. G.
M., T. J. Corson ; D. I. G. M., Joseph H. Hough; I.
P. C. of W., William R. Clapp. The present officers

John

are

M.

;

S. Taxis, T.

I. M.

;

John N. Lindsay, D. I.

James Fowler, P. C. of W.

;

Joseph H. Hough,

Recorder.

4, Knights Tem
was organized under dispensation Jan. 6, 1862,
and instituted Sept. 11, 1862, with Joseph H. Hough,

Palestine Commandery, No.

plar,

E. C. ; William R. Clapp, G. ; John Woolverton, C.
G. Its Past Eminent Commanders have been Thomas

J.

Corson,

John Woolverton,

Charles Bechtel, George

W. Thomson, G. L. Taylor, Charles Hodge, Jr., John
O. Raum, E. L. Campbell, Joseph W. Pressy, George
M. Mitchell, George N. Packer, Henry J. Nicklin,
John S. Taxis, Joseph Stokes, John N. Lindsay, Levi
J. Bibbins. Its present officers are J. Howard Mur
ray, E. C. ; Lewis C. Wooley, G. ; James McCain, C.
G. ; William D. Sinclair, Prelate ; Richard A. Don
nelly, Treas. ; Samuel Brackett, Recorder.
The Masonic Mutual Life Insurance Asso
ciation or Trenton meets monthly in the lodgeIt was organized Dec. 5, 1873,
room, Taylor Hall.
with Charles Bechtel, president ; I. H. Hutchinson,
vice-president ; W. W. Stelle, treasurer ; J. H. Hough,
secretary, with two directors from each lodge. Its
officers are : President, Joseph Stokes, of Column
Lodge, No. 120 ; Vice-President, H. J. Nicklin, Mer
cer Lodge, No. 50 ; Treasurer, W. W. Stelle, Trenton
Lodge, No. 5 ; Secretary, Q. B. Slack, Mercer Lodge,
No. 50 ; Directors, William N. Nutt, James McCain,
Trenton Lodge, No. 5 ; CO. Hudnut, A. Albertson,
Princeton Lodge, No. 38 ; George Robbins, William
T. Smock, Hightstown Lodge, No. 41 ; William C.
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Thorn, William Brummaker, Mercer Lodge, No. 50 ;
Dennis Sullivan, G. W. Jaques, St. Stephen Lodge,
No. 63 ; M. R. Hough, R. G. Lucas, Ashlar Lodge,
No. 76 ; William Trueman, W. B. Van Horn, Column
Lodge, No. 120 ; John G. Box, James Rice, Fraternal
Lodge, No. 139 ; J. D. Beegle, Lewis Rainear, Asbury
Lodge, No. 142.
Odd-Fellowship. — The Independent
Order
of
Odd-Fellows, which was founded in the latter part of
the eighteenth century in London, was transplanted
to American soil April 26, 1819, when the first lodge
in this country was organized in Baltimore by Thomas
Wildey and four others. The third lodge was insti
tuted at Trenton, Aug. 3, 1833, Grand Sire Wildey
being present, and for a number of years it was in
reality the Grand Lodge of the State. It seems to be
the rule with such organizations that they touch
high and low water mark before they become perma

Trenton Lodge, No. 3, flour
nently established.
ished for a while, and then came the reaction, lasting
many years, during which it was in a state of utter
collapse.
In 1868 came a revival, and since then the
lodge has been more vigorous, flourishing, and pros
perous than ever before in its history.
The officers
are : Noble Grand, C. P. Mohrfeld ; Recording Secre
tary, Joseph R. Sweeney.
As evidence of the " boom" with which this ad
mirable order planted itself in the Jerseys,

stated that

Concordia Lodge, No.

it

may be

4, was instituted

Dec. 17, 1833, less than six months after the birth of
Lodge.
It kept pace with its predecessor,
and declined to that extent that in two years it closed

Trenton

and suspended business altogether until 1841, when
" shutters were taken down." The lodge has met

the

regularly since, and is now a strong organization in
every respect. It owns Concordia Hall, in which their
meetings are held, and its roll of membership includes
many of the most eminent citizens of the State capi
tal. The officers are : Noble Grand, Ralph Simpson ;
Recording Secretary, George N. Nutt.

South Trenton Lodge, No. 36, was instituted
Feb. 5, 1846.
Like the- others, its rapid growth was
followed by a decline, hut it revived, and has been
for a long time a vigorous organization.
It owns the
hall on Bridge Street where its meetings are held.
Its officers are : N. G., Leonard Brown ; Recording
Secretary, R. W. Mull.
Schiller Lodge, No. 80, was instituted March 3,
Its work is done in the German language, and
has been a hale and hearty vine from the father
land, which has flourished and borne fruit unceas
ingly from the time it took root in American soil.
1848.

it

Its officers are: N. G., Frederick Dettmar;

Recording

Secretary, Jacob Abel.

Cherusker Lodge, No.

151, was instituted

Oct.

in the German language.
Its officers are: N. G., Oswald Weichert; Recording
21, 1870,

and also works

F. H. Endebrock.
Fred. D. Stuart Lodge, No.

Secretary,

154, was instituted
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Dec. 19, 1870, its present officers being: N. G., Frank
; Recording Secretary, James S. Kiger.

Allen

Knights of Pythias. — Who

has not read the
Pythias?"
legend of "Damon and
What
more touching story of exalted friendship has ever
been told than that of the two Syracusan youths?
When Dionysius the elder condemned Pythias to
beautiful

death, and he was given temporary release in order
to arrange his affairs, Damon offered himself as a
substitute to suffer his punishment if he did not re

Pythias did redeem his pledge and returned,
turn.
and the savage tyrant, who built the terrible prison
of the lautumim, released both.
On the 19th of February, 1864, a number of gentle

men met in Temperance Hall, Washington,
D. C,
where, after some conversation, and upon motion of
Justus H. Rathbone, a chairman was proposed. J.

T. K. Plant was selected, and D. L. Burnett was ap

pointed
whose

secretary.
motto

Charity."

was

A
"

secret order was then formed,
and

Friendship, Benevolence,

Mr. Rathbone administered the oath, and
the order was styled the Knights of Pythias, with the
following officers : J. H. Rathbone, Worthy Chancel

lor ; Joel D. Woodruff', Vice-Chancellor ; J. T. K. Plant,
Venerable Patriarch ; D. L. Burnett, Worthy Scribe ;
A. Vanderveer, Banker ; R. A. Champion, Assistant
Banker ; and George R. Covert, Assistant Scribe. The
Worthy Chancellor appointed W. H. Vanderveer,
Worthy Guide; A. Roderique, Inside Steward; Kim
ball Roberts and D. L. and W. H. Burnett, Choral
Knights.
The order flourished and grew rapidly.
Joseph L. Medwood, of Spartacus Lodge, No. 10,
Trenton, introduced it in Minnesota in 1870, assisted
by Jacob H. Heiser, of Marine Lodge, No. 1, Indian
apolis, Ind. The first lodge was instituted July 11th
of that year, and the Grand Lodge was instituted
Nov. 22, 1871, at Minneapolis.

Spartacus Lodge,#No. 10, was organized April 9,
1868, its present officers being : C. C, Zachariah Tay

lor; K. of R. and S., William M. Disbrow; M. of E.,
Peter A. Spracklen.
Pythias Lodge, No. 61, was organized Aug. 17,
1871, its officers being: C. C, Alfred Groot; K. of R.
and S., Joseph B. Margerum, Jr.; M. of E., Josiah
Jones, Jr.
There are one hundred and seven lodges in the
State, with property aggregating in value over eighty
thousand dollars.

The Improved Order of Red Men. — This order
was formed by a number of soldiers at Fort Mifflin
It was their custom origi
during the war of 1812.
nally to meet in the woods, groves, or secret places
until

Grand Council was held in
The order spread through Maryland,

1850, when the first

Baltimore.

Pennsylvania,
Ohio, New Jersey, and other States,
and took root later in California, in which there are
now twenty tribes, one of the strongest in the country
being in Los Angelos.
The tribes are found as far
south as Arizona and throughout

the Union.

The

Hawaii Tribe, No. 1, has been in existence a number
of years in Honolulu, Sandwich Islands.
It is the custom in this order to name a lodge or
tribe after a tribe of Indians who are known to have
lived in the section where the new order is planted.
Formerly they reckoned their time under the old Jew
ish calendar, but now it is computed from the year in
which Columbus discovered America, so that the
Discovery,"
present year, or " Grand Sun of
is 391.
Sept. 1, 1851, Moax Tribe, No. 5, was instituted in
Trenton, with William H. Manning, Sachem, and W.
At present it numbers
R. Burns, Chief of Records.
about sixty members, and its officers are: S., William
Bird ; S. S., Fred. Mauer ; C. of R., John Fletcher ;
K. of W., David Mauks.
There are two tribes in Chambersburg, and Delaware
Tribe, No. 84, of this city, works in the German lan
guage, its officers being: O. Chief, Theo. H. Eckert;
Sec, Charles Jenther; Treas., Michael Gaiser.
0. TJ. A. M. — The Junior Order of United Ameri
was instituted May 17, 1853.
Its
can Mechanics
Patriotism,"
-and, as
motto is "Virtue, Liberty, and
its name implies, its object is the promotion of the
interests of American youth against foreign compe
tition. All white persons born in the United States,
its Territories, or under the protection of its flag, who
are sixteen years of age, of good moral (Character,
believers in the existence of a Supreme Being, who
favor free education, and who are opposed to any
union of Church or State, are eligible to membership.

Enterprise Council,

No.

6,

Junior Order,

Oct. 9, 1868.
It has a membership of
one hundred and fifty, and its officers are : C, Augus
tus Aaronson ; Sec, Winfield S. Hill; Treas., John
C. Hayes.
was organized

Mercer Council, No. 74, Senior Order, was
officered by Simeon B. Phillips, C. ; George W. Hull,
Sr., Sec. ; David Hulfish, Treas.
Liberty Council,
No. 18: C, Clayton L. Traner; R. S., James G.
Hayes.
Model Council, No. 75, Senior Order: C,
William Stonaker

;

Sec, William Stooker.

American Council, No. 107, Senior Order —
C, J. G. Howell ; Sec, G. H. Poulkis ; Treas., Wil
liam L. Ashmore.

Temperance Organizations.— We are indebted to
Henry B. Howell, Esq., for the following interesting
history of the temperance movement in the capital of
the State. Mr. Howell's diffidence prevents anything
like a just reference, on his part, to his own eminent
and self-sacrificing
labors in this great work of hu
manity.
He identified himself with the movement
from the first, and through the long years that have
followed, marked by toil, discouragement or hope,
when friends fell away and rallied again, when the
grand mission was abandoned by hundreds or
thou
sands, and when these soldiers in defense of the rio-ht
were fought to a standstill, Mr. Howell never faltered
wavered, nor relaxed his efforts. He was the vio-orous
and effective editor of The Reformer during its five
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years of existence, and of the Daily Republican, which
succeeded, and was finally merged with the State Ga
It was in the office of the Reformer that W. P.
zette.

tion, a number of active members of the old divis
ion united in an application for a charter for a new
division, to be organized as a non-benefit division,

Sherman, Franklin Devereaux, David Ripley, John
W. Hazleton, William Jay, George S. Green, Henry
B. Howell, and others held the first Republican meet
ing in the city, and appointed delegates to Pittsburgh.
The distinguished divine, Theodore L. Cuyler, and
afterward Rev. J. T. Crane were associated with him
as editors of The Reformer.
Mr. Howell was elected
Grand Scribe in October, 1846, and has held the office
ever since. Although there was a fair salary attached

March 18, 1851, of
Excelsior Division, No. 4, of New Jersey. The fol
lowing were applicants for the charter, viz. : Jacob
S. Yard, Henry B. Howell, Jr., John A. Hutchinson,
Theodore L. Cuyler, Benjamin Moorhouse, William
R. McKean, D. Burton Williams, James Hamilton,
Isaac S. Hutchinson, Gustavus Cane, Edward W.
Scudder, William J. Idell, Joseph Yard, Sr., David
W. Lanning, John P. Lanning, C. C. Yard, Samuel
Roberts, Thomas U. Baker, Amos Hutchinson, H. J.
Maynard, James H. Clark, Joseph G. Brearley, Robert
Woddell, Rezeau B. Cook.
Rev. Dr. Cuyler is yet a member of the order, in
connection with a division in Brooklyn, N. Y. The
only other surviving applicant who is yet a member
of the division is the writer.
The Excelsior Division has on its roll of members
the names of many prominent citizens, including at
one period of its existence nearly all the officiary,
and a large proportion of the other male members of
the Third Presbyterian Church of Trenton, of which
Dr. Cuyler was pastor.
The division has done a large work for humanity in
aiding to reclaim the victims of intemperance, and
temperance principles
in the com
by inculcating
munity.
More than twelve hundred initiates have
Its benefi
taken the pledge at its weekly meetings.

Besides the numerous open organizations for the
promotion of the temperance cause which have ex
isted in the last half-century, there have been many
secret orders, so termed, that have borne an active
part in the war against intemperance.
Chief among
the latter and the first organized was the order of
This order had its commence
Sons of Temperance.
ment in the city of New York, the first division of
the order having been organized Sept. 29, 1842.
Its
introduction

into New Jersey followed

in the suc

ceeding year, and in March, 1844, a division was in
stituted at Trenton, under the title of Mercer Divis
Benjamin T.
ion, No. 5, S. of T. of New Jersey.

Yard, who had first been initiated in Philadelphia
Division, No. 1, of Pennsylvania, was the projector
of the enterprise in Trenton, and was elected the
first presiding officer of Mercer Division. There were
twenty-seven

applicants

for the charter.

Among

them were Jacob S. Yard, Daniel Lodor, Joseph A.
Yard, Howell McCully, Charles C. Yard, Daniel

Cowell, William K. Yard, Jacob Barnhart, Israel
Howell, Richard Thomas, F. S. Mills, and H. B.
Howell, Jr. So far as known to the writer, the only
survivors of the applicants are the last five named
gentlemen.

Two other divisions, viz., Trenton, No. 6, and
Nottingham, No. 30, were subsequently instituted in
Trenton ; the first Oct. 14, 1844, and the other March

temperance principles.

The division has suffered reverses, and had its
of depression and discouragement, sharing
these incidents of temperance agitation in common
with all temperance organizations, but whatever the
the record of its past
future may have in store for
achievements will be imperishable in the annals of
seasons

work for humanity.
It may be proper to note, in conclusion, that during
the life of Excelsior Division several other divisions
have been organized in Trenton, one only of which
has survived, viz. Trenton Division, No. 44, insti
Its officers are W. P., Mrs. L.
tuted April 17, 1867.
South
R. S., James Fowler; Treas., H. B. Howell.

more effectually promoted

by a different

plan of ac

officered

W. C. T., William Bradshaw; Sec, James
Mulheron; Treas., William Drakeford.
There
also
the Lucretia Lodge, No. 30, Good Samaritans.
One of the most practical and praiseworthy organ
izations for the advancement of temperance
the
Women's Christian Temperance Union, which
was organized Feb. 29, 1876.
Its distinctive purpose
is

as follows

is

the dead. Conceiving that one of the chief objects
of the organization —the gathering of recruits to the
cause from the ranks of the intemperate — could be

Gerge Pine Lodge, Good Templars,

is

divisions,

:

benefit-paying

;

were all what

were technically known as
following after the plan of
the Odd-Fellows, Masonic, and other kindred organi
zations, whicii raised funds for the relief of sick and
disabled members, and to defray expense of burial of
These

Among its good works was the establishment of
journal called the Reformer and New
Jersey Temperance Advocate, which for five years —
for the success of
1852 to 1856 — battled manfully
etc.

a temperance

:

2, 1846.

cent influence has been exercised through the medium
of a continuous series of public meetings during many
years, and by the distribution of printed tracts, papers,

it,

watch and chain by the Grand Lodge at its session in
Elizabeth, and his devotion to this work of humanity
is as fervid to-day as when he first unfolded the ban
ner of temperance almost forty years ago.

:

to the position, he declined to accept it year after
year. His hard service as editor never brought him
a penny by way of return, and he contributed fre
quently and generously from his own scanty means.
In 1866 he was presented with a magnificent gold

and the result was the instituting,
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was the lifting up of the fallen and the awakening
of public sentiment on this all-important subject.
These noble women have used every means at their
command, and have been unceasing in their philan
thropic work. Tracts and temperance literature have
been distributed; the county jail is visited weekly,
and a committee of ladies hold cottage prayer-meet
ings in the homes of inebriates.
The gospel temper
ance meetings are held weekly, and for the past two
winters free suppers were furnished every Saturday
night, to which crowds flocked to hear the gospel
preached.
Besides this a bountiful Christmas dinner
is given.
This practical Christianity has accom
plished

amount of good which can never be
known until the great book shall be opened at the
last day.
an

The public library and reading-room, Nos. 20 and 22
East State Street, is under the control of the Women's
Christian Temperance Union, and is open every day
and evening, except Sundays.
An Entertainment
Committee of ladies has furnished the public, from
time to time, with lectures and concerts in their
room and the various churches of the city.
It has
,about forty members, of whom Mrs. L. E. Allen is
Mrs. E. H. Karr, treasurer; Mrs. Dr.
Wilkinson and Mrs. J. Ashton, vice-presidents; and
Miss Annie T. Baily, secretary.
Young Men's Christian Association. —Trenton
once had a Young Men's Christian Association, but
it is now extinct. It was organized in 1856, and held
its meetings in Warren Street, and afterwards at No.

president;

20 and 22 State Street. It maintained a reading-room,
where papers and periodicals were kept, and a library

of its own maintained in addition to the books loaned
to it by the old Trenton Library.
Lectures were
occasionally given, and it quietly breathed its last in
1879.

Roman

Catholic

Societies. — The

Order of Hibernians
dark days of

'98, when

had

its origin

Ancient
during

the

all Ireland was seething with

insurrection.
The government proclaimed the coun
try under martial law March 30, 1798.
The civil war
which followed lasted less than five months, during
which battles were fought at New Ross, Enniscorthy,

Vinegar Hill, and other places, and England lost
twenty thousand and Ireland fifty thousand men. In
the county of Wexford, in Leinster, and bordering on
St. George's Channel, a patriotic organization was

formed in March, 1798, under the name of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians. Its object was the righting of
the wrongs of evicted people, somewhat similar to the
Land League of the present day, but it was more
secret in its character than is the latter.
The motto of the order is " Friendship, Unity, and
True Christian Charity." While it is known there
were members of this order in this country a half-

century ago, the first regular organization took place
about thirty years ago.
The first copy of the con
stitution and by-laws was published in 1857, and John

G. Delaney of this city has what\he claims is the first
copy printed in this country.
The order was insti
tuted March, 1852, chartered March, 1853, and the
constitution adopted June, 1857.
The first branch of
this order in Trenton, known as No. 1, was instituted
in the autumn of 1871. The officers are: President,

John G.

Delaney ; Secretary, M. Mulrey ; Treasurer,
Michael Hurley.
The order has about about one hundred and fifty
A few months
members, and is in a flourishing state.
since No. 2 was instituted, and already has over fifty
members.

The following list of societies is taken from Fitz
City Directory :
Young Men's Catholic Association of St.
Mary's Cathedral Parish. — President, Frank H.
Kale; Secretary, John McKee; Treasurer, Thomas
McKee.
Catholic Young Men's Association of St.
John's Parish.— President, Rev. T. Hogan ; Secre
tary, Charles McGurk; Treasurer, William J. Congerald's excellent

very.

Young Men's Catholic Total Abstinence
League. — President, Daniel Haggerty; Secretary,
John Gribbon ; Treasurer, Patrick McGinley.
St. Patrick's Total Abstinence and Benefi
cial Society.— President, Michael Farrel, Jr. ; Sec
retary, Thomas O'Brien ; Treasurer, Patrick Hag

gerty.

St. Mary's Total Abstinence Beneficial
Society.— President, Charles
Donohue; Secretary,
James Casey; Treasurer, William Cantwell.
St. Mary's Mutual Benefit and Beneficial
Society.— President, James Burk;
Secretary, C. J.
Hough ; Treasurer, William Kelly.
St. Peter's Beneficial Society.—President,
Robert Severs; Secretary, Martin Mueller; Treas

urer, C. Myers.

St. Francis' Beneficial Society.— President,
Anton Wolfather ; Treasurer, Louis Wagner.

Trenton Beneficial Society.— President, James

Cantwell ; Secretary, Thomas Tyrell.

St. Boniface Beneficial Society.—President,
Adam Zimmer; Secretary, Peter Engle.
St. Vincent De Paul Society.— President, James
Smyth; Secretary, Charles Donohue; Treasurer, Law
rence Farrell.

De Paul Society.— President,
Thomas Crawford; Secretary, J. H. Tallon; Treas
urer, Matthew Weldon.
St. John's Dramatic Association.— President,
Peter J. Smith ; Secretary, John A. Logue ; Treas
St.

Vincent

urer, Thomas Skein.

St. Francis' Pioneer Corps.— President, Louis
Hartman, Jr.; Secretary, Joseph G. Halzman; Treas
urer, William S. Kane.
St. Aloysius Catholic Young Men's Society.
President, Godfrey Schroth ; Secretary, Joseph Rib-
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St. Joseph's
Charles Cheater;

Miscellaneous

Beneficial Society.—President,
Secretary, Louis Hartman, Jr.
Societies. — Political. — Young

Men's Democratic Association, organized Nov. 9, 1881.
President, William H. Earley ; Recording Secretary,
William F. Gordon ; Financial Secretary, Lewis Per-

rine, Jr. ; Treasurer, William B. Thones.
Stockton League, No. 130 S. Greene.
President exofficio, John P. Stockton ; President, John B. Alpaugh ;
Secretary, Theodore Bleumel ; Financial Secretary,
Samuel A. Walker, Jr. ; Treasurer, John A. Steen.
Soldiers' Republican
Veteran
Association. — President,
Peter Wilkes; Secretary, Manuel Kline; Treasurer,

E. Bodine.
Grand Army of the Republic. — Bayard Post,
No. 8. — Commander, John Naugle; Quartermaster,
William H. Bilbee; Officer of the Day, Thomas
Budd

Horn; Adjutant, C. C. Reed.
Aaron Wilkes Post, No. 23. — Commander, Uriel B.
Titus; Quartermaster, Charles P. Brown; Adjutant,
E. V. Richards.
Sons of St. George. — Sir Charles Napier Lodge,
No. 23. — President, David Anderson ; Secretary, Wil
liam Morris; Treasurer, H. Carnell.
Royal Oak Lodge, No. 36. — President, James Cooper;
Secretary, Thomas Foulds ; Treasurer, Thomas Fish.
Singers. — East Trenton Mdnnerchor. — President,

Fred. Grenier; Secretary, Charles Leyser; Treasurer,

Adolf Sponholz.

Liedertafel Singing Society. — President, Anton J.
Schlegel; Secretary, Charles J. Waerner; Treasurer,
Martin Spiegel.
Miscellaneous. — Irish National Land League of
the United States, Trenton Branch. — President, John

H. Saunderson ; Secretary, Andrew
urer, Robert Wilson.

J.

Smith ; Treas

Trenton Turn Verein. — Speaker, Jacob Opperman ;
Secretary, Louis Pflegu ; Treasurer, Fred. Greiner.
Trenton Base Ball Association. — President, William
Sprague ; Secretary, M. J. Donnelly ; Treasurer,
George

H. Slack.

Rifle Club. — President, Ernest C. Stahl ;
Secretary, Frank Allaire.
Trenton Cricket Club. — President, John H. Brewer ;
John W. Wigly; Treasurer, William
Secretary,
Union

Wood.
Minerva

Yacht

Club. — President,

James

H. Wil

son ; Vice-President, Frank P. Ferry ; Secretary,
Enoch Case; Captain, John R. Chattin.
Mercer Gunning Club. — President, B. F. Chambers;
Secretary, C. Hoff; Treasurer, Randolph H. Moore.
Lotus Club. — President, Charles Scott; Secretary,

Eckford Moore
Lochiel

; Treasurer,

Club. — President,

retary, William F. Conover;
Cook.

J.

B. Van Cleve.

August F. Stoll;
Treasurer,

Charles

Sec

H.

Eclectic Club. — President, R. H. Horbert; Secretary,
M. Herbert ; Treasurer, William J. Conover.
Union. — President, H. W.
Trenton Typographical
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McClurg; Secretary, John J. Wright; Treasurer,
E. P. Dickey.
Iron- Workers' Beneficial Society. — President, Joseph
Stokes ; Secretary, Joseph H. Kline.
Mutual Burial Society. — President, David
Trenton

; Secretary, Lewis Parker, Jr.
"
Ancient Order of Foresters. — Court Pride of the
Forest,"
President, Henry Granger; Secretary, John
Cartwright; Treasurer, William H. Vanzandt.

Hulfish

American

Protestant

Association. —

Lodge, W. M'., S. Tuesday ;
wanger.

John Calvin

Secretary,

J.

Beiss-

Order of Free Sons of Israel. —Capitol City Lodge,
No. 51, — President, Jacob Frey ; Secretary, Solomon
N. Serphos; Treasurer, Jacob Grumbacher.
Improved Order B'enai Ber it h. — Trenton Lodge,
Secretary, Jacob
No. 319, President, M. Schwab;
L. Herald ; Treasurer, Sigmund Kahn.
Royal Arcanum. — Regent, R. P.Wilson ; Secretary,
E. Page Southwick ; Treasurer, W. T. West.
First Presbyterian Church in Trenton. — It is
not definitely known when the first Presbyterian con
gregation in the vicinity of the Falls of the Delaware
It is believed, however, that a society
was organized.
existed as early
at Maidenhead (now Lawrenceville)
as the beginning of the eighteenth century, and that
a house

In

of worship

was erected there

prior to

1713.

a church was formed, and a log building
was erected in that portion of the township of Hope
well now included in Ewing. This was in 1726 re
placed by a framed structure, and this in 1795 by one
.

1712

of brick, which was remodeled in 1839. A stone
structure has since been erected there.
In these churches the Presbyterians, scattered over
a large area of country, worshiped, but as the popu
lation became more dense the convenience of the
people required a place of worship within reach of a
walk, and in 1726 a house was built on ground that
in 1727 was conveyed by Enoch Andrews to John
Porterfield, Daniel Howell, Richard Scudder, Alex
ander Lockhart, William Yard, William Hoff, John
"a
Severns, and Joseph Yard. It was described as
certain piece or lot of land lying on the north side of
Second Street (now State), that goes to the iron-works
containing in length 150 feet and in
feet." In
breadth 150
1759 a purchase was made of
in Trenton,

an addition to this lot of about eighty feet front,
and in 1763, Joseph Yard, the sole survivor of the
before-named joint tenants, conveyed the lot to the
" Trustees of the Presbyterian Church of Trenton,"
which had become incorporated in 1756.

This house was not built for a separate congregation,
but for the convenience of that part of the congrega

tion in Hopewell residing in this vicinity.
The following description of this church, by Francis
Armstrong Ewing, M.D., is quoted from Dr. Hall's
History of the Presbyterian Church in Trenton :
"The old stone church built in 1726,the firBt of the series,stoodon
the southwestcorner of the church lot, on the samesite as its successor,
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the brick one, but not covering so large a space. It fronted south on
Second Street (now State), standing a little back from the line of the
presented
street,and having a large flat stonebeforethe door. Its front
in the centre a large doorway, closed by two half-doors, on eachside of
which was a pretty large window, square-headed,as was the door ; and
probably over the door another window, though on this point there is a
differenceof recollection. The stones of the building, free of wash or
exposure
plaster, showedonly their native hue,or that acquiredby long
to the weather. The roof, with gables to the street,was of the curb or
double-pitchedkind, andwas coveredwith shingles,eachneatly rounded
or scalloped. Entering the front door, a middle aisle, floored with wood,
led towards the pulpit, which was at the opposite or north end. The
first object reachedwasa settle,occupied during service by the sexton;
raisedone stepfrom the floor was an inclosed spacewith desk in front,
where stoodthe minister while administering the sacramentsor hearing
the catechism. Behind and abovewas the pulpit, of wood, unpainted,
as was all the wood-work in the building, except the ceiling, having a
sound-boardover it, fastened against the rear wall. In this wall on

FIRST

" While the old church was standing there was a tradition that there
was a vault under the building, hut it was not known where. When
the house was taken down the vault was discovered,containing two
coffins with plates,and other evidences that the bodieswere those of
personsof standing and importance. In the brick church, in the floor
within the railing beforethe pulpit, was a trap-door, which was said to
lead to this vault. The vault was coveredover when the presentchurch
was built, and is embracedin one of the burial-lots in the space where
the old housestood.
. . . "In the yard behind the church stood a fine apple-tree,much
resortedto for its shade,its blossoms,and its fruit by the children from
the school-house,which was on the eastern part of the samelot. This
school was taught by Mr. Nicholas Dubois, who united in himself the
officesof elder, teacher,and chorister, in which last capacity he had a
gallery."
place with his choir in the

The ministers who supplied the pulpit in this
during the first ten years after its erection

church

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

each side of the pulpit was a window corresponding to thosein front.
The pulpit stairs rose from the pastor's pew, which was against
the rear wall onthe eastside of the pulpit, A gallery ran round the
front and two sides,the stairs to which rose in the front corners. Be
tween the front door and thesecorner stairs were two square pews on
eachside,of unequal size, over the one of which, nearestthe stairs, was
one of the front windows. Before these pews was a crossaisle leading
to the stairs and to the side aisles. These were narrower than the mid
dle one,and led to the north wall. All the pewsagainst the walls were
square,and, like all the others, had the usual high, straight backs of
the time. Sitting in church was not then the easy,cushioned affair of
modern days. Two squarepewsagainst the rear wall, four on eachside,
the fourth from the front being in the corner, and the four on the front
completedthe number of fourteen, The rest of the floor wan occupied
by narrow pews or Blips opening into the middle and side aiBles. The
ceiling was wooden,curved in four ways (the lines of junction rising
from the corners),aud painted in a sort of cloudedstyle, blue and white,
intended to representthe Bky and clouds, if the childish impressionsof
one of my informants have not thus mistaken the results of time and
dampness.

were Revs. Joseph Morgan,*

Hubbard, and
Wilson. Of these clergymen, and of the duration of
their ministries, scarcely anything is known.
The first settled pastor was Rev. David Cowell, who
was called in May, 1736.
Mr. Cowell was then a li
centiate, aged thirty-two, and he had graduated at
Harvard four years previously. He accepted the call,
and was ordained on the 2d of the November follow
ing.
He served this congregation and the old one
during twenty-four years, or until his death in 1760.
During this time his sphere of usefulness was not
limited to his pastorate.
He was an active and effi
cient member of Presbyteries and Synods, and was
also closely identified with the establishment of the
college at Princeton, of which he was at one time the

CITY OF TRENTON.
His entire energies were de
temporary president.
voted to the advancement of religion and education.
He was always a celibate. His remains repose in
the churchyard

at Trenton, a few feet from the west
ern wall of the church.
The spot is designated by a
monument with an appropriate inscription, erected

by the congregation.
It is a matter of record that in 1653 a lottery was
instituted for the purpose of raising funds to erect a
school-house on this church lot and establish there a
parochial school. The managers, laying their scheme
stated, "We natter ourselves the
public, considering our laudable design, our age, and
our innocence, will give credit to this our public
declaration."
before the public,

Hall

" The

lottery of the innocents was drawn
on the 2d of July, 1753, and the building was doubt
less erected immediately afterward, on the spot indi
cated." With all
the Puritanical rigor of those times,
people saw no wrong in that which in these degen
erate days is prohibited by law. The building was
leased to the Trenton Academy, and enlarged in 1800,
but was taken down when the present church was
says,

erected, in 1839.
On the 8th of September, 1756, during the pastorate
of Mr. Cowell, a charter was granted to this church
The cor
by George II., through Governor Belcher.
porators were Rev. David Cowell, Charles Clark, An
drew Reed, Joseph Yard, Arthur Howell, William
Green, Alexander Chambers, and their successors,
under the name of "The trustees of the Presbyterian

Church of Trenton."
After the relinquishment of the pastorate by Mr.
Cowell, and before his death, the congregation asked
that Rev. William Kirkpatrick might be sent as a
supply, which was done, and in April, 1761, a regular
call from the congregation was presented. Though
this call was not formally accepted, he continued to
supply the pulpit, and, without installation, to sustain
to the congregation till 1766, when he accepted a call
to the church at Amwell. He died in 1769.
During the period of supply of Mr. Kirkpatrick, in

''
on
1762, a parsonage was purchased by the church,
the north side of Hanover Street, which runs in the
church," "
to be and remain for a parson
rear of the
age for the Presbyterian congregation of Trenton for
ever."

In

1769 an arrangement was made by the two congre

gations of Trenton and that of Maidenhead, whereby
one pastor was to serve the three congregations, and
under this arrangement Rev. Elihu Spencer was

called to the work. He entered on his duties in Oc
tober of that year. At this time the town and country,
house," congregations
of Trenton still pre
or " old
served their union, though each had its separate
spiritual officers.
It is not known that Mr. Spencer was ever formally
His brief pastorate embraced the period of
installed.
the Revolution, during which he was an ardent and

zealous patriot.

719

The authorities of the royal govern

ment at one time offered a reward of a hundred
guineas for his head, and he was compelled to fly for
life.
During his absence the parsonage was used as
a hospital by the Hessians.
The communion plate of
the church was plundered, and the soldiers were
guilty of the acts of vandalism which are usually
perpetrated by troops in a hostile country.
Mr. Spen

cer's pastorate terminated

His remains are entombed

with his life, Dec. 27, 1784.
on the western side of the

churchyard.

The sermon at the funeral of Mr. Spencer was
preached by Rev. James Francis Armstrong, who
the vacant pulpit afterwards.
frequently supplied

In

October, 1785, he received a call from the church
to become its pastor, which call was formally ac
cepted, and he became the regular pastor of the
church in April, 1787, though he had previously
been regarded as " the minister."

In

1786 a subscription

of one hundred pounds was
for the repair of the parsonage, and of
this it was arranged that the country congregation
should pay one-third, and also one-third of the pas
tor's salary of two hundred pounds, and receive oneundertaken

third of the Sabbath services of the minister.
The
continuance of this arrangement was declined in 1787
house" congregation,
and during a year
by the "old
negotiations
thereafter
were pending for the settle
ment of the question.

In 1781 the church had made an ineffectual appli
cation for a charter to supersede that of George II.
March 16, 1786, the Legislature of New Jersey en
acted a general law for the incorporation of religious
May 4, 1788, the congregation met, and
elected trustees under this act, " having previously
agreed to admit and receive the inhabitants of Lam
berton, and those between that and Trenton, who
may at any time join said congregation, as entitled
to all the rights and privileges of their act of incor
poration."

societies.

September, 1788, the trustees " from the coun
met the town board, and made a division of the
property of the old congregation ; " and in April,

In

try"

1790, the town church bought the third of the par
sonage of their late copartners for one hundred
pounds."

In the same year an arrangement was made with
the church at Maidenhead, whereby the latter was to
receive half the Sunday services of Mr. Armstrong
by the annual payment of one hundred pounds.
This arrangement continued till 1806. At that time
the church at Trenton considered itself able to as
sume an independent position, and Mr.

Armstrong

became the pastor of it alone.
From time to time during several years of the latter
part of the eighteenth century, measures
were pro
jected for raising funds with which to
build a new
house of worship.
These were lotteries, which were
not then infrequent resources for churches.
In May
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A sub
1804, successful efforts were inaugurated.
scription was headed by Abraham Hunt, Benjamin
Smith, Alexander Chambers, and Moore Furman,
two hundred dollars, and in the fol
lowing August nearly four thousand dollars had been
subscribed.
The old house was taken down, and on
the 15th of April, 1805, the corner-stone of the new
building was laid. It was first occupied for worship
Aug. 17, 1806.
"The building was of brick, and cost ten thousand
each pledging

eight hundred and twenty dollars.
It had seventytwo pews on the floor, divided by two aisles, and
thirty-six in the gallery. Forty-six were put at the
annual rent of twelve dollars, eighteen larger ones at
The gallery pews were free, and
fourteen dollars.
persons."
one side was reserved for colored

Pending the erection of this house, Mr. Armstrong
held services on alternate Sabbaths in the Episcopal
Church, the rector of which had a second charge at
Mr. Armstrong was not only an efficient
Bristol.
but
was an active promoter of education and
pastor,
of all matters of public interest. During several
years subsequent to 1799 his health was so impaired
from a rheumatic affection that he was compelled

frequently to request supplies for his pulpits. Among
those who officiated in these emergencies were Presi
dent Samuel Stanhope Smith, Dr. John Woodhull,
Finley,
Revs. George Spafford Woodhull, Robert

Andrew Hunter, David Comfort, Samuel Snowden,
Matthew L. Perrine, Joseph Rue, John Hanna, and
others. After many years of great suffering, he died
Jan. 9, 1816, in the thirty-first year of his pastorate
here.
Rev. Dr. Samuel Blanchard How was installed as
pastor of the Trenton Church Dec. 17, 1816, and ter
He was
minated his useful pastorate in April, 1821.
by William Jessup Armstrong, D.D., who
entered on his pastoral duties Oct. 20, 1821, and left
He
to accept a call from Richmond, Va., in 1824.
was distinguished for the fervor and earnestness of his
preaching.
He was succeeded, after an interval of

followed

about twenty months, by Rev. John Smith, who was
ordained and installed on the 8th of March, 1826. He
severed his useful pastoral relation with this church
His successor was Rev. James
in August, 1828.
Waddel Alexander, whose pastorate commenced Jan.

During nearly two years after the close of Mr.
pastorate the pulpit was supplied by
Alexander's

transient clergymen, of whom Revs. Asahel Nettleton
and Truman Osborn officiated frequently.
Rev. John William Yeomans was installed pastor
on the 7th of October, 1834, and his pastorate ter

of La
During
edifice
to his-

energy and influence, as well as to the enterprising
The corner-stone of this

spirit of the congregation.

of about eight hundred.
is stated by Raum, —

a seating capacity

It

" In removing the old stone church in 1804a vault was discovered
containing two skeletons in agood stateof preservation. This vaultwas
supposedto have been built by Governor Crosby in 1732,and the bodies
found there, it has been thought, were British officersbelonging to the
colonial government. Tradition says that one of these,an old bachelor,
was, at his own request,buried by candle-light to prevent femalesat
tending his funeral. This vault remained under the brick church un
known to the present generation till 1838,when, removing that church,
it was again discovered,and the coffins,although having beenthere over
a century, were in a tolerable state of preservation and the skeletons
were perfect. was the first one who explored that subterraneousabode
of the dead. found the lid of ODeof the coffins had beenremoved,and
was placed in an upright position against the wall. Near it, on the floor
of the vault (which was cemented),lay a metal plate which had evi
dently been upon one of the coffins,hut was so eatenup with rust as to
render it impossibleto decipher the figures upon it ; but from what little
1 could see1 am fully satisfied it was the coat of arms of Bomeancient
EngliBh family."

I

I

The present pastor of this church, John Hall, D.D.,
and installed Aug. 11, 1841.
It is not
too much to say of Dr. Hall that in an active pastor
ate of more than forty years he has acquired and re
tained the respect and affection, not of his congrega
tion alone, but of all with whom he has been brought
in relation.
Rev. John Hall, D.D., was born in Philadelphia
on the 11th of August, 1806, graduated at the Univer
sity of Pennsylvania in 1823, and in December, 1827,
was admitted to practice at the Philadelphia bar. In

was ordained

1829 he made his first attempt at authorship
in a
with notes, of Milton's Latin Letters,
translation,
which was published by Littell.
In 1832 he relin
quished the practice of law, with a view to devote his
life to the ministry, and being elected a manager and
afterwards secretary of the mission work of the
American Sunday-School Union, his training for the

ministry was chiefly in the course of active work in
service.
He was editor of the Sundaij-School
Journal and the Youth's Friend, revised the first five
volumes of the "Union Questions on the Bible," and

this

prepared the seven subsequent volumes of the series;
he produced nine original works and compiled six
others, which have now a place upon the catalogue of

In 1839 he was licensed to preach by the
Presbytery of Philadelphia, and in May, 1841, he re
ceived a call to the First Church in Trenton, N. J.,
which he accepted, and entered upon his duties on
the Sabbath immediately following that on which the

the Union.

10, 1829, and ended Oct. 31, 1832.

minated with his entrance on the presidency
fayette College, Easton, Pa., June 1, 1841.
present commodious church
his pastorate the
was built, and its erection was due largely

structure was laid May 2, 1839, and the first services
were held in it Jan. 19, 1840.
It was built on the
centra] part of the church lot.
Its dimensions are
one hundred and four by sixty-two feet, and it has

pulpit was vacated by the late Dr. J.
W. Yeomans,
who preceded him.
Dr. Hall was ordained and in
stalled by the Presbytery of New Brunswick on the
11th of August, 1841, and no inducement has been

able to make him engage in labor in another field.
When he entered upon his pastorate in Trenton the
First had been the only Presbyterian Church for more
than a century.
Out of it have now been formed

CITY OF TRENTON.
three other large congregations
small one in the neighborhood,
chapel.

in the city, and a
besides a mission-

In 1850 the degree of D.D. was conferred upon him
by the College of New Jersey. In 1852-53 he deliv
ered a course of lectures in the Princeton Theological
Seminary, filling a temporary vacancy in the chair of
Pastoral Theology ; and in 1853 the General Assem-
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and literary journals, besides contributions, to news
papers, a habit dating back in boyhood.
The most
extraordinary of his works is the publication of the

" Familiar Letters," which passed
series of
between
himself and Dr. James Alexander during a period

of forty years, beginning when they were boys, and
only ending with the death of Dr. Alexander. Such
an uninterrupted
friendship
spondence preserved through

is rare, and

a corre

so many years is prob

ably unique. It is a delightful and instructive volume
for a leisure hour.
His articles published in the
Princeton Review are: 1830, Memoir of Oberlin; 1831,

Arabs of the Desert ; 1832, Duty of the Church in
Relation to Sunday-Schools ; 1834, Religious Obliga
tions of Parents ; 1836, Life of Harlan Page ; 1840,
Education in Europe ; 1842, Primitive Christian Wor
ship ; 1843, The Familiar Study of the Bible; 1844,
Mental Cultivation ; 1845, Henderson on the Vaudois ;
1848, Life of Elizabeth Fry, The Sandwich Islands;
1854, Present State of Oxford University ; 1856, The
Bible, the Missal, and the Breviary ; 1858, Life of Car
dinal Mezzofanti ; 1864, Life of Governor Winthrop ;
1871, Life of Zeisberger.
Church.— It is elsewhere
Second Presbyterian
stated that in 1823 a colony seceded
from the
Baptist Church, and erected
above Fall Street.
This house ceased to be used by that society after the
death of its pastor in 1833, and in 1837 a mission was
Trenton

a house

and Lamberton

of worship

on Union

established

here by the Presbytery of New Bruns
wick, with Rev. Charles Webster in charge. This
was suspended after a year; but in 1842 the property

JtrtL^ JiUXjl

was purchased by the Presbyterians, the house was
repaired and refitted, and was dedicated on the 24th
of July in that year. On the 15th of the following
November a church was organized here, with nine

teen members, under the name of " The First Presby
terian Church of South Trenton."
Rev. Baynard R. Hall was during six months a

bly elected him Professor of Pastoral Theology and
Sacred Rhetoric in the Western Theological Seminary.
at Allegheny City, but he did not accept the appoint

supply, and on the 21st of May, 1843, Rev. Daniel
Dereuelle was installed as the first pastor of the
church.
He was succeeded by Rev. Anlsey D. White,

ment.

who was installed

In

addition to the works he prepared for the Amer
ican Sunday-School
Union, nine volumes appear on
the catalogue of the Presbyterian Board of Publica

Man,"
viz.: "The Chief End of
"The Only
Rule," "
Bible," "
Minor Characters of the
The Vir
gin Mary," " The Sower and the Seed," " Forgive us
Theology,"
Debts,"
"Sabbath-school
our
and the
Sherwood."
of
Mrs.
Besides
these he is the
"Life
"
author of a History of the Presbyterian Church in
;"
sermon on the death of Mrs. Armstrong,
Trenton
and the brothers James W. and J. Addison Alexan
der; sermon before the Young Men's Association of
New York; oration before the Society of Cincinnati
of New Jersey; several discourses in National Preacher
and other periodicals ; papers in American Quarterly
tion,

Review, North American Review, and various religious

June

July

23,

1848.

He was followed,

15, 1864, by Rev. George S. Bishop, and he, Oct.

11, 186-, by the present pastor, Rev. James B. Ken
nedy.

The necessity for enlarged accommodations led to
the addition, in 1851, of forty feet to the rear of the
church building, and the remodeling of the entire
edifice, which was reopened in December of that year.

1 852 the name of the society was changed to " The
Second Presbyterian Church of Trenton, N. J." In

In

building thirty-two by sixty feet was erected
and Sunday-school, and in 1858
the property was further improved by the building of
a tasteful iron fence in front.
In 1862 the church
became free from debt, one-half of the necessary
amount having been contributed by a lady member of
the church.
The period of Mr. White's pastorate is
1857 a

for a lecture-room
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spoken of as one in which the Sunday-school
the church assumed great importance.

Third Presbyterian

Church.— As early

work of
as 1846

the growing necessity for another Presbyterian Church
in Trenton was recognized, and the subject was agi
tated. It was again talked of in 1848, but it was not

till

On the
1849 that any definite action was taken.
2d of May in that year the church was organized with
seventeen members, and it afterwards adopted the
"
name of The Third Presbyterian Church of Tren
ton."

The first place of worship was Odd-Fellows' Hall,
corner of Greene and Hanover Streets, but arrange
ments for the erection of a church edifice were soon
made, and the corner-stone was laid on the 5th of
The house was dedicated Nov. 7,
November, 1849.
1850.
Its cost, including site, was something more
than twenty thousand dollars. The City Hall had been
used as a place of worship during six months preced
ing the occupancy of the church.
Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler was the first pastor of
this church.
He resigned after an able and success
ful pastorate of nearly four years, and was succeeded
by Rev. Jacob Kirkpatrick, Jr., who was installed
Nov. 3, 1853. His health failed, and his pastoral re
lation was dissolved Feb. 3, 1858.
He died Oct. 27,
1859.
Nov. 28, 1858, Rev. Henry B. Chapin entered
on his duties as pastor of this church, and was in
stalled Feb. 8, 1859. He resigned Jan. 1, 1866, to be
come associate principal of the Edge Hill School, at
Princeton.
The present pastor, Rev. Samuel M.
was installed Feb. 26, 1866.
During the pastorate of Mr. Kirkpatrick a house
adjoining the church on the south side was purchased
for a parsonage, and the pastor's library was estab
Studdeford,

lished. In 1872 this house was exchanged for a more
commodious one on the north side of the church.
In the autumn of 1866 some necessary repairs to
the church were made, and the debt of the church
On the 4th of July, 1879, the
church took fire from a rocket that alighted on its
was. extinguished.

roof, and was consumed. The congregation at once
determined to enlarge the building, the walls of which
were not destroyed. Accordingly, a vestibule was
added in front, and the seating capacity was increased
pews. In the rear a chapel was
by thirty-seven
erected, containing Sunday-school room, infant-class
room, Bible-class room, library, and pastor's study.
The interior of the church is finished with ash, and
the windows are of cathedral glass. The chapel is
seated

with

chairs.
The total cost of this
improvements was twenty-three
The church is free from debt.

Eastlake

rebuilding and

these

thousand dollars.

Fourth Presbyterian Church.— On

the 6th of No
vember, 1858, this church was organized with thirtynine members, of whom seven were from the First,
and thirty-two from the Third Presbyterian Church

of Trenton.

Rev. Edward D. Yeomans was chosen
the first pastor, and entered on his duties Dec. 19

1858.
He was installed Feb. 25, 1859. On the 2d
of June, 1863, he was, at his own request, dismissed
from the pastoral charge of this church to assume that
of St. Peter's Church, of Rochester, N. Y. He was
succeeded by Rev. W.M. Blackburn, who commenced
his labors Dec. 28, 1863, and was installed in Febru
His pastorate continued till Aug. 16, 1868,
ary, 1864.

when he was elected to the Professorship of Biblical
and Ecclesiastical History in the Presbyterian Theo
logical Seminary of the Northwest.
The present pas
tor, Rev. R. H. Richardson, formerly of Newburyport,
Mass., was called Oct. 5, 1868, and installed Decem
ber 3d of the same year.
The congregation worshiped in the City Hall at
first, but soon after the organization of the church an
eligible site was purchased at the intersection

of State,
Clinton, and Ewing Streets, and a church edifice was

It was completed Oct. 15, 1860, exactly
commenced.
one year from the day on which the corner-stone was
laid, and was dedicated on the next day. It is an ele
gant brownstone structure, with a lecture-room and
Sunday-school

room in the rear, and a parsonage in
The spire was blown down Jan. 2,
1870, but it was rebuilt, and the edifice is an orna
ment to the city.
The church property is valued at
about seventy-five thousand dollars.
the rear of this.

Fifth Presbyterian Church. —This society was or
ganized early in 1874, with twenty-seven constituent
members.
The organization was effected mainly
through the instrumentality of Rev. A. D. White,

from a sojourn in the West com
menced labors here which terminated only with his
life.
He died while on his knees engaged in prayer
for the welfare of this church.
The place of worship of this society from the time
of its organization has been the chapel in Princeton
Avenue, opposite Chapel Street.
This chapel was
erected in 1854 through the exertions of Rev. David
who on his return

Cole, D.D., and it was afterwards used for a mission
of the First Presbyterian Church.
The pastors of this church have been Rev.

A. D.
Joseph W. Porter, 1878-80;
Rev. John S. Beekman, a supply during six months;
and the present pastor, Rev. John F. Shaw, since Jan.
White, 1874-78;

Rev.

31, 1881.

Prospect Street Presbyterian Church.— In
the
of 1872 a Sunday-school was organized in
the western part of the city, mainly through the
efforts of Miss Mary I. Fisk, Mrs. James Clark,
Mrs.
Hannah J. Welling, and Mrs. Theodore Hill. This
school first met in unoccupied
dwelling-houses, and
for a time in a building that was erected for a
stable
autumn

and carriage-house.

A feeling arose that a church would be a necessity
in this part of the city, and this
feeling strengthened
as time went on.
In March, 1874, a lot at the corner
of Prospect and Spring Streets was offered
by the
Rutherford Land Company, and was accepted, and
several gentlemen associated themselves in the

work
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of erecting a church edifice. The corner-stone was
laid on the 11th of August, 1874, and the building
was completed early in February, 1875. The Sundayschool met there on the 21st of that month, and on
the 29th of April the church was organized.
The
constituent

members at its

organization

numbered

thirty-five, mainly from the First and Third Presby
terian Churches.
All debts resting on the building having been dis
charged, it was dedicated on the 9th of December,

It is a

tasteful structure, built of brownstone,
at an expense of about twenty-five thousand dollars.
1875.

It

has a seating capacity of about five hundred.
The present pastor, Rev. Walter S. Brooks, was
called June 6, 1875.
He entered on the discharge of
his duties September 5th, and was ordained and in
stalled on the 14th of October in the same year.
St. Michael's Episcopal Church. — Only a meagre
Hum
history of this church has been preserved.
phrey, in his "Historical Account of the Gospel
Propagation Society," says, " The people of Hopewell

showed a very early desire of having the Church of Eng
land worship settled among them, and in the year 1804
built a church with voluntary contributions, though
minister."
they had no prospect then of having a
Rev. Mr. May was, during a short time, with the
people here, and Mr. Talbot often visited them from
Burlington. A missionary, Rev. Mr. Warren, was
sent here in 1720.

" The

church, a frame building, was
1753."
commenced in 1748, and finished in
The accounts of the above-named society state that
" invited by the inhab
the Rev. Michael Houdin is
itants of Trenton and other places to go and officiate
them."
among
April 30, 1855, mention is made in the minutes of
Raum wrote :

the vestry of St. Michael's of Mr. Houdin as rector.
His name is written, in accordance with its French
" Eudang." At that time the vestry
pronunciation,
consisted of Daniel Coxe and Robert L. Hooper,

Esqrs., wardens ; Joseph Warrel, Esq., William PidDaggeon, Esq., John Allen, Elijah Bond, John
The church
worthy, and Charles Axford, vestrymen.
was vacant in 1761.

"In 1763

the Rev. Mr. Treadwell was
William Thompson was pas
tor. In 1774, Rev. Mr. Pan ton was settled, and in
April, 1776, the services in the church were suspended
in consequence of the war of the Revolution.
"When the British forces were in Trenton they
converted the church into a stable- for their horses.
After the close of the war the building was repaired.
" In 1788 the Rev. William Frazer was appointed
Raum says,

settled.

In

1770, Rev.

to the rectorship.
"In 1795 the Rev.
pastor."

Mr. Vandyke was settled

as

In 1798, Rev. Henry Waddel became rector, at
£125 per annum, and devoted half of his time every
alternate Sunday to the work here.
47

In

1802

723

it is recorded that the pew-rents amounted

to about ten hundred and fifty dollars, the first record
in Federal currency.
Mr. Waddel died. in 1810, and

in

1811 Rev.

Mr. Ward became rector, and continued

till

the close of 1814, when he was succeeded by Rev.
Mr. Sherwood.

In May, 1817, Rev. James Montgomery became
rector for about a year at a salary- of eight hundred
dollars, and in the latter part of 1818 Rev. Abiel
was made rector, which position he filled
years.
four
during
In 1822, Rev. William L. Johnson, of New York,
was elected rector.
He resigned in 1830, to take
Carter

charge of Grace Church, Jamaica, L. I.
In August, 1830, Rev. Frederick Beasley, D.D., was
elected rector, succeeded by Rev. Samuel Starr in
1836.
was

During his rectorship
remodeled

and enlarged.

(in 1843) the church
The front was ex

tended to the street, thereby adding twenty feet to
the length of the church.
Pending these repairs ser
vices were held in the court-house.

Mr. Starr's salary
was increased in 1854 to one thousand dollars.
He
resigned in 1855, and removed to Iowa.
The subsequent rectors have been Rev. Samuel
Clements, 1855-58 ; Rev. R. B. Duane, D.D., 185862 ; Rev. E. W. Appleton, D.D., 1862-65 ; Rev. C. W.
Knauff, 1866-73 ; and the present rector, Rev. W. H.
Neilson, Jr., since Oct. 12, 1873.
The present commodious chapel on Perry Street
was erected during the rectorship of Dr. Duane, and
in 1870, " during the rectorship of Mr. Knauff, the
church was enlarged by building a transept and
throwing back the chancel, and remodeled in the in
terior as it now appears. Under the present rector

ship the mortgage resting on the church property has
been removed, a rectory has been purchased, and a
mission chapel built in a new and growing part of
the city, which it is hoped will eventually develop
parish."
into a self-sustaining
St. Paul's Episcopal Church.— The parish of St.

Paul's was formed by members from St. Michael's in
A lot wasrpurchased in South Trenton, on the
1848.
corner of Centre and Federal Streets, and a stone edifice
in the Gothic style of architecture was erected on it.
Rev. Benjamin Franklin was the first rector.
He
continued about three years, after which the rector
ship was vacant for a time. Rev. Francis Clements
was the next rector, but on the 18th of December,
1852, he died, and for a time

the church was again

without a rector.
Rev. James L. Maxwell was called to the rector
The parish was
ship in 1853, and resigned in 1855.
then during five years without a rector.
In 1S33
Rev. Thomas Drumm became rector, and held the
position till he accepted a chaplaincy iu the army in
In that year Rev. John C. Brown was called.
1862.
He remained till the spring of 1877, when he died,
and was succeeded in the same year by the present
rector, Rev. John Bakewell, D.D.
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In the latter part of 1880 the interior of the church
was entirely remodeled at an expense of about three
It is now one of the most tasteful
thousand dollars.
The Sun
and convenient churches in this region.
day-school room was enlarged and improved in 1881.
Trinity Episcopal Church.— This parish was or
ganized on the 23d of September, 1858, with seven
teen members. Services were first held in what was
known as Dolton's building, in Warren Street. On
the 15th of June, 1860, the cornerstone of the present
church edifice, in Academy Street, was laid, and on
the 14th of October in the. same year it was first
opened for service.

It

was consecrated Dec. 13, 1860.
It is built of Trenton sandstone, and covers an area
The style of archi
¦of forty-two by ninety-one feet.
tecture is known as the first pointed Gothic.

The first rector was Rev. Hannibal Goodwin, who
entered on his duties Dec. 8, 1858, and resigned Sept.
The second rector was Norman W. Camp,
29, 1859.

D.D., who was called Dec.19, 1859. Dec. 30, 1860,
Rev. Henry Palethorp became rector. He resigned
Rev. Mark L. Olds was rector from
Oct. 31, 1863.
June 30, 1864, to March 27, 1867. The fifth rector,
E. P. Cressy, D.D., entered on his duties May 12,
UpRev. Albert
1865, and continued till his death.
ham Stanley became rector Nov. 11, 1866.
He re
signed Oct 17, 1875, and was succeeded by the present
rector, Rev. Henry Merlin Barbour, who entered on
his duties
Nov. 28, 1875, and was instituted Jan.
'

12,

1876.

In

1870 the congregation

dispensed with the rent
ing of pews, and adopted the plan of a small weekly
contribution from each attendant to defray expenses.
This plan has been successfully followed to the pres
ent time.

A

the church was purchased in
Aug. 15, 1881, ground was broken for the erec
1877.
tion of a Sunday-school building in the rear of the
church.
The corner-stone was laid September 16th,
and it was first occupied December 25th in the same
rectory adjoining

year.

but no church was formed till Nov. 9, 1805, when an
organization was effected with forty-eight members,
most of whom had been members of the church at
Hightstown. Mr. Wilson and others continued to
supply

William

the church till September, 1809, when Rev.
Boswell was called.
He was ordained on

the 9th of tha,t month.
The following curious

resolution was adopted by
the society Jan. 3, 1810: "That no person laying
violent hands on their own lives should be buried in
the Baptist burying-ground of Trenton and Lamber
member of this
ton, without they are a regular

church."

Mr. Boswell's pastorate continued till 1823, when,
by reason of having embraced views differing from
those of many of his brethren, he with sixty others
seceded and erected the house afterward purchased
and occupied by the Second Presbyterian
Church.
This building, which was a neat structure fifty-four
by forty feet, was commenced in July, 1823, and com
pleted in eleven weeks from its commencement.
It
was dedicated Oct. 19", 1823.
Mr. Boswell was settled

" Re
over this congregation, which was called the
Church,"
till his death in
formed General Baptist
1833.
Mr. Wilson followed him for a short period,

after which the church was closed till its sale to the
Presbyterians in 1842.
This congregation differed
from the old church only in some unimportant
ters, the

mat

principal of which were the mode of admin

istering baptism and communion.
Rev. George Patterson, M.D., became pastor in
January, 1826, and continued till March, 1828. The
church was then supplied by Rev. James E. Welch
and others till April, 1830, when Rey. Morgan Rhees
became pastor, and continued, with a short interreg
num, till November, 1840.
The pastorate of Mr.
Rhees was very successful, and he was distinguished
as an ardent champion of temperance.
He was suc
ceeded in October, 1841, by Rev. Luther F. Beecher,
who continued a year, followed in January, 1843, by
Rev. John Young. In August of the same year he

There are in this parish two guilds, a men's and a
boys', numbering about thirty each, and a workingmen's club of about one hundred.
This club is an
organization for furnishing a free reading-room, and

resigned, and with one hundred and twenty-three
others formed the Second Baptist Church, and built
the house afterward occupied by the Central Baptist

an attractive place of resort to those who might other
wise be subjected to evil influences.

Rev. Levi Beck became pastor in February, 1844,
and resigned in September, 1849, succeeded by Rev.
Henry R. Green in January, 1850.
In 1852 the
meeting-house was damaged by fire, and an expense

First Baptist Church.— In 1787, Rev. Peter Wil
son began preaching in Trenton in what is now the
First Ward. Mr. Wilson/ on the 4th of March, 1788,
baptized five persons in the Delaware River. This

was the first administration of the rite here. In 1801,
the number of Baptists having considerably increased,
measures for the erection of a house of worship were
inaugurated.
Col. Peter Hunt donated a lot of land,
about midway between Trenton and Lamberton, and
on this a house was erected, and dedicated on the
26th of November, 1803.

Mr. AVilson continued to supply preaching

here,

Church

of Trenton.

of nearly seven hundred dollars was incurred
pairs.

for re

Rev. Duncan Dunbar was pastor from July, 1843,
November, 1854.
Rev. Lewis Smith was then
called, and entered on his duties Jan. 1, 1855.
He

till

closed his labors in November, 1857, and was suc
ceeded in October, 1858, by Rev. O. T. "Walker.
In 1859-60 a new church was erected on the site of
the old one, tho congregation meanwhile worshipino-

in the court-house.

The corner-stone was laid July

28
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It j on his duties early in 1879. The church is prosper
1859, and the house was dedicated July 26, 1860.
ous.
It has always been distinguished for its activity
is of brick, one hundred by sixty feet, and the spire
in Sunday-school work, and this activity has been
has a height of one hundred and seventy-five feet.
The seating capacity is twelve hundred.
mutually beneficial to both church and school.
March 14, 1861, the corporate name of the church
Clinton Avenue Baptist Church. — In the spring
was by an act of the Legislature changed from " The of 1867 the Central Baptist Church of Trenton erected
Baptist Church of Trenton and Lamberton" to
First Baptist Church of Trenton."
Rev. Henry D.

Miller

became pastor in December,

1863, succeeded by Rev. George

He resigned in

"The

Fisher in April,

1868.

1872, and the present pastor, Rev.

E.

Lucas, entered on his duties in November, 1873.
In 1868-69 a mission chapel was erected in Hamil
ton, east of the canal, at a cost, including site, of two
It
thousand two hundred and eighty-eight dollars.
was dedicated'May 23, 1869.
In 1870 another mission chapel

Sixth Ward, at

a total

was built in the

cost of fifteen hundred

It

and

a chapel on Perry Street. It was a wooden building,
twenty-four by forty-four feet, and its cost, including
It
site, was three thousand five hundred dollars.
was opened for public worship on the 28th day of
July in the same year. A Sunday-school was estab
lished there on the following Sabbath.
The chapel
purposes
continued to be used for Sunday-school
and occasional religious exercises until May, 1873,
when the Clinton Avenue Baptist Church was organ
ized there, with thirty-two constituent members. In
September of the same year Rev. Charles B. Perkins
became the pastor.

was dedicated

On the 27th of May, 1875, ground was broken for

March 19, 1871.
Central Baptist Church. — On the 30th of April,
1854, this church was organized with Rev. J. T.
Wilcox, who had been a missionary here, as pastor.
The house on the southeast corner of Hanover and
Montgomery Streets, which had been built by the
Second Baptist Church (then extinct), was occupied
In 1858, Mr. Wilcox resigned
as a place of worship.
He was succeeded
on account of age and ill health.
the same year by Rev. Lyman Wright, and he in
Mr. Darrow resigned
1859 by Rev. G. R. Darrow.
in 1861 to accept a chaplaincy in the army, and was
succeeded the same year by Rev. T. R. Howlett,
whose pastorate closed Feb. 14, 1863.
During the
summer and autumn of this year an addition to the
church building was made equal in size to the original
house, which was completely renovated. The lecture^
room was first completed and occupied Nov. 1, 1863,
and the main building during the following winter.
The rededication services were held March 3, 1864.
The total cost was about seven thousand dollars, which
was all paid by 1866.
Rev. T. S. Griffiths became pastor Dec. 1, 1863.
During his pastorate the church enjoyed great pros

the Clinton Avenue Church edifice, and the house
was first occupied Feb. 23, 1876.
It is a Gothic
structure, built of brownstone, fifty-four by eighty-

sixty-two

perity.

dollars and fifteen cents.

In

1867

a

mission

chapel

was erected on

Perry Street at a cost of three thousand five hundred
This was afterward donated to the Clinton
dollars.
Another mission school
Avenue Baptist Church.
and a chapel was
was established at East Trenton,
In January, 1870, Mr.
subsequently built there.
Griffiths resigned, and the pulpit was supplied for a
October 16th, Rev. Charles
time by Rev. Dr. Weston.
Keyser became pastor.
In 1872 the church edifice was again thoroughly
repaired and renovated, and a new organ purchased,
Dr.
at a total cost of nearly ten thousand dollars.

resigned in the spring of 1875, and in No
vember of the same year Rev. T. R. Howlett became
pastor again.
He resigned in the autumn of 1878,
and the present pastor, Rev. L. B. Hartman, entered
Keyser

five feet, with a spire rising from a corner one hun
dred and seventy-five feet.
It has a seating capacity
of eight hundred.
Its cost was thirty thousand one
hundred dollars.
Mr. Perkins resigned the pastorate in the spring of

in August of the same year
D. Miner, who resigned March 1,
During the pastorate of Mr. Miner ninety-

1878, and was succeeded

by Rev.
1882.

Noyes

nine were added to the church by baptism, and six
thousand dollars of the church debt was discharged.

Berean Baptist Church (Colored). — This church
in the spring of 1880 with sixteen
members. It first worshiped in a private house, 35
West Hanover Street. It now meets in a hall, No.
205 North Greene Street.
The society has been pros
perous from the time of its organization.
Rev. Charles H. Barry became pastor at the forma
tion of the church, and he still continues in that re
was organized

lation.

Roman Catholic

Churches.— The first Catholic

were held in 1804, in a building
at the corner of Queen and Second (now State and
Greene) Streets, by a missionary.

services in Trenton

In 1811, Rev. Fathers Carr and Hurley conducted
services at the residence of Mr. John D. Sartori, in
Federal Street; and in 1813, Rev. Father Harold
officiated at the same place.
About

Mr. Sartori and other Catholic gen
a lot on the corner of Lamberton
and Market Streets, and erected thereon, under Right
Rev. Michael Eagan, D.D., a brick edifice, which was
dedicated in that year.
St. John's Church. — In 1846 the increase in num
bers of Catholics here necessitated larger accommo
dations, and a brick church (St. John's) was erected
on Broad Street.
In 1853 still larger accommoda
tions were required, and a wing in the rear was added,
1814,

tlemen purchased
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which greatly improved the appearance of the build

Revs. M.

ing.

1880-82.

At an early period no pastor was settled here, but
supplies were sent from Baltimore, Philadelphia, and
New York. Among these were Revs. James Smith,
The first resident
Doyle, Whalen, and Commisky.
pastor was Rev. Father Geaghen.
He was followed
in succession by Revs. Patrick Rafferty in 1832 ; Wil

liam Whalen,

1833; William

Reilly, 1834; Patrick

Costello, 1834; Richard Hardy, 1835; Daniel McGorian, 1837; John Charles Gilligan, 1839; John P.

Makin, 1844; Revs. O'Donnel and Young (supplies) ;
Anthony Smith, 1861 ; John P. Makin again, 1871.
St. Mary's Parish was set off from St. John's Jan.
1, 1871, the Assanpink being the dividing line.
Father Makin died, and was succeeded in 1873 by
He remained till 1878, when he was
Rev. P. Byrne.
succeeded by the present rector, Rev. Thaddeus Hogan.
In 1874 a new school building was erected in Lam
berton Street, capable of accommodating eight hun
The parochial school had been estab
dred scholars.
lished

previously.

five thousand

By his will Father Makin gave
toward the erection of this

dollars

"building, which cost about forty thousand dollars.
This school has 12 teachers and an average of 620
scholars.

In

building on Broad Street was transformed
into an academy for young ladies by Father Hogan.
Here are three teachers, and instruction in the higher
1880 a

branches is given.

St. Mary's Church. — In view of the rapid increase
of the Catholic population in Trenton, it was deemed
expedient not only to supply immediate wants, but to
provide for necessities which it was foreseen would
arise in the not distant future. Accordingly, in 1865,
the property at the corner of AVarren and Bank
Streets was purchased ; ground was broken for St.

Mary's Church April 23,1866; the corner-stone was
laid July 15th of the same year, and the church was
consecrated Jan. 1, 1871.
It is built on historic ground. On its site stood the
headquarters of Col. Rahl, the Hessian commander
in the battle of Trenton, and here some of the se
verest fighting of that important battle took place.
In this vicinity also Col. Rahl was mortally wounded
whi'e endeavoring to rally his men.
The length of the church is one hundred and sixty
feet, the width sixty-six feet, the height eighty feet,

In

Trenton was made an episcopal see, and
Rt. Rev. M. J. O'Farrel was consecrated by Cardinal
Archbishop McCloskey in St. Patrick's Cathedral,
New York, its first bishop. His enthronation took
place in St. Mary's Cathedral, Nov. 17, 1881, with
great solemnity, in the presence of several bishops
and all the clergy of the diocese, together with a
large concourse of people.
It may here be remarked that when St. Mary's
Church was built the probability of its becoming

a

cathedral was recognized.
The parochial school was built in 1870, in tbe rear
of St. M.ary's Cathedral, on Bank Street, on property

It has
that had been purchased from Mr. McCully.
six teachers, and an average of four hundred and
fifty scholars.

Church of St. Francis of Assisium. —The chapel
of St. Francis, at the corner of Lamberton and Mar
ket Streets, was the only Catholic house of worship
till 1846, when St. John's Church, on Broad Street,
was erected for the Irish Catholics.
The Germans were too weak to maintain a separate
church, and it was closed. Mr. Peter Hargons, how
ever, purchased the chapel and presented it to the
bishop, who permitted its use by the Germans.
In 1853, Father Gemeiner, the first German priest,
was sent here and remained till 1856, when he was
succeeded by Rev. Anton Muller, and he, in 1859, by
Father Gemeiner again. In 1865 he retired, and was
succeeded by Rev. Father Storr.
At this time the
congregation had increased beyond the capacity of
chapel, and the Methodist Church in Front
Street was purchased for eleven thousand dollars.
Mr. Storr left in 1866, and the congregation was
supplied for a time. During the year the new church
the

was consecrated, and Rev. Francis Gerber, D.D., be
came pastor. Under his pastorate a parsonage was
erected in 1867, near the church, at a cost of six
thousand dollars.
Father Gerber also added the
tower to the church building. He left for Europe in
1869, and was succeeded by Rev. Peter Jachetti.
The
congregation was offered to the Franciscans, and ac
cepted by them in 1870, and Father Jachetti was
continued as pastor.

The new church in Front Street was first named by
the congregation "Saint Boniface Church," but in
the

mented with statuary, bas-reliefs, and paintings, a
minute description of which space will not permit.
The cost of the church was about ninety-five thou

hundred.

Its seating capacity is one thousand
five hundred.
The building is a monument to the
skill and energy of Rev. Anthony Smith, under
whose supervision it was built, and who has been
its only pastor.
The assistant pastors have been

Holland, 1878-79, and James McFaul,

1881,

and the height of the spire two hundred feet.
It is
built of brownstone, in the Gothic style of architec
ture. The interior is elaborately finished, and orna

sand dollars.

J.

it was ordered by the bishop that it be called
" Church
of Saint Francis of Assisium."
In 1869 the Franciscan Sisters took charge of the
parochial school, which then numbered about
two
1868

In 1874, Father Jachetti having successfully dis
charged his duties here, entered on the work of
estab

lishing in Chambersburg,

where many Germans re
sided, a church and Franciscan college.
He was succeeded in that year by Rev. Father
Avelinus Szabo. He was distinguished for his quiet
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when
was removed, and
substantial brick edifice
was erected on the same site. This was used till
was sold to the Orthodox Friends.
1837, after whicii

Father Szabo sold the property on Cooper and
Market Streets, and with the proceeds, and with ad
ditional funds raised for the purpose, erected the
school building.in the rear of the church.

In 1836 the increase in the membership had come
to necessitate larger accommodations, and the project
of erecting
This was in
new church was agitated.

After eight years of active service here he sought
relief from his labors, and retired to the convent at
Chambersburg, to follow the more quiet life of a
teacher.
He was succeeded on the 22d of February,
1882, by Rev. Father Conrad
Elison, the present

in Greene Street, below State, was built. This
still
in use, and a representative of the best class of early
Methodist architecture.
The conservatism of the so
ciety has thus far prevented any change in the exte
rior appearance of the church, but the interior, except
the galleries, has been remodeled in accordance with
modern style. The walls are frescoed, the pews are

Greene Street Methodist Episcopal Church —
The doctrines of the Methodist Episcopal Church
were first introduced in Trenton about the year 1766
by Capt. Thomas AArebb, of the British army.
The doctrines and usages of the Methodists were
to some extent innovations among the people at that
time, and they encountered opposition, though the
labors of AA'hitefield and the Tennents had prepared
the way for the preaching of the early Methodists,
and the adaptation of their doctrines to the spiritual
wants of the people commended them so strongly to
their favor that a society was soon formed.
Of this
society Conrad Rolls was the first steward, and Joseph
Toy the first class-leader.
There are no records to show where this society
worshiped during the first few years of its existence.

Yard

a

S.
a

is,

however, in the possession of Judge William
record under the date of Nov. 25, 1772, of
subscription for the erection of a church, the cor

There

ner-stone of which was laid by Bishop Asbury, April
The dimensions of this church were thirty
22, 1773.

a

it

.

a

is

is

1837 carried into effect, and the present church edifice

semicircular and are tastefully upholstered, and the
carpeted.
floor
is

pastor.

it

unostentatious piety, and under his administration the
prosperity of the parish continued as under that of
his predecessor.

During the first few years of its existence this soci
ety enjoyed the occasional ministrations of traveling
clergymen and missionaries, and from time to time
had clergymen who remained during longer or shorter
periods.
It appears from tho old stewards' book that
Francis Asbury was paid six shillings May 22, 1772,

10th, and the same amount July 1st,
Richard Wright officiated here
the latter half of 1772, and the quarterage
the early part of 1773 was paid to Richard

June

one pound

of the same year.
during

during
Boardman.

In 1774 there were in New Jersey two hundred and
fifty-seven members of Methodist Churches.
In 1775
the number

had increased to three hundred, but in
of the breaking out of the Revolution

1776, by reason

ary war, the number was diminished one-half.
At the first session of the General Conference in
1773 clergymen were appointed to the New Jersey

circuit. As time went on and Methodists became
more numerous, the territorial limits of conferences,
districts, circuits, etc., were changed in accordance

lent at that time
may be stated that this old book
records the fact that five gallons of rum and three
cyder"
and three-quarter gallons of "
were paid for
workmen"
by the society "for the
on the church
building in March and April, 1773. A credit
also
recorded of twelve shillings and sixpence to the
prize lottery ticket," Aug. 24, 1774.
account of "

with changing circumstances, and Trenton thus came
to be included at different times in many different
general and subordinate jurisdictions.

Public sentiment has within century made advances
in the right direction.
The earnest and fervently pious character of prim
itive Methodists
illustrated by the following extract
from the deed of 1772, which conveyed the ground on
which the first church building was erected:
" Provided also that they preach in the said house

William AVatters, 1774; John King, Daniel
Robert Lindsay, John Cooper, 1776;
Henry Kennedy, Thomas McClure, 1777; Daniel
Ruff, 1778 Daniel Ruff, Philip Cox, Joshua Dudley,
1779; AVilliam Gill, John James, Richard Garretson,
1780; Caleb B. Pedicord, Joseph Cromwell, 1781;

is

Revolution on visiting Trenton he found this church
turned into a stable, and was kindly permitted to
preach in the Presbyterian Church.

In

this house the congregation

worshiped

till

1807,

:

;

;

1775;

;

Joshua Dudley, William Ivy (six months), John
Tunnell, AVilliam Clendinning (balance of the year),
1782; Woolman Hickson, John Margery, 1783 John
Hagerty, Matthew Greentree, 1784; Robert Cloud,
John McCloskey, Jacob Brush, 1785; Robert Sparks,
Robert Cann, 1786 Ezekiel Cooper, Nathaniel B.
Mills, 1787 John Merrick, Thomas Morrell, Jethro
Johnson, 1788; Joseph Cromwell, Richard Swain,
1789
Simon Pile, Aaron Hutchinson, 1790
Robert
;

ing at five o'clock, and every Sabbath-day at such time
proper."
shall be thought
It recorded by Benjamin Abbot that during the

as

Ruff,

;

every week, and every morn

ters, 1773

;

on every week day evening,

The clergymen who have been appointed to the
charges of which Trenton and later the Greene Street
Methodist Episcopal Church have constituted a part
have been the following John King, William AVat-

;

is

a

a

is

it

it

was located on the corner
by thirty-five feet, and
of Greene and Academy Streets.
As an illustration of the customs that were preva
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Robert Hutchinson, 1791 ; Gamaliel Bailey,
Daniel Freeman, 1792; Robert Sparks, Isaac Robin
son, 1793; John Fountain, Robert McCoy, 1794;
John Ragan, Joshua- Taylor, 1795 ; David Bartine,
Ephraim
Roger
1796; Richard Swain,
Benton,
Chambers, 1797; Caleb Kendal, Joseph Lovell, 1798;
Cann,

Solomon Sharpe, Jesse Justice, 1799 ; Robert Sparks,
Henry Clarke, 1800; David Bartine, Joseph Osborn,
William Brandon, 1801; Anthony Turck, John
Walker, 1802; AVilliam Mills, Gamaliel Barley, 1803 ;
Joseph Totten, George Wooley, 1804; John Bethel,
Samuel Budd, 1805; William Bishop, Daniel Higbee,
P. P. Sanford, 1807;
1806; William McClenahan,
Peter Sanford, William Fox, 1808; William Fox,
Jacob Hevener, 1809 ; Thomas Stratton, Thomas
Neal, 1810; AVilliam Mills, 1811; Joseph Totten,
William Mills, 1812; Joseph Osborn, John Van

John Fernon,
1813 ; John Van Schorck,
1814; John Walker, Thomas Neal, 1815; John Rob

Schorck,

inson, Joseph Rusling, 1816; Manning Force, Daniel
Moore,
Smith,

1817 ;

Alexander McCairre,

Sr., 1819; Solomon

1818 ;

James

Sharpe, 1820-21; Joseph
Potts, 1824-25; AVilliam

John
Thatcher, 1826-27 ; Joseph Lybrand, 1828 ; Joseph
Holdich, 1829-30; Solomon Higgins, 1831-32; Rich
ard W. Petheridge (superannuated), 1832; Thomas
J. Thompson, 1833-34; James Dandy, 1835-36; An
thony Atwood, 1837-38; Charles Pitman, 1839-40;
Charles H. Whitecar, 1841-42; Daniel P. Ridder,
1843-44; Joseph B. Wakely, 1844-45; James Ayars,
1846-47 ; John S. Porter, 1848-49 ; Francis A. Morell,
1850-51; George F. Brown, 1852-53; Richard Vanhorne, 1854; Joseph B. Dobbins, 1855-57; AV. E.
Perry, 1858; Elwood H. Stokes, 1859-61 ; S. Y. Mon
roe, 1862-63; J. B. Dobbins, 1864-66; J. W. King,
1867-69; C. S. Vancleve, 1870-72; R. §. Hanlow,
D.D., 1873-74; R. Thorn, 1875-77; M. Relyea, 187880; George R. Morris, D.D., 1881-82.
Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church. —Front
Street Methodist Episcopal Church was formed in
1846 by some members of the Greene Street Church.
The Dutch Reformed Church building in Front Street
was purchased in that year, and in 1851 it was en
Lybrand, 1822-23;

larged by extending the front to State Street, was beau
tified externally and refitted within.
The pastors were Revs. Clark Polley, 1846-47;
James Tuttle, 1848-49 ; Rodney Winans, 1850 ; James
O. Rodgers, 1851-52 ; C. S. Vancleve, 1853-54; A. R.
Street, 1855-66; George Hughes, C. S. Downs, 1857;

P. Cline, 1858-59 ; Charles E. Hill, 1860-61 ; Isaac
Winner, D.D., 1862; J. Vannote, 1863-64; E. H.
Durell, 1865.
In 1866 the house in Front Street was sold to St.
Francis'
Church, and the Front Street
(Catholic)
Church took the name of Trinity Methodist Episcopal
Church.
It worshiped first in Fitzgeorge's Hall, then
in Temperance Hall, then in a plank church that was
erected in Academy Street, between Greene and Mont

gomery.

In

1868 a lot was purchased

in Perry Street,

near Greene, and the present church edifice was com
menced. The session-room was first used in 1869, and
the audience-room was completed and occupied in
1871.

It

is a brick building, sixty-nine by one hundred
feet, and it has a seating capacity of
Its cost, including site, was between

and twenty-five
eight hundred.

forty thousand and fifty thousand dollars.
The pastors of Trinity Church have been Revs. B.
'
S. Sharpe, 1866-68 ; R. V. Lawrence, 1869-71 ; A.

E. C. Hancock, 1875-77; J.
1872-74;
Stiles, 1878-80 ; and the present pastor, Willis Reeves,

Lawrence,
1881.

Union Street Methodist Episcopal Church.— This

was organized in 1852 for the greater convenience of
those members of the Greene Street Church living in
that part of the city.

The first place of worship was a building in Don
nelly's Alley that had been used as a Sunday-school
and class-room.
During the year 1852 a house of
worship was erected on the site of the present church
building, in Union Street below Ferry. It was of
brick, forty-five by sixty-three feet. A faulty founda
tion necessitated the rebuilding of this church in
by seventy-five.
1858, when it was made forty-five
During 1870 the vestibule was changed to two class
rooms, and in 1881 the gallery was converted into a
Sunday-school room.
The cost of this church was
about eight thousand dollars.
The pastors have been Revs.

John S. Heisler, 1852;
Franklin, 1854; C. Miller,
1855; J. R. Burr, 1857; S. Townsend, 1858; W. W.
Christine, 1859; J. T. Tucker, 1862; D. S. Zane,
1864; G. Dobbins, Galway, Nicholson, 1865; A. J.
Gregory, 1866 ; J. B. Turpin, 1867 ; C. C. Eastback,
1868; A. M. North, 1870; G. Hitchens, 1873; G. D.
Collins, 1875 ; W. S. McCowan, 1878 ; M. J. AVright,
1880; S. E. Post, 1881 ; James R. Mace, 1882.
Warren Street Chapel of the Methodist Episco
pal Church.— About the year 1847 a Sunday-school
was established by some members of the Greene Street
Church in a building on the Pennington road. Such
was the success of this enterprise that ten years later
it was deemed necessary to provide a house of worship
in that part of the city, and the AVarren Street Chapel

J. D. King,

1853 ; AVilliam

It was dedicated May 8, 1859. It was
structure, twenty-five by fifty feet, and it
stood at the junction of Pennington, Brunswick, and
was erected.
a frame

Princeton Avenues.

A society was organized here Feb. 22, 1860, com
posed of thirty-four of the members of
the Greene
Street Church.
Dr. E. Hance took charge till the session of the
Conference, when Rev. Charles Hartranft was ap
pointed in 1860 ; followed by Revs. D.
Moore, 1861 ;
A. M. North, 1862; Henry Belting, 1864; J. p. Tur
pin, 1865 ;
S. Heisler, 1866 ; AV. F. "Randolph, 1866 ;
R. B. Sutcliff, 1867; Joseph Atwood, 1868; J.

J.

Westwood,

1869; C. AV. Heisley, 1871; G. E. Han-

CITY OF TRENTON.
John Wilson, 1874; William H. Hoag,
John L. Souder, 1879; John De AVitt . Miller,

cock, 1872;
1877;
1881.

In

1876 the old chapel was taken

structure erected on its site.

It

down and a new
is of pressed brick,

with brownstone trimmings, thirty by sixty-five and
The cost
fifty feet high, including the basement.
was about seven thousand dollars.

State Street Methodist Episcopal Church.—
This society was formed almost wholly by members
of Greene Street Church.
It was organized early in
1859, and its first place of worship was Temperance
Hall. The church edifice, on the corner of State and
Stockton Streets, was completed in 1860, and dedi
cated in the summer of that year. It is a brown
stone structure, sixty-four by eighty feet, with a
chapel in the rear thirty by sixty-nine.
The audi
torium has a seating capacity of six hundred.
The
cost of the church was about thirty-five thousand dol
lars, including site. In 1866 a parsonage was erected,
adjoining the church, at a cost of ten thousand dol
lars.

The pastors have been Revs. George W. Bachelor,
1859 ; C. H. Whitecar, 1861 ; AVilliam H.
Jeffries, 1863 ; Thomas Hanlon, 1865 ; D. AV. Bar
tine, D.D., 1867 ; W. H. Pearne, 1870; Samuel Van
appointed

Zant,
1878;

Leander Soy,
S. Van Benschoten,

1873;

pastor, John

Y.

Dobbins,

1876;
1879;

J.

S. Chadwick,
and the present

1882.

Central Methodist Episcopal Church. — This was
organized in 1864 by members from Front Street and
Union Street Methodist Episcopal Churches. Its first
place of worship was Temperance Hall, then, during

In 1865 the so
more than a year, the court-house.
ciety took possession of the basement of their new
church building, whicii was then in process of erec
on the corner of Broad and Market Streets.
This house was completed and dedicated in 1868.
tion,

It

is a brick structure, and its cost was about fifty
thousand dollars.
The pastors of this church have been Revs. E. H.
Stokes, appointed 1865 ; William E. Perry, 1867 ;

Richard Thorne, Jr., 1869; David Schock, 1872;
William Walton, 1875 ; John Phelps, 1878 ; and the
present pastor, J. R. Westwood, 1881.
In 1876 the result of a great revival was a large
accession to the membership of the church, and
within two years about ten thousand dollars of the
church debt was discharged.

Episcopal Churches. — The
Trenton
have two churches,
in
colored
but of their history but little could be learned.
Mount Zion Methodist Episcopal Church in Perry
The
Street was built in 1819, and rebuilt in 1858.
present pastor is Rev. James Arnold McGilvary
Johns.
St. Paul's Colored African Methodist Episcopal
Church worship in Willow Street, near Pennington
Rev. Thomas Johnson is the pastor.
Avenue.

African Methodist
Methodists
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Friends. — The first settlers at Trenton were
Friends, although theirs was not the first religious
society that was formed here. Their meeting-house
was, however, the first place of worship that was
It
erected within the limits of the city of Trenton.
was built in 1739, on the corner of Hanover and
Montgomery Streets, where it has ever since been in
use. It has undergone repairs, however, though it
retains in a great measure its primitive simplicity.
The date of its erection was formerly on the building,
but it was covered in rough-casting the house in 1838.
When the society became divided in 1828 the
branch denominated Hicksite were left in possession
of this house, where they have since worshiped.
An Orthodox branch of the society purchased from
the Methodists their church on the northeast corner
of Greene and Academy Streets, about 1838, and wor
shiped in it till 1858, when they built their place of
worship in Mercer Street, near Livingston. In the
quiet, unostentatious pursuit of the even tenor of
their way, these people leave but little history.
Congregation.— The Mount
Har Sinai Hebrew
Association
was organized in 1857.
Sinai Cemetery
Ground was purchased and a cemetery established
about a mile from the city, in the borough of Cham
bersburg.
The congregation was incorporated under its pres
The corporators were Simon
ent name in 1860.

Kahnweiler, Isaac Wyman, Henry Shoninger, Her
man Rosenbaum, Marcus Aron, L. Rahnweiler, and
David Manko.
The first place of meeting was a room in South
Warren Street. Afterward the congregation met in
the Chancery building, corner of State and Chancery
Streets.

In 1872 the present synagogue in Montgomery
Street, near Academy, was purchased and refitted for
It had previously been a Lu
a house of worship.
theran Chapel.
A school is maintained by this congregation for in
struction in the German and Hebrew languages.

German Evangelical Lutheran Trinity Church.
— Early in 1851, Rev. A, J. Geissenhaimer, of New
York, commenced labor here among the Germans,
Services
preaching to them in their own language.
were first held in a public hall. Mr. Geissenhaimer
soon removed to this city, and with his own means
purchased a lot on Broad Street, and erected thereon
a brick church thirty-three by sixty feet, capable of
seating two hundred and seventy persons. It was
A small school-house
dedicated in October, 1852.
was erected in the rear of this in the following spring.
The growth of the German population necessitated
the organization of a separate German congregation,
and in 1856 this was incorporated under its present
title, and Rev. G. F. Gardner became pastor. In the
spring of 1857 the congregation purchased from Mr.
Geissenhaimer at cost— five thousand five hundred dol
lars — the church property.
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In

1865 the capacity of the church was increased
by the addition of galleries and pews to five hundred,
and the next year a large two-story brick schoolhouse was erected in the rear on Cooper Street.
1873,'

and dedicated June 1, 1873, where they worship at
present.
Owing to failing health, Rev. Elwell was
obliged to resign his pastorate in December, 1873.

He died in the spring of 1875, universally beloved and
lamented by those who knew him.
Rev. Fred. Gunner became the third pastor of this

Mr. Gardner left the
On the 1st
congregation, and the present pastor, Rev. Jacob ZentAs the congregation became
ner, succeeded him.

church

larger the church was found too small, and the erec
tion of a new one in its place was resolved on. This

was called and became
their fourth pastor, October, 1875, and resigned June

was done, and the new edifice was dedicated May 13,
It is a brick structure with basement and gal
and
it has a seating capacity of one thousand.
leries,
Its cost was twenty thousand dollars. The congrega

30, 1876.

of January,

1877.

tion now numbers four hundred families.
'
A parochial school is still conducted in the build
ing on Cooper Street, in the rear of the church.

Evangelical

Lutheran

Christ Church.— During

the year 1868 services were held in Trenton, princi
pally by students from the seminary of the Pennsyl

vania Synod at Philadelphia. On the 1st of July,
1869, the above-named church was organized with

Jacob Miller, Thomas Pennington, John Keller,
Henry H. Lantz, Henry Mohrfield, Louisa Mohrfield, Ellen Gettler, Abbie Kafer, and Amos H. Bar
tholomew as constituent members. They first wor
shiped in the German Lutheran, Church, then in the
Sunday-school room connected with that church, and
afterward in the Mercer County court-house.
In 1872 a Protestant Episcopal Church building on
Clay Street was purchased, but it was burned soon
after the society came in possession of it. A lot on

the corner of Taylor and Jackson Streets was then
purchased, and a stone chapel was erected there for a
This was completed in
temporary place of worship.
1873, and the congregation still worship in it.
Rev. Amos H. Bartholomew
of this church Oct. 10, 1869.

was installed

as pastor

He resigned Jan. 1,
1873, and was succeeded by Rev. E. L. Reed, who
resigned Dec. 31, 1874.
During six months the soci

ety was without a pastor. In this interval the congre
gation transferred its connection from the General
Council to the General Synod, and called Rev. J. C.
Baum, who entered on his duties in July, 1875, and

served till November, 1881.
He was succeeded by
the present pastor, Rev. J. H. Harpster, Jan. 1, 1882.
The society is quite prosperous.
Messiah's Church.1— This church takes its denom

It was organized by the first pastor,
Robinson, Feb. 9, 1854.
They commenced worship in a hall, but before No
vember, 1864, had a small but commodious church
erected on the corner of Market and Clay Streets.
Rev. Robinson remained until April, 1865, when
Rev. Daniel Elwell became the second pastor. The
church prospered under his ministry, and it was
inational name.

Rev. D.

I.

deemed best to have a larger edifice, which was erec
ted on the corner of Front and Montgomery Streets,
[ By the pastor.

1875.

in January,
Rev. M.

1874, and continued

until June,

L. Jackson

Rev. Dr. I. R. Gates, of Philadelphia, supplied the
pulpit from this time until their fifth pastor. Rev. S.
F. Grady, entered upon his duties, Nov. 1, 1877. He
labored with the church until May, 1881, when he re
signed, against the wishes of the majority.
The pulpit was again supplied until March, 1882,
when Rev. M. Peabody, the present pastor, was called
to administer to their spiritual necessities.
Riverview Cemetery. — This was incorporated by
In the same year
an act of the Legislature in 1858.
a lot of thirty acres was purchased on the Delaware
River below Salor Street, and in 1859 this was laid
out and burials were first made. The grounds have
been tastefully arranged and beautifully ornamented
with shrubbery, etc., and it is a very popular cemetery.
The association has never incurred a dollar of indebt
edness.

The first president was Jacob M. Taylor. At his
death, in 1875, the present presiding officer, Jonathan
Steward, was chosen.
The remains of many of the best citizens of Tren
ton are entombed in this cemetery.

John K. Smith, one of the oldest residents of the
city of Trenton, was born in Salem, N. J., Sept. 6,
1800, and is now nearly eighty-two years of age.
His
maternal grandfather, Edward Keasbey, married the
daughter of Anthony Quinton, an early settler at

Quinton's Bridge, Salem Co., N. J., about the begin
ning of the eighteenth century, and was one of the
Governor's Council during the Revolutionary war.
His father, Judge John Smith, born in 1749, was of
Quaker parentage, was adjutant of the militia at home
during the war for independence, judge of the Court
of Common Pleas, sheriff of Salem County, and died
in 1810. Temperance Keasbey, wife of Judge John
Smith, born in 1766, died in 1826. Of their children,
John K., subject of this sketch, is the only surviving
one. He learned surveying aud navigation at the

of thirteen and fourteen, was a clerk in a store
in Philadelphia for three years, and in 1818 came to

ages

Trenton, where he was a clerk in a store for five years.
He was subsequently surveyor for several years, and
superintendent and cashier for eleven years of the

Little Schuylkill Navigation, Railroad, and Coal Com
pany, which positions he resigned in 1846, and for
five years he carried on a foundry and machine busi
ness at the same place, Tainaqua, Pa., in 1851.
After purchasing a coal tract near Mauch Chunk
he settled in Philadelphia, where he resided

Pa.,
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until

1854, and in the mean time purchased a wood
land tract in Centre County, Pa., and started the lum
ber business.
In that year he returned to Trenton.
In 1858 he laid out Riverview Cemetery, of which he
was a faithful superintendent until May, 1881, when

sickness compelled him to resign.
He was a director
of the First National Bank of Trenton for fourteen
years, vice-president of the People's Fire Insurance
Company, superintendent and president of the Tren
ton Institute, secretary of the Trenton City Bridge
Company, one of the managers of the Children's

731

lame that he conceived the idea of "gaining a force
steam."
He was regarded as the first inventor of
by
The Legislature granted him the
steam navigation.
exclusive privilege of navigation on this side of the

" Persever
Delaware for fourteen years. His boat
ance" made several trips between Trenton and Phila
delphia in the year 1790.
He died in 1798, in Ken
tucky.1

John Augustus Roebung, engineer, born in Prus
sia, 1806, educated in the Polytechnic School at Ber
lin, came to America and settled near Pittsburgh, Pa.,
He was the first
in 1831, and afterwards at Trenton.

Home, and he was named by the State Legislature
one of a committee of three to select a site for the
Soldiers' Children's
Home, and was identified with its
Mr. Smith superintended unloading from
erection.

to manufacture wire-rope, and the inventor of sus
pension bridges.
He built several, among them one
over the Ohio at Cincinnati, one over the Alleghany

two locomotives, built by Ed
ship
ward Berry, Liverpool, and setting up for the Little
Schuylkill Railroad, in February, 1833, the second

at Pittsburgh, one at Niagara, and commenced the
He died in
one over the East River at New York.
1869, and his son, Augustus AVashington Roebling,

J.,

who died Dec. 27, 1866, leaving

no

Mercer Cemetery at Trenton. — This was incorpo
rated by an act of the Legislature, Feb. 23, 1843. The
first managers were Joseph C. Potts, Charles C. Yard,
Alexander H. Armour, David Witherup, and Joseph

A

purchase was made of about fifteen acres
6f ground, fronting on Clinton Avenue, aud lying be
tween Park Street and Assanpink Creek. This ground
was tastefully laid out and ornamented with shade-

A. Yard.

trees and shrubbery, and it has since been used as a
burial-place by the citizens of Trenton and the sur
It is a stock company, with a
rounding country.
capital of twenty thousand dollars.
The present of
ficers are William S. Hutchinson, president, and Alex
ander C. Yard, secretary and treasurer.

Prominent Men not elsewhere
is a historical name in the
He was a native
and invention.
where it is said his father was a

Fitch

Presbyterian."

In

Noticed.—

John

world of science
of Connecticut,

" most

strenuous

he came to Trenton, and
Matthew Clunn, a tinman, employed him to make
brass buttons.
He also picked up some knowledge
of the watchmaker's business. He became a silver
smith.
He took large contracts to repair American
1760

arms in the Revolution, and the British soldiers on
that account burnt his valuable shop and tools and
He was lieutenant in the first
all his visible property.

military company that was formed at Trenton, and
He was made armorer
was stationed at Valley Forge.
for the Committee of Safety, and was expelled from
the Methodist Society for working at that business on
Sunday.
It was while walking from church when

ton.

Philemon Dickinson, late president of the Tren
ton Banking Company of Trenton, was born near
He was a son of Samuel
Trenton, Feb. 16, 1804.
Dickinson, and grandson of Gen. Philemon Dickin
son, who commanded the New Jersey militia during
the Revolutionary war, and was afterwards United
States senator from New Jersey. He read law with
Chief Justice Ewing and Gen. Wall, and was admitted
He began to practice in Trenton,
to the bar in 1826.
but soon abandoned

and accepted the presidency

of the Trenton Banking Company in 1832, when he
was twenty-eight years old. He filled this office till
1881, when he resigned on account of age and infir
cour
mities of body. He was an excellent officer,
gentleman.
He held other
teous and fine-looking
offices
in the city and State, as president of the
city water-works, commissioner of the State sinking
fund, United States pension agent, and he served in
the Common Council, and took interest in the gov
ernment and growth of Trenton for the last fifty
years. He had literary taste and culture, and the
Rogers' " Biographical
sketch of his grandfather in
Dictionary"
He died Sept.
was prepared by him.
1882, at his home in Trenton, in the seventy-ninth
year of his age, leaving two sons, S. Meredith Dick
inson, of Trenton, and George F. Dickinson, of Phil
adelphia, and three daughters, Mrs. Richard F. Ste
vens, Mrs. G. D. W. Vroom, and Miss Mary Dickin
son, surviving him.

2,

N.

a

County,
issue.

His
has taken his place of the East River bridge.
ancestors came from England. There are represen
tatives of the family residing and in business in Tren

it,

used for railroading in America.
Mr. Smith married in May, 1824, Ann, daughter
of Benjamin and Edith AA'eatherby, of Gloucester

1

"Philadelphia"

Dr. Hall's History of Trenton.
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GEORGE SMITH GREEN.
George Smith Green is one of the oldest surviving
men of Trenton, and belongs to a family
prominence
many of whose members have attained
business
as

jurists, lawyers, ministers, and scholars.

grandfather, George, born in 1738,
at the age of thirty-one years, Miss Anna
Smith, who was born July 8, 1749, and died 'March
marriage removed
30, 1789, and about the time of his
purchased
some eight hun
and
from
township

His

paternal

married

Ewing

dred acres of land in Lawrence township, Mercer
County, upon which he resided until his decease, in
Upon his death he left four young sons1777.
Caleb S., Charles, James, and Richard. Of these,
Caleb S. succeeded to the homestead property, where
Charles and Richard
he spent his life as a farmer.
Richard and
were educated at Princeton College.
James were for a time merchants in Genesee County,
N. Y., where James died. Richard afterward re

turned, and was a farmer in Lawrence until his death.
Charles was a teacher, and died in Lawrence.
Caleb S. Green, father of our subject, was born
July 2, 1770, and died Aug. 27, 1850. His wife,
Elizabeth Van Cleve, born Nov. 4, 1772, died Dec.
20, 1836, and bore him the following children, who
grew to manhood and womanhood : Jane, George
Smith, Johu Cleve, a wealthy and influential mer
chant of New York City for many years, and a large
donor to Princeton College; Henry W., an eminent
jurist, lawyer, and chief justice of the State of New
Oscar, Cornelia, Elizabeth, Eleanor
Mary Lavinia Gilchrist, and Judge Caleb
S. Green, a prominent member of the Trenton bar.
George Smith Green, born in Lawrence township,
June 28, 1798, remained at home until twenty-three
years of age, when he went to Groveville, Burlington

Jersey;

James

Henrietta,

Co., and engaged in milling and the manufacture of
satinets as a partner of Churchill Houston.
Mr.
Green remained there until the winter of 1839-40,
when he settled in Trenton, and became a member of
the well-known firm of Fish, Green & Co., lumber
Charles Green, one member of the firm,
merchants.
died a few years afterwards, and George S. Green con
tinued a successful and large business with Benjamin

Fish until 1879, when Mr. Fish withdrew from the
firm, and Robert W. Kennedy became a partner,
under the firm-name of Green & Kennedy. ¦
Mr. Green has spent a life almost wholly devoted
to business, and although interested in local and
national politics he has never sought a place or politi
cal preferment.
Many years ago he was a member of
the City Council from the First Ward, and he was
the first collector for Mercer County, after its erection
from Hunterdon, Burlington, and Middlesex in 1838,
serving for three years. He was one of the original

three directors from New Jersey in the Bucks County,
place for
Pa., Insurance Company, and has held this
Presbyterians
years.
were
The Green ancestry
twenty
in religious faith, and Mr.. Green is a member and
Church at Trenton,
elder of the First Presbyterian
years
on its board of trustees.
and has served many

first wife, Sarah, daughter of William Kennedy
Stewart, of Warren County, whom he
thirty-nine
married in 1824, died June 26, 1843, aged
years. The Kennedy ancestry is traced to Robert
Kennedy, born in the north of Ireland in 1693, who

His

and

Sarah

settled in Bucks County, Pa., where he had a son born
in 1729. The children born of this union are Wil
liam Henry Green, D.D., LL.D., Professor of Oriental

Theological Semi
and Old Testament Theology in the
wife of John T.
Elizabeth,
Sarah
Princeton
;
nary in
Duffield, D.D., Professor of Mathematics in Prince

ton College ; Anna Corilla, who became tbe wife of
clergyman, and
Rev. Mr. Yeoman, a Presbyterian
after his death, of Minot S. Morgan, of New York;
and Edward T. Green, a graduate of Princeton Col
Mr. George
lege, and prominent lawyer at Trenton.
S. Green's second wife, whom he married in 1844, and
who died in 1879, was Maria, daughter of James

Kennedy and Elizabeth Maxwell, of Lancaster County,
Pa., and own cousin of his first wife. The only child
of this marriage is Emma Kennedy, wife of Frederick
C. Lewis, a commission merchant of New York.

EDWARD

M. YARD

The Yard family is of Norman origin, and the pro
genitor in England was in the army of William the
Conqueror at the battle of Hastings in 1066.
The
creation of the Yard family coat of arms was in 1442.
Richard Yard, a high sheriff, county Devon, England,
is the common ancestor of the family in New Jersey.
The Yards have been from their settlement in Eng
land influential

citizens, and are now among the large

of the realm. Two brothers, Joseph and
William Yard, emigrated to America about 1668.
The former settled in Philadelphia, where he hecame possessed of a large landed estate, which was
entailed to his heirs in his will dated 1715; the latter
Delaware,"
and
settled in Trenton at the " Falls of the
became a large land-owner where the site of the city
of Trenton is located, as may be seen in a deed of
partition (made under his will dated Feb. 12, 1742)
now in the possession of Judge William S. Yard, of
William Yard was
Trenton, dated March 22, 1749.
clerk of the court at Trenton in 1720.
He left a
large family of sons and daughters at his death, the
eldest of whom was Joseph, who resided in Trenton,
was a member of the King's Council of the State, do
nated a part of the site for the First Presbyterian
Church in Trenton, of which he was the last survivor
of the first board of trustees in 1763, and by his will
laud-owners
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he donated a legacy to Princeton College.
His prop
erty was divided among his children by deed of par

His two sons were Joseph and Archibald
The former died, leaving no descendants;
the latter Was in business in Trenton, and died in
tition.

AVilliam.

aged nearly
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and surgeon in the army,
and died about 1845.
Capt. Edward M., only son of Edward Yard, now a
resident of Trenton, is the senior representative of
the family in New Jersey in direct line from the pro
was an eminent physician

eighty years, leaving nine sons
daughters, only one of whom. Edward,
father of our subject, left male issue. Edward Yard,
while a boy, was placed in a merchant's counting-

genitor.

house in Philadelphia, and took a liking to go to sea
in one of his employer's vessels.
On the return from
his second voyage the vessel was captured by a Brit
ish frigate, the war of the Revolution then having
begun.
As American prisoners were not then ac
knowledged, he was made to serve on a British
man-of-war for two years, and then sent to prison in
England.
Through the kindly aid of an aunfin Trenton who

year of his age, he entered the United States navy as
midshipman, participated in the war with Mexico
and California, and was one of the pioneers to visit

1810,

and nine

had married a British officer who resided in Trenton,
but returned home when the war broke out, young
Edward Yard made his escape from prison, and sailed
from London on board a British transport bound for
New York under convoy of Admiral Digby's fleet,

which arrived, however, too late to assist Cprnwallis
at Yorktown. He managed to escape from the vessel
in the outer bay of New York, and returned to his
home in Trenton after an absence of nearly seven
years. Immediately
after the close of the war, in
1784, his father, Abraham Hunt, and Moore Furman,
then the largest merchants of Trenton, loaded a vessel
with produce, and with Edward Yard as first officer
under Capt. Clunn sailed the cargo to Madeira.
After
his return he commanded a vessel sailing from Perth
Amboy for a few voyages, and afterwards from Phila
delphia, during which time he became interested in
trade between this country and San Domingo.
He
was in Hayti when it was sacked and burned by the

negroes. In 1795 he engaged in the East
India trade and sailed for Calcutta, and in 1800 he
was among the first engaged in trade with Canton.
He continued this trade for a few years, then became
interested in shipping until the long embargo, in
1808, when he retired, returned to New Jersey, and
married Abigail, daughter of Col. Joseph Phillips,
of Maidenhead, who died in 1821, leaving three chil
He died
dren, — Edward M., Elizabeth, and Frances.
in Trenton in 1839, aged seventy-nine years. Col.
Joseph Phillips was in the British colonial service,
and was sent to Fort Pitt after its cession by France
He was appointed major
to Great Britain, in 1759.
of the First Battalion in the State of New Jersey,
commanded by Col. Johnson, who was killed in the
battle of Long Island. Upon the military organiza
tion of the State of New Jersey, Maj. Phillips was
appointed colonel of the First Regiment of Hunter
don County, which was in service during the entire
He died and was buried in the village of
war.
insurgent

Lawrence),
leaving two sonsJoseph and AVilliam— and several daughters. Joseph

Maidenhead

(now

He was born in Mercer County, Nov. 24,
and educated principally in the academy at
under the well-known teacher Rev.
Lawrenceville,
Isaac B. Brown.
On Nov. 1, 1827, in the eighteenth
1809,

the latter country, and also served in the navy during
the late civil war of 1861-65.
Having risen through the various gradations of
office to commander in 1866, he retired from the navy
after having been in continuous service for a period

of nearly thirty-nine years, and lives retired in the
He married in 1852 Miss Josephine
city of Trenton.
died'
the following
Ormsby, of Pittsburgh, Pa., who
year, leaving an only child, Josephine Yard.
Members of the Yard family took part in the
French aud Indian war and that of the Revolution,
were patriotic and loyal, and their names will be
found enrolled in the list of soldiers in those wars
and among the founders of many of the early re
ligious and educational institutions of Trenton.

HON. WILLIAM

S.

YARD.

Benjamin

Yard, one of the five sons of William
Yard, the progenitor here, who are mentioned in the
in the preceding article, is great
deed of partition
grandfather of our subject, and was a gunsmith in
Trenton upon the breaking out of the war of 1776, as
the following receipt signed by him will show :
" Rec'd Trenton, July

4, 1776, of Abram Hunt, one
for the county of Hunterdon,
Aug. 19th,
fifty-one pounds for twelve muskets.
Rec'd fifty-four pounds thirteen shillings and six
pence for fourteen muskets. 21st Aug. Rec'd seventy-

of the commissioners

four pounds seven shillings and six pence for nine
teen muskets, and July 15, 1777, Rec'd one pound and
fourteen shillings for seventeen scabbards delivered
last summer.

" Benj.

Yard."

The above document was found among the State
papers at the capital, and presented to the subject of
this sketch by the present Adjt.-Gen. William S.
Stryker.
One of Benjamin Yard*s nephews, Thomas, was
first lieutenant of the Second Battalion in the fruit
less attempt to take Quebec by Montgomery
and
Arnold, returned safely, and served through the war.
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In

one of his letters, dated Camp Quebec, March
to his brother Isaac, of Trenton, he says,
after referring to his hardships on account of small
pox and extreme cold : " We have two batteries, which

30,

1776,

will

be opened on the 2d

surrender
then

thee will

if they don't
begin the storm,

of April, and

before the 14th we shall

Dear
the matter goes.
am in good spirits, but how it

hear how

I

brothers and friends,
will be in the storm can't tell, but with the blessing
of God will fight a good fight and gain all the honor

I

possible

I

I

can for brothers, friends, and the flower of
nativity."
the world, dear Trenton, the place of my
Nahor, son of Benjamin, was a merchant in Trenton,
married Elizabeth Biggs, March 23, 1787, and died
Sept. 18, 1791, leaving one son, Joseph, and two
daughters, Ann and Sarah.
Joseph, born March 17,
1788, was a compositor for many years in the office of
the True American in Trenton, then edited by James
AVilson.
He was a babe in the arms of his nurse
when Washington passed through Trenton on his way

J.

from Mount Vernon to New York to be inaugurated
as the first President of the Republic.
The occasion
to which we refer was when the young ladies of Tren
ton strewed his way with flowers on the scene of his
victories, and of which there is graceful acknowledg
ment from the pen of Gen. Washington.
the war of 1812 he joined the Jersey Blues, under
the command of Capt. James AVilson, at that time

In

editor of the True American.
This was the first
company that went from Trenton.
There were three
companies, and before he passed away he remarked
that he only knew of one man living beside himself
that had been in the Jersey Blues of 1812.
He was a plain, unpretending man, of warm heart
and upright sentiments.
His great age and knowl

of Trenton, where he had spent his life, made
him quite an authority on the early history of the
place and the families that used to reside here. It
was pleasant to hear him tell of old times, which in
the memory of a young nation seem so long ago, and
edge

was it to him to see his children so well estab
lished in the place of his birth, around which the
sweet

affections of his heart were entwined.
He married June 4, 1815, Elizabeth Brinley, of Mon
mouth County, a daughter of Jacob Brin ley, who served
in Capt. AValton's troop light dragoons, in the Revolu

tionary war, who was born Oct. 2, 1791, and survives
in 1882, well preserved in body and mind. He died
Feb. 3, 1872.
Their children are Nahor B., born
March 12, 1816, of Galveston, Texas; Jacob S., born
July 24, 1818, resided in Trenton, and died in 1859;
Joseph B., born July 27, 1821, of Trenton
; William
2,"
Stephenson, born Nov.
1823; Herbert Furman,
born April 3, 1826, died at the age of thirty; George
Holt, born April 23, 1829, a mechanic in Trenton;
and Jane Elizabeth, born Aug. 4, 1831, died at the
age of eighteen.
William Stephenson Yard, son of
Joseph and Elizabeth Yard, received the usual ad
vantages of the common school during his
boyhood,

but at the age of fourteen started out in life for him
Evans'
self, and for three years was a clerk in Evan
grocery-store in Trenton.
years
following
For four
he was an apprentice to the blacksmith's trade, and
for twelve years afterwards he carried on in Trenton
blacksmithing,

carriage-making,

and the manufacture

of iron railing, which business has been continued
since by his brother, Joseph B. Yard.
In 1857 he
was elected superintendent of the public schools of
Trenton, and did efficient and acknowledged merited
services as a member of the school board, as trustee
and superintendent for seventeen years. At the age
of eighteen he identified himself with the Greene
Street Methodist Episcopal Church as a member, and
has been a class-leader in that church since 1847, a
period of thirty-five years, for nine years as superin
tendent of the Sunday-school, and some twenty-five
years as superintendent of the Bible-class department,

where he still officiates.
His untiring zeal and abil
ity as a teacher have frequently been duly recognized
by the school. He is the oldest surviving vice-presi
dent of the Mercer County Bible Society.
In the fall of 1860, Mr. Yard was elected on the
Democratic ticket from the Second District of Tren
ton to the lower branch of the State Legislature,
and served one term, where he officiated as chairman
of the Committee on Education. He was again a
member of the Legislature in 1877.
In 1865 he was
appointed judge of the Court of Common Pleas for
Mercer County, and served five years, and, by re
appointment in 1878 by Governor McClellan, he is
the present incumbent of that office. In 1872, Judge
Yard was made president of the Ocean Beach Asso

of which he was one of the incorporators.
He married, March 27, 1845, Mary M., daughter of
Samuel and Julia Hamilton, of Lancaster, Pa., who
was born June 30, 1826.
Their children are Mary
E., widow of James H. Clark, late proprietor of
Clark's Exchange, Trenton, who died June 6, 1882;
Caroline N., wife of Rev. I. V. AV. Schenck, a Pres
byterian clergyman of Philadelphia; William H,
teller in the Trenton Savings-Bank; Jennie F., wife
of Rev. Albert Mann, of the Methodist Philadelphia
Conference ; and George B. Yard, a civil engineer at
Roanoke, in the Shenandoah Valley, Virginia.
ciation,

HON. CHARLES PERRIN

SMITH.

Charles Perrin Smith, the subject of this sketch,
has been a resident of Trenton for a quarter of a cen
tury.
He was elected to represent Salem County in
the State Senate, and at the expiration of his term
appointed clerk of New Jersey Supreme Court, occu
pying that position during three terms of five years
each. His father, George Wishart Smith, of Vircinia
married Hannah Carpenter Ellet, of Salem County
N. J. At the period of his marriage he was a resident
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of Talbot County, Md., but subsequently removed to
Philadelphia, where his demise shortly occurred. It
was during the temporary residence in Philadelphia
that the subject of this sketch was born.
His mother
returned to Salem, where she continued to reside until
the close of life.
Mr. Smith's paternal branch descends from the
founders of the commonwealth of Virginia.
They
intermarried with the Calverts, Singletons, Moseleys,
Dudleys, Hancocks, Lands, Scantlings, Perrins, AVisharts, and other prominent families.
George AVishart Smith was the son of Perrin
Smith and Margaret Wishart.
His grandparents

were Charles Smith and Margaret Perrin. The origin
of the Perrins of Virginia is associated with the
Huguenot colony of that State.
Samuel, eldest

of Gen. George AArashington,
married the
widow of a Virginia Perrin.
The AVisharts were early in the colony. Margaret

brother

Wishart's brother Thomas lost his life in the army
of the Revolution, and another brother, George, was
captured by the enemy and never returned.
Perrin
Smith suffered greatly in the destruction of property
by the conflagration of Norfolk, the despoiling of his
plantation, and the carrying away of his negroes by
the British and refugees. George AVishart Smith was
an officer in the Maryland line during the war of
1812-15, and actively engaged in resisting the enemy
on the shores of the Chesapeake Bay and their ad
vance upon Baltimore.
He look part at the head of

his command in the repulse of the enemy at St.
Michael's, by which action that part of the State was
relieved from further invasion.
Hannah Carpenter Ellet, mother of the subject of
this sketch, on her paternal side was a direct descend

ant of Governor Thomas Lloyd and Samuel Car
penter, two of Penn's most distinguished coadjutors
" Lloyd and Carpenter
and intimate friends (vide
Lineage,"
AVatson's Annals, Proud's History, etc.).
The former was the first President of Council and
for about nine years, or as long as he would
serve; and the latter Treasurer of the province, mem
ber of Council, and first shipping merchant of Phil
" The name of Samuel
adelphia.
Watson says,
Governor

Carpenter is connected with everything of a public
have
nature in the early annals of Pennsylvania;
seen his name at every turn in searching the records.
He was the Stephen Girard of his day in wealth,
and the AVilliam Sansom in the improvements he
suggested and the edifices which he built.
He
was one of the greatest improvers and builders in

I

...

Philadelphia, and after William Penn the wealthiest
man in the

province."

Governor Thomas

Lloyd was an eminent member

of the Society of Friends, who -left AValcs on account
of religious persecution, and, with his family, joined
He was
Penn in the colonization of Pennsylvania.
possessed
of very superior attainments, and enjoyed
the advantages of collegiate education at Oxford
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University. His mother was Elizabeth Stanley, of the
Stanley-Derby family ; and his father,
Charles Lloyd, of Dolobran, a descendant of Aleth,
Prince of Dyfed, and the long line of British princes,
whose records, yet extant, on the column of Eliseg,
date back to the middle of the sixth century (vide
Burke's Genealogy, Powysland Historical Collection,
etc.). Their alliance with Norman Earls, the Lords
De Charletons and Powys, was through Sir Roger
Kynaston, knight, and his wife, Lady Elizabeth Grey ;
and with Humphrey Plantagenet, Duke of Gloucester,
through his daughter Antigone, wife of Sir Henry
Grey, Earl of Tankerville and Powys, and mother
The Lloyds were also
of Lady Elizabeth Kynaston.
distinguished

descended through

the Greys, De Charletons,

and

Hollands Dukes of Kent, from Margaret, daughter
of Philip Le Hardie, King of France, and queen of
Their genealogy, as pre
Edward I. of England.
sented in the Kynaston (Hardwick) pedigree, Mont
gomeryshire Historical Collection,
etc. (transferred
to the Lloyd and Carpenter Lineage), seems com
plete as it is unchallenged.
The Lloyd of Dolobran
displays
of
fifteen quarterings, im
shield
arms (1650)
paling the Stanley arms of six quarterings (vide au
Collection,"
totype copy in " Powysland
vol. ix. page
The annals of the race abound with references
339).
to Crusaders, knights banneret, the battle-fields of
Agincourt, Poictiers, Crecy, and many other events
illustrating the most brilliant chapters of English
history.
Governor Thomas Lloyd's daughter Rachel mar
ried Samuel Preston, of Maryland, but who was mayor
of Philadelphia in 1711. Their daughter Hannah mar
ried Samuel, eldest son of Samuel Carpenter, Penn's
coadjutor.
Thence through the Ellets, recently of
engineering and ram-fleet fame, to Hannah Carpenter
Ellet, mother of the subject of this sketch.
Hannah Carpenter Ellet's maternal branch de
scends from John Smith, Fenwick's colleague in the'
settlement of West Jersey, a man of large posses
sions. He is said to have also been one of Fenwick's
executors. Thus the family is historically descended
from the founders of three American States, Virginia,
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. With this prelimi
nary reference to its origin, we will proceed to give a
summary of the life of one of its descendants.
The subject of this sketch removed to Salem, N. J.,
at an early age, where he became thoroughly identi
fied with the community.
The considerable means
were placed by the executor in the Bank of
Maryland at Baltimore, and in the course of a few
days lost by the total failure of that institution.
The
tenor of his life was thereby changed, and he was
inherited

thrown upon his own exertions for a livelihood.
Dur
ing his minority he enjoyed the social and educational
advantagesof the community ; he accustomed himself
to writing for the press, and was officially connected
with the Lyceum, at that period scarcely inferior to
any institution

of the kind in the State.

AVhatever,
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under Providence,
he subsequently achieved was
through indomitable zeal and self-reliance, prompted
Upon attain
by conscientious appreciation of duty.

ing his majority he became editor and proprietor of
the National Standard, and also soon afterwards of the
Through industry and perseverance,
Harrisonian.
without

either

financial

achieved success, and
upon his establishment.
enthusiasm
campaign.

or editorial assistance, he
liquidated the incumbrance

He fully participated

in the

and duties of the Harrison Presidential

Among other measures he earnestly ad
vocated the policy of encouraging manufactures in
Salem, the erection of the lunatic asylum at Trenton,
the abolition of imprisonment
for debt, the more
thorough establishment of common schools, and fur
nishing of relief and employment to the poor. He
availed himself of every occasion to inculcate prin
ciples of temperance and morality.
He was origin
ator and president of the Whig Association of Salem,
took a prominent part in organizing the Salem Insur
ance Company, and also the Building Association (of
each of which he became a director), and the first to
advocate the formation of the County Agricultural
His almost
Society, of which he was the secretary.
unanimous election as member of the board of free
holders, and appointment, as director, in a Democratic
He was
city, was deemed no ordinary compliment.
captain of the National Guards, at the time the only
military organization south of Trenton, and also
judge-advocate of the Salem Brigade.
At the period

of the famine in Ireland he recommended the estab
lishment of an efficient relief committee, and fully
identified himself with all efforts in achieving sub
stantial results. During the war with Mexico he ad
vocated furnishing troops and supplies to conquer an
early and honorable peace.
In 1843 he was united in marriage with Hester A.,
daughter of Matthew Driver, Esq., of Caroline County,
"Md. 'In 1844 the editor of the Standard was con
fronted by a formidable opposition, upon which was
conferred all the ipfficial patronage of the county, but
it had the effect ordeveloping additional energies, and
eventually extending the influence and prosperity of
his journal. His advocacy of political principles was
enthusiastic ; the county which had previously been
regarded as very doubtful became reliable, and for
seven years followed the lead of the Standard.
The
editor was ever desirous of moderation, but he de
clined no challenge, and when necessary his blows
were trenchant and effectual. He served on the
AVhig county committee, for about eleven years, and
whenever important or difficult work was to be accom
plished he hesitated not to assume the burden and
responsibility, let who might hold back.
Many acts
indicative of zeal and energy might be adduced, but
lack of space forbids.
AVhen an alleged alliance be
tween .the Democrats and managers of the leading
railroad corporation
the nomination

of the State became apparent by
of John R. Thomson for Governor,

the Standard was the first to sound a general alarm,
and seconded by th e Whig press, a furor of opposition
was raised, which resulted not only in Mr. Thomson's
defeat, but in placing every branch of the State gov
ernment in the hands of the Whig party.
Never was
there a victory more complete.
It was during an annual visit to the sea-shore, in
1847, that he gathered a large amount of valuable
information
in reference to the then exceedingly
condition of the so-called life-saving ser
vice. It was dependent upon volunteer boat crews,
imperfect apparatus, and widely-scattered
stations.
Mr. Smith's statements, based upon facts thus directly
obtained from practical surfmen, were published in
inefficient

New Jersey, Philadelphia, and elsewhere, and there
are reasonable grounds for the opinion that the re
newed interest and favorable action of Congress,
which soon afterwards followed, was measurably pro
moted through this agency.
He also, the same year
(1847), wrote and published articles in favor of the

of a railroad from Salem to Philadelphia.
Accepting the advice of personal and political

construction

friends, he permitted his name to be presented to the
of 1848 in connection with
the nomination
to the surrogacy.
He was unex

Whig county convention

pectedly and strongly, but unsuccessfully, opposed in
convention by the influential chairman of the Whig
county committee, who was himself the only other
candidate for the nomination.
This opposition was
carried into the canvass, and greatly aided the Demo
candidate* Thus in the usually closely con
tested county, and the total absence of party means
and appliances, the threats and predictions of the
cratic

chairman of the committee and his especial party
allies were but too well founded.
Notwithstanding
these discouragements the candidate performed his
duty.
He was defeated by an exceedingly
small majority, " with his back to the rock and his
face to the foe."
It was generally admitted that he
suffered neither in influence or reputation.
The vote
cast for him was, with but two exceptions, the largest
entire

ever before cast for any candidate in the county.
In 1851 he retired from the editorial profession, but
his interest and exertions to forward public measures

were in no manner abated. About this time he made
a tour of some six thousand miles through the West
and Northwest, of which he published a graphic ac
count, replete with statistics and other valuable in

It was at the period of organizing the
formation.
Territorial government of Minnesota, under Governor
Ramsey, when the Indians were aggressive, and evi
dences of civilization beyond St. Paul very few. At
the First District Convention of 1852 he was urged

to accept the nomination for Congress, and notwith
standing the fact that he was not nor could not be a
candidate, Salem County cast for him all of her votes.
Still further impressed with the importance and
feasibility of developing the resources of West Jersey
by the construction of a railroad, he resumed his ad-
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vocacy of the measure by writing and publishing a
series of carefully prepared articles.
These he fol
lowed by calling a public meeting entirely upon his
own responsibility. It required great effort to command

He was secretary of the meeting, and also
of a committee charged with the duty of
holding meetings in other counties of the district.
He continued to publish articles in advocacy of the
measure. At one of the subsequent meetings, before

success.

chairman

invitations had been issued for stock subscriptions,
the Camden and Amboy Railroad Company, through
its agents, assumed charge of the enterprise.
Under
their auspices followed not only the divergement of
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Upon the meeting of the Legislature, Mr. Smith,
Opposition"
at the request of the "
caucus, repaired

"
to the Native American" conference, and after many
hours' exertion
retired, accompanied by a member of
Assembly from Cumberland and another from Salem,
thus affording the Opposition the requisite majority to
elect Mr. Parry Speaker, and secure all the other offi
cials of Assembly.
This was the senator's first service
in Trenton.
He hesitated not to risk his status in
the party as the only means of securing for it a sub
stantial triumph.
In the Senate he was assigned po
sitions on the educational
accounts.

committee

and treasurer's

As there was no comptroller, his duties in

the route without regard to the interests of Salem, — a
divergement which left that city far in the rear of
other towns, — but a clear and successful effort to use
the influence thus acquired for ulterior purposes.
It

the treasury were arduous and responsible.
It was
measurably through his influence as a member of the
educational committee that, the bill to establish the
State Normal School was reported and passed. At

was generally understood that such of the members
of the subsequent Legislature who aided in forwarding
those purposes by their votes would be rewarded by
re-election.
Accordingly, Senator Wallace was re
nominated by the Democrats of Salem County ; the

the ensuing session his services were equally efficient
in saving the measure from repeal. Among his most
important bills were those against bribery at elec
tions, and providing employment for the poor. He

Temperance

Line

party,

fanned

nominated

unusual activity,
and practiced public

into

a wealthy merchant
speaker, and the subject of this sketch (who had been
vigorously proscribed by railroad influence, and for
a long period withstood

the assaults of six compliant
newspapers), was unanimously
nominated by the
AVhigs and National Americans on the first ballot.
He had no.aspirations ibr the position, but was willing
to join issue against these formidable odds to test pub

the construction of the "Airnot in opposition to any other cor
poration, but as necessary to the development of the
interior of the State. The measure had been sanc
tioned by the Assembly, and after much opposition
earnestly

advocated

Railroad,"

obtained a footing in the Senate. AVhen the time for
final action arrived the Senate chamber was densely
crowded by officials and attaches of the joint com

lic sentiment.

panies; the Assembly was nearly deserted, and the
Speaker upon invitation took his seat at the side of
the president of the Senate. There were but three

ences,

avowed

Besides the above-mentioned influ
he had to contend with the opposition of AVhig
railroad adherents and the so-called " Native Amer
icans,"
who ineffectually opposed his nomination in
convention.

The AVhig County Committee was also

so greatly influenced

by railroad interests that they
either rendered the organization inoperative or ag
gressive. The election followed, and victory won !
Against the Whig senatorial candidate broke the full
force of the tempest. The vote of the Democratic

His ma
city of Salem was particularly gratifying.
jority there was twice as large as ever before cast for any
under any circumstances.
candidate
The "History of
Railroad" (Camden, 1868), of a semi
the West Jersey
official character, while seemingly willing to ignore
" Mr. Charles P. Smith, exoutside influences, states,
editor of the Standard, took a very active part in the

incipient movements, acting as secretary of the first
meeting,"
Again, " the series of articles calling
etc.
attention to the subject were written by Mr. Charles
P. Smith." . . . "Mr. Smith also called the meeting
responsibility."
Also, " Mr. Charles P.
on his own
Smith, when senator, gave the matter (the Salem
personal attention, and his name appears
branch) his corporators."
[After the lapse of many
as one of the

it has at length been found necessary to adopt
very nearly the same route contemplated by the ori
ginal friends of the road.]
years,

friends of the measure among the senators,
and it became necessary for the senator from Salem to
advocate the bill. Senator Franklin was selected to
reply, but after a few sentences he advanced across the

chamber, and taking the senator from Salem by the
hand, complimented him on the success of his effort.
The vote stood nine for the bill, lacking but two of a
majority.
In this contest the inexperienced senator
from Salem was combated for many weeks by not only
the personal efforts of the railroad managers and at
torneys, but all other influences and appliances usual
on such occasions.
He was without any extraneous
assistance, and not even acquainted with the corpora
tors named in the bill.
The senator from Salem declined following the lead
of special bank agents, having twenty-one applica

in charge, but discriminated in
favor of localities where banks were unquestionably
required.
He was chairman of a committee to inves
tigate charges of bribery, and he introduced and se
cured the passage of a bill to equalize the price of
public printing with that paid throughout the State.
tions for recharters

Another of his measures was the enactment of the
charter of the Salem Branch of the West Jersey Rail

road, the only route then permitted by the controll
ing influences of the Legislature.
He introduced
resolutions and was chairman of a joint committee to
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ascertain and recommend measures for the better pro
tection of life and property on the coast, and opened
correspondence with the Governors of the sea-board
States to secure their influence with the general gov

He also collected an additional amount of
in regard to the requirements of the ser
vice from practical men residing near their coast.
This he embodied in a report, including full consid
eration of the subject of erecting a breakwater on
The
Crow Shoal, near the mouth of Delaware Bay.
report was published in Washington and elsewhere,
and attracted the attention of government.
Most of
ernment.

information

the suggestions were subsequently adopted.
As somewhat indicative of influence and industry.

bellion, and involved a degree of labor and responsi
bility which few were willing to share.

In 1859 a meeting was called at New Brunswick
by the "Native Americans" to select time and place
for nominating an independent gubernatorial candi
date.

This meant the defeat of Governor Olden and
of the Democratic candidate. Mr. Smith

election

determined, against strong protestations, to attend
and influence the action of this convention.
He
planned the movement, summoned his friends, re
paired to New Brunswick, and after a vigorous and
exciting contest adjourned to Trenton, where they

it

finally succeeded in securing the indorsement of Mr.
" Opposition" candidate.
A portion of
Olden, the
"
Americans"
the
reassembled and nominated Peter

himself.
He was also instrumental in securing the
passage of measures introduced by others. Among
the subjects in reference to which he addressed the

I. Clark, who, in reply to a letter addressed to him
by Mr. Smith, gave his unqualified adhesion to Mr.
Governor Olden was elected, and became the
Olden.
war Governor of New Jersey. Defeat in preliminary
measures would have brought Mr. Smith's political

may be stated that during his senatorial term he
secured the enactment of twenty-one laws, besides the
adoption of various resolutions, all introduced by

Senate were the frequent exercise of the veto, bribery
at elections, the Air-Line Railroad, the popular refer
ence temperance bill, the printing bill, a bill to protect
traders against absconding shipmasters, and the in
discriminate chartering of banks.
His remarks were
generally published throughout the State.

In 1856 he was appointed a member of the National
American State Committee. The same year, as a dele
gate to the " Fusion State Convention" and a member
of the committee to select permanent officers, he nom

inated and, against determined opposition, succeeded
in reporting Hon. AVilliam L. Dayton as president of
the convention.
Mr. Dayton's decidedly Republican
speech on taking the chair first turned the attention
of the Republican party to him as an available can
and he was soon
didate for the VicS-Presidency,
afterwards nominated.
In the course of the legislative session of 1857,
Governor Newell nominated Hon. AVilliam L. Dayton
for the position of attorney-general, and the subject of
this sketch as clerk of the Supreme Court, — the
former as a Republican, and the latter as a Whig and
National American.
He removed to Trenton in 1857,
where the oath of office was administered by Chief
Justice Henry AV. Green.
This terminated Mr.
Smith's senatorial duties.
His record indicates that
his consistency and integrity of purpose were fully
and it is scarcely necessary to say that
maintained;
during the remarkable period he was not overawed
by threats or swerved by favors.
In 1859, Mr. Smith was appointed a member of the
"Opposition"
State Executive Committee.
His col
leagues were Richard S. Field, Jacob W. Miller, John

P. Jackson, George S. Green, Andrew K. Hay, Bar
ker Gummere, and Edward K. Rogers. He was suc
cessively reappointed (with the exception of one year
when he declined) for ten years, most of the time fill
ing the position of chairman of the committee. The
term included the entire period of the war of the Re

career to a close ; and New Jersey might have proved
anything but loyal in the great emergency which so
soon followed.
The State Gazette at that time did not
hesitate to acknowledge the obligation the Opposition
party of the State was under to Mr. Smith and his
colleagues, who had achieved this important service.
Prior to the assembling of the Chicago Convention

in 1860 there was a determined effort made in New
Jersey to obtain delegates in favor of AVilliam H.
Seward for the Presidency.
Mr. Smith, deeming it
impossible to attain success with this candidate, con
ceived the plan of influencing the State Convention

in favor of Mr. Dayton, and thus holding the vote of
the State until it could be made available in behalf
of some other candidate. He submitted the plan to
Mr. Thomas H. Dudley, who agreed to co-operate,
and it was successfully carried out. Had it not been
for this incipient movement in New Jersey, and its
heroic consummation by Mr. Dudley at Chicago, Mr.
Seward

would certainly have been nominated, and
almost as certainly defeated.
President
Lincoln
recognized New Jersey's services by nominating Mr.
Dayton as Minister to France, and Mr. Dudley as

consul at Liverpool.

All the details of this matter
have hitherto been published, and their correctness in
every respect is unimpeached.

Governor Newell's administration
was confronted
by a hostile Senate, who refused to confirm his sev
eral nominations for the position of chancellor, and
for a year the State was without an official of that
description.
Mr. Smith, on his own responsibility,
suggested the name of Chief Justice Green for the
position, obtained his assent, and paved, the way for
confirmation through his intimacy with Mr. Herring,
president of the Senate. At the ensuing session joint
resolutions amendatory of the Constitution, providing
for the abolition of the Court of Chancery, the elec
tion of the judiciary and State officials by the people,
and possibly other radical changes, were not only
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sanctioned by the Senate, but reached the third read
The defeat of this measure
ing in the Assembly.
was brought about through Mr. Smith's tact and en
ergy after all others had abandoned opposition as
He also initiated the proceedings, and as
futile.
sisted very fully iu carrying out the details, which re
sulted not only in the discomfiture

of the "Native
American" factionists of the First District, but in
a Union
securing for Mr. Lincoln's administration
representative in Congress.
Mr. Smith's duty at the outbreak of the Rebellion
He was an ardent friend of the
was clearly defined.
Union from the first, offering resolutions in the City
Hall meetings as early as January, 1861, calling upon
the government to vindicate its authority and adopt
stringent measures to save the Union. He employed
his entire personal and official influence in encour

aging the wavering, calling public meetings, and ap
pealing to the patriotism of the people through the
medium of the press.
When Mr. Lincoln paused at
Trenton on his way to be inaugurated in AVashing
ton, Mr. Smith was selected to take charge of the
official delegation from Philadelphia, and he other
wise fully participated in the ceremonies at the State
capital.
On the 16th of April, 1861, Mr. Smith formally
addressed a letter to Governor Olden, earnestly prof
fering his services to the State and nation for any
duty whereby they could best be rendered available.
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ington while the enemy were crossing the Potomac
above that city, and rumors of burning bridges and
cavalry raids were rife along the route, and he disre
garded warnings to leave Washington
while there
was yet time until he had faithfully performed his
duty.

His

visits to the AVar Department

were emi

nently successful, and on one occasion, as informed,
he saved for the State seventy-five thousand dollars
through tact and energy in obtaining interviews with
the Secretary of AVar at critical and seemingly im
possible periods.
These journeys were generally
dernier ressorts, and were always successful. Governor
Olden, in expressing his acknowledgments, emphat
ically remarked, " You have performed for the State
important service, and relieved my mind of great
anxiety;"
and again he was characterized in the
Executive Department as one who never failed.
Among other services he was instrumental, at the
request of the Governor, in retaining
Hexamer's
famous battery in the service of the State after it had
resolved, and was already striking tents, to take ser

vice in New York. A very brief delay, and the heroic
record of this battery would not now form one of the
most brilliant chapters in the military history of the
State.
Mr. Smith was a member of an important com
mittee of the great Sanitary Fair in Philadelphia, a
member of the Camden Auxiliary Sanitary Commit
tee, and, under appointment, organizer of the Trenton

The Governor accepted his offer, and promised em
ployment.
It having transpired that Fort Dela
ware was liable to be captured by disloyalists, Mr.
Smith was dispatched to Philadelphia to take such

branch of the New Jersey Sanitary Commission.
As
of Governor Olden's confidence, he in
indicative
trusted to him the nomination of officers for one of
the best regiments raised in AVest Jersey, and he

action in arousing the authorities as he might deem
necessary. Through his representations, based on
information of a reliable nature transmitted to him,
the fort was garrisoned by the Commonwealth Ar

named all, save chaplain and surgeon, from colonel
to quartermaster's sergeant. His recommendations
for other regiments were invariably successful, and

tillery and the danger averted. He also procured
tents for the unsheltered regiments through Gen.
Patterson, and medical and surgical supplies through
Gen. Wool. The following service was referred to
in his annual report: Mr.
by the adjutant-general
Smith was hastily dispatched to New York, and
circumstances procured nearly
under extraordinary
twenty-five thousand rounds of musket ball cartridges
and one hundred thousand percussion-caps for the
four regiments already en route for the seat of war,

and placed it on board the flotilla at midnight during
the prevalence of a severe storm. The ammunition,
transportation, etc., were only obtained through most

persistent efforts, and solely upon his personal responsi
bility, at a period when neither the New York authori
ties or railroad companies would extend credit to the
State. He was frequently dispatched to New York,
Philadelphia, aud Washington on important missions,
enemy's
passing down the Potomac in front of the
camps
in
and, in
Virginia,
our
visiting
batteries,
everywhere and doing everything
brief, proceeding
required
He made a midnight trip to AVashhim.

of
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not a few of our gallant officers were indebted to him
for substantial favors. In addition to his official and
political duties, he accepted command of the Trenton
corps raised at the State
a well-disciplined
for any emergency.
It was at that time the
only organization of the kind in the State, and it is
scarcely necessary to add that the members were not
only highly patriotic, but in full accord with Gov

Artillery,
capital

ernor

Olden's

administration.

Joshua Jones, he organized
Trenton, and his efforts to
His name is the first on the
members, and at times he
position.
Mr. Smith was

Assisted
the Union

by Mr.
League of

sustain it were unceasing.
roll of about one thousand
filled nearly every official
also vice-president of the

State Loyal League, and frequently for a consider
able period performing executive duties of that im
portant association.
It is unnecessary to refer more

particularly to his services, suffice it to say he re
sponded to every call, and assumed every responsi
They were performed unostenta
bility required.
without the stimulus of promotion, public
recognition, or reward of any kind, save the conscious
ness of patriotic duty ; and it may properly be stated
tiously,

no
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that all the expenses incurred were discharged from
his private means, the State not even having been
asked or expected to furnish traveling commutation.

At

the, darkest period of the war, when the most con
fident doubted a favorable result, prompted alone by

patriotic motives, he invested all of his available
means in government funds.
In 1862, Governor Olden renominated Mr. Smith, as
a Union man, to the position of clerk of the Supreme
Court, assuring him he had entertained no other pur
pose from the first.

The close of the Rebellion found the Union party
in greatly improved condition, not only on account
of the return of the soldiers, but the 'eclat ever at
tendant upon success. Mr. Smith originated the plan,
and carried it fully into effect, of collecting the names
and address of eight thousand doubtful voters, to each
of whom he personally addressed, through the mail,
most patriotic appeals.
He also effected a perfect
organization of the party by the selection of an ap
proved committee in every ward and township of the
State. At the ensuing gubernatorial convention Mar
cus L. Ward was nominated against great opposition.
During the canvass the chairman of the State Com
mittee, in the performance of undoubted duty, found

it

necessary to assume

a

position

which,

however

prejudicial it may have been to his personal interests,
unquestionably insured Mr. AVard's election and saved
the party, whereupon those who had failed to co
operate with him demanded his supersedure as clerk
of the Supreme Court. The gage thus cast down by
what had become a powerful official oligarchy, was

taken up without a moment's hesitation. AVhether it
was the unusual spectacle of an individual contend
ing single-handed against the combined official in
fluence of the State, or from whatever cause, it soon
transpired that the mass of the Union party and the
legal profession, whom he had so long served, were
In due time his
unmistakably in accord with him.
testimonials
were forwarded to Governor
Ward.

They embraced (with but three exceptions) the unani
mous recommendation by counties of the Bar of the
State, irrespective of party affiliation, the unanimous
recommendation of the Union editors of the State,
the cordial recommendation of the bankers, manu
facturers, merchants, and citizens of Trenton ; also
of the Senators and Members of Assembly of the
First Congressional District and the county of Mer
cer, the most prominent Union men and officials of
various counties, and of every township of Salem
County en masse ; the unanimous recommendations of
the Justices of the Supreme Court and Judges of the
Court of Errors, of the State and City Union Leagues,
the Union State Executive Committees, etc. Included
in the testimonials were those of the Chief Justice,
Chancellor, and two ex-Chancellors, six ex-Governors
and three prospective Governors, ex-United States
Senators, and, in brief, every possible influence save

iliat which had combined

to effect

his supersedure.

These testimonials substantially bound are cherished
with honest pride as a diploma for the faithful per
formance of responsible duties, and far more accept

able than the retention of any official or political
position.
They are remarkable for containing the
autographs of nearly every member of
entire judiciary, and every Union editor
at an exceedingly interesting period of
Their presentation to the Governor was

the bar, the
of the State
her history.
followed

by

a single

and
interview, and that by renomination
unanimous confirmation.
The Republican party now
had control of every branch of the State government.

It was emphatically

at the zenith of power, and under
ordinary circumstances the supremacy might have
been indefinitely prolonged.
The chairman of the
State Executive Committee, after repeated and dis
heartening efforts to discharge his duty to regular
gubernatorial
and congressional candidates, against
not only entire lack of co-operation, but positive ob
struction on the part of those who assumed to control

the influence while they avoided the responsibilities
of the party, repeatedly but ineffectually tendered
his resignation.
In no manner is he to be held re
sponsible for the disasters which subsequently ensued.
Among other duties discharged by him was that of
taking charge of and entertaining Secretary of State
Seward, Private Secretary Lincoln, and others of the
government committee on the occasion of the recep
tion of Minister Dayton's remains on their arrival
from Europe.

Mr. Smith was appointed and took charge of the
ceremonies incident to entertaining and escorting the
delegation of loyal Southerners through New Jersey;
and in 1865 he was chairman of two important com
mittees to receive and entertain the returning soldiers
at a grand banquet in Trenton.
He also, through

the medium of the press, and a public meeting, en
tirely on his own responsibility, broke the Republican
legislative caucus, and prevented the annexation of
County to a hopeless Democratic congres
sional district.
To this entirely unselfish act the
Republicans are indebted for subsequent success in
the Second District. Immediately after the disas
Mercer

trous election of November, 1867, Mr. Smith assumed
the responsibility (although not that year a member
of the committee) of inaugurating a movement in

favor of the nomination of Gen. Grant for the Presi
dency.
The object was to re-establish confidence in
the thoroughly demoralized party.
The movement

met with considerable opposition, and was denounced
by correspondents of the New York press.
Mr.

Smith struggled against all obstacles, performed per
sonally nearly all of the details of duty, and achieved
great success. The Trenton Opera-House was crowded
by an audience of fifteen hundred, and the programme
fully carried out.

Gen. Grant then and there unques
received his first nomination for the Presi
It is unnecessary to follow the subject of this
sketch through a period of subsequent efforts to maintionably
dency.
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tain the success and integrity of the party. His term
of the Supreme Court having expired in
the position (the duties
1872, he gladly relinquished

as clerk

of which

had increased fivefold) to a Democratic
successor, thus yielding to the fate of war, but not to
injustice.
Every department of his intricate and re
sponsible office was left in perfect order.

The passage of the act for compulsory education,
and the last and seemingly impossible vote requisite
to sustain Governor Bedle's veto of a bill involving
the unnecessary expenditure of several millions of
dollars, are due to Mr. Smith's efforts. He was also
appointed to succeed Governor Olden as one of the
Although
commissioners to enlarge the State-House.
the appropriation was exceedingly small, the edifice
was not only substantially constructed, but an unex
pended balance of appropriation returned to the treas
ury.
The commissioners received no compensation,

but were commended by the Governor in his annual
message.
He also participated in the Centennial
celebration in Trenton; the plan, and with incidental
aid, most of the details (except those especially per

taining to the ladies) were entrusted to him. The
affair was regarded as the inost brilliant and success
ful of the kind ever attempted in the State.
Mr. Smith's early editorial training wedded him to
the pen, and in his leisure hours he gladly turns
Besides contributing to the press, he
has achieved literary reputation in this country and
Great Britain. Among flattering recognitions may be

to literature.

mentioned his election as a member of the distin
guished Powysland Historical Society of WTales, cor
responding member of the New England Historic and
Genealogical Society of Boston, and honorary mem
ber of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
Many
of the principal colleges and public libraries solicited
and received copies of his historical, genealogical

and biographical works.
He visited Wales in re
sponse to cordial invitation from the secretary of the
Powysland Society, and was entertained and con
ducted through the most attractive portions of that

He
and historically interesting country.
has been remembered as a friend by the soldiers, who
have made him honorary member of several of their
associations, and decorated him with their badges ; and
beautiful

he was tendered the position of
Of late he has offici
aide-de-camp by the Governor.
ated as foreman of the United States grand jury.
Since retiring from office he has twice made extensive
tours through the most interesting portions of Europe
(of which he published accounts), and also various
on personal grounds

journeys in his own country and Canada. He has
ever been fond of aquatic life, and on board his yacht

bays
cruised ten summers through the sounds and
becoming
thereby
coast,
Atlantic
the
and along
familiar with the sea in all its phases. Mr. Smith

part
is domestic in his habits, of late rarely taking
duty.
impelled
of
sense
public
by
unless
affairs
in
His fondness for art has induced him to decorate his
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home with many specimens, and an extensive library
affords a resource of pleasure he is loath to relinquish.
He has long been a member of the Protestant Epis
copal Church, and for some years past a delegate to
Convention.
That he is an attentive
years' political
observer of events his history of forty
experience abundantly proves. It is from this his
tory we are enabled to condense the merest summary
of an earnest life.

the Diocesan

WILLIAM

YOUNG.

Young was born at Longnor, county of
Staffordshire, England, on the 5th of December, 1801.
His youth was spent in farming, and at the age of
AVilliam

twenty-one he was apprenticed

to a potter's printer.

Having applied himself steadily and conscientiously
during his apprenticeship, he became foreman of the
printing department in John Ridgeway's, Cauldonplace, Shelton, Staffordshire potteries, which position
he held until 1842, when, his health failing, he set
sail for America.
He remained in America until
October of that year, when he returned to England
with the firm intention of returning the following
spring.
His wife, however, strongly opposed this
movement, and he. consented to stay at home and
pursue his business till such time as his plans could
Here he began the manufacture of yel
be realized.
low ware, and prospering in this, he entered upon the
production of white earthen and queensware.
His

in this undertaking was so encouraging that
he was induced to form a partnership for the further
extension of the work, known as the firm of Clementson, Young & Jemison. The firm set out with
the brightest prospect of success, but finding it un
years'
profitable, after four
experience, he withdrew.
His desire for America still continuing he set sail,

success

hoping in the new country to retrieve his losses, and
landed in Philadelphia in the spring of 1848.
After spending some time here experimenting he
moved to the Fish House, four miles from Camden,
and Amboy Railroad, where, in the
wilds, they dug the clay, made the brick, and built
the kiln, with the intention of making yellow and
Rockingham ware.
on the Camden

experience, the lack of funds, unand many insur
situation,
mountable difficulties compelled him to abandon the
undertaking.
In the mean time, however, he had been solicited'

After

a varied

healthfulness

of the

by Mr. Charles Fish, of South Amboy, to build a
potter's kiln for Parkes & Moore.
Having construc
ted the kiln to their entire satisfaction, the firm
offered the whole family work, and they removed to
Here he continued his experiments
South Amboy.
on the production of white ware exclusively from

American material.
A little later a better position was offered him as
manager for Mr. Charles Cartilage, a manufacturer of
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door porcelain, etc., and he accepting, they removed
to Greenpoint, L. I.
Being desirous of entering
into this business for himself, he purchased a prop
erty at Astoria, L. I., with this intention.
In the mean time Mr. Charles Hattersley had built
a small pottery, with a kiln six feet in diameter, at
the present site of the City Pottery, corner of Perry
and Carroll Streets, Trenton, N. J. At the solicita
tion of Mr. Hattersley, Mr. Young, in October, 1853,
took a lease on the same for five years, and formed a
of the following persons: AVilliam
copartnership

Young, Sr., Richard Millington, Edward Young,
John Astbury, John Young, and AVilliam Young, Jr.
The business of the firm was prosperous from the
outset, but the firm, preferring to expend their means
on their own property, purchased a piece of land on
the Delaware and Raritan Canal, at the present site
of the AVillits Manufacturing Company, and com
menced operations in the spring of 1857.

In

this new undertaking they added to the manu
facturing of hardware trimmings a general assort
ment of earthen or queensware.

Millington and Astbury withdrew,
and the firm was reorganized, Mr. Young associating
himself with his sons, Edward, John, and William,
the firm-name being William Young & Sons.
In 1870 he retired, leaving the management of the
extensive concern to the junior partners.

In

1858, Messrs.

Mr. John Young having died, his brothers, Edward
and William, purchased the entire concern, and con

tinued the business till February, 1879, when they
disposed of it to the AVillits Manufacturing Company.

After Mr. Young's retirement,
mained the same

till

the firm-name re
his decease, when it became

Wm. Young's Sons.
William Young died July 23, 1871.
Mr. Young was a man of very fine physique

Institute, Philadelphia, a first premium silver medal.
He was also awarded a diploma at the succeeding
exhibition of the same institute for his " general as
sortment of porcelain, cream color, blue-edged, and
dipped wares," the highest prize awarded at the sec
ond exhibition.

At the International Exhibition in 1876 the firm
received a diploma and bronze medal, the highest
" white granite table
award, for their exhibit of
'
wares."
wares, C.

C

AVILLIAM BAKER.
in Lawrence township,
Oct. 24, 1828, on the homestead
where his great-grandfather, Samuel Baker, with a
bachelor brother Timothy, resided and died, and
where his grandfather William and father Timothy
William

Mercer

Baker

Co., N.

J.,

was born

William, the grand
also spent their lives as farmers.
married
Marcia Hendrick
born
May 25, 1778,
father,

son, born May 22, 1778, by whom he had children, —
Timothy, Mary, Charity, Elizabeth, and Sarah A.,
the widow of Stephen Brearley, of Lawrenceville.
Timothy, father of William Baker, born June 4,
His wife, Sarah Reeder,
1799, died Aug. 31, 1835.
born Feb. 25, 1807, died Aug. 4, 1836, and bore him
the following children : AVilliam, subject of this
sketch ; John E., died young ; and Charles R.
AVilliam Baker remained on the homestead until
sixteen years of age, where he spent his time in the
routine of farm labor and attending the school of his
native place. At that age ho became a clerk in a
dry-goods store at Princeton, where he remained for
eight years and became thoroughly conversant with
that business.
He then established a general mer

and
great perseverance was
shown in carrying everything he undertook to a suc
cessful issue in the face of almost insurmountable

cantile business on his own account at that place,
which he continued until 1857, when he removed to
Trenton, and under the firm-name of Baker & Bro
ther carried on a successful dry-goods trade until the

difficulties.
The trials of early potting in this country (un
known at the present time) never daunted him, and
the successes which he afterward achieved in this
line found him as modest and persevering as ever.

death of his brother, Charles R. Baker, in 1878, since
which time he has been in business alone.
Mr. Baker
is one of the leading and largest dry-goods merchants
in Trenton, and has devoted thirty-eight years of his

remarkable

character.

His

In

business matters, especially of a financial char
acter, he was strict and exact. He was a good hus
band, a kind father, was loved by all his acquaint
ances, and honored and respected by his employes.

Mr. Young claimed to be the pioneer manufacturer
of white ware in Trenton, N. J., and perhaps made
the first white earthenware entirely of American
material in this country.
The first production was a
large order of bowls to be used as substitutes for
strawberry boxes. The second firing of these was
done in Speeler & Taylor's pottery, which fact, he
thought, has led to their claim as the first producers.
In 1854 he received for his exhibit of white porce
lain door furniture and hollow-ware at the Franklin

active business life to this one pursuit.
He is a
member of the First Presbyterian Church in Trenton,
and interested in the various enterprises and pros
perity of the city.
His wile, Mary E. Keeler, a

native of New York, whom he married Feb. 9, 1859,
is a daughter of Nathan Keeler, who was a grocery
merchant in Trenton for several years prior to his

decease.
Nathan Keeler's wife was Sarah A. Churnar, whose father was a native of France, and settled
in Monmouth County, N. J.

The only child of AVilliam and Mary E. Baker is
Frank S., in business with his father.
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JOSEPH McPHERSON.
he assisted in the organization of the Greene Street
His father was Joseph McPherson, who resided at Church, and was
member and trustee of that body
an early day at New Hampton, Hunterdon Co., N. J. for more
than twenty years. He was one of the first
He was a shoemaker by trade, and died about 1813.
Episcopal
members of the State Street Methodist
He married Maria, daughter of John Brown, who left Church, and has been member of the board of trus
New York City upon its occupation by the British
tees since its organization.
(luring the Revolution, and located at Quakertown,
Mr. McPherson's first wife was Rebecca Sitman, of
Hunterdon Co., where he passed the remainder of Burlington County, whom he married in 1835, and
his days. He was also by trade a shoemaker.
The who died in 1857. The children were four in num
children of Joseph and Maria McPherson were six in ber, namely, Maria, wife of AVilliam S. Middleton, of
number, viz.: Sarah, who married Joseph Bowlby, of the First National Bank, Trenton; William,
prac
New Hampton ; Elizabeth, who married George P.
ticing physician of Patterson, now dead
Rebecca,
Apgar, of Hunterdon County ; John ; George, who deceased
and Charles, deceased.
Mr. McPherson
resides in New York City ; Thomas, living in Tren
married, in 1859, Elizabeth, daughter of John Beatty,
ton; and Joseph, the subject of this sketch. Mrs. for fifty years cashier of the Mount Holly Bank, who
McPherson died in 1837, aged fifty-seven years.
his present wife.
Joseph, our subject, was born at New Hampton,
N. J., Feb. 17, 1810. He passed his earliest years on
JOHN R. DILL.
a farm near his native place, receiving only a commonschool education.
His father, George Dill, noble-hearted and thor
In May, 1821, he removed to the
city of Trenton, and about the age of fourteen be
oughgoing business man of Trenton two generations
Mechanics' Bank for
came an apprentice to the trade of a harness-maker
ago, was president of the
many
with John C. Bellerjeau, of that city. He remained
years, and served that institution officially without
with Mr. Bellerjeau until he attained his majority,
fee or reward save the satisfaction of knowing that
when he embarked in business on his own account in
he had done his duty.
He lived to be over eighty
years of age, and his wife, Ann Redinger, also passed
a small shop on State Street (then called Market or
Second Street), that stood where his present building
fourscore years.
now
John R., son of George Dill, spent his life in
at No. 63 State Street. After two years of
close labor Mr. McPherson,
with the assistance of Trenton, where he died Oct 17, 1880, in the seventyseventh year of his age.
He was retired gentleman,
friends, purchased the lot occupied by his shop, and
erected thereon the present structure, with the. excep
living upon an ample inheritance, and therefore hud
tion of such alterations as have since been made.
time to devote himself largely to matters that bene
In the earlier part of his life he was
fited the city.
For eighteen years he occupied
as
residence, as
quite
place
an
active
and in 1828 he was an ardent
politician,
of business.
well as
Mr. McPherson has remained upon his present site supporter of Gen. Jackson. Upon the organization

the Republican party in 1855 and 1856 he took an
active part. During the latter part of his life he
gave very marked attention to the church of his
choice, — the Trinity Protestant Episcopal, — and for
several years was officially identified with
as vestry

which,

a

a

Church, Greene and Academy Streets.

Subsequently

a

"The

Children's

Home,"

he took an espec

ially lively interest. One brother, William, died at
one sister, Elizabeth, died in Lu
the age of forty
and one sister
zerne, Switzerland;
widow of the
late Ogden AVilkinson, of Trenton.
John R. Dill was united in marriage May 30, 1850,
to Catherine, daughter of Pearson Yard and Ann
Cook, of Philadelphia. Her father was a well-known
dry-goods merchant of that city for fifty years, and
is

is

a

active supporter of the temperance cause, and in
deep
church and evangelical work has always felt
member of
AVhen a young man he was
interest.
the board of trustees of Bethesda Methodist Episcopal

man and warden.
He was known to the people of
man of high moral sentiment and strict
contrib
integrity in all his business relations, and
utor to the worthy enterprises of the city, in one of

;

is

in
owners of the Trenton Terra-Cotta Works, and
terested in other local institutions and enterprises.
zealous and
Mr. McPherson has always been

it

was one of the charter members of Concordia Lodge,
Past Grand of that
O. O. F., of Trenton, and
one of the
body, and an ancient Odd-Fellow. He
is
a

Trenton as

I.

that institution. He was also one of the projectors of
the People's Fire Insurance Company of Trenton, and
He
one of the early directors of that corporation.

a

a

a

is

held in universal
for more than half century, and
respect. He was one of the originators of the First
member
National Bank of Trenton, and has
of the board of directors since the organization of

of the old AVhig party he became an active member
of
and served frequently on important committees.
He was one of the three representatives of the county
of Mercer in the house of Assembly in 1849, and in
1861 and 1862 represented the First AVard of the city
Upon the organization of
in the Common Council.
it,

is

one of the oldest
during the past fifty years, and
and best known of the staid, substantial business men
of Trenton. His business now includes the wholesale
hardware and trunk business, as well as saddlery and
harness-making.
He has been intimately related to
the growth and development of the city of Trenton
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aged about eighty-two years.
Her
Mrs.
mother died in the eighty-fifth year of her age.
Dill's paternal ancestors wer,e of English origin,
were early settlers on Long Island, and subse
died

in

1869,

quently in New Jersey.
She was one of the founders of the Children's
Home, and treasurer and manager of it for twenty
years and until the death of her husband.
She was
one of the founders

of the "Widow's

Home" in

Trenton, and is one of the managers, and contributes
liberally vof her time and means to the support of
kindred objects.

DR. CHARLES L. PEARSON.

The progenitor of his family came from AVales in
the latter part of the seventeenth century, and settled
in Delaware County, Pa., and a portion of the Pearson
property upon which he settled has remained in posses
sion of the family since, and is now (1882) owned by
The Pearsons are Qua
the subject of this sketch.
kers, and the ancestors were close adherents to their
religions belief.
Isaac Pearson, grandfather of Dr. Pearson, resided

in Philadelphia ; was a merchant. He was patriotic
and zealous in the cause of the independence of the col
onies, although shut in the city when in possession of
the British. He died about 1818, aged seventy years.
His wife's mother was a Miss Cresson, whose ances
tors came to this country in 1694. His only surviving
son was Isaac L.r who after his father's death con
tinued mercantile business for a short time, and in
1850 settled in Trenton, N. J., built the residence now
the homestead of Dr. Pearson, and there resided until
his death in 1864 at the age of eighty-two years. He
was a man of strict integrity, retiring in his ways,
His wife, Abigail Cooper, a
and of correct habits.
native of Monmouth County, died in 1857, leaving
one surviving child, the subject of this sketch.
Dr.
Charles L. Pearson, a native of Philadelphia, was
educated at the Moravian school at Nazareth Hall,
near Bethlehem, Pa., and in the schools in Philadel
phia.
He studied medicine with the late Dr. James
B. Coleman, of Trenton, attended lectures and further
prosecuted his studies in the Medical Department at
Yale College, and received an honorable diploma
from the State Medical Society of New Jersey in 1844.
Dr. Pearson has since lived a retired life in Trenton,

and never practiced his profession, although he has
given much attention to reading and study.
He is a
director of the Trenton Banking Company, one of the
managers of the Trenton Savings Institution, a direc
tor of the Star Rubber Company, and he was one of
the originators of the Dundee Manufacturing Com
pany at Passaic, N. J., of which he is a director. His
wife, Mary, whom he married in 1844, is a daughter
of the late George Woodruff, a native of Ewing town
ship, an eminent lawyer of Georgia, and once United
States district attorney of that State, and whose

attorneybrother was Aaron D. Woodruff, once an
general for thaState of New Jersey. Their children
are Charles L. and George W. Pearson.

WILLIAM

WOOD.

Robert Wood, a cloth manufacturer of Halifax,
England, set on foot a movement to raise a small
colony and settle in America, and preparations were
nearly completed for sailing when the war for the in
dependence of the colonies broke out and thwarted
his plans.
His wife Elizabeth Ingham bore him
children, — Aaron, Moses, John, Robert, Bathsheba
(died in Baltimore), Mary, and Hannah. His property
was entailed and left to his eldest son, Aaron.
Moses, father of our subject, born in Halifax, Eng

land, in 1765, married Jane Bielby, and in 1819, with
his wife and eight children, sailed in the ship "Mary
Isabella,"
landed at Philadelphia, after a voyage
Ann

of nine weeks and four days, and settled at Wilkesbarre, Pa. There he purchased some three hundred
acres of land, over one-third of which has been made
a part of the city, and the remainder developed into
valuable coal lands. Moses Wood was a man of su
perior business ability, and brought with him three
thousand dollars in gold, which he deposited in a
Philadelphia bank upon his arrival, but while pros
pecting in the valley of the AVyoming for land the
bank failed, and Mr. Wood was obliged to depend
upon

home

resources to complete

his purchase

at

In

the settlement of the affairs of the
Wilkesbarre.
bank he, however, realized a part of the value of his
money, which made him the owner of some two thou
sand acres of land in Bradford County, Pa. Moses
Wood resided on his farm at Wilkesbarre for many
years after his settlement there, and educated his sons

in habits of industry, economy, and a knowledge of
farming, and spent the latter part of his life in the
city, where he died in 1853, at the age of eighty-eight
years. His wife died about 1852, at the age of seventytwo years. He mined coal on his own lands and
shipped it down the Susquehanna River in arks as
early as 1823, and was among the first miners of coal
about Wilkesbarre, although then it was an unprofit
able business. His property was divided at his death
among his children, and all of his sons became suc
cessful merchants and business men of Wilkesbarre.
; John B., born
and banker, and
died at the age of seventy -five years; Moses, de
ceased ; William, born July 5, 1807 ; Abram, died in

The children are Sarah, deceased

in

1803, was a wealthy

merchant

Trenton, N. J.; Mary, wife of Sanford E. Parsons, of
Wilkesbarre, deceased; Isaac, a merchant, settled in
Trenton about 1868; Matthew, died in Wilkesbarre,
in 1875; Anna M., became the wife of James Jones,
cashier of the Wyoming National Bank of Wilkes
barre ; and the youngest, Esther E., residing in Tren
ton.
AVilliam, son of Moses Wood, received a fair edu-
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cation and thorough business training during his boy
hood. In 1826, at the age of nineteen, he married
Jane, daughter of. Edward Parkinson, a native of
England, who came to AVilkesbarre subsequent to the
settlement of the Woods.
Seemingly inheriting the
enterprise of his father, in common shared by his
brothers, immediately after his marriage he purchased
eight acres of land adjoining the city of Wilkesbarre,
and streets, disposed of them,
thereby founding the village of Woodville, christened
by that name at a public meeting of the citizens
called for the purpose by the eminent writer and his

laid it out into lots

torian, Charles Miner. Subsequently Mr. Wood en
gaged in the mercantile business in the city, but after
two years he, in 1836, removed to Mount Carmel, 111.,

traveling the entire distance in a private carriage,
the journey taking six weeks. There he engaged in
mercantile

business on a large scale for a new coun

try, established several stores,
a post-office. He continued
yeaifi, taking large quantities
of the country in exchange

and near there founded
business there for ten
of the produce and pork

for his goods, which he
shipped to Eastern and Southern markets.
In 1837 he purchased a Cannon stove in Pittsburgh,
Pa., took it to Mount Carmel, placed it in his store

there, and was the first to burn bituminous coal in
Southern Illinois. Returning to Wilkesbarre in 1846,
he continued his mercantile operations in the city

until

and during this time laid out six acres
lots and streets, a part of the homestead
property, which forms a part of the city of Wilkes
barre.
He was closely identified with the commer
1857,

more into

cial and banking interests of the city, was one of the
founders of the old Wyoming Bank at Wilkesbarre, a
director of the same for many years, and both he and

his father were among the original subscribers to its
stock, and he was one of the founders of the AVilkes
barre Water Company, a director until 1866, and still
retains his connection with it in 1882.

Mr. Wood settled at Mount Holly, N. J., in 1865,
but not finding the place desirable for a residence,
and restless under inactivity after an active business
life, he settled in Trenton in 1866, where, although
not giving his whole time to business, he has operated
quite extensively in real estate, and caused the erec
tion of some of the most substantial buildings in the
city.
In early manhood he was interested in military
organizations,

and for sixteen years belonged to the

militia of Pennsylvania, rising through the
He is
various grades of office to the rank of major.
a man of correct habits, quick perception in matters
of business, and has ever been known as a man of
strict integrity in all his business relations.
The ancestors of this family were Episcopalians,
State

but his father's family and his own have been identi
fied with the Methodist Episcopal Church.
His first wife, a devoted mother and Christian
woman, died, leaving the following children : Mary
J., George (died at the age of eighteen), Esther, and
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His present wife is Eliza, daughter of Capt.
Md., who followed the

Sarah.

Thomas Coward, of Baltimore,
sea for twenty-five years.

Isaac, fifth son of Moses Wood, was born April 15,
1815.
He grew up in the village of Wilkesbarre, Pa.,
where his father had settled. AVhile still a lad he en
tered upon the mercantile business, in which he con
tinued for many years, and retired, having amassed a
handsome fortune. He was prominent in many busi
ness enterprises, being one of the projectors of the
Wilkesbarre Water Company, and for many years, in
connection with his brother William, held a control

ling interest in its stock. From about 1856 to 1860 he
was president of the Dundee Coal Company, which
sunk the deepest shaft that had ever been sunk in
the United States up to that time, some eight hun
He was also treasurer and a
dred and ten feet deep.
For
director of the Nanticoke Railroad Company.
twenty years or more he was a director in the Wyom
He was also for
ing National Bank at Wilkesbarre.
He is a
many years a member of the Town Council.
member and officially connected with the Methodist
In
Church, and a liberal contributor to its support.
1868

he removed to Trenton,

N.

J.,

where he has

since resided.
He married June 1, 1842, Emily H. Wells, daugh
ter of Deacon Ira Wells, of East AVindsor, Conn.,
and granddaughter of Hezekiah Wells, a captain in
the Revolutionary army, whose wife, Sarah Trumbull,
was of the same ancestry as the celebrated Jonathan
Trumbull, Washington's familiar friend, and popu
"
larly known in American history as Brother Jona

than."

HON. JOHN HART

BREWER.

John Hart

Brewer, the Rebublican member of Con
from the Second District of New Jersey, is a
conspicuous example of that proud feature of Ameri

gress

can social and political life, — self-made men. From
boyhood he has raised himself by in
domitable industry, enterprise, and skill to the posi

an humble

tion of one of the leading manufacturers in the
country.
He was. born in Hunterdon County, N. J.,

March

29, 1844, and comes

of the best old patriotic

New Jersey stock, being a lineal descendant on his
mother's side of John Hart, the signer of the Decla
ration of Independence.
He was given a liberal English education, and at
an early age began business on his own account at
Delhi, N. Y. Two years later he bought an interest

in the Etruria Pottery-Works, of Trenton, N. J., and
of a member of
the firm, became equal partner with Mr. Joseph Ott,
the firm now being Ott & Brewer.
Mr. Brewer has
always been one of the most enterprising and progres
sive of the Trenton potters, and the wonderful growth
of the interest in that city is due in no small degree
to the zeal and ability with which he has pushed its
a few years later, on the retirement
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never satisfied to have it stand still and settle down
content with its present advancement.
His active brain is constantly devi-ing and sug
gesting new fields to occupy, new improvements, and
new means of advancing the fortunes and repute of
the industry.
He has been ambitious to have'TrenAmerica,"
and to
ton known as the "Staffordshire of
this end he has devoted all his energies in the busi
Of course he has made money, but moneyness.
making has not been the main object of his ambition.
He wants Trenton to be known and honored as the
seat of a great artistic industry.
To promote these
ends he has displayed great enterprise and sagacity.
It was for this purpose that he suggested and success
Potters' Associa
fully organized the " United States
tion,"
organization
years past done
for
six
an
that has

a

ADAM EXTON.
the grandson of an officer of the
Adam Exton
English army, who married Betty Piatt, of Chorley,
Lancashire, England. Their only son, William, was

of the Wesleyan denomination, and
He was
leader in the reform labor movement.
man of note, and a practical machinist as well as an
local preacher

a

an ambition to make
than a local interest
and mere manufacture of dishes. He has urged it
forward from achievement to achievement, and is

opposition.

preacher.
He married Mary Turner, of
Euxton Barth, Lancashire, and had eleven children, of
whom Adam, the third son, was born at the latter
eloquent

1823.
His education was obtained
place, July
under circumstances of the utmost difficulty. At
coftoneight years of age he was placed at work in
mill, his only opportunities of learning having been
a

never ceased to labor

is

a merely mer

He has sought to na

His
sands being printed to supply the demand.
masterly
speech on the life saving service was also
one of the most useful and influential
effort. He
members that New Jersey ever had in the House of
Representatives.
He will be returned almost without
is

of
of the pottery
is a potter in

5,

cenary, money-making sense.
tionalize the interest, and has
to fire his brother potters with
it something greater and nobler

conception

a

He has had a higher
the legitimate mission and possibilities
He
manufacture than most people.
something larger and broader than in
development.

a
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The small
and at night schools.
demanded at the latter he paid with earnings
gained by working overtime at the mill, his regular
wages being given intact to his parents.
His progress
at Sunday-school

fee

was as

rapid

vering.

His

mation, became secretary of the National Association
when it was organized, and two years ago was elected
president of the latter association.
He has always

were earnest and perse
reading having been mainly directed to
works of travel, especially those relating to the United
States, he determined before the age of sixteen to
emigrate to America.
Having encountered some ob
stacles to this scheme, he at a later date sailed with

been looked to by those in the trade as the man to
lead in all progressive movements, and to protect it

May,

from the assaults of the free-traders.
Whenever its
interests have been threatened at Washington, Mr.
Brewer has been the man selected to visit the national
capital to avert the menaced attack.
He
consequently, thoroughly versed in the tariff
question, and no man could be selected who can bet
ter and more ably represent that industrial district in

directed to mechanical employments he obtained a
position in
year later
manufactory of prints, and
accepted a more advantageous offer in a cotton-mill.
He was, on the 17th of February, 1845, united in mar
riage to Miss Elizabeth Apsden.
Mr. Exton pur

in Congress, he has already become

on the

a

man of mark in
that body, and has won distinction in two or three
speeches on important national topics.
His speech

tariff was one of the best of the session, aud
all over the Union, tens of thou

attracted attention

a

a

a

a

a

being especially directed to the development of the
cracker trade, to which he, in 1850, confined his whole
attention.
He invented
machine for moulding
crackers, to supersede the process by hand, and also
one. equally perfect for rolling and docking, on both

of which he took out letters patent in

1861.

In

1866

machines for making fancy crackers and scroll-biscuits
were also patented.
Various other inventions of

a

gressive and enterprising, politically and economically,
of engaging manners, warm-hearted and generous.
Although Mr. Brewer has not quite served one term

tract of land, upon which he
erected two frame houses, in one of which he estab
lished
bread-, cake-, and cracker-bakery.
The busi
ness was conducted with great energy, his labors
chased soon after

labor-saving character have since been secured by
patents and put into use, and the manufactory, which
much increased in capacity,
one of the most com
plete in the country.
The Exton crackers are univer
is

a

a

is

and 342 Greenback votes. Personally Mr. Brewer
high order of intelligence, of irre
young man of
proachable character, of indomitable resolution, pro

York on the 10th of
The lads started soon after for Philadel
phia, and on their arrival at Trenton Adam secured
employment on
farm. His tastes having been
1842.

a

a

a

a

the national councils.
His capacity for legislative
duties was triumphantly tested
few years ago by his
election to the State Legislature of New Jersey from
He served his con
strongly Democratic district.
stituents with marked ability and satisfaction.
He
was elected to the Forty-seventh Congress by
vote
of 18,580 against 16,536 for the Democratic candidate,

as his exertions

his brother and landed in New

is

is,

much to unify, strengthen, and advance the interests
of the pottery trade of this country. He was secre
Potters' Association from its for
tary of the Trenton

sally known, and have secured awards from the juries
of numerous competitive exhibitions, the Centennial
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Exhibition

Mr. Exton,
being among the number.
having become thoroughly identified with his adopted
country, has manifested a deep interest in its progress,
the' improvement
and especially in all measures for
of
the city of Trenton.

He has filled successive offices
of trust, and was for many years prominent in the
transactions of the City Council, serving as chairman
of the highway committee. He has been since its
organization connected with the Trenton Board of
Trade, and was in 1876 elected president of the Tren
ton Horse Railway Company.
Mr. Exton may be
justly regarded as one of the representative and suc
cessful men of the city of his residence.

PETER FELL.
The Fell family are of German extraction, and
were former residents of Limbach, in Bavaria, from
whence Peter Fell, the father of the subject of this
biographical
sketch, emigrated to America in 1832.
Having landed in New York, he later removed

to

and engaged as teamster for a flouringyear
mill. The
following found him in Trenton,
where he also followed the business of teaming. Here
he was the same year joined by his wife, Catherine,
and six children, who made the city their home. Mr.
and Mrs. Fell had eight children,— Sophia (who be
Pennsylvania,

747

His wares are conceded to be su
try in Trenton.
perior in quality, and find a ready market in all parts
of the country.
The brick business of Trenton has
been monopolized by the family, all the brothers
having been engaged in the making of the popular
Trenton pressed brick.
In politics Mr. Fell is a Republican,

though with

little ambition for the excitements attending a political
career. In his religious faith he is a Lutheran, and
of the German Lutheran Church of Tren
ton, of which Mrs. Fell is a member.

a supporter

JESSE DEAN.
The Dean family are of English extraction, the
grandfather of Jesse, who was George. Dean, having
been manager of the pottery of Samuel Alcock &
England, extensively
Co., Burslem, Staffordshire,
" Hill Pottery." He was one of the
known as the
Mr.
earliest manufacturers of china in England.
Dean was the father of nine children, among whom
was

George, who filled

a conspicuous

position

as a

skillful Parian figure maker in the Hill Pottery.
He was united in marriage to Miss Sarah Steele, of
children,—
Hanley, Staffordshire, England, and had
George.
The
Jesse, Anne, Elizabeth, Martha, and

death of Mr. Fell occurred in Trenton.
His wife survives and resides with her son Peter,
whose life is here briefly sketched. He was born July

latter of this number is deceased, and the remaining
four are residing in the United States.
Jesse was born in Hanley, Oct. 12, 1845, and having
lost his father at an early age, spent his childhood in
family.
assisting his mother in the maintenance of the
He served an apprenticeship at the Hill Pottery as a
china decorator, after which he followed his craft at .

10, 1824, in Limbach, Bavaria, and in company with
his grandfather and eldest sister came to America in
1833, when but nine years of age.
He on reaching Trenton at once found employment
in a brick-yard, and having begun at the foot of this

to Trenton.

came Mrs. John Kafer), Peter, Daniel, Mary (who
married Henry Mohrfield), John B., William W.,
Elizabeth, and one who died in childhood.
The

ladder of industry, advanced through
grades until he became a prominent

all its various

manufacturer.
he, in connection with his brother Daniel,
purchased a brick-yard, which they continued jointly
to own until 1859, when he secured another yard, of

In

1852

which he

was sole owner.

with S. T. Fur
man, which continued for nine years, when the prop
erty was sold and his present extensive brick-yard
purchased.

In

1860 he formed a copartnership

Mr. Fell was in 1852 married to Miss Emerenzia
of Trenton, to whom were born children, —
Albert, Frederick, Louis, and Peter, the latter two
being deceased. The surviving sons are associated with
their father in business.
Mr. Fell is a very marked example of the success
Schmidt,

which is attained by industry and sound judgment.
Beginning life with no advantages, and having to de
pend upon the labor of his hands for subsistence, he
has fought and overcome all obstacles and placed
himself at the head of his peculiar branch of indus

Cobridge, Staffordshire, England, until 1866.
A much wider field for his exertions having opened
in America, he emigrated in 1866 and landed in New
York ; remained one year in the city, when he removed

Here he established himself as

a decora
encouragement
later
much
with
met
tor, and having
purchased property, which he improved, and eventu
ally developed an extensive business.
He confines himself exclusively to the decoration
of china and glass, and is also an importer of a fine

grade of china.
Fifty-five artisans and assistants are employed in
the various departments, and orders are received from
all parts of the country, the jobbing trade being alone
supplied.
Having started with no capital other than
the skill acquired in his trade, Mr. Dean has by his
own unaided efforts placed himself at the head of the
Jesse Dean is
china decorating interests of Trenton.
married to Mrs. Harriet Steele, daughter of Richard

Millington, one of the earliest potters in Trenton, and
founder of the pottery of Thomas Maddock & Co.
Mr. Dean is a member of the Independent Order of
Odd-Fellows of Trenton, of the Ancient Order of
Red Men, and of the Sons of St. George. He is de
voted to his various business interests, which afford
little time for matters of social or political import.
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CHAPTER LXIV.
THE BOROUGH

CHAMBERSBURG.

OE

Situation.— Chambersburg is located in the south
ern part of the county, contiguous to Trenton, from
which it is separated by the Delaware and Raritan
Canal.

Descriptive. — Chambersburg partakes rather of
characteristics of a suburban village than of
Its proximity to Tren
those of a country borough.
ton insures it advantages of which its citizens avail

the

themselves.

The site of Chambersburg presents many
locations for dwellings and manufacturing
prises. The principal part of the borough
nected directly with Trenton by the street
and nearly all parts are served with a mail

eligible
is con

railway,
delivery

Broad Street, which was built in 1875.
Organization. — An act was passed by the Senate
and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey,
April 2, 1872, by which a part of the township of
Hamilton was incorporated into the borough of
Chambersburg.

The name

was

in honor of Robert Chambers,

a

Trenton, who owned the
town, and commenced to build
We subjoin the following
etc.
South

of him

:

Robert

the founder of Chambers
Chambees,
burg, was born in East Windsor township, Middlesex
County, now Washington township, Mercer County,
N. J., July 2, 1788. He was second child and eldest
son of Robert and Francinah Reeder Chambers, whose
children in priority of birth are as follows: Hannah,
married Maj. Peter D. Cattel, of Bucks County, Pa. ;
Robert, married Catharine, daughter of Abner and
Margaret Van Dyke Houghton, of Mount Rose, Mer
cer Co., N. J. ; Abigail, married Dr. John A. Hendry,
of New York City ; Reeder, married Jemimah, daugh
ter of Asher

Howell, of Ewing, Mercer

Co., N.

grandson
Chambersburg, Pa. John Chambers, the
past
middle life when he came to
of John (who was
America), was judge of Perth Amboy and New York
(both being under one Governor at that time), after
whom Chambers Street, New York, was
died without male issue in New York
Robert, the subject of this sketch, is in
generation from Robert Chambers, of

J. ;

physician
of Philadelphia, married
Montgomery,
Eliza, daughter of Dr. Duffield, Philadelphia; Fran

Samuel W. Hollinshead,
of New York
City; David, married Catharine, daughter of Gen.
Price, of Ringoes, N. J.; Andrew Reeder, merchant
in Philadelphia, married Sarah Ann, daughter of
ces, married

William Hyde, of Philadelphia.
The subject of this sketch is directly descended
from a long line of pious ancestors, dating back to
the religious persecutions in Flanders, whence they
fled to Scotland, and whose descendants, again suffer
ing persecution on account of their religion, sought
refuge in America.

The first of the name Chambers of which we have
any record as early settlers of Jersey came from Ed
Francis,"
"
inburgh, Scotland, in the ship
Henry and

named ; he

City,

1764.

the seventh

Edinburgh,
of Edinburgh, Scotland; 2d,
John, Sr., of Piscataway and AUentown, N. J. ; 3d,
John, Jr., of same places; 4th, Robert, of AVindsor
township; 5th, Robert, of Windsor township; 6th,
Robert, of Trenton ; 7th, Robert, of Trenton.
The descendants of these worthy pioneers have
followed in their footsteps, and borne an honorable
Robert, of the sixth
record in church and State.
of Chambers
founder
of
the
father
and
generation,
burg, was a soldier of the Revolutionary war. In the
"
Historical Society of Pennsylvania is a fifty-dollar
Continental note which Capt. Robert Chambers re
services."
He took part in the
ceived as part pay for
although
but eighteen years old,
battle of Trenton,
and
his three cousins, sons
David
brother
as did his
of John, of Trenton (who was an elder in the First
Presbyterian
Church in Trenton, 1760). On that
memorable morning, after Washington had crossed

namely:

enter

from the city post-office.
The borough has a commodious brick town hall on

wealthy citizen of
land, laid out the
dwellings, factories,
biographical sketch

which sailed from Scotland Aug. 1, 1685, arrived at
New Perth, now Perth Amboy, November, 1685.
Among the fifty-six passengers were John, Robert,
John and Robert settled in
and Marion Chambers.
Piscataway and other parts of Middlesex County,
N. J. Marion went West, and was the founder of

1st,

Robert,

the Delaware, these sons of John of Trenton were put
in the front ranks as pioneers on account of their
familiarity with the place; and as they passed their
father's house (who was sick in bed) they spied their

mother, who was eagerly watching for them, but
could not recognize them, so war-worn and shabby
" Mother !" " Oh !" she
They shouted
were they.
!"
"
cried,
my sons, my sons, you are going to be killed
" No, mother, with the help of God we will set you
free this day !" This noble sentiment was shouted by
their comrades as they passed on.
Robert Chambers, of the seventh generation, and

Mercer Co., N. J., in
Chambersburg,
had six children, namely, Abner Houghton,
Theodore
Van Dyke, Margaret Matilda, Abner

who founded
1856,

Reeder, Robert, and Mary Frances.
Abner Houghton, Robert, and Mary Frances

in childhood.
without

issue.

died

Van Dyke died in 1867
Matilda Hall and Abner
are now his only surviving chil

Theodore
Margaret

Reeder Chambers
dren.

He was a man of sterling worth and great mental
ability and foresight. He was a merchant in Tren
ton, but on account of ill health retired from busi
For many years he held the office
ness in early life.
of county judge, and during his term of office Prince
Murat, while a resident of Bordentown, appeared be-

.
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fore him in a suit as defendant, and often in after-life
he spoke of the very pleasant and gentlemanly bear
ing of the prince.
AVith a strong appreciation of justice and equity,
which he was willing to extend to all, he was equally
tenacious of his own rights.
Chambers Street in
Princeton was opened and named by him.
He was genial and confiding, noted for his hospi
tality, and ever ready to extend a helping hand to
the needy. He was a consistent member of the First
Presbyterian
Church of Trenton forty-seven years.
He died Feb. 22, 1865, in New York City, at the resi
dence of his son-in-law, Dr. Edward Hall, firm in the
faith of his fathers, a triumphant and happy death.
His. funeral took place from the residence of his son,
Abner R. Chambers, Trenton, N. J., on the 27tb.
His remains were laid in the family vault, Trenton.
He taught his children how to live, he taught them
how to die.

Civil List.
James G. West, 1872.
John H. Johnson, 1873.
David 0. Iteilon, 1874-75.
Johu V. Powers, 1S70-77.

Henry D. Scudder,1878-79.
William H. McCoy, 1880.
James Witherington, 1SS1.
COUNCILMEN.

Henry L. Ashmore, 1872-73.
Charles Carr, 1872-74.
Henry Eversbam, 1872.
Toter Fnshman, 1872.
Moses Golden, 1872.
Bobert It. Hill, 1872.
Francis Lowthrope, 1872.
Joseph Mack, 1872.
Charles Swain, 1872-73.
George It. Whittaker, 1872.
Wilson Skelton, 1873.
George Milne, 1873.
Joseph It. Sweeney,1873.
Snowden,1873.
Samuel Stead, 1873.
Michael Farrell, 1873.
John Gordon, 1873-74.
Jacob S. Carr, 1874-75.
James Gridiod, 1874-75.
John 0. Scliwitzer, 1874-75.
Thomas M. Jamison, 1874-70.
James H. Tallon, 1874-75.
GeorgeF. Van Hart, 1874-75.
James G. West, 1874.
Joseph Wagner, 1874.
John Pflegar, 1875.
Garret S. Otis, 1875-76.
lleni-y Wurman, 1875.

Aaron HanKyard, 1875,1879-80.
James Miller, 1875.'
James Witlieiington, 1875.
Stewart D. South, 1878-77.
GeorgeW. Kemp, 1878-77,1879-80.
Christian Guenther,1876-77.
Tlavid Haas, 1876-77.
Philip Connell, 1877.
Augustus Butcher, 1877.
Albert B. Gillingham, 1877.
Francis O. Louthrop, Jr., 1877-78.
GeorgeB Morse, 1878-79.
Henry Pflegar, 1878-79.
James McCulley, 1878-70.
Henry K. Haven, 187S-79.
Henry Ashbrandt, 1879-80.
James Coutwell, 1879-1880.
George Lever, 1879-80.
Eol.ort B. Bouny, 1880-81.
Bobert Britton, 1880-81.
F. Mathews, 1880-81.
Johu Keudriok, 1880-81.
William Schmetzeisen,1880-81.
William Boroughs,1881-82.
William Donnelly, 1881.
George Gill, 1881.
GeorgeLeiver, 1881.
William P.Wilson, 1881.
CLERKS.

John H. Johnson, 1872,1874.
Charles H. Howell, 1S73.
John Kmmlioltz, 1875.
Joseph B. Sweeney,1877.

John Whalen, 1878.
Julius Keid, 1879.
Edward B. Skellenger, 1880.
Steward D. South, 1881.

ASSESSORS.
Abraham B. Statts, 1872.
William B. Eisdon, 1874-76
Aaron Hawkyard, 1873.

I Thomas Butcher, Sr., 1877-79.
Richard Hammell, 1880.
L. C. Moore, 1881.

COLLECTORS.
Samuel W. Foster, 1872-74.
Isaac R. Hughes, 1875,1877,
John II. Johnson, 1877-79.

John H. Whalen, 1879.
Julius Eeidle, 1880,1881.
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COMMISSIONERS
Isaac R. Hughes, 1872.
Wilson Skelton, 1872.
William K. Risdon, 1872.
John Corns, 1874,
Alexander V. Manning, 1874.
Charles Whitehead, 1874-77,1881.
Charles S. Boyd, 1875.
Charles W. Parrish, 1875,1876.
James G. West, 1876.
Michael Farrell, 1877,1878.

OF APPEAL.
Edward Reidle, 1877,1878.
Thomas Oaks, 1878.
Samuel W. Foster, 1879.
John 0. Schwitzer, 1879.
James Curns, 1879.
H. R. Haven, 1880.
W. C. Boroughs, 1880.
Isaac Runner, 1880.
William Lovett, 1881.
Albert Gillingham, 1881.

CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
Joseph Christopher, 1878.

John V. Powers, 1874.
Charles Swain, 1875,1876.
Alexander V. Manning, 1877.
JUDGES

Michael McGowan, 1872-74.
Charles Marclaskey, 1875,1876.
Thomas Ivins, 1877.
John Patterson,! 1878.
John Smith,2 1878.
Silas Ihe.l 1879.

Charles Larrison, 1879.
Amos B. ScudJer, 1880,1881.
OF ELECTION.
J. W. CurnB,21879.
Charles Berkholtz,! 1880.
Frank H. Bond,2 1880.
Thomas Patterson,! isil.
Frank Burton,2 1881.

Real Estate Owners, Land and Building Asso
ciations. — Chambersburg has grown up largely as
the result of various land and building associations,
which have offered to the numerous employes of the
constantly increasing manufactories there opportu
nities to own homes which they could not have ob
tained without the aid of these organizations, most of
which have been carefully managed to the good of all
concerned.

In 1830, Robert Chambers purchased a tract of
thirty-five acres in what is now Chambersburg, and en
gaged in farming, his barn standing on the site of the
Chambersburg Hotel. In 1864 he erected a woolenmill at the corner of Broad and Coleman Streets,
which was occupied by Yates, Worthley & Co. until
it was destroyed by fire. About the same time Mr.
Coleman laid his land out in village lots and offered
them for sale, erecting several houses for rent or sale.
was the beginning of the village.
Robert Chambers was a descendant of one of three

This

brothers who came to America as early as 1730, two
of them locating in Mercer County, the third in Penn
sylvania.
He married Catharine Houghton, and

in Trenton.
He had six children, of whom
none survive except Abner Chambers, well known in

lived

Chambersburg

and Hamilton*

The Hamilton Land Association was organized in
It owned forty acres, which was cut up into
lots, and most of it was purchased by the late Ger
shom Rusling, of Trenton.
The Linden Park Land
Association was incorporated in 1869.
Its officers
were Israel Howell, president ; Alexander Yard, sec
It- was
retary ; and James F. Rusling, treasurer.
possessed of about sixty acres of land in Chambers
burg, which was laid out in one hundred lots, each
twenty-five feet by one hundred, most of which were
disposed of from time to time.
Many of the earlier
improvements in the place were made by, or by the
1845.

1 First polling district.

2 Secondpolling district.
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aid of, this association, and for a time the village was
known as Ruslingville, a name which was superseded
by the one now so familiar, but which is still some
times thoughtlessly used by old residents.
Among land associations of a later date may be

Me
mentioned the Central, Franklin, Jefferson,
chanics'
Home, and considerable tracts of land are
owned by AV. S. Yard, S. K. AVilson, John A. Roebling's sons, and the estate of Capt. William E. Hunt,
deceased.

Others whose names cannot

now be re

called are said to have dealt in real estate in Cham
bersburg, which now presents opportunities for the
establishment of homes unsurpassed by those of
or any other place adjacent to that city.
Under the impetus given to the growth of the place
during the past fifteen years by the establishment of
numerous manufacturing enterprises, the population

Trenton

has been steadily increasing.
Building associations
formed from time to time on the plan
introduced in Philadelphia to enable mechanics and
others to own residences, thus securing the perma

have been

nency

of a class of good citizens

stantly increasing in numbers.
Those interested in real estate

which is con

have been liberal

of churches
and schools, and have done much in aid of such
institutions as were likely to attract residents to the
contributors

toward

the establishment

village.

Manufacturing History. — The Wire and Wire
Rope Manufactory of the John A. Roebling's
Sons' Company. —
The extensive wire and wire rope

Sons'
manufactory of John A. Roebling's
Company,
on Broad and Canal Streets, covers an area of four
teen acres, and gives employment to one thousand
hands. There is not a larger or more important es

tablishment of the similar kind in the United States.
The business was established in 1849, by John A.
Roebling, who acquired a universal reputation for
introducing and successfully accomplishing the sus
pension bridge system, which has since become one
of the greatest enterprises of the age. The suspension bridge just below Niagara Falls has been seen
and admired since its erection by engineers from all
parts of the world, and for many years will remain

to Mr: Roebling's skill. The great
Ky., and Cincinnati, Ohio, suspension
bridge, also built by Mr. Roebling, is no less note
worthy.
Several other bridges of equal beauty,
economy, and endurance, but of lesser notoriety, are
scattered over the country, in the construction of
which Mr. Roebling was conspicuous.
That his sons
as a monument

Covington,

'

are not unworthy to wear his mantle is attested by
the prominence of the name in connection with the
great East River bridge, now nearly completed.
At

the death of Mr. Roebling, in 1871, the factory passed
into the possession of the present company, of whicii
Charles G. Roebling is president, and F. W. Roebling
secretary and treasurer.
Iron and steel wire rope, suspension bridge cables,

galvanized

ship rigging,

bright and annealed

galvanized

iron and

telegraph

wire,

market

wire,
wheels and ropes for transmission of power, and su
perior charcoal and common wire rods are manufac
steel

tured.

The American Saw Company's Works.— The

American

Saw Company

laws of New

was organized

York in January,

of two hundred

under

the

with a capital
and fifty thousand dollars.
The
1866,

manufactory is located on Canal Street near Broad,
and the company has a general office in New York.
At the date of its organization its officers were as

follows: James G. Wilson, president; Henry G. Ely,
treasurer; Samuel W. Putnam, secretary, all resi
dents of Brooklyn, N. Y., and James E. Emerson, of
Trenton, superintendent.
The company was organized for the purpose of
manufacturing movable tooth circular saws, an in
vention of Mr. Emerson while in California, but
greatly improved by an invention of 1865, covered by
a patent under which the company manufacture.
The works were destroyed by fire on the evening of
the 7th of February, 1870, involving a loss of about
and fifty thousand dollars, but four
weeks later new buildings had been erected, aud the
one hundred

hands resumed work as usual.

It is worthy of note that at this manufactory was
made the largest saw the world has produced, it meas
uring seven feet four inches in diameter, the plate of
which was rolled expressly for the purpose in Shef

field, England.

This saw was manufactured for the
Exposition Universelle, in Paris, in 1867. Two hun

dred hands are employed.

The following are the officers of the company:
John B. AVoodward, president; R. H. Johnson, vicepresident;

S. AV. Putnam,

secretary and treasurer.

The factory is under the supervision of R. W. Prosser,
superintendent, who has a thorough knowledge of saw
manufacture in all its branches.
The Union Iron- AVorks.— The firm of Throp,
MacKenzie & AVilkes was organized in 1S65, and be
gan the manufacture of machinery and iron and steel
appliances of various kinds at the foot of Taylor
Street, Trenton.
In 1878, Mr. John Throp withdrew from the firm,
which has since been known as MacKenzie & AVilkes.
The foundry on Hamilton Avenue, Chambersburg,
was erected in 1873, and the machine-shop and boilershop in the fall of 1878, when the firm removed their
enterprise entirely to its present quarters.
Messrs. Duncan MacKenzie and Peter AVilkes, at
their shops, known as the Union Iron- Works, manu
facture steam-engines, boilers, cast-iron girders, col
umns,

heavy

machinery,

rubber

machinery,

wire

Wilkes'

drawing benches, charcoal-sinking
furnaces,
patent annealers and Wilkes' patent crucible jiggers,
mill-work, shafting, pulleys, hangers, and all kinds of
pottery machinery.

Brearley's Cotton and AVoolen Yarn Manu-
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cotton and woolen yarn manufactory

Collins' shop was opened in
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1873.

It

is located at

of Mr. George Brearley was established in

911 and 913 Broad Street.

Samuel

Jacob Rue's shop, at 9.18 and 920 Broad Street, was
established in 1874.
Cigar Manufactory. — George R.
Moore's

1872, by
Stead, and purchased by the present propri
etor in 1877.
A large business is done, and twentyfive hands find employment in the pottery with which

the former proprietor,

Samuel Stead, is connected.

West's "Trenton Cracker" Bakery.— About
1862, S. N. AVest began the manufacture of crackers
on Coleman Street, in a building which had been
erected by Robert Chambers.
About 1864 he received
Fletcher Knowles as a partner, and the firm became
West & Knowles. In 1867 the business of this firm
was purchased by Zimri AVest and George Brearley,
who continued the business under the firm-name of
AVest & Brearley about ten years, when it passed
into the sole ownership of Zimri West, the present
proprietor.

The New Jersey Agricultural AVorks. —
Among the most prominent manufacturing indus
tries of Chambersburg
may be mentioned Butterworth's New Jersey Agricultural AVorks, on Hamilton

Avenue and East Canal Street, the property covering
the entire block on East Canal Street, from Hamilton
The main building
Avenue to Hampton Street.
measures sixty by thirty-two feet, and is three stories
high.
The erecting-shop, in which heavy machinery
is put together, is thirty-six by forty feet, and three
stories high.
This enterprise was established in 1860 by John
Butterworth & Sons, the firm comprising John But
terworth, Sr., and James aud Robert Butterworth.

In 1870, Robert, AVilliam H., and John Butterworth,
Jr., assumed control of the business under the firmname of Butterworth Brothers, and have since con
tinued it under their personal supervision, with John
Butterworth, Jr., as superintendent.

The Eureka Chain AVorks. — The Eureka ChainWorks of John Billingham & Sons, at the corner of
Clinton and Anderson Streets, were established in
are manufactured.
to turn out twenty tons
per month, and furnish employment to sixteen hands.
1876.

Cable

and brake

The works have

chains

a capacity

The Vulcan Chain- AVorks. — The Vulcan Chain-

Works, 1018 and 1020 Broad Street, were established
in 1877 by Joseph Horton & Sons. The capacity of
the works is four tons per week, and twelve hands are
employed.
The AVorks of the Trenton Match Com

pany. —The factory of the Trenton Match Company
is located on Hamilton Avenue, and was put in opera
The proprietor is George F. Wilson ;
tion in 1880.
The manufacturing
George O. Seward is manager.
gross of matches
hundred
is
three
works
the
capacity of

per day. During the busy season eighty-five hands
The principal shipments are to the
are employed.
South.

and Blacksmiths.— The wheel
wright- aud blacksmith-shop of Theodore Hunt, at
George L.
opened in 1871.
863 Broad Street, was

Wheelwrights

Moore began the manufacture of cigars in 1873, and
continued until 1877, when he discontinued business
for two years, resuming at 856 Broad Street in 1879,
aud continuing

since.

Yates, Worthley &

Co.'s Woolen-Mill. — A
Chambers tract in 1854,
erected
on
the
factory was
which was occupied by Yates, AVorthley & Co. as a
woolen-mill
a few years until the building was de
stroyed by fire.

Various Enterprises. — There have been and
are in Chambersburg various small industries, such as
The follow
are found in all villages and boroughs.
ing may be mentioned as among the bakers : AV. F.

Burgner, S. W. Cubberly, E. Ginder, Matlack Brothers,
Nelson, J. H. Pfister, and S.
S. M. McLearn, AV.
Carpenters and builders : Thomas M. Jemi
West.
son, AV. Mills, C. W. Parrish, J. M. Sexton, Slack &
South, George Sommers, Sewers Brothers, and H.
Vannest.

Other Interests. — Among the business men of
Chambersburg
may be mentioned the following:
Civil engineers, C. C. Haven and F. C. Low throp ;
coal and wood dealers, J. Butterworth, A. Peake, and
AVilson & Stokes; cigar dealers, John Bradley &

Co., M. Conley, G. R. Morse, C. Pirola, and C. H.
Schanck; crockery dealers, Jacob Blanth and Joseph
Carman ; druggist8, Horace B. Howell, E. B. Skellenger, M. Tidd, and G. W. AA7ood\vard ; boot and
shoe manufacturers and dealers, W. Bradshaw, A. L.
Conner, W. F. Desman, E. T. Middleton, and AVilliam
Paine; butchers, Anthony Archer, Henry Asbrant,
AV. L. Hill, Gottlieb Kuppinger, and T. Metz.
Physicians. — The following physicians are wellElmer Barwis, G. S. Hutchin
known practitioners:
son, N. B. Oliphant, E. B. Skellenger, and AV. V.
AVilson.

The Broad Street Methodist Episcopal Church.
— Prayer-meetings were first held in Ruslingville, as
Chambersburg was then known, in 1864, by Ezekiel
Pullen, Zimri AVood, and others from the Central
Methodist Episcopal Church of Trenton, at the house
of AVilliam Jamison. They were held regularly until
winter, then discontinued until the spring of 1865.
During the following winter they were held in the
school-house, and a revival ensued in which ;i dozen
or fifteen were converted.
After its close regular
meetings were discontinued
until the following
spring.

A

class was formed and met at the house of Reuben
The leader was Zimri AVood. The class was

Kent.

attached to the Trenton

Central Church, other mem
bers of which living in the vicinity met with it. The
members of the class were Reuben Kent and his wife
i and daughter Caroline, Theodosia Ashmore and her
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son Matthias, and her daughter, Hester Wilson, Isaac
Gibbs and wife, James Daughtery and wife, Amelia

E. Snyder, Mary
Rachel Van Morter, Catharine
Jones, and Mrs. Grover.
About this time a Local Preachers' Association
was established in Trenton, Ruslingville being one of
According to the plan issued by
its appointments.

attended.

the association, a preacher and exhorter held services
in the school-house Sunday evenings. The class had
long contemplated building a church, encouraged by

Jamison, Mary and Julia Carman, Matthias Taylor
and wife, Martha Carman, and Sister Rulon. William
I. Snyder and wife, members of another class, also
About a year later Matthias

Taylor was appointed

leader of the class, vice Zimri Wood, who removed
Prayer-meetings were held from house
to Trenton.
to house, and the class-meetings were kept up. The
prayerclass-leader was generally in charge of the
meetings.
Occasional meetings were held at the
school-house by one or two brethren from the Central
In 1867, Mr. Taylor removed to
Church of Trenton.
the West, and Mr. Knowles was appointed leader.
to this time other of the members had
moved away or fallen out of the class, but their
places were filled by James Greenage and wife, Levi
Kearney, and Elias Chambers and wife. The follow
Previous

ing spring several members moved out of the place,
It was about this
considerably reducing the class.
time that James Greenage was chosen leader.

In the spring of 1869, Gen. James F. Rusling, of
the State Street Methodist Episcopal Church, Trenton,
called together some of the members of the class and
" white" school-house, on Prospect
others at the
Street, and organized and became superintendent of
the first Sunday-school of Chambersburg, which was
regarded as belonging to the Ruslingville class, and
both were under charge of the Central Methodist
After a year or two the SundayChurch of Trenton.

the Messrs. Rusling, of Trenton, who had promised
A neces
to give a lot or lots upon which to erect it.
sary step was a more complete organization, which

The minute-book contains the
following entry :
" The Methodist Episcopal Society and Congrega
tion worshiping in the public school-house of Rus
lingville, in Hamilton township, Mercer Co., N. J.,
on Monday, Oct. 20, 1869, pursuant to the notice
which had been given, signed by James F. Rusling,
secretary.
The following persons were elected trus
Israel
Howell, Joseph Atwood, William S.
tees, viz. :
Yard, Alexander C. Yard, Joseph F. Kennedy,
James F. Rusling, and Reuben Kent, at which time
'
the following resolution was passed : That the said
was soon effected.

trustees be instrusted

to take upon themselves

the

name of- the trustees of the Broad Street Methodist
Episcopal Church of Hamilton township, Mercer Co.,

N.J.'"

The board of trustees was incorporated

;

William

S. Yard was chosen president, and James F. Rusling
secretary.
A committee consisting of AVilliam S.

school was discontinued, but was afterwards revived
and continued for a time at the house of Thomas

F. Rusling, and Joseph Atwood was
appointed to solicit subscriptions and attend to other
matters. There is no record of subsequent meetings

Howell.
The class continued under the leadership

of this board.
At the beginning of

The following names were then on the class-book:
J. Snyder, James Greenage, Harriet Green
age, James Harl, Reuben Kent, Elizabeth Kent, Caro
line Kent, Isaac Gibbs, Elizabeth Gibbs, William J.
Owens, Sarah Owens, Anna M. Cook, Levi Kearney,
Charity Curlin, Elizabeth Jones, Charles Jones, Melvina Greenage, Hannah Grover, Lana F. Snyder,
AVilliam

Catharine

it,

Baker,

Snyder.

In

few months, however, the two classes
the leadership of Mr. Snyder.
In
August, 1871, the place of meeting was changed to
the house of Mr. Levcrings. At this time the school
trustees refused longer to permit the school-house to
be occupied as
meeting-place, and until the follow
united

under

ing January the local preachers preached at iMr.
Howell's. By this time the people had become thor
per
oughly aware of the necessity of their having
manent place of worship of their own.
The classleader asked Rev. Richard Thorn, pastor of the
Central Church of Trenton, to dismiss the Chambersa

longer to have the meetings held at his house. At
the suggestion of Rev. Richard Thorn, pastor of the
Central Methodist Episcopal Church of Trenton, the
class met at the house of the leader. The first meeting
under Mr. Snyder's leadership was held Sept. 5, 1870.

Edith Curlin, Jacob Young, Joseph B.
AVhittock, Edward Cook, Sarah
Kearney, Amelia Pitman, Mary Levering, Jacob Os
born, John Yard, and Elizabeth Baker.
These were
added to the class, many of whose former members
returned, rendering it so large that the leader deemed
it best to divide
a portion meeting at the house of
Reuben Kent, under the leadership of Mr. Greenage,
the others continuing under the leadership of Mr.
converted:

a

J. Snyder. In the mean time another class had
been formed, and both were for a time slimly attended.
There were some who were dissatisfied with the ap
pointment of Mr. Snyder, and Reuben Kent declined

liam

1871 a revival began in the
school-house, under the preaching of Rev. George H.
Neal, aud continued against some opposition through
the month of January.
The following persons were

a

of Mr.
Greenage nearly two years and a half, during whicii
time AV. R. Owens and wife, C. Fowler, and one or
two others joined it. During the second or third
winter of Mr. Greenage's leadership, a series of meet
ings was held in the school-house by him and James
Harl, which resulted in a number of conversions,
principally among children.
Mr. Harl succeeded
Mr. Greenage as leader, and was succeeded by Wil

Yard, James
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burg members from that organization,
and permit
them to build a church and employ a preacher.
Rev.
Mr. Thorn refused to do so until the following spring,
but advised that as the term of service of the first
board of trustees had expired, notice of the election

of a new board should be given, and that the new
board, when organized, should proceed to erect a
house of worship.
The following trustees were elec
ted June 5, 1871 :

James G. West, Zimri Wood, David G. Denis, Isaac
¦Ashton, AVilliam H. Applegate, William Risdon, and
Rev. George H. Neal.
The sense of the meeting was then taken in regard
to the propriety of accepting two building lots offered
by Abner R. Chambers, and it was decided to accept
them. James G. West, Zimri Wood, and William
Risdon were appointed "to wait upon Abner R.
Chambers and James F. Rusling, for the purpose of
procuring a deed or deeds for said building lots to
Church,"
Broad Street Methodist Episcopal
and at a
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been obtained, meetings were again held in the schoolhouse. About this time the plaee of holding classmeetings was changed to the house of the leader, and
the second prayer-meeting was held at the house of
Reuben Kent by James Greenage.
In March, 1872, Rev. J. R. AVestwood was ap
pointed pastor of the Broad Street Church, in con
nection with the Homestead Church and outlying
preaching-places (to labor in connection with the
local preachers), and succeeded Mr. Snyder as classleader upon the latter's resignation.
Broad Street
Methodist Episcopal Church was now virtually estab
lished, John Parrish having been appointed steward
Regular morn
to render the organization complete.

ing and evening Sunday services were held in the
school-house.
A trustees' meeting was held at the house of Zimri
G. AVest,
i Wood, April 13, 1871, at which James
Zimri Wood, AVilliam Risdon, and AVilliam J. Sny
der were, present.
William Applegate having re
subsequent meeting it was recommended by Zimri
moved, George Henry was elected to fill his place,
AVood "that the trustees meet and make out a pro
and Charles Wilkinson was elected to fill the place of
position to be presented to the directors of the Linden
Isaac Ashton resigned.
A proposition from James

Park Land Association, who have in charge the lots
Rusling."
on the part of James F.
The following
resolution was passed by the trustees of the Broad
Street Methodist Episcopal Church, June 13, 1871 :
" Resoh-ed,Thnt the two building lots offeredby the Linden Park Land
Associationbeacceptedand a frame building electedthereon" [and] . . .
" that the wall of said building be eight feet deep,and GeorgeHenry,
William Applegate,and David G. Denis bo appointed a committeeto
building.11
estimatethe piobable costof the

June

19, 1871, a meeting was called for the purpose

of organizing the board of trustees. David G. Denis
having declined to act, William J. Snyder was chosen
in his place. Rev. George H. Neal was elected pres
ident, William J. Snyder, secretary, and James G.
Messrs. Applegate
and Henry
West, treasurer.
"reported $3700 as the cost of a building 45 feet by
recess."
60, 20-feet posts, with unfinished cellar and
Rev. George H. Neal, James G. AVest, and AVilliam
Applegate were appointed a building committee. The
amount of available subscription reported at this
thousand'
dollars.
meeting was one
plans
for a building had been adopted
After various
and reconsidered, Sept. 8, 1871, it was finally resolved

"that the building should be frame, forty-five feet
basement."
It was
front by sixty-five feet deep, with
then determined to proceed at once with the erection
of the building, and the meeting adjourned sine die,
that the building committee
have power to call the board together at any
It was ascertained that the holders of the lots

with the understanding
should

time.
were unwilling to convey them until Conference ac
knowledged the labors of the board by sending them
This was done in the following spring,
a preacher.
Preaching
when the board was duly incorporated.
was continued at the house of Mr. Howell until about
the 1st of February, 1872, when, permission having

F. Rusling was read :
" That the Linden Park Land Association
will con
vey to the trustees of the Broad Street Methodist
Episcopal Church two building lots, provided that
work on the church building be commenced by the
first day of May, 1872."
This proposition was accepted.
The • following
record appears without date in the trustees' minutebook :
" Whereas, the deedfor the first fifty-two feet from
ChestnutAvenue
westerly to the trusteesof this church, bearing date Apiil 24th,1872,is
only nominally from the Linden Park Land Association; and Mhereas,
it has beenand may be questionedas to how our church received this
property; thereforeresolved,that the said ground was given and presentedto the said church by James F. Rusling and William II. Rusling,
of the city of Trenton jointly, they having purchasedthe samefrom said
association; but said deed,at their suggestionand request,was conveyed
direct to us to savetime and cost. Resolved that the abovebe entered
on our minute-bookand made part of our record.1'

George Henry was elected to fill the place on the
building committee of William Applegate.
At a
meeting of the board of trustees held at the house of
Thomas E. Howell, April 25, 1872, at which Zimri
AVood, James G. AVest, George Henry, Charles Wil
kinson, and AVilliam I. Snyder were present, it was
" resolved that the president of
the board be author
ized to sign the agreement on behalf of the trustees
between the board and James F. Rusling and AVilliam
H. Rusling, in relation to conveyance of lots No. 39
and No. 40 of the Linden Park Land Association, and
erection of a new church." It was also resolved that
the building committee should meet for the purpose
of breaking ground for the church building.
Ground was broken and the erection of the build
Proposals for build
ing begun April 30th following.
ing were advertised for in the daily papers of Trenton.
Three proposals were received, and one made by
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Messrs. Parrish & Burdsall was accepted. Pursuant
thereto this firm engaged to erect the church for three
thousand four hundred and sixty dollars, of which
two thousand dollars was to be paid in cash at the
dedication, the balance to be secured by mortgage
and paid one year thereafter.
At the annual election of trustees, held at the house
of Reuben Kent, June 3, 1872, the following persons

Wilkinson,
Levi Kearney,
Zimri AVood, and Charles Parrish. Zimri Wood was
elected president of the board, Charles Wilkinson,
secretary, and Rev. J. R. AVestwood, treasurer.
The church edifice was completed and dedicated
Rev.'
J. R. Westwood
in 1872. Since the removal of
were elected : Reuben
George Shebbard,

Kent,

Charles

Hoffman,

the church has had several successive pastors or min
The present pastor is Rev. C. R.
isterial supplies.
The trustees are Samuel Stead, William Day
Smith.
ton, J. W. Tonkin, James Peak, G. D. Sortor, James

Harl, and Anthony Archer.
The Hamilton Avenue Methodist Episcopal
Church. — This church is an offshoot of the State
A
Street Methodist Episcopal Church of Trenton.
society was organized and an appointment on the
Trenton Circuit constituted at the house of George R.

Whittaker, by Rev. John R. Westwood, March 22,
1872.
The constituent members were the following :
Moses Golding, Elizabeth Golding, Richard Jackson,
AVilliam Gagg, Mary Gagg, James G. West, Martha
West, Joseph McClanen, Rebecca A. McClanen, Alice
Tantum, and Emoneline Robbins.
On Tuesday evening, March 28,1872, a meeting was
held at the house of George R. AVhittaker, at which
persons were elected trustees:
the following-named
Moses Golding, Charles Care, James G. West, George
R. AVhittaker, AVilliam Gagg, John H. Whittaker,
and Richard Jackson.
The trustees were authorized

to purchase of Albert

H. Whittaker,

for two thousand five hundred dollars,
a lot on the southeast corner of Hamilton Avenue
and Hudson Street, and steps were at once taken to
wards the erection of a house of worship. The corner
stone was laid by Rev. D. AV. Bartine, assisted by
Rev. Thomas Hanlon, D.D. The church was com
pleted the following winter, and the first regular ser

vice was held therein Jan. 13, 1873, by Rev. J. R.
Westwood. It was dedicated by Rev. John H. Heisler,

March 2, 1873.
The house of worship is

brick structure, and is
valued with the lot at ten thousand dollars. The par
sonage, also of brick, located on Hudson Street, adja
cent to the church, was built in 1881 at a cost of
a

two thousand dollars.

The first stationed pastor was Rev. J. F. Heilenman,
who was appointed in March, 1875, and remained
until 1877, when he was succeeded by Rev. James
Lavelle, who resigned at the expiration of four
months.

Rev. Francis M. Collins became pastor in
until the close of 1878.

October, 1877, and remained

The next pastor, Rev. J. G. Reed, was appointed in
the spring of 1879, and served until March, 1881,
when he gave place to the present pastor, Rev.
Charles F. Garrison.
The church had a membership of one hundred and
sixty-nitfe in March, 1882, and was officered as follows :
Trustees, Richard Jackson, Thomas Cheatle, John D.
Hingsley, Hamlet Smith, and Robert Deelans. Stew
ards, Isaac N. Housen, Charles W. Beatty, Michael
McGovern, William Burton, and Garret S. Otis.
The Sunday-school in connection with this church
was organized Jan. 12, 1873, with James G. AVest as
superintendent.
The present superintendent is Moses
Golding. The membership is two hundred and ten,
and the library contains three hundred volumes.
The Calvary Baptist Church. —The house of wor
ship of this church is a Gothic wooden building, at
the corner of Clinton and Annie Streets.
The lot on
which it stands measures one hundred and fifty feet
The erection of the building was
by one hundred.
begun May 16, 1868, and it was completed and ded
icated May 16, 1869, by Rev. Stillwell Smith, assisted
by Rev. T. S. Griffith. The church property is valued
at ten thousand dollars.

During its earlier history Calvary Church was con
nected with the First Baptist Church of Trenton.
In
the fall of 1871, Rev. Thorne was appointed a mis
sionary in charge of this and the Clinton Avenue
Sept. 10, 1874,
missions, remaining until iu 1872.
sixty members of the First Baptist Church of Tren
ton organized themselves into ;i church, to be known
as the Calvary Baptist Church of Chambersburg, with
Joseph Hamer, Thomas Golding, and John Scammell
as deacons, and J. C. English, Matthias Schenck,
James Butterworth, Henry Everenham, AVilliam H.
Slack, Reese Reese, and George Seiner as trustees.
The first stated pastor was Rev. Matthias Johnston,
who came in September, 1874, and remained until
1876, when he resigned.
May 19, 1877, Rev. Frank
F. Spencer was called. He remained until Oct. 20,

L. H. Copeland, began
his labors December 22d following, serving until May
The present pastor, Rev. AVilliam H. Bur29, 1881.
lew, has been in charge since November, 1881.
1880, and his successor, Rev.

April 1, 1882, the church had a membership of two
hundred, and was officered as follows: Trustees, Eli
Greenwood, Robert Wheeling, AVilliam Burroughs,

John Scammell, John AVeldy, Jacob Rue, and Wil
liam H. Prediger; Deacons, John Overton, Joseph
Hamer, John Martindell ; Clerk, J. R. English.
The Chapel of Our Lady of Lourdes.— The Catho
lics of Chambersburg organized a church in 1874,
whicii consisted of twenty-five families.
April 25, 1875, a lot on Chestnut Avenue was pur
chased of Charles Ribsam for six thousand seven hun
dred dollars.
The corner-stone of the chapel of Our
Lady of Lourdes was laid by Rev. Anthony Schmidt,
of Trenton. The building was completed and blessed
by Bishop Corrigan, of Newark, in 1875.
The value
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of the church property, including the Roman Catho
College and five acres of land upon which the
chapel and the college building, a large brick struc
ture, stand, is thirty-five thousand dollars.
The Roman Catholic College was opened for the
purpose of educating young men who wished to unite
with the order of Franciscans.
The number of stu
dents in 1882 was ten.
The church and college have been from the first
under the care of Rev. Peter Jachetti, who was in
strumental in organizing the church, building the

lic

chapel, and establishing

the Franciscan

College.

St. John's Church of the Evangelical Associa
tion. — This church was organized July 10, 1881, with
the following members : August Markhofer and wife,
Henry Wahrenann and wife, Frederick Everhart and
wife, John Thaler and wife, John Seib and wife,
Frederick John Wittenbourn, John Herman, Gott
fried Steinbricker, August Gutzman and wife, Fred
erick Petry, Adolph Statte and wife, Frederick Jacob
Burgner and wife, Peter Schneider and wife, Gottfried
Beiswanger and wife, Catharine Weil, Barbara Kock,
Sophia Barkholz, Maryn Barkholz, Charlotte Kroh,
and Daniel Schnebel and wife.

The first trustees were Henry Wahremann, Fred
Petry, Frederick J. Wittenbourn, G. Beiswan
ger, and Adam Stolte. The first stewards were Fred
erick Everhart, August Markhofer, and Henry Wah
erick

remann.

In October, 1881, a lot at the corner of Jennie and
Adeline Streets was purchased for eight hundred dol
lars, and the erection of a church edifice is (April 1,
1882) in progress, which will cost about six thousand
dollars.

The first preacher of the Evangelical Association
who held meetings in Chambersburg was Rev. Joseph
Yeakel, presiding elder of the Atlantic Conference of
The present and first
the Evangelical Association.
regular pastor is Rev. Daniel Schnebel, whose pas
torate began May 22, 1881.
The membership of St. John's Church in March,
1882, was forty-seven.

June 5, 1881, a Sunday-school was organized with
thirty-five members. The membership has since in
creased to seventy-five. The superintendent from the
first has been Rev. Daniel Schnebel.
The Mercer County News was established in 1 873

by John W. Moody, its present editor and proprietor.

office was opened at AUentown, and a paper
was issued there under the name of the AUentown
Times, which later was consolidated with the Mercer
County News, under the title of the Mercer County
News and Allentown Times, which is a five-column,
eight-page paper, devoted to local and general inter

A branch

It

is published

weekly at 801 Broad Street by
Elliott
editor and proprietor,
Moody, assistant editor, and has a paying and in
creasing patronage.
Hotels.— The Chambersburg Hotel, at the corner
ests.

John W. Moody,

49
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of Broad and Coleman Streets, was erected by Abner
Chambers in 1878, and is now kept by David Haas.
The Hamilton Avenue and Clinton Street House
of Anthony Kuhn was built in 1878, and has since
In the third story of
been kept by the proprietor.
Fellows' Hall.
this hotel is the Odd-

In

various parts of the borough there are numerous
houses of entertainment, variously known as saloons,
restaurants, gardens, and hotels. These have grown
up largely under the patronage of the German ele
ment in the population, which is considerable.
Educational. — The late and rapid growth which
characterizes all of the prominent interests of Cham
bersburg has been manifested in its educational his

Until 1876 one school-house, now re
tory as well.
" Old School," though it is said to
ferred to as the
have been little more than thirty years in existence,

accommodated all of those who attended the public
school in the village.
This is known as the "Cham
bersburg"
building, and stands at the corner of Wood
land and Prospect Streets. In 1876 the " Centennial'
school building, on Prospect Street, between Bayard
and Butler, was erected. The Hamilton building, at
the corner of the Pond Run road and AVilliam Street,
was built in 1880.

The statistics of the schools of Chambersburg in
Amount of apportionment from
State appropriation,
including two-mill tax and
$100,000, $4906.65 ; amount of district school tax voted
for payment of teachers' salaries, $2543.35 ; amount
of district school tax voted to be used for building,
purchasing, hiring, repairing, or furnishing public
school-houses, $5500 ; total amount of district school
1880 were as follows :

tax ordered to be raised, $8043.35 ; total amount re
ceived from all sources for public school purposes,
$12,950 ; value of school property, $25,000 ; number

of children of the school age, 1650; number enrolled
in the school register, 830 ; estimated number who
attended private schools, 293 ; estimated number who
attended no school, 374; teachers employed, one male
at a monthly salary of $83.33, and fifteen females at
an average monthly salary of $37.50.
Theischool

board is organized as follows: Frank B.
George R. Whittaker, clerk;

Alexander, president;
and William Leip.
The instructors are

as follows, the principal of the
Centennial School being the principal of the schools
of the borough :

Centennial School.— George H. Voorhees, principal ;
Lydia A. Bottoms, first assistant ; Annie B. Smith,
second assistant; Annie H. Hibbs, Annie M. Severs,
Mary E. Hayes, and Lillie D. Yates, teachers.
Chambersburg School. — Mrs. Carrie A. Bastedo, viceprincipal; Ella W. Bunting, assistant; Jennie Hutch
inson, Cora M. Boyd, Ella H. Matlack, and Miss
Wyckoff, teachers.
Hamilton School. — Ella Schermerhorn, vice-princi
pal; Joanna M. Krumholtz and Misses Kum and
Meserall, teachers.
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Lodges and Societies.— Lodge No. 91, K. of P.—
This lodge was instituted Nov. 25, 1873, with the fol
lowing-named charter members and officers : William
Hammell, P. C. ; John Bates, C. C. ; Howell Scarborough, V. C. ; Oliver H. Knowles, P. ; John Pat
tison, M. at A. ; James Crocket, I. G. ; John M. Errickson, 0. G. ; Ernest Volk, M. of F., and K. of R.
and S.

The officers in March, 1882, were William Scrogie,
P. C. ; Charles- H. Wood, C. C. ; Albert S. Weiss, V.
C. ; William Holt, P. ; George E. Hughes, M. at A. ;
Uriah Smith, I. G. ; Ralph Eastwood, M. of E. ; John
W. Moody, M. of F., and K. of R. and S.
The lodge now numbers forty-eight members and
meets in Lovett's Hall, at the corner of Clinton and
Jennie Streets.
Lodge No. 109, O. U. A. M— In September, 1874,
this lodge was organized with thirty-five charter mem
bers.

The following officers were elected

: Augustus

Bailey, C. ; Edward McFall, V. C. ; Jacob Millick,
S. ; John Wilson, T. ; Holloway Young, Sr. Ex-C. ;

William Taber, Jr. Ex-C.
The membership in March,

1882, was forty,, and the
officers were as follows : Charles McClaskey, C. ; H.
R. Haven, V. C. ; John Kershaw, S. ; Cyrus Parks,
Sr. Ex-C. ; Charles W. Parish, Jr. Ex-C. ; William

Henry Condt and Henry Nailer, Exs. ; Garret Otis, T.
Meetings are held Monday evenings in Lovett's Hall.
St. Anthony's

thony's

Beneficial

Ill,

Modoc Tribe, No.
I. O. R. M —This organi
zation was instituted Sept. 9, 1873, with twentyeight charter members, and the following officers
were elected : William Schmelzeizen,
P. ; Christian
Schmidt, O. C. ; Frederick Bidlingmuer, U. C. ;
George Brack, B. C. ; George Mehlburger, Sec. ; John
Metzger, Treas. The lodge meets Tuesday evening in
Lovett's Hall.
The membership in April, 1882, was
sixty-two, and the officers were as follows : Girodon

Van Loppen, P. ; Charles Schmidt, O. C. ; John Fuch,
U. C. ; George Erb, B. C. ; George Muhlenberger, Sec. ;
M. Johnson, Treas.
The Mutual Fire Department. —The Mutual Fire
Department of Chambersburg was incorporated in
The first officers were Isaac Rouner, presi
1876.
dent ; James Wallace, secretary ; William Donnelly,
treasurer ; David Haas, chief. The company consists
of thirty-five active volunteer members. The enginehouse is located at the corner of Clinton and Annie
Streets. The department is provided with a Denison
steamer, manufactured in Newark, and purchased by
the borough at a cost of three thousand six hundred
dollars, and eight hundred feet of hose.
The following were the officers of the department
in April, 1882: Samuel W; Foster, president; George
R. Bergen, secretary; Augustus Reidle, treasurer;
and Charles Howard, chief.

Society.— St. An

Society was organized in June,
1876, with about twenty members. It now has a mem
bership of forty-two, meeting regularly on the first
Monday in the month at a school-house on Chestnut
Avenue.
The first officers were as follows : Charles
Joenig, president; Joseph Scheimell, vice-president;
Beneficial

Charles Schueler,

secretary;

Henry Franzoni, treas

urer.

In March, 1882, the following officers were serving:
David Haas, president; Joseph French, vice-presi
dent ; William Paine, secretary ; B. Koch, treasurer.
Members are entitled to a stipulated allowance per
week during illness, and a funeral benefit is due each
member.

Mercer Lodge, No. 34, 1. O. O. F. — Mercer Lodge
of the Independent Order of Odd-Fellows was insti
tuted March 25, 1881, with the following charter
members: Theodore Hunt, Enoch Coffin, George R.
Morse, John M. Errickson, Elmer Bowers, and Wil
liam Hartman. The following principal officers were
chosen : William Hartman, N. G. ; Elmer Bowers V.
G. ; John M. Errickson, S. ; Theodore Hunt, T. ;
John Van Fleet, C.
In March, 1882, the lodge was officered as follows :
John M. Errickson, N. G.; Enoch Coffin, V. G. ;
Morris Suffridge, S. ; Theodore Hunt, T. ; John Van
Fleet, C.
The membership is fifty. Meetings are held Friday
evenings in Odd-Fellows' Hall, at the corner of Clin
ton Street and Hamilton Avenue.

CHAPTER LXV.
EAST

WINDSOR

TOWNSHIP.

Description.—

Situation and
East Windsor is the
most easterly of the townships of Mercer County.
The greatest length of this township is about seven
miles.
Its greatest width is about five and one-half
miles.
The surface is generally level, but in some
parts slightly undulating.
The soil is
well
cultivated,

and

in most portions

light,

very productive.
The township contains about ten thousand acres of
improved land, and a small amount of
swamp land,
which is rapidly being redeemed by a thorough sys
tem of drainage.

The Amboy Branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad
the township in a nearly north and south di
rection, forming a junction near Hightstown with
the Pemberton and Hightstown Railroad.
crosses

Settlement. —At this time it is impossible to state
the name of the first white settler within the present
borders of the township, and the date and site of the
first settlement are likewise unascertainable.
The fol
lowing paragraphs are believed, however, to contain

all that is now known of the early settlement of East
Windsor, research having been made carefully and
thoroughly among all known authorities.
To the
published and verbal statements of Joseph
J. Ely
J. R. Norton, R. M. J. Smith, and others the his
torian is indebted for much of what follows.

All three were buried beside him. His
They were twelve in
first wife only had children.
number, named as follows: John, Richard, Phebe,
Mary, William, Joshua, Isaac, Allison, Phebe (a
second of the name), Joseph, Isaac (a second of the
28, 1729.

a

month
name), and George, who was born only about
mother's
death.
his
before
Most of the descendants of John Ely, the oldest
son1 of the settler John Ely, live in other States
than New Jersey. Except as regards the descendants

stone township

(Monmouth

County)

it

is

it

a

of Richard, the next son, we have no data concerning
rule,
the family. It seems the pioneer established
an
furnished
example,
had
which
he
of
in the keeping
that none of his sons should marry until they had
said
was
arrived at the age of twenty-five, and
grew
and
married.
who
them
up
of
all
observed by
Richard married Jemima Lee when he was nearly
thirty. He owned and lived upon the tract in Mill
now occupied

a

is

a

which
by Mr. Donald in part, one hundred acres of
Wright. He cleared
the farm of Capt. Jefferson
"grubbed"
spot in thetimber there for his house, and
more
out the roots of the trees where that and

4,

;

(5) Isaac Ely,
(6) Phebe, born
Daniel Duncan, former owner

Nov.
1774, married
of Plainsboro' mills.

(7) Jemima, born Mny 12,
Joseph Ely, born Oct. 17,
1782, died May
1854, leaving four children, — Ann,
since deceased, wife of Abijah L. Chamberlin, de
1777,

young.

died

(8)

J. Ely, Elijah Ely, and Belinda, wife
H. Mount, deceased.
(9) Aaron Ely was
the father of Joseph H. Ely and Richard A. Ely,
both deceased, and of Jemima Ann Ely and Mrs.
Maria J. Bowne, of Cranbury, and Mrs. Mary Reed,
of Englishtown, and grandfather of John V. Ely and
of Aaron Ely, of Hightstown.
Another large tract of land early taken up in the
township was that often referred to as the Hutchin
son tract. It was surveyed to AVilliam Hutchinson,
a justice of the peace under the crown and govern
ment of England by governmental authority, and
ceased; Joseph

of Hon.

AV.

thus described:
"All the land bounded
easterly by or near the Earl of Perth's patent (at the
corner of the farm now1 owned by Mr. AVeslcy Sill),
and bounded northerly by Rocky Brook, and extend
has been

ing westerly to, at or about the farm now owned
by Thomas Mount (son of Hiram Mount, deceased),
and extending southerly also to the Ely tract, at or
about the property now3 owned by Abijah J. Chamlin." It included the site of that portion of Hights
town borough lying south of Rocky Brook.
Hutch
2

His second wife was Sarah AV orford. His
third wife was Deborah Hammell, who was born May
24, 1756.

R. Ely, resident near Hightstown.
born April
1773, died young.

inson and a brother came to America from England,
probably in the seventeenth century.
His wife was
Ann Simpson, who was born March 17, 1699, and

died Jan.
1801, having lived in three centuries to
the age of one hundred and one years, nine months,
and seven days, retaining her faculties to the last,
said, to thread a needle or read
having been able,
without spectacles in her one hundred and first year.

This family have been remarkable
1807.

Ibid.

for longevitv.
8

is

it

In religion he adhered to the Church of Eng
suits.
said of him that he held the use of to
land, and
bacco in uncommon abhorrence, an aversion which
has been transmitted, curiously enough, to some of
his descendants.
John Ely was three times married. His first wife,
Phebe Allison, was born Jan. 27, 1712, and died Aug.

town
and three daughters, — Mrs. Wicoff, Mrs. Miller, and
Mrs. Grace Schuyler.
(4) Samuel Ely (named after
Samuel Lee), was the father of Richard S., Thomas,
and Abijah Ely (all dead), and grandfather of Samuel

is

a

five months and ten days, and was interred as he had
practical surveyor, but seems to
desired.
He was
have devoted much of his time to agricultural pur

William

'¦

of Assanpink and Rocky Brooks.
He died March 11, 1795, aged eighty-seven years

of
Richard Norton, deceased
Norton, Sr., long resident near Hights
and of Joshua, Isaac, and Daniel D. Norton

the much-esteemed

it

When old age admonished him that he was
soon to die, he directed that he should be buried
under a sweet apple-tree on his tract, and so situated
as to mark the dividing line between the water-sheds

son, Theodore Y. Ely. (3) Mary, born Nov. 16 or 11,
1767, married John Norton, and was the mother of

5,

of it.

Robert Hutchinson, of Milford, well known for many
years as a Methodist preacher who traveled exten
sively.
1764, lived at
(2) John Ely, born Dec.
Milford, and owned the farm later of his great-grand

5,

it,

or fourteen hundred acres, and located upon
and
as his sons grew up settled some of them on portions

The
were held in Richard Ely's house and barn.
children of this couple were nine in number:
She married
(1) Sarah was born Feb. 13, 1763.

4,

and being pleased there

with, purchased, in the first instance, some thirteen

Richard and Jemima
modern dwelling were built.
Ely were among the first Methodists in their neigh
borhood, and the early regular Methodist meetings

;

it,

he came and looked at

7f>7

5,

There is a ridge of land three or four miles in
situated partly in what is now Millstone
township (Monmouth County), and partly in East
Windsor. It runs in nearly a straight line, in a west
erly direction, from the farm of Hon. George J. Ely,
across the farms of Joseph A. Ely, John G. Mount,
Daniel M. Davison, John Ewart, Jefferson AVright,
Isaac L. Davison, Joshua R. Norton, and Enoch A.
Ely, to the Old York road. John Ely, who was born
Oct. 1, 1707, at or soon after arriving at his majority
became the owner of a large portion of the farms
over which this ridge extends. He had been about
to purchase a tract of land in what is now Lawrence
township, but hearing of this tract near Hightstown,

length,
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Joseph Hutchinson, son of AVilliam and Ann Hutch
inson (very frequently and justly called Father Hutch
inson), lived on the William R. Hutchinson place.
He was a very exemplary and pious man, and be
tween 1780 and 1790 was one of the very small num
ber who formed the old Methodist class in Milford,
and the history of the old Hutchinson family is
identified with the early history of Methodism in
AVilliam
Hutchinson,
this part of the country.
and Ann, lived on the
son of AVilliam
Daniel P. Hutchinson place, and had four sons, who
became Methodist preachers, viz.: Revs. Ezekiel,
Robert, Sylvester, and Aaron Hutchinson, all of
whom have been dead many years. The former re
moved to Ohio a long time prior to his death.
another

The children

of William

and Ann

Hutchinson

numbered thirteen, and the latter was grandmother,
to
great-grandmother, and great-great-grandmother
three hundred and seventy-five persons.
Five of

their children were sons and eight were daughters.
From the latter have sprung numerous families bear
ing the names of Tindall, in the neighborhood of
Hamilton Square; English and Laird, about Englishtown; Ely, AVilson, Moore, Taylor, and others, in
the vicinity of Hightstown ; and Rinnan, Bennett,
and others, of New Brunswick.
The marriages into
families of these names took place about a hundred
years ago.
With later generations came the names
of Cubberly, Dey, Moore, Taylor, James, Hartman,
and others, and now, besides., hundreds of Hutchinsons in the vicinity, the descendants of AVilliam and
Ann Hutchinson may be found in almost every fam
ily in the section. Although only a little more than
years have elapsed
one hundred and eighty-three
since the birth of Ann Hutchinson, her descendants
are numbered by thousands.
Among these long well
known as residents on the old Hutchinson tract may
be mentioned

William

R. Hutchinson, Daniel P.

and the late ex-State
Hutchinson,
carrick M. Smith.

Treasurer

Res-

Three brothers named John, AVilliam, and Joshua
from England to America at an
John
Norton, who was born Dec. 20,
early date.
1725, owned and occupied the Daniel D. Norton farm,

•Norton emigrated

and in 1802 was thrown from a load of hay, sustain
ing injuries which resulted fatally, and was buried in
He had seven children,
the old Ely burying-ground.
viz.: (1) William, born in 1750, who never married.

Joshua, born in 1752, who married Lydia Combs,
daughter of Thomas Combs.
(3) Theodosia, born in
1755, who never married.
(4) Sarah, born in 1756,
who never married.
(5) Grace, born in 1759, who
never married. (6) John Norton, Jr., born March 26,
1761, who married Mary, daughter of Richard Ely.

. (2)

(7) Hannah, who never married.
From Joshua and John Norton,

Jr.,

are descended

all of the numerous Nortons in this section. Joshua
Norton and his wife, Lydia Combs, had six children,
as follows: Sarah, Ann, Joshua, Hannah, John, and

William. (1) Sarah married Joseph Anderson, of
Bucks County, Pa. Their children numbered ten, as
follows : Lydia Ann, who married Isaac Parsons, of
Bucks County, Pa., and had seven children named
Elwood, Sarah, Mary, Charles, Alfred, Elizabeth, and
Rose; John Anderson, who married a Miss Green,
and had five children named Daniel, Charles, AVil
liam, Henrietta, and Josephine; Sarah, Joshua, and
Charles, who all died young ; AVilliam, a bachelor, of
Morrisville, Pa. ; Mary and Hannah, who both died
young; Josiah, who married Prudence M. Anderson,
and after her death Anna Tyler Dwyer ; and Henri
etta, unmarried in 1877, and living at Morrisville, Ph.,
with her brother William.
(2) Ann married Joseph
Hill, of Trenton, and had a daughter, Lydia Ann,
who married William C. Anderson of that city.
(3)
Joshua married Hannah Condon, settled in Hope
well, and had five children : William C, a tailor, who
married Sarah Melton, and settled in AUentown,
N. J., and had six children named Mary, Annie,
Sallie, Albert, Howard, and Walter; Phebe, second
wife of William C. Hutchinson, who had no chil
dren ; and Sarah, Mary, Elizabeth, and Theodore.
(4) Hannah married Charles Hunt, near Titusville,

and had no children.
(5) John settled on the manor
farm on the south side of the Trenton und White
Horse road. He married Ann Vanschaick, and had
four children, — Oscar, who married in Philadelphia;
Amanda, who married Gerardus Laning, of Phila
delphia, and had four children ; Holmes, who married
and settled in Passaic; Julia, a resident at Trenton.
(6) AVilliam Norton married Sarah Hughes, daugh
ter of John Hughes, and settled on part of the home
stead farm on the south side of the Trenton and White
Horse road.

By this marriage he had eleven children,

follows: (1) Margaret Norton married William C.
Hutchinson, near Sandtown.
They had four chil
dren, named Jeanette, Mary, Lydia, and Kate.
(2)
Sarah Ann, married Joseph C. Hill, and settled in
Trenton.
They have two sons named Frank and AValas

(3) George AV. married Amanda Lee, and had
two children, Josephine, who married Harry Hughes,
of Hamilton Square, and John, who married a daugh
ter of Samuel Smith, of Lawrence.
(4) Emeline
married Amos Lee and settled near Hamilton Square.
They had eight children, viz., Emogene, who died un
married, Albert, Eli, Naomi, Amanda, Bessie, and
Joseph (died young).
(5) Joshua Norton
married

ter.

Emeline Clark, of Trenton, who died after bearing
him one daughter, named Jennie.
His second wife
was Mary Jaue Hill, by whom he had
children,
named Lydia, George AV., and AVilliam.
Han
(6)

nah married David Lee and settled near Hamilton
Square.
They had three daughters, named Sallie.
Mary, and Belle.
(7) Eliza married Joshua Cole
man and located in Trenton.
She had four children,

Arrietta, Linda, Ella, and Fred. F.
(8) Lydia mar
ried John Tilton and settled in Trenton.
Their chil
dren numbered eight, as follows: Virginia, who mar-
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Elwood T. Carson, of Carson's mill, and had
four children, named Cora, Irwin, Ada, and Bertha;
Isabella, who married Clark AV. Hendrickson, a resi
dent near Crosswicks, aud had no children ; Mary
Anna, who married Joseph Appleton and had two
ried

children, named George C. and Bertha; Edgar, who
died young; Sarah Elizabeth, Albert, and William
H, unmarried, and George AV., who died young.
(9) AVilliam married Hannah, daughter of Nathan
M. Hendrickson, located in Trenton and had three
children, named Ida, Emma, and Clarence, and two
others who died in childhood.
William Norton was
married a second time, to Henrietta, daughter of
Samuel Hill, and had two daughters, named Mary
and Belle; the former married Hethcoat Becraft and
located at Oceanville Mills.
John Norton, Jr., the only child of John Norton,
Sr., who married, except Joshua Norton, had by his
wife Mary, daughter of Richard Ely, nine children :
'
I. Ann Norton, deceased, who married Arthur
Wyckoff, deceased, and had four children, viz. : (1)
John Wyckoff died a bachelor in 1850, aged thirtyfive years; (2) Ely AVyckoff married Catharine Har
den, deceased, daughter of Abel Harden, deceased,
settled at Pittsburgh, Pa., and had children.
(3) Wil
"Squire"
liam AVyckoff married 'Sarah, daughter of
Thomas Potts, near Cranbury, and had four children,
named Thomas W., Charles, Isaac N., and Elizabeth
A. (4) Norton Wyckoff married a Reynolds for his
first wife.
His second wife was Bridget McEneneyi
who bore him one child, named Maggie N.
II. Richard Norton, who died in 1855,

married

Ellen Wyckoff, who died in 1877, and had seven chil
dren, viz.. (1) John Norton, born Dec. 27, 1815, and
Wyckoff Norton
died unmarried, June 17, 1848.
(2)
married Frances, daughter of John Edwards, of Pros
pect Plains, and settled on the Abijah Ely farm, near
Milford. They had seven children, named
, who
died in 1863, aged seven, Richard W., Nellie, Stanton
W., Charles T., Mary L., and Tracy H. (3) William
R. Norton married Mary E. Taylor, daughter of AVil
son Taylor, deceased, a resident near Hightstown, and
settled on the Job's Mill property.
They had four
children, named George W., Ella W. (deceased in
1857), Mary S. (died young), and Albert M.
(4)
Joshua Norton married Harriet Ann Field, daughter
of Elijah Field, of Upper Freehold, Monmouth
County,

and settled

Hightstown.

on

the homestead farm, near

Their children were Richard (died in
infancy in 1859), Henry A., of Massachusetts, Lydia
(died, aged thirteen, in 1877).
(5) James, who mar
ried Ada R. Carnahan and settled in Seneca County,
N. Y. (6) Charles M. Norton married Lydia Slack,
(a daughter of Peter Slack, a resident near Hights
Their children are Dr.
town), who died in 1877.
Horace G. Norton, of Monmouth County, who mar
ried Mrs. Emma A. Johnson, and Washington
I.
Norton, of Hightstown.
(7) Mary Norton lives at
Hightstown, unmarried.
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III. William Norton married Elizabeth Cunning
ham, and lives at Hightstown.
IV. Grace Norton married Aaron Schuyler, and is
She had two children: (1) Susan Schuyler
dead.
married George Embley, and lives in Illinois, and has
nine children.
(2) John Schuyler married Lydia,

daughter of Adolphus Buckelew, of Cranbury.
Their
children, Aaron and Nellie, live near Milford.
V. Joshua Norton married Sarah Cox, and died in

1834.
He had four children, viz.: (1) Mary Ann
Norton married Charles AVyckoff
(2) Harriet died
Joshua
C. Norton
single, aged twenty, in 1847.
(3)
married Amanda
AVright, daughter of Jefferson
Wright, near Milford. They have three children, —
Frank, Sallie, and Linsey D. (4) John Norton lives
near Milford, unmarried.
VI. Mary Norton married AVilson Miller. They
have four children: (1) Mary Elizabeth married
Enoch Johnes. They have children,
(2) Sarah Ann
married George Peppier, deceased, of Recklesstown.
parents.
(3) John Miller is single, living with his
near
(4) Harriet Ann married Enoch Brown, and lives

Clarksburg.

VII. Isaac Norton, unmarried, lives near Hights
town with his brother AVilliam.
VIII. Daniel D. Norton married Almira Thompson,
and had nine children : (1) Mary Amanda, deceased,

Joseph H. Blauvelt, deceased.
Their son,
C. Blauvelt, is well known in Hightstown.
(2) William C. Norton, cashier of the Central National
Bank of Hightstown, married Mary Elizabeth Steward,
daughter of Samuel Steward, deceased, of
deceased,
married
Charles

N. J. (3) Elizabeth Norton, deceased,
married B. T. Steward, deceased, located at Yardville
Station, and had children named Samuel, Caroline,
Daniel, and William. (4) Helen A. Norton resides
Yardville,

(5) Isaac D. Norton
Elizabeth Stryker, daughter of John B.
Stryker, near Six-Mile Run, isa coal dealer in Hights
town, and has one daughter named Carrie. (6) Almira
died unmar
died, aged four, in 1856.
(7) Caroline
Richard
D. Norton
ried in 1877.
Ella
and
(8)
(9)
reside with their father.
Nicholas Britton was an early settler, and died about
a hundred years ago. Some of his descendants became

with

her father, unmarried.

married

well known.
Andrew Forman located. in what is now East AVindsor township, in the latter part of the eighteenth cen
tury, about two miles north of Hightstown, on the
road leading to Dutch Neck, where he purchased a
tract of land and engaged in farming.
His children

Aaron, Archibald, Mary, Phebe, and
Ussillia.
His first wife was a
(1) Lewis was married twice.
Miss Allen, his second was Mary Updyke. He lo
cated near his father and reared a family.
His chil
dren were William, James, Gordon, and Archibald.
William married Mary Gordon, and removed to the
James married a Miss Conover
AVest, where he died.

were Lewis,
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and located

near Cranbury, in Middlesex County,
Gordon went to New York while

where he died.

young, and died there. Archibald married a Miss
Stout and settled on the old homestead, and had one
son and two daughters.
Both of the latter are dead.
(2) Aaron married Elizabeth Fisher and located
about two miles from Hightstown, and was a wellknown farmer. His children were Randall, AVilliam,
Enoch, Aaron, and Delilah. Randall married Hattie
Hammell, and located near his father. AVilliam was
drowned when young.
Enoch removed to New York
and married there, having no children.
Aaron also
removed from the vicinity. Delilah married AVilliam
Cubberly and located at Hamilton Square.
(3) Archibald married Rebecca Hubbard and lived
near his father.
His children were Runey R., Nelson
L., Spafford G., Amy, and Rachel. Runey R, mar
ried Patience Ward in 1844.
His second wife, Han
nah Hutchinson, died in 1881. He became a mer
chant at Hightstown.
His children are James, Mary,
Runey R., Jr., and Spafford G. Nelson L. married
Ann Conover and located at Cranbury, Middlesex
County, and engaged in farming.
His children were
AVilliam, Selah J., Cornelia, Catharine, and Sarah.
Spafford G. died unmarried at Hightstown. Amy mar
ried Richard Early and went AVest. Rachel married
Jonathan Hutchinson and lives at Windsor.
(4) Mary married Thomas Allen and settled on the

Old York road, about
Her children

town.

a mile and a

half from Hights

Margaret, Sarah, Keziah,
and Enos. Margaret married Hiram Mount, a farmer
at Perrineville, Monmouth County.
Sarah married
Rev. John Seger, a Baptist preacher, of Hightstown.
were

Keziah died unmarried.
Enos was twice married,
first to a Miss Perrine, and a second time to a Miss
Cunningham.
He lived near his father formerly, and
is now a resident of Hightstown.
(5) Phebe married Charles Allen, and lived about a
mile from her father, and had children named George,
Hiram, Elijah, Forman, and Delilah. George died
when a young man ; Hiram lives in Newark ; Elijah
and Forman live in Princeton ; Delilah married James

Keller, and located at Milford.
(6) Ussillia married Tliomas South, and located
about half a mile from Hightstown. She had sons,
Forman, Abijah, and Aaron. Forman, a farmer,
married a Miss Hammell.
Abijah removed to the
West and there died. Aaron died unmarried.
Probably as early as 1750, Joseph Giberson located
in East Windsor, as now bounded, and married

Christiana Sutton, who owned a large tract of land
about half a mile from Hightstown, on the Freehold
road. His children were Benjamin, Gilbert, Eliza
beth, Orfery, Sarah, Charles, and Joseph,
(1) Benjamin died unmarried.

Jr.

(2) Gilbert married Lydia Roselle, and located
at Hightstown, but soon afterward removed to Prince
ton. His children were Margaret, Benjamin, Eme
line, and Elizabeth.
None remained in the countv.

(3) Elizabeth married a man named South, and re
moved to Virginia.
She reared a large family.
Orfery,
and (6) Charles died unmar
Sarah,
(4)
(5)
ried, at Hightstown.
(7) Joseph, Jr., married Hannah Dancer, and set
tled at Hightstown, where he was a carpenter.
His
children were named Christiana, Daniel, Mary, Ken
neth, Joseph, John, and Elizabeth. Christiana died
unmarried ; Daniel died in Kentucky ; Mary married

Elijah Wall, and lives in the township ; Kenneth died
; Joseph and John removed to California ;

unmarried

Elizabeth, unmarried, lives on the homestead.
Empty Box Brook formed the southern boundary
of the Giberson tract. This tract was forfeited in the
Revolutionary war, because its owners adhered to the
cause of Great Britain. It was owned by Abijah L.
William Holman, and Lawrence Til
Chamberlain,
ton a few years ago. The present proprietors are exSheriffs Charles Allen and Francis Riley.
James Sutton was an early settler in the township,
and a land-owner

under a grant from George

III.

Another early comer and land-owner was William
Keenan,

who took up a considerable

tract.

Henry Applegate, an Englishman, settled in East
Windsor township when it was comparatively a wil
derness, purchasing a tract of land about 1750 on
Rocky Brook, near Hightstown. He married Leo
Wilson, and had children named Siah and Asher.
The former served in tbe Revolution, and fell at the
battle of Quebec ; Asher married Sarah Higbee, and
settled on the old homestead.
His children were
Henry, Delilah, Leo, Abijah, Peter, and Obediah.
Henry became a physician, and died in Tennessee ;
Delilah married Dr. Enoch Wilson, and settled in
Hightstown, where she died ; Leo married Thomas
Cox, and located in Monmouth County ; Abijah mar
ried Sarah S. Hunt, and lived at Milford, and had
two children,— Mary T., who died young, and Ed
ward T. R. Applegate, of Milford, judge of the Court
of Common Pleas of Mercer County, who has been
twice married (to Amanda Rooth and, after her death,
to Amanda Ely) ; Peter married Alice Mount, and
settled on the road from Hightstown to Milford, where
his descendants now live; Obediah married Sarah
Vanderveer, and became a resident of Monmouth
County.

In the possession of Joseph J. Ely is a copy of a
portion of an old deed for a certain parcel of land
whicii Mr. Ely states is within the borders of this
township, which possesses no little historical interest.

The deed was from Joseph Dye, of South Amboy, to
William Conover, and was dated May 1, 1775. The
property conveyed is thus described : " A part of that
certain lot of land which he, the said Joseph Dye,
purchased of David Fitz Randolph, of Piscataway,
bearing date the 1st day of May, 1770, called lot No.
2, in Mollison division, being part of a large tract of
land surveyed for William Bingley, and by him con
veyed to Gilbert Mollison, of London, in Great Brit-
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ain, draper, and by the said Gilbert Mollison to John
Mollison, late of Piscataway, deceased, by deed dated
Feb. 21, 1700. and recorded in Liber A, folio 218 to
1715."
225, June
9,

Years before the Revolution there lived in the sec
tion one John Hight (sometimes formerly spelled

Haight), who

was

the possessor

of

a tract

of nearly

three thousand acres of land, which it is supposed
was purchased from the proprietors.
On this tract a
blacksmith's shop and a tavern were established, and

possibly one or two buildings besides were erected,
and the locality came to be known as the town of
Hight.
Early in the struggle for independence,

Hight

sold his estate and was paid for it in Conti
nental money, which had become so depreciated that
he was confessedly a poor man.

show that John Hight sold land to An
thony Applegate Dec. 10, 1774.
Capt. AVilliam Smith, grandfather of the late Rescarrick M. Smith, for so many years State treasurer,

Old

deeds

came out into this section from Philadelphia just after
the Revolution, and purchased a large tract of land
on the east side of the then Duke of York's road. He
placed a dam over what is known as Rocky Brook,
made a pond and erected a grist-mill. He also built
a store and carried on an extensive
time.

business for that

Civil Organization. — This township was organ
ized in 1797, when the old township of Windsor was
divided into East AVindsor and West Windsor.
From

the Records— Roads.— From

1797

until

the roads were maintained by labor, and in
" whether the roads should
1801 a vote was taken
be
hire,"
labor
or
maintained by
which vote was carried
1801

in favor of the latter, and it became necessary to lay
out and bound the several road districts in the town
ship, which was done in the following manner, as
recorded in the records of the township committee:
"District No. 1. — From Hightstown to Millstone,

and from the York road and the road that leads to
Bergen's mill as far as Aaron Bennitt's.

"District No. 2. — From Aaron Bennitt's to Mill
stone by Abraham Bergen's mill, and from the road
leading to Bergen's mill to Craft's mill.
"District No. 3. — From Millstone bridge by Daniel
Johnes' tavern to the county line, towards William
Mount's mill ; thence from said road to a road lead
ing to Dr. Anderson's mill, so far as the county line.
"District No. 4. —The road beginning at the York
road, leading by Craft's mill, and the road leading
from Craft's mill to the York road, by John Chamberlin's.

"District No. 5. — Beginning at Eldridge's sign
running the Trenton road; thence to the
Province line, from Eldridge's and the Prince
ton road to West Windsor line; thence on the
Square road to the Province line, and then begin
ning at the Princeton road, and running by James
Hutchinson's mill to the Province line, and from
post,

rc

i

Eldridge's sign-post the road leading to Pearson's
Landing.
"District No. 6. — Beginning at York road, in
Hightstown,
running on the Trenton road to AVest
AVindsor line ; then beginning at Andrew Rowan's,
and running on the Princeton road to the line of
West AVindsor, and thence to Millstone Bridge, near
Rescarick

Moore's.

7. — Beginning at Hightstown, on the
road, and running up the said road towards Allentown, as far as the county line.
"District No. 8. — Beginning at Assanpink bridge,
and running up the York road to the county line,

"District No.

York

and there beginning at the York road, by Solomon
Irvin'sr and running to the Trenton road; thence

road to the Province line ;
dam,
and running the Trenton road to the road that leads
Landing."
to Pearson's
Divisions, alterations, additions, and creations of
new roads have taken place since the organization of
across the said Trenton
and then beginning at

John Imley's saw-mill

the township, until there are at present only six dis
tricts in the township.
AVe give below the first and
last apportionments for moneys for support of roads,
which shows the difference between the eost of keep
ing up the roads in 1801 for eight districts, and in
1881 for six districts.
The following shows the number of districts, with
the names of overseers and the amount of money
apportioned to each, in 1801 :
District. Overseers.
No. I. Jacob Fisher
" 2. Thomas Slaclc
_
" :',. Richard Reed
" 4. John
Ely
" 5. James Cahherly
~
" 6. William Fisher
" 7. Timothy Unlit.._
¦" 8. William Cofferty

.,

_A

_

Amount.
841)tXI
ln.OU
10.(1(1
38.0(1
„
2n.0(l,
50.(Kt
20.0(1
55.0(1
8243.00

The following shows the number of districts, the
names of overseers, and amount of money apportioned
to each district for 1881:
District. Overseers.
No. 1. William Conover
" 2. John Maple
" 3.
Randolph Norris....—
w 4. Lewis Cottrell
'.
M 5. Joseph V. Applegate
" 6. Thomas Bowers

_.

_

Amount.
804.(18
85.Iii
115.1(1
9).On
80.40
80.0(1
$519.83

Civil List. — The following civil list of East

AVind

sor is nearly complete, and would be quite so were

it not for the imperfect condition

of the township

records :
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
Joshua Ely, 1797.
John Mount, Jr., 1797.
HatUias Dclou, 1797.
John Mount, Sr., 1798-99,1800-2.
William Cubberly, 1798-99.
James Hutchinson, IS00-2.
John James, 1803-5,1815-17.
Andrew Rowan, 180:3-14,1818-20.
Allison Ely, Jr., 1806-39.
.JamesCook, 1822-30.
John B. Mouut, 1831-37.

Amos Hutchinson, 1838-53.
R. M. Smith, 1840-50,1852-54.
R. M. Job, 1854-03.
Randall C. Robbins, 1855-59.
T. J. Pullen, 1S00,18(14,
1807-72.
C H. Silvers, 1861-71.
Sidney C Denise,1805-60.
T-eterE. Wilson, 1873-78.
William II. Keeler, 1879-81.
W. H. Harding, 1879-80.
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1830-38,
Allison Ely, Jr., 1797-1824,
Daniel Hutchinson, 1825-26.
Daniel Slack, 1S40^J4.
Randall C. Robbins, 1845-59.
Joseph H. Jimeson, 1860-61.
Israel Pearce, 1862-63.
Morgan F. Mount, 1864-67.

John M. Dey, 1S6S-69.
D. W. Robbins, 1810.
GeorgeR. Moore, 1871.
SeringShangle, 1872.
T. Walker Pullen, 1873-76,1S81.
Henry C. Walters, 187T-79.
Edward M. Baston, 1880.

ASSESSORS.
Jonathan Combs,1797,1808.
Andrew Rowan, 1S04-21.
Bedford Job, 1822-23,1835.
Samuel I. Embley, 1824-34.
R. R. Forman, 1830-39,1841,1840.
11.W. Alien, 1840,1843^5.
Benjamin.Read, 1842.
James C. Norris, 1847-50.
John Dey, 1851-53.
William A. Browne-,1854-56\
Charles Carson,1857.

W. R. Allen, 1868.
Lewis G. Messier, 1859-.
Henry A. Moore, 1860.
Jacob J. Moore, 1801.
Peter B. Wilson, 1862-65.
Daniel Schuyler, 1860-67,1870.
David Carliart, 1868-69,1871-73.
William W. Taylor, 1874-77.
J. D. Norton, 1878.
A. A. Wright, 1879-81.

COLLECTORS.
Jonathan Brown, 17DT-1810.
Isaac Britton, 1803-4.
John, Hanunel, 1811-16,1818-27.
Andrew Rowan, 1817.
John B. Mount, 1828-34.

Amos Hutchinson, 1835-37.
John T. Hutchinson, 1838-51.
James C. Norris, 1852-65.
J. S. Rogers, 1806-74.
Reuben Norris, 1815-81.

CONSTABLES.
Andrew Rowan, 1797-1802.
John Hoar, 1708-1S08,
1810-17.
Joseph Tantum, 1802-4.
William Brotherton, 1803-8.
Joseph Jinieson, 1806-9.
Story Tautum. 1806-8.
Samuel Baley, 1809.
John B. Mount, 1809.
John P.Covenhoven,1809-20.
Samuel Rogers, 1818-19-,
1821-26-.
John D. Ely, 1S19.
Aaron Silvers, 1820.
John Hulick, 1821-25.
Archibald Robbins, 1827:.
Charles McCoy, 1827.
SamuelJ. Ely, 1828-32.
Bedford Job, 1832-35.
R.E. Forman, 1836.
Elijah Davis, 1836-38.
Simon Thornall, 183T.
Stacy Tindall, 1838.
SamuelS. Cubberly, 1339^t5.
James Carson,is39L4t.
Isaac Still, 1840.
Benjamin Reed, 1842.
R. W. Allen, 1843-45.
Joseph Perrine, 1814-45.
James C. Norris, 1840-50\
Aaron Eldridge, 1849.
Israel Baldwin, 1850-51.
Thomas L. Bruee, 185-1.

W,A. Bowne, 1852-56.
Charles Carson,1857.
Abraham Eldridge, 185S.
Garret W. Robbins, 1858-59.
D. Liming, 1858.
J. Silvers, 1869.
Stout Ayers, 1859-63,1870-18,1880
-81.
H. A. Moore, 1860.
J. G. Moore, 1861-64.
Embley Pulien, 1862.
James H. Scott, 1862.
Joseph C. Lawrence, 1863-65.
J. S. Rogers, 1864-09.
John Maple, 1864,1816-78,1880Sl.
Johnson Cole, 1866.
Isaac H. Anderson, 1867-14.
J. A. Ely, 1872-73.
J. Shotwell, 1812.
William Hutchinson, 1873-74.
E. McCue, 1873,1880.
Charles Manlove, 1874.
J. H.Miller, 1874.
Charles Thompson,1874.
Nathaniel Cox, 1875-78.
W. R. Pearce,1819.
C. M. Norris, 1879.
John O. Lewis, 187*.
Smith Wright, 1880.
Johu Brandt, 1881.

James Griffith, 1855.
Sering Shangle, 1856-61.
W. T. Flock, 1851-59.
John M. Allen, 1858,1859.
J. Shotwell, 1S60,1801.
M. F. Mount, 1860.
Charles It. Rozell, 1860,1861,1803,
Gilbert Giberson, 1813.
1864.
Enoch Wilson, 1815-17.
David Silvers, 1819,1820,1824,1842 Thomas C. Pearce, 1861-63.
Joseph McMurran, 1861,1862.
-50.
J. II. Jimeson, 1862.
Bedford Job, 1821,1825,1826.
Samuel C.Johnes, 1821-23,1830-37. G. W. Fielder, 1802,1861,1868.
Peter J. Wyckoff, 1863.
Thomas Slack, Jr., 1822.
J. H. Coleman, 1863,1864.
Robert T. Purdy, 1824.
Enoch A. Ely, 1864-66.
Isaac Hutchinson, 1825-21.
John C. Fisher, 1864-61.
James Delow, 1825,1826.
Wyckoff Norton, 1865-67, 1871,
Henry A. Moore, 1825-30.
1873,1874.
Jacob Fleming, 1827-33.
John B.Mount,1810, 1811,1816-23,
1826.
Daniel Mount, 1811,1812.
James Hutchinson, 1812,1838-45.
William Allen, 1313-25,1827-29,
1834,1835,1838,1839.

David W. Cubberly, 1827-30,1836,
1838,1840,1841,1844,1852-59.
Allison Ely, 1828,1829.
Jonathan Hutchinson, 1831-37.
Orson Britton, 1831,1832.
Enoch Allen, 1833-31.
John B. Mount, 1836,1831.
John G. Segar,1831.
G.Yonng, 1838,1839.
Daniel Slack, 1839.
Israel Pearce, 1810-43,1846,1841.
R. M. Job, 1840-51.
Samuel Bailey, 1840,1841.
Isaac Pullen, 1842,1843.
John Dey, 1844-50.
John Hammell, Jr., 1845,1845.
J. C Purdy, 1847,1848.
John Butcher, 1848,1849.
I. 0. Voorhees,1849,1851-56.
James J. Hutchinson, 1850.
George A. Cole, 1850.
John 0. Norris, 1851.
David D. Silvers, 1851-57.
Thomas Butcher, 1851-54.
Clarkson H. Silvers, 1852-60.

J.
J.

M. Pullen, 1865,1866.
C. Laurence, 1867.
Cornelius Wyckoff, 1868-70.
E. T. Combs,1868-75,1818.
J. M. Cubberly, 1868-11,1813-15.
G. R. Moore, 1868-10.
G. B. Riggs, 1809,1870.
J. M. Allen, 1871-73.
Peter E.Wilson, 1871,1812.
W. H. Harding, 1812,1814-77.
J. H. Goldy, 1872.
J. L. Davison, 1873.
A. M. Taylor, 1874-77.
John Dey, 1875-77.
A. A. Wright, 1876,1877.
William Conover,1876,1877.
J. V. D. Beekman, 1878,1879,1881.
W. P. Forman, 1878,1879.
Enoch Dey, 1878,1880,1881.
William H. Keeler, 1878,1879.
C. M. Norton, 1819.
L. C Updiko, 1880,1881.
W. N. Cunningham, 1880.
G. D. Hutchinson, 1880.
John Pumyea, ISSO.

SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
C. G. McChesney,1829,1831.
Andrew Seger,1829.
William Allen, 1829,1835-42.
R. Moore, 1829.
Jonathan Hutchinson, 1830,1832.
I. Pearce, 1830-36,1838-46.
B. M. Smith, 1830-32.

Thomas Blake, 1831-34.
Charles McCoy, 1832.
Charles Johnson, 1833-37.
G. Young, 1838-44.
J. O. Purdy, 1843-46.
Randall C Robbins, 1845,1846.

SUPERINTENDENTS
C.C. Blauvelt, 1847-50.
Robert E. Morrison, 1851,1852.
Randall C. Robbins, 1853.
John Butcher, 1855-56.
The presentsuperintendentis

OF SCHOOLS.
Lloyd Wilber, 1851.
T.J. Pullen, 1858,1S59.
C M. Norton, 1860-69.

J.

P. Johnson (electedin 1881).

Educational. — The early schools of the township
were sustained by contributions
from the heads of
Daniel Hutchinson, 1798-1801, James Cook, 1803,1806-10, 1812,
families
children
to
sending
them.
The school-houses
1823,1824.
1814-24.
Robert Chambers,1797-1800.
citizens of various
John Smith, 1804-7, 1800, 1812, were built by the able-bodied
" bees" for
Jonathan Combs,1798-1802.
1818-20,1830-35,1838,1839.
neighborhoods, who made
that purpose.
Robert Wilson, 1798-1801.
Jonathan Brown, 1804,1813,1814. The
earliest of these buildings were log structures,
Joshua Ely, 1798-180!.
Allison Ely, Jr., 1804.
and some of their immediate successors were scarcely
Jacob Fisher, 1801-3.
On Ward, 1804.
Charles South, 1802,1803,1805-8, John Ely, 1804,1805.
less primitive iu design and finish.
The early teachers
TOWNSHIP

1811,1814,1815,1813.
John Chamberlin, 1802.
John James, 1802,1803,1808-11,
1813-17.
David Chambers,1803.

COMMITTEE.

John Hammell, 1805-10.
Archibald Forman, 1805, 1806,
1812.
Isaac Britton, 1807-9,1813.
Joshua Wright, 1810,1811.

boarded around among their patrons.
Pay-schools
on various plans were maintained until the common
school law of New Jersey went into effect. Under its
provisions there are five public schools in the town-

EAST

WINDSOR

ship to accommodate as many districts, known as fol
lows :

Hickory Corner District, No. 50; Locust Corner
District, No. 51 ; Hightstown District, No. 52; Mil
ford District, No. 53 ; and Cedarville District, No. 54.
The school statistics of this township, as reported
by the county superintendent of schools for the school
year ending Aug. 31, 1880, were as follows:
Hickory Corner District. — Amount of appor
tionment from State appropriation,
including twomill tax and $100,000, $284.43; amount of appor
tionment from surplus revenue, $15.57 ; total amount

received from all sources for public school purposes,
$300 ; balance in the hands of the collector, exclusive
of money for building and repairing purposes, $62.24;
value of school

property, $500; whole number of
between five and eighteen years of age re
siding in the district, 56; average number of months
the schools have been kept open, 9; number of chil

children

dren between five and eighteen years of age enrolled
in the school during the year, 31 ; number of chil
dren the school-house will seat comfortably, 40 ; num
ber of teachers employed, 1 male; teacher's salary
per month, $29.

Locust Corner District. — Amount of

tionment from State appropriation,
amount of apportionment
from

appor

as above, $284.14 ;

surplus

revenue,
$15.86 ; total amount received from all sources for pub
lic school purposes, $300; balance in the hands of the

collector as above, $53.20; number of children of the
school age in the district, 48; present value of school
property, $600; average number of months schools
have been kept open, 9; number of pupils enrolled,
28 ; seating capacity of the school-house, 40 ; num
ber of teachers employed, 1 female ; salary of teacher
per month, $30.
Hightstown District. — Amount of apportion

ment from State appropriation, as above, $1347.12;
amount of apportionment
from surplus revenue,
$120.73 ; amount of district school tax voted to be
used for building, purchasing, repairing, hiring, or fur
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purposes, $300 ; balance in the hands of the collector,
as above, $119.25; present value of school property,
$400 ; number of children of the school age in the
district, 65; number of children enrolled at schooly
57 ; average number of months school was kept open,

10J; number of children in the district attending
private schools, 4; number of children the schoolhouse will seat comfortably, 56 ; number of teachers
employed, 1 male, 1 female;
ary, male $35, female $20.

teachers'

Cedarville District. — Amount

monthly

sal

of apportion

ment from State appropriations, $285.31 ; amount of
apportionment
from surplus revenue, $14.69 ; total
amount received from all sources for school purposes,
$300 ; balance in the hands of the collector, as above,
$64.18 ; present value of the school property, $200 ;
number of children of the school age in the district,
49; number of children enrolled at the school, 39;
estimated number of children in the district attend
ing private schools, 56 ; number of teachers employed,
1 female; teacher's salary per month, $27.

Villages and Hamlets. — Except Hightstown bor
ough, located a little east of the centre of the town
ship, East
hamlet.

AVindsor

contains

only

one village

or

Milford. — Milford

was formerly known by the
"
It is situ
name of Scrabbletown."
ated in the south part of the township, on the Hights
town and Perrineville turnpike, is almost as old a
settlement as Hightstown, and derived its importance
from the fine water-power there afforded by Rocky
uneuphonious

Brook, which flows through the hamlet.
Of this water-power Samuel Stout seems to have
been the first to avail himself, erecting a grist-mill
upon it in 1781. This mill stood until 1864, and '

within the memory of the oldest inhabitants was
Ivins' mill, Daniel Dey's
variously called Stout's mill,
mill, Abraham Bergen's mill, John AVyckoff's mill,
and Keeler's mill. James Keeler purchased the prop
erty in 1839, and in 1864 erected the present grist
mill, which he operated until his death, in 1876. His

nishing public school-houses, $311.56 ; total amount
received from all sources for public school purposes,
$1779.41 ; balance in the hands of the collector, as
above, $87.07; present value of school property,

This ancient
son, W. H. Keeler, succeeded him.
mill, which was torn down some years ago, was of the
quaint, old-fashioned kind, having a large flat-board
water-wheel.

$2000; number of children of the school age in the
district, 417; number enrolled in the school, 235;
average number of months schools were kept open,

was early introduced at Milford.
Blacksmithing
The first resident blacksmith is supposed to have been
Samuel C. Johnes. Francis Labaw was early there.
Nathaniel Cox worked at the trade there for many
years until the old shop was burned.
Then he built
a new brick shop and occupied it many years.
The

10; estimated number of children in the district at
private schools, 50; estimated number of

tending
children

in the district attending no school, 125 ;
number of scholars the school-rooms will seat com
fortably, 170 ; number of teachers employed, 1 male
and

3 females;

monthly salary of teachers, male,

$62.50 ; females (average), $28.33.

Milford District. —Amount

of apportionment

from State appropriations, as above, $278.85 ; amount
of apportionment from surplus revenue, $21.15; total
amount

received from all sources for public school

present blacksmith,
the shop six years.

AV.

S. Thompson,

has occupied

In 1821, Milford contained a Methodist Episcopal
Church, a grist- and saw-mill, a tannery and currier's
shop, a weaver's shop, a hatter's shop, a store, a black
smith's shop, and several dwelling-houses.
The cur
rier, tanner, and shoemaker, Bufus Bergen, carried
on at one time quite an extensive business. The
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weaver was a man named Pitman. The hatter was
an elderly gentleman named David Chambers, who
did some little business.
Writing of him, Joseph J.
"
Ely said,
David Chambers, hatter, made and

I

sold hats, and
have worn hats of his making and
selling.
can fancy e'en now see the old man with
He was
his leather breeches and large knee-buckles.
for several years a justice of the peace in the county

I

I

and was reputed to be quite an intelli
have seen his docket containing records
of trials more than fifty years ago [written in 1867].
He might
They usually called him Col. Chambers.

of Middlesex,
gent man.

I

have been a colonel in the Revolutionary war, prob
was."
ably he
Samuel Stout, the pioneer miller, was the first mer
Some of his successors, notably Abraham
Bergen, kept stores in connection with the mill. The
old store occupied by these men disappeared long
chant.

since. The first modern store at Milford was built
by Albert Hughes, who traded there until a few years
ago.
E. Embly was for some time a merchant there.
The only one at present is Albert Mount.

The hotel was built in
liam Van Hise.

It

1830

for other uses by

Wil

was first kept as a public-house

by William Tindall. John Lewis was the next land
lord.
J. B. Stillwell was landlord for some years.
He was succeeded by Uriah Stillwell, the present
proprietor.
The chair- and basket-factory of Dey Stutts was
established by the present proprietor as long ago as
1846.

The Old Church at Milford— The

old Methodist
was at the east side of Milford.
A
1786,1
class was organized in
and a church was built
soon afterwards.
Services were held regularly there
till about 1835. The ground on which the church
stood was a part of the mill property owned by the
meeting-house

Stouts, and was conveyed by Joseph Stout to Joseph
Hutchinson "for the sole purpose of a Methodist

all other privileges needful for that
purpose, to the present generation or any succeeding
generation, and not to be occupied for any other pur
pose whatsoever." The deed was acknowledged before
Andrew Rowan, Esq., a judge of the Court of Com
mon Pleas of Middlesex County, father of AVilliam
H.Rowan, and for many years a resident at Buzzard's
Church,

with

Point, near Hightstown. The following is the survey
as set forth in the deed :
"
saplin opposite
at a

chestnut
Beginning
the north
west corner of the graveyard at the edge of the pond ;
thence running along the edge of the water up to the
road to a stake; thence up sd road near sixteen rods
until it comes opposite the aforesaid chestnut; and
thence a northwest course to the place of beginning."

The following reminiscences of the old Milford
Church are from the pen of Joseph J. Ely :
1 For particulars, refer to tho history of the
Methodist Episcopal
Church of Hightstown.

I

part was
" When was a boy
tho circuit of which Milford formed a
called the Trenton Circuit. We had two circuit preachers, eachof whom
preachedthere oncein four weeks,which gave us preaching every alter
nate Sunday. Dr. Winner, who with a Mr. Creamer rode the Trenton
Circuit somewhat about forty years ago,2informed me that tho preach

ers had not less than twenty appointments per month. Among the
places at which they preached was Milford meeting-house,at the house
of a gentleman near tho old Tennent Church in Monmouth County
(whosohousewas opened for that purpose many years), at AUentown,
Crosswicks, Bordentown, and Trenton. Among tho eminent men who
have preached in this house might mention the names of Ezekiel
have no doubt I
Cooper, Banghart, Pitman, and many others.
heard all the circuit preachers that ever preached in that house from
1820(doubtless an earlier date) till the time the place of worship was
by speaking of a lovewill conclude
removed to Hightstown.
feast meeting at which was present at the old church, in whish the
Baptists and Presbyterians took part. Many of those of different de
occasion.11. . .
nominations told their Christian experienceson that

I

I

... I

...

I

The following pen-picture of a meeting there one
morning in the long ago is from the
source just quoted :
midsummer

" Tis Sabbath morn—I'm a boy— and there is to be preaching in the
Methodist Church at Milford. My father and folks go to church there.
Methodism is still an unpopular religion, and Methodists are not very
generally fraternized by the other so-called orthodox sects, though the
doctrine has been several years preachedin that house, 'Tis Sabbath
morn. The old settlersof Ihe place, a large and respectableaudience,
conveneat the church. The circuit preacher is momentarily expected.

His pay is poor, his circuit is large, but no one doubts his coming if it
is possible to do so. The preacher did not arrive the preceding evening,
as usual. Inquiries are madeof all the friends where his lodging would
have been likely. He is a famous Methodist preacher, and that famo
has called together many. The hour of worship has come— general dis
appointment is felt. Anon a man on horsebask turns a corner in the
road; his body inclines forward, his horse is jaded. Tho preacher is
coming—'tis Mr. B'jV ! A friend takes his horse and securely ties him
to the fence. The preacher walks into the church, and seehim ascend
the old high piilpit at the end of the building. Ho buries his facein
his hands,and is silent for a time. He slowly rises, and introduces the
worshipof Almighty Godby sinking. . . . The regard our pious ancestors
had for the sacred desk and for the legate of the skies causes a real
sacredawe to comeover the audience. No affectation; all is real, and
a pin could almost have been heard if dropped on that occasion. The
hymn is commencedin a solemn manner, uncommunicable now by pen
and paper:
" ' Woe to the men on earth who dwell,
Nor dread tho Almighty's frown.* . . .

I

"I

cannot undertake to describethe impressive manner in which this
hymn, written by Charles Wesley, was rendered; sufficeit to say that I
verily believethat were it possible for that man to rise from the dead
and read in my hearing the hymn in just tho style in which ho did on
that occasion, should to-day recognize the reading, pauses,emphasis.
and all, such was the impression then early made upon my young and
plastic mind. Then os to his text and sermon: ' And he is the propitia
tion for onr siiiB; and not for ours only, but also for tho sins of the whole
world.1— 1 John ii. 2.
" And such a sermon! And while,
as believe,thnt faithful servant
had his name recorded in the Book of Life, it would be little less than
sacrilege in me to attempt to dig from the sacredtomb of the past that
sermon,which told so awfully upon that audience, the full fruition of
which only tho day of eternity can reveal.
leave those cognizant of
the controversy existing between Arminianism and Calvinism at that
day to imagine what that sermon was. Tls the bestand all that cun
do." . . .

I

I

I

I

Burial-Places.

tery. — The
long

— The

first interment

known

Windsor Ceme
was made in what was

the Ely burying-ground,
in 1756.
is situated on the farm once owned
John Ely, on the crown of the ridge

as

This burial-place
by the pioneer

East

2 Written in 1867.

EAST

dividing the waters of the Delaware and Raritan
Rivers, and contains the remains of John Ely, his
three wives, and numerous other relatives and de
scendants, besides those of many other residents of
the township who have been interred there since the
burying-ground was opened to the public.

John Ely deeded the farm on which this grave
yard is located to his son Isaac in 1792, three years
before his death. May 21, 1831, Isaac Ely bequeathed

half an acre for a burial-place.
It retained the name
Burying-ground"
until after the death,
of "The Ely
in 1845, of Allison Ely, Jr., who left a legacy of one
hundred dollars, the interest upon which was devoted
to the maintenance and improvement of the grounds.
The farm was purchased of George J. Ely and Enoch
Chamberlain,
trustees, by Richard Norton, in 1831,
and has been owned by J. R. Norton since 1855.
In 1845, the East AVindsor Cemetery Company of
Mercer County was chartered by the Legislature of

New Jersey, and Richard Norton, Joseph J. Ely,
William Norton were chosen trustees. By the
of Elijah Ely two hundred dollars was left for
From the sale of
uses of this cemetery in 1879.

and

will
the
lots

one hundred dollars was added to the cemetery fund
in 1880. At the close of 1881 it amounted to four
hundred dollars.

The following inscriptions
stones in this old burial-place

are copied from head
:

" Phebe Allison, first wife of John Ely, born 1112,died 1706."
<fJemima Lee, wife of Richard Ely, died 1791."
" Richard Ely, died 1791,aged 58 years and 4 months.1'
" Sarah, wife of SamuelLee, died 1701,aged75."

"Sacred to the memory of John Ely, who departed this life March
days.11
11th, 1795,aged 87 years,5 months,and 10
"In memory of Joshua Ely, who departedthis life August the 21st,
days."
1803,aged 63years, 2 months,and 10
"Deborah Hammel, 3d wife of John Ely, born 1729,died 1812."

"Onr Father and Mother. In memoryof David Cunningham, who
died January 28th, 1800,and was buried in the ocean,aged 37 years,11
months, and 10 days. Also his widow, Phila, died September 26th,
days."
1857,aged 90years,9 months, and 9

Here, in June, 1879, was interred the first and only
colored person for whose burial in the cemetery, per
mission has been granted.
She had been a servant
in the Ely family, and desired to be buried with those
with whom she had so long lived.
She died aged
ninety-two.

The Old Milford Burying-Ground. — The old
Milford burying-ground was opened in the last quar
ter of the last century, and was formerly embraced in
the Ely tract, and was conveyed to Joseph Hutchin
son, and by him to the trustees of the Milford grave
yard.
It was enlarged by the addition of a piece of
ground purchased from AVilliam I. Ely. Previous to
that time the row of cedars standing in it grew along
its westerly fence. An association formed with the
object of attending to this cemetery was incorporated

Feb. 20, 1849.
From some of the older headstones there the fol
lowing inscriptions have been copied :
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"In memory of tho Eev. Aaron Hutchinson, who died July the 30th,
1791,in tho 24th year of his age.

I

" Four years laboredin the Lord,
bore this crossand preachedthis word,
My body now lies in the ground
Till the last trumpet of God shall sound."

I

"In memory of Mary Hutchinson, wife of Joseph Hutchinson, who
departed this lire tho 17th day of June, 1801, aged 04 years, 11
^.days.11
mouths and
this life November
"In memory of Tliomas Wliile«, who departed
days."
18th,1803,aged 25years, 5 months, and 7
" In memory of Mary, wife of William Ely, who departed this life
age."
April tho 21st,1803,in the 06th year of her
" In memoryof William Ely, who departed this life July 30th, 1807,
aged 69years, 1 month, aud 2 days."
" In memory of Grace, wire of Joseph Ely, who departed this life
days."
March 11th,1819,aged 39 years, months,iinil 14
" In memory or Wesley,son of Joseph and Meribah Hutchinson, who
departed this life November7th, 1832,aged 18 years, 6 months, and 9
days.
" Here lies incloseda blooming youth
Blest once in health as ;
His death repeatsthis solemn truth,
die."
The living know Unit they must

I

The Graves of Ann Hutchinson and others.

— On the Isaac Goldy farm, near Milford, about two
miles and a quarter from Hightstown, there is an an
cient burial-ground, wherein several of the old owners
of the soil of East AVindsor and members of their
families found the last resting-place for their earthly
The following is from the tombstone of
remains.
Ann Hutchinson, who was buried there:
" Sacredto the memory of Ann Hutchinson, Rolect of Wm. Hutchin
son,Esqr., departedthis life Jan'y 4th. 1801. Aged 101years,9 months,
and seven days. She was mother of 13 children, and Grand Mother
and great grand mother & great great Grand Mother of 375 Persons."

Soldiers' Monument.— The following account
soldiers'
monument erected to the memory of
of the
the patriot martyrs of East Windsor is largely ex
tracted from the columns of the Hightstown Gazette:
The

"On the 30th of March, 1866, the Common Coun
cil of the borough of Hightstown appointed A.

J.

Smith, Jacob Stults, C. AV. Mount, Charles Keeler,
and T. C. Pearce a committee to devise means for the
erection of a monument to the soldiers who had gone
from this township and had died. This was the first
step, and the first meeting of the committee was held
at the Hightstown Gazette office, April 12, 1866.
At
a meeting held on the 18th of that month Clark H.
Silvers, Mary E. Smith, Mrs. Charles Keeler, Maggie
Morrison, Mrs. Cory, Mary Norton, Mrs. O. H. Reed,
and Mrs. J. S. Reed were added to the committee.

Of

this number two died, one of whom, Mr. Silvers,
of the most earnest friends this cause ever

was one

had, and had he lived none would have been more
delighted at the result so well accomplished."
The
places made vacant by death or resignation were taken
by Misses Emma Silvers and Lizzie Morrison. Means
were adopted to raise a monument fund, and the re
ceipts from lectures and entertainments
to this purpose.

were devoted

The first public venture was a lecture by Mrs.
Fr.tnces D. Gage, at the Baptist Church, in aid of the
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fund, on May 23, 1866, and the 4th of July of that
Mayor
year was celebrated in old-fashioned style.
Shangle issued a proclamation in behalf of the cause,

J. G. Symmes delivered the oration, and the
committee netted a very handsome sum. By various
festivals and in other ways the sum of one thousand
Rev.

dollars was raised, when the sum of twelve hundred
dollars was voted by the township, and raised by tax
ation.
The committee secured the passage of an act
Soldiers'
incorporating them as the East Windsor
proposals
Monument Association, and called for
for

The monument was erected at the junction
of Morrison and Stockton Streets, in Hightstown, and
was unveiled with appropriate ceremonies July 5,
1875.
It was thus described : " Of the finest Italian

the work.

marble, about twenty-three feet from apex to founda
tion, it rests upon a base of American granite nearly
five feet square and two feet high.
On a moulding
one foot high rests the first die, a cube of three feet,
on the faces of which are inscribed
following soldiers :

the names of the

" VoorheesDye, Lieut. Co. B, 1st
N. J. Cavalry.
James Holman, Co A, Oth N.J. V.
CharlesC. Lehming, Co. A, 6th N. J. V.
James M. Everliham, Co. A, 6th N. J. V.
James Reamer,Co. A, 6th N. J. V.
Stephen Burns, Co. A, 6th N. J. V.
James Gorman,Co. A, 6th N.J. V.
Albert Cooley,Co. A, 6th N. J. V.
William D. Rogers,Co. A, 6th N. J. V.
William H. Jinlison, Co. A, 6th N. J. V.
Samuel F. Herbert, Co.A, OthN. J. V.
GeorgeVV.Jemison, Co. A, 6th N. J. V.
CharlesS. Whittick, Co. A, 6th N. J. V.
John Thomas,Co. A, 6th N. J. V.
Eichard Barker, Co. E, 2d N. J. Cav.
John Cole, Co. E, 2d N. J. Cav.
John Gribens,Co. E, 2d N. J. Cav.
TheodoreAnderson, Co. C, 2d N. J. Cav.
Elwood E. Silvers, Co. H, 14th N. J. V.
Martin V. Eobinson, Co. II, 14th N. J. T.
John Williams, Co. E, 5th N. J. V.
Peter A. Jemison, Co. A, 1stN. J. V.
James Carr. Co. A, 1st N. J. V.
Francis B. Wilson, Co.F, 11thN. J. V.
Charles A. Coward,Co G, 10th N. J. V.
Charles M. Ford, Co. F, OthN. J. V.
Anthony Johnson, Co. F, 22dN. J. V.
Edward Piickett, Co. F, 22dN. J. V.
William Henry, Co. F, 22dN. J. V.
James Pullen, Co. F, 22dN. J. V.
John Lloyd, Co. G, 11th N. J. V.
Bobert C. Voorhees,Co. H, 1st N. Y. C.
GeorgeThompson,Co. H, 1stN. Y. C.
Enos Van Marter, Co. C, 1st N. J. V.
John B. Schanck, Jr., Co. I, 38th N J. V.

" The

second die is two feet and a half square, and
contains on its front the arms of the United States, on
the left side the arms of New Jersey, on the right
side the arms of Mercer County, and on the rear the
following inscription in relief:

" ¦ To the memoryof
the heroic volunteersof East Windsor Township,
who gave their lives for their country aud humanity, in the suppression
of tho great rebellion of 1861-05,this monument is erectedby
their
grateful citizens.'

" On this
die there is a cap moulding eight inches
in height, upon which rests the shaft, nine and a half

On the front of the shaft is a carving in
full relief of a Springfield rifle, a sword, and a stan
dard, all full size. The rifle used as a model in this
work was carried by Thomas M. Scroggy, of the Tenth
New Jersey Volunteers, and the sword was carried by
Maj. T. B. Appleget, of the Ninth New Jersey Vol
feet high.

unteers, and we do not hesitate to say that a superior
piece of carving cannot be found in the State than
The shaft is sur
this work of Mr. George R. Bacon.
mounted by a cap on which rests a ball, and on this
is perched a life-sized eagle.
" A box in the base of the monument contains the

following articles

:

" ( List of officersand membersof the East Windsor Soldiers' Monu
ment Association, with a history of that organization, written by its
president,A. J. Smith.— ListB of the officers of National and State gov
ernments,the war Governors of New Jersey, the officers and clergy of
— Catalogue
the borough.— Copiesand hiatory of iae Hujhtstown Gazette.
of Hightstown Young Ladies' Seminary.— Roll of the deceasedsoldiers.
— Poster of the celebration.—Register of Hightstown Lodge, No. 41,
Stamps.'"
A. F. A. M. — Time-table'of the Amboy Division. —

This beautiful monument was designed by Mr.
Jacob P. Smith, of Philadelphia, and was made, ex
cept the eagle, at the Hightstown marble-works, by
Messrs. John Ewart and Samuel Fryer. I. Klaber,
Joseph Banister, George R. Bacon, John Ewart, Sam
uel Fryer, James Ewart, Sr., and George AV. Rue
were at different times employed upon it. Mr. William

Dillon laid the foundation, and the work was put up,
without a scratch or a nick, by the Messrs. Rogers, of

AUentown, N. J.
The officers of the East AVindsor Soldiers' Monu
ment Association in 1882 were A. S. Smith, presi
dent ; Charles Keeler, treasurer ; C. W. Mount, secre
tary.

Industrial Pursuits.— Aside from those located in
Hightstown borough, and the few referred to in the
history of Milford, East Windsor has had no large
number of industrial interests, though the usual va
riety of mechanical trades have from time to time had
representatives in sundry shoemakers, wagon-makers,
and blacksmiths,
called.

whose

names cannot

now be re

Tannery.—

The Conover
On the Millstone River,
near Wyckoff's Mills, Peter Conover established a
tannery probably as early as 1812.
After operating
it with more or less success for some years, he was
succeeded by his son, William Conover.
This tan
nery has been idle during the past two or three years.
The Old Johnson AVoolen-Factory — Ely's

Grist-Mill.— In

the latter part of the last century
Joseph South built a mill on what is
now the Hights
town* and Perrineville turnpike, about midway be
tween Hightstown and Milford, which at his death
descended to his son, Charles Stout, who later sold it
to his son-in-law, Charles C. Johnson, who converted
it into a factory for the manufacture of woolen goods.
After the death of the latter the property was bought
by Benjamin Marlatt, who conveyed it to William R.
Norton, who converted the factory into a grist-mill
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a

a

little advancement had been made, Baptist Church
In 1800 there \vere
having been erected in 1785.
dozen houses in
probably not more than half
the settlement, which does not seem to have grown
much for fifty years or more from the date of its be
ginning.

To the construction
Railroad Hightstown

of the Camden and AmbOy

if,

is

without

it

doubtful

a

it,

it

its present prominence,
the impetus thus given
would ever have outgrown its status as
to
Before the railroad was completed to
hamlet.
Camden the cars ran between South Amboy and
Hightstown, the motive-power at first having been
and

owes

.
.

is

it

a

it

a

it

furnished by horses. The village had previously en
joyed the advantage of being on stage-route, but
acquired the dignity of
was not until
railroad
evinced any marked promise of growth.
town that
often referred
The bustle and activity of those days
to with much pleasure by the few old men who recol
lect the place in that expansive period.
In 1834, Gordon, in his Gazetteer, described Hights
town as "a post-town of East AVindsor township, .
on the turnpike

from Bordentown

to Cranbury,

and

a

a

is

a

March
follows

" Be enactedby theSenateand General Assembly the
Slate cf Kew
of
Jersey, That all that part of the township of East Windsor, known as
the village of Hightstown, lying and being in the county of Mercer,
beginning at point on Stockton Street,on tbe corner of land between
;

Gen. William Cook and Abraham Pordun thence south along the lino
betweensaid Cook and R. E. Morrison, to the Camdenand Amboy Rail
road; thence southwest along said railroad to tho line betweenJohn
Butcher's land and the Hightstown Cemetery; thence along saidline to
the Bordentown and South Amboy turnpike thencealong the westside
of said turnpike to stone near the corner of William Ogborn's lot •
thence southeast to the corner of William V. Ely's lot on the York
Road; thence eastto the mouth of Timber Run, to (he line betweenR.
M. JobBand Kenneth Applegate; thencealong said line to the old Free
hold Road; thence west along the south 6ide of said road to the turn
pike thence west to the place of beginning; and all the freemen
citi
zensof this State,residing within the limits aforesaid,be and they are
hereby ordained,constituted,and declaredto be from time to time and
foreverhereafter,one body corporate and politic, in fact and in name
by the name of The Borough of Hightstown.1"

The first election of borough officers was held on
the second Tuesday in March, 1853.
Since the establishment of the boroug'h government
there have been a number of ordinances passed by
Council, relating principally to streets
sidewalks, highways, shade and ornamental trees,
inns and taverns, and dealers in liquors.
the Common

Civil List. — The following

officers of the borough
1882:

list of the principal
of Hightstown from 1853 to

MAYORS.
C. C. Blauvelt, 1853-54.
John Butcher, 1855-57.
John B. Mount, 1858.
Joseph S. Blauvelt, 1859-00.

James C. Norris, 1801,1871.
Gilbert Seaman,1862-65.
Sering Shangle, 1866,1868,1879.
Clayton
Coward, 1867.

I.

a

a

spelled Haight) formed the beginning of the village
Capt. William Smith
long before the Revolution.
grist-mill and store, having purchased
later added
large tract of land there, east of the Duke of York's
road. At the beginning of the present century some

borough of Hightstown was
by an act of the Legislature approved
1853, the first section of which reads as

;

Historical References — Growth. — The black
smith-shop and tavern of John Hight (formerly

Civil History. — The

incorporated

a

a

dred and eighty feet high.

Smith, and others.

is

among similar
spire one hun

is

which (the Baptist)
remarkable
buildings in country towns as having

H. Reed, J. C. Norris, Mayor Mason, C. M. Norton,
Dr. J. P. Johnson, E. C. Combs, Daniel Slack, E. C.
Taylor, Mrs. AVard, J. H. Johnes, Enoch Dey, Edgar
Embley, Mrs. R. M. Smith, J. H. Timeson, Joseph
Smith, George Y. AVood, Mrs. Morrison, Col. A. J.

I

a

a

good fire-engine and
housed
sufficient hose for ordinary emergencies. There are,
fine order of
however, some business blocks of
architecture, and several elegant churches, one of

lower floor of which

town are to be seen some handsome residences, with
well laid out grounds and surrounded by shrubbery.
Notable among them are those of the late Dr. Deshler, ex-Mayor Hunt, the Presbyterian parsonage, O.

a

is a

a

County, enterprising, progressive, and containing
population of about fifteen hundred.
Not being a
county-seat, Hightstown has no public buildings ex
cept the town hall,
neat brick structure, on the

from time to time. Its literary and educational in
terests are represented by two weekly newspapers and
firstthree private institutions of learning, besides
Its religious interests are repre
class public school.
In the higher parts of the
sented by six churches.

5,

it,

The original part of the place is located in a de
pression, and derived its name from the early owner
of lands in and around
forming the nucleus about
which has grown up the third town in size in Mercer

On every hand are now unmistakable evidences of
pluck, thrift, and enterprise. The place
constantly
undergoing improvement, and new elements of suc
are added
cess and promises of future prosperity

'

by a good agricul
tural country, and in the centre of a trade which has
long made it prominent.
is surrounded

Princeton."

:

It

ton nine miles'.

dwellings,"

adding, "the
and from thirty to forty
railroad from Bordentown to Amboy passes through
line of stages runs thence to
the town, and

a

a little
of the centre of East AVindsor, is located on the
Amboy Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad, and
at the junction of the Burlington County and Pem
berton Railroad with the Pennsylvania, about fifty
miles from New York and forty from Philadelphia;
distant from Trenton fourteen miles, and from Prince
east

Bordentown,"
on Rocky Creek, thirteen miles from
grist- and saw-mill,
"six
stores,
containing

it
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Situation and Description.— Hightstown,
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.
.

and after some years sold it to the present owner and
operator, Stephen D. Ely.
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J. E. C. Johnson, 1869-70.
James Cubberly, 1812.
T. C. Pearce,1813.
Elston Hunt, 1874-75.

S. M. Schenck, 1876.
Thomas Mason, 1871-18.
Thomas C. McDonald, 1880.
Aaron Dawes,1881.

NEAV

JERSEY.

Jacob Gomes, 1865,1872.
B. Montgomery, 1866.
Isaac Hutchinson, 1867-68.
I. H. Anderson, 1869-11,1873.
John Evarts, 1874-75.

Edward McCrce, 1876.
T. C. Sanford, 1877,1880.
C. C. McMichael, 1878.
John Brandt, 1879,1881.

COUNCILMEN.

J. Ashton, 1864-05.
1881.
C. Norton, 1864,1871,1876,
James Paxton, 1865.
Aaron Dawes, 1853.
E. Hammell, 1865.
Eobert E. Morrison, 1853.
James R. Laird, 1853.
0. H. Reed,1866-67.
Morgan F. Mount, 1866-67.
Alfred Pevrine, 1853.
C. H. Silvers, 1854-50,1858-05.
W. T. Brown, 1861,1874-75.
J. C. Cubberly, 1868.
R. M. Job, 1854-56.
Enoch Dey, 1868-69.
H. Pullen, 1854.
GeorgeW. Coward,1854.
E. Richardson, 1808-69.
GeorgeE. Pierson, 1868-71.
J. V. Applegate,1854.
John T. Hutchinson, 1855.
E. T. Combs,1868-71,1874-75.
Charles Carson,1855,1858-59.
James M. Cubberly,1869-11.
Thomas Pearce, 1855,1806-01.
David Wasserman,1871,1873.
Jacob Earley, 1855.
E. M Barton, 1870-71.
Wyckoff Norton, 1856-57.
C. E. Woodward,1870.
James H. AVyckoff,1856.
J. H. Silvers, 1870.
Joseph Culter, 1850-66.
D. P. Hutchiuson, 1870,1872.
Abraham Vankirk, 1857.
E. A. Hammell, 1872-73.
Augustus Walling, 1857.
E. Hunt, 1872-73.
E.O.Taj lor, 1857.
D. Slack, 1872.
Jacob Eai ly, 1857.
H. Ashton, 1813.
1658,
1860-67,
Jas. C. Norris,
1873. G. T. Wood, 1813.
Enoch Dey, 1858-00,1864-06.
Gilbert Seamen,1874-75.
John H. Fold, 1858-50,1862-03, Henry Dey, 1874,1876.
1877-78.
A. B. Wyckoff, 1874-15.
Joseph McMurran. 1858-59.
John C. Johnson, 1874.
William A. Bowne, 1859.
J. V. D. Beekm^n,1875,1879.
G. E. Bartholomew,1860-63.
J. C. Ward, 1876.
Alfred Perr.ne, 1860.
J. H. Jimeson, 1876.
W. H. Carr, 1876.
J. H. Jameson, 1800-01.
Daniel Slack, 1861-62.
E. Chamberlin, 1876.
Marshall Allen, 1861,1868-60,1876. J. H. Goldy, 1877-78.
C. M. Norton, 1877-78.
D. V. Fisk, 1861-63.
W. T. Smock,1877-78.
Sering Shangle, 1863-04,1812.
D.W.Morton, 1877-79.
John Woolley, 1863,1865.
W. T. Brown, 1877-79.
David Carhart, 1804.
Asbor Hankerson, 1853-54.
Benjamin Reed, 1853.

A.

J.

CLERKS.
I Augustus Walling, 1808-72.
T. W. Pullen, 1870-81.
|
I S. H. Miller, 1871-78.

Stephen C. Johnes, 1853.
Jacob Stults, 1854-65.
Samuel Holcomb,1866-07.

ASSESSORS.
C. S. Hutchinson, 1853-55.
William Tindall, 1850-58.
Sering Shangle, 1859.
J. P. Lansing, 1860.
Enoch Dey, 1801-03.
Augustus Walling, 1804-05.
D. V. Fisk, 1800-00.

Charb-sH. Smock, 1870-12.
C. 1".Perrine, 1873.
J. R. Shangle, 1874-75.
W. J. Butcher, 1876.
De Wayne Pullen, 1877-18.
S. II. Miller, 1879-80.
William Eldridge, 1881.

COLLECTORS.
James C. Norris, 1S53-54,1870.
Charles Keeler, 1855.
Isaac Goldy, 1800^03,
1870-75.

Richard A. Ontcalt, 1864-07.
G. It, Moore, 1808-09.
Joseph Perrine, 1877-81.

TREASURERS.
R. R. Forman, 1803-i;4,
It. E. Morrison, 1855-58.
Jacob Early, 1859-03.
C. M. RobbiiiB, 1S04.
Morgan F. Mount, 1805.
Jacob Stults, 1800-07.

A. J. Ashton, 1808-09.
GeorgeR. Moore, 1810-71.
A. S. Voorhees,1873-75,1878.
T. C. Pearce,1876,1880-81.
R. A. Outcult, 1877-79.
MARSHALS.

Charles Carson,1853.
Jonathan Smith, 1854.
Charles Tindall, 1855-50.
Court Voorhees,1857.
George B. Perrine, 1858.

William II, Johnson, 1859.
J, lines M. Ayers, 1860,
S. B. Scattergood,1801.
Joseph Lawrence, 1S02,
J. S, R.gcrs, 1863-04.

Trade and Finances. — Stores. — The first store in
Hightstown was that established soon after the Revo
lution by Capt. AVilliam Smith, who has beeu men
tioned as an extensive land-owner and business man
there. There are no data obtainable concerning any
other store-keepers than Smith previous to the begin
How long he continued
ning of the present century.

in trade is not known.
About 1800 the local mercan
tile business was carried on by Enoch Baldwin, Rob
Since the era of the
ert Purdy, and Betsey Moore.
iron horse the merchants of the village have been so
numerous and so constantly coming and going as to
defy enumeration.
The various branches of trade are now (1882) rep
resented as follows: J. R. C. Johnson, Ira Yager,

jewelers; Thomas Mason, John E. Allen, C. M. Nor
ton, C. AV. McMurran, and James Peirce, variety
dealers; A. E. Blackwell, Mrs. E. Peirson, and A. E.
Blauvelt & Co., milliners ^R. R. Forman and Stephen
Johns & Son, hardware; T. J. Pullen, grocer; AV. P.
Smock and Patrick McGovern, stoves and tinware ;
Elwood Eldridge and E. H. Goldy. harness dealers ;
A. J. Ashton, boot and shoe dealer; Solomon Sickels
and Charles Moore, gentlemen's furnishing goods;
Charles E. Cole and J. S. Rogers, undertakers;
D.
Hart Cunningham and H. G. Rue, druggists; and H.
AV. Robbins,

confectioner.

Banks. — For some little time, until within the past
four years, there were two banking institutions in the
town, the Central National Bank and the First Na
tional Bank, each with a capital of one hundred
thousand dollars.
The Central National Bank was established as a
State bank in 1852, and organized as a national bank
Dec. 30, 1869.
It did a fine business and paid good
dividends, but in time the need of another banking
institution was felt and the First National .Bank was
opened, which began immediately to come into public

favor and ultimately outstripped its competitor, and
1879 the Central National Bank went into liquida
tion and consolidated with the First National
Bank,

in

the latter increasing its capital to §150,000.
The First National Bank was organized Sept. 12,
1870.
N. S. Rue, Richard Wall, James S.
Collen B. Miers, E. T. R. Applegate, Samuel

A. J. Smith, D. Applegate, and Matthew
Perrine constituted its first board of directors. Since
the first election there have been changes in the
board, and Jacob Early, Joseph Holmes, and Nicholas
Wall have been elected and have served as directors.
Schenck,

At

the present time (February,
1882) the directors are
N. S. Rue, Collen B. Miers, E. T. R. Applegate, Sam
uel M. Schenck, D. Applegate, Matthew Perrine,
Ja
cob Early, Joseph Holmes, Nicholas Wall, A. F. Job
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L. T. Robins, and Peter E. Wilson, the articles of
association having previously been so changed as to
increase the number of directors from nine to twelve.
Sept. 14, 1870, N. S. Rue was elected the first presi
The
dent, and AVilliam H. Howell the first cashier.
former has been annually re-elected, and the latter
held the office of cashier until Oct. 17, 1877, when he
resigned, and was succeeded by Joseph H. Johnes,
The necessary preliminary
the present incumbent.
arrangements having been completed, the association
commenced a regular banking business Jan. 9, 1871.

Willard Applegate was employed as first teller, which
he held until his death in the fall of 1873.
He was succeeded by Joseph H. Johnes, who held
the position until October, 1877, when he was pro

position

moted to the cashiership.

Charles

Applegate

has

since filled the office.
The counting-room of this bank is located on Main
Street between Stockton and Franklin Streets.
Educational. — The Public School. — When the
first school was opened in Hightstown it is now im
possible to determine, though it is probable that the

spirit of advancement which led to the planting of a
church there prior to 1785 also established a school
of some kind at an early date.
In the enumeration of the school districts of Mer
cer County, Hightstown District is denominated Dis
trict No. 52. The following are its statistics for the
school year ending Aug. 31, 1880 : Amount of appor
tionment from the State appropriation, including twomill tax and $100,000, $1347.12; amount of appor
tionment from the surplus revenue, $120.73; amount
of district school tax voted to be used for building,
purchasing,

hiring, repairing,

or furnishing public

school-houses, $311.56; total amount received from
all sources for public school purposes, ?1 779.41 ; bal
ance in the hands of the collectors, exclusive of money
for building and repairing purposes, $87.07 ; value of
school property, ?2000; whole number of children
between five and eighteen years of age residing in
the district, 417 ; average number of months the
schools were kept open, 10 ; number of children be
tween five and eighteen years of age
school register during the year, 235;
tended ten months during the year,
attended eight months and less than

enrolled in the
number who at
2; number who
ten, 54; number
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The school building is large, and is located on ele
vated ground on Mercer Street. The rooms are cheer
ful and well appointed.
The course of instruction is
graded, and the school is one of the most efficient
public schools in the county. The principal is Pro

His assistants are Misses S. A.
Pullen, and M. M. Martin.
Peddie Institute. — From the files of the minutes
of the New Jersey Baptist Convention, it appears that
as early as 1847 the subject of academic education, in
connection with that denomination in the State of
New Jersey, began to be agitated. In 1863 the fol
lowing decisive action was taken :
fessor W. AV. Swett.
Penbrook,

E.

J.

" Resolved,That a committee be appointed to take in consideration
the desirablenessand propriety of making arrangements immediately
for establishing a Literary Institution under the patronageof our de
Jersey."
nomination in New

The next year the following was adopted

:

" Resolved,That the effortsof brethren to establish a first-classschool
at Hightstown, to be under the control of Baptists,meetsthe hearty ap
proval of this body,and that we pledge to it our cordial support."

In March, 1866, a charter was obtained for Peddie
Institute.
In 1867 the subject of a new building
began to be earnestly considered, and Oct. 26, 1869,
the building now in use was formally opened.
It consists of a centre and wings in line. It is two

hundred and fifty-five feet in length, five stories high,
including basement and attic. The three middle
stories of the wings contain eighty-four
rooms for
students and teachers, each room designed to accom
modate two occupants.
In the attics are the rooms
for the literary societies, and in the ladies' building
the music-rooms; the rest is occupied for dormitories.

The basement in the north wing contains the school

room for the primary department, artists' rooms, suite
of rooms for teachers, and four rooms for students.
private
The kitchen, laundry, superintendent's
servants' sleeping-rooms
rooms, and
are in the base
ment of the south wing.
The whole building is
heated by steam from apparatus in the cellar, and is
very perfect in all its appointments and appliances.
Its cost was one hundred and twenty-five thousand
dollars.
Peddie Institute was founded in 1868.
The school
is named after the Hon. Thomas B. Peddie, of New
ark, whose gifts to it aggregate fifty thousand dollars.

who attended six months and less than eight, 44 ;
number who attended four months and less than six,
35 ; number who attended less than four months,
100; average number who attended during the time
the schools were kept open, 125 ; estimated number of

The number of students now in attendance is one hun
dred and seventy-five.
The school has a fine library
and apparatus.
Professor H. A. Pratt was the first
principal, followed by Rev. E. P. Bond and Rev. E.
J. Avery in turn. The educational force of the insti

children

tute numbers ten resident teachers.
The departments of instruction are arranged with ¦
special reference to the wants of three classes of
schol
ars : (1) A preparatory course for young men design
No pains will be spared to make
ing to enter college.
this department equal to tbe best preparatory school
in the country.
(2) A more strictly scientific course
for those young men who do not expect to pursue a

in the district who attended private schools,
50; estimated number of children in. the district who
attended no school during the year, 125: number of
children the school-rooms would seat comfortably,
170; number of male teachers employed, 1; number of
per month paid
female teachers employed, 3; salary

average salary per month
to the male teacher, $62.50 ;
paid to female teachers, $28.33.
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regular collegiate

curriculum. This will furnish fa
cilities for students wishing to pursue a general or a
special course of study in science and mathematics.
(3) A course for young ladies essentially the same as
the scientific course for young men.
To ladies and gentlemen equal advantages are af
forded, and both are entitled to graduate on equal
terms when the prescribed course of studies is com
pleted, and receive diplomas conferring the regular
degree of Bachelor of Philosophy.
The following constitute the board of instruction:

J. Avery, A.M., president, Moral Philosophy ;
John B. Kendrick, A.M., Latin, Greek, etc.; Enoch
Perrine, A.B., English, German, etc. ; Sidney Put
nam, Common English, German ; Miss Ella F. Law
rence, preceptress, French, Algebra; Miss Jennie
S. Wilson, English, Sciences, Literature ; Mrs. A.
AVilliamson, Music and Voice Culture ; Miss Carrie
L. Clark, Music; Miss Annie J. Higgins, Painting,
Drawing, etc. ; Miss Mary E. Mount, Primary ; AValter S. Bonbright, Elocution, etc.
The institution was chartered in 1879. The follow
ing is the board of directors : Hon. T. B. Peddie,
M.C, Newark, president; S. Van Wickle, Esq., New
Brunswick, vice-president ; Rev. 0. P. Eaches, Hights
town, secretary ; Rev. AV. V. Wilson, Port Monmouth,
treasurer ; Rev. AV. H. Parmly, D.D., Jersey City ;
Rev. H. F. Smith, D.D., New Brunswick; Rev. D.
J. Yerkes, D.D., Plainfield ; Rev. T. E. Vassar, Flem
ington ; Col. Morgan L. Smith, Newark ; Hon. James
Buchanan, Trenton ; Hon. E. T. R. Applegate, Hights
town ; Hiram Deats, Esq., Cherryville; Thomas Bur
Flemingrowes, Esq., Keyport; Asa Suidam, Esq.,
ton ; Frederick S. Fish, Esq., Newark ; Rev. T. S.
Griffiths, Holmdel ; Rev. J. C. Buchanan, Pember
ton ; Rev. William Rollinson, Rahway; Rev. AV. W.
Rev. George K. Allen,
Case, Hamilton Square;
Jersey City; Rev. E. J. Foote, Middletown ; Joseph
H. Gaskill, Esq., Mount Holly.
The Home Seminary. — The Home Seminary was

Rev. E.

founded in 1864 by the late Rev. John McCluskey,
D.D., as a day school, for the purpose of providing
for young ladies of Hightstown and vicinity the ad
vantages of a liberal and thorough education in the

English and higher branches. On taking possession
of the institution in 1870 the present principal added
a boarding department, with the design of making
this it pleasant, safe, home school, and hence assumed
" Home Seminary."
for it the name,
The main building has cheerful and attractive
rooms, neatly and completely furnished, for fourteen
boarders, with but two occupants in each room.

The school is divided into primary, preparatory,
intermediate, academic, and classical departments.
Pupils are carefully examined at entrance, and as
signed to their respective classes.
All who complete
the course of study in either the academic or classical
department, as a testimonial thereof, at graduation
are presented with the seminary ring.

The following-named persons constitute the faculty
of Home Seminary : Principals, Rev. W. M. AVells,
A.M., and Mrs. C. M. Wells ; Instructors, Rev. Wil
liam M. Wells, A.M., Sciences, English Literature,
Latin, and German ; Mrs. C. M. AVells, Painting and
Drawing; Miss Addie L. Baldwin, French and Eng
lish Branches; Miss Jennie Grenelle, Elocution.
Van Rensselaer Memorial Institute.— This
institute was named in honor of the late Rev. Cort
landt Van Rensselaer, D.D., secretary of the Board
Church, whose
of Education of the Presbyterian
death occurred just before the institute was founded.
The object of the founders was to establish a classical
school of a high grade, with a liberal endowment, and
then to aid young men seeking the gospel ministry in
their preparatory course, particularly the sons of min
The institute is a beautiful
isters and missionaries.
building, admirably adapted to the purpose for which
it was intended. The cost has been thirty thousand
dollars, of whicii amount the citizens of Hightstown
about twenty thousand dollars, together
with ten acres of land.
The Rev. James Wood, D.D.,
The Rev.
was the first president of the institute.
Charles Hodge, D.D., LL.D., of Princeton, was
until his death the president of the board of trustees,
contributed

and felt a deep interest in the success of the enter
prise. His successor was Rev. Lyman H. Atwater,
D.D., LL.D., of the College of New Jersey. The
hopes of the founders have not as yet been realized,
on account of the death of Dr. AVood and others, and
the failure to secure the necessary endowment.

The Baptist Church. — The Baptist Church is the

It formerly belonged to Cran
bury, where it was constituted in 1745 with seventeen
oldest in the village.

members, named as follows: James Carman, AVilliam
Cheeseman, William Cheeseman, Jr., Samuel Cheese
man, John Dye, Thomas Morford, Moses Hull, John

Hight, Malakiah Bonham, Martha Cheeseman, Cath
arine Cheeseman, Mary Dye, Abigail Morford, Mary
Hight, Margaret Carman, Catharine Morris, and Jo
anna Flavel. These were the fathers and mothers in
the faith. Opposite the name of each of them stands,
in the records of the church, the word "dead."
The next year the church joined the Philadelphia
Association.
It was the seventh Baptist Church or
ganized in the State, the others being at Middletown, Piscataway, Cohansey, Cape May, Hopewell,
and Kingwood.
According to Benedict, it was the
fortieth church in this country, including Seventh-

Day Churches.
At that time there was only one
Baptist Church in Philadelphia and one in New
York. In the year of its formation Brainerd was
preaching to the Indians in Cranbury.
" The first pastor," says
Benedict, in his "History
Church," "
of the Baptist
was Rev. James Carman,
who was remarkable for living by faith.
He was
born at Cape May in 1677, and was baptized at Staten
Island, near New York, by Rev. Elias Keath, in the
age."
fifteenth year of his
He did not join any Bap-

-
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tist Church for some years; he went first among the
Quakers, but, not content with their way, he joined
the New-Light Presbyterians, whom he permitted to
baptize

one of his children.
But iu time he came
back to his first principles, and united with the church
in Middletown, and in a short time was licensed to
preach at Cranbury, and was ordained pastor of that
church at the time it was constituted.
at the age of seventy-nine.

Here he died

After the death of Rev. Mr. Carman there came a
dark period in the history of the church, which had
no settled pastor from 1756 to 1782.
During a large
part of this period no returns were made to the Asso
For two years it was supplied by Rev. Isaac
ciation.
There was
Stelle, pastor of the Piscataway Church.
during this pastorless period one revival of great
power, when thirty were baptized in one year. But
the church dwindled until it had in 1774 only twentyfour members. No church records were kept for these
years. The minutes of the Philadelphia Association

furnish the only light upon that period. The church
had no pastor, but it had three sources of help, neigh
boring pastors, traveling preachers, and its ruling
We find this record

elders.
death :

after

Mr. Carman's

that the church do assemble at the
meeting-house on the Sabbath to hold Christian soci
ety and so to continue once a fortnight; concluded
that our brethren AVilliam Cheeseman and Thomas

Morford do carry on the exercises of divine worship
at the time appointed, and call to their assistance such
proper."
help as they think
The' fire burned low, but it burned.
They were
days of suffering to the brotherhood in Massachusetts

and Virginia.
At this time Baptist farms were sold
in New England to support the standing order, and
Baptist ministers by the score were in Virginia jails.
The church had nearly become extinct when Rev.
Peter Wilson came and was ordained pastor, May 13,

In

nine years from his settlement

two hun

dred and three were converted and baptized.
His
years' pastorate
was a constant revival.
His
thirty
sermons that yet remain show him to be a man richly
versed in the Scripture.
He studied by day at the
celebrated academy of Dr. Burgess Alison, at Borden

town, by night he worked at the tailor's bench. Mor
gan Edwards styles him A.M. His salary was "£120
per annum besides perquisites."

His first field extended from the Raritan and the
Atlantic to the Delaware; from Penn's Neck to Squan
and Mount Holly.
He was constant in labors, a1man
vigorous
of
frame aud large heart, traveling on horse
His pastorate was the
back to fill his appointments.
genesis of a number of Baptist Churches in the State.
He preached at Cheesquake, South River, Manasquan,
Penn's Neck, Trenton, Nottingham Square, and Mount
Holly. He went beyond the Delaware.
Edwards
says, "The Church at the Manor were all baptized by
him." At that time there were only three churches
50

77L

in the bounds of this Association, Middletown, Hights
Rev. Peter Wilson's min town, and Upper Freehold.
istry continued fruitful in labors until his retirement
He baptized nine
from the pastorate, Nov. 3, 1816.
hundred and fifty-two persons. He died May 19, 1824,
and is buried a few feet from the pulpit that he filled
for over thirty years.
In the early part of Rev. Mr. AVilson's ministry the
church decided to remove to Hightstown. It was
then a little hamlet of not more than six houses and
a mill. The major part of the membership doubtless
centered about this place. Half an acre of land was
purchased from William Smith, the conveyance bear

ing date April

3, 1784.

Upon this was built

a frame

It had, as Edwards says,
house, forty by thirty feet.
a stove, a rare thing in those days.
Orthodox preach
meeting-houses
hard
and
cold
were the
ing,
benches,
It had, as older people relate,
rule a century ago.
galleries, and a sounding-board over the pulpit, iu
which rested a dove. The first service was held in it
Nov. 11, 1785. The church passed the following reso

lution April 12, 1788 :
"Agreed to raise by subscription money to pay the
deficiency for discharging expense of building the
Hightstown."
meeting house at

*'' Concluded

1782.
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Legislature to
the church.
November 30th the church
organized under the act, adopting the seal still used,
and electing its first board of trustees, namely, Sam
March

16, 1786, an act passed the

incorporate

uel Minor, William Tindall, William Covenhoven,
AVilliam Cubberly, Nehemiah Dey, John Walton,
John Cox. This meeting-house was used until 1834,
when it was sold and removed from the premises,
and a brick church was erected on the old site and
dedicated in the fall of the same year, and in 1839
it was renovated and enlarged, and rededicated by
Rev. Samuel Aaron.

Services were held in this house
when it became inadequate to hold the
congregation, and the erection of a new and more
commodious church edifice was commenced, which
was completed in the summer of 1857, and dedicated

until

1857,

Feb. 24, 1858.
This church is located within a few
feet of the old brick church in the centre of the vil
lage, and is a wooden structure, fifty-seven by eightytwo feet, costing about twenty thousand dollars.
The
old brick church is now used for Sunday-school and
prayer-meeting purposes.
The pastors who have filled the pulpit since the re

tirement of Rev. Peter Wilson have been installed as

follows:

Rev. John Seger, May 1, 1818; Rev. C. W. Mul
ford, Dec. 21, 1836; Rev. George Young, April 1,
1847 ; Rev. J. B. Saxton, May 25, 1851 ; Rev. E. m!
Barker, May 27, 1853; Rev. Lewis Smith, Dec. 1,
1857; Rev. Isaac Butterfield,
June 19, 1864; Rev.

Lyman Chase, May 1, 1870; and Rev. O. P.
Eaches,
the present pastor, June 1, 1870.

At its formation the church had ruling elders as
well as deacons. The deacons had charge of thefban-
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The ruling elders filled a more spiritual
the absence of the pastor, it was the prov
ince of the elders to carry on the church worship.
It
cial work.
office.

In

is doubtful whether women voted in the early church
meetings.
We find this record Oct. 2, 1784:
" And those male members that omit attending upon
the appointed days, shall render an account for their
meeting."
not attending at the next
It was a grave question before the Association in
1746 whether women should have their votes recorded.

The last ruling elder was elected in 1798.
The following are the names of those who served
in that capacity, with such data concerning each as
has been obtainable:
Malakiah Bonham, elected
Nov. 1, 1745, dismissed 1749; AVilliam Cheeseman,
elected Nov. 1, 1745 ; Thomas Morford, elected Nov.
elected November, 1748,
1, 1745; Josiah Davison,
deposed March 12, 1757; Reuben Major, elected May
12, 1766; John Chamberlain, elected May 12, 1766;
Thomas Dey, elected June 8, 1798.
The following have served as deacons : Thomas
Dey, elected April 16, 1785; Daniel Hutchinson,
elected April 16, 1785; William Tindall, elected April
Cheeseman, elected Sept. 30, 1786,
21,1796; AVilliam Ball, elected April
21, 1796, dismissed ; Joseph Cheeseman, elected April
16, 1785 ; AVilliam

dismissed

April

John Flock, elected June 8, 1798,
elected June 8, 1798;
Enoch Chamberlain, elected Aug. 23, 1802, died April

26, 1796, dismissed;

John Morford,

dismissed;
24, 1832;

John

Havens,

Sr., elected

April

24, 1804,

dismissed Sept. 10, 1804; John Vaughn, elected April
Allen, elected April 23, 1805, died

23, 1805; Thomas

13, 1855; Wilson Hunt, elected Aug. 25, 1812,
died Sept. 24, 1823; Archibald Forman, elected Aug.
25, 1812, died Nov. 15, 1816; Andrew Seger, elected
Mr.' Seger's
during
pastorate, died; Samuel AJlen,
elected during Mr. Seger's pastorate, died Aug. 30,

Feb.

1857; John Fisher, elected during Mr. Seger's pas
torate, died Sept. 23, 1863 ; Thomas Ely, elected du
ring Mr. Seger's pastorate, died Aug. 21, 1860 ; Enoch

Allen, elected July 30, 1853, still serving; Matthew
Rue, elected July 30, 1853, still serving; T. S. Snedeker, elected Jan. 24,1803, died Aug. 31, 1868; John
Woolly, elected Jan. 24, 1863, dismissed July 11,
1874; Randolph Chamberlain, elected Jan. 24, 1863,

John M. Allen, elected Jan. 24, 1863,
died Sept. 27, 1873; R. M. Job, elected March 28,
1874, died Oct. 26, 1874; L. C. Mount, elected April

still serving;

still serving; T. M. Dey, elected May 27,
1876, still serving.
Of the thirty-four elders and deacons all are dead
but five. One of them was deposed from office, but
not excluded from the church.
The church records
speak of some of them as pillars of the church. The
experience of Thomas Allen, who served as deacon
fifty years, was deemed so clear and scriptural that
the church voted to have it printed.
The present membership of the church is four hun
1, 1876,

dred and forty-eight.

1882 are Richard S. Mason, E. T.
Matthew Rue, Forman Hutchinson, Thos.
M. Dey, Lewis C. Mount, and John Perrine.
By a conveyance from Joseph South to Thomas

The trustees for

Applegate,

Allen, Wilson Hunt, Thomas Slack, Aaron Forman,
and Bedford Job, trustees, bearing date Nov. 17,
1817, the church became possessed of a farm of sev
enty acres, lying on the York road. This was occu
pied by the pastors of the church until 1857, when it
was sold. In 1871 a parsonage was built in the town,
at a cost of nearly five thousand dollars.
The Methodist Episcopal Church.— The history
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the borough
of Hightstown, like the history of the great ecclesi
astical

organization

to which

it

belongs, had its he-

ginning in small things. We find by consulting the
minutes of 1785 that the State of New Jersey was then
divided into three circuits, known as the West Jer
Revs. Adam
sey, East Jersey, aud Trenton Circuit.
Cloud and Matthew Greentrce were appointed to East
Jersey Circuit, and in passing around visited this
place, and obtained permission to hold meetings in a
tavern which was kept by Adam Shaw, in a house

that stood near the site of Vandike's hotel.
It is
supposed they continued that appointment until Con
ference next met.
The following year (1786) Revs. John McCloskey
and Ezekiel Cooper were appointed to East Jersey

Circuit, and continued for a time to preach at the
tavern ; but not deeming the place suitable for hold
ing religious meetings, Rev. McCloskey stated pub
licly that at his next appointment, if a more suitable
place was not provided, he would discontinue preach
ing in the settlement.
Robert Hutchinson, then a
young man, having heard Mr. McCloskey preach,
much to his satisfaction and profit, regretted the prospect of the discontinuance of the appointments, and on

his return home expressed to his uncle, Joseph Hutch
inson, who resided about two miles from the village,
the wish that he would accompany him to Hights
town to hear Mr. McCloskey the next time he

preached, which the latter did. And as they were on
their way to the village, at the time appointed, Robert
asked his uncle whether, in view of what Mr. Mc
Closkey had said respecting the discontinuance
of
his appointments, he would not, if he liked his
preaching, give him an invitation to preach at his
house, to which his uncle consented, and after hear

ing the sermon extended the invitation, and the
place of preaching was transferred from Hightstown
to his house, which is still standing.
This house be
came the regular place of worship, and in 1786 a
class or society was organized,
Joseph Hutchinson and wife.

among whom were

From this little band three ministers were raised
up, viz. : the brothers Sylvester, Robert, and Aaron
Hutchinson.
Aaron, the youngest of the three,
gave evidence of much talent and zeal, and
was. ad
vised by Rev. Mr. McCloskey to devote himself
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wholly to the ministry, and in two weeks from the
time of his reception into the church he was on his
hymnway north with horse, saddle-bags, Bible, and
preachers
equipments
of Methodist
book, the usual
in those days. Sylvester and Robert were also re
ceived into the traveling circuits at the Conference of
1789.

Soon

after

the

society

was

organized,

Joseph

Hutchinson erected, principally at his own expense,
a small, plain house of worship at Milford, where ser
vices were regularly held until 1834 or 1835.1
In 1825, Rev. Israel Pearce was appointed to pre
side over this little flock, which then numbered seven,
and during the first year of his ministry the society
increased to forty members, and the little church was
deemed inadequate to hold the congregation.
were at once made to enlarge the old church,
plans failed, when a proposition was made by
dists at Hightstown, and accepted by those

Efforts
but all
Metho
at

Mil

ford, to remove the place of worship to Hightstown,
and erect a new and more commodious building
there. A subscription was drawn up, and, through

the exertions principally of C. C. Johnson and J.
A lot
Pearce, the undertaking was accomplished.
was given by Robert S. Purdy, and a brick church
was erected in 1835, and dedicated by Rev. Charles
Under authority of an act of the Legisla
Pitman.
ture the old house of worship at Milford was sold,
and the Methodist preaching, whicii was established
at Hightstown in 1785, and afterwards removed to

Milford, was brought back to Hightstown after a
lapse of fifty years.
From 1835 to 1852 the Hightstown charge was con
nected with AUentown and Crosswick
was regularly supplied with preachers
those circuits,

Circuits, and
appointed to

as follows :

Revs. Milford Day and S. Jaquette, 1835-36 ; Revs.
•Thomas G.Stewart and William Rodgers, 1836-37 ;
Revs. Nathaniel Chew and Edmund Hance, 1838 ;
Rev. Z. Gaskill, 1839-40; Rev. James S. Stewart,
1841; Rev. I. Hardy, 1842; Rev. B. Anderson,
1843 ; Revs. R. E. Morrison, J. AV. Jackson, and
S. AV. Hilliard, 1844-45 ; Revs. Oliver Badgley and
H. M. Brown, 1846-47; Revs. AValter Burrows,
Revs.
James Parker, and R. B. Yard, 1848-49;
John Scarlet, John B. Hill, and E. AV. Adams, 1850-

In 1851, Hightstown was separated from Centreville and became an independent charge, and in 1852,
Rev. Cornelius Clark was appointed pastor. He was
succeeded by Revs. John Fort, 1853-54 ; Edmund M.
Griffith, 1855; Enoch Green, 1856-57 ; H. B. Beegle,
H. M. Brown,
Isaac Werner, 1860-61;
1858-59;
1862 ; S. E. Post, 1863-65 ; Philip Cline, 1866-67 ;
J. S. Phillips, 1870; William Walton, 1874; J.
EastLewis, 1875 ; Joseph L. Rue, 1877 ; Calvin C.
present
the
iack, 1879 ; and Winfield S. McCowan,
51.

1 For interesting reminiscencesof meetings and preachers there, see
the history of East Windsor township.
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The present church edifice is lo
pastor, 1880-82.
cated on Church Street, between Morrison and Stock
ton Streets.
The corner-stone was laid Aug. 23,
1857, by Rev. C. H. Whitecar, with appropriate ser
The building was completed the same year,
and dedicated Jan. 10, 1858, by Rev. C. H. AVhitecar.
This church has a membership of two hundred.
The officers for 1882 are John McMurran, John W.

vices.

Ely, Joseph McMurran,

AV. T. Brown, David AV.
Davison, and David Carhart, trus
tees ; R. M. Early, G. AV. Eldridge, P. M. Thomas,

Morton,

Isaac

L.

Jr., W. T.
John McMurran, stew

D. V. Fisk, D. W. Morton, R. R. Forman,
Brown, Isaac

L.

Davison, and

ards.

The First Universalist Society.2— This society,
of which was effected within the
the organization
memory of many of its present members, through
much bitter opposition and many tribulations, has at
length come to occupy its present handsome Gothic
structure on Main Street.

The earliest known advocate of the Universalist
faith in this vicinity was Daniel Johnes, who lived
near Milford.
He was full of zeal for his faith, and
being a strong controversialist, exerted very consider
able influence in his neighborhood.
He died in the.
eighty-first year of his age, in July, 1823, leaving his
son, Samuel C. Johnes, and Richard Norton, who had
become converted to his views in the attempt to set
"Uncle Daniel" aright, as the then sole representa
tives of Universalism

in the vicinity.

About

1826,

Hiram and AVilliam

Upham, young men of more
than ordinary intelligence, from New England, set
tled in the neighborhood.
They were open and fear

of Universalism, and were the
means of winning thoughtful persons to the cause
they espoused.
In August, 1830, Rev. T. Fiske had an appoint
ment to preach in Hightstown, but being unable to
less in their advocacy

come himself, sent Rev. W. L. Hawley, a convert
from the Methodists in Kentucky, who preached the
first Universalist sermon in the house of Col. S. C.
Johnes. In the fall of the same year Rev. T. J. Saw

yer, of New York, preached one or more sermons in
the house of Richard Norton, under the influence of
which Isaac Pullen became a convert to the faith
which he honored and liberally supported till his
death. In October, 1832, the Philadelphia Associa
tion of Universalists met at the house of S. C. Johnes,
at which time there seems to have been a dozen or
more zealous advocates of the doctrine.
In Decem
ber of the same year S. C. Bulkeley, a school-teacher,

then boarding with Richard Norton, preached there
his first sermon, and afterward a number of times in
various houses in the neighborhood, and soon after
entered the ministry.
In May, 1833, there was quite a gathering of Uni

versalists in Hightstown, in which

Revs. T.

2 Contributed by C M. Norton.

J.

Saw-
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yer, L. F. AV. Andrews, S. C. Hillya, Asher Moore,
and A. C. Thomas were present. In 1834, Revs. 0.
W. Fuller, C. F. Le Fevre, Asher Moore, and Abel
C. Thomas preached in the neighborhood, and in the

same year the frame building of the Baptist Society
was purchased by Dr. Charles G. McChesney for the
Universalists, which was removed to a lot presented
them by Maj. James Cook, on part of which the
present church edifice stands.

Aug.

10, 1835, after a neat refitting

the house was

rededicated, the sermon being by Rev. C. F. Le
Fevre from the text Haggai ii. 9. At these services
Revs. A. C. Thomas and L. C. Marvin were also
present. The first year after the opening of the
house various ministers occupied its pulpit once a

month ; the next year Rev. H. Lyon supplied statedly.
Feb. 7, 1838, Rev.
H. Gihon was installed first

J.

pastor, preaching

half the time in Hightstown and

At the close
doing missionary work the other half.
of 1839 he returned to Philadelphia, whence he had,
come.

At

of worship March
" for the purpose of organizing a Universal
Society,"
ist
the following persons were appointed a
committee to prepare a constitution : John H. Gihon,
E. Carmichael, S. C. Johnes, Abijah Applegate, H.
A. Moore, and John C. Ward, with Richard Norton,
On the
president, and J. T. Hutchinson, secretary.
6th of April following a^constitution as presented was
adopted and signed by the following persons : Richard
Norton, Ellen Norton, Samuel C. Johnes, Sarah
Johnes, John I. Hutchinson, Elizabeth Hutchinson,
Isaac Pullen, Jane Pullen, John C. AVard, Masgaret
AVard, Nathaniel Cox, Elizabeth Cox, R. M. Smith,
Abigail Smith, E. Carmichael.
Four only of these
are now living.
The first officers elected under
the organization of the society were S. C. Johnes,
president; Richard Norton, vice-president; E. Car
michael, secretary; R. M. Smith, treasurer; John C.
Ward, S. C. Johnes, Isaac Pullen, collectors.
During 1841 and 1842, Rev. Abel Fletcher was set
tled over the society, and was followed in 1844-46 by
a meeting held at their house

31, 1839,

J. AVhitcomb. In 1848, Rev. Asher
took charge, and remained with the society
till late iii 1851. In 1853 and 1854, Rev. G. Collins
officiated.
In 1855 extensive improvements were
made in the old meeting-house.

Rev.

Thomas

Moore

pursuant to legal notice, a meeting
the society. At this meeting
Edward C. Taylor was appointed president of the

May

10,

1856,

was held to incorporate

incorporation, and John I. Hutchinson, Isaac Pullen,
John Edwards, Joshua R.Norton, and E. C. Taylor
were elected trustees. The following additional offi
cers were elected : Joseph J. Ely, secretary ; Charles
Keeler, treasurer; John C. AVard, W. W. Taylor,
James Norton, collectors; AVicoff Norton, sexton.
In June, 1856, Rev. T. Fiske was engaged to preach
one-half the time, and officiated until late in 1859.
year'
Rev. H. R. AVal worth accepted
The following

In
the pastorate, and remained until late in 1861.
the spring of 1863, Rev. A. C. Thomas, of Philadel
phia, an especial friend of the society, removed to the
village on account of broken health.
Refusing to
accept the position of pastor, or even to serve as
stated supply, he generously offered to serve as strictly
a volunteer preacher, with one sermon every Sunday.
These relations continued until his removal to Bridge
port, Conn., in the spring of 1865.
During 1866 and 1867, Rev. G. Collins officiated
Ladies'
statedly.
Sewing So
During his pastorate a
ciety was established, and on the 18th of January,
1867, a church was organized consisting of the follow
ing members :

Florentine Tulane, Eliza Tulane, Margaret Ward,
Elizabeth Hutchinson, Sarah J. Hutchinson, W. R.
Norton, Elizabeth V. McChesney, C. M. Norton,
Lydia Slack Norton, J. Madison Pullen, Charles
Keeler, M. Louise Keeler, T. J. Pullen, Isabella V.
Pullen, Julia A. Reed, W. H. H. Pullen, Charles M.
Perrine, Ellen Norton, Mary Norton, Annie F. Pul
len, Mary Perrine, R. P. Gopdher.
During this year the project of a new house of wor
Isaac Pullen,
ship began to be seriously agitated.
who died Dec. 13, 1867, had already left a bequest
of one thousand dollars, which served as a nucleus.

May

31, 1868, a meeting was called to consider the
subject of a new church edifice, and a committee was
appointed to report at a later meeting.
On June 14th
the committee reported upon their canvass with a view
to raise six thousand dollars.
They believed five thou
sand dollars could be raised. A motion was made to
start a subscription among those present, and in a few ,
minutes the sum of four thousand seven hundred dol
lars was pledged.
December 3d, I. J. Pullen and J.
R. Norton were appointed a committee to solicit sub

scriptions, and James Norton and Charles Keeler a
committee on plans and specifications.
On the 14th
of December the latter committee reported the follow
ing general plan, which was adopted : To build with

brick, to have a basement beneath the audience-room,
and to roof with slate. A building committee con
sisting of James Norton, C. M. Norton, and C. M.

Perrine was appointed at this meeting.
Jan. 4, 1869,
at a meeting held to decide upon a site, it was found
that the shape of the lot would not permit of the loca
tion of the house as desired, and the committee were
compelled unwillingly to adopt the present location
near the street.

<

June 30, 1869, the corner-stone of the new edifice
was laid with appropriate ceremonies, under the di
rection of Rev. A . C. Thomas.
The following articles
were deposited in the box which was placed within the
corner-stone :
Copy of the Bible ; constitution of the society and
Confession of Faith ; names of the members of the
society, church, and Sunday-school ; list of contrib
utors to the church; records of the Ladies' Sewing
Circle ; semi-annual report of Sunday-schools
copies
;
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of the Christian Leader, Universalist, Star in

the West,

Christian Repository, New Covenant, Myrtle, Guiding
Star, Hightstown Gazette, Trenton State Gazette, Uni
versalist Register, 1869; a series of Sunday-school in
books; specimens of United States coins,
1869; one cent, date 1810, found under the old
church ; the funeral sermon of Isaac Pullen, by Rev.

struction

A. C. Thomas

; semi-centennial

medal of Odd-Fel

lowship ; constitution of Hightstown Lodge, No. 27,
I. O. G. T. ; by-laws of Hightstown Lodge, No. 41,
F. and A. M. ; constitution of AVindsor Lodge, No.
59, I. O. of O. F. ; business cards, and within a glass

jar likenesses of Isaac Pullen, Rev. M. Ballou, and
A. C. Thomas, and a sealed bottle of various seeds.
At the regular annual meeting of the society, Dec.
25, 1869, the building committee reported the com
pletion of the basement of the new liouse, and its oc
cupancy for church purposes, and an expenditure of
seven thousand two hundred

and twenty-two

dollars.

During the year 1870 arrangements had been made
with Rev. A. A. Thayer, of New York, for supplying
the pulpit.
During this year also the society had
erected upon its grounds, at a cost of eight hundred
and eighty dollars, a building to be used for the pur
poses of a select school, which was duly opened under
the charge of Professor W. AV. Swett, a gentleman of
high repute as a teacher of youth.
Feb. 21, 1871, the new church edifice was dedicated
by the following order of services: Reading of hymn
by A. C. Thomas ; selections, led by Rev. Sumner
Ellis, with congregational responses ; prayer by Rev.

F. S. Bliss ; sentences by Dr. Chapin, Revs. S. Ellis,
A. C. Thomas, and Moses Ballou ; hymn by Rev. F.
S. Bliss ; sermon by Rev. E. H. Chapin, D.D., from
Eph. iv. 6, " One God and Father of all, who is above
all;" prayer
of dedi
all, and through all, and in you
cation and sentence of the same, by Rev. /A. C.
Thomas ; selections by Rev. M. Ballou, with re
sponses; anthem and benediction.
Following the services of dedication, Rev. A. C.
Tliomas made a brief statement of the finances of the
society, saying that, after expending fourteen thou
sand dollars, they still found themselves seventeen
hundred dollars in debt. Good-humored
remarks
were made by Revs. Thomas and Ballou, and the
Hons. Horace Greeley and P. T. Barnum, when E.
C. Taylor led with one hundred dollars, followed by
J. C. Ward with another hundred dollars, and the
Ladies'
Sewing Circle, which had already given one
thouand dollars toward the church and one thousand
dollars towards its furnishing, added another one
hundred dollars.
Hon. Horace Greeley, who had al
ready given two lectures, added fifty dollars, and
P. T. Barnum, who had also given two lectures, gave
a

check

for one hundred

dollars.

The collectors

soon announced that they had one thousand dollars,

lacking only thirty-seven dollars, which balance was
In the after
claimed by Adam Exton, of Trenton.
" Love
noon Rev. S. Ellis preached from the subject,
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law."
is the fulfilling of the

Before the evening ser
vices Hon. Horace Greeley gave an impromptu ad
The day's ser
dress, by request, to a crowded house.
vices were closed by a sermon from Rev. M. Ballou,
from the text,
is a fearful thing to fall into the

"It

God."
hands of the living

In June of

1871 a call was extended to Rev. E.
which was accepted, his pastorate con
tinuing until the early part of 1876, when he was
succeeded by Rev. A. P. Smith, who remained with
In 1879,
the society until the latter part of 1878.
Rev. O. L. Ashenfelter settled with the society, re
In May, 1881, Rev.
maining till the autumn of 1880.
W. E, Copeland, the present pastor, took charge, in

Hathaway,

response to a unanimous call.
The present officers of the society are William R.
Norton, president; AV. R. Norton, Joseph Snedecker,
Samuel Ellis, Austin A. Wright, Charles M. Perrine,
trustees ; S. C. Johnes, treasurer; C. M. Norton, secre
tary ; J. R. Norton, collector.
The Sunday-school connected with the First Uni
versalist Society was organized in 1840; June 16,

it was reorganized, and a constitution was
adopted for its more systematic management.
The
following officers were elected : Superintendent,
1858,

Charles

W. Mount; Librarian, Charles M. Norton;

Treasurer, Charles Keeler. In April, 1864, E. C.
Taylor was elected superintendent, which position he
In July
held until his resignation in June, 1871.

following C. W. Mount was elected to the position,
which he filled to June, 1873, when E. C. Taylor was
Mr. Taylor de
re-elected, serving to June, 1878.
clining to serve longer, Mrs. Emma Keeler was
elected, serving until June, 1879, and was succeeded
by the pastor, Rev. 0. L. Ashenfelter, who filled the
position until the close of his pastorate in September,
After his departure and for the balance of his
1880.
term of office Mrs. Emma Keeler, the assistant super
intendent, resumed the position of superintendent.
In June, 1881, Richard D. Norton, the present in
cumbent, was elected.
The present officers of the school are Richard D.
Norton, superintendent; C. Keeler, treasurer; Henry
A. Norton, librarian; C. M. Norton, secretary.

Trinity Chapel and Mission. — Some

time prior

to 1850, Rev. AVilliam Pass more, then rector of Christ
Church, AUentown, was appointed missionary to this
then unpromising field.
A hall, the second story of
a mechanic's work-shop, was sub-rented of a benevo
lent society, and there the missionary organized a
Sunday-sehool, and catechised and instructed such

children as came to him each Sunday before morning
prayer.

A number of children were baptized, among them
one now rector of a prominent church in Wisconsin,
the Rev. William Dafter, whose parents are now
living in the adjoining village of Cranbury.
The
public services were well attended, and an interest
was awakened

that was unfortunately

without

other
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permanent result than a kindly feeling toward those
who at various times in subsequent years repeated

Mr. Passmore's attempt to establish the Episcopal
Church in Hightstown. Mr! Passmore's labors were
suspended on account of his illness and removal
from AUentown.
Plis successor at AUentown, Rev.
John A. Parsons, continued the work for a fewmonths.

In

Rev. Dr. Foggo, since rector of Christ
Philadelphia, was employed by the New
Jersey Missionary Society to officiate at Hightstown,
1858,

Church,

which

he did for a considerable time on each alter
AVhen Dr. Foggo com
nate Sunday afternoon.
menced his labors the Misses Morrison were the only
two members of the Episcopal Church in Hightstown.
It was owing to their efforts, coupled with those of

Mr. Bennington

Gill, of AUentown, that the church
in Hightstown. They were
Dr. Foggo's removal from
usually well attended.
AUentown again interrupted the work until in 1861
Rev. Thomas Lyle, of St. Peter's Church, Spottswood, was appointed by the bishop of the diocese to
take charge of the mission.
The use of the Meth
odist Episcopal Church was kindly tendered on this
and the former occasion.
Rev. Mr. Lyle was con
veyed to Hightstown on alternate Sunday afternoons

services were revived

by one of his parishioners residing at Jamesbtirg,
some members of whose family usually accompanied
him.
Mr. Lyle continued in charge of the mission
until Lent, 1864, when he removed to Cairo, III. His
successor was the beloved and lamented Rev. Wilbur
F. Nields, then rector of St. Peter's Church, Free
hold, whose memory is still green in many hearts.
With his departure closed in failure and discourage
ment the third attempt to establish the service of the
Episcopal Church in Hightstown. During the latter
portion of the time the mission occupied a hall which
was furnished for the purpose, and Rev. James H.
Smith, of South Amboy, and afterwards of Brooklyn,
N. Y., assisted the clergymen in charge of the mis
sion.

The movement which resulted in the establishment
a permanent place of worship and the prospect of
regular Sunday services was initiated in 1871, and
has been promoted chiefly by the earnest and untir
ing efforts of Messrs. W. H. Howell and S. M.
Schanck.
Rev. F. M. Bird, since rector of a church
in Indianapolis, had charge of the mission until his
removal to the West, and at his suggestion a public
of

meeting was called, a parish organized, and a vestry
elected. AVith the almost certain prospect of a per
manent loan of several hundred dollars, a very valu
able and eligible lot was obtained, and subscriptions
were secured amounting to about two thousand dol
lars. Subsequently opportunity offered to secure by
purchase the building formerly occupied by the Cen

tral Bank, together with an ample lot surrounding
the same.

The lower room of this building was fitted up for

purposes, and the opening service was held
in August, 1874, under the direction of Dean Rod
man, of the New Brunswick Convocation.
A number of clergymen were present who took
part in the services, among whom were Revs. Mr. '
Dealy, of Red Bank, Baker and Bolmar, of Prince
ton, Petit, of Bordentown, Wills, of Burlington, Dr.
Stubbs, of New Brunswick, and Dr. Parker, of Shrews
bury.
The sermon was preached by Bishop Tuttle,
of Montana, and his able discourse was happily pre
church

and encouraging re
faced by a few congratulatory
Rev. Messrs. Dealy and Stubbs followed the
marks.
bishop with brief but appropriate remarks relative to
the history and success of the mission.
Rev. Mr. Baldwin began to officiate at Hightstown
in 1874. Rev. Frederick M. Bird succeeded him in
For a time
1876, and Rev. Mr. Clair two years later.
services were conducted by lay readers. Rev. M. A.
Hyde, rector of the church at AUentown, has officiated
¦
The present wardens (1882) are
since 1880.

The vestrymen are S. M. Schanck,
and M. A. Rue.
B. Gill, I. P. Davis, J. M. Smith, and W. W. Swett.
First Presbyterian Church.— The boundaries of
the membership of the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranbury originally embraced Hightstown. In April,
1857, the residents of Hightstown and vicinity pre
sented a petition to the Presbytery of New Bruns
wick for the organization of a Presbyterian Church
at that place.

The Presbytery appointed a committee to visit
Hightstown and organize a church there if the way

This committee, consisting of Rev. John
Hall, D.D., of Trenton ; Rev. J. M. Macdonald, D.D.,
of Princeton ; Rev. George Hale, of Pennington, with
Ruling Elders Brearley, Baker, and Sheere, met pursu
ant to appointment and organized the First Presby
terian. Church of Hightstown, May 6, 1857.
The
members of the church then organized were as follows :
Elias Riggs, Mrs. Rachel Riggs, Spofford V\r. Mount,
Mrs. Alice Mount, William S. Riggs, Mrs. Cornelia
Ann Riggs, Charles Tindall, Mrs. Mary Tindall,
Sering Shangle, Charles Robbins, Mrs. Rachel Shan
gle, Mrs. Catherine Robbins, Mrs. Mary S. C. Wyckoff,
and Mrs. Ann Smock.
On tbe same day Elias Riggs and Sering Shangle

be clear.

were elected and ordained as ruling elders.
The erection of the church edifice, which is of wood,
located on Main Street, between Bank and Wilson
begun and
Streets, was immediately
in
1858.

The church was dedicated June

17, 1858.

The

sermon was preached by the Rev. A. T.
McGill, D.D., LL.D., of Princeton.
Oct. 5, 1857, Rev. Rufus Taylor was called to the
pastorate of the church, and December 27th following
dedicatory

he began his labors as pastor. He was succeeded,
Sept. 7, 1862, by Rev. Samuel S. Shriver, who re
mained until July 1, 1869. In November, 1869, Rev.

J.

B. Davis was installed pastor, and has continued
in that relation to the present.

EAST

In the fall of 1870 a new and commodious chapel
was erected for lecture and Sabbath-school purposes,
costing

about

two thousand

five hundred

dollars.

The ruling elders of the church at present are Sering
• Shangle, Thomas C. McDonald, A. B. Wyckoff, J. V.
D. Beckman, AVilliam T. Smock, and Levi C. Updike.
The present membership of the church is two hun
dred and fifty-five.
In 1881 a parsonage was pur
chased, which is located on Main Street, nearly op
posite the church.

The African Methodist Church.— The first meet
ings of African Methodists in Hightstown were held
in the house of Stephen Bronaugh in the spring of
In 1868 a church forty feet by forty was built
1867.
on Summit Street, at a cost of thirteen hundred and
sixty dollars.
The original members of the church were George
Martin, Stephen Bronaugh, James Augustus and

Mary Jane Dillon.

The present

(1882)
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membership

is seven.
The successive pastors have been

Revs. William
Isaiah Taylor, James V. Pierce, Abra
ham C. Crippen, Edward Laws, Charles C. Green,
John AV. Whittaker, Gilbert C. AVaters, and Jeremiah
H. Pierce.
Physicians and Lawyers. — The medical profes
"\V. Grimes,

of its original proprietors, who conducted it until
January, 1854, when Messrs. Stults and Mount took
possession of the establishment.
At the expiration
of a year Mr. Mount retired from journalism and
sold his interest in the Record to his partner, Mr.
Stults.

In 1857 a well-remembered aud very acrimonious
controversy occurred between the Methodist and Uni
versalist ministers of Hightstown, and the paper,
perhaps unwisely, became involved in the strife. The
result was the establishment of an opposition organ
called the Hightstown Excelsior, whicii flourished for
four years. The first year it was under the manage
ment of C. M. Norton, who was succeeded by Daniel
Taggart, a journeyman printer, who conducted it the
second year. Charles W. Mount was at the helm a
year, and was succeeded by C. M. Norton, who was in
charge during the fourth year.

At the close of the fourth volume of this paper,
the Village Record and Hightstown Excelsior were con
solidated under the name of the Hightstown Gazelle,
of which Messrs. Stults and Norton were joint pro
prietors until September, 1863, when Mr. Norton with
drew from the newspaper business and engaged in

mercantile
ness

pursuits.

until April,

Mr. Stults continued the busi
when Thomas B. Applegate

1870,

sion has been well represented since the earliest set
tlement.
Drs. Enoch AVilson and George McRoy
were the earliest resident physicans of whom the his

became editor and proprietor, and has carried on the
business since. All the proprietors of the papers
above referred to are still living and engaged in the

torian has been able to obtain any knowledge.
Tra
says that these two men were here prior to
1800, and when called to visit a patient would go on

active duties of life, which, considering the numerous
changes here recorded, is a remarkable fact.
The Hightstown Independent, a twenty-eight-column

dition

foot, often walking from five to eight miles.
Drs.
Ezekiel Wilson and Applegate were also early physi
cians in this locality, and practiced medicine here
many years. They were succeeded by Dr. Charles
McChenesey and Dr. J. H. Wyckoff, who remained
several years. Other physicians, whose names cannot
now be recalled, have located here from time to time.
The present practitioners are Drs. Lloyd Wilbur,
G. R. Berthonew,

J. J.

Curry, Wallace McGeorge,
Dey, J. P.

A. Williamson, Joseph P. Johnson, A. H.

Davis, Titus, and Pomaye.
Among the prominent resident members of the bar
at the present day are Joseph J. Ely, S. M. Schenck,

R. M. J. Smith, and A. M. Applegate.
The Press. — The first newspaper published in
Hightstown was issued June 30, 1849, by James S.
Yard and Jacob Stults, both then young men, and
was called the Village Record. At the end of six
months Mr. Yard's health failing, he sold his interest
in the enterprise to E. C. Taylor. In the spring Mr.
Stults sold his interest to Mr. Taylor, who continued
the business six months longer and then sold the es
tablishment to Dr. B. H. Peterson, a homoeopathic
physician of the village, who carried on the business
until May 12, 1852, when he disposed of it to Mr.
Taylor. After a few numbers of the paper had been
issued by Mr. Taylor, he sold it to James S. Yard, one

It is independ
paper, was established in June; 1876.
ent in politics, having for its aim the best interest of
the community, and is under the editorial manage
ment of R. M.

J.

Smith.

Industrial.— The Old Grist-Mill.— The pioneer

grist-mill on Rocky Brook, in the borough of Hights
town, was erected prior to 1753, as shown by the fol
lowing clause from an old will bearing date March
" God free Peter, of AVindsor, in his
31st that year:
last will desires that the Grist-mill in Hightstown be
sold to pay his debts."
This mill, having undergone
many revolutions and improvements, is now owned
and operated by AV. R. Norton & Son.
It has had
numerous owners.

An Ancient Tannery. — James

Cook carried on
business previous to 1806 in an old tan
nery which stood near the site of the Railroad House.
This tannery was abandoned and a new one erected
in about 1812 by Robert T. Purdy, who continued the

the tanning

business until 1840, when R. R. Forman was taken in
as partner, and the firm was styled Purdy & Forman.

In

Mr. Purdy withdrew from the business, and
Mr. Forman until 1846, when he
retired, and was succeeded by his former partner, Mr.
Purdy. In 1849 the latter was succeeded by Joseph
Rue.
Two years later Rue was succeeded by Coward
& Ely. At the end of three years the establishment
it

1844,

was conducted by
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was purchased by Kenneth Applegate,
to be torn down and moved away.

who caused it

Shangle's Iron Foundry. —The business of Se
ring Shangle & Son, iron founders and machinists
and manufacturers of plows, plow castings, cider-

screws, etc., and agents for the Kirby mowers and
reapers, was established in 1856 by Sering Shangle,
who in 1871 admitted his son to partnership in the
enterprise.
The works of this firm, on Academy
Street, cover an area of about three-fourths
acre.

Dey & Savige's Planing- and

and Lumber-Yard. — The

of an

Moulding-Mill

Hightstown

planing- and

moulding-mill was established in 1857 by J. and E.
Dey & Co., who engaged in the manufacture of sash,

blinds, doors, mouldings, window-frames, house-trim
Six months later, J. Dey & Co.
mings, and brackets.
withdrew from the firm, and for twelve years E. Dey
was sole proprietor.
At the end of this period he
bought the lumber-yard and trade of S. C. &R. Diven,
and admitted Mr. E. T. R. Applegate to partnership
in both the manufacturing and lumber business, the
firm taking the name of Dey & Applegate,
Four
years later Mr. Applegate was succeeded by A. B.
AVyckoff. At the end of another year the member
ship of the firm was augmented by the admission of
E. H. Savige. The business was conducted by Dey,
Wyckoff & Savige during the next four years, when

Mr. AVyckoff withdrew from the enterprise, which
has since been carried on by the firm of Dey & Savige.
The mill of Messrs. Dey & Savige, a wooden building
fifty feet by thirty, with two additions measuring re
spectively thirty-six feet by twelve and twenty-four
feet by ten, is located at the corner of Mercer and
Ward Streets, and with the lumber-yard covers an
area of an acre and a half.
A twenty horse-power
engine is employed in the factory, which has a ca
pacity to turn out an annual product of seventeen
thousand dollars.

McDonald's Foundry. — The foundry and manu
implements now owned by
factory of agricultural
Thomas C. McDonald, and located on Mercer Street,
near the freight depot, was established by AVilliam S.
Riggs in 1863.
In 1869, Mr. Riggs formed a copart
nership with A. B. AVyckoff, under the firm-name of
Riggs & Wyckoff.
In 1870, Mr. Riggs withdrew from
the business, and in 1871, Thomas C. McDonald be
came a partner of Mr. Wyckoff 's. The business was
conducted by Wyckoff & McDonald until 1880, when
the former disposed of his share in it to the latter, who
has since been sole proprietor.

Shirt Manufacture.— For the past three or four
years a branch of the immense shirt manufacturing
business of Messrs. Downs & Finch, of Jamesburg,
Co., has been located in the place, now
to hundreds of persons, its busi
ness reaching a large yearly aggregate.
Middlesex

giving employment

The Hightstown Carriage Manufactory.—

This enterprise, which is conducted in

a two-story

building, forty feet by thirty-six, on Ward Street, was
established by E. Embly in 1881, and is rapidly coming
into prominence.

Societies. — Windsor Lodge, No. 9, 1. O. 0. F. —
This lodge was instituted Feb. 4, 1847. The charter
members were John Butcher, Isaac Pullen, R. M.
Smith,

Thomas

Butcher,

Charles

C. Blawalt,

and

The lodge-room, with its contents,
was destroyed by fire March 5, 1866.
The lodge was reorganized Nov. 22, 1866, with the
following officers : Tliomas C. Pearce, N. G. ; Francis
P. Carr, V. G. ; John M. Dey, Sec. ; John H. Ford,
Hiram Pullen.

Treas.

The officers
The membership is now ninety-one.
are T. M. Scrogg, P. G. ; George E. Titus, N. G.
Adolphus Messier, V. G. ; Isaac AVoIcott, Rec. Sec.
C. H. Pembrook, Per. Sec. ; Joseph McMurran, Treas.
J. Shotwell, R. S. to N. G. ; D. W. Morton, L. S
to N. G: John H. Ford, AV.; George M. Dey, C.
Jonathan H. Dey, R. S. S. ; Enoch L. Cole, L. S. S.
J. V. D. Beekman, R. S. to V. G. ; S. H. Miller, L. S.
to

V.

G.

The lodge meets Thursday evening of each week
in Hutchinson Hall, at the corner of Main and Stock
ton Streets.

Masonic Lodge, No. 41. —The charter for Hights
town Lodge was granted by the Grand Lodge of the
State of New Jersey, at its regular communication
held in Trenton, AVednesday, Jan. 9, 1856, on the pe
tition of Edward C. Taylor, of Harmony Lodge, No.
18 ; James S. Yard and Jacob Stults,
of Trenton
Lodge, No. 5; John Patterson, Charles Bennett, and
AVilliam D. Davis, of Olive Branch Lodge, No. 16 ;
and Francis S. AVolfe, of Brearley Lodge, No. 2, and
was organized in the Odd-Fellows' Hall, Hightstown,
on Wednesday, March 19, 1856, by D. G. M. Theo
dore R. Varick and other grand officers.

The charter members were Edward C. Taylor, James
S. Yard, Jacob Stults, AVilliam D. Davis, Charles Ben
nett, Jehu Patterson, Rev. Francis S. A\Tolfe, Charles

Keeler, Ira Smock, Thomas Appleget, and others.
The first officers were Edward C. Taylor, AV. M. ;
James S. Yard, S. W. ; Jacob Stults, J. AV. ; Tliomas
Appleget, Treas. ; William W. Taylor, Sec. ; Isaac S.
Buckelew, S. D. ; John S. Robbins, J. D. ; George H.
Jones, M. of C. ; J. H. Wikoff, M. of C. ; Charles
Keeler and Ira Smock, Stewards; and Thomas C.
Pearce, Tyler.
The present membership is one hundred and sev
enteen. The officers are George E. Snedeker, W. M. ;
John M. Malsbury, S. W. ; George R. Robbins, J. W. ;
Enoch Dey, Treas.; John R. Shangle, Sec; W. S.
McCowan,
Chaplain; D. H. Cunningham, S. D. ;
William H. Carr, J. D. ; AVilliam W. Embly, M. of
C. ; William T. Smock, M. of C. ; Sering Shangle
and Charles H. Pembrook, Stewards; E. C. Taylor,
Organist ; and William T. Lott, Tyler.
The lodge meets weekly at tlieir lodge-room at the
corner of Main and Stockton Streets.
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Mercer Lodge, No. 22, K. of P. — Mercer Lodge
was instituted June 4, 1869, with the following charter
members : Frederick J. Kinsler, Charles E. AVood ward,

E. 0. Richardson, Joseph H. Smith, Robert M. Early,
"Burtiss Magill, I. P. Goldy, A. Reed Ogborn, Charles
H. Pembrook, John M. Dey, James A. Exton, George
AV. Eldridge, George E. Pierson, C. C. McMichael,
Samuel L. Wright, AVilliam H. Carr, Francis P. Carr,
Howard Ashton, and George M. Kinsler.
The first officers were I. P. Goldy, V. P. ; F. J.
Kinsler, AV. C. ; Charles E. AVoodward, V. C; Sam
uel L. Wright, R. S. ; Robert M. Early, F. S. ; James
A. Exton, B. ; George W. Eldridge, G. ; Joseph H.
Smith, J. S. ; John M. Dey, 0. S. S.
The stated conclaves of this body are held every
The present officers (1882) are
Wednesday evening.
as follows: AVilliam F. Lott, P. C; W. H. Hampton,
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— The graveyard attached to the Baptist Church of
Hightstown is the oldest burial-place in the borough.

It has doubtless been in use more than a century,
though few of the memorial stones now standing bear
such early date. Among the earliest inscriptions are
the following :

"In memory of Rebeckah, wife of Obediah Herbert, who departed
twentythis lift July 4th, 1790,aged fifty-four years nine mouths and
days."
four
" In memoryof Deldamia, daughter of Asher and Sarah Applegate,
who died October20th, 1705."
" In memory of Obediah II , son of Asher and Sarah Applegate, who
days."
died June 16th, 1798,aged nineteenmonths and twenty-six
"In memory of Peter Jobs, who departed this life September30th,
1803."
" In memory of Ann Swain, who departod this life August the 14th,
days."
1806,aged thirteen years elevenmonths aud thirteen
"In memory of Rebecca,wife of James Perrine, who departed this
life July 1st, 1812,aged sixty years.
" My friends thats left to mourn and weep,
To seemy grave wherein sleep,
Rememberwell that you must die,
And be entomedas well as I."

C. C. ; Ambrose C. Zehnder, V. C. ; Isaac AVolcott,
aud S. ; George T. Wood, M. of F. ; Sering
Shangle, M. of E. ; George M. Dey, P. ; William J.

I

'K. of R.

Cole, M. at A. ; C. H. Pembrook, I. G. ; Joseph H.
Smith, 0. G.
Its
The lodge has a membership of forty-three.
lodge-room was destroyed by fire Feb. 5, 1882.
The

present place of meeting is at Odd-Fellows' Hall, at
the corner of Main and Stockton Streets.

Hightstown Lodge, No. 27, I. 0. of G. T., was
instituted in the old Baptist Church, March 25, 1868,
by the then District Deputy Grand Worthy Chief
Templar Denison, of Vineland, with fourteen charter

Lyman Chase, W. H.
Chase, Mrs. Dell S. Chase, Mrs. 0. H. Reed, Mrs. J.
C. Norris, Miss Addie Silvers, Miss Laura Silvers,
Miss Almira Silvers, Charles AV. Mount, John C.
Johnson, Joseph R. C. Johnson, George Allshouse,
members, as follows : Rev.

"In memory of Phineas Riggs, who departed this life January 18th,
age."
1813,in the sixty--dxth year of bis
"In memoryof Mary, wife of Phineas Riggs, who departedthis life
days."
February 13th,1810,a^edseventyyears four months and thirteen
" In memory of Rev. Peter Wilson, late pastor of the Baptist Church
at Hightstown, who departed this life May 19th,1824,in the seventysecondyear of bis age.
"Entomed beneaththis earthly sod,
The clay-like tabernacle'slaid ;
The spirit's wafted to its God,
paid."
And nature's toils her tribute
"Sacred to the memory of Thomas Slack, who departed this life April
8th A. D., 1838,agedseventy-sixyears one nionth.and five days.

"My head and stay is took away,

I

And am left alone.
My husband dear who was so near
Is took away and gone.
It greavesmy heart that must part

John

Wooley, and Miss Maggie Paxton.
The first officers were AV. H. Chase, W. C. T.;
Mrs. O. H. Reed, W. V. T. ; Charles W. Mount, Sec. ;
Miss Almira Silvers, Asst. Sec; Miss Laura Silvers,
Treas.; John C. Johnson, F. Sec; John Wooley,
Chaplain; Lyman Chase, P. W. C. T. At last elec
tion, Feb. 11, 1878, the following officers were chosen :
T. M. Scroggy, W. C. T. ; Lizzie Shangle, W. V. T. ;
C. ; Julia V. Schuyler, Treas. ;
B. A. Farr, F. Sec. ; Enoch Perrine, Sec.
This lodge suspended in the fall of 1878.
The Post-Office. — The post-office at Hightstown
The first postmaster
was established prior to 1800.
Thomas B. Appleget,

,

of whom information is obtainable
who kept the office in a small store
Among his successors have been
C. C. Blauvalt, I. Smith, Thomas
Perrine, and Samuel Holcomb.

was Robert Purdy,
on Stockton Street.
C. G. McChesney,

Appleget, Joseph
The present post

master, Charles Keeler, who previously held the
from 1861 to 1866, has served continuously since
The office was kept in stores, here and there,
present quarters
1875, when it was removed to its
the Railroad House.

office
1869.

until
near

Burial-Places.— The Old Baptist Graveyard.
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I

With one who was so kind,
must be still it is God's will
That am left behind."

I
Cedar

Hill

I

Cemetery Association. — This

as

sociation was organized under an act of Legislature
passed March 14, 1851, and the proceedings of the
were
meeting held for the purpose of incorporation
officially recorded May 1, 1854.
At this meeting the following trustees were chosen :
Asher Hankinson, James R. Laird, Joseph McMur

John C. Johnson, John M. Bilxson,
David Carhart, and Morgan F. Mount. James R.
Laird was chosen president of the association, Jacob
Stults, secretary, and Morgan F. Mount, treasurer.
This cemetery is located on Mercer Street between
South and Summit Streets, and contains an area of
six acres.
The present board of trustees consists of
J. V. D. Beekman, A. Walling, C. AV. Morton, G. W.
Eldridge, T. C. Pearce, R. A. Outcalt, J. S. Rodgers,
S. Tryer, and A. J. Smith, with J. V. D. Beekman
as president, A. AValling as secretary, and R. W.
Miller as treasurer.
ran, Jacob Stults,
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
EDWARD

T. R. APPLEGATE.

Edward T. R. Applegate

was born at Milford,
Mercer Co., N. J., June 1, 1831,
Henry Applegate, of English extraction, settled
between Milford and Hightstown, N. J., was a farmer,
and died suddenly at the age of sixty-eight years.
His wife Leah bore him two children, — Siah, joined
Montgomery's

army and fell at the battle of Quebec ;
and Asher, a soldier in the Revolutionary war, spent
most of his life on the home farm. Sarah, daughter

of Obediah Higby, was the wife of Asher, and of
English descent. Their children were Henry, read
with Dr. Rush, of Philadelphia, practiced
at home until 1838, and afterward in Tennessee until
his death; Abijah, born Dec. 19, 1799, in Monroe

of the State militia by Governor Newell prior to the
Rebellion, is a member of the Hightstown Lodge, No.
41, A. F. and A. M., and he has been a member of
the First Baptist Church of Hightstown for twentyfive years.

His wife died Jan. 6, 1858, leaving children, — Wil
lard, died at the age of twenty, and Lillie R. His
present wife, whom he married May 26, 1862, is
Lavinia, daughter of Thomas Ely, by whom he has

children, — Henry, in a railroad office in New York ;
Abijah E., in the bank at Hightstown; Mary H. ;
Amanda F. ; Arabella, died at the age of seven;
Sarah T. ; Eva, died young ; Wilson G., Edward, and
Thomas E.

medicine

and at the insti

in 1852, Amanda
Hightstown, and
there took up his residence, engaging in peach cul
ture and dealing in live-stock.
From 1862 until 1870
he was engaged in the lumber business, under the
firm-names of Applegate & Denise and Applegate &
Dey, adding to their business in 1866 the manufac
ture of sash, doors, and blinds. He was cashier of the
Central Bank of New Jersey at Hightstown
at one
time; one of the founders of Peddie Institute, of
which he is a trustee; one of the original stockhold
ers and a director of the First National Bank at
Hightstown ; a director of the Pennsylvania, Slating
ton, and New England Railroad, and one of the origin
ators and directors in the Hightstown and Perrinville
Turnpike Company, for which he obtained a bill from
the State Legislature.
Mr. Applegate was elected on the Democratic
ticket, and served two terms, 1859-60, in the State
Legislature, during which time he did efficient service
as chairman of the Corporation
Committee, and was
selected as Speaker of the House, pro tem., for two
weeks. He was subsequently nominated for Senator,
receiving the full party vote.
He was appointed
judge of the Court of Common Pleas by Governor
Bedle in 1877, and reappointed by Governor Ludlow

in

1882.

Judge Applegate

was

commissioned

major

it,

Abijah, was edu

a

Edward T. R. Applegate, son of
cated at the Hightstown Academy,
tute at Flushing, L. I. He married,
F., daughter of Benjamin Reed, of

a

died about 1878.

JOSEPH H. BLACK.

8,

died in 1872;
Edward T. R., subject of this sketch ; Enoch, died
at the age of nineteen ; Obediah H., resided at Free
hold, N. J., and died in 1880; Peter W., a farmer on
the homestead, died in 1872 ; Diademia, died young ;
Delilah, wife of Dr. Enoch Wilson, died about 1867;
and Leah, wife of Thomas Cox, of Monmouth County,

AND

a

1800, and who bore
1824,

1876 returned to Mercer County, and has since been
associated with his brother Charles in the nursery and
fruit business under the firm-name of Charles Black.

&

Milford, Middlesex Co., born in
him children,— Mary, born in

Brother.

In

he was united in marriage to Jennie C,
of Randolph Dillen, of East AVindsor.
They have only one surviving child, Walter C. Black.
The Black brothers are supporters of church and
kindred interests, and by their own efforts have made
financial success of life.
1865

daughter

a

County, a farmer, resides at Mil
ford, N. J., married in 1823, on Christmas-eve, Sarah
T., daughter of Wilson Hunt, of Hopewell, later near

township, Middlesex

CHARLES

Joseph Black, born in Lincolnshire, England, and
his wife, Martha Hinchliff, born in Yorkshire, Eng
land, had children, — Mary, Ann, William (deceased),
Jane (widow of Aaron Bennett), John (deceased),
Charles, Joseph H., Martha (wife of George Mc
Dowell), Ellen (wife of Higby Pullen), William E.,
and Elias S., only the two eldest of whom were
born in England.
The family came here in 1837,
landing in New York, subsequently settled in Mid
dlesex County, N. J., where the father died in 1864,
and the mother about three years afterwards.
The
parents'
children at their
death were thrown upon
their own resources for support.
Charles, born Aug.
4, 1842, at the age of twelve was employed in the
nursery of Isaac Pullen, of East Windsor. Becoming
conversant with this business, upon Mr. Pullen's
death, in 1865, Mr. Black continued the business on
rented grounds for some time, when, upon the sale of
the Pullen property, he purchased
and with his
brother, Joseph H., owns and carries on the entire
large and successful nur
Pullen homestead, doing
sery and fruit business.
Charles Black married, in
1865, Mary A., daughter of Daniel Pullen, and has
children, — Lemuel and Charles.
Joseph H. Black, the business partner of Charles,
was born Nov.
1844, and was employed during his
boyhood, for seven years, in the nursery of Isaac
Pullen. He was in Virginia for number of years as
manager of
large fruit farm, and in th'e spring of
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A. F. JOB.

EWING TOWNSHIP.
ARCHIBALD FORMAN

JOB.

His

Peter Job, served in the
great-grandfather,
Revolutionary war at the battle of Princeton, was
taken prisoner by the British, afterwards released, and
fought in the battle of Monmouth.
He died at an
advanced age, near Cranbury, N. J. His grandfather,
Redford Job, born Sept. 5, 1779, died March 23, 1851.

His wife, Mary Mount, born Jan.
April 5, 1856. Redford Job was
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surface of Ewing is generally level or slightly undu
lating, and the soil is very fertile and favorable to the
production of the cereals, oats being a notable crop.

It is

watered by the Delaware River, which forms its
western boundary ; Jacobs Creek, along its north
west extremity; and Shabbakonk Creek, which rises
north

of the centre aud flows

southeasterly

into

11, 1775, and died

Lawrence.

born at Cranbury,

There are within the township limits about
acres of improved land.
It is one of
wealthiest and most thickly populated townships
the county in proportion to its area.
The Delaware and Raritan Canal feeder has

Middlesex Co., N. J., and while a young man re
moved to Dutch Neck, Mercer Co., N. J., where he
engaged in farming on an extensive scale. He sub
sequently removed to Hightstown, engaged in farm
ing and milling until his retirement from active life.
He was one of the proprietors of the old stage-line
from Bordentown to AVashington, N. J., and a con
sistent member of the Hightstown Baptist Church.
His children were Richard M., Lydia A. (wife of An
drew Duncan), Cornelia (wife of Dr. Seely Gulick),
and Archibald F. Job.
Of these, Richard M., born
Feb. 29, 1808, succeeded his father in the stage busi
ness, which he continued until the construction
of
the Camden and Amboy Railroad, and afterwards was
in the milling business with his father until a short
time before his death. He was a member of the board
of chosen freeholders for many years, and a director
in the old Central Bank at Hightstown, and retained
"
the place of a director upon the organization of the
First National Bank there until his death. He was a
contributor to the erection of Peddie Institute, and a
member of the Baptist Church, with which he was
officially identified.
He married Mary F., daughter
of Dr. Enoch AVilson, Nov. 25, 1829, who bore him
children,—
Archibald Forman Job, subject of this
sketch, and Sarah, who was first the wife of Isaac
J. Perrine, and after his death of William H. Jack
son.
The father died Oct. 26, 1874; the mother
survives, and resides with her son.
Archibald F.
Job, born March 15, 1831, at Hightstown, was a part
ner with his father in the milling business for some
twenty years, and carries on farming at Hightstown.
He was president of the Central National Bank until
its consolidation with the First National Bank of
Hightstown, of which he is a director. Mr. Job is a
member of the board of trustees of Peddie Institute,
and a member of, and officially connected with, the
Baptist Church.
His first wife, Ann E. Perrine,
whom he married Feb. 15, 1854, died Jan. 5, 1856.
His present wife, whom he married Aug. 17, 1865, is

Martha M. Oakley, by whom he has two children, —
Annie B. and Redford Mount Job.

CHAPTER LXVI.
EWING TOWNSHIP.
Situation and Description. — Ewing is located on
the western border of. the county, and is about equi
distant from its northern and southern limits. The

thousand

ten
the

in
its

course through

the western part, and along its ex
treme western border is the hydraulic canal furnish
ing water-power to the factories and mills of Trenton.

A branch of the Pennsylvania Railroad traverses the
township side by side with the feeder.
Settlement. —The settlement of Ewing was as early
as that of any portion of the county.
It was made
about two hundred years ago by Daniel Howell, John
Davis, William Reed, Robert Lanning, Charles Clark,
Ebenezer Prout, Nathaniel Moore, Abiel Davis, Simon
Sacket, Jacob Reeder, John Deane, John Burroughs,

Jonathan Davis, Richard Scudder, Thomas Hutchin
son, and others from Long Island and elsewhere. At
that time the territory now known as Ewing (in
honor of Charles Ewing, LL.D., chief justice of New
Jersey, who died in 1832, two years before the organ
of the township) was included in the old
township of Hopewell, in the history of whicii and
of Lawrence (formerly Maidenhead) will be found
much of interest to residents of Ewing, which it has
been found impossible to treat specifically
in this
ization

connection.
It is presumed that most of the Hutchinsons in this
county are descended from Thomas Hutchinson, who

came from England and settled in what is now Ewing
township, in 1687 or 1689.
His plantation consisted of five thousand acres,
and his manor-house was on the farm on which the
lunatic asylum is built. The Hutchinsons were at

firnt Episcopalians, and John Hutchinson, only heir
of Thomas, gave a lot in 1703 for a place of burial,
and on this lot the first church ever built within the
limits of the present county of Mercer was built. The
Episcopalians

used this until they built their church
The site of this church is a short dis
tance north of the asylum.
The Hutchinsons are
very numerous in this vicinity at present.
Richard Scudder, of English descent, came from
Long Island in 1704, and established himself on a
farm in Ewing, on the bank of the Delaware, and
about half a mile from Greensburg, which is still in
possession of his lineal descendants.
His children
were Hannah, Mary, Richard, John, Abigail, Joseph,
Samuel, Rebecca, and Joanna. He died March 14,

in Trenton.

1754, aged eighty-three.

John

Scudder,

son of Richard, married

a

Miss
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Howell, and had children, —Daniel, Amos, Prudence,
Jemima, Jedediah, and Ephraim. He died May 10,
Daniel, his eldest son, died
1748, aged forty-seven.

June

5, 1811, aged seventy-five.

His

children

were

Rachel, Keziah, Abner, and Elias, of whom the latter
died Feb. 20, 1811, aged forty-four.
His children
were Daniel, John, Jasper, Smith,
and Abner.
Amos Scudder, second son of John, married Phebe
Rose, and located a mile from Greensburg.

John

Scudder, son of Amos, married Mary King
and lived on a part of the old homestead.
His chil
dren were named Amos,

Phebe,

John H.,

Morgan,
Amos mar

Mary, Elizabeth, Hannah, and William.
ried Abigail Phillips and died soon after.

Phebe

Gershom Mott and lived in Lamberton.
John H. removed to New York and is dead. Mor
gan was married four times, first to Ellen Smith,
second to Sally Ann Hill, third to Lucinda Cooley,
married

and fourth to Phebe Lavensitter.
His children were
Hannah and Ellen, the latter of whom died unmar
ried.
Hannah married Wilbur Price. Mary mar
ried Samuel Stryker and lived in Trenton.
Elizabeth
married John S. Chamberlain, and later Thomas Stry
ker. Hannah married Thomas Stryker after the death
of his sister Elizabeth.
William married Mary M.

Hay and settled on the old homestead in 1829. He
had children, — John, Morgan, William, Jonathan,
James, Mary M., John

H,

M. Elizabeth, L. Augusta,
Cornelia, Wilhemina, and Julia.
Of these, John,
Morgan, and AVilliam died in infancy, James mar
ried Mary Savidge and lived and died in Trenton,
Mary M. lives on the homestead in Ewing, as does
also John H., who married Martha Hutchinson, Jon
athan died in Maryland, M. Elizabeth married John
W. Green and removed to Kansas, M. Augusta mar
ried AVilliam E. Green and is dead, Cornelia died un
married, Wilhemina married Scudder Hart and re
moved

to Kansas,

Julia

lives

on the homestead

unmarried.
One Charles Reed came from England to Burling
ton in 1678.
A AVilliam Reed settled iu Ewing soon

after 1700, and was one of the first .trustees of the
Ewing Church.
Some of the Jones family came to Ewing about
the middle of the last century.
The first resident of
the name there of whom any information is obtain

able was John Jones, who settled on the farm now
occupied by Enoch Jones, and whose children
were
named Enoch, Lydia, Joshua, and Scudder.
Enoch
married Margaret Hay and located on the home

He had a son Lawrence, who married Mary
Williams and lives with his father, and a daughter,
named Cornelia M., who became the wife of Alfred

stead.

Reeder.

John Reeder, from England, first settled on Long
Island, but remained there only a short time. In
1700 he came to ,Ewing, accompanied
by his son
Isaac, and purchased six hundred acres of land.
Isaac married

and located where Birmingham

now

He had quite a family. One of his sons, John,
Hannah Mershon and located on the old
Hill,"
homestead at "Rose
as its neighborhood
was
His children were Isaac, Andrew,
early called.
John, Jr., Abner, Absalom, Amos, Benjamin, Fanny,
Abigail, Letitia, Elizabeth, Hannah, and Martha.
Isaac married a Miss Scudder, and settled in Law
rence. His son Charles married Martha Howell, and
is.

married

lived on the homestead, rearing a large family.
Andrew married Sally Burroughs, and removed to

He had no children.
no information has beeu obtained.
Abner married Hannah Wilkinson, and lived in

Lawrence.

Of John, Jr.,

'

Trenton, where he died childless.
Absalom removed to Easton, Pa.

Amos married Mary Stillwell, and for his second
wife, Rachel Humple. He lived on the homestead,
and had children, named Christiana, Stillwell, Mary,

Hannah, Amos, Caroline, Matilda, AVilliam, Sarah
Ann, Virginia, and Amanda.
Christiana, Stillwell,
and William died unmarried.
Mary married Joshua
Hannah married
Scudder, and removed to Trenton.
Abner Scudder, and lived in Ewing. Amos married
Catharine Anderson, and reared a large family.
Car
oline married Dr. N. W. Folwell, and removed to the
State of New York.
Matilda married Henry AV.

and located in Philadelphia.
Sarah Ann
Green,'
married George Deane, and Virginia, Henry P.
both of Ewing. Amanda became the wife of Oliver
Bond, of Trenton.
Benjamin and Abigail died unmarried.
Lefferts,

Fanny married Robert Chambers,

and located in

Trenton.

Letitia married Henry Crusen, and removed to
Bucks County, Pa.
Elizabeth married Solomon Landers, and located
in Lamberton.
Hannah married Amos Hartley, of Trenton.
Martha married Dr. AVilliam Praull.
Three brothers named Hendrickson came to Amer
ica from Switzerland,
locating on Long Island.
Thence one of them emigrated to Pennsylvania, one
to Monmouth County, and the third, John Hendrick
son, to what is now Ewing, about 1670.
The latter
married And had two children named Thomas and
Rhoda.
Thomas Hendrickson married Ruth Bush, and
located in Ewing, near the Hopewell line.
His chil
dren were Hannah, John, Keziah, Richard, Sarah,

Timothy, Phebe, Moses, Huldah, Mary, and Jemima.
Hannah married John Reeder, and lived at Ewingville. She had four children.
John and Richard died young.
Keziah married Philip Burroughs.
Sarah married Joshua Furman, and located near
Ewingville.
Timothy married Eunice Lanning, and settled near
the township line, on the Hopewell and Ewing turn
pike.
He had three sons, named Elijah, John, and

EWING TOAVNSHIP.
James.

Elijah married Louisa C. Hunt, and lived

on

homestead

the

and

had daughters, Cornelia,
John espoused Rebecca Hart,

Frances, and Anna.
and located on a portion of the old homestead.
He
had one son, Charles, who died young.
James, un
married, lives with Elijah.
Phebe

married

Joseph

Tindall,

of Ewingville;

Moses, Huldah, and Mary died unmarried; Jemima
married Joseph Burroughs, located near the Ewing
Church, and had three sons and two daughters.

Richard Hunt, of one of the old Hopewell families
of that name, came into the northeast part of Ewing
in 1797, locating on the road leading from Ewingville
to Lawrenceville.
His children were Cornelia, Abijah,
E. Scudder, Randolph S., Joab AV., Charles, Mary,
and Jane. Cornelia died unmarried ; Abijah was
accidentally killed.
E. Scudder was twice married. His first wife was
Margaret F. Hunt; his second, Hannah Beekman.
He located near the family homestead, and had sons, —
Edward A., who died young; and Richard, who mar
ried Mary Scott, and removed from the township;
Randolph S. is living in Ewing, unmarried;
Joab
AV. became a physician, and located in Vicksburg,
Miss., where he died; Charles died in infancy; Mary
lives in Trenton, unmarried; Jane married James G.
Cook, of Trenton, and both are dead.
They had two
children, named Ephraim R. and Mary L. Cook. The
Trenton."
former married Letitia Neely,. and lives in
His daughter, Minnie L., died unmarried. Mary L.
married Professor AVilliam Bruce, of Trenton.
Ezekiel Howell settled on a farm of one hundred
and nineteen acres, now embraced wholly or in part
in that of the State Lunatic Asylum.
He married
Charity Stout, and had children, — Vincent, Letitia,
Richard L., Mary, Huldah, and Charles.
Vincent removed to Pennsylvania, and there mar
ried, and had children named Matthias, Letitia, and
Eliza Ann. Matthias married Phebe Hunt, and lo
cated in Philadelphia ; Letitia married Aaron Doble,
and lived in Pennsylvania ; Eliza Ann died unmar
ried.

Letitia married Benjamin Howell, and lived on the
Her children were named Chatta Ann,
Timothy, Lambert, and Letitia. Chatta Ann mar
Scotch road.

ried Gershom

Sargent, lived near Flemington,
and
had five children.
Timothy married Jane Green, and
lived on the Scotch road. His sons, John G. and
Lambert L. Howell, are lawyers of Trenton.
The
former married

Hannah Reeder, the latter Maggie

Howell. Their sister, Carrie, lives at home, unmar
Lambert married and located in Philadelphia.
Letitia (now dead) married John Titus, and lived in

ried.

Trenton.

Richard L. espoused Susan Baker, and located on
the old homestead. He had children, — Ezekiel, Mary,
Ezekiel
Theodore, Francis, Ellen, and Armitage.
died unmarried.
Mary was twice marri'ed, first to
Heber Beldon, second to Asher Schenck.
Theodore

married
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Elizabeth Hughes,

homestead.
George L.,

His

children
and Maggie.

and remained

on the

were Elijah, Mary, Julia,
Elijah died unmarried ;

Mary married Dr. Herman Shafer; Julia, William
T. West ; and Maggie, Lambert Howell, all of Tren
ton ; George L. married Anna Hendrickson, and lives
at Birmingham.

Mary married a Glosson and lived in Trenton.
Huldah married William Mooney and located in
Philadelphia. Charles married a Miss Van Zandt,
and after living in Lawrence
Pennsylvania.

for a time removed to

The name of Daniel Howell was known in Ewing
John Howell was as early as the
beginning of the Revolution a resident of Ewing.
He married a Miss Guild, and had children, — John,
Letitia, Abigail, and Phoebe.
Obediah Howell was a resident, in the latter half
of the last century, on a farm on the Scotch road on
the border of Trenton, which is yet in the possession
of his descendants.
The family of Howell has by intermarriage become
so numerous that it is impossible to enter more in
as early as 1709.

detail concerning it.
AVhat has been remarked

concerning the Howell
family is even more notable in that of the Greens.
It is said there were no less than four early settlers,
named William Green.
Their families intermarried,
and it is now a hopeless task to attempt to trace the
descent of any of the Greens of Ewing of the present
time from either of them. The family is quite
numerous, and some members of it are prominent
George Green, of this family, removed to
citizens.
One of his grandsons, Hon. Henry
became in time a member of the
State Constitutional Convention, chief justice of the
Supreme Court, and Chancellor of the State of New
Lawrence in 1768.

AV. Green, deceased,

Jersey.

John and David Lanning settled at Ewingville as
Robert Lanning was a pioneer.
early as 1725.
The Furmans were early, and in successive genera
tions some of them have been prominent residents
of the township.
The Eldridges were among the very early settlers
of Jersey.
In 1678 Jonathan Eldridge came to Bur
lington.
He owned land, now in Ewing, in 1695.

Civil List.
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
Elijah W. Lanning, 1857-00.
John Jones, 1800.
James B. Green, 1801-05.
William A. Hough, 1801,1803,1804.
Samuel E. De Cou, 1802.
Thomas F. Howell, 1805-07.
GeorgePainter, 1800-08.
Jasper S. Scudder, 1809-71.
Alfred M. Reeder, 1872.
John R Hendrickson, 1S73-70.
Jacob Hendrickson, 1877,1878.
Scudder U. Phillips, 1879-81.

Thomas Woodruff, 1S34.
Edward Mcllvaine, 1834,1835.
John Paxson, 1835,1836.
William Scudder,18:10.
Daniel Hunt, 1S37-39.
Israel Fish, 1837,1838,1842-48.
James B. Green, 1839-40.
Samuel Howell, 1840,1841.
David W. Hunt, 1817.
TheodoreW. Hill, 1847-51,1S57-.
Elias S. Hunt, 1818-51.
Elijah L. Hendrickson, 1852-56,
Daniel Alters, IS52-56.
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TOWNSHIP
William A. Green,1834-36.
Amos Slack, 1837^10,
1842-46.
James B. Green, 1841.
James Lanng, 1847.
James A. Hendrickson, 1848-52.
William S. Kreuson, 1834.
C. H. Skirm, 1855-58.
John M. Van Cleve,1859.

CLERKS.
Benjamin Van Cleve, 1860-02.
I. Max Green. 1803.
Israel Hendrickson, Jr., 1864.
Alfred M. Reeder,1805-70.
John C. Howell, 1871-76.
T. Alonzo Howell, 1870,1878.
George L. Howell, 1877,1879-S2.

ASSESSORS.
Jasper S. Scudder,1863,1804.
John Jones, 1834.
William Howell, 1835-41.
William R. Mcllvaine, 1808-70.
Abner Scudder,1842-46.
Thomas F. Howell, 1871-75.
Amos Slack, 1847-51.
Edward S. Mcllvaine, 1870.
John M. Van Cleve, 1852-50,1802. William H. Cooley,1877,1879-82.
Elijah L. Hendrickson, 1857-61, William M. Lanning, 1878.
1805-07.
COLLECTORS.
James B. Green, 1834-37.
Cornelius F. Moore, 1S38-39.
Daniel L. Cornell, 1840-41,1847
1803-06.
Elias Hart, 1842-40,1848-51.
Julius Johnston, 1852.
Thomas F. Howell, 1853-54.
JUSTICES

Absalom Moore, 1855-50.
Lewis B. Coleman,1857-58.
William R. Mcllvaine, 1859-00.
William C. Tindall, 1801,1807-71.
John R. Hendrickson, 1802.
William H. Cox, 1872-78.
Isaac Cadwalader,1879-82.

OF THE PEACE.

James E. Payran, 1845.
John Van Cleve,1845.
Amos Slack, 1847.
Elijah L. Hendrickson, 1847,1801
1865,1870,1875.
William R. Mcllvaine, 1855,1800.
TOWNSHIP
Aaron Moore, 1834-38,1840.
Israel Fish, 1834.
John Howell, 1834-36,1838.
Daniel Hart, 1834-38.
ObediahHowell, 1834-37.
Edward Hepburn, 1835-38.
Jasper S. Hill, 1837-38.
Nathaniel S. Furman, 1830-41.
John Hendrickson, 1S39,
Julius Johnston, 1830-44.
Enoch G. Welling, 1839-43.
Abner Scudder,1839-41.
Isaac Baker, 1840.
William Scudder,1841-43.
John M. Van Cleve, 18-12-44,
1846.
Elijah L. Hendrickson, 1842-45.
EliusS. Hunt, 1844-47.
William R. Mcllvain, 1844-48,
1867.
John Mcllvaine, 1845.
Theodore W. Hid, 1845-47,1855,
1K00.
James E. Payran, 1840.
James ]!. Green, Jr., 1847-51.
Charles 11.Waters, 1847-51.
Absalom Moore, 1848-52.
John Jonos, 1848-52.
Elijah W. Lanning, 1849-53.
Thomas F. Howell, 1852-56,180862.
Amos Slack, 1852-54.
Archibald Green, 1853-54.
Abrain Skirn, 1803-54.
Benjamin F. Hendrickson, 185409,1870-74,1877.
John R. Hendrickson, 1855-50,
1801-05,1807-09,1880.
William H. Cox, 1855-57,1801-08,
1880.

James B. Green, 1855, 1
1865,1870.
Jasper S. Scudder,1875.
William M. Lanning, 1876.
Edward S. Mcllvain, 1880.
James M. Force, 1882.
COMMITTEE.
John M. Van Cleve,1S07-01.
Charles H. Waters, 1857.
William A. Hough, 1857-01.
Elias Halt, 1S58-01.
William A. Green, 1809-02.
Cornelius V. Moore, 1802.
William C. Tindall, 1802-60.
Joseph B. Anderson, 1862-03.
Abner Scudder,1S03-05.
David F. Howell, 1863-04.
Elijah L. Hendrickson, 1803,
Abner Scudder,1804.
Henry P. Green, 1805-70.
Jasper S. Scudder,1S60-6S,1878.
Daniel L Cornell, 1808-73.
SpaffordW. Bergen, 186S-09,1882.
John Painter, 1809.
GeorgeFainter, 1870-71.
GeorgeSavage,1870-72.
Charles D. Sloncker, 1871-73.
Edward M. Burroughs, 1872-75.
William C. Tind.ill, 1873-70.
William C. Ivins, 4-874.
Chillies n. Walker, 1874,1881.
Thomas B. De Cou, 1875-70,1879.
Edward S. Mcllvaine, 1875.
Peter Clark, 1876.
E. Webster Lanning, 1870.
Scudder H. Phillips, 1870-77.
William M. Lanning, 1876-77.
Harrison Thompson,1877-78.
Benjamin F. Hendrickson, 1878.
James B. Green, 1878.
Alexander B. Green,1879.
T. A. Howell, 1880.
Uriel T. Scudder,1881-82.
William G. Hendrickson, 1881.

Villages and Hamlets.— Ewingville is located
in the northeast part of the township, at the cross
ing of the Hopewell and Ewing turnpike and the
highway which crosses the township in an east and
west course, about midway between the centre and
the northern boundary, and contains a hotel, a schooland seven dwellings.
house, a blacksmith-shop,

Near here is the Ewingville Driving Park.
The Park House was built many years ago, and
" Cross-Keys Tavern." In
was formerly called the
1851

until

it

was purchased

1860, when

by Lott Howell, who kept it
he was succeeded by the present,

proprietor, William H. Howell, who remodeled and
improved it in 1877.
The post-office was established in 1857, with Lott
Howell as postmaster. In 1860, William H. Howell,
the present postmaster, succeeded to the office.

J. S. Phillips built a shoe-shop hi 1847, and still
occupies it.
Nathaniel Coleman has been a shoe
maker in the place many years.

The first blacksmith was Joseph Tindall, who be
gan working at his trade here about 1801.
His shop
has had several successive owners since he ceased
It has been occupied by Edward Maguire
business.
during the past ten years.
Ruuyan's wheelwright-shop

was established about
twelve years ago by the present proprietor, who was
the first of his trade in the village.

The Ewingville Driving Park Association was in
corporated in 1875, and embraces in its membership
Thomas F. Howell, Israel Hendrickson, Edward

Maguire, S. H. Phillips, and AVilliam Howell. This
corporation has a good half-mile track, and has done
much towards the improvement of the blood of horses
in the vicinity, affording opportunities for training
not previously accessible to the farmers and horseowners of the township.
Ewing. — This is a small village on the road from
Ewingville and Birmingham at its intersection with
the Scotch road.
Ewing was formerly known as Carleton, and from
about 1832 to 1838 was the seat of a female seminary
whicii was under the management of Mrs. Emoline
Kemper, and was supported by the neighborhood.

The wheelwright-shop here was erected by Edward
S. Mcllvaine, and has been occupied successively by
Johnson Dill, James Perrine, George Stockton, An
drew M. AVatson, and Auguste Montroy, the present
wheelwright.
AVilliam Matthews built and occupied a blacksmithshop in 1868, and has since been the local represen
•
tative of his craft.

The name Ewing is often applied to the neighbor
hood of the cross-roads village mentioned, and in this
sense embraces the locality of the Ewing Presbyte
rian Church, which is south of the village proper.
Besides this ancient house of worship, Ewing contains
blacksmith-shop,
dwellings.
a

a

wheelwright-shop,

and

nine

EWING TOWNSHIP.
Greensburg. — This village is located in the west
part of the township, south of the centre, on the canal
feeder, and on the line of the Belvidere Branch of the
Pennsylvania Railroad, which traverses Ewing.
The tavern known as the Bridge Hotel is a stone
building which is more than a hundred years old. It
had many occupants until about ten years ago, when
it was purchased by Charles Holt, the present pro
prietor.

A

post-office was established here many years ago.

The present postmaster is Frederick Goodnow.
Stores have from time to time been opened, which
were none of them long kept, the proximity of Tren
ton operating against the success of local trade. The
present merchant, John W. McCalvin, began business
in 1878, and has been more liberally patronized than
many of his predecessors.
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manufactured, of which the mill is capable of turn
ing out three thousand pounds per week. .
Grist-Mills. — The grist-mill in connection with
the above-mentioned

establishment

was constructed

in 1879, and has since been operated by Frank V.
Furman. Stephen Moore built a grist-mill on the
b ink of Jacobs Creek about 1832, and ran it until
his death a few years later, when it was abandoned.
Near the Brookville mills a grist-mill was built in
1874, principally to make flour for use in the State
Lunatic Asylum, but custom-work has also been done.
The following statement shows the extent of its opera
tions from Nov. 1, 1880, to Oct. 31, 1881, inclusive:
Ground for the use of the institution, — 159,400 pounds
of flour, 75,836 pounds corn-meal, 36,273 pounds bran;
grist work for customers, — 926 bushels of wheat, 127
bushels of rye, 790 bushels of corn, 381 bushels of

The village contains thirty dwellings, a store, a
hotel, a post-office, and a railway station, and is said
to have received its name in honor of a former resi
dent.

corn and oats.

is situated at the crossing of the old
the road which traverses the
township east and west, north of the centre, and con
tains a blacksmith-shop,
a shoe-shop, and several
dwellings.

mere manufactured in New Jersey was made in 1842
by James Brook, proprietor of the Brookville mills,
at the factory in Hamilton where AVhitehead Brothers'
rubber factory now is.
Brick Manufacture. — Peter Green began the

Birmingham

river turnpike

and

A public-house was kept here in 1800, and consid
It was afterwards kept
erably later by John Reeder.
Peter
later
William
and
Howell, until
Jaques,
by
by
purchased by John AV. Scudder, aud converted into a
dwelling.
In connection with the old inn, a blacksmith-shop
was established by the early tavern-keeper, John
It changed hands times innumerable until
Reeder.
1877, when it came into possession of James Deane,
and wheelwright,
who is the present
owner and occupant.
The shoe-shop of John Mershon was opened fifteen
or twenty years ago.

blacksmith

John Guild

plied

trade at Birm
many years ago made
two silver cups out of fifty silver dollars, which since
that time have formed a portion of the communionset in use in the Ewing Presbyterian Church.
Brookville. — This is the name, applied to a vil

ingham

the silversmith's

as early as 1800, and

lage located on the canal-feeder, near Asylum Sta
It
tion, in the southwestern part of the township.
contains twelve dwellings, and a woolen-mill
grist-mills-.

and two

Industrial Pursuits.— The Brookville Mills.
— The first manufacturing establishment on the site
of these mills was a plaster-mill erected by John
In 1832
Titus in the latter part of the last century.
this

was converted

into a county

as such was operated by George AV.

woolen-mill;

and

Vandergrift from

James Brook purchased and oper
when
it was torn down and replaced
1853,
by the present mill, which has since been continu
Only woolen yarn is
ously owned by Mr. Brook.
1833 to 1848, when

ated it

till

A Tannery. — Cloths. — John Howell

had a tan
nery near Birmingham previous to 1800, which went
The first piece of fancy cassito ruin sixty years ago.

manufacture of brick on the Wilson farm in 1835, and
continued ten years. On a portion of the same farm
James Taylor established a brick-yard in 1844. In

1847 he removed to the lot on the turnpike now oc
cupied by William Fell, and was soon succeeded by
Frederick Shaw, and he, about two years later, by
Simon Kahnweiler, who ceased operations after about
three years.

In 1845, George Kulp began brick-making on the
Plumley farm, and in 1846 was succeeded by Philip
C. and Joseph Kulp, who continued the business only
two or three years. William Britton engaged in the
manufacture of brick by machinery on the Quick
farm, on the old Scotch road, in 1845, but soon discon
tinued business.
Thomas Howell also began that
year, but was no more successful.
A man named Holbrook began brick-making in
Ewing in 1844, and in.1848 was succeeded by Rastnine
Laufaucherie, who continued the business until 1852.
Fell & Foreman established the 'brick-yard on

Princeton Avenue now owned by Frank G. Cook, in
1874, and sold it to Cook in 1878.
This establish
ment embraces nine sheds and three kilns, and is
superintended by Philip C. Kulp.
Fifty hands are
employed, the capacity of the works being one mil
lion five hundred thousand common, and one million
pressed brick annually.
Fell & Heil began operations in 1856. They use
steam-power, have eight sheds and four kilns, em
ploy seventy-five men, and are able to manufacture
two million two hundred and fifty thousand common
and two million pressed brick per year.
George Fell made brick on the yard now of

Frank
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G. Cook from 1862 to 1869, when he established his
present yard, which, furnished with eight sheds and
three kilns, and employing forty-six hands and ten
horses, has an annual manufacturing capacity of one
million five hundred thousand common and one mil
lion pressed brick.

of William AV. Fell is lo
The brick-manufactory
cated on the Hopewell and Ewing turnpike, and was
established in 1880. It has nine sheds and two kilns,
and affords employment to fifty men. The yard covers
an area of fifteen acres, and is superintended by Isaac
Blew.

Stone Quarries.— AVal ter & Scott's freestone and
granite quarry is located at Greensburg, conveniently
near the railway.
Stone from this quarry is shipped
to Philadelphia, Camden, and Trenton,
used in building.

and is much

The quarry of Lawrence Clark, from which the
same varieties of stone are excavated and shipped to
the same points, is situated about half a mile above
Greensburg, near the railroad.

The Old Episcopal Church. — "The earliest sign
of preparation for a church in Hopewell is found in
two deeds of April 20, 1703. In the first of these John
Hutchinson conveyed to Andreiv Heath, Richard
Eayre, Abial Davis, and Zebulon Heston, a lot of two
The second and concurrent deed de
acres, in trust.
clares the purpose of the trust. It is addressed ' To all

people to whom these presents shall come,'
and sets forth that the trust is for the inhabitants of
the said township of Hopewell and their successors

Christian

within the said township
forever, for the public and common use and benefit of
the whole township, for the erection and building of
a public meeting-house thereon, and also for a place
inhabiting and dwelling

of burial and for no other uses, intents, or purposes
whatsoever.'
The ground thus conveyed is within
three miles of Trenton,
a short distance beyond
the State Lunatic Asylum. A church was erected on
this site which seems to have become the exclusive

...

property of Episcopalians, as that denomination occu
pied it until St. Michael's Church was built in the
town [Trenton], and the congregation sold the ground
in 1838, the house having long before disappeared."1
The Ewing Presbyterian Church.2—" In less than
six years from Hutchinson's
deed to Heath
and
others, the Hopewell Presbyterians took measures for
the erection of a church for themselves within three

miles of the one just described.
This was the begin
ning of the congregation which, after the foundation
of the township of Trenton (1719-20), was called the
Church,'
'
Trenton I^irst
but which now takes the name
of the new township of Ewing. The original deed
was dated March 9, 1709, and conveyed two acres of
laud from Alexander Lockhart, a Scotchman, to Rieh1History of tho Presbyterian Church in Trenton, N. J., by
John Hull,
D.D , 1859.
2 Ibid.

John Burroughs, Jacob Reeder, Corne
lius Anderson, Ebenezer Prout, Daniel Howell, John
Deane, John Davis, Jonathan Davis, Enoch Ander
son, William Osborne, John Silerpns, Simon Locket,
George Farley, Caleb Farley, AVilliam Reed, and
Joseph Sacket.
ard Scudder,

"In the following minute of the Presbytery of
Philadelphia, May 11, 1709, Hopewell may refer to
this people, perhaps, in connection with those of what
is now Pennington :
" ' Ordered,that Mr. Joseph] Smith go to the people of
Maidenhead
f
and Hopewell, and confer with them on such matters as shall be pro
pounded to'him by them, concerning his being called to be tlieir min
ister; and that Mr. Smith preach to the people aforesaidon his way to
New England or return from it, or both ; and that this bo intimated to
Mr. Smith, and the people be writ to by Mr. Andrews.'

" The

first church on this ground was built of logs
This made room, about 1726, for a, frame
building, which was used until 1795, when one of
(1712).

brick was erected.
eled."3

In

1839

the church was remod

So intimately

connected were the new churches of
and Pennington
Maidenhead,
in
their early history that much of interest with refer
ence to this church must necessarily be found in the
histories of the three others on other pages.

Ewing, Trenton,

It was not until about 1788 that the Ewing Church
was separated from the Trenton Church, which up to

that time since the erection of the first house of wor
ship in Trenton, about 1726, had been composed of two
congregations known as the " town" church and the
" country"
church.
The history of the separation is thus given by Rev.

Dr. John Hall

"In

:

August, 1786, a subscription of £100 was di
rected to be undertaken for the repairing of the par
sonage for the new pastor [Rev. James Armstrongl.

Two-thirds of the sum was assessed on the town
church, and the other third on the country church,
and in this proportion the two divisions of the con

gregation were to receive the Sabbath
services of their
minister.
The salary was £200, payable in the same
ratio.
In April, 1787, 'the old house congregation'
informed the board of trustees that they could not
raise their third of the salary for only a third of the
pastor's time; whereupon the town congregation
of

fered to pay £150 salary and have the exclusive ser
vices of the minister.
In the following October a
motion was made in the board,

"'By Mr. William Burroughs, Mr. John
and Mr. Ebenezer Rose for a separation, and
join with the country part to give
up the
charter and divide the property belonging
present congregation, which was postponed
ther consideration.'

Howell,
that we
present
to the
for fur

"AVhen the board met, March 12, 1788,
The gentlemen of the country part of the con3Juhn Hi.ll, d.d., is;o.

,,
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EWING TOWNSHIP.
gregation

agree to give their answer on AVednesday
next, the nineteenth instant, what they can and will
part.'
do with the town
" On that day, it
being reported to the board that
'
£50 cannot be raised in the country part of the con
gregation belonging to the old house,' a new modifi
cation was suggested, namely, that ' the congregation
of Trenton' should pay the pastor $100 yearly for

one-half of his time, and consent that he may dis
pose of the other half between Maidenhead and the
agree."
old house, as he and they may
Under an act of the Legislature of March 16, 1786,
changing the laws of corporations, the town part of
the church obtained a charter for a distinct organiza
tion, under the title of "The Trustees of the Presby
terian Church of Trenton."

"In

September, 1788, 'the board of trustees from
country'
met with the town board for the purpose
of an equitable division of the bonds and other securi
ties of the old corporation, and in April, 1790, the
town church bought the third of the parsonage of
their late copartners for £100."
The successive pastors of the Ewing Church have
the

been as follows :

Rev. Joseph Rue, 1789-1821 ; Rev. Eli F. Cooley,
1823-57; Rev. A. Prentiss De Venne, 1858-64; Rev.
David J. Atwater, 1864—71 ; Rev. George L. Smith,
1871 to Jan. 5, 1879, and the present pastor, Rev.
Samuel Lowrie, D.D., installed in April, 1879.
The officers of this church in 1882 were as follows:
Trustees, John H. Scudder, Edward S. Mcllvaine,

William Hughes, William H. Cox, Elijah Hendrick
F. Hendrickson, and William H.
son, Benjamin
Cooley ; elders, Randolph S. Hunt, Alexander B.
Green, E. Webster Lanning, William H. Cox, and
Edward S. Mcllvaine; deacons, Ebenezer R. Hen
drickson, Jacob Maple, and John H. Scudder.
Rev. Jasper Scudder McIlvaine was born at
Ewing, Mercer Co., N. J., May 21, 1844, and died at
Tsi-Nan-Fou, China, Feb. 2, 1881, and thus fell at
his post one of the most apostolic missionaries of his
generation.
He was a son of Judge William R.
Mcllvaine and Christiana Scudder, a sketch of whom
appears in this volume.
His scholarly tendencies
were developed at an early age, and in 1863 he was
graduated at Princeton College with first honors. He
entered upon a course of study for the ministry, and
was graduated from Princeton Theological Seminary
in 1868. After being ordained by the Presbytery of
New Brunswick as an evangelist, he devoted his life
to the foreign missionary work in China, and was
stationed at Peking in August of the same year.
Early in his course he developed something like
Paul's unwillingness to build upon other men's
foundations, and longed to proclaim the gospel in the
"regions beyond." In 1871, with a single native at
began work
tendant, he struck into the interior and
province.
capital
of
the
Shatnung
at Tsi-Nan-Fou, the
warnings of his
the
without
not
was
venture
His
51
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brethren, as such an undertaking was far less feasible
then than now. After many months of labor and
great discouragement, and in the enjoyment of few
comforts, his health began to fail at the same time
that excessive study and low diet and the depressing
influence of social isolation threatened his physical
health and future usefulness.
After some months spent at home he regained his
wonted vigor and tone of body and mind, and re
turned to his field of labor with increased resolutions,
enthusiasm, and consecration, and had the satisfac
tion of welcoming as associates Mr. and Mrs. Crosand of seeing the mission at Tsi-Nan-Fou
During the distresses of the
thoroughly established.
terrible famine in 1878-79 he took his full share in
the risks and hardships of personal distribution in
sette,

the scenes of suffering, disease, and death, his own
life being preserved, although some who engaged in
the same service fell victims to the famine-engendered
plague.
At the time of his death he had succeeded
in obtaining the permanent residence of two ordained
missionaries and their wives, one of them being a
physician.
He had also witnessed not only the suc
cess of his own mission and others of which he laid
the foundation, but that of others of various denom
inations in the central portions of Shantung prov

ince, in all of which he saw a full vindication of the
wisdom and foresight which had led him at an early
day to make it the special object of his labors and
prayers.
As a crowning work, during the year 1880,

having plead with the Board for a permanent chapel
for a long time, in which to preach the gospel in TsiNan-Fou, he purchased with his own funds a prop

erty costiug five thousand dollars, which proved to
be eminently adapted to the purpose.
He laid the plans for the work, but his work was
done. He had seen the foundation of the little church
established, with a membership of his own spiritual
children, and had furnished it with a sanctuary.
He
had been permitted to realize his long-cherished
hopes that medical work should add its influence to
the mission ; had seen great changes in the improved
attitude of the people towards the mission, and had
exchanged his early discouragements for an unusual
hopefulness and expectation of blessed results.
In
one view he appeared just ready for his great harvest

of souls, but in another view he was already

a rounded
work, having a readiness which few
enjoy for the welcome plaudit, "Well done, good and
faithful servant."

and completed

Rev. Jasper S. Mcllvaine won a place among the
first scholars in China, and challenged the respect of
all intelligent men, foreigners and native, in China
by his scholarship and contributions to the literature
of missions. The language of the Chinese was well
understood by him, and he wrote and had published
extensive Biblical researches, with translations and
explanations in English, among which was an
essay
on Mohammedanism, pronounced by competent critics
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A thorough classical scholar, he
able and valuable.
prosecuted
his studies in order to be
unremittingly
better prepared for the great work before him, and

had mastered the great obstacles of that peculiar
foreign language long before his death. The mission
established by him is one of the most promising in
Northern China, and situated in the centre and cap
ital of perhaps the most important part of the em
pire in an intellectual

and moral point of view.

China, in many respects, since the days of William
Burns." Rev. John Murray, of Tsi-Nan-Fou, China,

" You will

never know, in this life at least, the
immense power that Rev. Jasper S. Mcllvaine wielded
in China. His personal influence is still felt and
acknowledged.

His standard was high, and the mere
mention of it stirs one's inner self, and leads to nobler
thoughts and actions. He is missed very much. His
place is vacant and cannot be filled."
Burial-Places. — The old Episcopal Church

yard.— "When

St. Michael's Church [of Trenton]
made the conveyance of 1838, by which the old
church-plat
[about three miles from
[Episcopal]

Trenton, beyond the State Lunatic Asylum] was
added to a surrounding farm, reservation was made
of an inclosure measuring thirty -two feet by twentyThe inclosure is made
seven, occupied by graves.
by a stone wall, now falling into ruins, and has the
appearance of having been designed for a family
cemetery. The only grave-stones remaining are those

of Samuel Tucker, 1789, and Mrs. Tucker, 1787, . .
'
one in memory of John, son of William and Eliza

.

beth Cleayton, who died November 6, 1757 (possibly
years;'
another of 'Ma
1737), aged 19
(probably
the
wife of John Dagworthy, Esq., who
Margaret),
;'
died May 16, 1729, aged 37 years
and a few more
'
deciphered
beyond ' Grace Da
which cannot be
'
It is said the widow of William
etc.
or Hend
Trent, whose name was given to the town [Tren
ton], was buried
grave."1

here, but there is no trace of the

The inscriptions on the two large, flat stones cover
ing the graves of Mr. and Mrs. Tucker are as follows :

" Underneath this Btonelies the remains of
Samuel Tucker Esq
who departed this life the 14th day of January, 1789,aged 67 years 3
days.
months,and 19
" Though in the dust lay my
head,
Yet, gracious God, thou wilt not leave

I

My soul forever with the dead,
Nor lose my children in the grave."

" In memory of Elizabeth Tuokee, the wire of Samuel
Tucker, Esq.
of Trenton, and daughter of James and Ann Gould, who departed this
life on Sunday the 13th day of May, 1787,aged 57 years,8 months,and
14 days.
" This life's a dream,an empty
show,
But the bright world to which go
joys
Hath
substantialand sincere;
When shall wake and find me there?
Then hurst the chains with sweetsurprise
And in my Saviour's image rise.11

I

I

1 Rev. John Hall, D.D., 1869.

" 1732
April 25,
D. Howell."

"A

+ S
1735."

Dr.

A. Hunter, of Tsi-Nan-Fou, China, says of Rev.
Jasper S. Mcllvaine, "He has had no equal in North

S.

says,

The Presbyterian Church- Yard. —This burial-

place contains numerous early graves, and is said
to
hold the remains of a Governor of New Jersey. The
following inscriptions have been copied from head
stones in this church-yard :

" John Scudder died May 10, 1748,aged 47."
" Here lyes int'd ye Body of
Sackett Moore, who departed this life
August the 18th, Anno Domini 1753,aged 87."
" Here lyeth the Body of Peter Lott,
late of Long Island, who de
parted this life on the 14th day of April, 1755,aged 30 years."
"

I. S. Temple,
Aug. 28, 1757."

" Here lieth the Body of Ph ebe,
wife of Abraham Temple, who died
August, 1758,aged 53 years."
"In memory of Nathaniel Moore, who departedthis life Sept.6, 1759
in the 72dyear of his age."
" Love Moore departed
this life February 9th, 1776,aged 59 years."
"In memory of Sarah, wife of William Barber, who departed this
life May 16th, 1776,aged 20."
" Anna, wife of Amos
Moore, departed this life August the 27, 1777."
" Here lies the Body
of Mary, the wife of John Davison, who departed
this life in the 66th year of her age 11 day of December,1777."
" J. B.
1782."
" In memory of Benjamin
Clark, who departed this life November
25,1785,aged 54."

Educational.— The " pay-schools which
furnished

such educational advantages as were formerly enjoyed
by the residents within the borders of the present
township of Ewing gave place to the schools
estab

lished

under the common-school law of the State
of
New Jersey, under the provisions of which
Ewing is
divided into five school districts, named and
num
bered as follows :
Scudder's Falls, No. 14; Birmingham, No. 15-

Ew
ingville, No. 16; Columbia, No. 17; and
Brookville
No. 18.
The educational statistics of the township,
as set
forth in the last published report of the superintend
ent of public instruction, are appended
:
Total amount received from all sources for public

school purposes, $1689.72; value of the
school prop
erty, $4100; number of children of the school age
in the
township, 461 ; average number who attended
schools
during the time they were kept open, 151;
estimated
number who attended private
schools, 36; estimated
number who had attended no
schools, 136 ; number
of male teachers employed, 1, at a
salary of $36.66
per month ; number of
female teachers employed, 4,
at an average monthly salary of
$32.98.

The State Industrial School

for Girls.—

This institution was organized in 1871,
under an act
of Legislature, and officered as follows :
President, Samuel Allison; Secretary
urer, Samuel C.Brown; Trustees,

and Treas

Abraham Taylor
Burlington, Matthew Mitchell, Morristown,
Samuel
C. Brown, Trenton, Rodolphus
Bingham, Camden

-
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Samuel Allinson, Yardville, Charles H. O'Neill,

Jer

City;

Lady Managers, Mrs. Olivia S. Fuller,
Trenton, Mrs. Rebecca A. Colson, Woodbury, Mrs.
Elizabeth Baily, Trenton, Miss Sarah E. Hayes, Sum
mit, Miss Sarah E. Webb, Elizabeth, Miss Margaretta
Potts, Trenton ; Matron, Mrs. Harriet F. Perry ;
Teacher, Miss Iteline M. Terridell.
About twelve acres of land, situated on the bank of
the Delaware, within the limits of Trenton, was
leased, and buildings thereon occupied in January,
In the winter of 1872-73 the trustees purchased
1872.
a farm of about eighty acres between the Scotch road
and the Asylum road, in Ewing, for twelve thousand
dollars.
A suitable building was completed in April,
1874, and was at once occupied by the school.
The
farm was supplied with a tenant-house.
This and
sey

the barns and the fences on the place were at once
repaired, and a frame dwelling for the steward and
gardener was built at a cost of about eighteen hundred
dollars.

An ice-house and necessary
In 1876 a little more than

sheds -were also
an acre of land
was sold off the farm to the Delaware and Bound
Brook Railroad Company.
During the summer of
erected.

1880 a brick farm-house was built and paid for out of
a special appropriation
made at the previous session
of the Legislature.

The officers of the institution in 1881 were as fol
lows: President, Samuel Allison; Secretary and
Treasurer, Samuel L. Baily; Trustees, Samuel Alli
son, Yardville, Samuel C. Brown, Trenton, Samuel
L. Baily, Trenton, Rudolphus Bingham, Camden, J.
Newton Voorhees, Middlebush,
Jeremiah O'Rourk,
Newark ; Lady Managers, Mrs. Rebecca A. Colson,
Woodbury, Mrs. Margaretta Potts, Trenton, Mrs.
Elizabeth Baily, Trenton, Miss Sarah E. Webb, Eliza
beth, Miss Mary G. Abbott, Trenton, Miss Mary S.
Atterbury, Trenton ; Matron, Mrs. Harriet F. Perry ;
Assistant
Matron, Mrs. Rebecca Barber; House
keeper, Miss Margaret Atkinson ; Teacher, Miss Bar
tine ; Seamstress, Miss Abbie Cole.
The capacity of the building is sufficient to accom
modate forty girls.
Particular attention was given in
its construction to secure good ventilation in all the
rooms. The parlors, school-, sewing-, and diningrooms are all on the first floor, leaving the second and
third floors for sleeping apartments; each girl is pro
vided with a separate bedroom. , The laundry is in
the basement. A supply of water from a spring is
thrown into two large tanks in the attic, and thence
distributed through the house for bathing and wash
ing purposes.
The girls are received, cared for, and dismissed ac
cording to the provisions of a supplement to the act

" an

act to establish and organize the State
offenders,"
approved April
Reform School for juvenile
provision that all com
6, 1865, with the additional
mitments of girls to this institution, of whatever age
entitled

when committed, shall be until they shall have ar
at the age of eighteen years, and not longer,

rived
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as reformed or incorrigible,
or in due course of law, or bound out by order of the

unless sooner discharged
trustees.

The girls,

as soon as received, are made acquainted

with the rules and regulations of the school, — are given
to understand that so long as they observe those rules
they will not be restrained in their liberty, but placed
at once upon the same footing as those who have been
there for some time. This mode of treatment has in
almost every case proved a wise one. Attempts to
are rare, and when they have
occurred, the usually prompt arrest and return of the
parties convinces those so disposed that any effort of
the kind will be futile.
The discipline of the school is mild but firm, pun

leave the institution

ishment of any kind beyond confinement in the dor
mitory being rarely necessary. The uniform kindness

with which the girls are treated wins them to a cheer
ful submission, and begets a warmth of love towards
the officers in hearts little accustomed to sentiments
of the kind, deprived, as most of them have been, of
the comforts of home or kind parental influences.
The girls take turns regularly in the different de
partments of the house-work, such as cooking, laundry,
and general domestic work, all of which is neatly
performed, and the whole building kept in excellent
order.

Each scholar is taught to make her own clothes and
keep them iu repair, as well as to do such plain sewing
as is sent by friends of the institution.
Work for
shirt manufacturers has been done here at some little
profit to the institution.
The afternoon of each day
is occupied in the school-room, where the girls are
taught those branches of study which will be of prac
tical use to them through life. A Sunday-school is
maintained, the influence of which has been very
efficacious in the work of reformation.
The success of the institution is thus referred to in
the report of the tru-tees for the year 1881 :.
" The discipline
of the school has been well main

tained ; no effort has been made by any girl to escape
and, with but few exceptions, they have yielded to
the firm but kindly hand which governs them.
And
it is with pleasure that we are able to state that the
reformation of our girls from evil habits has been
eminently satisfactory.
The wise and motherly coun
sel of the matron, supported by the other officers, has

not only had its influence on the scholars while in the
school, but from reports continually reaching us from
the families in which they have been placed, show
that these lessons in the way of virtue have not been
forgotten, but remain like an anchor, holding them
fast."

The New Jersey State Lunatic Asylum.— In
Governor
Stratton appointed the following-

1845,

named commissioners to select a site suitable for a
State asylum for the insane : Daniel Harris, Theodore
Arrowsmith, John Condict, Joseph Sanders, Maurice
Beesley.
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chose the site now occupied by
the New Jersey State Lunatic Asylum, on the Old
River road, near the Pennsylvania Railroad, in the
These gentlemen

part of the township of Ewing. Rev. Eli
F. Cooley, Calvin Howell, and Samuel Rush were
appointed to superintend the erection of the building.
southern

The architect chosen was Mr. J. Notmann.
appropriation
by the Legislature towards

The first
founding

this institution was one of $35,000, of which $10,000
was for the purchase of the site, and $25,000 was to be
used in building.

The first board of managers was constituted

as fol

lows :

Hon. James Parker, president ; Thomas J. Stryker,
secretary and treasurer ; Lewis W. R. Phillips, Rev.
Eli F. Cooley, Stacy G. Potts, Richard Stockton,
M.D., Isaac S. Mulford, M.D,,
Ridgway,
John S. Dorsey, and William F. Anderson.
The whole number of patients admitted and treated
from the opening of the asylum in 1848 to the 31st

Charles

from Sir Patrick Mcllvaine, who received an endow
ment of lands called Grymmet for valiant services
one of the early Scottish kings, and on the
side from Count Habspurck, who at the
time of the Norman conquest of England came over
from Normandy with William the Conqueror.
under

maternal

Rodman Mcllvaine was born in Ewing
Mercer Co., N. J., Dec. 20, 1820. His
father, Edward Shippen Mcllvaine, was maternal
grandson of Chief Justice Shippen, of Pennsylvania,
and son of Dr. William Mcllvaine, an eminent phy
sician of Bristol, Pa., who died in Burlington, N. J.,
where he resided a part of his life. His maternal
grandfather, Rodman, was a soldier in the Revolu
tionary war, and a member of Congress from Bucks

William

township,

County, Pa., during President Madison's administra
In 1812, Edward Shippen Mcllvaine purchased
tion.
and settled on an estate of some two hundred acres in

since that time to Oct. 31, 1881, was 157, making an
aggregate number of 707 under treatment during the
year. Of these, 58 were discharged recovered, 20

an advocate Of temperance reform, and a leader
among his fellow-townsmen in public matters. He
was appointed judge of the Court of Common Pleas

improved, 4 not improved, and 45 died ; 1 escaped, 1
not insane, and 1 removed to the Camden County

that

Almshouse ; left in the institution

under treatment on
the 31st day of October, 1881, 577 patients.
Of the
number then being treated, 86 were private patients,
supported by their friends, and 36 convicts, supported

by the State.
The board of managers in 1881 was composed of
the following-named persons :
Rev. S. M. Hamill, M.D., Lawrenceville, president ;
Hon. Caleb S. Green, Trenton, secretary ; John
Vought, M.D., Freehold; William Elmer, M.D.,
Bridgeton ; Garritt S. Cannon, Esq., Bordentown ;
Joseph H. Bruere, Esq., Princeton ; Hon. James
Bishop, New Brunswick; Hon. Benjamin F. Carter,
Woodbury; Isaac Stephens, Trenton; Hon. John I.
Bird, Flemington.
The resident officers were as follows ;
Superintendent
and Physician, John W. Ward,
M.D. ; Assistant Physician, John Kirby, M.D. ; Sec
ond Assistant Physician, Charles P. Britton, M.D. ;
Steward, Edmund White; Matron, Mrs. S. J. Clark;
Treasurer, Austin Snider, Trenton.

BIOGRAPHICAL
WILLIAM

RODMAN

The ancestors of William

SKETCHES.
McILVALNE.

Mcllvaine came from
Scotland, and were descended in regular succession

for Mercer County, and by reappointment served in
capacity for three terms of five years each.

Judge

Mcllvaine was an active member of St.
Michael's Church in Trenton, and senior warden at
the time of his death, Jan. 13, 1875.
His wife, Christiana, whom he married in 1842,
an only sister of Hon. E. W. Scudder, one of the
justices of the Supreme Court of New Jersey, and
daughter of Jasper Scudder and Mary Stillwell
Delaware,"
Reeder, who resided at the " Falls of the
near Trenton, where the Reeders settled as early as
1696, and the Scudders in 1704.
Their children are
Rev. Jasper Scudder Mcllvaine, deceased; one daugh
ter, died at the age of nineteen and the only surviv
ing child, Edward Shippen Mcllvaine, before men
tioned upon the homestead property.
The ancestor
of the Scudder family emigrated from England to
Holland, and thence to Long Island. Richard Scud
der settled at the " Falls of the Delaware," as the site
of Trenton was called, in 1704, and purchased a tract
of land extending two miles on the Jersey side from
Jacobs Creek to point about four miles above the
Falls. He died March 14, 1754, aged eighty-three,
leaving eight children, of whom John died in 1748;
his son Daniel died in 1811, his son Elias died in
1811, and his son Jasper, father of Mrs. Mcllvaine,
died in 1877, aged eighty years.

is

or improved.

a

Of this large number

to their friends, recovered

a

was 5818.

;

1881,

3569 have been returned

a

of October,

is,

The number of patients in the asylum on the 31st
day of October, 1880, was 550 ; the number received

Ewing, where he resided the remainder of his life.
in
This property was inherited by his son, and
1882, the property of the grandson.
William Rodman Mcllvaine resided on the home
stead in Ewing during the early part of his life, and
afterwards in Trenton. He was
man of good mind,
friend to the poor,
sterling principles, well read,
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ALEXANDER B. GREEN.
The Green family has been represented in Ewing
township since the opening of the eighteenth century.
About that time came William Green from England,
landing at Philadelphia in the year 1700. Thence he
went to Long Island, and came to this, now Ewing
township, and purchased between three and four
hundred acres of land, the deed bearing date 1712.
He here married and had a son named Richard, who
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Here he passed his days in farming, pausing only to
participate in the nation's struggle for independence,
and serving personally in the patriot army. He mar
ried Elizabeth

Burroughs, and had three children,
viz. : Nancy, who married Joseph B. Green, of Tren
ton, Samuel, and James B. Green.
Previous to the demise of the father the homestead
property was divided between the two sons, Samuel
and James B. The former died in early life, leaving
descendants, however, who left the home locality after
his death. To James B. Green fell the homestead

He
and about one hundred and forty acres of land.
passed his entire life on the tract, and besides being
a representative and successful agriculturist was ac
tive in advancing the general interests of the town

ship, and closely identified with the progressive
movements of his time. He married Catharine,
daughter of William Anthony, of Ewing, and had
eight children, — Nancy, who married John Scudder ;

William A., Alexander B., Martha A., who married
John M. Van Cleve; Elizabeth, widow of Thomas
Cain, of Trenton; James B., who occupies the family
homestead in Ewing; Catharine, wife of Henry H.
Johnson, of Ohio ; and Edward M., who resides in
Shelby County, Ohio, and is a member of the present
Legislature of that State. James B. Green died in
1847, aged sixty-three years, and his wife in 1866, in
her eighty-first

year.

Alexander B. Green was born at the ancestral seat
of his family in Ewing, on March 16, 1811. Until
sixteen years of age he remained at home, and re
At that age
ceived only a common-school education.
clerked
for a time
where
he
he went to Philadelphia,
in a dry-goods store, and subsequently engaged in that
branch of trade on his own account until 1842, when
After two
he located at Trenton in the coal business.
years he returned to Philadelphia and resumed the
dry-goods business until 1848.

He then engaged in

died in 1741, leaving with other children two sons,
Richard and George. About that time Richard, the
son of Richard, purchased some four hundred acres

for some time, also
mercantile
the lumber trade, ana from 1853 to 1872 acted as the
general freight agent and general freight accountant

of land where James B. Green resides, near Greens
burg, and devoted his energies to the tilling of the
soil.
He married Phebe Moore, of Hopewell town
and
had a large family of children, including
ship,
William R., John, Benjamin, George, Joseph, and
Richard. John and Benjamin settled in Easton, Pa.,

of New Jersey at Trenton.
year he resigned his position and re
moved to Greensburg, where he has since engaged in
the lumber and coal business and in farming.

ard in Lawrence

naturally retiring and modest in demeanor, and
shrinks from notoriety and public applause. Though
an ardent member of the Republican party, he has
studiously avoided public position, although called
to represent the First District of Mercer County in

George and Joseph in Bucks County, Pa., and Rich
township.
George, brother of the
second Richard, son of the first Eichard, and grand

son of the first settler, William Green, settled in now
Lawrence township, where he became the progenitor

of an influential branch of the family elsewhere re
ferred to.

Upon the death of Richard Green, grandson of the
first settler, his land was divided among his children,
the homestead property, comprising about two hun
dred and fifty acres, falling to his eldest son, William
R. Green, grandfather of the subject of this sketch.

business in Trenton

of the United Railroads

In

the latter

Mr. Green has led an active and busy life, and
reaped the sure reward of a competency, and the re
spect and esteem of a large circle of friends.
He is

the New Jersey Assembly in the years 1865 and 1866.
He made an intelligent and honest legislator, and
after the close of his term declined further election
and retired to private life.
He takes an active inter

in the local affairs of his township, has been presi
dent of the West Ewing Improvement Association
est
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since its organization in 1878, and is a ruling elder
in the First Presbyterian Church of Ewing. His
first wife was Mary A., daughter of Clark Chambers,
of Trenton, and died in 1 848. Of this marriage there
viz., Louisa, wife of Harvey
Fisk, of Ewing, a leading banker of New York City,
An only son, Alexander,
and Miss Mary C. Green.
was a sergeant in Company I, Fourteenth New Jersey
Volunteers, during the late war, and lost his life at
the battle of Monocacy, Maryland, July 9, 1864. His
second wife was Jane A., daughter of the late Charles
Rice, of Trenton. She died in March, 1869. In 1870
he married Mary, daughter of the late Squire Daniel
His
She died in April, 1875.
Cook, of Hopewell.
present wife, Clementina, is the daughter of the late
Benjamin T. Davis, of Columbia, Lancaster Co., Pa.

are two living children,

ELIJAH

Church, of which he was also a trustee. He married
Eunice, daughter of Elijah and Sarah Lanning (born
Dec. 12, 1779, died Aug. 14, 1839), and had three
sons, — Elijah L., John R., and James A. Hendrick

Of these the first and third still reside on the
old homestead, and John R. on the adjoining farm,
which also belonged to his grandfather's estate.
son.

Timothy Hendrickson died Feb.
seventy-sixth

23,

1848,

in his

year.

L. HENDRICKSON.

Among the prominent old families of Ewing town
family.
A native of, Hol
ship is the Hendrickson
land, John, the progenitor of the branch of the
family represented by the subject of this sketch, emi
grated to our shores about the year 1690, together
with two brothers, and settled on Long Island, whence,
owing to difficulties regarding the title to his land, he
came to Ewing, and took up his location where the
late Israel Hendrickson resided. Here he closed a
long and busy life, enduring the privations incident
to a pioneer settlement.
He was one of the early
members of the First Presbyterian

Church of Tren

ton, now Ewing, and was officially connected with
that body as elder. Among his children was Thomas,
grandfather of the subject of this sketch. In early
life he married Ruth, daughter of Richard Burt, of

Ewing, and shortly thereafter took up his residence
on the Burt homestead, where he passed his days in
agricultural

o

ALoX
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pursuits, and where several generations

of his descendants have succeeded him. He filled a
number of the local offices of his township in an ac
ceptable manner, and served as a trustee of the Ewing
Presbyterian Church.
His death occurred on July
7, 1822, in his eighty-third
year, and that- of his wife
on Nov. 3, 1817.
His children were Hannah (born
March 30, 1761, married John Reeder, of Ewing),
John (born Nov. 22, 1763), Kezia (born Oct. 7, 1765,
married Philip Burroughs), Richard (born April 7,
1768), Sarah (born April 24, 1770, married Joshua
Furman), Timothy (born March 30, 1772), Phebe (born
March 20, 1774, married Joseph Tindall, of Sussex
County, and died there), Moses (born March 14, 1776),
Huldah (born March 19, 1778), Mary (born Aug. 11,
1781), and Jemima (born Jan. 25, 1784, married Jo

seph Burroughs).

Timothy Hendrickson, father of our subject, was
born on the old family homestead, and occupied it
He was an industrious and intelligent
during life.
farmer, active in all good works, and was also a regu
lar attendant and supporter of the Ewing Presbyterian

Elijah L. Hendrickson, whose portrait will be
recognized by a large number of the readers of this
work, was born on the old homestead in which he
The brick portion of his
resides, on April 2, 1816.
residence was built by his grandfather, Thomas, in
the year 1800, and is still in a substantial condition.
He was early inured to the life of a farmer, and en
joyed only such educational advantages as the dis

trict school of his neighborhood

furnished.
He has
continued to occupy the old home during his lifetime,
and has reaped from the ancestral soil of his fore
fathers many an abundant crop.
He is one of the
most public-spirited and representative farmers of
his township, and in close sympathy with all pro
gressive and elevating influences.
Of strong Demo
cratic principles, he has held all the important offices

of his township, was freeholder from 1850 to 1855, a
justice of the peace for twenty years, assessor for a
long term of years, and in 1853 represented his dis
trict, including the city of Trenton and township of
Ewing, in the State A.ssembly, performing his legisla-

,,

Digitizatian Support fram

OrigiilKll from

MICROSOFT

YALE !JNIVERSITY

Digitization Support from

Original from

MICROSOFT

YALE UNIVERSITY

EWING TOWNSHIP.
tive duties with singular fidelity, and serving upon
Though en
a number of important committees.
dowed only with a common-school education, Mr.

Hendrickson has always felt a deep interest in the
instruction of the young,.aud has been very active in
elevating the standard of education in his township,.
and in organizing and sustaining schools of high
character in the town.
He has led an active and
busy life, and is held in respect and esteem by a wide
circle of friends.
He is one of the most liberal and
earnest supporters of the First Presbyterian Church
of Ewing, and has been a trustee in that body for the
past twenty-five years. He was married on Jan. 13,
of the late Richard
1842, to Louisa O, daughter
Hunt, of Ewing, and has three children, — Cornelia,
wife of Edward M. Burroughs, of Ewing ; Frances,
residing with her father; and Annie L., wife of
George L. Howell, of the same township.

WILLIAM

A. HOUGH.

The Hough family is of Gallic-Flemish origin, a
branch still existing at Bruges, in Flanders, the name
Representatives of the family
being De la Hooghe.

were in England in Cheshire at the time of the Con
quest, the name at that time being Del Hoghe, De
Hooghe, and until the year 1500 manuscript genealo
gies exist in the British Museum and elsewhere where
the name appears as Del Hoghe, De Hogh, d'Hoghe,
etc.

Richard Hough, the ancestor of William Aspy
was a leading member of the Society of
Friends, having become a member at his home in
Macclesfield, Cheshire, England.
When he deter
mined to emigrate to America he purchased two
tracts of land, one above and the other below the
village of Yardleyville, Bucks Co., Pa.
He arrived in the Delaware River on the 29th day
of September, 1683, in the ship "Endeavor," from
London, bringing with him five servants, who were
to serve four years, and at the expiration of their
service to receive an honorarium in money and their
Hough,

freedom.

He married Margery Clowes in the spring succeed
ing his arrival, this being the first marriage in Bucks
County.
On the tract of land south of Yardleyville he built a
house near a spring of water. In this house the first
meetings of " Friends" were held, and here were
born six generations of his lineal descendants, in

cluding the subject of this sketch.
Almost immediately after his arrival he was elected
Assembly"
as one of the
a member of the "Provincial
two members from Bucks County, and he continued
to be a member of the Supreme Executive Council
of William Penn or a member of the Assembly until
his death in 1705, having been drowned in the Del
aware River while on his way to meet the members
of the Assemblv at New Castle.

He was
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a man

of a high order of intelligence

and

integrity, as is abundantly attested by his associates,
among whom William Penn, in a letter to a friend at
the time of his death, says, " The loss of our dear
friend, honest Richard Hough, is well-nigh irrepar
able."

He left by will the largest share of his property,
including the homestead, to his eldest son Richard,

and certain other shares to his other sons and daugh
ters.
The homestead was successively owned and
occupied by Richard, the progenitor, by his son
Richard, by his son Henry, by his son John, and by
his son Phineas, father of our subject.

Phineas Hough, born in 1790, married, first, Eliz
abeth Carlisle, who died without issue. His second
wife, Deborah Aspy, bore him seven children, — Wil
liam Aspy, John, Mary S., wife of Jacob Hendrick
son, of Ewing, Samuel Y., Phineas, Benjamin F.,
and Edwin W. Hough. Of these John became a

in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and
died in Delaware a few years ago, while filling the
office of presiding elder. Samuel 'Y. died in Kansas.
Phineas and Benjamin F. were merchants in Phila
minister

Edwin W. died in
delphia, and are both dead.
Philadelphia of disease contracted while serving in
the army during the late Rebellion. Phineas Hough,
Sr., died May 9, 1876, in his eighty-sixth year, and
his wife in 1854, aged fifty-eight.

William A. Hough was born at Yardleyville, Pa.,
on Dec. 4, 1819.
He was early apprenticed to the
trade of a carpenter.
For ten years after attaining
his majority he followed this business at Yardleyville,
and in 1850, having by close and laborious effort ac
cumulated sufficient capital, he purchased of Murray
Mcllvaine the old Dr. Olden farm, in Ewing town

ship, Mercer County, N. J., where he has since en
gaged in agricultural pursuits.

Mr. Hough is recognized as one of the most publicspirited and successful farmers in Ewing, and by his
artistic taste and mechanical skill has been enabled
to remodel and beautify his home, and render his sur
roundings attractive and pleasant.
He served as
freeholder of his township for one term, and has held
other township offices.
He is one of the vice-presi
dents of the West Ewing Improvement Association,
and is overseer in Ewing Grange, No. 73. He is also
an attendant and regular supporter of the First Pres
byterian Church of Ewing, of which he is one of the
trustees, and served on the church building commit
tee in 1867, and on the parsonage committee in 188081.
He married on Feb. 5, 1845, Ellen, daughter of

John Stockton, a descendant of the old New Jersey
family of that name, and has two children now living,
viz., John S., a graduate of the Philadelphia Poly
technic School and of the Medical Department of the
University of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, now
traveling in Europe in the interests of his profession ;
and Horace G., a graduate of Trenton Academy, who
is working the home-farm in connection with his
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William Henry Hough, the second son, died
Oct. 12, 1881, while pursuing his studies at Rutgers
College, New Jersey, with a view of preparation for
the gospel ministry.

father.

CHAPTER LXVII.
HAMILTON TOWNSHIP.1
Situation

and Boundaries.— Hamilton, the most

southerly township of Mercer County, is bounded on
the north by Trenton, Millham, and Lawrence ; on
and
the east by West Windsor and Washington
Upper Freehold (Monmouth County) ; south by Ches
terfield

and Bordentown

(Burlington County)

and

Falls (Bucks County, Pa.); and west by Trenton and
Chambersburg.

Physical Features. — The

northern, southern, and

a portion

of the western boundaries of this township
are natural, and such as would of themselves suggest
a division of municipal
At the north
interests.
Assanpink Creek divides Hamilton from Millham
and Lawrence ; Crosswicks Creek cuts it off from its
neighboring townships in Burlington County, and the
Delaware River on the west separates it from adjacent
portions of Pennsylvania.
These streams and Miry
Run and Pond Run, in the northern part, which flow
into the Assanpink, and Back Creek and Doctor's
Creek, in the southern part, emptying their waters
into Crosswicks Creek, furnish ample drainage.
The Pennsylvania Railroad crosses the northern
border of the township from the northeast corner in
a southwesterly direction to Trenton, and the Amboy
Division of the great network of railways so known
runs in a course nearly parallel with the main line
across the southern part, with a station at Yard
ville.
Settlement. — The settlement of the territory now
known as Hamilton began in the southern part of the
present township, along the bluff southeast of Cham
bersburg and farther southeast on Crosswicks Creek.
Religious and sectarian lines marked different periods
of settlement to a degree.
A few of the earliest in
habitants were Episcopalians,
but the Quaker ele
ment predominated. Later came some Presbyterians,

and still later Baptists, the latter from East Jersey,
whence they had emigrated from Long Island and
the New England States.

The Lees are descended from one David Lee, who
owned a large tract along the south side of the Assan
pink Creek, near its junction with Miry Run and the

He had two sons, Joseph and William.
The Hill family are probably of Scotch descent,
and they settled near Trenton.
Smith Hill, who
owned the tract east of Trenton on Assanpink, had
several children, among whom were William, who
Shabakonk.

1From material furnished by Joseph H. West.

lived at Hamilton Square, and whose descendants are
scattered over the country ; Samuel, who lived on the
homestead

and

whose descendants

are numerous;

Nathan, who lived at Yardville, and Howell, of
Hamilton Square. There were also daughters, — Jane,
Hannah and Christiana, who married into the fami
lies of Welling, Anderson, and Hutchinson.
The Hughes family were among the settlers of
Hamilton township in the last century. James
Hughes, a prominent member of the Presbyterian
Church at Hamilton Square in its early days, with
his brothers, William, Richard, John, and Joseph,.
made a large family, and from them nearly all bear
ing the name in this locality are descended.
The family name of Butcher is almost lost in this
locality, but the Butchers were formerly quite nu
merous in Hamilton.
They were early residents at
Burlington, and some of them settled in Pennsyl
vania, whence came Thomas Butcher, Sr., the old
cabinet-maker and undertaker of Hamilton Square,
whose descendants are scattered all over the country.

Old Nottingham. —The first name given

to the
on the north by the As
sanpink Creek, on the south by the Rancocas Creek,
on the east by the province line, and on the west by
section , which was bounded

" Yorkshire Tenth." This name
the Delaware, was
given
was
to it by the purchasers, they having divided
their purchase into tenths. In 1692, perhaps earlier,
the township of Nottingham was formed of part of
Yorkshire Tenths. It then included all of the present
Hamilton township, and all of Trenton south of the
Assanpink Creek. In 1694 the Provincial Legisla

ture enacted that all who resided above this creek in
the province should belong to Burlington County, and

was known as Hopewell township as early as 1695.
is said the name of Nottingham was given to this
township by Isaac Watson, who was from Nottingham,

it

It

in Old England.

The first charter of the borough and town of Tren
ton, granted by King George II. in 1746, included
nearly the whole of the present county.
Many of
the citizens of Nottingham were burgesses of the
borough.
This charter was surrendered in 1750, the
people not experiencing
pected. The boundaries

the benefits they

had ex

of Trenton under the next
charter included nothing south of the creek. It was
not until 1851 that Trenton proper included anything
south of the Assanpink.
The township bore the name
of Nottingham from 1692 to 1842.
Some of the Early Settlers. — In November,
Mind,"
"
1677, two ships, the
Willing
from London,
fly-boat " Martha,"

and the
from Hull, arrived with
one hundred and fourteen passengers, who settled in

Yorkshire Tenth.
On the 10th of December, 1678, the ship " Shield"
arrived from Hull.
This ship anchored where Bur
lington was afterwards built, and the morning after
their arrival the passengers went ashore oh the ice.
On this ship came most of the first inhabitants of the
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Flock, and others came in from Middlesex
Probably nine-tenths of the first inhabit
English,'
were

section soon afterwards known as Nottingham town
ship.
Among them were Mahlon Stacy, who built

nest, Dey,

the first mill at Trenton

ants of this

on the Assanpink ; Thomas

Lambert, from whom Lamberton was named ; Thomas
Potts, Thomas Newell, Thomas Wood, with their
families ;

also

Godfrey

Newbold,

John

Newbold,

Richard Green, John Hyers, and a merchant from
Hull named Barnes. About this time came also Isaac
Watson, Robert Pearson, and others.
The old minute-book of the proceedings of Not
tingham township from 1692 to 1710 discloses many
The min
interesting things relating fo this locality.
utes of 1695 contain all the names of the taxable per
sons in the township at that date as follows:

Mahlon Stacy, Thomas Lambert, William Embly,
Ann Pharo, John Lambert, Jr., Robert Pearson, Sam
uel Overton, Thomas Gillenthorp, William Quicksall,
William Watson, Sarah Scholey, William Biddle,
Matthew Clayton, Nathaniel Petit, Moses Petit. Jon
athan Davis, Ralph Hunt, Theophilus Phillips, John
Lambert, Sr., Joshua Wright, Martin Scott, John
Rodgers, John Abbot, Ann Warson, William Hixson,
Anthony Woodward, Thomas Tindall, Isaac Watson,
Benjamin Maxle, Joshua Ely, Johu Lees, John Brear
ley, Richard Ridgway, Thomas Green, Samuel Hunt,
Charles Biles, Thomas Smith, Thomas Coleman, and
John Richardson.
The minutes for 1703 contain the names of the tax
able persons and the number of acres each possessed.

In

addition to the above-named persons there appear
the names of Caleb Wheatley, John Tantum, Wil

liam Warson,
Gervas

Hall,

Matthew Grange,
Thomas

Silverthorp,

William

Stevens,
Sylvanus King,

Henry Scott, Abraham Marshall, Francis Davenport,
and Matthew Watson.
These persons owned from
thirty to thirteen hundred and fifty acres each, but
most of them had from two hundred and fifty to six
hundred acres.
The two largest land-owners were
Robert Pearson and William Stevens, each having
thirteen hundred and fifty acres.
The whole number
of acres these men possessed in 1703 amounted to
eleven thousand and ten, which shows that most of
the land was taken up at that date, except, perhaps,
After 1703 there came many
to Nottingham and Hopewell townships from Long
some not worth owning.

Island and East Jersey.

Among these may be men
Howells, Mounts, Bur
Aproughs, Clarks, Scudders, Lannings, Reeds, and
pletons.
Later there came the Wests, Hammells, and
many others. The Hammells came from Holland
Ulster'
County, N. Y., then settled in the
originally to
lower part of this State ; thence to Mansfield, where
John Hammell came from to Washington township
in the middle of the last century.
The Hutchinsons came, some of them at least, from
Ewing township (then Hopewell), where they had
first settled. There came also to this township from
Burlington and other places the families of Eldridge,
The families of Van
Nelson, Butcher, and Hughes.
tioned the Stouts, Cubberleys,

County.
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section were

but there

There were
some Hollanders.
probably a few Swedes from the settlements in Dela
ware, and some of other nationalities not mentioned
some Scotch

and

above.

Some of the Pioneer Families. — Tradition
says that three families of the name of Cubberley
They were probably
came from France to America.
Huguenots.
Two of them settled on Long Island,
and the third came to these parts. They must have
settled in this township since 1720, as the record-book
to that date does not contain the name. James Cub
berley, who died in 1754, and his wife Mary, who died
in 1772 aged eighty-two, are buried in the Pearson
and headstones mark their graves.
burying-ground,

They were probably the first of the family to settle
in the township. The headstone at James Cubberley's
grave is marked J. Cubberley.
By the will of James
Cubberley, made in 1753, we find that he had six
children,— Thomas, William, James, John, Isaac, and
Mary. His residence was on the place now owned
by Joel Taylor, near Hamilton Square, and his large
extended into what is now Washington town
He gave to his grandson William, son of his
Part
son Thomas, tract No. 3, now in Washington.
of the Cubberleys of Washington township are de
estate

ship.

scended from this line. William, the second son, was
born in 1720, died 1774.
He married Lydia Rulon,
who was of French descent.

His descendants are

He had three children, — William
very numerous.
Hannah married John
W., Hannah, and Achsah.
Hammell ; Achsah married Richard Appleton ; and

William W. married Ann Hammell. His children
were Elisha, Eli, Isaac, Ann, Theodosia, and others,
and their children and grandchildren bring us down
to date.

John Cubberley, the fourth child of James the first,
also married a Rulon, and his descendants are numer
ous. His son David was one of the founders of the
Hamilton Square Presbyterian Church, and his chil

dren were John O, Athaliah, David, and others. The
late James Cubberley, of Newtown, and his offspring,
and Francis, John H., and others of that line, and
George W. and that line, are descended from one of
the other sons of the first James ; and in fact all the
ancestry of the name of Cubberley in this part of
New Jersey can be traced back to James and Mary
Cubberley.

The Watsons are of English origin. They came to
this section from Nottingham, in England, and when

the township of Nottingham was formed it was named
" Nottingham" by Isaac
Watson, in honor of his na
tive place. In the old minute-book of Nottingham

township, under date of 1695, appear the names of
Isaac Watson, as the possessor of four hundred and
forty acres; William Watson, of one hundred and
fifty acres ; aud, at a later date, Matthew Watson, of
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From these persons have descended
of this locality. They are not
in'
this section, but are
very numerous at present
scattered in various directions.
In 1708, Isaac Watson builtj the house, which is
still standing, on the bluff between White Horse and
Trenton, and lately occupied by Andrew K. Rowan.
The old house on the bank of the creek below White
Horse, now occupied by Norman Stevens, was built
two years earlier by the second Robert Pearson. The
house on the B. F. Stewart estate, near Yardville, was
built in 1754, and the house of John A. Beck, in that
vicinity, in 1759. These are the oldest dwellings in

thirty

acres.

most of the Watsons

the township.

In the old Nottingham minute-book it is recorded
that Thomas Tindall owned four hundred and sixty
acres of land in 1695.
His farm was where part of
Trenton has since been built. The Tindalls are quite
numerous, and it is supposed are descendants from
Thomas

Tindall, who was English by birth or

scent.

de

"

Yorkshire Tenth"
Among the early settlers of
were some of the Butchers, whose descendants were
years ago quite numerous in this township and vi
cinity.

They were of English origin.
The family is
now much scattered.
Robert Pearson settled in what is now Hamilton
township, and was one of the two largest land
owners in old Nottingham.
In 1695, according to

of Nottingham, he possessed thirteen
hundred and fifty acres.
This tract lay on the north
bank of Crosswicks Creek, to the north and west of
Back Creek.
A few years later, one William Stevens
owned the same number of acres.
The old grave
yard at White Horse was laid out by the Pearsons as
early as 1722, and perhaps many years before. The
locality was called by them "South Hill."
They are believed to have been Episcopalians, and
it has been said that the Pearsons and Hutchinsons
came to America together. The name of Pearson is
almost lost in this locality at present, though the
Pearsons have many descendants in the prominent
families of the township.
Most of the Pearsons
favored the king during the Revolution,
though
few of them took any active part in the struggle;
but the third Robert Pearson befriended Samuel
Tucker, the treasurer of the State, when he was
the minutes

captured

by the Tories, and gave his parole that
Tucker should stay with him until called for, thus
saving him much rough treatment.
Isaac Pearson,
an active Tory, was shot at Hightstown by a party
who were pursuing him.
A stone marks his grave in
the old Pearson burying-ground.

Howe,"

Sarah How (or "Sallie
as her name has
appeared in history), a sister of the wife of William
Pearson, who was a son of Isaac Pearson above men
tioned, was one of the six little girls who sang and
strewed flowers before Washington
as he passed
through Trenton on his way to New York to be in

augurated

lived for

as

President of the United States.

a long

time with

her

sister Susan

She
(Mrs.

Pearson), and died unmarried in 1841, and is buried
in the Pearson family lot. Sheriff Micajah How was
her father, and Robert How was her brother.
Mary Pearson, daughter of William Pearson and
niece of Sarah How, married Thomas Hopkinson, a
grandson of one of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence.

The most of the Reed family in Hamilton are de
scended from the Reeds of Ewing and Lawrence;
others came from East Jersey. Jeremiah Reed, the
ancestor of the Reeds of Hamilton Square, was one
of the founders of the Methodist Church there.

The Fords were among the Scotch Covenanters,
and settled early in the township. Their descendants
are plentiful, but not many bear the name which
" Foord."
was formerly spelled
The Quigleys were among those
in the early part of the eighteenth
of them were noted deer hunters.
dogs for hunting purposes, and the
on the road from White Horse to
" Dogtown,"

who settled here
century.
Some

They kept many
cluster of houses

Sandtown, called
was so named on account of the large
number of dogs kept by the Quigleys resident there.
Cornelius Appleton came from Germany, and set
tled near Hamilton Square before 1730.
A part of
the original Appleton tract is now in possession of
the Pryors, and adjoins

land of William H. West,
W. H. Hughes, and Albert Hooper, and others in
their neighborhood.
The old Appleton house was
built to front to the south, as the old road ran on that
side. The oldest part of this house, the east end, was
originally only one story high, and was built, tradition
says, about 1730.
In 1772 the west end was built; in
the early part of this century the east end was raised
to the height of the rest of the house.
Cornelius Appleton married Mary Cox Nov. 10,
1726, and had children,
as follows: Joseph, born
Aug. 8, 1727; Richard, born Nov. 28, 1728; and
Josiah, born in 1735. He died in 1779, aged seventyeight; and his wife, five years earlier, aged eightyeight.

George Appleton, who lives near Mercerville, is a
descendant of Cornelius Appleton, as are many others
of the name, and of other families with which the

Appletons have intermarried in this section.
West Family.— The first of the West family in
what is now Hamilton was William West, who was
born in 1750, and died about 1830.
His residence
was the dwelling now of Samuel Hughes, near Ham
ilton Square, whicii he built. His estate consisted of
three hundred

acres, perhaps more, adjacent

to the

dwelling, which is now cut up into numerous farms.
Two of his grandchildren reside on parts of the orig
inal tract.
The progenitor of the somewhat numerous Wests
of this section was Bartholomew West, whose home
stead was near the present

village

of ¦ AUentown
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(Monmouth County), on the farm now of William
Hulse. He had five children, —John, Mahew, Jane,
Mary, and the William above mentioned. John lost
He
the bulk of his property during the Revolution.
was engaged in buying and shipping produce to the

army, and at one time, having sent a large quantity,
was captured by the enemy, proving a total loss to
Some
him. He afterwards removed to Pennsylvania.
of the Wests about Trenton are descended from him.

it

His residence was near the
Mahew was childless.
present dwelling of S. P. Nicholson, in Hamilton
township.
Mary married a
Jane never married.
Stelle, and her descendants are numerous in this vi
cinity. One John West lived in Shrewsbury

as early

797

24, 1791, and had issue as

follows:

1,

Henry Paxon,

born Nov. 18, 1814; 2, Mary Ann, born March 13,
1816, died Oct. 29, 1852 ; 3, Elizabeth, born Septem
ber, 1817 ; 4, Mayhew, born Oct. 24, 1819, died June
22, 1848; 5, Zimri, born March 28, 1821; 6, Mercy,
born March, 1823, died in childhood.
VII. Hope West, born Aug. 30, 1792, died Sept.

William Hammell, which see.
William Stout West, born Feb. 5, 1795, mar
ried Mary Appleget, March 27, 1817, who was born
26, 1863, married

VIII.

Oct. 4, 1799, and had issue as follows : 1, Hope,
born Dec. 23, 1817 ; 2, George, born June 28, 1820 ;
3, Susanna, born Nov. 27, 1822 ; 4 and 5, Sarah

Ann and Mary, twins, born March 1, 1826 ; 6, Wil
born Aug. 7, 1828; 7, Charles, born Oct. 22,
1830 ; 8, Phebe, born June 12, 1833 ; 9, Henry, born

as 1687.

liam,

William West was impressed into the British service
during the Revolution, but escaped from his captors
at New Brunswick.
He caught the smallpox from
some of them, which broke out upon him on his ar

Oct. 17, 1836 ; 10, Edward, born Dec. 5, 1843.
IX. Joseph Lippet West, born Nov. 14, 1798, died
Feb. 11, 1876; married, in 1823, Ann Pearson, who

rival at Trenton the morning after his escape.
He
went home, and his father took the disease from him
and died of it. William West married Anna Stout,
who was born October, 1754, and died Jan. 25, 1814,
and had issue as follows :

L

Susanna, born March 1, 1779, died May, 1851 ;
married Joseph Watson, born 1773, died April 12,
1837, and had issue as follows ; 1, Ruth, born Nov. 6,
1795; 2, John, born July 1, 1797; 3, Anna, born
June 1, 1800; 4, Margaret, born July 24, 1802; 5,
William, born Jan. 22, 1804; 6, Samuel, born Feb. 5,
1806; 7, Naomi, born April 23, 1808; 8, Mary, born
May 17, 1810 ; 9, Susanna, born Aug. 10, 1812 ; 10,
Joseph, born Jan. 30, 1815; 11, Elizabeth, born May
11, 1817; 12, Henry, born April 17, 1819; 13, Hope,
born Nov. 6, 1821.
After the death of Joseph Wat
son his widow married

David Silver, whom she sur

vived.

II.

Margaret West, born Feb. 25, 1781, died in 1849 ;
April 15, 1804, David Gordon, who was born
March 3, 1780, and had issue as follows : 1, William
married

W., born March 1, 1805 ; 2, Sarah A., born Dec. 7,
1806; 3, James, born Dec. 19, 1808; '4, Lucy, born
Sept. 10, 1810 ; 5, David, born Sept. 26, 1812 ; 6, Ben

jamin S., born Nov.

III. John

26, 1817.

West, born March 21, 1783, died Aug.
Feb. 4, 1808, Lydia Hammell, who

13, 1856 ; married

was born April 4, 1788, died April 5, 1876, and had
issue as follows: 1, Lucy, born Jan. 9, 1809; 2, Han
nah H., born Oct. 3, 1810; 3, William H., born Dec.

1815; 5, Louisa C,
born Dec. 22, 1820;
7, Lydia A., born Jan. 5, 1824; 8, Margaret G., born
June 5, 1827 ; 9, Lizzie Y., born Oct. 29, 1829.
IV. Lucia West, born March 30, 1785, died in
16, 1812; 4, Anna, born
born March 26, 1818 ; 6,

childhood,

V. Mary

April

West,

June 3,
John S.,

27, 1793.

born Oct.

12,

1787,

died

April

2,

1810.

VI.

10,

Zimri West, born Feb. 22, 1790, died March
1828 ; married Mary Hammell, who was born Aug.

was born

April

6. 1804, died 1835, and had issue as

follows: 1, John W. P., born Oct. 18, 1823; 2,
James G., born Sept. 12, 1825; 3, Ann, born March
Feb. 7, 1830, died
6, 1828;
4, Joseph P., born
in childhood; 5, Samuel N., born March 21, 1834.
After the death of his wife, in 1835, Joseph married
Hannah Forman, widow of Randolph Forthan, Nov.
1, Randolph For
10, 1839, and had issue as follows:
man, Dec. 20, 1840 ; 2, Joseph H., born Nov. 5, 1845.
The Scotts were among the earliest settlers of the
township.
Christopher Van Nest, son of John Van Nest, settled
He mar
at Quaker Bridge, in Hamilton township.
His
ried Catherine Voorhies, and had nine children.
brother

John,

a settler

in West Windsor,

had

the

same number, and from these two are descended the

Van Nests in Hamilton and elsewhere in the county.
The old Van Nest Bible, printed in Holland in 1640,
is in the possession of William C. Van Nest, of Ham
ilton Square.
Those in Hamilton bearing the name of Dye are
descended from Henry Dye, who lived on the farm
now owned by Joseph Bowers.
The De Cous were among the early settlers.
Nearly all, if not quite all, of the Taylors of Mer
cer County seem to be descended from one John Tay
lor, who settled near Yardville, in the early part, or
towards the middle, of the last century.
He owned a
large tract of land.
In 1759 he built the house now
owned by John Beck, of Yardville.
He married a
Quixsy, or Quicksall, and had a son Joel, and a daugh
ter, who married a De Cou. Joel married a Vanderbeck, and it was through this marriage that the Tay
lors came to be numbered among the numerous heirs
of the Trinity Church property in New York City.

Joel Taylor

Among them
Joel, and Israel (who bought land

had numerous children.

were Benjamin,

near Hamilton Square), and Stacy (who lived between
Yardville and AUentown), and several daughters.
Their descendants are numerous in the county.
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Hon. John Taylor, Esq., now senator for Mercer
Taylor. The old
County, is a descendant of Joel
Taylors
were Quakers.
stock of
He com
Richard Howell was born in Delaware.
manded a New Jersey regiment from 1776 till 1779 ;
was clerk of the Supreme Court of New Jersey, and
Governor of New Jersey from 1794 till 1802, when he
He was one of the young men who burned
died.
the tea landed at Greenwich, N. J., Nov. 22, 1774.
com
He was the author of the ode to Washington,
more,"
and
mencing "Welcome, mighty chief, once
had a brother, Rednap Howell, who settled in the
South, and was also somewhat of a poet. Richard
Howell, after the war, moved to the vicinity of Tren
ton. He had a son, Arthur, who lived near Trenton,
in Hamilton, and two other sons, who lived above
One of his daughters married Jesse Cole
Trenton.
man, of Hamilton, and another, Thomas Riall, of
Trenton.
Arthur Howell had a son, Richard, who
liyed on the farm now of the William G. Cook estate
in Hamilton, and he was the father of Arthur Howell,
of Hamilton Square.
Three brothers, John, William, and Joshua Norton,
came from England near the middle of the last cen
tury.
John was born Dec. 20, 1725, and settled in
East Windsor township. He married Grace Gilham,
and had seven children, the most of whom died un
married.
One son, Joshua, born in 1752, married
Lydia Combs, daughter of Thomas Combs, and John
Norton, Jr., born 1761, married Mary Ely, daughter
of Richard Ely. Joshua, who married Lydia Combs,
He had chil
settled in Hamilton, near White Horse.
dren, of whom Joshua married Hannah Condit and
settled in Hopewell ; John married Ann Van Scho'ick and lived on his father's place ; William married
Sarah Hughes first, and secondly Henrietta Hill, and
lived on a part of the homestead now owned by Caleb
Pitman, of Hamilton; Sarah married Joseph Ander
son, of Pennsylvania; Ann married Joseph Hill, of
Trenton ; and Hannah married Charles Hunt, of
Hopewell.
The descendants of all are numerous.
William Norton had thirteen children, and they mar
ried into the families of Hutchinson, Lee, Clark,
and Beecroft, and
Coleman, Tilton, Hendrickson,
many of their descendants live in Hamilton and
other parts of the county.
The other branch of the
Nortons, of East Windsor, and their connections are
also very numerous.
, The descendants of John

Norton, who had four

children, are not numerous.
The Colemans were early settlers of the northern
portion of Hamilton and Lawrence.
The different
branches could probably be traced to one family orig

J. B. Coleman, of Mercerville, is descended
from Timothy Coleman, who settled near what is now
Baker's Basin, in Lawrence.
J. B. Coleman repre
sents the fourth generation of Colemans of this line.
The other Colemans, of Hamilton, represented by
inally.

Benjamin,

Elijah, David,

and others

are of Jesse

married

Coleman,

who

Howell.

The family and

a

daughter

of Governor
their connections are

numerous.
One Abram Eldridge, in the last century, owned a
of land extending northeast from Hamilton
It was
Square, and including a part of the village.
nearly a mile square, and extended beyond the town

tract

ship-line into East Jersey.
The homestead house was in the centre of the farm
Abram Eldridge
now owned by James C. Robbins..
Baptist
Church in
was one of the founders of the
The descendants of the family
Hamilton Square.
are numerous but much scattered. Two of the de
scendants of Abram Eldridge live on parts of the old
tract.

It is family tradition, but not verified, that some of
the Hutchinsons are descended from Thomas Hutch
inson, an early settler in Ewing, and others from
George Hutchinson, who settled at Burlington about
1678.

There

is not ptoved.

were two branches, but
. One

their connection
married Eliza

John Hutchinson

beth Pearson, daughter of the second Robert Pearson,
who was born in 1710, and from them the Hutchin
sons of Yardville and many others are descended.
One Amos Hutchinson, who was one of the founders
of the Presbyterian Church at Hamilton Square,
owned a large tract of land north of Miry Run, in
Hamilton and West Windsor. He had a large family,
and his descendants live at Windsor, in the vicinity
His
of Trenton, and elsewhere in this section.
daughter Betsey was the first person buried in the
Presbyterian churchyard at Hamilton Square.
There

was

another

branch

that settled about the

locality of James I. Hutchinson's mills. The house
now owned by J. I. Hutchinson, a descendant, was
built by one of this family in 1785. The descendants
of this branch are numerous, and many of them live
in Hamilton, Washington, and East Windsor, One
Daniel Hutchinson, of this branch, married Deborah
Hammell, daughter of John and Mercy Hammell,
Their descendants live about
who was born in 1755.
Edinburg, in Washington township, and at Hamilton
Square and elsewhere.
Those bearing the name of Ivens in Hamilton are
descended from one Daniel Ivens, who married Theo
dosia, daughter of John and Mercy Hammell.
. Those bearing the name of Steele are descended
from one of this family who married Mary, daughter

of Bartholomew West, who was born prior to 1750.
William and Matthias Mount lived in this town
Both were connected with
ship in the last century.
the Presbyterian
Church at Hamilton Square in its
infancy.
Matthias Mount owned a large tract, of
which the part containing the homestead house is
now owned by Jasper Mount. Matthias had children,
— Richard, Robert, Matthias, Samuel, Elijah, and
others, and from them almost all bearing the name
in this section are descended. A daughter of Matthias
Mount married Elisha Jewell, of Penn's Neck.
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in
Tindall owned land in Nottingham
It is supposed
He was a native of England.
that all of this family are descended from him.
He
lived in the neighborhood of Trenton.
The Tindalls
of West Windsor township are descended from John
Tindall, who married Amy Hammell, daughter of
John and Mercy Hammell, who was born in 1761.
The first graves made in the Baptist churchyard at
Hamilton Square were those of this branch of the
Tindalls, and in all probability were the parents of
the above John Tindall. The homestead of the above
family was the house now owned by Alexis Rainear,
Thomas

1692.

near Edinburg.

The Scholey family were among the English Qua
In 1695
kers that came to Burlington about 1678.
She
one Sarah Scholey owned land in this township.
was prohably the widow of one of the emigrants of
that name. In the last century one Samuel Scholey
bought the Scholey's mountain tract in Morris
County.
He had a brother, Joseph Scholey, who

in Burlington County, and who had several
children, one of whom was James, who bought of
David Cale the large tract of land lying to the north
and west of Hamilton Square, joining the Apple-
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Princeton, and there are yet living some who
have heard their parents tell of being awakened on

route for

the morning of Jan. 3, 1777, by the booming of the
cannon at Princeton. . Less than twenty years ago a
lady named Lanning died at Hamilton Square, aged

ninety-six, who lived near Princeton at the time of
the battle, and who stated that her father sent her
with the rest of the family into the cellar during the
action.
The barn on the old Eldridge homestead

was struck

This shot
by a cannon-ball during the Revolution.
is thought to have been fired by a prowling party of
the enemy with a field-piece, as no action took place

in that vicinity. The British officers forbade their
men to fire at buildings thus, but their orders were
sometimes disobeyed.

"

When the British troops marched from Philadel
phia, on their way to Monmouth, in June, 1778, they
came through this part of the country in three de
tachments, — one by Mount Holly, one through Co

lived

lumbus, and the third by Bordentown.
The latter
attempted to cross Crosswicks Creek over a draw
bridge near the latter place. The Continental troops
and a great part of the militia stationed in that vi

tons, Mounts, Eldridges, and others. James Scholey
had a large family, and his children married into
the Hughes, Ivens, and Wainwright families, and

cinity under Gen. Dickinson had been withdrawn,
excepting those of Cols. Phillips and Shreve, who

others.

The Wainwright family are descended from one
Daniel Wainwright, who was an early settler of Mon
mouth County.
He had a son who was a prominent
official of Monmouth County during the Revolution,
and was killed by the Price brothers, who were noto
rious refugees. The Wainwrights of Hamilton town
ship represent the fourth and fifth generations of this
family.
There are several branches of the Robbins family,
all of which descended from early settlers of the name
in Monmouth County.
The progenitors of Dr. G. R.
Robbins, of Hamilton Square, and others of that
branch, formerly lived in the vicinity of AUentown.
Some of the Robbins were among the soldiers who
saw service in the Revolution.

The Johnsons,

Nutts, Middletons,

Asays,

Andersons, Savidges, Chambers, Hendricksons,
vers, Scattergoods,
dons, Williamses,
Naptons,

Souths,

Fagans,
Cono-

Cales, Applegates,

Gor

Bowerses, Coxes, Ginglens, Woods,

Curtises,

Woodmancys,

Aliens, Gaskills,

Butchers, Rossells, Seeds, Ab
botts, Stewarts, Wilkinsons, and others are descended
from families who lived in the township in the last
century.
Revolutionary Incidents. — During the dark days
Tasstums,

Nelsons,

of 1776-77, when the British were encamped at Tren
ton, at Princeton, and at Bordentown, this township
was sometimes overrun by foraging, scouting, and
plundering parties of troops.

The night before the battle of Princeton, Washing
ton and his troops passed through Mercerville en

had been previously detached to guard a ford one
mile farther up the creek, and only the three regi
ments of Cols. Frelinghuysen, Van Dike, and Webster
remained when a party of the enemy appeared, and
with great zeal began to repair the bridge, the planks
of which had been pulled up and the draw raised.
For this purpose they ripped off the planks from an
Upon their approach the
adjoining hay-house.
troops rushed down with the greatest impetuosity,
and a small party from one of the regiments happen
ing to be considerably advanced, caused them to re
tire with the loss of four killed and several wounded.
This detachment then united with the other two at
Crosswicks, and in the course of the same day
attempted crossing the bridge there, which had
also been destroyed by the Americans.
Another
skirmish occurred, in which a British officer and two
or three men were shot. The wounded officer was
conveyed to the dwelling
now occupied by Mr.
Thomas Newell. An American named Clevenger
was killed. He had cut away the last sleeper of the
bridge, and while retreating was shot in the back of
the head, fell among the high grass, and was discov
ered a few days after by the stench of his decompos
The next day the enemy repaired the
ing body.
bridge and proceeded on their march.
During this
skirmish the Americans, who were stationed on the
Woodwardville side of the creek, fired several can
non-balls, one of which lodged in the Friends' meeting-hquse, and there remained until the house was

repaired a few years since. Soon after the battle of
Trenton, the American troops for a time occupied
the Friends' meeting-house for barracks.
On Sun-
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day the benches were arranged and worship held as
usual." *

A

with the troops during these skir
mishes expressed his opinion of the importance of these
encounters in a publication of the day, as follows :
" The conduct of the militia saved, in my opinion,
gentleman

and the country adjacent from rapine and
In short, their conduct during the whole
desolation.
time gave me the most pleasing ideas of the strong love
Trenton

of liberty which is natural to the human soul. Surely
while the farmers of the country are induced by the
mere fondness of freedom to leave all their domestic
concerns at this season of the year and undergo the
hardships of a soldier's life, to suffer the severest
fatigues, and with pleasure face every danger,

I say,

while this continues, Americans must and will be free !"
Some
There were some royalists in this township.
were doubtless royalists from choice. Some had not
sufficient faith to foresee the victory so long delayed,
and were royalists from policy.

In the list of the names of New Jersey soldiers who
served in the Revolution, published some years ago,
are those of men from Hamilton.
In the early part of the present century, Joseph L.
West plowed up a six-pound ball on the farm now
of the Samuel Hughes estate, near Hamilton Square.

How it came there is not known. Two cannon-balls
have been found on the Hunt farm, south of the draw
bridge, which were fired by the Americans during the
skirmish there previously referred to.

Organization.— Hamilton was taken from the now
extinct township of Nottingham, and erected into a
separate township by an act of Assembly passed
March 11, 1842.

COLLECTORS.
William S. West, 1842-44.
William C. Sinclair, 1848-48,1851.
John C. Cubberley, 1849.
George W. Norton, 1852-53.
Samuel C. Appleton, 1854.
John McCanay, 1855.
James B. Coleman,1856-57.
Tilton Rogers, 1858-60.
Eden Rogers, 1861.

John: Hammell, 1862-64.
David C. Rulon, 1865-70.
Charles V. Mead, 1871.
William Hammell, 1872.
Balph Hooper, 1873.
Charles A. Beecraft, 1874-76.
William Clark, 1877-79.
Timothy Scobey,1880-81.

CONSTABLES.
Henry P. Parent, 1866-68,1870,
Thomas S. Peatson, 1842-43.
Joseph West, 1844,1849.
1871,1873-80.
Charles McClosy, 1866.
Samuel C. Thorne, 1845-46.
Major Voorhees,1845.
James B. Harden, 1867,1868.
Joseph Loveless,1869,1871-74.
John Appleton, 1846.
N. B. Burroughs, 1870.
John Holeman, 1847-51.
George W. Bowers,1870,1872.
William Hughes, 1850.
R. W. Taylor, 1870.
William Y. Ford, 1851-53.
Joseph H. West, 1870.
Thomas Parent, 1851,1353.
John H. Coleman,1871-75.
H. B. Moore, 1852.
Alexander Eldridge, 1854-56,1858- Benjamin F. Wood, 1871.
Albert S. Douglass,1871.
60,1872,1878.
Levi Brady, 1872.
Asher S. Cubberley,1855.
M. S. Ellis, 1873,1875,1877.
Ira JohnsoD, 1856-62.
1862,1864- J. Nelson, 1874.
Clark T. Forman, 1857,
Henry Johnson, 1876.
67.
Alfred Hughes, 1876-78,1880,1881.
Arthur R. Howell, 1859-60.
T. F. Van Camp, 1876.
John Worthley, 1859-61,1869.
William Van Brunt, 1877.
,
Martin Adams, 1861,1865.
'
Samuel H. Nutts, 1861.
Jacob R. HugheB, 1878-81.
James C. RobbinB,1862-69,1873-77. Singleton Hooper, 1878-80.
Franklin E. Frazier, 1881.
William King, 1864.
George A. Morris, 1881.
Henry Hendrickson, 1864.
Henry N. Burk, 1881.
Thomas P. Parent. 1865-69.
TOWNSHIP

COMMITTEE.

Enoch Middleton, 1842.
James B. Coleman,1842,1843.
Enoch Knowles, 1842.
John H. Rulon, 1842,1844,
1846-47,
1849.
W. Redman, 1842,1851-54.
Civil List.
Samuel Chambers,1843-47,1849.
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
George H. Steward, 1843.
Samuel Jacques, 1842.
Clarkson Hutchinson, 1856-58.
Henry Tusker, 1843.
Joseph
Joshua Wright, 1842.
S. Mount, 1859-62.
John West, 1853-44.
Robert C. Hutchinson, 1843-45, R. Rowland Hill, 1859-61.
James Anderson, 1844-46.
Sylvester
1847-49.
Hutchinson, 1862-65, Lewis' Redford, 1844.
Elijah Mount, 1843-50.
1880-81.
Marvel Shove,1845.
Josiah Buzby, 1846,1866-67.
Tilton Rogers, 1863-65.
Alfred Mitchell, 1845-48.
Georgo Howell, 1866-68.
Joseph Walen, 1850-51.
Israel J. Woodward, 1845-47.
Lewis R. Wilkerson, 1869-71.
Robert L. Hutchinson, 1851-54.
Peter Decow,1847.
David S. Hutchinson, 1872-75.
Jeremiah Lelor, T852-54,1858.
William Tindall, *1848.
James ,G. West, 1855.
C. F. Forman, 1876-79.
Nathan Robbins, 1848,1850-53.
George W. Norton, 1855-57.
Asher S. Cubberley, 1848.
TOWNSHIP CLERKS.
George S. Cook, 1S48,1849.
William H. West, 1862-66.
Charles Borden, 1842-43.
John F. R. Combs,1349.
1849A. Cubberley, 1867-68.
James B. Coleman, 1844-47,
Samuel Hughes, 1849.
Joseph H. Hill, 1869.
Major Voorhees,1850,1855.
54.
JoBeph Walen, 1848.
Witliam C. Vannest, 1870-74.
Jeremiah Lalor, 1850.
Sylvester Hutchinson, 1855.
Joseph Ii. West, 1875-77.
Caleb Coleman,1850-54,1856.
Charles H. Hughes, 1857-60,1866. Henry N. Bulk, 1878-80.
Daniel Ivens, 1850.
Elijah C. Hutchinson, 1881.
Joseph Hendrickson, 1851.
G. O. Barber, 1861.
George A. Hutchinson, 1851-64,
ASSESSORS.
GeorgeH. Steward,1842,1845-46. George W. Norton, 1861-63.
1856-58,1861-62,1867,1873-74.
George W. Borden, 1843-44.
Thomas F. Dye, .1852-54,1856.
Charles H. Hughes, 1864-66.
Joseph S. Mount, 1867-70.
Titton Rogers, 1854.
Robert L. Hutchinson, 1847-49.
Josiah Buzby, 1855.
Amos H. Lee, 1850.
Samuel C. Appleton, 1871.
George Anderson, 1855-66.
Tilton Rogers, 1851-52.
Abraham G. Staats,1872.
David C. Rulon, 1855.
William H. Wynkoop, 1853-55.
Thomas Cubberley, 1873-76.
Charles H. Hughes, 1855.
H. A. Anderson, 1856-57.
Thomas F. Applegate, 1877-tV
Joseph H. WeBt, 1880-81.
William S. Titus, 1856.
John H. Coleman,1858-60.
Abel Taylor, 1857-58.
1 Barber and Howe's Collections,1844.

George S. Cubberley, 1857-60,1866
-68, 1872.
Joseph Whitehead, 1857-58.
John Hammell, 1857-58.
Charles H. Hutchinson, 1859-62.
Eden Rogers, 1859-60,1862-65.
William Coleman, 1859-60,1866.
John L. Hammond, 1859-61.
Samuel Vandergrift, 1861-67,187071.
Edward P. Tindall, 1861,1863-65,
1867-69.
David Lee, 1862-66,1871-72,1874.
Clark T. Forman, 1863.
T. W. Robling, 1864-66.
Samuel Allison, 1867-68.
Samuel Applegate, 1868-69.
Samuel N. West, 1868-70.
John S. West, 1869-71.
John H. Clark 1869-70.
Charles A. Ashton, 1870-71.
Joseph H. Hill, 1871-72.
Joseph S. Middletou, 1872-73.
Levi Mather, 1872-74.
Matthew Decow, 1873,1875.
George C. Dye, 1873.
ThomasF. Applegate,1874-76,1880,
1881.
Redway Robbins, 1875-77.
Benjamin Goldy, 1875-76.
Edward Eversham, 1875-77.
Amos H. Cole, 1876-78.
Charles Blake, 1877-79.
Timothy Scoby,1877-78.
Samuel M. Smith, 1878-80.
Samuel H. Labow, 1878-80.
M. Bobbins, 1881.
Edward Cubberley, 1881.
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Edward R. Shoebrick, 1857.
Joel Taylor, 1845.
S. Reed, 1857.
James B. Coleman,1845,1850,1855, Edward P. Tindall, 1858.
869.
Asher S. Cubberley,1859,1864,1
1856,1861,1866.
William C. Sinclair, 1845.
William Hammell, 1859-60,1865,
Marvil Shove, 1850.
1870,1875.
John H. Rulon, 1850.
Clark T. Forman, 1860.
Daniel Wainwright, 1850,1857-58, Edward P. Good, 1866-67, 1872,
1874.
1877.
Joseph Wain, 1855,1863.
William H. Rusling, 1867.
George W. Cubberley,1855.
George R. Borden, 1868,1873.
Joel Middleton, 1855.
Z. Wood, 1871.
William L. Titus, 1855.
D. C. Rulon, 1873.
Robert L. Hutchinson, 1856.
J. Buzby, 1878.
SCHOOL COMMITTEE.

I. J.

Henry Tucker, 1844.
John H. Corrier, 1844.
Able R. Taylor, 1845-46.
John C. Cubberley,1845-46.

Woodward, 1842-43.
William U. Ellis, 1842.
Peter Decow,1842-15.
John West, 1843,1846.
SUPERINTENDENTS

OF SCHOOLS.

I. J. Woodward, 1847.
[ Edward Shoebrick, 1861.
Marvel Shove, 1848-51.
H. A. Anderson, 1862-64.
William H. West, 1852-53,1857-60. Robert S. ManniDg, 1865-67.
Samuel T. Duffell, 1855-56.

Roads. —The roads at first were nothing more than
paths through

the woods marked out by common
consent, and in various directions so as to come as
near as possible to each house. The road running
east and west through Hamilton Square was one of
these crooked paths leading from Trenton to Allentown (Monmouth County), or in that direction, and
was probably used as early as 1725.
The road through

Hamilton Square is the original road, but on leaving
that village at each end it veered to the southeast of
Hamilton Square, passed to the south of R. F. West's
shop, and continued in that direction until near
George S. Cubberley's, when it veered to the north,
entering Newtown where the present road is. West
of the village it passed south of Hooper's and Pryor's,
and south of John S. West's, when it deviated to
Mercerville, and continued to Trenton in a crooked
manner on the line of the present Hamilton Avenue.
This was the only road to Trenton from this part of
the township until about 1808, when the present
straight road was surveyed, four rods wide, and fork
ing to the west of Mercerville, making two roads lead
ing into Trenton, which are known as the " Mill

" Millhill" roads.
Villages and Hamlets.— Hamilton Square.—

ham" and

Among the early settlers at Hamilton Square and its
vicinity were the Scholeys, the Apple-

immediate

tons, the Cubberleys, the Hutchinsons, the Eldredges,
and others. The families of Wilgus, Hughes, Nelson,
Butcher, Taylor, Hill, Chambers, and Reed were resi
dents there in the last century, and many of their de
scendants are to be found there. This village is in
the eastern part of the township north of the centre,
In 1750 there
on the road from Trenton easterly.
were probably not more than three or four farm
houses on its site.
there

during late

Among the oldest houses standing
years

may

be mentioned

some

buildings on the farm of C. L. Rogers, on a beam in
one of which is the date 1764, the year in which it is
supposed to have been erected ; the old Nelson house
torn down a few years ago by Jacob Snediker ; the
old Ivens' house, removed still earlier ; the house
on the southeast corner of Main and Mercer Streets ;

and the Wainwright farm-house.
The Nelson house
is probably the oldest house in the village.
The
house on the southeast corner of Main aud Mercer
Streets was built about 1766.

The Sinclair house is
also an old one.
The Wainwright farm-house, out
of the village, was built by the Scholeys, and took
the place of a log house on the same spot.

At the time of the Revolution the settlement
probably consisted of six or eight houses and a black
smith-shop.
In 1835 there were about twenty dwell

ings, two churches, a tavern, two stores, a chair-fac
and brick-yards.
tory, some cabinet-shops,
The
number of dwellings had increased to about twentyfive in 1848, when there were ninety inhabitants, and
to thirty-nine in 1851.
In 1876 there were seventyone dwellings (counting double houses as two each),
and two hundred and ninety-seven inhabitants.
In

1882 the number of domiciles is seventy-three, and
the population is three hundred and twenty-five.
It is deemed probable that a tavern of some sort
was kept in the place during the Revolution, but
there is no reasonable tradition to that effect.
The
present public-house was built by William Nutt
about 1790, but was not occupied as such until about

A descendant of Nutt's states that when the
1805.
latter sold the house he bound his successor to enter
tain all preachers who might hold meetings in the

village free of expense if they chose to avail them
selves of his hospitality.
About 1800 an inn was
kept in the old Nelson house, on the northeast
corner
of Main and Mercer Streets. Among those who have
done the honors of these hostelries since 1800 have .
been Samuel Gordon, William Napton, William
Nutt, David Gordon, Benjamin South, Isaac Barber,
Sylvanus Hutchinson, Thomas Butcher, Sr.,

Hannah
Jackson, William Butcher, Thomas Butcher, Jr.
(1828), William Ogborn, Aaron Eldredge, William
Ginglen, David Ginglen, George Nauness, John An
derson, 1848; Joseph .West, 1849; F. M. Hall, 1852;
Mary Hall, 1854; Elijah Hughes, 1856; Israel Pear
son, 1866 ; R. W. Taylor, 1868 ; William Hall, 1870.
Christopher Harrer kept a store in
the place as
early as 1800, and for many years thereafter, at first

in the old house mentioned as having been demol
ished by Jacob Snediker, afterwards in various places
about the village.
The next merchant was John R.
Combs, about 1832, in the old house at the corner
where the White Horse road enters the village.
The
next was Simeon Reed, first in a building
where
Hooper's store now

later on the southeast corner

of Main and Mercer Streets until 1849. In 1834
Marmaduke
Earle kept
store on the corner of
Main Street and the White Horse road, and for
some
a

OF THE PEACE.

is,

JUSTICES

I. J. Woodward, 1845.

801

HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

802

In 1849
years there were two stores in the village.
Amos Lee had a store on the southeast corner of
Main and Mercer Streets.
In 1850, G. W. Norton built the store on the cor
ner east of the hotel, and traded there some time.
He was succeeded by James Lee, and Lee by Lee &

on the mutual plan, and its benefits are confined to
the members of the order of Patrons of Husbandry.

The officers are John Hammell, president;

John C.
Cubberley, treasurer ; and Theodore Cubberley, secre
tary.
This village contains three churches, a school-

succeeded this firm.
In 1855, H. J. Smith bought this store and kept it
till 1864, enlarging it considerably during his time
of possession.

house, two general stores, a tailoring establishment,
rubber-works,1
an undertaking establish
an extensive
a wheelwright-shop, a
ment, two blacksmith-shops,
hotel, and several small enterprises of different

Under the firm-name of Reed & Cubberley, S. R.
Reed and Azariah Cubberley kept the store just men
tioned from 1864 to 1866, when they were succeeded
hy Smith & Reed, the new member of the firm having

kinds.

Brock.

Charles

H.

Hughes

I. Smith. In 1868 this firm built the brick
store on the southwest corner of Main and Mercer
Streets. In 1873, S. R. Reed retired from the firm
and engaged in the clothing trade in company with

been H.

James Smyth, under the firm-name of Reed & Smyth.
The mercantile business was continued by H. I. Smith
until he was succeeded by C. Smith, whose successor
Alfred Cubberley erected a store
is Alfred Fagans.
in 1879, and has since occupied it.

Moses A. Hooper opened a store about 1854, and
did a gradually increasing business until his death a
few years ago, latterly in partnership with his son
Alfred, under the firm-name of Hooper & Son. Alfred
Hooper is now proprietor of the establishment.

A

tobacco and ice cream store was established in
in the old store east of the hotel by J. T. Reed,
which closed in 1872. The store was reopened in
1869

1877 by John E. Cubberley, who was succeeded by
Samuel M. Robbins in 1879.
Blacksmithing was done here during the Revolu
tion and long afterward by David Cubberley, Sr.
Jesse Hutchinson, James Danser, Samuel Danser,

Theodore Hill, Israel Taylor, Isaiah Silvers, John
Hutchinson, David Cubberley, Jr., Maj. Hooper,
Charles D. Cubberley, William H. Forman, John

Lewis, Thomas Wood, and Charles McCabe have
Elijah Ridgway,
been the village Vulcans since.

Jonathan Appleton, William I. Robbins, John Hutch
inson, George Middleton, John Anderson, Cornelius
Voorhies, John Scudder, William Walton, A. A.
Campbell, and R. F. West have been wheelwrights
in the village since 1812. The village Crispins since
1846 have been William Hughes, William Nelson,
Joseph Hughes, Aaron Prevo, and D. C. Wilgus.
The post-office was established some time between
1840 and 1850.
The following, and perhaps others,
have served as postmasters : William Tindall, Simeon
Reed, Rev. Searing Stites, James Lee, M. A. Hooper,
1854-61 ; Howard I. Smith, 1861-72 ; William C. Van
nest, 1872-79 ; and E. R. Good, since 1879.
Unsuccessful

attempts to establish

bakeries were

made by Rev. Searing Stites about 1852, William H.
Nelson in 1861, and William H. Cubberley in 1870.
The Patrons' Fire Insurance Company was organ
ized at Hamilton Square in 1881.
It is conducted

Yardville,

Creek, near its junction
Creek, on the southern border of the
township, is a station on the Amboy Division of the
Pennsylvania Railroad, and, though comparatively
on Doctor's

with Crosswicks

small, has long been a place of some local importance.
It was formerly known as Sandville, and received its
present name from John Yard, the first postmaster

in 1858 by Robert C.
Clark Hutchinson, the present post
master, was commissioned in 1859.
The first hotel was opened many years ago by
John Nelson, as is supposed. After occupying it
four years, Nelson rented the building to John Longstreet. In 1833, John Ginglen bought the house, and

there,

who

was succeeded

Hutchinson.

in

1848 sold it to Moses Johnson, who has since kept
it. A few years ago there were two hotels, the second
that of E. King, at the station.

the merchants of Yardville
have been
& Hutchinson, C. & S. Hutchinson, and S.
Hutchinson. A lumber-yard
was established by
Clark Hutchinson a few years ago, and a coal-yard
by Amos H. Cole in 1877.
A business in pressing and dealing in hay was
begun about 1857 by Joshua Taylor, who, after a few
years, sold out to Jacob Hornord, who, probably
Among

Hill

twenty

years later,

John Kiffcart.

sold to the present

proprietor,

The first blacksmith to open a shop here was John
Taylor, about 1825. Some time before 1845 he sold
out to Stephen

West, who continued the business
about five years, when he was succeeded by John
Furman, whose successor was H. Tantum.
The
present blacksmith, John Hart, succeeded Tantum

in
in

1878.

George

1860, and

McCabe built a blacksmith -shop
occupied it some years, after which it

closed until reopened by John
Mitchell in 1881.
George W. Middleton opened the first wheelwrightshop in 1831. In 1835 he sold out to George H. Stew
was for some time

In 1845, Steward gave place to Lewis Thorne,
who died in 1850.
The shop was unoccupied until
1880, when it was purchased by Amos H. Cole.
ard.

The elder Robert C. Hutchinson at one time car
ried on quite an extensive trade here in wood and
lime, buying wood, and shipping it by sloops from
1 For sketch of this and other manufactures, see industrial
history of
the township.

HAMILTON TOWNSHIP.

business

enterprises,

and ample

hotel accommoda

The population is about two hundred.
North Crosswicks. — Crosswicks is a village on
the creek of the same name, partially in Burlington
County.
It was the scene of the labors of Brainerd
among the aborigines, and of a short and sharp en
counter between the patriots and the British during
the Revolutionary war, both of which events are else
where referred to. That portion of the village lying
within the township of Hamilton was early known as
Woodwardsville, in honor of Samuel Woodward, who
there. Its later appellation is
was once prominent
given
from
in contradistinction
North Crosswicks,
South Crosswicks, on the opposite side of the creek.
The nucleus around which North Crosswicks grew
up was the old grist-mill, which stood there from far
back in the last century until some time during the
Revolution, and its successor built after peace was

tions.

established.

A

it,

to Benjamin

remained

South, who enlarged the building and
there about forty years. In 1830 he was

succeeded by James Hollinshead, who was sheriff of
Burlington County before the erection of Mercer, and

Joel Clow, at Mount Holly, for the murder of
Mrs. Hamilton, of Bordentown, about fifty years ago.
The successor of Hollinshead as " mine host" of
the White Horse was James Risdon.
He was followed
in turn by George Vannest, S. King, Patrick McCann,
John Taylor, William King, J. H. Hendrickson, and
the present landlord, Thomas J. Parent, in 1878.
The pioneer blacksmith was John Satterly, the
tavern-keeper above mentioned. A man named Dunn
Joseph Scott was the
had
shop as early as 1820.
hung

about 1820.
Alfred Nutt now
wheelwright,
combines the trades of blacksmith and wheelwright.
Fifty years ago or more there was a store at White

first

Horse, kept a few years by James Risdon.
Extonville. — The old establishment which was
woolen- and cotton-mill,
grist-mill,
successively
a

Yardville contains
store, a saw-mill, a
grist-mill, a Presbyterian Church, and thirty-four
dwellings.
It has the usual variety of shops and

a

a general

a

at Yardville, and were conveyed thence to the State
capital by stage.

torical white horse, Satterly gave the name "White
Horse" to the house,
procuring a sign on which was
painted the representation of a white horse, which,
or one similar to
has been conspicuously before the
tavern since.
Satterly kept the house many years, and finally sold

and
carpet-warp manufactory was the centre of the
growth which resulted in Extonville, which contains
a

Creek to Philadelphia,
on Crosswicks
he purchased limestone, which he burned,
selling the lime throughout the surrounding country.
When the Camden and Amboy Railroad was first
put in operation, passengers for Trenton left the cars

it

navigation

where
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eight dwellings

all told.
William Gibson opened

store here,
but abandoned the enterprise as unprofitable in two
or three years. There was once
blacksmith whose

in 1842, which has
Potts opened a blacksmith-shop
since been in the possession of H. Chaffee and the
present proprietor, John Hampton.
In 1852 a wheel

name was Brown.
this place was known as

was established by Alexander Wood,
wright-shop
He was succeeded by Albert Hendrickson. The pres
ent wheelwright is Morgan Perrine.

its location at the intersection of five roads in the
north part of the township.
This fact also at one
" Five Roads," a
time led some one to call the place

Frazer & Johnston bad a store in North Crosswicks
from 1860 to 1862.
There has been no store since.
North Crosswicks contains a grist-mill, a saw-mill,

name which never was popularized.
The latest name
Mercerville, which
for the place
will probably
bear in time by common consent, but the old name
Sandtown, given in description of the soil there

Satterly kept an inn there during and prob
prior
to the Revolution, and from the fact that
ably
Washington one day passed by mounted on his his-

John

52

a

many years
on account of

is

it

Corners,"

a

;

a

it

abouts, will doubtless cling to
many years to come.
This hamlet contains
grocery-store, kept by Mrs.
James Van Camp
hotel, kept by Lewis Anderson,
by Spafford Sutton, of Trenton
the
of Peter P. Anderson, the wagonblacksmith-shop
shop of David H. Anderson, a school-house, and twelve
dwellings.
;

and owned

Groveville. — Settlements

a

were made at
com
early date south of Doctor's Creek, about
half
mile from the central portion of Yardville.
now known as Groveville.
This place
In 1821
small woolen- and grist-mill, a saw
there were here
paratively

store, all the property of John Longstreet,
and fifteen dwellings.
At the date mentioned George
Green and
Churchill Houston purchased of Longstreet all of
this hamlet except two or three houses, and built

mill, and

S.

known.

" the

a

It contains
elevation overlooking Crosswicks Creek.
only four dwellings and a public-house, to which was
long 'ago given the name by which the locality is

(Sandtown). — For

is

man and Edgar Brick), a hotel, a carriage-shop, a
a saloon, and
a blacksmith-shop,
wheelwright-shop,
about one hundred and seventy-five dwellings.
White Horse. — White Horse is a cross-roads set
tlement in the southern part of the township, on the

Mercerville

a

can Methodist Episcopal Church, a post-office (Mrs.
English, postmistress), two stores (kept by J. J. Wool-

1837,

a

a
a turning-mill, a blacksmith-shop,
wheelwright-shop, and about thirty dwellings. South
Crosswicks contains two Quaker Churches, an Episco
pal Church, a Methodist Episcopal Church, an Afri

a plaster-mill,

About

a

tannery was established by Samuel Fowler about
It subsequently passed into other hands, and
1800.
William
was abandoned about twenty years ago.
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new manufacturing establishments elsewhere referred
to, and the place entered upon an era of growth.
The hotel here has been kept open most of the time
for many years. The present occupant is Mrs. Eliza
beth Allen.

In 1847 the
Buzby became the proprietor in 1845.
old mill was torn down, and the present mill was
erected near where the old one had stood. A saw
mill which stood for many years beside the old grist
mill was removed in 1855 to make room for the pres

There are two stores in the village, which were for
merly kept by the successive proprietors of the mills.
The merchants at this time are E. A. Beaumont aud

ent saw-mill then built, under the same roof with the
saw-mill, where an extensive business is done in the
manufacture of chair-parts,
pumps, oat-forks, and
rakes. Near his grist-mill and saw-mill Mr. Buzby

was William Chitty, who
opened his shop about 1845.
He had several succes
sors, the last of whom was John Gamble, who, in com
augers
pany with William Gamble, manufactured

has a mill for grinding plaster, which is imported
from Nova Scotia, and after its preparation for mar
ket shipped to Philadelphia.

about two years.

man named Britton

Groveville consists of two stores, a hotel, a schoolhouse, a warp-factory, a Methodist Episcopal Church,
and sixty dwellings, a good share of the population

above), which had several owners, the last of whom
was R. C. Hutchinson, who tore it down in 1869,
building his present mill on the same site. In 1866,

on the manufactory

mentioned

for em

Educational. — The history of the public schools of
Hamilton does not differ materially from that of
other townships in New Jersey similarly circum
stanced. The early schools were select schools, kept
in log houses. These were followed by pay schools,
very little different in organization or operation, in
which were no great improvement

on the first

ones.

The public school law of the State brought about a
systematization of the educational facilities of the
township, and school districts were formed, and one
after another better school-houses were built. There
are now nine school districts, known as Wash
ington District, No. 26 ; Mercerville District, No.

Hamilton Square District, No. 28 ; Edge Brook
District, No. 29 ; Groveville District, No. 30 ; Yard
ville District, No. 31 ; White Horse District, No. 32 ;
Friendship District, No. 33 ; and Farmingdale Dis
trict, No. 35.
In 1880 the school statistics of Hamilton were as

27 ;

was

erected early, as is supposed, by Samuel Hutchinson,
and came into the possession of the present proprietor
about 1865.
It was burned in 1880, and rebuilt in
1881.

The Coleman grist-mill, on Miry Run, was built in
1824 by Gunner

Coleman, who owned and operated
many years. Afterwards it had quite a number of
proprietors at different times until 1876, when it was
purchased by Elijah C. Hutchinson, who renovated

it

and improved
a thirty horse-power
substituting
engine for its former water-power, increasing its grind

ing capacity to thirty-five thousand five hundred
bushels of grain per annum, and introducing what
process"
known as the " patent
with much success.
At Groveville were early established
saw- and
grist-mill, and
small woolen-mill.
These, with
other property there, passed into the hands of George
Green and Churchill Houston in 1821.
Green
Houston tore down the woolen-mill about 1829, and
on its site built mill three stories high and one hun
a

&

it

it

the same time.
At an early date brick were made quite extensively
about Hamilton Square.

was an early flouring-mill at Extonville,
1840 was purchased by William Richardson

Brother, who converted

mill, and operated

into

as such

cotton- and woolenabout 1860.
About

a

There

which in

it

till

passed into the hands of
1865
named Cheatham, who remodeled

it a

Industrial History.— Mills and other Enter
prises. — The first Crosswicks grist-mill was built
probably in the early part of the last century, and
was destroyed by fire some time during the Revolu
tion. It was rebuilt by one Britton about 1779. After
some years Britton sold out to one Danser, from whom
the property was sold by the sheriff of Burlington
County to Joshua Wright, of Trenton, who was suc
ceeded in its ownership by Samuel Woodward.
Josiah

dred and twenty feet long for the manufacture of sat
inets. It contained fifty power-looms, and gave em
ployment to fifty hands.
Iu March, 1837,
was sold
to James Houghton, and a few months later
was
destroyed by fire, the saw- and grist-mill
burning at

it

mated number who attended no school, 248 ; number
of teachers employed, three males, seven females;
average monthly
salary, males, $36.60,
females,

a

the State fund,
all sources for

it

from

; total amount received from

school purposes, $3025.27 ; value of school property,
$9650 ; number Of children of the school age, 817 ;
number enrolled in the school registers, 540; esti
mated number who attended private schools, 57 ; esti

$29.77.

and is now the property of D. C. Hutchinson.
Joseph B. Reed's grist-mill, on Miry Run,

S.

Amount of appropriation
$2950.27

Creek, near its mouth, and about midway
between Yardville and White Horse, was built prior
to 1800. It has had several owners, one after another,

a

follows :

on Back

&

houses

Mr. Hutchinson built a saw-mill near the grist-mill,
which he rebuilt in 1869.
The old Lowrey mill (later the Hutchinson mills),

is

depending
ployment.

was an early grist-mill owned by a
(perhaps the same mentioned

At Yardville

it,

Randolph Rider.
The first blacksmith

Philadelphian

and introduced
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HAMILTON TOWNSHIP.
As a
for the manufacture of carpet-warp.
It
warp-factory its existence was of brief duration.

machinery

has been torn down.
An old tannery, which formerly
White Horse Hotel, on Crosswicks

stood near the

Creek, and was
early owned by John Abbott, is reasonably supposed
John Abbott was
to have been built about 1740.
succeeded by Timothy Abbott, in whose ownership it
went to ruin. In 1830 it came into possession of
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cassimeres and cloths until 1838, when he settled in
Newtown, Pa., and engaged in the same business.
His eldest sons, William and John, who had been
partners in business with him at Hatborough, came

in advance of their father in

1842, and purchased the

property since used by them on the Assanpink, which
was formerly
a fulling-mill, but then a paper-mill.
This they remodeled, put in new machinery for the

R. F. West opened an
establishment in 1873.
About 1850, John Viot began the manufacture of
candy at Hamilton Square, and in a few years re
moved the business to Yardville, where after a time

of woolen goods, and established the
& Sons' Woolen-Mills."
The father
closed out the interests of the firm in Newtown, Pa.,
and joined the sons in 1845, where he continued in
active business till his death in 1852, at the age of
sixty-four years. His wife survived until 1866, and
died at the age of seventy-six years. The other chil
dren are Mary (wife of Nathaniel Johnson), Esther,
Anna (wife of Francis Collins), Richard, James,
Charles, Joseph, and Ann (widow of David J. Mc
Vaugh, of Norristown, Pa.). After the death of the
father three other sons, Richard, James, and Joseph,.
joined the partnership, and the firm was afterward

it

known

John

Cornish, who tore it down.
Thomas Butcher, Sr., the first cabinet-maker at
Hamilton Square, opened a shop there in 1800 or
earlier, and was a cabinet-maker and carpenter until
he became too feeble to continue in active business.
He died in 1853. His grandson, Thomas Butcher,
was a cabinet-maker there some years. A. R. Hutch
inson began business in 1830.
undertaking

was discontinued.

The manufacture of chairs was carried on at Ham
ilton Square by John Appleton sixty years. His son,
John Appleton,
business.

succeeded him, and continues

A harness-factory

in

1875 by

the

was started at Hamilton Square

John

C. Bennett, who removed from the
Later the business was carried on by

place in 1876.

A. Madden,
Vaughn.

who now

leases

the shop

to Samuel

In

different parts of the township other smaller
enterprises have from time to time been started by
different persons with various degrees of success.

Whitehead

Brothers'

Rubber-Mills. — In

Hamilton, two miles and a half from Trenton, is
located the factory of Whitehead Brothers.
Here
John Whitehead & Sons began the manufacture of
woolen goods in 1842.
The business was continued
till 1865 or 1866. In 1869 the Messrs. Whitehead con
verted the then idle mills into a factory for the manu
facture of rubber goods, which was at once put in
operation, and has since done a large and increasing

The firm of John Whitehead & Sons has
been succeeded by that of Whitehead Brothers, sons
of John Whitehead.
About forty -five hands find em
ployment at this establishment, and a great variety of
and shipped to all
rubber goods is manufactured
parts of the United States and Canada.
William Whitehead, manufacturer of rubber
goods, on the Assanpink River, in Hamilton town
ship, near Trenton, N. J., was born in Yorkshire,
England, Oct. 10, 1810. Both his father and grand
father were manufacturers of woolen fabrics there,
business.

His
and the latter died where he had spent his life.
father, John Whitehead, and mother, Anna, left their
native country in 1817, came to America, and settled
Co., Pa., where the
at Hatborough, Montgomery
father established and carried on the manufacture of

manufacture

"Whitehead

by the name it still retains in 1882 as White
head Brothers.
John died in 1860, and Joseph with
from
drew
the business in 1879.
The Whitehead
Brothers continued the manufacture of woolen fabrics
at Assanpink until 1865, when in 1870, after remodel
ing their mills and putting in proper machinery, they
began the manufacture

of rubber goods, such as hose,
packing, car-springs, etc., which they have success
fully carried on since.

William Whitehead has remained the senior mem
ber of the firm since his father's decease, is a careful
business manager, and now, seventy-two years of age,
is the oldest representative of three generations who
have spent their lives as manufacturers. The religious
persuasion

of the Whiteheads is Baptist, and their
political affiliations were formerly with the Whigs,
but after the dissolution of that party with the Re
publicans.
William Whitehead married Ann P.,
daughter of Caleb Valentine, who died in 1859, aged
forty -five years, leaving the following children : Clara,
William Henry, Charles, Mary, Anna, Nellie, and
Nathaniel.

The Factory of the Mercer Rubber Com
1866, C. V. Mead, associated with Rev.

pany. — In

R. S. Manning, built the rubber-mill at Hamilton
Square.
C. W. Norton and R. L. Hutchinson went
into the business soon afterward, and the firm bore
the name of C. V. Mead & Co. They did a flourish

ing business, but not enjoying the railroad facilities
they wished they removed to Trenton in 1870.
The mill at Hamilton Square was closed for some '
months, when the Mercer Rubber Company assumed
possession and management, with T. E. McDonald,

Judge Campbell, and Edward Scudder in control.
In 1872, T. E. McDonald retired. In 1873 the east
wing of the factory was built. Edward Scudder
dying suddenly, the business was continued under
charge of Charles W. Sloan.
It is now conducted by
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John

with A. S.

of worship was built, north of the road, at a cost of
about fifjeen thousand dollars.
The corner-stone of

The Mercer Rubber Company of Trenton is offi
cered as follows : Charles Sloan, president ; J. E.
The capital of the
Olaney, secretary and treasurer.

this church was laid by Rev. Henry Perkins, and a
copper box, provided by Rev. R. S. Manning, contain
ing many curious records, was deposited therein. The
boys of the village placed bottles containing various

Charles

W. Sloan

Phillips

as book-keeper.

and

Clancy,

During
company is seventy-five thousand dollars.
the past three years its average sales have amounted
The number of
to three hundred thousand dollars.
hands employed is sixty-five.
Belting, packing, hose,
and mechanical rubber goods are manufactured.
The Clarence Cotton-Mills.— The satinet-mill
of James Houghton, at Groveville, a few years after
its purchase by him in 1837, passed into the hands of
James Woodward, of Philadelphia, and another capi
talist, who carried on quite an extensiye manufacturing
business for some years.

This firm was succeeded by
partner, and he by James Woodward,
from whom the enterprise descended to James E.
Woodward & Son, the present proprietors.

Woodward's

For history of Trenton Marble Works see " Indus
tries of Trenton."
The Navigation of Crosswicks Creek. — On
account of its peculiar formation, to the high piece of

ground below Yardville, on the left of the road and
between Doctor's and Crosswicks Creeks, was early
given the name of " Hog-back."

The traffic up Crosswicks Creek to Hog-back was

large*

for many years, the wharves there and at the
landing below the railroad bridge being crowded with
vessels, which brought lime and fertilizers from Phil
adelphia and elsewhere. The boats were poled up
the creek from Bordentown.
Navigation of this creek has ceased and the wharves
have long since gone to ruin. The bridge over the
stream below White Horse is yet called the draw
bridge, although the draw has long been done away
with. A bridge with a " draw" in it was built there
In this century that conven
before the Revolution.
ience was removed, and all sail vessels which have
since passed up the creek have been such as were
provided with a " struck" mast.

The Presbyterian Church of Hamilton Square.
first house of worship of this society was built
before the Revolutionary war. The second building,
which was torn down in 1867, had a tablet in the front
wall which bore the inscription : " Built in 1776. Re
built in 1837." The first building stood in that part
of the churchyard which lies to the east of the line
between the land of Simon Reed and the lower part
of the present graveyard. It was painted yellow, and
" Old
as it began to grow old was designated as the
Meeting-House."
yellow
In
Yellow
1837 the old
church was removed to give place to a brick building
then erected west of the old site, and on land deeded
to the church by the late William C. Sinclair. The
lower part of the graveyard has been added to at dif
ferent times by the late John Clarke.
The brick
church was considerably improved in 1862, but in
1867 it was torn down and the present beautiful house

—The

things

in the walls at different times during their
The first bell ever hung in the village was
swung in the steeple in 1868.
Nov. 2, 1877, a tornado swept over the village.
It
was of only brief duration, but did much damage.
The spire of the Presbyterian Church, one hundred
and twenty feet high, was torn from its trusses and
hurled to the ground. It fell in the garden of Jere
miah Reed, adjoining the church lot, and was literally
dashed to pieces. The belfry struck the ground and
fell back against the building, and the bell, though
it had fallen from such a height and weighed one
erection.

thousand
injured.1

and ten pounds, rolled out at the top un
Three of the large windows of the church

were blown in by the wind.
Many headstones in the
churchyard were blown over, and one was broken off
at the base.
The steeple was replaced by a smaller
one in the fall of 1881.
The first pastor of this church

was Rev.

George

Faitout, who was called in 1779 and gave one-third
of his time to this society for about two years. The
second pastor was Rev. Joseph Clark, who was called
in 1784, and who tradition says had been a chaplain
in the American army during the Revolution, and at
one time an aide to Gen. Washington. Jonathan,
Thomas, John, Amos, and Isaac Hutchinson, Job
Richardson, William Wilgus, Robert Phares, William
Mount, David Cubberley, and David Chambers were
prominent in securing his services.
In 1820, Rev. John Cornell, of the Dutch Reformed
Upon his retirement the
Church, became pastor.
Presbytery supplied the pulpit for some months,
Revs. Miller, Alexander, Woodhull, Comfort, and
and perhaps

Howe,

others, officiating

at different

times.
Rev. Henry Perkins was called in
dained and installed December 20th
He preached at Hamilton Square and
alternately.
At that time the elders
churches
Robert

were

David

Vanderbeck,

1820,

and or

of that year.
at AUentown

of these two
Jacob Fisher,

Cubberley,
Cornelius Vanderbeck,

James

Hutchinson, Theophilus Furman,
and Ebenezer Smith. In 1827 the
among the active members of this
James Hughes, Chris
Cubberley,
topher Vannest, Matthias Mount, Capt. Amos Hutch
inson, and Joseph Appleton.
Amos
David W. Rue,
following were
church: David
Hughes,

Rev.
church,
1840.

George

Ely

assumed the pastorate

of this
with that at Dutch Neck, in
he asked for a release on account of

in connection

In

1856

1 Only a Bhort time before,the sexton, J. T.
Reed, had been in the
belfry tolling the bell for a funeral. Other buildings were damaged.
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certain afflictions which were sorely troubling him,
and a call was extended to Rev. R. S. Manning, who
was in charge until 1868, when he resigned and was
succeeded by Rev. I. V. W. Schenck, whose pastor
ate was a successful one, and continued until the
winter of 1879-80. In 1875 or 1876, William Tin
dall, of Newtown, deeded a lot to this church, upon
which, chiefly as the results of the efforts of Rev. Mr.
Schenck, a chapel was built in 1877.
The present pastor, Rev. William Luke Cunning
ham, a graduate of Princeton, was called in the spring
of 1880, and preached his first sermon to his congre
gation June 13th following.
In 1844, the present parsonage was erected. The
church was broken into and robbed in March, 1871,
of its best carpets, its pulpit Bible, the Sunday-school

library, and other articles.

The thief was caught

months later, and the stolen property was re
turned.
The elders in 1882 were John C. Cubberly,
David Lee, John S. La Baw, George R. Cook, John
some

E. Gordon, William H. Hughes, and William
Sharp.
Elisha Hughes was a deacon.
The Baptist

Church of Hamilton

H.

Square. —

There were probably notmany Baptists in the township
in the last quarter of the last century, but there were a
few, and they are said to have made up in zeal what
One of the most zealous was
they lacked in numbers.
Abram Eldridge, who seems to have been ably sec
onded by his wife, and by William Nutt and others.
It was Abraham Eldridge who gave to such a Bap
tist Society as then existed at the Square a lot on
which a church was built in 1785.
The church must
have languished, for in 1788, Eldridge and his wife
and Nutt deeded the property to the Baptist Church
of Hightstown, for seventeen pounds eight shillings,
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April 25, 1812, the church was regularly consti
tuted with thirty-one members, mostly formerly of the
Hightstown Church. There were present at its recog
nition Revs. Peter Wilson, William Boswell, and
John Boggs. The first deacons were Daniel Hutch
The
inson, John Flock, and William Appleton.
first

trustees

were William

John Tindall, William

S.

Tindall,
Cubberley,

John James,
and Ashur

Quigley.
Dec. 29, 1812, the property, which had been held in
trust by the trustees of the Hightstown Church, was
deeded to the trustees of this church.
The first pastor, Rev. Peter Wilson, divided his

time between this and the mother church at Hights
Rev. William Bos
town, and resigned about 1816.
well was the second pastor, and preached alternately at
Hamilton Square and South Trenton until 1820, when
he resigned and discontinued
preaching, holding
principles which, it is said, were in some respects at
variance with the Baptist faith.
Rev. Johu Seger
became pastor in 1820, preaching half of the time
The
at Hightstown, and continued until about 1832.
church was without a pastor until some time in 1835,
when Rev. William D. Hires came, but remained less
than a year.
In 1837, Rev. Searing Stiles came, and was the first
pastor who gave his undivided labor to this church.
He remained until 1852, his pastorate being long and

Near the end of his pastoral connection
with the church, in 1851, a second church edifice was
built, at a cost of two thousand two hundred dollars.
In 1866 a recess was added, and a baptistery put in.
Rev. William Paulin succeeded to the pastorate in
successful.

is thought, to having it held by a cor
The old church was a frame building
of good size, with a gallery and an old-fashioned

Rev. A. H. Bliss was
1853, and remained until 1859.
pastor 1859-62; Rev. W. E. Watkinson, 1863-70;
and Rev. W. W. Case, from October, 1871, to the fall
of 1881, since which time the church has been with
out a pastor, though a call has, in the present year,

sounding-board.

been extended to Rev.

with a view,
porate body.

it

Among those who preached here early was Rev.
Peter Wilson, who held religious meetings in this
section and at Trenton in 1787, and administered the
rite of baptism by immersion in the Delaware for the
first time, March 4, 1788, and subsequently became
the first regular pastor of the Hamilton Square Church.
The old church was occupied irregularly by different
traveling preachers up to 1812.
The original lot deeded to the church by Abram

Eldridge, whose farm at that time extended to the vil
lage, was about two-thirds of the present land owned
About 1851 a piece of land east
by the society.
of the original lot was bought off the Cubberley tract,
and about 1864 the society bought the lot known as
the Reed property, which is how in the graveyard.

The first of the two additions just mentioned has
Thirtyother than church uses.

been converted to
five years ago the lower part of the graveyard was
quite full of forest-trees, and was locally known as
" meeting-house woods."
the

J. B. Hutchinson, of Hatboro',
Pa.
The pastorate of Rev. W. W. Case was a successful
in both the
one, resulting in much advancement
spiritual and material interests of the church, the
membership of which is now about three hundred
and fifty, though in 1874 fifty members withdrew to
form the church at AUentown (Monmouth County).
A few of the members had long been discussing the
advisability of building a new house of worship, but
had been opposed by others who were in favor of
making the old church serve for some time yet. But
in 1880 the agitation culminated in a resolution to
erect a larger and more substantial edifice, the church

in 1874 received from the late Wilhemina
Hutchinson a large bequest, and later another from
the late Elizabeth Lipes, and having another in pros
pective from the estate of the late William Tindall,
A building committee was appointed,
of Newtown.
and the contract for building the church, according
to certain plans and specifications made by William
having
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Hammell, was left to John H. Martin, of Cranbury
County), who covenanted to complete the
structure by Jan. 1, 1881, for thirteen thousand dol
(Middlesex

lars.

church were Enoch Knowles and wife, Jeremiah Reed,
Sr., Jeremiah Reed, Jr., Ashur S. Cubberley, Elijah
Wall, Charles D. Cubberley, and Simeon Reed. The
first trustees were Enoch Knowles, Charles D. Cub

berley, Joseph Appleton, Jeremiah Reed, Jr., Simon
Elijah Wall, and Ashur S. Cubberley.
Among the early local preachers of the Methodist

The last sermon in the old church was preached by
the pastor June 13, 1880, and its demolition began
the following day. A bottle placed in its walls in

Reed,

Stiles was found, but the arti
were nearly destroyed.
Some printed
matter was in a state of partial preservation, but a
small book containing a writing made by Mr. Stiles
Enough of the writing
was mostly mouldered away.

faith at Hamilton Square were Revs. Enoch Knowles
and William Lutes.
Until 1870 this church was a
preaching station on a circuit, and it has been found
impossible on account of frequent changes to present
a complete list of the ministers who have labored

could be deciphered, however, to show that the book
had contained a list of the members of the church in
1851, and a list of baptisms by the then pastor since

here.

1851 by Rev. Searing

cles, therein

1837.

On a fragment of a leaf were the following

words, plainly legible :
" The oldest person whose funeral

I attended

was

;"
" the number of
Elizabeth Cubberley, aged 98
and
dwellings in Hamilton Square is 39."
The corner-stone of the new church was laid Aug.
10, 1880; by the pastor, assisted by Rev. W. E. Wat
kinson, Rev. William Luke Cunningham, and others.
A copper box, made by P. H. Bennett, was placed in

a receptacle which had been fashioned to receive it.
Its contents consisted of various papers selected by
the pastor, and a copy of a historical address deliv
ered by Joseph H. West at Hamilton Square, July
4, 1876. The contractor failed to complete the church
at the specified time, and early in 1881 the building
committee took it off his hands, and under their di
it was finished, and dedicated Oct. 19, 1881,
by Rev. M. Everts, of Jersey City, assisted by the
pastor and others. Since the 10th of the preceding
July services had been held in the Sunday-school
rection

room, which had been finished for such use, a bell
weighing one thousand five hundred and forty-seven
pounds having been purchased of the Good Will
Fire Company of Trenton and hung in the belfry
June 30th.

The trustees in 1882 were James C. Robbins, David
Hutchinson, Samuel Flock, Enoch South, Ezra
Cubberley, Samuel M. Smith, and Alfred Fagans.
The clerk was R. F. West. The deacons were Wil
liam J. Robbins, James B. Coleman, John S. West,
S.

George

S. Cubberley,

George C. Dye,

and Samuel

Flock.
The Methodist Episcopal Church of Hamilton
Square.— The Methodist
Church at Hamilton Square
was built in 1844, and a box containing records was
placed in one of its walls. The corner-stone was
laid
and the building dedicated by Rev. J. B. Wakely.
The house of worship was considerably enlarged in
1874, when it was rededicated.
There were three
religious services held in it on the day of
rededication,
Rev. T. Hanlon preaching in the morning, Rev. C. H.
Whitecar in the afternoon, and Rev. J. Wilson in the

evening.

Among those prominent

in the organization

of this

The following names of preachers who have served
the church during what may perhaps be termed the
latter half of its history : Revs. J.
Graw, J. L.
Souder, Joseph Atwood, G. H. Neal, E. F. Moore,

J.

Wilson,

J. Hill, J. O'Hara,

J.

Miller, Charles Elder,
1877; Rev. D. M. De Hughes, 1877-79; H. J. Con

over, 1879-81, and the present pastor, Rev. Gideon
Elvin, who came in 1881.
During his pastorate Rev. D. M. De Hughes pub
lished a small but ably conducted monthly paper,
>called

church.

The

Methodist Record, in the interest

Its first issue

of this

dated September, 1878,
and its publication
was continued
until Mr. De
Hughes went to another charge.
was

This church now has a good membership, and its
property is valued at four thousand five hundred dol
lars. It was officered as follows in 1882 : Trustees, C.
D. Cubberley, J. Reed, E. Wall, L. C. Holmes, S. R.
Reed, C. Hammell, E. Lambert, and D. Holman ;
stewards, C. D. Cubberley, E. Wall, D. Holman, S.
R. Reed, E. Lambert,
and

J. Stall.

J. Clark, C.

Hammell, A. Reed,

The Methodist Episcopal Church of Groveville.
— The Methodist Episcopal Church of Groveville was
erected on a lot purchased of Richard Jaques and his
brother for an almost nominal price, and dedicated by
Rev. Charles Pitman in 1836.
Previous to that time meetings had been held in
the school-house by Rev. (better known as "Papa")
McNeil, a circuit preacher.
The following named
were the original members of this church :
John Moore, Joseph Furman, Samuel F. Chambers,

Joel Blakesley,

John Bennett, and Daniel Britton,
and their wives, and John Rulon and Enoch Knowles.
The first officers were as follows :
George S. Green, John Bennett, Joel Blakesley,
John Rulon, and John Furman, trustees ; and John
Rulon, John Chambers, John Bennett, and Daniel
Britton, stewards.

In

of this church were as follows :
James Woodward, Samuel T. Duffield,
John N. Clymer, Thomas Cubberley, Andrew Asay,
Joseph Nelson, and Reed Pearson ; stewards, G. O.
1882 the officers

Trustees,

Amos N. Cole, William H. Burke, Thomas
Cubberley, James Wood, Ambrose Asay, and Samuel
T. Duffield.
The pastor was Rev. Samuel White.
Barber,
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said to have borne the larger part of the ex

pense herself, however.

Her death occurred shortly

after the building was completed, and she left money
in trust for its preservation.
She was an Episcopa
lian, but conveyed the property to the Methodist
Church there, no doubt feeling that as Methodists
were much more numerous in the neighborhood than

of her own sect,
would, in the possession
of this society, be much more likely to be taken care
of than by the scattering Episcopalians
in the
vicinity.
The constituent members of this church were John
Gordon, William Chapman, George H. McCabe, Am
brose Asay, David Williams, David Holman, and
Ralph Pearson, and their wives.
The trustees in 1882 were William Chapman,
Thomas Worthly, Alfred Nutt, William Buckenheizer, and Mahlon Sprague.
This church
on the Groveville charge, the pastor
being Rev. Samuel White.
The Mormons. — In 1842 or 1843 some Mormons
held camp-meetings in the woods in the neighbor
few converts,
hood of Hamilton Square, gaining
some of whom emigrated to Utah.
Rev. David Brainerd at Crosswicks.— Early in
the latter half of the last century, Rev. David Brain
erd, the renowned missionary among the Indians of
New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, preached
to the Indians at Crosswicks, near the creek, and in
that part of the settlement formerly known as Woodwardsville, now North Crosswicks, in Hamilton. His
work here was attended with considerable success.
Burial-Places. —Some few of the early settlers had
private burial-lots
on their own plantations.
One
a

is

it

Christians

;

it

The oldest monument in bearing
dated 1722, and marks the grave of the wife
date
of Robert Pearson. There are many buried there
besides the Pearsons, among whom are the Cubber
leys, Douglasses, Quigleys, and others. The ground
tbe Pearsons.

a

good state of preser
many headstones in
has been supposed by some that this had
been an Indian burying-ground
long before the ad
no good authority for
vent of the whites, but there
However, in digging for graves re
so believing.
cently bones have been found outside of the present
contains
vation.

It

It by some thought that the original
inclosure.
lot was much larger than the present one, which may
account for bones being found beyond the fence now
standing.
The first person ever buried at Hamilton Square
daughter of Amos Hutchinson, named Betsey
was
in the Presbyte
Hutchinson, in 1786. Her grave
rian yard, and an inscription on the monument upon

that she was the first person ever buried in
yard.
The church was built ten years before.
that
The Baptist Church was not built until 1785, and the
lot had not previously been used for burying-place.
bearing date earlier than
There are no stones in
states

1793.

and Hamil
1820 to 1858, Nottingham
townships
had a burial-lot west of Mercerville,
ton
just to the left of the forks of the road, and very many
were buried there. During the cholera in Trenton in
large numbers were brought
1835, or about that time,

From about

There were
few
here from Trenton to be buried.
marble monuments, which were removed by the
friends of the deceased when the lot was sold by the
a

She

is

it,

church owned the land around about
and solicited
subscriptions for the erection of the house of worship.

made there.

field-stones.

it

church built there, but he had at this time been dead
The generous benefactor of this
a hundred years.

The monuments in
were but
There has probably been no interment
made there since 1800.
The Pearson graveyard at the White Horse was set
apart for that purpose probably as early as 1700 by

ment

of Hamilton to Enos Bowne in 1858.
The Methodist churchyard at Groveville contains
many graves of comparatively recent date. Richard
buried
Jaques, the first sheriff of Mercer County,

township

is

dollars, and was dedicated by
Rev. Alfred Cookman.
The second Robert Pearson had desired to have a

after the churches were built at Hamilton Square, and
no one living now ever remembers seeing an inter

is

about one thousand

neers of New Jersey, among whom may be mentioned
This graveyard was very little used
the Rossels.

a

Churches have officiated there.

a

County)

The Methodist Episcopal Church of White
Horse. — A house of worship was erected at White
Horse in 1858 by the Methodists of that vicinity,
greatly assisted by Mary Pearson Hopkinson, who
also donated the land on which it stands. It cost

is

(Monmouth

This latter burial-place had become neglected, and
over fifty years ago
was desecrated by being plowed
have long since disappeared
over, and all traces of
yet beneath that sod lie the bones of many of the pio

it

dol

it

of fifteen hundred

yard, in the Pearson burial-lot at White Horse, and
in a graveyard near Mercerville, on the road to Edinburg, on land now owned by Samuel Hughes.

it

a cost

lars, which was dedicated by Rev. Dr. Theodore L.
Cuyler.
The pastors of the Hamilton Square and AUentown

Previous to 1786 most of the dead in this township
at Crosswicks, in the Friends' church

were buried

is

of worship erected at

Rogers had one of this description on his farm,
on land now owned by Ralph Rogers, of West Wind
sor township.

is

Chapel of Yardville.— There

The Presbyterian

has never been a regularly organized branch of the
Presbyterian Church in this village, but many of the
residents have long been and are deeply interested in
the work of that body.
About 1852 a subscription was raised and a house

John

a

property is fifteen hundred dollars.

it

The value of the church

The membership is sixty.

809

here.

HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

810

Cemetery.— The Greenwood Ceme
incorporated in 1874.
tery Association of Trenton was
Dr. John
president;
Its officers are Adam Exton,
Joseph
treas
McPherson,
vice-president;
Wolverton,
Greenwood

'
Greenwood Ceme
urer ; Stacey B. Fine, secretary.
part of the township,
tery is located in the western
and under the management of the officers of the asso
ciation is being improved and beautified.

Cemetery.— St. Mary's Cemetery is
St. Mary's
under control of St. Mary's Catholic Church of Tren
ton, and is located in Hamilton township a little be
yond the city line.
The first interment there was
made in August, 1876.
Soldiers' Graves.— In the various graveyards of
the township are buried soldiers of the late war. In
some of them repose the bones of soldiers of the war
of 1812-14, and in one or two those of Revolutionary
martyrs.
In the old burial-place at the rear of the
Baptist Church at Hamilton Square is the grave of
prisonF. W. Allen, a victim of the Andersonville
pen. In the same row is the grave of his father,
Thomas Allen, who fought in the last war with Great
Britain. Next to the latter is a mound under which
sleeps John Likes, a soldier of " the days that tried
me,n's souls."
The graves of soldiers are now all
marked with suitable headstones, most of which
were furnished
by the relatives of the deceased.
Decoration Day has been observed regularly since
1878/

Lodges and Societies.— Hamilton Lodge, No.
97, I. O. O. F. — This lodge was instituted at Hamil
ton Square, Sept. 1, 1849, with the following officers:
G. R. Robbins, N. G. ; Israel C. Voorhees, V. G.;
Richard R. Rogers, Sec. ; Elijah Mount, Treas. The
lodge was in a flourishing condition until the out
break of the Rebellion, after which it decreased in
membership, and not much interest was taken in it
until 1870, although meetings were held at stated
In 1870 the
periods, which were slimly attended.
lodge revived, and has steadily increased in num
bers, the present

membership

being

seventy-five.

The officers in March, 1882, were as follows: Charles
Hammell, N. G.; Peter H. Bennett, V. G.; Theodore
Cubberley, Sec. ; R. F. West, Treas.
Hamilton Lodge, I. O. of G. T.— In 1869 the
Order of
above-named lodge of the Independent
Good Templars was organized at Hamilton Square,
and meetings were held in the Odd-Fellows' Hall.
The lodge continued in a prosperous condition until
The charter
1872, when the interest began to abate.
has never been resigned, but no meetings have been
held for some time. In 1874 the Hamilton Temper
ance Alliance was organized, and meetings are held
occasionally

in the churches.

Patrons of Husbandry. — The Hamilton

Grange,
No. 79, was organized at Ham
ilton Square, Aug. 10, 1874, and has a membership of
sixty.
The present officers are William Clarke, Mas
Patrons of Husbandry,

ter; David McGilliard, Overseer

;

David Lee, Chap

lain

; ' Azariah

Cubberley,

Sec. ;

William

Hughes,

Treas.

Physicians. — The first resident physician in Ham
ilton was Dr. Ezekiel Wilson. The next was Dr. Job
Wilson. Neither of the Wilsons remained long. Dr.
McMellen was a resident practitioner for a time
Dr. Frederick Piper came about
many years ago.
1815, and his son, Dr. Tobias Piper, was afterwards
Dr. Applegate came next,
associated with him.
In 1835, Dr. Isaac
and Dr. Silah Gulick about 1830.
Hutchinson began to practice in the township, re
maining about two years. In 1837, Dr. G. R. Rob
bins came, and practiced continuously until his death,
Feb. 22, 1875, except during his congressional terms,
from 1854 to 1858, when Dr. Thomas Belange took
In 1867, Dr. Cloud, a homoehis place and practice.
opathist, practiced in the township a few months. In
came, but in
1868, Dr. Wyckoff, from Hornerstown,
1869 sold his practice to Dr. A. T. Applegate, who
left in , 1870. In the latter year Dr. G. R. Robbins,
Jr., began to practice and continues. Dr. Elmer
All of the phy
Barwis practiced from 1875 to 1879.
sicians above mentioned have resided at Hamilton
Square.
Dr. Robert C. Hutchinson located in Yard
ville in 1879, and Dr. Anton Moke has recently
settled at North Crosswicks.
Francis' Hospital. — St. Francis' Hospital was
St.

by an act of the Legislature of the State
of New Jersey, approved Feb. 12, 1873. It had been
opened in 1871, when the three-story brick building
since in use was erected by the Sisters of the Third
Order of St. Francis. It is valued at forty-six thou
The grounds embrace an area of two
sand dollars.
The hospital is provided with eighty-one beds,
acres.
sixty-two of which were occupied by patients in
March, 1882.
Neither insane persons nor those affected with con

incorporated

tagious diseases are under any circumstances admitted.
Serious accident cases are received without charge, if
brought within twenty-four hours after the reception

of the injury. Such cases, however, as may be able
to defray the expenses of their treatment are required
to do so.
Pay patients, before admission, are required to pay
two weeks' board in advance, and assure its prompt
payment thereafter at the close of each week.
Charity patients are always cheerfully received.
When they are without relations or friends the hos
pital provides for them, and in case of death inters
them decently.

This institution is doing a noble, charitable work,
which highly commends itself to all who wish to be
instrumental in ameliorating human suffering.
Many
of those who are now so carefully cared for would, if
left to the charity of the world, want the comforts so
necessary in case of sickness.
This institution is in charge of the following officers
and medical and surgical staff: Consulting Surgeon,
John Woolverton, M.D. ; Consulting Physician, Cor-
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nelius Shepherd, M.D. ; Surgeons in Charge, Richard
Physicians
R. Rogers, M.D., T. H. Mackenzie, M.D. ;
Cornelius
Shepherd,
Dunham,
Chailes
H.
in Charge,
M.D. ; Secretary of Medical and Surgical Staff, T. H.
Mackenzie, M.D. ; Sr. Servant in Charge, Sister Mary
Hyacintha; Solicitor, James S. Aitkin, Esq.; Phy
sician and Surgeon-in-Chief,

John

Woolverton,

M.D.
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to lead. a business instead of a professional life.
For
a time he served as a clerk in the Bank of England.
In 1820, with only money enough to defray his ex
penses across the ocean, he landed in Boston, and soon
after found his way to Trenton, where he engaged in
the vicinity of the city as a teacher, and during his
earlier years here he engaged in surveying.
He pur
Brothers'
mills are,
chased a farm where Whitehead
which he carried on for a while and then sold, and
about 1830 purchased twelve acres of land lying on

the creek, dug clay from the land, which he burned
a tin-plate iron stove, thus manufacturing fire-brick,
and in one year's time sold enough to complete the
purchase of the farm of sixty-five acres which re

in
DAVID T. HENDRICKSON.
Daniel Hendrickson, of Holland extraction, born
Feb. 14, 1737, married Ann Stewart, born March 28,
1748, and settled about 1778 on the present Hendrick
son homestead, then having only six acres of cleared
land. He was a Revolutionary soldier, and died Sept. 19,
1812 ; his wife, Feb. 4, 1831, leaving children, — David,
Joseph, and Daniel, all of whom married and settled
in New Jersey.
Daniel succeeded to the homestead,
served in the war of 1812, and died Dec. 1, 1863, at
an advanced age.
His wife, Mary, daughter of Jehu
Lippincott, of Crosswicks, Burlington Co., N. J., born
Nov. 9, 1788, bore him nine children — Jehu, born Sept.
25, 1809, died March 9, 1874 ; Achsah L., born July
7, 1812, was first the wife of Daniel Wright, and after
his death of Aaron Satterthwait;
Enoch L., born
Sept. 20, 1815, died Feb. 22, 1862 ; Hannah, born
Dec. 24, 1818, became the wife of Joseph Taylor, and
settled in New York : Henry, born Dec. 17, 1821,
died Feb. 25, 1876; David T., born Feb. 14, 1824;
Daniel, born Sept. 10, 1826, remained unmarried, was
a bricklayer in Philadelphia, and died at the old home
Dec. 9, 1880 ; Mary Ann, born Sept. 10, 1826, became
the wife of Thomas Wright, of Princeton, and after
his death of Stacy Taylor, and resides in 1882 at
Crosswicks ; James, born
23, 1830, settled near
Crosswicks.

Of these children, David T. Hendrickson, subject
of this sketch, married Susan M., daughter of Samuel
and Mary (Tilton) Stewart, of Burlington County.
He succeeded to and owns the original Hendrickson
homestead, which has been in the family over one
hundred years, and is a representative farmer.
The
Hendricksons were formerly members of the old Whig
party, and latterly of the Republican party.
Mr.
Hendrickson has never been solicitous of any public
preferment, but has felt it his duty at times to share
the burdens of local office.
He has the confidence of
his fellow-men and friends, and has been chosen as
the guardian of many valuable legacies in trust.
He
has no children.

EDWARD

DAVIES.

Edward Davies was born at Wexham, Wales, March
He received a college education, and was
prepared for the profession of the law, but concluded
14, 1800.

mained his homestead the balance of his life. This
was the founding in a small way of the fire-brick
Mr. Davies grad
manufacturing interest in Trenton.

ually increased his facilities for making fire-brick,
and afterward established the business where the
Trenton Iron Company's works are, and subsequently
in 1846 he purchased property and established the
Trenton Terra-Cotta Works, which he successfully car
ried on until 1867, when he sold out the business to
O. O. Bowman & Co., proprietors of the Terra-Cotta
Works in 1882. Mr. Davies died May 10,1870. Edward
Davies was a man of enterprise, public spirit, and
fixed purpose in life, and while he may be regarded

of the terra-cotta interest in Trenton,
and brought that interest to rank favorably with other
manufacturing interests in the State. He was a man
of great resolution, and whatever he turned his atten

as the founder

forward to a successful issue. He
liberal, generous, and kind-hearted, and sought
Although a
to fulfill the full duties of the citizen.
supporter
of religious
member of no church, he was a
attendant
of
St. Paul's
an
and
kindred
interests,
and
tion to he carried
was

Church, Trenton.
His wife, Mary Evans, a sister of Evan Evans, a
prominent lawyer of Trenton, died in 1857, aged
sixty-nine years, leaving an only child, Mary Evans
Davies, who became the wife of William J. Boyd, of
and died Aug. 4, 1872, having been born
The children of William and Mary
Evans Boyd are Mary Evans, Anna Davies and Ellen
Eliza (twins), Edward Davies, and William WolverOf these children, Edward Davies Boyd
ton Boyd.

Trenton,

March

23, 1835.

succeeded to the Davies homestead by inheritance, and
places the portrait of his grandfather in this work.

JOHN HAMMELL.

John Hammell was born in what is now Hamilton
township, Mercer County, on Jan. 1, 1813, and is the
His
oldest son of William and Hope Hammell.
father died when he was five years old ; his mother
in 1863. The family are descended from the first set

tlers of New Jersey.

The Hammells were early set
tlers of Middlesex County, and the family records
Mr.
back to near the year 1700 are preserved.
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Hammell's maternal grandfather was William West,
County.
a descendant of the settlers of Monmouth
William West saw service in the Revolution, and his
wife was Anna Stout, who was a great-grandchild of
Penelope and Richard Stout, whose history is familiar
The records
to all students of New Jersey history.
of the Stouts have been collected and preserved, and
cover a period of more than two hundred and fifty
years.

The
His paternal grandmother was a Cubberley.
Cubberleys married into the Rulon family.
Both are
The Cub
descended from the early French settlers.
berleys came to these parts from the neighborhood of

who was for several years a tailor, and later a farmer

in Ewing.
James B. Coleman, born at Baker's Basin, July 11,
1808, in early boyhood learned the lessons of industry
and economy.
He obtained very little education by
home assistance, and recollects that the result of his
first day at school was the advice that he be sent no
more; but in after-years he became a popular and
efficient teacher at the same place. Through the

of John Brearly,

a neighbor,

New

young Cole
and sent to the English
then taught by the eminent
school at Lawrence,
teacher, Roswell Howe, where his progress was rapid,
and he became proficient in English, mathematics,

Mr. Hammell learned the mason's trade and worked
it for nearly twenty years. He married Elizabeth
Hulze, and resided at Hightstown for several years.
He has had six children, three of them now living.

teaching in Mercer County, and for twenty years fol
lowing he pursued his chosen vocation most of the
time. As soon as possible, and through the aid of
Edward Davies, he obtained a compass, and during
In this he
his teaching days followed surveying.

York in the early part of the last century, and
records of them have been collected back to about
the year 1700.
at

In 1846 he was elected sheriff of Mercer County by
the Whig party, his opponent being Budd Vander
veer. After his term of office expired he settled near
Hamilton Square, and for some time during the war
Dur
was collector of taxes for Hamilton township.
ing the late Rebellion he was zealous in the Union
cause, and was employed to secure two quotas, being
invested with power to employ such assistance as he
needed. In 1870 he was appointed lay judge of the
Court of Common Pleas of Mercer County, and com
pleted the term for which he was chosen.

In 1880 he retired from farming business, deeding
his farms to his children for a nominal sum, and
moved into the village of Hamilton Square.
Mr.
Hammell is treasurer of the Trenton

and AUentown

turnpike.

In
who

1881 his wife, Elizabeth, died lamented by all
knew her.
Their children are Julia A., de

William, Sarah, deceased, Charles, Theo
dosia, deceased, and John.
Mr. Hammell is yet
hale and hearty, and generally cheerful.
He was
recently married to Mrs. Hetty Lee, widow of An
drew Lee.
ceased,

JAMES

kindness

man was furnished

and surveying.

the age of eighteen

he began

became so well established that he made it his prin
cipal business most of his active life, and his name
is familiar throughout Mercer County as the "Old

Surveyor."

Mr. Coleman married, in 1828, Theodosia, daughter
of Capt. Amos Hutchinson, of Hamilton Square, who
In 1833 he purchased a small
was born in 1810.
place near Sandtown, in Hamilton township, built
his present residence, and has made it his home
since, a period of nearly fifty years. Mr. Coleman
is a man of sterling integrity, plain in his ways,
by'
judicious in business, and
his industry has a com
petency.
The public, trusting his ability, have kept

him in the office of justice of the peace for some
fifteen years, and as commissioner of deeds, convey
ancer, and master in chancery he has done public

business for many years.
His children are Mary, wife of Samuel Bennett,
of Cranbury ; Elizabeth, wife of Randolph B. Tutten,
of Washington township ; Christiana, wife of John

F. Robbins, of Clarksville; John H., a surveyor and
commissioner of deeds ; and Sarah Jane, wife of
George A. Morris, of Hamilton Square.

B. COLEMAN.

His grandparents, Timothy and Hannah Coleman,
resided in Lawrence township, at Baker's Basin, Mercer
County (then Hunterdon), where he owned a farm of
acres'
and reared his children.
fifty
By an agreement
dated in 1803, John Coleman and his mother, Hannah,
before mentioned, bought the interest 'of the other
heirs in the homestead, and on this he resided and
died at the age of eighty-seven years. His wife,
Mary Brearmore, survived him, and died at the age
of ninety-five, having borne him the following chil
dren, — James B., subject of this sketch; Nathaniel,
was a shoemaker at Ewingville ; Sarah,
deceased,
deceased, was the wife of Charles Waters ; and Lewis,

At

board

SHIPLEY

W. HAINES.

His

grandparents, Stacy and Susan Haines, resided
in Evesham township, Burlington Co.,N. J., and had

children, — Asa, David, Simeon, Ezra, Joseph, Na
than, Mary (became the wife of Amos Hewlings),
and Susan (the wife of David Rogers).
Of these
only Simeon and Ezra survive in 1882. Stacy Haines
was a farmer, and with his family were members of
the Mount Laurel Friends' Meeting.
Simeon, father of our subject, born about 1795,
spent his life in his native county, and was an indus
trious and thrifty farmer. His first wife, Mary Austin,

children;— David,
Franklin B., William D.,
Emeline S. (wife of Asa C. Hancock), and Shipley

bore him

^<?<2<i^e^
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HAMILTON TOWNSHIP.
W.

The mother died in

1861.

His second wife is

Rebecca Bowker, whom he married Sept. 30, 1869.
Simeon Haines and his family have been also identi
fied with the Friends' Meeting at Mount Laurel.
Shipley W. Haines, born Jan. 1, 1835, in Evesham
township, remained at home until 1861, when he re

moved to Columbus, in the same county, where he
worked at his trade, that of a mason, until his re
moval to Hamilton township in 1869, where his gen
eral business has been farming.

He was clerk of

township while a resident there, and is a
member of the Baptist Church where he resides. He
married, Nov. 24, 1859, Susan, daughter of Richard
and Letitia (Conover) White, of Hamilton township.
Mansfield

Their children are Richard Ellsworth and Walter S.
Haines.

KINNETH SCOBY.
His father, Timothy, born Dec. 3, 1780, married
Jane Thomas, who was born May 16, 1784, and bore
him children, — William and Kinneth, deceased, and
The mother died
Eleanor, wife of Samuel Coxe.
Jan. 15, 1850. Timothy Scoby was a farmer in Bur
lington County most of his active business life, was a
business man, a supporter of the
thoroughgoing
Friends'

Meeting, and died Oct. 13, 1836,

Kinneth, second son, and subject of this sketch,
born on the homestead in Burlington County, re
moved with his parents and settled in 1826 upon the
farm now owned and occupied by Timothy Scoby,
his son, to which he succeeded upon the death of his
father, partly by inheritance and partly by purchase,
and which he carried on the remainder of his life.
He was industrious, prudent, and possessed strong
personal characteristics.
He supported church and
kindred interests, and worshiped at the Methodist
Episcopal Church at Hamilton Square.
He was
public-spirited
and interested in local matters, and
he was a stanch member of the Republican party
after its formation.
He died March 7, 1863. His
wife was Sarah, daughter of John W. Pearson and
John W. Pearson, born July 16,
Nancy Gordon.
1767, in Hamilton township, was a lineal descendant
from Robert Pearson, who came from Yorkshire,
England, in 1680, and settled at South Hill, Burling
ton Co., N. J., and died March 27, 1704.
Robert,
only son of Robert Pearson, born in 1680, by two
marriages had eighteen children, and died May 21,
1753. He was a principal contributor to St. Michael's
Church in Trenton when first erected in 1751.
His
son was Robert, who died January, 1820, aged eightyone years, and who had a son, John W. Pearson,
before mentioned.

of Kinneth and Sarah Scoby are
John Wesley, Joseph (deceased), Timothy, Ann Eliza
beth (deceased), and Jane (wife of M. C. Stryker).
Of these children, Timothy was born March 10, 1 842,
and upon the death of his father succeeded to the
The

children
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He is a representative farmer, and has
homestead.
been honored by his townsmen with positions of trust.
He was a member of the township committee for
some time, and has held the office of collector
three consecutive years.

ALEXANDER

for

ELDRIDGE.

The Eldridge family were among the first settlers
of West New Jersey from England. One, John El
dridge, was concerned with William Penn in the par
tition of New Jersey in 1676.
In 1678 a ship from London brought over one Jona
than Eldridge, who settled in Burlington County, and
in

1695 he owned land north of Trenton.
The subject of this sketch is descended from one
Abram Eldridge, who owned a very large tract of
land lying to the northeast of the village of Hamil
ton Square, and extending over the province line into
East Jersey. The tract was nearly a mile square, and
included some of the land now covered by the north
east part of the village.
The homestead house stood
in the centre of the farm now owned by James C.
Abram Eldridge was one of the founders
Robbins.
of the Hamilton Square Baptist Church, which was
built in 1785. He gave the lot to the church upon
which the first building was erected, and deeded the
Abram
property to the Hightstown Church in 1788.
Eldridge had several children, among whom were
John, Obadiah, and Wilson. Wilson was the young
His father died when he
est, and was born in 1787.
was young, and the old tract was divided, Wilson re
ceiving the northern part of it. Wilson Eldridge
married Lydia Douglas, daughter of Robert Douglas,
of Trenton, and died Sept. 4, 1872. His wife died
Nov. 6, 1875, aged eighty-six years.
Robert Douglas was a son of John and Rachel
Rachel's maiden name was
Douglas, of Lamberton.
Pearson, daughter of the second Robert Pearson, and
Robert Douglas died when
she was born in 1714.
Lydia was young, and she lived with her uncle, Alex
ander Douglas, who was a captain in Washington's

It was at his house on Broad Street, Trenton,
that the council of war was held the night before the
battle of Princeton.
Wilson and Lydia Eldridge had thirteen children,
and all except two are yet living. Alexander El
army.

dridge, the subject of this sketches the second son, and
was named after his mother's uncle, Capt. Alexander
Douglas. He was born at Lamberton, Mercer County,
Aug. 26, 1811, and soon after removed with his parents
Outside of farming
the farm he now occupies.
Eldridge
dealt
in
stocks, negotiable
has
Mr.
pursuits,
paper, etc. He is recognized in the community as an
to

He married Hannah S.,
honest and upright citizen.
daughter of Thomas N. Holmes and Ann Silvers, of
Their chil
West Windsor township, Dec. 24, 1838.
dren are Obadiah W., Ann Amanda (deceased), and
Adeline D.
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ISAAC

De

COU.

The De Cou family in New Jersey trace their origin
to the French Huguenots who fled their country at
the time of the persecution of Protestants following
the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, and found homes
in Holland, England, and subsequently in America.
The progenitor of the family here was Isaac De Cou,

"Shields,"

and
who sailed from England in the ship
settled at Burlington, N. J., over two hundred years
ago.

Friends' MeetThe earliest record is taken from the

Isaac De Cou is the ancestor of our subject, and had
one daughter named Hannah by his first marriage,
who married David Antrim in 1766, and by his second
marriage, to a Mrs. Crips, whose maiden name was
Eaves, one daughter, who married Samuel Satter
thwaite.
Deeds and other papers in possession of the subject
of this sketch show that one Isaac De Cou owned
lands in Freehold, N. J., in 1722, and that the family
have been residents mostly of Burlington, Monmouth,

His grandfather, Isaac De Cou,
and Mercer Counties.
resided in Mansfield township, Burlington County, and
His will was dated July 18, 1761. His
was a farmer.
were Stacy, who died in Mercer County, was
clerk of the Chesterfield Monthly Meeting of the So
ciety of Friends for many years, and at the time, in
children

society was divided, since being
and Hicksites; Daniel lived and
died in Burlington County ; Isaac resided in Mercer
County ; Achsah married and settled in Burlington
County ; and Nathan, father of our subject, spent
1827,

when

that

known as Orthodox

most of his active business life in Hamilton township,
Mercer County, was a representative farmer, accumu
lated quite a large property by his own industry, and
died in 1850, aged about fifty-five years. Nathan De
Cou's wife was Deborah, daughter of Nathaniel Cole
Their
man, who died in 1854, aged about fifty years.
children are Mary, deceased ; Samuel C, of Burlington

I.,

County; Nathan, deceased; Isaac; Frank, of Ham
ilton township.
The De Cous have always been iden
tified with the Society of Friends, good citizens, and
known as industrious and thrifty agriculturists.
Isaac, son of Nathan and Deborah De Cou, born in
Hamilton township, Jan. 15, 1840, spent his boyhood
at home, and during his minority received a liberal
education in the Friends' school at Providence, R.
and in the private

g-tus'
-(&-

yj-jZ^CS

<-(

"
ing records : The twelfth day of eighth mo., 1692,
Davenport
and Rebecca De Cou, widow of
Francis
Burlington."

Isaac De Cou, were married at
A deed for one hundred and ninety-two

acres of
township, made by Hugh Hutchins
to Jacob De Cou, bearing date 1696, the farm being
occupied in 1882 by Joseph De Camp.
Jacob De Cou
had a brother Isaac, who settled at Burlington, and
was at one time surveyor-general of New Jersey.
land in Mansfield

The marriage certificate between Jacob De Cou and
Elizabeth Newbold is dated Dec. 21, 1699. Their chil
dren were Susanna and Rebecca, born Feb. 23, 1703 ;
Isaac; Esther, born March 22, 1705; Elizabeth, born
Dec. 19, 1708;

Jacob, Feb.

19,

1710; Eber,

Feb. 6,

Abi, May 24, 1714.
Jacob De Cou's will, dated 1735, gave his son Jacob
five hundred acres of land in Sussex County, N. J.,
his son Eber two hundred acres, it being the home
stead, Isaac having had his share previously.
This
1712 ;

school of William Ivans, near
In 1866 he purchased the property he now
Trenton.
occupies in his native township of two hundred and
twenty-six acres, called the Lee farm, and has been
engaged mainly since in dairying, berry-, fruit-, and
vegetable-raising,
his products.

finding a home market for

most of

T., daughter of Joseph
Satterthwaite
and Mary C. Taylor, of Burlington
County.
Their children are Samuel S., Joseph, and
He married, in

Lilly

1867, Sarah

S.

The Satterthwaits were among the early settlers of
Burlington County, and records in possession of Isaac
De Cou show that His Excellency William Franklin,

Esquire, Captain-General, Governor, and Commanderin-Chief over His Majesty's province of New Jersey,
appointed Robert Burchan surrogate of the county,
before whom the will of Samuel Satterthwaite was
proved on Aug. 23, 1773, and that this Samuel mar
ried, in 1745; Susanna Forsyth.
The De Cous have never been identified to any ex
tent with official place, but have been stanch mem
bers of the Whig and Republican parties.

yUSLrtj^ (h^
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HAMILTON TOWNSHIP.
MAJOR VOORHIES.
Coert, grandfather of our subject, was born Aug. 21,
in Holland, came to this country when a young
man, and settled at Dutch Neck, where he spent the

1735,

remainder of his life in farming.
and deacon of the Presbyterian

He was a member
Church at Dutch

Neck, was a/ Whig in politics, held slaves, and par
ticipated in the war for the independence of the colo
nies.

He died in

son, bore him

1817. His wife, Catharine Hutchin
several children, one of whom, Coert,

815

prosecuted

his studies until 1843, when he entered
the sophomore class of the College of New Jersey, at
Princeton, from which he was graduated in 1846. In
1838 he was licensed to preach the gospel, which he
has done on an average of once every Sabbath since,
and during this time he has been an able teacher of
youth in the natural sciences and classical literature.

In

Mr. Duffell purchased a residence at Yard
upon
which he has since resided.
ville,
1861,

was father of Major Voorhies, was born Feb. 28, 1756,
at Dutch Neck, where he spent his entire life a farmer,
He did service in the Revo
and died March 9, 1821.
lutionary war also, and was closely identified with
His wife,
the Presbyterian Church where he lived.

Ann Hutchinson, born March 3, 1760, whom he mar
ried May 27, 1779, bore him eleven children, who
grew to maturity, — Catharine, wife of William Con
Cornelius; Ann became the wife of
William Tindall ; Elizabeth, wife of Elijah Cub
berley; Mary, wife of David M. Cubberley ; JobnC;
Major; Elijah ; Joseph ; Ellen, wife of Henry Hutch
inson. The mother, devoted to her family and to her
over; William;

many friends, died

July

13, 1845.

Major Voorhies, born May 12, 1798, in the town
ship of his ancestors, spent his youth at home, and
while quite young went to Cranbury, N. J., where he
learned the tanner's trade. He afterwards carried on
the tanning business at Sampink,
now Edinburg,
N. J., for a few years, and then settled at Hamilton
Square, where he carried on agricultural pursuits the
remainder of his life.
Mr. Voorhies was a stanch
member of tbe old Whig party, later of the Republi
can party, and for several years served as one of the
committeemen of his township.
He was an elder in
the Presbyterian Church, and took an active interest
in educational matters. He married, Jan. 8, 1820,
Athaliah, daughter of David and Elizabeth (Mount)
Cubberley, who was born Aug. 7, 1799, and who has
been for fifty years an active member of the Presby
terian Church, and a contributor to all worthy local
Although she never
presented to her notice.

objects

had any children of her own, she has remembered the
needy, and given homes to and reared three adopted

— Allison E. Nutt, Voorhies Cubberley, and
Amanda Cubberley.
Mrs. Voorhies survives in 1882,
now in the eighty-third year of her age, and retains
remarkably well strength of body and a well-balanced
ones,

mind.

SAMUEL T. DUFFELL.
Samuel T. Duffell, son of Rev. David Duffell, was
born at Danbury, Conn., Feb. 5, 1821, and removed
with his parents to Camden, N. J., in 1822.
From
1834 to 1840 he resided in Haddonfield, and attended
the classical seminary at Mount Holly, conducted by
William Urown arid Connelly Plotts, and further

in'

1848 to Sarah B.
He was united in marriage
Stiles, a member of a well-known Welsh and French
family.
They have four daughters, viz.: Ella E.,
wife of William H. White, of Newton, N. J., an ar
tist; Irene Julia, wife of Capt. George Cathcart;
Annie J., authoress of " In the Meshes" and other
tales that have been favorably received by the public ;
and Lucretta, authoress of acrostic on Garfield.
David Duffell, a native of England, with his three
brothers came to America about 1700.
The paternal
grandfather of our subject resided in Camden, N. J.
Rev. David Duffell, father of Samuel T. Duffell, was
a Methodist minister and member of the New Jersey

Conference for fifty years, and is now superannuated.
Dr. Charles Duffell, a brother of Samuel T., is a
practicing physician at Clayton, Gloucester Co., N. J.,
and was a surgeon in the Army of Tennessee during
the Rebellion.

HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.
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WILLIAM

His

grandfather,

CHAPTER LXVIII.

H. WHITE.

John L. White,

was

born

at

Ocean Beach, N. J., was a farmer, reared a family of
children, and died there. One son, Richard, father
of our subject, born in 1798 at Ocean Beach, was also

He was a man of sterling characteristics,
His
and held positions of trust in his township.
first wife was Hannah Pearson, who died about 1832,
children,— John Pearson, Susan, and Ellen.
leaving
His second wife, Latitia Conover, was a descendant
of Wolfert Gerretson Von Covenhoven (now spelled
a farmer.

who settled on Long Island in 1630 from
Holland. She bore him children, — Lydia Ann, wife
of L. B. Fox ; Susan, wife of Shipley W. Haines ;
and William H. White. Richard White died in 1880,
Conover),

William
and his second wife died March 24, 1882.
youngest
and
Latitia
Richard
son
of
H. White,

White, was born Aug. 27, 1845, on the homestead in
Hamilton township, Mercer County, and has there,
so far, spent his life, engaged in agricultural pursuits
In 1881 he began the
and dealing in real estate.
manufacture of bone dust as a fertilizer, in partner
ship with Joseph Y. Dilatush, which business is not
only successful, but the demand for their product in
creasing. Mr. White married, Oct. 16, 1873, Ella E.,
daughter of Samuel T. Duffell and Sarah B. Stiles,
Their children are Richard
of Hamilton township.
Irving, Aileen Duffell, Samuel Jerrald, and William
The latter died in
Norman and Ella Norra (twins).
infancy.

JOSEPH Y. DILATUSH.
father, Nahor, born in Washington township,
Mercer County, died there in 1873, aged seventy-six
years.
His wife, Lydia McCabe, survives in 1882.

His

Their children are Loretta, John, Lavinia, Enoch,
Of
Annie, Joseph Y., Edward, George, and Louise.
these, Joseph Y. Dilatush, born in Jamesburg, Mid

dlesex Co., N. J., July 22, 1853, at the age of five
years removed with his parents to Newtown, Mercer
Co. He married, Dec. 20, 1875, Annie, daughter of

John Ayres, of Hamilton township, who has borne
him children, — Carrie Maud, died in infancy ; Robert
Mortimer, and Mary Lavinia. The same year of his
marriage Mr. Dilatush settled where he now resides,
and owns one hundred and five acres of land.
In
a land
1879 he conceived the idea of manufacturing
fertilizer from bones, and in a small way began the
manufacture of bone dust on a small creek on his own

farm, where for two years he successfully carried on
With a desire to increase his business
this business.
and meet the increasing demand of this product he,
in 1881, erected his present commodious mill, which
has a capacity of ten tons per day. This business
has increased one-half within the past six months,
and Mr. Dilatush, as its founder, sees promise of a
large and lucrative manufacturing interest.

HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP.
Situation and Boundaries. — This is by consider
Historically,

able the largest township in the county.
it is perhaps the most important.

Descriptive. — Hopewell contains an area of thirtysix thousand nine hundred and ninety acres, mostly
in improved farms. The surface in the northern part
The southern portion is level and fertile.
is hilly.

In

the western

part is a small elevation known as

Belle Mount.
The general worth and enterprise of the inhabitants
of Hopewell tends greatly towards its development
and progress.

Settlement. — The early history of this township is
stated by Rev. George Hall,
deemed
best
to reproduce here what
is
that
it
D.D.,

so ably and so succinctly

he has written.

Township.— Sir George Car
The Survey of the
right
in the part (of New Jersey)
teret sold out his
which subsequently bore the name of West Jersey
to John Fenwick, as trustee for Edward Billinge and
others. This section having been divided into one
hundred parts and distributed among the proprietors,
the tract called the thirty thousand acres above the

Falls of the Delaware fell to the lot of Thomas Sadler
and Edward Billinge, who, on the 20th of October,
1685, sold out their title and interest to Dr. Daniel
Cox, of London. This is the original township of
Hopewell, the first accurate survey of whicii extant
is to be found in the Book of Surveys, page 103, in
the office of the Secretary of State at Trenton, having
" Resurvey of Hopewell tract for
the marginal note,
By Daniel Leeds."
The Purchase from the Indians. —It may

Col. Cox, 31,000.

to'

be in

believe
teresting to know that there is every reason
that the land in this region was fairly purchased of
the Indians. We have here a copy of the deed from
the Indian chiefs to Adlord Bowde, agent of Dr.

Daniel Coxe,

as follows :

" To all people to whom this present writing shall come,Hoham
Teplaopamun, Mehakighue, Caperuonickon, Nahusing, Mehkaekan,
and Shawonne,Indian Sachimachersand owners of the following tracts
of land in the Province of West Jersey, sendgreeting,
" Know ye that the said Indian Sachimachersand ownersof the Tract
of land hereinafter mentioned for and in considerationof one hundred
fathomsof wampum,Tenne stript Dutch Duffields,Tenue broad steawelwater matchroles Bixty matchroles, Thirty Gunns, Twenty Kittles,
Twenty shirts, fforty pair of stockings, Eighty Hatchetts, two half
Anchors of powder,one hundred knives, one hundred and twentybarres
of lead,sixty poundsof shott,one Anchor of Runne, Two Barrelsof Beere,
Three poundsof Readlead,Three hundred pipes,Three hundred needles,
and Three Anchors of tobacco,by Adlord Bowde nowsof Burlington,
mrchantand within ye Province of West Jersey aforesdat and beforethe
Esq''
sealing and delivery hereof for and on the bohalfe of Daniel Coxe,
Govrnorof the said Province to them the said Indian Sachimachersand
ownersin hand paid whereof and wherewith they doe hereby acknowl
edgethemselveBfully contented& eatisfy'd. Have grantedbargainedand
Bold, alyened,enfeoffedand confirmed, and by these presents do fully
clearly and absolutly grantbargain and sell, aleyn, enfeoffsand confirm
unto the said Adlord Bowde, for and to the only proper use & behoofeof
tho said Daniel Coxe and his Heirs & Assigns forever, All that and those
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HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP.
tractand tracts of land beginning at a white oak markt on fouer sides
being on the South South west side of Shabbicunck Creek by the road
sideleading to New York three miles from the Delaware River or three
miles from Hugh Stannylands, from thence running north by the land
of ThomasBudd to a white poplar and a Beeche tree upon the head of
Shabbicunckecreek on fouer sides and from thence to a small hickory
standing by a black oak markt by the line of Thomas Budd aforesaid,
from thenceto a gumme tree standing by the side of Stony Brook by a
lyne tree,from thencealong the line of Thomas Budd aforesaidto a line
of markt treesrunning west north west to one white and one black oake
markedon fouer sidesa little aboveMenapenasson,and from thence by
a direct line west and by north to the mouth of a creek called Laocoton
running into Dellaware River about Atecokin's wigwam, aud soeto run
downthe sideof Dellaware river to a line of markt treeslying two miles
abovethe nails mill, and from thence running East to the white oake on
the southwest side of ShabbacuukeCreeke aforesaid. And also all and
everythe mines mineralls woodsffishings hawkings huntings and fowlings. And all & everythe Rivera, Rivuletts, Creekes,Isles, Islands, Lakes,
Ponds,Marshes,Swamps, Meadows,ffeedings,Pasturings, profitts, com
modities& appurtenanceswhatsoeverto the said granted tracts of land
or any part thereof belonging or in anywise appertaining. And alsoall
the estate,Right, tytle, Interest possession,pperty, claim and demand
whatsoeverof them the said Indian Sachimachers& owners or any of
themin Lawe & Equity & either of them of in or into the said granted
p'misesor any pte or psel thereof,and the reversion & reversions,Remaindrand Remaiud™of the sameand every pte thereof. To have & to
hold to the said Adlord Bowde his Heirs & Assigns forever.
'*And the said Indian Sachimachersand owners doe for themselves
and everyof them & for their and every of their Heires & successors,
covenantpromise and agreeto aud with the said Adlord Bowde his heirs
& Assigneeshy these presents. That it shall & may be lawful to and for
the said Daniel Coxe his heirs & Assigus forever hereafter peaceably&
quietly to have hold and enjoy the said granted & bargained tracts of
land & every pte & pctl thereof to & for the usesaforesaid without any
lawfull lett molestationor disturbanceof them the said Indian Sachi
machers& owners or any of them or of their Heirs or successorsor of
from or by any other prson or prsuus whatsoever clayming or which
shall or may clayme any estate Right, title, Interest, Inheritance or
ppertyof in or out of the Baidgranted & bargained premisesor any pte
or pcell thereof by from or under them or any of them or by or through
their or any of their meanes,assentconsenttytle, privity pcurement.
"In witness whereof the said Indian Sachimachersand owners have
hereuntosetttheir hands & affixed their seals (accordingto the English
Ano'), the Thirtieth day of the month called March in the year one
thousand six hundred and Eighty Eight Annoque R. R. Jacobi Sedi
Ang* & Quarter.
" Signed,Sealed& delivered in ye prsenceof
" Hoham,
•'ThomasBudd,
" Teplaopamun,
"Henry Greenland,
" ThomasBowman,
" Meroppe,
" Wewemoling,
"Will™ Biddle, Jun',
" Lummusecon,
"John Wills, Interpreter.
"Pluze,
" Meheekissue,
" Copenakoniskon,
"Nehuoiug,
" Neheekan,
" Shawsuna."

Purchases from the West Jersey Society —
Public records show that the following tracts of land
were taken under the title of the West Jersey So
ciety, Thomas Revell, agent:
John Lee 250of the 30,000acres,Feb. 20,1693-4.
John Smith 500of Do. June 15,1696.
Edward Hunt 122% Do.
May 24,1696.
"
"
97^ in Maidenhead,
within the branchesof the Shabbakunk.
Col. W">Hallet of the 30,000acres1000acres July last 1697.
Joseph Sacket300acres Do. near Samuel Hunts.
Roger Parke 400 "
Do. April 1697at
Wissamenson,north side of Stony Brook.
Anne Parke 100acres adjoining.
Andrew Smith for his son Tho8.Smith, Ap. 1697.
100acresabove Roger Parkes.
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Andrew Smith 200acresmore for his son Thos. Smith, Ap, 1697,
John Parke 300acres near ThoB.Twiggse, Feb. 27,1696.
John Rue 200 "
Feb. 17,1699.
Johannes Lawrenson 1050acres July 12,1697.
Edward Burrows 200acres Nov. 7, 1699.
Andrew Smith 200acresMay 20,1688.
in which Deed the tract is called Hopewell

Hopewell's Tax-Payers in 1722.— Previous to cer
tain ejectment suits, and shortly after the settling of
the boundary between Trenton and Hopewell, and
when Hunterdon County embraced the five townships
of Hanover, Amwell, Maidenhead,
Trenton, and
Hopewell, in 1722, we have a roll of one hundred and
thirty-eight men subject to taxation, sixteen of whom

were single men. There were, besides eleven slaves,
seven hundred and eighty-seven sheep. There were

two mills, that were owned by Philip Ringo, now
Moor's mill, and the other owned by Cornelius Ander
son, in the southwestern corner of Hopewell.
The number of acres of land then in possession was
sixteen thousand nine hundred and ninety-five.
tax-list is as follows :
Hue Standland
Thomas Smith
Richard Arnul
Nicolas Hajjerte
Joshaway Ward
Eldad Davis
JohnFeald
Robert Darck
Abraham Laru
James Laru
Peter Laru
ThomasWoacer
John Allbado
Samuel Bouldwin
Frances Hege
Ely Allbado
Cornelius Allbado
Frances Fonnoy
Robert Shaw
Timothy Titus
Thomas Roberds
William Reede
Joseph Huff
James Evanse
Robert Maclelean
John Johnson
Roger Woolverton
Andrew Millburne
Jonathan SlicklinSenor
Henery Heldren
John Bennett
John Murched
John Coe
Ezekel Oleno
Nathaniel Moore
Charles Huff,
Jonathan Stickler, Jr
Joseph Hart
John Smith
William Merrel Juner
Hezekiah Bmiham Jr
Philip Kingo
Benjamin Diack
Joshua Andrus June
Frederick Debough
Aran fnnhuck
TunusHuff
Andrew Routten hors
Danel Deno
Samuel Runyoun
Jemse Hide..
Danel Geano
StevenGeano
Joseph Combs
William Merel, Sener
Benjamin Merel
Nehemiah Bonham
Jabes Jarvis
Joseph Davis
Ananies Olen
Edward Butler
Barth Corvine,;
Johannes Hendrick

Acres.
50
200
50
130
100
200
50
50
50
2U0
500
600
200
150
150
140
200
40
200
100
100

200
40
300
100
166
130
150
50
260
200
50
110
50
50
200
100
50
300
150
100
350
100
149

Samuel Fitch
John Event
John Frantton
Samuel Furman, Jr
Jonathan Furman
Thomas Runyon
Viencien Runyon
Roger Parke, Jr
Roger Parke, Sr
Johu Park
John Reede
John Sharp
William Whited
Joseph Louglee
Samuel Furman, Sr
John Capender
Joshua Ely
Richard Smith
Joses Lombard
Joseph Stout.
Hezekiah Bonel
Isaak Asstall
Thomas Combs
David Stout
Thomas Evans
Thoinns Curtes
William Brient, Sr
Robard Blackwell
Enoch Armitage
Ralph Hunt
ThomaBHuf
Henere Hendrix
Jeremiah Hendrix
Peter Hendrix
Addon Bratten
William Larason
John Titus
Efron Titus
Ralph Hunt Btonebrock
John Hunt yoreng
Elisha Bord
Elnathan Boulder.
Thomas Reede
John Hart
.,
SamuelHunt
John Hunt
Edward Hart
Isaac Herreu
Thomas Merel
Peter Ringo
William Cornel
Andru Foster
Jemse Terrel
Calap Carman
AndmSmith
John Hickson
William Larance
Henery Oxly
William Huff.
William Briant Stonebruk
Cornelus Andrus sun
Samuel Everit
Joseph Reeder

The
Acres.
200
100
100
50
50
150
200
300
240
60
100
90
200
ioo
230
10
140
250
100
150
100
250
250
'300
100
50
160
200
100
100
100
40
100
200
200
200
200
50
260
100
50
200
100
3
90
500
100
200
200
500
300
134
100
200
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I.,

by the Rev. Jedediah Andrews, of Phil
on the 12th month, 21st day, 1713, old
style, corresponding to Feb. 10, 1714, new style.
This John became a representative of the Provincial
Maidenhead

adelphia,

Legislature of New Jersey, a member of the Com
mittee of Safety, a member of the Continental Con
of Independ
gress, and a signer of the Declaration
As his will was executed April 16, 1779, and
ence.
approved May 26, 1779, the time of his death is nearly
ascertained, which was probably in the sixty-sixth
year of his age.
He was originally buried in the
private burying-ground
of the Hunt family, but was
a few years since removed to the cemetery of the
Hopewell Baptist Church.
On the occasion of dedi
cating the monument erected to his memory, on the
4th of July, 1864, Governor Joel Parker, of this State,
delivered an oration before a large assembly. He
spent the latter part of his life on his farm adjoining

the Baptist Church, now the property of Moore Phil
lips.
He gave the ground on which that meeting

house was built. John Hart's children were Jesse,
Nathaniel, Edward, Sarah Wikoff, and Deborah.

III.

Joseph married a Montgomery

to Maryland.

and removed

:

IV. Jeremiah married Mary, daughter of Joseph
Hart, Dec. 15, 1753, and had the following children
Hannah, born April 27, 1755 Ephraim, born March
1757
Mary, wife of Louis Perrine, of Freehold,
born July 27, 1759; Jemima, born Aug. 28; 1761;
Susannah,

June

born

Dec.

1763

and Jeremiah,

born

16, 1769.

George Woolsey V will was proved March 11, 1762,
will of his son Jeremiah was proved May

2,

and the

Ephraim succeeded
1801; he died April 14, 1801.
his father, Jeremiah, in the ownership of the home
stead married Ann Johnson, of Bucks County, Pa.,
and had the following children George, the present

owner of the old homestead; Ephraim, father of
Capt. Henry Harrison Woolsey, who lost his life be
fore Petersburg, Va., in the late war Hannah, wife

of Deacon Andrew Titus and mother of
elder, William J. Titus; Mary, wife of
Blackwell, and Eliza.
Dr. Jeremiah Woolsey, son of Jeremiah,
at the College of New Jersey, 1787, and

the ruling
Philemon
graduated
married

a

his will, executed Dec. 6, 1738, he mentions five
sons, — Stephen, Moses, Thomas, Joseph, and Elnathan, and daughter, Euth Burt.
The farm of Edward Hart is that now owned by
the Temple family, on the Hopewell and Ewing turn
pike.
His son John was baptized in the church at

Lawrence.

Montgomery.
" Deacon" George
Woolsey served three years as
member of the Legislative Council of New Jersey.
Like the Woolseys, of Hopewell, President Theodore
D. Woolsey, of Yale College,
descendant of the
first George Woolsey here mentioned.

a

probably from Hempstead,
L. I., married Keziah, daughter of the Rev. John
Prudden, of Newark, sister of Mrs. Joanna Moore,
In
lived below Pennington, near the turnpike gate.

Henry lived in Pennington, south of the church
married Martha, daughter of Ephraim Titus
and granddaughter
of Enoch Armitage, and had
only one child, Martha, wife of Philip Vancleve, of

Nathaniel Moore came from Newtown, L.
and took up land about 1708.
He married Joanna,
daughter of the Rev. John Prudden,
and lived
where his lineal descendant, Mrs. Hannah Moore,
seventyrecently died. He died Sept.
1759, in the
year
age.
of his
second
His children were John,

I.,

Elnathan Baldwin,

II.

yard

.

Dec. 15, 1764.

and Nancy.

;

— Andrew, Jonathan, and Timothy. ">.,-,- '
Thomas Burrowes, son of Edward Burrowes, of
Jamaica, L. I., owned the three farms nOw occupied
by his descendant, Stephen B. Smith, the heirs of
Aaron H. Burroughs, and the Messrs. Craft, land
bought on the 17th of November, 1699.
He had five
sons, — Edward, Thomas, Stephen, Eden, and John,
— and two daughters, Hannah and Charity, the wife
of Zebulon Stout. He died a short time previous to
sons,

Daniel, Jeremiah, Henry, and Joseph and Jemima,
wife of Ralph Hart, and mother of Dr. Noah Hart,
and of his sisters, Jerusha, Hannah, and Elizabeth.
Daniel had a son Benjamin, who lived in Tren
ton, and was the father of son and daughter, — Henry

;

Andrew
probably the homestead near Harbortown.
Smith was a professional surveyor) as was also his son
Timothy), and this would be reason sufficient for the
adoption of a name suggested by him.
He had three

It was George, the son of Capt.
Thomas, and John.
George, who settled in Hopewell. His children were

:

tract is

is
a

This two-hundred-acre

6,

Hopewell."

a

he, the
the said Andrew Smith, heretofore laid forth in the
county of Burlington aforesaid, and also settle upon,
and by him the said Andrew Smith called and to be

;

lius Empson, of Brandywine Creek, sold to Andrew
Smith two hundred acres, which tract, the deed says,
" doth enfeoff and confirm unto
said Empson,

called

George Woolsey came from Jamaica, L.
about
" on the north side of the road
lead
ing from Maidenhead to the Delaware River, over
against Thomas Burrowes."
His grandfather, George
Woolsey, came to Manhattan Island in 1635, and lived,
among the Dutch, and removed thence to Jamaica,
L. I., in 1665, and had three sons, — Capt. George,
1700, and settled

4,

Corne

;

20, 1688,

200
297

Edward Hart had a daughter Sarah, who first
married Timothy Temple, and after his death became
the second wife of Stephen Burrowes, Sr., and mother
of Maj. Stephen Burrowes.

I.

of the Pioneers. — May

Acres.
200

;

Some

Acres. ]
1-20 William Lin
80 Joseph Nasbet
Nicolas Rolierds.
60 Jorge Wolse
500 Thomas Burrus.....
I

;

William Miller
Joseph Reed sener
Thomas Finns
Joseyh Beede Jr
James Melven
David Price

6,
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the fifth generation, bearing his name, John, was not
Jane, wife of
long since sheriff of Mercer County.
Edward Burrowes, through the marriage of her
daughter Catharine with Jesse Atchley, became the
ancestor of all the Atchleys of this region.
married Elizabeth, daughter of Jonathan

Andrew
;

5,

;

4,

7,

3,

2,

:

1,

Waters.
John, born Oct. 18, 1750
were
Jonathan, born
Deborah, born March 20, 1753
Re
William, born Oct. 18, 1757;
1755;
May

Their children

7,

6,

;

6,

5,

4,

4,

3,

2,

:

1,

9,

2,

7,

1760;

8,

George, born June 25,
1759
Andrew, born Dec.
1764, who married
Jonathan,
Hannah, daughter of John Stevenson.
the son of Andrew, married Mary Lott and had chil
dren, — John, Andrew, William, Elizabeth, wife of
William Beakes, Mary, wife of James Disborough,
Ann, wife of George Schenck, and Rebecca, wife of
George McDowell.
Jonathan Muirheid died Nov.
1837, and Mary, his wife, died July 30, 1817, in her
fifty-seventh year. George Muirheid was married to
Charity, daughter of the Rev. John Guild, June
John Guild, who
were
1788, and their children
by his wife, Elizabeth Howell, had eleven children,
five only of whom, Charles H., John Guild, William
Harrison, and two daughters, survive. The patriotic
devotion of Charity, wife of John Ogden, and the
gallant conduct of Gen. Henry P. Muirheid, of the
Rush Lancers, in the late war are held in cherished
remembrance by the people of this township.
Benjamin, who by his wife, Sarah Howell, had chil
dren, of whom two sons, John and William B., and
Deborah, wife of Jesse M.
two daughters survive.
Howell, and mother of Rev. Jesse L. Howell and sev
George.
Elizabeth,
William.
eral daughters.
George
mother
of Theodore F.
and
Woolsey,
of
wife
living.
Woolsey and three daughters, now
bought
of Joseph
Jan.
1745, Andrew Muirheid
bekah, born Feb.

Furman the farm near Harborton, which has been
the homestead of the Muirheid family one hundred
and forty-two years.

Abraham Temple lived on the farm more recently
owned by the late Isaac Primmer, and there lies
He married Sarah, daughter of Nathaniel
buried.
53

a

a

:

is

a

;

" Penelope Vanprinces waB born in Amsterdam about the year 1602.
She aud her first husband, whose name is not known, sailed for New
York (then New Amsterdam) about the year 1620. The vessel was
stranded at Sandy Hook, and the crew got ashore and went towards
New York, but the husband of Penelope being hurt in the wreck could
not travel with them, and they both tarried in the woods. They had
not been long left before the Indians came upon them and killed them,
as they thought, and stripped them of their garments. However, Pene
lope revived, although her skull was fractured and her left shoulder 60
injured that Bhewas never able to use it like the other; besides,she
was so cut across the body that her bowels protruded, and she was
obliged to keep her hand upon the wound. In this situation she con
tinued for sevendays,taking shelter in a hollow tree and living on what
she picked from off the trees. On the seventhday she saw deer pass
with arrows sticking in it, and soon after appearedtwo Indians, whom
she was glad to see,hoping that they would put her out of ber misery.
Accordingly, one made towards her to knock her in the head, but the
other, who was an elderly man, preventedhim, and throwing his watchcoatabout her took her to his wigwam and cured her of her wounds.
Afterwards he took her to New York and presentedher to her country.
men, expecting,no doubt, a present in return. It was in New York
that Richard Stout married her, in her twenty-secondyear. He was an
Englishman, of a good family, and in his fortieth year. They had sev
eral children, and Mrs. Stout lived to the remarkable age of one hun
dred and ten years,and saw her offspring multiplied to five hundred
years."
and two in about eighty-eight
a

A

Mr. Muirheid was the first high sheriff of the
county of Hunterdon. The first jail of the county
was built of logs, and stood not far from Mr. Muirdescendant of Mr. Muirheid, of
heid's dwelling.

In 1704 three families of Stouts and others moved
from Middletown to the northern part of Hopewell.
son of Richard and Penelope, was
Jonathan Stout,
the head of one of these families, and the founder of
the Baptist Church in Hopewell, his family furnish
Joseph
ing eight of its original fifteen members.
son of Jonathan, was one of the first mem
Stout,
from Hunterdon
Assembly
bers of the General
County.
Joseph Hart, who occupied the farm now Amos
had sons Joseph (the father of Aaron
Furman's,
Hart, Sr., and grandfather of Jonathan Smith, Aaron,
George H., and Ann, wife of James Burroughs).
son Israel, who married
Besides Aaron, Sr., he had
Mary Davison, and had several children, all now de
There were other sons of Joseph Hart, and
ceased.
daughter Jane. Amos, the son of Joseph Hart,

Jr.,

Sr., was the father of Mrs. Daniel Furman Rebecca,
wife of Ezekiel Furman and Mary, second wife of
Amos Laning, Sr. Mary, daughter of Joseph, Sr.,
became the wife of Jeremiah Woolsey.
;

were Jane, George, John, William, Andrew, Rebekah,
Ruth, and Elizabeth.

daughter, wife

of Benjamin Hendrickson. John, the son of Na
had a son, Wil
thaniel, lived and died in Trenton
liam H., who, by his marriage with Elizabeth McClellan, became the father of the Rev. Asher Brown
Temple, of Seneca, N. Y.
In 1790 some of the Stout family published
small
pamphlet containing an interesting account of the
made
family, from which the following extract

a

I.,

Both are buried side
the widow died Dec. 25, 1759.
Their children
by side in the Ewing churchyard.

cousin, William Temple, and?another

;

and

a

1706,

the farm now owned by Henry B. Perrine, one mile
He died in January, 1725, and
below Pennington.

Benjamin, and had Asher, Timothy, William, and
Sarah, wife of Asher R. Hart. Nathaniel married
daughter who married her
son John,
twice, had
a

22,

was born in Glasgow, Scotland,

Nov.
Bailey, of Jamaica, L.
settled here about that time on

Rebekah

a

John Muirheid

married

Moore, Sr., and had daughters Sarah and Joanna,
and sons Benjamin and Timothy. Timothy married
Sarah, sister of Hon. John Hart, and had John and
daughter of his uncle
Nathaniel. John married

a

Joseph,
Abigail, wife of her
Samuel, Benjamin,
cousin, Sackett Moore, and Sarah, wife of Abraham
Temple.
The descendants of these have been nu
merous and some of them prominent.
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one daughter, Eliza, Mrs. Welch, of Boston), Wilson,
Margaret (wife of James Wilson, of Amwell), Re
becca (wife of Gershom

Lambert), and by a second
wife had Lemuel, Isaac, and Eure, wife of Cornelius
Larrison. Jonathan went South, had a son George.

I.,

a

it

Guild, and had children

named Enoch, John, Han
a

nah, Charles, Asa, and Isaac), and
daughter, Eliza
beth, who married Jacob Carle, of Ewing.

John Carpenter

came to Hopewell from Jamaica,
He made his will Oct.
was ad
1744, and
mitted to probate April
1745.
He married Capt.
Ralph Hart's daughter Mary, and had sons Hezekiah
and John, between whom his farm was to be divided
according to the will, and daughters Mary, wife of
John Hunt, inn-keeper at Pennington
Sarah, wife
of Augustine Moore
Hannah, wife of Maj. Stephen
Burrows
and Caroline, wife of Israel Moore.
John
married Ann Van Cleve, and died at an advanced

it

L.

;

age Sept. 15, 1831.

Enoch Armitage, son of John Armitage, was born
in England in 1677. His wife died there in 1713.
His children — Mary, John, Reuben, and Lydia — were
born in England, and with the exception of John,
are known to have settled with their father in this
country.
Mr. Armitage set sail from Liverpool March
14, 1719, arrived at New York May 30th, and soon
took up his permanent residence on
farm
mile
northeast from Pennington.
His property has been
owned and most of the time occupied by successive
generations of the family. In about eighteen months
a

across the Rocky Mountains, the first of a commercial
that ever reached the Pacific slope by that
route.
He died in St. Louis in 1842. John's chil
dren were John (inn-keeper at Pennington, who had

'nature

John

a

father of Wilson P. Hunt, the hero of Irving's "As
who was born in Hopewell, and served his
time in the store of his uncle, Abraham Hunt, of
Trenton.
His adventurous and enterprising spirit
brought him to the notice of John Jacob Astor, who
intrusted him with the command of an expedition

toria,"

John Fitch, to whom
had been conveyed by
Reading and James Trent, commissioners of the
loan-office.
He had
son, John Welling, Jr. (who
married Esther, the oldest daughter of Rev. John
he of

after his arrival he was chosen clerk of the township.
Of the numerous descendants of Mr. Armitage
may be mentioned Rev. Enoch Green, who died at
Deerfield, N. J., Nov.
1776, while pastor of the
Presbyterian Church in that place the late Enoch
;

settled on the homestead, and had Stephen and Achsah,
both of whom married and reared families.
Wilson
settled northwest of Marshall's Corners, and had ten
children, the youngest of whom, John Price, was the

bought two
from Jamaica, L.
and twenty-three acres, of which he was
year's lease, July 18, 1728, of
then in possession by
Terit Lester, who had bought of John Muirheid, and

1,

(distinguished by his flaxen hair), who was father of
William, Catharine, and Nancy.
Nathan'ssons John
and Enoch never married, but Noah married a Drake
and had John, who married a sister of Theophilus
Quick ; Enoch, who married a daughter of Smith
Titus, and another who became the wife of Andrew
Blackwell. The other Ralph Hunt, known as "Lon
Ralph,"
don
is referred to in the history of Lawrence.
John Hunt, son of Edward, of Newtown, L. I.,
owned the farm where Stephen Hunt now lives.
He
had by Margaret, his wife, sons, Noah, Wilson. John,
Jonathan, Enoch, Gershom, and Daniel, and daugh
ters, Johanah and Charity.
He died in 1749. Noah

John Welling,

hundred

a

He was the father of
Charity, wife of Rev. John Guild, of Azariah, prom
inent in the public affairs of the township, and of
Azariah's sons were
Nathan, Elijah, and Noah.
Ephraim (who was killed by a horse), and Ralph
Terhune.

2,

session of Abraham

2,

There were two Ralph Hunts who were early land
holders, and for a time residents within the limits of
Hopewell. One of these, "Stony Brook Ralph,"
owned the farm below Mount Rose, since in the pos

;

Susan.

i

Edward Hunt was of another family, and was pos
sibly the Edward to whom Ralph Hunt, of Maiden
head, iu his will, made 1732, bequeathed one hundred
and fifty acres in Hopewell. He married Susanna,
daughter of his neighbor, Timothy Titus, and had
Timothy, John, Keziah (wife of Elijah Hart), Mary
(wife of Moore Scott), Phoebe (wife of John Furman),
Hannah, and Sarah. Timothy married Fanny, a
daughter of Richard Phillips, and had children, —
Richard (who married Hannah, daughter of John
Phillips, and had children, — Abner, Wilson, Elisha,
Abigail, wife of Abner Hart; Rhoda, wife of Richard
Brewer; and Frances, wife of Smith Titus), Timothy
(by Catharine, daughter of Elijah Hart), and Theo
dore, Charles, Elijah H., and Francina. John mar
ried Jane, daughter of Theophilus Phillips, and had
children, — Theophilus, who, by his first wife, a
daughter of John Smith, Esq., had Philip Titus and
John Smith ; and by his second wife, Elizabeth
Farley, had George, and Jane, wife of Daniel Howell
Phillips.

;

to Trenton, lately in possession of his
Asher
R. Hart. He was of a family of
grandson,
Harts not related to the Harts previously mentioned.
He had sons, Richard and John, and Mary, who
married a Dean.
Richard had sons : (1 ) Joseph,
Hollow, who, by his wife,
(of
John
R.
Honey
(2)
Mary Dean, had Richard, John Dean, Phcebe, and
Mrs. Naomi Baldwin), (3). Asher R., the father of
John,
Samuel Stockton Hart, and several daughters.
the son of John, settled on the farm long held by his
grandson Abner.
By his first wife had Elijah, father
of Catharine Hunt, and grandfather of Charles,
Elijah, and Theodore Hunt. 2 John, unmarried;
and by his second wife, Phillips and Abner. Phillips
took the homestead, and was father of John, Abner,
Benjamin, Joseph, Palmer, and Israel, with Mrs.
Clara Dunn, Elizabeth, wife of Elijah Atchley, and
road, leading

I.
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H. and Henry P. MuirPhiladelphia
of
W. W. L. Phillips, of
Dr.
;
head,
Trenton ; Daniel Christopher,
of Freehold ; Lewis
J. Titus, of Lambertville; Daniel G. Howell, Enoch
A. Titus, of Pennington ; and Daniel C. Titus, of
Hopewell ; Elizabeth Moore, widow of the Rev. Wil
liam J. Blythe, and her brothers, Imlah, Charles, Ely,
Reuben Armitage, his son, died in
and Thomas.

Elijah married Abigail Up
and Atwood.
dike and located at Woodville. Their children were
Paul D. and Sarah M. Melancthon married Eliza
beth Parke, and had children, — Cornelia A. and Wel

sephine

Green, of Easton ; Charles

lington.

Ephraim Titus

married Mary, daughter of Enoch |
and through his daughters, Martha and j

Lydia, has numerous descendants. Timothy Titus,
grandfather of the late Capt. Timothy Titus, owned
the lands of Aaron Stout and the late Pierson Bake.
His daughter Susannah married Edward Hunt, Sr.,
who lived on the River road, and through her and other
female branches he became the ancestor of many in

John Titus

(of another family of Tituses) and his
sons — Joseph, Andrew, Samuel,
Benjamin, Philip, John, and Thomas — and daughters
named Susannah and Mary. He owned the two farms
since held by Joab and Noah Titus. His descendants
bearing the name are numerous. Many of them have
been prominent
during successive generations in
John Titus
township affairs, and by intermarriage
has descendants in several of the old families.
Adam' Ege was one of three brothers who came to
He was then
America from Germany about 1731.
thirteen.
In 1748 he married Margaret Hunt, and
settled on a farm half a mile southeast of Woodside,
near the road leading from Trenton to Flemington.
He had seven children, and was the ancestor of the
Eges of this section, through Samuel, Sarah, Hannah,
Jacob, Elizabeth, Nathaniel, and George.
Samuel Ege, born June 24, 1750, married Anna,
daughter of John Titus, born in 1755. Their children
were John, William, Sarah, Andrew, George, Mary,
Titus, Mahala, and Nathaniel.
John married Mary Schenck, of Amwell, and lo
He
cated on the farm now owned by Ralph Ege.
had children named Ralph S., Anna, and Andrew.
Ralph S. died unmarried.
Anna married William
Mershon, located near Woodville, and had children,
three of whom (Benjamin, Ralph, and Margaret) died
young, while John E. married Rebecca Hurlburt,
settled on the homestead and had four children, and
Andrew
Mary A. lives in Hopewell, unmarried.
married Sarah A. Voorhees, and lived on a part of
His son Ralph married Mary E.,
the homestead.
daughter of Abraham Skillman, lives on the home
stead, and has children, —Albert A., Sarah, A. Howard,
Ida S., and Mary. His daughter Marian married
Martin N. Van Zandt, located in Hopewell, and has
two children, — Charles M. and Dora V.
William married Amy Dunn and located at Woodside.
His children were named Titus, Elijah, MelTitus married Susan Reed,
ancthon, and Asa H.
lives at Pennington. His children are named Jo

—William,

Sarah married Philip Pearson, located near Wood
ville, and had children, Samuel, Ege, Anna, and Eph
raim, none of whom, except Anna, the wife of Rev.
John Moore, of Hunterdon County, live in New
Jersey.

Andrew and Mahala died unmarried.
George married Elizabeth Murphy and located near
Ralph Ege's farm. His children were Andrew S.,
Azariah, and Samuel. Andrew S. removed to Illinois.
Azariah married Elizabeth Slack, and later Elizabeth
Van Buskirk, and had children, Elizabeth, George
V., Sarah F., Zilpha, Samuel S., Bayard V., John,
Samuel
and Matilda.
Stephen, David, Abraham,
Their
married Eliza Labaw and located at Woodside.
children were Ellen and Samuel L.
Mary married Amos Hunt and removed to Hunter

Hopewell.
wife Rebecca

Asa H. married Ellen Riley, and after her

death a Miss Hartman, and had children,
Andrew D., and Alonzo.

1783.

Armitage,
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Titus married Mary Runkle and located at Wood
ville. His son, Augustus T., lives on the homestead.
He married a Miss Wilson, and after her death Helen
Hoi comb. His children are John M., Flora, and
Estella.

Nathaniel married Mary Phillips and settled at
Woodville. His children were Elias P., Horatio N.,
Elias P. married Lavinia Skid ;
Samuel, and Asher.
Horatio N. married Margaret Reed; Samuel married
Catharine Larrison ; and Asher married Emma Larrison.

Among the settlers were Jesse Atchley, from Cran
bury (Middlesex County), father of Edward, Thomas,
Levi, Asher, Daniel, and Jesse Atchley; Jonathan

Furman, ancestor of Theophilus Furman ; Samuel
Hunt; Thomas Hoff; Charles Hoff; Francis Vannoy ; John Phillips, from Lawrence, a resident at
Pleasant Valley ; John Ketcham,
father of Levi,
grandfather of Enoch, and great - grandfather
of
Joshua, Enoch, and William S. Ketcham ; Robert
Blackwell, whose sons Francis and Thomas were the
ancestors of the many of the name in the township;
Crynance Vancleve, father of Col. John, and great
grandfather of John S. Vancleve ; Robert Drake ;
Andrew Morgan ; Thomas Roberts ; John Field ;
Joshua Bunn ; John Bainbridge, son of John Bain
bridge, of Lawrence ; William Bryant ; John Reed ;
Edmund and Philip Palmer; Abraham Pittinger ;
Josiah Beakes ; John Davison ; the Bakers ; Robert
Lanning ; Joseph Burroughs, son of John B. Bur
roughs, of Ewing; William Cornell, who had five
sons, Smith, William, John, Edward, and Benja
min.
One of the latter's descendants was Samuel C.
His old homestead is occupied by William
Cornell.
Cornell Lewis, another descendant.
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The following-named persons were subscribers of
money in 1731 for the purchase of a parsonage for
the pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Maidenhead
and Hopewell :
Timothy Titus.
William Lawrence.
Thomas Burrowes, Jr.
John Barnes.
Cornelius Anderson.
Benjamin Severance.
Francis "Vannoy.
Jonathan Moore.
Edmund Palmer.
Alexander Scott.
Edward Hunt.
Thomas Hendrick.
Robert Akers.
Peter LaRue.
John Fidler.
Andrew Melbourne.
Roger Woolverton.
Benjamin Wilcocks.
Johannes Hendrickson.
Henry Oxley.
Roger Parke.
John Parke.

Ralph Hunt.
Joseph Hart.
Abraham Anderson.
Barth. Anderson.
Joseph Price.
Ephraim Titus.
Bobert Blackwell.
Ralph Hunt, Jr.
Richard Bryant.
Jonathan Stout.
Jonas Wood.
Thomas Read.
John Hunt.
Jonathan Furman.
Samuel Furman.
John Carpenter.
Samuel Hunt.
Nathaniel Moore.
GeorgeWoolsey.
Jonathan Wright.
Caleb Carman.
Elnathan Baldwin.

The persons mentioned below were subscribers to
the pastor's salary in 1769
Ralph Hart.
Joseph Moore.
David Adair.
Amos Moore.
John Moore.
Joseph Hart.
John Welling, Jr.
Theo's Bainbridge.
Miss Ringoe.
Nathaniel Moore.
John Carpenter.
Timothy Hunt.
Moore Scott,
FoBter Burrowes.
Henry Mershon.
Jeremiah Woolsey.
Ralph Hart.
Nathan Moore.
Stephen Burrowes.
Andrew Muirheid.
Asa'h Hunt.
Wm. Bryant.
William Burk.
Andrew Hoff.
Edward Cornell.
Benjamin Titue.
John Ketcham.
Edward Hunt, Sr.
Ephraim TituB.
Job Burrowes.
Stephen Burrowes, Jr.
Wm. Campbell.
George Huss.
Theophilus Moore.
Joseph Baldwin.
Thomas Baldwin.
Robert Combes.
Henry Baker.
Noah Hart.
Amos Hart.

Matthias Baker.
Jacob Ashton.
Joseph Vankirk.
Reuben Armitage.
John Hart.
Richard Hart.
Martha Lanning.
John Temple.
Nathaniel Reed.
Philip Roberts.
Samuel Hart.
GershomMoore.
Naomi Reed.
Noah Hunt.
Samuel Titus.
Nathan Hunt.
Edmund Herin.
John Baker.
Thomas Houghton.
¦
Lott.
William Cornell.
Josiah Hart.
Timothy Smith.
Simeon Phillips.
Seth Field.
Daniel Howell.
John Akers.
Joseph Titus.
Edward Hunt.
John Hunt.
Robert Laning.
Ralph Laning.
John Titus.
Benjamin Cornell.
Joshua Bunn.
James Hart.
Catharine Christopher.
Thomas Blackwell.
Joseph Burrowes.
Job Sayer.

Hopewell in the Revolution.— This township en
tered with patriotic and self-sacrificing spirit upon
the work of maintaining the liberties of the country
in 1776. Three companies of men were raised, of

which the names of officers and men are here re
corded. They were Revolutionary soldiers worthy of
a lasting record :
lat Company. — Capt. Henry Phillips, of Hopewell,

Lieut. Nathaniel Hunt, 2d Lieut. Daniel How
Timothy Titus ; John Hunt, inn-keeper,
Pennington ; Levi Hart, William Larrison, Roger
Larrison, Daniel Campbell, Zebulon Burrowes, Elias
Golden, John Field, Jacob Moore, John Muirheid,
Jonathan Muirheid, George Muirheid, William
Moore, Nathaniel Hart, Titus Hart, Godfrey Cham
berlain, Noah Chamberlain, Henry Burrowes, Joseph
Smith (Tim's son), Andrew Smith (Tim's), John
Cornell, Samuel Ege, Jacob Ege, Joseph Smith (Jona
than's), Jonathan Smith, Andrew Hoff, Jacob Hoff,
Abraham Golden, Jonathan Bunn, Col. John Van
cleve, Ezekiel Rose, Moore Scott, William Muirheid,
Levi Atchley, Jonathan Stout, Andrew Stout, John
Knowles, Anthony Burrowes, Uriel Titus (camp
fever), Peter Lott, William Smith, Edmund Phillips,
Andrew Phillips, Lott Phillips, Thomas Atchley.
2d Company. — Capt. Joab Houghton, 1st Lieut.
Ralph Guild, 2d Lieut. William Parkes, Ensign
1st

ell, Ensign

Timothy Brush, Overbrook; John Herin, Gershom
Herin, William Stout, Francis Vanney, John Vanney, Samuel Stout (weaver), James Hunt, William
Jewell, Jesse Stout, Andrew Morgan, Benjamin Mor
gan, Thomas Yates, Jacob Blackwell, Andrew Blackwell, Benjamin Blackwell, William Golden, David
Hunt, Johnson Titus, Solomon Titus, Enoch Armi
tage, John Vankirk, Josiah Vankirk, John Hunt
(Nathan's son), Stephen Hunt.
3d Company. — Capt. John Hunt, 1st Lieut. Ralph
Lanning, 2d Lieut. Henry Merson, Ensign Stephen
Burrowes ; William Bainbridge,
John Bainbridge,
Ralph Hunt (son of Edward, died in the prisonship), Elijah Moore, Amos Lanning, William Moore,
John Temple, Nathaniel Temple, Ephraim Woolsey,
Joseph Inslee, Timothy Mershon, Philip Hart, Abner

Hart, Edmund Roberts, Jesse Moore, Edward Atch
ley, Levi Ketcham, Ely Moore, Moses Moore, Samuel
Beakes, William Baker, Joseph Burroughs (camp
fever), James Burrowes (River road).
George Muirheid (aged seventeen), Uriel Titus,
John Stevenson, and John Taylor went to Elizabethtown during the war on services alone. Col. Seeley
was in command, and refused them pay and rations,
but finally attached them to Capt. Updike's company.

They served out for their month in twenty days, and
were honorably discharged.
Deacon James Hunt
was a brave soldier, killed a British soldier half a mile
west of Pennington in 1776. Benjamin Mershon saw
a British soldier enter Thomas Burrowes' house, and
having laid his gun by the fence, followed him in and
took the soldier's gun from him, and took him pris
oner. On the morning of Dec. 26, 1776, John Muir

John Guild, and David Lanning escorted Gen.
Washington and his army from the Eight-mile Ferry
to the north end of Trenton.
heid,
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During a portion of the struggle the residents of
the township were in constant fear, and at times they
sought safety beyond its limits. Rev. Mr. Guild was
obliged to escape with his children and take refuge
for several weeks with a family named Slack, in Bucks
County, Pa., while the enemy had possession of the
His house was broken open by red-coat in
church.
vaders, who destroyed his books and papers.
The church was used by British soldiers as a bar
racks, the seats were hacked in pieces in cutting meat
on them, and the sacrilege was completed by breaking
the top of the communion-table
an English firelock.

by a heavy blow with

The patriot, John Hart, one of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence, has been previously re
" New Jersey Historical Collec
ferred to. In the
tions"
appeared
the following concerning him,
(1844)
which is well worthy insertion :
" John Habt, Esq., a signer
of the Declaration of
was a native of Hopewell ; he was a
Independence,
deputy from Hunterdon County in the Provincial
Congress of 1775, and a member of the Committee of
Safety, and in 1776 was a, member of the Continental
Congress. Soon after the declaration of independ
New Jersey became the theatre of war. The
progress of the British troops was marked by rapine
and wanton destruction of property.
The children of

ence,

Mr. Hart

from insult by retiring from the
of the troops, leaving the farm and

escaped

neighborhood

stock to be pillaged

and destroyed by the Hessians.
Mrs. Hart, at this time, was afflicted with a disorder
which prevented her removal, and which terminated

in her death. Mr. Hart was driven from the bedside
of his dying partner, and hunted through the woods
'
and among the hills.
While Washington's army was
dwindling down to a mere handful, this old man was
carrying his gray hairs and infirmities about from cot
tage to cottage, and from cave to cave, while his farm
his property plundered, his family af
flicted and dispersed; he was, through sorrow, hu
and suffering, wearing out his bodily
miliation,
strength, and hastening the approach of decrepitude
was pillaged,

and death.

Yet he never despaired, never repented

the course he had taken.'
At one time, being sorely
for a safe night's lodging, and being unknown,

pressed

of a dog.
a bright example of patriotism

he was obliged to share the accommodations

He died

. . . leaving

and devotion to his

country."

From the same source is the following :
"Col. Joab Houghton, an active partisan officer of
He
the Revolution, was a native of this township.
lived in the northeastern part, in the house now
occupied by Mr. William Suydam, and died in
(1844)
that occupied by Mr. Joseph Swain. While this part
of New Jersey was overrun by the British and Hes

sians, there were but few hardy enough to oppose
parties that were daily
even the small marauding
plundering for the British camp. Nearly the whole
of the active population had left their homes, some
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with the army under Washington, and some to a
place of safety. Pennington was occupied by the
British troops, and the inhabitants who remained,
being aged, were peaceable, and lay at the mercy of
these plunderers.
Col. Houghton being at that time
at home, word was brought to him by night that the
neighborhood

of Moore's mill had been visited by
the enemy, and that they would probably be out the
next day. Early next morning, Col. Houghton col
lected a few of his neighbors, and placed himself on

the point of a neighboring mountain, which over
country.
the surrounding
Presently he saw

looked

the party, who entered a house near by where Col.

Houghton and his men were stationed, after stacking
their guns on the outside. The colonel and his men
now rushed from their hiding-place, seized first the
arms, and then their owners —a Hessian sergeant and
twelve men — whom they found regaling themselves
in the cellar with metheglin.
Col. Houghton re
mained in the field during the war, after which he
was a member of the Legislature from Hunterdon
County.
He was a member of the First Baptist
Church, and died at an advanced age about the year
1795."
Abraham Golden, who lived on the farm now of
A. S. Holcombe, was taken out of bed by British sol
diers and conveyed to Long Island, and there con
fined in a prison-ship, where he died.
Civil History. — In previous pages is presented

of interest concerning the organization of
Hopewell township that has been elicited as the result
of diligent inquiry. Could they have been found, the
earliest records of Hopewell would no doubt have
yielded much valuable data. No minutes of the town
everything

ship committee previous to 1817 are to be found, and
those since that date are so incomplete that the fol
lowing is as complete a civil list as can be compiled
from their pages:
TOWNSHIP
David Stout, 1817-19,1824-25.
John Carpenter,1820-22.
Daniel G. Howell, 1823.
Isaac Walling, 1826-27.
Nathaniel Smith, 1828-30.
Joseph Burroughs, 1834-35,1837,
1839-41.
Josiah Hart, 1S38.
Lewis Stout, 1842.
I
Stephen B. Smith, 1843-44.
!
1845-53.
Wiley,
N.
D.
TOWNSHIP

CLERKS.
Ephriam Wooley, 1854-57.
GeorgeCorwin, 1858.

J. H.Titus,

1859.
Israel Hart, 1860-63,1866.
Charles J. Steele,1864-65,1867.
Joseph N.Conrad, 1868.
Samuel H. Chatten, 1869-70.
V. A. Hart, 1871-78.
Edgar Hart, 1879-80.
Frederick E. Blackwell, 1881.

COMMITTEE.

George Muirheid, 1817-19.
Joseph Phillips, 1817-20.
Levi Atchley, 1817-19,1823-25.
Samuel Titus, 1817-22.
David Stout, 1817-25.
Daniel G. Howell, 1820-23.
John Carpenter, 1820-22.
Ephraim Koberts, 1821-26.
Benjamin Van Cleve, 1823-25,1827
-30, 1833-42.
Isaac Welling, 1824-27.
John West, 1826-28.

Andrew Titus, 1826,1834-38.
Nathaniel Smith, 1827-30.
Aaron Hart, 1828-30.
Jonathan Blackwell, 1828-32.
John Weart, 1829-30,1832-42
John Dilts, 1831-32.
Jeremiah Vandyke, 1831-37,1843
51.
Benjamin Lewis, 1831.
Ira Jewell, 1831-32.
Benjamin Hill, 1833.
Amos Hart, 1833.

•
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Joseph Burroughs, 1834-41.
Henry Blackwell, 1838-40.
Josiah Hart, 1838-42.
Lewis Stout, 1841-42.
John Savage,1842.
Reuben Golden, 1843-51.
Westley A. Hunt, 1843-46.
Stephen B. Smith, 1843-51.
George Woolsey, 1843-44.
TheodoreHoff, 1845-49,1851-52.
Aaron S. Vandike, 1847-51.
Levi T. Atchley, 1852-54.
Charles Fish, 1852-54.
George B. Cook, 1852-54.
Philemon Waters, 1852-56.
Wilson Atchley, 1853-56.
Uriel B. Titus, 1855-57.
Jeninah Stout, 1855.
Benjamin B. Drake, 1855-56.
Benjamin F. Holcombe, 1856-58.
Alfred W. Smith, 1857.
Peter V. Drake, 1857-59.
John V. Terhune, 1857-63.
Charles Drake, 1858-59.
Joseph Abbott, 1859.
Patrick Eiley, 1859.
John Conrad, 1860-64,1870-73.
William Fleming, 1860-64.

Anthony Reed, 1860-61.
Elias Keed, 1860-63.
Elias Farley, 1862-63.
William L. Titus, 1864-68.
Jaques W. Voorhees,1864-69..
Alexander Nelson, 1864.
Levi C. VoorheeB,1865-67.
Joseph Abbott, 1865.
Horatio N. Burroughs, 1865-68.
Augustus T. Ege, 1866-69.
William P. Mannor, 1868-69.
Isaac Farley, 1869-73.
Charles T. Blackwell, 1869-70.
Charles W. Bateman, 1870-72.
Amos Skid, 1870-73.
John S. Atchley, 1871-76.
Samuel B. Ketchum, 1874.
Hezekiah Anderson, 1874-76.
Isaac Home, 1874-76.
Ealph Ege, 1874-76.
John Fleming, 1875-81.
Cornelius Rose, 1877-78.
Abner B. Tomlinson, 1877.
A. L.Holmes, 1877-81.
Ruben Titus, 1877.
Ira J. Blackwell, 1878-81.
Joseph Scott,1878.

COLLECTORS.
James Stevenson, 1817-24, 182930.
George W. Smith, 1825-28,183031.
William Rasco,1837,1843.
Charles Hoff, 1838-42.
C. W. Stout, 1845^47.
George Cowine, 1849-51.

C. T. Blackwell, 1853-54,1856-57.
Enoch H. Drake, 1858-59,1872-73.
Horatio N. Burroughs, 1860-63.
George T. Hart, 1866-71.
Israel P. Lane, 1874-76.
Ira Stout, 1878-80.
J. Britton Hill, 1881.

Villages and Hamlets. — Pennington.— July

12,

hundred acres of land were sold to Jo
hannes Lawrenson, of Maidenhead, by Thomas Revell,
agent of the West Jersey Society.
Lawrenson con
veyed his title to Richbell Mott, May 14, 1700, and
1797, thirteen

Mott sold out his claim Nov. 11, 1708, to John Corn
wall, John Mott, Nathaniel Moore, and Thomas Read.
It is on this section of land that the village of Pen
nington was built, measuring about a mile and threeeighths north and south, and from east to west em
bracing about two square miles.
The first name of the village was Queenstown,

which was given it in honor of Queen Anne. Later
it was by some, in derision of its comparative insig
nificance, Pennytown, and as early as 1747 it began
to be called Pennington.
The pioneer merchant

is believed to have been
Smith, who had a store here about 1725, and
perhaps earlier.
John Carpenter kept store in the
building now opposite the Presbyterian Church as

John

He was succeeded by John D. Hart,
early as 1800.
in 1825, who admitted Henry Baker to partnership
in the concern in 1835. Some years afterward Hart
withdrew

from the firm, and was succeeded by C.

L.

Wynkoop. Baker soon sold his interest to Wynkoop,

who after some years took in Benjamin Holt as a
partner. The latter withdrew in two years, and Wyn
sold the establishment to Holmes & Martin.
Two years later this firm separated, Holmes removing

koop

J. P. Martin carried on the business
The store was
his death about ten years later.
reopened by Benjamin Blackwell, who was succeeded

to Cranbury.

till

by Wickoff & Bunn. This firm was in existence about
five years, when Mr. Bunn withdrew from the enter
prise.
Four years later Wickoff sold out to Emmet
Blackwell, who in about three years was succeeded
by Charles T. Blackwell, the present proprietor.
Tumbleson & Welling were merchants four or five
years.
In 1843, Augustus A. Frisbee bought a cabinetmaking business of Titus & Bunn, and converted it
into a general store. Five years later he was suc
ceeded by his son, Joseph A. Frisbee, and he seven
teen years later by his son, George H. Frisbee, the
present proprietor.

In 1839, Andrew B. Drake erected a building, in
which he traded until 1842, when he was succeeded
by William Owens, who sold out to John Muirheid
in 1844. In 1849, Augustus A. Frisbee became MuirIn 1852 he disposed of his interest
heid's partner.
in the business, and the style of the firm was changed
from Muirheid & Frisbee to Muirheid & Ogden. In
Two
1854 it was changed to Muirheid & Silvers.
Muirheid became sole proprietor,
and so continued until 1858, when he sold the estab
lishment to Muirheid & Gray, who have continued
the business to the present time.
years later John

John Bullman kept a public-house on Main Street,
in Pennington, prior to the Revolution. John Hunt
kept the same house in 1825, and was succeeded by
Philemon Blackwell, who did the honors of the place
only about a year. This building has several times
been renovated, and had numerous occupants at one
It is now occupied by Poe Reed,
time and another.
who keeps a restaurant in a portion of it. A hotel
was built on Delaware Avenue at an early date and
first kept by John Bullen, who occupied it many
years. The present hotel, on Main Street, is kept by
the widow of George W. Matthew, and is known
An eating-house on Main
as the Matthew House.
Street is kept by Mrs. Noah V. C. Woolsey.

The first druggist was Rev. William McLenahan.
The present druggist is John M. Titus.
The first cabinet-maker was Joseph Bunn, who
began business about 1820.
In 1840 he took in a
partner, and the establishment was owned by Titus &
Bunn three years, and by them sold in 1843 to
Augustus A. Frisbee, who converted it into a general
store. John C. Titus opened a cabinet-shop about
1841, and in a few years was succeeded by Daniel C.
Titus, who continues the business. Ralph Hart is
also engaged in this branch of industry.
Henry Simons was the first blacksmith, about 1800.
Josiah Baldwin, George Lanning, and James R.
Bergen are blacksmiths

and wheelwrights.

The earliest remembered postmaster was Joseph
Bunn, who kept the post-office in his cabinet-shop.
Among others who have held the office may be men-
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Dr. Henry P. Welling, who kept the postin his house, J. P. Martin, Ripley T. Martin,
and William B. Curlis, who was appointed in 1861,

tioned
office

and has served continuously since.
M. & W. L. Taylor established a lumber-yard

in
They were succeeded by Drake & Buckman,
from whom the business passed in 1876 to Lewis &
Buckman, who in 1881 were succeeded by Clarkson,
Knowles & Co., who removed the enterprise from the
old yard on the old Mercer and Somerset Railroad to
the present yard on the Delaware and Bound Brook
Railroad, and deal in lumber, hay, grain, sand, coal,
1872.

and produce.

About sixty years ago Amos Lanning had

a

tailor

ing shop in Pennington. He was succeeded by Wil
liam B. Curlis, who in 1861 entered the army, leaving
the business in the hands of Joshua Allen, who car
ried it on until 1865, since when it has been conducted
by the firm of Curlis & Allen.
About 1864, Joseph B. Wiggins began the manu
facture of cigars, which he has continued to the
present. Another cigar-factory was opened in 1881
by David Chatten, Jr.
A decorative establishment

825

by Dr. Henry W. Blatchley, who
was very successful, and soon sent to New York for
his brother Absalom, a law student, who dropped
For
Blackstone and took up the study of physic.
years these two were among the most prominent

and was followed

physicians
lucrative

in the county, and enjoyed a large and
practice.
Dr. Lewis Sprenge practiced

Welling,'

1825-32, and was succeeded by Dr. Henry P.
Dr.
who has practiced continuously
fifty years.
James B. McNair began practice in 1834, and was
succeeded by Dr.
mained till 1855.

John H. Phillips in

1840, who re

The present resident practitioners
are Drs. H. P. and Edward L. Welling, and Drs.
Israel and Edgar Hart.
Hopewell. — Hopewell village is situated in the

part of the township, and contains two
stores, three blacksmith-shops, one wheelwright-shop,
one harness-shop, a saw- and feed-mill, four churches,
northeast

a female seminary, a public school, a drug-store, three
physicians, a lawyer, a newspaper, a shoe-shop, three
halls, an agricultural store, a hotel, a saloon, and a
livery-stable.
The population is four hundred and
two.

was started in 1881 by
Muirheid & Lewis. It is located on Delaware Avenue,
and all kinds of pottery ware from potteries at Tren
ton here receive those final touches which add so

Peter Gordon kept a store here, in the last century,
for a few years. His successor was John, known as
" Priest," Blackwell, prior to 1800. Blackwell kept
his store in an old-fashioned building, well remem

greatly to their desirability in the market.
Meat-markets
are kept by Benjamin Taylor and
A tinner's business is conducted by
Liscomb Stout.

bered by some of the oldest residents of the township,
for about twenty years, and sold it to Dr. G. W. Case,
who occupied it as a dwelling until 1830, when he

Nathaniel Reed.
Mercer County Mutual Fire Insurance Com
pany, — An act of the Council and General Assembly
of the State, passed in 1844, constituted Henry P.
Welling, Henry Higgins, Stephen B. Smith, D. B.
Skillman, John Conrad, Esq., Benjamin Muirheid,
Ephraim Woolsey, Benjamin Vancleve, Jeremiah
Vandike, Joshua Bunn, Isaac Welling, D. N. Wiley,
Aaron W. Stout, and others, their associates, succes
sors, and assigns, a body corporate and politic by the
name of "The Mercer County Mutual Fire Insurance

built a more convenient residence. David Blackwell
opened a store in 1806, and kept it thirty-five years.
He was succeeded by Ralph Knowles, and he in 1870

Company."

In 1882 the directors were as follows : Henry P.
Welling, president; J. G. Muirheid, J. Moore Phil
lips, Enoch H. Drake, Charles Fish, J. C. Norris, and
Edward Howe, of Mercer County; Clayton A. Black,
Joseph Wills, and Charles Remine, of Burlington
County ; N. S. Rue, of Monmouth County ; J. H.
Voorhees, of Somerset County ; and C. F. Fisher, of
William B. Curlis was secretary.
Hunterdon County.
The village contains three churches, one hotel, a
lumber- and coal-yard, three general stores, three
blacksmith- and wheelwright-shops,
two meat-mar
kets, three undertaking establishments, two furniturestores, a tailor-shop, a fire insurance company, and
of
three seminaries, and a permanent population
about seven hundred.
Among the early physicians who located in Pen
nington was Dr. Woodruff,

who practiced some years,

by Nelson D. Blackwell, the present proprietor.
Jonathan V. Blackwell built a store on Main Street
About ten years later he was succeeded
about 1863.
by John Q. McPherson, who sold the business to the
present proprietors, Halcomb Brothers, in 1880.
The post-office was established July 4, 1825, with

George Blackwell as postmaster. His successors have
James Ewing (in 1861),
been Stephen Blackwell,
Charles Chatten (in 1868), and the present postmaster,
H. V. D. Voorhees (in 1872).
Prior to 1800, Benjamin Blackwell kept a public-

About that date he was suc
house in the village.
ceeded by his son, Daniel Blackwell, who was the
village landlord till 1840, when the house was con
verted into a dwelling.
The present hotel was

a dwelling up to 1821, when
was remodeled by Col. Ira Stout, and opened as a
public-house by his son, Simpson Stout, who was suc
It thereafter
ceeded by George Blackwell in 1825.
had many owners and occupants until 1869, when it

it

passed into the hands of the present proprietor,

Ed

ward M. Phillips.
Dr. George W. Case was the earliest resident phy
He came
sician of whom any knowledge is extant.
about 1800, and practiced forty years. Dr. D. Y. Hyde
came about 1856, and practiced

until his death, ten
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Dr. McDuffee was a resident physician
about five years, and was succeeded about 1870 by
Dr. J. A. Miller. Dr. R. M. Rankin has lived and
practiced his profession here about five years, and Dr.

Baker about four years.
The first harness-maker to set up a shop in Hope
well was Stephen Blackwell. His successors in the
business have been Thomas Skillman, Sheppard &
Pittenger, William Pittenger, C. W. Sheppard, and
J. C. Harrison, who has conducted it since 1872.
Smith L. Scudder is a well-remembered shoemaker,
who was the village Crispin until 1859, in which year
James L. Ewing opened his shop. The latter and
Nelson D. Blackwell are the present representatives
of this trade.
James M. Stout was the first man who set up his
forge and anvil in the village.
He began business in
E.1 C.

In a short time the
1842, employing a blacksmith.
shop was sold to Spencer S. Weart, who tore it down.
The next shop was built by Enoch H. Drake, who
hired a blacksmith.
He was succeeded by Benjamin
S. Lee, who bought the property, and later sold it to
E. D. Wood, who leases it to George Staples, its
present occupant.
A shop owned by Miss Martha
Phillips is occupied by S. S. Ege. The shop of Westley B. Merrill was opened in 1881.
About 1800 the first wheelwright-shop was opened
by Benjamin Merrill, who continued the business till
about 1846.
Enoch H. Drake built a shop about 1852.
He was succeeded by Benjamin S. Lee, and the latter
by E. D. Wood, the present owner.
The first drug-store was opened in 1874 by Farley
Taylor, and after a few years passed into the possession

of Messrs. S. A. & S. Sexton, who discontinued busi
ness in 1882.
The drug-store of Dr. E. C. Baker was
established in 1878.
John S. Vandike, attorney, began practicing his
profession in Hopewell in 1879.
The Hopewell Herald.
(See page 545.)
Titusville. — Titusville is a village on the Dela
ware River, in the southwestern part of the town
ship.
It derived its name from Joseph Titus, who
owned the land upon which it is built, and who'was
the first merchant there. He began trading at a com
paratively early date, and was succeeded in turn by
Schenck & Young, Titus, Hoff & Nevins, Hoff &
Nevins, Nevins & Van Cleef, and John Hoff, who
went out of business a little less than thirty years
ago.
About 1850, Hoff & Nevins moved into a new
store, which was built in that year, on the opposite
side of the street from the old stand, by Peter A. Van
Cleef, who later had an interest in the business.
In
1855 this building was converted into a hotel.
The
firm of Ege & Stout opened a store in the old build

ing soon after it was vacated by the firm above men
tioned, and were succeeded by Ege & Van Cleef, they
by Ege & Quick, they by John Sargent, he by Pear
son & Hart, they by B. Matthews, he by W. H. Snoak
& Son, and they by Alfred W. Smith, the present oc

In 1858, Hart & Ege built a store,
in which they traded until 1860, when they were suc
ceeded by Hart & Farley. After the death of Mr.
Hart the business passed into the hands of his partner, who was succeeded by Farley Brothers, who
cupant, in 1874.

years later.

!

Samuel Halcombe
ceased business some years ago.
established a trade in the same building shortly after
wards, and in 1881 sold to Hoppock & Trimmer.
A post-office was established many years ago. The
present postmaster,
sioned in 1874.

Alfred W. Smith, was commis

The hotel mentioned above, which from 1850 to
building, was opened in 1855 by Ben
jamin Burrows.
It has had numerous occupants. It
is now owned by Hoppock Brothers, and managed by
1855 was a store

Henry C. Savage. It is known as the Delaware
House.
The Riverview House was built in 1878 by
C. H. Swift, who has occupied it continuously since.
In 1860, Jesse A. Holcombe established himself in

the harness-making business, which he has continued.
Among the early blacksmiths was Joshua Perrine,
who built a shop in 1845, which changed occupants
as once a year, until it was purchased by
George H. Smith, the present blacksmith, in 1862.

as often

of David H. Hunt was
v The wheelwright-shop
Amos Harbourt, another
erected by him in 1862.
wheelwright, began business in 1880.
The following-named physicians have from time to

time resided in the village : Drs. Twining, J. W. Rob
inson, Lyman Leavitt, George W. Copeland, John
Meeser, and Henry H. A. Neel, now a resident prac
titioner.
The village contains two churches, two hotels, two
two
stores, one harness- shop, one blacksmith-shop,

a post-office, a flouring-mill, a
wheelwright-shops,
school-house, and a population of three hundred.

Mount Rose. — This village, located in the eastern
part of the township, contains one store, a post-office,
a blacksmith-shop,
a wheelwright-shop,
a shoe-shop,
a harness-shop, a distillery, an agricultural implement
It was named by
warehouse, and twenty dwellings.
Ralph Sansbury,
neighborhood.1

formerly

a school-teacher

in the

Richard Stout

was the first mer
chant.
He built a store, and began trade about 1822.
About 1832 he was succeeded by Josiah Cook and John
Savidge.
Cook & Savidge were succeeded about two
years later by Elias Griggs, and he about 1850 by

Paul M. Tolan. About 1854 the enterprise passed
into the hands of Philemon Golden, and about 1858
into those of the present proprietor, Reuben Savidge,
who in 1868 removed the old store and built the one
he has since occupied.
In 1835, Alexander Waters
built a hotel, which, after being kept two years, was
converted into a dwelling.
The post-office was established thirty years ago or
more.

The first postmaster was Josiah Cook.

The

1 Name derived from the beautiful roseswhich surrounded the home
steadof Maj. Houghton, an elevatedresidenceonthe edgeof the village.
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present incumbent

of the office is Reuben Savidge,
who has served continuously twenty years.
Thomas Reed was the first wheelwright.
He has
been succeeded by Benjamin Vankirk, James Robin
Titus Drake, Isaiah Lee, and the present repre
sentative of the craft, Spencer Updike. Benjamin
Vankirk built a blacksmith-shop
about 1849, and
Thomas Reed became the first blacksmith, working
therein until he made way for the first of a number
of successors, the last of whom was Samuel V. Lee,
the present owner of the shop, who took possession
son,

about ten years ago.

In 1828, Josiah Cook began business as a shoe
maker, in which he continued until 1880.
The shoeshop of Reuben Savidge was opened by him in 1842.
Azariah Titus was the first harness maker who plied
He began in 1876, and still continues.
The distillery of Nathaniel H. Drake was early es
tablished by members of his family. A distillery was
erected by Theodore H. Reed in 1880.
Alfred Drake has dealt in agricultural implements
his trade here.

since 1872.

Woodville. — Woodville is a hamlet near the
northern boundary of the township.
A hotel was erected by Titus Ege about 1832. It
was kept for a time by tenants, and later by the owner,
It is now
who converted it into a dwelling in 1852.
The Woodville
the residence of Augustus T. Ege.
Mountain House was built in 1854 by Abraham A.
Darling, who has since kept it.
Joseph Wood, from whom the place derived its
After some years he
name, opened the first store.
The building was sub
was succeeded by John Hill.
sequently torn down, and the hotel was built on its
site.
A store was opened by Nelson Ege about 1852.
He was succeeded in turn by Theodore Silvers, Sam
uel Halcombe, Hal combe & Rue, Rue & Taylor, John
Riley, Liscomb Stout, and John Phillips.
in
Abraham
Darling erected a blacksmith-shop
1848, and in 1858 sold it to William Scudder, who
E.
has continued the business to the present time.
" smithy'' about 1877, and rented
Snoak built a second
it to Francis Runyan.
The first wheelwright was Elijah Ege, who built a
shop about 1840, and carried on a general manufac
turing and repairing business many years. The pres
ent wheelwright, Jacob Williamson, began business in
1857.

The first postmaster was Joseph Wood. The pres
J. R. Phillips.
Dr. William Jenney began the practice of his pro
fession in Woodville in 1856, and continued it until
Dr. A. W. Armitage was a resident physician
1869.
ent one is

for some years until 1877, when he was succeeded by

Dr. Joseph T. Laning.
Woodville is pleasantly

located, and contains
a
a hotel, two blacksmith-shops,
post-office.
and
store
-wheelwright-shop, and a
Marshall's Corners.— Marshall's Corners is a
twelve dwellings,
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hamlet containing a store, a blacksmith-shop, a wheel
wright-shop, and eight dwellings, northeast of the
centre of the township.
It was named in honor of

William Marshall, who was
1833 to 1839.

a merchant there from
predecessor was Joseph G. Hunt,
He was succeeded by George W. Smith.

His

in 1828-32.
In 1840, William Dean succeeded Smith, and traded
until 1843, when Peter Ferris, the present merchant,
bought him out.

Harborton. — Harborton, in

the west part of the

township, at the crossing of two highways, contains
a store and post-office, a church, and four dwellings.
The pioneer merchant was Henry Rosseau, who
opened a store as early as 1829, and traded until 1837,
when he was succeeded by William Roscoe, who, in
John Harbor,
to Silas Lawrence.
from' whom the locality is said to have received its
1874, gave place

name, built a house here as early as 1768, which,
after a time, passed into other hands and was converted
into a tavern, which Joseph Burrowes kept a few

finally closed. About 1820, Isaac
About 1826 he was suc
a tavern.
ceeded by Ira S. Williamson. About ten years later
Jacob Hoff became the landlord. In 1837 or 1838 he
was succeeded by Samuel S. Cornell, who soon aban

years,

but

was

Williamson kept

doned the enterprise.
A quarter of a mile from Harborton are the wheel
wright-shop of William S. Hunt, established thirty
years ago, and the blacksmith-shop
of George W.

Kelly, opened in 1849.
The post-office was established in 1875, with Silas
Lawrence as postmaster. He has held the office con
tinuously since.
Stoutsburg. — This is a small hamlet, containing
a wheel
a hotel, a post-office, a blacksmith-shop,
It is
wright-shop, and about half a dozen dwellings.
located on the eastern border of the township, mostly
It was formerly called Dogin Somerset County.

town.

A store was kept there as early as 1812 by Abra
ham and Richard Stout, in whose honor the locality
was named. They were succeeded about 1815 by
In
Stout & Anderson, Richard Stout withdrawing.
1819 this firm sold out to Daniel Amerman, and he,
about three years later, to Daniel Thorne, who con
verted the building into a hotel, which is now kept
and wheel
by F. W. Pittinger. The blacksmithing
wright interests are represented respectively by W.

A. Simmons and M. F. Perrine. Dr. James H. Bald
win for many years was the practicing physician in
this neighborhood.

Educational.— The First Baptist Academy in
America. — In 1756 the academy at Hopewell was
opened under the care of the Rev. Isaac Eaton, who
was likewise pastor of the Baptist Church in that
" Be it added to Mr. Eaton's honor," said
town.
Morgan Edwards, thirty-five years later, " that he was
the first man among American Baptists to set up a
ministry."
school for the education of youths for the
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This first Baptist Academy on the. continent was the
cradle of Brown University, and was the first link in
the chain of our institutions of learning.
It was in existence and rendered service from 1756
to 1767.
In 1762 the Philadelphia Association wrote
of it to the Baptists of England : " Some of the
churches are now destitute, but we have a prospect of
supplies, partly by means of a Baptist Academy lately
set up. This infant seminary is yet weak, having no
more than twenty-four pounds a year towards its sup
port. Should it be in your power to favor this school
any way, we presume you will be pleased to know

A

few books proper for such a school, or a
small apparatus, or some pieces of apparatus are
more immediately wanted, and not to be had in these
parts."
how.

With the rise of the college in Rhode

Island, this

academy went down. It ceased its work in 1767. To
permit its decline was a serious error, which a century
has not repaired. When it had gone down, the Rhode

Island College, offspring of

hopes, had no
academy to which to look for Baptist candidates for
the ministry, and few such candidates found their
way to it for a long period thereafter.
so many

Morgan Edwards looked back to this academy as
one of the rnagnalia of our people. It had touched
and blessed every department of intellectual life and
following,"
influence.
"The
he says, "are the names

of the divines who received the first rudiments of
learning at this academy, viz. : James Manning, D.D.,
and president of Rhode Island College ; Samuel Jones,
D.D., Hezekiah Smith, A.M. (D.D.), David Thomas,
A.M., Isaac Skillman, A.M. (D.D.), John Davis, A.M.
(dead), William Williams, A.M., Robert Keith, A.M.,
Charles Thompson, A.M., David Jones, A.M., also
Rev. Messrs. John Sutton, David Sutton, James Tal
bot, John Blackwell, Joseph Powell, William Worth,
and Levi Bonnell."
More than a century has elapsed since this modest
How imperishable have
academy ceased its work.
been its influences, and how have those influences
diffused and multiplied themselves in the best forms
of intellectual
gospel !

life and energy, sanctified

by the

The Public Schools.— Early public

schools were
supported by the payment of tuition, and did not dif
fer materially from our modern select schools. They
were kept open quite irregularly, and the course of
study varied with the whims or the capacity of the
successive teachers.
Under the provisions of the public school laws of
the State of New Jersey, the township is divided into
fourteen school districts, known and numbered as
follows :
Pleasant

Tidd's,

The following statistics show the status of the
schools in Hopewell for the school year ending Aug.
31, 1880 :

Total amount received from all sources for public
school purposes, $4914.99,; value of school property,
$14,800 ; number of children of the school age in
the township, 1268; average number of months
schools were kept open, 9.9 ; number of children en
in the schools, 892 ; average number who at
tended schools during the time they were kept open,
rolled

390 ; estimated number who attended private schools,
95 ; estimated number who attended

no school, 291 ;
number of teachers employed, 8 males and 10 females;
average salary per month, males $30.47, females
$28.46.

The Pennington Seminary. — The

Pennington

Seminary and Female Collegiate Institute of the New
Jersey Annual Conference of the Methodist Episco
pal Church was founded in 1839.

The academic year is forty weeks long, beginning
in September and ending in July, and is divided into
three terms, as follows :
Fall term begins Monday,

September

12th ; closes

Friday, December 23d, — fifteen weeks.
Winter Term begins Monday, January 2d ; closes
March 31st, — thirteen weeks.
Spring Term begins Monday, April 6th; closes
June 30th, — twelve weeks.
The Pennington Seminary is a school of high grade
rare facilities for giving young
education* and for training young
men for college, teaching, or business, with the com
forts and care of a good home.
for both sexes, with

ladies a finished

This institution is under the immediate control and
patronage of the New Jersey Conference.
The Con
ference purchased it because they believed that the
of the Methodist Episcopal
Jersey ought to possess a school
which would enable them to take part directly in the
great work of Christian education.
It began its
career as a school for both sexes iu 1853, and by its
work has fully vindicated the wisdom of its organiza
members

and

friends

Church of New

tion.

The buildings

are two hundred and seventy feet
long, forty feet wide, and four stories high, and are
well arranged for the comfort of the students, and for
all the purposes of a first-class seminary. The two de
partments, male and female, are entirely separate,
and the gentlemen and ladies are together only when

in the chapel, dining-hall, or recitation-rooms.
The
building is warmed by furnaces placed in the base
ment. Connected with the buildings is a plot of land
twenty-five acres, a part of which is beau
a fine grove, and another part is
used as a play-ground.
containing

tifully shaded by
Valley,

1;

4 ; Stoutsburg,

7 ; Centreville,

8;

Harborton,

Federal City,

Woodville, 3 ;
Mount Rose,
Pennington, 10 ;

2;

5 ; Columbian,
9;

Marshall's Corners, 11 ; Woosamonsa,
and Titusville, 13.

6 ;

11 1 ; Bear, 12;

The faculty is constituted as follows : Rev. Thomas
Hanlon, D.D., president, Evidences of Christianity
and Moral Science ; C. L. Williams, A.M., vice-pres
ident, Greek Language and English Literature ; Rev.
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B. C. Pilsbury, A.M., Latin and Higher Mathematics ;
F. A. Jackson, A.B., Natural Sciences and English;
J. W. Thomas, A.B., German and English ; Rev. J.

D. Miller, Mental Philosophy and History ; W. R.
Pedrick, Penmanship and Book- Keeping ; Miss Laura
J. Hanlon, M.E.L., preceptress, French and Music ;
Miss Lida D. Lillagore, M.E.L., assistant preceptress,
Instrumental Music; Miss L. B. Wheeler, Drawing
and Painting; Miss L. Robinson, musical director,
Harmony, Theory of Music and Voice Culture ; Miss
Music ;
F. A. Ramirez, Spanish and Instrumental
Ladies'
Miss Myra A. Hanlon, M.E.L., English and
Calisthenics ; Re^. J. D. Miller,
D. Milliman, housekeeper.

librarian

;

Mrs. E.

Pennington Institute. —The building known
Institute" at Pennington was erected by

" the
Joseph Bunn,
as

who established a private school
therein, with a competent corps of teachers, princi
pally for the education of the daughters of Metho
About 1850 the institution was pur
dist clergymen.
chased by A. P. Lasher, who continued the school
with great success during the succeeding twenty-five
years.
Its career during the past few years has been
but its work continues,
and its future prosperity is earnestly hoped for by its
many well wishers.
Evergreen Hall, Pennington. — In 1836 pro
less successful than formerly,

longed discussion upon the feasibility of establishing
a female seminary at Pennington resulted in the or
ganization of a stock company with that end in view,

of which Joseph Titus, Isaac Welling, and Hudson
Titus were trustees.
Besides the trustees above named, Dr. Henry W.
Blachley, Dr. Absalom Blachley, Dr. James B. McNair, and other gentlemen were interested, and sub
scribed liberally. A lot was purchased and a brick
building erected by A. M. Vankirk, architect. The
services of the wife of the Rev. George C. Hyde, from
New England, were engaged, and the seminary was
opened. At the outset success seemed to crown the
effort, but for some causes, now unknown, the princi
pal left at the end of the year. This discouraging
additional
feature deterred many from subscribing
stock sufficient to pay for the seminary edifice. The
stock already paid in was voluntarily sacrificed, and

Mr. Vankirk took the building on his own hands to
meet the cost of material and work.
While the property was held by Mr. Vankirk, for
two or more years, an excellent school was maintained
daughters.
by Roswell Howe, Esq., and two of his
it was
for
offered
it
sale,
In the spring of 1841, having
bought by an association of gentlemen connected
congregation of Pennington.
with the Presbyterian
Joseph Titus, of Titusville, assumed the payment of
one-half the purchase-money, and the balance was
George
made up by Asa Hunt, Aaron Hart, Sr., Rev.
Smith
J.
Jr.,
Hale, Stephen B. Smith, Aaron Hart,
Garret
J.
Titus,
Andrew
George
Woolsey,
Hart,
Woolsey.
Ephraim
and
Schenck,
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The Misses Scovel were employed to take charge of
the department of instruction, and Mrs. Ann Reed
of the boarding department.
This arrangement con
tinued until November, 1842.
At this date began the labors of Miss Mary L.
Hale, who eventually bought the property, and
named it Evergreen Hall.
Miss Hale continued in
the discharge of active services as principal for
twenty-seven years, having the aid of her two sisters
For about two
after the spring of the year 1845.
years previous to the latter date Mr. David N. Wiley

In conse
the boarding department.
quence of the protracted and dangerous illness of one
of the sisters, in connection with the death of an
other which had occurred a year or two previous,

superintended

Miss Hale resolved, after the anniversary exercises in
the summer of 1869, to discontinue the school for at
least one year. In July, 1870, Miss Wragge became

principal, and

so continued

for four years, with mod

erate success.

Miss Mary L. Hale resumed the charge of Ever
Hall in September, 1874. In 1879, Miss Hale
was succeeded by Professor R. L. Gurnee, who is
assisted by Miss Ella Duer, Mrs. R. L. Gurnee teach
ing vocal and instrumental music. The present num
ber of pupils is fifty.
The Hopewell Young Ladies' Seminary. —

green

This institution was established in 1867 by two sis
ters, Misses E. H. and M. J. Boggs, daughters of
Elder John Boggs, who was pastor of the First Bap
tist Church of Hopewell forty years. It is unsec.tarian, and the number of its boarders is limited to
fifteen, the day scholars bringing the average attend
ance up to twenty-five.
The course of study embraces a preparatory and a
senior department. The senior department comprises
two courses, the literary and scientific course and the
belles-lettres course. There is also for pupils not de
siring to pursue the studies of these departments a
course of music and art.
Miss E. H. Boggs was for seven years principal of
one of the first grade public schools in Washington,
D. C, and furnished from that school twenty-five
Since
teachers for the public schools of that city.
Boggs
Misses
the
of
this
establishment
seminary
the
have furnished many competent teachers to the pub
lic schools of New Jersey and other States.
This seminary is conducted in a spacious threestory brick building. The grounds are ample and
tastefully arranged.
The management

and faculty are as follows: Mrs.
E. H. Boggs, principal ; Miss M. J. Boggs, assistant
principal ; Professor G. L. Fetter, instructor ; Miss J.
A. Crasson, teacher of Latin ; Miss L. E. Cook, teacher

of music.
The First Presbyterian

Church of

Hopewell.1

i Condensedfrom the historical discourseof Rev. George Hale, D.D.,
delivered July 2, 1876.
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— The first authentic record that there were Chris
tian people in this region uniting for the mainte
nance of religious worship is found in the record of
a deed bearing
March 18th/' in
date "1698-99,
which "the Honorable Jeremiah Basse, Esq., Gov
ernor of the provinces of East and West Jersey, and
Thomas Revell, &c, agents of the Honorable the West
Jersey Society in England, convey for the erecting of
a meeting-house,

and for burying-ground

and school-

house,"
one hundred acres of land to certain inhab
itants1 of " Maidenhead and parts adjacent."
Some
of these persons lived in Hopewell.

There is

a strong presumption

that the first house

of worship of the congregation was erected in what
is now the village of Lawrenceville.
The baptismal
records of the First Presbyterian Church of Phila
delphia

show that Rev. Jedediah Andrews, of that
church, administered the rite of baptism at that place
in 1713 and 1714, one of the persons there baptized
by him, Feb. 10, 1714, having been John Hart, a na
tive and lifelong resident of Hopewell, and after
wards one of the signers of the Declaration of Inde
pendence. Rev. Robert Orr was ordained Oct. 20,
1815, in the meeting-house in Maidenhead.
*

The second church edifice was in what is now
Ewing township, built of logs in 1712 on land con
veyed by Maj. Alexander Lockhart, March 9, 1709,
to Richard Scudder and sixteen others in trust.
The
third was erected at Pennington as early as 1724 or
1725, on the site of the old brick church, which was
taken down in 1847.
The fourth was built of stone

in 1726 on or near the site of what is known as the
First Presbyterian Church of Trenton.
The congregation spread over this extensive terri
tory continued as one under the ministration
of
pastors,2 —
three successive
Revs. Robert Orr (171519), Moses Dickinson (1722-27), and Joseph Morgan
(1729-37).
The first church at Pennington was built
during the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Dickinson. There
is a tradition

that before this edifice there was stated
preaching in a school-house which stood on the
ground now included in the south part of the

Pennington graveyard,

morial

known

from

time

imme

The church was a
frame structure thirty by thirty-four feet, covered
with cedar shingles.
The pulpit was on the north
as the school-house

lot.

terial labors in the congregation of Maidenhead and
Hopewell, active measures were taken by the Hope
well people to procure a parsonage farm. The orig
inal subscription reads thus :
" We hereunto subscribed inhabitants of
Hopewell,
in the county of Hunterdon, in the province of West
Jersey, do promise and oblige ourselves, our execu
tors and administrators,

to pay or cause to be paid

Nathaniel Moore, Philip Ringo, and Thomas
Reed, their heirs, executors, administrators, or as
signs, or any one of them, the several sums of money
unto

that are to our names annexed, one-half at or before
the 1st day of May next ensuing the date hereof, and
the other half at or before the 1st day of May, in the
year of our Lord 1731, the said money being in trust

with the said Nathaniel Moore, Philip Ringo, and
Thomas Reed, toward the purchasing of a plantation
at all times for such a gospel
to be a dwelling-place
minister of the Presbyterian persuasion as shall be
duly and regularly called by the major part of the in
habitants of Hopewell which compose the Presby
terian Society in that town, but to be enjoyed by such
a minister

no longer than he continues

lawful aud regular

minister

to be such a

to that

society, and
when the relation between such minister and that
society shall cease, then the said plantation shall re
turn to the said society to be a dwelling-place for the
minister that shall next be regularly called, to dwell
on as aforesaid, and if the subscribers shall judge
meet that if there be above one hundred acres pur
chased, that the said shall be set apart toward the
school." Aug.
founding of a Latin
15, 1739, Rev.
Thomas Cowell, of Trenton, met the Hopewell people
and drew up a call to Mr. Guild, to which the follow
ing persons signed their names :

" Nathaniel Hart, Edward
Burrowes, Thomas Bur
rowes, Jr., Stephen Burrowes, Eden Burrowes, John
Burrowes, Joseph Disbrow, John Titus, Nicholas
Roberts, Jeremiah Burroughs, Andrew Smith, Ralph
Philip Palmer, Thomas Burrowes, Ralph
Smith,
Hunt, Thomas Baldwin, Ralph Hunt, Henry Wool
sey, Edward Hart, Ephraim Titus, George Woolsey,
Benjamin Temple, Edward Hunt, William Reed."
Mr. Guild wisely judged it best not to declare his

acceptance immediately, but he at last accepted the
call, and was ordained Nov. 11, 1741.
Mr. Guild re
side and the doors on the south.
In 1765, when this i mained with the Maidenhead people until about 1766.
In the minutes of the New Brunswick Presbytery for
frame church was replaced by another, the timbers
April 8, 1769, a tabular statement represents Mr.
were removed to the parsonage farm, on the Scotch
Guild as the pastor of the Hopewell Church, and
road, and used for the frame of a barn.
That frame,
Maidenhead is included among the vacant churches.
with quite a number of the old weather-beaten cedar
It was under Mr. Guild's ministry that the second
shingles, even yet serviceable for weather-boarding,
church edifice for the Hopewell people was built
may be seen at the present day.
upon the said plantation so purchased as above.
Shortly after Rev. Mr. Morgan began his minis1 Seehistory of the settlementof Lawrence.
2 For a further account of the ministry of these pastors than nppears
here, and eventspreceding the installation of Rev. Mr. Orr, seethe his
tory of tho Lawrenceville Presbyterian Church, in the history of Law
rence township.

It is not improbable that this effort was the first
step toward the purchase of the parsonage farm on
the west side of the Scotch -road, adjoining the lands
of George Woolsey, Aaron Hart, and Stephen B.
Smith,

where

for

many

years

lived

Revs.

John
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Guild and Joseph Rue, successively pastors of the
First Presbyterian Church of Hopewell.
closed the
Before the- ministry of Mr. Morgan
Trenton people worshiping in the two meeting
houses — the one iu the country and the other in the
city — were organized into a separate congregation.
Rev.

John Guild

was the fourth

pastor.

born in Wentham, Mass., in 1712, a son of
Esther Guild.

He was

John

and

At a meeting of Dhe Presbytery, March 14, 1737-38,
the " New Side" men asked the privilege of hearing
for'
Mr. James Davenport or some other minister
The friends

three months.
yielded.

of Mr. Guild quietly

The church was commenced in 1765, and com
pleted in 1766, and dedicated by Rev. William Kirk
patrick.
The pulpit, shaped like a wine-glass, and
with sounding-boards above, was at the north side,
between two windows.
The doors were on the south
A steeple
side, and opened into the churchyard.
surmounted the eastern end. The aisles were paved
with square brick, a few of which are yet to be seen
in the south end of the sidewalk along the graveyard
wall. Towards the erection of this building Reuben
Armitage, Ralph Hart, Edward Hunt, and John
Welling gave one hundred pounds each. The names
of only thirty-four other contributors have been pre

The young men of the congregation (active
whom
were Jonathan Bunn and John Muiramong
presented
a bell, which was the first ever heard
head)
in the village.
Moore Furman, of Trenton, gave the
served.

Cox, of Kingwood, Hun
terdon Co., a silk damask cushion for the pulpit.
The building committee were Noah Hunt, Edward
William Worth, of
Hunt, and Jeremiah Woolsey.
communion-table

; Charles

Lawrence, was the chief mason, and Alexander Biles
and Josiah Beakes the carpenters.

After the union of the two branches of the church,
Rev. Mr. Guild was transferred to the Presbytery of
For more than a century Mr. Guild
New Brunswick.
has not been without a representative from his own
children and descendants on the communion-roll
of
the Pennington Church, and in 1876 thirty-four of
his descendants by blood were in the communion
this body.

of

He had his share in the alarm caused by the
French and Indian war. In the Revolution he wa3
hated as a true patriot, and was obliged to escape, in
company

with

his children,

to Bucks

County,

Pa.,

while the enemy were roaming through forest and
field and keeping possession of his desecrated church.
British soldiers entered his house and destroyed his
books and papers. He died July 10, 1787, and his
funeral sermon was preached by Rev. Ralph Stan
hope Smith, D.D., president of the College
Jersey.
He was buried beneath the brick
then standing, under the chancel, in front
pulpit. The taking down of the church
marble slab which covers his grave exposed

of New
church,
of the
left the
to view.

His
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epitaph, composed by Rev.
as follows :
" In memory of the
Rev. John Guild,

John Woodhull,

D.D., is

Pastor of this congregation47years,
who departedthis life
July 10,1787,
Aged 75 years."

Rev. Joseph Rue, the fifth pastor, was a son of
Joseph and Sarah Rue, born June 19, 1751, in Free
hold, N. J. His paternal ancestor (La Rue being the
original name) was one of the Huguenots who fled

from France at the revocation of the Edict of Nantes.
The pastor of his childhood and youth was Rev. Wil
liam Tennent, for whom he had a warm affection.
He graduated at the College of New Jersey in 1776,

and began his theological studies with his pastor.
June 15, 1784, having preached a trial sermon at
Pennington, he was ordained as an evangelist.

April 25, 1785, at the time of the dissolution of Mr.
Guild's relation with the Pennington Church, a call'was
laid before the Presbytery for the pastoral services of
Mr. Rue. In the absence of records to conclusively

prove such to be the fact, it is reasonably supposed
that Mr. Rue was installed as pastor of this church

of the Presbytery at Pennington, Oct.
From this date Mr. Rue gave his full time
to the Pennington congregation until his death, April
The kindness of the Presbytery of New
15, 1826.
Brunswick in sending ministers to supply Mr. Rue's
pulpit gratuitously for about two years after he had
at a meeting

19, 1785.

been laid aside by disability, both physical and men
tal, and for six months after his death, that the salary
might inure to his afflicted family, is worthy of
special note.
The records of the Presbytery show that during
the last twenty-five years of its continuance (1801-26)
there had been accessions of two hundred and fifty
to the communion-roll by profession.
Mr. Rue left
a widow (Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Liscomb),

two sons, and two daughters. The widow and daugh
ters remained in connection with this church to the
close of life, and their dust lies in the Pennington

churchyard, side by side with that of their venerated
On the memorial stone which
husband and father.
covers Mr. Rue's remains is engraved the following
epitaph, composed by Rev. Samuel Miller, D.D., of
Princeton,

N.

J. :

" This Marble
Coversthe mortal remains
of the Reverend
Joseph Rue.
For forty-oneyears

The activeand useful Pastor
of the Presbyterian Church of
Pennington, New Jersey.
An affectionateHusband,
A Kind Parent, a firm Patriot,
And as a Christian Minister
Pious, faithful
Successfuland beloved.
He departedthis life
April 15,1826,
In the 75th year of his age.1'
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The sixth pastor was Rev. Benjamin Ogden, son of
John and Abigail (Bennett) Ogden. He was born in
Fairfield, N. J., Oct. 4, 1797. He graduated at Prince
ton in 1817, and was one of the subjects of the work
of grace which occurred under Dr. Green's presidency.
He prepared for the ministry at the Theological Sem
inary at Princeton, and was licensed as a probationer
by the Presbytery of Philadelphia in April, 1821, and
ordained in June, 1822, at Bensalem, Bucks Co., Pa.,
where he labored a year and a half as missionary.
Nov. 28, 1826, he was transferred to the Presbytery
of New Brunswick, and a call from this church was
placed in his hands, which he accepted, and he was

The old brick church was taken down in 1847, and
1847^48 a stately Gothic structure, in the style of
the eleventh century, was erected. It was in imita
tion of brown freestone, all the old material on the
ground being used as a matter of economy. The
building cost the congregation only ten thousand
in

dollars, but such an one could not now be erected
for three or four times that sum. The corner-stone

laid May 5, 1847, and the church was dedicated
Aug. 10, 1848. Jan. 25, 1874, this edifice was de
stroyed by fire. The musical instruments, the old
the pulpit chairs, old
and new communion-tables,
and new, with the old pulpit-cushion of 1766, and the

| was

In 1834 the church
installed December 5th following.
was enlarged by the addition of eighteen feet to the
west end. March 5, 1834, the first steps were taken

was unanimously

Woolsey, John Smith Hunt, and Joseph A. Frisbie
subscribed one thousand dollars each, and that after
noon a subscription of fifteen thousand dollars gave

towards erecting a house of worship in the western
part of the township, at Titusville, for Sunday after
noon services, which was completed in 1839.
During Mr. Ogden's ministry one hundred and
eighty-six persons were received upon profession of

their faith. On its completion he removed to ValHe was
paraiso, Ind., where he died Jan. 11, 1853.
married to Emily T. Sansbury, Oct. 15, 1821.
Rev. George Hale, D.D., the seventh pastor, was
born in New York State, and graduated from Wil
liams College in 1831, and from Princeton Theological
His call to this pastoral charge
Seminary in 1838.
was signed Jan. 2, 1839, by the ruling elders and trus
They were as fol
tees, all of whom are now dead.
lows : Aaron Hart, Charles Welling, Isaac Welling,
Joseph Titus, Joab Titus, Enos Titus, Edmund Rob
erts, Theophilus Furman, Enoch Ketcham, Nathaniel
R. Titus, and John Hoff, elders, and Joseph Titus,
Aaron Hart, James Stevenson, Charles Welling, Gar
ret J. Schenck, Andrew Titus, and C. L. Wynkoop,
trustees.

Mr. Hale's pastorate was prolific of increase to the
church, brought about by revivals in the winters of

1841-42, 1846-47, 1847-48, 1857-58, 1865-66, and 1866
As a general result, five hundred and thirteen
-67.
twentywere added on profession and one hundred and
seven by certificate. The revival of 1841-42 paved the
way for the organization of the Titusville Church in
1844.

in which he made an interesting review of his pastor
ate to that time, and of the general progress of the
community in its spiritual, educational, literary, and
material interests.

Feb. 11, 1869, Rev. Dr. Hale was elected by the
trustees of the General Assembly of the church secre
tary of the fund for disabled ministers and their fam

He
ilies, vice Rev. Joseph H. Jones, D.D., deceased.
accepted the appointment, and his relation with the
Pennington Church was dissolved, to take effect
March

assurance that the work would be done. The corner
stone of the new church was laid May 5, 1874, on the
twenty-seventh anniversary of the laying of the cor
•

Until its
ner-stone of the church just burned down.
completion the congregation worshiped in the public
school-house Sunday mornings, and held a joint meet
ing with the Methodist Episcopal Church in the even
ing. The cost of the present church was twenty-seven
thousand dollars, all of which was pledged previous
to its dedication by Rev. Joseph T. Duryea, of Brook

lyn, N. Y., Jan. 14, 1875, the pastor, Dr. Samuel M.
Hamill, of Lawrenceville, and others taking part in
the exercises.
The eighth and present pastor, Rev. Daniel Requa
Foster, was born Sept. 22, 1838, at Patterson, Putnam

Co., N. Y., the son of Edmund and Eliza Foster; re
ceived into full communion of the church in January,
1849 ; prepared for college at Peekskill Academy, and
took the degree of A.B. at the College of New Jersey

in 1863, and that of A.M. in 1866 ; was licensed as'a
probationer for the gospel ministry by the Presbytery
of Connecticut, at Bridgeport, April 24, 1866, and en
tered upon his duties as pastor-elect of the Presbyte
rian Church of Phelps, N. Y., June 1, 1866.
He was
ordained and installed as pastor of that church July
29, 1866, by the Presbytery of Rochester, N. Y. June

Miss Anna Evans Steward, of
October, 1869, his pastoral relation to
the church of Phelps, N. Y., was dissolved, and he en
tered on his ministerial duties at Pennington in Oc
tober, 1870, and was installed pastor April 17, 1871,
25, 1868,

18, 1863, the twenty-fifth

anniversary of the
day upon which he began his regular labors with
this people, he preached a quarter-century sermon,

Nov.

7, 1869.

On the following Wednesday it
resolved to rebuild at once. George

Bibles were saved.

Trenton.

he married

In

by a committee of the Presbytery of New Brunswick,
Rev. James B. Kennedy presiding and preaching,
Rev. A. Gosman, D.D., giving the charge to the
pastor, and Rev. Dr. George Hale, the previous pas
tor, delivering the charge to the people. The pastor
ate of Rev. Mr. Foster has been a successful one,
marked by frequent accessions to the numbers of the
congregation

as the result of revival efforts.
The
of the church is four hundred and fif
The following are the present elders and trus-

membership
teen.

HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP.
tees: William H. Muirhead, Henry B. Perrine, Jo
seph P. Blackwell, Samuel B. Ketcham, David B.
Burd, and Reuben Titus, elders ; John E. Burd, Wil
liam H. Muirhead, Henry B. Perrine, Henry Black-
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Oct. 30, 1753, Rev. James Davenport, having been
dismissed by the Presbytery of New Castle on condi
tion of his settlement with the people of Maidenhead

Daniel

and Hopewell, was received.
He was called on the
Messrs. Charles
31st, and declared his acceptance.

The Young Men's Christian Association, which is.
connected with this church, was organized Feb. 20,
It is officered as follows: Alvin Blackwell,
1871.

McKnight, William Tennent, Eliab Byram, Thomas
Lewis, and Isaac Reed were appointed to install Mr.
Davenport.
He was installed at Hopewell, Oct. 22,
1754.
May 31, 1757, the people of Maidenhead peti

minister lies buried.

is

it,

a

tion this house began to be used as

preaching-place

by Methodist ministers of the Trenton Circuit, and
the ground had been appropriated for burial purposes.
The house was taken down in 1826, at the time of the

Conference Seminary
In 1741, Benjamin

a

it

is

erection of the first Methodist Episcopal Church in
Pennington.
sun
The only relic of remaining
dial on the south side of the Methodist Episcopal

of New Jersey at Pennington.
Stevens and Joseph Burt ap

peared before the New Brunswick Presbytery to secure
the services of Mr. Rowland, and the Presbytery
granted the request.
Mr. Rowland preached at Maid

enhead for some time, supplying the pulpit with
He was called in 1743,
-Messrs. Wales and Robinson.
but took the call under

it

consideration, and probably
declined
during the summer, for August 20th of
that year they applied again for liberty to call any
faithful minister whom they could find. This request
was granted, and Mr. Gilbert Tennent was appointed

informing them of the consent
of the Presbytery.
In the following October they
signified their desire that Rev. James Davenport should
For certain reasons the Presbytery
settle with them.
did not see the way clear to proceed with the settle
ment, but permitted the people to employ Mr. Daven
port to supply them until the following May. They
sought, Sept. 12, 1744, the services of Rev. John Gra
ham, of Southbury, Conn., but failed to secure them.
May 28, 1745, they applied for the services of Rev.
Daniel Lawrence, and called him Sept. 19, 1745. He
did not accept. The application was vainly renewed
May 21, 1746. Oct. 12, 1748, Rev. Timothy Allen
was called, but, although he resided in the parsonage
half, he was
and preached for them three years and
a

to write them a letter

not installed.
1

Compiled from historical discoursesby Rev. George Hale, D.D., and
Rev. A. Gosman,D.D.

ing of these petitions for sonle time. In his earlier
years Mr. Davenport's career was wild and fanatical.
He was afterwards convinced of his errors, and often
publicly retracted them, manifesting before his con
nection with the church was formally severed humil
He died at the
ity, sincerity, and genuine piety.
" New Side" parsonage, near the Lawrence line, Nov.
buried in the graveyard about a mile
10, 1757, and
west of Pennington, near the scene of his labors. In
June, 1758, the church called Rev. Mr. Lewis, who
April 28, 1761,
supplied the pulpit until May, 1760.
Messrs. Parkhurst, Smith, and McKnight were ap
pointed supplies, and Rev. Enoch Green was appointed
year afterward
a supply Oct. 11, 1763.
About
call was tendered to the latter, which he considered,
and which upon the advice of the Presbytery, after

a

Church, and where a Presbyterian

This was the site of the " New Side" house of wor
ship of the congregation of Maidenhead and Hope
well. It embraces an acre of ground, which was
conveyed to ten trustees for the sum of £4, Oct. 11,
A house of worship had been built on as
1763.
About the time of the Revolu
supposed, about 1744.

tioned to be discharged from this pastoral relation.
The people of Hopewell entered
similar petition
June 30th. Certain irregularities prevented the grant

some ineffectual attempts to unite the two congrega
The last instance
tions, he resigned in April, 1766.
of an application for supplies was Oct. 21 and 23,
1766, at which date an arrangement for four Sundays
after the latter date was concluded.
For nearly forty years this people had a checkered
and painful history.
They met with unusual diffi

culty in raising funds for pastor and parsonage. They
were much of the time dependent on the pastors of

At different times they
the Presbytery for supplies.
vainly presented calls to Messrs. John Rowland,
Timothy Allen, Daniel Lawrence, Thomas Lewis,
Samuel Parkhurst, and Enoch Green.
They were
served occasionally
by William Robinson,
Henry
Martin, John Graham, James McCrea,
Hunter,
Lamb. The only minister who was installed
over them as pastor was Rev. James Davenport, and
at the time of his death steps had already been taken
toward severing this tie.

The Presbyterian

Church of Titusville. — This

church was organized Jan. 10, 1844, and was an out
growth of the Pennington
Meetings had
Church.
been held in the village some years previously, and

a

S.

house of worship had been erected in 1838-39, which
was dedicated by Rev. Samuel Miller, D.D., of Prince
ton,

April

25, 1842.

The names of the constituent members follow
Joseph Titus, Cornelius F. Moore, Peter F. Van
Zandt, Philip Cole, Theodore Hunt, Theodore Hoff,
Aaron Pidcock, John W. Burrowes, Mary Vannoy,
John D. Roberts, Enoch Hart, Edward Roberts, John

:

vice-president;

a

Clendenning,

H. Titus, secretary ; Charles M. Titus, treasurer.
Side" Presbyterian Church of Maid
The "New
Hopewell.1 —
A mile west of Pennington
enhead and
is a graveyard, on which once stood a Presbyterian

a

George

president;

is

well, Archibald Updike, Samuel B. Ketcham,
C. Titus, and John P. Hart, trustees.
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Hunt, Charles Hunt, Philip T. Hunt, Theophilus
Hunt, Benjamin McCannon, William B. Hunt, Isaac
S. Nevins, Ira Farley, Charles T. Hunt, Margaret
Hunt, Amos Parker, Hannah Parker, and Noah
Harbourt.
Samuel Brearly was elected an elder.
The following pastors have served this church :
Rev. Garret Van Arlsdalen, 1844-52 ; Rev. Jesse B.
Davis, 1852-61 ; Rev. William A. Jenks, 1862-70 ;
Rev. John S. Gilmore, 1874 ; Rev. John Miller, 187477 (supply); Rev. W. P. Patterson, 1877-79 ;. Rev.
S. R. Queen, 1880-82.
The elders in 1882 were Isaac Farley, George
Serviss, and Charles T. Hunt.
The membership is ninaty-one.
The First Presbyterian Church of Hopewell
Village. — The First Presbyterian Church of the vil
lage of Hopewell grew out of a Sunday-school which
was established there in 1865, and was formally or
ganized Dec. 6, 1877, with the following constituted
members :

Ralph Ege, Mary E. Ege, Benjamin S. Hill, Sarah
E. Hill, Edward Updike, Mary A. Blackwell, Carrie
S. Tatten, Benjamin V. Garrison, Elizabeth F. Garri
son, William H. Kossler, Lucinda M. Harley, Emily
W. Wood, Asher H. Snoak, Sarah M. Snoak, Mary
Phillips, John B. French, Sarah L. French, William
B. Van Pelt, Matthew A. Van Pelt, Fanny Van Pelt,
W. Imlat Phillips, Catharine Phillips, O. G. Holcombe, Joseph C. Harrison, Hattie B. Van Buskirk,
Gertrude H. Stout, Anthony G. Fetter, B. Fetter,
John C. Reid, Mary E. Reid, John H. Case, Mary H.
Case, James Gillcock, and Albert A. Ege.
The first officers were Ralph Phillips, A. L. Halcombe, William B. Van Pelt, Anthony G. Fetter, and
Benjamin S. Hill, trustees ; Ralph Ege, Benjamin S.
B. Van Pelt, and Jo
seph C. Harrison, elders ; and W. Imlat Phillips,
Asher H. Snoak, and Benjamin V. Garrison, deacons.
Since that date there have been no changes in the

Hill, Edward Updike, William

list except among the trustees. In 1882 the
following trustees were serving : Ralph Ege, A. L.
Halcombe, William B. Van Pelt, A. S. Fetter, and J.
C. Harrison.
The first pastor was Rev. M. S. Morgan, who served
from April, 1878, to October, 1879. The present pas
tor, Benjamin P. Johnson, assumed the pastoral re
lation to this church in the fall of 1879.
The chapel is a wood structure in the Gothic style
It has
of architecture, at the west end of the village.
a seating capacity of three hundred, and is valued at
four thousand dollars. It was erected in 1877, under
the management of a building committee consisting
of Asher H. Snoak, A. G. Fetter, A. L. Halcombe,
William B. Van Pelt, and Ralph Ege.
official

The Methodist

Episcopal

Church of Penning

ton. — This church claims an antiquity co-equal to
that of the old Hopewell Methodist Episcopal Church,
in which it is supposed Pennington Church was in
cluded.
Methodist services were first held in Pennington in
an old barn of Samuel Bunn's, and were continued
there for some time with more or less regularity.
In

built on Martin Street, in the south
part of the village, whicii in 1845 was sold and con
verted into a dwelling.
1826 a church was

At this time a new and more commodious brick
church was built on the site of the present house of
worship.
It was forty-two feet by sixty in size, and
cost seven thousand dollars.
It was dedicated by
Rev. Charles Pitman. In 1874 it was
cost of eleven thousand dollars, and was
1876 by Rev.
H. Vincent, of New
present structure is of brick with a stone

J.

rebuilt at

a

dedicated in

York.

The
front, fortywas erected under

two feet by eighty-five in size. It
the management of a building committee, consisting
of Isaac Bergen, Ripley T. Martin, Noah H. Tin
dall, and Rev. Benjamin C. Lippincott.

The existence of Pennington Station dates from
Previous to that time this church was on a
circuit or charge with other Methodist societies. The
1832.

pastors since then have been as follows :
Revs. William H. Bull, 1832-34; John Swan, 1834John K. Shaw, 1837-38 ; Isaac Weinner, 183840 ; Jefferson Lewis, 1840-42 ; Robert Morrison, 184236 ;

Thomas Sroweigon, 1844--46 ; Joseph Chatten,
1846-48 ; Asaph Vandewater, 1848-50 ; George Winsor, 1850-52; Curtis Tallery, 1852-54; Abraham
Owen, 1854-55 ; Joseph Ashbrook, 1855-57 ; James
44 ;

Brian, 1857-59; Aaron Ballard, 1859-61; Richard
Chalken, 1861-63; John H. Heisler, 1863-65; William
Quines, 1865-66; Samuel Post, 1866-67; Samuel
Parker, 1867-70 ; George Hitchens, 1870-72 ; Milton

Relyea, 1872-75 ; E. Green, 1875-76 ; R. C. Lippin
cott, 1876-79 ; Henry Belting, 1879-82.

The Methodist Episcopal Church of Titusville.
— This church was organized at an early date. The
records are so incomplete that they shed little light

It is stated by some of the active
members of the present time that the house of wor
ship formerly stood about a mile southeast of Titus

on its history.

ville, on the River road, where it was rebuilt many
years ago. Subsequently it was removed to Titusville,
and there again rebuilt in 1863. The value of church
property, including the parsonage, now (March, 1882)
about to be sold, is about nine thousand dollars.
The present pastor is Rev. A. Wagg. The trustees

The Sunday-school, which was organized in 1865,
has ever since been under the conduct of one super
It numbers one hundred
intendent, Ralph Ege.

Daniel Atchley, John Smith, David Craft, Jesse
Enoch Harbourt, and Jesse C. Har
bourt.
The stewards are Jesse A. Holcombe, Daniel
Atchley, David Craft, Watson Lewis, John Hoppock,
John Houghton, and Eli Lawyer.
The house of worship is a commodious building of

officers, teachers, and scholars.

wood and stone.

are

A.

Holcombe,

HOPEWELL TOWNSHIP.
The First Baptist Church of Hopewell.— Accord
ing to an existing manuscript prepared by Isaac
Eaton, the First Baptist "Church of Hopewell was
constituted April 23, 1715, by Abel Morgan, of Phila
delphia, and John Burroughs, of Middletown, at the
The first pastor was Mr.
house of Joseph Stout.
Thomas Simmons. He came and settled as a minister
and preached in private houses, there being no regular
public place erected to keep meeting in. He served
the church three years. The next pastor was one

Mr. Joseph
Egglefield, and remained until 1728.
Eaton supplied the church for fourteen years, and in
1742, Mr. Thomas Davis accepted a call to the church

and served three years, and in 1747 the first meeting
brick." Isaac Eaton was pastor
house was built of
from 1748 to 1772.
The following are the names of the constituent
members: Jonathan Stout, Hannah Stout, Ann Stout,
Ruth Stout, Joseph Stout, Sarah Fitz Randolph,
Rachel Hyde, Mary Drake, Abel Curtis, Sarah Smith,
Thomas Curtis, and Benjamin Drake.
The following elders have served as pastors since
1774: Benjamin Cole came in 1774; Oliver Hart came
in 1780, and died Dec. 3, 1795 ; James Ewing was a
supply till 1807 ; John Boggs came in 1807, and re

mained till 1846 ; William Curtis came in 1846, and
resigned in 1851 ; Philander Hartwell came in 1853,
and served until 1878; William
present pastor, came in 1878.

J.

Purington, the

The membership of this church is two hundred and
twenty, and it is officered as follows : Clerk, Samuel
H. Stout; Trustees, Samuel H. Stout, Simpson Van-

dike, Johnson Blackwell, David L. Blackwell, A. V.
Chamberlin, J. B. Hill, and John Blackwell; Dea
cons,

Grant Hixon, William Tindall, Elijah Leigh,

Thompson Sutphin, Johnson Blackwell, and William
Simmons.

The Calvary Baptist

Church, Hopewell.— The

Baptists first held meetings in Hopewell village in
August and September, 1871, in a wheelwright-shop,
and later for seven months in the district school-

followingchurch was organized with the
named members : Lewis Manning, Mrs. Ella M. Lee,
William 0. Stout, Mary Alice Stout, Mrs. A. Lewis,

A

house.

and Mrs. Jeremiah Stout.
The first officers chosen were the following: John
Slocum, Joseph V. M. Blackwell, Reuben McPherson,

Henry V. B. Cox, Randolph Stout, trustees ; John
Slocum, deacon ; Reuben McPherson, treasurer ; E.
S. Alshouse,

clerk.

the spring of 1872 a lot containing half an acre
purchased
of Jerome Morrell, and preparations
was
delay.
were made to erect a church thereon without
church
The
1872.
The corner-stone was laid June 12,

In

completed within the few succeeding months,
and dedicated by Rev. Henry C. Fish, D.D., of New
following.
This structure is of
ark, December 19th
It
is located on Main
basement.
wood, with a stone
and cost fivethouvillage,
of
the
centre
the
in
Street,
was

54
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sand five hundred and twenty-seven dollars.
a parsonage was built adjacent to the church.

In

1876

It is

a

two-story frame building, and cost one thousand five
hundred dollars.
The following are the pastors who have served this
church, with the term of service of each :
Rev. D. C. Romine, from October, 1871, to April,
A. V. Dimock, from October, 1873, to May,
1876 ; Rev. A. J. Hays, from May, 1876, to February,

1873 ; Rev.

1878 ; and Rev.

H. D. Garner, from July,

present.

1878, to the

The Sunday-school connected with this church was
organized in April, 1872. The superintendent is Rev.
H. D. Garner. The membership is sixty. The li
brary contains four hundred volumes.
In 1882 the church was officered as follows : Reuben
McPherson, E. Snoak, James L. Manning, William

L. Titus, John L. McPherson,

trustees ; Lewis Man

Andrew H. McPherson,
ning, Reuben McPherson,
Thomas Johnson, deacons ; James L. Manning, treas
urer ; and William L. Titus, clerk.

The Hopewell Christian Church.— The house of
worship of this society is located on the line between
Mercer and Hunterdon Counties, on the north border
of the township.
It was built in 1847, on a lot given
for the purpose by John Horn, and is valued at
dollars.
Its size is twenty-four feet
by thirty-six, and it has a seating capacity of fifty.
Previous to the erection of this house of worship
services were held in the school-house, beginning in
1828.
The church was formally organized in 1844.
twelve hundred

The constituted members were John Horn and wife,
Mary Golden, Joseph Dalrymple and wife, C. Riley,
Tunis Serviss, Richard Serviss, Lucinda Buchanan,
and others. The successive pastors have been Rev.
Henry Black,. who served twelve years; Rev. J. G.
Lour, two years ; Rev. P. J. Hawk, four years ; Rev.
J. E. Soule, two years ; and Rev. William H. Pitman,
the present pastor, who has served during the past
fifteen years. The membership of the church (1882)
Its trustees are Charles Matthews,
is sixty-two.

James F. Riley, Richard W. Snoak, Joseph Horn,
and Jacob C. Wilson. Its deacons are Charles Mat
thews and Richard W. Snoak.
Alphonsus'
Roman Catholic Church, Hope
St.
—
Previous to the erection of this church ser
well.

vices were held by the Catholics for several months
in the house of Michael Norton, who with Edward

Proney and Edward Cashel and others was among the
Alphonsus'
members of St.
Church.
A lot containing three acres was purchased, and
the erection of a house of worship begun in 1874.
The corner-stone was laid by Bishop M. A. Corrigan,
of Newark, who, assisted by Rev. Anthony Smith, of
Trenton, blessed the -church upon its completion.
It
is a frame building, thirty-six feet by seventy-two, and

constituent

cost five thousand dollars, and with other property
connected therewith is valued at seven thousand dol
lars.
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It was under the management of Rev. Anthony
Smith, of Trenton, that this congregation was organ
ized.
It is dependent upon St. Mary's Catholic
Church of Trenton, of which Rev. Anthony Smith
is pastor, and has been ministered to by Revs. Michael
Holland and J. A. McFaul.
Pennington.—
The African Methodist Church of
of
church
this
was erected at
The house of worship
the south end of the village in 1847, on a lot pur

It was

rebuilt in 1876, and
The present pastor
of this church is Rev. John Whittaker. The stew
ards are Samuel Allen and Thomas Ely. The trustees
are William Downs, Benjamin Hanson, and A. John
chased of Joshua Bunn.

is valued at one thousand dollars.

son.

Harborton Baptist Church. — At

Baptist

meeting-house

valued

Harborton

at two thousand

Services are held only once in two
The attendance is about twenty.
Burial-Places. — On the farm of Algernon
in the northeast part of the township, is an
graveyard, in which burials were made far

lars.

is a
dol

months.
Wearts,
ancient

back in
the last century.
Another, which seems to have been contemporane
ous with the above, is to be found on the Capt. Edward

Vandyke place.

Some of the graves here are marked
and
some have been plowed over. A
field-stones
by
few inscriptions are to be found here and there.
at
The old First Baptist Church burying-ground

Hopewell is kept up by the sale of lots, and contains
many monuments and headstones, some of which bear

old and interesting inscriptions.
On the farm of John Golden is a burial-place
Here
known as the Golden family burying-ground.
are to be seen several headstones, none of which bear
early dates.
The burying-ground

in the Presbyterian church
is one of the most attractive in
this section in view of its many historical associations.
where once stood the New
The burying-ground
yard in Pennington

Side Presbyterian Church, and which contains the
grave of the only pastor of that body, will repay a
visit.
many persons have been buried in the
and Methodist churchyards.

At Titusville
Presbyterian

Societies.— Pennington Lodge, No. 31, 1. 0. 0. F.
— This lodge of the Independent Order of Odd-Fellows
The following were the
was instituted Nov. 12, 1854.
officers in March, 1882: William S. Kelley, N. G. ;
Golden, V. G. ; Samuel H. Chatten, Sec.;
B. Frank Lewis, Treas. ; Abraham Van Pelt, Warden.
This lodge meets every Saturday eveniug in Odd-Fel
lows' Hall, over Blackwell's store.
Ebenezer

Pennington Grange, No.

64,

P.

of H. — Penning

ton Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, was organized in
February, 1874, with about fifteen members. The

in. March, 1882, were as follows: E. H.
Master; A. Updike, Overseer; Joseph P.
Blackwell, Chaplain; S. B. Ketchum, Sec; J. B.

officers
Drake,

The pres
Horn, Treas. ; Reuben Titus, Gate-keeper.
Meetings are held
ent membership is twenty-eight.
on the first and third Saturdays of each month.
Cyrus Lodge, No. 148, F. and A. M. — Cyrus
Lodge, No. 148, Free and Accepted Masons, was in
stituted Jan. 28, 1878.
The following were the peti
tioning members: Rev. B. C. Lippincott, John G.

Muirheid, William B. Muirheid, William T. Bunn,
Edward L. Welling, William B. Curlis, William H.
Muirheid, Isaac I. Johnson, David W. Hunt, Oliver
B. Gray, Levi T. Atchley, Joshua L. Allen, George
Hale, Jr., Joseph Barlow, Alfred W. Smith, Daniel
A. Clarkson, Scudder H. Phillips, Noah S. Hart,
and Enoch H. Drake.
The following were the first officers : Rev. B. C.
Lippincott, W. M. ; John G. Muirheid, S. W. ; Wil
liam B. Muirheid, J. W. ; Enoch H. Drake, Treas. ;
Edward L. Welling, Sec. ; I. I. Johnson, Chaplain ;
William H. Muirheid, S. D. ; D. A. Clarkson, J. D. ;
Charles R. Burroughs and William T. Bunn, M. of C. ;
William B. Curlis and Joseph Barlow, Stewards;
Samuel Chatten, Tyler.
The officers in March, 1882, were as follows : John
M. Titus, W. M. ; James L. Bragg, S. W. ; Frederick
E. Blackwell, J. W. ; Enoch H. Drake, Treas. ; Jo
seph C. Bunn, Sec. ; Jonathan S. Bunn, S. D. ; Eu
gene D. Wood, J. D. ; George R. Carver and Edward
H. Burroughs, M. of C. ; George H. Frisbee and
Charles R. Burroughs, Stewards ; Rev. Thomas Han
lon, Chaplain ; Samuel H. Chatten, Tyler.
fortythe date mentioned the membership was
lodge
meets monthly, on the Friday even
one. This

At

Odd-Fellows' Hall.
ing on or before full moon, in
The Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary
Societies of Pennington. —The Woman's Home
Missionary Society of Pennington was organized in
Mary L. Hale,
Mrs. Thomas Holcombe, vice-president;
Mrs. D. C. Titus, treasurer; Miss Emoline Burd,
1879, and is officered as follows : ,Miss

president;

secretary.

The Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of Pen
nington, also organized 1879, is under the following
management : Mrs. E. M. Titus, president ; Mrs. E.
L. Welling, vice-president ; Mrs. J. G. Muirheid,
treasurer ; Mrs. D. R. Foster, secretary.
Industrial. — The Drake grist-mill was built some
time in the last century.
It was owned by Josiah
Vankirk from 1800 (probably earlier) to 1810, when
it became the property of Peter Schenck, from whom,
in 1850, it passed to Dr. George White, who sold it to
a man named Chamberlain
in 1856. The present
owner and operator, Robert S. Drake, purchased it in
1872.
The raft-mills at the mouth of Jacobs Creek
were owned for some time by Stephen Moore, who
was operating them in 1842.
They passed into other
hands, and were bought by William Raft in 1874. A
grist- and saw-mill were built at
Titusville by Joseph
operated
in
1849.
were
They
Titus
by Welling &
Titus for some years. This firm has been succeeded
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by Messrs. Matthews, Agnew, George W. Snoak, and
Agnew & Snoak.
Since the death of Mr. Snoak the
property has been owned by Agnew and the Snoak

The grist-mill known as the Titus mill has
estate.
been owned by William M. Titus several years. It
had previously passed through the hands of several
proprietors.
The mill now owned by Joseph H. and
Frank Moore was built very early, and has been
several times renovated and partially rebuilt. An
early owner was Philip Ringo.
The feed- and saw-mill at Hopewell village was
built in

1876, by

Finney & Fetter, the present owners.

BIOGRAPHICAL

SKETCHES.

SPENCER STOUT WEART.
Maj. Spencer Stout Weart was born at Hopewell,
Sept. 13, 1803, and died at the same place, Oct. 9,
1868, aged sixty-five years and twenty -six days, leav
ing a wife and nine children.
The genealogy of the Weart family is traced as fol
lows : In 1733 a German family emigrated to this
country, and settled at Amwell, in Hunterdon County,
at Wert's Corners, now known as Wertsville. The
original name is not well defined, and in old deeds
and bonds it is written in various ways. The first

record extant is a deed from Col. Joseph Stout for a
tract of woodland in Amwell township, dated Dec. 7,
1743, in which he is named as grantee by the name

of William Helmus Virtue.

In

a bond dated May

executed to him by Peter Kunce, he is
To this bond his son is
named as Hellemos Werche.
a subscribing witness, and his name is written John
5, 1762, and

Weart.

Wilhelmus and Christine, his wife, had four chil
dren, — John (born on the high seas on the passage
Mary, who married a Cool, and
out), Christopher,
Mrs. Emrod, whose given name is not now remem
bered, and nothing is known of her family.
John and Christopher lived together at Wert's
Corners until about 1795, when Christopher died, and
John removed to Hopewell, now Mercer County.
Christopher's
and several

family remained on the old homestead,
of his descendants spell their names

" Wert," hence when the post-office was established
at Wert's Corners the office was named Wertsville.
John, born on the passage out, March 17, 1733,
years.
died at Hopewell in 1821, aged eighty-eight
His first wife was a daughter of Hendrick Salter, by
whom he had a son William, who lived at Hopewell.
His second wife was Mary Magdaline Varse, whom

Miss Varse emigrated from
Frankfort-on-the-Main. She was born in 1749, and
emigrated to this country in 1758, when she was nine
years of age, with her half-brother, Andrew Bearder,
who settled in Hunterdon County, near Flemington.
— John, Jr.,
By this marriage John had five children,
he married

July

7, 1776.

April

837

of the subject of this
and Jacob. Mary
Mary,
sketch ; Andrew, Margaret,
Magdaline died March 31, 1833, aged eighty-four
born

17, 1777, the father

years.

John, Jr., married Susan Stout, and had but one
child, the subject of this sketch.
Susan Stout was born Oct. 19, 1780, and died Nov.
She was a daughter
23, 1845, aged sixty-five years.
of Jesse Stout, who married Abigail Lot, and had
children, of whom Susan was the oldest.
descendant of the celebrated
family of Richard Stout, who married Penelope Van
Princes, the woman scalped by the Indians and left
for dead. She survived and lived to bear ten chil
dren, and to attain the age of one hundred and ten
years, and saw her offspring multiply to the number
of five hundred and two.1
Richard and Penelope's son Jonathan, who married
a Bullen, was one of the earliest settlers and founders
of Hopewell. His son David married Elizabeth Lar
rison, and their son James married Catharine Stout,
who was also a descendant from Richard and Pene
lope, and their son Jesse, who married Abigail Lot,
was the father of the mother of this sketch.
Spencer Stout Weart married Sarah Garrison,
daughter of Maj. William Garrison, who resided in

twelve
Susan

was a direct

Montgomery township, Somerset Co., and afterwards
at Lambertville, N. J. They had nine children, —
John Quincy, who married Mary Ann Meeker;

William Alfred, who married Catharine Griggs, both
residing near Stoutsburg ; Jacob, who married Cath
arine J. Van Winkle, residing at Jersey City; Charles
Douglass, who married Mercia Ann Nickleson, and
resides at Yardleyville, Pa. ; Spencer Algernon, who
married Ellen Stout Fisher, and resides on the old
homestead ; George Washington, who married Mary

T. Taylor, and resides at Philadelphia; James Man
ners, who married Jane Maria Taylor, died at Inde
pendence, Iowa; Osee Garrison, who married Andrew
Lawrison Holcomb, and who resides at Hopewell ;
and Susan, who married Jonathan Hunt Blackwell,
and resides at Trenton.
Sarah Garrison is a direct descendant from the
Her genealogy
noble Douglass family of Scotland.
has connected with it a romance worthy of record.
James Douglass, of Scotland, had a daughter named
Isabella, who desired to marry, as it was thought, be
neath the family, and the marriage was prohibited.
She and her lover agreed to elope and emigrate to
Philadelphia, and there marry. Isabella sought the
ship, but her lover failed to meet her, and she crossed
the Atlantic Ocean alone, and never saw him after
wards. _ On the passage out the ship was overtaken
by pirates, who robbed the passengers and ship of all

their valuables, so when they arrived in Philadelphia
Isabella found herself penniless and destitute, and
found a home with

a tailor,

who purchased her or

1Hist, of Hunterdon and SomersetCounties,N. J., p. 353.
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agreed to pay her passage, and she was to remain
with him until she worked it out. At the end of this
period a farmer from Sussex County, named Fortner,

went to Philadelphia to engage domestic help, and
who engaged to go with him to

there found Isabella,

On his journey home he found that
instead of engaging domestic help he had in charge
a refined and educated lady, equal if not superior to
any in the country ; so upon his arrival home he said
do housework.

I

" have brought a wife home
to his son Benjamin,
;"
you
for
and so it proved, for she married Benjamin
and had eleven children, — Louis, Andrew, James,
Benjamin, Jonas, Abigail, Sarah, Elizabeth, Mary,
Francis, and Joseph.
Abigail married William Garrison, Sr., and had by
him one child, William Garrison, Jr. William Gar
rison,

Jr.,

married

Osee

Roberts,

and they had five

children, — John R. P., Ura, Abigail, Sarah, widow
of the subject of this sketch, and Naomi.
The Douglass family had long been in the peerage
of Great Britain, and had titles of nobility conferred
upon them. Lord Lome, the Governor-General
of
Canada, who married the Princess Louise, is descended
from ,the Douglass family, and is1 a son of the Duke of

Argyle.
The Weart homestead is historic ground. The First
Baptist Church of Hopewell was organized at the house
of Jonathan Stout, who resided there, April 23, 1715.
Afterwards,
erected, in

wjbenthe first . meeting-house
1747, Col.

came to be

Joseph Stout, who then resided

there, desired that the meeting-house should be erected
at that place, but as the house stands on a high hill
overlooking the valley the majority of the congrega
tion decided not to climb this hill to attend worship,

and decided to erect the house in the valley where it
now stands. At this Col. Stout took great offense,
" that he could build a larger house than
and he said
congregation,"
and in 1752 he did so, and
the whole
made it five feet larger each way, the same being

thirty-five by forty-five,

with basement, two stories,
and peaked roof, and a large front door, which gave the
house a very imposing appearance.

This house in 1778 became the headquarters of Gen.
Washington and Gen. Lafayette, and from here they
proceeded and fought the battle of Monmouth.
Gen. Washington with his whole army crossed the
Delaware at Coryell's Ferry, now Lambertville, on

June

21 and 22, 1778,

and marched

directly to the

Hopewell valley, where the army was encamped for
several days. As Hopewell is only twelve miles east of
Lambertville, it is supposed that the army reached
In Gen. Greene's memoirs it is
there on June 23d.
stated that a general council of war was held at Hope

This was doubtless on the hill at
headquarters, where Lafayette was also.
Gen. Lee was at the house below the hill, occupied by
David Stout, and directly in front of Washington's
headquarters.
It is said that Mrs. Stout put one of

well, June 24th.
Washington's

her best beds in order for Gen. Lee, and was greatly

incensed when Gen. Lee retired to find that he took
with him to bed two large spaniel dogs.
From Hopewell, Gen. Washington moved the army
and fought the battle of Monmouth, June 28, 1778.

Col. Joseph Stout died in 1767, and bequeathed the
tract by will to Joseph Stout, who in 1789 conveyed
the same to Wilson Stout, who in 1799 conveyed the
same to John Weart, and it still remains in pos
session of the family. Sarah Weart, aged seventyeight, is now residing there with her son, Spencer Al
gernon.
It is a part of the tract of thirty thousand
acres of land in Hopewell and fifteen thousand acres

in Maidenhead (now Lawrence)
Daniel Cox, of Trenton.

once owned by Col.

At the time when the house was occupied by Gen.
Washington, John P. Hart resided there.
When the war of the Rebellion broke out, George
M.,1
two of the sons of Spencer Stout
W. and James
Weart, volunteered in Jersey City, and came home to

bid farewell to the family. On this occasion the men
of the neighborhood brought the large flag from
Hopewell village and raised a flag-pole near the
house and hoisted the flag in honor of this occasion.
The flag remained with Mr. Weart during the period
of the war, and upon all occasions of victories or re

joicing he used to hoist it on this eminence, where it
Mrs.
could be seen by the whole neighborhood.
Sarah Weart was president of the Women's Aid So
ciety of the neighborhood, organized to furnish sup
plies for the. soldiers, so that the old homestead again
became historic in the war of the Rebellion.
Spencer Stout Weart was a man of imposing figure,

over six feet in height.
He early joined the troops
forming a part of the Hunterdon brigade, and was
one of the escorts of Gen. Lafayette from Princeton
to Trenton in 1824.
He was commissioned second
lieutenant by Governor Isaac H. Williamson, June 5,
1826 ; afterwards

first lieutenant, and then made pay
master of the brigade with the rank of major.
He served as a chosen freeholder from Hopewell
township for five years. He was always foremost in
all patriotic movements. He took great interest in
the erection of the Hart monument,
State of New Jersey at Hopewell.

erected by the

With his own
teams and men he moved the monument from Rocky
Hill to Hopewell. In connection with Zephaniah
Stout, one of the commissioners, he removed Hart's
remains to the monument site. He furnished the
stone for the foundation of the monument, and did
all this without any charge to the State.
1 James Manners Weart was the first volunteer iu the war of the Re
bellion from New Jersey (Foster's New Jersey History of the Rebellion).
He afterwards went out as second lieutenant in the Twenty-first Regi
ment of New Jersey. Upon his return from the war he waslicensedas
an attorney-at-law,and Bettledat Independence,Iowa. He wasthe clerk
of the city from its first charter to the time of his death. He was assist
ant secretary of the Iowa Senate,afterwards secretaryof the Senate,and
was clerk of the Iowa House of Assembly at the time of his death. He
accidentally shot himself while out gunning, and died at the age of
thirty-four years.
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all others in the use of lime and other artificial fer
tilizers, and at one time was a very extensive grower

of peaches for the New York markets. Large fields
which were overrun with briers and weeds, under his
cultivation were brought to yield seventy-five bushels
of shelled corn to the acre.

mile southeast of Woodsville.

:

of Ralph.
daughter of Josiah
Elizabeth,
married
Jacob,
(2)
Hart, of Harborton.
McKinstry, removed
(3) Sarah, married William
York
State.
to New
Uriel Titus, of Titusville,
(4) Hannah, married
great-grandfather
(1) Samuel, the

I.,

:

Amy

Dunn.

7,

Pier(3) Sarah, born Jan. 18, 1778, married Philip
son.
Aug. 27, 1779, never married.
(4) Andrew, born
Sept.
born
1781, married Elizabeth
George,
(5)
Humphries.
(6)
(7)

Mary, born Aug. 16, 1783, married Amos Hunt.
Annie, born July 31, 1785, married George W.

Smith, Esq.
8,

Titus, born June
(9) Mahala, born Feb.
(8)

S'.

1787, married

Mary Runkle.

16, 1794, married

Benjamin

Hill.

Nathaniel, born Nov.
Phillips.
(10)

16, 1795,

married

Mary
6,

John Ege, the eldest son of Samuel, born May
Ralph Schenck, of
1775, married Mary, daughter of
Amwell, born Dec. 12, 1779, died Jan. 15, 1834, and
John Ege married (2) Zelpha Decker, widow of Jona
than Hunt.
Through the Schenck family Mr. Ege traces his
years.2

thousand
ancestry more than
said to have derived its name from
The family
Edgar de Schencken, chief butler to Charlemagne,
who about the year 798 granted to Edgar a title of
coat of arms, the shield
nobility, and assigned him
goblet, and the name De
being in the form of
"cup-bearer."
Schencken signifying the
traced from Edgar, through
The line of descent
the Barons of Fautchberg, to Christianus of 1225,

Harborton.
(5) Elizabeth, married Andrew Hart, of
settled near
Howell,
married
Jane
Nathaniel,
(6)

is

New Market.

a

a

N.J.

is

a

by Mr. Hobbs to Adam Ege by deed bearing date
April 14, 1759 (consideration, one hundred pounds),
and is still in the possession of the Ege family, the
present owner being John N. Ege.
It lies half a

grandfather of Ralph.
(1) John, the
William, born Aug. 18, 1776, married

(2)

a

ter of Thomas Hunt, and moved on a farm owned by
Hobbs,1
adjoining Thomas Hunt's. This farm,
John
containing one hundred and two acres, was conveyed

were

is

Mount Holly Iron-Works.
A large number of the family still reside in the
vicinity of Carlisle, and are prominent in church and
State. The name of the other brother, Martin, ap
pears as one of the subscribing witnesses to a deed
given to his brother Adam in 1759, and he is sup
posed to have settled in Philadelphia.
Adam Ege married, about 1748, Margaret, daugh

well, and a grandson of John Stout, of Nottingham
shire, England, born about the year 1600.
The children of Samuel Ege and Annie Titus

,

He was accompaned by two older brothers,
George and Martin, as near as can be ascertained.
George settled in Cumberland County, Pa., where his
descendants owned and operated successfully the

years.

i John Hobbs and wife Elizabeth were an aged couple at that time,
Hopewell Baptist
and prominent in the membershipand history of the
part of the house with
Church. They had no children, and lived in a
dam Ege until the death of Mr. Hobbs.

is

it

then to Wilhemus and Ludovicus to 1346, when
taken up in direct line.
Nydeck; (2) Hendrick;
(1) Hendric Schenck Van

Derick

(4)

Derick

(5)

Derick

;

(3)

;

first,

;

married,

; settled at

(6)

Derick.

celebrated Gen
(7) Gen. Peter (a brother of the
Martin Schenck, drowned at the battle of Nymegen
Gen. Peter married Joanna Van Scharin 1589).
penscel.
See Our Eome for 1873,and articles by Rev. G. C. Schenck, of Marl
boro', Monmouth Co.,who has given the subject much time and research.
2

Mary Quick ; second,
Harborton.
Samuel, the eldest son of Adam Ege, born June
daughter of John Titus, Jr.,
24, 1750, married Annie,
They settled on the homestead
born June 7, 1755.
at Woodsville, and the father, Adam, removed to the
farm at Harborton, which was after his death the
property of his son George.
(7) George,

" called
by him, and to be called, Hope
Andrew Smith was a professional surveyor,
and married Sarah, daughter of Jonathan Stout, of
Hopewell. He was son of Richard and Penelope,
so well known in Hope
whose remarkable history
well."

RALPH EGE.

Mary Ashton

the first to purchase land for settlement within the
present boundaries of Hopewell township, his deed
bearing date May 20, 1688, the tract specified in
the deed as

of the sub
Adam Ege, the great-great-grandfather
ject of this sketch, emigrated to this country from
Germany about the year 1735, at the age of thirteen

The children of Adam Ege were

John Titus, Jr., was the son of John Titus, Sr.,
about
who probably emigrated from Hempstead, L.
the year 1700, and settled on
farm on Stony Brook,
two miles east of Pennington.
John Titus, Jr.,
married Annie, daughter of Andrew Smith, who was
a

As a farmer he was one of the most successful ;
of the first to adopt and put in use all kinds of
new machinery and agricultural implements, and led

one
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Eugeltje

27, 1697, married

Van Doren, lived in Pleasant Valley, Monmouth Co.
(12) Garret, born May 23, 1719, married (1) Mary
Van Syckels, removed to Amwell, Hunterdon Co. ;
married (2) Mary Van Mater, (3) Anna Ten Eyck.
Ralph (Roeliff), born Aug. 25, 1752, married
(13)
Catharine

Emmons.

Ralph married, Oct. 18, 1864, Mary Emma, daugh
ter of Abraham Skillman, of Hopewell, and sister of
Charles A. Skillman, Esq., of Lambertville she was
born May 20, 1844, and
descended in direct line
from Capt. Thomas Skillman, of England, who came
over with the English forces in 1664, to capture New

Mary, born Dec. 12, 1779, married John Ege.
The children of John Ege and Mary Schenck were
(1) Ralph S., born Sept. 18, 1801, never married ; (2)

Amsterdam

Nov. 24, 1818.
Through the Voorhees family Mr. Ege traces his
ancestry to an Albert, of Drenthe, Holland, born
probably in the early part of the fifteenth century.
The last ancestor of the family at that place prior to

of

1660.

Lucassen,
children

His

were Mergin, Hendrick, Lucas, Jan, Albert, Abram,
Alche, and Janetje.

Abram J. Voorhees (the fifth generation from the
above) married Maria, daughter of Uriah De Hart,
of Ten-Mile Run, Somerset County, who was the fifth
generation from Simon De Hart, a French Huguenot,

I.,

who emigrated to this country in 1664 and purchased
acres of land at Gowanus, L.
his
grandson, Cornelius, settling at Ten-Mile Run in

three hundred
1720.

a

Uriah De Hart married Margaret, daughter of
descendant of the sixth gen
Henry Van Arsdalen,
eration from Simon Van Arsdalen, who was sent to
this country by his government (Holland) in 1645 to
inspect the white clays to ascertain if they were "suit
able for the manufacture of China ware."
Ralph, son of Andrew Ege and Sarah A. Voorhees,
was born on the farm where he now resides Nov. 23,
1837.
They had one other child, Mariana, who mar
ried Martin N., son of James Vanzandt, of Blawen
burg, Somerset County.
They have two children,

is

1

The name of Van Voorhees taken from their estatesbefore the
village of Hies (or Hees),south of Reinen, in the province of Drenthe,
Holland, part of ancient Friesland.

a

a

liberal education, and
fluent writer and speaker.
He united with the Presbyterian Church of Penn
ington at the age of twenty, was ordained
ruling
elder at twenty-six,
and, in connection with that
a

York April,

farm where he now resides, receiving such an educa
tion as farmers' sons generally;
but his thirst for
knowledge did not end with his school-days.
Amid
diligent
the cares of a farmer's life he has been
student, and has obtained through self-exertion

office, has frequently

been called upon to discharge

highly important and responsible duties.
He became superintendant of the Hopewell Sundayschool in 1865, and still continues to fill that position,
and
known as one of the most earnest, faithful,
and successful Sunday-school
workers in the State.
From this Sunday-school has arisen the Presbyterian
Church of Hopewell, of which he was at the organ
ization and
still leading member.
Mr. Ege
classed among the representative agri
culturists

of the county, and as one of the leading
of the Patrons of Husbandry in the
His voice and influence are ever used in

members
State.

higher
stimulating and encouraging the farmers to
appreciation of the importance and dignity of their
calling, as one of the leading professions of the age,
a

and arrived in New

are (1) Albert Augustus, (2) Sarah, (3) Andrew How
ard, (4) Ida Skillman, (5) Mary Henrietta.
The subject of this sketch was brought up on the

is

" from before
Hies"), and emigrated to this coun
try with his wife and seven children in the ship
"Bouticoe" (Spotted Cow), Capt. Pieter
fies

lius, of Hopewell. Her mother was Henrietta, daughter
David'
Stout, Esq., of Hopewell.
The children of Ralph Ege and Mary E. Skillman

is is

the departure to the shores was Coerte Albertse.
His
son, Steven Coerte, born in the year 1600, received at
his birth the name of Van Voor Hees1 (which signi

He settled

is

1806, married William Mershon; (3)
Andrew, father of Ralph, born Feb. 16, 1813, married
Sarah A., daughter of Abraham J. Voorhees, born

Anna, born

(New York) from the Dutch.

on Long Island, and some of his descendants in
Somerset County, N. J. Her great-grandfather was
Thomas Skillman, whose homestead was near Harlingen, Somerset County. Her grandfather was Corne

and one of the noblest and most worthy of all indus
He has avoided the strifes and contentions of

tries.

political life, but has taken

deep interest in every

Supposedto be the name of the Indian village which was locatedon
the hillside northeast of Dr. Parke, where they lived for many years
after hia purchase.
2

(14)

is

2

father of Ralph, in 1801, and has ever since that time
been in the possession of the family.

;

Roeliff, born April

a

(11)

The house in which Ralph was born was erected
about 1715 by Dr. Roger Parke, who purchased in
tract of four hundred acres which
April, 1697,
designated in the survey as lying on the north side of
" Wissamenson."
A part of this
Stony Brook at
purchased
tract was
by Samuel Ege, the great-grand

is

Neeltje
(10) Garret, born Oct. 27, 1671, married
Voorhees, and emigrated from Long Island to Mon
mouth County, N. J.

Hopewell.

a

Van Covenhoven ; (2) Annetje Wykoff ; (3) Catrina,
widow of Stoffel Hoagland ; emigrated from Holland
in 1650, settled at Flatlands, L. I.

Claudius Maxwell and Dora Vroom, and reside at

a

(8) Martin, who probably came to this country with
his son Roeliff, and died soon after.
(9) Roeliff, born about 1600, married (1) Neeltje

a

840
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progressive movement of his day, whether political,
educational, or industrial, which has been for the
improvement of the country and the prosperity of its
people. He is a prominent member of several organ
izations which have for their object the general wel
fare of society; is actively identified with all the
enterprises tending to improve and benefit the com
munity in which he lives, and enjoys the respect and
confidence of a very large circle of friends and
acquaintances.
COL.

WILLIAM

B. CURLIS.

Col. William

B. Curlis was born in the township
of Evesham, Burlington Co., N. J., on Dec. 15, 1830.
The family of which he is a representative is of
French origin, the name formerly being spelled Corlocated at an early day in Monmouth
County, N. J. Job Curlis, his grandfather, resided
near Vincentown, Burlington County, and married

lies, and

Of this union were born two sons,
William and Nehemiah, and two daughters, of whom
Beulah married Mark Moore, of Burlington County,
Wil
and Rachel, Ely Moore, of the same county.
liam Curlis, father of our subject, was born in 1797
and died in 1858. He was a bricklayer by trade, and

Rebecca Leeds.

engaged largely during his life in building on con
tract. He married Mary S. Lippincott (born 1803,
died 1880), a representative of an old Quaker family
of Burlington County, and herself a speaker among
the Friends. The issue of the union was ten children,
of whom nine reached adult age, namely, Sarah, who
Cressman, of Philadelphia; Eliza
beth, who became the wife of John Cox, of Burling
ton County ; Rebecca, wife of John Stewart, of
Elizabeth, N. J.; William Burr; Samuel Lippin
married Thomas

Mary, widow of William H. Asay, of Phila
Alfred, killed in command of his company,
Third New Jersey Infantry, at the battle of the
Wilderness during the late war; Daniel W. ; and
Anna, wife of Charles I. Wallace, of Camden.
Curlis' life were
The first eleven years of Col.
passed in his native township, where he imbibed the
rudiments of an education at the district school. His
where he
twelfth year was passed in Haddonfield,
also attended school, and the four following years he
worked upon a farm, going to school two months of
each year. At the age of sixteen he became appren
ticed to Thomas Maxwell, of Moorestown, to learn
the tailoring business, with whom he remained more
cott;

delphia;

than a year, and subsequently worked at the same
business with Samuel T. Leeds, of Rancocas, where
and with whom he re
he became a journeyman,
mained about five years. During 1852 and 1853 he
acted as salesman in several clothing-stores in the city

of Philadelphia, and iri the fall of 1853 established a
tailoring house at Tansboro', Camden Co., N. J., in
company with George Haines. This business con
nection continued but a short time, and on May 16,
1854, he organized a custom tailoring establishment
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at Pennington, N. J. He continued in successful
trade at Pennington until Sept. 23, 1861, when, feel
ing it to be his duty to answer his country's call in
her hour of need, he raised a company of volunteers
for three years or during the war, and was mustered
into the service of the United States government as
captain of Company F, Ninth New Jersey Infantry.

He was promoted to major of the regiment Jan. 8,
June 15, 1864.
The service that Col. Curlis performed when in the
army, and the engagements in which he participated
1863, and lieutenant-colonel

may be briefly summarized as follows : 1862, Reno's
(First) brigade, Burnside's expedition, January 3d ;
capture of Roanoke Island, N. C, February 8th;
battle of Newberne, N. C, March 14th ; bombardment
and capture of Fort Macon, N. C, April 25th ; picket
duty April to August ; provost-marshal of Beaufort,
Goldsboro'
expedition,
N. C, August to December;
independent com
December 11th ; on Heckman's
mand,

Southwest

Creek,

December

12th;

before

Kingston, December 13th ; Kingston, December 14th ;
Whitehall, December 16th ; Goldsboro', December
17th ; First Brigade, Second Division, Eighteenth
(Star Brigade), December 22d; 1863, expedi
tion to Little Washington, March 30th to April 4th ;
provost-marshal sub-district of Beaufort, N. C, April
Corps

to September ; 1864, Deep Creek, Va., February 7th ;
near Deep Creek, March 1st; Cherry Grove, Va.,
April 14th ; Port Walthall, Va., May 6th, 7th ; fielddivision, Eighteenth
officer of the day, Weitzel's
Corps, May 8th, 9th ; destruction of Petersburg and
Richmond Railroad, injured at Point of Rocks, May
9th ; Second Brigade, Second Division, Tenth Corps,
to December, on court-martial duty at Carroll
Hall, Fortress Monroe ; in command of a provisional
brigade, consisting of Twenty-third New York Cav
alry, Seventeenth Massachusetts Infantry, two com

June

Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, and
independent company of North Carolina
Resigned at
Cavalry, Oct. 1, 1864, to Feb. 1, 1865.
panies

Graham's

Carolina City, Feb. 17, 1865.
The resignation of Col. Curlis from the army was
compelled by the serious impairment of his health.

Returning to Pennington, he remained quiet for a time
that he might regain some of his lost strength, and
then took active charge of the post-office again, hav
ing been appointed postmaster in June, 1861, and re
taining the position throughout his service in the army
The performance of the
up to the present time.
and
the charge and oversight
duties of this position,
of an excellent farm near Pennington have occupied
the greater part of his time since his return to the
life of a civilian. Added to this are his duties as
secretary of the Mercer County Mutual Fire Insurance
Company, a position to which he was elected in Au
gust, 1877, having been a director of the company for

a number of years before.
Col. Curlis is recognized as one of the most intelli
gent and enterprising residents of Pennington, and
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since his location there has identified himself closely
with the institutions of the place. He has refused to

accept political office, but in his private capacity as a
citizen he has exerted a wide and beneficent influence.

of the Pennington Cemetery Associa
tion, a member of Cyrus Lodge, No. 148, A. F. and
A. M., of Pennington, of Wilkes Post, No. 23, G. A. R.,
of Trenton, and one of the vice-presidents of the
Officers' Association of New Jersey.
He is also a
regular attendant and supporter of the First Presby
terian Church of Hopewell, at Pennington. He was
married, June 20, 1866, to Miss Anna C, daughter of
William Welling, of Hopewell township, and has two
living children, viz., George H. and Mary R. Curlis.
He is

a director

CALEB

BAKER.

Caleb Baker was the son of Philip and Maria Baker,
Somerset Co., N. J.,
who resided at Griggstown,
where the former followed farming occupations.

hood in labor upon the farm, meanwhile enjoying
such opportunities for education as were afforded by
the public school of the neighborhood.
Having de
cided to acquire

a trade, he removed to Princeton
and served an apprenticeship to a jeweler.
He, on
the completion of his period of service, established

himself in Bordentown in the jewelry business, where,
with the exception of an interval of change of resi
dence, he remained for many years. At a later period
he removed to Lawrenceville, and for two years re
sumed his early occupation as a farmer. Mr. Baker,
however, having preferred city life to the quiet of the
country, removed to Trenton, which became his home
during the remainder of his life.
Caleb Baker was united in marriage to Miss Susan,
daughter of David Stout, of Hopewell township.

Their children are David S. and William H., both of
whom reside in Trenton.
Mr. Baker was induced as a result of delicate health
to remove to Trenton, where he abandoned business
pursuits and devoted himself to rest and leisure.
He seldom interested himself in public affairs, and
manifested no desire for participation in the distrac
tions of political life. He was, however, especially ac
tive in church enterprises, and for many years was a
On
member of the Baptist Church of Bordentown.
his removal to Trenton, both he and his wife became
connected with the Hanover Street Baptist Church of
that city.

Mr. Baker's death occurred Feb. 9, 1879, in his
sixty-seventh year. His remains are interred in the
family burial plot in Hopewell, where an imposing
Mrs.
monument indicates their last resting-place.
Baker still survives, and resides with her son, Wil
liam H., in Trenton.

/(plUvl. ^S^>

a

I.,

I.,

JOSEPH MOORE PHILLIPS.
The original ancestor of the branch of the Phillips
family represented by the subject of this sketch was
Theophilus Phillips, who resided at Newtown, L.
in 1676, and who married Ann, daughter of Ralph
Hunt, one of the patentees of that place, and one of
from the Indians
the purchasers of Middleburg, L.
in 1656. The children of Theophilus Phillips were
Theophilus, William, and Philip,- of whom William
The other two sons
became
freeman of New York.
township,
settled in Maidenhead,
now Lawrence
Mercer Co., N. J., and were the ancestors of the nu
merous branches of the Phillips family now repre
sented in that county.

John Phillips

resided in Maidenhead as early as
and soon after that date married Miss Abby
Tindall, by whom he had four sons, viz. Thomas,
Of these, Thomas
Joseph, Theophilus, and William.
was the grandfather of the subject of this sketch.
1740,

:

Their children were Sally, Elias, Cornelius, Ulick,
Caleb, Samuel, Jacob V., Catherine, and others who
died in childhood.
Of this number Jacob V. and Catherine are still
living.
Caleb, who is the subject of this biography, was
born in 1812, in Somerset County, and spent his boy

he"

passed the
He was born in Maidenhead, where
earlier years of his life, and in 1790 purchased of the
heirs the old John Hart property, near the village of

LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP.
Columbia

(now

Hopewell), Mercer Co., where he
of his days, and died about
1819.
He married Catharine, daughter of William
Phillips, of Maidenhead, and had children,— William,
Ephraim, Elijah, John, Enoch, and Sarah, who mar
ried Joseph Moore, of Hopewell. Of these, Ephraim

passed

the remainder

removed to Beaver County, Pa., where his descend
ants are influential residents at this day. Elijah also
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T., who lives in the District of Columbia;
who also married William L. Titus, and is
dead; Elizabeth B., residing in Trenton; William
R., living in Kent County, Del. ; and Millie, also re
siding in Trenton.
Joseph Moore Phillips was born on the old home
Charles

Catharine,

stead upon which he resides on Oct. 13, 1822.
The
central and older portion of his residence was erected
by his grandfather, Thomas Phillips, in 1805.
Here
he grew to years of maturity, and on Oct. 26, 1844,
married Miss Marietta Sutphen, daughter of William

P. and Ursilla (Van Kirk) Sutphen, of Montgomery
township, Somerset County.
At the age of twentySutphen
three he removed to the
homestead for two
years, where he engaged in farming, and subsequently
followed the same occupation in the township of East
Amwell, Hunterdon County, for seven years. At the
expiration of that time he removed to the Phillips
homestead, which he now owns. A portion of it has
been devoted to building-lots, and a part of Hopewell
village stands upon the original tract.
Mr. Phillips is recognized in the community in
which he resides as an intelligent and enterprising
farmer, in active sympathy "with the progressive
movements of the age, a friend to the cause of edu
cation, and a cheerful supporter of church and kin
dred institutions.
He acts politically with the Re
publican party, but is no politician, and has studiously
avoided the acceptance of public office.
In deference
to the wishes of both his political friends and oppo
nents, he is now filling his second five-year term as
justice of the peace. He was a trustee of his school
district for over eighteen years, and has acted as ex
ecutor, administrator, and guardian in a number of
cases.

his life in Beaver County, engaged in farming
pursuits.
John died in Rock Island County, 111.,
where he held several prominent offices, and was a
leading citizen for many years, and Enoch died at
Hopewell a few years ago.
passed

William Phillips, father of our subject, was born
at Maidenhead, in the year 1789, being one year of
age at the time of the settlement of his father at
Hopewell.
He passed his entire life as a farmer on
the old homestead, still occupied by his son, and was
of probity and moral worth, confining himself
closely to the peaceful pursuits of agriculture, and
but little in public affairs.
His wife
participating
was Martha, daughter of John and Elizabeth Van
a man

He is a member of the board of directors of

the Mercer County Mutual Fire Insurance Company,
and is interested in other local institutions and enter
prises. His judgment is regarded as excellent, and
his advice and counsel are sought by a large number
In the management of large business in

of people.

terests he has ever manifested the strictest integrity,
and is worthily held in high esteem by his friends and
neighbors.
His children are William Imlah, farming
the homestead property ; John Schenck, engaged in
farming in Buchanan County, Iowa ; Martha E., wife
of Lewis Labau, of Harlingen, N. J. ; Emma O, wife
of Stephen W. Van Syckel, of Hunterdon County ;
and Mary J., residing at home. Mrs. Phillips is still
living.

He died in 1854, in
cleve, of Hopewell township.
his sixty-fifth year, and his wife in 1842, in her fortysecond year.
Their children who reached adult age

were ten in number, namely, John V., who resides
in Missouri ; Thomas, who passed the greater part of

his life in IOwa, but died at Hopewell ; Joseph M. ;
Sarah, deceased, wife of William L. Titus, of Hope
well; Jane M., deceased, wife of Andrew J. Lanning ;

CHAPTER LXIX.
LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP.
Situation

and Boundaries.—

If

any township
Mercer County, may be called the centre township
In a north and south
the county it is Lawrence.
rection it extends about nine miles, from Millham

in

of
di
to

844

HISTORY OF MERCER CQUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

Princeton, nearly across the county.

From its

east

ern extremity to the eastern border of the county
it is about as far as from its western extremity to the
county's most western point.

stature.
He married Martha Horsful, and had
daughters named Ruth and Betsey.
The former
married Stephen Hunt, the latter Jesse Hunt, of

Kentucky.

The soil is rich and fertile and abundantly pro
ductive.
Grass grows luxuriantly, and the fruits and
cereals are cultivated in large quantities.
The Pennsylvania Railroad crosses the southeast
corner, with a stopping-place at Lawrence Station.
Settlement. — It appears from deeds still in exist
ence that Ralph Hunt, who was one of the two who
paid the consideration for the original deed of the
property,''
"church
thus owning the farms adjoining
upon which the Presbyterian Church at
ground
the
Lawrenceville stands, repurchased them from Daniel
Coxe in 1723, including grounds now occupied by the

(II.) Edward married Charity, daughter of William
Cornwell, or Cornell, and had children nanjed Ralph,
John, Abigail, and Elizabeth. John was the father
of Asa, Ralph, Edward, Nathaniel R., Mary (the wife
of Henry Drake), Martha (wife of John Lanning),
and Elizabeth (wife of Christopher Vankirk).
Abi
gail married Robert Updike. Elizabeth married a
Northrup.
(III.) Nathaniel, born July 27, 1733, lived in Law

church.

Oct. 14, 1765 ; Mary, born March 15, 1766 ; Philip,
born July 1, 1769; Mary (the second of the name),
born Jan. 23, 1771 ; and Samuel, born Nov. 12, 1780.
From this branch of the family are descended Samuel,

Some idea of the extent to which settlement had
advanced in the township and vicinity in 1698 may
be obtained from a glance at the large number of
names of persons to whom the church property was

deeded that year, and who were referred to as "in
adjacent."
habitants of Maidenhead and parts
It is
not at all improbable that there were many men liv

ing in the township at the time who took no active
part in the establishment of the church.
It is likely
a few of the persons named below lived in Hopewell,
but that a majority of them resided within the pres
ent borders of Lawrence cannot be doubted:
Ralph Hunt, John Bainbridge, Johannes Lawren
son, William Hixon, John Brearley, Samuel Hunt,
Theophilus Phillips, Jonathan Davis, Thomas Smith,
Jasper Smith, Thomas Coleman, Benjamin Hardin,
William Akers, Robert Lanning, Philip Phillips,
Joshua Andris, Samuel Davis, Elnathan Davis,
Enoch Andris, Cornelius Andris, James Price, John
Runyan, Thomas Runyan, Hezekiah Bonham, Ben
jamin Maple, Lawrence Updike, Joseph Sackett, and
Edward Hunt.
Reference to some of these persons will be found
in succeeding pages.
Of some of them no resident of
the township has any knowlege.
Data concerning
the pioneers of Lawrence is at the best incomplete.
Such as diligent inquiry and research has brought to
light are here presented.

The Hunt Family. — From records to which the
historian has had access, as well as from tradition, it
appears that Ralph Hunt was one of the earliest set
tlers in New Jersey.
He came from Newtown, L. I.,
some time before the beginning of the last century,
and purchased a large tract of land lying on both
sides of the king's road in Maidenhead, and extend
ing northward to Stony Brook.
He also owned an
extensive tract in Hopewell, and another about New
ton, in Sussex County.
The sons of Ralph Hunt and
his wi'e Elizabeth were named (I.) John, (II.) Ed
ward, (III.) Nathaniel, (IV.) William, and (V.)
Daniel.
(I.) John, known as Capt. Hunt, was of unusual

rence, opposite Capt. Inman's, on the king's road,
northeast from Lawrenceville, and by his wife, Mary
Phillips, had Joseph, born July 1, 1764 ; Ralph, born

the son of Ralph Hunt, and others well known in the
township.

Ralph and Anne.
•(IV.) William's children were
Maj.
Daniel
Dr. Benjamin (of
Ralph,
had
(V.)
Lebanon), and Elizabeth, wife of Jacob Anderson.
It appears that Ralph Hunt was the progenitor of
all of the name of Hunt in this section. His descend
ants are widely distributed over the counties of Hun
terdon, Sussex, and Mercer, with one branch in Hope
well.
They are very numerous, and some of them
may be found at Cincinnati and Urbana, Ohio, and
at Lexington, Ky. The present residence of Samuel
Hunt, son of the late Ralph Hunt, is supposed to
in this township.
He
have been his dwelling-place
is thought to have lived at one time, but not perma
nently, on his property in Hopewell. How long or
how continuously
he lived in Maidenhead is not

" London" Ralph Hunt,
of the name living
on Stony Brook, in Hopewell, and known in conse
quence as " Stony Brook" Ralph Hunt. One of his
daughters married Philip Phillips, a son of Theoph
ilus Phillips, and the probable progenitor of the
Phillips family of Lawrence.
In the old town record book of Maidenhead appears
known.
He was known as
to distinguish him from another

this entry :
"Samuel Hunt was born April ye 5th day in the year of pur Lord
1724."

Later the following was written :
" Samuel Hunt recordshis children's age that wasborn in Maidenhead
March 14th, 1765.
" His daughter, Elizabeth Hunt, born April 27,1742.
" His son, William Hunt, born January 7, 1744.
" His daughter, Mary Hunt, born May 31,1746.
" His daughter, Penelopy Hunt, born December2, 1748."
The old town record book contains a record of the
of the children of a Ralph Hunt who seems
to have been contemporary with the Samuel Hunt
Of what branch of the family he
first mentioned.
The following is the entry :
was does not appear.
births
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"March 15,1755,P'»me Abner Phillips, ck. ; Ralph Hunt recordshis
children'sage, boru in Maidenhead.
" Ralph, born April 27,1742.
" Philip, born June 1, 1744.
" Elias, born May 14,1746.
"Sarah, b<jrnOctober15.1748.
" Jemima, born May 17,1751.
" Keziah, born January 26,1754.
" Elizabeth, born June 21,1756.
" Abigail, born July 26, 1758.
" Mary, born December18, 1760."

The last three names were added after those pre
ceding them had been recorded by the clerk.
By his will dated June 15, 1717, and proved Oct.
12, 1720, witnessed by Ralph Hunt, Theophilus Phil

lips, and John Davis, one Samuel S. Hunt left his
farm, lying on both sides of the king's road, in Maid
enhead, to his son, Samuel Hunt ; lands lying on both

sides of Stony Brook, in Hopewell and Maidenhead
townships, to his sons John and Ralph. For his other
sons, John and Ralph, and his daughters, Mary,
Anna, and Elizabeth, he provided with other prop

erty and by payment of legacies.
Samuel Hunt, son of Samuel S. Hunt, above men
tioned, devised his property as follows : By a will
dated Aug. 22, 1752, proved in the following Novem

ber, and witnessed by George Pettit, Isaac Pettit, and
Samuel Green, all living in the county of Sussex, to
Samuel Hunt his farm lying in Maidenhead, to Rich

John, and Thomas Hunt about eleven hundred
in Sussex County ; to Ralph Hunt an education
and money ; to his wife a dower in Samuel Hunt's
farm during her life ; his horses and negroes to be
divided among all his children.
ard,

acres

Phillips Family.— It

appears that Philip Phil
lips, born Dec. 27, 1678, was the patriarch of the
Phillips family of Lawrence and vicinity. He was
a son of Theophilus Phillips, and a grandson of a

certain Ralph Hunt, of Newtown, L. I., and married
of the pioneer, " London"
a daughter
Elizabeth,

Ralph Hunt,
The births of his children are thus recorded in the
old town records of Maidenhead :
" His daughter Hannah was born February lla, 1702.
" His son Philip was born October6th,1704.
" His son Richard was born December1st,1705.
" His daughter Abigail was born October9th,1708.

"His daughter Elizabeth was born the 14thMarch, 1711.
" His daughter Mary was born July ye 13th,1713.
" HiB son Abner was born February ye 12th, 1716-1718.
"His daughter Esther was [born] December21at,1719.
" His sou Samuel was born February ye 12th,1722.
" His daughter Ruth was born May ye lBt,1724.
"His son John was born July 29lh,1726.
" DeceasedMarch 16th,1792,aged 65 years and 9 months.
" His sonElias was born October 23, 1723."

y

The will of Philip Phillips

It

was dated Aug. 22,

was witnessed by Samuel Hunt, John Van
Cleve, and Lewis Charles Faroniel. It was proved
His devisees were his children —
November, 1740.
1740.

Philip, Abner, Samuel, John, Esther, and Ruth —
and his wife Elizabeth. His executors were his son
Philip and his wife Elizabeth.
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The following entries concerning Abner Phillips,
Philip Phillips, and his family appear in the
time-worn records of Maidenhead :
son of

" Abner Phillips marryage,December ye 3, 1740.
Phillips'
"The age of Abner
children being born in Maidenhead.
" His daughter, Jemima Phillips, was born November4tb,1741.
" Ruth Phillips was born Octoberye 26th,1742.
" Jemima Phillips was horn November10th,1744.
" Keziah Phillips was born March 13th,1745.
" His son, Elias Phillips, was born DecemberyQ23d,1747.
" His daughter, Dermelia Phillips, was born February 14th,1750.
" Elizabeth Phillips was born Jany 10", 1753.
" HiB son, Samuel Phillips, was horn February 8th,1754.

" Abner Phillips was born April 4tb,1757.

" His daughter Sarah was born March 31st,1759."

Two other children, whose names are illegible,
were born, one in 1761, the other later. The con
dition of the record is such that no further informa
tion is obtainable from it.
The will of Joseph Phillips

It

was made

April

23,

was witnessed by William Phillips, John
Phillips, and Benjamin Stuart. It directed that his
real estate and personal property should be sold, and
the proceeds divided among his heirs. The executors
1748.

were his wife, his brother, Theophilus Phillips, and
his brother-in-law, Abner Phillips.
Theophilus Phillips' will was dated May 29, 1761,
and was witnessed by Ralph Hunt, John
It gave to Abigail,
and Abner Phillips.
house and household goods, the use of a
and a dower in money, payable annually

Bainbridge,
his wife, his
negro man,

during her
his property "to his children, John,
widowhood;
William, and Francis Bainbridge, and to his grand
children, and to his grandchildren of his son Joseph,
deceased, — Elizabeth, Hezekiah,
Theophilus."

His

Mary, Joseph, and
executors were his sons, John and

William Phillips.
Joseph Phillips' will, dated

1768, directed that his
property be divided between his wife and youngest
son, Joseph, and his daughter, Mary Philpat, his son
Samuel to be placed to learn a trade at the age of

sixteen.

John Phillips, a descendant of the settler, Philip
Phillips, had a son Joseph, whose children were (1)
Joseph, (2) William, (3) Frances, (4) Abigail, and
Joseph, the son of John, was the his
(5) Martha.
torical Col. Joseph Phillips, mentioned by Stryker 1
as Maj. Joseph Phillips, of the New Jersey Battalion.
This was the first military organization of New Jer
sey, and was formed of five companies from Somerset
It was
County and three from Hunterdon County.
commanded at first by Col. Philip Johnson, who was
killed at the battle of Long Island, after which Maj.
Joseph Phillips was promoted to be a lieutenant-colonel
Subsequently he was colonel of
and later a colonel.
the first regiment of Hunterdon County, forming a part
of the brigade of Gen. Philemon Dickinson. This
regiment participated in the battles of Long Island,
SpringTrenton, Assanpink, Princeton, Germantown,
1Page 335,"Officers and Men of New Jersey."
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In the regiment of Col. Phil
field, and Monmouth.
lips were his two sons-in-law from Lawrence, John
Phillips, previously in the Continental army, and
Elias Phillips, who was a very brave partisan officer,
and performed a number of daring and successful ex
ploits against the enemy. The family of the latter is
Joseph Brearley, Benjamin Van Cleve, and
extinct.

Henry Phillips, all from this township, also served in
this regiment.
Some time after the Revolution Col.
Phillips died in a stone house which stood on the

three sons, all of whom became officers in the United
States army.
The eldest was in the war of 1812-14,
and was taken prisoner at Detroit.
The descendants

of Capt. Jonathan are in Ohio, those of Capt. John
at Pittsburgh, Pa.
,
Another family of Phillipses in Lawrence is de
scended from John Phillips, who emigrated from
in 1740. Soon
Wales, and settled in Maidenhead
after his arrival he married Abbie Tindall, and had

site of the present residence of his grandson, James
Gould Phillips, in Lawrenceville, opposite the church
yard, in an unmarked grave in which the remains of
the old patriot are supposed to have found a resting-

four sons named Thomas, Joseph, Theophilus, and
William. Theophilus, the grandfather of John F.
Phillips, was, perhaps, one of the most prominent
time."
He
members of the family in "the olden
Margaret
had
married
sons, John
Disborrough, and

The following particulars have been obtained
concerning his family: (1) Joseph, his oldest son
and child, read medicine with Dr. Nicholas Belle
ville, a surgeon of the French-American army, who
and
remained in the country after the Revolution,
spent the balance of his life in Trenton.
Later he
raised'
in New
was appointed surgeon of a battalion
Jersey, which was attached to the first army organ

Henry remained on the old homestead of his ances
tors, and married Jennie Feaster in 1827, and had a
family of seven sons and three daughters, of whom
one was John F.. Phillips, who owns considerable
property on the Princeton turnpike in the eastern

place.

ized

under

the

Federal

government.

He

subse

quently saw much service, which continued until the
reduction of the army.
Returning to Lawrenceville,
he passed a quiet life, which closed July 29, 1847.
He had married,
Dr. Phillips was then eighty-two.
late in life, Mary C. Moore, who died at fifty-five,
Their children were named James
16, 1849.

Dec.

James Gould is living
Gould, Joseph, and Juliet.
in Lawrenceville, unmarried. Joseph married a Miss
Griskey, of Philadelphia, and became a business
man in New York, whence he went to participate in
the late civil war, serving with such credit as to ob
tain promotion to a captaincy.
He has sons, Joseph,
Lewis, Augustus, and Edward, all in business in New
Juliet married Elisha
York, and two daughters.
Gordon, and lives in Delaware.
spent
(2) William removed to Kentucky, where he
his life and reared a family.
(3) Francis married William Phillips, of Lawrence,
and had one daughter, who is dead.
Abigail married Capt. Edward Madison
(4)

Yard,

now of Trenton (an officer in the United States navy
during the late war), and bore him children.

Martha never married.
One Ralph Phillips, from this township, also served
(5)

in the Revolutionary war. In the Continental army
were Capt. Jonathan Phillips and his brother, John
The former served until the
Phillips, of Lawrence.
close of the war, and was a member of the Society of
The latter resigned,
the Cincinnati for New Jersey.
and became a captain in the First Regiment of Hun
Capt. Jonathan Phillips died, leav
ing two sons, Horatio Gates and Churchill Phillips.
Horatio Gates Phillips moved to Ohio in 1804, and
settled in the valley of the Miami, on the site of the
At a later date Churchill Phillips
city of Dayton.
Capt. John Phillips had
also went to Dayton, Ohio.

terdon County.

and Henry. The former removed to Bristol, Pa.,
where he practiced medicine with much success about
forty years, and died there at the age of seventy.

He is a graduate of Princeton
College, and is the largest and best farmer in the
township, if not in the county.
Baker Family. — The name of Baker has long
Three brothers of
been prominent in this township.
part of the township.

the name, whose Christian names are unknown, came
One of
to America from England at an early date.
these located at Eighteen-Mile Run, one in Pennsyl
vania, and one in Maidenhead, on the road between

The latter had one son
Lawrenceville and Trenton.
named Joseph and several daughters.
Joseph Baker married, and located on the New
Brunswick turnpike, about a mile from Baker's Basin.

His

were named (I.) Martha, (II.) Matilda,
Sarah, and (IV.) Benjamin.
I. Martha married Jonathan Brearley, and located
children

(III.)

at Franklin Corners.

II. Matilda married John Brearley, and located
near Pri n cess vi lie, and had four children, named Jo
seph B., Randall, Susan, and Mary. Joseph A. mar
ried Gertrude A. Hart, and remained on the home
Randall went West. Susan died unmarried.
stead.
Mary, unmarried, lives with her brother.
III. Sarah married Lott Howell, and located near
Trenton, in Ewing township, and had a large family.
IV. Benjamin married Elizabeth Conover, and set-'
tied at Baker's Basin. His children were Maria, Ann,
Joseph, Garret, Lamattie, Eliza, Matilda, Theodore,
Benjamin, Jr., Margaret, and Isaac B.
Maria married Churchill Phillips, and, after living
at Lawrenceville many years, removed to Ohio. Ann
Joseph removed West. Garretdied
died unmarried.
young.
Lamattie married Bergen Van Nest, and lo
cated in West Windsor, and had one son, Edward,
Eliza married William Con
who died unmarried.
over, and went West. Matilda married John Mahon,
and

located

at Trenton,

and

had

two daughters,
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named Elizabeth

and Mary Ann. Theodore went
Benjamin, Jr., married Margaret B. Stryker,
Margaret died unmar
and lived at Baker's Basin.

West.

ried. Isaac B. married Mary Baird, and located on
the old homestead of his father at Baker's Basin. He
had two children, — Charles H., who married Joanna
Cook, and lives with his father, and Ellen B., who
married Clark Flock, and lives near Baker's Basin.

Lanning Family. — John Lanning settled in what
is now Lawrence township prior to the Revolution,
purchasing a large tract of land on the king's road,
about two miles from Lawrenceville to the northeast.
His first wife was Martha
He was twice married.
Hunt. His second was Rachel Hawkins. His chil
dren were (I.) Mary, (II.) Elizabeth, (III.) Abigail,
(IV.) Sarah, (V.) Martha, (VI.) Susan, (VII.) Char
ity, and (VIII.) Edward.
I. Mary married John Lawrence, and located on
a portion of the old homestead, and had two sons,
Andrew and Edward.
Andrew married Eliza Slack, and settled adjacent
to his father's homestead.

Edward married

Jane Slack, and located on the
family.

same tract, and reared a large

These brothers were both shoomakers.
II. Elizabeth married Elijah Hart, and located in
Nathaniel, Martha, John, Edward,
the township.
and Elijah

Of
Hart were her children.
Edward survives.
Abigail married Thomas Hooper, and settled at

Benjamin,

these only

III.

Hamilton Square, and had children named John L.,
Moses, Thomas, Lanning, Stephen, Mary, Sarah Ann,
and Martha.
IV. Sarah and (V.) Martha died unmarried.
VI. Susan married John Fisher, and settled near
Hightstown.
Among her children may be named
John, Robert, and Samuel Fisher.
VII. Charity married Moses Allen, and located in

Warren County, and reared a large family.
VIII. Edward married Ann Bryant, and located on
a portion of the homestead tract, and engaged in

His children

farming.

garet, Eliza,
Mary.

John,

Benjamin,

Martha, Absalom,

Sarah,

Benjamin,

were John,

Margaret,

and

Mar

Price, and

Mary all died

young.

Eliza married Cornelius Van Dyke, and located in
Hopewell, and had eight children, among whom were
Edward L., Margaret J., Mary, Charity, Adelaide,
and

Juliet Van Dyke.

Their children
Sarah married Horace D. Varian.
were William, Price, Miles, and Maria. None of
them live in the township.
Martha married Jacob Gordon, and located in the
northeast part of the township, and had seven chil
dren.

Price married Henrietta Drake, and set
tled on the old homestead of the family. His children
were John E., Mercer B., and Thomas C. John E.
Absalom
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Mary Scudder, and is a lawyer, living at
Mercer B. married Emma B. Gordon,
Long Branch.
and is living with his father. Thomas C. is unmarried.
Mershon Family. — It is not known who was the
married

to settle in the township.

first Mershon

The first

there of the name of whom his descendants have any
knowledge was Benjamin Mershon, who had two
sons, William and Asher, the latter of whom died
young.

William Mershon, son of Benjamin, was born
March 1, 1769, and married Prudence, daughter of
Jasper Smith, and had two children, one of whom
was a daughter, who died unmarried.
The other was
Samuel D. Mershon, a venerable citizen of Lawrence,
who lives where his father, and presumably his grand

He married Mary S., daugh
children were William,
Francis, Joseph, Jasper, Louisa, Caleb S., and Jo
seph (the second of the name).
William lives in Rahway.
Francis, Joseph, and
Jasper are dead. Louisa married Edward P. Brearley.
Caleb S. married Mary Berrien, and lives near his
Joseph (the second of the name) married Ida
father.
A. Drake, of Hopewell, and lives with his father.
Smith Family'. — The Smith fainiiy were among
Jasper Smith, one of
the pioneers in Maidenhead.
the best known of the name, was born there, but
passed much of his years elsewhere.
Late in life he
returned and lived on the king's road between Law
renceville aud Trenton, near Lawrenceville. He had
children named Daniel, Enoch, Prudence, Betsy, and
Daniel and Enoch removed to Sunbury, Pa.,
Sarah.
father, lived before him.
ter of Caleb Shreve.

His

when young, and both became prominent lawyers
there.
Betsy married E. Richard Hill, of Ewing,
four miles above Trenton, and had sons named Jona
than, Jasper, Samuel, Enoch, and Wallace, all of
whom except the latter, a resident of Trenton, are
dead. Sally married Elias Scudder, of Ewing, and
had sons named Jasper, Abner, Daniel, and John.
In his will Jasper Smith conveyed the parsonage
farm to the trustees of the Presbyterian Church of
Of him Rev. A. Gosman, the pres
Lawrenceville.
ent pastor, spoke as follows :
"There are other evidencesthat Mr. Smith's heart was deeply inter
estedin the welfare of the church. We find him prominent among the
foundersof the church at Flemington, where he residedfor a time. His
noble gift to this church did not spring from any ostentation,but was
due to his love for Christ and the souls of men. The propertywhich he
bequeathedwas the fruit of his early toil in his profession,and coming
to his native place to spend the evening of his life, he saw how the
church was struggling to sustain the ministry, and how inadequately
it was sustained,and from the purest motivesand the greatestwisdomhe
set apart his own estate that it might be the sourceof perpetual bless
community."
ings to this whole

Hart,

and Cook Families. — The
in Maidenhead prior to 1700, and
were prominent citizens at a later date. The follow
ing record concerning one branch of this family ap
pears in the town records :

Hardin,

Hardins lived

" The age of Benjamin Hardin's children is as followeth :
" His son Benjamin was born March 6, 1700.

848

HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.

" Sarah was born Jan. 19,1702.
"Joseph was born Jan. 31,1704.
" Mary was born March 25,1706.
" Samuel was born Jan. 21,1710.
" Elizabeth was born May 31, 1712."

Ralph Hart was an early settler in Lawrence, and
left his real estate there to his sons Samuel and Ben

Two of his sons, Ralph and Josiah, settled
His daughter Mary married Jemima,
in Hopewell.
daughter of George Woolsey, Sr., and had a son, Dr.
Noah Hart, and daughters Jerusha, Hannah, and
Elizabeth. By a second wife, a Widow Merrill, he
Josiah
had a daughter Mary, wife of George Smith.
married Mary Titus, daughter of John Titus, Sr., and
had Elijah, Nathaniel, Andrew, Titus, Rebecca (wife
of Thomas Wilson), Sarah (wife of Andrew Smith),
Elizabeth (wife of Jacob Ege), and Mary (wife of
Ishi Van Cleve).

jamin.

It is

not possible at this date to ascertain who was
the first of the Cook family to locate in Maidenhead.
The name early became prominent in the township.

The following extract from the township records will
be of interest in connection with the name :
" The ageBof William Cook's children :
" Honor Cook was born July 11,1723.
" Henry Cook was born Dec. 17,1724.
" Winseak Cook was born Nov. 13,1726.
" Abigail Cook was born Oct. 26,1728.
" Phillips Cook wasborn Sept. 8, 1730.
" William Cook was born Sept. 7, 1732.
" Jobe Cook was born Oct. 3, 1733.
" Mary Cook was born Feb. 1, 1735.
" Sary Cook was born Aug. 17,1739.

" Antoney Cook wasborn May 30,1740.
"Elijah Cook was born March 3, 1741.

"Abigail Cook was born March 25,1743.
" Penelopy Cook was born May 8, 1744."

The name of Garret Cook often appears in minutes
of early transactions in the township.
Brearley Family. — Two brothers named Brylerley, from York, England, came to America about
One of them went to Virginia with Lord Fair
1680.
fax, the other came to New Jersey with Lord Jer
sey. The first of the family known to have lived in
Mercer County as now bounded was John Brylerley,
"
Grove"
who located in Maidenhead, on the Spring
turnpike.
By
farm on the Trenton and Princeton
this time the name had been changed to Brearley, as
it is spelled now. This John Brearley married and
had children, among whom were two sons, David and
Benjamin.

David Brearley married Mary Clark, and succeeded
his father on the farm. He had children named (1)
Joseph, (2) David, (3) Abishai, (4) Esther, and (5)
Joseph Brearley married Rachel McZerujah.
(1)

Clair, and settled on the old homestead. He served
through the Revolution.
Commissioned captain, he
went to Canada with the forces under Maxwell, and
After a time he re
soon was promoted to be major.
signed the latter commission, and later served as aidede-camp to Washington.

He was again commissioned
of the struggle,

as major, and so served to the end

about which time Governor

Howell, of New Jersey,
which title was his
1805.
The period 1783-1805 he
passed on his farm in Lawrence.
The children of
Gen. Joseph Brearley were Charles, David, Joseph,
Benjamin,
Pearson, Ann, Elizabeth,
Harriet, and
Maria.
Charles died unmarried at Dayton, Ohio.
David married Hannah Jones, and remained on
the old homestead until the outbreak of the war of
him
until his death, in
commissioned

as general,

1812-14, when he received a colonel's commission,
and entering the army, served until peace was declared.
He was then appointed Indian agent by President
Monroe, and held the position many years. He sub
sequently took up a large tract of land in Arkansas,
whither he removed, spending the balance of his life
there.

Joseph married Johanna Hendrickson, and, living
had three daughters, — Caroline, Hen
Caroline married Simon Sill,
rietta, and Charity.
and removed to St. Louis. Henrietta and Charity
in Lawrence,

died young.
Benjamin

married Susan Ryall, of Trenton, and
lived on a part of the homestead farm till 1812, when
he was commissioned first lieutenant in Capt. Ogden's
company of artillery, serving through the war. Later
he removed to Michigan, where he died in 1842. He
had two daughters, — Rebecca, now Mrs. Imlah Moore,
of Trenton, and Louisa, unmarried, a resident of
Trenton.
Pierson went to Arkansas with David, and after
his return died in Princeton, unmarried.
Ann died in Princeton, unmarried.

Elizabeth married

Ezekiel Smith, a farmer near

Princeton.

Harriet died in Trenton, unmarried.
Maria died unmarried at Princeton.
(2) David Brearley read law at Princeton, and settled
at AUentown.
In 1776 he was a member of the first
Constitutional Convention, for which he was outlawed
by the British government, and a reward of one hun
dred pounds offered for his apprehension.
He was
later commissioned colonel, and on his way to join
the army of the West was recalled to take the chief
justiceship of New Jersey, an office which he held
until his death, Aug. 15, 1790, aged forty-four.
He
was twice married, — first to Elizabeth Mullen, second
to Elizabeth Higbee, of Trenton.
His children were
William, Elizabeth,
Joseph, Mary, Harriet, and
David.

Of William all

traces are lost.

Elizabeth married John Potts, and died leaving
two sons, John and Edward, who died in Louisiana.
Joseph died unmarried.
Mary married Ebenezer Hopkins, and died leaving
sons, David and Edward.
The former died young.
The latter married, and had a son Charles.
Harriet and David died unmarried.
(3) Abishai and (4) Esther died unmarried.
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Benjamin married a Miss Ringgold, and settled
in Lawrence.
He was killed by a fall from a wagon,
leaving no children.
A John Brearley, who was a descendant from John
of J.
Brearley, the pioneer and great-grandfather
Baker Brearley, built the house now occupied by the
latter, south of the Princetou turnpike, in the south
eastern part of the township, in 1760.
It has been
(5)

kept in good repair, and is substantial and homelike,
but preserves some of the characteristics distinguish

John Brearley married Esther
ing houses of its age.
Jones, and had children, — Samuel, George, James,
Isaac, John, Stephen, Sarah, and Jonathan, concern
ing some of whom the following information has been
obtained :
Samuel married Frances Baker, and had a family.
One of his sons was named Samuel.
George married, and had Stephen, James, and
other children.
James never married.

John married Matilda Baker, and had children
Baker Brearley.
named Susan, Randall, Mary, and
Susan and Mary never married.
The latter is living
Baker, who
at an advanced age with her brother,

J.

J.

married Gertrude A. Hart. Randall went to Indi
ana, and there married Ophelia Hughes.
Green Family. — George Green, from Ewing, lo

in Maidenhead village in

cated

His

1768, and died

in

1777.

were Caleb, Charles, James, and Richard.
The sons of Caleb were George S., Caleb S., John C,
Henry W., and James. Of these only George S. and
sons

Caleb S., both of Trenton, are living, Henry W. be
a member of the State Constitutional Conven
tion, chief justice of the Supreme Court of New Jer
sey, and later chancellor^ dying two or three years
ago.
Caleb S. has served as judge of the Court of
The other brothers were well known in their
Errors.
came

chosen

walks of life.

,

Other Early Residents. —Besides the families
previously referred to, the following persons were
pioneers or descendants of pioneers in this township :
Joshua Anderson and Enoch Anderson, James

Philip Ringo and Albertus Ringo, Hezekiah
Benham, Stephen Chalmers, Thomas Coleman, Law
rence Updike, Sr., Lawrence Updike, Jr., and John
Updike, Joseph Reeder, Andrew Foster, Benjamin
Maples, Joseph Scudder, and Stephen Jones.

•

Price,

Some of these surnames are now unknown in the
township.
Some present residents there bearing some
of them cannot trace their descent from any of the
persons above referred to. Some of the above men
tioned have descendants living in Lawrence and ad
joining townships.

From the Records.— The following extracts from
the old town records are presented because of the
historical interest which attaches to the movements

to which they refer, and also for the reason that they
contain the names of many who must have been among
township.
the more prominent of the residents of the
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" At a Town meeting held in Maidenhead,January lHt,1712,Th3 In
habitants of the said Town have unanimously agreedamongthemselves
to endeavor for the promoting of a County in the upper parts of the
province aboveAssunpinke, and in orderthereuntohave oblidged them
selvesseaverally and Respectively to pay their seaveral and Respective
sumsof moneyat or before the secondDay of February next ensuing the
date hereofunto Phillip Ringo or to bis assigns,which saidPhilip Ringo,
of Maidenheadjat the sametowne meetingabovementionedwas Chosen
and appointed by the towne to be the Treasurer or Receiver of the said
money for the promoting the business aforesaid, and also at the said
meetingJohn Brearley, John Bainbridge, and Joshua Anderson are men
that were Chosenand appointedto Call the saidTreasurer to an account
concerning the said Respectivesums of money,and the said John Bain
bridge at the sameTowne meeting is Chosen by the Towne to appear
beforethe Governorfor them on their behalf in order for the accomplish
ment of the aforesaidbusiness.
"The inhabitants above mentioned having at the said meeting sub
scribed themselves to pay the aforesaid Respective sumsof money as
followeth :
£ s. d.
John Bainbridge
2
Ralph Hunt senior
William Hickson
1 10
John Brearley
1 10
Philip Phillips
Joshua Anderson
Enoch Anderson
James Price
00 15
Alburtus Ringo
hezekeahBonham senior
00 15
henry Mershon
00 15
Powell Huff.
00 15
Stephen Chalmers
00 15
Thomas Coleman
00 15
Samuelhunt
Ol. 15
Jasper Smith
,
William Bings
00 ]5
Garret Coak
00 15
Jacobus Nagel
00 15
Derick hufl
00 15
Lawrence opdyke
00 15
Johanus Laureuson
09 15
Edward hunt
00 15
Joseph Reader
i
00 15
William Lees
Joseph hill
ThomasEvans
00 10
Benjamin Maple
00 10
william akers
00 6
*
Ebenezer Petty
00 6
Thomas huff
00 6
Timothy Baker
00 12
Benjamin Harden
00 15
John hart Junior
00 15
Andrew Foster
00 6
Richard C. Hunt
00 6

15
10
15
10
10

10

10
10

" At a public Town-meeting :
"Memorandum: It is agreed by the Inhabitants of Maidenhead yc
the Town-Lot is to be sold to the Higost Bidder by the way of public
vendue,aud ye purchaser to keep ye money in his hand for six months
from the dateof these presentswithout Interest, he giving Bound and
Security if required under the penalty of one Hundred pounds procla
mation money, and y» price of ye sd Lot to be laid out for a parsonage
for a Presbyterian societyfor the use of the Town of Maidenheadaswit
nessour Hands this Sixth day of November,1730.
" Ralph Hunt, Jasper Smith, Phillip Phillips, Henry
Mershon, Timothy
Baker, (illegible), Hezekiah Bonham, Joshua Anderson, Jr., Theoph
ilus Phillips, Wi11.Benge, Edm. Bainbridge, John Phillips John
Bainbridge, John Anderson, Jun., John Bruvley, John Smith Jas
per Smith, Jun., Lawrance Opdyk, Henry (illegible), Lawrence
Opdike, Jun., John Updike, Abram. Anderson, James (undecipher
able), Nehemiah Howell, Joseph Brearley, Samuel Hunt, Stephen
Jones, John Smith, Jun., Richard (illegible), Benj. (illegible)
John Read, David Hunt, Joseph Scudder,John Coe, John Ander
son."

In

regard to this action the present pastor of the
Church of Lawrenceville, Rev. A. Gos-

Presbyterian

man, has written as follows:

"I

find that in 1730there was an attempt madeby the people of the
town to sell the town lot, and appropriatethe moneyfor a parsonagefor
the use of the Presbyterian Society of the town of Maidenhead but
this effort was unsuccessful,owing to a failure on the part of the town
to make a good title, and that in the sameyear, three days later it was
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Bold at public Bale,tbe money to be used ae a majority of the town
should determine. If the majority voted that it should go as proposed
in the first sale, or if, as is probable,the lot itself was placed by vote
in the hands of the trusteesof the Presbyterian Society, this would ex
plain how the town-lot cameinto the possessionof our church, was de
fendedby the trusteesof the church iu 177S.in a suit brought to regain
it by St. Michael's Church, of Trenton, and conveyed to Major John
Phillips, March 31,1804,for Ihe consideration of £1150,and which is
thirtynow occupied by the family of the late William Dye. Out of
five names signed to the proposal to sell this lot for a parsonage,twelve
are the namesof thosewho, thirty-two years before,took out the deed
Society."
from the West Jersey

Organization. — The territory now embraced within
the limits of Lawrence township formerly constituted
the township of Maidenhead, was legally organized
Feb. 21, 1798, and was named in honor of the town

of Maidenhead, near London.
The change in the name of the township was ef
fected at the desire of a majority of its citizens, by an
act of the General Assembly passed Jan. '2A, 1816, its
present name having been given in honor of Capt.
James Lawrence, so conspicuous in the history of the
brilliant naval events of the war of 1812-15, whose
" Don't give up the ship I" will
memorable words,
live while people write and speak.
The area of Lawrence was somewhat reduced by
the erection of the township of Millham from its ter
ritory by an act of the Senate and General Assembly
of the State of New Jersey, passed in January, 1882.
Civil List. — The old town record book of Maiden
head contains minutes of numerous elections and
proceedings of town officials under the provincial
government, which preceded that established as the
result of the Eevolution, and the legal organization
of the township uttder the laws of the State of New
Jersey. This book was in use from about 1711 to
1867, and from it and another which contains a record
of township affairs since that date the following civil
It is probable that some of
list has been compiled.

the earlier officers were elected at years intermediate
between dates given, but there is nothing in the
records which definitely shows this to be true :
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
John Brearley, 1719.
John Anderson, 1729-41,1747.
John Price, 1730-44,1746-47.
John Johnson, 1742-44,1746.
John Van Cleve, 1745.
David Brearley, 1745.
Stephen Jones, 1748-51.
Abraham Temple, 1748-51,1757-

James Brearley, 1767-74.
Joseph Inslie, 1768-69.

John Rossell, 1775-77.
Benjamin Vancleve, 1775.
Philip Phillips, 1776-77.
Aaron Vancleve, 1778-83.
Salartbiel Pierson, 1792,1784.
Henry Cook, 1779.
Andrew Johnson, 1780-82.
61.
Edmond Bainbridge, 1780,1783.
Joshua Anderson,1752.
Stephen Johnes, Jr., 1781-83.
Joseph Pierson, 1752.
Joseph Phillips, 1783,1789.
Benjamin Stephens,1753,1779.
Jonathan Phillips, 1784-85.
Thomas Stephens,1753,1756.
Daniel Agnew, 1785-86.
John Bainbridge, 1754-55.
Jonathan Hunt, 1787.
Abner Phillips, 1754-55.
Elias Phillips, 1787.
Edmond Bainbridge, Jr., 1756.
John Stevens,1788.
John Phillips, 1757-63.
Joseph Brearley, 1790-91.
Samuel Phillips, 1762-63
1790-91,1793-1803.
¦William Phillips, 1763, 1770-74 Ralph Phillips,
Jasper Smith, 1792.
1778,1781-82,1786.
John Tindall, 1764.
Waters Smith, 1764-66.
Thomas Tindall, 1765-67.

Johu Phillips, 1793-96,1799-1817.
Israel Stevens,1797-98,1816,181819.

Henry Mershon, 1738.
Joseph Scudder, 1737.
Abraham Temple, 1739.
Robert Taylor. 1740-43.
Peter Mershon, 1747.
William Whalen, 1748.
Samuel Baker, 1749.
Houghton Mershon, 1749-50.
Samuel Phillips. 1752-53.
Samuel Smith, 1754-55.
John Phillips, 1756.
Thomas Stevens,1757.
Robert Tabor, 1758-59.
Cornelius Slack, 1760.
David Brearley, 1761.
Josiah Furman, 1762.
Joshua Smith, 1763.
Thomas Waters, 1764.
Daniel Pierson, 1765.
James Peirce, 1766-68.
Andrew Vannoy, 1769.
Waters Smith, 1770.
William Binge, 1771.
Joseph Pierson, 1772.
Joseph Reed, 1773.
Timothy Baker, 1774.
Benjamin Cox, 1775.
Silas Waters, 1776.
Job Pierson, 1777.
Robert Furman, 1778-79.
Stephen Lanning, 1780.
Benjamin Slack, Jr., 1781.
George Guennip, 1783.
Anthony Bishop, 1784,1787.
Charles McCoy, 1785.
Christopher Hull, 1786.
Theophilus Phillips, 1787.
Salarthiel Pierson, 1788.
William Compton, 1789-90.
Edmond Bainbridge, 1791.
Joseph Tindall, 1792.
Richard Bainbridge, 1793.
George Bullock, 1794.
William Phillips, 1795.
Stephen Johnes, Jr., 1796.
William Howell, 1797.
Philip Hendrickson, 1798.
John White, 1799.
Israel Stevens,1801.

Henry Mention, 1800,1802-3,1807
-8, 1815.
Jacob Mershon, 1804-6.
Richard Price, 1809.
Anthony South, 1810.
Absalom Price, 1811.
Calebs. Green, 1812.
Jacob C. Van Cleve,1804-8.
Joseph Bullock, 1809-11,1813-14.
James Brearley, Jr., 1812.
John Stevens.1812.
Joseph W. Van Cleve, 1815-16,
1823.
William Smith, 1818.
Charles Reeder,1819-22,1831-32.
Caleb S. Green, 1820-22,1830-32.
Isaac Brearley, 1823-26.
James Mount, 1824-29.
Lewis W. R Phillips, 1827-30,
1834-35,1838-49.
Thomas Capner,1833-35.
Henry D. Phillips, 1833.
James Brearley, 1813.
John Pharis, 1814.
John Welling, 1816.
Joseph Ivins, 1817.
TheodoreIvins, 1818.
John Smith, 1819-23.
Thomas Tindall, 1824-25.
John Cade,1826-32.
John Reed, 1833-36,1838.
Joseph McJohnston, 1836-41,184549.
William S. Cook, 1836-37.
Washington Johnston, 1843-44.
Israel B. Stevens,1850-51.
Jeremiah W. Perrine, 1850-51.
James A. Hutchinson, 1852-55.
James G. Phillips, 1852-55,1864-70,
1872.
Robert White, 1856-57.
Lewis A. Reeder,1856-61,1877-80.
William Scudder,1858-65.
George Brearley, 1862-63.
Miller H. Warren, 1866-67.
Benjamin M. Phillips, 1871.
Samuel H. Ford, 1873-76.
John B. Reed, 1875-76.
John S. Vankirk, 1881.

TOWNSHIP CLERKS.
Joshua Anderson, Jr., 1728,1734,] Benjamin Smith, Jr., 1804-25
1741-43,1748-50.
James G. Phillips, 1845-55.
Garret W. Smith, 1856-63.
John Bainbridge, 1751-52,1761.
John Anderson, 1753-54.
John B. Scudder, 1864.
Abner Phillips, 1755,1757-63.
N. H. Furman, 1865-67.
Joshua Anderson, 1756.
I George W. Johnston, Jr., 1868-71,
David Hunt, 1705-69.
1873.
Benjamin Brearley, 1770-75.
'. Aaron C. Cook, 1672.
Edmond Bainbridge, 1776-80.
James A. Risdon, 1874-76.
Joseph Phillips, 1781-86,1788-89, Mercer B. Lanning, 1877.
1803,1826-29,1831-44.
| Thomas Abbott, 1878-89.
Jonathan Phillips, 1790-96.
| R. B. Blackwell, 1880.
James Brearley, Jr., 1797-1802. 1 J. MacphersonBerrien, 1881.
ASSESSORS.
John Bainbridge, 1717,1719,1721, Joseph Phillips, 1769-70.
1751-52.
John Rossell, 1777-83.
JackBOn Anderson, 1718,1728-41. Aaron Van Cleve, 1788-89.
Jasper Scudder, 1796-97,1802-6,
John Peirce, 1742-44.
StephenJohns, 1745.
1810-20.
Joseph Pearson, 1748-49.
Enoch Johnson, 1821-31.
James A. Phillips, 1832-37,1841.
Abner Phillips, 1750.
William S. Cook, 1838-40.
John Van Cleve, 1753,1767-66.
Joseph Scudder, 1764-55,1793-95, Ralph P. Hunt, 1842-45.
Absalom P. Lanning, 1846-55.
1798-1801,1807-9.
Isaac B. Baker, 1856-73.
Thomas Stevens,1756.
Benjamin Brearley, 1767-68.
John P. Scudder,1874-81.
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COLLECTORS.
Philip Ringo, 1717-18.
David Peirce, 1777-78.
Alexander Hopper, 1719.
Robert Furman, 1779.
John Peirce, 1721,1728-41.
Philip Moore, 1780-83.
John Johnson, 1742-44.
Philip Phillips, 1784-86.
Joseph Scudder,1787-92.
John Brearley, 1745-49,1816-18.
William Phillips, 1750.
Samuel Cook, 1793-99.
Abner Phillips, 1751-62.
Henry Mershon, 1800-7.
John Coleman,1753.
Enoch Johnson, 1808-15.
Josiah Furman, 1754.
William Smith, 1819.
Joseph Pearson,1820-39.
Joshua Smith, 1755.
Joshua Anderson, 1756-57.
John S. Cook, 1840,1856.
Benjamin Slack, 1758-63.
Harvey Brearley, 1841-48.
Benjamin Stevens,1764.
Lambert R. Hughes, 1849-55.
SamuelHunt, 1765.
John Rue, 1857-60.
Nathaniel Hunt, 1766.
William J. Hart, 1861-62.
James Peirce, 1767.
Edward P. Brearley, 1863-73.
Henry Cook, 1774-76.
Theodore S. Howell, 1874-75.
ThomasStevens,1768.
Isaac B. Baker, 1876-78.
Benjamin Van Cleve, 1769-73.
Samuel Girton, 1879-81.
TOWNSHIP
John Van Cleve. 1768-69.
Wilson Hunt, 1768-69.
Benjamin Bainbridge, 1718.
John Phillips, 1768,1787-88,1799,
1800-3.
Daniel Busby, 1769-70.
Joseph Scudder,1769-71.
Joseph Phillips, 1770.
John Insler, 1770.
David Brearley, 1771-73.
EdmondBainbridge, 1771-79,178990,1797-1802.
Andrew Wilson, 1771-73.
Benjamin Brearley, 1771.
John Rossell, 1772-76.
GeorgeGovern, 1773-77.
Benjamin Mershon, 1774-79,178788.
Benjamin Van Cleve,1774-76,1802.
William PhillipB, 1777,1779.
AaronVan Cleve, 1777.
Henry Cook, 1778-86,1815.
Andrew Johnston, 1778-79.
John Phillips, 1778.
Andrew Vannoy, 1780.
William Mershon, 1780-83.
David Price, 1780-87.
Edward Engleton, 1780.
John Lanning, 1781-82.
Job Rossell, 1781-82.
SamuelHunt, 1783.
Theophilus Phillips, 1784-87,178990.
RobertFurman, 1784-86,1788-90.
Joseph Scudder,1784-86.
Israel Smith, 1787-90.
Daniel Agnew, 1788.
Benjamin Mershon, 1787, 1792,
1802.
StephenJohnes, 1792-1793.

COMMITTEE.
Joseph Smith, 1794-97,1800-2.
John Lanning, 1798-1805.
Israel Stevens,1803-10.
John Brearley, 1804-12.
Edward Lanning, 1806-28.
Theophilus Phillips, 1811-32.
Richard M. Green, 1813-29.
Charles Reed, 1829-32,1837-40.
Charles Reeder, 1830.
Philip Van Cleve, 1831,1832.
John Smith, 1833-40.
Waters Smith, 1833-51.
Benjamin Titus, 1833-36.
Jeremiah W. Perrine, 1841-55.
George T. Browning, 1841-43.
Joseph B. Scudder,1844-48.
P. B. TomlinBon, 1849-52,185657.
James C. Flock, 1852-68.
Wesley Dancer, 1853,1854.
John Scudder,1855.
George R. Cook, 1856,1857.
George S. Pott, 1858-63.
Noah Reed, 1858-68.
Charles S. Hunt, 1864-72.
Stephen J. Flock, 1869-73.
James M. Hendrickson, 1869-72.
S. B. Green, 1873-75,1880.
William Campbell,1873.
John G. Clark, 1874,1878.
Richard P. Stults, 1874.
Caleb S. Mershon, 1875-77.
Henry Dye, 1875,1876,1878,1879,
1881.
Caleb Cliver, 1876,1880.
Joseph Slack, 1877.
Bernard McManus, 1877.
Joseph H. Hulfish, 1878-81.
William Ford, 1879.
George Rhein, 1881.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.
Joseph F. Bartine, 1870.
SamuelFirth, 1871.
John P. Scudder,1872,1877.

Randall Stults, 1873.
John Tenpine, 1874.
Thomas Abbott, 1876,1881.

Industrial History. —A primitive industrial en
terprise in Lawrence was an old tannery, which was
established at a very early date on the farm of Capt. F.
W. Vankirk. in what is now Eosedale school district.
The earliest operator of whom any knowledge is ob55

tainable

was one Jonathan
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Hunt, who carried, on

business there during the Revolution, and probably
until the final abandonment of the tannery, in 1785.

As early as 1787 Israel Hunt erected a saw-mill
on Stony Brook, and about 1800 sold it to Benjamin
Titus, who added to it a fulling-mill and coopershop and erected a grist-mill. The old mill was
torn down about 1820, after having been idle some
years. The grist-mill continued in the possession of

Mr. Titus until

1845, when his son, David Titus, suc
ceeded him, and sold the property to Thomas H. West
in 1860. During the next twenty years it had sev
eral successive owners, and in 1880 was purchased
by Aaron Reeder, the present proprietor.

The grist-mill now known as Lawrence Mills was
built early in the industrial history of the township,
as is supposed by some members of the Mount fam
ily, and was long known as Mount's Mills, Thomas
Mount having been the earliest known owner. This
mill, which is located on Assanpink Creek, on the
southern border of the township, has changed hands
from time to time.
It was rebuilt about 1870 by
John B. Reed, who then owned the property. Dur
ing the past three years Charles Temple & Sons have
been the owners and operators.
On the same prop
erty is an old saw-mill which has always been owned
with the grist-mill and now in connection with it.
The well-known Golden Mill, the property of Mr.
J. Golden, is located in the northeast part of the
township

on Stony Brook.

The Van Kirk distillery was started in 1814 by
Foster W. Van Kirk, who, at his death, in 1862, was
succeeded by the present proprietor, William Van

Kirk.
Villages and Hamlets. — Lawrenceville

is a
small but pleasantly situated village, about five miles
northeast from Trenton, on the king's road, and
about the same distance from Princeton.
It was

formerly known as Maidenhead, and is noted for its
exceptional educational facilities and its old
Presby
terian Church, which was the fourth organized in
New Jersey.
Many of the residents of the village

are retired farmers, some of whom are descendants of
the pioneer families elsewhere referred to.
The nucleus of this village seems to have been the
old church where the early settlers for many miles
around worshiped, and in whose graveyard the bones
of most of them found their last resting-place.
It is
recorded that the first county court of Hunterdon

County was held at Maidenhead, on the second Tues
The magistrates present were
day of June, 1714.
John Bainbridge, Jacob Bellerjeau, Philip Phillips,
William Green, John Holcomb, Samuel Green, and
one other, nearly all of whom were residents of this
township. And in 1715 the first civil trial in

Hunter

don County was held at Maidenhead.
In the records
of the Court of Sessions in Hunterdon County there
is an entry as follows : " June 5th, 1716, proclama

tion made, and the court adjourned

to the meeting-
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in half an hour. God save the
The early prominence of the Presbyterian
Church led to the frequent meeting of the Synods of
New York and New Jersey, and of the Presbytery of
New Brunswick, at Maidenhead, far back in the last

the time practically unarmed, their muskets having
been put in the front of the wagon for conveyance,
and Adjt. Phillips decided to take advantage of this
fact, and capture the team and wagon and their

century.

to take in the daring adventure he had planned, and
both remained concealed in the stable till the wagon
Then with loud shouts the
was directly opposite.

house in Maidenhead

king."

From time immemorial there has been a tavern in
John Moore is supposed to have been
the village.
He died many years
the builder and first keeper.
Roswell Howe,
the Misses Van Cleve, Wesley Morris, James B. Dumont, John Taylor, and perhaps others. The keepers
James Risdon is the present one.
have been many.
When the British held possession of Trenton and
Princeton, this village was on the common thorough
ago, and subsequent owners have been

fare between those places. On one occasion the old
tavern was the scene of an exciting and memorable
Many of the able-bodied male residents
adventure.
The people
were with Washington in Pennsylvania.

living along the king's road had retired to the hills
in the township of Hopewell, leaving their homes
uncared for, except as some of them ventured back
Tinder cover of the darkness, or when they had reason
to think their presence would be unobserved by the
enemy, to see if their domiciles had been opened or
One day one of the Hunts returned to
disturbed.
visit his residence (a stone house, nearly opposite
Van Cleve's), having a servant with him, who kept
watch by the roadside to give notice of the approach
of any of the enemy.
house he was startled

after

Soon
he entered the
by a cry from the colored
days,—
man, which was all too well known in those
" The Hessians are coming !"
Hunt hurried out, and the two mounted their
horses, and spurred rapidly towards the tavern, the

In the tavern were three or
Hessians in hot pursuit.
the sounds of the race,
minute^men,
who,
hearing
four
ran out, and brought their guns to bear upon the ap

proaching Hessians, shooting the foremost as they
advanced and dispersing the others, who rode off to
The Hessian who had been shot
wards Princeton.
soon died, and his body was buried in a wood belong

ing to Col. Joseph Phillips, northwest qf the road,
where, tradition says, the superstitious in the neigh
African'
race, often imag
borhood, especially of the
in
uniform, stock and knap
his
spirit,
ined they saw

sack, for many years afterwards.
Elias Phillips, then adjutant

of his regiment, in
company with a slave visited his home, late the resi
dence of Dr. George White, deceased, but slept in astable near the present residence of Rev. Dr. Hamill.
They arose early in the morning, and discovered a

Henwagon, drawn by a four-horse team, descending
drickson's hill, a little southwest of the village, and,
belonged
as it came nearer, they noted the fact that it
hospital
with
loaded
supplies,
was
and
to the enemy,

then much needed by the British, in charge of a guard
of three soldiers, walking in the rear of the wagon, a
The soldiers were at
fourth riding the wheel-horse.

convoy.

He instructed the negro in the part he was

two patriots rushed out upon the unsuspecting Brit
ons, the negro seizing the wheel-horse by the bridle
and presenting his gun at the head of its startled

rider, while Phillips quickly possessed himself of the
soldiers'
muskets, and emptied their pans, rendering
Then interposing himself
them useless as fire-arms.
between them and their owners, so that the latter
could not use them clubbed in their defense, with a
gun directed at the nearest soldier, he demanded the

oi the guard in a manner that brooked
With his four prisonersparley nor delay.
guarded
with such attention as
of-war
by the
he could himself give them, Adjt. Phillips drove
surrender
neither

the team across the country, avoiding the highways,
and crossing the Delaware at a ferry some distance
above Trenton, delivered his prize to Washington's

army.
This exploit being reported by the officer of
the day to Gen. Washington, the latter gave orders
that Phillips should be brought before him.
When
complimented
the adjutant appeared, Washington
him upon his bravery, and directed him to take the
best horse of the team as his share of the prize.
Adjt. Phillips was noted for his enterprise and his
desperate daring on the field and elsewhere during
the struggle for independence.
He was promoted to
be a major before the close of the war.

Afterwards
he was elected high sheriff of Hunterdon County, and
died during his term of office. He was remarkable
for his military bearing, and his brilliant conversa
tional powers and pleasing address.
Collections," pub
In the " New Jersey Historical
lished in 1844, appears the following:
" When the British troops were passing through Lawrenceville, after
Washington's retreat through the Jerseys, a party of Hessians entered
the dwelling of Jacob Keen, who was a strong Whig. His wife, a
woman of great courage and resolution, had locked up her silver in a
bureau. Upon their entering she despatchedone of her children in
searchof an officer. She stood beforeher bureau with the keys in her
hand. They demandedin their own language that she should open the
drawers. She pretendednot to understandtheir object,and they, much
enraged,were in the act of breaking open the drawers with the butts of
their muskets when an officer enteredwith the child, and the men re
treated."

The narrator of the above anecdote was at the time>
but six years old, and was secreted in an oven during
the parley between Mrs. Keen (her mother) and the
soldiers, and was residing in Trenton as late as 1842.
The first store in Lawrenceville was opened by
Ralph Shreve in 1821 or 1822. A few years later
Shreve sold out to Henry Brearley, who removed the
building to the place on the northwest side of the
king's road, where it yet stands, occupied as a resi
dence by

Henry S. Clendenning.

Here Brearley
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traded about ten years, removing thence to a dwell
ing opposite Rev. Dr. Hamill's residence, which he
purposes and occupied
remodeled for mercantile
about a decade, latterly with a partner under the firmname of Brearley

& Pearson. Pearson & Hart suc
& Pearson, removing the business
ceeded Brearley
to the store now occupied by N. Higgins Furman,
About 1858 Pearson
which they built about 1850.
& Hart were succeeded by McGalliard & Hughes,
who in 1861 disposed of the business to David Verbright.
A year or two later Verbright went out of
business, and the store was closed until the firm of
N. Higgins
Brearley & Furman opened it in 1868.
Furman succeeded that firm in 1874.
A .store was kept in a building on the east side of
the road now occupied as a wheelwright-shop
by
Henry and Charles Van Cleve for many years up to
1859, when Charles Van Cleve, the surviving brother,
died. In the same building George A. Atchley kept
a store from 1866 to 1871.
The village now contains one general store, kept by
N. Higgins Furman, a temperance hotel, kept by
Henry Risdon, the wheelwright-shop of H. T. Bender,
a Presbyterian Church, a school-house,, a number of
attractive and substantial dwellings, the Lawrenceville
Classical and Commercial High School.
The post-office is in charge of N. Higgins Furman,
who was commissioned

as postmaster

in

1874.

Baker's Basin. — This hamlet had its beginning in
the hotel built in 1806 by Benjamin Baker, who was
an extensive land-owner there, and gave his name to
After the construction of the Delaware
the locality.
" basin" there, where
and Raritan Canal, Baker had a
boats were loaded with lumber

and country produce,
From
for many years, until the wharf was removed.
this circumstance the settlement which grew up there
The tavern had
came to be known as Baker's Basin.
many successive keepers, the last of whom was Ben
jamin P. Baker. In 1870 the building was purchased
by Benjamin Pidcock, who converted it into a dwell
ing, and has since occupied it as such.
The first merchant at Baker's Basin was E. B. Parvin,
He was succeeded
who opened a store about 1836.

hy Gideon Hutchinson in 1839, and he by Twining &
Girton in 1843, Charles Twining then becoming the
owner of the store. This firm was succeeded by Jo
seph H. Shepard, and Shepard by John Hafner in

The present owner of the building is William
A coal-yard has from the first been kept in
connection with this store.
About 1860 a large shed, which had been built by
E. B. Parvin for the shelter of mules employed on the
1881.
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terthwaite, Isaac B. Baker, Elias Welling, Levi Reed,
William Welling, Franklin Dye, Charles Smith, Mrs.
Elias Welling, Mrs. A. E. Ogden, and Mrs. Isaac B.
Baker.
The following were the first officers : Master,
Benjamin Satterthwaite ; Overseer, Elias Welling ;
Lecturer, Franklin Dye ; Chaplain, James R. CadTreasurer, William
Robert Blackwell ; Gate-keeper,
Charles Smith.
The officers in March, 1882, were as
follows: Overseer, Robert Johnston ; Lecturer, Frank
lin Dye; Chaplain, Isaac B. Baker; Secretary, Thomas
B. Decoe; Treasurer, Wilson Snoak; Steward, Charles
Baker ; Gate-keeper, John Mortimore.
The present
grange
seventy.
Meetings
of
the
is
are
membership
held in Granger's Hall, erected in 1875.
Baker's Basin contains one store, a Methodist Epis

well ; Secretary,

Welling

Isaac B. Baker;

; Steward,

copal Church, a grange hall, a school-house, a coalyard, and ten dwellings.
Lawrence Station, in the southern part of the
township, is a station on the Pennsylvania
Railroad,
and consists of a store and coal -yard, a post-office and
a depot, a hay-pressing

establishment and two dwell

ings.

The local merchant and coal dealer is Vincent
Perrine, who began business in 1878. He had no
predecessors.

E. C. Seely is the station agent and postmaster.
The hay-pressing business was begun a few years
ago by Stephen Flock. The establishment is now
owned by Vincent Perrine and operated by Benjamin
Pidcock.
Princessville, on the Princeton turnpike, in the
eastern part of the township, is the locality of a pub
" Red Tavern." It was built
lic-house known as the
years
many
ago, and its accommodations were in
creased afterwards by the addition of some fe^t to its
length.
It is now owned and kept by Israel H.
Pearson.

Formerly there was a Methodist Episcopal Church
at Princessville, which has been removed to Baker's
Basin.
The churchyard by the roadside marks its
former location.

Lewisville. — This

is a cluster of houses in the
part of the township, on a narrow road lead
ing from the road running northwest from Baker's
Basin to the Princeton turnpike, and was so called in
honor of the former proprietor of considerable land
central

there.

Updike.

Franklin Corners, on the Princeton turnpike, at
its crossing with the road leading from Baker's Basin
in the direction of Pennington, contains a blacksmith
and wheelwright's shop and several dwellings.

canal, was converted into a hay depot by Gideon
Hutchinson, who erected a hay-press therein, and
sold out the establishment to Charles Twining, whose
successors were Joseph Shepard and William Updike.

Jonathan Brearley built a public-house there about
1808, and kept it until his death, many years after
It was later kept by his widow, Martha B.
ward.
Hutchinson, until about 1832, when the building was
purchased by Theodore L. Hill, who converted it into

The business was abandoned a few years ago.
At Baker's Basin a grange was organized in 1875,
with the following charter members : Benjamin Sat

a dwelling.
Hill was the first

blacksmith

at "the Corners,';
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opening a shop about 1832, and continuing in busi
until 1852, when he was succeeded by R. J.
Richards, the present blacksmith and wheelwright.

ness

Jacob Hutchinson formerly

had a blacksmith

shop

there a few years.

Educational History. — There is nothing of es
pecial interest in the history of the public schools of
Lawrence.
The township passed through the era of
" pay-schools" and select schools to that of the pub
lic-school system of the State of New Jersey, under

and in many instances have taken the highest honors

of their

A

classes.

distinguished professor in one of our New Eng
land colleges remarked that he "had watched this in
stitution for nearly forty years, and he knew no school
of its class that had maintained its ground as well."
On Thursday, Sept. 27, 1860, the semi-centennial
The
anniversary of the High School took place.
alumni assembled and organized by appointing Dr.

Lawrenceville Classical and Commercial
High School. — The Lawrenceville Classical and

E. L. Welling temporary chairman, and Rev. R.
Hamill Nassau secretary. A permanent organization
was afterward effected by electing Governor Olden,
Samuel D. Gross, M.D., LL.D., E. W.
president;
and Rev. A. P. DeScudder, Esq., vice-presidents;
Veuve, secretary.
Interesting addresses were made
by Dr. Gross, Dr. Brown, Rev. A. D. White, and

Commercial

others.

the operation of which it is divided

into five school

districts, known as Brick District, No. 21 ; Grove Dis
trict, No. 22; Clarksville District, No. 23; Central
District, No. 24; and Rosedale District, No. 25.

High School had its origin in the year
of Rev. Isaac V. Brown, D.D., to
in
an
effort
1810,
establish a classical school in Lawrenceville, N. J.
The village was highly eligible for such an institu
tion, on account of its retirement, healthfulness, and
good neighborhood,
its proximity to Trenton and
Princeton, and to the great thoroughfare between our
largest citjes.
The effort proved successful. The
number of pupils, at first small, soon increased, suit
able buildings were erected, and in the year 1827
there was a further enlargement.
In the year 1832, Alex. H. Phillips was united with
Dr. Brown as principal, and soon after took the sole
direction of the school.

In

November, 1837, Messrs. H. and S. M. Hamill
became associated as principals, and two years after
ward the institution came under their exclusive con
trol. Subsequently the proprietorship of the institu
tion vested in Dr. S. M. Hamill.
The plan and
course of studies

was enlarged, various additions
made to the buildings, the grounds extended and
beautified, and the institution in every way made
more convenient and attractive.
During the whole period of seventy-two

years the
school has been under the control of only three pro
prietors and four principals.
It has gathered its

from every part of our widely-extended
Pupils have been drawn to it from almost
every State in the Union, from South America, the
West India Islands, the Cherokee and Choctaw Na
tions, from Great Britain, from Canada, from India
and Japan.
patronage
country.

Among those who have been connected with this
school will be found many ministers of the gospel,
Governors of States, judges of national and State
courts, members of national and State Legislatures,
journalists, engineers, bankers, and merchants, who
have been largely

successful, and have risen

to dis

Many, too, have been admitted to West
Point, the United States Naval Academy, and have
distinguished themselves in the service of their coun
tinction.

try.

A

large number

have been admitted to more
colleges of the country,

than twenty of the leading

At ten o'clock the usual commencement ex
ercises took place.
At one o'clock the alumni and
others, to the number of more than two hundred (in
cluding the Governor and chancellor of New Jersey,
with a number of ladies), dined together in the school
room. Numerous sentiments were offered and short
responses made by Rev. Dr. Brown, Dr. Gross, Rev.
Dr. Steel, Col. Montgomery, J. C. Green, Esq., E. W.

In the afternoon, on re
Scudder, Esq., and others.
assembling in the church, a historical paper was read
by Rev. Samuel M. Hamill, D.D., and the semi
centennial
address was delivered by Hon. Henry
W. Green, LL.D., chancellor of New Jersey.
The
whole exercises were exceedingly
audiences large.

interesting, and the

A similar meeting of the alumni was held in 1865,
which was numerously attended. The same organi
zation was continued, and officers reappointed.
Con
gratulatory resolutions were also adopted on the con
tinued prosperity of the school.

In 1870 the sixtieth anniversary was numerously
attended.
The alumni association met and enjoyed
Speeches were made and
a pleasant festive occasion.
adopted.
resolutions of congratulation
The sexten-

nial address was delivered by the Hon. Edward W.
Scudder, of the Supreme Court of New Jersey. Judge
Scudder was elected president of the association, and
Charles W. Nassau, Esq., of New York, and
Davis appointed secretaries.

J.

W.

Rev. Samuel M. Hamill, D.D., was born in Nor
Pa., and was the son of the late Robert
Hamill, a leading merchant of that place, whose an
cestors were Scotch-Irish. Mr. Robert Hamill came
to America, with many other young Protestant Irish
men, from the county of Antrim, in 1797.
He mar
ried Isabella Todd, daughter of Andrew Todd, a Rev
olutionary patriot, who at the age of nineteen or
twenty was in the battles of Germantown, Trenton,
Princeton, and Monmouth.
Col. Todd resided at the
Trappe, Montgomery Co., Pa., near the spot where
his father, who had also come from Ireland, had settled
about the middle of the last century.
It was the ambition of Mr. Hamill to give his chilristown,
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All his
the best opportunities of education.
sons, Hugh, Samuel, and Robert, were sent to college,
Hugh having graduated at Rutgers, N. J., and Samuel

dren

and Robert

at Jefferson

College, Pennsylvania,

each

taking a high grade in his class. The subject of this
sketch went through his preparatory course at the
Academy at Norristown, and under the tuition of
Rev. Dr. Junkin, at Germantown and Easton, having
also spent a year in the study of mathematics and
philosophy with the late Allen W. Carson, a noted
mathematician of Plymouth, Montgomery Co., Pa.
Before his graduation, in 1834, he was selected, at
the recommendation of Rev. Dr. Bionn, president of
Jefferson College, Pennsylvania,
for the position of
teacher of the Latin and Greek languages in the High
at Lawrenceville, N. J., which position he
filled with great acceptance for a period of three years.

School

Among his pupils during this time were ex-Governor
Joel Parker, the late Charles Scribner, the distin
guished publisher of New York, Hon. Edward W.

Scudder, of the Supreme bench of New Jersey, and
others. In connection with his brother Hugh, who
was associated with him for many years, he succeeded
Professor A. H. Phillips in the charge of the High

School. In 1839 he purchased the High School prop
erty, and became the proprietor as well as principal
of the institution. The increase in the number of
students soon required more extended accommoda
periods the buildings were en
larged, as were also the grounds by new purchases,
and the course of studies advanced to meet the de
mand of the times. As a natural result the patronage
of the school covered a wider field, and became not
tions, and at different

Few schools in the country
only select, but reliable.
have been more favored in the character of their pa
trons.

Dr. Hamill's deep interest in the general subject of

education induced him at different periods to take an
He
active part in movements for its advancement.
attended the great conventions held years ago at
Trenton, presided over by the late Judge Robeson,
and served as chairman of the Committee on Resolu
tions. These popular meetings resulted in the ap

pointment of a State superintendent of schools, and
subsequently in the establishment of the State Normal
School for the training of teachers.
He has on various occasions been invited to meet
committees of the Legislature for the purpose of
giving expression to his views on matters connected
with the school laws of the State.
Dr. Hamill took great interest in the cause of the
country at the time of the Rebellion. By his private,
gave
influence, public addresses and resolutions, he
of
the
vigorous
favor
in
sentiments
utterance to many
Union. He drew up and offered the resolutions that

were adopted at a large mass meeting held at Pen
nington during the war. When a draft was threat
gentlemen who
ened, he was waited upon by several
He
desired his opinion on the question of the hour.
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drew up a call for the citizens of the township to
arouse. It was posted in handbills, and after three
days'
notice there resulted in the assembling of a
large and enthusiastic gathering of the yeomanry of
Lawrence

at Princessville.

Dr. Hamill made one of

the addressess, and strongly appealed to the young
men to enlist for the defense of their country. At the
close of the meeting twenty-five young men entered
as ready to go, and in a few days as many
In the evening it was ascer
more were enrolled.
tained that two of them were valuable teachers of the
High School. The doctor inquired of them, " How

their names

came you to enlist?"

The prompt reply was, "You
stirred us up with burning words and told us to go !"
He cheerfully gave them up and performed addi
tional duty till their places were filled.
One of these teachers, a theological student, was
chosen chaplain of his regiment, and the other sum
moned to Washington to fill an important clerkship
in the War Department. But the work of Dr. Hamill's

Of his sixty-nine
life has been that of an instructor.
years, forty-eight have been devoted to the training
of youth who have come to his care from all parts of
the country for instruction and to find an attractive
home.

The graduates of the High School are found
everywhere, doing honor to themselves and credit to
those who trained them. The doctor has frequently
been called upon to accept other inviting positions,
but has uniformly declined every offer to go else
where.

" His enthusiasm for youth, equable temperament,

ripe scholarship, excellence as a teacher, and earnest
Christian character, together with an unusual execu
tive ability, form a remarkable combination of qual
position."
ities that peculiarly adapted him for this

Few have been so successful and industrious in
training youth to be patriotic, useful, and good men,

and hundreds throughout this and other lands are
living witnesses of his power as a teacher and his ex
cellence as a Christian.
He has often been called to deliver public ad
dresses, and has written many articles on education
and other subjects for publication, the result of his
experience

and

observation

at home and abroad.

The doctor received the degree of Doctor of Divinity
from Rutgers College, New Jersey, in 1862, and from
Hanover College, Indiana, the same year.
He has been for many years a member of the board
of trustees of the Theological Seminary of Princeton,
and is also a member of the board of managers of the
State Lunatic Asylum at Trenton, of which he is now
president.

Dr. Hamill was one of the original members of the
New Jersey Historical Society, in which he has been
especially active, and has for several years been pres
ident of the society.
In 1838 he was married to Matilda, only daughter

of Richard M. Green, of Lawrenceville,

a lady

of cul-
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admired and beloved by all who know her.
They have four children living, viz., two sons, Hugh
H. Hamill, Esq., a lawyer in Trenton, N. J., and Sam
uel M. Hamill, Jr., a teacher in the High School ; two
ture,

daughters, Mary, the wife of Edward P. Wood, of
Princeton, and Matilda, residing with her parents.

The Lawrenceville

inary

Young

Ladies'

Sem

by Mr. James Harvey Porter,
who died on the very day which he had advertised for
the opening of the school.
The buildings were orig
inally erected for school purposes. It was opened in
was founded

the supervision of the Rev. Alex
Hamilton Phillips, principal of the High
School, Mrs. J. H. Porter, widow of the founder,
being 'lady principal. It was continued two years
under the supervision of Mr. Phillips, when Mrs.
Porter took it in her own name, and remained in
charge until October, 1839.
It was then carried on

May,

1835, under

ander

successively by the Misses Craig, the Rev. John
Dr.
Peebles, and the Rev. Charles W. Nassau, D.D.
Nassau came from the presidency of Lafayette Col
lege to Lawrenceville in 1850.
He was succeeded in

R. Hamill Davis, Ph.D., its present
Dr. Davis was for several years connected
with Dr. Hamill's High School ; then, after a pas
torate of fifteen years in the old historic church at
Deerfield, N. J., he returned to Lawrenceville to take
charge of Dr. Nassau's seminary.
Upon the principles on which the seminary was
1875 by the Rev.

principal.

founded, and has been conducted through its history

of nearly fifty years, it is still carried on. It is a
Christian home school, in which all the interests of
each pupil are carefully regarded ; mind, heart, and
manners are all educated.

The time-honored insti
tutions of Lawrenceville are in a beautiful village,
remarkable for its healthfulness, agreeable rural sur
roundings, and general adaptedness for educational
purposes.

Lawrenceville Presbyterian Church.1— The early
There
history of this church cannot be fully traced.
are no session or church records before 1807, a hun
dred years after the church was organized.

There was, however, in 1709 a church established
here, and one so firmly rooted and of such a growth
that, in connection with the neighboring church of

Hopewell (now Ewing), it was looking for a settled
The conference of Rev. Mr. Smith with the
two churches resulted in nothing, however, probably
for the reason that the congregations felt themselves
too feeble to sustain a pastor. Still these churches
longed for a stated means of grace, and they were
represented before the Presbytery in 1711 by Mr. Wil
liam Yard, of Trenton (then Hopewell), a justice of
the peace, who expressed their desire for assistance in
pastor.

getting

a minister.

In

lowing recommendation

reply they received the fol
:

" In

case they were not already engaged with Mr.
Sackett, to use all opportunities for a speedy supply,
and apply to the neighboring ministers for assistance
in getting a minister for them."
They do not appear to have made any permanent en
gagement with Mr. Sackett,2 for in 1713, Rev. Jedediah
Andrews, the pastor of the Presbyterian Church in

Philadelphia, made four visits to the Maidenhead and
Hopewell Churches, and administered the sacraments
of the church. The visits of the Rev. Mr. Andrews
were continued till May, 1725, when the congrega
tions united in a call to Robert Orr.
The case was
presented to the Presbytery by Philip Ringo, a resi
dent of Maidenhead, and being approved by the Pres
bytery, was accepted by Mr. Orr, who was ordained at
Maidenhead, October 20th following.

It is said Rev. Mr. Orr lived on the farm occupied
by William A. Green, now in Ewing. He remained
a little less than four years.
There was a vacancy in the pastorate from 1719 to
1722, when Mr. Moses Dickinson was settled over the
united churches.
He continued his pastoral relation
with the churches until about August, 1727, when he
was released from the charge and removed to Norwalk, Conn.
Rev. Joseph Morgan succeeded Mr. Dickinson in
1729.
He had been received by the Presbytery in
1710, and had been settled at Freehold until he was
called to the pastorate of the churches of Maiden
head and Hopewell. He remained here until his
death. During his pastorate he lived on the Rue
farm, half a mile south of the church.
Mr. John Guild, whom the Presbytery subsequently
licensed, preached to the acceptance of the people at
Maidenhead and at Hopewell. At a meeting of the
Presbytery, March 14, 1737-38, to clear the way for
the settlement of the gospel ministry with these
churches, it appeared that a portion of the people
desired another pastor besides Mr. Guild,^the Rev.
James Davenport, whose fame as a revival preacher
had reached them, —and the Presbytery gave them
upon certain con
leave to have Mr. Davenport
ditions.

Side"
the people adhering to the "Old
pastoral
appear to have still desired to secure the
services of Mr. Guild, and after delays and difficulties
protracted through two years he was ordained and
installed at Hopewell, Nov. 11, 1741, to serve three-

In

1739

of his time at Hopewell and one-fourth at
He continued to preach at Maiden
1785,— a
head till about 1766, and at Hopewell till
great
forty-four
wisdom,
ministry of
years, marked by
fourths

Maidenhead.

kindness, and love.

From 1766 to 1769, when Rev. Elihu Spencer took
charge of the church, it was supplied by Presbytery.
In 1769 a petition was brought into the Presbytery

2 Rev. Richard Sackett, who graduated at Tale College in 1709,and
1 From a sermon by Rev. A. Gosman,the pastor,and other data fur|
' died in 1727.
uishedby him and others connectedwith the church.
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from the congregation of Trenton and Maidenhead,
signed by the respective elders, requesting them to
invite Rev. Mr. Spencer, a member of the Presbytery

by Congress chaplain to the Second Brigade of the
Maryland forces. In the experiences of this cam
paign he contracted a rheumatic disease which con

of Newcastle, to settle among them, which the Pres
complied with.
bytery unanimously
Mr. Spencer
was to receive one hundred and fifty pounds (fifty

tinued

pounds

Caldwell, and in 1785 was called to Trenton as the
successor of Dr. Spencer, and then to the joint
charge of this and the Trenton Church.
He died in

each congregation),
and preach onethird of his time at each house. There is no record
of his installation, which probably took place in 1771,
from

of New
He continued to labor here

during his life, late in which it caused him
In 1782 he preached at Elizabeth-

acute suffering.

town as the successor of the murdered

as he was not dismissed from the Presbytery

1816, and was deeply mourned by

castle until that year.

him.

until his death, in

1784, and was eminently respected
and useful, and the church prospered under his min
istrations.
He was a man of no common order, either
as to his intellect or piety.
He was born at East

Haddam, Conn., in 1724; graduated at Yale in 1746;
was designated by such men as Brainerd and Jona
than Edwards as Brainerd's successor in his work
among the Indians ; was ordained at Boston in 1748,
and went immediately to his mission work.
Provi
dence, however, had called him to other fields of
labor.
While at Princeton he was selected by Gov
ernor Belcher as chaplain of the New Jersey regi
ments in the French and Indian war, and elected a
trustee of the first College of New Jersey, an office
he held until his death, Dec. 27, 1784.1
Between this date, 1784, and the call to Rev. J. F.
in 1790, the pulpit was provided for by
the Presbytery, Mr. Ashbel Green frequently acting
as a supply.
March 20, 1790, at a congregational

Armstrong,

meeting held at the meeting-house, a call was voted
to be handed by Stephen Jones to the Presbytery to
" for one-half of Rev. Mr.
be held at Sussex in April,
Armstrong's time as pastor, agreeing to give one hun
dred pounds yearly and every year, payable in gold or
silver, while the said Mr. Armstrong continued their
pastor."

The Trenton Church, of which Mr. Arm

strong was pastor, consenting to this arrangement,
the Presbytery approved the call, and Mr. Armstrong
accepted it upon its presentation to him.
This ar
rangement continued till Oct. 7, 1806, when this
church found itself able to support a pastor by itself,
and the church at Trenton required the whole of Mr.
Armstrong's time and services.
Mr. Armstrong was
born at West Nottingham, Md., April 3, 1780, grad
uated at Princeton in 1773, was taken under the care

of the Presbytery

of New Brunswick, June

6, 1776,

Rev. James

all who had known

After a brief interval Rev. Isaac V. Brown was
installed pastor of the church, June 10, 1807, and re
mained until April, 1829.
Caleb Smith Green, John
Mount, Jasper Smith, Israel Stevens, Henry Mershon,
and Waters Smith were the elders in the church,
which in 1808 had fifty-four members, of whom not

one was living eight years ago.
Rev. Isaac V. Brown
was born at Pluckamin, N. J., was of Huguenot de
scent, and graduated at Princeton, where he became a
tutor in the college.
He studied theology with Dr.

He afterward removed to
Woodhull, of Monmouth.
Mount Holly, and, with a short interval, spent the
balance of his life there.
He was ordained and in
stalled June 9, 1807.
His trial sermon was preached
from Gal. ii. 19. Dr. Woodhull preached the ordina
tion sermon from Rev. ii. 10. Rev. Mr. Armstrong
gave the charges to the pastor and the people.
Dr.
S. S. Smith presided.
Dr. Brown was succeeded by Rev. Henry Axtell,

who was ordained and installed over this church June
15, 1830, and whose ministry from the outset was a
successful one. In 1835, Mr. Axtell accepted a call
to the Second Presbyterian Church of Orange, N.

J.

Upon Mr. Axtell's removal the congregation after
some delay united in a call to Rev. Joseph Mahon to
become their pastor. Mr. Mahon accepted, and was
The great revival
installed in the summer of 1836.
of 1841 and 1842, in which there were gathered into
the church about sixty persons, was the prominent
thing to be remembered in Mr. Mahon's labors. In
May, 1848, Mr. Mahon applied to the Presbytery for
the dissolution of the pastoral relation, which was
granted.

After an interval of nearly three years, during
Rev. M. B. Hope, D.D., then Professor of
Rhetoric at Princeton, was called, the present pastor,
Rev. A. Gosman, was called, and May 22, 1851, was
Thirtyordained and installed pastor of this church.
which

for the ministry, and having sustained
the trials assigned him, was to have been licensed at j
years have elapsed since then, embracing a long
Shrewsbury, but the invasion of the State by the i one
which cannot be regarded as having been
pastorate,
British troops prevented. He was informally trans
than
successful. The progress of the church
otherwise
them
and
by
ferred to the Presbytery of New Castle,
has been steady and substantial, and there have been
His patriotism prompted
licensed in January, 1777.
special awakenings, which have added con
some
prepare
the way for
him to join the army ; and to
to its numbers from time to time. "From
siderably
Castle
New
Presby
this act he was ordained by the
present indications
Mr. Gosman's ministry here,
appointed
was
July
following
in
the
and
in
1778,
tery
which began with his ordination to preach the
gospel,"
writes a member of the church, "bids fair to
as a candidate

1 It is said the church was occupied as a barrack for British soldiers
while Iheir army lay at Trenton and Princeton.

end only with his death or disability, and here

will
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About 1867 it was removed to Baker's
The
Basin, on a lot purchased of Isaac B. Baker.
church and ground is valued at eight hundred dol

doubtless be one of those rare instances in which a
preacher spends the years of his manhood in the
congregation."
service of one
The church building, as stated above, was enlarged

churchyard.

in 1853, and although now holding all who meet at
Lawrenceville for worship, is yet inadequate to meet
the demands of the time. It is among the necessities
of the near future, if the church and community are
shall be en
prospered, that the accommodations

Among those instrumental in erecting this house
of worship originally were Samuel S. Cox, Ira Ben
Services are held
nett, and Mrs. Samuel Hunt.
weekly by Rev. A. P. Lasher, of Pennington.
The Methodist Chapel. — The chapel in the Rosedale school district was built by subscription in 1842
on land given by Foster Vankirk. Services have not

larged.

In 1789 the church received from David Jones, ex
ecutor of Stephen Jones, deceased, the sum of £118
3s. 6d., and in 1852 the further sum of $500 from
James Brearly, who, although living beyond its
bounds, thus generously remembered the church of
his native town.
But the greatest pecuniary gift to
the church was that made by Jasper Smith in his will,
by which he conveyed the farm known as the parson
age to the trustees of this congregation for the better
support of the gospel ministry.1
The probable aid

of Ralph Hunt in securing to the church a valid title
to the church lot has been previously referred to.
The Presbytery of New Brunswick met at Maiden
head Sept. 11, 1744, May 21, 1746, Oct. 18, 1746, May
19, 1747, Oct. 14, 1747, May 19, 1748, Oct. 12, 1748,
May 16, 1749, May 16, 1750, and Oct. 1, 1750. The
Synod of New York met there in 1747, and the Synod
of New Jersey at a later date. From these facts it
will be seen that this was early one of the most im
portant churches in the State within the boundaries
of which it was the fourth organized.
The name by which the old congregation was
known in its earliest history was " The People of
Hopewell."
congrega

lars.

and there has never
been held there uninterruptedly,
been a duly organized church in the neighborhood.
Rev. A. Gosman, pastor of the Presbyterian Church

of Lawrenceville,
logical students

holds occasional services, and theo
from Princeton have from time to

time filled the pulpit.
Burial-Places. — One of the oldest burial-places in
this section is that in the churchyard at Lawrence

ville.
children

There lie the bones of the pioneers and their
and children's

children.

One head-stone

Many of the inscriptions are illegi
ble, many are almost hieroglyphical, some are so
quaint as to invite perusal a second time. The graves
The only
are thick on three sides of the old church.
space in the lot not given over to the dead is directly
in front, where a little patch of greensward lies be
tween the gate of the churchyard and the door of,
When this yard was filled, and there
the church.
was little room for opening new graves without break
ing into old ones, a second burial-ground was opened
bears date 1713.

tion availed itself of the general act of the Legisla

by the church, about a quarter of a mile away, on
the northwest side of the king's road.
At Princessville is a small graveyard, which for
merly was the churchyard of the Methodist house of

ture, passed 1786, relating to religious bodies, and
incorporated itself under the style, description, and
" Trustees of the Presbyterian
name,
Church in the

worship which stood there until about fifteen years
ago. There were no interments there until within
the past forty years.

Maidenhead

and

In

1787 this

Township of Maidenhead, in the County of Hunter
Jersey," signed
don and State of New
and sealed by
the following persons as trustees :
Nathaniel Hunt, Benjamin

MILLHAM

TOWNSHIP.

is,

Geographical and Descriptive. — Millham, the
youngest and smallest township of Mercer County,
suburb of Trenton.
properly speaking,
The territory embraced in Millham
necessarily
treated to some extent in connection with the history
of the parent township, for
com
was not until
a

is

it

J.

M. Hendrickson, Caleb Mershon, John Phil
lips, and Samuel M. Hamill.
The Methodist Episcopal Church of Baker's
Basin.— About 1840 a Methodist Episcopal Church
was built at Princessville, in the lot containing the
Methodist burying-ground,
which was formerly the

paratively recent date that Millham attained to any
prominence as
distinctive portion of Lawrence.
a

man,

CHAPTER LXX.

a

Edward Bainbridge.,

Vancleve, Stephen Jones, Waters Smith, Aaron Van
cleve, and Henry Mershon.
The present (1882) ruling elders are Peter Davis
and Frank Dye.
The trustees are N. Higgins Fur

The juxtaposition of the city of Trenton, from
separated only by that invisible
Millham
line which often renders one town two municipalities,
led to the planting of numerous industries within
Millham's borders, which rapidly enhanced its popu
lation and importance, and led to its recent separawhich

is

1 The trustees' book has the following record : " April 28,1803. Sold
and delivered a negro woman namedSusan, and her child, to the Rev.
James F. Armstrong by Mr. Edward Bainbridge, for £45, with interest,
till the moneycan be collectedfrom the congregation of Maidenhead."
Referring to this in connection with the bequestof Mr. Smith, Rev. Mr.
Gorman says, " Perhaps Mr. Smith had seen this record, or was cog
nizant of like facts."

MILLHAM TOWNSHIP.
and the erection of its own town

tion from Lawrence
ship government.

Millham is connected with Trenton by street rail
way, enjoys/the advantages of mail delivery from the
Trenton post-office, and in all practical respects not
strictly municipal is part and parcel of the thriving

city, to which not a few of its citizens predict it will
ultimately be annexed.
The population consists largely of operatives in the
various factories and their families.

Organization. — An act, entitled " An Act to
off from the township of Lawrence, in the
county of Mercer, a new township, to be called the
Millham,"
was passed in January, 1882.
township of
For boundary lines, see Pamphlet Laws of 1882.
The First Township Election.— The first town
ship election of the township of Millham was held
on the second Monday of March, 1882, at the house
of James D. McManus.
The following appropriations
were made : For
roads, twelve hundred dollars ; for the poor, five hun
set

dred dollars.

The

following

officers

were

elected :

Charles

P. H. Clinton, town
Schmidt,
ship clerk; William C. Cox, assessor; Thomas H.
Barrett, collector; George Rein, James Clinton, and
James Casey, township committee ; Edward F. Bar
and John Corbitt, commis
rett, Aaron Cloward,
sioners of appeals ; Thomas Irvine, judge of election ;
William Irvine and John J. Clancy, inspectors of
election ; Lewis Diehl, William Higgins, and A. M.
Covert, constables; Patrick McNamara and David
Clancy, surveyors of highways ; Thomas Abbott, jus
tice of the peace ; Thomas H. Barrett, overseer of the
poundpoor; Michael Carr and Thomas M. Craft,
chosen

freeholder;

keepers.
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1870.
It was leased by Theophilus Scudder,
who removed from Millham about two years later.
He had numerous successors until he again took pos

Ford, in

session of the establishment

in 1878.
The first blacksmith was Samuel Scott. A shop
was opened by William Ford about 1868, which was
afterwards closed. About three years ago Matthew
Holsneck erected a shop, which he has since occupied.
The first to keep public-house in Millham was Wil
liam Smedley, who built the Homestead House in
1860, and owned and occupied it until he sold out to
the present proprietor, John Barlow, in 1876.
The Clinton Hotel, on Clinton Avenue near the
State Rubber- Works, was erected by the present
owner and occupant, William Page, in 1872.
Land Associations. — The first well-directed effort
to induce the purchase of lots in Millham, and the
settlement thereon of such persons as it was deemed
would exert an influence toward developing the vari
ous interests which have since made the locality con
spicuous, was put forth by the East Trenton Land
and Building Company, which was incorporated

April

6, 1866,

with

a capital

stock of one hundred

dollars, which they were privileged to in
crease to five hundred thousand dollars, divided into
shares valued at one hundred dollars each. The cor
porators were Imlah Moore, Jonathan Fisk, Charles
Moore, A. W. Cheeseman, and Augustus G. Richey.
thousand

" to let, rent,
The company was empowered

lease,

mortgage, and sell such lands and real estate as they
may have and hold from time to time, in whole or in
parcels, and to improve the same by erecting, or

to be erected thereon, buildings of every
name, kind, and description, and for all proper and
legitimate purposes, or by laying off said lands and
real estate into lots ; and to use the same for agricul
tural purposes, or in any other lawful way that the
said corporation may deem necessary or advisable ;
causing

Early History and Business Beginnings. — Much
of the early history of the territory now forming Mill
ham is necessarily included in the history of the
township of Lawrence, of which Millham until re

and to purchase, make up, manufacture, sell, and dis
pose of all materials pertaining to the erection of

cently was a portion.

such

Philemon Dickinson was the owner of a large tract
of land in what is now Millham, and was one of the

organized

He was twice married, and
in Trenton and vicinity.
kept
Margaret
Clark
store in Millham in 1834,
Mrs.
in a little house on what is now Clinton Avenue, and
in 1852 built her present store at 215 Clinton Avenue.
James Sullivan kept a store on the corner now oc
cupied by the Homestead House in 1849, and for about
earliest residents there.

has numerous descendants

six years thereafter.

The store of Samuel Firth, at the corner of Clinton
Avenue and East Street, was opened in 1865.
About 1867, C. E. Thorne opened a store on Clin
ton Avenue near the Homestead House. He was suc
ceeded three years later by a Mr. Leek, and he in two
years by C. Rice, who discontinued business three
years afterwards.
The first wheelwright-shop was opened by Samuel

buildings."

The Enterprise Land Company of New Jersey was
in 1873. The incorporators were Imlah
Moore, John H. Stewart, Clarkson Fish, and Augus
tus G. Richey. The present (1882) officers of the
company are Jonathan Steward, president, and Sam
The directors
uel D. Bailey, secretary and treasurer.
are Jonathan Steward, Augustus G. Richey, Imlah
Moore, Clarkson Fish, and Philip P. Dunn.

The facilities offered by these associations to fac
tory employes and others desirous of securing homes
in Millham have been made available by many who
The Enter
have, thus become permanent residents.
prise Land Company is still in active existence, con
trolling about two hundred desirable lots.
History.— The Pottery Inter
Manufacturing
est. — The nearness to Trenton and the exceptional
railway facilities thereby insured to Millham render
it one of the most notable manufacturing townships
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in the section.

The pottery interest forms the leading
a large capital

and many hands.
employing
In 1862 or 1863, Messrs. I. & C. Moore converted a
distillery which they had been operating into a pot
tery, in the ownership of which they were after some

industry,

Later Mr.
time succeeded by Forman & Brewer.
Forman retired, and the business was conducted by
Mr. Brewer until the establishment was purchased by

F. Skirm, Edward Cook, and Charles S. Cook,
who were known as C. S. Cook & Co. This firm was

Asa

succeeded by the East Trenton Pottery Company, of
which Charles S. Cook is president and treasurer,
and W. M. Marshall, secretary.
White granjte^stone
and decorated ware are manufactured, a
specialty being made of hotel ware.
The East Trenton Porcelain Company was incor
porated February, 1864, with an authorized capital
porcelain,

of one hundred

thousand dollars, of which eighty
dollars was paid in.
The directors were
Imlah Moore, president ; Frederick Dellicker, secre

thousand

tary and treasurer; Robert L. Hutchinson, Joseph
Moore, and George Trimble. Ground was broken

H.

for the erection of buildings June 1, 1864, and active
business was begun in July, 1866.
In 1870 the es
tablishment was sold under a foreclosure, and bought

by Imlah Moore, and by him sold to Joseph H.
Moore, the present owner and operator, who has in
creased the number of kilns from four to six, and
greatly added to the extent of the business, employ
ing three hundred and fifty hands, and shipping
goods to all parts of the Union. The works cover
an area of six acres.

The American Crockery Company, a stock com
pany, was organized in 1866 with Pliny Fisk as pres
ident, and Horace E. Fisk as treasurer, under whose
management a gradually
business has
increasing
been conducted.
The factory of this company is
provided with all of the most improved appliances
in use in similar establishments, employs many hands,
and enjoys a wide-spread patronage.

The Franklin Pottery was established in
Thomas

Whitehead

1873

& Co. (Thomas Whitehead

by
and

Massey), and the pottery on Prince Street
was then erected. In 1875, Mr. Massey withdrew
from the firm, and the business has since been con
ducted by Mr. Whitehead.
At this pottery are manThomas

ufaptured Wedgewood and Berlin mortars, flat-top
Here were manufactured
jars, and fine stoneware.
the first Wedgewood mortars made in this country.
The business of the Enterprise Pottery Company,
was established in 1880.
on New York Avenue,
druggists'
vitrified ware, plumb
Earthenware closets,
ers'
earthenware, stationary wash-stand basins, dec
orated toilet ware, and other earthenware in general
are manufactured, a specialty being made of sanitary
goods, and shipped principally to New York and
Philadelphia. The manufacturing capacity of this
establishment is one hundred and twenty-five thou
sand dollars annually,

and fifty hands are employed.

The Hankinson Pottery was established by repre
of the Dickinson estate in a building
which had previously heen occupied as a rubber-fac
tory.
It is now the property of Margaret Hankin
sentatives

son, and has been leased to different parties.
potters'
Dowd & Brother are manufacturers of
mate
rial for gloss and kilns, and of stilts and spurs, which
are employed by potters in separating pottery while

it is being burned.

The business was established in

John

and William Dowd, and is located at
the corner of Clay Avenue and Mulberry Street. A
sixty horse-power engine is used, about sixty hands
1877 by

employed, and the annual manufacturing capacity of
the establishment is twenty-four thousand dollars.

A similar

establishment

to that just referred to is

Clark Pottery, on Clark Avenue,
A good and
established by John G. Clark in 1877.

that known

as the

increasing business is done here.

The Rubber Industry. — In

1864, Charles V.
the Longstreet grist-mill, and con
verted it into a rubber-factory, which was set in oper
ation by the Mead Rubber Company then formed.
Three or four years later Mr. Mead withdrew from

Mead

purchased

the enterprise, and the Star Rubber Company suc
The offi
ceeded that which he had given his name.
cers of this company are Jonathan Steward, presi

Joseph Bell, secretary and manager; and P.P.
Dunn, treasurer. The factory is located on Clinton

dent;

Avenue, and furnishes employment to one hundred
hands.
Hose, belting, packing, and other goods for
mechanical uses are manufactured.

The Hamilton Rubber-Works were erected by
V. Mead in 1869, and operated by him until
1874, when a stock company, consisting of Charles V.
Mead,. Robert S. Manning, Robert L. Hutchinson,
Washington Norton, and others, was formed and pur
Charles

the establishment.
In 1874 this company
went into liquidation, and its business was closed by
a receiver.
Messrs. James Brook, Watson F. Van
Camp, S. D. Packer, and A. L. Worthington organ
chased

company, which in 1879 was succeeded
by the Hamilton Rubber Company, of which Joseph
Whitehead is president, and Watson H. Linburg is
secretary.
The factory of this company is located at
ized another

the corner of Clinton Avenue and Mead Street, and
is under the superintendence
of W. H. Aldridge.
Seventy

hands

are

employed,

and

hose,

belting,

valves, springs, gaskets, grain drill tubes,
wringer-rolls, Hercules steam fire-engine hose, air
brake hose, suction-hose, and general vulcanized rub
packing,

ber goods for mechanical purposes are manufactured.
The People's Manufacturing Company was organ

ized by Charles V. Mead, Robert S. Manning, Willett Hicks, and others, and business was begun in
The factory on Clin
1873, and continued two years.
ton Avenue, opposite that of the Star Rubber Com
pany, was occupied by the latter company from about
1874 until it was destroyed by fire, about 1878.
Breweries and Distilleries. — The Scheutzen
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Park Brewery, in Hamilton township, yet within the
village known as Millham, was established about
1854, by Jacob Hetzel, who in 1879 sold it to B.
Schloetteren.
About eighteen barrels of beer per day
is manufactured, all of which is sold in Trenton.
Six hands are employed.
Formerly the building occupied by the Hankinson
Pottery was a distillery. The factory of the East
Trenton Pottery Company was occupied as a distil
lery by Andrew Crozier twenty years ago or more.
Other Manufactures. — The yard of Messrs. E.
Mercer Shreve and C. H. Skirm, brick manufacturers,
on New York Avenue, was established
by Henry
Phillips^ who was succeeded by the present proprie
tors, known as the Trenton Fire-Brick Company.
The glue-factory of John Eitzenberger, on Taylor
Street, was established about 1857, and was in opera
tion until 1880.
Simpson Methodist Episcopal Church. — From
early date occasional services were
held in Millham by Methodists, who were numerous
enough in 1852 to build a chapel on land given for
the purpose by Obadiah Howell. This building was
a comparatively

purposes. It was
used for church and Sunday-school
two stories high, the ground-floor being occupied by
the public school.
The local class was in charge of the Greene Street
Church of Trenton. In 1869 a church was
organized, of which Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pass, Mr.
and Mrs. John H. Hart, Mr. aud Mrs. Samuel Payran, Mrs. Margaret Lee, Benjamin Banford, Mr. and
Methodist

John Milline, Mr. and Mrs. William Cooper,
Mr. and Mrs. William McKee, and others were

Mrs.

named.

The first board of trustees consisted of Samuel Payran, Benjamin Banford, Richard Pass, John H. Hart,
and Elias Seeds. The first stewards were John H.
Hart, Samuel Payran, Richard Pass, Elias Seed, and
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are the names of his successors : Rev. James

and laid with due ceremonies by Rev. D. W. Bartine,
D.D., assisted by Rev. Thomas Hanlon, D.D. The
church, a wooden structure, thirty feet by fifty-five,
of the Gothic order of architecture, was Completed
and dedicated in 1873, by Rev. Anthony Atwood, of
the Philadelphia Conference, and Rev. Thomas Han
It is valued, with the lot on which it
lon, D.D.
The
stands, at four thousand five hundred dollars.
old chapel was moved back from the street, and is
now used as a lecture-room.
Among the preachers who supplied the church
during the period of its connection with the Greene
Street Church of Trenton were Revs. G. M. Brown,
R. Westwood, John
Requa,
Bennett,

Samuel

Patterson,

In

1876,

and G.

H. Tullis.

Rev. Samuel

J.

Bennett

regular pastor, remaining until 1877.

the first

The following

Price,

pal Church is one hundred and eight. The following
are the officers : Trustees, Caleb Oliver, John Harvey,
John W. Morgan, William Green, John Turpin, S.

and John H. Hart ; Stewards, John W.
John Turpin, John H. Hart, Joseph Hart,
Joseph Milhvard, John Harvey, and Caleb Oliver.
S. Thompson,

Morgan,

Educational. — The history of the public school of
Millham differs in no material respect from that of
other public schools in the vicinity. The following
statistics show the status of the school, according to
the last published report of the State Board of Edu
:

cation :

The district is known as Millham District, No. 20.
The amount of apportionment in 1880 from State
appropriation, including two-mill tax and $100,000,
was $1350.39.
The amount of apportionment from
surplus revenue was $120.72.
The amount of district
school tax voted to be used for building, purchasing,
hiring, repairing, or furnishing public school-houses
The total amount received from all sources
for public school purposes Was 81721.11.
The value

was $250.

of school property was $3000. The number of chil
thirtydren of the school age was- four hundred and
average
number who attended school dur
five. The
ing the time it was kept open was one hundred and
twenty-eight.
The estimated number who attended
no school during the year was one hundred and fifty.
The school-house was in very good condition, and
One male
would seat two hundred and fifty pupils.
teacher at $75 per month, and two female teachers at
an average salary of $40, were employed.

CHAPTER LXXI.
WASHINGTON

TOWNSHIP.

Situation, Boundaries, and Soil. — Washington is
situated on the southern border of the county, cen
trally distant about eight miles from Trenton, eight
and one-half miles from Princeton, and four and onehalf miles from Hightstown, and about fifty-five miles
from New York, and forty-five miles from Philadel
phia.

Physical Features. — Washington contains an area
of twelve thousand three hundred acres of land, all
The soil is rich and fertile, abun
well improved.
dantly productive of the different cereals and fruits.
The Amboy Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad
runs in a nearly direct line across the township east
and west. The Pemberton and Hightstown Railroad
crosses

became

J. H.

Conover, 1878 ; Rev. David Stew
ard, 1879, and Rev. J. H. Magee, 1882.
The membership of the Simpson Methodist Episco
1877 ; Rev.

Benjamin

Banford.
Services were held in the chapel mentioned until
the erection of the present house of worship in 1873.
A corner-stone was given by Rev. J. R. Westwood,

861

its eastern extremity.

There are two stations

in the township accessible from all parts.
Settlement. — The settlement of what is now Wash-
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ington was begun in the southern

part of the terri
Old York road, which forms
a portion of the boundary line between Mercer and
Monmouth Counties, and which was early known as
an Indian path, and by old residents is now often so

tory, so called, along the

this estate descended to John Hammell from his father,
or whether he acquired it by purchase.
On this large plantation lived the Hammells for

referred to.

nearly a hundred years. They had slaves, and the
establishment was, perhaps, more like a Southern
plantation before the Rebellion than like the present

Here, in the depths of a dense forest, which had
hitherto been peopled only by wild beasts and the
scarcely less wild aborigines, where it is not probable

mode of farming in this section. The proprietor and
his only son, John, came near being murdered by one
of their slaves about the year 1770. The affair is

the foot of the white man had often trod even in tra
versing the country between the Delaware and the
Raritan, the pioneers made their homes, clearing

worth relating : The family had an old Guinea negro,
and the other retainers were in the habit of taunting

small patches of ground, building ldg houses of the
most primitive description, and beginning in a small
way, on their little openings, to extract from nature
the fruits of toil, and laying the foundations of such
meagre fortunes as reward the pioneer, whose labor
is not for himself but for those who shall be when the
earth his hands have exposed to the sunlight shall
cover his lifeless form.

Just where the first comer located, and who he
That he was ven
was, cannot now be ascertained.
turesome and full of enterprise, and endowed with
unbounded hope, will not be questioned by those
who know the country, and have even a faint con
ception of what it was about one hundred and thirty
years ago.

It

was about 1750, perhaps a little later, that John
located north of the Old York road, in
the southeast part of the township as now bounded,
near Timothy Hulet, who had located in what is now

Chamberlain

the southwestern corner of East Windsor. He reared
a family of children, among whom were Abijah, John,
Harriet, and Nancy.
Abijah Chamberlain marriejl Susan Hunt, and
(1)

lived and died in the vicinity childless.
(2) John
married Rebecca Ely, lived on a portion of his father's
purchase, and had children named Hezekiah, Ezekiel,
John, William, Mary, and Rebecca. Hezekiah mar
Ezekiel re
ried, and settled in Monmouth County.
moved West.
John married a Miss Longstreet, and
also went West, where William, Mary, and Rebecca
also located and lived permanently.
(3) Harriet

married Vincent Dey, and settled near Princeton.
Her daughter Rebecca married Jacob Fisher, and lo
cated near her father.
Elizabeth, another daughter,
married David Chamberlain, and settled at Pleasant
Valley, Monmouth County.
(4) Nancy never mar
ried.

John Hammell was one of the early residents of
His father was named John Hammell,

Washington.

his mother, Elizabeth. He was born in 1714 and died
in 1803. His wife was a woman of English descent
named Mercy Gibbs.
The Hammell tract was near
the present village of Windsor. It was a large plan

In 1766,
tation, but is now cut up into small farms.
John Hammell built a large brick dwelling, the site
of which is now occupied by a frame dwelling, lately
occupied by Joseph Tantum.
It is not known whether

the old man, telling him that the old boss would soon
be dead, and pointing to the young son, called him
his new boss, who would make him "stand around,
etc."
This so incensed the old fellow that he deter
mined

to murder

then be

" free

them both, saying that he would
and go back to Guinea." Accordingly,

as the family were returning from church at Allentown, as Mr. Hammell stepped from the wagon, the
old negro dealt him a blow which felled him to the
ground.
However, the daughters of Mr. Hammell

sprang from the wagon, and, with a strength that the
assailant had not dreamed of, they seized and held

him until assistance arrived. None of the family at
present reside on any part of the old plantation.
John Hammell was married about 1803. His
children were as follows: Mercy, born March 11,
1751 (O. S.); Mary, born Oct. 29, 1752; Elizabeth,
born March 29, 1754; Deborah, born Dec. 28, 1755;
Theodore, born March 30, 1759 ; Amy, born July 15,
1761 ; Ann, born Aug. 11, 1764; John, born May 22,
1767 ; Rachel,

born Oct. 26, 1770.

The daughters above mentioned married into the
families of Ivins, Tindall, Cubberley, and others, and
their descendants are numerous.
John Hammell, eighth child above mentioned,
born May 22, 1767, died Oct. 31, lg46, married, in
1785, Hannah Cubberley, daughter of William and
Lydia Cubberley, born April 27, 1768, died Jan. 21,
1853, and had issue as follows :

I.

Elizabeth,

born Sept. 23, 1786,

died

April

22,

17th February, 1803, John Tindall,
who was born March 18, 1780, died Nov. 30, 1856, and
had issue as follows : Mary, born Nov. 1, 1805 ; Lockart, born April 17, 1809; John H., born Aug. 31,
1861,

married,

Elizabeth, born Jan. 7, 1820.
Lydia, born April 4, 1788, died April 5, 1876,
married John West, which see.
III. William, born Nov. 26, 1789, died Dec. 17,
1818, married Hope West, Feb. 7, 1811, and had issue
as follows: John W., born Jan 1, 1813; James, born
Jan. 14, 1815; William, born May 25, 1817. After
the death of William Hammell, his widow married
Samuel Nutt, and had issue as follows : Sarah, born
Sept. 14, 1825 ; Zimri W., born Oct. 21, 1831, died in
1811 ;

II.

Jan. 14, 1835.
Mary, born Aug. 24,

childhood,

IV.

1791, married

which see.

V. John,

born Sept. 5, 1793, died 1802.

Zimri West,
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VI.

863

James, born March 26, 1796, died 1803.
Mercy, born April 5, 1798, died Jan. 25, 1823,
married William Butcher, and had four children,
namely : John, William, Ann E., and Thomas.
Thomas I., born Jan. 26, 1800, died in child

Stacy.

hood.

children were named James, Thomas, Tobias, Enoch,
Daniel, John H., Dilerhe, Francis, Angeline, and

XII.

Achsah, born Oct. 6, 1808, died June 11,
married Andrew F. South, and had issue as
follows: Enoch, born Nov. 25, 1826; Mary E., born

1852,

Ursula, born July
5, 1832 ; Sarah Matilda, born Dec. 7, 1838 ; Lavinia,
born April 26, 1841, died Aug. 27, 1843 ; Jane Amanda,
born Aug. 5, 1844; John H., born May 21, 1848;
1852, died

July

10, 1852.

;

;

;

II. David Cubberley lived for time with his
brother James, and then removed from the township.
William Cubberley, cousin to James and David

III.

married Elizabeth Tindall, and settled on
Miry Run, where he took up land and engaged in
farming.
He had several children, none of whom,
except his daughter Mary, remained in the township.
The latter married Cornelius Voorhees, and located
Cubberley,

at Newtown, where she reared two daughters and
son. Elizabeth, one of the daughters, married Nathan
The other
Nuvt, and located in Hamilton township.
daughter, Theodosia, married J. B. Perrine, and settled
at Windsor.
The son,
Clark Voorhees, married
Elizabeth Cory, and
resident of Camden County.
Perhaps
little later than 1800, Stacy Tindall
is
a

a

comparatively early
manufacturing enterprises at
day. With these Joseph Taylor, Abner Hall, Wil
liam Story, Jediah Middleton, Daniel Bowman, and

(4)

stead.

;

I.

is
a

still the owner of one of the Hutchinson grist-mills,
resident at Windsor, and others of the name are
living in the township.
Two brothers, James and David Cubberley, and
their cousin, William Cubberley, emigrated from
England and settled within the borders of this town
ship in the latter part of the last century.
James Cubberley located near the site of New
town, on the road from AUentown to Trenton. He
married Mary Gordon, and had children named John,
William, James, Elijah, Jessie, Mary, and Margaret.
Brown, and located near
(1) John married Abbie
Cat-Tail Creek, where he engaged in farming, and
his sons were David and
at times in school-teaching

is

a

dren were named Henry, Stacy, and Mary. Henry
Stacy was twice married,
resides at White Horse.
now
resident of the township.
Mary married
and
Lorenzo married
Miss
and removed to Trenton.
He had
Wall, and lived and died in the township.
a

present time the name has been continuously con
nected with milling interests in various parts of the
township.
Amos Hutchinson, an octogenarian, and

located at what
now Newtown, where he took up
farmer.
He had two sons, named
land and became
Benjamin
Benjamin
and Lorenzo.
married and
His chil
settled on a portion of his father's land.

two daughters, named Margaret and Harriet, and two
sons, all of whom removed to Philadelphia.
Joseph Tindall came into the township with
Stacy Tindall,
Trenton road.

and settled on the AUentown
and
He had children named William,

Isaac, and Mary. William married Annie Newell,
and resided on the homestead. Isaac married and
portion of his father's purchase.
also located upon
a

James Hutchinson and his family were quite early
in the township, and most of them seem to have been
millers, for from the date of the erection of James
Hutchinson's mill on Miry Run (about 1785) to the

His

children

were named Joseph, William, George,
Joseph died un
and Martha.
living on the homestead. George

Augustus, Thomas,
married. William

is

others were identified.

a

June

Elijah and (5) Jessie died .on the home
(6) Mary became Mrs. Jonathan Brown, lo
cated near Windsor, and reared a large family.
(7)
Margaret married Philip Nutt.

town.

a

born

The earliest settlement of any magnitude was at
Sharon, on the Old York road, and partially in Mon
mouth County.
There, as appears in the industrial
history of the township, were inaugurated -several

Charles

married, first to Thomas Barlow, her second husband
Deb
being Samuel Cubberley, of Hamilton Square
Josephine
orah married Samuel Nelson, of Newtown
espoused G. W. Davison, and lived and died at New

is

Charles

4,

10, 1828, died Dec. 17, 1861 ;

I.,

July

his home

a

After
12, 1828; William, born July 11, 1830.
the death of John Hammell, his widow married
George Cole, by whom she had issue.

July

Stephen does not claim the township as
Angeline was twice
died young

Yardsville;

;

married, July 18, 1826, Amy Rogers, who was born
March 9, 1806, died June 9, 1870, and had issue as
follows : Mercy, born Jan. 16, 1827 ; Ezekiel, born

William. Tobias, William, Daniel, and Angeline
are all dead
Francis lives on the homestead the
others are scattered, none of them living in the town
ship.
(3) James settled on a portion of the old home
stead and engaged in farming; his children were Isaac,
Stephen, Charles, Angeline, Elizabeth, Deborah, and
Josephine. Isaac married Susan Hess, and settled at

a

1804, married, Jan. 9,
Randolph G. Forman, who was born Aug. 27,
1799, and had issue as follows : John H., born Dec.
24, 1822, died 1855; Eveline, born Jan. 29, 1825;
William H, born June 14, 1827, died August, 1849 ;
Clark T., born Jan. 24, 1832. After the death of Ran
dolph G. Forman, Feb. 21, 1837, his widow married
Joseph L. West.
XI. John, born Aug. 1, 1806, died April 20, 1831,
1822,

;

died in childhood.

I.

born

ried Ruth Hutchinson, and locating on the road from
Bordentown to Hightstown, engaged in farming; his

;

April 25, 1802,
X. Hannah, born April 18,

IX. Eli,

David married a Miss Brown, and removed
to Williamsport, N. Y.
Caroline
Stacy married
mar
Smith, and resides at Trenton.
(2) William

;

VII.
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married Mary Embley, and died at Newtown, where
Augustus is a resident. Thomasis unmarried.
Martha
died young.

There were few residents at Windsor and Newtown,
compared with the present population of those parts
of the township, prior to tbe construction of the Cam
den and Amboy Railroad, now the Amboy- Division

of the Pennsylvania Railroad, which gave an im
petus to settlement in that portion of Washington
which it traverses and for some distance on either hand.
Among the more prominent of the later comers in
Washington were the families of Robbins, Embley,
Nutt, Gordon, Tindall, Dancer, Ford, Malsbury,
Baldwin, Perrine, Yard, Cole, Wall, Brown, and
others, well known members of which are mentioned
in connection with the various interests with which
they have been from time to time identified.
Organization. — Washington was set off from East
Windsor township by an act of Assembly approved

March

15, 1859.

For boundaries,

see

Laws of

1859.

• CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
Randall C. Robbins, 1860-62.
James Nutt, 1860-62.
Ezekiel Gordon,1863-66.
Andrew J. Embley, 1863-65.
Forman Hutchinson, 1866-68.
George A. Cole, 1867.
TOWNSHIP

Charles R. Burke, 1869-70.
Israel Baldwin, 1871-74.
William H. Ford, 1875-76.
Asher Quigley, 1877.
John M. Malsbury, 1878-80.
Elison E. Hutchinson, 1881.
COMMITTEE

William T. Flock, 1860-63,1866-68. James M. Yard, 1870-74.
Enoch Flock, 1870-76.
John M. Allen, 1860.
William I. Robbins, 1860-63,1865- John B. Yard, 1871-74.
Jasper Allen, 1871-72.
67.
.Asher Quigley, 1873-74.
Elias Updike, 1860-65.
G. W. Barmore, 1873-74.
Enoch P. Ford, 1860-64.
Spafford W. Hutchinson, 1875-76.
Charles Gordon, 1861-63.
John McCabe,1875.
John C. Yard, 1864-65,1868-69.
James P. Brown, 1864-65,1868-70, John R. Cubberley, 1875.
John McDonald, 1876.
. 1876.
George R. Busby, 1876-78.
David Carson, 1864,1877-78.
Benjamin Hulse, 1877-78.
James Nutt, 1865,1869,1872.
Frank M. Harker, 1877.
William Marks, 1866^67.
Augustus Ayers, 1877,1879.
John H. Tindall, 1866-67.
Randall R. Silvers, 1878-80.
"William Robbins, 1866-67,1875.
Jasper Hutchinson, 1878,1880-81.
Henderson Desbrough, 1868.
William Walling, 1879.
James C. Howell, 1868-69.
George R. Robbins, 1880-81.
Albert K. Ely, 1869-70.
<.osiah S. Robbins, 1881.
David W. Cubberley,1870-71.
TOWNSHIP
Randall C. RobbinB,1860-62,
Spafford W. Hutchinson, 1863-70.
Charles M. Potter, 1871-72.
Charles A. Miller, 1873,1879.

CLERKS.
Elwood Rogers,1874-76.
j. J. Whittington, 1877.
Frank M. Harker, 1878.
E. B. Yard, 1880-81.

ASSESSORS.
Joseph W. Yard, 1875-76.
George H. Yard, 1860.
John B. Yard, 1880-81.
William Robbins, 1861-63.
John M. Allen, 1864-67.
James McGallaird, 1868-70,187779.
COLLECTORS.
I George R. Robbins, 1867-74.
Reuben Hendrickson, 1860-62.
I John R. Cubberley,1875-81.
John M. Mansbury, 1863-66.
CONSTABLES.
I M. Ayres, 1866.
John McCabe, 1867-68,1870.
Fredrick Miller, 1869.
John W. Tindall, 1871,1881.

,
D. Lining, 1860.
Job Silvers, 1861.
Randall Sprouls, 1862.
Samuel A. Pancoast,1863-64.
Lewis Steward, 1865-66.

Villages and Hamlets. — Windsor

is a hamlet on

the Amboy Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad, in
the northeast part of the township, and was formerly
Its population is about one
known as Centreville.
hundred and fifty.

The first merchant there was Samuel Embley ; Miss
T. Voorhees was the next. Barclay Perrine was an
Israel Baldwin began trading there
early merchant.
in 1862, and has continued to the. present. John B.
Perrine opened a store in 1865, and traded there .a
number of years. Bowne & Malsbury began business a
year or two later, but did not long continue it. George
R. Robbins was a merchant there a year or two. Elias
T. Dancer traded from 1873 to some time in the follow
ing year. About this time a store was opened by
John N. Carhart, who closed it a year or two after

About 1874, Everett & Co. opened a store,
wards.
but were succeeded in a year or two by Lane & Co.,
who are yet in business. The store occupied by Is
rael Baldwin was erected by William

T. Mills

in

1848.

The first blacksmith at Windsor was George A.
He has had
Cole, who built a shop there in 1845.
" smithy" is oper
several successors. The present

ated by Daniel Kavanaugh.
In 1845, Henry Vandewater opened a wheelwrightshop. He had successors, the last of whom was John

McDonald.
The Windsor Hotel was built in 1832 by William
McKnight, and Samuel Embley was its first occu

pant.
It has several times changed owners and land
lords, and is now the property of Samuel Eldridge,
and kept by Charles Tindall.

The post-office was established about 1846, with
Barclay Perrine as postmaster. Edward Van Hise
has been postmaster since 1861.

Windsor now contains one church, a grist-mill,
harness-shop, a blacksmith-shop,
hotel and a number of dwellings.

Newtown Station. — This

, two

hamlet

a

stores, and a
contains

one

store, a wheelwright-shop, a blacksmith-shop, a hotel,
a chapel, a hay-pressing establishment, and'about one
hundred inhabitants.
It is a station on the Amboy
Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad, on the road
from Bordentown to Hightstown, and the AUentown
road, and is located near the western boundary of the
township. It is known also as Robbinsville, the name
of the post-office, given in honor of Hon. G. R. Rob

Years ago the locality was sometimes referred
from the fact that it is on ele
vated ground, which was then the abiding-place of
bins.

to as

" Hungry Hill,"

some people who were unable to provide

to persons

traveling through there such necessary articles of food
as were sometimes required.
The present name was
given it in 1844, at a meeting of the inhabitants held
for the purpose of taking measures to forever separate

appellation.
the hamlet and its old uncomplimentary
The first merchant in the place was I. C. Voorhees,
Several years later he
who began business in 1840.
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was succeeded by Richard Waddy, and he, three or
four years later, by R. Yard & Brother.
At the ex
piration of a year the firm was changed to Yard &
Applegate.
J. C. & Joseph Yard succeeded Yard &
and were succeeded by J. W. Yard about
E. B. Yard has occupied the store since 1872.
The post-office was established about 1850. I. Clark

Applegate,
1868.

Voorhees

was the first postm'aster.

His

successors

have been Richard Waddy, George H. Yard, John C.
Yard, Joseph W. Yard, and E. B. Yard, the present
commissioned in 1877.
Benjamin Reed opened the first wheel
wright-shop.
The first and present blacksmiths are
J. S. Yard & Son, who are also the present wheel

incumbent,

In

1843,

wrights.

House."
It
The first hotel was the " Cross-Keys
was an old house half a century ago, and the names
of the builder and early occupants are not now known.
The last to do the honors of the establishment was
Elijah Davis. This old inn was torn down about a
The Railroad House was erected
dozen years ago.
by William Tindall in 1844, and was first kept by G.

W. Davison, who occupied it three years. The pres
ent owner and occupant is E. A. Tindall.
Pomyea & Brother set up a hay-press at Newtown
in 1879, and have been succeeded in business by Pomyea & Mount.
Sharon is a hamlet on the York road, partly in
Washington and partly in Monmouth County, con
taining about twenty dwellings, a blacksmith's 3hop, a
wheelwright's shop, two stores, and a church.
For
enterprises of more or
merly several manufacturing
less importance were located there.
Abner Hall, who kept a store on the Mercer County
side of the road as early as 1812, was the pioneer
Several different persons, the names of
merchant.
most of whom cannot now be recalled, have traded
there since. Two stores are now kept, one of them
by James M. Danar, the other by Lucy Decline.

The first blacksmith at Sharon was as early as 1800.
is owned by J. D. Hall,
The present blacksmith-shop
George
occupied
Gill.
and
by

An early wheelwright was William Pullen. H. F.
Parent now carries on a wheelwright's business in a
shop rented of J. D. Hall.
New Canton. —This is a hamlet at the southern
extremity of the township, partially on the south side
It was
of the York road, and in Monmouth County.
uneuphonious name of Cabformerly known by the
bagetown, and consists of eight dwellings.

Pursuits. — Grist-Mills. — James
Industrial
Hutchinson erected the Hutchinson grist-mill on
This
Miry Run, north of Newtown,, about 1785.
and
is
in
the
family,
owned
been
mill has ever since
Hutchinson.
James
I.
of
property
now the
grist-mill
At Windsor, Amos Hutchinson built a
operated
were
by
which
and a saw-mill about 1817,
Hutchinson
till
1827,
Isaac
and
Jonathan
his sons
when

purchased
they were

by the present

owner,
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Amos Hutchinson, a relative of Amos Hutchinson,
their builder.

.

Jonathan Hutchinson erected a grist-mill
on Cat-Tail Creek, which was operated by a man
named Silvers until he was succeeded by John Hutch
Later the mill changed owners several times,
inson.
It was
and in 1857 was purchased by David Carson.

In

1820,

burned in 1880.

Another grist-mill was built in 1820 at Sharon by
Isaac Wilson, who did a milling business for some
years, and then converted the building into a store,
which was kept there for some years, when the struc
ture was torn down.

The Manufacture of Shoes. — About

seph Taylor began the manufactureof

1800,

Jo

shoes at Sharon,
on the Mercer County side of the road. After some
years he sold out to Abner Hall, who continued the
business some years.

John Brown
in

established

a shoe-factory

at Sharon

1832, and did a more or less extensive business for

some time.

The Manufacture of Hats. — In

1807,

William

Story established a hat-factory at Sharon, on the Mon
mouth side of the county line, at times employing as
many as twenty men in the manufacture of fur and
woolen hats. His successors were his son-, William
This enterprise was long
Story, Jr., and John Story.
ago abandoned.

The Old Middleton Tannery.— Jedediah Mid

dleton erected suitable buildings and established a
tannery at Sharon as early as 1820, in the Monmouth
County part of the settlement. This enterprise soon
came into the management of Daniel Bowman, who
conducted it until 1840, when it passed into the hands
of Alfred Conover, and was owned by him thirty-five
years, when the buildings were purchased and removed

by

J.

D. Hall.

Brick Manufacture.— In

1844, Barclay Perrine
began the manufacture of brick at Windsor, and con
tinued that industry for some years.

Less Important Enterprises. — Besides those
mentioned above, there have been numerous less im
portant industrial enterprises, such as those carried
on in shops by mechanics of different kinds, some of
which are referred to elsewhere.
In writing of the several manufactures at Sharon it
has been thought best to mention those of them that
were located in that part of the hamlet lying in Mon
mouth County as fully as those north of the road,
as all contributed alike, according to their impor
tance, to the growth and prosperity of the southern

part of the township.

Educational. — There is nothing to distinguish the
educational history of Washington from that of other
similar townships in this section of the State. It has
not been ascertained that it contains any special
claim upon the historian, whose manifest duty will
have been performed when he has stated that the
earliest schools within the borders of the township
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and supported by private contribu
" pay-school" system prevailed
that
and
the
tions,
until the school law of the State of New Jersey went

were instituted

into effect, adding some data concerning the number
and status of the schools of the present time.
Washington is divided into six school districts,

which are named and numbered as follows : Robbinsville District, No. 44; Union District, No. 45 ; Page's
Corner District, No. 46 ; Sharon District, No. 47 ;
No.'
48 ; and Windsor District, No. 49.
Allen District,
According to the annual report of the State Board
of Education for the school year ending Aug. 31,
of the schools in the several dis
tricts were as follows •
Robblnsville District. — Amount of apportion
1880, the statistics

$301.54; amount of
ment from State appropriation,
apportionment from surplus revenue, $28.40 ; total
amount received from all sources for public school
purposes, $329.94 ; value of school property, $200 ;
whole number of children between five and eighteen
years of age in the district, 85 ; number enrolled on
the school register, 60 ; estimated number of children
who have attended no school, 26 ; number of teach
ers employed, and at what monthly salary, 1 female
at $28.33.

Union District. —Amount of apportionment

from
$277.47 ; amount of apportion
State appropriation,
ment from surplus revenue, $22.53; total amount re
ceived from all sources, $300 ; value of school prop
erty, $1000 ; number of children in the district of the
school age, 68 ; number enrolled on the school regis
ter, 56 ; estimated number who attended no school,
12; number of teachers employed, and at what
monthly salary, 1 male at $28.
Page's Corner District. — Amount of appor
tionment from State appropriation, $278.39 ; amount
of apportionment from surplus revenue, $21.61 ; total
sources, $300; value of
amount received from
school property,

$1000 ; number

district of the school

of children in the

age, 70 ; number enrolled on the

school register, 57 ; estimated number who attend no
school, 13 ; number of teachers employed, and at
what monthly salary, 1 female at $28.50.
Sharon District. — Amount of apportionment
from State appropriation, $279.94; amount of appor
tionment from surplus revenue, $20.06 ; total amount
received from all sources, $300 ; value of school prop
erty, $800 ; number of children in the district of the
school age, 67 ; number enrolled on the school reg
ister, 58 ; estimated number who attend no 'school,
5; number of teachers employed, and at what
monthly salary, 1 female at $31.50.
Allen District. — Amount of apportionment
from State appropriation, $282.40 ; amount of appor
tionment from surplus revenue, $17.60 ; total amount
received from all sources, $300 ; value of school prop
erty, $1000 ; number of children in the district of
the school age, 68; number enrolled on the school
private
register, 41 ; estimated number attending

schools, 5 ; estimated number who attended no school,
22 ; number of teachers employed, and at what salary,
1 female at $26.58.
Windsor District. — Amount of apportionment
from State appropriation, $373.66 ; amount of appor
from surplus revenue, $35.19 ; total amount

tionment

received from all sources, $408.85 ; value of school
property, $1200 ; number of children in the district
of the school age, 118 ; number enrolled on the school
register, 70 ; estimated number attending private
schools, 2 ; estimated number who attended no school,
of teachers employed, and at what salary,
1 male at $42.

46 ; number

The Methodist Church of Sharon. —At Sharon is
a Methodist Episcopal Society, which forms part of
the AUentown (Monmouth County) charge.
Considerably prior to 1800 services were held by
Methodists in an old log house which stood on the
farm formerly owned by Isaac Wilson.
In 1812,
Isaac Embley deeded a lot to the Methodist organ
ization, upon which a church was built that year, in

which services were held until 1869.
In 1869 the old church was rebuilt, and in Novem
ber of that year it was dedicated by Rev. D. W. Bar
It is a wooden structure,
tine, D.D., of Trenton.
standing in the south part of the hamlet.
The present trustees of the Sharon Methodist Epis
copal Church are William Rue and J. D. Hall.
The
steward is James M. Dancer.
The pastor is Rev.
Mr. Green, of AUentown.
The Methodist Church of Windsor.— At Wind
sor Methodist services were first held in the schoolA society
house, near the Hutchinson grist-mill.
was organized in 1839.
Among the early members
were William C. Lutes, Emeline Dancer, Christian
Dancer, and Enoch Knowles.
A small church was built in 1839 and dedicated by
Rev. Charles Pitman. In 1865 it was replaced by
the present brick and wood building, thirty feet by
forty, in the centre of the village, which was erected
under the supervision of a building committee, con
sisting of George A. Cole, D. M. Brown, and J. P.
Brown, and which, with the parsonage, is valued at
five thousand five hundred dollars.

In 1858, Windsor was constituted a separate charge,
and James Cook, C. C. Johnson, Enoch Knowles,
Amos Hutchinson, Asher Hankinson, George A.
Cole, and David Gordon were chosen trustees.
The first regular pastor was Rev. Richard Thorne.

His successors have been Revs. Edward H. Durell,
Joseph G. Crater, 1863 ; J. P. Connolly, 1864 ;

1860 ;

E. Waters, 1865; T. C. Carman, 1867; H. M. Shinp,
1870; J. H. Michael, 1871 ; D. Moore, 1873; F. Rob
bins, 1875; J. A. Dilks, 1877; Joseph Ashbrook,
1879 ; and William Franklin, the present pastor, 1880.
The present trustees are George A. Cole, James P.
Brown, Elias T. Dancer, Edward T. Van Hise, John
M. Malsbury, William H. Rue, and David M. Brown.
The stewards are David M. Brown, George A. Cole,
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H. Rue, G. II. Franklin,
Edward T. Van Hise, Elias T. Dancer, and E. K. Cole.
The membership of this church is one hundred.
The Newtown Union Chapel.— During the past
fifty or sixty years, perhaps during a longer period,
religious services have been held by preachers of
Prior to 1876
various denominations at Newtown.
such services had been held mostly in the district

James P. Brown, William

school-house.
The people of the vicinity had long felt the want of
house of worship
a commodious and well-appointed
in their midst, and a few years ago efforts were made
to secure a fund for the erection of such a building.
The leading citizens subscribed liberally, and when
the success of the project was assured, Rev. J. R.
Schenck, who had been active in the movement,

Harrison Yard, Edward Davis, and Elijah Wall were
chosen a building committee, and under their super
vision a neat and amply large wooden chapel was
built, in 1876, upon land donated for the purpose by
William Tindall.
This house is free for the use of all Protestant

de
nominations, and regular weekly services are held by
clergymen from Hamilton Square and AUentown

County).
Burial-Places. — In

(Monmouth

the early days graves were
made, in some instances, on the farms which formed
Residents
the homesteads of the families bereaved.
in the eastern parts of the township have long buried

their dead in the old cemeteries at Hightstown and
Milford, in East Windsor. From an early date inter
ments of persons who have died in the southern part
have taken place at AUentown, Monmouth Co.
The only regular burying-ground in Washington is
that in the Methodist churchyard at Windsor. An
association controlling it has been duly incorporated.
Its president is George A. Cole, its secretary, D. M.
Brown, and its treasurer, J. P. Brown. The board of
managers consists of these gentlemen and William

H. Rue.
The cemetery has been laid out in lots and other
wise improved.

BIOGRAPHICAL

SKETCHES.

DAVID W. CUBBERLEY.
of English origin, settled on
Cubberley,
Thomas
two thousand acres of land in South Brunswick, Mid
dlesex Co., N. J., having taken it up during the
He had two children, Wil
reign of King George.
before the Revolutionary
died
and
Mary,
and
liam
Mary married William Tindall, resided in
war.
— William, John,
West Windsor, and had children,

Elizabeth.
Amos, Israel, Maynard, Theodocia, and
William, born Oct. 1, 1749, resided in what is now
Washington township, Mercer County, had a farm,
homestead near
and operated a saw-mill on the old

him.
56
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His wife, Elizabeth Tindall, lived to the age of
ninety-seven years, seven months, and three days,
and bore him eleven children, viz. : Anna, born in
and resided in a
1771, wife of David Richardson,
Western

State ;

Jesse ;

married

Elizabeth,

John

Hutchinson, and resided West; Amy, wife of Ezekiel
Hutchinson, resided West; Sarah, wife of Joseph
Story, resided in Sonth Brunswick ; Bathsheba ;
Mary, wife of Cornelius Voorhies, and resided in
South Brunswick ; Achsah became the wife of Sam
uel Hutchinson, and resided in Hunterdon County ;
Elijah and Theodocia, twins, the latter the wife of
Joseph Ivins, removed to Ohio ; the former married
Elizabeth Voorhies, and resided near the old home
stead ; and David W. Cubberley, subject of this
sketch, the youngest child, born Sept. 19, 1792, was a
man of good intellect, and acquired much knowl
edge.

He was a member of the Hamilton Square Baptist
Church for thirty years, but upon the division of that
body joined the Hopewell Baptist Church in 1864,
where he remained a worthy and honored member
until his death, April 11, 1881, having been deacon
for twenty-five years, and having taken an active
part in religious work as a speaker and singer.
He

was justice of the peace for ten years, a member of
the township committee, and for thirty years a school

He was a man of sterling qualities, and es
teemed by his fellow-citizens.
His wife Mary, daugh
ter of Coert and Ann Voorhies, whom he married
Jan. 20, 1813, died May 7, 1828, and bore him the fol
trustee.

lowing children: Ezekiel died young; Mary Ann,
wife of Daniel B. Coleman, resides in Trenton ; Voor
hies married Sarah Ann Allen, resided in Washing
ton township, and died April 1, 1843 ; Elizabeth, wife
of Enos Bown, of Trenton ; Lemuel died young.
His second wife, Rebecca, daughter of Samuel Allen,

"

whom he married Sept. 20, 1828, an estimable Chris
woman,"
survives in 1882, in her eighty-third
tian
children,- — John Randolph
year, and has borne him
Cubberley, now living on
Mary, daughter of Henry
wick, and has one child,
of the Hopewell Baptist

the old homestead, married
E. Perrine, of South Bruns
Rebecca.

He is a member

Church, and is serving his
eighth consecutive year as collector of his township.

The other children of David W. Cubberley and Re
are Catharine P., wife of William T.
Ivins, of Hamilton Square; Theodocia died young;
and Sarah Ann, who became the wife of Foreman
Hutchinson, of Washington township.

becca Allen

EDMUND

Yard was born in Washington
N. J., Oct. 31, 1852. His
M. Yard, born in 1825, married, in
daughter of William T. Flock, of Albore him children, — Susie A., died
M., wife of Charles B. Fields ; Wil-

Edmund Baker
township,

Mercer

father, James
1851,

Mary E.,

lentown,

who

young ; Annie

BAKER YARD.

Co.,
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liam F., deceased ; Susie E. ; and Edmund Baker
Yard, who is the eldest and subject of this sketch.
James M. Yard was one of the founders of the Bap
tist Church at AUentown, of which he and his wife
were members, and of which he was a deacon until
He was a farmer and
his death, in December, 1878.
took an active part in local public matters. John
Yard, grandfather of Edmund Baker Yard, resided
in East Windsor township at the time of his death.
He was the first postmaster of Yardville, which took
His wife, Susan Wall, bore him
its name from him.
six children, who grew to maturity: Joseph W.,
George H., James M., Annie, wife of

John L. White,

John C, and Harrison.
Edmund Baker Yard received his education at the
common school and at the Peddie Institute, Hights
town. On March 4, 1877, he married Clara B., daugh
ter of David Howell, of Dolington, Pa., and has one
child, Ella B. The same year he succeeded to the
mercantile business of his uncle, Joseph W. Yard, at
Newtown, N. J., which he has carried on since. He is
postmaster atfvTewtown, a member of the First Baptist
Church of AUentown,

a member

tees, and is serving his

third year

of its board of trus:
as township

clerk.

CHAPTER LXXII.
WEST

Situation

WINDSOR

TOWNSHIP.

and Boundaries. — West Windsor is

centrally located on the eastern border of the county,
u ud is bounded on the north by Princeton township,
on the east by South Brunswick and Cranbury town
ships (Middlesex County) and East Windsor, on the
south by Washington,
and Lawrence.

and on the west by Hamilton

Descriptive. — This township is nine' miles long,
and has an average width of five miles.
The soil is
very fertile and well cultivated, yielding grain and
grass in abundant crops.
Northerly and easterly the township is drained by
Stony Brook and the Millstone River respectively,
which flow together at ils northeastern extremity.
Bear Creek flows in a northerly course through a part
of the eastern portion of the township, emptying into
the Millstone River at the township line. The south
western part is drained by Assunpink Creek. In the
part is Bear Swamp, formerly a large tract of
marsh land, which is being gradually reclaimed by a
system of under-drainage.
Duck Pond Run and
north

other brooks have their sources within the township
limits, and flow into some of the various streams
Bear Creek furnishes a waterabove mentioned.
power which has long turned the machinery of a
grist-mill in the eastern part of the township.

Raritan Canal traverses the
northern portion of the township in a course parallel
The Delaware

and

with Stony Brook.

The railroad from Jersey City to
Camden formerly crossed the township on nearly the
same line, but the track was relaid a little less than
twenty years ago farther south, and is now known as
the Trenton Branch

of the Pennsylvania

At Princeton Junction, iu

the northern

Railroad.
part, the

Princeton Branch Railroad forms a junction with the
line just mentioned, and trains to and from Princeton
here connect with the principal passenger trains for
New York and Philadelphia.
Settlement. — The earliest settlements in the town
ship of West Windsor were made at Penn's Neck and
at Dutch Neck.
Which is entitled to rank as the
earliest it is now impossible to determine.

The first settlers at Penn's Neck were the Schenck
and Conover ] families.
They came from Monmouth
County. The Christian name of the original Schenck

The name of the head of the Con
over family of settlers was John.
The two families
were related by the marriage of William Conover
with a woman of the Schenck family.
The joint purchase of Garret Schenck and John

there was Garret.

from Penn in 1737 was quite extensive,
six thousand five hundred acres, and cov
ering all the territory from the Millstone to the
" Dutch Pond," in the northwestern part of the town

Kovenhoven
containing

ship, bounded north and south by Stony Brook and
Swamp.2
Bear
Along the old straight turnpike which traverses
this tract east and west Schenck and Conover settled
their sons alternately, so that from the eastern to the
western limit of the purchase there formerly lived
Schencks and Conovers on farms which alternated on
each side of the road, like the red and white squares
This region was called Penn's
on a checker-board.

Neck.
The most of this land remained in the possession of
Schencks and Conovers up to about half a century
ago. It is now all owned by new-comers, and the
farms on the tract are among the best in that part of
the township.
The sons of William

Conover were William, Gar
The genealogy of one branch of the
family of William (2) will be found in the following

ret, and David.
paragraphs :

William Conover (2) married Deborah Voorhees,
family from Long Island, and had children named
William, Ralph, Deborah, Margaret, and Mary.
William Conover (3) married Mary Grover. His
children were William (born July 9, 1799), Ralph,
Elizabeth, Gertrude,
Pearson, Richard, Deborah,
Maria, Margaret, Voorhees, and Lavinia and George
Follet (twins).
William Conover (4) married Elizabeth Bastido.
His children were named Ira, Mary, William, Gar1 Formerly spelled Kouwenhoven, Kovenhoven, and Covenhoven.
2 This original Penn patent is stilt existing in the Schenck family at
Princeton.
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ret, Ralph, Ann, Abbie, Charles, Elizabeth, and Alice.
Of these, Ira, Alice, and Ralph are dead. None of the
others live in the vicinity.

Ralph Conover, son of William (3), and brother of
William (4), married Rachel Dye, and lives at Tren

ton.
Pearson

Conover married Annie Morris, and had
named Edward, Lawrence, John, Elizabeth,
Mary, and Emma.
Mary married James Dennis, of
West Windsor.
None of her brothers and sisters
live in the township.

children

Richard Conover married Margaret Dye, and lives
near Cranbury.
He has four sons, named Dye, Disbrow, Baxter, and Voorhees.
Deborah, Elizabeth, and Gertrude Conover never
married.
Maria Conover married Paul Morris, and located in
Monmouth County.
Margaret Conover married Z. Stout, and removed
to Jersey City.
Voorhees Conover died many years ago.
Lavina and George Follet Conover
young.

(twins)

died

As appears from the records of the township, Gar
ret Schenck, Joseph Schenck, and John Schenck
were prominent in local affairs before and after the
John A. Schenck,
beginning of the present century.
David K. Schenck, John G. Schenck, John C. Schenck
and others of the name have at a later date been con
spicuous citizens, actively identified with the affairs
of the township.
The pioneers at Dutch Neck were Holland Dutch
men from Long Island. Among the very few fami
lies of original settlers in that part of the township,
the Voorhees

and Bergen

Like the two families

families

were prominent.

Neck, these two
families intermarried, the second wife of Coert Voor
hees, the settler of the name at Dutch Neck, having
been a woman of the Bergen family.
on Penn's

Coert Voorhees had several children, among whom
were Coert, Jr., and Elijah.
None except these re
Elijah married a Van Nest,
mained in the township.
and lived and died at Dutch Neck. He had two sons
named

Eli

and Ralph, neither of whom ever married.

The latter lives at Dutch Neck.
Voorhees, Sr., and Coert Voorhees, Jr., both
served in the American ranks during the Revolu
tionary struggle, the former fighting at the battle of
The former is dead.

Coert

Trenton.
The younger

was born at Dutch
He married and had children
named Catharine, William Cornelius, John, Major,
Elijah, Joseph, Anna, Polly Betsey, and Ellen. Of
these we have no information except the following
relative to Catharine, William, and Major:

Neck, Feb.

Coert Voorhees

20, 1756.

I. Catharine Voorhees married William Conover,
and had children named Mary Ann, Eliza, Phebe,
John, and William. John is living in
Catherine;
New Brunswick ; William is dead.
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II. William Voorhees .married Ellen Stonaker, of
Cranbury (Middlesex County), and had children
named Eliza, David S., Martin, Abraham, James,
Ezekiel, Cornelius, Joseph, Alexander, and .Ellen,
and two or three others.
Eliza married Richard
Hutchinson, of West Windsor, and had children
named Abbie, Deborah, James, William, John, and
Isaac.
David S. married Amy Slinglon, of Prince
His children
ton, and is now living at Penn's Neck.
were named Harrison, George, Smith, David, Edward
(dead), Mary, Harriet, and Elizabeth (dead). Martin
removed to Somerset County, and now- lives there.
Abraham married Sarah Henderson, of Princeton,
and died in West Windsor.

James died
Ezekiel married Rachel Silvers, and
lives in East Windsor. Cornelius married an Em
bley of East Windsor, and is living at Asbury Park,
N. J. Joseph, at the age of twenty-one, entered the
United States navy, and has only once revisited his
and lived

unmarried.

native

place.

It

is not

known

by his

relatives

Alexander died unmarried.
Ellen married Ezekiel Lutes, of West Windsor, and
is dead. None of her children live in the township.
III. Major Voorhees was born at Dutch Neck,
May 12, 1798, and in 1820 married Atheleah Cub
berly, who was born at Hamilton Square, Aug. 7,
whether

he survives.

In 1823 they removed to Hamilton Square,
where they celebrated their golden wedding in 1870.
George Bergen operated a grist-mill near Dutch

1799.

Neck during the Revolution.
His sons were John,
Peter, and John G. He had several daughters. John
removed to Kentucky. William G. Bergen, son of
George G., married Susan Reed, and is a farmer near
Dutch Neck.
His children are named James, Spaf
ford, Stephen, Sarah, Johnson, Eliza, Howard, Emma,
and George T. No further information concerning
this family can be obtained.
The Van Nest family were among the pioneers of
West Windsor. Few descendants are now living

John Tindall, William Tindall, John Cox,
Thomas Clark, John Morgan, Abel Slayback, Joseph
Stout, Amos Hutchinson , John Skil lm an , William Dey
there.

Jewell,1

Isaac Cook, William Vaughn, Ezekiel Smith,
Joseph Olden, and William Holmes, besides some of
the persons previously mentioned, were holders of
offices in West Windsor previous to 1800.
William Fisher settled in the southeast part of the

township

township, near Hickory Corners, in 1775, and owned a
large tract of land in the vicinity. He married Eva
Stout and reared a large family, of whom were Wil
liam, Samuel, Eunice, Sarah, Elizabeth, Ann, and
William Fisher, Jr., married and settled in
others.
Burlington County.
Mary Wilson was his first wife.

Fisher married Johanna S. Stockton, and
on a portion of the homestead. His sons
were named James S. and William. The former mar-

Samuel
located

1 Thomas Jowell, William D. Jewell, and the heirs of Elisha Jewell
own and occupy three of the finest farms in th0 township.
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ried Margaret Clark and located at Penn's Neck, where
he now lives.
The latter married Mary Dutcher and
lived at Penn's Neck twenty-five years, and then re
moved to Bound Brook, N.

dall Chamberlain

J.

Eunice married Ran
Returning,
James Hultz and located at

and removed to Ohio.

she afterward married
Plainsboro'
(Middlesex County).

Sarah

married

Hightstown

a

Mary
married Abel Harden and located in East Windsor;
Elizabeth married Aaron Forman. and for a time
lived at Hightstown, but later removed to Edinburg,
where she and her husband died ; Ann married a
Howell, and lived on the old Fisher homestead.
Prior to 1800, Matthew Rue settled on what is now
known as the Dutch Neck road, about a mile east of
Dutch Neck, and was a purchaser of about five thou
sand acres of land in that vicinity. He married
Rebecah Ely, and had children named Ann, Mat
thias, Enoch, Phebe, Mary, Joseph, Matthew, Achsah,
Joshua E., Rebecah, John, and Gilbert W. Rue.
Ann married William Cotheal, and located in Mid
Chamberlain

and

settled

near

;

dlesex County, and reared a family.
Matthias married Ellen Rue, and removed to Mid
dlesex County, and engaged in farming.
He had

John and Elwood Rue.
Enoch married Lydia Davison, and located in West
Windsor, on the road from Dutch Neck into Lawrence
township, a mile from Dutch Neck, and engaged in
farming.
He had one son named John D. Rue, and
one daughter, the wife of Rev. Mr. Van Syckle.
Phebe married Elias Bergen, and removed to Tren
sons named

ton.

Mary became the wife of Matthias Mount, and
located near Dutch Neck.

Joseph married Cornelia Mount, and removed to
Englishtown, Monmouth Co.
Matthew married Mary Ann Allen, and lived on
part of the old homestead of the family, and had
seven

children.

Achsah
Monmouth

married S. Joseph Ely, and removed
County.

to

Joshua E. became a preacher, and married Mary
McAuley.
Rebecah

married

Enoch Mount, and located at

Hightstown.
John married Mary Laird, and removed to Mon
mouth County.

Gilbert W. married Annie Hutchinson, and is living
in Monmouth County.
Among names of members of families who have
come into the township at a later date than the pio
neers and who have at one time or another been
prominently identified with its leading interests, may
be mentioned those of Amos Hutchinson, Daniel
Agnew, Benjamin Clark, Col. E
Beatty, Jacob
Van Dyke, Redford Job, David T. Labaw, James D.

Hutchinson, John T. Hutchinson, James McGalliard,
John S. Robins, Liscomb T. Robbins, Enoch Robbins,
Elijah V. Perrine, James H. Everett, Richard C.

Mount, Elisha Rogers, Isaiah Jamison, William Post,
Hooper, William V. Scudder, John A. L.
Crater, John S. Van Dyke, William Wiley, Henry
M. Taylor, Abraham Van Hise, and William K.
Holmes.
Others may be found in the civil list of the
township, which may be fairly regarded as being com
posed, for the most part, of the names of its leading
and most influential citizens. Others still will be seen
in the chapters devoted to the religious and industrial
interests.
As has been seen, the pioneers on the soil
of West Windsor were few in number, and the record
of their achievements is manifested in the progress
and general prosperity of the township, though it
Thomas

cannot be recounted with the fullness that may seem
desirable by any of its present residents.
Organization. — As it appears from an ancient
document in the office of the Secretary of State, the
original township of Windsor 1 was organized March
9, 1750.

The township remained as originally organized un
1797, when a division was effected by an act of the
Legislature, and that portion east of the division line
was named East Windsor, and all that portion west
of the division line named. West Windsor.
In the third section of this act it was provided
that, —
til

" The inhabitants of the Baid township of East Windsor aDd West
Windsor respectively shall meet at Haightstown (Hightstown), in
the said township of East Windsor, and at the house where Jacob
Bergen now lives, in the said township of West Windsor, on the day
appointed by law for the first annual town-meetings after the pass
then'
and there proceedto the electionof town
ing of this act, and shall
provides."
officersfor each of the said townships,as the law

Feb. 11, 1813, a portion of West Windsor township
was set off to form a part of the borough of Princeton,
then erected from West Windsor, and the township
of Montgomery, Somerset County.

Civil List. —None of

the records of the old town
ship of Windsor are be found or known by the officers
of the townships of East Windsor and West Windsor
Below is given a complete list of
to be in existence.
the principal

division

officers

of Windsor in

of West

Windsor since the

1797 :

CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS.
JameB A. Hutchinson, 1848.
GeorgeM. Rue, 1850-54.
George W. Applegate,1855-59.
William Holmes, 1798-99.
JoBeph Schenck,1798,1803-4,1811- Elisha Jewell, 1860.
James D. Robins, 1860-61.
14.
John D. Rue, 1861-62.
Thomas Clark, 1799-1802.
Eli Rogers,1862-63.
E. Beaty, 1800-10,1815-22.
Joseph Clark, 1805-6.
Isaac Rossell, 1863.
Amos H. Tindall, 1864-71.
John G. Schenck, 1807.
Benjamin Clark, Jr., 180S-10.
Edward Jewell, 1864.
Joseph H. Grover, 1865-66.
John Hamilton, 1811-24.
Samuel Fisher, 1867.
Henry Dye, 1823-24.
Joseph Coleman,1868.
William Bicknor, 1825,1827-36.
Elijah V. Perrine, 1870.
Vincent Dye, 1825.
William G. Bergen, 1872-73.
John 0. Schenck, 1826-35.
John Wyckoff, 1875.
William Beekman,1826.
Jasper Allen, 1877-79
John S. Van Dyke, 1836-46.
William H. Jamison, 1881.
Eli Dye, 1837-43,1851-59.
David K. Schenck, 1844-48,1850.

Ezekiel Smith, 1797.
Joseph Olden, 1797.

i Named in honor of Windsor, in England, as is supposed.

WEST
TOWNSHIP
GeorgeG. Bergen ,1797-99,1812-14.
Francis S. Labow, 1800-11.
David Schenck, 1815-24.
Thomas Hooper, 1825-26.
John S. Van Dyke, 1827-30, 1832'
48.
John S. Robins, 1850-61.
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Elwood Rogers, 1862,1864-65.
Scott Berrien, 1863.
Liscomb T. Robins, 1866-70,187381.
Joseph Watson, 1871.
George R. Cook, 1872.
Samuel S. Wilson, 1875.

ASSESSORS.
William Tindall, 1797-1802,1821 ' William G. Bergen, 1847,1850-51,
-28.
1853.
Elijah Voorhees,1803-6.
Charles G. Bergen, 1848.
! Enoch Robbins,1852,1854-62,1866.
John A. Schenck, 1807-20.
David K. Schenck, 1829-37.
Henry M. Taylor, 1863,1872-74.
James McGilliard, 1838-39, 1843, Elijah V. Perrine, 1864-65.
James D. Duncan, 1867-70.
1845.
James H. Everett, 1871.
David S. Dye, 1840-42,1844.
Jasper Hunt, 1875-80.
John S. Robins, 1846.
; John Yard, 1881.
COLLECTORS.
Able Slayback, 1797.
Elijah Voorhees,1798-1802.
Henry Dye, 1803-37.
Richard C. Mount, 1838-40.
Elisha Rogers, 1841.
Eli Rogers, 1842-48.1850.
James D. Duutan, 1851-55.
WyilliamU. Bel-gen, 1856-58,187980.
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John F. Labow, 1859-63,1866.
Nathaniel Schenck,1864.
Isaiah JamiBon, 1865.
George Denison, 1867,1871-78.
Jonathan Watson, 1868.
Daniel M. Ilulet, 1869-70.
David D, Glover. 1881.

COMMITTEE.

John A. L. Crater, 1848.
George W. Applegate, 1850-69,
1865,I860, 1871-73.
Tunning Lavender, 1851-52.
27,1834-35.
John H. Clark, 1851-52.
John Cox, 1798.
John Rogers, 1851-52.
John Schenck, 1798-1800.
David S. Dye, 1852.
ThomasClark, 1798.
William Tindall, 1853.
Ezekiel Smith, 1799.
William Van Dyke, 1853-56.
John Morgan, 1799.
Randall Hughes, 1853-55.
Amos Hutchinson, 1800-2.
William G. Bergen, 1854,1859-61,
CoertVoorheeB,Sr., 1800-6.
1863,1868,1870-74.
Daniel Agnew, 1801-4.
Joseph Olden, 1803-7.
Amos H. Tindall, 1864-55.
Phillip Shangle, 1855-56.
William Vaughn, 1803.
James H. Everett, 1867-62.
John A. Schenck, 1804-20.
Benjamin Clark, 1805-6.
Robert L. Fisher, 1858.
Isaiah Jamison, 1859.
John Hamilton, 1807-24.
William S. Wyckoff, 1860-62.
Alexander L. Cruser, 1807.
Joseph Schenck, 1808-11.
Eli Dye, 1860-62.
GeorgeG. Bergen, 1808-13.
Charles B. Moore, 1862.
J. H. Watson, 1863.
Jacob Van Dyke, 1812-15.
Aaron Coleman,1863.
William Post, 1814-24,1826-41.
Benjamin Olden, 1816-29.
John C. Bergen, 1863.
William Updike, 1863,1867-68.
RedfordJob, 1817,1819.
Daniel M. Hulet, 1864-67.
David F. Labow, 1821-31.
Stephen H. Hedden, 1864.
Abraham Voorhees,1825.
Enoch Robbins, 1864.
J. D. Hutchinson, 1825-33.
Barzillia Grover, 1864.
Johu T. Hutchinson, 1828-34.
(,'.J. Wills, 1865-67,1869-71.
John C. Schenck, 1830-35.
Samuel Fisher, 1865-66.
Ezekiel Rogers, Jr., 1832-38.
John S. Robins, 1866,1867,1869Francis S. Labow, 1835-37.
74.
James Olden, 1836-39.
James McGalliard, 1836-37,1847- JoBeph G. Grover, 1863-81.
Elijah V. Perrine, 1868-69.
48.
Alexis Rynear, 1868,1875.
1857.
Elisha Jewell, 1838^46,
James D. Robbins, 1838-39, 1842- Peter Rue, 1870.
Enoch W. Hart, 1869.
47,1850,1856-62,1864-65.
William H.Jamison, 1872-74,1877.
James A. Hutchinson, 1839-46.
Thomas S. Everett, 1875-76.
Charles S. Olden, 1840,1842-48.
William G. Schenck, 1875.
GeorgeM. Rue, 1840-45,1850-52.
John D. Rue, 1876-78.
Enoch Ayres, 1846.
George R. Cook, 1876-81.
David K.Schenck,-1847-48,1850.
1856- Joseph Coleman, 1876,1878-79.
Isaac Rossell, 1847-48,1850,
Spafford BeVgen,1877.
58.
Garret Schenck,1797-1802.
John Tindall, 1797.
William Tindall, 1798-1810,1820-
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W. J. Tindall. 1878,1881.
Ralph Rogers, 1879-80.
Symes Bergen, 1879-80.

1 Jasper Allen, 1881.
I John E. Gordon,1881.
CONSTABLES.

John Skillman, 1797.
Charles Carson, 1855.
William D. Jewell, 1798,1804-20. Major Hooper, 1856-59.
Isaac Cook, 1798-1800.
Isaiah Taylor, 1856-59.
William Vaughn, 1799-1803.
William D. Conover,1859.
Daniel Mershon, 1801.
Jonathan Smith, 1860.
William Downing, 1802.
Enoch Robbins, 1860.
William Hight, 1807-8.
William Schenck, 1861.
Gilbert Giberson,1818,1822.
Daniel Hawks, 1862.
Asher Temple, 1819-21.
James Voorhees,1862-64.
Israel Tindall, 1821-22.
Austin M. Walton, 1863.
Charles M. Campbell,1822-28.
Enoch W. Hart, 1863.
Nathaniel Labou, 1824-27,1829.
Abraham Van Hise, 1864.
William K. Holmes, 1828-36.
JameB H. Everett, 1865.
Joseph Mount, 1829-31.
William H. Tindall, 1865-71.
Joseph Taylor, 1866.
Vincent Perrine, 1829.
David S. Dye, 1830.
William S. Wyckoff, 1866-67.
Absalom Hart, 1867-74.
John Simpson,1832-35.
Ralph Gulick, 1836,
William S. Davis, 1868-70.
Eli Rogers,1837-39.
William West, Jr., 1869-70
William Bush, 1869.
Alexander M. Hudnut, 1837.
James Everett, 1840-58.
Israel H. Pearson,1871.
Henry D. Grover, 1871.
Samuel Pope, 1840-41.
William G. Bergen, 1842-48,1850- Elias A. Smith, 1872-75.
John L. Corliss, 1872.
51.
Samuel H. Aj ers, 1874-75.
William B. Furman, 1847.
Jacob L. Hendrickson, 1875-77.
E. B. Hewit, 1850.
Synims Wyley, 1875.
Amos H. Tindall, 1851.
, 1877-78.
William
Ezekiel Lutes, 1852.
Oscar Rogers, 1852-53.
Addison Hughes, 1878-81.
J. H. Bergon, 1879-80.
J. W. Yard, 1863.
Charles S. Rogers, 1881.
Isaac Van Hise, 1854.
John W. GriggB,1881.
John S. Robins, 1854.
William Fisher, 1855.
JUSTICES

OF THE PEACE.

William Perrine, 1866.
Richard R RogerB,1850.
John A. L. Crater, 1850.
John S. Robbins, 1871.
Joseph L. Watson, 1873.
William V. Scudder,1855.
James McGalliard, 1855,1858,1868 Liscomb T. Robins, 1875,1881.
David S. Voorhees,1861,1866,1875
1878.
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
William Conover, 1832.
John T. Hutchinson, 1832,1834.
David S. Dye, 1832-45.
William Welling, 1833-34.
James McGilliard, 1835-36.
Christopher Bergen, 1835-40.
Peter Hooper, 1837-39.
SUPERINTENDENTS
David D. Gray, 1847-48.
James McGilliard, 1850.
Charles S. Olden, 1851-52.
Nelson Silvers, 1853-54.
Alexander Schenck, 1855.
David S. Dye, 1856.
William Walton, 1857,1863.

Nelson Silvers, 1840-42.
George T. Olmstead,1841.
Charles S. Olden, 1842.
James A. Hutchinson, 1843-46.
James D. Robbins, 1843.
William Walton, 1844-46.
William Lutes, 1816.
OF SCHOOLS.
Charles B. Moore, 1858.
John D. Rue, 1858-60.
Elijah V. Perrine, 1861-62.
Samuel Fisher, 1864.
Amos Martin, Sr., 1865.
William H. Jamison, 1866-67.

Villages and Hamlets.— Penn's Neck, on the
Trenton turnpike, in the northeastern part of the
contains a church, a few dwellings, and
mechanics'
shops, and receives its
one or two small
name from the tract of land so called, purchased in
the pioneer period of the history of the township of
William Penn by Conover and Schenck.
The first public-house there was the Red Lion Inn,
township,

built by William Conover about 1807 or 1808. Its
It was afterwards kept
first keeper was John Joline.
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by George Follet, Kenneth Day, Elijah Davison,
Maj. Giberson, Asher Temple, a man named Donald
son, Widow Jackson, James Davison, and others, and
It often changed
its last occupant was Noah Reed.
owners as well as landlords, and a few years ago was
sold to the Baptist Church of Penn's Neck and was

have been plied here transiently
are forgotten.

converted into a parsonage.

now owned

After the beginning of the days of staging along
the turnpike, Richard Warren, William Stockton,
and Phineas Withington bought a dwelling opposite
the Red Lion Inn, and remodeled it and leased it to
successive keepers, among whom were Garrett Em
bly, Asher Temple, Gilbert Giberson, and others, who
kept it open as a public-house until about 1850, when
it was purchased by David S. Voorhees and recon
verted into a dwelling, and as such has been occupied
by him to the present time.
During the staging period Penn's Neck was the
scene of much activity, and its two rival taverns both
flourished.
Blacksmithing and wagon-repairing were

by men whose names

For fully one hundred years, up to a few years ago,
when it was finally closed as such, a public-house was
kept at Dutch Neck by many successive landlords,
the last of whom was John Griggs.
The building is
by Mrs. Mary Ann Updike, and will
probably never again be opened for the entertainment
of the traveling public.
Dutch Neck enjoys the advantages to be derived
from the presence of a post-office.

The postmaster is
William G. Allen, who during the past eight years
has kept the only store in the place. The present
wheelwright is V. R. Hutchinson, the present shoe
maker is Charles V. Smith, and the present black
smith is T. F. Williamson.
Clarksville. — By this name, derived from Dr. I.
Clark, a former property-owner there, is known a
hamlet on the Trenton turnpike, partially in the
northwest part of West Windsor, partially in Law

Nathaniel La Bow is said to have
also in demand.
been the pioneer blacksmith.
Thomas Benham had
a shop for some years, and was succeeded in 1833 by
David S. Voorhees, who continued the business till

rence, containing a hotel, a blacksmith-shop, a wheel
wright-shop, and seven dwellings.
The nucleus of this settlement was the hotel, which
was built about 1800 by Dr. Clark, and changed

about 1850.

Since then the old smithy has had sev
eral tenants, among them John Benham and James
Wainwright, and is now again in the possession of

owners several times until it came into the hands of
William West, Jr., in 1853. The staging traffic and
travel over the turnpike rendered this a good location

its venerable proprietor, who has done a little work
in it from time to time since his retirement from

William Hulfish
for blacksmiths and wheelwrights.
He had had prede
was a blacksmith there in 1825.
The present
cessors, and has had several successors.

active business.
The first wheelwright

was Moses Burroughs, who
opened a shop at an early day. Elias and Arthur
Howell have carried on this branch of industry at
different times. About 1820 a coach-making and re
pairing business was established by John A. Schenck,
and was afterwards conducted by Rowland & Schenck
for many years. Elias Howell had a harness-shop in
connection

with his wheelwright-shop,
and the two
trades were combined later by Charles Campbell.
There has not been a store at Penn's Neck for
many years. The first merchant there is thought to

have been Jacob Stryker.
A man named Donaldson
was also a merchant there.
About thirty years ago a post-office was established
in one of the public-houses, with William Wyckoff
as postmaster.
On account of some local difficulties

it

was discontinued in about three weeks, and has
never been re-established.

Dutch Neck. — This locality received its name
from the fact that it was first settled by Dutch emi
grants.
It is a thriving little village, pleasantly

situated in the centre of the best agricultural section
of the township, containing one general store, a

blacksmith is Charles I. Carr. John Anderson was an
The present one is Peter Bender,
early wheelwright.
who has been located there long enough to be regarded
as a permanent citizen.
About 1853, John Yard erected a building designed
for use as a store, which, however, was never occupied
as such until 1861, and was only kept open as such
one year, when it was sold to Peter Bender, who re
moved to it from his former shop and has since occu
pied it.
Previous to the erection of the Clarksville Hotel,
there stood another old inn, on the opposite side of
the road, which has long since disappeared.

Edinburg. — This hamlet was formerly known as
Sandpink,"
from its location on the
Assanpink, or "
"Sandpink,"
bank of Assanpink, by many called

Creek, and received its. present name by a resolution
It contains a hotel, a
a few years ago.
and
store, two basket-factories, a blacksmith-shop,

of its citizens

about seventy inhabitants.
One of the oldest landmarks there is the hotel,
whicii during the Revolution, says tradition, was kept

a shoe-shop, a blacksmith-shop,
wheelwright-shop,
the office of the West Windsor Mutual Fire Insur
ance Association, and a Presbyterian Church and a
fine chapel belonging to the same denomination, now

at a place about three hundred yards distant from its
present location, to which it was removed early in the
present century. It is thought by the oldest residents
that John H. Hutchinson was the first who kept it
after its removal. It has often changed hands, and is

The population is about eighty.
nearly completed.
At various times different small mechanical trades

to

now kept by John W. Griggs.
The pioneer merchant at Edinburg is thought
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John T. Hutchinson, probably as early as
Among his successors have been Marco Krakakie, Job Silvers, Lucien Britton, Richard Waddy,
Israel Baldwin, Richard R. Rogers, Isaac R. Rogers,
Charles R. Hutchinson, Samuel Tindall, and Joseph

have been
1820.

L.

Watson, the present merchant, all of whom have
traded in one building. Futile attenfpts have been
made to establish stores in two other buildings now
standing unoccupied.

The post-office was established in

1852, with

Rich

It has most of the time
ard R. Rogers as postmaster.
been kept in the store, and a majority of those who
have occupied that building as merchants since that
The present incumbent
date have been postmasters.

Mails arrive and
of the office is Joseph L. Watson.
depart daily by stage from and to Trenton.
At an early day Daniel Howell had a blacksmith-

David B. Hill came to the
shop near Edinburg.
place in 1828, and carried on blacksmithing till 1870,
when he was succeeded by his son, James M. Hill.
Wheelwrights have from time to time had shops in
The last was D. Frank Hill, who be
the settlement.
gan business in 1878, and closed in 1882.
Port Mercer is a hamlet which has grown up at
the northwestern corner of the township, partially in
It
Lawrence, on the Delaware and Raritan Canal.
contains a store, a coal-yard, and seven dwellings.

Formerly there was a steam saw-mill at this point,
and previous to 1844, Charles Gillingham was engaged.for some years in the manufacture of lime there.
The -first merchant there was Alfred Applegate,
who began business about 1840, and continued until
for some
1848, after which the store was unoccupied

Among its later proprietors was Evan Cook.
occupant is Judson Allen, who is also
present
The
proprietor of the coal-yard.
A public-house was formerly kept there twelve

years.

years by William West, in a building which is now
the residence of Richard Cook, which was built for a
dwelling, about 1850, by John A. D. Crater, and sold
by him about 1861 to Samuel Smith, who remodeled

it and leased it to West.
Princeton Basin. — This is a canal settlement
and former railway station on the Delaware and
Raritan Canal, at the northern boundary of the
township, which before the removal of the old rail
locally.
road was a place of some importance
kept
John
G. Skillman,
was
by
there
The old hotel
thirty years ago. It has since been kept by John S.

Hutchinson, Aaron Clayton, John L.
Since 1879 it has been in charge of Marshal
Corlies,

and

others.

Yoorhees.

produce
Several merchants and coal, lumber, and
at " the
business
done
time
dealers have from time to
Basin,"
among them John L. Corlies and S. Berrien.

John Wyckoff, now at Princeton Junction, was for

prominent
merly a

business man there.

Princeton Junction.— Princeton Junction

is the
junction of the
at
the
hamlet
little
given
the
to
name
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Princeton Branch Railroad with the Trenton Branch
of the Pennsylvania Railway. Its existence dates
from the completion of the latter line in 1865.
It
contains a depot, a store, and a hay, wood, and pro
duce warehouse, and a few scattered dwellings.

The store was built in 1870 by Owen Sheridan.
It
was occupied by D. B. Applegate in 1870-72, and by
Baker Hutchinson in 1872-74. Owen Sheridan, its
The Princeton
owner, has occupied it since 1874.
Junction post-office was established in
B. Applegate

D.
He was

1870, and

was commissioned postmaster.

succeeded by Owen Sheridan in 1874.
John Wyckoff, dealer in hay, wood, and produce,
has a large warehouse at Princeton Junction, whither
he removed from Princeton Basin in 1865.

Industries.— Grover's flouringManufacturing
mill, on Bear Creek, about two miles from Dutch
Neck, was built by some of the members of the
pioneer family of Bergens, and during the Revolu
tion it was operated by George Bergen.
Its changes
of ownership have not been frequent, yet it has had
Joseph Grover, its present owner
several proprietors.
and operator, has been in possession since 1860.
John Crater erected a steam saw-mill at Port
Mercer, which was in operation about twelve years,
and was then destroyed by fire.
Near Edinburg on the Trenton road, Amos Tindall
established a distillery and cider manufactory, which
at his death, a few years ago, passed into the possession

of his sons, Samuel and Theodore Tindall, who con
tinue the business, but manufacture cider only.
About 1810, Thomas Leonard put a foundry in
operation at Edinburg. Later Sering Shangle, now

of Hightstown, was his partner, and the firm was
known as Leonard & Shangle.
The business was
abandoned about ten years after its establishment.
Thirty years ago or more Aaron Furman had a
cooper's shop at Edinburg, and at a somewhat later

Hart was engaged somewhat exten
sively in the manufacture of boots and shoes there,
at times employing several hands.
date Absalom

In 1873, Absalom Hart built a shop at Edinburg,
in which he began the manufacture of baskets of dif
ferent sizes and kinds, which he sells in New York.
His business has gradually increased till it furnishes
employment

to five basket-makers.

Melvin Sallie established
1874, has done a growing

a similar manufactory in
business, and employs five

or six hands in his shop.
The above, with such interests as are mentioned in
connection with the histories of the several villages

and hamlets, constitute the principal industries of the
in the past and present.

township

Educational. — The earliest schools in West Wind
sor were kept at Penn's Neck and Dutch Neck.
The
third is believed to have been established in the
The mother schools in the
vicinity of Edinburg.
Diligent
township w^re instituted later, one by one.
inquiry has failed to elicit the dates of these educa-
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tional beginnings

public religious worship has existed at Dutch Neck
no one living can tell. The records of the Presbytery
of New Brunswick mention the application of Kings
ton and Assinpynk for the joint pastorate of a Mr.

bodied

of the township as
adult male inhabitants
For many years the
chose to aid in their erection.
" payschools were of the class usually spoken of as
schools,"
children
at
the head of each family whose
per
sum
teacher
stated
a
the
to
them
paying
tended

Van Voorhees, and he supplied them during the
years 1793 and 1794, but before that time the grave
yard testifies <M interments reaching farther back, to
Some of the
nearly the middle of the last century.
original members of the church; as organized in 1816,

pupil, and such township money as was devoted to
the support of schools was either apportioned to the
several patrons of the schools or paid to the teacher,
pro
and by him placed to the credit of each patron

were living but recently, and used to speak of an old
house of worship occupying the site of the present

and the names of the early peda
gogues who taught in the township.
The first schools were kept in log houses, which
ablewere built by the concerted labor of such of the

rata.

When the public school law of New Jersey came
into operation, the township was divided into several
districts. Their number has been changed from time
There are now
to time as convenience has required.
four, known as Penn's Neck District, No. 40; Parson
age

District, No.

41 ;

Dutch Neck District, No.

42 ;

and Assanpink District, No. 43.
The following statistics for the school year ending
Aug. 31, 1880, show the status of the several districts
at that time :

Amount of apportionment from the State appropri
ation, including two-mill tax and $100,000: District
No. 40, $262.45; District No. 41, $324.49; District
Amount
No. 42, $278.60 ; District No. 43, $270.15.
of appropriation from surplus revenue : District No.
40, $37.55; District No. 41, $47.67; District No. 42,
Total amount re
$40.93; District No. 43, $29.85.
purposes :
ceived from all sources for public-school
District No. 40, $300 ; District No. 41, $622.16 ; Dis
trict No. 42, $1319.53 ; District No. 43, $300. Pres
ent value of school property : District No. 40, $1000 ;
District No. 41, $400 ; District No. 42, $200; District
No. 43, $200. Whole number of children between
the ages of five and eighteen years residing in the
several districts ; District No. 40, 72 ; District No.
41, 97; District No. 42, 73; District No. 43, 65.
Number of children of the school age enrolled in
the school registers during the year ; District No. 40,
48; District No. 41, 74; District No. 42, 60; District
No. 43, 44. Estimated number of children in the
districts attending private schools : District No. 40,
18 ; District No. 41, 2. Estimated number in the dis
tricts who attended no school during the year : Dis
trict No. 40, 14; District No. 41, 15; District No.
Number of teachers
42, 13; District No. 43, 21.
employed in the several districts and the monthly
salary paid : District No. 40, 1 female, at $26.11 ;
District No. 41, 1 female, at $29.25; District No.
42, 1 male, at $29.49 ; District No. 43, 1 female, at
$31.11.

The Dutch Neck Presbyterian Church.1— The
village of Dutch Neck occupies nearly the centre of
How long a house for
West Windsor township.
— ——
a
i Contributed by Rev. Amzi L. Armstrong, pastor.

in existence at that time.
By the inhabitants of Dutch Neck and vicinity ap
plication was made to the Presbytery of New Bruns
wick, which met in Cranbury, Middlesex Co., Oct. 1,
one,

1816, to be organized

as a church, and for the services

of Rev. David Comfort, of Kingston, as a stated sup
ply for one-third of the time.
Presbytery granted the prayer of the petitioners,
and directed Rev. Mr. Comfort to perfect the organ

At a meeting held Octo
ber 20th, elders were selected, and the church organ
ized. The following were ordained elders on the 10th
ization as soon as possible.

of November

William Post, John R. Covenhoven,
Levi Updike. The following addi
tional members, twenty-five in all, were then received
by certificate from the church at Cranbury : Coert
Voorhees, Sr., Helena Voorhees, Coert Voorhees, Jr.,
Ann Voorhees, John Slayback, Maria Post, Ann
Covenhoven, Elizabeth Hooper, Mary Updike, Coert
A. Voorhees, Margaret Ann Voorhees, Elizabeth
Fisher, Mattie Covenhoven, Mary Davis, Mary Cain,
Sarah Voorhees, Mary Grover, Hannah Atchley, and
Elenor Hybier; and Sarah Ann Tindall and Eliza
beth Tindall from the church at Kingston.
Rev. David Comfort continued as stated supply
until the spring of 1824, preaching one-third of this
Peter

:

Hooper,

time at this place.
From that time until January, 1827, there was no
regular pastor or stated supply, the pulpit being oc
cupied by members of the Presbytery and professors
and students of the Theological

At

Seminary at Princeton.

of the church and congregation Jan.
Mr. Daniel Deruelle, a licentiate, was unani

a meeting

30, 1827,

mously chosen to minister to them as stated supply,
and their choice was ratified by the Presbytery on the
7th of February. Mr. Deruelle was called to the pas
torate at a meeting of the church and congregation
held on the 21st of

July following,

and he was or
and installed pastor by the.
Presbytery of New Brunswick, Sept. 11, 1827, being
the first regularly-installed pastor.
This pastoral re
dained

to the ministry,

lation was dissolved Jan. 5, 1830.
There was no formally settled pastor from that
The pulpit, however, was regularly
time until 1840.
supplied by Princeton professors and students, and
by ministers of the Presbytery;
among them Rev.
John Jay Rice for nearly two years was the stated
supply.

WEST WINDSOR
On April

30, 1840, Rev. George Ely was duly in7
having the joint pastorates of Hamilton
and Dutch Neck, and preaching at these
places on alternate Sabbaths. This arrangement con
tinued until 1856, when, his health having failed, the
relation was dissolved July 22d of that year.
Rev. Robert S. Manning, the pastor at that time of
the Hamilton Square Church, was appointed by Pres
bytery to supply the pulpit at Dutch Neck every
other Sabbath.
At a meeting of the church and con
gregation held on the 28th of March, 1857, Mr. Amzi
L. Armstrong, a licentiate of the Presbytery of New
Brunswick, was unanimously chosen pastor. The call
was duly presented to Presbytery
on the 27th of
April following, and at an adjourned meeting of the
Presbytery held at Dutch Neck, May 20th, he was
duly ordained and installed pastor of said church,
which relation still continues (1882).
The membership reported to Presbytery in April,

stalled,
Square

1881, was two hundred

and thirteen.

The elders are Isaac I. Snedeker, John S. Bergen,
Enoch Rue, Andrew J. Duncan, James Wyckoff,
John D. Rue, Levi Mather, Joseph H. Grover, and
Thomas D. Brokau.
The trustees are John D. Rue, Joseph H. Grover,
Elijah V. Perrine, George E. Snedeker, and Symmes
Bergen.

Four Sabbath-schools
are connected with the
church, which have a membership as last reported of
and seventy-five.
No public records
one hundred
give the date of the first organization of either of
The libraries contain about five hundred vol

them.
umes.

The church edifices have been of wood from the
beginning of the occupancy of the place as a preach
ing station, and the congregation are now building a
by forty, besides
neat Gothic chapel, twenty-eight
vestibule, for which subscriptions in full have been
When completed the value
made for its completion.
of the church

property, including church, chapel,
parsonage, cemetery, and other grounds, will be not
less than ten thousand dollars, and the property will
be free from debt.

The Princeton Baptist Church.1— The Princeton
Church, located at Penn's Neck, was organ
Religious meetings had been held
ized Dec. 5, 1812.
during twenty-five years previous to this date, in
private houses, by Pet Wilson, then pastor at Hights
A goodly number of persons, well connected,
town.
had embraced Baptist sentiments as a result of these
early labors, and in this way the material was made
ready for the organization of the church.
thirtyThe constituent members of the church were
Baptist

six

in number

(fourteen

females) :
John Applegate,

Joseph Freeman,

males

and

twenty-two

Joseph Grover, John Jones,
Benjamin Maple, Samuel Moffat,

i Contributed by the pastor, Rev, L. 0. Grenelle.
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William Kovenhoven, Joseph Smith, Thomas Sunderlan, Richard Thomas, Ezekiel R. Wilson, William
Jacob Vaughan, Catharine Applegate,
Vaughan,
Ruth Grover, Elizabeth Gray, Hannah Babcock,
Elizabeth Freeman, Abigail Hart, Elizabeth Gulick,
Elizabeth Stout, Amy Kovenhoven, Sarah Thomas,
Mary Lewis, Sarah Scull, Ann Stout, Jane Hulse,
Elizabeth Runyan, Rachel Smith, Eleanor Jones,
Sophia Goldsmith, Elizabeth Riggs, Rebecca Page,
Mary Moffat, Elizabeth Vaughan, and Elizabeth
Stacy.

The first officers of the church were as follows :
Joseph Geonce, John
Deacons, John Applegate,
Jones, and William Vaughan ; Clerk, Ezekiel R.
Wilson;

Treasurer,
Thomas Sunderland.
The first pastor

"Brother"

Vaughan;

Sexton,

was Rev. John Coopee, who
preached only one-fourth of the time.
He was suc
ceeded in 1815 by Rev. Alexander Hastings, on a

"

$100 at a certainty, and a school of 25
salary of
schollars at $2 a schollar."
The succeeding pastors have been, with date of set
tlement, as follows : Revs. John Seger, 1821 ; Peter
Simonson, 1828-; George Allen, 1830; Jackson Smith,

1844; D. D. Gray, 1846; William C. Wyat, 1850;
Samuel Sproul, 1852; William E. Cornwell, 1857
(who died a few months after settlement); George

Young, 1857; John B. Hutchinson, 1862; H. V.
Jones, 1869 ; William C. Wyat, 1871 ; L. O. Gren
elle, 1873.
The present membership of the church is one hun
dred and twenty-seven.
The officers are L. O. Gren
elle, pastor ; W. H. Jemison and E. Snook, deacons ;
C. B. Robison, Nathaniel Schenck, Emily Snook,
Alfred Snook, and Gilbert D. Rue, trustees; W. H.

Jemison, treasurer.
The first house of worship was dedicated Dec.

5,

1812.

The house in Princeton, in which the church wor
shiped about twenty-one years, was dedicated Dec. 1,
Sermons were preached by Rev. William
1852.

Hague, D.D., and Rev.
present house at Penn's

John Dowling, D.D.

The
Neck (the old one remod
eled, enlarged, and rebuilt) was dedicated Jan. 16,
1878, on which occasion sermons were preached by
Rev. Elijah Lucas and Rev. J. B. Hutchinson. It is

a wood structure, with spire and bell, thirty-six by
feet, and cost four thousand one hundred
dollars, including cushions and bell.
The first thirty years of the history of the church
witnessed no advancement in numbers or spiritual
interests.
The body remained feeble, and progress
was prevented by internal dissensions; but in 1844

fifty-eight

the tide turned, and since that date the church has
been enlarged by the accession of converts.
The ministry of Rev. Jackson Smith was remark
ably rich in fruit. Rev. D. D. Gray also gathered in
a goodly number.
From that day the church has
been prosperous at times, and at times disturbed by
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The labor of Revs.
dissension and lack of union.
George Young and John B. Hutchinson were abun
dantly rewarded by the accession of converts. Under
the ministrations of the present pastor the church has
been prosperous.
The Sunday-school

was organized in 1842, and was
kept up summers ever since till eight years ago, when
school, officered as follows:
it became an
W. H. Jemison,
superintendent;
Gilbert D. Rue,
Harold Anderson, secre
assistant superintendent;

tary.

Burial-Places — The Old Conover Graveyard.
the oldest burial-place in West Wind

—Undoubtedly

sor is the old Conover burying-ground, on the Theodore
Stewart farm. It is surrounded by a stone wall, and
contains forty or fifty graves. The following inscrip
tions are from
earlier :

head-stones

bearing

date 1800

and

"MS

1749."

" Catharine Hight, the wife of Nicholas Hight, died November the
21stday, 1751."
" In memory of William Konwenhoven, who departed this life Oc
days."
tober the 7th, 1777,aged 35 years,4 months,19
"Here lies Ben N. Hight, who departed this life in the third year of
1781."
x
his age iu the year of our Lord
departedthis life May 21st,1786,
"In memoryof Albert Schenck,who
days."
aged 65years,1 month and 2
"Here Lyeth the body of Christina Covenhoven, wife of William
78."
Covenhoven,who departedthis life June the 24th,1787,aged
" In memoryof Mary Ann Howell, who departedthis life September
age."
26th,1799,in the 4th year of her
" David Hight, DeceasedJanuary lBt, 1800."
" In memoryof Nicholas Hight, who departedthis life September15th,
age."
1800,in the 78th year of his
" Elias C. Schenck, died November1st,1800,aged 41 years, 7 months
days."
and 17

The Presbyterian Burying-Ground at Dutch
Neck. —There were doubtless burials in this ground
Many
early in the latter half of the last century.
old graves are without head-stones. Among some of
the earlier inscriptions .to be found on head-stones
there are the following, some of which extend into
the first quarter of this century i
" In memoryof Luke Covenhoven,who died December6th, 1777,aged
days."
61 years,6 months and 23
" In memory of Garret Covenhoven,who departed this life August
27th,1785,in the 30th year of his age. Funeral text, Phil. 1st xxi."

"In

memory of Elizabeth, widow of Luke Covenhoven. She died
days."
June 21st,1789,aged 72years,9 months and 26
"In memoryof John Voorhies,who departedthis life September25th,
days."
1796,aged39 yearsand 24
"In memoryof John Fisher, who died October31st,A. D. 1799,in the
age."
70th year of his
\
" In memoryof Samuel FiBher, who died November 16th,1803,aged
days."
38years,1 month and 15
" Sacred to the memory of William Rossell, who departed this life
days."
May 4, 1817,aged 89years,6 months and 6

" James Charters died June 20th, 1819."
"B. SilverB,1819."

The Baptist Burying-Ground at Penn's
Neck.— The following inscriptions are from head
stones in the Baptist graveyard at Penn's Neck, a few
having been selected from those bearing date prior to
1820:
" In memory of Lavinia F. Kovenhoven, who died August 24th,1815,
aged12 years."
" In memory of George T. Kovenhoven, who died November 2nd,
1815."
" In memory of Mary Covenhoven,who departed this life January
days."
4th, 1817,aged 38years, 9 months and 8

There were no early interments here.

Other Burial-Places.—There

are no other reg

ular burying-grounds

in the township. Early graves
were made on the farms of residents long since dead,
of which there is at present only a traditional knowl
edge, all traces of them having disappeared in many
instances before the farms came into the possession
of their present owners.

The West Windsor Mutual Fire Insurance As
sociation. —The West Windsor Mutual Fire In
surance Association was organized March 17, 1857, by
authority of an act of the Legislature of the State of
New Jersey, with the following board of directors :
George W. Applegate,
William Walton, Isaac
Rossell, Eli Dey, James H. Everett, James D. Robins,
Charles B. Moore, Amos H. Tindall, Enoch South,
William Perrine, and Daniel Hawk.
The association was formed for the purpose of in
suring buildings in West Windsor township only,
upon the following plan :
When a resident of the township makes applica
tion to the association for insurance, the surveyor of
the association makes a personal examination of the
property upon which the insurance is desired, and is
authorized to place a valuation on the same and report
to the secretary, who thereupon issues a policy of in
surance for ten years for three-fourths of the value of
the building, the person insured giving his note with
approved security to the association for an amount
equal' to four per cent, of the amount insured, and pay

ing in cash five per cent, of the amount of the note.
During the past twenty years the association has
Its policies now
made only two small assessments.
(1882) cover property valued at three hundred and
twenty-four thousand eight hundred and eighty dol
Its officers are as follows :
lars.

Joseph H. Grover, president; James H. Everett,
surveyor ; Liscomb T. Robins, secretary.
The office of the association is at Dutch Neck.
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Union Methodist Episcopal Church, ]56.
St. Barnabas1Protestant Episcopal (Free)
Church, 157.
African Methodist Episcopal Church, 157.
African Methodist Zion Church, 157.
SecondBaptist Church, 157.
Ebenezer Methodist Church, 157.
Cemeteries,157.
Reminiscences and Sketches of Distin
guished People, 158.
Early Marriages, 162.
Hotels, 162.
Leeds' Map, 163.
Biographical Sketches,164.
Burlington at Different Dates,162.
Burlington and Mount Holly Railroad Com
pany, 60.
Burlington County Lyceum of History and
Natural Sciences,107.
Burlington County Protective Timber Com
pany, 106.
Burlington County Bailroad Company,61.
Burlington Gaslight Company,138.
Burlington Township and City, 109.
Buzby, Richard, 522ii.

C.
Camdenand Amboy Bailroad, 59,
Camdenand Burlington County Railroad Com
pany, 61.
Camden, Moorestown, Hainesport and Mount
Holly Horse-Car Bailroad Company, 61.
Cannon, Garret S., 67.
Carr, Hon. Joseph, 94.
Cemeteries:
Bass Biver, 230.
Beverly, 233-234.
Bordentown, 484.
Burlington, 157.
Chester,262.
Chesterfield,290.
Florence, 332.
Little Egg Harbor, 339.
Lumberton, 348.
Mansfield, 357.
Mount Holly, 198.
New Hanover, 387.
Pemberton,401.
Bandolph,412.
Shamong,417.
Westampton,503.
ChesterTownship, 247.
Geographical Description,247.
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Chester Township:
Old Boads, 248.
Pioneer Marketing, 250.
Pioneers, 250.
Signatures of First Settlers, 251.
Proceedings of Early Meetings, 250.
Civil Organization, 253,
Constables,254.
Freeholders, 254.
Assessors,254.
Collectors,255.
Township Committee,255.
Town Clerks, 255.
Villages, 256.
Schools,257.
Friends, 258.
Moorestown Baptist Church, 259. *
Methodist Episcopal Church, 262.
Trinity Protestant Episcopal Church, 262.
Roman Catholic Church, 262.
Burial-Grounds, 262.
Societies,263.
Moorestown Pursuing and Detective Com
pany, 264.
Moorestown Industrial and Agricultural
Company,264.
Young Men's Christian Association,265.
Industries, 265.
Biographical Sketches,267.
Chesterfield Township, 275.
Situation and Boundaries, 275.
Description, 275.
Early Settlement,275.
Civil List, 280.
Extracts from Town RecordB,284.
Villages and Hamlets, 286.
Schools,288.
Friends, 288.
Methodist Episcopal Church, 289.
The Crosswicks Episcopal Church, 289.
Baptist Church, Recklesstown, 289.
Methodist Episcopal Church, the African,
289.
Burial-Places, 290.
Industries, 290.
Christian Church, Fairview, 309.
Cinnaminson Township, 291.
Geographical,291.
Natural Features, 291.
Early Settlersand Pioneer Incidents, 291First Land located,291.
Civil Organization, 294.
Extracts from Records, 295,
Villages and Hamlets, 296.
Palmyra Methodist Church, 297.
Asbury Methodist Church, 298.
Calvary Presbyterian Church of Biverton,
298.
Christ Church (Episcopal), Biverton, 299.
Orthodox Friends' Meeting, 300.
Schools, 300.
Biographical Sketches,301.
City Records, Extracts, Burlington Township,
121.
Civil List:
Bass River
Burlington
Burlington
Burlington

Township, 228.
County, 98.
City, 128.
Township, 126.
ChesterfieldTownship, 280.
Florence Township, 329.
Little Egg Harbor Township, 336.
Lumberton Township, 345.
Mansfield Township, 354,
Medford Township, 362.
Mount Laurel Township, 371.
New Hanover Township, 381.
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Civil List :
Pemberton Township, 393.
Randolph Township, 412.
ShamongTownship, 415.
Washington Township, 450.
Woodland Township, 507.
Willingborough Townthip, 517.
Civil Organization :
Beverly Township, 231.
ChesterTownship, 253.
Cinnaminson Township, 294.
Delran Township, 306.
Eastampton Township, 312,
Evesham Township, 316.
Mount Holly, 184.
Pemberton Township, 393.
Southampton Township, 420.
Springfield Township, 441.
Washington Township, 450.
Westampton Township, 501.
Clark, Stanley G., 85.
Cole, Nathan W., 80.
Collins, Isaac, 63.
Collins, Isaac, 271.
Columbus, Kinkora and Springfield Railroad
Company,62.
Conrow, Clayton, 304.
Conrow, Darling, 304.
Cooper,J. Fenimore, 159.
Coopertown Meeting-House and Graveyard,
234.
Coxe, Dr. Daniel, 63.
Coxe, Wm. S., 82.
Craft, James, Extracts from his Journal, 120.
Cranmer Family, 296.
Curtis, John S., 359.

Darkin, Rockefeller, 82.
Davenport Family, 277.
Davis, Johu C, 81.
Deacon,George,497.
Deacon,Henry C, 167.
De Benneville, Daniel, 77.
Delanco, 232.
Delran Township, 305.
Geographical and Descriptive,305.
Natural Features,306.
Pioneer Settlersand Incidents, 306.
Civil Organization,306.
Villages and Hamlets, 307.
Methodist Episcopal Church of Bridge
boro', 309.
Fairview Christian Church, 309.
Fairview Presbyterian Church, 310.
Moravian Church, 310.
Roman Catholic Church, St. Peter's, 310..
Trinity Episcopal Church, 310.
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 311.
Biographical Sketches,312.

De Normandie, J. A., 79.
Dirnsdale, Robert, 75.
District Medical Society,74.
Doane,Bishop, 151.
Dobbin, Hon. SamuelA., 69.

Early Marriages in Burlington, 163.
EastamptonTownship, 312.
Geographicaland Descriptive,312.
Natural Features, 312.
Civil Organization,312.
Societies,313.
Villages, 313.
Methodist Episcopal Church, Smithville,
315.
Schools,315.

Edgewater Park, 233.
Ellis, Charles, 81.
Ellis, Charles, 90.
Elwell, Dr. Alexander, 83.
Emley, O. H. P., 357.
English Settlersin Burlington Township, 110.
Episcopal Churctes :
Beverly, 243.
Burlington, 149,157.
Chester,262.
Chesterfield,289.
Cinnaminson, 299.
Delran, 310.
Medford, 368. .
Mount Holly, 190-196.
Pemberton, 406.
Southampton,431.
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 311.
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lumberton, 348.
Evans, Ezra, 324.
Evans, J. W. C, 83.
Evesham Township, 316.
Geographical and Descriptive,316.
Natural Features, 316.
Early Settlers and Pioneer Incidents, 316.
Early Mills, etc., 316.
Civil Organization, 317.
Villages, 318.
Marlton Baptist Church, 318.
Friends, 323.
.
Marlton Methodist Episcopal Church, 323.
Societies,324.
Schools, 323.
Biographical Sketches,325.
Executions, 108.

Fifth Regiment Infantry, 38.
Fire Companies,Mansfield, 358.
Fire Department,Mount Holly, 208.
Bordentown, 495.
Burlington, 135.
First Regiment Infantry, 36.
First Regiment Cavalry, 48.
Florence Township, 327.
Situation and Boundaries,327.
Topographical, 327.
Settlement,327.
Organization, 329.
Civil List, 329.
Villages and Hamlets, 330.
Schools,331.
Methodist Episcopal Church, Florence,
331.
Providence Presbyterian Church of Bus
tleton, 331.
Baptist Church of Florence, 331.
Catholic Church of Florence, 331.
Burial-Places, 332.
Florence Iron-Works, 332.
Florence Brick and Clay Company,332.
Fortieth Begiment Infantry, 48.
Founding of Burlington Town, 112.
Fourteenth Regiment Infantry, 45.
Fourth Regiment Infantry, 36.
Fox, George,148.
Franklin, William,, 64.
French Family, 227.
Friendly Institution, The Burlington Town
ship, 131.
Frontier Settlements,Burlington, 112.
Friends:
Bass River, 229.
Bordentown, 484.
Burlington, 145,149.
Chester,258.

Friends :
Chesterfield,288.
Cinnaminson,300.
Evesham,323.
Little Egg Harbor, 337..
Mansfield, 356.
Medford, 366.
Mount Holly, 188.
Mount Laurel, 375.
Southampton, 426.
Springfield, 446,447.

G.
Gandonett,Francois, 75.
Garwood,R. F., 311.
Gaskill, Job H., 409.
Grange Movement, 106.
Greenman,David, 79.
Griffith, William, 65.
Grubb, Edward Burd, 165.
Grubb, Gen. E. Burd, 165.

H.
Haines, John Cortland, 268.
Haines, Joseph F., 311.
Haines, William, 327.
Hall, H. B., 92.
Hancock, Thomas, 167.
Harrison Family, 276.
Hartford Union Sunday-School,375.
Haywood, George,2l4.
Hendrickson, Charles E., 69.
HomoeopathicPhysicians, 497.
Hopkinson, Thomas,468.
Hotels in Burlington, 162.
House of Industry, the Burlington Town
ship, 131.
Hulme, Joseph K., 338.
Hunt, Elisha, 290.
Hunter, Samuel R., 311.
Hutchinson, Mahlon, 70.

Indian Reservation,ShamongTownship, 415.
Indians and First White Settlersin Burlington
Township, 109-112.
Industries:
Bass River Township, 230.
Beverly Township, 238.
ChesterTownship, 263.
ChesterfieldTownshjp, 290.
Florence Township, 332.
Little Egg Harbor Township, 342.
Mansfield Township, 358.
Mount Laurel Township, 372.
New Hanover TownBhip,384.
Pemberton Township, 399.
Randolph Township, 413.
ShamongTownship, 418.
Washington Township, 452.
Bordentown TownBhip, 492.
Woodland Township, 509.
Insurance Company,Mount Holly, 105.
Irick, Hon. Henry J., 69.
Irick, Geu. Johu S., 69.
Irick, Gen. William, 435.

J-

Jemison, L. P., 84.
Jenning, Samuel,161.
Jones, Samuel, 274.
Judiciary of New Jersey, 71.

K.

" Kent," the sailing of the Ship, 111.
Kinsey, Charles, 67.
Kinsey, James, 64.
Kirkbride, Col. Joseph, 471.

INDEX.
Laws and Ordinances, Burlington Township,
120.
Leak Family, 228.
Leeds,Daniel, 161,
Library, Burlington.
Lippincott Family, 303.
Lippincott Family, 222.
Lippincott, Hon. Clayton, 267.
Lippincott, Thomas, 379.
Little Egg Harbor Township, 332.
Descriptive, 332.
Natural Features, 332.
Early Settlements,332.
The OBbornFamily, 334.
The Morse Family, 334.
The Tucker Family, 335.
The Berry Family, 335.
The Indians, 335.
Organization and Civil List, 336.
Schools,337.
Friends, 327.
Methodist Episcopal Church, 338.
First Presbyterian Church, Tuckerton,
338.
Burial-Places, 339.
Physicians, 339.
Marriages, 339.
Villages und Hamlets, 341.
Industrial, 3-12.
Societies,342.
Inlets and Beaches, 343.
Long Branch aud SeashoreRailroad Company,
62.
Longstreet, H. H., 90.
Lott, Charles F., 82.
Loveland Family, 228.
Lumberton Township, 343.
Geographical Description, 343.
Natural Features, 344.
Early Settlers and Pioneer Incidents, 345.
Pioneer Navigation Laws, 345.
Civil Organization, 345.
Villages and Hamlets, 346.
Methodist Episcopal Church, 347.
St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church,
348.
Burial-Places, 348.
Schools,349.
Biographical Sketches,349.
Lyceum of History and Natural Sciences,107.

M.
Mansfield Township, 352.
Situation and Boundaries, 352.
Descriptive, 352.
Settlement,352.
Civil Organization, 354.
Civil List, 354.
Tillages and Hamlets, 354.
Schools,355.
Methodist Episcopal Church, Columbus,
355.
Friends, 356.
First Presbyterian Church, Columbus,356.
Baptist Church, Columbus, 357.
Hedding Methodist Episcopal Church of
Three Tuns, 357.
Methodist Episcopal Church, Georgetown,
357.
Cemeteries,357.
Industries, 358.
Fire Companiesand Societies,358.
Biographical Sketches,358.
Manufactures:
Shoes, Burlington, 139.
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Manufactures:
Methodist Churches:
Canning Establishments, Burlington, 141.
Southampton,426.
Carriages,Burlington, 141.
Springfield, 446.
Foundries, Burlington, 142.
Bordentown, 479-480.
Wood-work, 142.
Willingborough, 522a.
Straw Bottle Envelope Factory, Burling
Military Organizations, Burlington Township,
ton, 142.
131.
Flouring- and Grist-Mills, Burlington, 143. Military, Springfield Township,
440.
National Bureau of Engraving and Manu
Milnor, Thomas,173.
facturing Company,Burlington, 143.
Mitchell, John, 168.
Iron- Works, Mount Holly, 176.
Moore, Alexander, 76.
Paper-Mill, Mount Holly, 177.
Moore, Cyrus, 351.
CreameryCompany,Mount Holly, 211.
Moravian Church, Delran Township, 310.
Thread-Mill, Mount Holly, 212.
Morgan, Lewis, 79.
Iron-Works, T. A. Alcott & Son, Mount
Morris, T, E., 349.
Holly, 212.
Morse Family, 334.
Furniture Manufactory, Mount Holly, 213. Mott, Maj.-Gen. Gershom,39.
Florence Iron-Works, 332.
Mount Holly, 175.
Florence Brick and Clay Company,332.
Location, 175.
Thackera's Coal-Mill, 370.
Pioneer Beginning, 175.
Tomlinson's Mills, 370.
Pioneer Mills, 175,
Ballinger's Mills, 370.
Iron-Works, 176.
Oliphant's Mills, 370.
Paper-Mill, 177.
Improving Navigation on tbe Rancocas,
Pioneer Nail- Works, 370.
177.
RancocasChemical Works, 372.
White Hill Foundry and Machine-Works,
Stage-Coachingand Railroading, 177.
SteamboatCompany,177.
492.
Burlington Company Boiler- Works, 494.
Mount Holly, Lumberton and Medford
Railroad, 178.
Manufacturing History, Burlington, 139.
Marmion, Samuel,75.
Market-House and Whipping-Post, 178.
Martin, William L., 83.
Breviat of Title, 178.
Mathis Family, 226.
Extracts from Deeds,WillB, etc.,181.
Pioneer Stores,Taverns, and Trades, 181.
Matlack, Clarkson, 311.
Matlack Family, 269.
Civil Organization, 184.
Extracts from Records,186.
Mcllvaine, Bishop, 159.
Mcllvaine, William, 79.
Schools,187.
FriendB* Meeting, 188.
Medford Township, 360.
:
Geographicaland Descriptive,360.
First Methodist Episcopal Church, 189.
Natural Features,361.
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, 190.
Presbyterian Church, 192.
Early Settlers and Pioneer Incidents, 361.
Baptist Church, 193.
Pioneer Accident, 361.
i
Civil Organization, 362.
Church of the SacredHeart (Boman Cath
Extracts from Records,362.
olic), 195.
Villages and Hamlets, 363.
Trinity Protestant Episcopal Church, 196.
Schools,365.
Mount Moriah Methodist Episcopal Church,
FriendB of Upper Evesham at Medford,
197.
Cemeteries,198.
366.
Friends' Meeting at Medford, 366.
Pioneer Physicians, 201.
Societies,203.
Methodist Episcopal Church, 366.
Baptist Church, 368.
Bridgetown Library Company,203.
Bnrlington County Farmers' Club, 204.
St. Peter's Chapel, 368.
Societiesand Corporations,369.
Building and Loan Association,204.
Mechanics' Building and Loan Association,
Industries, 369.
206.
Men of Prominence, Southampton Township,
Fire Department, 208,
434.
»
Farmers'
National Bank of*New Jersey,
Merritt, Ewan, 69.
209.
Methodist Churches:
Mount Holly National Bank, 209.
Burlington, 154.
Union National Bank, 210.
Mount Holly, 189,197.
Gas-Light Company,211.
Bass River, 229.
Water-Works, 211.
Beverly, 236-245.
CreameryCompany,211.
Chester,262.
Industries, 211.
Chesterfield,289..
Men of Prominence, 212.
Cinnaminson, 297,298.
Mount Holly in 1882,223.
Delran, 309.
Biographical Sketches,224.
Evesham,323.
Mount Holly and Camden Bailroad Company
Eastampton,315.
61.
Florence, 331.
Mount Holly Herald, 95.
Little Egg Harbor, 338.
Mouut Holly Insurance Company,105.
Lumberton, 347.
Mount Holly, Lumberton and Medford Rail
ManBfield,355-357.
road Company,62.
Medford, 366.
Mount Laurel Township, 371.
Mount Laurel, 374.
Geographicaland Descriptive,371.
New Hanover, 385-386.
Natural Features, 371.
Pemberton, 407,
Early Settlers and Pioneer Incidents, 371.
Randolph, 412.
Civil Organization, 371.
Shamong,416.

INDEX.
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Mount Laurel Township :
Industries, 372.
Villages, 372.
Schools,374.
Methodist Episcopal Church, 374.
Hartford Union Sunday-School,375.
Friends' Meeting, 375.
Societiesand Corporations,376.
Biographies,376.
Mount Lebanon Encampment,No. 7,1. 0. 0. F.,
129.
Municipal Organization Bnrlington City, 128.

N.
New Hanover Township, 379.
Situation and Boundaries,379.
Early Settlement,379.
Descriptive,379.
The Emley Family, 380.
Civil Organization, 381.
Civil List, 381.
Villages and Hamlets, 383.
Industries, 384.
Schools,385.
Wrightstown,'
Methodist Episcopal Church,
385.
Methodist Episcopal Church, Jacobstown,
386.
Methodist Episcopal Church, Cookstown,
386.
Methodist Episcopal Church, Pointsville,
386.
Baptist Church, Jacobstown, 386.'
Burial-Places, 387.
Biographical Sketches,387.
New Jersey Enterprise, 94.
New Jersey Mirror, 94.
Newspapers:
Burlington Gazette,93.
New Jersey Enterprise, 94.
New Jersey Mirror, 94.
Mount Holly Herald, 95.
The News of Mount Holly, 96.
The Friends' Weekly Intelligencer, 96.
The Palladium, 96.
The Bordentown Register, 96.

Pemberton Township:
Civil Organization, 393.
Pemberton Borough, 394.
Pioueer Locators and Settlers,394.
Course of Trade, 395.
Pemberton in 1787,396.
Pemberton in 1882,397.
Civil Organization, 397.
Villages, Hamlets, and Industries, 399.
Schools,400.
Burial-Places, 401.
Baptist Church, 402.
Grace Church, 406.
Methodist Episcopal Church, 407.
Biographical, 409.
Penn Family, 450.
Physical Features of Burlington Township,
109.
Pioneer Beginning of Mount Holly, 175.
Pioneer Mills Mount Holly, 175.
Pioneer Physicians Mount Holly, 203.
Pioneer Settlementsand Experiences, 114.
Pioneer Stores,etc.,Mount Holly, 181.
Pioneers ChesterTownship, 250.
Powell, Benajah B., 350.
Presbyterian Churches:
Burlington, 154.
Mount Holly, 192.
Bass River, 229.
Beverly, 237-244.
Cinnaminson, 298.
Delran, 310.
Florence, 331.
Little Egg Harbor, 338.
Mansfield, 356.
Springfield, 446.
Bordentown, 483.
Woodland, 508.
Press of Burlington County, 93.
Price, T. T., 84.
Public Institutions of the Olden Time, 120.
Pugh, Hon. John Howard, 68.

Quicksall Family, 277.

Randolph TownBhip:
MethodiBt Episcopal Church, Lower Bank,
412.
Burial-Places, 412.
Villages, 413.
Industries, 413.
Read, Zachariah, 86.
Reckless Family, 279.
Reeve,Josiah, 85.
Beligious History, Shamong, 416.
Rigg, George,172.
Bisdon, Theodore H., 225.
Roberts, David, 272.
Rockhill Family, 277.
Rodman, John, 75.
Eogers, Samuel W., 170.
Rogers, W. D., 376.
Boll of Medical Societj of Burlington County,
91.
Roman Catholic Churches:
Burlington, 156.
Mount Holly, 195.
Chester,262.
Delran, 310.
Florence, 331.
Bordentown, 482.
Bobs,Alexander, 76.
Boss,John, 76.
Eossell, William, 66.

s.
Kent,"
Sailing of the ship "
111.
Savings Institution, Burlington, 133.
Sawyer, E. A., 80.
Schools:
Burlington, 143.
Bass Biver, 229.
Mount Holly, 187.
Beverly, 245.
ChesterfieldTownship, 288.
Cinnaminson, 300.
Evesham,323.
Little Egg Harbor, 337.
Mansfield, 355.
Medford, 365.

INDEX.
ShamongTownship :
Free Union Church, Atsion, 417.
Burial-Places, 417.
Villages and Hamlets, 417.
Early Taverns, 418.
Industrial, 418.
Shaw, Thomas,76.
Shepp,William H., 85.
Shippen, Edward, 80.
Sholl, Joseph, 168.
Shreve,Alex., 389.
Shreve,Joseph, 91.
Signatures of Early Settlers, Chester Town
ship, 251.
Situation of Bordentown, 452.
of Bass River Township, 226.
of Beverly Township, 231,
of ChesterTownship, 247.
of ChesterfieldTownship, 275.
of Cinnaminson Township, 291,
of Eastampton Township, 312.
of Evesham Township, 312.
of Florence Township, 327.
of Little Egg Harbor Township, 332.
of Mount Holly, 175.
of Lumberton Township, 343.
of Mansfield Township, 352.
of Medford Township, 360.
of Mount Laurel Township, 371.
of Pemberton Township, 390.
of New Hanover Township, 379.
of Washington Township, 449.
of Westampton Township, 500.
Situation and Boundaries of Burlington Town
ship, 109.
Sixth Regiment Infantry, 39.
Sketchesof Distinguished People, Burlington,
158.
Smith, Jonathan, 76.
~
Smith, Richard S., 171.
Societies:
Bordentown Township, 495.
Burlington Township, 129.
CheBterTownship, 263.
Eastampton Township, 213.
Evesham Township, 316.
Little Egg Harbor Township, 342.
Mansfield TownBhip, 358.
Medford Township, 369.
Mount Holly, 203.
Mount Laurel TownBhip, 376.
Shamong Township, 413.
Springfield Township, 435.
Southampton Township, 431.
SooyFamily, 449.
SouthamptonTownship, 418.
Geographical and Descriptive, 418.
Natural Features, 419.
Early Settlers aud Pioneer Incidents, 419.
Pioneer Deed, 419.
Civil Organization, 420.
Villages and Hamlets, 421.
Schools,425.
Brainard's Indian Church, 426.
Friends, 426.
Methodist Episcopal Church, 426.
,
Vincentown Baptist Church, 428.
Trinity Protestant Episcopal Church, 431.
Societiesand Corporations,431.
Men of Prominence, 434.
Biographical Sketch, 435.
pringfield TownBhip, 435.
Geographical, 435.
Natural Features, 435.
Early Settlement,435.
Miscellaneous Papers, 439.
Military, 440.

Springfield Township :
Anti-Secession Committee,440.
Civil Organization, 441.
Villages and Hamlets, 442.
Schools,445.
Methodist Episcopal Church, Jacksonville,
446.
Presbyterian Church, Jacksonville, 446.
" Copenny" Friends' Meeting, 446.
Methodist Episcopal Churoh, Juliustown,
446.
Friends' Meeting, 447.
Biographical Sketches,447.
Steward Family, 279.
Stewart, Rear-Admiral Charles, 498.
Stockholders Burlington County Agricultural
Society,104.
Stockton, Samuel, 389.
Stokes,Charles G., 522f.
Stokes,Jarrett, 522c.
Stokes,John H,, 78.
Stokes,Josephs., 82.
Stratton, Benjamin H., 81.
Stratton, John L., 80.
Stratton, Hon. John L. N., 67.
Street, J. Fletcher, 246.
Sykes Family, 278.
Sykes, George,358.

T.

Tatham, John, 158.
Taylor, A. W., 78.
Taylor, Edward, 78.
Ten Eyck, Hon. John C, 67.
Tenth Regiment Infantry, 43.
The Beverly Banner, 98.
The Beverly Weekly Visitor, 98.
The Bordentown Register, 96.
The Bordentown Republican, 98.
The Daily Burlingtonian, 97.
The Friends' Weekly Intelligencer, 96.
The Leaflet, 97.
The Mechanic. 98.
The Moorestown Chronicle, 98.
The Jersey Signal, 97.
The News of Mount Holly, 96.
The Palladium, 96.
The Parish Paper, 98.
Third Regiment Cavalry, 53.
Third Regiment Infantry, 36.
Thirty-fourth Regiment Infantry, 46.
Thirty-fifth Regiment Infantry, 47.
Thirty -seventh Begiment Infantry, 47.
Thorne Family, 278.
Timber Protective Company, Burlington
County, 106.
Title to Mount Holly, 178.
Township Organization, Bass River Township,
228.
Township Organization, Burlington Township,
123.
Township Records,Extracts, Burlington Town
ship, 123.
Treat, Samuel, 77.
Tucker, Ebenezer, 66.
Tucker Family, 334.
Tucker, Samuel, 80.
Twelfth Begiment Infantry, 44.
Twenty-third Begiment Infantry, 45.
Twenty-fourth Regiment Infantry, 46.

V.
Van Mater, D. G., 85.
Villages :
Bass River, 230.
Chester, 256.
Chesterfield,286.
Cinnaminson, 296.
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Villages :
Delran, 300.
Evesham, 318.
Eastampton, 313.
Little Egg Harbor, 341.
Lumberton, 346.
Mansfield, 354.
Medford, 363.
Mount Laurel, 372.
New Hanover, 383.
Pemberton, 399.
Randolph, 413.
Shamong,417.
Southampton,421,
Springfield, 442.
Washington, 451.
Westampton,504.
Vincentown Branch, Burlington County Bail
road, 61.
VoorheeB,Frederick, 68.

w.
Wall, Garret Dorset,65.
Wall, James W., 164.
Wallace, Judge Joshua Maddox, 67.
Waller, Tracy E., 84.
War of 1812,35.
War of the Rebellion, 35.
War with Mexico, 35.
Warren Family, 279.
Warrington, Joseph, 87.
Washington Township, 449.
Descriptive,449.
Natural Features,449.
Early Settlement,449.
The SooyFamily, 449.
The Penn Family, 450.
Civil Organization, 450.
Civil List, 450.
Villages and Hamlets, 451.
Industrial, 452.
Water-Works, Burlington, 137.
Water-Works, Mount Holly, 211.
Watson Family, 278.
WeBtamptonTownship, 500.
Geographicaland Descriptive,500.
Natural Features, 500.
Early Settlersand Pioneer Incidents, 500.
Civil Organization, 501.
Extracts from Records,502.
Burial-PlaceB, 503.
Villages and Hamlets, 504.
Educational, 504.
Biographical Sketches,504.
Wilkins, J. B., 351.
Willingborough Township, 509.
Situation, 509.
Settlement,509.
Pioneer Highways, etc., 511.
Bridgeborough Ferry, 511.
Old Bridgeborough Bridge, 511.
New Bridgeborough Bridge, 512,
Woodpecker Lane Road, 512.
Stokes' Landing Road, 512.
Dunk's Ferry Tract, 513.
Dunk's Ferry SteamboatCompany,513.
Beverly and Mount Holly Turnpike, 613.
Burlington and Willingborough Turnpike
*
Company,513.
Centreton Turnpike Company,514.
Burlington and Beverly Turnpike Com
pany, 514.
Prominent Families, 514.
Civil Organization, 515.
Statistics in 1858,516.
Division of the Township, 516,
Civil List, 517.
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Willingborough Township :
Town Honse, 517.
War of 1861-65,517.
Educational, 518.
Charleston and Beverly Turnpike, 620.
Pier Bridge Road, 520.
Township Line Road, 520.
Traveling Roads,521.
The RancocaBRiver, 522.
Steamboatingon the Rancocas,521.
Villages, 522.
Methodist Episcopal Church, 622a.
RancocasLibrary, 522a.
Union League, Rancocas,522a.
Order of United American Mechanics,522a.
Hall Over the Blacksmith-Shop,522a.

Willingborough Township :
RancocasLyceum, 5226.
RancocasHall, 522b.
Mills, 522b.
Post-Office,522b.
Biographical Sketches,522f.
Wills, Daniel, 75.
Wills Family, 504.
Wills, ZebedeeM., 375.
WilBon Family, 277.
Woodland Township, 506.
Description, 506.
Natural Features, 506.
Early Settlement,506.
Civil Organization, 507.
Civil List, 507.

Woodland Township :
Schools,508.
Village, 508.
Religious, 508.
Industries, 509.
Woolman, Franklin, 68.
Woolman, John, 215.
Wright Family, 276.
Wright, Hon. George M., 68.

Y.
Young Men's Christian Association:
Beverly, 244.
Chester,263.

MERCER COUNTY.
Biographies :
Academiesand Schools,Princeton, 619.
Agricultural, 540.
Aitkin, J. S., 568.
Alexander, W. C, 563.
Applegate, E. T. R., 780.

B.
Baker, Caleb,842.
Baker, William, 742.
Banks of Princeton, 707.
Banks of Trenton, 699.
Banks :
First National Bank, Hightstown, 539,768.
First National Bank, Trenton, 539.
Mechanics' National Bank, Trenton, 539.
Princeton National Bank, 539.
Princeton Savings-Bank, 539.
StateSavings-Bank,539.
Trenton Banking Company,539.
Trenton Savings-Fund Society, 539.
Baptist Churches:
Chambersburg,754.
Hamilton, 807.
Hightstown, 770.
Hopewell, 835-836.
Princeton, 617.
Trenton, 724,725.
West Windsor, 875.
Bar of Princeton, 656.
Battle of Assanpink, 590.
Battle of Princeton, 591.
Battle of Trenton, 589.
Bayard, D. J., 563.
Beasley,Mercer, 564.
Beasley, M., Jr., 570.
Bench and Bar, 550.
Bible Societies,550.
Bible Society,Princeton, 619.
Biographies:
Aitkin, J. D., 668.
Alexander, A., 576.
Alexander, James W., 640.
Alexander, W. Cl.,563.
Anderson,Isaac, 652.
Anderson, L. H., 656.
Applegate, E. T. R., 780.
Bainbridge, Absalom,573.
Bainbridge, Absalom, 649.
Baker, Caleb, 842.
Baker, E. C, 578.

Baker Family, 846.
Baker, William, 742.
Baldwin, Jonathan, 649.
Baldwin, J. H., 578.
Barber, Francis, 650.
Bartine, O. H., 577.
Bayard, Samuel, 955.
Bayard, S. J., 563.
Bayles, J. D , 578.
Beasley, Mercer, 564.
Beasley,M., Jr., 570.
Beatty, E., 651.
Beatty, John, 649.
Beatty, John, 573.
Belleville, Nicholas, 581.
Bergen, E. H., 678.
Berrien, John, 649.
Blachly, A., 579.
Blachly, H.W., 578.
Black, Charles, 780.
Black, Joseph H., 780.
Bogart, T). N., 563.
Brearley, David, 653.
Brearley Family, 848.
Breckinridge, John, 640.
Brewer, J. H., 745.
Buchanan, James, 571.1
Burr, Aaron, 623.
Carnahan, James, 628.
Case,George W., 578.
Clark, Benjamin, 678.
Clark, JameB, 581.
Clarke, Israel, 580.
Coleman,James B„ 812.
Coleman,James B., 581.
Crabbe,Thomas, 656.
Cubberley,D. W., 867.
Curlis, W. B., 841.
Davies, Edw., 811.
DavieB,Samuel, 625.
Davis, James M., 584.
Dayton, William L., 661.
Dean, Jesse, 747.
Deare, Jonathan, 650.
De Cou, Isaac, 814.
Dennis, F. A., 657.
De Witt, E., 579.
Dickinson, Jonathan, 623.
Dickinson, P., 731.
Dilatush, J. Y., 816.
Dill, John R., 743.

Biographies:
Dippolt, Charles, 585.
Duffell, S. T., 815.
Dunn, J. I., 576.
Dutcher, A., 568.
Edwards, Jonathan, 625.
Ege, Ralph, 839.
Eidredge, Alexander, 813.
Emmons, G. F., 655.
Ewing, Charles, 556.
Ewing, James, 563.
Exton, Adam, 746.
Fell, Peter, 747.
Ferguson, James, 575.
Field, R. D., 559.
Fish, Benjamin, 700.
Finley, James, 650.
Finley, Samuel, 625.
Fitch, John, 731.
Fitz Randolph Family, 603.
Forman, William, 576.
Franklin, George H., 581.
Gibby, William J., 657.
Grandin, E. H., 567.
Green, Alexander B., 791.
Green, Ashbel, 627.
*
Green,Caleb S., 566.
Green, CharleBE., 571.
Green, E. T., 568.
Green, George S., 732.
Green, H. W., 560.
Green, James A., 559.
Green, R. S., 668.
Gulick, Capt. J. S;, 661.
Gummere,B., 567.
Hageman, John F., 565.
Hageman, John F., Jr., 657.
Haines, S. W., 812.
Hall, John, 720.
Halsted, William, 659.
Hamill, S. M., 854.
Hamilton, James, 652.
Hamilton, John, 653.
Hammell, Jojin, 811.
Harrison, John, 653.
Hart, Israel, 579.
Hendrickson, D. T., 811.
Hendrickson, E. L., 792.
Hewitt, Charles, 684.
Horner, John, 600.
Hough, William A., 793.
Houston, W. C, 654.
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Howard, William, 650.
Howell, Richard, 554.
Howell, S. L., 575.
Janvier, F. DeH., 653.
Jenney, William, 579.
Job, A. F., 781.
Johnson, John, 650.
Johnson, T. P., 555.
Johnson, T. P., 651.
Johnston, Alexander M., 566.
Kelsey, Enos, 649.
Kingman, F., 567.
Lalor, W. S., 582.
Lanning Family, 847.
Lanning, I. W., 564.
Lavender, Thomas, 655.
Leake, Samuel, 553.
Leonard, Thomas, 604.
Longstreet, E., 651.
Lytle, T. G., 568.
Lytle, W. J., 577.
Macdonald, A. K., 578.
Maclean, G.'s., 576.
Maclean, John, 628.
Maclean, John, 574.
Maddock, Thomas, 690.
McCosh, James, 629.
McCully, J. S., 689.
McGill, Alexander T., 641.
McKelway, John, 582.
Mcllvaine, J. S., 787.
Mcllvaine, W. R., 790.
McMakiu, A., 652.
McPherson, Joseph, 743.
Millette, William, 650.
Morford, S., 652.
Morgan, George,652.
Moore, James, 652.
Moore, R. H., 672.
Neil, H. H. A., 579.
Nixon, John T., 567.
Olden, Governor C. S., 663.
Olden, Hart, 954.
Olden, William, 599.
Ott, Joseph, 691.
Passage,John, 654.
Pearson, Dr. Charles L., 744.
Phillips Family, 845.
Phillips, J. M., 847.
Phillips, W. W. L., 582.
Potter Family, 954.
Potts, J. C, 564.
Potts, S. G., 563.
Rankin, R. R„ 578.
Reed, Alfred, 570.
Bobison, C. S., 662.
Robbins, George R., 580.
Robbins, George R., 580.
Roebling, J. A., 731.
Runyan, R., 657.
s
Rutherford, John, 554.
Sansbury, H., 575.
Schanck, V. S., 576.
Schanck, S. M., 568.
Scoby,Kinneth, 813.
Scudder,E. W., 566.
Scudder,Jacob, 575.
Scudder, J. W., 579.
Sergeant,Jonathan, 648.
Sergeant, J. D., 553.
Sergeant,J. D., 648.
Sherman, W. P., 564.
Smith, Charles P., 733.
Smith Family, 847.
Smith, John K., 730.
Smith, S. S., 626.

Biographies:
Southard, S. L., 556.
Springer, L., 579.
Stewart, J. H., 671.
Stockton, Bayard, 657.
Stockton,B. B., 674.
Stockton, CommodoreR. F., 659.
Stockton, Ebenezer,651.
Stockton, Ebenezer,574.
Stockton,Job, 650.
Stockton, John, 050.
Stockton,John P., 567.
Stockton, L. C, 554.
Stockton, Philip, 651.
Stockton, Richard, 601.
Stockton, Richard, 554.
Stockton, Richard, 651.
Stockton, Richard, 651.
Stockton, S. W., 553.
Stockton, S. W., 651.
Stout, W. T., 577.
Stryker, T. J., 701.
Taylor, James, 689.
Taylor, J. L., 582.
Thomson, J. R., 754.
Tulane, Paul, 660.
Van Cleve, John, 575.
Van Deventer, James, 655.
Van Syckel, B., 567.
Vanderbilt, George 0., 657. ,
Voorhees,Robert, 954.
Voorhees,Major, 875.
Vroom, G. D. W., 570.
Vroom, Peter D., 557.
Vroom, Peter D., Jr., 557.
Warren, J. H., 577.
Weart, S. S., 837.
Welling, E. L., 579.
Welling, H. P., 579.
West Family, 796.
White, Geo.,579.
White, Thomas, 663.
White, W. H., 816.
Whitehead, William, 806.
Wiggins, Thomas, 573.
Wiggins, Thomas, 649.
Wikoff, J. H., 578.
Wilson, E. P., 575.
Wilson, E. P., 580.
Wilson, James, 564.
Wilson, John S., 653.
Wilson, L. F., 575.
Witherspoon, John, 625.
Witherspoon, John, 574.
Wood, William, 744.
Woodhull, A. A., 575.
Woodhull, J. N , 575.
Woodruff, A. D., 554.
Woodruff, Elias, 653.
'
Woodruff, R. S., 5.71.
Worth, JoBeph, 600.
Yard, E. B., 867.
Yard, E. M., 732.
Yard, William S., 733.
Young, William, 741.
Black, Charles, 780.
Black, Joseph H., 780.
Bogart, D. N., 563.
Borough of Hightstown, 767.
Borough of Princeton, 604.
Brewer, J. Hart, 745.
Buchanan, James, 571.

Cemeteries:
Princeton, 658.
Trenton, 730,731.
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CemeterieB:
East Windsor, 764.
Hightstown, 779.
Ewing, 788.
Hamilton, 809.
Hopewell, 836.
Lawrence, 858.
Washington, 867.
West Windsor, 876.
Chambersburg,748.
Situation, 748.
Descriptive, 748.
Organization, 748.
Civil List, 749.
Real Estate Owners,"749.
Manufacturing History, 750.
Broad Street Methodist Episcopal Church,
751.
Physicians, 751.
Hamilton Avenue MethodiBt Episcopal
Church, 754.
Calvary Baptist Church, 754.
Chapel of Our Lady of Lourdes, 754.
St. John's Church of the Evangelical Asso
ciation, 755.
Mercer County News, 755.
Hotels, 755.
Educational, 755.
Societies,756.
Fire Department,756.
Civil List:
Princeton, 656.
Trenton, 664.
Chambersburg,749.
East Win dsor1,
761.
Hightstown, 767.
Ewing, 783.
Hamilton, 800.
Hopewell, 823.
Lawrence, 850.
Washington, 864.
West Windsor, 870.
Coleman,James B., 812.
Coleman, J. B., 581.
College of New Jersey, 623.
County Finances, 539.•
County Officers,535.
Court-house,534.
Cubberley,D. W., 567.
Curlis, W. B., 841.

Davies, Edw., 811.
Davis, J. M., 584.
Dayton, W. L., 561.
Dean, Jesse, 747.
DeCou,Isaac, 814.
Dentistry, 584.
Dilatush, J. Y., 816.
Dill, John R., 743.
Dippolt, Charles, 585.
Duffell, S. T., 515.
Dutcher, A., 568.

East Windsor Township, 757.
Situation and Description, 757.
Settlement,757.
Civil Organization, 761.
From the Records,761.
Civil List, 761.
Educational, 762.
Villages, 763.
The Old Church at Milford, 764.
Burial-Places, 764.
Soldiers' Monument, 765.
Industries, 766.
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East Windsor Township :
Borough of Hightstown, 767.
Historical References,767.
Civil History, 767.
Civil List, 767.
Trade and Finances, 768.
Educational, 769.
Baptist Church, 770.
Methodist Episcopal Church, 772.
First Universalist Society, 773.
Trinity Chapel and Missions, 775.
First Presbyterian Church, 776.
African Methodist Episcopal Church, 777.
Physicians and Lawyers, 777.
The Press, 777.
Industrial, 777.
Post-Office,779.
Burial-Places, 779.
Societies,778.
Biographical Sketches,780.
Ege, Ralph, 839.
Eldridge, Alexander, 813.
Episcopal Churches:
Princeton, 616.
Trenton, 723,724.
East Windsor, 775.
Ewing, 786.
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Trenton, 729,
730.
Ewing, Charles, 556.
Ewing, James, 563.
Ewing Township, 781.
Situation and Description, 781.
Settlement,781.
Civil List, 783.
Villages and Hamlets, 784.
Industries, 785.
The Old Episcopal Church, 786.
Ewing Presbyterian Church, 786.
Burial-Places, 788.
Educational, 788.
New Jersey StateLunatic Asylum, 789.
Biographical Sketches,790.
Exton, Adam, 746.

F.
Fell, Peter, 747.
Female Academies,532.
FieldB, R. Stockton,559.
Fire Department,Chambersburg,756.
Fire Department,Princeton, 606.
Fire Department,Trenton, 676.
First Grand Jury, 535.
Fish, Benjamin, 700.
Franklin, GeorgeH., 581.
Friends :
Princeton, 610.
Trenton, 729.

Golding, Moses,695.
Grandin, E. H., 667.
Green, Alexander B., 791.
Green, C. E., 571.
Green, C. S., 566.
Green, E. T., 568.
Green, George S., 732.
Green, H. W., 560.
Green, James S., 559.
Green, R. S , 568.
Gulick, Capt. J. S., 661.
Gummere,Barker, 567.

Halsted, William, 559.
Hamilton Township, 794.
Situation and Boundaries, 794.
Physical Features, 794.
Settlement, 794.
Old Nottingham, 794.
Revolutionary Incidents, 799.
Organization, 800.
Civil List, 800.
Roads, 801.
Villages and Hamlets, 801.
Educational, 804.
Industrial, 804.
Presbyterian Church, Hamilton

J-

Square,

806.
Baptist Church, Hamilton Square, 807.
Methodist Church, Hamilton Square, 808.
Methodist Church, Groveville, 808.
Presbyterian Church, Yardville, 809.
Methodist Church, White Horse, 809.
The Mormons, 809.
Rev. David Brainerd, 809.
Burial-Places, 809.
Lodges and Societies,810.
Physicians, 810.
St. Francis' Hospital, 810.
Biographical Sketches,811.
Hamill, S. M., 854.
Hammell, John, 811.
Hendrickson, D. S., 811.
Hendrickson, E. L., 792.
Hewitt, Charles, 684.
HomoeopathicSchool of Medicine, 584.
Hopewell Township, 816.
Situation and Boundaries, 816.
Descriptive, 816.
Settlement,816.
Survey, 816.
Purchase from the Indians, 816.
Purchase from the West Jersey Society,
817.
Tax-payers in 1792,817.
Pioneers, 818.
The Revolution, 822.
Civil History, 823.
Villages and Hamlets, 824.
Mercer County Mutual Fire Insurance
Company,825.
Hopewell Village, 825.
Educational, 827.
The " New Side" Presbyterian Church, 833.
Presbyterian Church, Titusville, 833.
First Presbyterian Church, Hopewell, 834.
Methodist Episcopal Church, Pennington,
834.
Methodist Episcopal Church, Titusville,
834.
First Baptist Church, Hopewell, 835.
Calvary Baptist Church, Hopewell, 835.
Hopewell Christian Church, 835.
Alphonsus'
St.
Roman Catholic Church,
...835.
African Methodist Episcopal Church, Pen
nington, 836.
Harborton BaptiBt Church, 836.
Burial-Places, 836.
Societies,836.
Industries, 836.
Biographical Sketches,837.
Hough, William A., 793.
Houston, William C, 554.
Howell, Richard, 664.

H.
Hageman, John F., 565.
Haines, S. W., 812.
Hall, John, 720.

Industries :
Hamilton, 804.
Hopewell, 836.
Lawrence, 851.
Washington, 865.
Millham, 859.
West Windsor, 873.
Inns and Inn-keepers, 608.

I.
Industries :
Hightstown, 777.
Ewing, 785.

Jewish Synagogue,Trenton, 729.
Job, A. F., 781.
JohnBon, T. P., 555.
Johnston, A. M., 566.

K.
Kingman, Frederick, 567.

L.
Lalor, William S., 583.
Lanning, I. W., 564.
Lawrence TownBhip,843.
Situation and Boundaries. 843.
Settlement, 844.
Phillips Family, 845.
Baker Family, 846.
Lanning Family, 847.
Smith Family, 847.
Brearley Family, 848.
From the Records, 849.
Organization, 850.
Civil List, 850.
Industrial History, 851.
Villages and Hamlets, 851.
Educational, 854.
Lawrenceville Classical and Commercial
High School, 854.
Presbyterian Church, 856.
Methodist Episcopal Church, Baker's Basin,
858.
Methodist Chapel, 858.
Burial-Places, 358.
Leake, Samuel, 553.
Locations :
Mercer County, 523.
Lytle, T. G., 568.

M.
Maddock, Thomas, 690.
Manufactures, 537.
Manufactures:
Princeton, 607.
Trenton, 680-699.
Chambersburg,750.
McCosh, James, 629.
McGill, Alexander T., 641.
McCully, J. S., 689.
Mcllvaine, J. S., 787.
Mcllvaine, W. R., 790.
McPherson, Joseph, 743.
Medical Practice and Physicians, 571.
Medical Society, 583.
Mercer County :
Location, Boundaries, Area, and PhyBica.
Features, 523.
Aboriginal History, Land Titles, and First
Settlements,525.
Organization, Townships, Cities, Villages,
and Population, 527.
Places of Historic Interest, "529.
The United States Post-Offi6eand Govern
ment Building; 580.
State Capitol, 630.
State Library, 530.
State Prison, 530.
Normal School, 530.
State Industrial School, 531.
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Mercer County :
State Lunatic Asylum, 531.
Princeton College, 531.
Princeton Theological Seminary, 531.
Pennington Seminary and Female College,
532.
Peddie Institute, 532.
Lawrenceville Classical and Commercial
High School.532.
Trenton Academy,532.
Trenton Business College,532.
Normal and Model Schools, 532.
Female Academies,532.
Administration of Justice, 533.
The Court-House,534.
County Officers,535.
First Term of Court, 535.
A'lrst Grand Jury, 535.
Highways, Railroads, River and Canal
Navigation, 536.
Manufactures, 538.
Banks, 539.
County Finances,539.
Statistics,539.
Agriculture, 540.
The Press,540.
in Trenton, 542.
in Princeton, 543.
in Hightstown, 545.
in Hopewell, 545.
in Chambersburg,545.
Religion: Churches,Religious and Benev
olent Associations,545.
Sunday-Schools,549.
Bible Societies,550.
The Bench and Bar, 550.
Medical Practice and Physicians, 571,
Mercer County Medical Society, 583.
Dentistry, 584.
The Revolutionary Period, 585.
Battle of Trenton, 589.
of Assanpink, 590.
The Retreat, 591.
Battle of Princeton, 591.
The late Civil War, 594.
Princeton, 595.
Trenton, 664.
Chambersburg,748.
East Windsor, 756.
Hamilton, 794.
Hopewell, 816.
Lawrence, 843.
Methodist Episcopal Churches:
/
Princeton, 617-618.
Trenton, 727-729.
Chambersburg,751-754.
Hightstown, 772-777.
Hamilton, 808-809.
Hopewell, 834-836.
Lawrence, 858.
Millham, 861.
Washington, 866.
West Windsor, 868.
Lawrence, 843.
Millham, 858.
Washington, 861.
Military Companies,Princeton, 607.
Millham Township, 858. '
Geographical and Descriptive, 858.
Organization, 859.
First Township Election, 859;
Early History, 859.
Land Associations, 859.
Manufacturing, 859.
SimpBon Methodist Episcopal Church, 861.
Educational, 861.
Moore, Randolph H., 672.

Nixon, J. T., 567.
Normal School, 530.

N.

Olden, Governor C.S., 663.
Ott, Joseph, 691.

P.
Pearson, C. L., 744.
Peddie Institute, 532.
Pennington Seminary and Female Collegiate
Institute, 532.
Phillips, J. M.,842.
Phillips, W. W. L., 582.
Physicians, Princeton, 573.
Potts, J. C, 564.
Potts, S. G., 563.
Presbyterian Churches:
Priucelon,611, 617-618.
Trenton, 717,719,720.
East Windsor, 776.
Ewing, 786.
Hamilton, 806.
Hopewell, 833,834.
Lawrence, 856.
West Windsor, 874.
Press, the, 540.
in Chambersburg,545,755.
in Hightstown, 545,777.
in Hopewell, 545.
in Princeton, 543,621.
in Trenton, 542.
Princeton College,531.
Princeton in the Revolution, 619.
Princeton Theological Seminary, 531.
Princeton Township, 595.
Description, 595.
Soil, 595.
Climate, 596.
Villages, 596.
First Settlement, 597.
Borough of Princeton, 604.
Fire Department,606.
Post-Ofliceand Mails, 606.
Princeton Gas-Light Company, 607.
Banks, 607.
Lumber and Improvement Company,607.
Robbins' Wood Preserving Company,607.
New Jersey Iron-Clad Roofing Company,
607.
Military Companies,607.
Water Company,607.
Inns and Inn-keepers, 608.
Friends' Meeting-House, 610.
Presbyterian Church, 611.
Trinity Protestant Episcopal Church, 616.
Methodist Episcopal Church, 617.
Baptist Church, 617.
Second Presbyterian Church, 617.
Witherspoon Street Church, 618.
African Methodist Episcopal Church, 618.
Roman Catholic Church, 618.
Railroad Avenue Church, 618.
Bible Society, 619.
Princeton in the Revolution, 619.
Academiesand Schools,619.
'
The Press, 621.
College of New Jersey, 622.
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 632.
Authors and Volumes, 646.
Princeton in the Civil War, 647.
Prominent Men, 648.
Civil List, 656.
Burial-Places, 658.
Biographical Sketches,659.
Public Schools, 540.
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R.
Railroad Avenue Church, Princeton, 618.
Reed, Alfred, 570.
Robbins, George R., 580.
Robhins, George R., 580.
Robison, C. B., 662.
Boman Catholic Churches:
Princeton, 618.
Trenton, 725,726.
Chambersburg,754.
Hopewell, 835.
Butherford, John, 554.
Schanck, S. M., 568.
Schools:
Princeton, 619.
Trenton, 704.
Chambersburg,755.
East Windsor, 762.
Hightstown, 769.
Ewing, 788.
Hopewell, 827.
Lawrence, 854.
Washington, 865.
West Windsor, 873.
Scoby, Kinneth, 813.
Scudder,E. W., 566.
Sergeant, J.D., 553.
Sherman,W. P., 564.
Smith, C. P., 734.
Smith, John K., 730.
Societies:
Trenton, 711.
Chambersburg,756.
Hightstown, 778.
Hamilton, 810.
Hopewell, 836.
Southard, Samuel L., 556.
Standard Fire Insurance Company,703.
State Capitol, 530.
StateIndustrial School,531.
State Library, 530
State Lunatic Asylum, 531.
State Prison, 530.
Statistics,539.
Stewart, J. H., 571.
Stockton, CommodoreB. F., 659.
Stockton, J. P., 567.
Stockton, L. H., 554.
Stockton, Richard, 554.
Stockton, Richard, 552.
Stockton, S. W., 553.
Stryker, T. J., 701.
Sunday-Schools,549.

Taylor, James, 689.
Theological Seminary, Princeton, 632.
Trenton City and Township, 665.
Situation, 665.
Early Settlement,666.
Incorporation, Officers,etc., 666.
Trenton iu the French War, 667.
Old Fort, 667.
Trenton a Century Since, 667.
Washington's Reception,670.
Congress,Lafayette in Trenton, 671.
State Buildings, 671.
City Public Buildings, 672.
Market-HouseB,673.
Post-Officeand Postmasters,673.
Mails, 674.
Telegraph, Telephone, 674.
Avenues of Travel, etc.,674.
Delaware Bridge, 675.
City Bridge, 675.
Horse Railway Company,675.
City Railroad Company,676.
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Trenton City and Township :
Fire Department,676.
Manufactures, 680-703.
Banks, 702.
Board of Trade, 702.
StandardFire Insurance Company,703.
Water-Works, 703.
Gas-Light Company,703.
Union Industrial Home, 703.
School Education, 704.
Public Libraries, 706.
City BusinessCollege, 707.
Trenton in the Rebellion, 707.
Hotels, 707.
Societies,711.
ChurcheB,711-30.
Riverview Cemetery,730.
Mercer Cemetery,731.
Prominent Men, 731.
Biographical Sketches,732.
Trenton Academy,532.
Trenton BusinessCollege,532.
Tulane, Paul, 660.

u.
Universalist Societies:
Hightstown, 773.

V.
Van Syckel, B., 667.
Villages :
Princeton, 596.
East Windsor, 763.
Hamilton, 801.
Hopewell, 824.
Lawrence, 851.
Washington, 864.
West Windsor, 871.
Voorhies, Major, 815.
Vroom, G. D. W., 570.
Vroom, Peter D., 557.
Vroom, Peter D., Jr., 557.

w.

Washington Township, 861.
Situation, 861.
Physical Features, 861.
Settlement,861. .
Organization, 864.
Villages, 864.
Industries, 865.
Educational, 865.
Methodist Church, Sharon, 866.
Methodist Church, Windsor, 866.
Newton Union Chapel,867.
Burial-Places, 867.
Weart, S. S., 837.
^
West Family, 796.

West Windsor Town»hip, 868.
Situation, 868.
Description, 868.
Settlement, 868.
Organization, 870.
Civil LiBt, 870.
Villages and Hamlets, 871.
Manufacturing, 873.
Educational, 873.
Presbyterian Church, Dutch Neck, tw4,
Princeton Baptist Church, 875.
Burial-Places, 876.
West Windsor Mutual Fire Tuaura)
Company, 876.
White, W. H., 816.
Whitehead, William, 805.
Wikoff, J. H., 578.
Wilson, James, 564.
Wood, William, 744.
Woodruff, A. D., 554.
Woodruff, R. S., 571.

Yard, E. B., 867.
Yard, E. M., 732.
Yard, William S., 733.
Young, William, 741.
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